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Introduction to the 
NKJV Foundation Study Bible 


As its name implies, the NKJV Foundation Study Bible is de- 
signed to provide a foundation for Bible study. It is intended for 
both beginning and experienced students of the Scriptures who 
want a Bible that contains the key features of a study Bible ina 
convenient, compact, and concise form. 


e The full text of the New King James Version is used, in a 
format that shows paragraphs, poetry, and other special 
formats. Based on the time-honored King James Version, 
the NKJV is preferred by many Bible readers for its un- 
paralleled accuracy, beauty, and clarity. The NKJV uses 
up-to-date English while maintaining the literary quality 
of the KJV. 


e Concise study notes are based on the notes originally pre- 
pared for The NKJV Study Bible, providing succinct com- 
ments on passages of Scripture. 


e Theological notes draw attention to the most important 
doctrinal content of the Bible. These notes are signified 
by a bold roman heading followed by a dash. They are in- 
dexed in the back of the Bible both by title and by location. 


e New King James Version translators’ footnotes offer clari- 
fication and information about original language texts. 


e In-text subject headings help to organize and illuminate 
Bible reading and study. 


e Words of Jesus are printed in red to assist identification. 


e Book introductions give background information about 
each of the Bible’s 66 books. 


e Cross-references direct attention to other passages for fur- 
ther study of words and concepts in Scripture. Conceptual 
cross-references are indicated by square brackets. 


e A concordance provides an alphabetical listing of impor- 
tant passages by key words. 


e Full-color maps of Bible lands are included in the back of 
the Bible. 


Preface to the 
New King James Version® 


Purpose 

In the preface to the 1611 edition, 
the translators of the Authorized Ver- 
sion, known popularly as the King 
James Bible, state that it was not their 
purpose “to make a new translation 
... but to make a good one better.” In- 
debted to the earlier work of William 
Tyndale and others, they saw their 
best contribution to consist in revising 
and enhancing the excellence of the 
English versions which had sprung 
from the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century. In harmony with the purpose 
of the King James scholars, the trans- 
lators and editors of the present work 
have not pursued a goal of innovation. 
They have perceived the Holy Bible, 
New King James Version, as a con- 
tinuation of the labors of the earlier 
translators, thus unlocking for today’s 
readers the spiritual treasures found 
especially in the Authorized Version 
of the Holy Scriptures. 


A Living Legacy 

For nearly four hundred years, 
and throughout several revisions of 
its English form, the King James Bi- 
ble has been deeply revered among 
the English-speaking peoples of the 
world. The precision of translation for 
which it is historically renowned, and 
its majesty of style, have enabled that 
monumental version of the word of 
God to become the mainspring of the 
religion, language, and legal founda- 
tions of our civilization. 

Although the Elizabethan period 
and our own era share in zeal for tech- 
nical advance, the former period was 
more aggressively devoted to classi- 
cal learning. Along with this awak- 
ened concern for the classics came a 
flourishing companion interest in the 
Scriptures, an interest that was enliv- 
ened by the conviction that the man- 
uscripts were providentially handed 
down and were a trustworthy record 
of the inspired Word of God. The King 
James translators were committed 
to producing an English Bible that 
would be a precise translation, and by 


no means a paraphrase or a broadly 
approximate rendering. On the one 
hand, the scholars were almost as fa- 
miliar with the original languages of 
the Bible as with their native English. 
On the other hand, their reverence for 
the divine Author and His Word as- 
sured a translation of the Scriptures 
in which only a principle of utmost ac- 
curacy could be accepted. 

In 1786 Catholic scholar Alexander 
Geddes said of the King James Bible, 
“Tf accuracy and strictest attention to 
the letter of the text be supposed to 
constitute an excellent version, this 
is of all versions the most excellent.” 
George Bernard Shaw became a lit- 
erary legend in the twentieth century 
because of his severe and often hu- 
morous criticisms of our most cher- 
ished values. Surprisingly, however, 
Shaw pays the following tribute to 
the scholars commissioned by King 
James: “The translation was extraor- 
dinarily well done because to the 
translators what they were translating 
was not merely a curious collection 
of ancient books written by different 
authors in different stages of culture, 
but the Word of God divinely revealed 
through His chosen and expressly in- 
spired scribes. In this conviction they 
carried out their work with boundless 
reverence and care and achieved a 
beautifully artistic result.” History 
agrees with these estimates. There- 
fore, while seeking to unveil the ex- 
cellent form of the traditional English 
Bible, special care has also been taken 
in the present edition to preserve the 
work of precision which is the legacy 
of the 1611 translators. 


Complete Equivalence in 


Translation 

Where new translation has been 
necessary in the New King James Ver- 
sion, the most complete representation 
of the original has been rendered by 
considering the history of usage and 
etymology of words in their contexts. 
This principle of complete equivalence 
seeks to preserve all of the information 


in the text, while presenting it in good 
literary form. Dynamic equivalence, a 
recent procedure in Bible translation, 
commonly results in paraphrasing 
where a more literal rendering is need- 
ed to reflect a specific and vital sense. 
For example, complete equivalence 
truly renders the original text in ex- 
pressions such as “lifted her voice and 
wept” (Gen. 21:16); “I gave you clean- 
ness of teeth” (Amos 4:6); “Jesus met 
them, saying, ‘Rejoice!’” (Matt. 28:9); 
and “Woman, what does your concern 
have to do with Me?” (John 2:4). Com- 
plete equivalence translates fully, in 
order to provide an English text that 
is both accurate and readable. 

In keeping with the principle of 
complete equivalence, it is the policy 
to translate interjections which are 
commonly omitted in modern lan- 
guage renderings of the Bible. As an 
example, the interjection behold, in 
the older King James editions, contin- 
ues to have a place in English usage, 
especially in dramatically calling at- 
tention to a spectacular scene, or an 
event of profound importance such 
as the Immanuel prophecy of Isaiah 
7:14. Consequently, behold is retained 
for these occasions in the present edi- 
tion. However, the Hebrew and Greek 
originals for this word can be trans- 
lated variously, depending on the cir- 
cumstances in the passage. Therefore, 
in addition to behold, words such as 
indeed, look, see, and surely are also 
rendered to convey the appropriate 
sense suggested by the context in each 
case. 

In faithfulness to God and to our 
readers, it was deemed appropriate 
that all participating scholars sign 
a statement affirming their belief in 
the verbal and plenary inspiration of 
Scripture, and in the inerrancy of the 
original autographs. 


Devotional Quality 

The King James scholars readily 
appreciated the intrinsic beauty of 
divine revelation. They according- 
ly disciplined their talents to render 
well-chosen English words of their 
time, as well as a graceful, often mu- 
sical arrangement of language, which 
has stirred the hearts of Bible readers 
through the years. The translators, 
the committees, and the editors of the 
present edition, while sensitive to the 
late-twentieth-century English idiom, 
and while adhering faithfully to the 
Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts, 
have sought to maintain those lyri- 
cal and devotional qualities that are 
so highly regarded in the Authorized 


Preface @ ix 


Version. This devotional quality is 
especially apparent in the poetic and 
prophetic books, although even the 
relatively plain style of the Gospels 
and Epistles cannot strictly be lik- 
ened, as sometimes suggested, to mod- 
ern newspaper style. The Koine Greek 
of the New Testament is influenced by 
the Hebrew background of the writ- 
ers, for whom even the gospel narra- 
tives were not merely flat utterance, 
but often song in various degrees of 
rhythm. 


The Style 

Students of the Bible applaud the 
timeless devotional character of our 
historic Bible. Yet it is also universally 
understood that our language, like all 
living languages, has undergone pro- 
found change since 1611. Subsequent 
revisions of the King James Bible have 
sought to keep abreast of changes in 
English speech. The present work is 
a further step toward this objective. 
Where obsolescence and other read- 
ing difficulties exist, present-day vo- 
cabulary, punctuation, and grammar 
have been carefully integrated. Words 
representing ancient objects, such as 
chariot and phylactery, have no mod- 
ern substitutes and are therefore re- 
tained. 

A special feature of the New King 
James Version is its conformity to the 
thought flow of the 1611 Bible. The 
reader discovers that the sequence 
and selection of words, phrases, and 
clauses of the new edition, while much 
clearer, are so close to the traditional 
that there is remarkable ease in lis- 
tening to the reading of either edition 
while following with the other. 

In the discipline of translating bib- 
lical and other ancient languages, a 
standard method of transliteration, 
that is, the English spelling of un- 
translated words, such as names of 
persons and places, has never been 
commonly adopted. In keeping with 
the design of the present work, the 
King James spelling of untranslat- 
ed words is retained, although made 
uniform throughout. For example, in- 
stead of the spellings Isaiah and Elijah 
in the Old Testament, and Esaias and 
Elias in the New Testament, Isaiah 
and Elijah now appear in both Testa- 
ments. 

King James doctrinal and theolog- 
ical terms, for example, propitiation, 
justification, and sanctification, are 
generally familiar to English-speaking 
peoples. Such terms have been retained 
except where the original language 
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indicates need for a more precise trans- 
lation. 

Readers of the Authorized Version 
will immediately be struck by the ab- 
sence of several pronouns: thee, thou, 
and ye are replaced by the simple you, 
while your and yours are substituted 
for thy and thine as applicable. Thee, 
thou, thy and thine were once forms 
of address to express a special rela- 
tionship to human as well as divine 
persons. These pronouns are no lon- 
ger part of our language. However, 
reverence for God in the present work 
is preserved by capitalizing pronouns, 
including You, Your, and Yours, which 
refer to Him. Additionally, capitaliza- 
tion of these pronouns benefits the 
reader by clearly distinguishing di- 
vine and human persons referred to 
in a passage. Without such capitaliza- 
tion the distinction is often obscure, 
because the antecedent of a pronoun is 
not always clear in the English trans- 
lation. 

In addition to the pronoun usages 
of the seventeenth century, the -eth 
and -est verb endings, so familiar in 
the earlier King James editions, are 
now obsolete. Unless a speaker is 
schooled in these verb endings, there 
is common difficulty in selecting the 
correct form to be used with a given 
subject of the verb in vocal prayer. 
That is, should we use love, loveth, 
or lovest? do, doeth, doest, or dost? 
have, hath, or hast? Because these 
forms are obsolete, contemporary En- 
glish usage has been substituted for 
the previous verb endings. 

In older editions of the King James 
Version, the frequency of the connec- 
tive and far exceeded the limits of 
present English usage. Also, biblical 
linguists agree that the Hebrew and 
Greek original words for this con- 
junction may commonly be translated 
otherwise, depending on the immedi- 
ate context. Therefore, instead of and, 
alternatives such as also, but, howev- 
er, now, so, then, and thus are accord- 
ingly rendered in the present edition, 
when the original language permits. 

The real character of the Autho- 
rized Version does not reside in its 
archaic pronouns or verbs or other 
grammatical forms of the seventeenth 
century, but rather in the care taken 
by its scholars to impart the letter and 
spirit of the original text in a majestic 
and reverent style. 


The Format 
The format of the New King James 
Version is designed to enhance the 


vividness and devotional quality of 
the Holy Scriptures: 


e Subject headings assist the reader 
to identify topics and transitions 
in the biblical content. 

Words or phrases in italics indi- 
cate expressions in the original 
language which require clarifica- 
tion by additional English words, 
as also done throughout the histo- 
ry of the King James Bible. 
Oblique type in the New Testa- 
ment indicates a quotation from 
the Old Testament. 

Prose is divided into paragraphs 
to indicate the structure of 
thought. 

Poetry is structured as contem- 
porary verse to reflect the poetic 
form and beauty of the passage in 
the original language. 

The covenant name of God was 
usually translated from the He- 
brew as LorD or GoD (using cap- 
ital letters as shown) in the King 
James Old Testament. This tradi- 
tion is maintained. In the present 
edition the name is so capitalized 
whenever the covenant name 
is quoted in the New Testament 
from a passage in the Old Testa- 
ment. 


The Old Testament Text 

The Hebrew Bible has come down 
to us through the scrupulous care of 
ancient scribes who copied the origi- 
nal text in successive generations. By 
the sixth century A.D. the scribes were 
succeeded by a group known as the 
Masoretes, who continued to preserve 
the sacred Scriptures for another five 
hundred years in a form Known as the 
Masoretic Text. Babylonia, Palestine, 
and Tiberias were the main centers 
of Masoretic activity; but by the tenth 
century A.D. the Masoretes of Tiberias, 
led by the family of ben Asher, gained 
the ascendancy. Through subsequent 
editions, the ben Asher text became 
in the twelfth century the only recog- 
nized form of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Daniel Bomberg printed the first 
Rabbinic Bible in 1516-17; that work 
was followed in 1524-25 by a second 
edition prepared by Jacob ben Chay- 
yim and also published by Bomberg. 
The text of ben Chayyim was adopt- 
ed in most subsequent Hebrew Bi- 
bles, including those used by the King 
James translators. The ben Chayyim 
text was also used for the first two 
editions of Rudolph Kittel’s Biblia He- 
braica of 1906 and 1912. In 1937 Paul 


Kahle published a third edition of Bib- 
lia Hebraica. This edition was based 
on the oldest dated manuscript of the 
ben Asher text, the Leningrad Man- 
uscript B19a (A.D. 1008), which Kahle 
regarded as superior to that used by 
ben Chayyim. 

For the New King James Ver- 
sion the text used was the 1967/1977 
Stuttgart edition of the Biblia Hebra- 
ica, with frequent comparisons be- 
ing made with the Bomberg edition 
of 1524-25. The Septuagint (Greek) 
Version of the Old Testament and the 
Latin Vulgate also were consulted. In 
addition to referring to a variety of 
ancient versions of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, the New King James Version 
draws on the resources of relevant 
manuscripts from the Dead Sea caves. 
In the few places where the Hebrew 
was so obscure that the 1611 King 
James was compelled to follow one of 
the versions, but where information is 
now available to resolve the problems, 
the New King James Version follows 
the Hebrew text. Significant varia- 
tions are recorded in the New King 
James translators’ notes. 


The New Testament Text 

There is more manuscript support 
for the New Testament than for any 
other body of ancient literature. Over 
five thousand Greek, eight thousand 
Latin, and many more manuscripts 
in other languages attest the integ- 
rity of the New Testament. There is 
only one basic New Testament used 
by Protestants, Roman Catholics, and 
Orthodox, by conservatives and liber- 
als. Minor variations in hand copying 
have appeared through the centuries, 
before mechanical printing began 
about A.D. 1450. 

Some variations exist in the spell- 
ing of Greek words, in word order, and 
in similar details. These ordinarily do 
not show up in translation and do not 
affect the sense of the text in any way. 

Other manuscript differences such 
as omission or inclusion of a word or 
a clause, and two paragraphs in the 
Gospels, should not overshadow the 
overwhelming degree of agreement 
which exists among the ancient rec- 
ords. Bible readers may be assured 
that the most important differences in 
English New Testaments of today are 
due, not to manuscript divergence, but 
to the way in which translators view 
the task of translation: How literal- 
ly should the text be rendered? How 
does the translator view the matter of 
biblical inspiration? Does the transla- 
tor adopt a paraphrase when a literal 
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rendering would be quite clear and 
more to the point? The New King 
James Version follows the historic 
precedent of the Authorized Version 
in maintaining a literal approach to 
translation, except where the idiom of 
the original language cannot be trans- 
lated directly into our tongue. 

The King James New Testament 
was based on the traditional text of 
the Greek-speaking churches, first 
published in 1516, and later called the 
Textus Receptus or Received Text. 
Although based on the relatively few 
available manuscripts, these were rep- 
resentative of many more which exist- 
ed at the time but only became known 
later. In the late nineteenth century, 
B. Westcott and F. Hort taught that 
this text had been officially edited 
by the fourth-century church, but a 
total lack of historical evidence for 
this event has forced a revision of the 
theory. It is now widely held that the 
Byzantine Text that largely supports 
the Textus Receptus has as much right 
as the Alexandrian or any other tradi- 
tion to be weighed in determining the 
text of the New Testament. 

Since the 1880s most contemporary 
translations of the New Testament 
have relied upon a relatively few man- 
uscripts discovered chiefly in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centu- 
ries. Such translations depend primar- 
ily on two manuscripts, Codex Vati- 
canus and Codex Sinaiticus, because 
of their greater age. The Greek text 
obtained by using these sources and 
the related papyri (our most ancient 
manuscripts) is known as the Alexan- 
drian Text. However, some scholars 
have grounds for doubting the faith- 
fulness of Vaticanus and Sinaiticus, 
since they often disagree with one an- 
other, and Sinaiticus exhibits exces- 
sive omission. 

A third viewpoint of New Testa- 
ment scholarship holds that the best 
text is based on the consensus of the 
majority of existing Greek manu- 
scripts. This text is called the Major- 
ity Text. Most of these manuscripts 
are in substantial agreement. Even 
though many are late, and none is 
earlier than the fifth century, usually 
their readings are verified by papyri, 
ancient versions, quotations from the 
early church fathers, or a combination 
of these. The Majority Text is similar 
to the Textus Receptus, but it corrects 
those readings which have little or no 
support in the Greek manuscript tra- 
dition. 

Today, scholars agree that the 
science of New Testament textual 
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criticism is in a state of flux. Very 
few scholars still favor the Textus Re- 
ceptus as such, and then often for its 
historical prestige as the text of Lu- 
ther, Calvin, Tyndale, and the King 
James Version. For about a century 
most have followed a Critical Text (so 
called because it is edited according 
to specific principles of textual criti- 
cism) which depends heavily upon the 
Alexandrian type of text. More recent- 
ly many have abandoned this Critical 
Text (which is quite similar to the one 
edited by Westcott and Hort) for one 
that is more eclectic. Finally, a small 
but growing number of scholars prefer 
the Majority Text, which is close to the 
traditional text except in the Revela- 
tion. 

In light of these facts, and also be- 
cause the New King James Version is 
the fifth revision of a historic docu- 
ment translated from specific Greek 
texts, the editors decided to retain the 
traditional text in the body of the New 
Testament and to indicate major Criti- 
cal and Majority Text variant readings 
in the translators’ notes. Although 
these variations are duly indicated in 
the translators’ notes of the present 
edition, it is most important to empha- 
size that fully eighty-five percent of 
the New Testament text is the same in 
the Textus Receptus, the Alexandrian 
Text, and the Majority Text. 


New King James Translators’ Notes 

Significant textual explanations, 
alternate translations, and New Testa- 
ment citations of Old Testament pas- 
sages are supplied in the New King 
James translators’ notes. 

Important textual variants in the 
Old Testament are identified in a stan- 
dard form. 

The textual notes in the present 
edition of the New Testament make no 
evaluation of readings, but do clearly 
indicate the manuscript sources of 


readings. They objectively present 
the facts without such tendentious re- 
marks as “the best manuscripts omit” 
or “the most reliable manuscripts 
read.” Such notes are value judgments 
that differ according to varying view- 
points on the text. By giving a clearly 
defined set of variants the New King 
James Version benefits readers of all 
textual persuasions. 

Where significant variations occur 
in the New Testament Greek manu- 
scripts, textual notes are classified as 
follows: 


NU-Text 
These variations from the tradi- 
tional text generally represent the 
Alexandrian or Egyptian type of 
text described previously in “The 
New Testament Text.” They are 
found in the Critical Text pub- 
lished in the twenty-seventh edi- 
tion of the Nestle-Aland Greek 
New Testament (N) and in the 
United Bible Societies’ fourth 
edition (U), hence the acronym, 
“NU-Text.” 
M-Text 

This symbol indicates points of 
variation in the Majority Text 
from the traditional text, as also 
previously discussed in “The New 
Testament Text.” It should be not- 
ed that M stands for whatever 
reading is printed in the published 
Greek New Testament Accord- 
ing to the Majority Text, wheth- 
er supported by overwhelming, 
strong, or only a divided majority 
textual tradition. 


The textual notes reflect the schol- 
arship of the past two centuries and 
will assist the reader to observe the 
variations between the different man- 
uscript traditions of the New Testa- 
ment. Such information is generally 
not available in English translations 
of the New Testament. 


THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 


THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 


GENESIS 


> AUTHOR: Nowhere in the Book of Genesis is the author named. Although the 
events of the book end 300 years before Moses was born, the rest of the Bible and 
most church historians attribute the authorship of Genesis to Moses. Both the Old 
and New Testaments have many references to Moses as its author (Ex. 7:14; Lev. 
1:1-2; Num. 33:2; Deut. 1:1; Dan. 9:11-13; Mal. 4:4; Matt. 8:4; Mark 12:26; Luke 16:29; 
John 7:19; Acts 26:22; Rom. 10:19). Both early Jewish and Christian writers name 
Moses as the author. 

> TIME: c. 4000-1804 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Gen. 3:15 

> THEME: After the initial story of the world’s creation, Genesis (beginnings) covers 
two basic subjects: God and man. God creates man. Man disobeys God and alien- 
ates himself from God. Genesis is the story then of the subsequent interactions 
between God and man that bring them back together into a right relationship. As 
such, the book points to the beginnings of the way of change, of restoration, and of 
a new way of life. Genesis sets the tone for the rest of the Bible with clear teaching 
on following God's call, believing in His promises, and being obedient to His com- 
mands. The main characters who dominate the story are the patriarchs: Abraham, 


Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 


The History of Creation 

In the “beginning »God created the 

heavens and the earth. 2The earth was 
cwithout form, and void; and darkness 
was* on the face of the deep. ¢And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face 
of the waters. 

3eThen God said, f“Let there be £light”; 
and there was light. 4And God saw the 
light, that it was good; and God divided 
the light from the darkness. 5God called 
the light Day, and the "darkness He called 


Night. So the evening and the morning 
were the first day. 

6Then God said, ‘“Let there be a firma- 
ment in the midst of the waters, and let it 
divide the waters from the waters.” 7Thus 
God made the firmament, ‘and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament 
from the waters which were Rabove the fir- 
mament; and it was so. 8And God called the 


* 1:2 Words in italic type have been added for 
clarity. They are not found in the original Hebrew 
or Aramaic. 


1:1 Creation—Biblical revelation begins with a 
simple, strong, and sublime affirmation. Instead of 
arguing the existence of God, it declares that the 
very existence of the universe depends on the crea- 
tive power of God. The world we live in was created 
by God and belongs to Him. His absolute ownership 
requires our faithful stewardship of all things. 

1:1 In the beginning. No information is given to us 
about what happened before the creation of the 
physical universe, though John 1:1 speaks of this 
time. It is possible that the rise, rebellion, and judg- 
ment of Satan transpired before the events of this 
chapter. God. This standard Hebrew term for deity 
Elohim is in the form called the plural of majesty or 
plural of intensity. In contrast to the ordinary plural 
(gods), this plural means “the fullness of deity” or 
“God—very God.” Furthermore, the use of the plural 
allows for the later revelation of the Trinity (see 11:7; 
Matt. 28:19; John 1:1-3). 

1:3 Let there be light. These words express a principal 


theme of the Bible: God bringing light into darkness 
(see Is. 9:1-2). Here, God produced physical light. 
The New Testament records God sending His Son to 
be the light of the world John 8:12), bringing release 
from the spiritual darkness of bondage to sin. In 
the end, there will no longer be any darkness at all and 
we will be face to face with the source of light (Rev. 
21:23). 

1:7 divided the waters. The description of upper and 
lower waters is somewhat mysterious; it has been 
theorized that this is simply a reference to the divi- 
sion between the water of the seas and rivers on the 
surface of the earth and the water vapor which is part 
of the atmosphere. 
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firmament Heaven. So the evening and the 
morning were the second day. 

9Then God said, “Let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into one 
place, and ™let the dry land appear”; and 
it was so. !0And God called the dry land 
Earth, and the gathering together of the 
waters He called Seas. And God saw that 
it was good. 

UThen God said, “Let the earth "bring 
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and 
the fruit tree that yields fruit accord- 
ing to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on 
the earth”; and it was so. !2And the earth 
brought forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed according to its kind, and the tree that 
yields fruit, whose seed is in itself accord- 
ing to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 13So the evening and the morning 
were the third day. 

4Then God said, “Let there be Plights 
in the firmament of the heavens to divide 
the day from the night; and let them be 
for signs and “seasons, and for days and 
years; and let them be for lights in the 
firmament of the heavens to give light on 
the earth”; and it was so. 16Then God made 
two great lights: the "greater light to rule 
the day, and the ‘lesser light to rule the 
night. He made tthe stars also. 17God set 
them in the firmament of the “heavens to 
give light on the earth, !8and to vrule over 
the day and over the night, and to divide 
the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. !9So the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day. 

20Then God said, “Let the waters abound 
with an abundance of living creatures, and 
let birds fly above the earth across the 


face of the firmament of the heavens.” 21So 
wGod created great sea creatures and every 
living thing that moves, with which the wa- 
ters abounded, according to their kind, and 
every winged bird according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22And God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and mul- 
tiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.” 23So the eve- 
ning and the morning were the fifth day. 

24Then God said, “Let the earth bring 
forth the living creature according to its 
kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast 
of the earth, each according to its kind”; 
and it was so. 25And God made the beast 
of the earth according to its kind, cattle 
according to its kind, and everything that 
creeps on the earth according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 

26Then God said, »“Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our likeness; Zlet 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, over all* the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27So0 God created man 4in His own image; 
in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them. 28Then God 
blessed them, and God said to them, ““Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 
dsubdue it; have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

29And God said, “See, I have given you 
every herb that yields seed which is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree whose 
fruit yields seed; ¢to you it shall be for food. 


* 1:26 Syriac reads all the wild animals of. 


1:11-12 seed... kind. God not only created plant 
life; He also set in motion the process that makes 
plant life reproduce. 

1:14 for signs and seasons. Some have mistakenly 
viewed these words as a biblical basis for astrology. 
The signs in this case relate to phases of the moon and 
the relative positions of stars that mark the passage of 
time from the vantage point of earth. The two words 
form a pair that may be translated seasonal signs. 
1:16 He made the stars also. This is a remarkable 
statement. In the ancient Middle East, other religions 
worshiped, deified, and mystified the stars. Israel's 
neighbors revered the stars and looked to them for 
guidance. In contrast, the biblical creation story gives 
the stars only the barest mention, as though the 
writer shrugged and said, And, oh, yes, He also made 
the stars. Such a statement showed great contempt 
for ancient Babylonian astrology (Ps. 29; 93). 

1:24 living creature. This expression contains the 
word sometimes used for the soul, but the word can 
also mean “life,” “being,” “living thing,” or “person,” 
depending on the context. The same phrase is used 
for man in 2:7. 

1:26 in Our image. Since God is spirit John 4:24), 
there can be no “image” or “likeness” of Him in the 
normal sense of these words. The traditional view 
of this passage is that God's image in man is in spe- 
cific moral, ethical, and intellectual abilities. A more 


recent view, based on a possible interpretation of 
Hebrew grammar and the knowledge of the Middle 
East, interprets the phrase as meaning “Let Us make 
man as Our image.” In ancient times an emperor 
might command statues of himself to be placed in 
remote parts of his empire. These symbols would 
declare that these areas were under his power and 
reign. So God placed humans as living symbols of 
Himself on earth to represent His reign. This interpre- 
tation fits well with the command that follows—to 
reign over all that God has made. 

1:28 fillthe earth and subdue it. The word translated 
subdue means “bring into bondage.” This harsh term 
is used elsewhere of military conquest (Zech. 9:15) 
and of God subduing our iniquities (Mic. 7:19). Since 
this direction was given before the fall, it appears 
that the need to subdue the earth is not because of 
sin but because God left part of the arranging and 
ordering of the creation as work for mankind to do. 
Whatever the case, subdue does not mean “destroy” 
or “ruin.” It does mean to “act as managers who have 
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30A Iso, to fevery beast of the earth, to ev- 
ery “bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I 
have given every green herb for food”; and 
it was so. 31Then "God saw everything that 
He had made, and indeed it was very good. 
So the evening and the morning were the 
sixth day. 
Thus the heavens and the earth, and 2all 
the host of them, were finished. 2And 

on the seventh day God ended His work 
which He had done, and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His work which He 
had done. ?Then God ¢blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it, because in it He rest- 
ed from all His work which God had creat- 
ed and made. 

4dThis is the history* of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created, in the 
day that the LORD God made the earth and 
the heavens, *before any plant of the field 
was in the earth and before any herb of the 
field had grown. For the LORD God had not 
feaused it to rain on the earth, and there 
was no man “to till the ground; Sbut a mist 
went up from the earth and watered the 
whole face of the ground. 

7And the LORD God formed man of the 
hdust of the ground, and ‘breathed into his 
inostrils the breath of life; and *man be- 
came a living being. 


Life in God's Garden 
8The LoRD God planted 'a garden ™east- 
ward in "Eden, and there He put the man 
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whom He had formed. 9And out of the 
ground the LORD God made every tree 
grow that is pleasant to the sight and good 
for food. °The tree of life was also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and @evil. 

10Now a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden, and from there it parted and 
became four riverheads. The name of the 
first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts 
'the whole land of Havilah, where there is 
gold. !2And the gold of that land is good. 
sBdellium and the onyx stone are there. 
13The name of the second river is Gihon; 
it is the one which goes around the whole 
land of Cush. !4The name of the third river 
is ‘Hiddekel;* it is the one which goes to- 
ward the east of Assyria. The fourth river 
is the Euphrates. 

15Then the LORD God took the man and 
put him in the garden of Eden to tend and 
keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “Of every tree of the gar- 
den you may freely eat; !”but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil “you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it vyou 
shall surely wdie.” 

18And the LORD God said, “It is not good 
that man should be alone; *I will make 
him a helper comparable to him.” !9Out 
of the ground the LORD God formed every 
beast of the field and every bird of the air, 


* 2:4 Hebrew toledoth, literally generations 
* 2:14 Or Tigris 


the authority to run everything as God planned.” This 
command applies equally to male and female. 

2:2 He rested on the seventh day. God did not rest 
because of fatigue, but because of His accomplish- 
ment. God is never weary (Is. 40:28—29). The verb trans- 
lated “rested” is related to the word for Sabbath, which 
means “rest.” God's rest on the seventh day showed 
that He was satisfied with the work He had done. 

2:4 the LorbD God. This is a significant term. The word 
translated God is the same word as in 1:1. The word 
translated Lorp is the proper name of God, Yahweh 
(or Jehovah; see Ex. 3:14—15). The God of chapter 1 
and the LorD God of chapter 2 are one and the same. 
2:6 mist. The precise meaning of this word is uncer- 
tain. Obviously it refers to some manner of irrigation 
before the Lord brought the cycles of rain into being. 
2:7 the breath of life. Although God created light 
with a mere word (1:3), He created man by fashion- 
ing a body out of mud and clay, transforming the 
clay into something new, and then breathing life into 
it. This “breath of life” is something which only God 
can bestow. Medical knowledge enables doctors to 
keep a human body “alive,” keeping the heart pump- 
ing and the vital organs functioning, but it does not 
enable them to keep or to call back the breath of life. 
Some have speculated that the “breath of life” is the 
human soul, but later on, animals are also described 
as having the “breath of life” in their nostrils (7:22), 
which would seem to indicate that this is simply a ref- 
erence to the miracle of living, breathing flesh. 
2:15-17 The First Covenant—lIn biblical times the 
purpose of a covenant was to establish an agreement 


between two persons or groups. The elements of a 
covenant included a promise on the part of one per- 
son and the conditions that needed to be fulfilled on 
the part of the other person in order for the promises 
to be carried out by both parties to the covenant. The 
Edenic covenant is the first covenant mentioned in 
the Bible. God gave Adam a place in His creation and 
charged him with the responsibility of caring for the 
garden. The only condition in the covenant was that 
Adam could not allow himself to eat of the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil or he would 
die. This covenant was terminated by Adam’s dis- 
obedience which also resulted in man’s spiritual and 
physical death. God then established a new covenant 
with Adam in Genesis 3:14-21. 

2:17 shall surely die. These emphatic words are 
made of two forms of the verb meaning “to die.” The 
point is not that the guilty person would drop dead 
on the instant, but that death would surely hap- 
pen—there is no escape (Heb. 9:27). 

2:18 It is not good. Until this point, everything in cre- 
ation was very good. 

2:19 to see what he would call them. |n giving each 
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and Zbrought them to Adam to see what 
he would call them. And whatever Adam 
called each living creature, that was its 
name. 20So Adam gave names to all cattle, 
to the birds of the air, and to every beast of 
the field. But for Adam there was not found 
a helper comparable to him. 

21And the LORD God caused a «deep 
sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
in its place. 22Then the rib which the LORD 
God had taken from man He made into a 
woman, and He cbrought her to the man. 

23 And Adam said: 


“This is now ¢bone of my bones 
And flesh of my flesh; 
She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was ¢taken out of Man.” 


24/Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and “be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 

25hAnd they were both naked, the man 
and his wife, and were not ‘ashamed. 


The Temptation and Fall of Man 
Now the serpent was ’more cunning 
than any beast of the field which the 

LORD God had made. And he said to the 


woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 

2And the woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat the cfruit of the trees of the 
garden; but of the fruit of the tree which 
is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 
“You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, 
lest you die.’” 

4eThen the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 5For God knows 
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, know- 
ing good and evil.” 

6So when the woman ‘saw that the tree 
was good for food, that it was pleasant 
to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She 
also gave to her husband with her, and he 
ate. 7Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, “and they knew that they were na- 
ked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves coverings. 

8And they heard ‘the sound of the LORD 
God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and Adam and his wife ‘hid them- 
selves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. 

§SThen the LORD God called to Adam and 
said to him, “Where are you?” 


animal its name, Adam demonstrated his right as 
God's agent (1:26-28), the one set in place as lord of 
the created order. 
2:20 helper comparable to him. Some have felt that 
calling the woman man’s helper indicates that she is 
inferior in value, but this is far from true. In fact, the 
term “help” is used to describe God Himself, when 
He comes to our aid. The word “helper” indicates 
role, not value or position. The helper Adam needed 
was not merely a servant or a slave, nor another 
man exactly like himself. He needed a complement, 
equal in value and with the same intelligence, per- 
sonality, spirituality, and ethical and moral sense; 
but with different qualities and a different role, a 
helper who could join with him in his work of sub- 
duing the earth. 
2:21 He took one of his ribs. God’s use of Adam's rib 
was fitting. He might have started over with dust and 
clay. But by using a part of Adam himself, the identi- 
fication of Adam with his partner would be ensured. 
As Martin Luther observed, God might have taken a 
bone from a toe, and thus signified that Adam was 
to rule over her; or He might have taken a bone from 
his head to indicate her rule over him. But by taking a 
bone from his side, God implied equality and mutual 
respect. 
2:24 one flesh. This phrase suggests both a physi- 
cal, sexual bonding and a lifelong relationship. They 
are still separate persons, but together they are as 
one (Eph. 5:31). In the New Testament, Jesus refers 
to this text as the foundation of the biblical view of 
marriage (Matt. 19:5). A married couple functions as 
we,” rather than “me and you.” They are a new unit, 
separate from the family units they each came from. 
This does not mean that they will no longer relate to 
their extended families, but that their “one flesh” is a 
unit distinct from either family. 
3:1 the serpent. With no introduction, Satan appears 


in the garden of Eden. This is the first clue in Scripture 
of creation outside the one Adam and Eve experi- 
enced. It is interesting to note that Eve expressed no 
surprise at the serpent speaking to her in intelligible 
language. 

3:3 You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it. Some 
interpreters suggest that the woman was already sin- 
ning by adding to the word of God, for these words 
were not part of God's instructions in 2:17. Scripture, 
however, always refers to the eating of the fruit as 
the sin, and never comments on Eve's addition. Her 
words reflected the original command well enough, 
and indeed they would have ensured that the com- 
mand would be kept. 

3:5 you will be like God. God's fullness of knowledge 
was only one of the superiorities that set Him apart 
from the woman. But the serpent combined all of 
God's superiority over the woman into this one auda- 
cious appeal to her pride. 

3:6-7 Sin’s Consequences—At first Adam’s sin 
does not appear to be all that significant. All he did 
was take a bite of some fruit. But Scripture takes it 
very seriously. Adam’s sin was one of disobedience 
and rebellion. God told Adam not to eat the fruit of 
the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” under 
penalty of death (2:17). That action of eating the fruit 
changed Adam’s whole nature as well as his relation- 
ship with God. Adam became a sinner and as such he 
died. His spiritual death was immediate, the physical 
death progressive. Adam, who began the human 
race, then became the source of sin for the world. We 
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10So he said, “I heard Your voice in the 
garden, Rand I was afraid because I was 
naked; and I hid myself.” 

And He said, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 
of which I commanded you that you should 
not eat?” 

122Then the man said, “The woman 
whom You gave to be with me, she gave 
me of the tree, and I ate.” 

13A nd the LORD God said to the woman, 
“What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, ™‘The serpent de- 
ceived me, and I ate.” 

14So0 the LORD God said to the serpent: 


“Because you have done this, 
You are cursed more than all cattle, 
And more than every beast of the field; 
On your belly you shall go, 
And “you shall eat dust 
All the days of your life. 
I AndI will put enmity 
Between you and the woman, 
And between °your seed and Pher Seed; 
qHe shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel.” 


16To the woman He said: 


“I will greatly multiply your sorrow and 
your conception; 
‘In pain you shall bring forth children; 
sYour desire shall be for your husband, 
And he shall trule over you.” 


Genesis 3:24 @ 5 


17Then to Adam He said, ““Because you 
have heeded the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree Yof which I com- 
manded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: 


w“Cursed is the ground for your sake; 
*In toil you shall eat of it 
All the days of your life. 
18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring 
forth for you, 
And Yyou shall eat the herb of the field. 
19 zIn the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread 
Till you return to the ground, 
For out of it you were taken; 
aFor dust you are, 
And >to dust you shall return.” 


20And Adam called his wife’s name °Eve, 
because she was the mother of all living. 

21Also for Adam and his wife the LORD 
God made tunics of skin, and clothed them. 

22Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the 
man has become like one of Us, to know 
good and evil. And now, lest he put out 
his hand and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live forever”— 28therefore the 
LORD God sent him out of the garden of 
Eden ¢to till the ground from which he was 
taken. 24So ¢He drove out the man; and He 
placed fcherubim at the east of the garden 
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to guard the way to the tree of 
hlife. 


are all sinners by nature because Adam sinned (Rom. 
5:12-14). We inherit sin from Adam in our natures in 
the same way we inherit many of our physical charac- 
teristics from our parents. Sin is a universal part of our 
spiritual inheritance. 

3:14-21 The Covenant with Adam—The Adamic 
covenant is the second covenant God made with 
man. It sets forth conditions that will be in effect 
until the curse of death is lifted (Is. 11:6-10; Rom. 
8:18—23). In Christ’s death and resurrection we have 
the beginning (firstfruits) of the lifting of the curse. 
The ultimate lifting of the curse will happen as Christ 
establishes His final reign on earth. 

3:14 to the serpent. The Lord turned first to the ser- 
pent and brought judgment upon him. God did not 
excuse the woman because she was deceived, but He 
did bring the harsher judgment on the one who had 
deceived her. 

3:15 Christ—This passage is sometimes referred to 
as the “preaching of Messiah in the garden of Eden,” 
because it introduces the One who will deliver man- 
kind from the power of the Tempter. The seed of the 
serpent, those of the human race who choose evil 
and thus give themselves into the control of the Evil 
One, would hate and destroy the Seed of the woman, 
who was Jesus Christ. But in that very act, Evil con- 
demned itself. Jesus rose triumphant from the grave, 
having paid the blood atonement for the sin of the 
world and conquered death forever. Thus the Seed of 
woman crushed the head of the serpent. 

3:16 your sorrow and your conception. The wom- 
an’s joy in conceiving and bearing children would be 
saddened by the pain of it. desire... rule. The word 
desire can also mean “an attempt to usurp authority 


or control” as in 4:7. The last two lines of this verse 
could be paraphrased, “You will now have a ten- 
dency to try to dominate your husband and he will 
have the tendency to act as a tyrant.” Each strives for 
control and neither lives in the best interest of the 
other (Phil. 2:3—4). The antidote is in the restoration 
of mutual respect and dignity through Jesus Christ 
(Eph. 5:21-23). 

3:17-19 Cursed is the ground... In the sweat of 
your face. Humans sometimes tend to look upon 
work itself as a curse, but it is important to remember 
that work in itself is part of the “very good” creation. 
The curse on the ground simply means that work is 
now painful and tiresome toil instead of the pure sat- 
isfaction that it was designed to be. to dust you shall 
return. The word of God was sure: God had stated 
that they would certainly die (2:17). Now they were 
served notice concerning the process of aging and 
decay that was already at work (5:5; 6:3). 

3:22 tree of life. Adam and Eve apparently had free 
access to this tree before the fall, and by continuing to 
eat its fruit they would live forever. The penalty for sin 
was not instant death, but banishment from this tree 
and eventual death and decay. One day this tree will 
be planted anew and its fruit will be for the healing of 
the nations (Rev. 22:2). 
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Cain Murders Abel 
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and 
she conceived and bore Cain, and said, 

“I have acquired a man from the LORD.” 
2Then she bore again, this time his broth- 
er Abel. Now “Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3And 
in the process of time it came to pass that 
Cain brought an offering of the fruit “of the 
ground to the LORD. 4Abel also brought of 
cthe firstborn of his flock and of ¢their fat. 
And the LorRD respected ¢Abel and his of- 
fering, *but He did not respect Cain and his 
offering. And Cain was very angry, and his 
countenance fell. 

6So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry? And why has your countenance 
fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be ac- 
cepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at 
the door. And its desire is for you, but you 
should rule over it.” 

8Now Cain talked with Abel his broth- 
er;* and it came to pass, when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother and fkilled him. 

§SThen the LORD said to Cain, “Where is 
Abel your brother?” 

He said, *“I do not know. Am I "my 
brother’s keeper?” 

10And He said, “What have you done? 
The voice of your brother’s blood ‘cries 
out to Me from the ground. So now ‘you 
are cursed from the earth, which has 
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s 
blood from your hand. !2When you till the 
ground, it shall no longer yield its strength 
to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall 
be on the earth.” 

13And Cain said to the LORD, “My pun- 
ishment is greater than I can bear! 4Sure- 
ly You have driven me out this day from 
the face of the ground; ®I shall be ‘hidden 
from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a 


vagabond on the earth, and it will happen 
that anyone who finds me will kill me.” 

15And the LorD said to him, “Therefore,* 
whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him “sevenfold.” And the LORD 
set a “mark on Cain, lest anyone finding 
him should kill him. 


The Family of Cain 

16Then Cain Pwent out from the ¢pres- 
ence of the LORD and dwelt in the land 
of Nod on the east of Eden. !7And Cain 
knew his wife, and she conceived and bore 
Enoch. And he built a city, "and called 
the name of the city after the name of his 
son—Enoch. !8To Enoch was born Irad; 
and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael 
begot Methushael, and Methushael begot 
Lamech. 

19Then Lamech took for himself stwo 
wives: the name of one was Adah, and 
the name of the second was Zillah. 20And 
Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those 
who dwell in tents and have livestock. 2!His 
brother’s name was Jubal. He was the fa- 
ther of all those who play the harp and 
flute. 22And as for Zillah, she also bore 
Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every crafts- 
man in bronze and iron. And the sister of 
Tubal-Cain was Naamah. 

23Then Lamech said to his wives: 


“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; 
Wives of Lamech, listen to my 
speech! 
For I have killed a man for wounding 
me, 
Even a young man for hurting me. 
24 tIf Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, 
Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 


*4:8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Syriac, 
and Vulgate add “Let us go out to the field.” 

* 4:15 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read Not so. 


4:3 Cain brought an offering. Genesis does not 
explain how the practice of sacrificial worship began, 
but it is clear that Adam and Eve's two sons under- 
stood the custom. Some people assume that Cain's 
offering was unsuitable because it was not a blood 
offering, and blood is required for the forgiveness 
of sins (Heb. 9:22). But nothing in this chapter indi- 
cates that Cain and Abel were coming to God for 
forgiveness. Their sacrifices were acts of worship, 
and as such a bloodless offering was not necessar- 
ily inappropriate (see Lev. 6:14-23). Apparently the 
deficiency was in Cain's heart, not in the actual offer- 
ing. Abel’s offering was “more excellent” than Cain's 
because of his faith in the Lord (Heb. 11:4). 

4:8 killed him. The murder was stunning in its lack 
of precedent, its suddenness, and its finality. Jesus 
spoke of this ghastly event as a historical fact (Matt. 
23:35). 

4:17 Cain knew his wife. The identity of Cain's 
wife has long been a source of puzzlement and 
argument to the readers and critics of the Book of 
Genesis. Some have postulated that God created 
other humans outside of the garden of Eden, but 


the Scriptures give no such indication, and in fact 
Adam refers to his wife as “the mother of all living” 
(3:20). It makes the most sense to assume that Cain 
married one of his sisters. While this idea seems 
repugnant to us today, it must be remembered that 
Adam and Eve's children had a near perfect gene 
pool, and there would not have been any genetic 
complications with close intermarrying. God’s 
strict prohibition against siblings and other close 
relatives marrying did not come until much later 
(Lev. 18); even Abraham's wife Sarah was his half 
sister. Enoch. The fact that Cain named a city after 
his son indicates the rapid and dramatic increase in 
population. 
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A New Son 

25And Adam knew his wife again, and 
she bore a son and “named him Seth, “For 
God has appointed another seed for me in- 
stead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” 26And as 
for Seth, vto him also a son was born; and 
he named him Enosh.* Then men began 
wto call on the name of the LORD. 


The Family of Adam 

This is the book of the «genealogy of 

Adam. In the day that God created 
man, He made him in ?the likeness of God. 
2He created them cmale and female, and 
dblessed them and called them Mankind 
in the day they were created. 3And Adam 
lived one hundred and thirty years, and be- 
got a son ¢in his own likeness, after his im- 
age, and named him /Seth. 4After he begot 
Seth, sthe days of Adam were eight hundred 
years; "and he had sons and daughters. 5So 
all the days that Adam lived were nine hun- 
dred and thirty years; ‘and he died. 

6Seth lived one hundred and five years, 
and begot Enosh. 7After he begot /Enosh, 
Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, 
and had sons and daughters. 8So all the 
days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve 
years; and he died. 

5Enosh lived ninety years, and begot 
Cainan.* 10After he begot Cainan, Enosh 
lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and 
had sons and daughters. So all the days 
of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; 
and he died. 

122Cainan lived seventy years, and be- 
got Mahalalel. 8After he begot Mahala- 
lel, Cainan lived eight hundred and forty 
years, and had sons and daughters. 4So all 
the days of Cainan were nine hundred and 
ten years; and he died. 

15Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and 
begot Jared. 16After he begot Jared, Maha- 
lalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, 
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and had sons and daughters. !7So all the 
days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and 
ninety-five years; and he died. 

18 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two 
years, and begot "Enoch. After he begot 
Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, 
and had sons and daughters. 29So all the 
days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty- 
two years; and he died. 

21Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot 
Methuselah. 22After he begot Methuselah, 
Enoch 'walked with God three hundred 
years, and had sons and daughters. 23So all 
the days of Enoch were three hundred and 
sixty-five years. 24And "Enoch walked with 
God; and he was not, for God "took him. 

25Methuselah lived one hundred and 
eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech. 
26 After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived 
seven hundred and eighty-two years, and 
had sons and daughters. 27So all the days of 
Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty- 
nine years; and he died. 

28].amech lived one hundred and eighty- 
two years, and had a son. 29And he called 
his name °Noah, saying, “This one will 
comfort us concerning our work and the 
toil of our hands, because of the ground 
pwhich the LorD has cursed.” 30After he 
begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred 
and ninety-five years, and had sons and 
daughters. 31So all the days of Lamech 
were seven hundred and seventy-seven 
years; and he died. 

32And Noah was five hundred years 
old, and Noah begot ¢Shem, Ham, ‘and 
Japheth. 


The Wickedness and Judgment 
of Man 


Now it came to pass, “when men began 
to multiply on the face of the earth, and 


*4:26 Greek Enos *5:9 Hebrew Qenan 


4:25 Seth. While it is certain that Adam and Eve had 
other daughters, and possibly other sons as well, the 
death of righteous Abel and the banishment of their 
firstborn, Cain, had left them with no one to carry on 
their line for good and for the promise of the Messiah. 
Seth is specifically mentioned among Adam and Eve's 
children because it would be through his descendants 
that the Messiah would come. His name is related to a 
Hebrew verb meaning “to place” or “to set” for he was 
appointed to take this special place in the plan of God. 
4:26 men began to call on the name of the Lorb. 
These words can hardly mean that only now did peo- 
ple begin to pray to God. Rather, the verb call means 
“to make proclamation.” That is, this is the beginning 
of preaching, of witnessing, and testifying in the 
name of the Lord (12:8). 

5:3 one hundred and thirty years. The long lives of 
the people of the early chapters of Genesis have led 
to considerable speculation. One suggestion is that 
these ages were possible because of tremendously 
different climate and environmental conditions that 
were in effect before the flood. 


5:5 and he died. God created humans for eternity; if 
Adam and Eve had not disobeyed, they would have 
lived forever. There is a profound sadness in Adam's 
death, for it reminds us of Adam’s mortality—and 
hence our own. 

5:21-24 for God took him. Only Enoch and Elijah 
were taken by God without experiencing death 
(2 Kin. 2:11). This was both a testimony of Enoch’s 
deep faith in God (Heb. 11:5-6) and a strong reminder 
at the beginning of biblical history that for God’s peo- 
ple, there is life in God's presence after our physical 
bodies have died. 
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daughters were born to them, 2that the 
sons of God saw the daughters of men, that 
they were beautiful; and they took wives 
for themselves of all whom they chose. 

3And the LorD said, ““My Spirit shall 
not 4strive* with man forever, °for he is 
indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one 
hundred and twenty years.” 4There were 
giants on the earth in those ‘days, and also 
afterward, when the sons of God came in 
to the daughters of men and they bore chil- 
dren to them. Those were the mighty men 
who were of old, men of renown. 

5Then the LORD* saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every intent of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. And "the 
LORD was sorry that He had made man 
on the earth, and ‘He was grieved in His 
iheart. 7So the LORD said, “I will *destroy 
man whom I have created from the face of 
the earth, both man and beast, creeping 
thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.” 8But Noah !found 
grace in the eyes of the LORD. 


Noah Pleases God 

9This is the genealogy of Noah. "Noah 
was ajust man, perfect in his generations. 
Noah "walked with God. !9And Noah begot 
three sons: °Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


The earth also was corrupt ?before 
God, and the earth was @filled with vio- 
lence. 12S0 God ‘looked upon the earth, 
and indeed it was corrupt; for sall flesh had 
corrupted their way on the earth. 


The Ark Prepared 

183And God said to Noah, “The end 
of all flesh has come before Me, for the 
earth is filled with violence through them; 
uand behold, vI will destroy them with the 
earth. 4Make yourself an ark of gopher- 
wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover 
it inside and outside with pitch. 5And 
this is how you shall make it: The length 
of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, 
its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty 
cubits. !6You shall make a window for the 
ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from 
above; and set the door of the ark in its 
side. You shall make it with lower, second, 
and third decks. 17~And behold, I Myself 
am bringing «floodwaters on the earth, 
to destroy from under heaven all flesh 
in which is the breath of life; everything 
that is on the earth shall vdie. 18But I will 
establish My Zcovenant with you; and “you 


*6:3 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read abide. *6:5 Following Masoretic Text and 
Targum; Vulgate reads God; Septuagint reads 
LORD God. 


6:2 sons of God... daughters of men. This passage 
is very difficult to interpret. Some believe that the 
“sons of God” were the men of the righteous line of 
Seth, while the “daughters of men” were Cain’s off- 
spring. This does not account for the fact that their 
offspring were giants, men of extraordinary size 
and talents; it is also problematic in that it assumes 
that Cain's descendants were universally more sinful 
than Seth's descendants. Since Noah was the only 
descendant of Seth who was considered righteous, 
this is obviously not accurate. A second view is that 
the “sons of God” were angelic beings. The phrase 
“sons of God” is used elsewhere in Scripture to refer 
to angelic beings (Job 1:6), but it seems impossible 
since angels in heaven do not marry (Matt. 22:30). It 
may be, however, that these “sons of God” were some 
of the rebellious angels who had joined Satan (2 Pet. 
2:4; Jude 6); they took on human form (as Satan was 
apparently able to take on the form of a snake), and 
out of perverted lust, seduced human women. The 
problem with this theory is that verse 4 says that 
these unions produced children. Nothing in the rest 
of Scripture would indicate that angels reproduce, or 
that a spirit being could mate with a human being. 
Nor is there any reference to half-man/half-spirit 
beings. Whichever view one settles on, it is clear that 
what happened here was corrupt and one of the rea- 
sons for the flood. 

6:11 corrupt. The verb translated corrupt has the idea 
of being ruined, spoiled, or destroyed. Sinful people 
were bringing ruin to the world that belonged to the 
living God (Ps. 24:1). 

6:11-13 Disobedience—In the beginning, God 
pronounced His creative work good. But with the 
entrance of sin and decadence on the scene, the 
world became corrupt in His sight. It was not merely 


that some individuals or groups had corrupted their 
ways, but a matter of pervasive perversity. Because 
sin is repugnant to His holiness, God declared His 
purpose of destroying both mankind and the earth 
he had polluted. Defying God's will affects our envi- 
ronment as well as ourselves. Judgment for disobe- 
dience is only averted through repentance and fresh 
submission to God. 

6:14 ark. The word ark simply means “box.” The same 
word is used for the box in which the baby Moses was 
placed in the Nile (Ex. 2:3), and for the gold-covered 
chest which contained the stone tablets of the cov- 
enant (Ex. 25:10). We usually picture Noah's ark as a 
huge ship, with curved bow and stern, but it was very 
likely more like a large box. It was not designed for 
navigation, but simply to stay safely afloat. 

6:15 cubits. A cubit was supposed to be the mea- 
surement of a man’s forearm, from the tip of the bent 
elbow to the fingertips. This is naturally a somewhat 
imprecise measurement, but it is generally consid- 
ered to equal about 18 inches. Hence the ark was 
about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. 
6:17 | Myself. The Hebrew text places significant 
emphasis on the personal role of God in the ensuing 
storm. 

6:18-19 covenant. This is the first time the word cov- 
enant is used in the Bible. The details of this covenant 
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shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your 
wife, and your sons’ wives with you. !8And 
of every living thing of all flesh you shall 
bring >two of every sort into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall be 
male and female. 2Of the birds after their 
kind, of animals after their kind, and of 
every creeping thing of the earth after its 
kind, two of every kind ¢will come to you 
to keep them alive. 2!And you shall take for 
yourself of all food that is eaten, and you 
shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be 
food for you and for them.” 

22dThus Noah did; eaccording to all that 
fGod commanded him, so he did. 


The Great Flood 

Then the ¢LorD said to Noah, »“Come 

into the ark, you and all your household, 
because I have seen that cyou are righ- 
teous before Me in this generation. 2 You 
shall take with you seven each of every 
dclean animal, a male and his female; etwo 
each of animals that are unclean, a male 
and his female; 3also seven each of birds of 
the air, male and female, to keep the spe- 
cies alive on the face of all the earth. 4For 
after fseven more days I will cause it to rain 
on the earth “forty days and forty nights, 
and I will destroy from the face of the earth 
all living things that I have made.” 54And 
Noah did according to all that the LORD 
commanded him. 6Noah was ‘six hundred 
years old when the floodwaters were on the 
earth. 

71So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and 
his sons’ wives, went into the ark because 
of the waters of the flood. 8Of clean ani- 
mals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, 
and of everything that creeps on the earth, 
9two by two they went into the ark to Noah, 
male and female, as God had commanded 
Noah. !0And it came to pass after seven 
days that the waters of the flood were on 
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the earth. "In the six hundredth year of 
Noah’s life, in the second month, the sev- 
enteenth day of the month, on ’that day all 
'the fountains of the great deep were bro- 
ken up, and the "windows of heaven were 
opened. !2nAnd the rain was on the earth 
forty days and forty nights. 

130n the very same day Noah and No- 
ah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and 
Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons 
with them, entered the ark— “cthey and 
every beast after its kind, all cattle after 
their kind, every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth after its kind, and every bird 
after its kind, every bird of every sort. 
15 And they ¢went into the ark to Noah, two 
by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of 
life. 16So those that entered, male and fe- 
male of all flesh, went in ‘as God had com- 
manded him; and the LORD shut him in. 

17sNow the flood was on the earth forty 
days. The waters increased and lifted up the 
ark, and it rose high above the earth. !8The 
waters prevailed and greatly increased on 
the earth, ‘and the ark moved about on the 
surface of the waters. 18And the waters 
prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all 
the high hills under the whole heaven were 
covered. 20The waters prevailed fifteen 
cubits upward, and the mountains were 
covered. 2l“And all flesh died that moved 
on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts 
and every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth, and every man. 22All in whose 
nostrils was the breath of the spirit* of life, 
all that was on the dry land, died. 23So He 
destroyed all living things which were 
on the face of the ground: both man and 
cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. 
They were destroyed from the earth. Only 
wNoah and those who were with him in 
the ark remained alive. 24xAnd the waters 


* 7:22 Septuagint and Vulgate omit of the spirit. 


were given after the flood (9:9). Here, in the midst of 
judgment, the Lord stooped down to meet the needs 
of His servant (Ps. 40:1; 113:6) and to enter into a bind- 
ing oath with him. 

7:9 they went into the ark to Noah. The gathering 
and cooperation of the animals must have been 
arranged by God. It appears that after Noah and his 
wife and sons entered the ark, the animals followed 
of their own accord. 

7:11 fountains of the great deep . . . windows of 
heaven. Until this time, no rain had fallen on the earth, 
but it was watered by a mist (2:5-6). This description of 
the first rain portrays a thundering, catastrophic event, 
accompanied by violent upheaval of the earth’s crust 
and geysers of water bursting from the depths. The 
violence and the amount of water involved are more 
than enough to account for many peculiarities of the 
earth’s surface, such as the formation of the Grand Can- 
yon. The flood also explains the enormous quantity of 
fossilized remains of plants, animals, and shellfish that 
are buried in layers of rock over the entire surface of 
the earth and even on the tops of mountains. 

7:16 shut him in. The Lord who had drawn them now 


closed the door on them. That shut door was a sym- 
bol of closure, safety, and God's deliverance. 

7:19 the high hills under the whole heaven were 
covered. This explicit declaration, accompanied by 
the assertion in verse 21 that every living thing died, 
makes it clear that this was no localized event, but in 
actuality a worldwide catastrophic flood (see 8:5). 
Jesus affirmed the historicity of the “days of Noah” 
when he compared them to the end days (Matt. 
24:37-38; Luke 17:26-27). Peter similarly used the 
story of Noah and the flood as a pattern for the final 
judgment (1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 2:5; 3:5-6). 
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prevailed on the earth one hundred and 
fifty days. 


Noah's Deliverance 

Then God ¢remembered Noah, and ev- 

ery living thing, and all the animals that 
were with him in the ark. "And God made a 
wind to pass over the earth, and the waters 
subsided. 2-The fountains of the deep and 
the windows of heaven were also ¢stopped, 
and ¢the rain from heaven was restrained. 
3And the waters receded continually from 
the earth. At the end fof the hundred and 
fifty days the waters decreased. 4Then the 
ark rested in the seventh month, the seven- 
teenth day of the month, on the mountains 
of Ararat. 5And the waters decreased con- 
tinually until the tenth month. In the tenth 
month, on the first day of the month, the 
tops of the mountains were seen. 

6So it came to pass, at the end of forty 
days, that Noah Zopened the window of the 
ark which he had made. 7Then he sent out 
a raven, which kept going to and fro until 
the waters had dried up from the earth. 8He 
also sent out from himself a dove, to see 
if the waters had receded from the face of 
the ground. 9But the dove found no rest- 
ing place for the sole of her foot, and she 
returned into the ark to him, for the wa- 
ters were on the face of the whole earth. 
So he put out his hand and took her, and 
drew her into the ark to himself. And he 
waited yet another seven days, and again 
he sent the dove out from the ark. Then 
the dove came to him in the evening, and 
behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in 
her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters 
had receded from the earth. !2So he wait- 
ed yet another seven days and sent out the 
dove, which did not return again to him 
anymore. 

13And it came to pass in the six hundred 
and first year, in the first month, the first 
day of the month, that the waters were 
dried up from the earth; and Noah re- 
moved the covering of the ark and looked, 


and indeed the surface of the ground was 
dry. 4And in the second month, on the 
twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth 
was dried. 

15Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16“Go 
out of the ark, "you and your wife, and your 
sons and your sons’ wives with you. !7Bring 
out with you every living thing of all flesh 
that is with you: birds and cattle and every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so 
that they may abound on the earth, and ‘be 
fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18So 
Noah went out, and his sons and his wife 
and his sons’ wives with him. !%Every ani- 
mal, every creeping thing, every bird, and 
whatever creeps on the earth, according to 
their families, went out of the ark. 


God's Covenant with Creation 

20Then Noah built an /altar to the LORD, 
and took of "every clean animal and of ev- 
ery clean bird, and offered ‘burnt offerings 
on the altar. 21And the LORD smelled ™a 
soothing aroma. Then the LorD said in His 
heart, “I will never again "curse the ground 
for man’s sake, although the °imagination 
of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor 
will I again destroy every living thing as I 
have done. 


22 “While the earth “remains, 
Seedtime and harvest, 
Cold and heat, 

Winter and summer, 
And 'day and night 
Shall not cease.” 


So God blessed Noah and his sons, and 

said to them: @“Be fruitful and multi- 
ply, and fill the earth.* 2oAnd the fear of 
you and the dread of you shall be on ev- 
ery beast of the earth, on every bird of the 
air, on all that move on the earth, and on 
all the fish of the sea. They are given into 
your hand. 8cEvery moving thing that lives 
shall be food for you. I have given you @all 


*9:1 Compare Genesis 1:28 


8:14 the earth was dried. After more than a full year, 
the waters had returned to their place (7:11). As in 
the beginning, God brought the waters of earth into 
their place (1:9-13). The flood began in Noah's 600th 
year, in the 2nd month, on day 17 (7:11) and ended in 
Noah's 601st year, in the 2nd month, on day 27 (8:14). 
8:20 an altar. This is the first mention of sacrificial 
worship since the days of Cain and Abel (4:3-5); yet 
we may assume that the principle of sacrificial wor- 
ship was perpetuated through the line of faithful 
people (ch. 5). 

8:22 While the earth remains. The words of this 
verse are a poem of powerful effect. These words 
might easily have become a song of faith, the 
response of the people of God to the promise He 
made (v. 21). Later in Israel's history, the prophets 
recalled God's great promise to Noah (Is. 54:9-10). 
9:1-19 God’s Promise to Noah—Only when we 
think of God as Creator, as well as Redeemer, can we 
begin to understand His covenant of redemption 


as being related to the covenant of creation (Gen. 
1:26-30; 2:15-17). God doesn’t abandon His creation. 
On the contrary, though evil has corrupted it, He gra- 
ciously (for it is undeserved) establishes a covenantal 
relationship with Noah’s descendants as well as with 
every beast of the earth. This note of universality is 
given further expression by Hosea (2:18) and Jonah 
(4:11). When Paul encourages Roman believers about 
struggles in this life, he reminds them that they are 
not alone, but assures them that the whole creation 
also groans and suffers, eagerly anticipating that fina 
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things, even as the ¢green herbs. 4/But you 
shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its 
blood. 5Surely for your lifeblood I will de- 
mand a reckoning; ¢from the hand of every 
beast I will require it, and "from the hand 
of man. From the hand of every ‘man’s 
brother I will require the life of man. 


6 “Whoever isheds man’s blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed; 
kFor in the image of God 
He made man. 
7 And as for you, 'be fruitful and 
multiply; 
Bring forth abundantly in the 
earth 
And multiply in it.” 


8Then God spoke to Noah and to his 
sons with him, saying: 9“And as for Me, 
mbehold, I establish "My covenant with 
you and with your descendants* after you, 
l0oand with every living creature that is 
with you: the birds, the cattle, and every 
beast of the earth with you, of all that go 
out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 
Thus PI establish My covenant with you: 
Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the 
waters of the flood; never again shall there 
be a flood to destroy the earth.” 

122And God said: “This is the sign of the 
covenant which I make between Me and 
you, and every living creature that is with 
you, for perpetual generations: 13] set "My 
rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the 
sign of the covenant between Me and the 
earth. “It shall be, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the rainbow shall be 
seen in the cloud; Sand sI will remember 
My covenant which is between Me and you 
and every living creature of all flesh; the 
waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. !16The rainbow shall be in 
the cloud, and I will look on it to remem- 
ber ‘the everlasting covenant between God 
and every living creature of all flesh that 
is on the earth.” !17And God said to Noah, 
“This is the sign of the covenant which I 
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have established between Me and all flesh 
that is on the earth.” 


Noah and His Sons 

18Now the sons of Noah who went out 
of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
4uAnd Ham was the father of Canaan. 
19vThese three were the sons of Noah, wand 
from these the whole earth was populated. 

20And Noah began to be xa farmer, and 
he planted a vineyard. 21Then he drank 
of the wine vand was drunk, and became 
uncovered in his tent. 22And Ham, the fa- 
ther of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his 
father, and told his two brothers outside. 
23zBut Shem and Japheth took a garment, 
laid it on both their shoulders, and went 
backward and covered the nakedness of 
their father. Their faces were turned away, 
and they did not see their father’s naked- 
ness. 

24So Noah awoke from his wine, and 
knew what his younger son had done to 
him. 25Then he said: 


“Cursed be Canaan; 
A >servant of servants 
He shall be to his brethren.” 


26And he said: 


c“Blessed be the LORD, 
The God of Shem, 
And may Canaan be his servant. 
27 May God ¢enlarge Japheth, 
eAnd may he dwell in the tents of Shem; 
And may Canaan be his servant.” 


28 And Noah lived after the flood three 
hundred and fifty years. 29So all the days 
of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years; 
and he died. 


Nations Descended from Noah 
1 Now this is the genealogy of the sons 
of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


*9:9 Literally seed 


redemption from the curse of sin. The promise given 
here is to never destroy the earth again by flood (v. 
11). The rainbow is then a testimony of the existence 
of this promise. 

9:4 blood. This restriction gets more attention in 
Leviticus (see Lev. 17:11-12). Blood represents the 
animal's life. It may be used in sacrifice, for all life 
belongs to the Lord. 

9:6 image of God. Sin did not destroy man as the 
image of God. God values human life more highly 
than animal life because only humankind possesses 
God's image. 

9:9 covenant. This is the second occurrence in Gen- 
esis of the important concept of covenant (6:18). God 
promised that He would establish His covenant with 
Noah and here He accomplished this great work. 
9:26-27 Shem. Shem was given precedence over 
his brothers. Eber and Abram were descended from 
Shem (11:10-30), so Shem’s blessing is ultimately a 
blessing on Israel. 


9:29 and he died. Noah's death was the end of an 
era. Only he and his family spanned two worlds, that 
of the earth before and after the flood. His long life 
(950 years) gave him opportunity to transmit to his 
many descendants the dramatic story that he had 
lived out with his family. Peoples in places and cul- 
tures the world over have memories and stories of 
a great flood in antiquity. The details differ, but the 
stories remain. 


9:3¢Gen. 1:29 9:41 Sam. 14:33,34 9:59Ex. 21:28 
hGen. 4:9,10 ‘Acts 17:26 9:6/Lev. 24:17 ‘Gen. 1:26, 27 
9:7/Gen.9:1,19 9:9™Gen. 6:18 "Is.54:9  9:10°Ps. 
145:9 9:11? 1s.54:9  9:129Gen. 9:13, 17; 17:11 

9:13 Ezek. 1:28 9:155Lev.26:42,45 9:16'Gen. 
17:13,19 9:184Gen.9:25-27; 10:6 9:19”Gen. 5:32 
w1Chr.1:4 9:20* Gen. 3:19, 23;4:2 9:21Y Prov. 


20:1 9:232Ex.20:12 9:25 Deut. 27:16 © Josh. 9:23 
9:26 Gen. 14:20; 24:27. 9:2749Gen. 10:2-5; 39:3 & Eph. 
2:13, 14; 3:6 


12 | Genesis 10:2 


aAnd sons were born to them after the 
flood. 

2bThe sons of Japheth were Gomer, Ma- 
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and 
Tiras. 3The sons of Gomer were Ashke- 
naz, Riphath,* and Togarmah. 4The sons 
of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, 
and Dodanim.* 5From these ‘the coastland 
peoples of the Gentiles were separated 
into their lands, everyone according to his 
language, according to their families, into 
their nations. 

6dThe sons of Ham were Cush, Miz- 
raim, Put,* and Canaan. 7The sons of Cush 
were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and 
Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were 
Sheba and Dedan. 

8Cush begot ¢Nimrod; he began to be a 
mighty one on the earth. 9He was a mighty 
fhunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, 
“Like Nimrod the mighty hunter ¢before 
the LorD.” !0hAnd the beginning of his 
kingdom was ‘Babel, Erech, Accad, and 
Calneh, in the land of Shinar. From that 
land he went to /Assyria and built Nineveh, 
Rehoboth Ir, Calah, !2and Resen between 
Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal 
city). 

BMizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Le- 
habim, Naphtuhim, “Pathrusim, and 
Casluhim k(from whom came the Philis- 
tines and Caphtorim). 

15Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and 
'Heth; 16mthe Jebusite, the Amorite, and the 
Girgashite; !7the Hivite, the Arkite, and the 
Sinite; 18the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and 
the Hamathite. Afterward the families of 
the Canaanites were dispersed. 19"And the 
border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as 
you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then 
as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Ad- 
mah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 2°These 
were the sons of Ham, according to their 
families, according to their languages, in 
their lands and in their nations. 

21And children were born also to Shem, 
the father of all the children of Eber, the 


brother of Japheth the elder. 22The “sons 
of Shem were Elam, Asshur, pArphaxad, 
Lud, and Aram. 23The sons of Aram were 
Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.* 24Arphaxad 
begot ¢Salah,* and Salah begot Eber. 25'To 
Eber were born two sons: the name of one 
was Peleg, for in his days the earth was di- 
vided; and his brother’s name was Joktan. 
26Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazar- 
maveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 
28Obal,* Abimael, Sheba, 29Ophir, Havilah, 
and Jobab. All these were the sons of Jok- 
tan. 3®And their dwelling place was from 
Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the moun- 
tain of the east. 31These were the sons of 
Shem, according to their families, accord- 
ing to their languages, in their lands, ac- 
cording to their nations. 

32sThese were the families of the sons 
of Noah, according to their generations, in 
their nations; tand from these the nations 
were divided on the earth after the flood. 


The Tower of Babel 
1 Now the whole earth had one lan- 
guage and one speech. 2And it came 
to pass, as they journeyed from the east, 
that they found a plain in the land ¢of 
Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3Then they 
said to one another, “Come, let us make 
bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They 
had brick for stone, and they had asphalt 
for mortar. 4And they said, “Come, let us 
build ourselves a city, and a tower whose 
top is in the heavens; let us make a ‘name 
for ourselves, lest we “be scattered abroad 
over the face of the whole earth.” 
5eBut the LORD came down to see the 


*10:3 Spelled Diphath in 1 Chronicles 

1:6 *10:4 Spelled Rodanim in Samaritan 
Pentateuch and 1 Chronicles 1:7. * 10:6 Or 

Phut *10:23 Called Meshech in Septuagint and 
1 Chronicles 1:17 * 10:24 Following Masoretic 
Text, Vulgate, and Targum; Septuagint reads 
Arphaxad begot Cainan, and Cainan begot Salah 
(compare Luke 3:35, 36). * 10:28 Spelled Ebalin 
1 Chronicles 1:22 


10:2 The sons of Japheth. The listing of Japheth’s 
descendants is briefer than the others. Among the 
persons and peoples mentioned is Javan, an ancient 
name for the Greek people. It is thought that many of 
Japheth’s descendants migrated to Europe. 

10:6 The sons of Ham. Cush is the ancient name for 
Ethiopia; Mizraim is a name for Egypt. 

10:7-11 Nimrod. Like Lamech the descendant of 
Cain, Nimrod’s infamy was proverbial. His territory 
was in the lands of the east, the fabled ancient cities of 
Mesopotamia. The prophet Micah would later use the 
name Nimrod to describe the region of Assyria, which 
would come under God's judgment (Mic. 5:5-6). 
10:21-24 Eber. This is the name that gives rise to the 
term Hebrew, which is first used of Abram in 14:13. 
Eber descended from Shem, the one of Noah's sons 
who was appointed to carry on the messianic line. 
Abram was a direct descendant of Eber. 

10:32 the families of the sons of Noah. Although 
not every ancient people group is listed in this “Table 


of the Nations,” its clear teaching is that all the varied 
peoples of the earth, no matter of what land or lan- 
guage, are descended from Noah. 

11:2 the land of Shinar. This is the region of ancient 
Babylon in Mesopotamia (10:10). 

11:4 Pride—God divided the human race into dif- 
ferent language groups because they had refused to 
obey His command to fill the earth, and had become 
united for an evil purpose. This does not mean that 
God wants the world to remain divided. Christ came 
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city and the tower which the sons of men 
had built. And the LORD said, “Indeed ‘the 
people are one and they all have Zone lan- 
guage, and this is what they begin to do; 
now nothing that they "propose to do will 
be withheld from them. 7Come, ‘let Us go 
down and there iconfuse their language, 
that they may not understand one anoth- 
er’s speech.” 8So the LORD scattered them 
abroad from there 'over the face of all the 
earth, and they ceased building the city. 
9Therefore its name is called Babel, ™be- 
cause there the LORD confused the lan- 
guage of all the earth; and from there the 
LORD scattered them abroad over the face 
of all the earth. 


Shem’s Descendants 

10nThis is the genealogy of Shem: Shem 
was one hundred years old, and begot Ar- 
phaxad two years after the flood. 1!After 
he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hun- 
dred years, and begot sons and daughters. 

12Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, 
oand begot Salah. !3After he begot Salah, 
Arphaxad lived four hundred and three 
years, and begot sons and daughters. 

14Salah lived thirty years, and begot 
Eber. After he begot Eber, Salah lived 
four hundred and three years, and begot 
sons and daughters. 

16p>Eber lived thirty-four years, and be- 
got (Peleg. !7After he begot Peleg, Eber 
lived four hundred and thirty years, and 
begot sons and daughters. 

18Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu. 
19A fter he begot Reu, Peleg lived two hun- 
dred and nine years, and begot sons and 
daughters. 

20Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot 
rSerug. 21After he begot Serug, Reu lived 
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two hundred and seven years, and begot 
sons and daughters. 

22Serug lived thirty years, and begot 
Nahor. 23After he begot Nahor, Serug lived 
two hundred years, and begot sons and 
daughters. 

24Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and be- 
got sTerah. 25After he begot Terah, Nahor 
lived one hundred and nineteen years, and 
begot sons and daughters. 

26Now Terah lived seventy years, and 
tbegot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 


Terah’s Descendants 

27This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah 
begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran 
begot Lot. 28And Haran died before his fa- 
ther Terah in his native land, in Ur of the 
Chaldeans. 29Then Abram and Nahor took 
wives: the name of Abram’s wife was vSar- 
ai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, ™Milcah, 
the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah 
and the father of Iscah. 30But xSarai was 
barren; she had no child. 

31And Terah Ytook his son Abram and 
his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and 
his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s 
wife, and they went out with them from 7Ur 
of the Chaldeans to go to ¢the land of Ca- 
naan; and they came to Haran and dwelt 
there. 32So the days of Terah were two 
hundred and five years, and Terah died in 
Haran. 


Promises to Abram 
1 2 Now the ¢LorD had said to Abram: 


“Get Sout of your country, 
From your family 
And from your father’s house, 
To a land that I will show you. 


to reconcile the world to God (2 Cor. 5:19), and when 
we are in Christ we are not only reconciled to God, 
but to one another (Eph. 2:11-19). The unity God 
destroyed by judgment at Babel was restored by 
grace on the Day of Pentecost. On that day people 
from different nations came together to hear the gos- 
pel in their own languages. 

11:7 let Us go down. The plural “Us” in this passage 
is similar to the language of 1:26-28. The plural pro- 
noun emphasizes the majesty of the speaker. 

11:9 Babel. There is a pun in this name that no Hebrew 
reader would miss. The verb for confuse sounds simi- 
lar to the name of the city. confused... scattered. 
Because of their pride and arrogance, God scattered 
the peoples of the earth and confused their language, 
but one day peoples of all languages and cultures will 
unite to celebrate the grace of God's risen Son, lifting 
their voices together in praise of the Lamb (Rev. 5:8-14). 
11:10-25 the genealogy. This genealogy shows that 
Abram was a descendant of Noah through Shem, just 
as Noah was a descendant of Adam through Seth. It is 
interesting to note that while the people mentioned in 
this genealogy lived to be very old, they did not reach 
the great ages of the peoples before the flood. Instead, 
their lives appear to be growing progressively shorter. 
11:28 Ur of the Chaldeans. For generations, scholars 


have believed this to be the famous Ur located near 
the ancient delta in the Persian Gulf where the Tigris 
and Euphrates Rivers flow together. More recently, 
some scholars have noted the tablets at Ebla that 
speak of an Ur in the region of north Syria and sug- 
gest that this is the city of Haran’s death. 

11:29 Sarai. The name Sarai means “princess,” imply- 
ing a person of noble birth. Later we learn that Sarai 
was Abram’s half sister (20:12). 

12:1 Lorp. Even though the name Yahweh (trans- 
lated LorD) is not explained until Exodus 3:14-15, it is 
used here to make it clear to the readers that this was 
the same God who later formed the nation of Israel, 
and who was the Creator (2:4). 

12:1-3 God’s Covenant with Abram—The cov- 
enant with Abram is the first covenant that pertains 
to the rule of God. It is unconditional, and depends 
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2 cl will make you a great nation; 
qJ will bless you 
And make your name great; 
eAnd you shall be a blessing. 
3 fl will bless those who bless you, 
And I will curse him who curses you; 
And in “you all the families of the 
earth shall be "blessed.” 


4So Abram departed as the LORD had 
spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he 
departed from Haran. 5Then Abram took 
Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, 
and all their possessions that they had 
gathered, and ‘the people whom they had 
acquired in ‘Haran, and they “departed to 
go to the land of Canaan. So they came 
to the land of Canaan. ®Abram 'passed 
through the land to the place of Shechem, 
mas far as the terebinth tree of Moreh.* 
nAnd the Canaanites were then in the land. 

7oThen the LORD appeared to Abram and 
said, >“To your descendants I will give this 
land.” And there he built an ¢altar to the 
LORD, who had appeared to him. 8And he 
moved from there to the mountain east of 
Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel 
on the west and Ai on the east; there he 
built an altar to the LORD and ‘called on the 
name of the LORD. 9So Abram journeyed, 
sgoing on still toward the South.* 


Abram in Egypt 

10Now there was ‘a famine in the land, 
and Abram “went down to Egypt to dwell 
there, for the famine was severe in the 
land. And it came to pass, when he was 
close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sar- 
ai his wife, “Indeed I know that you are wa 
woman of beautiful countenance. !2There- 
fore it will happen, when the Egyptians see 
you, that they will say, ‘This is his wife’; 


and they «will kill me, but they will let you 
live. 18yPlease say you are my sister, that it 
may be well with me for your sake, and that 
T* may live because of you.” 

M4So it was, when Abram came into 
Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, 
that she was very beautiful. ©The princes 
of Pharaoh also saw her and commended 
her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken 
to Pharaoh’s house. !6He «treated Abram 
well for her sake. He “had sheep, oxen, 
male donkeys, male and female servants, 
female donkeys, and camels. 

17But the LORD ‘plagued Pharaoh and 
his house with great plagues because of 
Sarai, Abram’s wife. !8And Pharaoh called 
Abram and said, ¢“What is this you have 
done to me? Why did you not tell me that 
she was your wife? !9Why did you say, ‘She 
is my sister’? I might have taken her as my 
wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take 
her and go your way.” 29eSo Pharaoh com- 
manded his men concerning him; and they 
sent him away, with his wife and all that 
he had. 


Abram Inherits Canaan 
1 Then Abram went up from Egypt, he 
and his wife and all that he had, and 
aLot with him, >to the South.* 2-Abram 
was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in 
gold. 3And he went on his journey ¢from 
the South as far as Bethel, to the place 
where his tent had been at the beginning, 
between Bethel and Ai, 4to the eplace of 
the altar which he had made there at first. 
And there Abram /called on the name of 
the LORD. 
5Lot also, who went with Abram, had 


* 12:6 Hebrew Alon Moreh 
* 12:13 Literally my soul 


* 12:9 Hebrew Negev 
* 13:1 Hebrew Negev 


only on God who obligates Himself in grace, indi- 
cated by the unconditional declaration, “I will.” The 
Abrahamic covenant is also the basis of other cov- 
enants and it promises blessings in three areas: (1) 
national—"| will make you a great nation,” (2) per- 
sonal—"| will bless you and make your name great; 
and (3) universal—“in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” The Abrahamic covenant is an 
important link in all that God began to do, has done 
throughout history, and will continue to do until the 
consummation of history. God blesses Abram and all 
his descendants through the Messiah, who is Abram’s 
progeny and provides salvation for the entire world. 
12:2-3 | will bless you. There are seven elements in 
God's promise to Abram. The number seven is often 
used in Scripture to suggest fullness and completeness. 
12:7 To your descendants. The land of Canaan was 
a gift to the descendants of Abram. God owned the 
land (Ps. 24:1); it was His to do with as He pleased. The 
people of Canaan had lost their right to occupy the 
land due to their awful depravity (see 15:16). Thus 
God declared that this land would become the land 
of Israel (15:18-21; 17:6-8). 

12:8 called on the name of the Lorb. This was not a 


private prayer but a public proclamation. Abram was 
telling others about the Lord. 

12:11 woman of beautiful countenance. Sarai’s 
physical beauty was remarkable considering her age. 
She was ten years younger than Abram, or about 65 
(12:4; 17:17). 

12:13 my sister. Sarai was Abram’s half sister, the 
daughter of his father but not of his mother (20:12). 
12:17 the Lorp plagued Pharaoh. This is the first 
example of the cursing and blessing element of God's 
promise (see 12:2-3). 
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flocks and herds and tents. Now “the land 
was not able to support them, that they 
might dwell together, for their possessions 
were so great that they could not dwell 
together. 7And there was "strife between 
the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and 
the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. ‘The Ca- 
naanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in 
the land. 

8So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there 
be no strife between you and me, and be- 
tween my herdsmen and your herdsmen; 
for we are brethren. 9¥Is not the whole land 
before you? Please ‘separate from me. If 
you take the left, then I will go to the right; 
or, if you go to the right, then I will go to 
the left.” 

10And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all 
"the plain of Jordan, that it was well wa- 
tered everywhere (before the LORD °de- 
stroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) Plike the 
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt 
as you go toward ¢Zoar. "Then Lot chose 
for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot 
journeyed east. And they separated from 
each other. 12Abram dwelt in the land of 
Canaan, and Lot "dwelt in the cities of the 
plain and spitched his tent even as far as 
Sodom. But the men of Sodom twere ex- 
ceedingly wicked and “sinful against the 
LORD. 

14And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot 
vhad separated from him: “Lift your eyes 
now and look from the place where you 
are—vnorthward, southward, eastward, 
and westward; for all the land which you 
see x] give to you and Yyour descendants* 
forever. 16And 2I will make your descen- 
dants as the dust of the earth; so that if a 
man could number the dust of the earth, 
then your descendants also could be num- 
bered. !7Arise, walk in the land through its 
length and its width, for I give it to you.” 

18aThen Abram moved his tent, and went 
and >dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mam- 
re,* ‘which are in Hebron, and built an 4al- 
tar there to the LORD. 


Lot’s Captivity and Rescue 
1 And it came to pass in the days of Am- 
raphel king ¢of Shinar, Arioch king of 
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Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of "Elam, and 
Tidal king of nations,* 2that they made war 
with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of 
Gomorrah, Shinab king of sAdmah, Shem- 
eber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela 
(that is, 4Zoar). 3All these joined together in 
the Valley of Siddim ¢(that is, the Salt Sea). 
4Twelve years ‘they served Chedorlaomer, 
and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 

5In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer 
and the kings that were with him came 
and attacked sthe Rephaim in Ashteroth 
Karnaim, "the Zuzim in Ham, ‘the Emim 
in Shaveh Kiriathaim, Siand the Horites in 
their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, 
which is by the wilderness. 7Then they 
turned back and came to En Mishpat (that 
is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of 
the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who 
dwelt kin Hazezon Tamar. 

8And the king of Sodom, the king of 
Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king 
of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, 
Zoar) went out and joined together in battle 
in the Valley of Siddim 9against Chedorla- 
omer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations,* 
Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch 
king of Ellasar—four kings against five. 
10Now the Valley of Siddim was full of 
lasphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the 
remainder fled ™to the mountains. !!Then 
they took "all the goods of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and all their provisions, and went 
their way. !2They also took Lot, Abram’s 
obrother’s son Pwho dwelt in Sodom, and 
his goods, and departed. 

13Then one who had escaped came and 
told Abram the “Hebrew, for "he dwelt by 
the terebinth trees of Mamre* the Amorite, 
brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; sand 
they were allies with Abram. 4Now twhen 
Abram heard that “his brother was taken 
captive, he armed his three hundred and 
eighteen trained servants who were Yborn 
in his own house, and went in pursuit was 
far as Dan. He divided his forces against 


* 13:15 Literally seed, and so throughout the book 
* 13:18 Hebrew Alon Mamre_ * 14:1 Hebrew 
goyim *14:9 Hebrew goyim * 14:13 Hebrew 
Alon Mamre 


13:7 The Canaanites and the Perizzites. As in 12:6, 
the point of this phrase is that the land was already 
populated; Abram and Lot did not come into an 
empty region but had to compete for land for their 
rapidly growing herds and flocks. 

13:14-17 This section forms part of the set of texts that 
set the stage for the Abrahamic covenant (see the list 
at 15:1-21). This section builds on 12:1-3,7, the passage 
in which God first gave His great promise to Abram. 
14:3 the Valley of Siddim. This valley is most likely 
submerged under the waters of the Dead Sea today. 
14:14 three hundred and eighteen. The fact that 
Abram could find this many fighting men from among 
his own servants is an indication of the great wealth 
and honor that the Lord had given him (12:2-3). 
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them by night, and he and his servants at- 
tacked them and pursued them as far as 
Hobah, which is north of Damascus. !6So 
he Yybrought back all the goods, and also 
brought back his brother Lot and his goods, 
as well as the women and the people. 

17And the king of Sodom zwent out to 
meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, 
athe King’s Valley), bafter his return from 
the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings 
who were with him. 


Abram and Melchizedek 

Then ¢Melchizedek king of Salem 
brought out ¢bread and wine; he was ethe 
priest of fGod Most High. !And he blessed 
him and said: 


s“Blessed be Abram of God Most High, 
hPossessor of heaven and earth; 
20 And ‘blessed be God Most High, 
Who has delivered your enemies into 
your hand.” 


And he igave him a tithe of all. 

21Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, 
“Give me the persons, and take the goods 
for yourself.” 

22But Abram &said to the king of Sodom, 
“T [have raised my hand to the LORD, God 
Most High, ™the Possessor of heaven and 
earth, 23that "I will take nothing, from a 
thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not 
take anything that is yours, lest you should 
say, ‘I have made Abram rich’— 24except 


only what the young men have eaten, and 
the portion of the men who went with me: 
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take 
their portion.” 


God's Covenant with Abram 
15 After these things the word of the 
LORD came to Abram 4in a vision, say- 

ing, >“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your 
cshield, your exceedingly ¢great reward.” 

2eBut Abram said, “Lord GOD, what will 
You give me, fseeing I go childless, and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3Then Abram said, “Look, You have given 
me no offspring; indeed gone born in my 
house is my heir!” 

4And behold, the word of the LORD came 
to him, saying, “This one shall not be your 
heir, but one who “will come from your 
own body shall be your heir.” 5Then He 
brought him outside and said, “Look now 
toward heaven, and ‘count the istars if you 
are able to number them.” And He said to 
him, “So shall your ‘descendants be.” 

6And he “believed in the LORD, and He 
naccounted it to him for righteousness. 

7Then He said to him, “I am the LoRD, 
who °brought you out of ?Ur of the Chal- 
deans, “to give you this land to inherit it.” 

8And he said, “Lord GoD, "how shall I 
know that I will inherit it?” 

9So He said to him, “Bring Me a three- 
year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 
goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, 


14:18 Melchizedek. This name means “my king is 
righteous.” Melchizedek was a contemporary of 
Abram who worshiped the living God. He is described 
as the “king of Salem,” an older, shorter name for Jeru- 
salem. The word is based on the root from which the 
word shalom (peace) comes. Melchizedek is a mys- 
terious figure, apparently appearing from nowhere, 
and with no explanation of his family or background. 
He is a priest of God Most High, even though there is 
no indication that he is of Abram’s family or even a 
descendant of Shem. The writer of Hebrews compares 
Melchizedek with another priest, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(see Heb. 5:9; Ps. 110:4). 

14:20 blessed be God Most High. When we bless 
God, we acknowledge Him as the source of all our 
blessings (Ps. 103:1—2). tithe. This is the first mention 
of tithing in the Bible. Even though there is no record 
of tithing as a command until much later (Deut. 14:22), 
the concept of a tenth belonging to God was appar- 
ently known. Abram’s gift indicates that he consid- 
ered Melchizedek a true priest of the living God; in 
giving this gift Abram was giving to the Lord. 

14:22 the LorD, God Most High. Abraham identified 
Yahweh, translated here as “the LorbD,” with the most 
high God for whom Melchizedek was priest. This is a 
clear statement that he and Melchizedek worshiped 
the same God. 

15:1-21 This section is one of the texts that pre- 
sent the Abrahamic covenant (see 17:1-22; 18:1-15; 
22:15-18; 26:23-24; 35:9-15; compare also 12:1-3,7; 
13:14-17). 

15:2 Eliezer of Damascus. This man had the honor of 
being Abram’s heir because Abram and Sarai had no 


child of their own. Some have wondered if Eliezer is 
also the unnamed servant of Abraham who went on 
the quest for a wife for Isaac (24:2-5). 

15:6 he believed. Almost ten years had passed since 
the original promises were given. As Abram grew 
older and still had no children, it was natural for him 
to wonder how the promises could be fulfilled. In 
answer to Abram’s questions, God, who had revealed 
Himself in word, and who had faithfully protected 
him and sustained him, again pledged His word of 
promise. Abram believed and his faith was accounted 
to him as righteousness. Some have thought that 
in Old Testament times people were saved by their 
good deeds rather than by faith, but this idea is mis- 
taken. Abram was not saved because of righteous 
living or obedience, but by believing in God and so 
being declared righteous by Him. The only valid work 
is the work of faith John 6:28—29; James 2:2). 

15:9 Bring Me. Abram prepared the sacrifice, but 
God enacted the sign (v. 17). This emphasizes the uni- 
ateral, unconditional nature of the covenant. 
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and a young pigeon.” !0Then he brought all 
these to Him and scut them in two, down 
the middle, and placed each piece opposite 
the other; but he did not cut ‘the birds in 
two. And when the vultures came down 
on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12Now when the sun was going down, 
ua deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, 
horror and great darkness fell upon him. 
18Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly 
vthat your descendants will be strangers 
in a land that is not theirs, and will serve 
them, and “they will afflict them four hun- 
dred years. 4And also the nation whom 
they serve *I will judge; afterward ythey 
shall come out with great possessions. 
15Now as for you, zyou shall go ¢to your 
fathers in peace; »you shall be buried at a 
good old age. !6But cin the fourth genera- 
tion they shall return here, for the iniquity 
dof the Amorites ¢is not yet complete.” 

17And it came to pass, when the sun went 
down and it was dark, that behold, there 
appeared a smoking oven and a burning 
torch that fpassed between those pieces. 
18On the same day the LORD made a coy- 
enant with Abram, saying: 

h“To your descendants I have given this 
land, from the river of Egypt to the great 
river, the River Euphrates— !%the Kenites, 
the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 2%the Hit- 
tites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 2!the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, 
and the Jebusites.” 


Hagar and Ishmael 

1 6 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, chad borne 
him no children. And she had %an 

Egyptian maidservant whose name was 

cHagar. 24So Sarai said to Abram, “See 
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now, the LORD ¢has restrained me from 
bearing children. Please, fgo in to my 
maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by 
her.” And Abram sheeded the voice of Sar- 
ai. 3Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar 
her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her 
husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram 
hhad dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan. 
4So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. 
And when she saw that she had conceived, 
her mistress became idespised in her eyes. 

5Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong 
be upon you! I gave my maid into your em- 
brace; and when she saw that she had con- 
ceived, I became despised in her eyes. iThe 
LORD judge between you and me.” 

6kSo Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed your 
maid is in your hand; do to her as you 
please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with 
her, ‘she fled from her presence. 

7Now the ™Angel of the LORD found her 
by a spring of water in the wilderness, "by 
the spring on the way to °Shur. 8And He 
said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you 
come from, and where are you going?” 

She said, “I am fleeing from the presence 
of my mistress Sarai.” 

§SThe Angel of the LORD said to her, “Re- 
turn to your mistress, and Psubmit yourself 
under her hand.” !°Then the Angel of the 
LORD said to her, o“I will multiply your de- 
scendants exceedingly, so that they shall 
not be counted for multitude.” UAnd the 
Angel of the LORD said to her: 


“Behold, you are with child, 
rAnd you shall bear a son. 
You shall call his name Ishmael, 
Because the LORD has heard your 
affliction. 


15:12 horror... darkness. These two words give 
great emphasis to the meaning “an overwhelmingly 
dark terror.” This kind of reaction to the indescribable 
holiness of the Lord (Is. 6:3; 40:25) is natural—Abram 
was about to experience the presence of the 
Almighty. This was a moment of profound dread and 
holy awe. 

15:13 four hundred years. Moses wrote down the 
story of Abrams life from the vantage point of the 
generation who fulfilled this prophecy (Ex. 12:40-42). 
15:17 between those pieces. This last element 
has profound implications. In solemn agreements 
between equals (parity treaties), both parties would 
pass between the bloody pieces of slain animals and 
birds. The symbol would be evident to all: “May | 
become like this if | do not keep my part of the agree- 
ment.” But Abram was not to walk this grisly path- 
way. Only God made the journey in the symbols of 
smoke and fire. The fulfillment of the promise of God 
to Abram, the Abrahamic covenant, is as sure as the 
ongoing life of the Lord. 

15:18 this land. God's promise to Abram included 
his descendants and the Promised One, the Seed of 
Genesis 3:15. But the promise also included the land 
of Canaan. God removed the people of Israel from the 
land of Canaan several times, but He never revoked His 
everlasting promise (17:8). The promise will be fulfilled 


in its fullness when Jesus Christ returns (Is. 9:1—7). 
the river of Egypt. The “river of Egypt” may refer to 
the Nile, or it may be what is called today the Wadi el 
Arish, a smaller watercourse at the natural boundary 
of Egypt and the land of Israel. the River Euphrates. 
This is the northern arm of the Euphrates in Syria. 
15:20 Rephaim. A people of unusually tall stature; 
they are called giants in 2 Samuel 21:15-22 (see Num. 
13:33; Deut. 2:11; 3:11). 

16:2 go in to my maid. This seems to have been an 
accepted practice in the ancient Middle East. If a 
woman was unable to bear children, she might use 
her servant as a surrogate mother, and adopt the 
child as her own. 

16:11 Ishmael. The name Ishmael uses the divine 
name El, and means “God hears.” 
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12 sHe shall be a wild man; 
His hand shall be against every man, 
And every man’s hand against him. 
tAnd he shall dwell in the presence of 
all his brethren.” 


13Then she called the name of the LORD 
who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who- 
Sees; for she said, “Have I also here seen 
Him “who sees me?” Therefore the well 
was called vBeer Lahai Roi;* observe, it is 
wbetween Kadesh and Bered. 

1I5So xHagar bore Abram a son; and 
Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael. !6Abram was eighty-six years old 
when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 


The Sign of the Covenant 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years 
old, the LORD “appeared to Abram 
and said to him, »“I am Almighty God; 
cwalk before Me and be 4blameless. 2And 
I will make My ecovenant between Me 
and you, and fwill multiply you exceed- 
ingly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face, and 
God talked with him, saying: 4“As for Me, 
behold, My covenant is with you, and you 
shall be a 2father of many nations. >No lon- 
ger shall "your name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; ‘for I have 
made you a father of many nations. §I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations jof you, and *kings shall 
come from you. 7And I will ‘establish My 
covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you in their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, ™to be God to 
you and "your descendants after you. 8Also 
oT give to you and your descendants after 
you the land "in which you are a stranger, 


all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting 
possession; and 4] will be their God.” 

9And God said to Abraham: “As for you, 
tyou shall keep My covenant, you and your 
descendants after you throughout their 
generations. !9This is My covenant which 
you shall keep, between Me and you and 
your descendants after you: sEvery male 
child among you shall be circumcised; 
lland you shall be circumcised in the flesh 
of your foreskins, and it shall be ta sign of 
the covenant between Me and you. !2He 
who is eight days old among you “shall 
be circumcised, every male child in your 
generations, he who is born in your house 
or bought with money from any foreigner 
who is not your descendant. 13He who is 
born in your house and he who is bought 
with your money must be circumcised, and 
My covenant shall be in your flesh for an 
everlasting covenant. And the uncircum- 
cised male child, who is not circumcised in 
the flesh of his foreskin, that person Yshall 
be cut off from his people; he has broken 
My covenant.” 

15Then God said to Abraham, “As for 
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. !6And 
I will bless her and also give you a son by 
her; then I will bless her, Wand she shall 
be a mother of nations; Ykings of peoples 
shall be from her.” 

17Then Abraham fell on his face Zand 
laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a 
child be born to a man who is one hundred 
years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety 
years old, bear a child?” 18And Abraham 


* 16:14 Literally Well of the One Who Lives and 
Sees Me 


17:4 covenant. While the peoples who descended 
directly from Abram (the nation of Israel, the Mid- 
ianites, Ishmaelites, and Edomites) were certainly 
numerous, Abram was “father of many” in a much 
broader sense yet. The message of the New Testa- 
ment reveals that God’s promise to Abram is to be ful- 
filled in the community of faith in every nation. The 
promise was so certain that his name was changed 
to Abraham, as an everlasting reminder of God's 
gracious covenant. Furthermore, the emphatic “as 
for Me” underscores the identity of the all-sufficient 
God who takes the initiative for establishing the cov- 
enantal relationship. This relationship is both spiritual 
and personal, anticipating the divine pledge, “and | 
will be their God.” The wonder of it all is that we who 
believe in Jesus Christ are part of that “multitude of 
nations” who share in the faith of Abraham “who is 
the father of us all.” 

17:5 Abram... Abraham. This name change is sig- 
nificant. Abram means “exalted father.” Abraham 
means “father of many”—a direct reflection of his 
new role. 

17:8 the land .. . an everlasting possession. The 
promise clearly included the Israelite people and 
the land of Canaan. The two are linked in the lan- 
guage of the covenant in chapter 15. Even though 
God removed Israel more than once from the 


land, He promised them ultimate possession of 
Canaan. 

17:13 circumcised. Circumcision in and of itself did 
not make people acceptable to God. It was meant as a 
tangible symbol of God's covenant in their lives, as an 
outward sign standing for the inward reality of a thor- 
ough commitment to God. In the New Testament, the 
apostle Paul speaks of having a “circumcised heart,” 
pointing to the fact that a circumcised body means 
nothing if the heart is not in accord (Rom. 2:25-29). 
17:15 Sarai... Sarah. Both names come from the 
same root, meaning “princess.” No explanation is 
given for the change in Sarah’s name, but like the 
name change from Abram to Abraham (vv. 4-5) the 
new name accompanied a new relationship with God. 
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asaid to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live 
before You!” 

19Then God said: “No, >Sarah your wife 
shall bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name Isaac; I will establish My ccovenant 
with him for an everlasting covenant, and 
with his descendants after him. 2®And as 
for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I 
have blessed him, and will make him fruit- 
ful, and ¢will multiply him exceedingly. 
He shall beget etwelve princes, fand I will 
make him a great nation. 21But My £cov- 
enant I will establish with Isaac, "whom 
Sarah shall bear to you at this ‘set time 
next year.” 22Then He finished talking with 
him, and God went up from Abraham. 

23So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all 
who were born in his house and all who 
were bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham’s house, and 
circumcised the flesh of their foreskins 
that very same day, as God had said to 
him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine years 
old when he was circumcised in the flesh 
of his foreskin. 25>And Ishmael his son was 
thirteen years old when he was circum- 
cised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26That 
very same day Abraham was circumcised, 
and his son Ishmael; 27and iall the men of 
his house, born in the house or bought with 
money from a foreigner, were circumcised 
with him. 


The Son of Promise 
1 8 Then the LORD appeared to him by 
the “terebinth trees of Mamre,* as he 
was sitting in the tent door in the heat of 
the day. 25So he lifted his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men were standing by 
him; cand when he saw them, he ran from 
the tent door to meet them, and bowed him- 
self to the ground, 3and said, “My Lord, if 
I have now found favor in Your sight, do 
not pass on by Your servant. 4Please let 4a 
little water be brought, and wash your feet, 
and rest yourselves under the tree. 5And eI 
will bring a morsel of bread, that fyou may 
refresh your hearts. After that you may 
pass by, inasmuch as you have come to 
your servant.” 
They said, “Do as you have said.” 


Genesis 18:19 ™@ 19 


6So Abraham hurried into the tent to 
Sarah and said, “Quickly, make ready 
three measures of fine meal; knead it and 
make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the 
herd, took a tender and good calf, gave it 
to a young man, and he hastened to pre- 
pare it. 8So "he took butter and milk and 
the calf which he had prepared, and set it 
before them; and he stood by them under 
the tree as they ate. 

9Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah 
your wife?” 

So he said, “Here, ‘in the tent.” 

10And He said, “I will certainly return to 
you /according to the time of life, and be- 
hold, ®Sarah your wife shall have a son.” 

(Sarah was listening in the tent door 
which was behind him.) !!Now ‘Abraham 
and Sarah were old, well advanced in age; 
and Sarah “had passed the age of child- 
bearing.* 12Therefore Sarah "laughed 
within herself, saying, “After I have grown 
old, shall I have pleasure, my Plord being 
old also?” 

13nd the LORD said to Abraham, “Why 
did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I surely 
bear a child, since I am old?’ 44Is anything 
too hard for the LORD? "At the appointed 
time I will return to you, according to the 
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not 
laugh,” for she was afraid. 

And He said, “No, but you did laugh!” 


Abraham Intercedes for Sodom 
16Then the men rose from there and 
looked toward Sodom, and Abraham went 
with them ‘to send them on the way. !7And 
the LorD said, ‘Shall I hide from Abra- 
ham what I am doing, !8since Abraham 
shall surely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 
be “blessed in him? !8For I have known 
him, in order that he may command his 
children and his household after him, that 
they keep the way of the LORD, to do righ- 
teousness and justice, that the LORD may 
bring to Abraham what He has spoken to 


*18:1 Hebrew Alon Mamre_ ~* 18:11 Literally the 
manner of women had ceased to be with Sarah 


17:19 Isaac. The name Isaac means “laughter” (see 
21:1-6). 

18:1 the Lorp appeared. This was the fifth time the 
Lord appeared to Abraham since he came into the 
land of Canaan (12:7; 13:14-17; 15:1-21; 17:1—-22). 
18:2-3 three men. Verse 1 states that the Lord 
appeared to Abraham, then the next verse refers to 
“three men.” It seems clear from verses 1, 13, and 17 
that one of the three was the Lord Himself, and from 
19:1 on the other two are referred to as angels. Appar- 
ently all three were in human form, and were able 
to eat the meal that Abraham had prepared. Many 
have speculated that this was an appearance of the 
preincarnate Christ. 

18:19 For | have known him. Some translations 


say, “| have chosen him.” The language speaks of 
the intimate relationship which motivates the Lord 
to accomplish His purpose in Abraham (22:12). 
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him.” 20And the LorD said, “Because “the 
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their “sin is very grave, 
21y] will go down now and see whether they 
have done altogether according to the out- 
cry against it that has come to Me; and if 
not, 2] will know.” 

22Then the men turned away from there 
aand went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
still stood before the LORD. 283And Abra- 
ham »came near and said, ““Would You 
also 4destroy the ¢righteous with the wick- 
ed? 24Suppose there were fifty righteous 
within the city; would You also destroy the 
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous 
that were in it? 25Far be it from You to do 
such a thing as this, to slay the righteous 
with the wicked, so that fthe righteous 
should be as the wicked; far be it from 
You! ¢Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” 

26So the LORD said, "“If I find in Sodom 
fifty righteous within the city, then I will 
spare all the place for their sakes.” 

27Then Abraham answered and said, 
“Indeed now, I who am ibut dust and ashes 
have taken it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord: 28Suppose there were five less than 
the fifty righteous; would You destroy all 
of the city for lack of five?” 

So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I 
will not destroy it.” 

29And he spoke to Him yet again and 
said, “Suppose there should be forty found 
there?” 

So He said, “I will not do it for the sake 
of forty.” 

30Then he said, i“Let not the Lord be 
angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty 
should be found there?” 

So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty 
there.” 

31And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken 
it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Sup- 
pose twenty should be found there?” 

So He said, “I will not destroy it for the 
sake of twenty.” 

32Then he said, “Let not the Lord be an- 
gry, and I will speak but once more: Sup- 
pose ten should be found there?” 

kAnd He said, “I will not destroy it for 
the sake of ten.” 33S0 the LORD went His 
way as soon as He had finished speaking 
with Abraham; and Abraham returned to 
his place. 


Sodom’s Depravity 
1 Now “the two angels came to Sodom 
in the evening, and »Lot was sitting 

in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, 
he rose to meet them, and he bowed him- 
self with his face toward the ground. 2And 
he said, “Here now, my lords, please ‘turn 
in to your servant’s house and spend the 
night, and ¢wash your feet; then you may 
rise early and go on your way.” 

And they said, e“No, but we will spend 
the night in the open square.” 

3But he insisted strongly; so they turned 
in to him and entered his house. ‘Then he 
made them a feast, and baked unleavened 
bread, and they ate. 

4Now before they lay down, the men of 
the city, the men of Sodom, both old and 
young, all the people from every quarter, 
surrounded the house. 5?And they called to 
Lot and said to him, “Where are the men 
who came to you tonight? ‘Bring them out 
to us that we jmay know them carnally.” 

6So kLot went out to them through the 
doorway, shut the door behind him, 7and 
said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so 
wickedly! 8’See now, I have two daughters 
who have not known a man; please, let me 
bring them out to you, and you may do to 
them as you wish; only do nothing to these 
men, "since this is the reason they have 
come under the shadow of my roof.” 

9And they said, “Stand back!” Then they 
said, “This one "came in to stay here, °and 
he keeps acting as a judge; now we will 
deal worse with you than with them.” So 
they pressed hard against the man Lot, and 
came near to break down the door. !But 
the men reached out their hands and pulled 
Lot into the house with them, and shut the 
door. 1And they struck the men who were 
at the doorway of the house with blindness, 
both small and great, so that they became 
weary trying to find the door. 


Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed 

122Then the men said to Lot, “Have you 
anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons, 
your daughters, and whomever you have 
in the city—¢take them out of this place! 
13For we will destroy this place, because 
the "outcry against them has grown great 
before the face of the LORD, and sthe LORD 
has sent us to destroy it.” 


do righteousness and justice. One idea in two 
words—“genuine righteousness.” 

19:2 my lords. This is a greeting of respect for special 
visitors. 

19:5 know them. This term usually refers to sexual 
relations between a man and a woman (4:1); here it 
is referring to homosexual activity, which God has 
declared is an abomination (Lev. 18:22). 
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14So Lot went out and spoke to his sons- 
in-law, ‘who had married his daughters, 
and said, ““Get up, get out of this place; for 
the LORD will destroy this city!” vBut to his 
sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. 

15When the morning dawned, the an- 
gels urged Lot to hurry, saying, w“Arise, 
take your wife and your two daughters 
who are here, lest you be consumed in the 
punishment of the city.” 16And while he 
lingered, the men «took hold of his hand, 
his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two 
daughters, the YLORD being merciful to 
him, Zand they brought him out and set 
him outside the city. 17So it came to pass, 
when they had brought them outside, that 
he* said, “Escape for your life! Do not 
look behind you nor stay anywhere in the 
plain. Escape cto the mountains, lest you 
be destroyed.” 

18Then Lot said to them, “Please, ¢no, my 
lords! !9Indeed now, your servant has found 
favor in your sight, and you have increased 
your mercy which you have shown me by 
saving my life; but I cannot escape to the 
mountains, lest some evil overtake me and 
I die. 2°See now, this city is near enough to 
flee to, and it is a little one; please let me 
escape there (is it not a little one?) and my 
soul shall live.” 

21And he said to him, “See, eI have fa- 
vored you concerning this thing also, in 
that I will not overthrow this city for which 
you have spoken. 22Hurry, escape there. 
For ‘I cannot do anything until you arrive 
there.” 

Therefore #the name of the city was 
called Zoar. 

23The sun had risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered Zoar. 24Then the LORD rained 
hbrimstone and ‘fire on Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, from the LORD out of the heavens. 25So 
He overthrew those cities, all the plain, 
all the inhabitants of the cities, and jwhat 
grew on the ground. 

26But his wife looked back behind him, 
and she became £a pillar of salt. 

27And Abraham went early in the 


Genesis 19:38 @ 21 


morning to the place where ‘he had stood 
before the LORD. 28Then he looked toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the 
land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, 
mthe smoke of the land which went up like 
the smoke of a furnace. 29And it came to 
pass, when God destroyed the cities of the 
plain, that God "remembered Abraham, 
and sent Lot out of the midst of the over- 
throw, when He overthrew the cities in 
which Lot had dwelt. 


The Descendants of Lot 

30Then Lot went up out of Zoar and 
odwelt in the mountains, and his two 
daughters were with him; for he was 
afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he and his two 
daughters dwelt in a cave. 31Now the first- 
born said to the younger, “Our father is old, 
and there is no man on the earth ’to come 
in to us as is the custom of all the earth. 
32Come, let us make our father drink wine, 
and we will lie with him, that we amay pre- 
serve the lineage of our father.” 33So they 
made their father drink wine that night. 
And the firstborn went in and lay with her 
father, and he did not know when she lay 
down or when she arose. 

34Tt happened on the next day that the 
firstborn said to the younger, “Indeed I lay 
with my father last night; let us make him 
drink wine tonight also, and you go in and 
lie with him, that we may preserve the lin- 
eage of our father.” 35Then they made their 
father drink wine that night also. And the 
younger arose and lay with him, and he did 
not know when she lay down or when she 
arose. 

36Thus both the daughters of Lot were 
with child by their father. 37The firstborn 
bore a son and called his name Moab; the is 
the father of the Moabites to this day. 38And 
the younger, she also bore a son and called 
his name Ben-Ammi; ‘she is the father of the 
people of Ammon to this day. 


*19:17 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read they. 


19:16 the Lorp being merciful to him. This is the 
whole point of the story. God could have destroyed 
the city of Sodom with no word to Lot or Abraham 
(18:17). But because of His mercy, God's angels 
grabbed Lot and his family and brought them forci- 
bly to safety. In this passage, Lot appears weak, inde- 
cisive, and unsure of whether he really wants to be 
rescued. However, the New Testament speaks a good 
word for Lot’s character, calling him a “righteous 
man” and telling us that he was grieved by the sin he 
saw in Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Pet. 2:6-8). 

19:22 Zoar. This name means “insignificant in size.” 
19:23-26 brimstone and fire. This may be simply a 
supernatural judgment on the cities, but some have 
also theorized that the fire and brimstone which 
“rained” down on them may have been from a volcanic 
eruption. In any case, it is clear that the destruction was 
ajudgment from God, and that it was under His control. 
19:26 pillar of salt. Near the Dead Sea, which is 


believed to now cover the site of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, there are numerous rock salt formations, includ- 
ing pillars about the size of a human. Jesus referred to 
the fate of Lot's wife as a historical fact (Luke 17:32). 
19:36-38 Moab... Ben-Ammi. The shameful act 
of incest led to the births of two sons whose descen- 
dants (the Moabites and the Ammonites) would 
greatly trouble Israel. 
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Abraham and Abimelech 
20 And Abraham journeyed from ¢there 
to the South, and dwelt between 

bKadesh and Shur, and ¢stayed in Gerar. 
2Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, 
d“She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of 
Gerar sent and ¢took Sarah. 

3But God came to Abimelech Sin a dream 
by night, and said to him, "“Indeed you are 
a dead man because of the woman whom 
you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 

4But Abimelech had not come near her; 
and he said, “Lord, ‘will You slay a righ- 
teous nation also? 5Did he not say to me, 
‘She is my sister’? And she, even she her- 
self said, ‘He is my brother. iIn the integrity 
of my heart and innocence of my hands I 
have done this.” 

6And God said to him in a dream, “Yes, 
I know that you did this in the integrity of 
your heart. For ®I also withheld you from 
sinning ‘against Me; therefore I did not let 
you touch her. 7Now therefore, restore the 
man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will 
pray for you and you shall live. But if you 
do not restore her, "know that you shall 
surely die, you °and all who are yours.” 

8So Abimelech rose early in the morn- 
ing, called all his servants, and told all 
these things in their hearing; and the men 
were very much afraid. 9And Abimelech 
called Abraham and said to him, “What 
have you done to us? How have I offended 
you, that you have brought on me and on 
my kingdom a great sin? You have done 
deeds to me ¢that ought not to be done.” 
10Then Abimelech said to Abraham, “What 
did you have in view, that you have done 
this thing?” 

llAnd Abraham said, “Because I 
thought, surely "the fear of God is not in 
this place; and sthey will kill me on account 
of my wife. !2But indeed ‘she is truly my 
sister. She is the daughter of my father, but 
not the daughter of my mother; and she 
became my wife. 13And it came to pass, 
when “God caused me to wander from my 


father’s house, that I said to her, ‘This is 
your kindness that you should do for me: 
in every place, wherever we go, ’say of me, 
“He is my brother.”’” 

M4Then Abimelech “took sheep, oxen, 
and male and female servants, and gave 
them to Abraham; and he restored Sar- 
ah his wife to him. And Abimelech said, 
“See, xmy land is before you; dwell where it 
pleases you.” !6Then to Sarah he said, “Be- 
hold, I have given your brother a thousand 
pieces of silver; Yindeed this vindicates 
you* zbefore all who are with you and be- 
fore everybody.” Thus she was rebuked. 

17%S$0 Abraham prayed ¢to God; and 
God “healed Abimelech, his wife, and 
his female servants. Then they bore chil- 
dren; 18for the LORD chad closed up all the 
wombs of the house of Abimelech because 
of Sarah, Abraham’s wife. 


Isaac Is Born 
?1 And the LoRD @visited Sarah as He 
had said, and the LorD did for Sarah 
bas He had spoken. 2For Sarah ‘conceived 
and bore Abraham a son in his old age, 
dat the set time of which God had spoken 
to him. 3And Abraham called the name of 
his son who was born to him—whom Sarah 
bore to him—¢Isaac. 4Then Abraham ‘cir- 
cumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 
5Now "Abraham was one hundred years 
old when his son Isaac was born to him. 
6And Sarah said, ‘“God has made me laugh, 
and all who hear iwill laugh with me.” 7She 
also said, “Who would have said to Abra- 
ham that Sarah would nurse children? *For 
Ihave borne him a son in his old age.” 


Hagar and Ishmael Depart 

8So the child grew and was weaned. And 
Abraham made a great feast on the same 
day that Isaac was weaned. 

§SAnd Sarah saw the son of Hagar 'the 


* 20:16 Literally it is a covering of the eyes for you 


20:2 She is my sister. The complete truth told in such 
a way as to deceive or mislead is still a falsehood. 
Abraham's words were true: “She is my sister,” but 
the message he intended to convey was false: “She 
is not married to me.” His intent was deceit and the 
consequences he reaped were the same as if he had 
directly lied. A man speaks the real truth when he 
speaks the truth in his heart (Ps. 15:2). 

20:3 God came... ina dream. Presumably, Abim- 
elech was a pagan king. Yet God warned him of 
the wrong he was about to commit. This is another 
instance of the protective care that the Lord gives His 
people (31:24; Num. 22:12-20). 

20:12 indeed she is truly my sister. Later the law 
would prohibit the marriage of people so closely 
related, but in the early years of the earth it was 
apparently acceptable for half siblings to marry (see 
note at 4:17). 

21:1 And the Lorp visited Sarah as He had said. The 
Bible stresses that the Lord causes conceptions; that 


children are a gift of the Lord (Ps. 127:3). The verb visit 
is an extraordinary choice here, indicating that the 
Lord entered directly into the affairs of His people. 

21:3 Isaac. |saac means “He (God) is laughing (now).” 
At one time Abraham and Sarah had both laughed 
at the improbability of having a son in their old age 
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Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abra- 
ham, "scoffing. 1°Therefore she said to 
Abraham, "“Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son; for the son of this bondwoman 
shall not be heir with my son, namely with 
Isaac.” UAnd the matter was very displeas- 
ing in Abraham’s sight °because of his son. 

l2But God said to Abraham, “Do not let 
it be displeasing in your sight because of 
the lad or because of your bondwoman. 
Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to 
her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be 
called. 13 Yet I will also make ¢a nation of 
the son of the bondwoman, because he is 
your seed.” 

14So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
and took bread and a skin of water; and put- 
ting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the 
boy to Hagar, and "sent her away. Then she 
departed and wandered in the Wilderness 
of Beersheba. }5And the water in the skin 
was used up, and she placed the boy under 
one of the shrubs. !6Then she went and sat 
down across from him at a distance of about 
a bowshot; for she said to herself, “Let me 
not see the death of the boy.” So she sat op- 
posite him, and lifted her voice and wept. 

17And sGod heard the voice of the lad. 
Then the ‘angel of God called to Hagar out 
of heaven, and said to her, “What ails you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the 
voice of the lad where he is. !8Arise, lift up 
the lad and hold him with your hand, for “I 
will make him a great nation.” 

19Then vGod opened her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water. And she went and 
filled the skin with water, and gave the lad 
a drink. 20So God “was with the lad; and 
he grew and dwelt in the wilderness, xand 
became an archer. 2!He dwelt in the Wil- 
derness of Paran; and his mother ¥took a 
wife for him from the land of Egypt. 


A Covenant with Abimelech 
22And it came to pass at that time that 
zAbimelech and Phichol, the commander 


Genesis 22:1 ™ 23 
of his army, spoke to Abraham, saying, 
a“God is with you in all that you do. 23Now 
therefore, swear to me by God that you 
will not deal falsely with me, with my off- 
spring, or with my posterity; but that ac- 
cording to the kindness that I have done 
to you, you will do to me and to the land in 
which you have dwelt.” 

24And Abraham said, “I will swear.” 

25Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech 
because of a well of water which Abime- 
lech’s servants chad seized. 26And Abime- 
lech said, “I do not know who has done this 
thing; you did not tell me, nor had I heard 
of it until today.” 27So Abraham took sheep 
and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and 
the two of them ¢made a covenant. 28And 
Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock 
by themselves. 

29Then Abimelech asked Abraham, 
e“What is the meaning of these seven ewe 
lambs which you have set by themselves?” 

30And he said, “You will take these sev- 
en ewe lambs from my hand, that ‘they 
may be my witness that I have dug this 
well.” 31Therefore he £called that place 
Beersheba,* because the two of them swore 
an oath there. 

32Thus they made a covenant at Beer- 
sheba. So Abimelech rose with Phichol, the 
commander of his army, and they returned 
to the land of the Philistines. 33Then Abra- 
ham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, 
and "there called on the name of the LORD, 
ithe Everlasting God. 34And Abraham 
stayed in the land of the Philistines many 
days. 


Abraham’s Faith Confirmed 
22 Now it came to pass after these 
things that “God tested Abraham, 
and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 


* 21:31 Literally Well of the Oath or Well of the 
Seven 


(17:17; 18:12); now with the birth of the promised child 
their laughter took on a happier meaning. 

21:12 listen to her voice. As painful as the situation 
was, God confirmed that Sarah was right that Ish- 
mael would have to leave. Only Isaac was the child of 
promise, the one through whom the covenant would 
be fulfilled. This complicated situation was part of the 
price Abraham had to pay for trying to bring about 
God's promises in his own time. Nevertheless, God is 
merciful and He did not abandon Hagar and Ishmael. 
21:17 God heard. What wonderful words these are! 
There is no pain of His people that He does not see 
or hear about (Is. 40:27—28; Heb. 2:10,18; 4:15). Even 
though Ishmael was not the son of promise, God still 
had His hand on his life. 

21:23 kindness. This exceedingly important term, 
sometimes translated Joyal love or lovingkindness is 
often used in the Psalms to describe God's character. 
Here we see its proper context in a binding relation- 
ship. The term basically describes covenant loyalty 
(24:12). 


21:27 covenant. This is a binding agreement between 
two equals, similar to today’s business contracts. 
21:28-31 seven ewe lambs . . . Beersheba. The 
Hebrew number seven is similar in sound to the verb 
meaning “to swear” (v. 24). Thus Beersheba would be 
the well where they swore and the well of the seven 
ewe lambs. 

21:34 the land of the Philistines. The name Pales- 
tine comes from the word for Philistine. 
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2Then He said, “Take now your son, 
byour only son Isaac, whom you ‘love, and 
go 4to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

3So Abraham rose early in the morning 
and saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son; and he split the wood for the burnt 
offering, and arose and went to the place 
of which God had told him. 4Then on the 
third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw 
the place afar off. 5And Abraham said to 
his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 
the lad* and I will go yonder and worship, 
and we will fcome back to you.” 

6So Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and 2laid it on Isaac his son; and 
he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, 
and the two of them went together. 7But 
Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and 
said, “My father!” 

And he said, “Here Iam, my son.” 

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?” 

8And Abraham said, “My son, God will 
provide for Himself the "lamb for a ‘burnt 
offering.” So the two of them went together. 

§9Then they came to the place of which 
God had told him. And Abraham built an 
altar there and placed the wood in order; 
and he bound Isaac his son and ‘laid him on 
the altar, upon the wood. “And Abraham 
stretched out his hand and took the knife 
to slay his son. 

UBut the RAngel of the LORD called to 
him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” 

So he said, “Here I am.” 

12And He said, '“Do not lay your hand 
on the lad, or do anything to him; for "now 
I know that you fear God, since you have 


not "withheld your son, your only son, 
from Me.” 

1B3Then Abraham lifted his eyes and 
looked, and there behind him was a ram 
caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abra- 
ham went and took the ram, and offered it 
up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 
4And Abraham called the name of the 
place, The-LORD-Will-Provide;* as it is said 
to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided.” 

Then the Angel of the LORD called 
to Abraham a second time out of heav- 
en, 16and said: >“By Myself I have sworn, 
says the LORD, because you have done this 
thing, and have not withheld your son, 
your only son— !"blessing I will ?bless 
you, and multiplying I will multiply your 
descendants %as the stars of the heaven 
rand as the sand which is on the seashore; 
and syour descendants shall possess the 
gate of their enemies. 18In your seed all 
the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 
ubecause you have obeyed My voice.” !9So 
Abraham returned to his young men, and 
they rose and went together to yBeersheba; 
and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 


The Family of Nahor 

20Now it came to pass after these things 
that it was told Abraham, saying, “Indeed 
wMilcah also has borne children to your 
brother Nahor: 2!*Huz his firstborn, Buz 
his brother, Kemuel the father yof Aram, 
22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and 
Bethuel.” 23And zBethuel begot Rebekah.* 
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abra- 
ham’s brother. 24His concubine, whose 
name was Reumah, also bore Tebah, Ga- 
ham, Thahash, and Maachah. 


*22:5 Or youngman * 22:14 Hebrew YHWH 
Yireh *22:23 Spelled Rebecca in Romans 9:10 


22:5 worship, and... come back to you. Abraham's 
comment to his servants is a significant avowal of his 
faith in God. Even though he was going to sacrifice his 
son, he was confident that they both would return. 
22:8 God will provide. Abraham's faith in God’s 
promise is shown in his response to a very real and 
terrible test. Many times this is seen as a test of the 
quality of Abraham's love for God—who would he 
choose, God or his son? However, there is no sign 
that Abraham made this mistake. He knew beyond a 
shadow of doubt that Isaac was given to him directly 
by God, the son of promise. Therefore it was right 
that he should love his son of promise as a gift from 
God. God’s covenant said that a great nation would 
descend from Isaac, therefore it would be so. Abra- 
ham’s test was not “whom do you love most?” but “do 
you really believe Me?” The answer was a resounding, 
“Yes!” Abraham carried his faith to the knife edge on 
his son’s flesh. God had promised, and it would be so, 
even if Isaac had to be raised from the dead to make 
His words come to pass (Heb. 11:17-19). 

22:9 bound Isaac his son. Surely Isaac could have 
struggled or run away at this point, but there is no 
evidence that he did so. Apparently Isaac’s faith and 


trust both in God and in his father was sufficient to 
stand the test. 

22:14 The-Lorb-Will-Provide. As God provided a 
ram to take the place of Abraham's son, so one day He 
would provide His own Son to take our place. Some 
believe that Mount Moriah later became part of the 
city of Jerusalem, and was the site of Solomon’s tem- 
ple. 

22:17 bless... multiply. |n the Hebrew, this is stated 
by doubling the verbs, a Hebrew idiom that power- 
fully emphasizes the certainty of the action. 

22:18 seed. Here this is a grand play on words. The 
seed was Isaac, and by extension the Jewish nation. 
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Sarah's Death and Burial 
2 Sarah lived one hundred and twenty- 
seven years; these were the years of 

the life of Sarah. 2So Sarah died in ¢Kir- 
jath Arba (that is, >Hebron) in the land of 
Canaan, and Abraham came to mourn for 
Sarah and to weep for her. 

3Then Abraham stood up from before 
his dead, and spoke to the sons of cHeth, 
saying, 4¢“I am a foreigner and a visitor 
among you. ¢Give me property for a burial 
place among you, that I may bury my dead 
out of my sight.” 

5And the sons of Heth answered Abra- 
ham, saying to him, ®“Hear us, my lord: 
You are fa mighty prince among us; bury 
your dead in the choicest of our burial plac- 
es. None of us will withhold from you his 
burial place, that you may bury your dead.” 

7Then Abraham stood up and bowed 
himself to the people of the land, the sons 
of Heth. 8And he spoke with them, saying, 
“Tf it is your wish that I bury my dead out of 
my sight, hear me, and meet with Ephron 
the son of Zohar for me, 9that he may give 
me the cave of $Machpelah which he has, 
which is at the end of his field. Let him give 
it to me at the full price, as property for a 
burial place among you.” 

10Now Ephron dwelt among the sons 
of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered 
Abraham in the presence of the sons of 
Heth, all who “entered at the gate of his 
city, saying, “No, my lord, hear me: I give 
you the field and the cave that is in it; I give 
it to you in the presence of the sons of my 
people. I give it to you. Bury your dead!” 

2Then Abraham bowed himself down 
before the people of the land; Band he 
spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the peo- 
ple of the land, saying, “If you will give it, 
please hear me. I will give you money for 
the field; take it from me and I will bury 
my dead there.” 

14And Ephron answered Abraham, say- 
ing to him, “My lord, listen to me; the 
land is worth four hundred ishekels of sil- 
ver. What is that between you and me? So 
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bury your dead.” 16And Abraham listened 
to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out the 
silver for Ephron which he had named in the 
hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred 
shekels of silver, currency of the merchants. 

17So 'the field of Ephron which was in 
Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the 
field and the cave which was in it, and all 
the trees that were in the field, which were 
within all the surrounding borders, were 
deeded !8to Abraham as a possession in the 
presence of the sons of Heth, before all who 
went in at the gate of his city. 

19And after this, Abraham buried Sarah 
his wife in the cave of the field of Mach- 
pelah, before Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the 
land of Canaan. 29So the field and the cave 
that is in it "were deeded to Abraham by the 
sons of Heth as property for a burial place. 


A Bride for Isaac 
2 Now Abraham ¢was old, well ad- 
vanced in age; and the LORD “had 

blessed Abraham in all things. 2So Abra- 
ham said cto the oldest servant of his house, 
who 4ruled over all that he had, “Please, 
eput your hand under my thigh, sand I will 
make you fswear by the LORD, the God of 
heaven and the God of the earth, that you 
will not take a wife for my son from the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom 
I dwell; 4but you shall go ‘to my country 
and to my family, and take a wife for my 
son Isaac.” 

5And the servant said to him, “Perhaps 
the woman will not be willing to follow me 
to this land. Must I take your son back to 
the land from which you came?” 

6But Abraham said to him, “Beware that 
you do not take my son back there. 7The 
LORD God of heaven, who ‘took me from 
my father’s house and from the land of my 
family, and who spoke to me and swore 
to me, saying, *‘To your descendants* I 
give this land,’ 'He will send His angel be- 
fore you, and you shall take a wife for my 


* 24:7 Literally seed 


Specifically the Seed was one descendant of Abra- 
ham, Jesus the Messiah. 

23:13 | will give you money for the field. Abraham 
would not have been offering “money” as we think of 
it today; minted coins were not invented until at least 
650 B.c. Instead, trading was done by barter, or with 
precious metals by weight. 

23:15 What is that between you and me? The dia- 
logue in this chapter gives a wonderfully detailed 
example of the bargaining process of the day. Abra- 
ham clearly understood Ephron’s generous state- 
ment as a politely phrased way of setting his price. 
23:20 field... cave... were deeded to Abraham. It 
is interesting to note that the only piece of the Prom- 
ised Land that Abraham ever personally possessed 
was this field and cave to bury his wife. 

24:2 the oldest servant. Some have thought that 
this might be Eliezer of Damascus, the one who had 


been named as Abraham's heir before the births of 
Ishmael and Isaac. 

24:3 the daughters of the Canaanites. This was not 
an issue of racism, as is sometimes thought—it was 
theological. The Canaanite peoples worshiped the 
false gods Baal and Asherah (Deut. 7:3). 


23:2 9 Josh. 14:15; 15:13; 21:11 &Gen. 13:18; 23:19 

23:3 Gen. 10:15; 15:20 23:44[Gen. 17:8] @ Acts 
7:5,16 23:6fGen. 13:2; 14:14; 24:35 23:99Gen. 
25:9 23:10" Gen. 23:18; 34:20,24 23:11/2 Sam. 
24:21-24  23:15/Ex. 30:13 23:16* Jer. 32:9, 10 
23:17/!Gen. 25:9; 49:29-32; 50:13 23:20 Jer. 32:10, 
11 24:19Gen. 18:11; 21:5 &Gen. 12:2; 13:2; 24:35 
24:2¢Gen. 15:2 4Gen. 24:10; 39:4-6 @Gen. 47:29 

24:3 Gen. 14:19, 22 9Deut.7:3. 24:4/Gen. 28:2 ‘Gen. 
12:1. 24:7/Gen. 12:1; 24:3 ‘Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 17:8 
'Ex, 23:20, 23; 33:2 


26 @ Genesis 24:8 


son from there. 8And if the woman is not 
willing to follow you, then "you will be 
released from this oath; only do not take 
my son back there.” 9So the servant put 
his hand under the thigh of Abraham his 
master, and swore to him concerning this 
matter. 

10Then the servant took ten of his mas- 
ter’s camels and departed, "for all his mas- 
ter’s goods were in his hand. And he arose 
and went to Mesopotamia, to °the city of 
Nahor. 'And he made his camels kneel 
down outside the city by a well of water 
at evening time, the time ">when women 
go out to draw water. !2Then he 4said, “O 
LORD God of my master Abraham, please 
"give me success this day, and show kind- 
ness to my master Abraham. !3Behold, 
here s] stand by the well of water, and ‘the 
daughters of the men of the city are com- 
ing out to draw water. !4Now let it be that 
the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let 
down your pitcher that I may drink,’ and 
she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give your 
camels a drink’—let her be the one You 
have appointed for Your servant Isaac. And 
uby this I will know that You have shown 
kindness to my master.” 

15And it happened, vbefore he had fin- 
ished speaking, that behold, ~Rebekah, 
who was born to Bethuel, son of *Milcah, 
the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, 
came out with her pitcher on her shoulder. 
16Now the young woman Ywas very beauti- 
ful to behold, a virgin; no man had known 
her. And she went down to the well, filled 
her pitcher, and came up. !7And the ser- 
vant ran to meet her and said, “Please let 
me drink a little water from your pitcher.” 

182S0 she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then 
she quickly let her pitcher down to her 
hand, and gave him a drink. 18And when 
she had finished giving him a drink, she 
said, “I will draw water for your camels 
also, until they have finished drinking.” 
20Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into 
the trough, ran back to the well to draw wa- 
ter, and drew for all his camels. 2!And the 
man, wondering at her, remained silent so 
as to know whether ¢the LORD had made 
his journey prosperous or not. 

22So it was, when the camels had fin- 
ished drinking, that the man took a golden 


bnose ring weighing half a shekel, and two 
bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shek- 
els of gold, 23and said, “Whose daughter 
are you? Tell me, please, is there room in 
your father’s house for us to lodge?” 

24So she said to him, ““I am the daughter 
of Bethuel, Milcah’s son, whom she bore to 
Nahor.” 25Moreover she said to him, “We 
have both straw and feed enough, and 
room to lodge.” 

26Then the man “bowed down his head 
and worshiped the LORD. 27And he said, 
e“Blessed be the LORD God of my master 
Abraham, who has not forsaken fHis mer- 
cy and His truth toward my master. As for 
me, being on the way, the LORD £led me to 
the house of my master’s brethren.” 28So 
the young woman ran and told her moth- 
er’s household these things. 

29Now Rebekah had a brother whose 
name was "Laban, and Laban ran out to 
the man by the well. 29So it came to pass, 
when he saw the nose ring, and the brace- 
lets on his sister’s wrists, and when he 
heard the words of his sister Rebekah, say- 
ing, “Thus the man spoke to me,” that he 
went to the man. And there he stood by the 
camels at the well. 31And he said, “Come in, 
iO blessed of the LORD! Why do you stand 
outside? For Ihave prepared the house, and 
a place for the camels.” 

32Then the man came to the house. And 
he unloaded the camels, and ‘provided 
straw and feed for the camels, and water 
to wash his feet and the feet of the men 
who were with him. 33Food was set before 
him to eat, but he said, '“I will not eat until 
Ihave told about my errand.” 

And he said, “Speak on.” 

34So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 
35The LORD “has blessed my master great- 
ly, and he has become great; and He has 
given him flocks and herds, silver and 
gold, male and female servants, and cam- 
els and donkeys. 36And Sarah my mas- 
ter’s wife "bore a son to my master when 
she was old; and °to him he has given all 
that he has. 37Now my master "made me 
swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife 
for my son from the daughters of the Ca- 
naanites, in whose land I dwell; 38¢but 
you shall go to my father’s house and to 
my family, and take a wife for my son.’ 


24:12 O LorD God of my master Abraham. This lan- 
guage does not mean that the servant himself did not 
believe in God. The servant was making his appeal on 
the basis of God's covenant loyalty to Abraham. 

24:15 Providence—Abraham sent his servant to 
choose Isaac’s bride, confident that his servant would 
be led by the Lord and that in God’s providence he 
would make the right choice. The servant prayed for 
very specific guidance, and God sent him Rebekah. 
He was impressed not only with her physical beauty, 
but also with her kind, generous, and hospitable 
character. His decision was confirmed when her par- 
ents gave their consent and she agreed to return with 
him. Today we must remember to seek the Lord’s 


guidance and trust in His providence just as Abra- 
ham’s servant, Rebekah, and her family did. 
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39rAnd I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the 
woman will not follow me.’ 4°sBut he said 
to me, ‘The LORD, ‘before whom I walk, 
will send His angel with you and prosper 
your way; and you shall take a wife for my 
son from my family and from my father’s 
house. 4!“You will be clear from this oath 
when you arrive among my family; for if 
they will not give her to you, then you will 
be released from my oath.’ 

42“And this day I came to the well and 
said, vO LORD God of my master Abraham, 
if You will now prosper the way in which 
I go, 483wbehold, I stand by the well of wa- 
ter; and it shall come to pass that when the 
virgin comes out to draw water, and I say 
to her, “Please give me a little water from 
your pitcher to drink,” 44and she says to 
me, “Drink, and I will draw for your cam- 
els also,”—let her be the woman whom the 
LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’ 

45x“But before I had finished Yspeaking 
in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming 
out with her pitcher on her shoulder; and 
she went down to the well and drew wa- 
ter. And I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 
46And she made haste and let her pitcher 
down from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, 
and I will give your camels a drink also.’ So 
I drank, and she gave the camels a drink 
also. 47Then I asked her, and said, ‘Whose 
daughter are you?’ And she said, ‘The 
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom 
Milcah bore to him.’ So I put the nose ring 
on her nose and the bracelets on her wrists. 
48zAnd I bowed my head and worshiped 
the LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my 
master Abraham, who had led me in the 
way of truth to “take the daughter of my 
master’s brother for his son. 49Now if you 
will deal kindly and truly with my master, 
tell me. And if not, tell me, that I may turn 
to the right hand or to the left.” 

50Then Laban and Bethuel answered 
and said, c‘The thing comes from the 
LORD; we cannot ¢speak to you either bad 
or good. 5leHere is Rebekah before you; 
take her and go, and let her be your mas- 
ter’s son’s wife, as the LORD has spoken.” 

52And it came to pass, when Abraham’s 
servant heard their words, that fhe wor- 
shiped the LORD, bowing himself to the 
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earth. °3Then the servant brought out 2jew- 
elry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, 
and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave 
hprecious things to her brother and to her 
mother. 

54And he and the men who were with 
him ate and drank and stayed all night. 
Then they arose in the morning, and he 
said, ‘“Send me away to my master.” 

55But her brother and her mother said, 
“Let the young woman stay with us a few 
days, at least ten; after that she may go.” 

56And he said to them, “Do not hinder 
me, since the LORD has prospered my way; 
send me away so that I may go to my mas- 
ter.” 

57So they said, “We will call the young 
woman and ask her personally.” 58Then 
they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will 
you go with this man?” 

And she said, “I will go.” 

59So they sent away Rebekah their sister 
jand her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and 
his men. 69And they blessed Rebekah and 
said to her: 


“Our sister, may you become 
k The mother of thousands of ten 
thousands; 
'And may your descendants possess 
The gates of those who hate them.” 


61Then Rebekah and her maids arose, 
and they rode on the camels and followed 
the man. So the servant took Rebekah and 
departed. 

62Now Isaac came from the way of "Beer 
Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South. 6&And 
Isaac went out "to meditate in the field in the 
evening; and he lifted his eyes and looked, 
and there, the camels were coming. §4Then 
Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when °she saw 
Isaac she dismounted from her camel; ®5for 
she had said to the servant, “Who is this 
man walking in the field to meet us?” 

The servant said, “It is my master.” So 
she took a veil and covered herself. 

66And the servant told Isaac all the 
things that he had done. §7Then Isaac 
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent; 
and he Ptook Rebekah and she became his 
wife, and he loved her. So Isaac 4was com- 
forted after his mother’s death. 


24:50 The thing comes from the Lorob. It appears 
that the family of Bethuel and Laban also worshiped 
the living God, or at least acknowledged Him along 
with other gods (see 31:19; Josh. 24:2). 

24:60 they blessed Rebekah. These words are not 
mere sentiment, nor are they a magical charm, but a 
prayer for God's blessing on her life. gates. The pos- 
session of the gates of one’s enemies meant power 
over them (22:17). 

24:67 he loved her. The love of Isaac for Rebekah 
is a wonderful fulfillment and illustration of God's 
original purpose for marriage. Realizing it was not 
good for man to be alone (2:18), the Creator gra- 
ciously created Eve, a helper for Adam. God Him- 
self then performed history's first wedding. Isaac 


and Rebekah serve not only as a lovely example of 
godly marriage, but also as a beautiful picture of 
the love between Christ and the church in the New 
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Abraham and Keturah 
2 Abraham again took a wife, and her 
name was ¢Keturah. 2And »she bore 

him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, 
Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan begot Sheba 
and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were 
Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4And 
the sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Ha- 
noch, Abidah, and Eldaah. All these were 
the children of Keturah. 

5And cAbraham gave all that he had to 
Isaac. 6But Abraham gave gifts to the sons 
of the concubines which Abraham had; 
and while he was still living he 4sent them 
eastward, away from Isaac his son, to ethe 
country of the east. 


Abraham’s Death and Burial 

7This is the sum of the years of Abra- 
ham’s life which he lived: one hundred 
and seventy-five years. 8Then Abraham 
breathed his last and ‘died in a good old 
age, an old man and full of years, and was 
gathered to his people. 9And “his sons 
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of 
iMachpelah, which is before Mamre, in the 
field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hit- 
tite, 1%the field which Abraham purchased 
from the sons of Heth. ?There Abraham 
was buried, and Sarah his wife. And it 
came to pass, after the death of Abraham, 
that God blessed his son Isaac. And Isaac 
dwelt at ‘Beer Lahai Roi. 


The Families of Ishmael and Isaac 
l2Now this is the "genealogy of Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, 
Sarah’s maidservant, bore to Abraham. 
1BAnd "these were the names of the sons 
of Ishmael, by their names, according to 
their generations: The firstborn of Ishma- 
el, Nebajoth; then Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 
14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, !5Hadar,* Tema, 


Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. !6These 
were the sons of Ishmael and these were 
their names, by their towns and their set- 
tlements, °twelve princes according to their 
nations. 17These were the years of the life 
of Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven 
years; and Phe breathed his last and died, 
and was gathered to his people. !8¢(They 
dwelt from Havilah as far as Shur, which 
is east of Egypt as you go toward Assyria.) 
He died "in the presence of all his brethren. 

19This is the sgenealogy of Isaac, Abra- 
ham’s son. ‘Abraham begot Isaac. 2°Isaac 
was forty years old when he took Rebekah 
as wife, “the daughter of Bethuel the Syri- 
an of Padan Aram, Vthe sister of Laban the 
Syrian. 21Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD 
for his wife, because she was barren; “and 
the LORD granted his plea, xand Rebekah 
his wife conceived. 22But the children 
struggled together within her; and she 
said, “If allis well, why am I like this?” ySo 
she went to inquire of the LORD. 

23 And the LORD said to her: 


z“Two nations are in your womb, 
Two peoples shall be separated from 
your body; 
One people shall be stronger than “the 
other, 
bAnd the older shall serve the younger.” 


24So when her days were fulfilled for her 
to give birth, indeed there were twins in 
her womb. 25And the first came out red. 
He was ‘like a hairy garment all over; so 
they called his name Esau.* 26Afterward 
his brother came out, and ¢his hand took 
hold of Esau’s heel; so echis name was called 
Jacob.* Isaac was sixty years old when she 
bore them. 

27So the boys grew. And Esau was fa 


* 25:15 Masoretic Text reads Hadad. * 25:25 Lit- 
erally Hairy * 25:26 Literally Supplanter 


Testament. Rebekah, like the church, loved her bride- 
groom without first seeing him (compare Gen. 24:58 
with 1 Pet. 1:8). Like the church, Rebekah was prayed 
for by her bridegroom (Gen. 24:63; Rom. 8:34). Isaac, 
having previously been presented for offering on 
Mount Moriah (Gen. 22:1-14), was content to await 
the arrival of his bride. He was an early portrayal of 
the Son of God who now awaits the arrival of His 
bride in heaven (Heb. 10:12-14). 

25:1 took a wife. In 1 Chronicles 1:32, Keturah is 
described as Abraham's concubine. It is not really 
known exactly what position she had in Abraham's 
household, or when the relationship began. Her sons 
had a status similar to that of Ishmael, Abraham’s son 
by Hagar (ch. 16), but without Ishmael’s particular 
blessing (16:10-16). 

25:2 Midian. This son was the father of the Midi- 
anites, some of whom later bought Joseph from his 
brothers (37:28,36). 

25:11 God blessed. God blessed Isaac because He 
had already established “an everlasting covenant” 
with him (17:19; Heb. 11:17). Later God renewed the 
covenant with Isaac personally (26:2-5). 


25:21 pleaded. The Hebrew verb here indicates that 
Isaac prayed passionately for his wife. For examples 
of passionate prayer, see Ex. 8:30; 2 Sam. 21:14; 24:25. 
25:25 Esau. This name sounds like the Hebrew word 
that means “hairy.” 

25:26 Jacob. The Hebrew word that means “heel” 
sounds similar to the name Jacob. The name may 
mean either “he who grasps at the heel (of another)” 
or “He (the Lord) is at his heels (is his protector).” 
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skillful hunter, a man of the field; but Ja- 
cob was 2a mild man, "dwelling in tents. 
28And Isaac loved Esau because he ‘ate of 
his game, ‘but Rebekah loved Jacob. 


Esau Sells His Birthright 

29Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau 
came in from the field, and he was weary. 
30A nd Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me 
with that same red stew, for I am weary.” 
Therefore his name was called Edom.* 

31But Jacob said, “Sell me your birth- 
right as of this day.” 

32And Esau said, “Look, I am about to 
die; so what is this birthright to me?” 

33Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of 
this day.” 

So he swore to him, and ‘sold his birth- 
right to Jacob. 34And Jacob gave Esau 
bread and stew of lentils; then ™he ate and 
drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau 
ndespised his birthright. 


Isaac and Abimelech 
2 There was a famine in the land, be- 
sides “the first famine that was in 
the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to 
bAbimelech king of the Philistines, in Gerar. 
2Then the LORD appeared to him and 
said: ¢“Do not go down to Egypt; live in 
athe land of which I shall tell you. 3eDwell 
in this land, and ‘I will be with you and 
bless you; for to you and your descendants 
h] give all these lands, and I will perform 
ithe oath which I swore to Abraham your 
father. 4And ‘I will make your descendants 
multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give 
to your descendants all these lands; *and in 
your seed all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed; 5!because Abraham obeyed My 
voice and kept My charge, My command- 
ments, My statutes, and My laws.” 
6So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. 7And the men 
of the place asked about his wife. And 
mhe said, “She is my sister”; for "he was 
afraid to say, “She is my wife,” because 
he thought, “lest the men of the place kill 
me for Rebekah, because she is °beautiful 
to behold.” 8Now it came to pass, when he 


Genesis 26:21 ™@ 29 
had been there a long time, that Abime- 
lech king of the Philistines looked through 
a window, and saw, and there was Isaac, 
showing endearment to Rebekah his wife. 
8Then Abimelech called Isaac and said, 
“Quite obviously she is your wife; so how 
could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” 

Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘Lest 
I die on account of her.’” 

10And Abimelech said, “What is this 
you have done to us? One of the people 
might soon have lain with your wife, and 
pyou would have brought guilt on us.” So 
Abimelech charged all his people, saying, 
“He who ¢touches this man or his wife shall 
surely be put to death.” 

12Then Isaac sowed in that land, and 
reaped in the same year ‘a hundredfold; 
and the LORD sblessed him. !3The man ‘be- 
gan to prosper, and continued prospering 
until he became very prosperous; !4for he 
had possessions of flocks and possessions 
of herds and a great number of servants. 
So the Philistines envied him. Now the 
Philistines had stopped up all the wells 
vwhich his father’s servants had dug in the 
days of Abraham his father, and they had 
filled them with earth. 16And Abimelech 
said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for “you 
are much mightier than we.” 

17Then Isaac departed from there and 
pitched his tent in the Valley of Gerar, and 
dwelt there. 18And Isaac dug again the 
wells of water which they had dug in the 
days of Abraham his father, for the Philis- 
tines had stopped them up after the death 
of Abraham. «He called them by the names 
which his father had called them. 

19A Iso Isaac’s servants dug in the valley, 
and found a well of running water there. 
20But the herdsmen of Gerar Yquarreled 
with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water 
is ours.” So he called the name of the well 
Esek,* because they quarreled with him. 
21Then they dug another well, and they 
quarreled over that one also. So he called 


* 25:30 Literally Red * 26:20 Literally Quarrel 


25:30 Edom. This name means “red.” The nickname 
is here connected to the red stew for which he traded 
his birthright; many have speculated that Esau may 
have had ruddy skin, or even red hair since the name 
stuck and even became the name of his land and the 
nation of his descendants (36:8). 

26:1 Philistines. The Philistines are thought to have 
come to the coastland of Canaan following their 
defeat by the Egyptians around 1200 B.c. The Egyp- 
tians called them the “Sea Peoples”; they were appar- 
ently Greek peoples who migrated eastward (see 
1 Sam. 4:1; 2 Sam. 5:17). 

26:3 bless you. The Lord fulfilled His promise to 
Abraham concerning Isaac (17:19). He established His 
everlasting covenant with Isaac, just as He had with 
Abraham. 

26:7 sister. Rebekah was Isaac’s close relative, but 
she was not his sister (she was his first cousin once 


removed). Isaac was even more deceitful than his 
father Abraham (20:2,12). 
26:12-13 blessed. God's special work for Abraham 
was extended to the son. 
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its name Sitnah.* 22And he moved from 
there and dug another well, and they did 
not quarrel over it. So he called its name 
Rehoboth,* because he said, “For now the 
LORD has made room for us, and we shall 
zbe fruitful in the land.” 

23Then he went up from there to Beer- 
sheba. 24And the LORD “appeared to him 
the same night and said, >“I am the God of 
your father Abraham; ¢do not fear, for 4I 
am with you. I will bless you and multiply 
your descendants for My servant Abra- 
ham’s sake.” 25So he ebuilt an altar there 
and fcalled on the name of the LORD, and 
he pitched his tent there; and there Isaac’s 
servants dug a well. 

26Then Abimelech came to him from 
Gerar with Ahuzzath, one of his friends, 
gand Phichol the commander of his army. 
27And Isaac said to them, “Why have you 
come to me, “since you hate me and have 
isent me away from you?” 

28But they said, “We have certainly seen 
that the LoRD jis with you. So we said, ‘Let 
there now be an oath between us, between 
you and us; and let us make a covenant 
with you, 25that you will do us no harm, 
since we have not touched you, and since 
we have done nothing to you but good and 
have sent you away in peace. ® You are now 
the blessed of the LORD.’” 

301So he made them a feast, and they ate 
and drank. 3!Then they arose early in the 
morning and “swore an oath with one an- 
other; and Isaac sent them away, and they 
departed from him in peace. 

32]t came to pass the same day that 
Isaac’s servants came and told him about 
the well which they had dug, and said to 
him, “We have found water.” 33So he called 
it Shebah.* "Therefore the name of the city 
is Beersheba* to this day. 

340When Esau was forty years old, he 
took as wives Judith the daughter of Beeri 
the Hittite, and Basemath the daughter of 
Elon the Hittite. 35And pthey were a grief of 
mind to Isaac and Rebekah. 


Isaac Blesses Jacob 
2 Now it came to pass, when Isaac was 


could not see, that he called Esau his older 
son and said to him, “My son.” 

And he answered him, “Here I am.” 

2Then he said, “Behold now, I am old. I 
cdo not know the day of my death. 34Now 
therefore, please take your weapons, your 
quiver and your bow, and go out to the field 
and hunt game for me. 4And make me sa- 
vory food, such as I love, and bring it to me 
that I may eat, that my soul emay bless you 
before I die.” 

5Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac 
spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to 
the field to hunt game and to bring it. §So 
Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son, saying, 
“Indeed I heard your father speak to Esau 
your brother, saying, 7‘Bring me game and 
make savory food for me, that I may eat it 
and bless you in the presence of the LORD 
before my death.’ 8Now therefore, my son, 
fobey my voice according to what I com- 
mand you. 9Go now to the flock and bring 
me from there two choice kids of the goats, 
and I will make ¢savory food from them for 
your father, such as he loves. !©Then you 
shall take it to your father, that he may eat 
it, and that he "may bless you before his 
death.” 

And Jacob said to Rebekah his moth- 
er, “Look, ‘Esau my brother is a hairy man, 
and I amasmooth-skinned man. !2Perhaps 
my father will ‘feel me, and I shall seem to 
be a deceiver to him; and I shall bring *a 
curse on myself and not a blessing.” 

13But his mother said to him, '“Let your 
curse be on me, my son; only obey my 
voice, and go, get them for me.” “And he 
went and got them and brought them to 
his mother, and his mother "made savory 
food, such as his father loved. Then Re- 
bekah took the "choice clothes of her el- 
der son Esau, which were with her in the 
house, and put them on Jacob her younger 
son. 16And she put the skins of the kids of 
the goats on his hands and on the smooth 
part of his neck. !17Then she gave the sa- 
vory food and the bread, which she had 
prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 


*26:21 Literally Enmity * 26:22 Literally Spa- 
ciousness * 26:33 Literally Oath or Seven ® Lit- 
erally Well of the Oath or Well of the Seven 


aold and vhis eyes were so dim that he 
26:25 called on the name of the Lorb. |saac followed 
the practice of his father (12:8). At this altar Isaac not 
only prayed to the Lord, he also affirmed the reality of 
the living God in this special land (12:8; 21:33). 
26:34 Hittite. Because the Hittites believed in many 
different gods, Esau’s marriages were unacceptable 
for one belonging to God’s covenant family. 
27:4 my soul. This phrase is simply a substitute for 
the personal pronoun “I.” 
27:8 obey my voice .. . what | command you. 
Rebekah certainly appears calculating and devious 
in this passage, but God had told her before they 
were even born that the younger son would have 
precedence over the older (25:23). He had not, how- 
ever, told her to make sure that it happened, and the 


results of her deception were family strife and the 
loss of her younger son. 
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18So he went to his father and said, “My 
father.” 

And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, 
my son?” 

19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau 
your firstborn; I have done just as you told 
me; please arise, sit and eat of my game, 
othat your soul may bless me.” 

20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that 
you have found it so quickly, my son?” 

And he said, “Because the LORD your 
God brought it to me.” 

21Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, 
that I pmay feel you, my son, whether you 
are really my son Esau or not.” 22So0 Jacob 
went near to Isaac his father, and he felt 
him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 
23And he did not recognize him, because 
ahis hands were hairy like his brother 
Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 

24Then he said, “Are you really my son 
Esau?” 

He said, “I am.” 

25He said, “Bring it near to me, and I 
will eat of my son’s game, so 'that my soul 
may bless you.” So he brought it near to 
him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, 
and he drank. 26Then his father Isaac said 
to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my 
son.” 27And he came near and skissed him; 
and he smelled the smell of his clothing, 
and blessed him and said: 


“Surely, ‘the smell of my son 
Is like the smell of a field 
Which the LorD has blessed. 
28 Therefore may “God give you 
Of vthe dew of heaven, 
Of “the fatness of the earth, 
And xplenty of grain and wine. 
29 yLet peoples serve you, 
And nations bow down to you. 
Be master over your brethren, 
And Zlet your mother’s sons bow down 
to you. 
aCursed be everyone who curses you, 
And blessed be those who bless you!” 


Esau’s Lost Hope 

30Now it happened, as soon as Isaac had 
finished blessing Jacob, and Jacob had 
scarcely gone out from the presence of 
Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came 
in from his hunting. 3!He also had made sa- 
vory food, and brought it to his father, and 
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said to his father, “Let my father arise and 
beat of his son’s game, that your soul may 
bless me.” 

32And his father Isaac said to him, “Who 
are you?” 

So he said, “I am your son, your first- 
born, Esau.” 

33Then Isaac trembled exceedingly, and 
said, “Who? Where is the one who hunted 
game and brought it to me? I ate all of it 
before you came, and I have blessed him— 
cand indeed he shall be blessed.” 

34When Esau heard the words of his fa- 
ther, “he cried with an exceedingly great 
and bitter cry, and said to his father, “Bless 
me—me also, O my father!” 

35But he said, “Your brother came with 
deceit and has taken away your blessing.” 

36And Esau said, e“Is he not rightly 
named Jacob? For he has supplanted me 
these two times. He took away my birth- 
right, and now look, he has taken away my 
blessing!” And he said, “Have you not re- 
served a blessing for me?” 

37Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, 
f“Indeed I have made him your master, and 
all his brethren I have given to him as ser- 
vants; with ¢grain and wine I have sustained 
him. What shall I do now for you, my son?” 

38A nd Esau said to his father, “Have you 
only one blessing, my father? Bless me— 
me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted up 
his voice "and wept. 

39Then Isaac his father answered and 
said to him: 


“Behold, ‘your dwelling shall be of the 

fatness of the earth, 

And of the dew of heaven from above. 

40 By your sword you shall live, 

And ‘you shall serve your brother; 

And kit shall come to pass, when you 
become restless, 

That you shall break his yoke from 
your neck.” 


Jacob Escapes from Esau 

41So Esau 'hated Jacob because of the 
blessing with which his father blessed him, 
and Esau said in his heart, ™“The days of 
mourning for my father are at hand; "then 
I will kill my brother Jacob.” 

42And the words of Esau her older son 
were told to Rebekah. So she sent and 
called Jacob her younger son, and said to 
him, “Surely your brother Esau °comforts 


27:18-29 Falsehood—Jacob may have felt justified 
in deceiving his father, since Esau had already sold 
him the birthright. Esau had clearly demonstrated 
his contempt of the position (including the spiritual 
responsibility) which was his by right, while Jacob 
valued and desired it. However, lofty purposes and 
aspirations cannot justify deceit and trickery. We 
must be content to leave the fulfillment of God’s 
promises in His hand and wait for His time. 

27:29 peoples serve you. \saac predicted that 
Jacob's descendants would obtain supremacy over 
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himself concerning you by intending to 
kill you. 483Now therefore, my son, obey my 
voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban Pin 
Haran. 44And stay with him a ¢few days, 
until your brother’s fury turns away, until 
your brother’s anger turns away from you, 
and he forgets what you have done to him; 
then I will send and bring you from there. 
Why should I be bereaved also of you both 
in one day?” 

46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, "I am wea- 
ry of my life because of the daughters of 
Heth; sif Jacob takes a wife of the daugh- 
ters of Heth, like these who are the daugh- 
ters of the land, what good will my life be 
to me?” 

2 8 Then Isaac called Jacob and “blessed 

him, and charged him, and said to 
him: >“You shall not take a wife from the 
daughters of Canaan. 2¢Arise, go to ¢7Padan 
Aram, to the house of ¢Bethuel your moth- 
er’s father; and take yourself a wife from 
there of the daughters of ‘Laban your 
mother’s brother. 


3 “May £God Almighty bless you, 
And make you “fruitful and multiply 
you, 
That you may be an assembly of 
peoples; 
4 And give you ‘the blessing of 
Abraham, 
To you and your descendants with you, 
That you may inherit the land 
iIn which you are a stranger, 
Which God gave to Abraham.” 


5So Isaac sent Jacob away, and he went to 
Padan Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel 
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the 
mother of Jacob and Esau. 


Esau Marries Mahalath 

6Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Ja- 
cob and sent him away to Padan Aram to 
take himself a wife from there, and that 
as he blessed him he gave him a charge, 
saying, “You shall not take a wife from the 
daughters of Canaan,” 7and that Jacob had 


obeyed his father and his mother and had 
gone to Padan Aram. 8Also Esau saw that 
the daughters of Canaan did not please his 
father Isaac. 9So Esau went to Ishmael and 
'took ™Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, 
Abraham’s son, "the sister of Nebajoth, to 
be his wife in addition to the wives he had. 


Jacob's Vow at Bethel 

10Now Jacob °went out from Beersheba 
and went toward PHaran. ''So he came to 
a certain place and stayed there all night, 
because the sun had set. And he took one 
of the stones of that place and put it at his 
head, and he lay down in that place to 
sleep. 12Then he ¢dreamed, and behold, a 
ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there 'the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it. 

13sAnd behold, the LORD stood above it 
and said: “I am the LORD God of Abraham 
your father and the God of Isaac; vthe land 
on which you lie I will give to you and your 
vdescendants. !4Also your descendants 
shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall 
spread abroad “to the west and the east, to 
the north and the south; and xin you and 
in your seed all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed. Behold, »I am with you 
and will 7keep you wherever you go, and 
will “bring you back to this land; for PI will 
not leave you cuntil I have done what I have 
spoken to you.” 

16Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 
said, “Surely the LORD is in “this place, and 
I did not know it.” !17And he was afraid and 
said, “How awesome is this place! This is 
none other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven!” 

18Then Jacob rose early in the morning, 
and took the stone that he had put at his 
head, eset it up as a pillar, fand poured oil 
on top of it. 8And he called the name of 
sthat place Bethel;* but the name of that 
city had been Luz previously. 29Then Ja- 
cob made a vow, saying, “If ‘God will be 


* 28:19 Literally House of God 


other peoples. Jesus, as the King of kings, and a 
descendant of Jacob, ultimately fulfilled this predic- 
tion (1 Tim. 6:14—16). 

27:46 daughters of Heth. Intermarrying with the 
pagan women of Canaan was dangerous because 
they would bring their pagan gods and pagan wor- 
ship into their new homes. 

28:2 Padan Aram. This is a region of Haran in north- 
ern Aram (Syria) near the Euphrates River. 

28:3 God Almighty. This Hebrew name E/ Shaddai 
is used by or in the hearing of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob (35:11). God later identified Himself to Moses 
with this same name (Ex. 6:3). 

28:9 Mahalath. This daughter of Ishmael is proba- 
bly the same woman as Basemath (36:3). Her name 
means “dance.” 

28:10-15 Jacob’s Dream—The ladder of Jacob's 
dream reminds us of Jesus’ words about the angels 


“ascending and descending upon the Son of Man” 
(John 1:51), vividly depicting Himself as the Way into 
the heavenlies. Certainly Jacob did not deserve such 
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with me, and keep me in this way that I 
am going, and give me ‘bread to eat and 
clothing to put on, 2!so that *I come back to 
my father’s house in peace, ‘then the LORD 
shall be my God. 22And this stone which I 
have set as a pillar "shall be God’s house, 
nand of all that You give me I will surely 
give a tenth to You.” 


Jacob Meets Rachel 
29 So Jacob went on his journey «and 
came to the land of the people of 
the East. 2And he looked, and saw a >well 
in the field; and behold, there were three 
flocks of sheep lying by it; for out of that 
well they watered the flocks. A large stone 
was on the well’s mouth. 3Now all the 
flocks would be gathered there; and they 
would roll the stone from the well’s mouth, 
water the sheep, and put the stone back in 
its place on the well’s mouth. 

4And Jacob said to them, “My brethren, 
where are you from?” 

And they said, “We are from cHaran.” 

5Then he said to them, “Do you know 
dLaban the son of Nahor?” 

And they said, “We know him.” 

6So he said to them, “Is he well?” 

And they said, “He is well. And look, 
his daughter Rachel fis coming with the 
sheep.” 

7Then he said, “Look, it is still high day; 
it is not time for the cattle to be gathered 
together. Water the sheep, and go and feed 
them.” 

8But they said, “We cannot until all the 
flocks are gathered together, and they have 
rolled the stone from the well’s mouth; then 
we water the sheep.” 

9Now while he was still speaking with 
them, *Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep, for she was a shepherdess. !And it 
came to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the 
daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, 
and the sheep of Laban his mother’s broth- 
er, that Jacob went near and "rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and watered 
the flock of Laban his mother’s brother. 
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Then Jacob ‘kissed Rachel, and lifted up 
his voice and wept. !12And Jacob told Ra- 
chel that he was ther father’s relative and 
that he was Rebekah’s son. So she ran and 
told her father. 

13Then it came to pass, when Laban 
heard the report about Jacob his sister’s 
son, that ‘he ran to meet him, and em- 
braced him and kissed him, and brought 
him to his house. So he told Laban all these 
things. 4And Laban said to him, ™“Sure- 
ly you are my bone and my flesh.” And he 
stayed with him for a month. 


Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel 

18Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because 
you are my relative, should you there- 
fore serve me for nothing? Tell me, "what 
should your wages be?” 16Now Laban had 
two daughters: the name of the elder was 
Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Rachel. !7Leah’s eyes were delicate, but 
Rachel was °beautiful of form and appear- 
ance. 

18Now Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, ?“I 
will serve you seven years for Rachel your 
younger daughter.” 

19And Laban said, “It is better that I give 
her to you than that I should give her to 
another man. Stay with me.” 20So Jacob 
aserved seven years for Rachel, and they 
seemed only a few days to him because of 
the love he had for her. 

21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me 
my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I 
may "go in to her.” 22And Laban gathered 
together all the men of the place and smade 
a feast. 23Now it came to pass in the eve- 
ning, that he took Leah his daughter and 
brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. 
24And Laban gave his maid tZilpah to his 
daughter Leah as a maid. 25So it came to 
pass in the morning, that behold, it was 
Leah. And he said to Laban, “What is this 
you have done to me? Was it not for Rachel 
that I served you? Why then have you “de- 
ceived me?” 

26And Laban said, “It must not be done 


grace after cheating his brother out of the blessings 
of Isaac. Indeed, he was already suffering by being 
banished from the fellowship of his family. Neverthe- 
less, God mercifully confirmed the covenant prom- 
ises made to Abraham and Isaac concerning the land 
and the descendants. His words, “I am with you and 
will keep you” speak of God’s personal presence for 
protection and guidance, anticipating Jacob’s return 
to the land, so that all the promises might be fulfilled. 
Surely the grace of God goes far beyond our small 
expectations. 

28:22 a tenth. Jacob promised to give a tenth of his 
possessions to God. Abraham had given the same 
proportion to Melchizedek, the priest of the most 
high God. Later the Mosaic law required giving a 
tenth to God (Deut. 14:22). 

29:5 son. This term is being used in a loose sense. 
Nahor was actually the grandfather of Laban 
(22:20-23; 24:15,50). 


29:6 Rachel. This name is a term of endearment 
meaning “ewe lamb.” 

29:21-25 Deception—Many times we see God’s 
prohibitions as mere taboos. We somehow imagine 
that God says no just because He can, instead of 
acknowledging both His goodwill towards us, and 
His wisdom. God does not merely prohibit lying 
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so in our country, to give the younger be- 
fore the firstborn. 27vFulfill her week, and 
we will give you this one also for the ser- 
vice which you will serve with me still an- 
other seven years.” 

28Then Jacob did so and fulfilled her 
week. So he gave him his daughter Rachel 
as wife also. 29And Laban gave his maid 
wBilhah to his daughter Rachel as a maid. 
30Then Jacob also went in to Rachel, and 
he also *loved Rachel more than Leah. And 
he served with Laban Ystill another seven 
years. 


The Children of Jacob 

31When the LORD 2saw that Leah was 
unloved, He “opened her womb; but Rachel 
was barren. 32So Leah conceived and bore 
a son, and she called his name Reuben;* 
for she said, “The LORD has surely “looked 
on my affliction. Now therefore, my hus- 
band will love me.” 33Then she conceived 
again and bore a son, and said, “Because 
the LoRD has heard that I am unloved, 
He has therefore given me this son also.” 
And she called his name Simeon.* 34She 
conceived again and bore a son, and said, 
“Now this time my husband will become 
attached to me, because I have borne him 
three sons.” Therefore his name was called 
Levi.* 35And she conceived again and bore 
a son, and said, “Now I will praise the 
LORD.” Therefore she called his name ¢Ju- 
dah.* Then she stopped bearing. 
3 Now when Rachel saw that ¢she bore 

Jacob no children, Rachel envied 

her sister, and said to Jacob, “Give me chil- 
dren, cor else I die!” 

2And Jacob’s anger was aroused against 
Rachel, and he said, ““Am I in the place of 
God, who has withheld from you the fruit 
of the womb?” 

3So she said, “Here is emy maid Bilhah; 
go in to her, fand she will bear a child on 
my knees, £that I also may have children 
by her.” 4Then she gave him Bilhah her 
maid "as wife, and Jacob went in to her. 
5And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a 
son. 6Then Rachel said, “God has ‘judged 
my case; and He has also heard my voice 
and given me a son.” Therefore she called 
his name Dan.* 7And Rachel’s maid Bilhah 
conceived again and bore Jacob a second 


son. 8Then Rachel said, “With great wres- 
tlings I have wrestled with my sister, and 
indeed IJ have prevailed.” So she called his 
name Naphtali.* 

§When Leah saw that she had stopped 
bearing, she took Zilpah her maid and 
igave her to Jacob as wife. !©And Leah’s 
maid Zilpah bore Jacob a son. ' Then Leah 
said, “A troop comes!”* So she called his 
name Gad.* 12And Leah’s maid Zilpah bore 
Jacob a second son. !8Then Leah said, “I 
am happy, for the daughters will call me 
blessed.” So she called his name Asher.* 

14Now Reuben went in the days of wheat 
harvest and found mandrakes in the field, 
and brought them to his mother Leah. 
Then Rachel said to Leah, '“Please give me 
some of your son’s mandrakes.” 

15But she said to her, “Is it a small mat- 
ter that you have taken away my husband? 
Would you take away my son’s mandrakes 
also?” 

And Rachel said, “Therefore he will 
lie with you tonight for your son’s man- 
drakes.” 

16When Jacob came out of the field in 
the evening, Leah went out to meet him 
and said, “You must come in to me, for I 
have surely hired you with my son’s man- 
drakes.” And he lay with her that night. 

17And God listened to Leah, and she 
conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 
18] eah said, “God has given me my wages, 
because I have given my maid to my hus- 
band.” So she called his name Issachar.* 
19Then Leah conceived again and bore Ja- 
cob a sixth son. 20And Leah said, “God has 
endowed me with a good endowment; now 
my husband will dwell with me, because 
I have borne him six sons.” So she called 
his name Zebulun.* 21Afterward she bore 
a "daughter, and called her name Dinah. 

22Then God °’remembered Rachel, and 
God listened to her and Popened her womb. 
23nd she conceived and bore a son, and 
said, “God has taken away “my reproach.” 


* 29:32 Literally See, a Son 
Heard *29:34 Literally Attached *29:35 Lit- 
erally Praise *30:6 Literally Judge *30:8 Lit- 
erally My Wrestling *30:11 Following Qere, 
Syriac, and Targum; Kethib, Septuagint, and Vul- 
gate read in fortune. ¢ Literally Troop or Fortune 
* 30:13 Literally Happy *30:18 Literally Wages 
* 30:20 Literally Dwelling 


* 29:33 Literally 


because He can, it is because it is destructive. Jacob 
learned through experience that trickery and deceit 
bring complicated and painful consequences. False 
dealing destroys trust in a relationship, and once 
trust has been broken it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to entirely restore it. 

29:31 unloved. God was kind to Leah in her predica- 
ment. Even though she was the unloved wife, it was 
through her son Judah that the messianic line was 
carried out. 

30:14 mandrakes. This is a plant which was regarded 
as an aid to conception. Its aroma was associated with 
lovemaking (Song 7:13). 


30:22 remembered... listened to her... opened. 
These three verbs emphasize conception as a gift 
from God. 
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24So she called his name Joseph,* and said, 
r“The LORD shall add to me another son.” 


Jacob's Agreement with Laban 

25nd it came to pass, when Rachel had 
borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, 
s“Send me away, that I may go to ‘my own 
place and to my country. 26Give me my 
wives and my children “for whom I have 
served you, and let me go; for you know my 
service which VI have done for you.” 

27And Laban said to him, “Please stay, if 
I have found favor in your eyes, for I have 
learned by experience that the LORD has 
blessed me for your sake.” 28Then he said, 
w“Name me your wages, and I will give it.” 

29So Jacob said to him, *“You know how 
I have served you and how your livestock 
has been with me. 39For what you had be- 
fore I came was little, and it has increased 
to a great amount; the LORD has blessed 
you since my coming. And now, when shall 
Talso Yprovide for my own house?” 

31So he said, “What shall I give you?” 

And Jacob said, “You shall not give me 
anything. If you will do this thing for me, I 
will again feed and keep your flocks: 32Let 
me pass through all your flock today, remov- 
ing from there all the speckled and spotted 
sheep, and all the brown ones among the 
lambs, and the spotted and speckled among 
the goats; and zthese shall be my wages. 
33So my ¢righteousness will answer for me 
in time to come, when the subject of my 
wages comes before you: every one that is 
not speckled and spotted among the goats, 
and brown among the lambs, will be consid- 
ered stolen, if it is with me.” 

34And Laban said, “Oh, that it were ac- 
cording to your word!” 35So he removed 
that day the male goats that were »speckled 
and spotted, all the female goats that were 
speckled and spotted, every one that had 
some white in it, and all the brown ones 
among the lambs, and gave them into the 
hand of his sons. 36Then he put three days’ 
journey between himself and Jacob, and 
Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks. 

37Now ‘Jacob took for himself rods 
of green poplar and of the almond and 


Genesis 31:8 @ 35 


chestnut trees, peeled white strips in them, 
and exposed the white which was in the 
rods. 38And the rods which he had peeled, 
he set before the flocks in the gutters, in 
the watering troughs where the flocks 
came to drink, so that they should conceive 
when they came to drink. 39So the flocks 
conceived before the rods, and the flocks 
brought forth streaked, speckled, and spot- 
ted. 4°Then Jacob separated the lambs, and 
made the flocks face toward the streaked 
and all the brown in the flock of Laban; but 
he put his own flocks by themselves and 
did not put them with Laban’s flock. 

41And it came to pass, whenever the 
stronger livestock conceived, that Jacob 
placed the rods before the eyes of the 
livestock in the gutters, that they might 
conceive among the rods. 42But when the 
flocks were feeble, he did not put them 
in; so the feebler were Laban’s and the 
stronger Jacob’s. 43Thus the man ¢became 
exceedingly prosperous, and ¢had large 
flocks, female and male servants, and cam- 
els and donkeys. 


Jacob Flees from Laban 
31 Now Jacob heard the words of La- 
ban’s sons, saying, “Jacob has taken 
away all that was our father’s, and from 
what was our father’s he has acquired all 
this ¢wealth.” 2And Jacob saw the ’coun- 
tenance of Laban, and indeed it was not 
cfavorable toward him as before. Then the 
LORD said to Jacob, ¢“Return to the land of 
your fathers and to your family, and I will 
ebe with you.” 
4So Jacob sent and called Rachel and 
Leah to the field, to his flock, Sand said to 
them, f“I see your father’s countenance, 
that it is not favorable toward me as be- 
fore; but the God of my father ghas been 
with me. 6And “you know that with all my 
might I have served your father. 7Yet your 
father has deceived me and ichanged my 
wages ‘ten times, but God ’did not allow 
him to hurt me. 8If he said thus: ‘The speck- 
led shall be your wages,’ then all the flocks 


* 30:24 Literally He Will Add 


30:25 own place. Even though Jacob had lived for 
twenty years with Laban’s family, he had not adopted 
that place as his own. He never forgot that the prom- 
ise and covenant of God were for the land of Canaan, 
and he knew that he must return. 

30:27 blessed. God had promised to bless others 
through Abraham's descendants (12:2—3). Now God 
blessed Laban through Jacob. 

30:37 rods of green poplar. Just what significance 
these sticks hold is unknown. Some have theorized 
that they were simply symbols of Jacob's faith in God. 
Whatever the case, God blessed Jacob by causing 
Laban’s stock to give birth to speckled and spotted 
young. 

31:7 deceived me. Jacob had surely lived up to 
his name, deceiving his old father and tricking his 


brother out of the birthright. But in Laban he met 
his match, and tasted some of his own medicine. 
The consequences of dishonesty reach both ways. 
Because of his own trickery, Jacob had to flee from his 
home. He apparently never saw his mother again, and 
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bore speckled. And if he said thus: '“The 
streaked shall be your wages,’ then all the 
flocks bore streaked. 9So God has ™taken 
away the livestock of your father and given 
them to me. 

10“And it happened, at the time when 
the flocks conceived, that I lifted my 
eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the 
rams which leaped upon the flocks were 
streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted. 
11Then "the Angel of God spoke to me ina 
dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’ And I said, ‘Here I 
am.’ 12And He said, ‘Lift your eyes now and 
see, all the rams which leap on the flocks 
are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; 
for °I have seen all that Laban is doing to 
you. 8] am the God of Bethel, >where you 
anointed the pillar and where you made a 
vow to Me. Now aarise, get out of this land, 
and return to the land of your family.’” 

4Then Rachel and Leah answered and 
said to him, “Is there still any portion or 
inheritance for us in our father’s house? 
Are we not considered strangers by him? 
For she has sold us, and also completely 
consumed our money. !6For all these riches 
which God has taken from our father are 
really ours and our children’s; now then, 
whatever God has said to you, do it.” 

17Then Jacob rose and set his sons and 
his wives on camels. 18And he carried 
away all his livestock and all his posses- 
sions which he had gained, his acquired 
livestock which he had gained in Padan 
Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land 
of ‘Canaan. 19Now Laban had gone to 
shear his sheep, and Rachel had stolen the 
uhousehold idols that were her father’s. 
20And Jacob stole away, unknown to Laban 
the Syrian, in that he did not tell him that 
he intended to flee. 21So he fled with all that 
he had. He arose and crossed the river, and 
vheaded toward the mountains of Gilead. 


Laban Pursues Jacob 

22nd Laban was told on the third day 
that Jacob had fled. 23Then he took whis 
brethren with him and pursued him for 
seven days’ journey, and he overtook him 
in the mountains of Gilead. 24But God xhad 
come to Laban the Syrian in a dream by 
night, and said to him, “Be careful that you 
yspeak to Jacob neither good nor bad.” 

25So Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob 
had pitched his tent in the mountains, and 


Laban with his brethren pitched in the 
mountains of Gilead. 

26And Laban said to Jacob: “What 
have you done, that you have stolen away 
unknown to me, and Zcarried away my 
daughters like captives taken with the 
sword? 27Why did you flee away secretly, 
and steal away from me, and not tell me; 
for I might have sent you away with joy and 
songs, with timbrel and harp? 28And you 
did not allow me ¢to kiss my sons and my 
daughters. Now “you have done foolishly 
in so doing. 2It is in my power to do you 
harm, but the ¢God of your father spoke 
to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful that 
you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad.’ 
30And now you have surely gone because 
you greatly long for your father’s house, 
but why did you @steal my gods?” 

31Then Jacob answered and said to La- 
ban, “Because I was fafraid, for I said, ‘Per- 
haps you would take your daughters from 
me by force.’ 32With whomever you find 
your gods, £do not let him live. In the pres- 
ence of our brethren, identify what I have 
of yours and take it with you.” For Jacob 
did not know that Rachel had stolen them. 

33And Laban went into Jacob’s tent, into 
Leah’s tent, and into the two maids’ tents, 
but he did not find them. Then he went 
out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s 
tent. 34Now Rachel had taken the house- 
hold idols, put them in the camel’s saddle, 
and sat on them. And Laban searched all 
about the tent but did not find them. And 
she said to her father, “Let it not displease 
my lord that I cannot "rise before you, for 
the manner of women is with me.” And he 
searched but did not find the household 
idols. 

36Then Jacob was angry and rebuked 
Laban, and Jacob answered and said to La- 
ban: “What is my trespass? What is my sin, 
that you have so hotly pursued me? 37A1- 
though you have searched all my things, 
what part of your household things have 
you found? Set it here before my brethren 
and your brethren, that they may judge be- 
tween us both! 38These twenty years I have 
been with you; your ewes and your female 
goats have not miscarried their young, and 
I have not eaten the rams of your flock. 
39'That which was torn by beasts I did 
not bring to you; I bore the loss of it. /You 
required it from my hand, whether stolen 


his relationship with his father and his only brother 
was broken. Lying not only harms the liar, but it also 
affects those he lies to. Because of Laban’s trickery, 
Jacob was saddled with an unloved wife, quarreling 
sons, and constant domestic strife. 

31:19 idols. Laban’s family may have been polythe- 
istic (believing in many gods), as Abraham’s father 
Terah evidently was (Josh. 24:1-3). Considering the 
evidence of verses 25-50 it seems likely that they 
worshiped Yahweh along with other “lesser gods.” In 
this culture, the possession of the idols was the right 
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by day or stolen by night. 4°There I was! 
In the day the drought consumed me, and 
the frost by night, and my sleep departed 
from my eyes. 4! Thus I have been in your 
house twenty years; I *served you fourteen 
years for your two daughters, and six years 
for your flock, and 'you have changed my 
wages ten times. 42™Unless the God of my 
father, the God of Abraham and "the Fear 
of Isaac, had been with me, surely now you 
would have sent me away empty-handed. 
God has seen my affliction and the labor 
of my hands, and ?rebuked you last night.” 


Laban’s Covenant with Jacob 

43And Laban answered and said to Ja- 
cob, “These daughters are my daughters, 
and these children are my children, and 
this flock is my flock; all that you see is 
mine. But what can I do this day to these 
my daughters or to their children whom 
they have borne? 44Now therefore, come, 
alet us make a covenant, "you and I, and let 
it be a witness between you and me.” 

45So Jacob stook a stone and set it up as 
a pillar. 46Then Jacob said to his brethren, 
“Gather stones.” And they took stones and 
made a heap, and they ate there on the 
heap. 47Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha,* 
but Jacob called it Galeed.* 48And Laban 
said, “This heap is a witness between you 
and me this day.” Therefore its name was 
called Galeed, 49also “Mizpah,* because 
he said, “May the LORD watch between 
you and me when we are absent one from 
another. >°If you afflict my daughters, or 
if you take other wives besides my daugh- 
ters, although no man is with us—see, God 
is witness between you and me!” 

51Then Laban said to Jacob, “Here is this 
heap and here is this pillar, which I have 
placed between you and me. 52This heap is 
a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that 
Iwill not pass beyond this heap to you, and 
you will not pass beyond this heap and 
this pillar to me, for harm. 53The God of 
Abraham, the God of Nahor, and the God 
of their father vyjudge between us.” And Ja- 
cob “swore by *the Fear of his father Isaac. 
54Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the 
mountain, and called his brethren to eat 
bread. And they ate bread and stayed all 
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night on the mountain. 55And early in the 
morning Laban arose, and Ykissed his sons 
and daughters and Zblessed them. Then La- 
ban departed and “returned to his place. 


Esau Comes to Meet Jacob 
3 So Jacob went on his way, and ¢the 
angels of God met him. 2When Jacob 

saw them, he said, “This is God’s ’camp.” 
And he called the name of that place Ma- 
hanaim.* 

3Then Jacob sent messengers before 
him to Esau his brother cin the land of Seir, 
athe country of Edom. 4And he command- 
ed them, saying, e“Speak thus to my lord 
Esau, ‘Thus your servant Jacob says: “I 
have dwelt with Laban and stayed there 
until now. 5/1 have oxen, donkeys, flocks, 
and male and female servants; and I have 
sent to tell my lord, that I may find favor 
in your sight.”’” 

6Then the messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, “We came to your brother Esau, 
and “he also is coming to meet you, and 
four hundred men are with him.” 7So Jacob 
was greatly afraid and ‘distressed; and he 
divided the people that were with him, and 
the flocks and herds and camels, into two 
companies. 8And he said, “If Esau comes 
to the one company and attacks it, then the 
other company which is left will escape.” 

9iThen Jacob said, *“O God of my fa- 
ther Abraham and God of my father Isaac, 
the LORD 'who said to me, ‘Return to your 
country and to your family, and I will deal 
well with you’: !9I am not worthy of the 
least of all the "mercies and of all the truth 
which You have shown Your servant; for 
I crossed over this Jordan with "my staff, 
and now I have become two companies. 
lloDeliver me, I pray, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear 
him, lest he come and attack me and ?the 
mother with the children. !2For 7You said, 
‘T will surely treat you well, and make your 
descendants as the "sand of the sea, which 
cannot be numbered for multitude.’” 


* 31:47 Literally, in Aramaic, Heap of Witness 

¢ Literally, in Hebrew, Heap of Witness 

* 31:49 Literally Watch *32:2 Literally Double 
Camp 


of the principal heir. Rachel probably did not steal the 
idols in order to worship them, but because they rep- 
resented ownership of her father’s property. 

31:44 covenant. This instance of a covenant was an 
agreement between two equals. 

31:49 Mizpah. This name means “outlook point,” a 
place to keep watch. God above had His eyes on both 
men to make them keep their covenant. 

31:53 The God of Abraham. The wording in Laban’s 
oath suggests that Abraham, Nahor, and their father 
Terah all worshiped the same One True God. Joshua 
records the fact that Terah at least worshiped other 
gods as well Josh. 24:1—3). It is possible that they were 
henotheistic—worshiping God not as the only God 
but as the most important and powerful among many. 


32:11 Deliver me, I pray. Jacob did not pray in gener- 
alities. He named his concerns openly, and concluded 
with another appeal to God’s promises. Christians 
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1BSo he lodged there that same night, 
and took what came to his hand as sa pres- 
ent for Esau his brother: two hundred 
female goats and twenty male goats, two 
hundred ewes and twenty rams, 5thirty 
milk camels with their colts, forty cows 
and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and 
ten foals. 16Then he delivered them to the 
hand of his servants, every drove by itself, 
and said to his servants, “Pass over before 
me, and put some distance between succes- 
sive droves.” !17And he commanded the first 
one, saying, “When Esau my brother meets 
you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you 
belong, and where are you going? Whose 
are these in front of you?’ !8then you shall 
say, ‘They are your servant Jacob’s. It is a 
present sent to my lord Esau; and behold, 
he also is behind us.’” 198So he commanded 
the second, the third, and all who followed 
the droves, saying, “In this manner you 
shall speak to Esau when you find him; 
20and also say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob 
is behind us.’” For he said, “I will ‘appease 
him with the present that goes before me, 
and afterward I will see his face; perhaps 
he will accept me.” 21So the present went on 
over before him, but he himself lodged that 
night in the camp. 


Wrestling with God 

22And he arose that night and took his 
two wives, his two female servants, and his 
eleven sons, “and crossed over the ford of 
Jabbok. 23He took them, sent them over the 
brook, and sent over what he had. 24Then 
Jacob was left alone; and va Man wrestled 
with him until the breaking of day. 25Now 
when He saw that He did not prevail 
against him, He touched the socket of his 
hip; and wthe socket of Jacob’s hip was out 
of joint as He wrestled with him. 26And *He 
said, “Let Me go, for the day breaks.” 

But he said, ¥“I will not let You go unless 
You bless me!” 

27So He said to him, “What is your 
name?” 

He said, “Jacob.” 

28And He said, 2“Your name shall no 
longer be called Jacob, but Israel;* for you 
have “struggled with God and >with men, 
and have prevailed.” 


29Then Jacob asked, saying, “Tell me 
Your name, I pray.” 

And He said, ¢“Why is it that you ask 
about My name?” And He blessed him 
there. 

30So Jacob called the name of the place 
Peniel:* “For eI have seen God face to face, 
and my life is preserved.” 3!Just as he 
crossed over Penuel* the sun rose on him, 
and he limped on his hip. 32Therefore to 
this day the children of Israel do not eat 
the muscle that shrank, which is on the hip 
socket, because He touched the socket of 
Jacob’s hip in the muscle that shrank. 


Jacob and Esau Meet 
3 Now Jacob lifted his eyes and looked, 
and there, “Esau was coming, and 
with him were four hundred men. So he 
divided the children among Leah, Rachel, 
and the two maidservants. 2And he put the 
maidservants and their children in front, 
Leah and her children behind, and Rachel 
and Joseph last. 3Then he crossed over 
before them and >bowed himself to the 
ground seven times, until he came near to 
his brother. 

4cBut Esau ran to meet him, and em- 
braced him, ¢and fell on his neck and 
kissed him, and they wept. 5And he lifted 
his eyes and saw the women and children, 
and said, “Who are these with you?” 

So he said, “The children ¢whom God 
has graciously given your servant.” 6Then 
the maidservants came near, they and their 
children, and bowed down. 7And Leah 
also came near with her children, and they 
bowed down. Afterward Joseph and Ra- 
chel came near, and they bowed down. 

8Then Esau said, “What do you mean by 
fall this company which I met?” 

And he said, “These are Sto find favor in 
the sight of my lord.” 

SBut Esau said, “I have enough, my 
brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 

10And Jacob said, “No, please, if I “have 
now found favor in your sight, then receive 
my present from my hand, inasmuch as I 
have seen your face as though I had seen 


* 32:28 Literally Prince with God * 32:30 Liter- 
ally Face of God *32:31 Same as Peniel, verse 30 


today can likewise base their prayers on God's proven 
character and His promises in the Bible. 

32:24 a Man wrestled with him. Some believe that 
the Man who wrestled with Jacob was the preincar- 
nate Jesus Christ. Others believe the Man was the 
Angel of God (21:17; 31:11). In any case, Jacob wrestled 
with a manifestation of God (vv. 28-30), and because 
of God’s mercy he survived. 

32:28 Israel. Before Jacob wrestled with the angel, 
his name, “one who supplants,” described a man who 
was deceitful in character. Afterwards he was given 
the new status of a champion, “one who strives (or 
prevails) with God,” or “prince with God.” 

32:30 God face to face. The dramatic name (“face 
of God”) given to the location shows the awesome 


nature of the encounter. Here God’s messenger in 
human form was the same as God Himself, a fact 
which Jacob recognized to his amazement. In Hebrew 
thought, the penalty for seeing God face to face was 
death (Ex. 33:20), yet Jacob had passed through such 
an experience and had survived. 
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the face of God, and you were pleased 
with me. Please, take ‘my blessing that 
is brought to you, because God has dealt 
igraciously with me, and because I have 
enough.” ?So he urged him, and he took it. 
122Then Esau said, “Let us take our jour- 
ney; let us go, and I will go before you.” 
LBBut Jacob said to him, “My lord knows 
that the children are weak, and the flocks 
and herds which are nursing are with me. 
And if the men should drive them hard one 
day, all the flock will die. “Please let my 
lord go on ahead before his servant. I will 
lead on slowly at a pace which the livestock 
that go before me, and the children, are able 
to endure, until I come to my lord !in Seir.” 
15And Esau said, “Now let me leave with 
you some of the people who are with me.” 
But he said, “What need is there? ™Let 
me find favor in the sight of my lord.” 16So 
Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. 
17And Jacob journeyed to "Succoth, built 
himself a house, and made booths for his 
livestock. Therefore the name of the place 
is called Succoth.* 


Jacob Comes to Canaan 

18Then Jacob came safely to °the city of 
pShechem, which is in the land of Canaan, 
when he came from Padan Aram; and he 
pitched his tent before the city. 8And che 
bought the parcel of land, where he had 
pitched his tent, from the children of Ha- 
mor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred 
pieces of money. 2°Then he erected an altar 
there and called it "El Elohe Israel.* 


The Dinah Incident 
3 Now ¢Dinah the daughter of Leah, 
whom she had borne to Jacob, went 
out to see the daughters of the land. 2And 
when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, 
prince of the country, saw her, he »took her 
and lay with her, and violated her. His soul 
was strongly attracted to Dinah the daugh- 
ter of Jacob, and he loved the young woman 
and spoke kindly to the young woman. 4So 
Shechem ‘spoke to his father Hamor, say- 
ing, “Get me this young woman as a wife.” 
5And Jacob heard that he had defiled Di- 
nah his daughter. Now his sons were with 
his livestock in the field; so Jacob ¢held his 
peace until they came. ®Then Hamor the fa- 
ther of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak 
with him. 7And the sons of Jacob came in 
from the field when they heard it; and the 
men were grieved and very angry, because 
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he ¢had done a disgraceful thing in Israel by 
lying with Jacob’s daughter, fa thing which 
ought not to be done. 8But Hamor spoke 
with them, saying, “The soul of my son 
Shechem longs for your daughter. Please 
give her to him as a wife. 9And make mar- 
riages with us; give your daughters to us, 
and take our daughters to yourselves. !9So 
you shall dwell with us, and the land shall 
be before you. Dwell and trade in it, and ac- 
quire possessions for yourselves in it.” 

Then Shechem said to her father and 
her brothers, “Let me find favor in your 
eyes, and whatever you say to me I will 
give. 12Ask me ever so much ¢dowry and 
gift, and I will give according to what you 
say to me; but give me the young woman 
as a wife.” 

BBut the sons of Jacob answered 
Shechem and Hamor his father, and spoke 
hdeceitfully, because he had defiled Dinah 
their sister. 4And they said to them, “We 
cannot do this thing, to give our sister to 
one who is ‘uncircumcised, for ithat would 
be areproach to us. 5But on this condition 
we will consent to you: If you will become 
as we are, if every male of you is circum- 
cised, 16then we will give our daughters to 
you, and we will take your daughters to us; 
and we will dwell with you, and we will be- 
come one people. !7But if you will not heed 
us and be circumcised, then we will take 
our daughter and be gone.” 

18And their words pleased Hamor and 
Shechem, Hamor’s son. 19So the young 
man did not delay to do the thing, because 
he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. He was 
kmore honorable than all the household of 
his father. 

20And Hamor and Shechem his son 
came to the 'gate of their city, and spoke 
with the men of their city, saying: 21“These 
men are at peace with us. Therefore let 
them dwell in the land and trade in it. For 
indeed the land is large enough for them. 
Let us take their daughters to us as wives, 
and let us give them our daughters. 22Only 
on this condition will the men consent to 
dwell with us, to be one people: if every 
male among us is circumcised as they are 
circumcised. 23 Will not their livestock, 
their property, and every animal of theirs 
be ours? Only let us consent to them, and 
they will dwell with us.” 24And all who 


* 33:17 Literally Booths 
the God of Israel 


* 33:20 Literally God, 


33:11 Please, take my blessing. Before, Jacob had 
done all he could to take Esau’s blessing (25:29-34; 
27:1-45). Now a wiser man, Jacob wanted to bless his 
brother with what God had given him. 

33:20 he erected an altar there. The name Jacob 
gave this altar reflected his mature faith in “God, the 
God of Israel.” The God of Jacob's fathers was now 
Jacob’s personal God, for He had fulfilled His prom- 
ises and protected him (28:13-15). 
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mwent out of the gate of his city heeded 
Hamor and Shechem his son; every male 
was circumcised, all who went out of the 
gate of his city. 

25Now it came to pass on the third day, 
when they were in pain, that two of the sons 
of Jacob, "Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s broth- 
ers, each took his sword and came bold- 
ly upon the city and killed all the males. 
26 And they °killed Hamor and Shechem his 
son with the edge of the sword, and took 
Dinah from Shechem’s house, and went 
out. 27The sons of Jacob came upon the 
slain, and plundered the city, because their 
sister had been defiled. 28They took their 
sheep, their oxen, and their donkeys, what 
was in the city and what was in the field, 
29and all their wealth. All their little ones 
and their wives they took captive; and they 
plundered even all that was in the houses. 

30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, 
e“You have “troubled me "by making me 
obnoxious among the inhabitants of the 
land, among the Canaanites and the Periz- 
zites; sand since I am few in number, they 
will gather themselves together against me 
and kill me. I shall be destroyed, my house- 
hold and I.” 

31But they said, “Should he treat our sis- 
ter like a harlot?” 


Jacob’s Return to Bethel 
3 5 Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up 
to “Bethel and dwell there; and make 
an altar there to God, ’who appeared to 
you ‘when you fled from the face of Esau 
your brother.” 
2And Jacob said to his “household and 
to all who were with him, “Put away ¢the 
foreign gods that are among you, ‘purify 
yourselves, and change your garments. 
3Then let us arise and go up to Bethel; and 
I will make an altar there to God, ¢who an- 
swered me in the day of my distress "and 
has been with me in the way which I have 
gone.” 4So they gave Jacob all the foreign 


gods which were in their hands, and the 
iearrings which were in their ears; and 
Jacob hid them under ‘the terebinth tree 
which was by Shechem. 

5And they journeyed, and the terror 
of God was upon the cities that were all 
around them, and they did not pursue the 
sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to 'Luz (that 
is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, 
he and all the people who were with him. 
7And he ™built an altar there and called 
the place El Bethel,* because "there God 
appeared to him when he fled from the face 
of his brother. 

8Now °Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, 
and she was buried below Bethel under the 
terebinth tree. So the name of it was called 
Allon Bachuth.* 

SThen »God appeared to Jacob again, 
when he came from Padan Aram, and 
ablessed him. !°And God said to him, 
“Your name is Jacob; "your name shall not 
be called Jacob anymore, ‘but Israel shall 
be your name.” So He called his name Is- 
rael. 'Also God said to him: “I am God Al- 
mighty. “Be fruitful and multiply; va nation 
and a company of nations shall proceed 
from you, and kings shall come from your 
body. 12The wland which I gave Abraham 
and Isaac I give to you; and to your descen- 
dants after you I give this land.” Then 
God «went up from him in the place where 
He talked with him. !4So Jacob Yset up a 
pillar in the place where He talked with 
him, a pillar of stone; and he poured a 
drink offering on it, and he poured oil on 
it. 5 And Jacob called the name of the place 
where God spoke with him, Bethel. 


Death of Rachel 

16Then they journeyed from Bethel. And 
when there was but a little distance to go 
to Ephrath, Rachel labored in childbirth, 


* 35:7 Literally God of the House of God 
* 35:8 Literally Terebinth of Weeping 


34:25 killed all the males. Jacob's sons were cor- 
rect that God did not want them to intermarry with 
the pagan Canaanite families. According to later 
Levitical law, they were even correct that rape was 
punishable by death. However, their treacherous pre- 
tended friendship and the massacre of all the men of 
Shechem, along with their greedy looting of all the 
Shechemites’ goods, was clearly not a justifiable exe- 
cution of justice, and God condemned their violence 
and anger (49:5-7). 

35:2 foreign gods. Jacob's command included the 
idols that Rachel had stolen (31:22-35) as well as any 
idols among his servants. These were not gods Jacob 
himself had been worshiping, but he had apparently 
been allowing others in his household to do so. 
35:10-12 Israel shall be your name. The renewal 
of God’s covenant with Jacob was introduced by 
confirming Jacob's change of name to Israel, the 
one who “wrestled with God and prevailed.” The 
promises made to Abraham and Isaac were once 
again repeated, underscoring the continuity of the 


covenant. Furthermore, a rather significant phrase is 
added, “be fruitful and multiply,” which incorporated 
the creation ordinance, thus exhibiting the continuity 
with the covenant of creation. The covenant Lord is 
the God of creation and of redemption. 

35:16 Ephrath. This is an alternative name for the 
region around Bethlehem (v. 19; 48:7; Ruth 1:2; Mic. 
5:2). The King of Glory would one day be born near 
the birthplace of Benjamin (Matt. 2:1). 
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and she had hard labor. !7Now it came to 
pass, when she was in hard labor, that the 
midwife said to her, “Do not fear; “you will 
have this son also.” 18And so it was, as her 
soul was departing (for she died), that she 
called his name Ben-Oni;* but his father 
called him Benjamin.* 19So Rachel died 
and was buried on the way to ‘Ephrath 
(that is, Bethlehem). 20And Jacob set a pil- 
lar on her grave, which is the pillar of Ra- 
chel’s grave “to this day. 

21Then Israel journeyed and pitched his 
tent beyond ¢the tower of Eder. 22And it 
happened, when Israel dwelt in that land, 
that Reuben went and flay with Bilhah 
his father’s concubine; and Israel heard 
about it. 


Jacob’s Twelve Sons 

Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: 23the 
sons of Leah were £Reuben, Jacob’s first- 
born, and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, 
and Zebulun; 24the sons of Rachel were 
Joseph and Benjamin; 25the sons of Bil- 
hah, Rachel’s maidservant, were Dan and 
Naphtali; 26and the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s 
maidservant, were Gad and Asher. These 
were the sons of Jacob who were born to 
him in Padan Aram. 


Death of Isaac 

27Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at 
hMamre, or ‘Kirjath Arba* (that is, Hebron), 
where Abraham and Isaac had dwelt. 
28Now the days of Isaac were one hundred 
and eighty years. 29So Isaac breathed his 
last and died, and iwas gathered to his 
people, being old and full of days. And khis 
sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 


The Family of Esau 
3 Now this is the genealogy of Esau, 
awho is Edom. 2’Esau took his wives 
from the daughters of Canaan: Adah the 
daughter of Elon the cHittite; 7Aholibamah 
the daughter of Anah, the daughter of Zib- 
eon the Hivite; 3and eBasemath, Ishmael’s 
daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 4Now fAdah 
bore Eliphaz to Esau, and Basemath bore 
Reuel. And Aholibamah bore Jeush, Jaa- 
lam, and Korah. These were the sons of 
Esau who were born to him in the land of 
Canaan. 
6Then Esau took his wives, his sons, 
his daughters, and all the persons of his 
household, his cattle and all his animals, 
and all his goods which he had gained in 
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the land of Canaan, and went to a country 
away from the presence of his brother Ja- 
cob. 78For their possessions were too great 
for them to dwell together, and "the land 
where they were strangers could not sup- 
port them because of their livestock. 8So 
Esau dwelt in ‘Mount Seir. Esau is Edom. 

9And this is the genealogy of Esau the fa- 
ther of the Edomites in Mount Seir. !°These 
were the names of Esau’s sons: ®Eliphaz 
the son of Adah the wife of Esau, and Reu- 
el the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 
1lAnd the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, 
Omar, Zepho,* Gatam, and Kenaz. 

12Now Timna was the concubine of Eli- 
phaz, Esau’s son, and she bore '‘Amalek 
to Eliphaz. These were the sons of Adah, 
Esau’s wife. 

13These were the sons of Reuel: Nahath, 
Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These were 
the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 

14These were the sons of Aholibamah, 
Esau’s wife, the daughter of Anah, the 
daughter of Zibeon. And she bore to Esau: 
Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah. 


The Chiefs of Edom 


15These were the chiefs of the sons of 
Esau. The sons of Eliphaz, the firstborn 
son of Esau, were Chief Teman, Chief 
Omar, Chief Zepho, Chief Kenaz, !6Chief 
Korah,* Chief Gatam, and Chief Amalek. 
These were the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land 
of Edom. They were the sons of Adah. 

17These were the sons of Reuel, Esau’s 
son: Chief Nahath, Chief Zerah, Chief 
Shammah, and Chief Mizzah. These were 
the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom. 
These were the sons of Basemath, Esau’s 
wife. 

18And these were the sons of Aholi- 
bamah, Esau’s wife: Chief Jeush, Chief 
Jaalam, and Chief Korah. These were the 
chiefs who descended from Aholibamah, 
Esau’s wife, the daughter of Anah. !9These 
were the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and 
these were their chiefs. 


The Sons of Seir 

20mThese were the sons of Seir "the 
Horite who inhabited the land: Lotan, 
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 2!Dishon, Ezer, 


* 35:18 Literally Son of My Sorrow « Literally 
Son of the Right Hand * 35:27 Literally Town of 
Arba *36:11 Spelled Zephiin 1 Chronicles 1:36 
* 36:16 Samaritan Pentateuch omits Chief Korah. 


35:27 Jacob came to his father Isaac. After more 
than 20 years of exile Jacob finally visited his father. 
Sadly, his mother Rebekah was probably dead since 
she is not mentioned. 

36:12 Amalek. Esau’s grandson Amalek founded a 
people that later would trouble the Israelites (Num. 
14:39-45). 
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and Dishan. These were the chiefs of the 
Horites, the sons of Seir, in the land of 
Edom. 

22And the sons of Lotan were Hori and 
Hemam.* Lotan’s sister was Timna. 

23These were the sons of Shobal: Alvan,* 
Manahath, Ebal, Shepho,* and Onam. 

24These were the sons of Zibeon: both 
Ajah and Anah. This was the Anah who 
found the water* in the wilderness as he 
pastured °the donkeys of his father Zibeon. 
25These were the children of Anah: Dishon 
and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. 

26These were the sons of Dishon:* Hem- 
dan,* Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 27These 
were the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and 
Akan.* 28These were the sons of Dishan: 
pUz and Aran. 

29These were the chiefs of the Horites: 
Chief Lotan, Chief Shobal, Chief Zibeon, 
Chief Anah, 29Chief Dishon, Chief Ezer, 
and Chief Dishan. These were the chiefs of 
the Horites, according to their chiefs in the 
land of Seir. 


The Kings of Edom 

3laNow these were the kings who 
reigned in the land of Edom before any 
king reigned over the children of Israel: 
32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, 
and the name of his city was Dinhabah. 
33And when Bela died, Jobab the son of 
Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 
34When Jobab died, Husham of the land 
of the Temanites reigned in his place. 
35And when Husham died, Hadad the son 
of Bedad, who attacked Midian in the field 
of Moab, reigned in his place. And the 
name of his city was Avith. 36When Ha- 
dad died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in 
his place. 37And when Samlah died, Saul 
of "Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in his 
place. 38When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the 
son of Achbor reigned in his place. 38And 
when Baal-Hanan the son of Achbor died, 
Hadar* reigned in his place; and the name 
of his city was Pau.* His wife’s name was 
Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the 
daughter of Mezahab. 


The Chiefs of Esau 


40nd these were the names of the chiefs 
of Esau, according to their families and 
their places, by their names: Chief Timnah, 
Chief Alvah,* Chief Jetheth, 41Chief Aho- 
libamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 42Chief 
Kenaz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 43Chief 
Magdiel, and Chief Iram. These were the 
chiefs of Edom, according to their dwelling 
places in the land of their possession. Esau 
was the father of the Edomites. 


Joseph Dreams of Greatness 
37 Now Jacob dwelt in the land «where 
his father was a stranger, in the land 

of Canaan. 2This is the history of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
feeding the flock with his brothers. And 
the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and 
the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives; and 
Joseph brought a bad report of them to his 
father. 

3Now Israel loved Joseph more than all 
his children, because he was cthe son of 
his old age. Also he 4made him a tunic of 
many colors. 4But when his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than all 
his brothers, they ehated him and could not 
speak peaceably to him. 

5Now Joseph had a dream, and he told 
it to his brothers; and they hated him even 
more. ®So he said to them, “Please hear this 
dream which I have dreamed: 7’There we 
were, binding sheaves in the field. Then 
behold, my sheaf arose and also stood up- 
right; and indeed your sheaves stood all 
around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

8And his brothers said to him, “Shall you 


* 36:22 Spelled Homam in 1 Chronicles 

1:39 *36:23 Spelled Alian in 1 Chronicles 
1:40 ¢ Spelled Shephiin 1 Chronicles 1:40 

* 36:24 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate 
(hot springs); Septuagint reads Jamin; Targum 
reads mighty men; Talmud interprets as mules. 
* 36:26 Hebrew Dishan ¢ Spelled Hamran in 

1 Chronicles 1:41 *36:27 Spelled Jaakan in 

1 Chronicles 1:42 *36:39 Spelled Hadad in 
Samaritan Pentateuch, Syriac, and 1 Chron- 
icles 1:50 ¢ Spelled Paiin 1 Chronicles 1:50 

* 36:40 Spelled Aliah in 1 Chronicles 1:51 


36:40-43 Esau was the father of the Edomites. 
Although Esau was not the heir of God's everlast- 
ing covenant with the family of Abraham, God still 
blessed his family and made them into a nation. 

37:1 a stranger. The Lord had promised that this land 
would become a permanent possession of Abraham's 
family (12:7). To the third generation, that promise 
was still not realized. Jacob and his family were still 
aliens in the land. 

37:2 a bad report. Since Joseph in general demon- 
strated his integrity (see ch. 39), he was probably 
not slandering his brothers, but accurately reporting 
some negligence on their part. 

37:3 a tunic of many colors. This is the traditional 
translation. The Hebrew phrase may simply mean a 
garment with long sleeves. The robe was certainly 
distinctive in some way, and probably costly. 


37:4 hated him. Because fallen and unregenerate 
man hates God, he displays hatred in his relations 
with others. The hatred of Joseph’s brothers is 
attributed primarily to the love which Jacob had for 
his youngest son. As a result of their hatred the broth- 
ers were not able to speak kindly to Joseph, and the 
hatred led to a plot to kill him. Jesus remarked that 
the world’s hatred of His people is a reflection of 
hatred against Himself John 15:18). Love is the lead- 
ing characteristic of the godly as hatred is the mark of 
the worldly person. 
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indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed 
have dominion over us?” So they hated him 
even more for his dreams and for his words. 

9Then he dreamed still another dream 
and told it to his brothers, and said, “Look, 
I have dreamed another dream. And this 
time, sthe sun, the moon, and the eleven 
stars bowed down to me.” 

10So he told it to his father and his broth- 
ers; and his father rebuked him and said 
to him, “What is this dream that you have 
dreamed? Shall your mother and I and 
hyour brothers indeed come to bow down 
to the earth before you?” And this broth- 
ers envied him, but his father ‘kept the mat- 
ter in mind. 


Joseph Sold by His Brothers 

12Then his brothers went to feed their fa- 
ther’s flock in Shechem. !8And Israel said 
to Joseph, “Are not your brothers feeding 
the flock in ?Shechem? Come, I will send 
you to them.” 

So he said to him, “Here I am.” 

4Then he said to him, “Please go and see 
if it is well with your brothers and well with 
the flocks, and bring back word to me.” So 
he sent him out of the Valley of ‘Hebron, 
and he went to Shechem. 

1s5Now a certain man found him, and 
there he was, wandering in the field. And 
the man asked him, saying, “What are you 
seeking?” 

16So he said, “I am seeking my brothers. 
mPlease tell me where they are feeding 
their flocks.” 

17And the man said, “They have de- 
parted from here, for I heard them say, ‘Let 
us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his 
brothers and found them in "Dothan. 

18Now when they saw him afar off, even 
before he came near them, °they conspired 
against him to kill him. !8Then they said 
to one another, “Look, this dreamer is 
coming! 20»>Come therefore, let us now kill 
him and cast him into some pit; and we 
shall say, ‘Some wild beast has devoured 
him.’ We shall see what will become of his 
dreams!” 
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21But “Reuben heard it, and he delivered 
him out of their hands, and said, “Let us 
not kill him.” 22And Reuben said to them, 
“Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit 
which is in the wilderness, and do not lay 
a hand on him”—that he might deliver him 
out of their hands, and bring him back to 
his father. 

23So it came to pass, when Joseph had 
come to his brothers, that they ‘stripped Jo- 
seph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors 
that was on him. 24Then they took him and 
cast him into a pit. And the pit was empty; 
there was no water in it. 

25s And they sat down to eat a meal. Then 
they lifted their eyes and looked, and there 
was a company of 'Ishmaelites, coming 
from Gilead with their camels, bearing 
spices, “balm, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry them down to Egypt. 26So Judah said 
to his brothers, “What profit is there if we 
kill our brother and vconceal his blood? 
27Come and let us sell him to the Ishmael- 
ites, and wlet not our hand be upon him, for 
he is xour brother and Your flesh.” And his 
brothers listened. 28Then 2Midianite traders 
passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up 
and lifted him out of the pit, “and sold him 
to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of sil- 
ver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

29Then Reuben returned to the pit, and 
indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and he 
ctore his clothes. 30And he returned to his 
brothers and said, “The lad 4is no more; 
and I, where shall I go?” 

31S0 they took eJoseph’s tunic, killed a 
kid of the goats, and dipped the tunic in the 
blood. 32Then they sent the tunic of many 
colors, and they brought it to their father 
and said, “We have found this. Do you 
know whether it is your son’s tunic or not?” 

33And he recognized it and said, “It is 
my son’s tunic. A fwild beast has devoured 
him. Without doubt Joseph is torn to piec- 
es.” 34Then Jacob “tore his clothes, put 
sackcloth on his waist, and "mourned for 
his son many days. 35And all his sons and 
all his daughters ‘arose to comfort him; but 
he refused to be comforted, and he said, 


37:17 Dothan. This is about ten miles north of 
Shechem, near Mount Gilboa. 

37:21 Let us not kill him. Reuben, as the firstborn 
son and principal heir, had the most to lose if Joseph's 
dreams came true. Yet Reuben intervened to spare 
Joseph's life. This was something of a contrast with 
his earlier wicked actions (35:22). 

37:25 Ishmaelites. The Ishmaelites of this passage 
were wandering traders. The name (referring to 
descendants of Ishmael, the son of Abraham and 
Hagar) is loosely equivalent with the name Midianite 
(Midian was another son of Abraham, by Keturah). 
Probably the families of the two half brothers had a 
strong alliance and were so closely associated that 
the names became interchangeable (v. 28). 

37:28 twenty shekels of silver. The standard price 
for a slave in later Israelite law was 30 shekels of silver. 


37:29 tore his clothes. Tearing one’s clothes was a 
common expression of grief and dismay. Reuben’s 
grief was genuine feeling for his younger brother 
mixed with fear that he, the oldest brother, would be 
blamed. 
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“For /I shall go down into the grave to my 
son in mourning.” Thus his father wept for 
him. 

36Now the Midianites* had sold him in 
Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh 
and captain of the guard. 


Judah and Tamar 
38 It came to pass at that time that Ju- 
dah departed from his brothers, 
and 4visited a certain Adullamite whose 
name was Hirah. 2And Judah »saw there 
a daughter of a certain Canaanite whose 
name was ¢Shua, and he married her and 
went in to her. 3So she conceived and bore 
ason, and he called his name 4Er. 4She con- 
ceived again and bore a son, and she called 
his name @Onan. 5And she conceived yet 
again and bore a son, and called his name 
fShelah. He was at Chezib when she bore 
him. 

6Then Judah took a wife for Er his first- 
born, and her name was "Tamar. 7But ‘Er, 
Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight 
of the LORD, iand the LorD killed him. 
8And Judah said to Onan, “Go in to *your 
brother’s wife and marry her, and raise up 
an heir to your brother.” 9But Onan knew 
that the heir would not be ‘his; and it came 
to pass, when he went in to his brother’s 
wife, that he emitted on the ground, lest he 
should give an heir to his brother. And the 
thing which he did displeased the LORD; 
therefore He killed ™him also. 

WThen Judah said to Tamar his 
daughter-in-law, "Remain a widow in 
your father’s house till my son Shelah is 
grown.” For he said, “Lest he also die like 
his brothers.” And Tamar went and dwelt 
oin her father’s house. 

122Now in the process of time the daugh- 
ter of Shua, Judah’s wife, died; and Ju- 
dah Pwas comforted, and went up to his 
sheepshearers at Timnah, he and his friend 


Hirah the Adullamite. !3And it was told Ta- 
mar, saying, “Look, your father-in-law is 
going up ¢to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 
14So she took off her widow’s garments, 
covered herself with a veil and wrapped 
herself, and "sat in an open place which 
was on the way to Timnah; for she saw 
sthat Shelah was grown, and she was not 
given to him as a wife. 15When Judah saw 
her, he thought she was a harlot, because 
she had covered her face. !6Then he turned 
to her by the way, and said, “Please let me 
come in to you”; for he did not know that 
she was his daughter-in-law. 

So she said, “What will you give me, that 
you may come in to me?” 

17And he said, “I will send a young goat 
from the flock.” 

So she said, ““Will you give me a pledge 
till you send it?” 

18Then he said, “What pledge shallI give 
you?” 

So she said, v“Your signet and cord, and 
your staff that is in your hand.” Then he 
gave them to her, and went in to her, and 
she conceived by him. !19So she arose and 
went away, and “laid aside her veil and put 
on the garments of her widowhood. 

20And Judah sent the young goat by the 
hand of his friend the Adullamite, to re- 
ceive his pledge from the woman’s hand, 
but he did not find her. 2! Then he asked the 
men of that place, saying, “Where is the 
harlot who was openly by the roadside?” 

And they said, “There was no harlot in 
this place.” 

22So he returned to Judah and said, “I 
cannot find her. Also, the men of the place 
said there was no harlot in this place.” 

23Then Judah said, “Let her take them 
for herself, lest we be shamed; for I sent this 
young goat and you have not found her.” 


* 37:36 Masoretic Text reads Medanites. 


38:1-30 At first glance it appears that the story 
of Judah and Tamar is an intrusion into the story 
of Joseph, but it is here for a reason. It provides a 
stunning contrast between the morals of Judah 
and Joseph. It illustrates the further disintegration 
of Jacob's family. If this process continued, Jacob’s 
family, the family of promise, would become like the 
people of Canaan. 

38:8 to your brother’s wife. In order to maintain the 
family line and the name of the deceased, it was the 
custom in ancient times for the dead man’s brother to 
marry the widow and father a child that would carry 
on the man’s family. This is called /evirate marriage, 
from the Latin word meaning “husband's brother.” 
The custom became part of the Mosaic law (Deut. 
25:5-10; Ruth 4:1—12). 

38:15-18 Fornication—God designed sexual rela- 
tions to be enjoyed exclusively within the framework 
of marriage: one man, for one woman, mutually com- 
mitted for life. Outside of this framework, all sexual 
relations are sin. This is not because God wants to 
deprive His people of pleasure, but because He wants 
to protect them from the painful and destructive 


consequences of sin. Sexual union is not only a union 
of the body, but of the whole person (1 Cor. 6:15-20). 
Illicit sexual relations defile the temple of God, breed 
both physical and social disease, and serve as a 
source for many other sins. 

38:18 signet. This was an ancient means of identifi- 
cation. The signet was distinctively etched in stone, 
metal, or ivory. To confirm a business transaction, or 
make an order official, the signet was pressed into 
soft clay, leaving its distinctive impression. Basically, 
Judah gave Tamar the equivalent of a modern credit 
card. 
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24And it came to pass, about three 
months after, that Judah was told, saying, 
“Tamar your daughter-in-law has xplayed 
the harlot; furthermore she is with child by 
harlotry.” 

So Judah said, “Bring her out Yand let 
her be burned!” 

25When she was brought out, she sent to 
her father-in-law, saying, “By the man to 
whom these belong, I am with child.” And 
she said, 2“Please determine whose these 
are—the signet and cord, and staff.” 

26So Judah “acknowledged them and 
said, “She has been more righteous than 
I, because ‘I did not give her to Shelah my 
son.” And he 4never knew her again. 

27Now it came to pass, at the time for 
giving birth, that behold, twins were in 
her womb. 28And so it was, when she was 
giving birth, that the one put out his hand; 
and the midwife took a scarlet thread and 
bound it on his hand, saying, “This one 
came out first.” 29Then it happened, as he 
drew back his hand, that his brother came 
out unexpectedly; and she said, “How did 
you break through? This breach be upon 
you!” Therefore his name was called ¢Pe- 
rez.* 30A fterward his brother came out who 
had the scarlet thread on his hand. And his 
name was called /Zerah. 


Joseph a Slave in Egypt 
39 Now Joseph had been taken «down 
to Egypt. And >Potiphar, an officer 
of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyp- 
tian, ‘bought him from the Ishmaelites who 
had taken him down there. 24¢The LORD 
was with Joseph, and he was a successful 
man; and he was in the house of his mas- 
ter the Egyptian. And his master saw that 
the LORD was with him and that the LORD 
emade all he did to prosper in his hand. 
4So Joseph ffound favor in his sight, and 
served him. Then he made him “overseer of 
his house, and all that he had he put under 
his authority. 5So it was, from the time that 
he had made him overseer of his house and 
all that he had, that "the LORD blessed the 
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Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the 
blessing of the LORD was on all that he had 
in the house and in the field. ®Thus he left 
all that he had in Joseph’s hand, and he did 
not know what he had except for the bread 
which he ate. 

Now Joseph ‘was handsome in form and 
appearance. 

7And it came to pass after these things 
that his master’s wife cast longing eyes on 
Joseph, and she said, /“Lie with me.” 

8But he refused and said to his master’s 
wife, “Look, my master does not know 
what is with me in the house, and he has 
committed all that he has to my hand. 
9There is no one greater in this house than 
I, nor has he kept back anything from me 
but you, because you are his wife. How 
then can I do this great wickedness, and 
lsin against God?” 

10So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day 
by day, that he did not heed her, to lie with 
her or to be with her. 

UBut it happened about this time, when 
Joseph went into the house to do his work, 
and none of the men of the house was 
inside, !2that she "caught him by his gar- 
ment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his 
garment in her hand, and fled and ran out- 
side. 13And so it was, when she saw that he 
had left his garment in her hand and fled 
outside, that she called to the men of her 
house and spoke to them, saying, “See, he 
has brought in to us a °Hebrew to mock us. 
He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried 
out with a loud voice. 45And it happened, 
when he heard that I lifted my voice and 
cried out, that he left his garment with me, 
and fled and went outside.” 

16So she kept his garment with her until 
his master came home. !7Then she pspoke 
to him with words like these, saying, “The 
Hebrew servant whom you brought to us 
came in to me to mock me; }8so it hap- 
pened, as I lifted my voice and cried out, 
that he left his garment with me and fled 
outside.” 


* 38:29 Literally Breach or Breakthrough 


38:26 She has been more righteous than I. Judah, 
one of the heirs of the everlasting covenant with the 
living God, was put to shame by a Canaanite woman. 
To his credit, Judah confessed his sins. 

38:29 Perez. Perez was in the lineage of David, and 
eventually Jesus the Messiah (Ruth 4:18; Matt. 1:3). 
39:2 The Lor was with Joseph. This key phrase 
of this section is repeated (vv. 21,23). This phrase 
indicates that God cared for, protected, and blessed 
Joseph. 

39:4 found favor. Joseph's life illustrates the prin- 
ciple that one who is faithful in little will be given 
charge over much (Matt. 25:21; 1 Cor. 4:2). 

39:5 the Lorp blessed the Egyptian’s house. God 
blessed Potiphar’s house because of Joseph, just as 
He had blessed Laban because of Jacob. 

39:9 sinagainst God. Joseph rejected the solicitation 
to sin, regarding it both as a wicked act of treachery 


against his master, and as a defiling and rebellious act 
before a holy God. Because Joseph's conscience was 
bound by God and His truth, he was able to resist this 
evil suggestion more than once. Pleasing God was 
more important to Joseph than engaging in the plea- 
sures of sin for a season. His fear and reverence of God 
was the directing power of his life. 
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19So it was, when his master heard the 
words which his wife spoke to him, saying, 
“Your servant did to me after this manner,” 
that his “anger was aroused. 29Then Jo- 
seph’s master took him and "put him into 
the sprison, a place where the king’s pris- 
oners were confined. And he was there in 
the prison. 21But the LORD was with Joseph 
and showed him mercy, and He tgave him 
favor in the sight of the keeper of the pris- 
on. 22And the keeper of the prison “com- 
mitted to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners 
who were in the prison; whatever they did 
there, it was his doing. 23The keeper of 
the prison did not look into anything that 
was under Joseph’s authority,* because the 
VLORD was with him; and whatever he did, 
the LORD made it prosper. 


The Prisoners’ Dreams 
4 It came to pass after these things 
that the “butler and the baker of the 
king of Egypt offended their lord, the king 
of Egypt. 2And Pharaoh was “angry with 
his two officers, the chief butler and the 
chief baker. 3¢So he put them in custody 
in the house of the captain of the guard, 
in the prison, the place where Joseph was 
confined. 4And the captain of the guard 
charged Joseph with them, and he served 
them; so they were in custody for a while. 
5Then the butler and the baker of the 
king of Egypt, who were confined in the 
prison, “had a dream, both of them, each 
man’s dream in one night and each man’s 
dream with its own interpretation. 6And 
Joseph came in to them in the morning and 
looked at them, and saw that they were sad. 
7So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were 
with him in the custody of his lord’s house, 
saying, ¢“Why do you look so sad today?” 
8And they said to him, f“We each have 
had a dream, and there is no interpreter 
of it.” 

So Joseph said to them, £“Do not inter- 
pretations belong to God? Tell them to me, 
please.” 

9Then the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him, “Behold, in my 
dream a vine was before me, !9and in the 
vine were three branches; it was as though 


it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and its 
clusters brought forth ripe grapes. 'Then 
Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took 
the grapes and pressed them into Pha- 
raoh’s cup, and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s 
hand.” 

12And Joseph said to him, "“This is the 
interpretation of it: The three branches ‘are 
three days. Now within three days Pha- 
raoh will /lift up your head and restore you 
to your place, and you will put Pharaoh’s 
cup in his hand according to the former 
manner, when you were his butler. 4But 
kremember me when it is well with you, 
and 'please show kindness to me; make 
mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out 
of this house. For indeed I was “stolen 
away from the land of the Hebrews; "and 
also I have done nothing here that they 
should put me into the dungeon.” 

16When the chief baker saw that the in- 
terpretation was good, he said to Joseph, 
“I also was in my dream, and there were 
three white baskets on my head. !7In the 
uppermost basket were all kinds of baked 
goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them 
out of the basket on my head.” 

18So Joseph answered and said, °“This 
is the interpretation of it: The three baskets 
are three days. 19»Within three days Pha- 
raoh will lift off your head from you and 
ahang you on a tree; and the birds will eat 
your flesh from you.” 

20Now it came to pass on the third day, 
which was Pharaoh’s "birthday, that he 
smade a feast for all his servants; and he 
4ifted up the head of the chief butler and 
of the chief baker among his servants. 
21Then he “restored the chief butler to his 
butlership again, and vhe placed the cup in 
Pharaoh’s hand. 22But he whanged the chief 
baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 
23 Yet the chief butler did not remember Jo- 
seph, but *forgot him. 


Pharaoh’s Dreams 

41 Then it came to pass, at the end of 
two full years, that “Pharaoh had a 

dream; and behold, he stood by the river. 


* 39:23 Literally his hand 


39:20 into the prison. Surprisingly, Potiphar did not 
simply kill Joseph outright. It is possible that knowl- 
edge of Joseph’s character (or his own wife’s char- 
acter) caused him to suspect that the story was not 
wholly true. 

39:21 mercy. This word can be translated /oyal love 
(Ps. 13:5). God faithfully kept His promises by staying 
with His people (12:1—3; 50:24). 

39:23 the LorpD made it prosper. Because of God's 
blessing, everything Joseph did prospered (Ps. 1:1-3). 
40:8 interpretations belong to God. Joseph not only 
announced his faith, he then quickly acted upon it. 
Joseph had received dreams and visions as a younger 
man, and he had understood their meaning (37:5-11). 
40:22 he hanged the chief baker. Pharaoh was 


clearly a ruthless ruler who rewarded those who 
served him well, but destroyed those he perceived 
as threats. 
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2Suddenly there came up out of the river 
seven cows, fine looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. 2Then behold, seven 
other cows came up after them out of the 
river, ugly and gaunt, and stood by the oth- 
er cows on the bank of the river. 4And the 
ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven fine 
looking and fat cows. So Pharaoh awoke. 
5He slept and dreamed a second time; and 
suddenly seven heads of grain came up on 
one stalk, plump and good. ®Then behold, 
seven thin heads, blighted by the Yeast 
wind, sprang up after them. 7And the seven 
thin heads devoured the seven plump and 
full heads. So Pharaoh awoke, and indeed, 
it was a dream. 8Now it came to pass in the 
morning ‘that his spirit was troubled, and 
he sent and called for all “the magicians of 
Egypt and all its wise men. And Pharaoh 
told them his dreams, but there was no one 
who could interpret them for Pharaoh. 

§SThen the ‘chief butler spoke to Pha- 
raoh, saying: “I remember my faults this 
day. 1©When Pharaoh was Sangry with 
his servants, "and put me in custody in the 
house of the captain of the guard, both me 
and the chief baker, ‘we each had a dream 
in one night, he and I. Each of us dreamed 
according to the interpretation of his own 
dream. !2Now there was a young ‘Hebrew 
man with us there, a *servant of the cap- 
tain of the guard. And we told him, and he 
linterpreted our dreams for us; to each man 
he interpreted according to his own dream. 
13And it came to pass, just as he interpret- 
ed for us, so it happened. He restored me to 
my office, and he hanged him.” 

M4nThen Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, 
and they °brought him quickly Pout of the 
dungeon; and he shaved, “changed his 
clothing, and came to Pharaoh. !5And Pha- 
raoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, 
and there is no one who can interpret it. 
rBut I have heard it said of you that you can 
understand a dream, to interpret it.” 

16So Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, 
s“Tt is not in me; ‘God will give Pharaoh an 
answer of peace.” 

17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph: “Behold, 
4in my dream I stood on the bank of the 
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river. 18Suddenly seven cows came up out 
of the river, fine looking and fat; and they 
fed in the meadow. !8Then behold, seven 
other cows came up after them, poor and 
very ugly and gaunt, such ugliness as I 
have never seen in all the land of Egypt. 
20And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up the 
first seven, the fat cows. 2!When they had 
eaten them up, no one would have known 
that they had eaten them, for they were just 
as ugly as at the beginning. So I awoke. 
22Also I saw in my dream, and suddenly 
seven heads came up on one stalk, full and 
good. 23Then behold, seven heads, with- 
ered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, 
sprang up after them. 24And the thin heads 
devoured the seven good heads. So YI told 
this to the magicians, but there was no one 
who could explain it to me.” 

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The 
dreams of Pharaoh are one; ~God has 
shown Pharaoh what He is about to do: 
26The seven good cows are seven years, 
and the seven good heads are seven years; 
the dreams are one. 27And the seven thin 
and ugly cows which came up after them 
are seven years, and the seven empty 
heads blighted by the east wind are xsev- 
en years of famine. 28yThis is the thing 
which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has 
shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 
29Indeed Zseven years of great plenty will 
come throughout all the land of Egypt: 
30but after them seven years of famine will 
aarise, and all the plenty will be forgotten 
in the land of Egypt; and the famine >will 
deplete the land. 3!So the plenty will not be 
known in the land because of the famine 
following, for it will be very severe. 32And 
the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice 
because the ¢thing is established by God, 
and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

33“Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a 
discerning and wise man, and set him over 
the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh do this, 
and let him appoint officers over the land, 
4to collect one-fifth of the produce of the 
land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. 
35And elet them gather all the food of those 
good years that are coming, and store up 


41:8 magicians. The Hebrew term is related to the 
word for stylus, a writing instrument. Thus the magi- 
cians were associated in some manner with writing 
and knowledge, no doubt of the occult. wise men. 
These were a class of scholars associated with the 
courts of the ancient Middle East. They were either 
functionaries of pagan religions, or merely observers 
and interpreters of life. 

41:14 shaved. Egyptian men not only shaved their 
faces, but their entire bodies and heads. Egyptian 
officials scorned the “hairy” Canaanites, including the 
Hebrews (43:32). While he lived in Egypt Joseph appar- 
ently adopted the dress and manner of the Egyptians. 
41:16 God. Joseph praised the power of the living 
God in the pagan court of Pharaoh. He would not take 
any credit to himself, nor did he try to use the situa- 
tion to plead for his own release. 


41:32 God, and God. Joseph made it clear that 
he was speaking about the one God, not the numer- 
ous false gods that filled the Egyptian court, or 
Pharaoh himself who was believed to be a god (22:1; 
42:18). 
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grain under the authority of Pharaoh, and 
let them keep food in the cities. 36Then that 
food shall be as a reserve for the land for 
the seven years of famine which shall be 
in the land of Egypt, that the land fmay not 
perish during the famine.” 


Joseph's Rise to Power 

37So £the advice was good in the eyes of 
Pharaoh and in the eyes of all his servants. 
38And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can 
we find such a one as this, aman "in whom 
is the Spirit of God?” 

39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Inas- 
much as God has shown you all this, there 
is no one as discerning and wise as you. 
401You shall be over my house, and all my 
people shall be ruled according to your 
word; only in regard to the throne will I 
be greater than you.” 41And Pharaoh said 
to Joseph, “See, I have jset you over all the 
land of Egypt.” 

42Then Pharaoh #took his signet ring off 
his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand; and 
he 'clothed him in garments of fine linen 
mand put a gold chain around his neck. 
43 And he had him ride in the second "char- 
iot which he had; °and they cried out before 
him, “Bow the knee!” So he set him Pover 
all the land of Egypt. 44Pharaoh also said 
to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your 
consent no man may lift his hand or foot 
in all the land of Egypt.” 45And Pharaoh 
called Joseph’s name Zaphnath-Paaneah. 
And he gave him as a wife “Asenath, the 
daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On. So 
Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 

46Joseph was thirty years old when he 
rstood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the presence of Pha- 
raoh, and went throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 47Now in the seven plentiful years 
the ground brought forth abundantly. 48So 
he gathered up all the food of the seven 
years which were in the land of Egypt, 
and laid up the food in the cities; he laid up 
in every city the food of the fields which 
surrounded them. #*Joseph gathered very 


much grain, sas the sand of the sea, until 
he stopped counting, for it was immeasur- 
able. 

50t:And to Joseph were born two sons 
before the years of famine came, whom 
Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah 
priest of On, bore to him. 5!Joseph called 
the name of the firstborn Manasseh:* “For 
God has made me forget all my toil and all 
my “father’s house.” 52And the name of the 
second he called Ephraim:* “For God has 
caused me to be “fruitful in the land of my 
affliction.” 

53Then the seven years of plenty which 
were in the land of Egypt ended, 54wand 
the seven years of famine began to come, 
xas Joseph had said. The famine was in 
all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there 
was bread. 55So when all the land of Egypt 
was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh 
for bread. Then Pharaoh said to all the 
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; »whatever he 
says to you, do.” 56The famine was over all 
the face of the earth, and Joseph opened 
all the storehouses* and 2sold to the Egyp- 
tians. And the famine became severe in the 
land of Egypt. 574So all countries came to 
Joseph in Egypt to buy grain, because the 
famine was severe in all lands. 


Joseph's Brothers Go to Egypt 
4 When ¢Jacob saw that there was 
grain in Egypt, Jacob said to his 
sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 
2And he said, “Indeed I have heard that 
there is grain in Egypt; go down to that 
place and buy for us there, that we may 
blive and not die.” 
3So Joseph’s ten brothers went down to 
buy grain in Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send 
Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his broth- 
ers, for he said, ““Lest some calamity befall 
him.” 5And the sons of Israel went to buy 
grain among those who journeyed, for the 
famine was 4in the land of Canaan. 


* 41:51 Literally Making Forgetful *41:52 Liter- 
ally Fruitfulness *41:56 Literally all that was 
in them 


41:38 in whom is the Spirit of God. Even if he did not 
follow God himself, Pharaoh was at least acknowl- 
edging that Joseph was extraordinarily wise, and that 
the power of his God was obvious in his life. 

41:39 discerning and wise. Joseph is an illustra- 
tion of the instructions Paul gave Colosse: “Walk in 
wisdom toward those who are outside” (Col. 4:5). 
Pharaoh recognized that Joseph's wisdom was not 
the ordinary powers of a clever man, but something 
unique and outside of himself. Joseph was wise 
because he listened to God, not just because of his 
extraordinary intelligence and perspicacity. God’s 
wisdom is moral. It discerns between good and evil. It 
is seen through prudence in secular affairs and comes 
through personal experience with the Lord. 

41:45 Zaphnath-Paaneah. This Egyptian name 
probably means something like “the god speaks and 
lives." Asenath. This name means “belonging to (the 


goddess) Neith.” Poti-Pherah. This name means “he 
whom Ra (the sun god) gave.” Even though his father- 
in-law was the priest of a pagan god, Joseph and 
Asenath’s sons were worshipers of the Lord, not Ra. 
42:4 Benjamin. Jacob still played favorites, but this 
time there is no mention of jealousy among the other 
brothers as there had been before (37:8). 
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6Now Joseph was governor ¢over the 
land; and it was he who sold to all the peo- 
ple of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came 
and fbowed down before him with their 
faces to the earth. 7Joseph saw his broth- 
ers and recognized them, but he acted as 
ga stranger to them and spoke roughly to 
them. Then he said to them, “Where do you 
come from?” 

And they said, “From the land of Canaan 
to buy food.” 

8So Joseph recognized his brothers, but 
they did not recognize him. 9Then Joseph 
hremembered the dreams which he had 
dreamed about them, and said to them, 
“You are spies! You have come to see the 
nakedness of the land!” 

10And they said to him, “No, my lord, but 
your servants have come to buy food. !!We 
are all one man’s sons; we are honest men; 
your servants are not spies.” 

12But he said to them, “No, but you have 
come to see the nakedness of the land.” 

BAnd they said, “Your servants are 
twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the 
land of Canaan; and in fact, the youngest is 
with our father today, and one ‘is no more.” 

M4But Joseph said to them, “It is as Ispoke 
to you, saying, ‘You are spies!’ 5In this man- 
ner you shall be tested: iBy the life of Pha- 
raoh, you shall not leave this place unless 
your youngest brother comes here. !6Send 
one of you, and let him bring your brother; 
and you shall be kept in prison, that your 
words may be tested to see whether there is 
any truth in you; or else, by the life of Pha- 
raoh, surely you are spies!” !7So he put them 
all together in prison *three days. 

18Then Joseph said to them the third day, 
“Do this and live, 'for I fear God: 19If you 
are honest men, let one of your brothers 
be confined to your prison house; but you, 
go and carry grain for the famine of your 
houses. 2°And “bring your youngest broth- 
er to me; so your words will be verified, and 
you shall not die.” 

And they did so. 2! Then they said to one 
another, "““We are truly guilty concerning 
our brother, for we saw the anguish of 
his soul when he pleaded with us, and we 
would not hear; °therefore this distress has 
come upon us.” 
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22And Reuben answered them, saying, 
p“Did I not speak to you, saying, ‘Do not 
sin against the boy’; and you would not 
listen? Therefore behold, his blood is now 
arequired of us.” 23But they did not know 
that Joseph understood them, for he spoke 
to them through an interpreter. 24And he 
turned himself away from them and "wept. 
Then he returned to them again, and talked 
with them. And he took sSimeon from them 
and bound him before their eyes. 


The Brothers Return to Canaan 
25Then Joseph tgave a command to fill 
their sacks with grain, to “restore every 
man’s money to his sack, and to give them 
provisions for the journey. vThus he did for 
them. 26So they loaded their donkeys with 
the grain and departed from there. 27But 
as wone of them opened his sack to give his 
donkey feed at the encampment, he saw his 
money; and there it was, in the mouth of 
his sack. 28So he said to his brothers, “My 
money has been restored, and there it is, 
in my sack!” Then their hearts failed them 
and they were afraid, saying to one anoth- 
er, “What is this that God has done to us?” 
29Then they went to Jacob their father in 
the land of Canaan and told him all that had 
happened to them, saying: 3°“The man who 
is lord of the land *spoke roughly to us, and 
took us for spies of the country. 3!1But we 
said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not 
spies. 32We are twelve brothers, sons of our 
father; one is no more, and the youngest is 
with our father this day in the land of Ca- 
naan.’ 33Then the man, the lord of the coun- 
try, said to us, “By this I will know that you 
are honest men: Leave one of your brothers 
here with me, take food for the famine of 
your households, and be gone. 34And bring 
your youngest brother to me; so I shall 
know that you are not spies, but that you 
are honest men. I will grant your brother to 
you, and you may “trade in the land.’” 
35Then it happened as they emptied their 
sacks, that surprisingly "each man’s bun- 
dle of money was in his sack; and when 
they and their father saw the bundles of 
money, they were afraid. 36And Jacob their 
father said to them, “You have cbereaved 
me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is no more, 


42:6 bowed down before him. God fulfilled the 
dreams He gave to Joseph at the age of 17 (37:5—-11). 
42:9 You are spies. Joseph set out to learn whether 
his brothers had changed for the better. Would they 
betray each other when under pressure? 

42:18 | fear God. Joseph gave his brothers a clue 
about who he was. 

42:22 Did I not speak to you. Joseph's brothers were 
fearful because they knew they were guilty before 
God and that they deserved any punishment that God 
might choose to send. They must have been troubled 
by feelings of guilt for years, and even though they did 
not realize who Joseph really was, they immediately 
attributed their troubles to their guilt. 


42:25 money. This refers to a certain weight of silver. 
Coins had not been invented at this time. 
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and you want to take “Benjamin. All these 
things are against me.” 

37Then Reuben spoke to his father, say- 
ing, “Kill my two sons if I do not bring him 
back to you; put him in my hands, and I 
will bring him back to you.” 

38But he said, “My son shall not go down 
with you, for @his brother is dead, and he 
is left alone. ‘If any calamity should befall 
him along the way in which you go, then 
you would “bring down my gray hair with 
sorrow to the grave.” 


Joseph's Brothers Return 
with Benjamin 
43 Now the famine was 4severe in the 
land. 2And it came to pass, when 
they had eaten up the grain which they had 
brought from Egypt, that their father said 
to them, “Go >back, buy us a little food.” 
3But Judah spoke to him, saying, “The 
man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You 
shall not see my face unless your cbrother is 
with you.’ 4If you send our brother with us, 
we will go down and buy you food. 5But if 
you will not send him, we will not go down; 
for the man said to us, ‘You shall not see 
my face unless your brother is with you.’” 
6And Israel said, “Why did you deal 
so wrongfully with me as to tell the man 
whether you had still another brother?” 
7But they said, “The man asked us 
pointedly about ourselves and our fami- 
ly, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have 
you another brother?’ And we told him ac- 
cording to these words. Could we possibly 
have known that he would say, ‘Bring your 
brother down’?” 

8Then Judah said to Israel his father, 
“Send the lad with me, and we will arise 
and go, that we may live and not die, both 
we and you and also our little ones. 9I my- 
self will be surety for him; from my hand 
you shall require him. ¢If I do not bring him 
back to you and set him before you, then let 
me bear the blame forever. !9For if we had 
not lingered, surely by now we would have 
returned this second time.” 

And their father Israel said to them, “If 
it must be so, then do this: Take some of 
the best fruits of the land in your vessels 
and fcarry down a present for the man—a 
little balm and a little honey, spices and 
myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds. !2Take 
double money in your hand, and take back 


in your hand the money “that was returned 
in the mouth of your sacks; perhaps it was 
an oversight. 13Take your brother also, 
and arise, go back to the man. 4And may 
God ‘Almighty igive you mercy before the 
man, that he may release your other broth- 
er and Benjamin. *If I am bereaved, I am 
bereaved!” 

15So the men took that present and Ben- 
jamin, and they took double money in their 
hand, and arose and went ‘down to Egypt; 
and they stood before Joseph. !6When Jo- 
seph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 
the “steward of his house, “Take these men 
to my home, and slaughter an animal and 
make ready; for these men will dine with 
me at noon.” !7Then the man did as Joseph 
ordered, and the man brought the men into 
Joseph’s house. 

18Now the men were "afraid because 
they were brought into Joseph’s house; 
and they said, “It is because of the money, 
which was returned in our sacks the first 
time, that we are brought in, so that he may 
make a case against us and seize us, to take 
us as slaves with our donkeys.” 

19When they drew near to the steward of 
Joseph’s house, they talked with him at the 
door of the house, 2%and said, “O sir, °we in- 
deed came down the first time to buy food; 
21put Pit happened, when we came to the en- 
campment, that we opened our sacks, and 
there, each man’s money was in the mouth 
of his sack, our money in full weight; so 
we have brought it back in our hand. 22And 
we have brought down other money in our 
hands to buy food. We do not know who 
put our money in our sacks.” 

23But he said, “Peace be with you, do not 
be afraid. Your God and the God of your fa- 
ther has given you treasure in your sacks; 
Thad your money.” Then he brought ¢Sim- 
eon out to them. 

24So the man brought the men into Jo- 
seph’s house and "gave them water, and 
they washed their feet; and he gave their 
donkeys feed. 25Then they made the pres- 
ent ready for Joseph’s coming at noon, for 
they heard that they would eat bread there. 

26And when Joseph came home, they 
brought him the present which was in their 
hand into the house, and sbowed down 
before him to the earth. 27Then he asked 
them about their well-being, and said, “Is 
your father well, the old man tof whom you 
spoke? Is he still alive?” 


43:8 Send the lad with me. Judah promised that he 
would keep Benjamin safe. Judah had changed tre- 
mendously (38:1). Instead of leaving the family, he 
protected his brother and was concerned about his 
father’s welfare. 

43:23 Your God and the God of your father. Surpris- 
ingly, the steward expressed his own faith in the God 
of Joseph and Jacob. 

43:26 bowed. For the second time (42:6) the brothers 
of Joseph bowed down to him, just as his dreams had 
predicted (37:5-11). 
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28And they answered, “Your servant our 
father is in good health; he is still alive.” 
uAnd they bowed their heads down and 
prostrated themselves. 

29Then he lifted his eyes and saw his 
brother Benjamin, vhis mother’s son, and 
said, “Is this your younger brother of 
whom you spoke to me?” And he said, 
“God be gracious to you, my son.” 39Now 
xhis heart yearned for his brother; so Jo- 
seph made haste and sought somewhere to 
weep. And he went into his chamber and 
ywept there. 3!Then he washed his face and 
came out; and he restrained himself, and 
said, “Serve the 2bread.” 

32So they set him a place by himself, and 
them by themselves, and the Egyptians 
who ate with him by themselves; because 
the Egyptians could not eat food with the 
aHebrews, for that is ’an abomination to 
the Egyptians. 33And they sat before him, 
the firstborn according to his ‘birthright 
and the youngest according to his youth; 
and the men looked in astonishment at 
one another. 34Then he took servings to 
them from before him, but Benjamin’s serv- 
ing was ¢five times as much as any of theirs. 
So they drank and were merry with him. 


Joseph’s Cup 
4 4 And he commanded the “steward of 
his house, saying, >“Fill the men’s 
sacks with food, as much as they can carry, 
and put each man’s money in the mouth of 
his sack. 2Also put my cup, the silver cup, 
in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, 
and his grain money.” So he did according 
to the word that Joseph had spoken. 3As 
soon as the morning dawned, the men were 
sent away, they and their donkeys. 4When 
they had gone out of the city, and were not 
yet far off, Joseph said to his steward, “Get 
up, follow the men; and when you overtake 
them, say to them, ‘Why have you crepaid 
evil for good? 5Is not this the one from 
which my lord drinks, and with which 
he indeed practices divination? You have 
done evil in so doing.’” 
6So he overtook them, and he spoke to 
them these same words. 7And they said to 
him, “Why does my lord say these words? 
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Far be it from us that your servants should 
do such a thing. 8Look, we brought back to 
you from the land of Canaan 4the money 
which we found in the mouth of our sacks. 
How then could we steal silver or gold from 
your lord’s house? 9With whomever of your 
servants it is found, ¢let him die, and we 
also will be my lord’s slaves.” 

10And he said, “Now also let it be accord- 
ing to your words; he with whom it is found 
shall be my slave, and you shall be blame- 
less.” UThen each man speedily let down 
his sack to the ground, and each opened 
his sack. 12So he searched. He began with 
the oldest and left off with the youngest; 
and the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 
13Then they ‘tore their clothes, and each 
man loaded his donkey and returned to 
the city. 

14So0 Judah and his brothers came to Jo- 
seph’s house, and he was still there; and 
they “fell before him on the ground. SAnd 
Joseph said to them, “What deed is this you 
have done? Did you not know that such a 
man as I can certainly practice divina- 
tion?” 

16Then Judah said, “What shall we say 
to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how 
shall we clear ourselves? God has "found 
out the iniquity of your servants; here ‘we 
are, my lord’s slaves, both we and he also 
with whom the cup was found.” 

17But he said, /“Far be it from me that I 
should do so; the man in whose hand the 
cup was found, he shall be my slave. And 
as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 


Judah Intercedes for Benjamin 
18Then Judah came near to him and said: 
“O my lord, please let your servant speak a 
word in my lord’s hearing, and ’do not let 
your anger burn against your servant; for 
you are even like Pharaoh. 19My lord asked 
his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father or 
a brother?’ 20And we said to my lord, ‘We 
have a father, an old man, and a child of his 
old age, who is young; his brother is "dead, 
and he “alone is left of his mother’s chil- 
dren, and his father loves him,’ 21Then you 
said to your servants, >‘Bring him down to 
me, that I may set my eyes on him.’ 22And 


43:32 an abomination. This word can indicate the 
strongest revulsion, something that might cause 
physical illness (46:34). The Egyptians (who carefully 
shaved their entire bodies) may have been repulsed 
by the “hairy” Hebrews. 

44:15 can certainly practice divination. This curi- 
ous verse is not very clear in meaning. Clearly a God- 
fearing man like Joseph who knew that only God can 
interpret dreams and visions (40:8) would not have 
been one to dabble with the occult. He may just have 
been trying to frighten his brothers by appearing 
to know things supernaturally (this would certainly 
have been backed up by his uncanny knowledge of 
their birth order in 43:33). 

44:17 go up in peace to your father. Joseph was 


testing his brothers again, to see if they had changed 
in their attitude to the son of their father’s favorite 
wife. Would they leave Benjamin a slave in Egypt as 
they had Joseph? 
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we Said to my lord, “‘The lad cannot leave 
his father, for if he should leave his father, 
his father would die.’ 23But you said to your 
servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother 
comes down with you, you shall see my 
face no more.’ 

24“So it was, when we went up to your 
servant my father, that we told him the 
words of my lord. 25And ‘our father said, 
‘Go back and buy us a little food.’ 26But we 
said, ‘We cannot go down; if our youngest 
brother is with us, then we will go down; 
for we may not see the man’s face unless 
our youngest brother is with us.’ 27Then 
your servant my father said to us, ‘You 
know that smy wife bore me two sons; 
28and the one went out from me, and I said, 
t“Surely he is torn to pieces”; and I have not 
seen him since. 29But if you “take this one 
also from me, and calamity befalls him, 
you shall bring down my gray hair with 
sorrow to the grave.’ 

30“Now therefore, when I come to your 
servant my father, and the lad is not with 
us, since Vhis life is bound up in the lad’s 
life, 31it will happen, when he sees that the 
lad is not with us, that he will die. So your 
servants will bring down the gray hair of 
your servant our father with sorrow to the 
grave. 32For your servant became surety 
for the lad to my father, saying, “‘If I do 
not bring him back to you, then I shall bear 
the blame before my father forever.’ 33Now 
therefore, please *let your servant remain 
instead of the lad as a slave to my lord, and 
let the lad go up with his brothers. 34For 
how shall I go up to my father if the lad is 
not with me, lest perhaps I see the evil that 
would come upon my father?” 


Joseph Revealed to His Brothers 
4 Then Joseph could not restrain him- 
self before all those who stood by him, 
and he cried out, “Make everyone go out 
from me!” So no one stood with him while 
Joseph made himself known to his broth- 
ers. 2And he >wept aloud, and the Egyptians 
and the house of Pharaoh heard it. 
3Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I 


am Joseph; does my father still live?” But 
his brothers could not answer him, for 
they were dismayed in his presence. 4And 
Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come 
near to me.” So they came near. Then he 
said: “I am Joseph your brother, 4whom 
you sold into Egypt. 5But now, do not there- 
fore be grieved or angry with yourselves 
because you sold me here; efor God sent me 
before you to preserve life. For these two 
years the ffamine has been in the land, and 
there are still five years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7And 
God £sent me before you to preserve a pos- 
terity for you in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance. 8So now it was 
not you who sent me here, but "God; and He 
has made mea father to Pharaoh, and lord 
of all his house, and a /ruler throughout all 
the land of Egypt. 

9“Hurry and go up to my father, and say 
to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph: “God 
has made me lord of all Egypt; come down 
to me, do not tarry. 10k You shall dwell in the 
land of Goshen, and you shall be near to 
me, you and your children, your children’s 
children, your flocks and your herds, and 
all that you have. !!There I will ‘provide for 
you, lest you and your household, and all 
that you have, come to poverty; for there 
are still five years of famine.”’ 

122“And behold, your eyes and the eyes 
of my brother Benjamin see that it is "my 
mouth that speaks to you. !8So you shall 
tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and 
of all that you have seen; and you shall hur- 
ry and "bring my father down here.” 

4Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s 
neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his 
neck. 5Moreover he °kissed all his broth- 
ers and wept over them, and after that his 
brothers talked with him. 

16Now the report of it was heard in 
Pharaoh’s house, saying, “Joseph’s broth- 
ers have come.” So it pleased Pharaoh and 
his servants well. !17And Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: 
Load your animals and depart; go to the 
land of Canaan. !8Bring your father and 


45:1-4 Real Love—A profound comparison can be 
made between the life of Joseph and the life of Christ. 
Both Joseph and Jesus were persecuted unjustly 
(Gen. 37:11-28; Matt. 26:59). Both were lost to their 
brothers for a while (Gen. 45:1—15; Rom. 10:1—4). Both 
later forgave and restored their repentant brothers 
(Gen. 45:1—15; Zech. 8:18). 

45:3 | am Joseph. Joseph must have said this in 
Hebrew, finally dropping the ruse of the interpreter 
(42:23). 

45:5 God sent me. God often permits the wicked to 
carry out their evil plans in order to fulfill some larger 
purpose He has for the objects of their violence and 
cruelty. Since it is not possible for us to see the whole 
picture from God’s perspective, we must exercise 
faith and believe that the God of all the earth will do 
right and that all things do work together for good to 
those who love God, who are called according to His 


purpose. Joseph was able to freely forgive his broth- 
ers partly because he recognized that their sin had 
been turned by God into something good. 

45:10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen. This 
was God's plan. He had told Abraham that his descen- 
dants would live in a foreign land (15:13-16). 
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your households and come to me; I will give 
you the best of the land of Egypt, and you 
will eat »the fat of the land. 18Now you are 
commanded—do this: Take carts out of the 
land of Egypt for your little ones and your 
wives; bring your father and come. 29Also 
do not be concerned about your goods, for 
the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’” 

21Then the sons of Israel did so; and Jo- 
seph gave them ‘carts, according to the 
command of Pharaoh, and he gave them 
provisions for the journey. 22He gave to 
all of them, to each man, "changes of gar- 
ments; but to Benjamin he gave three hun- 
dred pieces of silver and sfive changes of 
garments. 23And he sent to his father these 
things: ten donkeys loaded with the good 
things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys 
loaded with grain, bread, and food for 
his father for the journey. 24So he sent his 
brothers away, and they departed; and he 
said to them, “See that you do not become 
troubled along the way.” 

25Then they went up out of Egypt, and 
came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their 
father. 26And they told him, saying, “Jo- 
seph is still alive, and he is governor over 
all the land of Egypt.” tAnd Jacob’s heart 
stood still, because he did not believe them. 
27But when they told him all the words 
which Joseph had said to them, and when 
he saw the carts which Joseph had sent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived. 28Then Israel said, “It is enough. 
Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and 
see him before I die.” 


Jacob's Journey to Egypt 
46 So Israel took his journey with all 
that he had, and came to “Beershe- 

ba, and offered sacrifices >to the God of his 
father Isaac. 2Then God spoke to Israel cin 
the visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, 
Jacob!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” 

3So He said, “I am God, ¢the God of your 
father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for 
I will emake of you a great nation there. 4/T 
will go down with you to Egypt, and I will 
also surely “bring you up again; and "Jo- 
seph will put his hand on your eyes.” 

5Then ‘Jacob arose from Beersheba; 
and the sons of Israel carried their father 
Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in 
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the carts jwhich Pharaoh had sent to carry 
him. 6So they took their livestock and their 
goods, which they had acquired in the land 
of Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and 
all his descendants with him. 7His sons 
and his sons’ sons, his daughters and his 
sons’ daughters, and all his descendants he 
brought with him to Egypt. 

8Now 'these were the names of the chil- 
dren of Israel, Jacob and his sons, who went 
to Egypt: "Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn. 
§9The "sons of Reuben were Hanoch, Pallu, 
Hezron, and Carmi. !0°The sons of Sime- 
on were Jemuel,* Jamin, Ohad, Jachin,* 
Zohar,* and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite 
woman. !!The sons of ?Levi were Gershon, 
Kohath, and Merari. 12The sons of ¢Judah 
were "Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah 
(but Er and Onan died in the land of Ca- 
naan). sThe sons of Perez were Hezron and 
Hamul. !3The sons of Issachar were Tola, 
Puvah,* Job,* and Shimron. “The ‘sons 
of Zebulun were Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 
These were the “sons of Leah, whom she 
bore to Jacob in Padan Aram, with his 
daughter Dinah. All the persons, his sons 
and his daughters, were thirty-three. 

16The sons of Gad were Ziphion,* Hag- 
gi, Shuni, Ezbon,* Eri, Arodi,* and Areli. 
17The sons of Asher were Jimnah, Ishuah, 
Isui, Beriah, and Serah, their sister. And the 
sons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. 
18wThese were the sons of Zilpah, *whom 
Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these 
she bore to Jacob: sixteen persons. 

19The Ysons of Rachel, 7Jacob’s wife, 
were Joseph and Benjamin. 2%¢And to Jo- 
seph in the land of Egypt were born Ma- 
nasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, 
the daughter of Poti-Pherah priest of On, 
bore to him. 2!The sons of Benjamin were 
Belah, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, 
cEhi, Rosh, ¢Muppim, Huppim,* and Ard. 
22These were the sons of Rachel, who were 
born to Jacob: fourteen persons in all. 


* 46:10 Spelled Nemuel in 1 Chronicles 

4:24 © Called Jarib in 1 Chronicles 4:24 ¢ Called 
Zerah in 1 Chronicles 4:24 *46:13 Spelled Puah 
in 1 Chronicles 7:1 ¢ Same as Jashub in Numbers 
26:24 and 1 Chronicles 7:1 *46:16 Spelled 
Zephon in Samaritan Pentateuch, Septua- 

gint, and Numbers 26:15 ¢ Called Ozniin 
Numbers 26:16 ¢ Spelled Arod in Numbers 26:17 
* 46:21 Called Hupham in Numbers 26:39 


46:1 Israel took his journey. Jacob's journey to 
Egypt began a four-hundred-year sojourn away 
from the promised land of Canaan. Jacob entered 
Egypt with his twelve sons and their families; Jacob's 
descendants would leave Egypt as a small nation. 
46:2 Israel... Jacob. The fact that these names are 
used interchangeably indicates that the earlier nega- 
tive connotations of the name Jacob had faded (31:11; 
32:28; 35:10). 

46:11 Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. These sons of 
Levi became the founders of the Levitical families (Ex. 
6:16-19). Aaron and Moses descended from Kohath 
(Ex. 6:20-25). 
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23The son of Dan was Hushim.* 24eThe 
sons of Naphtali were Jahzeel,* Guni, 
Jezer, and Shillem.* 25/These were the sons 
of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his 
daughter, and she bore these to Jacob: sev- 
en persons in all. 

26hAll the persons who went with Jacob 
to Egypt, who came from his body, ‘besides 
Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons 
in all. 27And the sons of Joseph who were 
born to him in Egypt were two persons. jAll 
the persons of the house of Jacob who went 
to Egypt were seventy. 


Jacob Settles in Goshen 

28Then he sent Judah before him to Jo- 
seph, to point out before him the way to 
Goshen. And they came to the land of Go- 
shen. 29So Joseph made ready his “chariot 
and went up to Goshen to meet his father 
Israel; and he presented himself to him, 
and "fell on his neck and wept on his neck 
a good while. 

30A nd Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me 
die, since I have seen your face, because 
you are still alive.” 

31Then Joseph said to his brothers and 
to his father’s household, ?“I will go up and 
tell Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers 
and those of my father’s house, who were 
in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 
32And the men are 4shepherds, for their 
occupation has been to feed livestock; and 
they have brought their flocks, their herds, 
and all that they have.’ 33So it shall be, 
when Pharaoh calls you and says, “What 
is your soccupation?’ 34that you shall say, 
“Your servants’ occupation has been with 
livestock tfrom our youth even till now, 
both we and also our fathers,’ that you may 
dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shep- 
herd is “an abomination to the Egyptians.” 


4 Then Joseph “went and told Pharaoh, 

and said, “My father and my broth- 
ers, their flocks and their herds and all that 
they possess, have come from the land of 
Canaan; and indeed they are in >the land 
of Goshen.” 2And he took five men from 
among his brothers and ‘presented them to 
Pharaoh. ?Then Pharaoh said to his broth- 
ers, “What is your occupation?” 

And they said to Pharaoh, e“Your ser- 
vants are shepherds, both we and also our 
fathers.” 4And they said to Pharaoh, f“We 
have come to dwell in the land, because 
your servants have no pasture for their 
flocks, for the famine is severe in the land 
of Canaan. Now therefore, please let your 
servants "dwell in the land of Goshen.” 

5Then Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, 
“Your father and your brothers have come 
to you. &’The land of Egypt is before you. 
Have your father and brothers dwell in the 
best of the land; let them dwell ‘in the land 
of Goshen. And if you know any competent 
men among them, then make them chief 
herdsmen over my livestock.” 

7Then Joseph brought in his father Ja- 
cob and set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob 
kblessed Pharaoh. 8Pharaoh said to Jacob, 
“How old are you?” 

§And Jacob said to Pharaoh, '“The days 
of the years of my pilgrimage are “one 
hundred and thirty years; "few and evil 
have been the days of the years of my life, 
and othey have not attained to the days 
of the years of the life of my fathers in 
the days of their pilgrimage.” !9So Jacob 
Pblessed Pharaoh, and went out from be- 
fore Pharaoh. 

11And Joseph situated his father and his 


* 46:23 Called Shuham in Numbers 26:42 
* 46:24 Spelled Jahziel in 1 Chronicles 
7:13 ¢ Spelled Shallum in 1 Chronicles 7:13 


46:26-27 sixty-six... seventy. When Joseph, his 
two sons, and Jacob himself are added, the number 
of males in Jacob’s family equals seventy. 

46:34 every shepherd is an abomination to the 
Egyptians. God used the racial and ethnic prejudice 
of the Egyptians as a way of preserving the ethnic 
and spiritual identity of His own people. Jacob's fam- 
ily was already intermarrying with the Canaanites 
(ch. 38) and was in danger of losing its identity as the 
people of God. 

47:5-6 Pharaoh. There is some uncertainty con- 
cerning the identity of this pharaoh. Many believe 
he was Amenhotep | of the eleventh dynasty. Prior to 
his reign Egypt had suffered political and economic 
chaos for 200 years. Irrigation and building projects 
fell into ruin, and civil war raged. But Pharaoh Amen- 
hotep was able to reunite Egypt, rebuilding the coun- 
try and developing world trade. One of the reasons 
for his success no doubt stemmed from the fact that 
he was a generous man as we are told here. Not only 
was he generous to his own people, but he was kind 
to Israel. God had already promised to bless those 
who blessed the descendants of Abraham (Gen. 12:3). 
The lesson is clear. If a pagan king can experience 


God's blessing for his generosity, how much more 
can born-again believers know the riches of heaven 
for their generosity? Solomon reminds us of this prin- 
ciple: “The generous soul will be made rich” (Prov. 
11:25). 

47:8 How old are you? Pharaoh's question suggests 
that the long ages of the patriarchal family were truly 
exceptional, even for this period. Jacob's final 147 
years (47:28) were fewer than the 175 years of Abra- 
ham (25:7) and the 180 years of Isaac (35:28), but still 
a significant age. 
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brothers, and gave them a possession in 
the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, 
in the land of (Rameses, "as Pharaoh had 
commanded. !2Then Joseph provided his 
father, his brothers, and all shis father’s 
household with bread, according to the 
number in their families. 


Joseph Deals with the Famine 

13Now there was no bread in all the land; 
for the famine was very severe, ‘so that 
the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan 
languished because of the famine. 4uAnd 
Joseph gathered up all the money that 
was found in the land of Egypt and in the 
land of Canaan, for the grain which they 
bought; and Joseph brought the money into 
Pharaoh’s house. 

15So when the money failed in the land 
of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the 
Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give 
us bread, for »why should we die in your 
presence? For the money has failed.” 

16Then Joseph said, “Give your live- 
stock, and IJ will give you bread for your 
livestock, if the money is gone.” !7So they 
brought their livestock to Joseph, and Jo- 
seph gave them bread in exchange for the 
horses, the flocks, the cattle of the herds, 
and for the donkeys. Thus he fed them 
with bread in exchange for all their live- 
stock that year. 

18When that year had ended, they came 
to him the next year and said to him, “We 
will not hide from my lord that our mon- 
ey is gone; my lord also has our herds of 
livestock. There is nothing left in the sight 
of my lord but our bodies and our lands. 
19Why should we die before your eyes, both 
we and our land? Buy us and our land for 
bread, and we and our land will be ser- 
vants of Pharaoh; give us seed, that we may 
wlive and not die, that the land may not be 
desolate.” 

20Then Joseph xbought all the land of 
Egypt for Pharaoh; for every man of the 
Egyptians sold his field, because the fam- 
ine was severe upon them. So the land be- 
came Pharaoh’s. 2!And as for the people, 
he moved them into the cities,* from one 
end of the borders of Egypt to the other 
end. 22yOnly the land of the Zpriests he did 
not buy; for the priests had rations allotted 
to them by Pharaoh, and they ate their ra- 
tions which Pharaoh gave them; therefore 
they did not sell their lands. 

23Then Joseph said to the people, “Indeed 
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I have bought you and your land this day 
for Pharaoh. Look, here is seed for you, and 
you shall sow the land. 24And it shall come 
to pass in the harvest that you shall give 
one-fifth to Pharaoh. Four-fifths shall be 
your own, as seed for the field and for your 
food, for those of your households and as 
food for your little ones.” 

25So they said, “You have saved ¢our 
lives; let us find favor in the sight of my 
lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s servants.” 
26And Joseph made it a law over the land 
of Egypt to this day, that Pharaoh should 
have one-fifth, except for the land of the 
priests only, which did not become Pha- 
raoh’s. 


Joseph's Vow to Jacob 

27So Israel ‘dwelt in the land of Egypt, in 
the country of Goshen; and they had pos- 
sessions there and ¢grew and multiplied 
exceedingly. 28And Jacob lived in the land 
of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of 
Jacob’s life was one hundred and forty- 
seven years. 29When the time edrew near 
that Israel must die, he called his son Jo- 
seph and said to him, “Now if I have found 
favor in your sight, please ‘put your hand 
under my thigh, and £deal kindly and truly 
with me. "Please do not bury me in Egypt, 
30but ‘let me lie with my fathers; you shall 
carry me out of Egypt and ‘bury me in their 
burial place.” 

And he said, “I will do as you have said.” 

31Then he said, “Swear to me.” And he 
swore to him. So Israel bowed himself on 
the head of the bed. 


Jacob Blesses Joseph’s Sons 
48 Now it came to pass after these 
things that Joseph was told, “Indeed 
your father is sick”; and he took with him 
his two sons, *Manasseh and Ephraim. 
2And Jacob was told, “Look, your son Jo- 
seph is coming to you”; and Israel strength- 
ened himself and sat up on the bed. Then 
Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty ap- 
peared to me at ‘Luz in the land of Canaan 
and blessed me, 4and said to me, ‘Behold, 
I will ¢make you fruitful and multiply you, 
and I will make of you a multitude of peo- 
ple, and egive this land to your descendants 
after you fas an everlasting possession.’ 


* 47:21 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, and Vulgate 
read made the people virtual slaves. 


47:20 the land. Pharaoh's ownership of all the land 
of Egypt would one day lead to gross abuses of power 
(see the Book of Exodus). 

47:29 deal kindly and truly with me. |n other words, 
“demonstrate to me the utmost covenant loyalty.” 
Jacob showed his vigorous faith in God's promises 
by asking to be buried in the land promised to his 
descendants. 
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5And now your stwo sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, who were born to you in the 
land of Egypt before I came to you in 
Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, 
they shall be mine. ®Your offspring whom 
you beget after them shall be yours; they 
will be called by the name of their broth- 
ers in their inheritance. 7But as for me, 
when I came from Padan, "Rachel died be- 
side me in the land of Canaan on the way, 
when there was but a little distance to go to 
Ephrath; and I buried her there on the way 
to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).” 

8Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and 
said, “Who are these?” 

SJoseph said to his father, “They are 
my sons, whom God has given me in this 
place.” 

And he said, “Please bring them to me, 
and ‘I will bless them.” !9Now ithe eyes of 
Israel were dim with age, so that he could 
not see. Then Joseph brought them near 
him, and he &kissed them and embraced 
them. And Israel said to Joseph, '“I had 
not thought to see your face; but in fact, 
God has also shown me your offspring!” 

12250 Joseph brought them from beside 
his knees, and he bowed down with his 
face to the earth. 3And Joseph took them 
both, Ephraim with his right hand toward 
Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh with his 
left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and 
brought them near him. Then Israel 
stretched out his right hand and laid it on 
Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and 
his left hand on Manasseh’s head, "guiding 
his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was 
the ofirstborn. And vhe blessed Joseph, 
and said: 


“God, “before whom my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac walked, 

The God who has fed me all my life 
long to this day, 

16 The Angel who has redeemed me 

from all evil, 

Bless the lads; 

Let smy name be named upon them, 

And the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; 

And let them ‘grow into a multitude in 
the midst of the earth.” 


17Now when Joseph saw that his fa- 
ther “laid his right hand on the head of 


Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took 
hold of his father’s hand to remove it from 
Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. !8And 
Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my fa- 
ther, for this one is the firstborn; put your 
right hand on his head.” 

19But his father refused and said, v“I 
know, my son, I know. He also shall be- 
come a people, and he also shall be great; 
but truly “his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his descendants shall 
become a multitude of nations.” 

20So he blessed them that day, saying, 
x“By you Israel will bless, saying, ‘May God 
make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh!’” 
And thus he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

21Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I 
am dying, but yGod will be with you and 
bring you back to the land of your fathers. 
22Moreover ZI have given to you one portion 
above your brothers, which I took from the 
hand “of the Amorite with my sword and 
my bow.” 


Jacob’s Last Words to His Sons 

4 And Jacob called his sons and said, 
“Gather together, that I may tell you 

what shall befall you “in the last days: 


2 “Gather together and hear, you sons of 
Jacob, 
And listen to Israel your father. 


3 “Reuben, you are ‘my firstborn, 
My might and the beginning of my 
strength, 
The excellency of dignity and the 
excellency of power. 
4 Unstable as water, you shall not excel, 
Because you ¢went up to your father’s 
bed; 
Then you defiled it— 
He went up to my couch. 


5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers; 
Instruments of cruelty are in their 
dwelling place. 
6 eLet not my soul enter their council; 
Let not my honor be united ‘to their 
assembly; 
8For in their anger they slew a man, 
And in their self-will they hamstrung 
an ox. 
7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; 
And their wrath, for it is cruel! 


48:5-7 Ephraim and Manasseh. As firstborn, Reu- 
ben should have received a double portion of the 
inheritance, but he had forfeited his birthright by 
his sins (35:22). By adopting Ephraim and Manasseh 
as his own sons, Jacob gave the double portion to 
Joseph. 

48:22 one portion above. Jacob promised Joseph 
that he would one day return to the land of Canaan. 
The promise was fulfilled after Joseph’s death 
(50:24-26). 

49:5-7 Simeon and Levi. This prophecy was fulfilled 
when the Israelites settled in the Promised Land. 
Simeon’s allotment was scattered within the larger 


portion of the tribe of Judah, and Levi's allotment was 
scattered cities throughout the land (Josh. 21). 
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h] will divide them in Jacob 
And scatter them in Israel. 


8 “Judah,' you are he whom your brothers 
shall praise; 
7Your hand shall be on the neck of your 
enemies; 
kYour father’s children shall bow down 
before you. 
9 Judah is !a lion’s whelp; 
From the prey, my son, you have 
gone up. 
mHe bows down, he lies down as a 
lion; 
And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 
10 nThe scepter shall not depart from 
Judah, 
Nor °a lawgiver from between his feet, 
PUntil Shiloh comes; 
aAnd to Him shall be the obedience of 
the people. 
11 Binding his donkey to the vine, 
And his donkey’s colt to the choice 
vine, 
He washed his garments in wine, 
And his clothes in the blood of 
grapes. 
12 His eyes are darker than wine, 
And his teeth whiter than milk. 


13 “Zebulun’ shall dwell by the haven of 
the sea; 
He shall become a haven for ships, 
And his border shall sadjoin Sidon. 


14 “Tssachart is a strong donkey, 
Lying down between two burdens; 
15 He saw that rest was good, 
And that the land was pleasant; 
He bowed “his shoulder to bear a 
burden, 
And became a band of slaves. 


16 “Danv shall judge his people 

As one of the tribes of Israel. 
17 wDan shall be a serpent by the way, 

A viper by the path, 

That bites the horse’s heels 

So that its rider shall fall backward. 
18 x] have waited for your salvation, 

O LorD! 
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19 “Gad,¥ a troop shall tramp upon him, 
But he shall triumph at last. 


20 “Bread from 7Asher shall be rich, 
And he shall yield royal dainties. 


21 “Naphtali® is a deer let loose; 
He uses beautiful words. 


22 “Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
A fruitful bough by a well; 
His branches run over the wall. 
23 The archers have bitterly grieved 
him, 
Shot at him and hated him. 
24 But his ‘bow remained in strength, 
And the arms of his hands were made 
strong 
By the hands of ¢the Mighty God of 
Jacob 
e(From there fis the Shepherd, ¢the 
Stone of Israel), 
25 hBy the God of your father who will 
help you, 
iAnd by the Almighty ‘who will bless 
you 
With blessings of heaven above, 
Blessings of the deep that lies 
beneath, 
Blessings of the breasts and of the 
womb. 
26 The blessings of your father 
Have excelled the blessings of my 
ancestors, 
kUp to the utmost bound of the 
everlasting hills. 
'They shall be on the head of 
Joseph, 
And on the crown of the head of 
him who was separate from his 
brothers. 


27 “Benjamin is a "ravenous wolf; 
In the morning he shall devour the 
prey, 
nAnd at night he shall divide the 
spoil.” 


28A 1] these are the twelve tribes of Israel, 
and this is what their father spoke to them. 
And he blessed them; he blessed each one 
according to his own blessing. 


49:10 scepter. With these words, Jacob predicted 
that a royal line would rise from Judah's descendants. 
Shiloh is an obscure word, probably meaning “the 
one to whom it belongs.” In other words, Judah's 
descendants would be the rulers of Israel until the 
coming of “Shiloh,” the One to whom all royal author- 
ity belongs. In this context, Shiloh, like “the Seed,” is a 
reference to the coming Messiah. 

49:11-12 wine... blood. The imagery in this verse 
describes the warfare that the Messiah will wage to 
establish His reign (Ps. 2; 110; Rev. 19:11-21). 

49:24 Shepherd. The image of God as a shepherd 
occurs many times in Scripture. This term would have 
had great significance for a family of shepherds. God 
shepherded and cared for their families just as they 
shepherded and cared for their own flocks. God is the 
one Good Shepherd (Ps. 23; John 10). 


49:28 the twelve tribes of Israel. Jacob's blessings 
are prophecies about the destiny of each tribe. Some 
of the blessings are obscure, but the blessings on 
Judah and Joseph are clear prophecies from God 
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Jacob’s Death and Burial 

29Then he charged them and said to 
them: “I °am to be gathered to my peo- 
ple; -bury me with my fathers ‘in the 
cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 30in the cave that is in the field 
of Machpelah, which is before Mamre 
in the land of Canaan, ‘which Abraham 
bought with the field of Ephron the Hit- 
tite as a possession for a burial place. 
31sThere they buried Abraham and Sarah 
his wife, ‘there they buried Isaac and Re- 
bekah his wife, and there I buried Leah. 
32The field and the cave that is there were 
purchased from the sons of Heth.” 33And 
when Jacob had finished commanding his 
sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and 
breathed his last, and was gathered to his 
people. 
5 Then Joseph @fell on his father’s face 

and wept over him, and kissed him. 

2And Joseph commanded his servants the 
physicians to ‘embalm his father. So the 
physicians embalmed Israel. Forty days 
were required for him, for such are the 
days required for those who are embalmed; 
and the Egyptians ¢mourned for him sev- 
enty days. 

4Now when the days of his mourning 
were past, Joseph spoke to ¢the household 
of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I have found 
favor in your eyes, please speak in the 
hearing of Pharaoh, saying, 5/‘My father 
made me swear, saying, “Behold, I am dy- 
ing; in my grave ¢which I dug for myself in 
the land of Canaan, there you shall bury 
me.” Now therefore, please let me go up 
and bury my father, and I will come back.’” 

6And Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury 
your father, as he made you swear.” 

7So Joseph went up to bury his father; 
and with him went up all the servants of 
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the 
elders of the land of Egypt, 8as well as all 
the house of Joseph, his brothers, and his 
father’s house. Only their little ones, their 
flocks, and their herds they left in the land 
of Goshen. 9And there went up with him 
both chariots and horsemen, and it was a 
very great gathering. 

10Then they came to the threshing floor 
of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, and 


they ‘mourned there with a great and very 
solemn lamentation. ‘He observed seven 
days of mourning for his father. UAnd 
when the inhabitants of the land, the Ca- 
naanites, saw the mourning at the thresh- 
ing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a deep 
mourning of the Egyptians.” Therefore its 
name was called Abel Mizraim,* which is 
beyond the Jordan. 

12So0 his sons did for him just as he had 
commanded them. }8For ‘his sons carried 
him to the land of Canaan, and buried him 
in the cave of the field of Machpelah, before 
Mamre, which Abraham bought with the 
field from Ephron the Hittite as property 
for a burial place. 4And after he had bur- 
ied his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he 
and his brothers and all who went up with 
him to bury his father. 


Joseph Reassures His Brothers 

15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their 
father was dead, 'they said, “Perhaps Jo- 
seph will hate us, and may actually repay 
us for all the evil which we did to him.” 16So 
they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, 
“Before your father died he commanded, 
saying, !7‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I 
beg you, please forgive the trespass of your 
brothers and their sin; “for they did evil to 
you.”’ Now, please, forgive the trespass of 
the servants of "the God of your father.” 
And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 

18Then his brothers also went and °fell 
down before his face, and they said, “Be- 
hold, we are your servants.” 

19Joseph said to them, °“Do not be 
afraid, ¢for am | in the place of God? 29’But 
as for you, you meant evil against me; but 
sGod meant it for good, in order to bring it 
about as it is this day, to save many people 
alive. 21Now therefore, do not be afraid; ‘I 
will provide for you and your little ones.” 
And he comforted them and spoke kindly 
to them. 


Death of Joseph 
22So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and 
his father’s household. And Joseph lived 


*50:11 Literally Mourning of Egypt 


about their destinies (compare Moses’ blessing of the 
tribes of Israel, Deut. 33). 

50:5-6 swear. Bound by an oath, Joseph requested 
leave to bury his father in Canaan in a place ready for 
his remains. It seems today that we do not take vows 
as seriously as Joseph took his promise to his father, 
and everything from casual promises to solemn mar- 
triage vows are broken with little remorse. Honoring 
vows, both in small matters and significant, honors 
God because He asks us to put away lying and speak 
truth (Eph. 4:25). Broken vows result in broken hearts 
and ruined relationships, blasted memories, ineffec- 
tive lives and testimonies. Even a foolish or wrong 
vow cannot be lightly set aside, but must be repented 


of before God. We must learn to promise wisely, and 
honor our promises faithfully. 
50:20 God meant it for good. God transformed the 
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one hundred and ten years. 23Joseph saw 
Ephraim’s children to the third genera- 
tion. vThe children of Machir, the son of 
Manasseh, “were also brought up on Jo- 
seph’s knees. 

24And Joseph said to his brethren, “I 
am dying; but *God will surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this land to the land 
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yof which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob.” 25Then zJoseph took an oath 
from the children of Israel, saying, “God 
will surely visit you, and “you shall carry 
up my »bones from here.” 26So Joseph died, 
being one hundred and ten years old; and 
they embalmed him, and he was put ina 
coffin in Egypt. 


evil of a group of men into an exceedingly great work. 
Joseph not only saved the lives of numerous people 
in the ancient world, he also testified to the power 
and goodness of the living God. 

50:24 to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. This 
phrase is the standard way of referring to God’s cov- 
enant with Abraham’s family (50:24; Ex. 2:24; 3:16). 
The recital of the three names reaffirms the certainty 
of the promise and God’s commitment to fulfill it. 
50:25 carry up my bones. Hundreds of years later, 


Moses would keep the Israelites’ oath by taking 
Joseph's bones with the people into the wilderness 
Ex. 13:19). Finally, Joshua would bury the bones of 
Joseph at Shechem (Josh. 24:32). 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 


EXODUS 


> AUTHOR: Exodus has been attributed to Moses since the time of Joshua (cf. 20:25; 
Josh. 8:30-32), and there is a great deal of both internal and external evidence that 
supports Moses as the author. The claims in Joshua are backed by similar testimony 
from Malachi (4:4), the disciples John 1:45), Paul (Rom. 10:5), and Christ (Mark 7:10; 
12:26; Luke 20:37; John 5:46-47; 7:19,22—23). Portions of the book itself claim the 
authorship of Moses (ch. 15; 17:8-14; 20:1-17; 24:4,7,12; 31:18; 34:1-27). The author of 
Exodus must have been a man familiar with the customs and climate of Egypt. Its 
consistency of style points to a single author and its ancient literary devices support 
its antiquity. 

> TIME: c. 1875-1445 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Ex. 19:5-6 

> THEME: The main character of Exodus is clearly Moses. God gives him the job of 
leading the exodus from Egypt. Moses also takes on the job of establishing, at God’s 
direction, the essential elements of the Jewish patterns of life and worship. He is 
simultaneously God's designated representative of the people to God and God's 
messenger and representative to the people. The critical events in Exodus are the 
Passover and the giving of the Ten Commandments. The remainder of the Old Tes- 
tament continually refers back to God's deliverance of Israel from Egypt and the law 
as delivered at Sinai. In these events God's identity and purpose is revealed. There 
are many signs and wonders of His power. Aspects of His nature and His expecta- 


tions of the people also become increasingly clear. 


Israel's Suffering in Egypt 

Now ¢these are the names of the chil- 

dren of Israel who came to Egypt; each 
man and his household came with Jacob: 
2Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; 3Is- 
sachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 4Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. 5All those who 
were descendants* of Jacob were »seventy* 
persons (for Joseph was in Egypt already). 
6And ¢Joseph died, all his brothers, and all 
that generation. 7¢But the children of Israel 
were fruitful and increased abundantly, 
multiplied and grew exceedingly mighty; 
and the land was filled with them. 


8Now there arose a new king over Egypt, 
ewho did not know Joseph. 9And he said 
to his people, “Look, the people of the 
children of Israel are more and fmightier 
than we; !0scome, let us "deal shrewdly 
with them, lest they multiply, and it hap- 
pen, in the event of war, that they also join 
our enemies and fight against us, and so 
go up out of the land.” !!Therefore they 
set taskmasters over them ‘to afflict them 


*1:5 Literally who came from the loins of * Dead 
Sea Scrolls and Septuagint read seventy-five 
(compare Acts 7:14). 


1:1 Israel. Originally, Israel was called Jacob. His 
twelve sons became the founders of the twelve tribes 
of the nation Israel. 

1:2-4 The sons are listed according to their mothers 
and their ages. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, 
and Zebulun were all sons of Leah. Benjamin was 
the son of Rachel. Dan and Naphtali were sons of Bil- 
hah, the maid of Rachel. Gad and Asher were sons of 
Zilpah, the maid of Leah (for each son’s birth, see Gen. 
29:31-35; 35:16-20,23-26). 

1:8 a new king. This king did not remember Joseph, 
his privileged position in the older pharaoh’s admin- 
istration, his administrative skill that saved the Egyp- 
tians from starvation, and his enrichment of the 
pharaoh’s treasury. This pharaoh was probably one 
of the Hyksos kings who descended from foreign 
invaders. Ethnically they were a minority in Egypt, 


and they may have perceived the growing numbers 
of Hebrews as a personal challenge. 

1:11-22 to afflict them. Long before the sons of Is- 
rael came to Egypt, Abraham received a remarkable 
revelation from the Lord (Gen. 15:13-16): his descen- 
dants would be strangers in a foreign land and would 
be enslaved and oppressed for four hundred years. 
“In all their affliction He was afflicted” (Is. 63:9). At the 
point when Israel's afflictions became unbearable 
they cried for help, and God responded in faithfulness 
to His promise. 

1:11 Pithom and Raamses. These storage cities are 
mentioned according to the names by which they 
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with their ‘burdens. And they built for Pha- 
raoh ®supply cities, Pithom ‘and Raamses. 
12But the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew. And they 
were in dread of the children of Israel. 8So 
the Egyptians made the children of Israel 
mserve with rigor. 4And they "made their 
lives bitter with hard bondage—°in mortar, 
in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
field. All their service in which they made 
them serve was with rigor. 

Then the king of Egypt spoke to the 
pHebrew midwives, of whom the name of 
one was Shiphrah and the name of the oth- 
er Puah; !6and he said, “When you do the 
duties of a midwife for the Hebrew wom- 
en, and see them on the birthstools, if it is 
a 4son, then you shall kill him; but if it is 
a daughter, then she shall live.” !7But the 
midwives ‘feared God, and did not do sas 
the king of Egypt commanded them, but 
saved the male children alive. 18So the king 
of Egypt called for the midwives and said 
to them, “Why have you done this thing, 
and saved the male children alive?” 

19And tthe midwives said to Pharaoh, 
“Because the Hebrew women are not like 
the Egyptian women; for they are lively 
and give birth before the midwives come 
to them.” 

20uTherefore God dealt well with the 
midwives, and the people multiplied and 
grew very mighty. 2!And so it was, because 
the midwives feared God, vthat He provid- 
ed households for them. 

22So Pharaoh commanded all his people, 
saying, ““Every son who is born* you shall 
cast into the river, and every daughter you 
shall save alive.” 


Moses Is Born 
And ¢a man of the house of Levi went 
and took as wife a daughter of Levi. 


Exodus 2:12 @ 61 


2So the woman conceived and bore a son. 
And when she saw that he was a beautiful 
child, she hid him three months. ?But when 
she could no longer hide him, she took an 
ark of ‘bulrushes for him, daubed it with 
dasphalt and epitch, put the child in it, and 
laid it in the reeds fby the river’s bank. 
4gAnd his sister stood afar off, to know 
what would be done to him. 

5Then the "daughter of Pharaoh came 
down to bathe at the river. And her maid- 
ens walked along the riverside; and when 
she saw the ark among the reeds, she sent 
her maid to get it. And when she opened 
it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby 
wept. So she had compassion on him, and 
said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 

7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from 
the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the 
child for you?” 

8And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Go.” So the maiden went and called the 
child’s mother. 9Then Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter said to her, “Take this child away and 
nurse him for me, and I will give you your 
wages.” So the woman took the child and 
nursed him. !9And the child grew, and she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he 
became ther son. So she called his name 
Moses,* saying, “Because I drew him out 
of the water.” 


Moses Flees to Midian 

l11Now it came to pass in those days, 
iwhen Moses was grown, that he went out 
to his brethren and looked at their bur- 
dens. And he saw an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew, one of his brethren. !2So he looked 


* 1:22 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, and 
Targum add to the Hebrews. *2:10 Literally 
Drawn Out 


were known in later times. The Pharaoh Ramses 
(whose name presumably relates to the name of one 
of these cities) was not yet in power. 

1:15 king of Egypt. This king was probably not the 
Hyksos king alluded to in verses 8-14. This king, 
perhaps Thutmose | (c. 1539-1514 B.c.), ruled Egypt 
when Moses was born (2:1-10). Hebrew midwives. 
The names of these women (Shiphrah—“beautiful 
one,” and Puah—“splendid one”) are preserved in 
this account because they were godly women with a 
courageous faith. At the same time, the names of the 
pharaohs—the “important” people of the day—are 
omitted. 

1:17 feared. The Hebrew term for “fear” is the word 
regularly used for piety, obedience, and the true wor- 
ship of God (20:20; Gen. 22:12). 

2:2 bore ason. This was not their first child; both Mir- 
iam and Aaron were older than Moses (v. 4; 7:7). 

2:6 one of the Hebrews’ children. A Hebrew baby 
would have been circumcised on the eighth day. 
Although circumcision was practiced in Egypt, it was 
not done to infants. Upon unwrapping the infant's 
clothing, the women would have seen his special 
mark. 


2:10 Because | drew him out. In Hebrew, the name 
Moses means “he who draws out.” In this manner, 
Moses’ name can refer the reader to the living God, 
who is the true Deliverer, and also to Moses, who was 
used by God to deliver the Israelites from the Red Sea 
(chs. 14-15). The one who was drawn out of water 
would be the means of drawing the Israelite nation 
out of water. 

2:11 when Moses was grown. The years of Moses’ 
experience in the pharaoh’s court are not detailed. 
Yet Stephen, the New Testament martyr, reported 
the long-held and surely accurate tradition: “Moses 
was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and 
was mighty in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22). The 
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this way and that way, and when he saw 
no one, he ®killed the Egyptian and hid 
him in the sand. !3And !when he went out 
the second day, behold, two Hebrew men 
mwere fighting, and he said to the one who 
did the wrong, “Why are you striking your 
companion?” 

4Then he said, "‘Who made you a 
prince and a judge over us? Do you intend 
to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” 

So Moses feared and said, “Surely this 
thing is known!” 15When Pharaoh heard 
of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But 
Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and 
dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat 
down by ‘a well. 

16sNow the priest of Midian had seven 
daughters. ‘And they came and drew wa- 
ter, and they filled the “troughs to water 
their father’s flock. 17Then the vshepherds 
came and wdrove them away; but Moses 
stood up and helped them, and watered 
their flock. 

18When they came to YReuel their father, 
Zhe said, “How is it that you have come so 
soon today?” 

19And they said, “An Egyptian delivered 
us from the hand of the shepherds, and he 
also drew enough water for us and watered 
the flock.” 

20So he said to his daughters, “And 
where is he? Why is it that you have left 
the man? Call him, that he may 2eat bread.” 

21Then Moses was content to live with 
the man, and he gave >Zipporah his daugh- 
ter to Moses. 22And she bore him a son. He 
called his name ¢Gershom,* for he said, “I 
have been 2a stranger in a foreign land.” 

23Now it happened ¢in the process of 


time that the king of Egypt died. Then the 
children of Israel fgroaned because of the 
bondage, and they cried out; and £their cry 
came up to God because of the bondage. 
24So God "heard their groaning, and God 
‘remembered His /covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25And God 
klooked upon the children of Israel, and 
God ‘acknowledged them. 


Moses at the Burning Bush 

Now Moses was tending the flock of 

aJethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian. And he led the flock to the back of 
the desert, and came to cHoreb, ¢the moun- 
tain of God. 2And ¢the Angel of the LORD 
appeared to him in a flame of fire from 
the midst of a bush. So he looked, and be- 
hold, the bush was burning with fire, but 
the bush was not consumed. ?Then Moses 
said, “I will now turn aside and see this 
fgreat sight, why the bush does not burn.” 

4So when the LorD saw that he turned 
aside to look, God called “to him from 
the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, 
Moses!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” 

5Then He said, “Do not draw near this 
place. "Take your sandals off your feet, for 
the place where you stand is holy ground.” 
6Moreover He said, ‘“I am the God of your 
father—the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses 
hid his face, for ihe was afraid to look upon 
God. 

7And the LORD said: ®“I have surely seen 
the oppression of My people who are in 


* 2:22 Literally Stranger There 


training Moses received was the best education the 
world had to offer at the time. He would have learned 
three languages: Egyptian, Akkadian, and Hebrew. 
When Moses came into the presence of Pharaoh to 
demand freedom for his people, he was no “unedu- 
cated slave,” but had received an education on a par 
with the king's. 

2:15 the land of Midian. This is the region of the 
Sinai Peninsula and Arabian deserts where the semi- 
nomadic Midianites lived (for the Abrahamic origin of 
this people group, see Gen. 25:1). 

2:16 the priest of Midian. This man appears to have 
been a foreigner who had come to worship the true 
and living God. 

2:18 Reuel. Reuel is also called Jethro (4:18). 

2:19 An Egyptian. Moses apparently still dressed and 
spoke as an Egyptian, rather than as a Hebrew. 

2:22 Gershom. Gershom means “a stranger there.” 
Moses was doubly removed from his land. He and his 
people, the Israelites, were strangers in Egypt, and 
now he was estranged even from his people. 

2:23 the king of Egypt died. The death of Pharaoh 
(likely Thutmose Ill, who died about 1447 B.c.) meant 
that Moses could return to Egypt (4:19). 

3:1 Horeb. This alternate name for Mount Sinai 
means “desolate place.” Yet because of God's appear- 
ance on the mountain, this desolate place would 
become holy. Usually the site of this mountain is 


identified as Jebel el-Musa, a mountain in the south- 
ern Sinai Peninsula. 

3:2 Angel. The word angel simply means “messen- 
ger” (Mal. 1:1). In the Old Testament, the term “the 
Angel of the LorD” is used numerous times, and is 
identified with God as well as being distinguished 
from Him. In this passage, having mentioned that the 
Angel of the Lord appeared to Moses, it is immediately 
established that it was the Lord Himself (v. 4). 
3:6 the God of your father. God identified Himself 
as the God worshiped by Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
In announcing these names, the Lord was assuring 
Moses that the covenant He had made with them was 
still intact. 
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Egypt, and have heard their cry ‘because 
of their taskmasters, for I know their sor- 
rows. 8So "I have come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
to bring them up from that land to Pa good 
and large land, to a land ¢flowing with milk 
and honey, to the place of 'the Canaanites 
and the Hittites and the Amorites and the 
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jeb- 
usites. 9Now therefore, behold, sthe cry of 
the children of Israel has come to Me, and I 
have also seen the toppression with which 
the Egyptians oppress them. !&“Come now, 
therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh 
that you may bring My people, the children 
of Israel, out of Egypt.” 

UBut Moses said to God, “Who am I that 
I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

12So He said, w“I will certainly be with 
you. And this shall be a xsign to you that I 
have sent you: When you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on 
this mountain.” 

13Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, 
when I come to the children of Israel and 
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has 
sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What 
is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” 

14And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO 
I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say 
to the children of Israel, XI AM has sent 
me to you.’” 15Moreover God said to Mo- 
ses, “Thus you shall say to the children of 
Israel: ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is 
zMy name forever, and this is My memori- 
al to all generations.’ 16Go and “gather the 
elders of Israel together, and say to them, 
‘The LORD God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared 
to me, saying, >“I have surely visited you 
and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 
Wand I have said ¢I will bring you up out of 
the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Ca- 
naanites and the Hittites and the Amorites 
and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the 
Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey.”’ 18Then ¢they will heed your voice; 
and you shall come, you and the elders of 
Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall 
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say to him, ‘The LORD God of the Hebrews 
has fmet with us; and now, please, let us 
go three days’ journey into the wilderness, 
that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ 
19But I am sure that the king of Egypt ¢will 
not let you go, no, not even by a mighty 
hand. 29So I will "stretch out My hand and 
strike Egypt with ‘all My wonders which I 
will do in its midst; and jafter that he will 
let you go. 2!And &I will give this people 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it 
shall be, when you go, that you shall not go 
empty-handed. 22/But every woman shall 
ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who 
dwells near her house, “articles of silver, 
articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall 
put them on your sons and on your daugh- 
ters. So "you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 


Miraculous Signs for Pharaoh 
Then Moses answered and said, “But 
suppose they will not believe me or 

listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The 
LORD has not appeared to you.’” 

2So the LORD said to him, “What is that 
in your hand?” 

He said, “A rod.” 

3And He said, “Cast it on the ground.” So 
he cast it on the ground, and it became a 
serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4Then the 
LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand 
and take it by the tail” (and he reached out 
his hand and caught it, and it became a rod 
in his hand), 5“that they may “believe that 
the "LORD God of their fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has appeared to you.” 

6Furthermore the LORD said to him, 
“Now put your hand in your bosom.” And 
he put his hand in his bosom, and when he 
took it out, behold, his hand was leprous, 
clike snow. 7And He said, “Put your hand 
in your bosom again.” So he put his hand 
in his bosom again, and drew it out of his 
bosom, and behold, 4it was restored like his 
other flesh. 8“Then it will be, if they do not 
believe you, nor heed the message of the 
efirst sign, that they may believe the mes- 
sage of the latter sign. 9And it shall be, if 
they do not believe even these two signs, 
or listen to your voice, that you shall take 


3:14 | AM WHO! AM. The One who spoke to Moses 
declared Himself to be the Eternal One—uncaused 
and independent. Only the Creator of all things can 
call Himself the | AM in the absolute sense; all other 
creatures are in debt to Him for their existence. But 
in addition, God the Creator declares His relation- 
ship with the people of Israel. The future tense of the 
Hebrew verb related to God's name is used in verse 12: 
The | AM will be with His people. Thus God declares His 
covenantal relationship with Israel by His name. 

3:15 The Lorb. LorD in capital letters is the form 
translators have chosen to represent the Hebrew 
name YHWH (also transliterated Yahweh, or Jehovah). 
The Hebrew word meaning “I Am” used in verse 14 is 
very similar. 


4:6-7 leprous. The term leprosy included a wide vari- 
ety of skin diseases. 
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water from the river* and pour it on the dry 
land. fThe water which you take from the 
river will become blood on the dry land.” 
10Then Moses said to the LORD, “O my 
Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before nor 
since You have spoken to Your servant; but 
#1 am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 

So the LORD said to him, “Who has 
made man’s mouth? Or who makes the 
mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? 
Have not I, the LORD? !2Now therefore, go, 
and I will be ‘with your mouth and teach 
you what you shall say.” 

But he said, “O my Lord, iplease send 
by the hand of whomever else You may 
send.” 

14So the anger of the LORD was kindled 
against Moses, and He said: “Is not Aar- 
on the Levite your 'brother? I know that 
he can speak well. And look, he is also 
coming out to meet you. When he sees you, 
he will be glad in his heart. 5Now "you 
shall speak to him and °put the words in 
his mouth. And PI will be with your mouth 
and with his mouth, and I will teach you 
what you shall do. 16So he shall be your 
spokesman to the people. And he himself 
shall be as a mouth for you, and ¢you shall 
be to him as God. !7And you shall take this 
rod in your hand, with which you shall do 
the signs.” 


Moses Goes to Egypt 

18So Moses went and returned to "Jethro 
his father-in-law, and said to him, “Please 
let me go and return to my brethren who 
are in Egypt, and see whether they are still 
alive.” 

And Jethro said to Moses, *“Go in peace.” 

19Now the LorRD said to Moses in tMid- 
ian, “Go, return to “Egypt; for all the men 
who vsought your life are dead.” 20Then 
Moses “took his wife and his sons and set 


them on a donkey, and he returned to the 
land of Egypt. And Moses took *the rod of 
God in his hand. 

21And the LORD said to Moses, “When 
you go back to Egypt, see that you do all 
those »wonders before Pharaoh which I 
have put in your hand. But 2I will harden 
his heart, so that he will not let the people 
go. 22Then you shall ¢say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: >“Israel is My son, «My first- 
born. 23So I say to you, let My son go that 
he may serve Me. But if you refuse to let 
him go, indeed 4I will kill your son, your 
firstborn.”’” 

24And it came to pass on the way, at the 
eencampment, that the LORD fmet him and 
sought to £kill him. 25Then "Zipporah took 
ia sharp stone and cut off the foreskin of 
her son and cast it at Moses’* feet, and 
said, “Surely you are a husband of blood 
to me!” 26So He let him go. Then she said, 
“You are a husband of blood!”—because of 
the circumcision. 

27And the LORD said to Aaron, “Go 
into the wilderness ito meet Moses.” So 
he went and met him ’on the mountain 
of God, and kissed him. 28So Moses 'told 
Aaron all the words of the LORD who had 
sent him, and all the “signs which He 
had commanded him. 29Then Moses and 
Aaron "went and gathered together all 
the elders of the children of Israel. 3°°And 
Aaron spoke all the words which the 
LORD had spoken to Moses. Then he did 
the signs in the sight of the people. 3!So 
the people ’believed; and when they heard 
that the LORD had ¢visited the children of 
Israel and that He "had looked on their af- 
fliction, then sthey bowed their heads and 
worshiped. 


*4:9 Thatis, the Nile *4:25 Literally his 


4:19 who sought your life. God promised Abraham 
that those who persecuted Israel would be judged 
(Gen. 12:3), and it is clear from history that God 
fulfilled His promise. In Exodus 14, the Egyptians 
attempted to destroy the Israelites by driving them 
into the Red Sea, but instead were drowned them- 
selves. Those who threw Daniel to the lions were 
devoured by those same beasts (Dan. 6). Haman 
plotted to destroy all the Jews in Persia, and ended 
up signing his own death warrant (Esth. 7). “The LorD 
preserves all who love Him” (Ps. 145:20). 

4:21 Pharaoh. This pharaoh was most likely Amen- 
hotep Il (c. 1447-1421). | will harden his heart. 
Some interpret these words to mean that God would 
confirm what Pharaoh had stubbornly determined 
to do. In the first five plagues, the hardening was 
attributed to Pharaoh (7:13,22; 8:15,19,32; 9:7). Then 
for the sixth plague, God hardened a heart that had 
already rejected Him (9:12). Others insist that God had 
determined Pharaoh's negative response to Moses 
long before Pharaoh could harden his heart. These 
interpreters point to this verse and to 9:16, in which 
God says that He raised up Pharaoh for the purpose 
of demonstrating His power. 


4:24 sought to kill him. The precise meaning of this 
passage is unclear. Apparently someone in Moses’ 
family was not circumcised, despite God’s command. 
It is possible that Moses had kept one of his sons 
uncircumcised in order to please his Midianite family. 
(The Midianites practiced adult male circumcision at 
the time of marriage, rather than infant circumcision 
as the Hebrews did.) Moses’ neglect of the sign of 
God's covenant was very serious, especially for the 
uture leader of God’s people. 


4:9fEx.7:19,20 4:109Ex. 3:11; 4:1;6:12 4:11 "Ps. 
94:9:146:8 4:12/Is.50:4 4:13/Jon.1:3 4:14'Num. 
11:1, 33 /Num. 26:59 "Ex. 4:27 4:15 Ex. 4:12, 30; 7:1, 2 
Num. 23:5,12 PDeut.5:31  4:169Ex.7:1,2 4:18" Ex. 
2:21; 3:1; 4:18 SJudg. 18:6 4:19 Ex. 3:1; 18:1 “Gen. 
46:3, 6 VEx.2:15,23 4:20”Ex. 18:2-5 *Num. 20:8, 9, 

11. 4:21 Ex. 3:20; 11:9,10 2John 12:40 4:22 Ex. 5:1 
bHos. 11:1 CJer.31:9 4:23 4Ex.11:5;12:29 4:24eGen. 
42:27 fNum. 22:22 9Gen. 17:14 4:25 Ex. 2:21; 

18:2 ‘Josh. 5:2,3 4:27/Ex. 4:14 K Ex. 3:1; 18:5; 24:13 
4:28! Ex. 4:15, 16 Ex.4:8,9 4:29" Ex. 3:16; 12:21 
4:30°Ex.4:15,16 4:31? Ex. 3:18; 4:8, 9; 19:9 7Gen. 
50:24 "Ex. 2:25; 3:7 5Gen. 24:26 


First Encounter with Pharaoh 
Afterward Moses and Aaron went in 
and told Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD 

God of Israel: ‘Let My people go, that they 

may hold 2a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 

2And Pharaoh said, ®“Who is the LORD, 
that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? 
I do not know the LORD, ¢nor will I let Is- 
rael go.” 
3So they said, ¢“The God of the Hebrews 
has emet with us. Please, let us go three 
days’ journey into the desert and sacrifice 
to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us 
with /pestilence or with the sword.” 

4Then the king of Egypt said to them, 

“Moses and Aaron, why do you take the 

people from their work? Get back to your 

“labor.” 5And Pharaoh said, “Look, the 

people of the land are "many now, and you 

make them rest from their labor!” 

6So the same day Pharaoh commanded 
the ‘taskmasters of the people and their 
officers, saying, 7“You shall no longer 
give the people straw to make ‘brick as 
before. Let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. 8And you shall lay on them the 
quota of bricks which they made before. 

You shall not reduce it. For they are idle; 

therefore they cry out, saying, ‘Let us go 

and sacrifice to our God.’ 9Let more work 
be laid on the men, that they may labor in 
it, and let them not regard false words.” 
10And the taskmasters of the people and 
their officers went out and spoke to the 
people, saying, “Thus says Pharaoh: ‘I will 
not give you straw. "Go, get yourselves 
straw where you can find it; yet none of 
your work will be reduced.’” 12So the peo- 
ple were scattered abroad throughout all 
the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead 
of straw. And the taskmasters forced 
them to hurry, saying, “Fulfill your work, 
your daily quota, as when there was straw.” 

M4 Also the ®officers of the children of Israel, 

whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over 

them, were 'beaten and were asked, “Why 
have you not fulfilled your task in making 
brick both yesterday and today, as before?” 
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15Then the officers of the children of Is- 
rael came and cried out to Pharaoh, say- 
ing, “Why are you dealing thus with your 
servants? 16There is no straw given to your 
servants, and they say to us, ‘Make brick!’ 
And indeed your servants are beaten, but 
the fault is in your own people.” 

17But he said, “You are idle! Idle! There- 
fore you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the 
LORD.’ !8Therefore go now and work; for no 
straw shall be given you, yet you shall de- 
liver the quota of bricks.” 19And the officers 
of the children of Israel saw that they were 
in trouble after it was said, “You shall not 
reduce any bricks from your daily quota.” 

20Then, as they came out from Pharaoh, 
they met Moses and Aaron who stood there 
to meet them. 2!™And they said to them, 
“Let the LORD look on you and judge, be- 
cause you have made us abhorrent in the 
sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his 
servants, to put a sword in their hand to 
kill us.” 


Israel’s Deliverance Assured 

22So Moses returned to the LORD and 
said, “Lord, why have You brought trou- 
ble on this people? Why is it You have sent 
me? 23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak 
in Your name, he has done evil to this peo- 
ple; neither have You delivered Your peo- 
ple at all.” 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now 

you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh. 
For «with a strong hand he will let them 
go, and with a strong hand Phe will drive 
them out of his land.” 

2And God spoke to Moses and said to 
him: “I am the LorD. I] appeared to Abra- 
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as 4God AI- 
mighty, but by My name ¢LORD* I was not 
known to them. “I have also established My 
covenant with them, sto give them the land 
of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, "in 
which they were strangers. 5And ‘J have 
also heard the groaning of the children of 


*6:3 Hebrew YHWH, traditionally Jehovah 


5:2 Who is the Lorp. Later these words would 
haunt Pharaoh (12:31-32). Meanwhile, Pharaoh 
believed himself to be a god in his own right, and 
certainly felt no need to cave in to the demands of 
a god who claimed to be the champion of his slave 
labor force. 

5:7-9 Let them go and gather straw for them- 
selves. It is easy to rationalize our cruel treatment of 
others when it is in our selfish interest to do so. We 
often hear “Pharaoh's reasoning” about minority 
peoples or people on welfare today. Of course lazi- 
ness and discontent is a genuine problem for some 
who are on welfare, or who feel oppressed (just as it 
is for some who were born into wealth and privilege), 
but too often we turn off the concern we should have 
for the poor and oppressed with the comfortable 
conviction that somehow they deserve their prob- 
lems. If we continue in this attitude, we may be sure 
that God will judge our sin. God cares deeply for the 


weak, the poor, and the downtrodden; if we are gen- 
uine disciples we will share His concern. 

5:23 speak in Your name. |t seems that Moses 
expected Pharaoh to cave in as soon as he heard the 
use of the Lord’s name Yahweh (3:13—15; 5:1). Yet God 
had warned Moses that Pharaoh would do the oppo- 
site (3:19; 4:21). 

6:4 My covenant. This is a reference to the Abra- 
hamic covenant celebrated in Genesis (Gen. 12:1—3,7; 
15:12—21; 17:1-16; 22:15-18). 
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Israel whom the Egyptians keep in bond- 
age, and I have remembered My covenant. 
6Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I 
am the LorD; I will bring you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians, I will 
'rescue you from their bondage, and I will 
redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
with great judgments. 7I will ™take you as 
My people, and "I will be your God. Then 
you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God who brings you out °from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 8And I will bring 
you into the land which I »swore to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give 
it to you as a heritage: I am the LORD.’” 9So 
Moses spoke thus to the children of Israel; 
abut they did not heed Moses, because of 
ranguish of spirit and cruel bondage. 

10And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
11“Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let 
the children of Israel go out of his land.” 

122And Moses spoke before the LORD, 
saying, “The children of Israel have not 
heeded me. How then shall Pharaoh heed 
me, for sI am of uncircumcised lips?” 

13Then the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, and gave them a ‘command for the 
children of Israel and for Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, to bring the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt. 


The Family of Moses and Aaron 

M4These are the heads of their fathers’ 
houses: “The sons of Reuben, the firstborn 
of Israel, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi. These are the families of Reuben. 
lsvAnd the sons of Simeon were Jemuel,* 
Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the 
son of a Canaanite woman. These are the 
families of Simeon. !6These are the names 
of wthe sons of Levi according to their gen- 
erations: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 
And the years of the life of Levi were one 
hundred and thirty-seven. !7*The sons of 
Gershon were Libni and Shimi according 
to their families. 18And Ythe sons of Kohath 
were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 
And the years of the life of Kohath were 
one hundred and thirty-three. 192The sons 
of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These 
are the families of Levi according to their 
generations. 

20Now ¢Amram took for himself 
bJochebed, his father’s sister, as wife; and 


she bore him ¢Aaron and Moses. And the 
years of the life of Amram were one hun- 
dred and thirty-seven. 21¢The sons of Izhar 
were Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 22And 
ethe sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, 
and Zithri. 23Aaron took to himself Elishe- 
ba, daughter of fAmminadab, sister of 
Nahshon, as wife; and she bore him £Na- 
dab, Abihu, "Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24And 
ithe sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, 
and Abiasaph. These are the families of 
the Korahites. 25Eleazar, Aaron’s son, took 
for himself one of the daughters of Putiel 
as wife; and /she bore him Phinehas. These 
are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the 
Levites according to their families. 

26These are the same Aaron and Mo- 
ses to whom the LORD said, “Bring out the 
children of Israel from the land of Egypt 
according to their armies.” 27These are 
the ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, 'to bring out the children of Israel 
from Egypt. These are the same Moses and 
Aaron. 


Aaron Is Moses’ Spokesman 

28And it came to pass, on the day the 
LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 
29that the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I 
am the LorD. "Speak to Pharaoh king of 
Egypt all that I say to you.” 

30But Moses said before the LORD, “Be- 
hold, "I am of uncircumcised lips, and how 
shall Pharaoh heed me?” 

So the LorD said to Moses: “See, I have 

made you 4as God to Pharaoh, and 
Aaron your brother shall be "your proph- 
et. 2You ¢shall speak all that I command 
you. And Aaron your brother shall tell 
Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out 
of his land. 3And 4I will harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, and emultiply My fsigns and My 
wonders in the land of Egypt. 4But ¢Pha- 
raoh will not heed you, so "that I may lay 
My hand on Egypt and bring My armies 
and My people, the children of Israel, out 
of the land of Egypt ‘by great judgments. 
5And the Egyptians ‘shall know that Iam 
the LORD, when I #stretch out My hand on 
Egypt and bring out the children of Israel 
from among them.” 

6Then Moses and Aaron "did so; just as 


*6:15 Spelled Nemuel in Numbers 26:12 


6:14-27 their fathers’. The family history of Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam is important because all of Israel’s 
future priests would come from this family. 

7:1 your prophet. As Moses was the prophet of the 
Lord, so Aaron became Moses’ prophet. Aaron would 
speak for Moses, for a prophet was the “mouth” of the 
one who sent him. 

7:3 | will harden Pharaoh’s heart. |t was a part of 
God’s plan that Pharaoh would be inflexibly stub- 
born, thus setting the scene for God to deliver His 
people by powerful signs and wonders. 
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the LORD commanded them, so they did. 
7And Moses was "eighty years old and 
oAaron eighty-three years old when they 
spoke to Pharaoh. 


Aaron's Miraculous Rod 

8Then the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, 9*When Pharaoh speaks 
to you, saying, »‘Show a miracle for your- 
selves,’ then you shall say to Aaron, “Take 
your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and 
let it become a serpent.’” 10So Moses and 
Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, 
just "as the LORD commanded. And Aaron 
cast down his rod before Pharaoh and be- 
fore his servants, and it sbecame a serpent. 

UBut Pharaoh also tcalled the wise men 
and “the sorcerers; so the magicians of 
Egypt, they also vdid in like manner with 
their enchantments. !2For every man threw 
down his rod, and they became serpents. 
But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. 
13And Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he 
did not heed them, as the LORD had said. 


The First Plague: Waters Become 


Blood 

4So the LoRD said to Moses: w“Pha- 
raoh’s heart is hard; he refuses to let the 
people go. 15Go to Pharaoh in the morn- 
ing, when he goes out to the water, and 
you shall stand by the river’s bank to meet 
him; and Ythe rod which was turned to a 
serpent you shall take in your hand. !6And 
you shall say to him, 2‘The LORD God of the 
Hebrews has sent me to you, saying, “Let 
My people go, «that they may serve Me in 
the wilderness”; but indeed, until now you 
would not hear! !7Thus says the LORD: “By 
this "you shall know that I am the LORD. 
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Behold, I will strike the waters which are 
in the river with the rod that is in my hand, 
and cthey shall be turned ¢to blood. 18And 
the fish that are in the river shall die, the 
river shall stink, and the Egyptians will 
eloathe to drink the water of the river.”’” 
19Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron, ‘Take your rod and ‘stretch out your 
hand over the waters of Egypt, over their 
streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, 
and over all their pools of water, that they 
may become blood. And there shall be 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt, 
both in buckets of wood and pitchers of 
stone.’” 20And Moses and Aaron did so, just 
as the LORD commanded. So he £lifted up 
the rod and struck the waters that were in 
the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the 
sight of his servants. And all the "waters 
that were in the river were turned to blood. 
21The fish that were in the river died, the 
river stank, and the Egyptians ‘could not 
drink the water of the river. So there was 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 
22iThen the magicians of Egypt did ¥so 
with their enchantments; and Pharaoh’s 
heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, 
las the LORD had said. 2#3And Pharaoh 
turned and went into his house. Neither 
was his heart moved by this. 24So all the 
Egyptians dug all around the river for wa- 
ter to drink, because they could not drink 
the water of the river. 25And seven days 
passed after the LORD had struck the river. 


The Second Plague: Frogs 
And the LORD spoke to Moses, “Go to 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: “Let My people go, «that they may 
serve Me. 2But if you >refuse to let them go, 


7:7 eighty... eighty-three. These men had already 
lived as long as the average lifetime of our day before 
their principal life work had begun. Moses and Aaron 
each lived another forty years as leaders of the nation 
of Israel. 

7:9-10 Miracles—A miracle could be defined as 
the temporary suspension of some natural law (like 
turning a staff into a snake), or the manipulation of 
natural forces (such as weather) over which humans 
ordinarily have no jurisdiction. We tend to look for 
miracles only for their immediate results (healing, 
retribution, etc.), but in the Bible miracles are always 
for a “sign.” The focus isn’t on the actual miracle, but 
on the supernatural as a sign of God's working in 
the situation. This is clearly seen in the miracles of 
Jesus. If His purpose had just been physical healing, 
He would have set up a clinic and systematically 
healed everyone. Instead, His miracles were for a 
sign, to let people know who and what He was (John 
20:30-31). 

7:11 wise men...sorcerers...magicians. The king's 
wise men were his counselors, men of learning and 
insight. In ancient times, the “wise men” of a court 
were often associated with occult practices. The 
power of these men may have been in trickery and 
sleight-of-hand illusions, or demonic power. Later the 
royal courts of Israel had wise men (1 Kin. 4:34; Prov. 


25:1), but the black arts of sorcery, divination, and 
astrology were forbidden (Deut. 18:9-14). 

7:12 his rod... serpents. The text does not say 
whether this was a genuine transformation or a trick 
of Pharaoh's evil sorcerers. Whatever the case, their 
serpents were no match for the serpent of God's sign. 
7:15 to the water... the river’s bank. Pharaoh 
went to the waters of the Nile not to bathe but to be 
empowered. Pharaoh's bath in the Nile was a sacred 
Egyptian rite connected to his claim of divinity. The 
plague on the waters of the Nile was a direct attack 
on the Egyptian religion. 

7:23 turned and went into his house. Pharaoh 
showed his utter disdain for the revelation of God's 
power and his complete lack of concern for the suf- 
fering of his own people. 


7:7" Deut. 29:5; 31:2; 34:7 °Num. 33:39 = 7:9P Is. 7:11 
Ex. 4:2,3,17  7:10'Ex. 7:9 SEx.4:3.  7:11'Gen. 41:8 
42 Tim. 3:8 YEx. 7:22; 8:7,18 7:14” Ex. 8:15; 10:1, 20, 
27) 7:15 Ex. 2:5; 8:20 YEx. 4:2,3;7:10 7:167Ex. 3:13, 
18; 4:22 9 Ex. 3:12, 18; 4:23; 5:1, 3; 8:1 7:17 8 Ex. 5:2; 7:5; 
10:2 ©Ex. 4:9; 7:20 4Rev. 11:6; 16:4,6 7:18¢Ex. 7:24 
7:19 FEx. 8:5, 6, 16; 9:22; 10:12, 21; 14:21,26 7:209Ex. 
17:5 "Ps. 78:44; 105:29,30 7:21/Ex.7:18 7:22/Ex. 
7:11 KEx. 8:7 /Ex. 3:19; 7:3. 8:1 9 Ex. 3:12, 18; 4:23; 5:1, 3 
8:2 Ex. 7:14; 9:2 


68 @ Exodus 8:3 


behold, I will smite all your territory with 
cfrogs. 3So the river shall bring forth frogs 
abundantly, which shall go up and come 
into your house, into your 4bedroom, on 
your bed, into the houses of your servants, 
on your people, into your ovens, and into 
your kneading bowls. 4And the frogs shall 
come up on you, on your people, and on all 
your servants.”’” 

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron, &Stretch out your hand with your 
rod over the streams, over the rivers, and 
over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up 
on the land of Egypt.’” 6So Aaron stretched 
out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and 
tthe frogs came up and covered the land 
of Egypt. 7?And the magicians did so with 
their enchantments, and brought up frogs 
on the land of Egypt. 

8Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron, and said, "“Entreat the LORD that 
He may take away the frogs from me and 
from my people; and I will let the people 
igo, that they may sacrifice to the LORD.” 

§8And Moses said to Pharaoh, “Accept the 
honor of saying when I shall intercede for 
you, for your servants, and for your peo- 
ple, to destroy the frogs from you and your 
houses, that they may remain in the river 
only.” 

10So he said, “Tomorrow.” And he said, 
“Let it be according to your word, that 
you may know that ‘there is no one like 
the LORD our God. "And the frogs shall 
depart from you, from your houses, from 
your servants, and from your people. They 
shall remain in the river only.” 

122Then Moses and Aaron went out from 
Pharaoh. And Moses ®cried out to the 
LORD concerning the frogs which He had 
brought against Pharaoh. So the LORD 
did according to the word of Moses. And 
the frogs died out of the houses, out of the 
courtyards, and out of the fields. 4They 
gathered them together in heaps, and the 
land stank. But when Pharaoh saw that 
there was !relief, "he hardened his heart 
and did not heed them, as the LORD had 
said. 


The Third Plague: Lice 

16So the LORD said to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the 
dust of the land, so that it may become lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt.’” !17And 
they did so. For Aaron stretched out his 
hand with his rod and struck the dust of 
the earth, and "it became lice on man and 
beast. All the dust of the land became lice 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

18Now othe magicians so worked with 
their enchantments to bring forth lice, but 
they Pcould not. So there were lice on man 
and beast. !8Then the magicians said to 
Pharaoh, “This is ¢the finger of God.” But 
Pharaoh’s heart grew hard, and he did not 
heed them, just as the LORD had said. 


The Fourth Plague: Flies 

20And the LORD said to Moses, s“Rise 
early in the morning and stand before 
Pharaoh as he comes out to the water. 
Then say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: 
“Let My people go, that they may serve 
Me. 210r else, if you will not let My peo- 
ple go, behold, I will send swarms of flies 
on you and your servants, on your people 
and into your houses. The houses of the 
Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, 
and also the ground on which they stand. 
22And in that day “I will set apart the land 
of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that 
no swarms of flies shall be there, in order 
that you may “know that I am the LoRD 
in the midst of the *land. 23] will make a 
difference* between My people and your 
people. Tomorrow this Ysign shall be.”’” 
24And the LorD did so. 7Thick swarms of 
flies came into the house of Pharaoh, into 
his servants’ houses, and into all the land 
of Egypt. The land was corrupted because 
of the swarms of flies. 

25Then Pharaoh called for Moses and 
Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God 
in the land.” 


* 8:23 Literally set a ransom (compare Exodus 9:4 
and 11:7) 


8:7 the magicians . . . with their enchantments. 
We do not know how or in what quantities the magi- 
cians produced frogs, but doing so hardly helped the 
situation. Clearly the power they had was not strong 
enough to counteract the plagues God sent. 

8:8 called for Moses and Aaron. Note that Pharaoh 
did not turn to his magicians to relieve the land of the 
frogs. 

8:15 Instability—The action of this Egyptian 
pharaoh is a case study in instability. He gave per- 
mission for the people to go and then changed his 
mind more than once. He alternated between deny- 
ing the power of God and actually admitting his sin. 
Pharaoh was a rebel against God, tossed about by 
his own lack of integrity. Believers can take warning 
from Pharaoh's behavior. The apostle James informs 
us that a double-minded man is unstable in all his 
ways (James 1:8). But stability isn’t something we 


achieve by sheer willpower. Real integrity and stabil- 
ity come from the security of our relationship with 
God. 

8:18 the magicians ... enchantments ... but they 
could not. Perhaps the lack of announcement meant 
they had no time to prepare. The magicians could not 
duplicate God's work, further proof that this was no 
trick, but the hand of God. 
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26And Moses said, “It is not right to do 
so, for we would be sacrificing “the abom- 
ination of the Egyptians to the LORD our 
God. If we sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians before their eyes, then will they 
not stone us? 27We will go >three days’ jour- 
ney into the wilderness and sacrifice to the 
LORD our God as ‘He will command us.” 

28So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that 
you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in 
the wilderness; only you shall not go very 
far away. 4Intercede for me.” 

29Then Moses said, “Indeed I am going 
out from you, and I will entreat the LORD, 
that the swarms of flies may depart tomor- 
row from Pharaoh, from his servants, and 
from his people. But let Pharaoh not ¢deal 
deceitfully anymore in not letting the peo- 
ple go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 

30So Moses went out from Pharaoh and 
fentreated the LORD. 3!And the LORD did 
according to the word of Moses; He re- 
moved the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, 
from his servants, and from his people. Not 
one remained. 32But Pharaoh shardened 
his heart at this time also; neither would 
he let the people go. 


The Fifth Plague: Livestock 


Diseased 

Then the LorD said to Moses, ¢“Go in 

to Pharaoh and tell him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD God of the Hebrews: “Let My people 
go, that they may serve Me. 2For if you 
crefuse to let them go, and still hold them, 
3behold, the ¢hand of the LORD will be on 
your cattle in the field, on the horses, on the 
donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on 
the sheep—a very severe pestilence. 4And 
ethe LORD will make a difference between 
the livestock of Israel and the livestock of 
Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that be- 
longs to the children of Israel.”’” 5Then the 
LORD appointed a set time, saying, “Tomor- 
row the LorRD will do this thing in the land.” 

6So the LorD did this thing on the next 
day, and fall the livestock of Egypt died; but 
of the livestock of the children of Israel, not 


Exodus 9:19 @ 69 


one died. 7Then Pharaoh sent, and indeed, 
not even one of the livestock of the Israel- 
ites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh 
became hard, and he did not let the peo- 
ple go. 


The Sixth Plague: Boils 

8So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 
“Take for yourselves handfuls of ashes 
from a furnace, and let Moses scatter it to- 
ward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. 
9And it will become fine dust in all the land 
of Egypt, and it will cause "boils that break 
out in sores on man and beast throughout 
all the land of Egypt.” “Then they took 
ashes from the furnace and stood before 
Pharaoh, and Moses scattered them to- 
ward heaven. And they caused ‘boils that 
break out in sores on man and beast. And 
the ‘magicians could not stand before Mo- 
ses because of the &boils, for the boils were 
on the magicians and on all the Egyptians. 
122But the LORD hardened the heart of Pha- 
raoh; and he ‘did not heed them, just ™as 
the LORD had spoken to Moses. 


The Seventh Plague: Hail 

13Then the LORD said to Moses, "“Rise 
early in the morning and stand before 
Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
LORD God of the Hebrews: “Let My people 
go, that they may °serve Me, for at this 
time I will send all My plagues to your very 
heart, and on your servants and on your 
people, that you may know that there 
is none like Me in all the earth. Now if 
I had (stretched out My hand and struck 
you and your people with ‘pestilence, 
then you would have been cut off from 
the earth. !6But indeed for sthis purpose I 
have raised you up, that I may tshow My 
power in you, and that My “name may be 
declared in all the earth. !7As yet you exalt 
yourself against My people in that you will 
not let them go. !8Behold, tomorrow about 
this time I will cause very heavy hail to 
rain down, such as has not been in Egypt 
since its founding until now. 19Therefore 
send now and gather your livestock and 


8:26 the abomination of the Egyptians. Moses 
employed the ethnic and cultural sensibilities of the 
Egyptians to free the Israelites (Gen. 43:32; 46:34). 
The sacrificial animals of Israel would include sheep, 
something the Egyptians regarded as detestable. 
9:11 for the boils were upon the magicians. The ref- 
erence to the hapless magicians is almost humorous. 
Not only were they powerless, but they also suffered 
from the plague. 

9:16 for this purpose | have raised you up. God used 
Pharaoh's stubbornness and disobedience to demon- 
strate His power. Pharaoh was not only an evil ruler in 
a powerful state; he was an evil man, ungodly, and 
unrighteous. Pharaoh set himself up as a god who 
maintained the stability of his kingdom. The Lord’s 
judgment on him was an appropriate response to 
this fraud. 

9:17 you exalt yourself. Pharaoh was behaving like 


the king of Tyre (Ezek. 28:1-10) and Satan, whom the 
king of Tyre emulated (Ezek. 28:11-19). 

9:19 gather your livestock. The fact that God was 
judging Pharaoh does not mean that He was unmerci- 
ful. The Lord could have destroyed Pharaoh and his peo- 
ple ina moment (v. 15), but instead He warned them of 
the calamities about to befall them. Apparently some 
of the Egyptians took the word of the Lord seriously. 
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all that you have in the field, for the hail 
shall come down on every man and every 
animal which is found in the field and is 
not brought home; and they shall die.”’” 

20He who Yfeared the word of the LORD 
among the wservants of Pharaoh made his 
servants and his livestock flee to the hous- 
es. 21But he who did not regard the word of 
the LorD left his servants and his livestock 
in the field. 

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch 
out your hand toward heaven, that there 
may be hail in all the land of Egypt—on 
man, on beast, and on every herb of the 
field, throughout the land of Egypt.” 23And 
Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven; 
and ythe LorD sent thunder and hail, and 
fire darted to the ground. And the LORD 
rained hail on the land of Egypt. 24So there 
was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, 
so very heavy that there was none like it 
in all the land of Egypt since it became a 
nation. 25And the Zhail struck throughout 
the whole land of Egypt, all that was in 
the field, both man and beast; and the hail 
struck every herb of the field and broke ev- 
ery tree of the field. 26¢Only in the land of 
Goshen, where the children of Israel were, 
there was no hail. 

27And Pharaoh sent and called for 
Moses and Aaron, and said to them, ¢“I 
have sinned this time. ¢The LORD is righ- 
teous, and my people and I are wicked. 
28eEntreat the LORD, that there may be no 
more mighty thundering and hail, for it is 
enough. I will let you ‘go, and you shall stay 
no longer.” 

29So Moses said to him, “As soon as 
I have gone out of the city, I will spread 
out my hands to the LORD; the thunder 
will cease, and there will be no more hail, 
that you may know that the “earth is the 
LORD’s. 30But as for you and your servants, 
iT know that you will not yet fear the LORD 
God.” 

31Now the flax and the barley were 
struck, /for the barley was in the head and 
the flax was in bud. 32But the wheat and 
the spelt were not struck, for they are late 
crops. 

33So Moses went out of the city from 
Pharaoh and &spread out his hands to 
the LORD; then the thunder and the hail 


ceased, and the rain was not poured on the 
earth. 34And when Pharaoh saw that the 
rain, the hail, and the thunder had ceased, 
he sinned yet more; and he hardened his 
heart, he and his servants. 35So 'the heart 
of Pharaoh was hard; neither would he let 
the children of Israel go, as the LORD had 
spoken by Moses. 


The Eighth Plague: Locusts 
1 0 Now the LorD said to Moses, “Go in 
to Pharaoh; ¢for I have hardened his 

heart and the hearts of his servants, >that I 
may show these signs of Mine before him, 
2and that you may tell in the hearing of 
your son and your son’s son the mighty 
things I have done in Egypt, and My signs 
which I have done among them, that you 
may “know that I am the LORD.” 

3So Moses and Aaron came in to Pha- 
raoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD 
God of the Hebrews: ‘How long will you 
refuse to -humble yourself before Me? Let 
My people go, that they may fserve Me. 
40r else, if you refuse to let My people go, 
behold, tomorrow I will bring £locusts into 
your territory. 5And they shall cover the 
face of the earth, so that no one will be able 
to see the earth; and "they shall eat the res- 
idue of what is left, which remains to you 
from the hail, and they shall eat every tree 
which grows up for you out of the field. 
6They shall ‘fill your houses, the houses of 
all your servants, and the houses of all the 
Egyptians—which neither your fathers nor 
your fathers’ fathers have seen, since the 
day that they were on the earth to this day.’” 
And he turned and went out from Pharaoh. 

7Then Pharaoh’s iservants said to him, 
“How long shall this man be *a snare to 
us? Let the men go, that they may serve the 
LORD their God. Do you not yet know that 
Egypt is destroyed?” 

8So Moses and Aaron were brought 
again to Pharaoh, and he said to them, 
“Go, serve the LORD your God. Who are 
the ones that are going?” 

9And Moses said, “We will go with our 
young and our old; with our sons and our 
daughters, with our flocks and our herds 
we will go, for ‘we must hold a feast to the 
LORD.” 

10Then he said to them, “The LORD had 


9:27 | have sinned. This was a stunning admission 
for such a proud man. Sadly, these words of contri- 
tion would not hold. Pharaoh repeated them later 
(10:16-17), only to take them back in the end. 

10:1 / have hardened his heart. Three verbs are used 
in Exodus to describe God’s hardening of Pharaoh's 
heart. Usually the verb meaning “to make hard” is 
used (4:21). In 7:3 the verb “to make stiff” is used. Here 
the Hebrew verb that means “to make heavy” or “to 
make insensitive” is used. 

10:3 refuse to humble yourself. Pharaoh's pride 
was his undoing. He believed himself to be a 
god and paraded himself like one. God resists the 


proud but gives grace to the humble (Ps. 18:27; 
1 Pet. 5:5). 
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better be with you when I let you and your 
little ones go! Beware, for evil is ahead of 
you. !!Not so! Go now, you who are men, 
and serve the LORD, for that is what you 
desired.” And they were driven “out from 
Pharaoh’s presence. 

12Then the LorRD said to Moses, “Stretch 
out your hand over the land of Egypt for 
the locusts, that they may come upon the 
land of Egypt, and °eat every herb of the 
land—all that the hail has left.” 13So Moses 
stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, 
and the LORD brought an east wind on the 
land all that day and all that night. When 
it was morning, the east wind brought the 
locusts. 4And Pthe locusts went up over 
all the land of Egypt and rested on all the 
territory of Egypt. They were very severe; 
apreviously there had been no such locusts 
as they, nor shall there be such after them. 
15For they "covered the face of the whole 
earth, so that the land was darkened; and 
they sate every herb of the land and all the 
fruit of the trees which the hail had left. So 
there remained nothing green on the trees 
or on the plants of the field throughout all 
the land of Egypt. 

16Then Pharaoh called ‘for Moses and 
Aaron in haste, and said, ““I have sinned 
against the LORD your God and against 
you. !7Now therefore, please forgive my 
sin only this once, and ventreat the LORD 
your God, that He may take away from me 
this death only.” 18So he wwent out from 
Pharaoh and entreated the LORD. 18And 
the LorD turned a very strong west wind, 
which took the locusts away and blew them 
xinto the Red Sea. There remained not one 
locust in all the territory of Egypt. 2%But the 
LORD Yhardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he 
did not let the children of Israel go. 


The Ninth Plague: Darkness 

21Then the LORD said to Moses, 2“Stretch 
out your hand toward heaven, that there 
may be darkness over the land of Egypt, 
darkness which may even be felt.” 22So 
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Moses stretched out his hand toward heav- 
en, and there was “thick darkness in all the 
land of Egypt three days. 28They did not 
see one another; nor did anyone rise from 
his place for three days. ‘But all the chil- 
dren of Israel had light in their dwellings. 

24Then Pharaoh called to Moses and 
dsaid, “Go, serve the LORD; only let your 
flocks and your herds be kept back. Let 
your ¢little ones also go with you.” 

25But Moses said, “You must also give us 
sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may 
sacrifice to the LORD our God. 26Our /live- 
stock also shall go with us; not a hoof shall 
be left behind. For we must take some of 
them to serve the LORD our God, and even 
we do not know with what we must serve 
the LORD until we arrive there.” 

27But the LORD Shardened Pharaoh’s 
heart, and he would not let them go. 28Then 
Pharaoh said to him, "“Get away from me! 
Take heed to yourself and see my face no 
more! For in the day you see my face you 
shall die!” 

29So Moses said, “You have spoken well. 
iT will never see your face again.” 


Death of the Firstborn Announced 
11 And the LorRD said to Moses, “I will 
bring one more plague on Pharaoh 
and on Egypt. «Afterward he will let you 
go from here. »When he lets you go, he 
will surely drive you out of here altogeth- 
er. 2Speak now in the hearing of the people, 
and let every man ask from his neighbor 
and every woman from her neighbor, ar- 
ticles of silver and carticles of gold.” 34And 
the LORD gave the people favor in the 
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man 
eMoses was very great in the land of Egypt, 
in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in 
the sight of the people. 
4Then Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: 
fAbout midnight I will go out into the midst 
of Egypt; 5and £all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to 
the firstborn of the female servant who is 


10:12-16 Repentance—In Exodus 9 and 10 there 
are two vivid examples of “foxhole religion” recorded 
for us. This kind of “faith” freely acknowledges the 
person and power of God during a terrible crisis, and 
then promptly forgets all about Him when the dan- 
ger passes. Just like little children, we want to avert 
punishment by saying, “I’m sorry, I'm sorry!” and then 
go about our business as usual. God is not interested 
in empty “I've sinned” confessions. Only true repen- 
tance from the heart is acceptable to God. 

10:20 But the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart. See 
3:19; 4:21; 5:2; 7:3,13-14. 

10:22 thick darkness. This calamity was another 
direct attack on the Egyptian religious system. They 
worshiped many gods, but none so much as the sun. 
An enshrouding darkness that lasted three days was a 
clear statement that their gods, their Pharaoh with his 
supposed control of nature, and all Pharaoh’s counsel- 
ors were, in reality, helpless before the God of Israel. 


10:27 But the Lorp hardened Pharaoh’s heart. See 
3:19; 4:21; 5:2; 7:3,13-14. 

11:3 favor. After all that had happened, we might 
suppose that the Egyptians would have universally 
hated the Hebrews. Instead, most of the people felt 
positively towards them, even Pharaoh’s own ser- 
vants. 
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behind the handmill, and all the firstborn 
of the animals. 6"Then there shall be a 
great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, 
isuch as was not like it before, nor shall be 
like it again. 7/But against none of the chil- 
dren of Israel *shall a dog move its tongue, 
against man or beast, that you may know 
that the LORD does make a difference be- 
tween the Egyptians and Israel.’ 8And /all 
these your servants shall come down to me 
and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, and 
all the people who follow you!’ After that I 
will go out.” "Then he went out from Pha- 
raoh in great anger. 

5But the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh 
will not heed you, so that >My wonders 
may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” 
10So Moses and Aaron did all these won- 
ders before Pharaoh; vand the LORD hard- 
ened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the 
children of Israel go out of his land. 


The Passover Instituted 
12 Now the LorD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 
2a“This month shall be your beginning of 
months; it shall be the first month of the 
year to you. 3Speak to all the congrega- 
tion of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of this 
month every man shall take for himself a 
lamb, according to the house of his father, 
a lamb for a household. 4And if the house- 
hold is too small for the lamb, let him and 
his neighbor next to his house take it ac- 
cording to the number of the persons; ac- 
cording to each man’s need you shall make 


your count for the lamb. *Your lamb shall 
be cwithout blemish, a male of the first 
year. You may take it from the sheep or 
from the goats. SNow you shall keep it un- 
til the 4fourteenth day of the same month. 
Then the whole assembly of the congrega- 
tion of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7And 
they shall take some of the blood and put 
it on the two doorposts and on the lintel 
of the houses where they eat it. 8Then they 
shall eat the flesh on that enight; froasted 
in fire, with Sunleavened bread and with 
bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat 
it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but 
hroasted in fire—its head with its legs and 
its entrails. 10You shall let none of it re- 
main until morning, and what remains of 
it until morning you shall burn with fire. 
1l1And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on 
your waist, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand. So you shall eat it 
in haste. ‘It is the LORD’s Passover. 

12‘For I kwill pass through the land of 
Egypt on that night, and will strike all 
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
man and beast; and ‘against all the gods 
of Egypt I will execute judgment: ™I am 
the LorRD. Now the blood shall be a sign 
for you on the houses where you are. And 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you; 
and the plague shall not be on you to de- 
stroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

14‘So this day shall be to you "a memo- 
rial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the 
LORD throughout your generations. You 
shall keep it as a °feast Pby an everlasting 


11:7 a difference between the Egyptians and Is- 
rael. The institution of the Passover accentuated this 
great distinction. The Lord in His mercy protected His 
people even as He executed judgment on those who 
opposed Him. 

11:9-10 wonders. We tend to think that if God would 
only send a miracle, people would have to believe. 
Sadly, history shows that this is not true. Often those 
individuals who have seen God's mightiest miracles 
have responded by displaying a total lack of faith. 
Pharaoh had all the proof one could want of who God 
was, and did not believe. The Pharisees saw a man 
raised from the dead, and wanted to kill both the man 
and his healer John 11:53; 12:9-11). God desires us to 
believe His word by faith, and not be dependent on 
supernatural and external signs and wonders. Mir- 
acles are signs, just as the creation itself is a sign of 
God's power and authority (Rom. 1:19-20), but a per- 
son whose heart is hardened toward God will not be 
any more impressed with a miracle than with a sunset. 
12:1-14 The Passover—There was only one Pass- 
over. The Passover feast has always been one of the 
primary elements of Jewish religious tradition and 
is their way of remembering the “pass over” by the 
Lord, sparing the people of a visit by “the destroyer” 
(v. 23). By celebrating it, Jews remember one of the 
key elements of their history. It points to their national 
identity and to their deliverance as a community of 
faith. One could say that it was a defining moment 
of their faith. For the Christian, the event clearly fore- 
shadows the cross of Christ. He is our Passover Lamb 
who delivers us from death by taking it all on Himself. 


The parallels between Exodus 12 and the Christian 
communion service are noteworthy (1 Cor. 11:23-26). 
12:2 your beginning of months. This month, called 
Abib in 13:4 corresponds to April/May and is also 
called Nisan. The Hebrew people began to mark time 
in relation to the time of their departure from Egypt. 

12:5 without blemish. Sacrifice was not a way to get 
tid of unwanted animals. Only the very best lambs 
were suitable. The Passover lamb sacrificed for the 
Israelites was meant as a picture of the coming death 
of the perfect, sinless Savior, Jesus Christ. 

12:8 unleavened bread... bitter herbs. The Pass- 
over meal is full of symbolism, the unleavened bread 
reminded them that the first Passover was eaten 
in haste, ready for flight. The bitter herbs were a 
reminder of the bitterness of the slavery from which 
they were rescued. 

12:12 | will pass through... | will execute. The rep- 
etition of the pronoun “I” emphasizes that God did 
this, not an angel or some other agent. 

12:13 sign. The term “sign” can mean a reminder, 
memorial, or symbol, as it does here, or a miracle that 
points to the power of God. 
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ordinance. }54Seven days you shall eat un- 
leavened bread. On the first day you shall 
remove leaven from your houses. For who- 
ever eats leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day, "that person shall be 
cut off from Israel. 16On the first day there 
shall be sa holy convocation, and on the sev- 
enth day there shall be a holy convocation 
for you. No manner of work shall be done 
on them; but that which everyone must 
eat—that only may be prepared by you. 
17So you shall observe the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread, for ton this same day I will 
have brought your armies “out of the land of 
Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day 
throughout your generations as an ever- 
lasting ordinance. !8vIn the first month, on 
the fourteenth day of the month at evening, 
you shall eat unleavened bread, until the 
twenty-first day of the month at evening. 
19For wseven days no leaven shall be found 
in your houses, since whoever eats what 
is leavened, that same person shall be cut 
off from the congregation of Israel, wheth- 
er he is a stranger or a native of the land. 
20You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your 
dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.’” 

21Then *Moses called for all the Yelders 
of Israel and said to them, 2“Pick out and 
take lambs for yourselves according to your 
families, and kill the Passover lamb. 22¢And 
you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in 
the blood that is in the basin, and »strike 
the lintel and the two doorposts with the 
blood that is in the basin. And none of you 
shall go out of the door of his house until 
morning. 28cFor the LORD will pass through 
to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees 
the “blood on the lintel and on the two door- 
posts, the LORD will pass over the door and 
enot allow ‘the destroyer to come into your 
houses to strike you. 24And you shall ¢ob- 
serve this thing as an ordinance for you 
and your sons forever. 25It will come to pass 
when you come to the land which the LORD 
will give you, "just as He promised, that you 
shall keep this service. 26‘And it shall be, 
when your children say to you, ‘What do 
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you mean by this service?’ 27that you shall 
say, /‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, 
who passed over the houses of the chil- 
dren of Israel in Egypt when He struck the 
Egyptians and delivered our households.’” 
So the people *bowed their heads and wor- 
shiped. 28Then the children of Israel went 
away and 'did so; just as the LORD had 
commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did. 


The Tenth Plague: Death 


of the Firstborn 

29m And it came to pass at midnight that 
nthe LORD struck all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pha- 
raoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn 
of the captive who was in the dungeon, and 
all the firstborn of livestock. 30So Pharaoh 
rose in the night, he, all his servants, and 
all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry 
in Egypt, for there was not a house where 
there was not one dead. 


The Exodus 

31Then he Pcalled for Moses and Aar- 
on by night, and said, “Rise, go out from 
among my people, “both you and the chil- 
dren of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as 
you have 'said. 32sAlso take your flocks and 
your herds, as you have said, and be gone; 
and bless me also.” 

33tAnd the Egyptians “urged the people, 
that they might send them out of the land in 
haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” 
34So the people took their dough before it 
was leavened, having their kneading bowls 
bound up in their clothes on their shoul- 
ders. 35Now the children of Israel had done 
according to the word of Moses, and they 
had asked from the Egyptians articles of 
silver, articles of gold, and clothing. 36vAnd 
the LORD had given the people favor in the 
sight of the Egyptians, so that they grant- 
ed them what they requested. Thus xthey 
plundered the Egyptians. 

37Then Ythe children of Israel journeyed 
from 7Rameses to Succoth, about 4six 


12:29-33 the Lorb struck all the firstborn. \n the 
Passover we have a summary of God's eternal plan 
of salvation. Jesus, the final sacrifice, was killed at 
the time of the Passover feast; His blood provides 
salvation from eternal death. Note some similarities 
between the first and final Passover: (1) the blood of 
an innocent sacrifice must be shed, (2) the sacrifice 
must be blameless, and (3) the shed blood must be 
applied by faith. 

12:29 and all the firstborn of livestock. Though not 
nearly as awful as the death of firstborn children, the 
death of the livestock was a blow to the Egyptians 
economically. These deaths were also attacks on the 
power of their gods (v. 12). 

12:32 and bless me also. At last Pharaoh capitulated 
(10:9,26). The death of his son—and the deaths of 
firstborn sons everywhere—must have shattered 
him to the core of his being. 

12:36 plundered the Egyptians. Newly freed slaves 
do not usually make their escape with their masters 


pushing the family silver into their hands. Far from 
wanting to keep the Israelites in bondage, the rest of 
Egypt couldn't wait to get rid of them. 

12:37 Rameses. The reference to Rameses most 
likely relates to the store city Raamses, mentioned in 
1:11, perhaps Tel el-Maskhuta further to the east. six 
hundred thousand men. This number of men would 
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hundred thousand men on foot, besides 
children. 38A mixed multitude went up 
with them also, and flocks and herds—a 
great deal of ‘livestock. 39And they baked 
unleavened cakes of the dough which they 
had brought out of Egypt; for it was not 
leavened, because ¢they were driven out 
of Egypt and could not wait, nor had they 
prepared provisions for themselves. 

40Now the sojourn of the children of Is- 
rael who lived in Egypt* was efour hundred 
and thirty years. 41And it came to pass at 
the end of the four hundred and thirty 
years—on that very same day—it came to 
pass that fall the armies of the LORD went 
out from the land of Egypt. 42It is a night of 
solemn observance to the LorD for bring- 
ing them out of the land of Egypt. This is 
that night of the LORD, a solemn obser- 
vance for all the children of Israel through- 
out their generations. 


Passover Regulations 

43 And the LORD said to Moses and Aar- 
on, “This is "the ordinance of the Pass- 
over: No foreigner shall eat it. 44But every 
man’s servant who is bought for money, 
when you have icircumcised him, then 
he may eat it. iA sojourner and a hired 
servant shall not eat it. 46In one house it 
shall be eaten; you shall not carry any of 
the flesh outside the house, ?nor shall you 
break one of its bones. 47/All the congre- 
gation of Israel shall keep it. 48And "when 
a stranger dwells with you and wants to 
keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his 
males be circumcised, and then let him 
come near and keep it; and he shall be as 
a native of the land. For no uncircumcised 
person shall eat it. 49*One law shall be for 
the native-born and for the stranger who 
dwells among you.” 


50Thus all the children of Israel did; as 
the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, 
so they did. 5loAnd it came to pass, on that 
very same day, that the LORD brought the 
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt 
paccording to their armies. 


The Firstborn Consecrated 

1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2¢“Consecrate to Me all the first- 

born, whatever opens the womb among the 

children of Israel, both of man and beast; 

it is Mine.” 


The Feast of Unleavened Bread 
3And Moses said to the people: >“Re- 
member this day in which you went out 
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for 
cby strength of hand the LORD brought you 
out of this place. 4No leavened bread shall 
be eaten. 4¢On this day you are going out, 
in the month Abib. 5And it shall be, when 
the LORD ‘brings you into the sland of the 
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Am- 
orites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, 
which He "swore to your fathers to give 
you, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
ithat you shall keep this service in this 
month. Seven days you shall eat unleav- 
ened bread, and on the seventh day there 
shall be a feast to the LORD. 7Unleavened 
bread shall be eaten seven days. And no 
leavened bread shall be seen among you, 
nor shall leaven be seen among you in all 
your quarters. 8And you shall 'tell your son 
in that day, saying, ‘This is done because of 
what the LORD did for me when I came up 
from Egypt.’ %It shall be as ™a sign to you 


* 12:40 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint read 
Egypt and Canaan. 


indicate a total population of perhaps three million 
men, women, and children (Num. 1:46). 

12:38 mixed multitude. Apparently a number of 
Egyptians and perhaps other non-Hebrews joined 
the flight out of Egypt. Some of these people later 
caused trouble when things did not go as smoothly 
as expected (Num. 11:4). 

12:39 unleavened cakes. The symbolism in this has 
to do with the haste of their departure, not (as some 
have supposed) that there is something evil in leaven 
itself. If leaven were intrinsically evil, the Israelites 
would have been forbidden to eat leaven at any time. 
In the New Testament, leaven is often used as a sym- 
bolic way of speaking about sin, but again, leaven in 
and of itself is not evil. 

12:40 four hundred and thirty years. If the Exodus 
took place around 1446 B.c., Jacob’s arrival in Egypt 
would have been around 1876 B.c. 

12:46 nor shall you break one of its bones. Not 
breaking the bones of the lamb foreshadowed Jesus’ 
death. None of the Savior’s bones were broken, even 
though He suffered a horrible death (Ps. 34:20; John 
19:33-36). 

13:1-22 Consecrate to Me. Before the dramatic 
story of the crossing of the Red Sea there is a record 


of foundational institutions that the Lord gave to Is- 
rael. These are: (1) the consecration of the firstborn 
(vv. 1-2); (2) the Feast of Unleavened Bread (vv. 3-10); 
and (3) the law concerning the firstborn (vv. 11-16). 
This is followed by the Lord’s command to the Israel- 
ites to travel in an unexpected direction (vv. 17-22). 
13:9 sign. A similar commandment is found in Deu- 
teronomy 6:8. Jews would fasten a small box contain- 
ing passages of Scripture to their foreheads or arms 
during prayer, to serve as a memorial. The physical 
symbol was designed to be a reminder of the inner 
reality of making God's law the guiding rule of all 
we do. 
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on your hand and as a memorial between 
your eyes, that the LORD’s law may be in 
your mouth; for with a strong hand the 
LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 1°" You 
shall therefore keep this ordinance in its 
season from year to year. 


The Law of the Firstborn 

11“A nd it shall be, when the LORD °brings 
you into the land of the PCanaanites, as He 
swore to you and your fathers, and gives 
it to you, !2¢that you shall set apart to the 
LORD all that open the womb, that is, ev- 
ery firstborn that comes from an animal 
which you have; the males shall be the 
LoRD’s. !8But "every firstborn of a donkey 
you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you 
will not redeem it, then you shall break its 
neck. And all the firstborn of man among 
your sons syou shall redeem. !4tSo it shall 
be, when your son asks you in time to 
come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that you shall 
say to him, “By strength of hand the LORD 
brought us out of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage. 145And it came to pass, when 
Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us 
go, that tthe LORD killed all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of 
man and the firstborn of beast. Therefore 
I sacrifice to the LORD all males that open 
the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons 
I redeem.’ !6]t shall be as wa sign on your 
hand and as frontlets between your eyes, 
for by strength of hand the LORD brought 
us out of Egypt.” 


The Wilderness Way 

17Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh 
had let the people go, that God did not lead 
them by way of the land of the Philistines, 
although that was near; for God said, “Lest 
perhaps the people xchange their minds 
when they see war, and Yreturn to Egypt.” 
18So0 God Zled the people around by way 
of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the 
children of Israel went up in orderly ranks 
out of the land of Egypt. 

19And Moses took the «bones of >Joseph 
with him, for he had placed the children of 
Israel under solemn oath, saying, ““God 
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will surely visit you, and you shall carry up 
my bones from here with you.”* 

20So 4they took their journey from 
eSuccoth and camped in Etham at the edge 
of the wilderness. 21!And ‘the LORD went 
before them by day in a pillar of cloud to 
lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light, so as to go by day and 
night. 22He did not take away the pillar of 
cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night 
from before the people. 


The Red Sea Crossing 
1 Now the LorD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 
athat they turn and camp before »Pi Hahi- 
roth, between ‘Migdol and the sea, oppo- 
site Baal Zephon; you shall camp before 
it by the sea. 3For Pharaoh will say of the 
children of Israel, 4“They are bewildered by 
the land; the wilderness has closed them 
in.’ 4Then eI will harden Pharaoh’s heart, 
so that he will pursue them; and I fwill gain 
honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, 
sthat the Egyptians may know that I am 
the LORD.” And they did so. 
5Now it was told the king of Egypt that 
the people had fled, and "the heart of Pha- 
raoh and his servants was turned against 
the people; and they said, “Why have we 
done this, that we have let Israel go from 
serving us?” 6So he made ready his chari- 
ot and took his people with him. 7Also, he 
took isix hundred choice chariots, and all 
the chariots of Egypt with captains over 
every one of them. 8And the LORD ‘hard- 
ened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and he pursued the children of Israel; and 
kthe children of Israel went out with bold- 
ness. 9So the ‘Egyptians pursued them, 
all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, 
his horsemen and his army, and overtook 
them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahi- 
roth, before Baal Zephon. 
10And when Pharaoh drew near, the chil- 
dren of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, 
the Egyptians marched after them. So they 
were very afraid, and the children of Israel 
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13:13 firstborn of a donkey. Donkeys were unclean 
animals, and could not be used as a sacrifice. Instead 
they were redeemed with a lamb. Similarly, a first- 
born son was redeemed. God would never allow 
human sacrifice. Later the Lord claimed the Levites 
for Himself in exchange for the firstborn sons of the 
people (Num. 3:40-51). 

13:18 way of the wilderness. The route the Isra- 
elites traveled from Egypt to Canaan has been dis- 
puted. The traditional route has the people moving 
in a southerly direction along the western shore of 
the Sinai Peninsula until they reached Mount Sinai 
in the far south central region of the peninsula. Red 
Sea. This translation comes from the Septuagint (the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament); the Hebrew 
phrase means “Sea of Reeds.” This phrase may refer 


to the ancient northern extension of the Red Sea. 
Many believe that it was one of the marshy lakes of 
the region. 

13:19 the bones of Joseph. The story of the last wish 
of Joseph and his death is found in Genesis 50:22-26. 
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mcried out to the LORD. !"Then they said 
to Moses, “Because there were no graves 
in Egypt, have you taken us away to die 
in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt 
with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? l2cJs 
this not the word that we told you in Egypt, 
saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the 
Egyptians’? For it would have been better 
for us to serve the Egyptians than that we 
should die in the wilderness.” 

13And Moses said to the people, »“Do not 
be afraid. aStand still, and see the "salva- 
tion of the LORD, which He will accomplish 
for you today. For the Egyptians whom you 
see today, you shall ssee again no more 
forever. 14tThe LORD will fight for you, and 
you shall “hold your peace.” 

15And the LORD said to Moses, “Why 
do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Is- 
rael to go forward. !6But vlift up your rod, 
and stretch out your hand over the sea and 
divide it. And the children of Israel shall 
go on dry ground through the midst of the 
sea. 17And I indeed will “harden the hearts 
of the Egyptians, and they shall follow 
them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh 
and over all his army, his chariots, and 
his horsemen. !8Then the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have 
gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his 
chariots, and his horsemen.” 

19And the Angel of God, who went be- 
fore the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud went 
from before them and stood behind them. 
20So it came between the camp of the Egyp- 
tians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a 
cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave 
light by night to the other, so that the one 
did not come near the other all that night. 

21Then Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea 
to go back by a strong east wind all that 
night, and zmade the sea into dry land, and 
the waters were “divided. 22So >the children 
of Israel went into the midst of the sea on 
the dry ground, and the waters were a wall 
to them on their right hand and on their left. 


23 And the Egyptians pursued and went after 
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s 
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 

24Now it came to pass, in the morning 
dwatch, that ¢the LORD looked down upon 
the army of the Egyptians through the pil- 
lar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the 
army of the Egyptians. 25And He took off* 
their chariot wheels, so that they drove 
them with difficulty; and the Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel, 
for the LORD ffights for them against the 
Egyptians.” 

26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch 
out your hand over the sea, that the wa- 
ters may come back upon the Egyptians, 
on their chariots, and on their horsemen.” 
27And Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea; and when the morning appeared, 
the sea returned to its full depth, while the 
Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD 
hoverthrew the Egyptians in the midst of 
the sea. 28Then ‘the waters returned and 
covered the chariots, the horsemen, and 
all the army of Pharaoh that came into the 
sea after them. Not so much as one of them 
remained. 29But ‘the children of Israel had 
walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, 
and the waters were a wall to them on their 
right hand and on their left. 

30So the LORD ksaved Israel that day out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel 
lsaw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 
31Thus Israel saw the great work which 
the LORD had done in Egypt; so the people 
feared the LORD, and “believed the LORD 
and His servant Moses. 


The Song of Moses 

1 Then ¢Moses and the children of Is- 
rael sang this song to the LORD, and 

spoke, saying: 


“T will sing to the LORD, 
For He has triumphed gloriously! 


* 14:25 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, and 
Syriac read bound. 


14:11-12 Why. This marks the first of ten episodes of 
Israel's unbelief, beginning at the Red Sea, and con- 
cluding at Kadesh Barnea (Num. 14:22). Because of 
these ten events an entire generation was prevented 
from entering the Promised Land. The New Testa- 
ment book of Hebrews recalls these events, using the 
Promised Land as a picture of heaven and warning 
that disobedience and unbelief will still keep people 
out of the final land of “rest” (Heb. 4). 

14:13 the salvation of the Lorp. The Hebrew word 
for salvation comes from a term that has to do with 
room or space. The people were under great pres- 
sure, squeezed between the waters before them 
and the armies of Pharaoh behind them. Salvation 
relieved the pressure in a most dramatic way. 

14:19 Angel of God. The term “Angel of God” is an 
alternative expression for the angel of the Lord. The 
pillar of cloud is later strongly associated with the 
Lord Himself (33:9-11). 


14:25 the Lorop fights for them. This was the confes- 
sion the Lord demanded; word spread widely that the 
Lord fought for the Israelites. 

14:31 the people ... believed the Lorp. The same 
wording is used of Abraham’s saving faith in Genesis 
15:6 (see also Rom. 4). The people were transformed 
spiritually even as they were delivered physically. 
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The horse and its rider 
He has thrown into the sea! 
2 The LorRD is my strength and ‘song, 
And He has become my salvation; 
He is my God, and 4I will praise Him; 
My @father’s God, and I fwill exalt Him. 
3 The LORD is a man of £war; 
The LorD is His "name. 
4 iPharaoh’s chariots and his army He 
has cast into the sea; 
iHis chosen captains also are drowned 
in the Red Sea. 
5 The depths have covered them; 
kThey sank to the bottom like a stone. 


6 “Your !right hand, O LORD, has become 
glorious in power; 
Your right hand, O LORD, has dashed 
the enemy in pieces. 
7 And inthe greatness of Your 
mexcellence 
You have overthrown those who rose 
against You; 
You sent forth "Your wrath; 
It oconsumed them Plike stubble. 
8 And with the blast of Your nostrils 
The waters were gathered together; 
"The floods stood upright like a heap; 
The depths congealed in the heart of 
the sea. 
9 sThe enemy said, ‘I will pursue, 
I will overtake, 
I will ‘divide the spoil; 
My desire shall be satisfied on them. 
I will draw my sword, 
My hand shall destroy them.’ 
10 You blew with Your wind, 
The sea covered them; 
They sank like lead in the mighty 
waters. 


ll “Who “is like You, O LORD, among the 
gods? 
Who is like You, vglorious in holiness, 
Fearful in “praises, *doing wonders? 
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12 ‘You stretched out Your right hand; 
The earth swallowed them. 

13 You in Your mercy have Yled forth 
The people whom You have redeemed; 
You have guided them in Your 

strength 
To Your holy habitation. 


14 “The «people will hear and be afraid; 
bSorrow will take hold of the 
inhabitants of Philistia. 
15 cThen ¢the chiefs of Edom will be 
dismayed; 
eThe mighty men of Moab, 
Trembling will take hold of them; 
fAll the inhabitants of Canaan will 
smelt away. 
16 hFear and dread will fall on them; 
By the greatness of Your arm 
They will be ‘as still as a stone, 
Till Your people pass over, O LORD, 
Till the people pass over 
iWhom You have purchased. 
17 You will bring them in and &plant 
them 
In the ‘mountain of Your inheritance, 
Inthe place, O LORD, which You have 
made 
For Your own dwelling, 
The “sanctuary, O Lord, which Your 
hands have established. 


18 “Ther LORD shall reign forever and 
ever.” 


19For the chorses of Pharaoh went with 
his chariots and his horsemen into the sea, 
and Pthe LorD brought back the waters of 
the sea upon them. But the children of Is- 
rael went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 


The Song of Miriam 

20Then Miriam ¢the prophetess, ‘the sis- 
ter of Aaron, stook the timbrel in her hand; 
and all the women went out after her ‘with 


15:2 My father’s God. The Israelites had worshiped, 
believed, and obeyed. Today, Christians are part of 
Abraham's line because they also believe, obey, and 
worship the same God (Gal. 3:6-7). Many faithful 
believers have preceded us. 
15:3 The Lorp is His name. Other supposed gods 
had secret names that only guilds of priests knew. 
By knowing a god’s secret name, a priest supposedly 
had special access to that god. But the living God had 
made His name known to all, and salvation is found 
in His name alone. 
15:11 Who is like You? Many times, the Bible uses 
the language of incomparability to describe the true 
God. In a world in which there are many supposed 
gods, the Lord is unique. He alone is God. He is not 
just better than other gods; there are no other gods. 
No person, god, or thing can be compared to the one 
true God (Ps. 96:4; Is. 40:25—26; Mic. 7:18). 
15:18 The Lorp shall reign forever and ever. Ulti- 
mately, the salvation of Israel from Egypt points to 
the coming reign of the living God on earth over His 
redeemed people. 

This victory song ends with the assertion of the 


eternal rule of the Lord, promising the kingdom 
of God rather than the conquering of neighboring 
lands. Its emphasis is spiritual, not material. Now that 
deliverance from slavery in Egypt had been accom- 
plished, the Hebrews would be formed by God into a 
nation which was designed to be a witness to the rest 
of the world of God’s character and authority. 

15:20 prophetess. Although there is no record of 
women serving as priests in ancient Israel, women 
did serve as prophetesses (Deborah, Judg. 4:4; the 
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timbrels and with dances. 21And Miriam 
uanswered them: 


v“Sing to the LORD, 
For He has triumphed gloriously! 
The horse and its rider 
He has thrown into the sea!” 


Bitter Waters Made Sweet 

22So Moses brought Israel from the Red 
Sea; then they went out into the Wilderness 
of wShur. And they went three days in the 
wilderness and found no *water. 23Now 
when they came to yMarah, they could not 
drink the waters of Marah, for they were 
bitter. Therefore the name of it was called 
Marah.* 24And the people 7complained 
against Moses, saying, “What shall we 
drink?” 25So he cried out to the LORD, 
and the LORD showed him a tree. 7When 
he cast it into the waters, the waters were 
made sweet. 

There He made a statute and an ordi- 
nance for them, and there ¢He tested them, 
26and said, ¢“If you diligently heed the 
voice of the LORD your God and do what 
is right in His sight, give ear to His com- 
mandments and keep all His statutes, I will 
put none of the ediseases on you which I 
have brought on the Egyptians. For I am 
the LORD fwho heals you.” 

27sThen they came to Elim, where there 
were twelve wells of water and seventy 
palm trees; so they camped there by the 
waters. 


Bread from Heaven 
1 And they ¢journeyed from Elim, and 
all the congregation of the children 
of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, 
which is between Elim and »Sinai, on the 
fifteenth day of the second month after 
they departed from the land of Egypt. 
2Then the whole congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel complained against Moses 
and Aaron in the wilderness. 3And the 
children of Israel said to them, @“Oh, that 
we had died by the hand of the LORD in the 
land of Egypt, ewhen we sat by the pots of 


meat and when we ate bread to the full! 
For you have brought us out into this wil- 
derness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, 
I will rain fbread from heaven for you. 
And the people shall go out and gather a 
certain quota every day, that I may #test 
them, whether they will “walk in My law 
or not. 5And it shall be on the sixth day that 
they shall prepare what they bring in, and 
iit shall be twice as much as they gather 
daily.” 

6Then Moses and Aaron said to all the 
children of Israel, “At evening you shall 
know that the LORD has brought you out 
of the land of Egypt. 7And in the morn- 
ing you shall see ’the glory of the LORD; 
for He ‘hears your complaints against the 
LORD. But "what are we, that you complain 
against us?” 8Also Moses said, “This shall 
be seen when the LORD gives you meat 
to eat in the evening, and in the morning 
bread to the full; for the LORD hears your 
complaints which you make against Him. 
And what are we? Your complaints are not 
against us but "against the LORD.” 

9Then Moses spoke to Aaron, “Say to all 
the congregation of the children of Israel, 
o‘Come near before the LORD, for He has 
heard your complaints.’” !©Now it came to 
pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congre- 
gation of the children of Israel, that they 
looked toward the wilderness, and behold, 
the glory of the LORD Pappeared in the 
cloud. 

And the LoRD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, !24“I have heard the complaints of the 
children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, 
At twilight you shall eat meat, and sin the 
morning you shall be filled with bread. 
And you shall know that I am the LORD 
your God.’” 

13So0 it was that ‘quails came up at eve- 
ning and covered the camp, and in the 
morning “the dew lay all around the camp. 


* 15:23 Literally Bitter 


wife of Isaiah, Is. 8:3; Huldah, 2 Kin. 22:14). As a proph- 
etess, Miriam spoke authoritatively from God. How- 
ever, it is apparent that neither she nor Aaron had the 
level of intimacy with God that Moses had. 

15:24 complained. The people's recent deliverance 
from the Egyptian armies makes this complaint seem 
fickle and a true test of God’s mercy. We are like the 
Israelites far too often, turning from praise to com- 
plaint at a moment's notice. 

15:27 Elim. Elim means “place of trees.” The wells and 
palms of this oasis would have been a welcome relief 
from the barren wasteland. 

16:1 Wilderness of Sin. The location of this waste- 
land is uncertain; its position between Elim and Sinai 
depends on the location of Mount Sinai. (The name 
Sin has nothing to do with the English word “sin.”) 
16:5 twice as much. Gathering extra food on the 
sixth day would allow for the Sabbath rest (v. 25). 


16:10 the glory of the Lorb. This is one of the grand 
appearances of God recorded in Exodus. We do not 
know exactly what the people saw in the cloud, but 
the sight certainly made them aware of God’s majes- 
tic and somewhat ominous presence (Ps. 97:2-5). 
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14And when the layer of dew lifted, there, 
on the surface of the wilderness, was va 
small round “substance, as fine as frost on 
the ground. 15So when the children of Is- 
rael saw it, they said to one another, “What 
is it?” For they did not know what it was. 

And Moses said to them, *“This is the 
bread which the LORD has given you to 
eat. 16This is the thing which the LORD has 
commanded: ‘Let every man gather it vac- 
cording to each one’s need, one Zomer for 
each person, according to the number of 
persons; let every man take for those who 
are in his tent.’” 

17Then the children of Israel did so and 
gathered, some more, some less. !18So when 
they measured it by omers, “he who gath- 
ered much had nothing left over, and he 
who gathered little had no lack. Every man 
had gathered according to each one’s need. 
19And Moses said, “Let no one Pleave any of 
it till morning.” 29Notwithstanding they did 
not heed Moses. But some of them left part 
of it until morning, and it bred worms and 
stank. And Moses was angry with them. 
21So they gathered it every morning, every 
man according to his need. And when the 
sun became hot, it melted. 

22And so it was, on the sixth day, that 
they gathered twice as much bread, two 
omers for each one. And all the rulers of the 
congregation came and told Moses. 2?Then 
he said to them, “This is what the LORD has 
said: ‘Tomorrow is ca Sabbath rest, a holy 
Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will 
bake today, and boil what you will boil; 
and lay up for yourselves all that remains, 
to be kept until morning.’” 24So they laid it 
up till morning, as Moses commanded; and 
it did not ¢stink, nor were there any worms 
init. 25Then Moses said, “Eat that today, for 
today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you 
will not find it in the field. 26eSix days you 
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shall gather it, but on the seventh day, the 
Sabbath, there will be none.” 

27Now it happened that some of the peo- 
ple went out on the seventh day to gather, 
but they found none. 28And the LORD said 
to Moses, “How long fdo you refuse to keep 
My commandments and My laws? 29See! 
For the LORD has given you the Sabbath; 
therefore He gives you on the sixth day 
bread for two days. Let every man remain 
in his place; let no man go out of his place 
on the seventh day.” 39So the people rested 
on the seventh day. 

31And the house of Israel called its name 
Manna.* And Sit was like white coriander 
seed, and the taste of it was like wafers 
made with honey. 

32Then Moses said, “This is the thing 
which the LORD has commanded: ‘Fill an 
omer with it, to be kept for your genera- 
tions, that they may see the bread with 
which I fed you in the wilderness, when 
I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 
33And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot 
and put an omer of manna init, and lay it up 
before the LORD, to be kept for your gener- 
ations.” 34As the LORD commanded Moses, 
so Aaron laid it up ‘before the Testimony, 
to be kept. 35And the children of Israel iate 
manna forty years, ‘until they came to an 
inhabited land; they ate manna until they 
came to the border of the land of Canaan. 
36Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah. 


Water from the Rock 

1 7 Then all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel set out on their journey 

from the Wilderness of »Sin, according 

to the commandment of the LORD, and 

camped in Rephidim; but there was no 

water for the people to ¢drink. 2¢Therefore 


* 16:31 Literally What? (compare Exodus 16:15) 


16:14 a small round substance as fine as frost on 
the ground. There have been many attempts to 
explain manna as a naturally occurring substance 
that still might be found in the desert, suggesting 
that it was some kind of plant or animal secretion. 
However, it is clear from the wording of these verses 
that this was not so. The description of the manna 
was necessary precisely because it was not a natu- 
rally occurring substance, or something they had 
ever seen before (Num. 11:1-15). 

16:15-18 God's Provision—lIt is easy to think we 
trust in God and believe He will supply all of our needs 
when we have food, shelter, and clothing. It is more 
difficult when the food is low, the clothing has disap- 
peared, and there is no money to pay the rent. Some- 
times God allows us to be in this kind of position so that 
we will have to learn to consciously rely on His provi- 
dence. When we really place our lives in His hands, 
we will experience a depth of relationship which is 
worth far more than all the security in the world. 
16:19 Let no one leave any of it. The Israelites’ daily 
dependence on manna was an act of faith in God’s 
provision. 


16:26 Six days... the Sabbath. The characteristics 
of manna were a built-in reminder of the impor- 
tance of the Sabbath day in the life of the people of 
Israel. 

16:31 coriander seed... honey. Apparently the 
manna was very tasty. It must also have been very 
nutritious since it was the staple of the Israelites for 
a full generation. 

16:32 to be kept for your generations. This pot of 
manna was not only a reminder of God’s miraculous 
provision, but a miracle in itself since it did not spoil 
as did the extra manna Israelites gathered for them- 
selves. 
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the people contended with Moses, and said, 
“Give us water, that we may drink.” 

So Moses said to them, “Why do you 
contend with me? Why do you ¢tempt the 
LORD?” 

3And the people thirsted there for water, 
and the people ‘complained against Moses, 
and said, “Why is it you have brought us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
our 2livestock with thirst?” 

4So Moses "cried out to the LORD, say- 
ing, “What shall I do with this people? 
They are almost ready to istone me!” 

5And the LORD said to Moses, i“Go on be- 
fore the people, and take with you some of 
the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand 
your rod with which “you struck the river, 
and go. ®Behold, I will stand before you 
there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall 
strike the rock, and water will come out of 
it, that the people may drink.” 

And Moses did so in the sight of the el- 
ders of Israel. 7So he called the name of the 
place ™Massah* and Meribah,* because of 
the contention of the children of Israel, and 
because they tempted the LORD, saying, “Is 
the LORD among us or not?” 


Victory over the Amalekites 

8nNow Amalek came and fought with 
Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said to 
Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, 
fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand 
on the top of the hill with °the rod of Godin 
my hand.” 10So Joshua did as Moses said to 
him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the 
hill. "And so it was, when Moses Pheld up 
his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when 
he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
12But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they 
took a stone and put it under him, and he 
sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his 


hands, one on one side, and the other on 
the other side; and his hands were steady 
until the going down of the sun. 13So Josh- 
ua defeated Amalek and his people with 
the edge of the sword. 

4Then the LorD said to Moses, o“Write 
this for a memorial in the book and recount 
it in the hearing of Joshua, that "I will ut- 
terly blot out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under heaven.” And Moses built an 
altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-My- 
Banner;* !6for he said, “Because the LORD 
has ssworn: the LORD will have war with 
Amalek from generation to generation.” 


Jethro’s Advice 
1 8 And ¢Jethro, the priest of Midian, 
Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that 
bGod had done for Moses and for Israel His 
people—that the LoRD had brought Israel 
out of Egypt. 2Then Jethro, Moses’ father- 
in-law, took ¢Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after 
he had sent her back, with her “two sons, 
of whom the name of one was Gershom 
(for he said, e“I have been a stranger in a 
foreign land”)* 4and the name of the other 
was Eliezer* (for he said, “The God of my 
father was my ‘help, and delivered me from 
the sword of Pharaoh”); 5and Jethro, Mo- 
ses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and 
his wife to Moses in the wilderness, where 
he was encamped at £the mountain of God. 
6Now he had said to Moses, “I, your father- 
in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your 
wife and her two sons with her.” 
7So Moses "went out to meet his father- 
in-law, bowed down, and ‘kissed him. 
And they asked each other about their 
well-being, and they went into the tent. 


*17:7 Literally Tempted ¢ Literally Contention 
*17;15 Hebrew YHWH Nissi * 18:3 Compare 
Exodus 2:22 *18:4 Literally My God Is Help 


17:7 Is the LorD among us. The people had seen 
God's power in the plagues, the Exodus, the crossing 
of the Red Sea, and the provision of manna. Every day 
they saw the pillar of His presence. We can wonder at 
their lack of faith until we look at our own weakness. 
17:8 Amalek. The people of Amalek were descen- 
dants of Esau, and thus relatives of the Hebrews (Gen. 
36:12). Their attack on Israel was unprovoked. The 
Israelites—and the Lord—regarded this attack as 
particularly heinous (vv. 14-16). 

17:14 Write this. Some people allege that the first 
five books of the Old Testament were not actually 
written down until centuries after Moses’ death. 
Others concede that Moses may have written cer- 
tain small sections, such as the one to which this 
verse seems to refer (24:4). However, strong tradi- 
tion supports the assertion that Moses really wrote 
all of the first five books (except for the account 
of his own death); ancient Jews, including Jesus, 
referred to this portion of the Scripture as “the books 
of Moses.” 

17:16 the Lorp has sworn. This Hebrew phrase is 
somewhat obscure, but appears to mean “Surely 
there is a hand on the throne of the Lorb.” In this 


phraseology, the Creator of the universe is pictured 
as seated on His throne while raising His hand in a 
solemn oath. It is a fearful thing for the wicked to fall 
into the hands of the just and righteous Judge of the 
universe. 

18:6 her two sons. Zipporah’s two sons stayed with 
Moses and became part of the families of Israel. How- 
ever, the subsequent history of the family of Gershom 
involved a return to idols and inappropriate priest- 
hood (Judg. 18:30). 

18:7 bowed down, and kissed him. The ancient 
Middle Eastern acts of bowing and kissing were not 
acts of worship, but signs of respect and reminders of 
obligations between two people. 
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8And Moses told his father-in-law all that 
the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the 
Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship 
that had come upon them on the way, and 
how the LorD had idelivered them. 9Then 
Jethro rejoiced for all the good which the 
LorRD had done for Israel, whom He had 
delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 
10And Jethro said, '“Blessed be the LORD, 
who has delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh, 
and who has delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians. UNow I 
know that the LORD is greater than all the 
gods; "for in the very thing in which they 
behaved proudly, He was above them.” 
122Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took* 
a burnt offering and other sacrifices to 
offer to God. And Aaron came with all the 
elders of Israel ¢to eat bread with Moses’ 
father-in-law before God. 

13A nd so it was, on the next day, that Mo- 
ses "sat to judge the people; and the people 
stood before Moses from morning until 
evening. 4So when Moses’ father-in-law 
saw all that he did for the people, he said, 
“What is this thing that you are doing for 
the people? Why do you alone sit, and all 
the people stand before you from morning 
until evening?” 

15And Moses said to his father-in-law, 
“Because sthe people come to me to inquire 
of God. 16When they have ‘a difficulty, they 
come to me, and I judge between one and 
another; and I make known the statutes of 
God and His laws.” 

17S0 Moses’ father-in-law said to him, 
“The thing that you do is not good. !8Both 
you and these people who are with you 
will surely wear yourselves out. For this 
thing is too much for you; “you are not able 
to perform it by yourself. Listen now to 
my voice; I will give you counsel, and God 
will be with you: Stand vbefore God for the 
people, so that you may “bring the diffi- 
culties to God. 20And you shall xteach them 
the statutes and the laws, and show them 
the way in which they must walk and the 
work they must do. 2!Moreover you shall 
select from all the people Zable men, such 
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as “fear God, >men of truth, ‘hating cov- 
etousness; and place such over them to be 
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 22And let 
them judge the people at all times. ¢Then it 
will be that every great matter they shall 
bring to you, but every small matter they 
themselves shall judge. So it will be easi- 
er for you, for ¢they will bear the burden 
with you. 23If you do this thing, and God 
so commands you, then you will be able to 
endure, and all this people will also go to 
their ‘place in peace.” 

24So Moses heeded the voice of his 
father-in-law and did all that he had said. 
25 And Moses chose able men out of all Is- 
rael, and made them heads over the people: 
rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 26So 
they judged the people at all times; the 
hhard cases they brought to Moses, but 
they judged every small case themselves. 

27Then Moses let his father-in-law de- 
part, and ‘he went his way to his own land. 


Israel at Mount Sinai 
1 In the third month after the children 
of Israel had gone out of the land of 
Egypt, on the same day, “they came to 
the Wilderness of Sinai. 2For they had de- 
parted from >Rephidim, had come to the 
Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 
wilderness. So Israel camped there before 
cthe mountain. 
3And ¢Moses went up to God, and the 
LORD ecalled to him from the mountain, 
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of 
Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4/“You 
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how £I bore you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to Myself. 5Now "therefore, if 
you will indeed obey My voice and ‘keep 
My covenant, then ‘you shall be a special 
treasure to Me above all people; for all the 
earth is Mine. 6And you shall be to Mea 
‘kingdom of priests and a “holy nation.’ 


* 18:12 Following Masoretic Text and Septuagint; 
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read offered. 


18:11 Now | know that the Lorp is greater. Jethro's 
words imply that he had once regarded the Lord as 
one among many gods, or perhaps as the principal 
deity over the lesser. Here he declares full faith in God 
as the supreme Deity. 

18:21 covetousness. Jethro’s five qualifications for 
judges are similar to the qualifications for elders in the 
New Testament (1 Tim. 3:1-13). In particular, the men 
recommended by Jethro were to be God-fearing and 
haters of dishonesty. As such they would not be sus- 
ceptible to bribery, and justice would not be perverted. 
God takes no bribes (Deut. 10:17), so neither must a 
judge. A bribe blinds the eyes. Human justice must 
reflect divine justice, which is impartial (Rom. 2:11). 
19:5-8 God Gives His Covenant—The covenant 
with Moses is the second covenant that pertains to 
the rule of God. It is different than the Abrahamic 


covenant in that it is conditional. It is introduced 
by the conditional formula “if you will indeed obey 
My voice ... you shall be a special treasure to Me.” 
This covenant was given to the nation Israel so 
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These are the words which you shall speak 
to the children of Israel.” 

7So Moses came and called for the 
nelders of the people, and laid before them 
all these words which the LORD command- 
ed him. 8Then °all the people answered 
together and said, “All that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back 
the words of the people to the LORD. 9And 
the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I come 
to you Pin the thick cloud, “that the people 
may hear when I speak with you, and be- 
lieve you forever.” 

So Moses told the words of the people 
to the LORD. 

10Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to 
the people and "consecrate them today and 
tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes. 
11And let them be ready for the third day. 
For on the third day the LORD will come 
down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of 
all the people. 12 You shall set bounds for 
the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed 
to yourselves that you do not go up to 
the mountain or touch its base. sWhoever 
touches the mountain shall surely be put 
to death. !8Not a hand shall touch him, but 
he shall surely be stoned or shot with an 
arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not 
live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they 
shall come near the mountain.” 

14So0 Moses went down from the moun- 
tain to the people and sanctified the peo- 
ple, and they washed their clothes. 5And 
he said to the people, “Be ready for the third 
day; tdo not come near your wives.” 

16Then it came to pass on the third day, 
in the morning, that there were “thunder- 
ings and lightnings, and a thick cloud on 
the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet 
was very loud, so that all the people who 
were in the camp “trembled. !7And wMoses 


brought the people out of the camp to meet 
with God, and they stood at the foot of 
the mountain. 18Now xMount Sinai was 
completely in smoke, because the LORD 
descended upon vit in fire. zIts smoke as- 
cended like the smoke of a furnace, and the 
awhole mountain* quaked greatly. 19And 
when the blast of the trumpet sounded long 
and became louder and louder, "Moses 
spoke, and God answered him by voice. 
20Then the LORD came down upon Mount 
Sinai, on the top of the mountain. And the 
LORD called Moses to the top of the moun- 
tain, and Moses went up. 

21And the LorD said to Moses, “Go 
down and warn the people, lest they break 
through ¢to gaze at the LORD, and many 
of them perish. 22Also let the ¢priests who 
come near the LORD fconsecrate them- 
selves, lest the LORD £break out against 
them.” 

23But Moses said to the LORD, “The peo- 
ple cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You 
warned us, saying, ’‘Set bounds around 
the mountain and consecrate it.’” 

24Then the LORD said to him, “Away! 
Get down and then come up, you and Aar- 
on with you. But do not let the priests and 
the people break through to come up to the 
LORD, lest He break out against them.” 25So 
Moses went down to the people and spoke 
to them. 


The Ten Commandments 
2 And God spoke all these words, 
saying: 
2 b“T amthe LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, cout of 
the house of bondage. 


* 19:18 Septuagint reads all the people. 


that those who believed God’s promises given to 
Abraham in the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12:1—3) 
would know how they should live. The Mosaic cov- 
enant in its entirety governs three areas of their lives: 
(1) the commandments governed their personal 
lives (Ex. 20:1-26); (2) the law governed their social 
lives particularly as they related to one another (Ex. 
21:1—24:11); and (3) the ordinances governed their 
religious lives so that the people would know how 
to approach God (Ex. 24:12—31:18). The Mosaic cov- 
enant did not replace the Abrahamic covenant. It 
was added alongside the Abrahamic covenant so 
that the people of Israel would know how to live until 
“the Seed,” Christ, comes and makes the complete 
and perfect sacrifice. The Mosaic covenant was never 
given so that by keeping it people could be saved, 
but so that they might realize that they cannot do 
what God wants, even when God writes it down on 
stone tablets. The law was given that man might 
realize that he is helpless and that his only hope is 
to receive the righteousness of God by faith in Jesus 
(Gal. 3:17-24). 

19:16 the sound of the trumpet was very loud. 
Amazingly, one of the heavenly visitors played the 
trumpet rather than someone in the camp of Israel 


(compare ls. 27:13; 1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:16). No won- 
der they trembled (20:18-19). 

19:18 the Lorp descended. Even though we know 
God is everywhere, language such as this gives us a 
greater appreciation of His merciful grace. 

20:1 And God spoke. The following words of God are 
known as the law of Moses, but this is only because 
they were delivered to the people from God through 
Moses, not because Moses invented them. 

20:1-17 The Ten Commandments—The first four 
Commandments (20:1-11) lay out the basics of the 
relationship with God. God is not a mere abstraction 
or figment of imagination. He is the God who spoke 
dramatically to the patriarchs and continues to speak 
to us. Our responsibility is to have a relationship with 
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3 d“You shall have no other gods be- 
fore Me. 

4 e“You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image—any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, 
or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth; 
5fyou shall not bow down to them 
nor serve them. £For I, the LORD 
your God, am a jealous God, visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and fourth 
generations of those who hate Me, 
6but ‘showing mercy to thousands, 
to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments. 

7 j*You shall not take the name of the 
LORD your God in vain, for the LORD 
kwill not hold him guiltless who 
takes His name in vain. 

8 Il“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. 9”Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work, !but the "seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the LORD your 
God. In it you shall do no work: you, 
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nor your son, nor your daughter, nor 
your male servant, nor your female 
servant, nor your cattle, °nor your 
stranger who is within your gates. 
For Pin six days the LORD made 
the heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested 
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 
blessed the Sabbath day and hal- 
lowed it. 

12 a“Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be "long upon 
the land which the LORD your God 
is giving you. 

13 s“You shall not murder. 

14 t“You shall not commit “adultery. 

15 v“You shall not steal. 

16w“You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor. 

17 x“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; Yyou shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, nor his male ser- 
vant, nor his female servant, nor his 
ox, nor his donkey, nor anything 
that is your neighbor’s.” 


Him whereby we explicitly recognize Him, listen to 
what He says and then obey. What He wants isn’t 
all that complicated. He is the Creator and Master 
of the world, as we know it. Any view of God that 
makes Him less, falls short of what is required to 
make the relationship between God and man work. 
For example if God is not the creator and sustainer of 
the world, then the perspective of Genesis 1:28 and 
our responsibility as stewards of His creation don’t 
make much sense. 

The last six Commandments (20:12-17) give 
us the basics for living—with our families, our 
neighbors and our communities. Disregarding and 
disobeying any of these commands leads to the 
breakdown and possible destruction of those rela- 
tionships. The relationship between a parent and 
a child can only go downhill if the basic respect for 
the parent has not been created and maintained. 
Adultery clearly has enormous potential to destroy 
a marriage because it creates distrust where trust 
should be. Trust is one of the foundational blocks of 
the marriage relationship. 

While many would like to say that these Command- 
ments are limiting, confining and outdated, in reality, 
they provide the basis for a society to function harmo- 
niously. Only when a culture places limits on itself, is it 
able to prosper. Followed correctly, these Command- 
ments provide safety and freedom, the same way a 
fish functions best within the confines of water. In the 
water it lives and prospers. On land it dies. 

20:3 no other gods. God is not to be viewed as one 
god among many, or even as the highest among 
many. He is the one and only. 

20:4 not make... any likeness. This command has 
often been misunderstood as a prohibition against 
all kinds of art. In fact, God used many “likenesses” of 
created things to beautify His tabernacle, including 
carved images and woven pictures. The prohibition 
was not against art, but against attempting to “pic- 
ture” God. Any statue, icon, painting, or image of any 
sort which is meant to be a representation of God 
can only detract from His glory. God does not want 


His people to worship a picture of “what He might 
look like,” He wants all our worship for Himself alone. 
20:5 a jealous God. |n other words, He has a zeal for 
the truth that He alone is God, and He is jealous of 
any rivals. 

20:6 showing mercy to thousands. The contrast- 
ing of the phrases “third and fourth generations” (v. 
5) with “thousands” demonstrates that God’s mercy 
is greater than His wrath. The lingering effects of 
righteousness will last far longer than the lingering 
effects of wrath. 

20:7 in vain. Using God’s name in vain is trivializ- 
ing His name by regarding it as insignificant, trying 
to advance evil purposes by coaxing God to violate 
His character and purposes, or even simply using 
it thoughtlessly, without any attempt to realize of 
whom we are speaking. 

20:8-11 Remember the Sabbath day. The word 
Sabbath means “rest.” The command to rest and 
remember the Lord on the seventh day goes back to 
the pattern set at the time of creation (Gen. 2:2-3). 
20:12 Honor your father and your mother. The term 
“honor” means “to treat with significance.” Many 
times we equate “honor” with “obey,” but in fact the 
two are not synonyms. Adult children or children of 
ungodly parents can find ways to honor when they 
cannot in good conscience obey. 

20:14 adultery. God regards the sanctity of marriage 
as a sacred trust similar to the sanctity of life (v. 13). 
The marriage relationship is a symbol of God's faith- 
fulness to us. 

20:16 false witness. This command is an essential 
foundation for a just and effective judicial system. 
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The People Afraid of God's 
Presence 

18Now Zall the people “witnessed the 
thunderings, the lightning flashes, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain 
bsmoking; and when the people saw it, 
they trembled and stood afar off. 19Then 
they said to Moses, “You speak with us, 
and we will hear; but “let not God speak 
with us, lest we die.” 

20And Moses said to the people, e“Do 
not fear; ffor God has come to test you, and 
sthat His fear may be before you, so that 
you may not sin.” 21So the people stood afar 
off, but Moses drew near "the thick dark- 
ness where God was. 


The Law of the Altar 

22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Thus 
you shall say to the children of Israel: “You 
have seen that I have talked with you ‘from 
heaven. 23 You shall not make anything to 
be iwith Me—gods of silver or gods of gold 
you shall not make for yourselves. 24An al- 
tar of ?earth you shall make for Me, and you 
shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and 
your peace offerings, 'your sheep and your 
oxen. In every “place where I record My 
name I will come to you, and I will "bless 
you. And °if you make Me an altar of 
stone, you shall not build it of hewn stone; 
for if you Puse your tool on it, you have pro- 
faned it. 26Nor shall you go up by steps to 
My altar, that your 7nakedness may not be 
exposed on it,’ 


The Law Concerning Servants 
?1 “Now these are the judgments which 
you shall 4set before them: 2If you 
buy a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six 
years; and in the seventh he shall go out 
free and pay nothing. 3If he comes in by 
himself, he shall go out by himself; if he 
comes in married, then his wife shall go 
out with him. 4If his master has given hima 
wife, and she has borne him sons or daugh- 
ters, the wife and her children shall be her 
master’s, and he shall go out by himself. 
5cBut if the servant plainly says, ‘I love my 


master, my wife, and my children; I will not 
go out free,’ then his master shall bring 
him to the “judges. He shall also bring him 
to the door, or to the doorpost, and his mas- 
ter shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he 
shall serve him forever. 

7“And if a man esells his daughter to be 
a female slave, she shall not go out as the 
male slaves do. 8If she does not please her 
master, who has betrothed her to himself, 
then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall 
have no right to sell her to a foreign peo- 
ple, since he has dealt deceitfully with her. 
9And if he has betrothed her to his son, he 
shall deal with her according to the custom 
of daughters. 10If he takes another wife, he 
shall not diminish her food, her clothing, 
fand her marriage rights. And if he does 
not do these three for her, then she shall go 
out free, without paying money. 


The Law Concerning Violence 

12s“He who strikes a man so that he dies 
shall surely be put to death. However, “if 
he did not lie in wait, but God ‘delivered 
him into his hand, then ‘I will appoint for 
you a place where he may flee. 

4“But if a man acts with kpremeditation 
against his neighbor, to kill him by treach- 
ery, ‘you shall take him from My altar, that 
he may die. 

15“And he who strikes his father or his 
mother shall surely be put to death. 

16m“He who kidnaps a man and "sells 
him, or if he is °found in his hand, shall 
surely be put to death. 

17“And Phe who curses his father or his 
mother shall surely be put to death. 

18“Tf men contend with each other, and 
one strikes the other with a stone or with 
his fist, and he does not die but is confined 
to his bed, !%if he rises again and walks 
about outside ¢with his staff, then he who 
struck him shall be acquitted. He shall only 
pay for the loss of his time, and shall pro- 
vide for him to be thoroughly healed. 

20“A nd if a man beats his male or female 
servant with a rod, so that he dies under his 
hand, he shall surely be punished. 21!Not- 
withstanding, if he remains alive a day or 


20:20 His fear. God did not want His people to live 
in terror of Him, as though He were an irrational, 
uncontrolled, violent force, ready to be unleashed on 
innocent people without provocation. Rather, God 
wanted His people to respect the obvious hazards 
of wanton sin. Appropriate fear of God in this sense 
would make them circumspect, reverent, obedient, 
and worshipful, so that they might not sin. 

20:26 your nakedness. The pagan worship of the 
Canaanites involved sexually perverse acts. Nothing 
obscene or unseemly was permitted in the pure wor- 
ship of the living God. 

21:1 the judgments. Also translated “ordinances,” 
this word describes God's response to a specific 
action, something like an umpire’s call. The judg- 
ments of God set forth here are responses to specific 


situations; the Ten Commandments are more general 
aws, a code for living rather than a response to a cer- 
tain problem. 
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two, he shall not be punished; for he is his 
"property. 

22“Tf men fight, and hurt a woman with 
child, so that she gives birth prematurely, 
yet no harm follows, he shall surely be pun- 
ished accordingly as the woman’s husband 
imposes on him; and he shall spay as the 
judges determine. 28But if any harm fol- 
lows, then you shall give life for life, 24teye 
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot 
for foot, 25burn for burn, wound for wound, 
stripe for stripe. 

26“Tf a man strikes the eye of his male or 
female servant, and destroys it, he shall let 
him go free for the sake of his eye. 27And 
if he knocks out the tooth of his male or 
female servant, he shall let him go free for 
the sake of his tooth. 


Animal Control Laws 

28“Tf an ox gores a man or a woman to 
death, then “the ox shall surely be stoned, 
and its flesh shall not be eaten; but the 
owner of the ox shall be acquitted. 29But 
if the ox tended to thrust with its horn in 
times past, and it has been made known to 
his owner, and he has not kept it confined, 
so that it has killed a man or a woman, 
the ox shall be stoned and its owner also 
shall be put to death. 3°If there is imposed 
on him a sum of money, then he shall pay 
vto redeem his life, whatever is imposed on 
him. 3!Whether it has gored a son or gored 
a daughter, according to this judgment it 
shall be done to him. 32If the ox gores a 
male or female servant, he shall give to 
their master thirty shekels of silver, and 
the xox shall be stoned. 

33“And if a man opens a pit, or if a man 
digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox 
or a donkey falls in it, 34the owner of the pit 
shall make it good; he shall give money to 
their owner, but the dead animal shall be his. 

35“Tf one man’s ox hurts another’s, so 
that it dies, then they shall sell the live 
ox and divide the money from it; and the 
dead ox they shall also divide. 36Or if it was 
known that the ox tended to thrust in time 
past, and its owner has not kept it confined, 
he shall surely pay ox for ox, and the dead 
animal shall be his own. 


Responsibility for Property 
22 “Tf a man steals an ox or a sheep, 
and slaughters it or sells it, he shall 


Exodus 22:16 @ 85 


arestore five oxen for an ox and four sheep 
for a sheep. 2If the thief is found breaking 
in, and he is struck so that he dies, there 
shall be ‘no guilt for his bloodshed. If the 
sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt 
for his bloodshed. He should make full res- 
titution; if he has nothing, then he shall be 
dsold for his theft. 4If the theft is certainly 
efound alive in his hand, whether it is an ox 
or donkey or sheep, he shall frestore double. 

5“If a man causes a field or vineyard to 
be grazed, and lets loose his animal, and it 
feeds in another man’s field, he shall make 
restitution from the best of his own field 
and the best of his own vineyard. 

6“Tf fire breaks out and catches in thorns, 
so that stacked grain, standing grain, or 
the field is consumed, he who kindled the 
fire shall surely make restitution. 

7“Tf aman £delivers to his neighbor mon- 
ey or articles to keep, and it is stolen out 
of the man’s house, “if the thief is found, 
he shall pay double. 8If the thief is not 
found, then the master of the house shall 
be brought to the ‘judges to see whether he 
has put his hand into his neighbor’s goods. 

9“For any kind of trespass, whether it 
concerns an ox, a donkey, a sheep, or cloth- 
ing, or for any kind of lost thing which an- 
other claims to be his, the icause of both 
parties shall come before the judges; and 
whomever the judges condemn shall pay 
double to his neighbor. !If a man delivers 
to his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, 
or any animal to keep, and it dies, is hurt, 
or driven away, no one seeing it, !!then an 
koath of the LORD shall be between them 
both, that he has not put his hand into his 
neighbor’s goods; and the owner of it shall 
accept that, and he shall not make it good. 
12But lif, in fact, it is stolen from him, he 
shall make restitution to the owner of it. 3If 
itis ™torn to pieces by a beast, thenhe shall 
bring it as evidence, and he shall not make 
good what was torn. 

4“And if a man borrows anything from 
his neighbor, and it becomes injured or 
dies, the owner of it not being with it, he 
shall surely make it good. If its owner 
was with it, he shall not make it good; if it 
was hired, it came for its hire. 


Moral and Ceremonial Principles 
16n“Tf a man entices a virgin who is not 
betrothed, and lies with her, he shall surely 


21:24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth. Here we encoun- 
ter the best known statement of the “law of retalia- 
tion.” The idea here is not to foster revenge, but to 
curtail it. The natural, sinful human response is “a 
head for an eye, a jaw for a tooth, an arm for a hand.” 
This law says “no more than eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth.” 

22:1-4 the sun has risen on him. There is a differ- 
ence between struggling with an intruder at the 
moment when he is caught red-handed, and hunting 
him up in order to kill him later on. The law made a 


distinction between self-defense and murder as 
retaliation. 
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pay the bride-price for her to be his wife. 
I7If her father utterly refuses to give her to 
him, he shall pay money according to the 
obride-price of virgins. 

18»“You shall not permit a sorceress to 
live. 

19a“Whoever lies with an animal shall 
surely be put to death. 

20r“He who sacrifices to any god, except 
to the LORD only, he shall be utterly de- 
stroyed. 

21s“You shall neither mistreat a stranger 
nor oppress him, for you were strangers in 
the land of Egypt. 

22t“You shall not afflict any widow or fa- 
therless child. 23If you afflict them in any 
way, and they “cry at all to Me, I will sure- 
ly vhear their cry; 24and My wwrath will 
become hot, and I will kill you with the 
sword; xyour wives shall be widows, and 
your children fatherless. 

25y“Tf you lend money to any of My peo- 
ple who are poor among you, you shall not 
be like a moneylender to him; you shall not 
charge him Zinterest. 26«If you ever take 
your neighbor’s garment as a pledge, you 
shall return it to him before the sun goes 
down. 27For that is his only covering, it is 
his garment for his skin. What will he sleep 
in? And it will be that when he cries to Me, 
I will hear, for I am »gracious. 

28c“You shall not revile God, nor curse a 
druler of your people. 

29°You shall not delay to offer ¢the first 
of your ripe produce and your juices. ‘The 
firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me. 
30sLikewise you shall do with your oxen 
and your sheep. It shall be with its mother 
hseven days; on the eighth day you shall 
give it to Me. 

31“And you shall be ‘holy men to Me: ‘you 
shall not eat meat torn by beasts in the 
field; you shall throw it to the dogs. 


Justice for All 

2 3 “You 4shall not circulate a false report. 
Do not put your hand with the wicked 

to be an unrighteous witness. 2©You shall 

not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you 

testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after 


many to pervert justice. 3 You shall not show 
partiality to a ¢poor man in his dispute. 

4f“Tf you meet your enemy’s ox or his 
donkey going astray, you shall surely bring 
it back to him again. 5sIf you see the don- 
key of one who hates you lying under its 
burden, and you would refrain from help- 
ing it, you shall surely help him with it. 

6h“You shall not pervert the judgment of 
your poor in his dispute. 7‘Keep yourself far 
from a false matter; ido not kill the inno- 
cent and righteous. For I will not justify 
the wicked. 8And 'you "shall take no bribe, 
for a bribe blinds the discerning and per- 
verts the words of the righteous. 

§“Also you shall not oppress a stranger, 
for you know the heart of a stranger, be- 
cause you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt. 


The Law of Sabbaths 


10n“Six years you shall sow your land 
and gather in its produce, !!but the seventh 
year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that 
the poor of your people may eat; and what 
they leave, the beasts of the field may eat. 
In like manner you shall do with your vine- 
yard and your olive grove. !20Six days you 
shall do your work, and on the seventh day 
you shall rest, that your ox and your don- 
key may rest, and the son of your female 
servant and the stranger may be refreshed. 

13“And in all that I have said to you, Pbe 
circumspect and “make no mention of the 
name of other gods, nor let it be heard from 
your mouth. 


Three Annual Feasts 

14r“Three times you shall keep a feast to 
Me in the year: 15sYou shall keep the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread (you shall eat unleav- 
ened bread seven days, as I commanded 
you, at the time appointed in the month of 
Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt; ‘none 
shall appear before Me empty); !6“and vthe 
Feast of Harvest, the firstfruits of your la- 
bors which you have sown in the field; and 
the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the 
year, when you have gathered in the fruit 
of your labors from the field. 


22:18 You shall not permit a sorceress to live. The 
Bible does not record any executions of sorcerers or 
sorceresses, but it does recount the deadly conse- 
quences of false worship (ch. 32; Num. 25). 

23:1 false report. Malicious talk is everywhere con- 
demned in Scripture (see James 3:1-12). 

23:3 show partiality to a poor man. God's sup- 
port of the poor did not overrule His justice. Here 
God anticipated that some would use poverty as an 
excuse for greedy, even criminal activity. 

23:11 rest and lie fallow. Letting the land rest 
allowed the poor to glean any produce that might 
grow during the fallow year. It also gave the land time 
to rejuvenate for greater productivity in subsequent 
years. The year of rest was an act of faith, for the Isra- 
elites would have to trust God to meet their needs. 
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l7w“Three times in the year all your 
males shall appear before the Lord Gop.* 

18x“You shall not offer the blood of My 
sacrifice with Yleavened bread; nor shall 
the fat of My sacrifice remain until morn- 
ing. 192The first of the firstfruits of your 
land you shall bring into the house of the 
LORD your God. ¢You shall not boil a young 
goat in its mother’s milk. 


The Angel and the Promises 

20b“Behold, I send an Angel before you 
to keep you in the way and to bring you 
into the place which I have prepared. 2!Be- 
ware of Him and obey His voice; ‘do not 
provoke Him, for He will ¢not pardon your 
transgressions; for -My name is in Him. 
22But if you indeed obey His voice and do 
all that I speak, then ‘I will be an enemy 
to your enemies and an adversary to your 
adversaries. 232For My Angel will go before 
you and "bring you in to the Amorites and 
the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Ca- 
naanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; 
and I will cut them off. 24 You shall not ‘bow 
down to their gods, nor serve them, ‘nor do 
according to their works; *but you shall ut- 
terly overthrow them and completely break 
down their sacred pillars. 

25“So you shall 'serve the LORD your 
God, and "He will bless your bread and 
your water. And "I will take sickness away 
from the midst of you. 26°No one shall suf- 
fer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I 
will >fulfill the number of your days. 

27“T will send ¢My fear before you, I will 
rcause confusion among all the people to 
whom you come, and will make all your 
enemies turn their backs to you. 28And s] 
will send hornets before you, which shall 
drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the 
Hittite from before you. 29'I will not drive 
them out from before you in one year, lest 
the land become desolate and the beasts 
of the field become too numerous for you. 
30Little by little I will drive them out from 
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before you, until you have increased, and 
you inherit the land. 3!And “I will set your 
bounds from the Red Sea to the sea, Phi- 
listia, and from the desert to the River.* 
For I will vdeliver the inhabitants of the 
land into your hand, and you shall drive 
them out before you. 32” You shall make no 
covenant with them, nor with their gods. 
33They shall not dwell in your land, lest 
they make you sin against Me. For if you 
serve their gods, it will surely be a snare 
to you.” 


Israel Affirms the Covenant 
24 Now He said to Moses, “Come up to 
the LORD, you and Aaron, “Nadab 

and Abihu, »and seventy of the elders of Is- 
rael, and worship from afar. 2And Moses 
alone shall come near the LORD, but they 
shall not come near; nor shall the people 
go up with him.” 

3So Moses came and told the people all 
the words of the LORD and all the judg- 
ments. And all the people answered with 
one voice and said, ““All the words which 
the LORD has said we will do.” 4And Moses 
dwrote all the words of the LORD. And he 
rose early in the morning, and built an al- 
tar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve 
epillars according to the twelve tribes of Is- 
rael. 5Then he sent young men of the chil- 
dren of Israel, who offered fburnt offerings 
and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to 
the LORD. And Moses £took half the blood 
and put it in basins, and half the blood he 
sprinkled on the altar. 7Then he "took the 
Book of the Covenant and read in the hear- 
ing of the people. And they said, “All that 
the LorD has said we will do, and be obedi- 
ent.” 8And Moses took the blood, sprinkled 
it on the people, and said, “This is ‘the blood 
of the covenant which the LORD has made 
with you according to all these words.” 


* 23:17 Hebrew YHWH, usually translated LORD 
* 23:31 Hebrew Nahar, the Euphrates 


23:17 Lord Gop. Here two names for God, Adonai 
(translated as Lord), and Yahweh (translated as Gob), 
are used together. This expression emphasizes God's 
sovereignty. 

23:20 Angel. The statement “My name is in Him” 
(v. 21) shows that this messenger is the Angel of the 
Lord, who is none other than God Himself; with the 
promise of His presence and protection comes the 
warning “obey His voice,” for the Lord is a holy God 
who cannot dwell in the presence of sin. Obedience 
is the evidence of reality of the covenant relationship. 
The Angel of the Lord “encamps all around those who 
fear Him” (Ps. 34:7). 

23:26 suffer miscarriage or be barren. God 
reminded His people that He was the one who con- 
trolled reproduction—not the fertility cults of the 
pagan Canaanites. 

24:6 blood. This blood anticipated the death of 
the coming Messiah, Jesus. His blood could do 
what the blood of bulls and goats could never 
accomplish; His death opened the way for direct 


communication with God (12:7; Rom. 3:23—26; Heb. 
10:4,10). 

24:8 the blood of the covenant. Just as their houses 
were protected from the Passover by the sign of 
blood (ch. 12), now the people were brought into a 
covenant relationship with the Lord with a sign of 
blood. This is a picture of our own relationship with 
God, brought about by the blood of Jesus (1 Pet. 1:2). 
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On the Mountain with God 

9Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Na- 
dab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel, and they ‘saw the God of Israel. 
And there was under His feet as it were a 
paved work of *sapphire stone, and it was 
like the 'very heavens in its clarity. But on 
the nobles of the children of Israel He "did 
not lay His hand. So "they saw God, and 
they °ate and drank. 

122Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come 
up to Me on the mountain and be there; and 
I will give you “tablets of stone, and the law 
and commandments which I have written, 
that you may teach them.” 

13S0 Moses arose with "his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up to the mountain 
of God. 4And he said to the elders, “Wait 
here for us until we come back to you. In- 
deed, Aaron and sHur are with you. If any 
man has a difficulty, let him go to them.” 
15Then Moses went up into the mountain, 
and ta cloud covered the mountain. 

16Now the glory of the LORD rested on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six 
days. And on the seventh day He called to 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. !17The 
sight of the glory of the LORD was like va 
consuming fire on the top of the mountain 
in the eyes of the children of Israel. 18So 
Moses went into the midst of the cloud and 
went up into the mountain. And wMoses 
was on the mountain forty days and forty 
nights. 


Offerings for the Sanctuary 
2 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 2“Speak to the children of Is- 
rael, that they bring Me an offering. ¢From 
everyone who gives it willingly with his 
heart you shall take My offering. 3And 
this is the offering which you shall take 
from them: gold, silver, and bronze; 4blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and 
goats’ hair; 5ram skins dyed red, badger 


skins, and acacia wood; ®*oil for the light, 
and ¢spices for the anointing oil and for the 
sweet incense; 7onyx stones, and stones to 
be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. 
8And let them make Me a &sanctuary, that 
fl may dwell among them. 9According to 
all that I show you, that is, the pattern of 
the tabernacle and the pattern of all its fur- 
nishings, just so you shall make it. 


The Ark of the Testimony 

10s“A nd they shall make an ark of aca- 
cia wood; two and a half cubits shall be its 
length, a cubit and a half its width, anda 
cubit and a half its height. !And you shall 
overlay it with pure gold, inside and out 
you shall overlay it, and shall make on it 
a molding of "gold all around. !2 You shall 
cast four rings of gold for it, and put them 
in its four corners; two rings shall be on 
one side, and two rings on the other side. 
13And you shall make poles of acacia wood, 
and overlay them with gold. !4You shall put 
the poles into the rings on the sides of the 
ark, that the ark may be carried by them. 
15iThe poles shall be in the rings of the ark; 
they shall not be taken from it. 16And you 
shall put into the ark ithe Testimony which 
I will give you. 

17k“You shall make a mercy seat of 
pure gold; two and a half cubits shall be 
its length and a cubit and a half its width. 
18And you shall make two cherubim of 
gold; of hammered work you shall make 
them at the two ends of the mercy seat. 
19Make one cherub at one end, and the oth- 
er cherub at the other end; you shall make 
the cherubim at the two ends of it of one 
piece with the mercy seat. 20And 'the cher- 
ubim shall stretch out their wings above, 
covering the mercy seat with their wings, 
and they shall face one another; the faces 
of the cherubim shall be toward the mer- 
cy seat. 21mYou shall put the mercy seat on 
top of the ark, and “in the ark you shall put 


24:9-17 God of Israel. This vision of God was a great 
privilege. The elders of the people saw God standing 
on a structure resembling a transparent sapphire 
platform, which emphasized His grandeur. Blue 
was one of the colors favored by some members of 
ancient Near Eastern royalty. God’s glory is the man- 
ifestation of all His divine characteristics, including 
power and holiness, which for Israel were repre- 
sented by the billowing consuming fire (Heb. 12:29). 
24:12 Come up to Me. Only Moses could draw near to 
God at that time. Today, we are all called to draw near 
to God through Jesus (see Heb. 4:14—16). 

25:2 everyone who gives it willingly. God does not 
need the gifts of His people, but He desires us to give 
to Him as an expression of true worship. 

25:9 the pattern. The language of these verses sug- 
gests that there is a heavenly pattern that the earthly 
tabernacle was designed to resemble (see v. 40; 
26:30; 27:8; Acts 7:44; Heb. 8:5). 

25:10 ark. In contrast to the idolatry of Israel’s neigh- 
bors, the shrine of the living God had no likeness or 


idol of any sort (20:2-6). cubit. This measurement 
was represented by the length of a man’s arm from 
elbow to extended middle finger. The commonly 
accepted estimate for the cubit is eighteen inches. 
Therefore, the ark was about four feet long and two 
and one quarter feet wide and high. 

25:17 mercy seat. This English phrase translates a 
Hebrew noun derived from the verb meaning “atone 
for,” “to cover over,” or “to make propitiation.” The 
mercy seat was the lid of the ark, the place where 
God's spirit rested. 
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the Testimony that I will give you. 22And 
othere I will meet with you, and I will speak 
with you from above the mercy seat, from 
Pbetween the two cherubim which are on 
the ark of the Testimony, about everything 
which I will give you in commandment to 
the children of Israel. 


The Table for the Showbread 


23a“You shall also make a table of acacia 
wood; two cubits shall be its length, a cubit 
its width, and a cubit and a half its height. 
24And you shall overlay it with pure gold, 
and make a molding of gold all around. 
25You shall make for it a frame of a hand- 
breadth all around, and you shall make 
a gold molding for the frame all around. 
26And you shall make for it four rings of 
gold, and put the rings on the four corners 
that are at its four legs. 27The rings shall 
be close to the frame, as holders for the 
poles to bear the table. 28And you shall 
make the poles of acacia wood, and over- 
lay them with gold, that the table may be 
carried with them. 29 You shall make ‘its 
dishes, its pans, its pitchers, and its bowls 
for pouring. You shall make them of pure 
gold. 30And you shall set the sshowbread on 
the table before Me always. 


The Gold Lampstand 

31t“You shall also make a lampstand of 
pure gold; the lampstand shall be of ham- 
mered work. Its shaft, its branches, its 
bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers 
shall be of one piece. 32And six branches 
shall come out of its sides: three branches 
of the lampstand out of one side, and three 
branches of the lampstand out of the oth- 
er side. 33uThree bowls shall be made like 
almond blossoms on one branch, with an 
ornamental knob and a flower, and three 
bowls made like almond blossoms on the 
other branch, with an ornamental knob 
and a flower—and so for the six branches 
that come out of the lampstand. 34vOn the 
lampstand itself four bowls shall be made 
like almond blossoms, each with its orna- 
mental knob and flower. *5And there shall 
be a knob under the first two branches of 
the same, a knob under the second two 
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branches of the same, and a knob under the 
third two branches of the same, according 
to the six branches that extend from the 
lampstand. 36Their knobs and their branch- 
es shall be of one piece; all of it shall be one 
hammered piece of pure gold. 37 You shall 
make seven lamps for it, and “they shall 
arrange its lamps so that they «give light 
in front of it. 38And its wick-trimmers and 
their trays shall be of pure gold. 3%It shall be 
made of a talent of pure gold, with all these 
utensils. 49And Ysee to it that you make 
them according to the pattern which was 
shown you on the mountain. 


The Tabernacle 
2 6 “Moreover ¢you shall make the taber- 
nacle with ten curtains of fine woven 
linen and blue, purple, and scarlet thread; 
with artistic designs of cherubim you shall 
weave them. 2The length of each curtain 
shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width 
of each curtain four cubits. And every one 
of the curtains shall have the same mea- 
surements. 3Five curtains shall be coupled 
to one another, and the other five curtains 
shall be coupled to one another. 4And you 
shall make loops of blue yarn on the edge of 
the curtain on the selvedge of one set, and 
likewise you shall do on the outer edge of 
the other curtain of the second set. 5Fifty 
loops you shall make in the one curtain, 
and fifty loops you shall make on the edge 
of the curtain that is on the end of the sec- 
ond set, that the loops may be clasped to one 
another. 6And you shall make fifty clasps of 
gold, and couple the curtains together with 
the clasps, so that it may be one tabernacle. 
7“You shall also make curtains of goats’ 
hair, to be a tent over the tabernacle. You 
shall make eleven curtains. 8The length 
of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and 
the width of each curtain four cubits; and 
the eleven curtains shall all have the same 
measurements. 9And you shall couple five 
curtains by themselves and six curtains by 
themselves, and you shall double over the 
sixth curtain at the forefront of the tent. 
10You shall make fifty loops on the edge 
of the curtain that is outermost in one set, 
and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain of 


25:22 | will meet with you. God dwells with His 
people in the space-time reality in which He created 
them, and communicates with them in the language 
with which He endowed them. He is not aloof and He 
is not silent. His words are an extension of Himself 
and reflect His nature. They are altogether pure and 
without blemish, and they are fully authoritative. At 
the same time, His words reach out to man and are 
rooted in love, issued from the mercy seat. He speaks 
them Himself or has them spoken by His authority. 
He preserves them. He writes them or has them writ- 
ten under His superintendence. God is the ultimate 
Author of His own Word. This Word is and remains His 
living and abiding Voice. 

25:29 pure gold. All of the implements for mak- 
ing bread were also to be costly and wonderfully 


designed to physically represent their holiness. They 
were “set apart” to God. 

25:30 the showbread. Twelve loaves represent- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel were placed in two 
rows with six loaves in each row (Lev. 24:5—9). It was 
called showbread because it was placed symbolically 
before the face of God. 

25:39 talent. A talent weighed about 75 pounds. 
26:1 tabernacle. The word tabernacle simply means 
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the second set. !!And you shall make fifty 
bronze clasps, put the clasps into the loops, 
and couple the tent together, that it may be 
one. 12The remnant that remains of the 
curtains of the tent, the half curtain that 
remains, shall hang over the back of the 
tabernacle. #3And a cubit on one side anda 
cubit on the other side, of what remains of 
the length of the curtains of the tent, shall 
hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on 
this side and on that side, to cover it. 

14c“You shall also make a covering of 
ram skins dyed red for the tent, and a cov- 
ering of badger skins above that. 

15“And for the tabernacle you shall 
dmake the boards of acacia wood, standing 
upright. 16Ten cubits shall be the length of 
a board, and a cubit and a half shall be the 
width of each board. !7Two tenons shall be 
in each board for binding one to another. 
Thus you shall make for all the boards of 
the tabernacle. !18And you shall make the 
boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards 
for the south side. 19 You shall make forty 
sockets of silver under the twenty boards: 
two sockets under each of the boards for 
its two tenons. 29And for the second side of 
the tabernacle, the north side, there shall 
be twenty boards 2!and their forty sockets 
of silver: two sockets under each of the 
boards. 22For the far side of the taberna- 
cle, westward, you shall make six boards. 
23nd you shall also make two boards for 
the two back corners of the tabernacle. 
24They shall be coupled together at the bot- 
tom and they shall be coupled together at 
the top by one ring. Thus it shall be for both 
of them. They shall be for the two corners. 
25So there shall be eight boards with their 
sockets of silver—sixteen sockets—two 
sockets under each of the boards. 

26“And you shall make bars of acacia 
wood: five for the boards on one side of the 
tabernacle, 27five bars for the boards on the 
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars 
for the boards of the side of the tabernacle, 
for the far side westward. 28The emiddle 
bar shall pass through the midst of the 
boards from end to end. 29 You shall over- 
lay the boards with gold, make their rings 
of gold as holders for the bars, and overlay 
the bars with gold. 3®And you shall raise 
up the tabernacle faccording to its pattern 
which you were shown on the mountain. 

3ls“You shall make a veil woven of blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven 
linen. It shall be woven with an artistic de- 
sign of cherubim. 32 You shall hang it upon 
the four pillars of acacia wood overlaid 
with gold. Their hooks shall be gold, upon 


four sockets of silver. 33And you shall hang 
the veil from the clasps. Then you shall 
bring "the ark of the Testimony in there, 
behind the veil. The veil shall be a divid- 
er for you between ‘the holy place and the 
Most Holy. 347 You shall put the mercy seat 
upon the ark of the Testimony in the Most 
Holy. 35k'You shall set the table outside the 
veil, and 'the lampstand across from the 
table on the side of the tabernacle toward 
the south; and you shall put the table on 
the north side. 

36m“You shall make a screen for the door 
of the tabernacle, woven of blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, 
made by a weaver. 37And you shall make 
for the screen "five pillars of acacia wood, 
and overlay them with gold; their hooks 
shall be gold, and you shall cast five sock- 
ets of bronze for them. 


The Altar of Burnt Offering 
27 “You shall make @an altar of aca- 
cia wood, five cubits long and five 
cubits wide—the altar shall be square— 
and its height shall be three cubits. 2 You 
shall make its horns on its four corners; 
its horns shall be of one piece with it. And 
you shall overlay it with bronze. 3Also you 
shall make its pans to receive its ashes, and 
its shovels and its basins and its forks and 
its firepans; you shall make all its utensils 
of bronze. 4You shall make a grate for it, 
a network of bronze; and on the network 
you shall make four bronze rings at its four 
corners. >You shall put it under the rim of 
the altar beneath, that the network may be 
midway up the altar. And you shall make 
poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, 
and overlay them with bronze. 7The poles 
shall be put in the rings, and the poles shall 
be on the two sides of the altar to bear it. 
8You shall make it hollow with boards; Pas 
it was shown you on the mountain, so shall 
they make it. 


The Court of the Tabernacle 

§c“You shall also make the court of the 
tabernacle. For the south side there shall 
be hangings for the court made of fine 
woven linen, one hundred cubits long 
for one side. !9And its twenty pillars and 
their twenty sockets shall be bronze. The 
hooks of the pillars and their bands shall 
be silver. ULikewise along the length of 
the north side there shall be hangings 
one hundred cubits long, with its twenty 
pillars and their twenty sockets of bronze, 
and the hooks of the pillars and their bands 
of silver. 


27:9-18 court of the tabernacle. The courtyard 
separated the ceremonies of worship from common 
areas. It was arranged to keep people and stray ani- 
mals from wandering into the tabernacle. Entering 
the tent could only be a deliberate act. 
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122“And along the width of the court on 
the west side shall be hangings of fifty 
cubits, with their ten pillars and their ten 
sockets. 13The width of the court on the 
east side shall be fifty cubits. 4The hang- 
ings on one side of the gate shall be fifteen 
cubits, with their three pillars and their 
three sockets. 15And on the other side shall 
be hangings of fifteen cubits, with their 
three pillars and their three sockets. 

16“For the gate of the court there shall be 
ascreen twenty cubits long, woven of blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven 
linen, made by a weaver. It shall have four 
pillars and four sockets. !7All the pillars 
around the court shall have bands of sil- 
ver; their “hooks shall be of silver and their 
sockets of bronze. !8The length of the court 
shall be one hundred cubits, the width fif- 
ty throughout, and the height five cubits, 
made of fine woven linen, and its sockets of 
bronze. 19All the utensils of the tabernacle 
for all its service, all its pegs, and all the 
pegs of the court, shall be of bronze. 


The Care of the Lampstand 

20“And eyou shall command the chil- 
dren of Israel that they bring you pure oil 
of pressed olives for the light, to cause the 
lamp to burn continually. 21In the taberna- 
cle of meeting, ‘outside the veil which is 
before the Testimony, ¢Aaron and his sons 
shall tend it from evening until morning 
before the LORD. "It shall be a statute for- 
ever to their generations on behalf of the 
children of Israel. 


Garments for the Priesthood 
28 “Now take “Aaron your brother, and 
his sons with him, from among the 
children of Israel, that he may minister to 
Me as Ppriest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: 
¢Nadab, Abihu, ¢Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
2And ¢you shall make holy garments for 
Aaron your brother, for glory and for beau- 
ty. 3So fyou shall speak to all who are gifted 
artisans, whom I have filled with the spir- 
it of wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s 
garments, to consecrate him, that he may 
minister to Me as priest. 4And these are the 


Exodus 28:17 @ 91 


garments which they shall make: "a breast- 
plate, ‘an ephod,* ja robe, a skillfully wo- 
ven tunic, a turban, and ’a sash. So they 
shall make holy garments for Aaron your 
brother and his sons, that he may minister 
to Me as priest. 


The Ephod 

5“They shall take the gold, blue, pur- 
ple, and scarlet thread, and the fine linen, 
6mand they shall make the ephod of gold, 
blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine 
woven linen, artistically worked. “It shall 
have two shoulder straps joined at its two 
edges, and so it shall be joined together. 
8And the intricately woven band of the 
ephod, which is on it, shall be of the same 
workmanship, made of gold, blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. 

9“Then you shall take two onyx "stones 
and engrave on them the names of the 
sons of Israel: six of their names on one 
stone and six names on the other stone, in 
order of their ¢birth. ! With the work of an 
Ppengraver in stone, like the engravings of 
a signet, you shall engrave the two stones 
with the names of the sons of Israel. You 
shall set them in settings of gold. !2And you 
shall put the two stones on the shoulders of 
the ephod as memorial stones for the sons 
of Israel. So ¢Aaron shall bear their names 
before the LoRD on his two shoulders ‘as a 
memorial. !3 You shall also make settings 
of gold, 4and you shall make two chains of 
pure gold like braided cords, and fasten the 
braided chains to the settings. 


The Breastplate 

15s“You shall make the breastplate of 
judgment. Artistically woven according to 
the workmanship of the ephod you shall 
make it: of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and fine woven linen, you shall 
make it. 16It shall be doubled into a square: 
a span shall be its length, and a span shall 
be its width. !7*And you shall put settings of 
stones in it, four rows of stones: The first row 
shall be a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; 


* 28:4 That is, an ornamented vest 


27:20 pure oil of pressed olives. All that was used 
in the tabernacle and sacrifices must be pure and 
without blemish in order to honor God's holiness. the 
lamp to burn continually. The oil for the lampstand 
was the gift of the children of Israel. It had to be pure 
oil, as a symbol of our need to call upon the Lord from 
a pure heart (2 Tim. 2:22). The lamps were to burn 
continuously, a reminder of the perpetual need of the 
sinner for the light of God’s word, “a lamp to my feet 
anda light to my path” (Ps. 119:105). 

28:3 all who are gifted artisans. This expression lit- 
erally means “those who are wise at heart.” The same 
expression is used of the skillful women who did the 
weaving (35:25). 

28:5-14 ephod. The ephod has been described as a 
cape or vest made of fine linen with brilliant colors. Its 


two main sections covered the chest and back, with 
seams at the shoulders and a band at the waist. 
28:16 span. The span was determined as the length 
from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the small finger 
onan outstretched hand. It is generally estimated as 
nine inches, or half a cubit. 
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this shall be the first row; !8the second row 
shall be a turquoise, a sapphire, and a dia- 
mond; !%the third row, a jacinth, an agate, 
and an amethyst; 2nd the fourth row, a 
beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be 
set in gold settings. 21And the stones shall 
have the names of the sons of Israel, twelve 
according to their names, like the engrav- 
ings of a signet, each one withits own name; 
they shall be according to the twelve tribes. 

22“You shall make chains for the breast- 
plate at the end, like braided cords of pure 
gold. 28And you shall make two rings of gold 
for the breastplate, and put the two rings on 
the two ends of the breastplate. 24Then you 
shall put the two braided chains of gold in 
the two rings which are on the ends of the 
breastplate; 25and the other two ends of the 
two braided chains you shall fasten to the 
two settings, and put them on the shoulder 
straps of the ephod in the front. 

26“You shall make two rings of gold, and 
put them on the two ends of the breastplate, 
on the edge of it, which is on the inner side 
of the ephod. 27And two other rings of gold 
you shall make, and put them on the two 
shoulder straps, underneath the ephod to- 
ward its front, right at the seam above the 
intricately woven band of the ephod. 28They 
shall bind the breastplate by means of its 
rings to the rings of the ephod, using a blue 
cord, so that it is above the intricately woven 
band of the ephod, and so that the breast- 
plate does not come loose from the ephod. 

29“So Aaron shall “bear the names of 
the sons of Israel on the breastplate of 
judgment over his heart, when he goes 
into the holy place, as a memorial before 
the LORD continually. 3®And vyou shall put 
in the breastplate of judgment the Urim 
and the Thummim,,* and they shall be over 
Aaron’s heart when he goes in before the 
LORD. So Aaron shall bear the judgment of 
the children of Israel over his heart before 
the LoRD continually. 


Other Priestly Garments 

3lw“You shall make the robe of the ephod 
all of blue. 32There shall be an opening for 
his head in the middle of it; it shall have a 
woven binding all around its opening, like 
the opening in a coat of mail, so that it does 


not tear. 33And upon its hem you shall make 
pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet, 
all around its hem, and bells of gold between 
them all around: 34a golden bell and a pome- 
granate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, 
upon the hem of the robe all around. And 
it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, 
and its sound will be heard when he goes 
into the holy place before the LORD and 
when he comes out, that he may not die. 

36x“You shall also make a plate of pure 
gold and engrave on it, like the engraving 
of a signet: 


HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 


37And you shall put it on a blue cord, that 
it may be on the turban; it shall be on the 
front of the turban. 38So it shall be on Aar- 
on’s forehead, that Aaron may Ybear the in- 
iquity of the holy things which the children 
of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it 
shall always be on his forehead, that they 
may be Zaccepted before the LORD. 

39“You shall ¢skillfully weave the tunic 
of fine linen thread, you shall make the 
turban of fine linen, and you shall make 
the sash of woven work. 

40b“For Aaron’s sons you shall make tu- 
nics, and you shall make sashes for them. 
And you shall make hats for them, for glo- 
ry and cbeauty. 41So you shall put them on 
Aaron your brother and on his sons with 
him. You shall ¢anoint them, ¢consecrate 
them, and sanctify them, that they may 
minister to Me as priests. 42And you shall 
make ‘for them linen trousers to cover their 
nakedness; they shall reach from the waist 
to the thighs. 43They shall be on Aaron and 
on his sons when they come into the taber- 
nacle of meeting, or when they come near 
sthe altar to minister in the holy place, that 
they "do not incur iniquity and die. it shall 
be a statute forever to him and his descen- 
dants after him. 


Aaron and His Sons Consecrated 

29 “And this is what you shall do to them 
to hallow them for ministering to Me 

as priests: >Take one young bull and two 


* 28:30 Literally the Lights and the Perfections 
(compare Leviticus 8:8) 


28:30 the Urim and the Thummim. These translated 
Hebrew words mean “Lights” and “Perfections.” 
Together their names may mean “perfect knowl- 
edge” or a similar idea. It is not known exactly what 
the Urim and Thummim were, or how they were used. 
Some have suggested that they were two stones 
used for the casting of lots. 

28:42 trousers. The command to wear trousers pro- 
tected the modesty of the priests. Given the sexually 
preoccupied worship of Israel’s neighbors, this provi- 
sion was decidedly countercultural. 

29:1-9 hallow them. The outward purification 
process was used to symbolize the inward purity 
which was demanded of the priests of Israel, the 


intermediaries between the people and their holy 
God. Obviously the priests were not perfectly pure; 
it was only God's gracious act of accepting blood 
sacrifices that allowed the priests to stand in His 
presence on behalf of the people. The outward 
washings of the priests showed that they were doing 
everything possible to live their lives in the way they 
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rams without blemish, 2and >unleavened 
bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, 
and unleavened wafers anointed with oil 
(you shall make them of wheat flour). ?You 
shall put them in one basket and bring 
them in the basket, with the bull and the 
two rams. 

4“And Aaron and his sons you shall 
bring to the door of the tabernacle of meet- 
ing, cand you shall wash them with water. 
5dThen you shall take the garments, put 
the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of the 
ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and 
gird him with the eintricately woven band 
of the ephod. 6fYou shall put the turban on 
his head, and put the holy crown on the tur- 
ban. 7And you shall take the anointing oil, 
pour it on his head, and anoint him. 8Then 
hyou shall bring his sons and put tunics on 
them. 9And you shall gird them with sash- 
es, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats on 
them. ‘The priesthood shall be theirs for a 
perpetual statute. So you shall iconsecrate 
Aaron and his sons. 

10“You shall also have the bull brought 
before the tabernacle of meeting, and *Aar- 
on and his sons shall put their hands on 
the head of the bull. "Then you shall kill 
the bull before the LORD, by the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting. 12 You shall take 
some of the blood of the bull and put it on 
the horns of the altar with your finger, and 
mpour all the blood beside the base of the 
altar. 3And "you shall take all the fat that 
covers the entrails, the fatty lobe attached 
to the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat 
that is on them, and burn them on the altar. 
M4But othe flesh of the bull, with its skin and 
its offal, you shall burn with fire outside 
the camp. It is a sin offering. 

15p“You shall also take one ram, and 
Aaron and his sons shall ¢put their hands 
on the head of the ram; !6and you shall kill 
the ram, and you shall take its blood and 
rsprinkle it all around on the altar. !7Then 
you shall cut the ram in pieces, wash its 
entrails and its legs, and put them with its 
pieces and with its head. 18And you shall 
burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a 
sburnt offering to the LORD; it is a sweet 
aroma, an offering made by fire to the 
LORD. 
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19t“You shall also take the other ram, and 
Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on 
the head of the ram. 2°Then you shall kill 
the ram, and take some of its blood and put 
it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and 
on the tip of the right ear of his sons, on 
the thumb of their right hand and on the 
big toe of their right foot, and sprinkle the 
blood all around on the altar. 21And you 
shall take some of the blood that is on the 
altar, and some of “the anointing oil, and 
sprinkle it on Aaron and on his garments, 
on his sons and on the garments of his sons 
with him; and vhe and his garments shall 
be hallowed, and his sons and his sons’ 
garments with him. 

22“Also you Shall take the fat of the ram, 
the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 
the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two 
kidneys and the fat on them, the right thigh 
(for it is a ram of consecration), 23~one loaf 
of bread, one cake made with oil, and one 
wafer from the basket of the unleavened 
bread that is before the LORD; 24and you 
shall put all these in the hands of Aaron 
and in the hands of his sons, and you shall 
xwave them as a wave offering before the 
LORD. 25yYou shall receive them back from 
their hands and burn them on the altar as 
a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma before 
the LorD. It is an offering made by fire to 
the LORD. 

26“Then you shall take zthe breast of the 
ram of Aaron’s consecration and wave it 
as a wave offering before the LORD; and it 
shall be your portion. 27And from the ram 
of the consecration you shall consecrate 
athe breast of the wave offering which is 
waved, and the thigh of the heave offering 
which is raised, of that which is for Aaron 
and of that which is for his sons. 28It shall 
be from the children of Israel for Aaron 
and his sons »by a statute forever. For it isa 
heave offering; ‘it shall be a heave offering 
from the children of Israel from the sacri- 
fices of their peace offerings, that is, their 
heave offering to the LORD. 

29“And the “holy garments of Aaron 
eshall be his sons’ after him, ‘to be anoint- 
ed in them and to be consecrated in them. 
30sThat son who becomes priest in his 
place shall put them on for "seven days, 


had been commanded by God. Likewise, in the New 
Testament era, the only reason that Christians can 
stand before God as believer-priests is because God 
graciously accepts Christ’s sacrifice on behalf of our 
sins. 

29:9 consecrate. The verb translated consecrate 
in this verse literally means “to fill one’s hand.” A 
king was handed a rod as the symbol of his political 
power; so the hand of the priest was filled with spir- 
itual power. 

29:18 burnt offering. Aaron and his sons needed to 
offer sacrifices for themselves as much as for their fel- 
low Israelites (Heb. 5:1—4). 

29:24 wave offering. This offering made it clear that 


everything was owed to God, but some was received 
back as God's gift (Lev. 7:30; 10:14). 
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when he enters the tabernacle of meeting 
to minister in the holy place. 

31“And you shall take the ram of the 
consecration and ‘boil its flesh in the holy 
place. 32Then Aaron and his sons shall eat 
the flesh of the ram, and the ‘bread that is 
in the basket, by the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting. 33They shall eat those things 
with which the atonement was made, to 
consecrate and to sanctify them; ‘but an 
outsider shall not eat them, because they 
are holy. 34And if any of the flesh of the 
consecration offerings, or of the bread, re- 
mains until the morning, then "you shall 
burn the remainder with fire. It shall not 
be eaten, because it is holy. 

35“Thus you shall do to Aaron and his 
sons, according to all that I have command- 
ed you. "Seven days you shall consecrate 
them. 36And you °shall offer a bull every 
day as a sin offering for atonement. ? You 
shall cleanse the altar when you make 
atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to 
sanctify it. 37Seven days you shall make 
atonement for the altar and sanctify it. 
And the altar shall be most holy. ?Whatev- 
er touches the altar must be holy.* 


The Daily Offerings 

38“Now this is what you shall offer on the 
altar: "two lambs of the first year, sday by 
day continually. 39One lamb you shall of- 
fer tin the morning, and the other lamb you 
shall offer at twilight. 4°With the one lamb 
shall be one-tenth of an ephah of flour 
mixed with one-fourth of a hin of pressed 
oil, and one-fourth of a hin of wine as a 
drink offering. 41And the other lamb you 
shall voffer at twilight; and you shall offer 
with it the grain offering and the drink of- 
fering, as in the morning, for a sweet aro- 
ma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
42This shall be va continual burnt offering 
throughout your generations at the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting before the LORD, 
wwhere I will meet you to speak with you. 


43 And there I will meet with the children of 
Israel, and the tabernacle *shall be sancti- 
fied by My glory. 44So I will consecrate the 
tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will 
also yconsecrate both Aaron and his sons 
to minister to Me as priests. 452] will dwell 
among the children of Israel and will “be 
their God. 46And they shall know that 5Ilam 
the LORD their God, who “brought them up 
out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell 
among them. I am the LORD their God. 


The Altar of Incense 
30 “You shall make 2an altar to burn in- 
cense on; you shall make it of acacia 
wood. 2A cubit shall be its length and a cu- 
bit its width—it shall be square—and two 
cubits shall be its height. Its horns shall be 
of one piece with it. 3And you shall overlay 
its top, its sides all around, and its horns 
with pure gold; and you shall make for it a 
molding of gold all around. 4Two gold rings 
you shall make for it, under the molding 
on both its sides. You shall place them on 
its two sides, and they will be holders for 
the poles with which to bear it. 5You shall 
make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay 
them with gold. 6And you shall put it before 
the >veil that is before the ark of the Testi- 
mony, before the ‘mercy seat that is over 
the Testimony, where I will meet with you. 
7“Aaron shall burn on it 42sweet incense 
every morning; when ¢he tends the lamps, 
he shall burn incense on it. 8And when 
Aaron lights the lamps at twilight, he shall 
burn incense on it, a perpetual incense be- 
fore the LoRD throughout your generations. 
9You shall not offer ‘strange incense on it, 
or a burnt offering, or a grain offering; nor 
shall you pour a drink offering on it. !©And 
gAaron shall make atonement upon its 
horns once a year with the blood of the sin 
offering of atonement; once a year he shall 


* 29:37 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13 


29:40 ephah...hin. One-tenth of an ephah was about 
two quarts; one-fourth of a hin was about one quart. 
29:45 dwell among the children. Man is God's spe- 
cial creation, created in His image and likeness. A part 
of that image and likeness is the uniqueness of per- 
sonality that allows communion with God. He did not 
create a race of robots but rather endowed man with 
a will so that he might choose fellowship with God. In 
Israel, fellowship with God centered in the tabernacle 
and especially in the mercy seat which symbolized 
His presence. Today, believers have fellowship with 
God through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. In eter- 
nity He will dwell in the midst of His people more fully 
than ever before. 

30:7 sweet incense. Burning incense was a privilege 
restricted to those who were allowed to approach God. 
30:9 strange incense. The incense offered to God 
was to be made from a special recipe consecrated 
to be used only in the worship at the tabernacle. No 
other incense was acceptable. 

30:10 atonement. The sacrificial blood of the sin 


offering (Lev. 16:18) was applied to the incense altar 
to indicate that even this article needed cleansing to 
preserve its ideal holiness because of man’s willful 
or accidental sin. The Hebrew word for “atonement” 
involves the covering or canceling of sin, resulting in 
the offender being reconciled to God. Without blood 
being shed there can be no forgiveness (Heb. 9:22). 
The atonement made annually for this small altar is 
a reminder that everything in God’s service must be 
holy to the Lord (Zech. 14:20). 


29:31/Lev.8:31  29:32/Matt.12:4 29:33*Lev. 
10:14, 15,17 !Lev.22:10 29:34 Lev. 7:18; 8:32 
29:35" Lev. 8:33-35 29:36 Heb. 10:11 P Ex. 
30:26-29; 40:10,11 29:379Num. 4:15; Hag. 2:11-13; 
Matt. 23:19 29:38/Num. 28:3-31; 29:6-38 ‘Dan. 
12:11 29:39'Ezek.46:13-15 29:4142 Kin. 16:15 
29:42 Ex. 30:8 “Ex. 25:22; 33:7,9  29:43*1 Kin. 

8:11 29:44YLev.21:15 29:452[Rev. 21:3] ?Gen. 17:8 
29:46 ° Ex. 16:12; 20:2 CLev.11:45 30:1 7Ex. 37:25-29 
30:6 9 Ex. 26:31-35 CEx.25:21,22 30:741 Sam. 2:28 
© Ex. 27:20,21 30:9/Lev.10:1 30:109Lev. 16:3-34 


make atonement upon it throughout your 
generations. It is most holy to the LORD.” 


The Ransom Money 

11Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 12h“When you take the census of the 
children of Israel for their number, then 
every man shall give ‘a ransom for himself 
to the LORD, when you number them, that 
there may be no iplague among them when 
you number them. !8kThis is what every- 
one among those who are numbered shall 
give: half a shekel according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary ‘(a shekel is twenty ge- 
rahs). "The half-shekel shall be an offering 
to the LoRD. 4Everyone included among 
those who are numbered, from twenty 
years old and above, shall give an offering 
to the LorD. The “rich shall not give more 
and the poor shall not give less than half 
a shekel, when you give an offering to the 
LORD, to make atonement for yourselves. 
16And you shall take the atonement mon- 
ey of the children of Israel, and °shall ap- 
point it for the service of the tabernacle of 
meeting, that it may be 9a memorial for the 
children of Israel before the LORD, to make 
atonement for yourselves.” 


The Bronze Laver 

17Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
18a“You shall also make a laver of bronze, 
with its base also of bronze, for washing. 
You shall "put it between the tabernacle of 
meeting and the altar. And you shall put 
water in it, 18for Aaron and his sons ‘shall 
wash their hands and their feet in water 
from it. 20When they go into the tabernacle 
of meeting, or when they come near the al- 
tar to minister, to burn an offering made by 
fire to the LORD, they shall wash with wa- 
ter, lest they die. 21So they shall wash their 
hands and their feet, lest they die. And tit 
shall be a statute forever to them—to him 
and his descendants throughout their gen- 
erations.” 


The Holy Anointing Oil 

22Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying: 23“Also take for yourself “quali- 
ty spices—five hundred shekels of liquid 
vmyrrh, half as much sweet-smelling cin- 
namon (two hundred and fifty shekels), 
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two hundred and fifty shekels of sweet- 
smelling “cane, 24five hundred shekels 
of Xcassia, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, and a Yhin of olive oil. 25And 
you shall make from these a holy anointing 
oil, an ointment compounded according to 
the art of the perfumer. It shall be za holy 
anointing oil. 264With it you shall anoint 
the tabernacle of meeting and the ark of 
the Testimony; 27the table and all its uten- 
sils, the lampstand and its utensils, and the 
altar of incense; 28the altar of burnt offer- 
ing with all its utensils, and the laver and 
its base. 29 You shall consecrate them, that 
they may be most holy; »whatever touches 
them must be holy.* 39¢And you shall anoint 
Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, 
that they may minister to Me as priests. 
31“A nd you shall speak to the children of 
Israel, saying: ‘This shall be a holy anoint- 
ing oil to Me throughout your generations. 
32]t shall not be poured on man’s flesh; nor 
shall you make any other like it, according 
to its composition. It is holy, and it shall 
be holy to you. 33eWhoever compounds 
any like it, or whoever puts any of it on an 
outsider, ‘shall be cut off from his people.’” 


The Incense 

34And the LORD said to Moses: *“Take 
sweet spices, stacte and onycha and gal- 
banum, and pure frankincense with these 
sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts 
of each. 35You shall make of these an in- 
cense, a compound "according to the art of 
the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 36And 
you shall beat some of it very fine, and put 
some of it before the Testimony in the taber- 
nacle of meeting ‘where I will meet with you. 
it shall be most holy to you. 37But as for the 
incense which you shall make, "you shall 
not make any for yourselves, according to 
its composition. It shall be to you holy for 
the LORD. 38!Whoever makes any like it, to 
smell it, he shall be cut off from his people.” 


Artisans for Building the Tabernacle 
3 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing: 24“See, I have called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah. 3And I have ¢filled him 


* 30:29 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13 


30:12 ransom. The idea is to pay a price for one’s 
life. The Israelites had to acknowledge that their lives 
were from God and governed by Him by giving Him 
an offering of money. 

30:19 wash their hands and their feet. The contin- 
ual washing was symbolic of the need to be cleansed 
from sin regularly. 

31:3 filled him with the Spirit of God. We 
often think of the “filling of the Spirit” only in con- 
nection with Acts 2, but passages such as this one 
help us to see the continuity of God’s work among 
His people through the ages. In this case, the Spirit 
empowered uniquely gifted people to design and 


build a tabernacle befitting a holy and magnificent 
God. 
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with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in under- 
standing, in knowledge, and in all manner 
of workmanship, 4to design artistic works, 
to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, >in cut- 
ting jewels for setting, in carving wood, 
and to work in all manner of workmanship. 

6“And I, indeed I, have appointed with 
him ¢Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the 
tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the 
hearts of all the ¢gifted artisans, that they 
may make all that I have commanded you: 
7ithe tabernacle of meeting, the ark of the 
Testimony and "the mercy seat that is on 
it, and all the furniture of the tabernacle— 
8ithe table and its utensils, ithe pure gold 
lampstand with all its utensils, the altar 
of incense, 9*the altar of burnt offering 
with all its utensils, and 'the laver and its 
base— 10mthe garments of ministry,* the 
holy garments for Aaron the priest and the 
garments of his sons, to minister as priests, 
linand the anointing oil and sweet incense 
for the holy place. According to all that I 
have commanded you they shall do.” 


The Sabbath Law 

122And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 18“Speak also to the children of Israel, 
saying: »‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall 
keep, for it is a sign between Me and you 
throughout your generations, that you may 
know that I am the LORD who ¢sanctifies 
you. 4rYou shall keep the Sabbath, there- 
fore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who 
profanes it shall surely be put to death; for 
swhoever does any work on it, that person 
shall be cut off from among his people. 
15Work shall be done for ‘six days, but the 
useventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the 
LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sab- 
bath day, he shall surely be put to death. 
16Therefore the children of Israel shall 
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath 
throughout their generations as a perpet- 
ual covenant. !It is va sign between Me 
and the children of Israel forever; for win 
six days the LORD made the heavens and 


the earth, and on the seventh day He rested 
and was refreshed.’” 

18And when He had made an end of 
speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave 
Moses *two tablets of the Testimony, tablets 
of stone, written with the finger of God. 


The Gold Calf 
3 Now when the people saw that Mo- 
ses “delayed coming down from the 
mountain, the people »gathered together to 
Aaron, and said to him, ““Come, make us 
gods that shall “go before us; for as for this 
Moses, the man who ¢brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.” 

2And Aaron said to them, “Break off the 
fgolden earrings which are in the ears of 
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, 
and bring them to me.” 3So all the people 
broke off the golden earrings which were 
in their ears, and brought them to Aar- 
on. 42And he received the gold from their 
hand, and he fashioned it with an engrav- 
ing tool, and made a molded calf. 

Then they said, “This is your god, O Is- 
rael, that "brought you out of the land of 
Egypt!” 

5So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar 
before it. And Aaron made a ‘proclama- 
tion and said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the 
LORD.” Then they rose early on the next 
day, offered burnt offerings, and brought 
peace offerings; and the people ‘sat down 
to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

7And the LORD said to Moses, ?“Go, get 
down! For your people whom you brought 
out of the land of Egypt ‘have corrupt- 
ed themselves. 8They have turned aside 
quickly out of the way which ™] command- 
ed them. They have made themselves a 
molded calf, and worshiped it and sacri- 
ficed to it, and said, "This is your god, O 
Israel, that brought you out of the land of 
Egypt!’” 9And the LorD said to Moses, °“I 


* 31:10 Or woven garments 


31:18 the finger of God. This verse underscores the 
divine origin of the law. Scholars of religion have long 
spoken of Israel's religious ideas as its unique con- 
tribution to civilization, much as the Greeks devel- 
oped philosophy and the Romans displayed a genius 
for organization and empire-building. Yet such a 
comparison misses the point of Scripture. The Bible 
speaks not of the genius of Israel, but of the finger of 
God. The Ten Commandments were not the product 
of man, but the revelation of the Lord. 

32:1-35 The Gold Calf—the story of the Israelites’ 
worship of the golden calf reveals both the unfaith- 
fulness of the Israelites and God’s great mercy. Even 
though the people had so quickly broken their prom- 
ise to obey Him, God forgave their sin and began 
again with them. 

32:2-3 golden earrings. These were part of the 
treasure from Egypt that should have been used for 
building the tabernacle (35:20-29). 


32:4 a molded calf. This was an ominous worship 
symbol. Not only were the cow and the bull worshiped 
in Egypt, but the bull was a familiar embodiment of 
Baal seen in Canaan. It appears that the worship of 
the Lord had been blended with the symbols of Baal 
and other fertility gods. In this one scene, the people 
broke the first three of God’s commandments. 
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have seen this people, and indeed it is a 
stiff-necked people! 19Now therefore, Plet 
Me alone, that 7My wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them. 
And ‘I will make of you a great nation.” 
UsThen Moses pleaded with the LORD 
his God, and said: “LORD, why does Your 
wrath burn hot against Your people whom 
You have brought out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? 
12tWhy should the Egyptians speak, and 
say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, 
to kill them in the mountains, and to con- 
sume them from the face of the earth’? 
Turn from Your fierce wrath, and “relent 
from this harm to Your people. 3Remem- 
ber Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your ser- 
vants, to whom You vswore by Your own 
self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 
descendants as the stars of heaven; and all 
this land that I have spoken of I give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forev- 
er.’”* 14So0 the LORD «relented from the harm 
which He said He would do to His people. 
15And yMoses turned and went down 
from the mountain, and the two tablets of 
the Testimony were in his hand. The tablets 
were written on both sides; on the one side 
and on the other they were written. 1SNow 
the 2tablets were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God engraved 
on the tablets. 
17And when Joshua heard the noise of 
the people as they shouted, he said to Mo- 
ses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 
18But he said: 


“Tt is not the noise of the shout of 
victory, 
Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, 
But the sound of singing I hear.” 


19So it was, as soon as he came near the 
camp, that che saw the calf andthe dancing. 
So Moses’ anger became hot, and he cast 
the tablets out of his hands and broke them 
at the foot of the mountain. 20Then he took 
the calf which they had made, burned it in 
the fire, and ground it to powder; and he 
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scattered it on the water and made the chil- 
dren of Israel drink it. 21And Moses said to 
Aaron, ““What did this people do to you that 
you have brought so great a sin upon them?” 

22So Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of 
my lord become hot. “You know the people, 
that they are set on evil. 23For they said to 
me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us; 
as for this Moses, the man who brought us 
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know 
what has become of him.’ 24And I said to 
them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them 
break it off. So they gave it to me, and I 
cast it into the fire, and this calf came out.” 

25Now when Moses saw that the people 
were eunrestrained (for Aaron fhad not 
restrained them, to their shame among 
their enemies), 26then Moses stood in the 
entrance of the camp, and said, “Whoever 
is on the LORD’s side—come to me!” And 
all the sons of Levi gathered themselves to- 
gether to him. 27And he said to them, “Thus 
says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man 
put his sword on his side, and go in and out 
from entrance to entrance throughout the 
camp, and ¢let every man kill his broth- 
er, every man his companion, and every 
man his neighbor.’” 28So the sons of Levi 
did according to the word of Moses. And 
about three thousand men of the people fell 
that day. 29Then Moses said, “Consecrate 
yourselves today to the LORD, that He may 
bestow on you a blessing this day, for every 
man has opposed his son and his brother.” 

30Now it came to pass on the next day 
that Moses said to the people, ‘“You have 
committed a great sin. So now I will go 
up to the LORD; jiperhaps I can kmake 
atonement for your sin.” 31Then Moses 
'returned to the LORD and said, “Oh, these 
people have committed a great sin, and 
have ™made for themselves a god of gold! 
32'Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but 
if not, I pray, "blot me °out of Your book 
which You have written.” 


* 32:13 Genesis 13:15 and 22:17 


32:14 the Lorp relented. Here is a wonderful exam- 
ple of the interaction of faithful intercessory prayer 
and the purpose of the Lord. He uses our prayer com- 
bined with His own determination to make His will 
come to pass. 

32:25-26 were unrestrained. Obedience to God is 
many times just the opposite of “what everybody else 
is doing.” Humans are very prone to giving in to peer 
pressure at the crucial moment. We often care more 
about what those around us think than about what God 
thinks. Aaron and the other Levites fell into this trap 
initially, but when Moses gave them another chance to 
say where their loyalties really lay, they chose the path 
of obedience. Even though almost “everybody was 
doing it,” they were willing to say, “No, this is wrong. We 
were wrong.” The Levites were not innocent, but God 
blessed them for their repentance and their obedience. 
32:27-28 his brother... hiscompanion...his neigh- 
bor. This terrible massacre is hard for us to reconcile 


with our feelings, but we must realize that sin is loath- 
some, and deserving of death. The Levites were used 
by God to execute His judgment in this instance, but 
they were not given general authority to kill sinners. 
32:32-33 blot me out of Your book. Like Paul many 
centuries later, Moses could almost wish himself to be 
cursed, if by being so he could secure the salvation of 
his people (Rom. 9:3). 
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33And the LORD said to Moses, ?“Who- 
ever has sinned against Me, I will ¢blot 
him out of My book. 34Now therefore, go, 
lead the people to the place of which I have 
rspoken to you. sBehold, My Angel shall go 
before you. Nevertheless, tin the day when 
I visit for punishment, I will “visit punish- 
ment upon them for their sin.” 

35So the LORD plagued the people be- 
cause of Ywhat they did with the calf which 
Aaron made. 


The Command to Leave Sinai 
3 Then the LorD said to Moses, “De- 
part and go up from here, you 4and 

the people whom you have brought out of 
the land of Egypt, to the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, say- 
ing, >*To your descendants I will give it.’ 
2cAnd I will send My Angel before you, 
dand I will drive out the Canaanite and the 
Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite 
and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3Go up ¢to 
a land flowing with milk and honey; for I 
will not go up in your midst, lest I consume 
you on the way, for you are £a stiff-necked 
people.” 

4And when the people heard this bad 
news, "they mourned, ‘and no one put on 
his ornaments. 5For the LORD had said to 
Moses, “Say to the children of Israel, “You 
are a stiff-necked people. I could come up 
into your midst in one moment and con- 
sume you. Now therefore, take off your 
ornaments, that I may ‘know what to do to 
you.’” 6So the children of Israel stripped 
themselves of their ornaments by Mount 
Horeb. 


Moses Meets with the LorD 

7™Moses took his tent and pitched it out- 
side the camp, far from the camp, and 
kcalled it the tabernacle of meeting. And it 
came to pass that everyone who !sought the 
LORD went out to the tabernacle of meeting 
which was outside the camp. 8So it was, 


whenever Moses went out to the taberna- 
cle, that all the people rose, and each man 
stood at his tent door and watched Moses 
until he had gone into the tabernacle. 9And 
it came to pass, when Moses entered the 
tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descend- 
ed and stood at the door of the tabernacle, 
and the LORD "talked with Moses. !9AI1 
the people saw the pillar of cloud standing 
at the tabernacle door, and all the people 
rose and °worshiped, each man in his tent 
door. 'So ’the LORD spoke to Moses face to 
face, as aman speaks to his friend. And he 
would return to the camp, but ¢his servant 
Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did 
not depart from the tabernacle. 


The Promise of God's Presence 

12Then Moses said to the LORD, “See, 
rYou say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’ But 
You have not let me know whom You will 
send with me. Yet You have said, s‘I know 
you by name, and you have also found 
grace in My sight.’ 3Now therefore, I pray, 
tif Ihave found grace in Your sight, “show 
me now Your way, that I may know You 
and that I may find grace in Your sight. 
And consider that this nation is vYour 
people.” 

4And He said, “My Presence will go 
with you, and I will give you *rest.” 

Then he said to Him, »“If Your Pres- 
ence does not go with us, do not bring us up 
from here. !6For how then will it be known 
that Your people and I have found grace in 
Your sight, except You go with us? So we 
ashall be separate, Your people and I, from 
all the people who are upon the face of the 
earth.” 

17So0 the LORD said to Moses, >“I will also 
do this thing that you have spoken; for you 
have found grace in My sight, and I know 
you by name.” 

18And he said, “Please, show me ©Your 
glory.” 

19Then He said, “I will make all My 


32:34 in the day. This may refer to the day of the 
Lord, proclaimed by later prophets (Joel 2; Zeph. 1). 
33:5 stiff-necked. Contrary to popular belief, God 
did not choose the Hebrew people because of their 
righteousness or willingness to serve Him (Deut. 9:7). 
In fact, one of Israel's besetting sins was obstinacy 
(vv. 3,5), and God saw them as a rebellious and stiff- 
necked people. The opposite of being obstinate is to 
have a “circumcised heart” (Deut. 10:16). Such a heart 
is inclined to obey the Word of God. God's presence 
with His people was in response to His covenantal 
promise: if they obeyed Him they would be His “spe- 
cial treasure” (Ex. 19:5). 

33:6 stripped themselves of their ornaments. 
These ornaments were probably associated with the 
idolatrous worship of the golden calf. Their removal 
was a mark of genuine repentance and renewal. 
33:8 all the people rose, and... stood. In contrast to 
their former wickedness, the people now responded 
reverently to the living God. 


33:11 his servant Joshua. The word translated ser- 
vant here does not mean slave, but rather a minister, 
one who does spiritual service. 

33:17 | know you by name. God's grace was accom- 
panied by His intimate knowledge of and care for 
Moses. 
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dgoodness pass before you, and I will 
proclaim the name of the LORD before 
you. ¢I will be gracious to whom I will be 
fgracious, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion.” 29But He 
said, “You cannot see My face; for no man 
shall see Me, and live.” 21And the LORD 
said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall 
stand on the rock. 22So it shall be, while My 
glory passes by, that I will put you "in the 
cleft of the rock, and will ‘cover you with 
My hand while I pass by. 23Then I will take 
away My hand, and you shall see My back; 
but My face shall inot be seen.” 


Moses Makes New Tablets 
3 4 And the LorD said to Moses, «Cut 
two tablets of stone like the first ones, 
and J will write on these tablets the words 
that were on the first tablets which you 
broke. 2So be ready in the morning, and 
come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and 
present yourself to Me there on the top of 
the mountain. 3And no man shall ¢come up 
with you, and let no man be seen through- 
out all the mountain; let neither flocks nor 
herds feed before that mountain.” 
4So he cut two tablets of stone like the 
first ones. Then Moses rose early in the 
morning and went up Mount Sinai, as the 
LORD had commanded him; and he took in 
his hand the two tablets of stone. 
5Now the LorRD descended in the ecloud 
and stood with him there, and fproclaimed 
the name of the LORD. 6And the LORD 
passed before him and proclaimed, “The 
LORD, the LORD “God, merciful and gra- 
cious, longsuffering, and abounding in 
hgoodness and ‘truth, 7keeping mercy for 
thousands, "forgiving iniquity and trans- 
gression and sin, ‘by no means clearing the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children and the children’s chil- 
dren to the third and the fourth generation.” 
8So Moses made haste and ™bowed his 
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head toward the earth, and worshiped. 
9Then he said, “If now I have found grace 
in Your sight, O Lord, "let my Lord, I pray, 
go among us, even though we are a °stiff- 
necked people; and pardon our iniquity and 
our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.” 


The Covenant Renewed 

10And He said: “Behold, ¢I make a cov- 
enant. Before all your people I will "do mar- 
vels such as have not been done in all the 
earth, nor in any nation; and all the people 
among whom you are shall see the work 
of the LORD. For it is san awesome thing 
that I will do with you. !!tObserve what 
I command you this day. Behold, “I am 
driving out from before you the Amorite 
and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the 
Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 
12vTake heed to yourself, lest you make a 
covenant with the inhabitants of the land 
where you are going, lest it be a snare in 
your midst. !3But you shall wdestroy their 
altars, break their sacred pillars, and xcut 
down their wooden images !4(for you shall 
worship Yno other god, for the LORD, whose 
zname is Jealous, is a “jealous God), lest 
you make a covenant with the inhabitants 
of the land, and they "play the harlot with 
their gods and make sacrifice to their 
gods, and one of them cinvites you and you 
deat of his sacrifice, 16and you take of ¢his 
daughters for your sons, and his daughters 
fplay the harlot with their gods and make 
your sons play the harlot with their gods. 

17s“You shall make no molded gods for 
yourselves. 

18“The Feast of "Unleavened Bread you 
shall keep. Seven days you shall eat un- 
leavened bread, as I commanded you, in 
the appointed time of the ‘month of Abib; 
for in the month of Abib you came out from 
Egypt. 

19j“A 1] that open the womb are Mine, and 
every male firstborn among your livestock, 


33:22-23 My hand. The use of words such as hand, 
back, and face is a way of describing God, who is 
Spirit, in terms familiar to humans. 

34:6 merciful and gracious ... abounding in good- 
ness and truth. God is overwhelmingly gracious. 
John’s description of the coming of Jesus echoes this 
passage, describing the Messiah as “full of grace and 
truth” John 1:14,17). To see Jesus is to see the Father 
(ohn 1:18). 

34:7 forgiving iniquity. God is a God of unlimited 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness. But man is not auto- 
matically forgiven—He will by no means leave the 
guilty unpunished. We receive forgiveness from 
God only when we repent and seek reconciliation 
with Him. The second covenant with Israel (34:10) 
included relief from the judgment of the people's 
sins to allow them to be taught their need and seek 
forgiveness. 

34:15 play the harlot. This is probably more than a 
figure of speech. Unfaithfulness to the Lord was often 
manifested in sexual rites with temple prostitutes 


(male and female), acts of supposed union with Baal, 
Asherah, and other pagan deities. 

34:16 take of his daughters for your sons. The 
quickest way for the Israelites to become corrupted 
with the false worship of the Canaanites would have 
been to marry into it. 
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whether ox or sheep. 2°But ’the firstborn 
of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb. 
And if you will not redeem him, then you 
shall break his neck. All the firstborn of 
your sons you shall redeem. 

“And none shall appear before Me 
lempty-handed. 

21m“Six days you shall work, but on the 
seventh day you shall rest; in plowing time 
and in harvest you shall rest. 

22“And you shall observe the Feast of 
Weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, 
andthe Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end. 

23n“Three times in the year all your men 
shall appear before the Lord, the LORD God 
of Israel. 24For I will °cast out the nations 
before you and enlarge your borders; nei- 
ther will any man covet your land when 
you go up to appear before the LORD your 
God three times in the year. 

25“You shall not offer the blood of My 
sacrifice with leaven, Pnor shall the sacri- 
fice of the Feast of the Passover be left until 
morning. 

26a“The first of the firstfruits of your 
land you shall bring to the house of the 
LORD your God. You shall not boil a young 
goat in its mother’s milk.” 

27Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write 
'these words, for according to the tenor of 
these words I have made a covenant with 
you and with Israel.” 28sSo he was there 
with the LorD forty days and forty nights; 
he neither ate bread nor drank water. And 
tHe wrote on the tablets the words of the 
covenant, the Ten Commandments.* 


The Shining Face of Moses 

29Now it was so, when Moses came 
down from Mount Sinai (and the “two tab- 
lets of the Testimony were in Moses’ hand 
when he came down from the mountain), 
that Moses did not know that the skin of 
his face shone while he talked with Him. 
30So when Aaron and all the children of 
Israel saw Moses, behold, vthe skin of his 
face shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him. 3!Then Moses called to them, 
and Aaron and all the rulers of the congre- 
gation returned to him; and Moses talked 
with them. 32Afterward all the children of 
Israel came near, wand he gave them as 
commandments all that the LORD had spo- 
ken with him on Mount Sinai. 33And when 
Moses had finished speaking with them, 


he put ~a veil on his face. 34But Ywhenever 
Moses went in before the LORD to speak 
with Him, he would take the veil off until 
he came out; and he would come out and 
speak to the children of Israel whatever 
he had been commanded. 35And whenever 
the children of Israel saw the face of Mo- 
ses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone, then 
Moses would put the veil on his face again, 
until he went in to speak with Him. 


Sabbath Regulations 
3 Then Moses gathered all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel togeth- 
er, and said to them, “These are the words 
which the LORD has commanded you to do: 
2Work shall be done for »six days, but the 
seventh day shall be a holy day for you, a 
Sabbath of rest to the LORD. Whoever does 
any work on it shall be put to ¢death. 3¢You 
shall kindle no fire throughout your dwell- 
ings on the Sabbath day.” 


Offerings for the Tabernacle 

4And Moses spoke to all the congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel, saying, e“This 
is the thing which the LORD commanded, 
saying: 5‘Take from among you an offer- 
ing to the LORD. ‘Whoever is of a willing 
heart, let him bring it as an offering to the 
LORD: £gold, silver, and bronze; &blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and 
igoats’ hair; 7ram skins dyed red, badger 
skins, and acacia wood; 8oil for the light, 
jand spices for the anointing oil and for the 
sweet incense; 9%0nyx stones, and stones to 
be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. 


Articles of the Tabernacle 

10k‘All who are gifted artisans among 
you shall come and make all that the LORD 
has commanded: !!the tabernacle, its tent, 
its covering, its clasps, its boards, its bars, 
its pillars, and its sockets; !2™the ark and 
its poles, with the mercy seat, and the veil 
of the covering; the "table and its poles, 
all its utensils, °and the showbread; also 
Pthe lampstand for the light, its utensils, 
its lamps, and the oil for the light; 45othe 
incense altar, its poles, ‘the anointing oil, 
sthe sweet incense, and the screen for the 
door at the entrance of the tabernacle; 


* 34:28 Literally Ten Words 


34:28 forty days and forty nights. A person can 
survive without food for weeks, but no one can go 
entirely without water for more than three or four 
days. This fact has been used to cast doubt on the 
truth of this passage, but we must recall that there is 
no reason to think that God could not keep His ser- 
vant hydrated in any way He chose. 

34:33 aveil on his face. Paul taught that Moses wore 
the veil because the glow faded, a sign of imperfect 
glory (2 Cor. 3:7,13). 
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16tthe altar of burnt offering with its bronze 
grating, its poles, all its utensils, and the 
laver and its base; !7“the hangings of the 
court, its pillars, their sockets, and the 
screen for the gate of the court; !8the pegs 
of the tabernacle, the pegs of the court, and 
their cords; !9’the garments of ministry,* 
for ministering in the holy place—the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest and the gar- 
ments of his sons, to minister as priests.’” 


The Tabernacle Offerings Presented 

20And all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Israel departed from the presence 
of Moses. 2!Then everyone came “whose 
heart was stirred, and everyone whose 
spirit was willing, and they xbrought the 
LorpD’s offering for the work of the taber- 
nacle of meeting, for all its service, and 
for the holy garments. 22They came, both 
men and women, as many as had a will- 
ing heart, and brought Yearrings and nose 
rings, rings and necklaces, all zjewelry 
of gold, that is, every man who made an 
offering of gold to the LORD. 23And “every 
man, with whom was found blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ 
hair, red skins of rams, and badger skins, 
brought them. 24Everyone who offered an 
offering of silver or bronze brought the 
LoRD’s offering. And everyone with whom 
was found acacia wood for any work of 
the service, brought it. 25All the women 
who were »gifted artisans spun yarn with 
their hands, and brought what they had 
spun, of blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine 
linen. 26And all the women whose hearts 
stirred with wisdom spun yarn of goats’ 
hair. 27¢-The rulers brought onyx stones, 
and the stones to be set in the ephod and 
in the breastplate, 28and ¢spices and oil 
for the light, for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense. 29The children of Israel 
brought a ¢freewill offering to the LORD, 
all the men and women whose hearts were 
willing to bring material for all kinds of 
work which the LorD, by the hand of Mo- 
ses, had commanded to be done. 


The Artisans Called by God 

30And Moses said to the children of Is- 
rael, “See, ‘the LORD has called by name 
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah; 3!and He has filled 
him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom 
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and understanding, in knowledge and all 
manner of workmanship, 32to design artis- 
tic works, to work in gold and silver and 
bronze, 33in cutting jewels for setting, in 
carving wood, and to work in all manner 
of artistic workmanship. 

34“And He has put in his heart the abili- 
ty to teach, in him and sAholiab the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35He has 
hfilled them with skill to do all manner 
of work of the engraver and the designer 
and the tapestry maker, in blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, and fine linen, and of 
the weaver—those who do every work and 
those who design artistic works. 
3 6 “And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every 

agifted artisan in whom the LORD 

has put wisdom and understanding, to 
know how to do all manner of work for the 
service of the sanctuary, shall do accord- 
ing to all that the LORD has commanded.” 


The People Give More than Enough 

2Then Moses called Bezalel and Aho- 
liab, and every gifted artisan in “whose 
heart the LORD had put wisdom, everyone 
whose heart was stirred, to come and do 
the work. 3And they received from Mo- 
ses all the “offering which the children 
of Israel ¢had brought for the work of the 
service of making the sanctuary. So they 
continued bringing to him freewill offer- 
ings every morning. 4Then all the crafts- 
men who were doing all the work of the 
sanctuary came, each from the work he 
was doing, ®and they spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, “The people bring much more than 
enough for the service of the work which 
the LORD commanded us to do.” 

6So Moses gave a commandment, and 
they caused it to be proclaimed through- 
out the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor 
woman do any more work for the offering 
of the sanctuary.” And the people were re- 
strained from bringing, 7for the material 
they had was sufficient for all the work to 
be done—indeed too much. 


Building the Tabernacle 

8hThen all the gifted artisans among 
them who worked on the tabernacle made 
ten curtains woven of fine linen, and of 


* 35:19 Or woven garments 


35:31-35 Spirit of God. The work of the Holy Spirit 
is often thought to have begun at Pentecost (Acts 2), 
but in fact the Holy Spirit of God was at work long 
before that time. The Old Testament shows that He 
was active in creation (Gen. 1:2; Job 33:4). The Spirit 
came upon men for prophetic utterance (1 Sam. 
10:10) and for all divine revelation (2 Sam. 23:2). Men 
were endowed for special functions by the power of 
the Holy Spirit (Ex. 31:3; Judg. 11:29; 13:25; 14:6). Beza- 
lel is a good example of a man indwelt by the Spirit of 
God in the Old Testament (37:1—9). 

36:8—37:29 Servant—Not only ability was required 


for service in building the tabernacle. God also 
wanted willing hearts (36:2). Even if we do not feel 
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blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with ar- 
tistic designs of cherubim they made them. 
9The length of each curtain was twenty- 
eight cubits, and the width of each curtain 
four cubits; the curtains were all the same 
size. And he coupled five curtains to one 
another, and the other five curtains he 
coupled to one another. !!1He made loops of 
blue yarn on the edge of the curtain on the 
selvedge of one set; likewise he did on the 
outer edge of the other curtain of the sec- 
ond set. !2iFifty loops he made on one cur- 
tain, and fifty loops he made on the edge of 
the curtain on the end of the second set; the 
loops held one curtain to another. And he 
made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the 
curtains to one another with the clasps, 
that it might be one tabernacle. 

14jHe made curtains of goats’ hair for 
the tent over the tabernacle; he made elev- 
en curtains. 5The length of each curtain 
was thirty cubits, and the width of each 
curtain four cubits; the eleven curtains 
were the same size. !6He coupled five cur- 
tains by themselves and six curtains by 
themselves. !17And he made fifty loops on 
the edge of the curtain that is outermost in 
one set, and fifty loops he made on the edge 
of the curtain of the second set. !8He also 
made fifty bronze clasps to couple the tent 
together, that it might be one. !9%Then he 
made a covering for the tent of ram skins 
dyed red, and a covering of badger skins 
above that. 

20For the tabernacle ‘he made boards 
of acacia wood, standing upright. 2! The 
length of each board was ten cubits, and 
the width of each board a cubit and a half. 
22Fach board had two tenons for binding 
one to another. Thus he made for all the 
boards of the tabernacle. 23And he made 
boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards 
for the south side. 24Forty sockets of silver 
he made to go under the twenty boards: 
two sockets under each of the boards for 
its two tenons. 25And for the other side of 
the tabernacle, the north side, he made 
twenty boards 26and their forty sockets 
of silver: two sockets under each of the 
boards. 27For the west side of the taberna- 
cle he made six boards. 28He also made two 
boards for the two back corners of the tab- 
ernacle. 29And they were coupled at the 
bottom and coupled together at the top 
by one ring. Thus he made both of them 
for the two corners. 39So there were eight 


boards and their sockets—sixteen sockets 
of silver—two sockets under each of the 
boards. 

31And he made "bars of acacia wood: 
five for the boards on one side of the tab- 
ernacle, 32five bars for the boards on the 
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars 
for the boards of the tabernacle on the far 
side westward. 33And he made the middle 
bar to pass through the boards from one 
end to the other. 34He overlaid the boards 
with gold, made their rings of gold to be 
holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars 
with gold. 

35And he made °a veil of blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen; 
it was worked with an artistic design of 
cherubim. 36He made for it four pillars of 
acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold, 
with their hooks of gold; and he cast four 
sockets of silver for them. 

37He also made a screen for the tab- 
ernacle door, of blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and fine woven linen, made by a 
weaver, 38and its five pillars with their 
hooks. And he overlaid their capitals and 
their rings with gold, but their five sockets 
were bronze. 


Making the Ark of the Testimony 
3 Then “Bezalel made >the ark of aca- 
cia wood; two and a half cubits was 
its length, a cubit and a half its width, and 
a cubit and a half its height. 2He overlaid 
it with pure gold inside and outside, and 
made a molding of gold all around it. 3And 
he cast for it four rings of gold to be set 
in its four corners: two rings on one side, 
and two rings on the other side of it. 4He 
made poles of acacia wood, and overlaid 
them with gold. 5And he put the poles into 
the rings at the sides of the ark, to bear 
the ark. 6He also made the mercy seat of 
pure gold; two and a half cubits was its 
length and a cubit and a half its width. 
7He made two cherubim of beaten gold; he 
made them of one piece at the two ends of 
the mercy seat: 8one cherub at one end on 
this side, and the other cherub at the other 
end on that side. He made the cherubim 
at the two ends of one piece with the mer- 
cy seat. 9The cherubim spread out their 
wings above, and covered the 4mercy seat 
with their wings. They faced one another; 
the faces of the cherubim were toward the 
mercy seat. 


that we are particularly good at anything, we must 
remember that every talent we possess, no mat- 
ter how small, is a gift from God. He gives us these 
gifts so that we will have something to give back to 
Him. We should look at ourselves, not saying, “I don’t 
have any great skill, I'll just sit and watch,” but rather, 
“Here's what | have—where shall | start?” 

37:1-9 Bezalel. Bezalel carefully reproduced the 
pattern given to Moses (25:10—22). Obviously this 
pattern wasn't just a “design suggestion” from God. 


Each detail had to be just like the plan because each 
part was a symbol or reminder of their relationship 
with God, His character, and His holiness. 
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Making the Table for 
the Showbread 


10He made ¢the table of acacia wood; two 
cubits was its length, a cubit its width, and 
a cubit and a half its height. "And he over- 
laid it with pure gold, and made a mold- 
ing of gold all around it. 12Also he made a 
frame of a handbreadth all around it, and 
made a molding of gold for the frame all 
around it. l8And he cast for it four rings 
of gold, and put the rings on the four cor- 
ners that were at its four legs. 4The rings 
were close to the frame, as holders for the 
poles to bear the table. 5And he made the 
poles of acacia wood to bear the table, and 
overlaid them with gold. 16He made of pure 
gold the utensils which were on the table: 
its fdishes, its cups, its bowls, and its pitch- 
ers for pouring. 


Making the Gold Lampstand 

17He also made the glampstand of pure 
gold; of hammered work he made the lamp- 
stand. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its 
ornamental knobs, and its flowers were of 
the same piece. !8And six branches came 
out of its sides: three branches of the lamp- 
stand out of one side, and three branches of 
the lampstand out of the other side. !9There 
were three bowls made like almond blos- 
soms on one branch, with an ornamental 
knob and a flower, and three bowls made 
like almond blossoms on the other branch, 
with an ornamental knob and a flower— 
and so for the six branches coming out of 
the lampstand. 20And on the lampstand 
itself were four bowls made like almond 
blossoms, each with its ornamental knob 
and flower. 2! There was a knob under the 
first two branches of the same, a knob un- 
der the second two branches of the same, 
and a knob under the third two branches 
of the same, according to the six branches 
extending from it. 22Their knobs and their 
branches were of one piece; all of it was 
one hammered piece of pure gold. 283And he 
made its seven lamps, its "wick-trimmers, 
and its trays of pure gold. 24Of a talent of 
pure gold he made it, with all its utensils. 


Making the Altar of Incense 

25iHe made the incense altar of acacia 
wood. Its length was a cubit and its width 
a cubit—it was square—and two cubits 
was its height. Its horns were of one piece 
with it. 26And he overlaid it with pure gold: 
its top, its sides all around, and its horns. 
He also made for it a molding of gold all 
around it. 27He made two rings of gold for 
it under its molding, by its two corners on 
both sides, as holders for the poles with 
which to bear it. 28And he jmade the poles of 
acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold. 
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Making the Anointing Oil and 
the Incense 

29He also made the holy anointing oil 
and the pure incense of sweet spices, ac- 
cording to the work of the perfumer. 


Making the Altar of Burnt Offering 
3 He made ¢the altar of burnt offering 

of acacia wood; five cubits was its 
length and five cubits its width—it was 
square—and its height was three cubits. 
2He made its horns on its four corners; the 
horns were of one piece with it. And he 
overlaid it with bronze. 3He made all the 
utensils for the altar: the pans, the shov- 
els, the basins, the forks, and the firepans; 
all its utensils he made of bronze. 4And he 
made a grate of bronze network for the al- 
tar, under its rim, midway from the bottom. 
5He cast four rings for the four corners of 
the bronze grating, as holders for the poles. 
6And he made the poles of acacia wood, 
and overlaid them with bronze. 7Then he 
put the poles into the rings on the sides of 
the altar, with which to bear it. He made the 
altar hollow with boards. 


Making the Bronze Laver 

8He made the laver of bronze and its 
base of bronze, from the bronze mirrors of 
the serving women who assembled at the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting. 


Making the Court of the Tabernacle 

9Then he made cthe court on the south 
side; the hangings of the court were of 
fine woven linen, one hundred cubits long. 
10There were twenty pillars for them, with 
twenty bronze sockets. The hooks of the 
pillars and their bands were silver. "On the 
north side the hangings were one hundred 
cubits long, with twenty pillars and their 
twenty bronze sockets. The hooks of the 
pillars and their bands were silver. !2And on 
the west side there were hangings of fifty 
cubits, with ten pillars and their ten sock- 
ets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands 
were silver. !8For the east side the hangings 
were fifty cubits. 4The hangings of one side 
of the gate were fifteen cubits long, with 
their three pillars and their three sockets, 
sand the same for the other side of the court 
gate; on this side and that were hangings 
of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and 
their three sockets. 16All the hangings of the 
court all around were of fine woven linen. 
17The sockets for the pillars were bronze, 
the hooks of the pillars and their bands 
were silver, and the overlay of their capitals 
was Silver; and all the pillars of the court 
had bands of silver. !8The screen for the gate 
of the court was woven of blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen. The 
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length was twenty cubits, and the height 
along its width was five cubits, correspond- 
ing to the hangings of the court. !8And there 
were four pillars with their four sockets of 
bronze; their hooks were silver, and the 
overlay of their capitals and their bands was 
silver. 2°A1l the 4pegs of the tabernacle, and 
of the court all around, were bronze. 


Materials of the Tabernacle 

21This is the inventory of the tabernacle, 
ethe tabernacle of the Testimony, which 
was counted according to the command- 
ment of Moses, for the service of the Le- 
vites, fby the hand of sIthamar, son of 
Aaron the priest. 

22hBezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah, made all that the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 23And with 
him was ‘Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan, an engraver and design- 
er, a weaver of blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and of fine linen. 

24A]] the gold that was used in all the 
work of the holy place, that is, the gold of 
the joffering, was twenty-nine talents and 
seven hundred and thirty shekels, accord- 
ing to *the shekel of the sanctuary. 25And 
the silver from those who were 'numbered 
of the congregation was one hundred tal- 
ents and one thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-five shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary: 26a bekah for 
each man (that is, half a shekel, according 
to the shekel of the sanctuary), for every- 
one included in the numbering from twen- 
ty years old and above, for "six hundred 
and three thousand, five hundred and fifty 
men. 27And from the hundred talents of sil- 
ver were cast °the sockets of the sanctuary 
and the bases of the veil: one hundred sock- 
ets from the hundred talents, one talent for 
each socket. 28Then from the one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five shekels he 
made hooks for the pillars, overlaid their 
capitals, and Pmade bands for them. 

29The offering of bronze was seventy tal- 
ents and two thousand four hundred shek- 
els. 30And with it he made the sockets for 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting, the 


bronze altar, the bronze grating for it, and 
all the utensils for the altar, 3!the sockets for 
the court all around, the bases for the court 
gate, all the pegs for the tabernacle, and all 
the pegs for the court all around. 


Making the Garments 


of the Priesthood 

3 Of the “blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread they made »garments of min- 

istry,* for ministering in the holy place, 

and made the holy garments for Aaron, ¢as 

the LORD had commanded Moses. 


Making the Ephod 

2dHe made the ¢ephod of gold, blue, pur- 
ple, and scarlet thread, and of fine woven 
linen. 3And they beat the gold into thin 
sheets and cut it into threads, to work it in 
with the blue, purple, and scarlet thread, 
and the fine linen, into artistic designs. 
4They made shoulder straps for it to cou- 
ple it together; it was coupled together at its 
two edges. 5And the intricately woven band 
of his ephod that was on it was of the same 
workmanship, woven of gold, blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, and of fine woven linen, 
as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

6fAnd they set onyx stones, enclosed 
in settings of gold; they were engraved, 
as signets are engraved, with the names 
of the sons of Israel. 7He put them on the 
shoulders of the ephod as :memorial stones 
for the sons of Israel, as the LORD had com- 
manded Moses. 


Making the Breastplate 

8hAnd he made the breastplate, artisti- 
cally woven like the workmanship of the 
ephod, of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and of fine woven linen. 9They 
made the breastplate square by doubling 
it; a span was its length and a span its 
width when doubled. !%And they set in it 
four rows of stones: a row with a sardius, 
a topaz, and an emerald was the first row; 
llthe second row, a turquoise, a sapphire, 


* 39:1 Or woven garments 


38:22-23 Responsibility—No higher tribute can 
be paid than “Well done—you’ve finished.” Bezalel 
and his assistant, Aholiab, were called, Spirit-en- 
dowed, and commissioned for one work and one 
work alone. Neither of these individuals ever became 
celebrities, but God does not measure our effective- 
ness in His kingdom work by how many times we 
make the headlines in the local media. God cares 
about whether we obey Him faithfully, not whether 
other people approve of us. It is easy to make verbal 
commitments that sound really good, but God isn’t 
looking for fine words. He complimented Bezalel and 
Aholiab on finishing their assignment, not on their 
fine start or their good intentions (39:43). 

38:24 All the gold. The weight of all the gold used 
in the work may have been about a ton. The talent 
weighed about 75 pounds, and equaled 3,000 shekels. 
38:25 the silver. The quantity of silver was enor- 
mous, about 7,000 pounds. 


38:26 a bekah for each man. The census of Numbers 
14:6 puts the number of men over the age of 20 at 
603,550. 

38:27-28 the sanctuary. Although the tabernacle 
was a tent, it was not a makeshift dwelling. It was a 
glorious shrine that symbolized the presence of the 
living God in the midst of the people. 

38:29 bronze. About 5,000 pounds of bronze were 
used. 
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and a diamond; !?the third row, a jacinth, 
an agate, and an amethyst; !8the fourth row, 
a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were 
enclosed in settings of gold in their mount- 
ings. 4There were itwelve stones according 
to the names of the sons of Israel: accord- 
ing to their names, engraved like a signet, 
each one with its own name according to 
the twelve tribes. 15And they made chains 
for the breastplate at the ends, like braided 
cords of pure gold. 16They also made two 
settings of gold and two gold rings, and put 
the two rings on the two ends of the breast- 
plate. !17And they put the two braided chains 
of gold in the two rings on the ends of the 
breastplate. 18The two ends of the two 
braided chains they fastened in the two set- 
tings, and put them on the shoulder straps 
of the ephod in the front. !8And they made 
two rings of gold and put them on the two 
ends of the breastplate, on the edge of it, 
which was on the inward side of the ephod. 
20They made two other gold rings and put 
them on the two shoulder straps, under- 
neath the ephod toward its front, right at 
the seam above the intricately woven band 
of the ephod. 21And they bound the breast- 
plate by means of its rings to the rings of 
the ephod with a blue cord, so that it would 
be above the intricately woven band of the 
ephod, and that the breastplate would not 
come loose from the ephod, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 


Making the Other Priestly 


Garments 

22kHe made the !robe of the ephod of 
woven work, all of blue. 23And there was 
an opening in the middle of the robe, like 
the opening in a coat of mail, with a woven 
binding all around the opening, so that it 
would not tear. 24They made on the hem of 
the robe pomegranates of blue, purple, and 
scarlet, and of fine woven linen. 25And they 
made “bells of pure gold, and put the bells 
between the pomegranates on the hem of 
the robe all around between the pomegran- 
ates: 26a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and 
a pomegranate, all around the hem of the 
robe to minister in, as the LORD had com- 
manded Moses. 

27mThey made tunics, artistically woven 
of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 28°a 
turban of fine linen, exquisite hats of fine 
linen, Pshort trousers of fine woven linen, 


Exodus 40:3 @ 105 
29dand a sash of fine woven linen with blue, 
purple, and scarlet thread, made by a weav- 
er, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
30rThen they made the plate of the holy 
crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an in- 
scription like the engraving of a signet: 


sHOLINESS TO THE LORD. 


31And they tied to it a blue cord, to fasten it 
above on the turban, as the LORD had com- 
manded Moses. 


The Work Completed 

32Thus all the work of the tabernacle of 
the tent of meeting was ‘finished. And the 
children of Israel did “according to all that 
the LORD had commanded Moses; so they 
did. 33And they brought the tabernacle to 
Moses, the tent and all its furnishings: its 
clasps, its boards, its bars, its pillars, and 
its sockets; 34the covering of ram skins 
dyed red, the covering of badger skins, and 
the veil of the covering; *5the ark of the Tes- 
timony with its poles, and the mercy seat; 
36the table, all its utensils, and the yshow- 
bread; 37the pure gold lampstand with its 
lamps (the lamps set in order), all its uten- 
sils, and the oil for light; 38the gold altar, 
the anointing oil, and the sweet incense; 
the screen for the tabernacle door; 39the 
bronze altar, its grate of bronze, its poles, 
and all its utensils; the laver with its base; 
40the hangings of the court, its pillars and 
its sockets, the screen for the court gate, 
its cords, and its pegs; all the utensils for 
the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of 
meeting; 4land the garments of ministry,* 
to minister in the holy place: the holy gar- 
ments for Aaron the priest, and his sons’ 
garments, to minister as priests. 

42According to all that the LORD had 
commanded Moses, so the children of Is- 
rael wdid all the work. 43Then Moses looked 
over all the work, and indeed they had done 
it; as the LORD had commanded, just so they 
had done it. And Moses «blessed them. 


The Tabernacle Erected and 


Arranged 

4 Then the LORD ¢spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 2“On the first day of the first 

month you shall set up ¢the tabernacle of 

the tent of meeting. 34You shall put in it the 


* 39:41 Or woven garments 


39:32-43 so they did. Because it was so important in 
God's plan for His people, both in the wilderness and 
today, the tabernacle had to be constructed in exact 
accordance with the divine pattern. It was the place 
where His glory would actually dwell and where 
they could meet Him. Because they had done just as 
the Lord had commanded, “Moses blessed them.” A 
mood of celebration pervades these verses. One can 
sense the pride of accomplishment coupled with the 
reverence for all of these holy objects. 

40:2 first month. This was the month of Abib, 
also called Nisan (12:2; 13:4). The tabernacle was 


completed nine months after the arrival of the peo- 
ple at Mount Sinai (19:1) and two weeks before the 
second celebration of the Passover (v. 17). 
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ark of the Testimony, and partition off the 
ark with the veil. 4¢ You shall bring in the 
table and farrange the things that are to be 
set in order on it; and you shall bring in 
the lampstand and light its lamps. 5’ You 
shall also set the altar of gold for the in- 
cense before the ark of the Testimony, and 
put up the screen for the door of the taber- 
nacle. 6Then you shall set the ‘altar of the 
burnt offering before the door of the tab- 
ernacle of the tent of meeting. 7And ‘you 
shall set the laver between the tabernacle 
of meeting and the altar, and put water in 
it. 8You shall set up the court all around, 
and hang up the screen at the court gate. 
9“And you shall take the anointing oil, 
and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in 
it; and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, 
and it shall be holy. !°You shall ‘anoint the 
altar of the burnt offering and all its uten- 
sils, and consecrate the altar. "The altar 
shall be most holy. UAnd you shall anoint 
the laver and its base, and consecrate it. 
12n*Then you shall bring Aaron and his 
sons to the door of the tabernacle of meet- 
ing and wash them with water. 13 You shall 
put the holy °garments on Aaron, Pand 
anoint him and consecrate him, that he 
may minister to Me as priest. 4And you 
shall bring his sons and clothe them with 
tunics. >You shall anoint them, as you 
anointed their father, that they may min- 
ister to Me as priests; for their anointing 
shall surely be ¢an everlasting priesthood 
throughout their generations.” 
16Thus Moses did; according to all that 
the LORD had commanded him, so he did. 
17And it came to pass in the first month 
of the second year, on the first day of the 
month, that the "tabernacle was raised 
up. 18So Moses raised up the tabernacle, 
fastened its sockets, set up its boards, put 
in its bars, and raised up its pillars. 9And 
he spread out the tent over the tabernacle 
and put the covering of the tent on top of it, 
as the LORD had commanded Moses. 2°He 
took sthe Testimony and put it into the ark, 
inserted the poles through the rings of 
the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of 
the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the 


tabernacle, ‘hung up the veil of the cover- 
ing, and partitioned off the ark of the Testi- 
mony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

22uHe put the table in the tabernacle of 
meeting, on the north side of the taberna- 
cle, outside the veil; 23vand he set the bread 
in order upon it before the LORD, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 24~He put 
the lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting, 
across from the table, on the south side of 
the tabernacle; 25and xhe lit the lamps be- 
fore the LORD, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 26yHe put the gold altar in the taber- 
nacle of meeting in front of the veil; 272and 
he burned sweet incense on it, as the LORD 
had commanded Moses. 28¢He hung up the 
screen at the door of the tabernacle. 29»And 
he put the altar of burnt offering before the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of meet- 
ing, and coffered upon it the burnt offering 
and the grain offering, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 39¢He set the laver be- 
tween the tabernacle of meeting and the al- 
tar, and put water there for washing; #!and 
Moses, Aaron, and his sons would ¢wash 
their hands and their feet with water from 
it. 32 Whenever they went into the taberna- 
cle of meeting, and when they came near 
the altar, they washed, fas the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 33sAnd he raised up 
the court all around the tabernacle and the 
altar, and hung up the screen of the court 
gate. So Moses "finished the work. 


The Cloud and the Glory 

34iThen the icloud covered the taberna- 
cle of meeting, and the *glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses 'was 
not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, 
because the cloud rested above it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
36mWhenever the cloud was taken up from 
above the tabernacle, the children of Is- 
rael would go onward in all their journeys. 
37But "if the cloud was not taken up, then 
they did not journey till the day that it was 
taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was 
above the tabernacle by day, and fire was 
over it by night, in the sight of all the house 
of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 


40:20-21 the Testimony .. . the mercy seat. The 
Testimony was the stone tablets of the Ten Com- 
mandments (25:16). The mercy seat was the cover of 
the ark (25:17—22). 

40:34 cloud... glory. When the Lord came near in 
19:20, the people were terrified, but this time they 
were overjoyed. The glory of the Lord filling the tab- 
ernacle demonstrated His presence with the Israel- 
ites, His significance to them, and His awe-inspiring 
wonder. 

40:35 the cloud rested above it. God is not “far away 
in heaven,” occasionally looking at the earth. He lives 
among His people, and He desires to communicate 
with them (John 1:14). 

40:38 the cloud of the Lorb. The Book of Exodus 
ends with the picture of the gracious God hovering 


protectively over His people. He allowed His presence 
to be felt and seen. 


40:4 © Ex. 26:35; 40:22 fEx. 25:30; 40:23 9 Ex. 40:24, 

25 40:5"Ex.40:26 40:6/Ex.39:39 40:7/Ex. 30:18; 
40:30 40:9*Ex.30:26 40:10/Ex. 30:26-30 ™Ex. 
29:36,37 40:12" Lev. 8:1-13 40:13 ° Ex. 29:5; 39:1, 
41 P[Ex. 28:41] 40:159Num. 25:13 40:17’ Ex. 40:2 
40:205Ex.25:16 40:21 Ex. 26:33 40:22 Ex. 26:35 
40:23 Ex.40:4 40:24”Ex. 26:35 40:25 *Ex. 25:37; 
30:7,8;40:4 40:26YEx. 30:1,6;40:5 40:277Ex. 

30:7. 40:28 Ex. 26:36;40:5 40:29%Ex. 40:6 ©Ex. 
29:38-42 40:304Ex. 30:18;40:7 40:31 Ex. 30:19, 
20 40:32fEx. 30:19 40:33 9Ex. 27:9-18; 40:8 '[Heb. 
3:2-5] 40:34/Num. 9:15 /1 Kin. 8:10, 11 ‘Lev. 9:6, 23 
40:35/1 Kin.8:11 40:36Num. 9:17 40:37" Num. 
9:19-22 40:38°Ex. 13:21 


THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 


LEVITICUS 


> AUTHOR: Moses is declared to be the author of Leviticus fifty-six times within the 
book. External evidence supporting the authorship of Moses includes (1) a uniform 
ancient testimony, (2) parallels found in the Ras Shamra Tablets dating from 1400 
B.c., and (3) the testimony of Christ (Matt. 8:2-4 and Lev. 14:1-4; Matt. 12:4 and Lev. 
24:9; Luke 2:22). 

> TIME: c. 1405 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Lev. 20:7-8 

> THEME: Leviticus is God's guidebook for His newly redeemed people. It shows 
them how to worship and live holy lives. The instructions for the sacrificial system 
point to a holy God and what He requires from people who would serve Him. The 
laws of holiness and sanctification provide basic instructions for living ina commu- 
nity. Together the two groups of laws are a framework for relationship between God 
and man. Blessings result from obedience to these laws and discipline is the result 


of disobedience. 


The Burnt Offering 

Now the LorD called to Moses, and 

spoke to him >from the tabernacle of 
meeting, saying, 2“Speak to the children 
of Israel, and say to them: ¢‘When any one 
of you brings an offering to the LORD, you 
shall bring your offering of the livestock— 
of the herd and of the flock. 

3‘If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the 
herd, let him offer a male ¢without blem- 
ish; he shall offer it of his own free will 
at the door of the tabernacle of meeting 
before the LORD. 4¢Then he shall put his 
hand on the head of the burnt offering, 
and it will be ‘accepted on his behalf ¢to 
make atonement for him. °He shall kill 
the "bull before the LORD; ‘and the priests, 


Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood jand 
sprinkle the blood all around on the al- 
tar that is by the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting. 6And he shall &skin the burnt 
offering and cut it into its pieces. 7The 
sons of Aaron the priest shall put ‘fire on 
the altar, and ™lay the wood in order on 
the fire. 8Then the priests, Aaron’s sons, 
shall lay the parts, the head, and the fat in 
order on the wood that is on the fire upon 
the altar; 9but he shall wash its entrails 
and its legs with water. And the priest shall 
burn all on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, 
an offering made by fire, a "sweet aroma 
to the LORD. 

10‘Tf his offering is of the flocks—of 
the sheep or of the goats—as a burnt 
sacrifice, he shall bring a male “without 


1:1-17 offering to the Lorb. Leviticus continues the 
Exodus narrative of the dedication of the tabernacle 
by indicating how the liberated Israelites are to wor- 
ship their God. This book deals with the voluntary 
sacrifices for thanksgiving, communion, or cleansing 
from sin. These offerings from the herd or flock rep- 
resented the labor and financial investment of the 
owner, and were a continual reminder that a price 
always has to be paid for sin. 

1:3 burnt sacrifice. The “burnt sacrifice” was the only 
offering that was entirely consumed on the altar. It 
foreshadows the total sacrifice of Christ on the cross, 
as well as representing wholehearted, unreserved 
worship where nothing is withheld or left over. It 
reminds us that nothing must be held back for our- 
selves; it all belongs to Him. male without blemish. 
Offering a perfect animal was a real sacrifice, not just 
“something they didn’t really need or want.” These 
perfect animals were valuable for breeding or for 
sale. The principle still holds. God’s people are to offer 
their best, of their own free will, and with joy. 


1:4 he shall put his hand upon the head of the 
burnt offering. Each worshiper brought his or her 
own offering and laid his own hand on the animal’s 
head. No one could send another to act on his behalf. 
In the same way, no one today can send someone 
else to accept Christ’s atonement for him; we must 
each come to Christ ourselves, acknowledging our 
own sin before Him. 

1:9 sweet aroma. Never does Scripture represent 
God as eating the offerings brought to Him, as the 
pagan gods were thought to do. When a sacrifice was 
done in faith with a free will, it was accepted by the 
Lord as desirable, or sweet. 
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blemish. ™»He shall kill it on the north 
side of the altar before the LORD; and the 
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle its 
blood all around on the altar. 12And he 
shall cut it into its pieces, with its head 
and its fat; and the priest shall lay them 
in order on the wood that is on the fire 
upon the altar; !3but he shall wash the 
entrails and the legs with water. Then 
the priest shall bring it all and burn it on 
the altar; it is a burnt sacrifice, an 4offer- 
ing made by fire, a sweet aroma to the 
LORD. 

14‘And if the burnt sacrifice of his offer- 
ing to the LORD is of birds, then he shall 
bring his offering of 'turtledoves or young 
pigeons. The priest shall bring it to the 
altar, wring off its head, and burn it on the 
altar; its blood shall be drained out at the 
side of the altar. 16And he shall remove its 
crop with its feathers and cast it sbeside 
the altar on the east side, into the place for 
ashes. 17Then he shall split it at its wings, 
but tshall not divide it completely; and the 
priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood 
that is on the fire. “It is a burnt sacrifice, 
an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to 
the LORD. 


The Grain Offering 

‘When anyone offers 4a grain offering 

to the LORD, his offering shall be of 
fine flour. And he shall pour oil on it, and 
put frankincense on it. 2He shall bring it 
to Aaron’s sons, the priests, one of whom 
shall take from it his handful of fine flour 
and oil with all the frankincense. And the 
priest shall burn cit as a memorial on the 
altar, an offering made by fire, a sweet 
aroma to the LORD. 3¢The rest of the grain 
offering shall be Aaron’s and his esons’. fIt 
is most holy of the offerings to the LORD 
made by fire. 

4‘And if you bring as an offering a grain 
offering baked in the oven, it shall be 


unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed with 
oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with 
oil. 5But if your offering is a grain offering 
baked in a pan, it shall be of fine flour, un- 
leavened, mixed with oil. ®You shall break 
it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain 
offering. 

7If your offering is a grain offering 
baked in a "covered pan, it shall be made 
of fine flour with oil. 8You shall bring 
the grain offering that is made of these 
things to the LORD. And when it is pre- 
sented to the priest, he shall bring it to 
the altar. 9Then the priest shall take from 
the grain offering ‘a memorial portion, 
and burn it on the altar. It is an joffering 
made by fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD. 
10And kwhat is left of the grain offering 
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is most 
holy of the offerings to the LORD made 
by fire. 

‘No grain offering which you bring to 
the LORD shall be made with ‘leaven, for 
you shall burn no leaven nor any honey 
in any offering to the LORD made by fire. 
12mAs for the offering of the firstfruits, 
you shall offer them to the LORD, but they 
shall not be burned on the altar for a sweet 
aroma. And every offering of your grain 
offering "you shall season with salt; you 
shall not allow cthe salt of the covenant 
of your God to be lacking from your grain 
offering. >With all your offerings you shall 
offer salt. 

14Tf you offer a grain offering of your 
firstfruits to the LORD, “you shall offer 
for the grain offering of your firstfruits 
green heads of grain roasted on the fire, 
grain beaten from ‘full heads. And syou 
shall put oil on it, and lay frankincense on 
it. It is a grain offering. 16Then the priest 
shall burn ‘the memorial portion: part of 
its beaten grain and part of its oil, with all 
the frankincense, as an offering made by 
fire to the LORD. 


2:1 oil... frankincense. Olive oil was a primary part 
of the diet and a prominent symbol of blessing and 
prosperity. Frankincense was a costly incense from 
South Arabia and East Africa, an imported luxury that 
would have to be bought with money. By including 
frankincense, as well as the animals and grain they 
could raise on their land, every aspect of Israel’s 
wealth was made a part of the offerings to God. 

2:3 shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. A significant por- 
tion of the priest's daily food came from this part of 
the grain offering. Only the consecrated priests were 
allowed to eat it, and only within the tabernacle. 
2:8-9 priest. There were always two individuals 
involved when the ancient Hebrew brought his sac- 
rifice to God. One was the offerer himself and the 
other was the officiating priest, who was the “bridge 
builder” between men and God. Jesus, as a better 
priest and a better sacrifice, once for all time bridged 
the gap between God and man, and through Him we 
can have direct access to God, to confess our sins and 
receive forgiveness. 


2:11 leaven. Leaven and honey were prohibited 
because both cause fermentation, which represents 
corruption. 

2:13 salt of the covenant of your God. Salt was to be 
used in every grain offering. This was a reminder of the 
covenant that God had made with Israel at Sinai, and 
was a symbol of faithfulness to God and His covenant. 
There is an old saying, “he has eaten my salt,” which 
means that you have taken someone into your home, 
given them shelter, food, and hospitality. The idea 
of the “salt” of God’s covenant was well understood. 
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The Peace Offering 

‘When his offering is a ¢sacrifice of a 

peace offering, if he offers it of the herd, 
whether male or female, he shall offer it 
bwithout blemish before the LORD. 2And 
che shall lay his hand on the head of his 
offering, and kill it at the door of the tab- 
ernacle of meeting; and Aaron’s sons, the 
priests, shall 4sprinkle the blood all around 
on the altar. 3Then he shall offer from the 
sacrifice of the peace offering an offering 
made by fire to the LORD. ¢The fat that cov- 
ers the entrails and all the fat that is on the 
entrails, 4the two kidneys and the fat that 
is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe 
attached to the liver above the kidneys, he 
shall remove; 5and Aaron’s sons ‘shall burn 
it on the altar upon the “burnt sacrifice, 
which is on the wood that is on the fire, as 
an “offering made by fire, a ‘sweet aroma 
to the LORD. 

6‘If his offering as a sacrifice of a peace 
offering to the LORD is of the flock, wheth- 
er male or female, jhe shall offer it without 
blemish. 7If he offers a lamb as his offer- 
ing, then he shall 'offer it "before the LORD. 
8And he shall lay his hand on the head of 
his offering, and kill it before the taber- 
nacle of meeting; and Aaron’s sons shall 
sprinkle its blood all around on the altar. 

9‘Then he shall offer from the sacrifice 
of the peace offering, as an offering made 
by fire to the LORD, its fat and the whole 
fat tail which he shall remove close to the 
backbone. And the fat that covers the en- 
trails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 
10the two kidneys and the fat that is on 
them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe at- 
tached to the liver above the kidneys, he 
shall remove; and the priest shall burn 
them on the altar as "food, an offering 
made by fire to the LORD. 

12‘And if his °offering is a goat, then vhe 
shall offer it before the LORD. !8He shall 
lay his hand on its head and kill it before 
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the tabernacle of meeting; and the sons of 
Aaron shall sprinkle its blood all around 
on the altar. 4Then he shall offer from it 
his offering, as an offering made by fire to 
the LORD. The fat that covers the entrails 
and all the fat that is on the entrails, 5the 
two kidneys and the fat that is on them by 
the flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to 
the liver above the kidneys, he shall re- 
move; !6and the priest shall burn them on 
the altar as food, an offering made by fire 
for a sweet aroma; “all the fat is the LORD’s. 

17‘This shall be a "perpetual statute 
throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings: you shall eat neither fat nor 
sblood.’” 


The Sin Offering 


Now the LorRD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 
saying: “If a person sins unintentionally 
against any of the commandments of the 
LoRD in anything which ought not to be 
done, and does any of them, 24if the anoint- 
ed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, 
then let him offer to the LORD for his sin 
which he has sinned ¢a young bull without 
blemish as a 4sin offering. 4He shall bring 
the bull eto the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting before the LORD, lay his hand on 
the bull’s head, and kill the bull before the 
LORD. >Then the anointed priest shall ftake 
some of the bull’s blood and bring it to the 
tabernacle of meeting. 6The priest shall dip 
his finger in the blood and sprinkle some 
of the blood seven times before the LORD, 
in front of the 2veil of the sanctuary. 7And 
the priest shall "put some of the blood on 
the horns of the altar of sweet incense be- 
fore the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of 
meeting; and he shall pour ‘the remaining 
blood of the bull at the base of the altar of 
the burnt offering, which is at the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting. 8He shall take 
from it all the fat of the bull as the sin of- 
fering. The fat that covers the entrails and 


3:1 peace offering. The Hebrew word for “peace” 
means “wholeness, completeness, soundness, 
health.” When a person possesses all of these attri- 
butes, he is at peace. The peace offerings were a time 
of celebrating and enjoying the gift of peace with 
God. Yet it was only after Christ’s death and resur- 
rection, when He became our perfect peace offering 
(Col. 1:20) that we could really have perfect peace 
with God. The sacrifices had to be made over and 
over, but Christ’s death was once, for all time. 

3:3-4 two kidneys, and the fat that ison them... 
the fatty lobe. The fat was one of the most prized 
portions of the meat, and the kidneys were consid- 
ered the seat of the emotions. The liver was an essen- 
tial organ for telling the future in the pagan cultures 
surrounding Israel. Giving all of these things to God 
symbolized giving Him the best, giving Him the 
hopes, dreams, and desires of life; recognizing that 
He alone has control of the future, and that He will 
reveal it in His own way, at His own time. 

3:5 upon the burnt sacrifice. The peace offering nor- 


mally followed the burnt offering, which was entirely 
consumed on the altar. Being reconciled to God 
through the burnt offering, the worshiper was in a posi- 
tion to fellowship with God. Repentance and reconcilia- 
tion must always come before genuine fellowship. 

3:9 the whole fat tail. The tail of the Palestinian 
broad-tailed sheep is almost entirely fat and can weigh 
more than 16 pounds. This explains its special mention 
in the regulations for offering the fat of the sheep. 
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all the fat which is on the entrails, 9the two 
kidneys and the fat that is on them by the 
flanks, and the fatty lobe attached to the 
liver above the kidneys, he shall remove, 
10jas it was taken from the bull of the sac- 
rifice of the peace offering; and the priest 
shall burn them on the altar of the burnt 
offering. But the bull’s hide and all its 
flesh, with its head and legs, its entrails 
and offal— !2the whole bull he shall carry 
outside the camp to a clean place, 'where 
the ashes are poured out, and burn it on 
wood with fire; where the ashes are poured 
out it shall be burned. 

13‘Now "if the whole congregation of Is- 
rael sins unintentionally, cand the thing 
is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, 
and they have done something against 
any of the commandments of the LORD in 
anything which should not be done, and 
are guilty; 4when the sin which they have 
committed becomes known, then the as- 
sembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, 
and bring it before the tabernacle of meet- 
ing. 5And the elders of the congregation 
pshall lay their hands on the head of the 
bull before the LORD. Then the bull shall 
be killed before the LORD. !67The anointed 
priest shall bring some of the bull’s blood 
to the tabernacle of meeting. 17Then the 
priest shall dip his finger in the blood and 
sprinkle it seven times before the LORD, in 
front of the veil. 18And he shall put some of 
the blood on the horns of the altar which is 
before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle 
of meeting; and he shall pour the remain- 
ing blood at the base of the altar of burnt 
offering, which is at the door of the taber- 
nacle of meeting. !19He shall take all the fat 
from it and burn it on the altar. 29And he 
shall do with the bull as he did with the 
bull as a sin offering; thus he shall do with 
it. SSo the priest shall make atonement for 
them, and it shall be forgiven them. 2!Then 
he shall carry the bull outside the camp, 
and burn it as he burned the first bull. It is 
a sin offering for the assembly. 

22°When a ruler has sinned, and ‘done 
something unintentionally against any of 
the commandments of the LORD his God 
in anything which should not be done, and 
is guilty, 23or “if his sin which he has com- 
mitted comes to his knowledge, he shall 


bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a 
male without blemish. 24And Vhe shall lay 
his hand on the head of the goat, and kill 
it at the place where they kill the burnt of- 
fering before the LORD. It is a sin offering. 
25wThe priest shall take some of the blood 
of the sin offering with his finger, put it 
on the horns of the altar of burnt offering, 
and pour its blood at the base of the altar 
of burnt offering. 26And he shall burn all its 
fat on the altar, like xthe fat of the sacrifice 
of the peace offering. ySo the priest shall 
make atonement for him concerning his 
sin, and it shall be forgiven him. 

272'Tf anyone of the common people 
sins unintentionally by doing something 
against any of the commandments of the 
LORD in anything which ought not to be 
done, and is guilty, 28or 4if his sin which 
he has committed comes to his knowledge, 
then he shall bring as his offering a kid of 
the goats, a female without blemish, for 
his sin which he has committed. 29And he 
shall lay his hand on the head of the sin of- 
fering, and kill the sin offering at the place 
of the burnt offering. 3°Then the priest 
shall take some of its blood with his finger, 
put it on the horns of the altar of burnt of- 
fering, and pour all the remaining blood at 
the base of the altar. 3l¢He shall remove all 
its fat, das fat is removed from the sacrifice 
of the peace offering; and the priest shall 
burn it on the altar for a ¢sweet aroma to 
the LORD. fSo the priest shall make atone- 
ment for him, and it shall be forgiven him. 

32‘Tf he brings a lamb as his sin offering, 
she shall bring a female without blemish. 
33Then he shall "lay his hand on the head 
of the sin offering, and kill it as a sin offer- 
ing at the place where they kill the burnt 
offering. 34The priest shall take some of the 
blood of the sin offering with his finger, put 
it on the horns of the altar of burnt offer- 
ing, and pour all the remaining blood at the 
base of the altar. 35He shall remove all its 
fat, as the fat of the lamb is removed from 
the sacrifice of the peace offering. Then the 
priest shall burn it on the altar, ‘according 
to the offerings made by fire to the LORD. 
iSo the priest shall make atonement for his 
sin that he has committed, and it shall be 
forgiven him. 


4:11-12 the whole bull. Burning the whole bull 
ensured that the priest did not profit in any way from 
his own sin or the atonement for his sin. Carrying it 
outside the camp was another way of symbolizing 
the seriousness and pollution of sin. 

4:13-21 the whole congregation. Interestingly, not 
only individuals bring a sin offering to God, but the 
whole congregation as well. We are used to thinking 
of individuals coming under conviction and repent- 
ing, but how can a whole community come to this 
way of thinking? A congregation or community can 
begin to realize that they have misrepresented God, 
or fallen short of their God-given responsibilities, and 
together repent and ask for forgiveness, even though 


the members repenting may not have been the 
actual people who made the bad decisions that cre- 
ated the problem. Groups need to turn around and 
redirect their actions, just as much as individuals do, 
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The Trespass Offering 
5 ‘If a person sins in “hearing the utter- 

ance of an oath, and is a witness, wheth- 
er he has seen or known of the matter—if 
he does not tell it, he bears guilt. 

2‘Or cif a person touches any unclean 
thing, whether it is the carcass of an un- 
clean beast, or the carcass of unclean live- 
stock, or the carcass of unclean creeping 
things, and he is unaware of it, he also shall 
be unclean and @guilty. 3Or if he touches 
ehuman uncleanness—whatever unclean- 
ness with which a man may be defiled, 
and he is unaware of it—when he realizes 
it, then he shall be guilty. 

4Or if a person swears, speaking 
thoughtlessly with his lips fto do evil or 
£to do good, whatever it is that a man may 
pronounce by an oath, and he is unaware 
of it—when he realizes it, then he shall be 
guilty in any of these matters. 

5‘And it shall be, when he is guilty in any 
of these matters, that he shall "confess that 
he has sinned in that thing; 6and he shall 
bring his trespass offering to the LORD for 
his sin which he has committed, a female 
from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats 
as a sin offering. So the priest shall make 
atonement for him concerning his sin. 

7‘Tf he is not able to bring a lamb, then 
he shall bring to the LORD, for his trespass 
which he has committed, two ‘turtledoves 
or two young pigeons: one as a sin offering 
and the other as a burnt offering. 8And he 
shall bring them to the priest, who shall of- 
fer that which is for the sin offering first, 
and kwring off its head from its neck, but 
shall not divide it completely. 9Then he 
shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin 
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offering on the side of the altar, and the 
lrest of the blood shall be drained out at the 
base of the altar. It is a sin offering. And 
he shall offer the second as a burnt offer- 
ing according to the "prescribed manner. 
So "the priest shall make atonement on his 
behalf for his sin which he has committed, 
and it shall be forgiven him. 

‘But if he is enot able to bring two tur- 
tledoves or two young pigeons, then he 
who sinned shall bring for his offering 
one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a 
sin offering. He shall put no oil on it, nor 
shall he put frankincense on it, for it is a 
sin offering. !2Then he shall bring it to the 
priest, and the priest shall take his hand- 
ful of it 4as a memorial portion, and burn 
it on the altar "according to the offerings 
made by fire to the LORD. It is a sin offer- 
ing. 18sThe priest shall make atonement for 
him, for his sin that he has committed in 
any of these matters; and it shall be forgiv- 
en him. 'The rest shall be the priest’s as a 
grain offering.” 


Offerings with Restitution 

4Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 15u“Tf a person commits a trespass, and 
sins unintentionally in regard to the holy 
things of the LORD, then vhe shall bring to 
the LorD as his trespass offering a ram 
without blemish from the flocks, with your 
valuation in shekels of silver according to 
wthe shekel of the sanctuary, as a trespass 
offering. 16And he shall make restitution 
for the harm that he has done in regard to 
the holy thing, xand shall add one-fifth to it 
and give it to the priest. »So the priest shall 
make atonement for him with the ram of 


and this is one of the ways that God changes whole 
societies. 

5:3 human uncleanness. Body fluids, a person’s 
waste, and contact with a corpse were all causes of 
uncleanness. The ancient Israelites knew nothing 
about microbiology, but God, who knows every- 
thing, gave them laws that prevented disease and 
made them distinct from their neighbors. 

5:4 swears... and he is unaware of it. Certainly 
a person would know when he makes a vow, but 
he might not be immediately aware of how rash 
his vow is, or that the long term consequences are 
undesirable. Whether the vow was made with good 
intentions, but not carried out, or made with wicked 
intentions, but not carried out, the person who made 
the vow is still responsible to repent of his foolishness 
when he becomes aware of it. 

5:7 two turtledoves. Part of the purification offering 
was burned on the altar, and part was not burned. 
When offering birds, the worshiper brought two in 
order to accomplish this. 

5:11 one-tenth of an ephah. This was approximately 
two quarts. 

5:13 The rest shall be the priest’s. Part of the offer- 
ing was burned on the altar, as was part of the animal 
sacrifices. The rest belonged to the priests, as did the 
remainder of the animal sacrifices brought by ordi- 
nary citizens, except for their burnt offerings. 


5:15 commits a trespass, and sins unintention- 
ally ... trespass offering. This refers both to the 
objective responsibility of a sinner for his or her 
actions and the subjective feeling of guilt experi- 
enced by the sinner. The offering righted the wrong 
of the offense and cleared the conscience of the 
sinner. 

5:15—6:7 person commits a trespass. The trespass 
offering covers both offenses against God (5:15-19) 
and against people (6:1-7). The offense may be 
unintentional, or quite deliberate, but regardless 
of the motive, such actions make the perpetrator 
guilty. The quickest way to mend relationships with 
God and with fellow human beings is to honestly 
admit our guilt and wrongdoing, pay back or repair 
where we can, and ask forgiveness of those we have 
sinned against. This responsibility cannot be side- 
stepped. 
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the trespass offering, and it shall be for- 
given him. 

17“Tf a person sins, and commits any 
of these things which are forbidden to be 
done by the commandments of the LORD, 
2though he does not know it, yet he is 
aguilty and shall bear his iniquity. 185And 
he shall bring to the priest a ram without 
blemish from the flock, with your valua- 
tion, as a trespass offering. So the priest 
shall make atonement for him regarding 
his ignorance in which he erred and did 
not know it, and it shall be forgiven him. 
19]t is a trespass offering; che has certainly 
trespassed against the LORD.” 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing: 2“If a person sins and “commits 
a trespass against the LORD by ®lying to 
his neighbor about ‘what was delivered 
to him for safekeeping, or about a pledge, 
or about a robbery, or if he has ¢extorted 
from his neighbor, 3or if he ¢has found 
what was lost and lies concerning it, and 
fswears falsely—in any one of these things 
that a man may do in which he sins: 4then 
it shall be, because he has sinned and is 
guilty, that he shall restore ¢what he has 
stolen, or the thing which he has extorted, 
or what was delivered to him for safekeep- 
ing, or the lost thing which he found, 5or all 
that about which he has sworn falsely. He 
shall "restore its full value, add one-fifth 
more to it, and give it to whomever it be- 
longs, on the day of his trespass offering. 
6And he shall bring his trespass offering 
to the LORD, ‘a ram without blemish from 
the flock, with your valuation, as a tres- 
pass offering, to the priest. 7/So the priest 
shall make atonement for him before the 
LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any one 


of these things that he may have done in 
which he trespasses.” 


The Law of the Burnt Offering 

8Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
8“Command Aaron and his sons, saying, 
‘This is the law of the burnt offering: The 
burnt offering shall be on the hearth upon 
the altar all night until morning, and the 
fire of the altar shall be kept burning on 
it. 10\And the priest shall put on his linen 
garment, and his linen trousers he shall 
put on his body, and take up the ashes of 
the burnt offering which the fire has con- 
sumed on the altar, and he shall put them 
mbeside the altar. 'Then “he shall take 
off his garments, put on other garments, 
and carry the ashes outside the camp °to 
a clean place. 12And the fire on the altar 
shall be kept burning on it; it shall not be 
put out. And the priest shall burn wood 
on it every morning, and lay the burnt of- 
fering in order on it; and he shall burn on 
it the -fat of the peace offerings. 3A fire 
shall always be burning on the 2altar; it 
shall never go out. 


The Law of the Grain Offering 

14‘This is the law of the grain offering: 
The sons of Aaron shall offer it on the al- 
tar before the LORD. !5He shall take from 
it his handful of the fine flour of the grain 
offering, with its oil, and all the frankin- 
cense which is on the grain offering, and 
shall burn it on the altar for a sweet aroma, 
as a memorial to the LORD. !6And the re- 
mainder of it Aaron and his sons shall eat; 
with unleavened bread it shall be eaten in 
a holy place; in the court of the tabernacle 
of meeting they shall eat it. !7It shall not be 


5:17 though he does not know it, yet is he guilty. 
Ignorance does not make an offense harmless. The 
offender was still guilty and bore responsibility for his 
sin. He might also be troubled in conscience, though 
he might never learn the exact nature of his offense. 
This raises the concept that a person can be aware of 
a break in his fellowship with God, without being sure 
what caused this break. 

5:18 erred and did not knowit. This was not a sin of 
rebellion, but one for which the offender earnestly 
desired to atone, though he did not know what it was. 
5:19 he has certainly trespassed against the Lorb. 
The fact that the priest declared him forgiven, and the 
peace of conscience that the worshiper had, declares 
that he was indeed guilty of some trespass; it was not 
his imagination. It is possible for a Christian to have 
an overactive conscience that keeps the believer in 
a constant state of anxiety about unknown sins. It 
is good to remember that God knows all about this, 
and if we confess our feelings of guilt, He will either 
show us our true guilt and grant us forgiveness and a 
clear conscience, or show us the error in our thinking 
regarding what He expects from us. 

6:5-6 restore. Restitution and a one-fifth fine were 
evidence of genuine repentance. Then the offender 
could bring the ram for the trespass offering and 
be forgiven for the sin of swearing falsely in God’s 


name. Jesus preserved this order for the person who 
remembered at the altar that he had offended his 
brother (Matt. 5:23). 

6:10 trousers. The breeches were linen trousers 
that prevented immodest exposure as the priest 
ascended and descended the altar ramp. This mod- 
esty communicated to the Israelites that human 
sexuality could not influence God. That idea was a 
central feature of Baal worship, which continually 
tempted the Israelites. The priests of Baal would use 
obscene gestures and actions in the pagan worship 
of their depraved god. 

6:13 fire shall always be burning. There are at 
least three reasons the priests are instructed to 
keep the fire burning. The original fire on the altar 
came from God, perpetual fire symbolized perpetual 
worship, and perpetual fire was a reminder of the 
continual need for atonement and reconciliation 
with God. 
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baked with leaven. I have given it as their 
portion of My offerings made by fire; it 
is most holy, like the sin offering and the 
trespass offering. 18sAll the males among 
the children of Aaron may eat it. ‘It shall be 
a statute forever in your generations con- 
cerning the offerings made by fire to the 
LORD. “Everyone who touches them must 
be holy.’”* 

19And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
20v“This is the offering of Aaron and his 
sons, which they shall offer to the LORD, 
beginning on the day when he is anointed: 
one-tenth of an “ephah of fine flour as a 
daily grain offering, half of it in the morn- 
ing and half of it at night. 2!It shall be made 
in a Xpan with oil. When it is mixed, you 
shall bring it in. The baked pieces of the 
grain offering you shall offer for a sweet 
aroma to the LORD. 22The priest from 
among his sons, Ywho is anointed in his 
place, shall offer it. It is a statute forever to 
the LORD. 2It shall be wholly burned. 23For 
every grain offering for the priest shall be 
wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.” 


The Law of the Sin Offering 

24Also the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 25“Speak to Aaron and to his sons, 
saying, ‘This is the law of the sin offering: 
aIn the place where the burnt offering is 
killed, the sin offering shall be killed be- 
fore the LorD. It is most holy. 26>The priest 
who offers it for sin shall eat it. In a holy 
place it shall be eaten, in the court of the 
tabernacle of meeting. 27“-Everyone who 
touches its flesh must be holy.* And when 
its blood is sprinkled on any garment, you 
shall wash that on which it was sprinkled, 
in a holy place. 28But the earthen vessel in 
which it is boiled ¢shall be broken. And 
if it is boiled in a bronze pot, it shall be 
both scoured and rinsed in water. 29All 
the males among the priests may eat it. It 
is most holy. 2°eBut no sin offering from 
which any of the blood is brought into the 
tabernacle of meeting, to make atonement 
in the holy ‘place,* shall be Zeaten. It shall 
be "burned in the fire. 


Leviticus 7:14 ™@ 113 
The Law of the Trespass Offering 
7 ‘Likewise “this is the law of the tres- 
pass offering (it is most holy): 2In the 
place where they kill the burnt offering 
they shall kill the trespass offering. And 
its blood he shall sprinkle all around on 
the altar. 3And he shall offer from it all its 
fat. The fat tail and the fat that covers the 
entrails, 4the two kidneys and the fat that 
is on them by the flanks, and the fatty lobe 
attached to the liver above the kidneys, he 
shall remove; 5and the priest shall burn 
them on the altar as an offering made by 
fire to the LORD. It is a trespass offering. 
6bEvery male among the priests may eat it. 
It shall be eaten in a holy place. ¢It is most 
holy. 7¢The trespass offering is like the sin 
offering; there is one law for them both: the 
priest who makes atonement with it shall 
have it. 8And the priest who offers any- 
one’s burnt offering, that priest shall have 
for himself the skin of the burnt offering 
which he has offered. 9Also eevery grain 
offering that is baked in the oven and all 
that is prepared in the covered pan, orina 
pan, shall be the priest’s who offers it. !9Ev- 
ery grain offering, whether mixed with oil 
or dry, shall belong to all the sons of Aaron, 
to one as muchas the other. 


The Law of Peace Offerings 

Uf‘This is the law of the sacrifice of peace 
offerings which he shall offer to the LORD: 
12]f he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he 
shall offer, with the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, 
unleavened wafers “anointed with oil, 
or cakes of blended flour mixed with oil. 
13Besides the cakes, as his offering he shall 
offer "leavened bread with the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving of his peace offering. 4And 
from it he shall offer one cake from each 
offering as a heave offering to the LORD. ‘It 
shall belong to the priest who sprinkles the 
blood of the peace offering. 


*6:18 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13 
*6:27 Compare Numbers 4:15 and Haggai 2:11-13 
* 6:30 The Most Holy Place when capitalized 


6:20 half of it in the morning... half of it at night. 
The idea of a morning and evening appointment 
with God is ancient. It is a precious privilege, open to 
every believer because Jesus opened the door into 
the presence of God when He died on the cross for 
our sins. 

6:22 a statute forever. This grain offering and the 
burnt offering were sacrificed daily—with some 
interruptions, most notably during the exile—until 
the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70. Even in the 
periods of Judah's worst apostasy, the evidence sug- 
gests that the daily offerings continued, though often 
for incorrect or inadequate reasons (Is. 1:10-17; Jer. 
7:8-15; Mic. 6:6—-8). 

7:1-7 trespass offering. The guilt or trespass offer- 
ing was “most holy,” showing how seriously and care- 
fully God considers the acts of reparation made by His 


people. The priest was to eat it in a holy place. It was 
his to eat, as part of God’s provision for him, but he 
was to remember where it came from. The price of 
atonement has never been cheap in God's eyes, even 
when it was as incomplete as the offering of a goat 
or lamb. 
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15i*The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace 
offering for thanksgiving shall be eaten 
the same day it is offered. He shall not 
leave any of it until morning. !6But *if the 
sacrifice of his offering is a vow or a vol- 
untary offering, it shall be eaten the same 
day that he offers his sacrifice; but on the 
next day the remainder of it also may be 
eaten; !7the remainder of the flesh of the 
sacrifice on the third day must be burned 
with fire. 18And if any of the flesh of the 
sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten at 
all on the third day, it shall not be accepted, 
nor shall it be ‘imputed to him; it shall be an 
mabomination to him who offers it, and the 
person who eats of it shall bear guilt. 

19The flesh that touches any unclean 
thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned 
with fire. And as for the clean flesh, all who 
are clean may eat of it. 29But the person who 
eats the flesh of the sacrifice of the peace 
offering that belongs to the "LORD, °while 
he is unclean, that person ?shall be cut off 
from his people. 21Moreover the person who 
touches any unclean thing, such as human 
uncleanness, an ‘unclean animal, or any 
sabominable unclean thing,* and who eats 
the flesh of the sacrifice of the peace offer- 
ing that belongs to the LORD, that person 
tshall be cut off from his people.’” 


Fat and Blood May Not Be Eaten 

22And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
23“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
uYou shall not eat any fat, of ox or sheep 
or goat. 24And the fat of an animal that 
dies naturally, and the fat of what is torn 
by wild beasts, may be used in any other 
way; but you shall by no means eat it. 25For 
whoever eats the fat of the animal of which 
men offer an offering made by fire to the 
LORD, the person who eats it shall be cut 
off from his people. 26vMoreover you shall 
not eat any blood in any of your dwellings, 
whether of bird or beast. 27 Whoever eats 
any blood, that person shall be cut off from 
his people.’” 


The Portion of Aaron and His Sons 
28Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 29*Speak to the children of Israel, 
saying: ‘He who offers the sacrifice of 
his peace offering to the LORD shall bring 
his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice 
of his peace offering. 39*His own hands 


shall bring the offerings made by fire to 
the LORD. The fat with the breast he shall 
bring, that the Yybreast may be waved as a 
wave offering before the LORD. 3!2And the 
priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but 
the “breast shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. 
32bA Iso the right thigh you shall give to the 
priest as a heave offering from the sacrific- 
es of your peace offerings. 33He among the 
sons of Aaron, who offers the blood of the 
peace offering and the fat, shall have the 
right thigh for his part. 34For ¢the breast 
of the wave offering and the thigh of the 
heave offering I have taken from the chil- 
dren of Israel, from the sacrifices of their 
peace offerings, and I have given them to 
Aaron the priest and to his sons from the 
children of Israel by a statute forever.’” 

35This is the consecrated portion for Aar- 
on and his sons, from the offerings made 
by fire to the LORD, on the day when Moses 
presented them to minister to the LORD as 
priests. 36The LORD commanded this to be 
given to them by the children of Israel, on 
the day that He anointed them, by a statute 
forever throughout their generations. 

37This is the law eof the burnt offering, 
fthe grain offering, the sin offering, "the 
trespass offering, ‘the consecrations, and 
ithe sacrifice of the peace offering, 38which 
the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Si- 
nai, on the day when He commanded the 
children of Israel *to offer their offerings to 
the LORD in the Wilderness of Sinai. 


Aaron and His Sons Consecrated 
And the LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 
2a“Take Aaron and his sons with him, 

and >the garments, cthe anointing oil, a 

dbull as the sin offering, two erams, and a 

basket of unleavened bread; and gather all 

the congregation together at the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting.” 

4So Moses did as the LORD commanded 
him. And the congregation was gathered 
together at the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting. 5And Moses said to the congre- 
gation, “This is what the LORD commanded 
to be done.” 

6Then Moses brought Aaron and his 
sons and fwashed them with water. 7And 


* 7:21 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; Samaritan Pentateuch, Syriac, and Tar- 
gum read swarming thing (compare 5:2). 


7:34 the breast of the wave offering and the thigh 
of the heave offering. This present was a contri- 
bution to the officiating priest as his portion of the 
peace offerings for thanksgiving. The offering was 
waved before the Lord as an acknowledgment that 
He is the giver of all gifts. 

8:6-13 Purification—Moses carried out the Lord’s 
command (Ex. 29:4) by purifying Aaron and his sons 
for the priesthood. The purification process began 
with an outward washing of water which symbol- 
ized an inward purity. The believer today also shows 
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he £put the tunic on him, girded him with 
the sash, clothed him with the robe, and 
put the ephod on him; and he girded him 
with the intricately woven band of the 
ephod, and with it tied the ephod on him. 
8Then he put the breastplate on him, and 
he put the Urim and the Thummim* in the 
breastplate. 9%And he put the turban on his 
head. Also on the turban, on its front, he 
put the golden plate, the holy crown, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 

10;Also Moses took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that was 
in it, and consecrated them. !!He sprin- 
kled some of it on the altar seven times, 
anointed the altar and all its utensils, and 
the laver and its base, to consecrate them. 
12And he kpoured some of the anointing oil 
on Aaron’s head and anointed him, to con- 
secrate him. 

131Then Moses brought Aaron’s sons and 
put tunics on them, girded them with sash- 
es, and put hats on them, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 

14m And he brought the bull for the sin of- 
fering. Then Aaron and his sons “laid their 
hands on the head of the bull for the sin 
offering, and Moses killed it. oThen he 
took the blood, and put some on the horns 
of the altar all around with his finger, and 
purified the altar. And he poured the blood 
at the base of the altar, and consecrated it, 
to make atonement for it. 16»Then he took 
all the fat that was on the entrails, the fat- 
ty lobe attached to the liver, and the two 
kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned 
them on the altar. !17But the bull, its hide, 
its flesh, and its offal, he burned with fire 
outside the camp, as the LORD 4had com- 
manded Moses. 

18rThen he brought the ram as the burnt 
offering. And Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands on the head of the ram, !%and Moses 
killed it. Then he sprinkled the blood all 
around on the altar. 2°And he cut the ram 
into pieces; and Moses sburned the head, 
the pieces, and the fat. 2! Then he washed 
the entrails and the legs in water. And Mo- 
ses burned the whole ram on the altar. It 
was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet aroma, an 
offering made by fire to the LORD, tas the 
LORD had commanded Moses. 
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22And “he brought the second ram, the 
ram of consecration. Then Aaron and his 
sons laid their hands on the head of the ram, 
23and Moses killed it. Also he took some of 
vits blood and put it on the tip of Aaron’s 
right ear, on the thumb of his right hand, 
and on the big toe of his right foot. 24Then 
he brought Aaron’s sons. And Moses put 
some of the “blood on the tips of their right 
ears, on the thumbs of their right hands, 
and on the big toes of their right feet. And 
Moses sprinkled the blood all around on 
the altar. 25xThen he took the fat and the 
fat tail, all the fat that was on the entrails, 
the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two 
kidneys and their fat, and the right thigh; 
26vand from the basket of unleavened bread 
that was before the LORD he took one un- 
leavened cake, a cake of bread anointed 
with oil, and one wafer, and put them on 
the fat and on the right thigh; 27and he put 
all these Zin Aaron’s hands and in his sons’ 
hands, and waved them as a wave offering 
before the LORD. 28¢Then Moses took them 
from their hands and burned them on the 
altar, on the burnt offering. They were con- 
secration offerings for a sweet aroma. That 
was an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
29A nd >Moses took the ‘breast and waved it 
as a wave offering before the LORD. It was 
Moses’ 4part of the ram of consecration, as 
the LORD had commanded Moses. 

30Then eMoses took some of the anoint- 
ing oil and some of the blood which was on 
the altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, on his 
garments, on his sons, and on the garments 
of his sons with him; and he consecrated 
Aaron, his garments, his sons, and the gar- 
ments of his sons with him. 

31And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, 
fBoil the flesh at the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting, and eat it there with the bread 
that is in the basket of consecration offer- 
ings, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and 
his sons shall eat it.’ 328 What remains of the 
flesh and of the bread you shall burn with 
fire. 33And you shall not go outside the door 
of the tabernacle of meeting for seven days, 
until the days of your consecration are end- 
ed. For "seven days he shall consecrate you. 


*8:8 Literally the Lights and the Perfections 
(compare Exodus 28:30) 


his inward reality (his acceptance of Christ and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit) with his outward actions. 
These acts of obedience do not create the inward 
reality, but they confirm it. 

8:8 the Urim and the Thummim. These were the 
sacred lots used to determine the will of God. What 
they looked like and how they were used is not 
known. Apparently, the high priest phrased ques- 
tions so the answers would be yes, or no, depending 
on how the lots came up. 

8:12 anointed him. The high priests of Israel, begin- 
ning here with Aaron, were anointed, as were the 
kings of Israel (1 Sam. 10:1; 16:13) and at least one 
of the prophets (1 Kin. 19:16). Jesus combines in His 


person the offices of High Priest, King, and Prophet, 
so He is the Anointed One, which is the meaning of 
the names Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek). 
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341A s he has done this day, so the LORD has 
commanded to do, to make atonement for 
you. 35Therefore you shall stay at the door 
of the tabernacle of meeting day and night 
for seven days, and ‘keep the charge of the 
LORD, so that you may not die; for so I have 
been commanded.” 36So Aaron and his 
sons did all the things that the LORD had 
commanded by the hand of Moses. 


The Priestly Ministry Begins 
It came to pass on the “eighth day that 
Moses called Aaron and his sons and 
the elders of Israel. 2And he said to Aar- 
on, “Take for yourself a young "bull as a 
sin offering and a ram as a burnt offering, 
without blemish, and offer them before 
the LorpD. 3And to the children of Israel 
you shall speak, saying, “Take a kid of 
the goats as a sin offering, and a calf anda 
lamb, both of the first year, without blem- 
ish, as a burnt offering, 4also a bull and a 
ram as peace offerings, to sacrifice before 
the LORD, and 2a grain offering mixed with 
oil; for etoday the LORD will appear to you.’” 
5So they brought what Moses command- 
ed before the tabernacle of meeting. And 
all the congregation drew near and stood 
before the LORD. Then Moses said, “This 
is the thing which the LORD commanded 
you to do, and the glory of the LORD will 
appear to you.” 7And Moses said to Aaron, 
“Goto the altar, offer your sin offering and 
your burnt offering, and make atonement 
for yourself and for the people. sOffer the 
offering of the people, and make atone- 
ment for them, as the LORD commanded.” 
8Aaron therefore went to the altar and 
killed the calf of the sin offering, which 
was for himself. 9Then the sons of Aaron 
brought the blood to him. And he dipped 
his finger in the blood, put it on the horns of 
the altar, and poured the blood at the base 
of the altar. 19»But the fat, the kidneys, and 
the fatty lobe from the liver of the sin offer- 
ing he burned on the altar, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. "The flesh and the 
hide he burned with fire outside the camp. 


122And he killed the burnt offering; and 
Aaron’s sons presented to him the blood, 
jwhich he sprinkled all around on the altar. 
13kThen they presented the burnt offering 
to him, with its pieces and head, and he 
burned them on the altar. !4/And he washed 
the entrails and the legs, and burned them 
with the burnt offering on the altar. 

1smThen he brought the people’s offer- 
ing, and took the goat, which was the sin 
offering for the people, and killed it and 
offered it for sin, like the first one. 16And 
he brought the burnt offering and offered 
it "according to the prescribed manner. 
17Then he brought the grain offering, took 
a handful of it, and burned it on the altar, 
obesides the burnt sacrifice of the morning. 

18He also killed the bull and the ram as 
Psacrifices of peace offerings, which were 
for the people. And Aaron’s sons present- 
ed to him the blood, which he sprinkled all 
around on the altar, !%and the fat from the 
bull and the ram—the fatty tail, what covers 
the entrails and the kidneys, and the fatty 
lobe attached to the liver; 2°and they put the 
fat on the breasts. 7Then he burned the fat 
on the altar; 2!but the breasts and the right 
thigh Aaron waved "as a wave offering be- 
fore the LORD, as Moses had commanded. 

22Then Aaron lifted his hand toward 
the people, sblessed them, and came down 
from offering the sin offering, the burnt 
offering, and peace offerings. 23And Mo- 
ses and Aaron went into the tabernacle 
of meeting, and came out and blessed the 
people. Then the glory of the LORD ap- 
peared to all the people, 24and ‘fire came 
out from before the LORD and consumed 
the burnt offering and the fat on the altar. 
When all the people saw it, they “shouted 
and fell on their vfaces. 


The Profane Fire of Nadab and 

Abihu 

1 Then ¢Nadab and Abihu, the sons 
of Aaron, Peach took his censer and 

put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered 

cprofane fire before the LORD, which He 


8:35 so that you may not die. This statement was a 
reminder that it is dangerous to approach God care- 
lessly, without reverence, or ignore His instructions. 
Two of Aaron’s sons failed to heed this warning and 
died (ch. 10). 

9:4 the Lorp will appear to you. The purpose of all 
worship is to fellowship with God. The sacrifices were 
not an end in themselves; they allowed the worshiper 
to meet with God without being destroyed. The Isra- 
elites looked forward and we look back to Christ's 
atonement, which made the way for us to come freely 
into God's presence. 

9:15 the goat, which was the sin offering. This goat 
was offered for atonement of the people as a general 
acknowledgment that they would always need to 
make things right with God before they could wor- 
ship Him, and is referred to again in ch. 16. The bull 
for the sin offering (4:14) was for a specific sin, rather 
than dealing with sin nature (that is, our ability to sin). 


9:22 Aaron... blessed them. The ultimate function 
of the priests was to bless the people. The purpose 
of the priest's sacrifices was to cleanse the priests 
so they could bless the people, and the purpose of 
the people's sacrifices was to cleanse the people to 
receive this blessing from God. 

10:1-2 profane fire. Aaron and his sons served the 
Lord as high priests in the worship of the tabernacle. 
They had been properly appointed, purified, clothed, 
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had not commanded them. 2So ¢fire went 
out from the LORD and devoured them, 
and they died before the LORD. 3And Mo- 
ses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD 
spoke, saying: 


‘By those ewho come near Me 
I must be regarded as holy; 
And before all the people 

I must be glorified.’” 


So Aaron held his peace. 

4Then Moses called Mishael and Elza- 
phan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, 
and said to them, “Come near, fcarry your 
brethren from before the sanctuary out of 
the camp.” 5So they went near and carried 
them by their tunics out of the camp, as 
Moses had said. 

6And Moses said to Aaron, and to Elea- 
zar and Ithamar, his sons, “Do not uncover 
your heads nor tear your clothes, lest you 
die, and wrath come upon all the people. 
But let your brethren, the whole house of 
Israel, bewail the burning which the LORD 
has kindled. 7“ You shall not go out from 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting, lest 
you die, ‘for the anointing oil of the LORD 
is upon you.” And they did according to the 
word of Moses. 


Conduct Prescribed for Priests 

8Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying: 
9i“Do not drink wine or intoxicating drink, 
you, nor your sons with you, when you go 
into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you 
die. It shall be a statute forever throughout 
your generations, that you may *distin- 
guish between holy and unholy, and be- 
tween unclean and clean, and that you 
may teach the children of Israel all the stat- 
utes which the LORD has spoken to them by 
the hand of Moses.” 

12And Moses spoke to Aaron, and to 
Eleazar and Ithamar, his sons who were 
left: ™*Take the grain offering that remains 
of the offerings made by fire to the LORD, 
and eat it without leaven beside the altar; 
nfor it is most holy. 13 You shall eat it ina 
oholy place, because it is your due and your 
sons’ due, of the sacrifices made by fire to 
the LORD; for ’so I have been commanded. 
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M4aThe breast of the wave offering and the 
thigh of the heave offering you shall eat 
in a clean place, you, your sons, and your 
rdaughters with you; for they are your due 
and your sons’ sdue, which are given from 
the sacrifices of peace offerings of the chil- 
dren of Israel. 15‘The thigh of the heave of- 
fering and the breast of the wave offering 
they shall bring with the offerings of fat 
made by fire, to offer as a wave offering 
before the LORD. And it shall be yours and 
your sons’ with you, by a statute forever, as 
the LORD has commanded.” 

146Then Moses made careful inquiry 
about “the goat of the sin offering, and 
there it was—burned up. And he was an- 
gry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons 
of Aaron who were left, saying, 17’““Why 
have you not eaten the sin offering in a 
holy place, since it is most holy, and God 
has given it to you to bear “the guilt of the 
congregation, to make atonement for them 
before the LORD? 18See! xIts blood was not 
brought inside the holy place;* indeed you 
should have eaten it in a holy place, yas I 
commanded.” 

19And Aaron said to Moses, “Look, this 
day they have offered their sin offering and 
their burnt offering before the LORD, and 
such things have befallen me! If I had eaten 
the sin offering today, “would it have been 
accepted in the sight of the LORD?” 2°So 
when Moses heard that, he was content. 


Foods Permitted and Forbidden 
11 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying to them, 2“Speak to the 
children of Israel, saying, ““These are the 
animals which you may eat among all 
the animals that are on the earth: 3Among 
the animals, whatever divides the hoof, 
having cloven hooves and chewing the 
cud—that you may eat. 4Nevertheless these 
you shall »not eat among those that chew 
the cud or those that have cloven hooves: 
the camel, because it chews the cud but 
does not have cloven hooves, is unclean 
to you; 5the rock hyrax, because it chews 


* 10:18 The Most Holy Place when capitalized 


anointed, and ordained. Initially they did everything 
that the Lord commanded through Moses. But when 
Nadab and Abihu disobeyed God in the very perfor- 
mance of their duties, the Lord swiftly punished them 
with a consuming fire. Being blessed with a thriving 
ministry is no excuse to go off and do things our own 
way. God doesn’t take such actions lightly, and nei- 
ther should we. 

10:3 By those who come near Me... 1 must be 
glorified. Although this passage refers specifically 
to the priests of Israel, it is still a good concept for all 
believers. We are close to God, we remember that He 
is holy, that He paid a great price to redeem us, and it 
is our purpose to glorify Him. 

11:3 chewing the cud. Ruminants, like cows, sheep, 
goats, deer, and antelope, eat only plants, mainly 


grasses and grains. No meat-eating animal chews the 
cud. 

11:4 the camel. Some of Israel's neighbors consid- 
ered the camel a great delicacy. 

11:5-6 rock hyrax... hare. The rock hyrax, or coney, 
ives in colonies among the rocks. It is about the size 
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the cud but does not have cloven hooves, is 
unclean to you; Sthe hare, because it chews 
the cud but does not have cloven hooves, is 
unclean to you; 7and the swine, though it 
divides the hoof, having cloven hooves, yet 
does not chew the cud, ‘is unclean to you. 
8Their flesh you shall not eat, and their 
carcasses you shall not touch. ¢They are 
unclean to you. 

Se‘These you may eat of all that are in 
the water: whatever in the water has fins 
and scales, whether in the seas or in the 
rivers—that you may eat. !°But all in the 
seas or in the rivers that do not have fins 
and scales, all that move in the water or 
any living thing which is in the water, they 
are anfabomination to you. They shall be 
an abomination to you; you shall not eat 
their flesh, but you shall regard their car- 
casses as an abomination. !2Whatever in 
the water does not have fins or scales—that 
shall be an abomination to you. 

13s‘And these you shall regard as an 
abomination among the birds; they shall 
not be eaten, they are an abomination: the 
eagle, the vulture, the buzzard, Mthe kite, 
and the falcon after its kind; Severy raven 
after its kind, !6the ostrich, the short-eared 
owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after its 
kind; !’the little owl, the fisher owl, and the 
screech owl; !8the white owl, the jackdaw, 
and the carrion vulture; !%the stork, the her- 
on after its kind, the hoopoe, and the bat. 

20‘All flying insects that creep on all 
fours shall be an abomination to you. 2! Yet 
these you may eat of every flying insect 
that creeps on all fours: those which have 
jointed legs above their feet with which to 
leap on the earth. 22These you may eat: 
nthe locust after its kind, the destroying lo- 
cust after its kind, the cricket after its kind, 
and the grasshopper after its kind. 2But all 
other flying insects which have four feet 
shall be an abomination to you. 


Unclean Animals 

24‘By these you shall become unclean; 
whoever touches the carcass of any of them 
shall be unclean until evening; 25whoever 


carries part of the carcass of any of them 
ishall wash his clothes and be unclean un- 
til evening: 26The carcass of any animal 
which divides the foot, but is not cloven- 
hoofed or does not chew the cud, is unclean 
to you. Everyone who touches it shall be 
unclean. 27And whatever goes on its paws, 
among all kinds of animals that go on all 
fours, those are unclean to you. Whoever 
touches any such carcass shall be unclean 
until evening. 28 Whoever carries any such 
carcass shall wash his clothes and be un- 
clean until evening. It is unclean to you. 
29*These also shall be unclean to you 
among the creeping things that creep on 
the earth: the mole, ‘the mouse, and the 
large lizard after its kind; 3°the gecko, the 
monitor lizard, the sand reptile, the sand 
lizard, and the chameleon. 3!These are 
unclean to you among all that creep. Who- 
ever ktouches them when they are dead 
shall be unclean until evening. 32Anything 
on which any of them falls, when they are 
dead shall be unclean, whether it is any 
item of wood or clothing or skin or sack, 
whatever item it is, in which any work is 
done, ‘it must be put in water. And it shall 
be unclean until evening; then it shall be 
clean. 33Any earthen vessel into which 
any of them falls "you shall break; and 
whatever is in it shall be unclean: 34in such 
a vessel, any edible food upon which water 
falls becomes unclean, and any drink that 
may be drunk from it becomes unclean. 
35And everything on which a part of any 
such carcass falls shall be unclean; wheth- 
er it is an oven or cooking stove, it shall 
be broken down; for they are unclean, and 
shall be unclean to you. 36Nevertheless 
a spring or a cistern, in which there is 
plenty of water, shall be clean, but what- 
ever touches any such carcass becomes un- 
clean. 37And if a part of any such carcass 
falls on any planting seed which is to be 
sown, it remains clean. 38But if water is put 
on the seed, and if a part of any such car- 
cass falls on it, it becomes unclean to you. 
39‘And if any animal which you may eat 
dies, he who touches its carcass shall be 


of the rabbit, and like the rabbit, appears to chew 
constantly, but it is not a true ruminant, nor does it 
have a hoof. 

11:7 the swine. The swine is the best known of the 
unclean animals. We know now that pigs can pass 
some diseases to humans, and that inadequately 
cooked meat is one way these diseases are trans- 
ferred. Pigs were sacrificed to pagan deities, and God 
was carefully steering His people away from these 
corrupted cultures. 

11:8 their carcasses you shall not touch. |n the 
case of these unclean animals, eating their meat or 
touching their dead bodies caused an Israelite to be 
unclean, or ritually impure. However, touching a live 
animal did not make the Israelites unclean, and they 
were allowed to use camels and donkeys as beasts of 
burden. 

11:11-12 abomination. The phrasing is careful, 


deliberate, and repetitive to remove any possibility 
of finding any exception anywhere. Abomination is 
a stronger word than unclean, and implies not just 
avoidance, but repulsion. 

11:20 creep on all fours. This phrase is an idiom for 
crawling on the ground, as insects do on their six legs. 
Many insects move about in filth and eat refuse. 
11:21 jointed legs above their feet. The joints are 
the enlarged third legs of locusts and grasshop- 
pers that enable them to leap. Locusts and grass- 
hoppers do not live in filth or eat dung; they eat only 
plants. 
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°unclean until evening. 4°°>He who eats of 
its carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until evening. He also who carries 
its carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until evening. 

4l‘And every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth shall be an abomination. It 
shall not be eaten. 42 Whatever crawls on 
its belly, whatever goes on all fours, or 
whatever has many feet among all creep- 
ing things that creep on the earth—these 
you shall not eat, for they are an abomi- 
nation. 43¢You shall not make yourselves 
abominable with any creeping thing that 
creeps; nor shall you make yourselves 
unclean with them, lest you be defiled by 
them. 44For I am the LORD your "God. You 
shall therefore consecrate yourselves, and 
syou shall be holy; for I am holy. Neither 
shall you defile yourselves with any creep- 
ing thing that creeps on the earth. 45‘For I 
am the LORD who brings you up out of the 
land of Egypt, to be your God. “You shall 
therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

46‘This is the law of the animals and the 
birds and every living creature that moves 
in the waters, and of every creature that 
creeps on the earth, 47’to distinguish be- 
tween the unclean and the clean, and be- 
tween the animal that may be eaten and 
the animal that may not be eaten.’” 


The Ritual After Childbirth 
1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“Speak to the children of Is- 
rael, saying: ‘If a 7woman has conceived, 
and borne a male child, then »she shall 
be unclean seven days; cas in the days of 
her customary impurity she shall be un- 
clean. 3And on the ¢eighth day the flesh 
of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4She 
shall then continue in the blood of her 
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purification thirty-three days. She shall 
not touch any hallowed thing, nor come 
into the sanctuary until the days of her pu- 
rification are fulfilled. 

5‘But if she bears a female child, then she 
shall be unclean two weeks, as in her cus- 
tomary impurity, and she shall continue in 
the blood of her purification sixty-six days. 

6e‘When the days of her purification are 
fulfilled, whether for a son or a daughter, 
she shall bring to the priest a flamb of the 
first year as a burnt offering, and a young 
pigeon or a turtledove as a £sin offering, to 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 7Then 
he shall offer it before the LORD, and make 
atonement for her. And she shall be clean 
from the flow of her blood. This is the law 
for her who has borne a male or a female. 

8h‘And if she is not able to bring a lamb, 
then she may bring two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons—one as a burnt offering 
and the other as a sin offering. ‘So the 
priest shall make atonement for her, and 
she will be clean.’” 


The Law Concerning Leprosy 
1 3 And the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying: 2“When a man has on 
the skin of his body a swelling, 4a scab, or 
a bright spot, and it becomes on the skin of 
his body like a leprous* sore, >then he shall 
be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of 
his sons the priests. The priest shall ex- 
amine the sore on the skin of the body; and 
if the hair on the sore has turned white, and 
the sore appears to be deeper than the skin 
of his body, it is a leprous sore. Then the 
priest shall examine him, and pronounce 


* 13:2 Hebrew saraath, disfiguring skin diseases, 
including leprosy, and so in verses 2-46 and 
14:2-32 


11:44-45 be holy. Our Lord calls us to personal holi- 
ness, and holy living can only come from a life which 
spends time with the Lord, meditating on who He is, 
seeking His power to be like Him. We will make mis- 
takes and sin all of our lives, which God never does; 
when He asks us to be holy because He is holly, it is 
a goal that we grow toward. Even though we never 
finish, we still overcome many, many areas of sin, and 
this growth shows others that we serve a holy God, 
because they see His characteristics in us. 

12:2 conceived, and borne amale child...unclean. 
The child did not cause the mother to be unclean. 
God had ordained and blessed childbirth from the 
beginning, even before the sin in the garden (Gen. 
1:28). It was the blood and other fluids in childbirth 
that made the mother ritually unclean for a period of 
time, just as other bodily fluids caused people to be 
unclean. 

12:4 blood of her purification thirty-three days. 
There is a practical as well as a ceremonial aspect to 
these instructions. The eighth day marked the end of 
the mother’s uncleanness with regard to everyday 
objects and activities; she would no longer make 
them unclean by touching them. But her personal 
uncleanness continued. This corresponds with the 


medical characteristics of childbirth, and the need 
for special care and rest for the mother. (There is no 
reason given why this period is double with the birth 
of a female child.) 

12:8 if she is not able to bring alamb. Mary, following 
the birth of Jesus and the days of her purification, went 
to the temple in Jerusalem and offered a pair of doves 
because she was poor. be clean. The law of purifica- 
tion after childbirth demonstrates that all aspects of 
human existence are touched by sin. Childbirth itself 
is not sinful, and having children was one of the good 
commands that the Lord gave Adam and Eve in the 
garden. Yet pain in childbirth was one of the curses of 
the fall, and this time of purification can be viewed as a 
reminder that humans are still dealing with a sin nature 
that needs God's mercy and purification. 

13:2 a man. The Hebrew word for “a man” means 
“human being,” that is, anyone. 
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him unclean. ‘But if the bright spot is white 
on the skin of his body, and does not appear 
to be deeper than the skin, and its hair has 
not turned white, then the priest shall iso- 
late the one who has the sore ‘seven days. 
5And the priest shall examine him on the 
seventh day; and indeed ifthe sore appears 
to be as it was, and the sore has not spread 
on the skin, then the priest shall isolate 
him another seven days. ®Then the priest 
shall examine him again on the seventh 
day; and indeed if the sore has faded, and 
the sore has not spread on the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is 
only a scab, and he 4shall wash his clothes 
and be clean. 7But if the scab should at all 
spread over the skin, after he has been seen 
by the priest for his cleansing, he shall be 
seen by the priest again. 8And if the priest 
sees that the scab has indeed spread on the 
skin, then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean. It is leprosy. 

§“When the leprous sore is on a per- 
son, then he shall be brought to the priest. 
10eAnd the priest shall examine him; and 
indeed if the swelling on the skin is white, 
and it has turned the hair white, and there 
is a spot of raw flesh in the swelling, Nit 
is an old leprosy on the skin of his body. 
The priest shall pronounce him unclean, 
and shall not isolate him, for he is unclean. 

12“And if leprosy breaks out all over the 
skin, and the leprosy covers all the skin of 
the one who has the sore, from his head to 
his foot, wherever the priest looks, then 
the priest shall consider; and indeed if the 
leprosy has covered all his body, he shall 
pronounce him clean who has the sore. It 
has all turned fwhite. He is clean. 4But 
when raw flesh appears on him, he shall 
be unclean. And the priest shall exam- 
ine the raw flesh and pronounce him to be 
unclean; for the raw flesh is unclean. It is 
leprosy. !6Or if the raw flesh changes and 
turns white again, he shall come to the 
priest. !7And the priest shall examine him; 
and indeed if the sore has turned white, 
then the priest shall pronounce him clean 
who has the sore. He is clean. 

18“Tf the body develops a £boil in the 
skin, and it is healed, !%and in the place of 
the boil there comes a white swelling or 
a bright spot, reddish-white, then it shall 
be shown to the priest; 2°and if, when the 
priest sees it, it indeed appears deeper than 
the skin, and its hair has turned white, the 
priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a 
leprous sore which has broken out of the 
boil. 21But if the priest examines it, and in- 
deed there are no white hairs in it, and it 
is not deeper than the skin, but has faded, 


then the priest shall isolate him seven days; 
22and if it should at all spread over the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him un- 
clean. It is a leprous sore. 28But if the bright 
spot stays in one place, and has not spread, 
it is the scar of the boil; and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean. 

24“Or if the body receives a "burn on its 
skin by fire, and the raw flesh of the burn 
becomes a bright spot, reddish-white or 
white, 5then the priest shall examine it; 
and indeed if the hair of the bright spot 
has turned white, and it appears deeper 
than the skin, it is leprosy broken out in the 
burn. Therefore the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean. It is a leprous sore. 26But if the 
priest examines it, and indeed there are no 
white hairs in the bright spot, and it is not 
deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the 
priest shall isolate him seven days. 27And 
the priest shall examine him on the seventh 
day. If it has at all spread over the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is 
a leprous sore. 28But if the bright spot stays 
in one place, and has not spread on the skin, 
but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn. 
The priest shall pronounce him clean, for it 
is the scar from the burn. 

29“Tf a man or woman has a sore on the 
head or the beard, 2then the priest shall 
examine the sore; and indeed if it appears 
deeper than the skin, and there is in it thin 
yellow hair, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean. It is a scaly leprosy of the 
head or beard. 3!But if the priest exam- 
ines the scaly sore, and indeed it does not 
appear deeper than the skin, and there is 
no black hair in it, then the priest shall iso- 
late the one who has the scale seven days. 
32And on the seventh day the priest shall 
examine the sore; and indeed if the scale 
has not spread, and there is no yellow hair 
in it, and the scale does not appear deeper 
than the skin, 3%he shall shave himself, but 
the scale he shall not shave. And the priest 
shall isolate the one who has the scale an- 
other seven days. 34On the seventh day the 
priest shall examine the scale; and indeed if 
the scale has not spread over the skin, and 
does not appear deeper than the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him clean. He 
shall wash his clothes and be clean. *5But if 
the scale should at all spread over the skin 
after his cleansing, 36then the priest shall 
examine him; and indeed if the scale has 
spread over the skin, the priest need not 
seek for yellow hair. He is unclean. 37But if 
the scale appears to be at a standstill, and 
there is black hair grown up in it, the scale 
has healed. He is clean, and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean. 


13:11 shall not isolate him. \solation, or quarantine, 
was for the purpose of protecting the community 
until a diagnosis was reached. In this case, the patient 
was already diagnosed as “unclean,” which meant he 
had to live outside the camp (v. 46). 
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38“Tf a man or a woman has bright spots 
on the skin of the body, specifically white 
bright spots, 39then the priest shall look; 
and indeed if the bright spots on the skin 
of the body are dull white, it is a white spot 
that grows on the skin. He is clean. 

40“As for the man whose hair has fallen 
from his head, he is bald, but he is clean. 
41He whose hair has fallen from his fore- 
head, he is bald on the forehead, but he is 
clean. 42And if there is on the bald head or 
bald ‘forehead a reddish-white sore, it is 
leprosy breaking out on his bald head or 
his bald forehead. 43Then the priest shall 
examine it; and indeed if the swelling of 
the sore is reddish-white on his bald head 
or on his bald forehead, as the appearance 
of leprosy on the skin of the body, 44he is 
a leprous man. He is unclean. The priest 
shall surely pronounce him unclean; his 
sore is on his ‘head. 

45“Now the leper on whom the sore is, his 
clothes shall be torn and his head ’bare; and 
he shall 'cover his mustache, and cry, ™Un- 
clean! Unclean!’ 46He shall be unclean. All 
the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. 
He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his 
dwelling shall be "outside the camp. 


The Law Concerning Leprous 


Garments 

47“Also, if a garment has a leprous 
plague* in it, whether it is a woolen gar- 
ment or a linen garment, 48whether it is in 
the warp or woof of linen or wool, whether 
in leather or in anything made of leather, 
49and if the plague is greenish or reddish 
in the garment or in the leather, whether 
in the warp or in the woof, or in anything 
made of leather, it is a leprous plague and 
shall be shown to the priest. 5°The priest 
shall examine the plague and isolate that 
which has the plague seven days. 5!And he 
shall examine the plague on the seventh 
day. If the plague has spread in the gar- 
ment, either in the warp or in the woof, in 
the leather or in anything made of leath- 
er, the plague is an °active leprosy. It is 
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unclean. 52He shall therefore burn that gar- 
ment in which is the plague, whether warp 
or woof, in wool or in linen, or anything of 
leather, for it is an active leprosy; the gar- 
ment shall be burned in the fire. 

53“But if the priest examines it, and 
indeed the plague has not spread in the 
garment, either in the warp or in the woof, 
or in anything made of leather, >4then the 
priest shall command that they wash the 
thing in which is the plague; and he shall 
isolate it another seven days. 55Then the 
priest shall examine the plague after it has 
been washed; and indeed if the plague has 
not changed its color, though the plague 
has not spread, it is unclean, and you shall 
burn it in the fire; it continues eating away, 
whether the damage is outside or inside. 
56]f the priest examines it, and indeed the 
plague has faded after washing it, then he 
shall tear it out of the garment, whether 
out of the warp or out of the woof, or out 
of the leather. 5’But if it anpears again in 
the garment, either in the warp or in the 
woof, or in anything made of leather, it is a 
spreading plague; you shall burn with fire 
that in which is the plague. >8And if you 
wash the garment, either warp or woof, or 
whatever is made of leather, if the plague 
has disappeared from it, then it shall be 
washed a second time, and shall be clean. 

59“This is the law of the leprous plague 
in a garment of wool or linen, either in the 
warp or woof, or in anything made of leath- 
er, to pronounce it clean or to pronounce it 
unclean.” 


The Ritual for Cleansing Healed 


Lepers 

1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“This shall be the law of the lep- 

er for the day of his cleansing: He ¢shall be 

brought to the priest. 3And the priest shall 

go out of the camp, and the priest shall 

examine him; and indeed, if the leprosy is 


* 13:47 A mold, fungus, or similar infestation, and 
so in verses 47-59 


13:45-46 clothes shall be torn... mustache. These 
actions were signs of mourning, for chronic skin dis- 
eases isolated the patients from life and family as if 
they had died. It is easy to see how leprosy became 
a metaphor for sin. Like serious skin diseases, sin 
is dangerous and ultimately fatal, often difficult to 
diagnose, and incurable without God's intervention. 
13:47 leprous plague. This would include any mold, 
mildew, or other fungus growths on clothing. 
13:50-58 priest shall examine the plague. The 
procedures for diagnosing a problem with a garment 
were similar to those for diagnosing human skin ail- 
ments. The fact that a garment was considered worth 
saving after a piece had been torn out of it was an 
economic consideration, reflecting the value of cloth. 
14:1-9 cleansing. It is likely that the sprigs of hys- 
sop were tied to the cedar with the scarlet thread. 
With that in one hand and the living bird in the other, 


the priest would dip them all in the blood and water 
mixture in the pottery bowl and shake them over the 
head of the person to be cleansed. It may seem like 
a rather messy procedure, but being purified from 
sin has never been a tidy process. In the end, it took 
Christ’s death on the cross to cleanse His followers. 
The bird which was released is a reminder of the 
real freedom and joy that any forgiven sinner expe- 
riences. 

14:2 He shall be brought to the priest. The priest 
was responsible for the diagnosis, and he was the 
one who administered the sacrifices and rituals that 
celebrated the return of the person to the community 
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healed in the leper, 4then the priest shall 
command to take for him who is to be 
cleansed two living and clean birds, ce- 
dar wood, ‘scarlet, and ¢hyssop. 5And the 
priest shall command that one of the birds 
be killed in an earthen vessel over running 
water. 6As for the living bird, he shall take 
it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and the 
hyssop, and dip them and the living bird in 
the blood of the bird that was killed over 
the running water. 7And he shall e¢sprinkle 
it fseven times on him who is to be cleansed 
from the leprosy, and shall pronounce him 
clean, and shall let the living bird loose in 
the open field. 8He who is to be cleansed 
£shall wash his clothes, shave off all his 
hair, and "wash himself in water, that he 
may be clean. After that he shall come 
into the camp, and ‘shall stay outside his 
tent seven days. 9But on the iseventh day 
he shall shave all the hair off his head and 
his beard and his eyebrows—all his hair he 
shall shave off. He shall wash his clothes 
and wash his body in water, and he shall 
be clean. 

10“And on the eighth day ’he shall take 
two male lambs without blemish, one ewe 
lamb of the first year without blemish, 
three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil as 'a grain offering, and one log of 
oil. 11Then the priest who makes him clean 
shall present the man who is to be made 
clean, and those things, before the LORD, 
at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
12And the priest shall take one male lamb 
and offer it as a trespass offering, and 
the log of oil, and "wave them as a wave 
offering before the LORD. !8Then he shall 
kill the lamb °in the place where he kills the 
sin offering and the burnt offering, in a holy 
place; for Pas the sin offering is the priest’s, 
so is the trespass offering. ¢It is most holy. 
4The priest shall take some of the blood of 
the trespass offering, and the priest shall 


put it "on the tip of the right ear of him who 
is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 
15And the priest shall take some of the log 
of oil, and pour it into the palm of his own 
left hand. 16Then the priest shall dip his 
right finger in the oil that is in his left hand, 
and shall ssprinkle some of the oil with his 
finger seven times before the LORD. !7And 
of the rest of the oil in his hand, the priest 
shall put some on the tip of the right ear of 
him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb 
of his right hand, and on the big toe of his 
right foot, on the blood of the trespass offer- 
ing. 18The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s 
hand he shall put on the head of him who 
is to be cleansed. ‘So the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the LORD. 

19“Then the priest shall offer vthe sin of- 
fering, and make atonement for him who is 
to be cleansed from his uncleanness. After- 
ward he shall kill the burnt offering. 20And 
the priest shall offer the burnt offering and 
the grain offering on the altar. So the priest 
shall make atonement for him, and he shall 
be clean. 

21“But wif he is poor and cannot afford it, 
then he shall take one male lamb as a tres- 
pass offering to be waved, to make atone- 
ment for him, one-tenth of an ephah of fine 
flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, 
a log of oil, 22xand two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, such as he is able to afford: 
one shall be a sin offering and the other a 
burnt offering. 23yHe shall bring them to the 
priest on the eighth day for his cleansing, to 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting, be- 
fore the LORD. 242And the priest shall take 
the lamb of the trespass offering and the 
log of oil, and the priest shall wave them as 
a wave offering before the LORD. 25Then he 
shall kill the lamb of the trespass offering, 
aand the priest shall take some of the blood 
of the trespass offering and put it on the tip 


of Israel. Jesus was aware of these laws when He 
touched the leper and healed him, and then directed 
the leper to show himself to the priest (Matt. 8:4). 
14:4 cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop. Cedar is both 
durable and resistant to decay, scarlet is a reminder of 
blood, and hyssop is an aromatic herb used for flavor, 
fragrance, and medicine. Each of these items would 
have been a reminder of the blood that cleansed, the 
decay that was stopped, and the sweetness of good 
health. 

14:5 running water. This is literally “living water,” 
water from a spring or stream rather than water from 
a cistern, vessel, or pool. Living water symbolizes 
life. Jesus told the woman at the well to ask for living 
water (John 4:7-14). 

14:9-32 shave... wash. What is termed leprosy 
was apparently a number of skin diseases which 
were infectious, and thus were an apt picture of sin, 
which also corrupts the flesh, and is spread through 
social contact. The picture of isolating, analyzing, 
and finally cleansing these skin diseases is similar to 
the process of recognizing, repenting, and being for- 
given for sin. Blood is necessary in both cases, and in 


both cases the touch of the Holy Spirit, symbolized 
by oil, is present. 

14:10 the eighth day. The eighth day was the day of 
circumcision for a newborn male, and the cleansed 
person was starting again, almost like being born 
again into the community. 

14:21-32 if he is poor. God's legislation for Israel 
showed special concern for the poor. In these sac- 
rifices the poor Israelite still had to bring a lamb for 
the trespass offering, but for the sin offering or burnt 
offering he was allowed to bring turtledoves or 
pigeons. The grain offering was reduced from three- 
tenths to one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour. 
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of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, 
on the thumb of his right hand, and on the 
big toe of his right foot. 26And the priest 
shall pour some of the oil into the palm of 
his own left hand. 27Then the priest shall 
sprinkle with his right finger some of the 
oil that is in his left hand seven times before 
the LoRD. 28And the priest shall put some of 
the oil that is in his hand on the tip of the 
right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on 
the thumb of the right hand, and on the big 
toe of his right foot, on the place of the blood 
of the trespass offering. 29The rest of the oil 
that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on 
the head of him who is to be cleansed, to 
make atonement for him before the LORD. 
30A nd he shall offer one of >the turtledoves 
or young pigeons, such as he can afford— 
3lsuch as he is able to afford, the one as a 
sin offering and the other as a burnt offer- 
ing, with the grain offering. So the priest 
shall make atonement for him who is to be 
cleansed before the LORD. 32This is the law 
for one who had a leprous sore, who cannot 
afford cthe usual cleansing.” 


The Law Concerning Leprous 


Houses 

33A nd the LORD spoke to Moses and Aar- 
on, saying: 344“When you have come into 
the land of Canaan, which I give you as a 
possession, and ¢I put the leprous plague* 
in a house in the land of your possession, 
35and he who owns the house comes and 
tells the priest, saying, ‘It seems to me that 
there is fsome plague in the house,’ 36then 
the priest shall command that they empty 
the house, before the priest goes into it to 
examine the plague, that all that is in the 
house may not be made unclean; and after- 
ward the priest shall go in to examine the 
house. 37And he shall examine the plague; 
and indeed if the plague is on the walls of 
the house with ingrained streaks, greenish 
or reddish, which appear to be deep in the 
wall, 38then the priest shall go out of the 
house, to the door of the house, and shut up 
the house seven days. 39And the priest shall 
come again on the seventh day and look; 
and indeed if the plague has spread on the 
walls of the house, 4°then the priest shall 
command that they take away the stones 
in which is the plague, and they shall cast 
them into an unclean place outside the 
city. 41And he shall cause the house to be 
scraped inside, all around, and the dust 


Leviticus 15:2. @ 123 
that they scrape off they shall pour out in 
an unclean place outside the city. 42Then 
they shall take other stones and put them 
in the place of those stones, and he shall 
take other mortar and plaster the house. 

43“Now if the plague comes back and 
breaks out in the house, after he has taken 
away the stones, after he has scraped the 
house, and after it is plastered, 44then the 
priest shall come and look; and indeed if 
the plague has spread in the house, it is an 
active leprosy in the house. It is unclean. 
45And he shall break down the house, its 
stones, its timber, and all the plaster of the 
house, and he shall carry them outside 
the city to an unclean place. 46Moreover 
he who goes into the house at all while it 
is shut up shall be unclean until "evening. 
47And he who lies down in the house shall 
iwash his clothes, and he who eats in the 
house shall wash his clothes. 

48“But if the priest comes in and ex- 
amines it, and indeed the plague has not 
spread in the house after the house was 
plastered, then the priest shall pronounce 
the house clean, because the plague is 
healed. 49And ‘he shall take, to cleanse the 
house, two birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and 
hyssop. *°Then he shall kill one of the birds 
in an earthen vessel over running water; 
5land he shall take the cedar wood, the hys- 
sop, the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip 
them in the blood of the slain bird and in the 
running water, and sprinkle the house sev- 
en times. 52And he shall cleanse the house 
with the blood of the bird and the running 
water and the living bird, with the cedar 
wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet. 53Then 
he shall let the living bird loose outside the 
city in the open field, and make atonement 
for the house, and it shall be clean. 

54“This is the law for any leprous sore 
and scale, 55for the ™leprosy of a garment 
nand of a house, °6°for a swelling and a scab 
and a bright spot, 57to pteach when it is un- 
clean and when it is clean. This is the law 
of leprosy.” 


The Law Concerning Bodily 

Discharges 

15 And the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, 2“Speak to the chil- 

dren of Israel, and say to them: «When 


* 14:34 Decomposition by mildew, mold, dry rot, 
etc., and so in verses 34-53 


14:34 leprous plague in a house. This is the same 
term used of serious skin diseases in chapter 13. All 
of these conditions were harmful, whether on human 
skin, clothing, or the wall of a house. 

14:54-57 the law for any leprous sore. The 
uncleanness of leprosy required action. If it could not 
be removed, the thing that carried the uncleanness 
had to be removed from among God's people. In the 
same way, the uncleanness of sin requires action, 
but God has provided an infinitely stronger remedy 
through the blood of Christ. 
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any man has a discharge from his body, his 
discharge is unclean. 3And this shall be his 
uncleanness in regard to his discharge— 
whether his body runs with his discharge, 
or his body is stopped up by his discharge, 
it is his uncleanness. 4Every bed is un- 
clean on which he who has the discharge 
lies, and everything on which he sits shall 
be unclean. >And whoever "touches his 
bed shall «wash his clothes and ¢bathe in 
water, and be unclean until evening. 6He 
who sits on anything on which he who has 
the discharge sat shall wash his clothes 
and bathe in water, and be unclean until 
evening. 7And he who touches the body 
of him who has the discharge shall wash 
his clothes and bathe in water, and be un- 
clean until evening. 8If he who has the dis- 
charge fspits on him who is clean, then he 
shall wash his clothes and bathe in water, 
and be unclean until evening. 9Any saddle 
on which he who has the discharge rides 
shall be unclean. !9Whoever touches any- 
thing that was under him shall be unclean 
until evening. He who carries any of those 
things shall wash his clothes and bathe in 
water, and be unclean until evening. "And 
whomever the one who has the discharge 
touches, and has not rinsed his hands in 
water, he shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until evening. 
12The £vessel of earth that he who has the 
discharge touches shall be broken, and ev- 
ery vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water. 

13‘And when he who has a discharge is 
cleansed of his discharge, then “he shall 
count for himself seven days for his cleans- 
ing, wash his clothes, and bathe his body 
in running water; then he shall be clean. 
14On the eighth day he shall take for him- 
self ‘two turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
and come before the LORD, to the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting, and give them 
to the priest. !5Then the priest shall offer 
them, ‘the one as a sin offering and the oth- 
er as a burnt offering. So the priest shall 
make atonement for him before the LORD 
because of his discharge. 

16I‘Tf any man has an emission of semen, 
then he shall wash all his body in water, 
and be unclean until evening. !7And any 


garment and any leather on which there is 
semen, it shall be washed with water, and 
be unclean until evening. !8Also, when a 
woman lies with a man, and there is an 
emission of semen, they shall bathe in wa- 
ter, and “be unclean until evening. 

19n‘Tf a woman has a discharge, and 
the discharge from her body is blood, she 
shall be set apart seven days; and whoever 
touches her shall be unclean until evening. 
20Fverything that she lies on during her 
impurity shall be unclean; also everything 
that she sits on shall be unclean. 21 Whoever 
touches her bed shall wash his clothes and 
bathe in water, and be unclean until eve- 
ning. 22And whoever touches anything that 
she sat on shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until evening. 23If 
anything is on her bed or on anything on 
which she sits, when he touches it, he shall 
be unclean until evening. 24And °if any man 
lies with her at all, so that her impurity is on 
him, he shall be unclean seven days; and 
every bed on which he lies shall be unclean. 

25‘Tf Pa woman has a discharge of blood 
for many days, other than at the time of her 
customary impurity, or if it runs beyond 
her usual time of impurity, all the days of 
her unclean discharge shall be as the days 
of her customary impurity. She shall be 
unclean. 26Every bed on which she lies all 
the days of her discharge shall be to her as 
the bed of her impurity; and whatever she 
sits on shall be unclean, as the uncleanness 
of her impurity. 27Whoever touches those 
things shall be unclean; he shall wash his 
clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean 
until evening. 

28‘But dif she is cleansed of her discharge, 
then she shall count for herself seven days, 
and after that she shall be clean. 28And on 
the eighth day she shall take for herself 
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, and 
bring them to the priest, to the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting. 3°Then the priest 
shall offer the one as a sin offering and the 
other as a "burnt offering, and the priest 
shall make atonement for her before the 
LORD for the discharge of her uncleanness. 

31‘Thus you shall sseparate the children 


15:18 bathe in water... unclean. God's plan from 
the beginning includes sexual intercourse between a 
man and his wife; this is not sinful in God’s eyes. The 
uncleanness and requirements of washing were a rit- 
ual cleansing, a reminder of the holiness of God, not a 
prohibition of intimate relationships. 

15:19 woman ... discharge. There are rules for 
cleansing, but no sacrifice was required. Menstrua- 
tion was not regarded as sinful. 

15:25-27 blood for many days. lf a woman had 
a flow of blood at any time other than her normal 
monthly period, or if this was unusually long, her 
uncleanness continued the whole time and passed 
to all she touched. The woman with a hemorrhage 
who touched Jesus secretly (Luke 8:43-48) was in 
this situation. 


15:28-30 cleansed of her discharge. The woman 
was to bring the smallest allowable sacrifice for the 
atonement of sins she may have committed during 
the period of her uncleanness. 

15:31-33 separate ... from their uncleanness. 
Hygiene and health were important by-products, 
but the focus of these regulations concerning 
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of Israel from their uncleanness, lest they 
die in their uncleanness when they ‘defile 
My tabernacle that is among them. 324This 
is the law for one who has a discharge, Yand 
for him who emits semen and is unclean 
thereby, 33wand for her who is indisposed 
because of her customary impurity, and for 
one who has a discharge, either man *or 
woman, Yand for him who lies with her who 
is unclean.’” 


The Day of Atonement 
1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses after 
athe death of the two sons of Aaron, 
when they offered profane fire before the 
LORD, and died; 2and the LORD said to Mo- 
ses: “Tell Aaron your brother >not to come 
at just any time into the Holy Place inside 
the veil, before the mercy seat which is on 
the ark, lest he die; for cI will appear in the 
cloud above the mercy seat. 

3“Thus Aaron shall 4¢come into the Holy 
Place: ewith the blood of a young bull as a 
sin offering, and of a ram as a burnt offer- 
ing. 4He shall put the fholy linen tunic and 
the linen trousers on his body; she shall be 
girded with a linen sash, and with the linen 
turban he shall be attired. These are holy 
garments. Therefore he shall wash his body 
in water, and put them on. 5And he shall 
take from "the congregation of the children 
of Israel two kids of the goats as a sin offer- 
ing, and one ram as a burnt offering. 

6“A aron shall offer the bull as a sin offer- 
ing, which is for himself, and ‘make atone- 
ment for himself and for his house. 7He 
shall take the two goats and present them 
before the LORD at the door of the taberna- 
cle of meeting. 8Then Aaron shall cast lots 
for the two goats: one lot for the LORD and 
the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron 
shall bring the goat on which the LORD’s lot 
fell, and offer it as a sin offering. But the 
goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat 
shall be presented alive before the LORD, to 
make jatonement upon it, and to let it go as 
the scapegoat into the wilderness. 
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“And Aaron shall bring the bull of 
the sin offering, which is for himself, and 
make atonement for himself and for his 
house, and shall kill the bull as the sin 
offering which is for himself. 12Then he 
shall take 'a censer full of burning coals 
of fire from the altar before the LORD, with 
his hands full of ™sweet incense beaten 
fine, and bring it inside the veil. 18"And 
he shall put the incense on the fire before 
the LORD, that the cloud of incense may 
cover the -mercy seat that is on the Testi- 
mony, lest he die. 4¢He shall take some of 
the blood of the bull and ‘sprinkle it with 
his finger on the mercy seat on the east 
side; and before the mercy seat he shall 
sprinkle some of the blood with his finger 
seven times. 

15s“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin 
offering, which is for the people, bring its 
blood tinside the veil, do with that blood 
as he did with the blood of the bull, and 
sprinkle it on the mercy seat and before the 
mercy seat. 16So he shall “make atonement 
for the Holy Place, because of the unclean- 
ness of the children of Israel, and because 
of their transgressions, for all their sins; 
and so he shall do for the tabernacle of 
meeting which remains among them in the 
midst of their uncleanness. !7There shall 
be vyno man in the tabernacle of meeting 
when he goes in to make atonement in the 
Holy Place, until he comes out, that he may 
make atonement for himself, for his house- 
hold, and for all the assembly of Israel. 
18And he shall go out to the altar that is 
before the LORD, and make atonement for 
wit, and shall take some of the blood of the 
bull and some of the blood of the goat, and 
put it on the horns of the altar all around. 
19Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood 
on it with his finger seven times, cleanse it, 
and “consecrate it from the uncleanness of 
the children of Israel. 

20“And when he has made an end of 
atoning for the Holy Place, the tabernacle 
of meeting, and the altar, he shall bring the 


uncleanness was on keeping God's tabernacle unde- 
filed. Ceremonial laws in regard to natural impurity 
seem strange to us, because these ceremonies were 
made obsolete by the perfect sacrifice of Christ. But 
in the Old Testament one form of blasphemy was the 
defilement of sanctuary worship by certain forms of 
ceremonial impurity. 

16:2 come at just any time. This refers to the arro- 
gant attitude in which Aaron’s sons had approached 
to offer unauthorized sacrifice. God is holy, and must 
not be approached carelessly. After Christ opened 
the way for all believers to approach God at any time, 
it is perhaps easy to forget that we still approach 
with reverence and awe. It was because of the terri- 
ble price of the cross that we have this privilege, not 
because God has suddenly become casual. 

16:6 for himself. After atoning for himself the high 
priest could offer the sacrifice to atone for the peo- 
ple. The author of Hebrews places great emphasis 
on this point in discussing the superior priesthood of 


Jesus, who did not have to offer a sacrifice for Himself 
before He could be the sacrifice of atonement, one 
time for all people (Heb. 7:26; 9:11-28; 10:19-22). 
16:15-19 the goat... for the people. Aaron offered 
the goat for the people, and the other actions 
involved in this sacrifice made it clear that the sins of 
the people had a defiling effect on the tabernacle. If 
not removed, the sins would have caused the minis- 
try to be ineffective in atoning for the people. 
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live goat. 21Aaron shall lay both his hands 
on the head of the live goat, yconfess over 
it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions, concerning all 
their sins, zputting them on the head of the 
goat, and shall send it away into the wilder- 
ness by the hand of a suitable man. 22The 
goat shall ¢bear on itself all their iniquities 
to an uninhabited land; and he shall »re- 
lease the goat in the wilderness. 

23Then Aaron shall come into the tab- 
ernacle of meeting, ‘shall take off the linen 
garments which he put on when he went 
into the Holy Place, and shall leave them 
there. 24And he shall wash his body with 
water in a holy place, put on his garments, 
come out and offer his burnt offering and 
the burnt offering of the people, and make 
atonement for himself and for the peo- 
ple. 25¢The fat of the sin offering he shall 
burn on the altar. 26And he who released 
the goat as the scapegoat shall wash his 
clothes eand bathe his body in water, and 
afterward he may come into the camp. 
27fThe bull for the sin offering and the 
goat for the sin offering, whose blood was 
brought in to make atonement in the Holy 
Place, shall be carried outside the camp. 
And they shall burn in the fire their skins, 
their flesh, and their offal. 28Then he who 
burns them shall wash his clothes and 
bathe his body in water, and afterward he 
may come into the camp. 

29“This shall be a statute forever for you: 
#In the seventh month, on the tenth day 
of the month, you shall afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether a native of 
your own country or a stranger who dwells 
among you. 39For on that day the priest 
shall make atonement for you, to "cleanse 


you, that you may be clean from all your 
sins before the LORD. 3!‘It is a sabbath of 
solemn rest for you, and you shall afflict 
your souls. It is a statute forever. 32/And the 
priest, who is anointed and consecrated 
to minister as priest in his father’s place, 
shall make atonement, and put on the linen 
clothes, the holy garments; 3%then he shall 
make atonement for the Holy Sanctuary,* 
and he shall make atonement for the taber- 
nacle of meeting and for the altar, and he 
shall make atonement for the priests and 
for all the people of the assembly. 34!This 
shall be an everlasting statute for you, to 
make atonement for the children of Israel, 
for all their sins, "once a year.” And he did 
as the LORD commanded Moses. 


The Sanctity of Blood 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
2«Speak to Aaron, to his sons, and to 
all the children of Israel, and say to them, 
‘This is the thing which the LORD has com- 
manded, saying: 3“Whatever man of the 
house of Israel who ¢kills an ox or lamb or 
goat in the camp, or who kills it outside the 
camp, 4and does not bring it to the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting to offer an offer- 
ing to the LORD before the tabernacle of the 
LORD, the guilt of bloodshed shall be °im- 
puted to that man. He has shed blood; and 
that man shall be cut off from among his 
people, ®to the end that the children of Is- 
rael may bring their sacrifices ‘which they 
offer in the open field, that they may bring 
them to the LORD at the door of the taberna- 
cle of meeting, to the priest, and offer them 


* 16:33 That is, the Most Holy Place 


16:21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat. Sending the goat into the wilderness 
was a public ceremony. Everyone could see Aaron 
symbolically placing the sins of the people on the 
goat’s head. All of the ways that people could offend 
God were placed on the head of the goat, which took 
them away from the camp, away from the people, 
away from God. 

16:22 goat shall bear on itself. This is the origin of 
the common expression “scapegoat.” The goat was 
not guilty of the sins, but he bore them anyway, 
allowing the guilty to escape the consequences of 
their sins. In Jesus’ bearing the sins of the human race, 
and in His death outside the city (outside the camp), 
He fulfilled this annual ritual of the Day of Atonement. 
Not only was Jesus the perfect High Priest, He was the 
perfect Sacrifice. 

16:29 In the seventh month. The Day of Atonement 
fell between mid-September and mid-October. 
16:29-34 The Day of Atonement—This whole 
process of animal sacrifice seems foreign to us. There 
is no enjoyment in seeing an animal killed. Special 
underwear and extra washings do not fit our religious 
experience. It is easy for us to wonder why this was 
necessary. What is the big deal anyway? The primary 
reason we have trouble with this is that we have such 
a superficial understanding of sin and God's attitude 


toward it. We tend to think of sin as a kind of correct- 
able mistake, easily taken care of. Why be so upset 
about it? 

The Day of Atonement pointed the Israelites to 

the seriousness of sin. They were able to see that sin 
was an affront to God that had to be dealt with. It is 
like cancer. If it is not treated, death is the ultimate 
consequence. At its core, sin is rebellion against God. 
This ceremony stood as a permanent reminder of 
these truths. It pointed to God's holiness, to the dras- 
tic measures needed to deal with sin. Our souls are to 
be cleansed thoroughly and the sacrifices on the Day 
of Atonement accomplished this cleansing for the 
Israelite community. As such it was the most impor- 
tant day in the Jewish religious calendar. 
17:5 sacrifices ...in the open field. Such sacrifices 
were strictly forbidden. All sacrifices were to be 
clearly and unequivocally made to God alone, and in 
His way. 


16:21 Lev. 5:5; 26:40 Z [Is. 53:6] 
12] © Lev.14:7 16:23 ¢ Ezek. 42:14;44:19 16:25¢ Lev. 
1:8;4:10 16:26@ Lev.15:5 16:27 Heb. 13:11 

16:299 Lev. 23:27-32 16:30° Jer.33:8 16:31! Lev. 
23:27,32 16:32/ Lev. 4:3, 5, 16; 21:10 * Ex. 29:29, 30 
16:34! Lev. 23:31 ™ [Heb. 9:7, 25,28] 17:34 Deut. 12:5, 
15,21. 17:45Rom.5:13. 17:5¢ Deut. 12:1-27 


16:22 4 [Is. 53:6, 11, 


as peace offerings to the LORD. &And the 
priest 4shall sprinkle the blood on the altar 
of the LoRD at the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting, and eburn the fat for a sweet 
aroma to the LORD. 7They shall no more of- 
fer their sacrifices fto demons, after whom 
they Shave played the harlot. This shall be 
a statute forever for them throughout their 
generations.”’ 

8“Also you shall say to them: ‘Whatever 
man of the house of Israel, or of the strang- 
ers who dwell among you, "who offers a 
burnt offering or sacrifice, 9and does not 
ibring it to the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting, to offer it to the LORD, that man 
shall be cut off from among his people. 

10/‘And whatever man of the house of Is- 
rael, or of the strangers who dwell among 
you, who eats any blood, ®I will set My face 
against that person who eats blood, and 
will cut him off from among his people. 
llFor the ‘life of the flesh is in the blood, 
and I have given it to you upon the altar 
mto make atonement for your souls; for "it 
is the blood that makes atonement for the 
soul.’ !2Therefore I said to the children of 
Israel, ‘No one among you shall eat blood, 
nor shall any stranger who dwells among 
you eat blood.’ 

13“Whatever man of the children of Is- 
rael, or of the strangers who dwell among 
you, who °hunts and catches any animal or 
bird that may be eaten, he shall Ppour out 
its blood and 4cover it with dust; 14rfor it is 
the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life. 
Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 
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“You shall not eat the blood of any flesh, 
for the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever 
eats it shall be cut off.’ 

I5s“And every person who eats what 
died naturally or what was torn by beasts, 
whether he is a native of your own coun- 
try or a stranger, ‘he shall both wash his 
clothes and “bathe in water, and be unclean 
until evening. Then he shall be clean. !6But 
if he does not wash them or bathe his body, 
then vhe shall bear his guilt.” 


Laws of Sexual Morality 
1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God. 
3bAccording to the doings of the land of 
Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall not do; 
and caccording to the doings of the land 
of Canaan, where I am bringing you, you 
shall not do; nor shall you walk in their 
ordinances. 4¢You shall observe My judg- 
ments and keep My ordinances, to walk in 
them: I am the LoRD your God. * You shall 
therefore keep My statutes and My judg- 
ments, which if a man does, he shall live 
by them: I am the LORD. 
6‘None of you shall approach anyone 
who is near of kin to him, to uncover his 
nakedness: I am the LORD. 7The nakedness 
of your father or the nakedness of your 
mother you shall not uncover. She is your 
mother; you shall not uncover her naked- 
ness. 8The nakedness of your efather’s wife 
you shall not uncover; it is your father’s 
nakedness. 9/The nakedness of your sister, 


17:7 to demons... played the harlot. Pagan dei- 
ties in the form of goats, like satyrs, were a part of 
the cultures surrounding the Israelites. Israel’s wor- 
ship of other gods, and God's attitude toward it was 
likened to the way a husband would feel if his wife 
became a prostitute. This was a picture of betrayal 
that the Israelites could understand. statute for- 
ever. Because this was a permanent rule, it becomes 
clear that it was not an injunction against slaughter- 
ing animals for meat, but referred to sacrifices. When 
Israel's worship was centered in Jerusalem, some 
families lived more than a hundred miles from the 
temple. They could not have traveled so far to kill 
animals for meat, although they did make the jour- 
ney for sacrifices. 

17:10 any blood. Eating blood was forbidden in the 
strongest possible terms. 

17:13 cover it with dust. Blood was to be treated 
respectfully, and covering it with earth was a token 
of burial. 

18:2 the Lorb. This is the translation of the name for 
God, sometimes called Yahweh, the name by which 
God revealed Himself to Moses (Ex. 6:2—8). In using 
this name, God was basing His claim to the Israelites’ 
devotion on His willingness to reveal Himself to them, 
to redeem them and to be their God. 

18:4 My judgments... My ordinances. “Judgments” 
refers to judicial decisions involving situations that 
might not be addressed in the statutes. “Ordinances” 
are decrees, laws, and acts of a permanent nature. 
18:5 if aman does, he shall live. God gave the law 


as a means Of life on all levels—physical, moral, spir- 
itual, and relational. 

18:6 None ... anyone whois near of kin... uncover 
his nakedness. This term covers cases such as incest 
between father and daughter and between brother 
and full sister, even though they are absent from the 
following list. To uncover someone's nakedness is to 
have sexual intercourse with that person. 

18:7 The nakedness of your father... you shall not 
uncover. The point of this passage is that committing 
incest with the wife of one’s father is symbolically to 
uncover the father’s nakedness too, because the two 
are one flesh through marriage. 

18:8 father’s wife. Even if your father’s wife is not 
your mother, it is still wrong to have sexual relations 
with her. In Israel at that time multiple wives or con- 
cubines were still part of society, as well as a second 
wife coming into the family through death or divorce 
of the first wife. 

18:9 your sister. Though this may seem redundant, 
God wanted to make it abundantly clear that a sister 
who did not share the same pair of parents as her 
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the daughter of your father, or the daughter 
of your mother, whether born at home or 
elsewhere, their nakedness you shall not 
uncover. 10The nakedness of your son’s 
daughter or your daughter’s daughter, their 
nakedness you shall not uncover; for theirs 
is your own nakedness. !! The nakedness of 
your father’s wife’s daughter, begotten by 
your father—she is your sister—you shall 
not uncover her nakedness. !22 You shall not 
uncover the nakedness of your father’s sis- 
ter; she is near of kin to your father. You 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your 
mother’s sister, for she is near of kin to your 
mother. 14h You shall not uncover the naked- 
ness of your father’s brother. You shall not 
approach his wife; she is your aunt. 15 You 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your 
daughter-in-law—she is your son’s wife— 
you shall not uncover her nakedness. 
16You shall not uncover the nakedness 
of your brother’s wife; it is your brother’s 
nakedness. !7You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of a woman and her ‘daughter, 
nor shall you take her son’s daughter or her 
daughter’s daughter, to uncover her naked- 
ness. They are near of kin to her. It is wick- 
edness. 18Nor shall you take a woman /as a 
rival to her sister, to uncover her nakedness 
while the other is alive. 

19‘Also you shall not approach a woman 
to uncover her nakedness as “long as she 
is in her ‘customary impurity. 2°™More- 
over you shall not lie carnally with your 
nneighbor’s wife, to defile yourself with 
her. 21And you shall not let any of your 
descendants °pass through Pthe fire to 
aMolech, nor shall you profane the name 
of your God: I am the LORD. 2? You shall 
not lie with "a male as with a woman. It is 
an abomination. 23Nor shall you mate with 
any sanimal, to defile yourself with it. Nor 
shall any woman stand before an animal to 
mate with it. It is perversion. 

24t‘Do not defile yourselves with any of 


these things; “for by all these the nations 
are defiled, which I am casting out before 
you. 25For vthe land is defiled; therefore I 
wvisit the punishment of its iniquity upon 
it, and the land xvomits out its inhabitants. 
26vYou shall therefore keep My statutes and 
My judgments, and shall not commit any 
of these abominations, either any of your 
own nation or any stranger who dwells 
among you 27(for all these abominations 
the men of the land have done, who were 
before you, and thus the land is defiled), 
28lest Zthe land vomit you out also when 
you defile it, as it vomited out the nations 
that were before you. 29For whoever com- 
mits any of these abominations, the per- 
sons who commit them shall be cut off 
from among their people. 

30‘Therefore you shall keep My ordi- 
nance, so “that you do not commit any of 
these abominable customs which were 
committed before you, and that you do not 
defile yourselves by them: >I am the LORD 
your God.’” 


Moral and Ceremonial Laws 
1 And the LorD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“Speak to all the congregation 

of the children of Israel, and say to them: 
a°You shall be holy, for Ithe LORD your God 
am holy. 

3b‘Every one of you shall revere his 
mother and his father, and ‘keep My Sab- 
baths: I am the LorD your God. 

44‘Do not turn to idols, enor make for 
yourselves molded gods: I am the LORD 
your God. 

5‘And fif you offer a sacrifice of a peace 
offering to the LORD, you shall offer it of 
your own free will. SIt shall be eaten the 
same day you offer it, and on the next day. 
And if any remains until the third day, it 
shall be burned in the fire. 7And if it is eat- 
en at all on the third day, it is an abomi- 
nation. It shall not be accepted. Therefore 


brother was still off limits. This would cover husbands 
of multiple wives and illegitimate children. Sexual sin 
is serious with long reaching consequences, and it is 
clearly forbidden within the family. 

18:20 with your neighbor’s wife. Adultery is forbid- 
den in Exodus 20:14 and its penalty is given in Levit- 
icus 20:10. 

18:21 your descendants ... to Molech. God forbids 
child sacrifice right along with incest. This is destruc- 
tive behavior with far-reaching consequences, and all 
followers of the Lord will abhor it as God does. 

18:22 lie with a male. Homosexuality here is labeled 
an abomination, something detestable to God both 
ritually (as a part of the Canaanite religion) and morally. 
To abominate something is to be repulsed by it, and 
when God is repulsed, it is a clear message that homo- 
sexuality is not part of His plan for human relationships. 
18:23 any animal. Bestiality is labeled a perversion, 
something out of the natural order and a defilement. 
It, too, was a feature of some of the religions of Israel's 
neighbors. 

18:24-30 defile. The land had become so defiled by 


the perverted practices of the Canaanites that it was 
vomiting them out. For that reason, the land would 
be available to Israel to settle. The Israelites, however, 
needed to be careful to live as God's holy people, or 
the land would vomit them out as well. 

19:3 keep My Sabbaths. The weekly Sabbath was an 
acknowledgment that not everything depended on 
the Israelites’ efforts. It was an acknowledgment of 
God's lordship and His grace. 

19:5 peace offering. The peace offering was a free- 
will offering. 
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everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, 
because he has profaned the hallowed of- 
fering of the LORD; and that person shall be 
cut off from his people. 

9s‘When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not wholly reap the cor- 
ners of your field, nor shall you gather 
the gleanings of your harvest. !©And you 
shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall 
you gather every grape of your vineyard; 
you shall leave them for the poor and the 
stranger: Iam the LORD your God. 

l1h*You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, 
inor lie to one another. !2And you shall not 
igswear by My name falsely, nor shall you 
profane the name of your God: I am the 
LORD. 

13l°You shall not cheat your neighbor, nor 
rob him. "The wages of him who is hired 
shall not remain with you all night until 
morning. !4You shall not curse the deaf, 
nnor put a stumbling block before the blind, 
but shall fear your God: I am the LORD. 

15*You shall do no injustice in °judg- 
ment. You shall not ’be partial to the poor, 
nor honor the person of the mighty. In 
righteousness you shall judge your neigh- 
bor. 16You shall not go about as a “tale- 
bearer among your people; nor shall you 
ttake a stand against the life of your neigh- 
bor: Iam the LorD. 

17s*You shall not hate your brother in 
your heart. ‘You shall surely rebuke your 
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. 
18uYou shall not take vengeance, nor bear 
any grudge against the children of your 
people, vbut you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself: I am the LORD. 

19°You shall keep My statutes. You shall 
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not let your livestock breed with another 
kind. You shall not sow your field with 
mixed seed. Nor shall a garment of mixed 
linen and wool come upon you. 

20°Whoever lies carnally with a woman 
who is “betrothed to a man as a concubine, 
and who has not at all been redeemed nor 
given her freedom, for this there shall be 
scourging; but they shall not be put to 
death, because she was not free. 21And 
he shall bring his trespass offering to the 
LORD, to the door of the tabernacle of meet- 
ing, a ram as a trespass offering. 22The 
priest shall make atonement for him with 
the ram of the trespass offering before the 
LoRD for his sin which he has committed. 
And the sin which he has committed shall 
be forgiven him. 

23°When you come into the land, and 
have planted all kinds of trees for food, 
then you shall count their fruit as uncir- 
cumcised. Three years it shall be as uncir- 
cumcised to you. It shall not be eaten. 24But 
in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, 
a praise to the LORD. 25And in the fifth year 
you may eat its fruit, that it may yield to 
you its increase: Iam the LORD your God. 

26“You shall not eat anything with the 
blood, nor shall you practice divination or 
soothsaying. 27You shall not shave around 
the sides of your head, nor shall you dis- 
figure the edges of your beard. 28 You shall 
not xmake any cuttings in your flesh for the 
dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: Iam 
the LORD. 

29yvDo not prostitute your daughter, to 
cause her to be a harlot, lest the land fall 
into harlotry, and the land become full of 
wickedness. 


19:10 for the poor and the stranger. Providing for the 
poor and the alien who could not own land was a pri- 
ority in ancient Israel. The generosity of God's people 
was rooted in God's generosity toward the Israelites. 
19:16 talebearer. A talebearer is one who is not only 
a gossip, but one who is actively seeking to destroy 
another's reputation. 

19:17 hate... in your heart. Jesus addressed this 
principle in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:21—24). 
19:18 take vengeance. Vengeance belongs to God 
(Deut. 32:35); His vengeance is entirely just. It is easy 
for human vengeance to be carried out too zealously, 
leaving the by-products of bitterness and hatred. 
Instead, we are to do good to those who hate us and 
pray for those who persecute us (Matt. 5:44). love. The 
word “love” is first found in Genesis 22:2, where God 
told Abraham to offer up his son whom he loved as a 
burnt sacrifice upon Mount Moriah, and the first men- 
tion of love in the New Testament is God proclaiming 
that Jesus is His beloved Son (Matt. 3:17). Family love 
is something people find easy to understand. Even if it 
is not very strong in one’s nuclear family, the longing 
for love shows us that we understand what it is to be. 
To take this love one step further, that a parent would 
allow a child to die for the good of others, stretches 
the concept of love. And yet it is that very love that 
caused God to send His Son to die for the whole world. 
19:20 a woman... a concubine. The slave woman 


had a low social standing and few rights, and may not 
have had the freedom to cry out when approached 
sexually. Therefore, she remained guiltless. Because 
she was aslave, the man escaped death, but remained 
guilty before God. Atonement was necessary for him 
to receive forgiveness. 

19:26 divination. God, and not a demon or imper- 
sonal force, is all powerful and directs the future. 
Practicing divination reveals a lack of trust in God to 
bring the best in the future in His timing. 

19:27-28 beard... cuttings in your flesh... nor 
tattoo any marks. The human body was designed 
by God to be beautiful. Disfiguring the body for the 
dead, or as a sign of mourning, is dishonoring to God. 
Some disfiguring was a part of pagan religions, and 
was forbidden to God's people for any reason. 

19:29 cause her to be a harlot. Sexual relations are 
sacred. Forcing a daughter to violate that sanctity 
defiled her against her will. 
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130 #@ Leviticus 19:30 

30°You shall keep My Sabbaths and 2rev- 
erence My sanctuary: I am the LORD. 

31‘Give no regard to mediums and famil- 
iar spirits; do not seek after *them, to be 
defiled by them: I am the LORD your God. 

32b°You shall rise before the gray headed 
and honor the presence of an old man, and 
cfear your God: I am the LORD. 

33‘And 4if a stranger dwells with you 
in your land, you shall not mistreat him. 
34eThe stranger who dwells among you 
shall be to you as one born among you, 
and fyou shall love him as yourself; for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt: Iam 
the LORD your God. 

35°You shall do no injustice in judgment, 
in measurement of length, weight, or vol- 
ume. 36You shall have shonest scales, 
honest weights, an honest ephah, and an 
honest hin: I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt. 

37h‘Therefore you shall observe all My 
statutes and all My judgments, and per- 
form them: I am the LORD.’” 


Penalties for Breaking the Law 
2 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 22“Again, you shall say to the 
children of Israel: ’‘Whoever of the chil- 
dren of Israel, or of the strangers who dwell 
in Israel, who gives any of his descendants 
to Molech, he shall surely be put to death. 
The people of the land shall ¢stone him 
with stones. 34] will set My face against 
that man, and will cut him off from his 
people, because he has given some of his 
descendants to Molech, to defile My sanc- 
tuary and profane My holy name. 4And if 
the people of the land should in any way 
hide their eyes from the man, when he 
gives some of his descendants to Molech, 
and they do not kill him, 5then I will set My 
face against that man and against his fam- 
ily; and I will cut him off from his people, 
and all who prostitute themselves with him 
to commit harlotry with Molech. 
6‘And ¢the person who turns to mediums 
and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself 
with them, I will set My face against that 
person and cut him off from his people. 


7fConsecrate yourselves therefore, and be 
holy, for |amthe LORD your God. 8And you 
shall keep ¢My statutes, and perform them: 
hI am the LORD who sanctifies you. 

9‘For ‘everyone who curses his father or 
his mother shall surely be put to death. He 
has cursed his father or his mother. iHis 
blood shall be upon him. 

10k‘The man who commits adultery with 
another man’s wife, he who commits adul- 
tery with his neighbor’s wife, the adulterer 
and the adulteress, shall surely be put to 
death. 11The man who lies with his 'fa- 
ther’s wife has uncovered his father’s na- 
kedness; both of them shall surely be put 
to death. Their blood shall be upon them. 
121f a man lies with his "daughter-in-law, 
both of them shall surely be put to death. 
They have committed perversion. Their 
blood shall be upon them. "If a man lies 
with a male as he lies with a woman, both 
of them have committed an abomination. 
They shall surely be put to death. Their 
blood shall be upon them. “If a man mar- 
ries a woman and her °mother, it is wick- 
edness. They shall be burned with fire, 
both he and they, that there may be no 
wickedness among you. If a man mates 
with an Panimal, he shall surely be put to 
death, and you shall kill the animal. !6If a 
woman approaches any animal and mates 
with it, you shall kill the woman and the 
animal. They shall surely be put to death. 
Their blood is upon them. 

17‘Tf a man takes his “sister, his father’s 
daughter or his mother’s daughter, and 
sees her nakedness and she sees his naked- 
ness, it is a wicked thing. And they shall be 
cut off in the sight of their people. He has 
uncovered his sister’s nakedness. He shall 
bear his guilt. 18"If a man lies with a woman 
during her sickness and uncovers her na- 
kedness, he has exposed her flow, and she 
has uncovered the flow of her blood. Both 
of them shall be cut off from their people. 

19°You shall not uncover the nakedness 
of your smother’s sister nor of your ‘fa- 
ther’s sister, for that would uncover his 
near of kin. They shall bear their guilt. 29If 
a man lies with his “uncle’s wife, he has 


19:31 mediums... familiar spirits. |n principle this 
is no different than divination. Its practice involves 
consulting the spirits of the dead, or other spirits, 
both of which are strictly forbidden. It demonstrates 
lack of faith and rebellion against God and His ways. 
19:35-36 injustice in judgment, in measurement. 
Injustice in legal transactions or in business are 
equally wrong. God is just and generous, and His 
people are to be the same. 

20:2-5 gives any of his descendants to Molech... 
put to death... stone him. The penalty for child 
sacrifice, whether carried out by an alien or a citizen 
of Israel, was death, either carried out by the justice 
system or by God Himself. Children are a trust and 
blessing from God, and killing them in a pagan ritual 
is a wickedness that God will not overlook. 

20:8 who sanctifies you. To be sanctified is to be “set 


apart.” The worshiper was set apart to God, from all 
other allegiances. 

20:9 His blood shall be upon him. This statement 
assured the executioners that they were not guilty of 
shedding the offender's blood. 
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uncovered his uncle’s nakedness. They 
shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 
21]f a man takes his Ybrother’s wife, it is an 
unclean thing. He has uncovered his broth- 
er’s nakedness. They shall be childless. 

22°You shall therefore keep all My wstat- 
utes and all My judgments, and perform 
them, that the land where I am bring- 
ing you to dwell may not vomit you out. 
23yAnd you shall not walk in the statutes 
of the nation which I am casting out before 
you; for they commit all these things, and 
ztherefore I abhor them. 24But ¢I have said 
to you, “You shall inherit their land, and I 
will give it to you to possess, a land flowing 
with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your 
God, >who has separated you from the peo- 
ples. 25 You shall therefore distinguish be- 
tween clean animals and unclean, between 
unclean birds and clean, ¢and you shall not 
make yourselves abominable by beast or 
by bird, or by any kind of living thing that 
creeps on the ground, which I have sepa- 
rated from you as unclean. 26And you shall 
be holy to Me, efor I the LORD am holy, and 
have separated you from the peoples, that 
you should be Mine. 

27/4 man or a woman who is a medium, 
or who has familiar spirits, shall surely be 
put to death; they shall stone them with 
stones. Their blood shall be upon them.’” 


Regulations for Conduct of Priests 
21 And the LorRD said to Moses, “Speak 
to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and 
say to them: “None shall defile himself for 
the dead among his people, 2except for his 
relatives who are nearest to him: his moth- 
er, his father, his son, his daughter, and his 
brother; salso his virgin sister who is near 
to him, who has had no husband, for her he 
may defile himself. 40therwise he shall not 
defile himself, being a chief man among 
his people, to profane himself. 
5b‘They shall not make any bald place 
on their heads, nor shall they shave the 
edges of their beards nor make any cut- 
tings in their flesh. 6They shall be choly 
to their God and not profane the name of 
their God, for they offer the offerings of 
the LORD made by fire, and the “bread of 
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their God; ¢therefore they shall be holy. 
7'They shall not take a wife who is a harlot 
or a defiled woman, nor shall they take a 
woman £divorced from her husband; for 
the priest* is holy to his God. 8Therefore 
you shall consecrate him, for he offers the 
bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, 
for "I the LORD, who ‘sanctify you, am holy. 
9The daughter of any priest, if she profanes 
herself by playing the harlot, she profanes 
her father. She shall be ‘burned with fire. 
10‘He who is the high priest among his 
brethren, on whose head the anointing oil 
was kpoured and who is consecrated to 
wear the garments, shall not ‘uncover his 
head nor tear his clothes; “nor shall he go 
mnear any dead body, nor defile himself for 
his father or his mother; !2"nor shall he go 
out of the sanctuary, nor profane the sanc- 
tuary of his God; for the °consecration of 
the anointing oil of his God is upon him: 
Iam the LorD. And he shall take a wife 
in her virginity. 4A widow or a divorced 
woman or a defiled woman or a harlot— 
these he shall not marry; but he shall take 
a virgin of his own people as wife. 5Nor 
shall he profane his posterity among his 
people, for I the LORD sanctify him.’” 
16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
17“Speak to Aaron, saying: ‘No man of 
your descendants in succeeding genera- 
tions, who has any defect, may approach 
to offer the bread of his God. !8For any 
man who has a Pdefect shall not approach: 
a man blind or lame, who has a marred 
face or any limb “too long, 4% man who 
has a broken foot or broken hand, 2%or is a 
hunchback or a dwarf, or a man who has 
a defect in his eye, or eczema or scab, or is 
a eunuch. 21No man of the descendants of 
Aaron the priest, who has a defect, shall 
come near to offer the offerings made by 
fire to the LORD. He has a defect; he shall 
not come near to offer the bread of his God. 
22He may eat the bread of his God, both the 
most holy and the holy; 28only he shall not 
go near the 'veil or approach the altar, be- 
cause he has a defect, lest she profane My 
sanctuaries; for Ithe LORD sanctify them.’” 


* 21:7 Literally he 


20:21 takes his brother’s wife. |t may be assumed 
that this passage refers to taking his brother's wife 
while his brother is still living. Deuteronomy 25:5-10 
gives a fairly detailed directive for a brother marrying 
his brother's childless widow and giving the firstborn 
the name of the dead brother, so that his family line 
will be maintained. 

21:5 not make any bald place... . cuttings in their 
flesh. These were pagan customs, and all Israel was 
forbidden to observe them (19:27). 

21:9 profanes herself by playing the harlot. Prosti- 
tution, the ultimate promiscuity, was the opposite of 
holiness, the ultimate faithfulness. The daughter was 
to reflect her father’s holiness to God. 

21:22 He may eat. Physical defect did not imply 


a moral defect. The person afflicted was to 
receive his food as the other priests did, from the 
sacrifices. 
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24And Moses told it to Aaron and his 
sons, and to all the children of Israel. 

2 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing, 2“Speak to Aaron and his sons, 
that they “separate themselves from the 
holy things of the children of Israel, and 
that they ’do not profane My holy name by 
what they ¢dedicate to Me: I am the LORD. 
3Say to them: ‘Whoever of all your descen- 
dants throughout your generations, who 
goes near the holy things which the chil- 
dren of Israel dedicate to the LORD, ¢while 
he has uncleanness upon him, that person 
shall be cut off from My presence: I am the 
LORD. 

4°Whatever man of the descendants of 
Aaron, who is a ¢leper or has fa discharge, 
shall not eat the holy offerings #until he 
is clean. And "whoever touches anything 
made unclean by a corpse, or ‘a man who 
has had an emission of semen, ®or ijwho- 
ever touches any creeping thing by which 
he would be made unclean, or any person 
by whom he would become unclean, what- 
ever his uncleanness may be— §the person 
who has touched any such thing shall be 
unclean until evening, and shall not eat the 
holy offerings unless he 'washes his body 
with water. 7And when the sun goes down 
he shall be clean; and afterward he may 
eat the holy offerings, because it is his 
food. 8"Whatever dies naturally or is torn 
by beasts he shall not eat, to defile himself 
with it: Iam the LORD. 

They shall therefore keep °My ordi- 
nance, Plest they bear sin for it and die 
thereby, if they profane it: I the LORD sanc- 
tify them. 

10a‘No outsider shall eat the holy offering; 
one who dwells with the priest, or a hired 
servant, shall not eat the holy thing. But if 
the priest "buys a person with his money, he 
may eat it; and one who is born in his house 
may eat his food. !2If the priest’s daughter 
is married to an outsider, she may not eat 
of the holy offerings. !8But if the priest’s 
daughter is a widow or divorced, and has 
no child, and has returned to her father’s 


house as in her youth, she may eat her fa- 
ther’s food; but no outsider shall eat it. 
14‘And if a man eats the sholy offering 
unintentionally, then he shall restore a holy 
offering to the priest, and add one-fifth to 
it. 5They shall not profane the holy offer- 
ings of the children of Israel, which they of- 
fer to the LorRD, !6or allow them to bear the 
guilt of trespass when they eat their holy 
offerings; for Ithe LORD sanctify them.’” 


Offerings Accepted and Not 


Accepted 

17And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
18“Speak to Aaron and his sons, and to 
all the children of Israel, and say to them: 
‘Whatever man of the house of Israel, or 
of the strangers in Israel, who offers his 
sacrifice for any of his vows or for any of 
his freewill offerings, which they offer to 
the LORD as a burnt offering— !%“you shall 
offer of your own free will a male without 
blemish from the cattle, from the sheep, or 
from the goats. 20vWhatever has a defect, 
you shall not offer, for it shall not be ac- 
ceptable on your behalf. 21:And ~whoever 
offers a sacrifice of a peace offering to the 
LORD, to fulfill his vow, or a freewill offer- 
ing from the cattle or the sheep, it must be 
perfect to be accepted; there shall be no de- 
fect in it. 22»Those that are blind or broken 
or maimed, or have an ulcer or eczema or 
scabs, you shall not offer to the LORD, nor 
make Zan offering by fire of them on the 
altar to the LORD. 23Either a bull or a lamb 
that has any limb too long or too short you 
may offer as a freewill offering, but for a 
vow it shall not be accepted. 

24°You shall not offer to the LORD what 
is bruised or crushed, or torn or cut; nor 
shall you make any offering of them in 
your land. 25Nor >from a foreigner’s hand 
shall you offer any of these as ¢the bread of 
your God, because their ¢corruption is in 
them, and defects are in them. They shall 
not be accepted on your behalf.’” 

26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 


22:3 all your descendants throughout your gener- 
ations. This statement made the restriction as broad 
as possible in any one generation, and as broad as 
possible through all time. cut off from My presence. 
The individual was not executed or banished from 
the community, but was permanently barred from 
ministering as a priest. 

22:7 it is his food. The sacrifices brought by the Isra- 
elites were a major part of the daily provisions of the 
priests. 

22:8 dies naturally or is torn by beasts. An ordinary 
Israelite was unclean until evening if he ate such ani- 
mals (17:15-16), but a priest was not to eat them atall. 
22:11 buys a person... he may eat. Strangers, 
guests, and hired servants were forbidden to eat of 
the holy gifts, but slaves and their children were con- 
sidered as a part of the priest's family, and could eat 
of the consecrated food. 

22:18 strangers in Israel. Resident aliens in Israel 


were permitted to worship God with the Israelites, 
and were subject to the same regulations about sac- 
rifices. 

22:21 it must be perfect to be accepted. This is a very 
clear directive, yet the prophet Malachi addressed 
the problem of defective sacrifices in his day (Mal. 
1:7-14). God called that “despising” His name. 
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27e“When a bull or a sheep or a goat is born, 
it shall be seven days with its mother; and 
from the eighth day and thereafter it shall 
be accepted as an offering made by fire to 
the LORD. 28 Whether it is a cow or ewe, 
do not kill both her fand her young on the 
same day. 29And when you “offer a sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving to the LORD, offer it 
of your own free will. 3%On the same day 
it shall be eaten; you shall leave “none of it 
until morning: I am the LORD. 
31i“Therefore you shall keep My com- 
mandments, and perform them: I am the 
LORD. 32/You shall not profane My holy 
name, but &I will be hallowed among the 
children of Israel. lamthe LORD who'sancti- 
fies you, 33mwho brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LorRD.” 


Feasts of the LorD 

2 And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 

and say to them: ‘The feasts of the LORD, 

which you shall proclaim to be “holy con- 

vocations, these are My feasts. 


The Sabbath 

3b‘Six days shall work be done, but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a 
holy convocation. You shall do no work on 
it; it is the Sabbath of the LORD in all your 
dwellings. 


The Passover and Unleavened 


Bread 

4c‘These are the feasts of the LORD, holy 
convocations which you shall proclaim at 
their appointed times. 54On the fourteenth 
day of the first month at twilight is the 
LORD’s Passover. 6And on the fifteenth day 
of the same month is the Feast of Unleav- 
ened Bread to the LORD; seven days you 
must eat unleavened bread. 7¢On the first 
day you shall have a holy convocation; you 
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shall do no customary work on it. 8But you 
shall offer an offering made by fire to the 
LorRD for seven days. The seventh day shall 
be a holy convocation; you shall do no cus- 
tomary work on it.’” 


The Feast of Firstfruits 

9And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
10“Speak to the children of Israel, and say 
to them: ‘When you come into the land 
which I give to you, and reap its harvest, 
then you shall bring a sheaf of #the first- 
fruits of your harvest to the priest. He 
shall "wave the sheaf before the LORD, to 
be accepted on your behalf; on the day 
after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
12And you shall offer on that day, when 
you wave the sheaf, a male lamb of the first 
year, without blemish, as a burnt offering 
to the LorD. Its grain offering shall be 
two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil, an offering made by fire to the 
LORD, for a sweet aroma; and its drink of- 
fering shall be of wine, one-fourth of a hin. 
14You shall eat neither bread nor parched 
grain nor fresh grain until the same day 
that you have brought an offering to your 
God; it shall be a statute forever through- 
out your generations in all your dwellings. 


The Feast of Weeks 

15‘And you shall count for yourselves 
from the day after the Sabbath, from the 
day that you brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering: seven Sabbaths shall be complet- 
ed. 16Count ‘fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer ia 
new grain offering to the LORD. !7You shall 
bring from your dwellings two wave loaves 
of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of 
fine flour; they shall be baked with leaven. 
They are *the firstfruits to the LORD. 18And 
you shall offer with the bread seven lambs 
of the first year, without blemish, one 


22:31 commandments. As Christians, it is important 
to understand the relationship between grace and 
law. A focus on the law without grace leads to rule ori- 
ented life, where our actions may be decent enough, 
but our heart is hard toward God. But if the focus is 
only on grace, we may be without the guidelines nec- 
essary to keep us from just doing what is right in our 
own eyes. Certain directives are given to us because 
even when we are born again, we are not all wise. The 
best way to balance all of this is to consider the whole 
counsel of God by reading and seeking to understand 
the whole Bible. 

23:3 Six days shall work be done. Work was given 
to the human race in the garden of Eden. It is one of 
the ways humans bear the image of God, and is not a 
curse on the race. Even after the fall it remains God's 
good gift. a Sabbath of solemn rest... in all your 
dwellings. The regular seventh day of rest is for our 
refreshment, and a day of solemn, joyful worship. 
It was not to be observed only in the sanctuary, it 
was to be celebrated in every household. The writer 
of Hebrews (ch. 4) calls belief in the saving work of 


Jesus, “entering His rest,” and compares that to the 
Sabbath rest. 

23:5 fourteenth day of the first month. This month 
would fall between mid-March and mid-April. The 
Passover celebrated Israel's exodus from Egypt (Ex. 
12:1-28). 

23:6-8 Feast of Unleavened Bread. This festival 
immediately followed Passover, and later in Israel's 
history, it involved pilgrimages to the central sanctu- 
ary; first in Shiloh, and later in Jerusalem. 

23:10 sheaf of the firstfruits. This bundle of the first 
harvested barley belonged to God as a special offer- 
ing, acknowledging God's provision for the harvest. 
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young bull, and two rams. They shall be 
as a burnt offering to the LORD, with their 
grain offering and their drink offerings, an 
offering made by fire for a sweet aroma to 
the LorD. !8Then you shall sacrifice ‘one 
kid of the goats as a sin offering, and two 
male lambs of the first year as a sacrifice of 
a ™peace offering. 2°The priest shall wave 
them with the bread of the firstfruits as a 
wave offering before the LORD, with the 
two lambs. "They shall be holy to the LORD 
for the priest. 21And you shall proclaim on 
the same day that it is a holy convocation 
to you. You shall do no customary work on 
it. It shall be a statute forever in all your 
dwellings throughout your generations. 
220°When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not wholly reap the corners 
of your field when you reap, nor shall you 
gather any gleaning from your harvest. 
You shall leave them for the poor and for 
the stranger: Iam the LORD your God.’” 


The Feast of Trumpets 

23Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
24“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
‘In the seventh month, on the first day of 
the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, 
aa memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy 
convocation. 25 You shall do no customary 
work on it; and you shall offer an offering 
made by fire to the LORD.’” 


The Day of Atonement 

26 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
27r“A|so the tenth day of this seventh month 
shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be a 
holy convocation for you; you shall afflict 
your souls, and offer an offering made by 
fire to the LORD. 28And you shall do no 
work on that same day, for it is the Day 
of Atonement, sto make atonement for 
you before the LORD your God. 29For any 
person who is not tafflicted in soul on that 
same day “shall be cut off from his people. 
30And any person who does any work on 
that same day, Ythat person I will destroy 
from among his people. 3! You shall do no 
manner of work; it shall be a statute forev- 
er throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings. 32It shall be to you a sabbath 


of solemn rest, and you shall afflict your 
souls; on the ninth day of the month at eve- 
ning, from evening to evening, you shall 
celebrate your sabbath.” 


The Feast of Tabernacles 

33Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
34“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
w‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month 
shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven 
days to the LORD. *5On the first day there 
shall be a holy convocation. You shall do 
no customary work on it. 36For seven days 
you shall offer an offering made by fire 
to the LORD. YOn the eighth day you shall 
have a holy convocation, and you shall of- 
fer an offering made by fire to the LORD. It 
is a sacred assembly, and you shall do no 
customary work on it. 

37a°‘These are the feasts of the LORD 
which you shall proclaim to be holy convo- 
cations, to offer an offering made by fire to 
the LORD, a burnt offering and a grain offer- 
ing, a sacrifice and drink offerings, every- 
thing on its day— 38besides the Sabbaths 
of the LORD, besides your gifts, besides 
all your vows, and besides all your free- 
will offerings which you give to the LORD. 

39‘Also on the fifteenth day of the sev- 
enth month, when you have ¢gathered in 
the fruit of the land, you shall keep the feast 
of the LORD for seven days; on the first day 
there shall be a sabbath-rest, and on the 
eighth day a sabbath-rest. 49And ¢you shall 
take for yourselves on the first day the fruit 
of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, 
the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of 
the brook; eand you shall rejoice before the 
LORD your God for seven days. #!/You shall 
keep it as a feast to the LORD for seven days 
in the year. It shall be a statute forever in 
your generations. You shall celebrate it in 
the seventh month. 422 You shall dwell in 
booths for seven days. "All who are native 
Israelites shall dwell in booths, ‘that your 
generations may ‘know that I made the 
children of Israel dwell in booths when ’I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: lam 
the LORD your God.’” 

44So0 Moses ‘declared to the children of 
Israel the feasts of the LORD. 


23:24 In the seventh month. This holiday falls in 
mid-September. It was a reminder of God's goodness, 
which was expressed in the covenant, and asked God 
to continue to remember that covenant. 

23:26-32 Atonement—The Day of Atonement was 
a time to set aside all the thoughts and actions that 
typically fill the day and consider one’s relationship 
with God. This was to be a time of humbleness, which 
would preclude any self-righteousness or merely 
comparing oneself with others. It was a time to 
remember that even people who want to follow God 
need to have their lives realigned with Him. Christians 
regularly take time to think of these things as they 
remember the Lord’s death until He comes again, 
with the bread and the cup of communion. 


23:27 Day of Atonement. The day was not given this 
name in chapter 16, but this was the day of all days, 
when complete atonement was made for all Israel. 
23:40 boughs of leafy trees. The leafy tree is 
thought to be the myrtle. 
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Care of the Tabernacle Lamps 
2 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying: 2¢“Command the children 
of Israel that they bring to you pure oil of 
pressed olives for the light, to make the 
lamps burn continually. 3Outside the veil 
of the Testimony, in the tabernacle of meet- 
ing, Aaron shall be in charge of it from 
evening until morning before the LORD 
continually; it shall be a statute forever in 
your generations. 4He shall be in charge of 
the lamps on the pure gold lampstand be- 
fore the LORD continually. 


The Bread of the Tabernacle 

5“And you shall take fine flour and bake 
twelve ‘cakes with it. Two-tenths of an 
ephah shall be in each cake. ® You shall set 
them in two rows, six in a row, 4on the pure 
gold table before the LORD. 7And you shall 
put pure frankincense on each row, that it 
may be on the bread for a ¢memorial, an 
offering made by fire to the LORD. 8Every 
Sabbath he shall set it in order before the 
LORD continually, being taken from the 
children of Israel by an everlasting cov- 
enant. 9And Sit shall be for Aaron and his 
sons, "and they shall eat it in a holy place; 
for it is most holy to him from the offerings 
of the LORD made by fire, by a perpetual 
statute.” 


The Penalty for Blasphemy 

10Now the son of an Israelite woman, 
whose father was an Egyptian, went out 
among the children of Israel; and this Is- 
raelite woman’s son and a man of Israel 
fought each other in the camp. "And the 
Israelite woman’s son ‘blasphemed the 
name of the LORD and ‘cursed; and so 
they *brought him to Moses. (His mother’s 
name was Shelomith the daughter of Dibri, 
of the tribe of Dan.) !2Then they ‘put him in 
custody, that the mind of the LORD might 
be shown to them. 

13And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
14“Take outside the camp him who has 
cursed; then let all who heard him “lay 
their hands on his head, and let all the con- 
gregation stone him. 

15“Then you shall speak to the children 
of Israel, saying: ‘Whoever curses his God 
oshall bear his sin. 16And whoever Pblas- 
phemes the name of the LORD shall surely 
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be put to death. All the congregation shall 
certainly stone him, the stranger as well 
as him who is born in the land. When he 
blasphemes the name of the LORD, he shall 
be put to death. 

17a°Whoever kills any man shall surely 
be put to death. 18"Whoever kills an animal 
shall make it good, animal for animal. 

19‘If a man causes disfigurement of his 
neighbor, as she has done, so shall it be 
done to him— 2°fracture for ‘fracture, “eye 
for eye, tooth for tooth; as he has caused 
disfigurement of a man, so shall it be done 
to him. 21And whoever kills an animal 
shall restore it; but whoever kills a man 
shall be put to death. 22 You shall have vthe 
same law for the stranger and for one from 
your own country; for Iam the LORD your 
God.’” 

23Then Moses spoke to the children of 
Israel; and they took outside the camp 
him who had cursed, and stoned him with 
stones. So the children of Israel did as the 
LORD commanded Moses. 


The Sabbath of the Seventh Year 
25 And the LORD spoke to Moses on 

Mount ¢Sinai, saying, 2“Speak to the 
children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When 
you come into the land which I give you, 
then the land shall keep a sabbath to 
the LORD. 3Six years you shall sow your 
field, and six years you shall prune your 
vineyard, and gather its fruit; 4but in the 
¢seventh year there shall be a sabbath of 
solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the 
LORD. You shall neither sow your field nor 
prune your vineyard. 5¢What grows of 
its own accord of your harvest you shall 
not reap, nor gather the grapes of your 
untended vine, for it is a year of rest for 
the land. 6And the sabbath produce of the 
land shall be food for you: for you, your 
male and female servants, your hired man, 
and the stranger who dwells with you, 7for 
your livestock and the beasts that are in 
your land—all its produce shall be for 
food. 


The Year of Jubilee 

8‘And you shall count seven sabbaths 
of years for yourself, seven times seven 
years; and the time of the seven sabbaths 
of years shall be to you forty-nine years. 


24:19-20 eye for eye. This law is also found in Exo- 
dus 21:23-25. Its purpose is not to require the injured 
party to inflict equal bodily harm on the one who had 
injured him, but to restrict him from inflicting greater 
harm than he received. 

24:22 the same law. These laws are repeated here in 
order to answer the question of whether these laws 
apply to non-lsraelites. The answer is yes, they also 
apply to the stranger in the land. 

25:5 shall not reap. Reaping and gathering for stor- 
age and selling were not permitted. However, har- 
vesting for daily needs was allowed. 
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9Then you shall cause the trumpet of the 
Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the 
seventh month; fon the Day of Atonement 
you shall make the trumpet to sound 
throughout all your land. !9And you shall 
consecrate the fiftieth year, and ¢proclaim 
liberty throughout all the land to all its in- 
habitants. It shall be a Jubilee for you; and 
each of you shall return to his possession, 
hand each of you shall return to his fami- 
ly. That fiftieth year shall be a Jubilee to 
you; in it ‘you shall neither sow nor reap 
what grows of its own accord, nor gather 
the grapes of your untended vine. !2For it 
is the Jubilee; it shall be holy to you; ‘you 
shall eat its produce from the field. 

13k‘Tn this Year of Jubilee, each of you 
shall return to his possession. And if 
you sell anything to your neighbor or buy 
from your neighbor’s hand, you shall not 
loppress one another. "According to the 
number of years after the Jubilee you shall 
buy from your neighbor, and according to 
the number of years of crops he shall sell 
to you. !6According to the multitude of 
years you shall increase its price, and ac- 
cording to the fewer number of years you 
shall diminish its price; for he sells to you 
according to the number of the years of the 
crops. !7Therefore "you shall not oppress 
one another, °but you shall fear your God; 
for lam the LORD your God. 


Provisions for the Seventh Year 
18p‘So you shall observe My statutes and 
keep My judgments, and perform them; 
qand you will dwell in the land in safety. 
19Then the land will yield its fruit, and ‘you 
will eat your fill, and dwell there in safety. 
20‘And if you say, s“What shall we eat 
in the seventh year, since ‘we shall not 
sow nor gather in our produce?” 21Then I 
will command My blessing on you in the 
vsixth year, and it will bring forth produce 
enough for three years. 22~And you shall 
sow in the eighth year, and eat xold pro- 
duce until the ninth year; until its produce 
comes in, you shall eat of the old harvest. 


Redemption of Property 

23‘The land shall not be sold permanent- 
ly, for Ythe land is Mine; for you are zstrang- 
ers and sojourners with Me. 24And in all 
the land of your possession you shall grant 
redemption of the land. 

25a‘Tf one of your brethren becomes poor, 
and has sold some of his possession, and if 
bhis redeeming relative comes to redeem 
it, then he may redeem what his brother 
sold. 26Or if the man has no one to redeem 
it, but he himself becomes able to redeem 
it, 27then ‘let him count the years since its 
sale, and restore the remainder to the man 
to whom he sold it, that he may return to 
his possession. 28But if he is not able to 
have it restored to himself, then what was 
sold shall remain in the hand of him who 
bought it until the Year of Jubilee; ¢and in 
the Jubilee it shall be released, and he shall 
return to his possession. 

29‘Tf a man sells a house in a walled city, 
then he may redeem it within a whole year 
after it is sold; within a full year he may re- 
deem it. 3°But if it is not redeemed within 
the space of a full year, then the house in 
the walled city shall belong permanently to 
him who bought it, throughout his genera- 
tions. It shall not be released in the Jubilee. 
31However the houses of villages which 
have no wall around them shall be count- 
ed as the fields of the country. They may 
be redeemed, and they shall be released 
in the Jubilee. 32Nevertheless ethe cities of 
the Levites, and the houses in the cities of 
their possession, the Levites may redeem 
at any time. 33And if a man purchases a 
house from the Levites, then the house that 
was sold in the city of his possession shall 
be released in the Jubilee; for the houses in 
the cities of the Levites are their possession 
among the children of Israel. 34But ‘the field 
of the common-land of their cities may not 
be £sold, for it is their perpetual possession. 


Lending to the Poor 
35‘Tf one of your brethren becomes poor, 
and falls into poverty among you, then 


25:10 return. This word could also be translated 
“liberty.” It meant specifically that all debts were 
canceled, all Israelites who had sold themselves into 
slavery were freed, and all the land reverted to its 
original owners, from the time the land was divided 
by Joshua. The same phrase occurs in Isaiah 61:1, the 
passage Jesus read in the synagogue in Nazareth at 
the beginning of His earthly ministry. Jesus declares 
liberty to all who have lost their inheritance and 
become slaves to sin. 

25:11 Jubilee. The fiftieth, or jubilee year, followed 
a Sabbath year of rest, so this meant that there were 
two years of rest in a row for the land. 

25:17 fear your God. Fear of God includes respect of 
man, who is God's highest creation. A deep respect 
of the life of man, who is created in God's image and 
likeness, is stressed in Scriptures. This text prohibits 
taking advantage of or oppressing others, and for the 


Christian there is the added reminder that we are not 
to injure those “for whose sake Christ died” (1 Cor. 
8:11). 

25:23 sojourners with Me. The principle governing 
all of these laws was that the land did not belong to 
srael; it belonged to God. 
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you shall “help him, like a stranger or a so- 
journer, that he may live with you. 36’Take 
no usury or interest from him; but ‘fear 
your God, that your brother may live with 
you. 37You shall not lend him your money 
for usury, nor lend him your food at a prof- 
it. 38k] am the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, to give you the 
land of Canaan and to be your God. 


The Law Concerning Slavery 

39‘A nd if one of your brethren who dwells 
by you becomes poor, and sells himself to 
you, you shall not compel him to serve as a 
slave. 40As a hired servant and a sojourner 
he shall be with you, and shall serve you 
until the Year of Jubilee. 44And then he 
shall depart from you—he and his children 
lwith him—and shall return to his own 
family. He shall return to the possession of 
his fathers. 42For they are ™My servants, 
whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; 
they shall not be sold as slaves. 43” You shall 
not rule over him with rigor, but you Pshall 
fear your God. 44And as for your male and 
female slaves whom you may have—from 
the nations that are around you, from 
them you may buy male and female slaves. 
45Moreover you may buy ¢the children of 
the strangers who dwell among you, and 
their families who are with you, which 
they beget in your land; and they shall be- 
come your property. 4®And "you may take 
them as an inheritance for your children 
after you, to inherit them as a possession; 
they shall be your permanent slaves. But 
regarding your brethren, the children of 
Israel, you shall not rule over one another 
with rigor. 

47‘Now if a sojourner or stranger close to 
you becomes rich, and one of your breth- 
ren who dwells by him becomes poor, and 
sells himself to the stranger or sojourner 
close to you, or to a member of the strang- 
er’s family, 48after he is sold he may be 
redeemed again. One of his brothers may 
redeem him; “%or his uncle or his uncle’s 
son may redeem him; or anyone who is 
near of kin to him in his family may re- 
deem him; or if he is able he may redeem 
himself. 5°Thus he shall reckon with him 
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who bought him: The price of his release 
shall be according to the number of years, 
from the year that he was sold to him until 
the Year of Jubilee; it shall be saccording 
to the time of a hired servant for him. *!If 
there are still many years remaining, ac- 
cording to them he shall repay the price of 
his redemption from the money with which 
he was bought. 52And if there remain but a 
few years until the Year of Jubilee, then he 
shall reckon with him, and according to his 
years he shall repay him the price of his re- 
demption. 53He shall be with him as a year- 
ly hired servant, and he shall not rule with 
rigor over him in your sight. 54And if he is 
not redeemed in these years, then he shall 
be released in the Year of Jubilee—he and 
his children with him. *5For the children 
of Israel are servants to Me; they are My 
servants whom I brought out of the land of 
Egypt: Iam the LORD your God. 


Promise of Blessing and 


Retribution 
26 “You shall “not make idols for your- 
selves; 
neither a carved image nor a sacred 
pillar shall you rear up for your- 
selves; 
nor shall you set up an engraved stone 
in your land, to bow down to it; 
for lam the LORD your God. 
>You shall keep My Sabbaths and rever- 
ence My sanctuary: 
Iam the LorD. 


3 c‘If you walk in My statutes and keep 
My commandments, and perform 
them, 

athen I will give you rain in its season, 
ethe land shall yield its produce, and 
the trees of the field shall yield their 
fruit. 

fYour threshing shall last till the time of 
vintage, and the vintage shall last till 
the time of sowing; 

you shall eat your bread to the full, and 
dwell in your land safely. 

6 h] will give peace in the land, and ‘you 

shall lie down, and none will make 
you afraid; 


i 


> 


a 


25:44-46 permanent slaves. The fact that God made 
laws to govern the current practices of slavery does not 
mean that He approved of slavery. He made laws about 
divorce, too, but He also said that He hates divorce. 
26:1 engraved stone. A sacred pillar was a stone 
or wooden column erected to represent a pagan 
god or goddess. It was not a likeness, but a symbol. 
Together, the four terms used in this verse cover all 
the possibilities for pagan images. 

26:4-5 rain in its season... threshing... time of 
vintage ... sowing. Not only will God provide the 
rain when needed, He would provide abundant 
harvests. The grain harvest was finished by early to 
mid-June, and the grape harvest began about two 
months later. Having two months to thresh the grain 


indicated a large harvest. Likewise sowing could not 
occur until after the first rains softened the ground, 
usually in mid-October. A two-month grape harvest 
would be a bumper crop. This is the first of the three 
blessings from God. 

26:6-10 peace in the land. Neither animal nor 
human adversaries would be successful against 
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I will rid the land of /evil beasts, 
and the sword will not go through 
your land. 

7 You will chase your enemies, and they 
shall fall by the sword before you. 

8 IFive of you shall chase a hundred, and 
a hundred of you shall put ten thou- 
sand to flight; 

your enemies shall fall by the sword 
before you. 


9 ‘For I will ™look on you favorably 
and "make you fruitful, multiply 
you and confirm My °covenant with 
you. 

You shall eat the old harvest, and clear 
out the old because of the new. 

a] will set My tabernacle among you, and 
My soul shall not abhor you. 

rT will walk among you and be your God, 
and you shall be My people. 

13, | am the LoRD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, that you 
should not be their slaves; 

I have broken the bands of your ‘yoke 
and made you walk upright. 
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14 ‘But if you do not obey Me, and do not 

observe all these commandments, 

15 and if you despise My statutes, or if 
your soul abhors My judgments, so 
that you do not perform all My com- 
mandments, but break My covenant, 

I also will do this to you: 

I will even appoint terror over you, 
twasting disease and fever which 
shall “consume the eyes and vcause 
sorrow of heart. 
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And “you shall sow your seed in vain, 
for your enemies shall eat it. 

I will set *My face against you, and 
yyou shall be defeated by your ene- 
mies. 

zThose who hate you shall reign over 
you, and you shall “flee when no one 
pursues you. 


18 ‘And after all this, if you do not obey 
Me, then I will punish you seven 
times more for your sins. 

19 J will ‘break the pride of your power; 

I 4will make your heavens like iron and 
your earth like bronze. 

20. And your éstrength shall be spent in 
vain; 

for your fland shall not yield its pro- 
duce, nor shall the trees of the land 
yield their fruit. 


‘Then, if you walk contrary to Me, 
and are not willing to obey Me, I 
will bring on you seven times more 
plagues, according to your sins. 

8] will also send wild beasts among you, 
which shall rob you of your children, 
destroy your livestock, and make 
you few in number; 

and hyour highways shall be desolate. 


‘And if ‘by these things you are not re- 
formed by Me, but walk contrary to 
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Me, 

24 ithen I also will walk contrary to you, 
and I will punish you yet seven times 
for your sins. 

25° And ®I will bring a sword against you 
that will execute the vengeance of 
the covenant; 


Israel. This is the second of the three blessings from 
God. 

26:11-13 | will walk among you. The third blessing 
was the promise of His presence within Israel, actively 
walking among them and looking out for their wel- 
fare. 

26:12-13 be your God. The image in these verses 
is a dramatic one, reminding the Israelites that God 
would be their intimate associate continually. He 
would walk with them, support them in times of dif- 
ficulty and danger, and abundantly provide for both 
their physical and spiritual needs. To be God's people 
meant that the Israelites had to obey God's laws scru- 
pulously, to be holy as God is holy, and to be a witness 
of God among the pagan nations. 

26:14-15 not observe all these commandments. 
As with the blessings, the curses are presented in an 
“if-then” format. 

26:16-17 terror... wasting disease and fever. 
Fear, illness, poor harvest, and enemies in the land 
would be God's first attempts to draw Israel back to 
Himself. 

26:18-20 heavens like iron. The second series of 
curses were characterized as “seven times more.” 
Rain was essential to the whole nation, both the fall 
and spring rains. 

26:19 pride of your power. The pride of power will 
often cause a person or nation to trust in its own 
strength and accomplishments rather than to sub- 
mit to God and give Him the honor and glory. The 


punishment for this pride was drought—skies like 
iron, with not even a hint of rain. This can be true 
on a personal level as well as a national level if one 
forgets that it is God who has given the position of 
significance. Then the iron heavens make it seem as if 
prayers are not heard, and the parched spirit cries out 
for God's touch again. 

26:21-22 seven times more plagues. The third 
series of curses are again increased “seven times,” so 
that the land is plagued with wild beasts that attack 
both their children and their domestic animals. 
26:23-26 a sword... pestilence... hand of the 
enemy... eat and not be satisfied. The fourth 
series of curses are also increased “seven times.” 
When enemies invaded the land, the people living in 
unwalled villages fled to walled cities, and if the city 
was besieged, the overcrowding created prime con- 
ditions for epidemics and famine. 
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when you are gathered together with- 
in your cities 'I will send pestilence 
among you; 
and you shall be delivered into the hand 
of the enemy. 
26mWhen I have cut off your supply of 
bread, ten women shall bake your 
bread in one oven, and they shall 
bring back your bread by weight, 
nand you shall eat and not be satisfied. 


‘And after all this, if you do not obey 
Me, but walk contrary to Me, 

then I also will walk contrary to you in 
fury; 

and I, even I, will chastise you seven 
times for your sins. 

oYou shall eat the flesh of your sons, and 
you shall eat the flesh of your daugh- 
ters. 

P] will destroy your high places, cut 
down your incense altars, and cast 
your carcasses on the lifeless forms 
of your idols; 

and My soul shall abhor you. 

I will lay your ¢cities waste and "bring 
your sanctuaries to desolation, and I 
will not ssmell the fragrance of your 
sweet aromas. 

‘T will bring the land to desolation, and 
your enemies who dwell in it shall be 
astonished at it. 

uJ will scatter you among the nations 
and draw out a sword after you; 

your land shall be desolate and your 
cities waste. 

vThen the land shall enjoy its sabbaths 
as long as it lies desolate and you are 
in your enemies’ land; 

then the land shall rest and enjoy its 
sabbaths. 

As long as it lies desolate it shall rest— 

for the time it did not rest on your “sab- 
baths when you dwelt in it. 
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‘And as for those of you who are left, I 
will send faintness into their hearts 
in the lands of their enemies; 


Leviticus 26:45 ™@ 139 

the sound of a shaken leaf shall cause 

them to flee; 

they shall flee as though fleeing from 

a sword, and they shall fall when no 
one pursues. 

yThey shall stumble over one another, as 

it were before a sword, when no one 
pursues; 

and Zyou shall have no power to stand 
before your enemies. 

38 You shall «perish among the nations, 
and the land of your enemies shall 
eat you up. 

39 And those of you who are left "shall 
waste away in their iniquity in your 
enemies’ lands; 

also in their ‘fathers’ iniquities, which 
are with them, they shall waste away. 
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40 ‘But 4if they confess their iniquity and 
the iniquity of their fathers, with 
their unfaithfulness in which they 
were unfaithful to Me, and that they 
also have walked contrary to Me, 

1 and that I also have walked contrary to 
them and have brought them into the 
land of their enemies; 

if their euncircumcised hearts are fhum- 
bled, and they gaccept their guilt— 

42 then I will "remember My covenant 
with Jacob, and My covenant with 
Isaac and My covenant with Abra- 
ham I will remember; 

I will ‘remember the land. 

3 iThe land also shall be left empty by 
them, and will enjoy its sabbaths 
while it lies desolate without them; 

they will accept their guilt, because they 
kdespised My judgments and because 
their soul abhorred My statutes. 

44 Yet for all that, when they are in the 
land of their enemies, !I will not cast 
them away, nor shallI abhor them, to 
utterly destroy them and break My 
covenant with them; 

for Iam the LorRD their God. 

45 But ™for their sake I will remember the 

covenant of their ancestors, "whom I 
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26:29 eat the flesh of your sons... daughters. The 
fifth and final curse, “seven times for your sins,” was 
cannibalism. This actually happened centuries later 
during a siege of Samaria, and later still in Jerusalem 
(2 Kin. 6:28-29; Lam. 2:20; 4:10). 

26:30 high places .. . idols. The high places and 
images or incense altars were dedicated to the wor- 
ship of pagan gods. 

26:33 scatter. This threat was fulfilled in the Bab- 
ylonian exile of 587-536 B.c. 

26:36-37 faintness into their hearts. Survivors 
would not enjoy relief or peace of mind after escap- 
ing the disasters. They would still be timid, even 
when no one pursued them. 

26:38-39 perish among the nations. Having been 
exiled to foreign lands, the people were not to think 
they were beyond God's punitive reach. 

26:42 My covenant. God's covenant with the patri- 
archs took precedence over the covenant at Sinai 


(Gal. 3:15—18). Even when Israel violated the Sinai cov- 
enant, God honored the patriarchal covenant. 
26:44-45 | will not cast them away ... remember 
the covenant. Ultimately, God’s character is grace, 
mercy, love and redemption. On that basis, God 
would remember the covenant and redeem them 
because He is God. 
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140 @® Leviticus 26:46 
brought out of the land of Egypt °in 
the sight of the nations, that I might 
be their God: 

Iam the LorD.’” 


46pThese are the statutes and judgments 
and laws which the LORD made between 
Himself and the children of Israel gon 
Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses. 


Redeeming Persons and Property 


Dedicated to God 
y) Now the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: «When a man consecrates 
by a vow certain persons to the LORD, ac- 
cording to your valuation, 3if your valua- 
tion is of a male from twenty years old up 
to sixty years old, then your valuation shall 
be fifty shekels of silver, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary. 4If it is a female, 
then your valuation shall be thirty shekels; 
5and if from five years old up to twenty 
years old, then your valuation for a male 
shall be twenty shekels, and for a female 
ten shekels; 6and if from a month old up 
to five years old, then your valuation for 
a male shall be five shekels of silver, and 
for a female your valuation shall be three 
shekels of silver; 7and if from sixty years 
old and above, if it is a male, then your 
valuation shall be fifteen shekels, and for 
a female ten shekels. 
8But if he is too poor to pay your valu- 
ation, then he shall present himself before 
the priest, and the priest shall set a value 
for chim; according to the ability of him 
who vowed, the priest shall value him. 
9‘Tf it is an animal that men may bring 
as an offering to the LORD, all that anyone 
gives to the LORD shall be holy. !9He shall 
not substitute it or exchange it, good for bad 
or bad for good; and if he at all exchanges 
animal for animal, then both it and the one 
exchanged for it shall be ¢holy. "If it is an 
unclean animal which they do not offer as 
a sacrifice to the LORD, then he shall pre- 
sent the animal before the priest; !2and the 
priest shall set a value for it, whether it is 
good or bad; as you, the priest, value it, so 


it shall be. 8eBut if he wants at all to re- 
deem it, then he must add one-fifth to your 
valuation. 

14‘And when a man dedicates his house 
to be holy to the LORD, then the priest shall 
set a value for it, whether it is good or bad; 
as the priest values it, so it shall stand. If 
he who dedicated it wants to redeem his 
house, then he must add one-fifth of the 
money of your valuation to it, and it shall 
be his. 

16‘Tf a man dedicates to the LORD part of 
a field of his possession, then your valua- 
tion shall be according to the seed for it. A 
homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty 
shekels of silver. 17If he dedicates his field 
from the Year of Jubilee, according to your 
valuation it shall stand. !8But if he dedicates 
his field after the Jubilee, then the priest 
shall freckon to him the money due accord- 
ing to the years that remain till the Year of 
Jubilee, and it shall be deducted from your 
valuation. 19And if he who dedicates the 
field ever wishes to redeem it, then he must 
add one-fifth of the money of your valua- 
tion to it, and it shall belong to him. 2But if 
he does not want to redeem the field, or if 
he has sold the field to another man, it shall 
not be redeemed anymore; 2!but the field, 
when it is released in the Jubilee, shall be 
holy to the LorRD, as a "devoted field; it shall 
be ‘the possession of the priest. 

22‘And if a man dedicates to the LORD a 
field which he has bought, which is not the 
field of ‘his possession, 23then the priest 
shall reckon to him the worth of your valu- 
ation, up to the Year of Jubilee, and he shall 
give your valuation on that day as a holy 
offering to the LorD. 24kIn the Year of Jubi- 
lee the field shall return to him from whom 
it was bought, to the one who owned the 
land as a possession. 25And all your valua- 
tions shall be according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary: ‘twenty gerahs to the shekel. 

26‘But the “firstborn of the animals, 
which should be the LorD’s firstborn, no 
man shall dedicate; whether it is an ox or 
sheep, it is the LORD’s. 27And if it is an un- 
clean animal, then he shall redeem it ac- 
cording to your valuation, and "shall add 


27:2-8 by a vow... shall value. While people could 
dedicate themselves or their children to the Lord 
(1 Sam. 1:11,22) only the Levites were allowed to serve 
God as priests. Therefore, those others vowed in ser- 
vice to the Lord had to be redeemed, and the value of 
his service was given to the sanctuary. 

27:8 too poor. Fifty shekels might have represented 
about four years’ earnings. If a person was too poor 
to pay this price, the priest set a price that the person 
could pay. 

27:14-24 dedicates. Consecrating or dedicating 
property to the Lord, and then buying it back with 
cash if one wants to use it for oneself is a curious idea 
to modern people. We tend to consider dedication 
of something to God as using it in a way that pleases 
Him, and the line between “God's” and “mine” 


may be very fuzzy. We are familiar with offering 
praises or tithes to God as worship, but think of the 
way we handle property as “good” or “poor” stew- 
ardship. A passage like this reminds us that we are 
not to be casual in worship. Are we offering it to God 
or not? Is it His, or do we want it back at no cost to 
ourselves? 

27:16 homer of barley. A homer was a donkey load. 
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one-fifth to it; or if it is not redeemed, then 
it shall be sold according to your valuation. 

280‘Nevertheless no devoted offering that 
aman may devote to the LORD of all that 
he has, both man and beast, or the field of 
his possession, shall be sold or redeemed; 
every devoted offering is most holy to the 
LORD. 29PNo person under the ban, who 
may become doomed to destruction among 
men, shall be redeemed, but shall surely be 
put to death. 39And all the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s. It is holy to 
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the LORD. 3!’If a man wants at all to redeem 
any of his tithes, he shall add one-fifth to 
it. 32And concerning the tithe of the herd 
or the flock, of whatever spasses under the 
rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. 
33He shall not inquire whether it is good or 
bad, ‘nor shall he exchange it; and if he ex- 
changes it at all, then both it and the one 
exchanged for it shall be holy; it shall not 
be redeemed.’” 

34uThese are the commandments which 
the LORD commanded Moses for the chil- 
dren of Israel on Mount vSinai. 


27:28 devoted offering. Devoting a possession was 
a stronger act than dedication. Nothing devoted 
could be redeemed; persons devoted (under the ban) 
were to be put to death. No private citizen would 
have had the power to put himself or anyone else 
“under the ban.” 

27:31 redeem any of his tithes. For a person living a 
distance from the sanctuary, it may have been more 
practical to redeem the tithe than to bring the crops 
to the sanctuary. 

27:32 under the rod. Sheep and goats were inspected 


when they passed under the rod that the shepherd 
placed across the entrance to the fold. This was a time 
to determine if the animals were under any distress 
rom disease or injury, and was also the time that some 
of them were set aside for the Lord. 
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THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 


NUMBERS 


> AUTHOR: The Jews, Samaritans, and the early church testify to Moses’ author- 
ship. Several New Testament passages attribute events cited from Numbers to Mo- 
ses (John 3:14; Acts 7; 13; 1 Cor. 10:1-11; Heb. 3-4), and there are more than eighty 
claims within Numbers that state that the Lord spoke to Moses (1:1). Numbers 33:2 
says that Moses recorded their journeys at the Lord’s command. As an eyewitness 
who kept detailed records, and the central character of the events in the book, no 
one was better qualified to write this book than Moses. 

> TIME: c. 1444-1405 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Num. 14:22-23 

> THEME: At Sinai, this newly resurrected nation of Israel receives its laws, its sys- 
tem of sacrifices, and its national charter. The people then should be ready to take 
the next step into the Promised Land, but they aren't. Numbers largely has Israel 
in a holding pattern. While the book records further steps taken in organizing the 
nation, its central narrative is that of the refusal of the people to go into Canaan. But 
God still doesn’t give up on His people. He continues to discipline them in an effort 
to have a new generation ready to fulfill His plan. In this context Numbers points to 


God's sovereignty, His patience, and His desire to bless His people. 


The First Census of Israel 

Now the LorD spoke to Moses 4in the 

Wilderness of Sinai, bin the tabernacle 
of meeting, on the first day of the second 
month, in the second year after they had 
come out of the land of Egypt, saying: 
2d“Take a census of all the congregation 
of the children of Israel, by their families, 
by their fathers’ houses, according to the 
number of names, every male ¢individually, 
3from ftwenty years old and above—all who 
are able to goto war in Israel. You and Aar- 
on shall number them by their armies. 4And 
with you there shall be a man from every 
tribe, each one the head of his father’s house. 

5“These are the names of the men who 
shall stand with you: from Reuben, Elizur 
the son of Shedeur; 6from Simeon, Shelu- 
miel the son of Zurishaddai; 7from Judah, 
Nahshon the son of Amminadab; 8from 
Issachar, Nethanel the son of Zuar; *from 
Zebulun, Eliab the son of Helon; !°from 
the sons of Joseph: from Ephraim, Elish- 
ama the son of Ammihud; from Manasseh, 
Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur; !!from Ben- 
jamin, Abidan the son of Gideoni; !2from 
Dan, Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai; 
13from Asher, Pagiel the son of Ocran; 


M4from Gad, Eliasaph the son of ¢Deuel;* 
from Naphtali, Ahira the son of Enan.” 
16hThese were ichosen from the congrega- 
tion, leaders of their fathers’ tribes, iheads 
of the divisions in Israel. 

17Then Moses and Aaron took these men 
who had been mentioned *by name, !8and 
they assembled all the congregation to- 
gether on the first day of the second month; 
and they recited their ‘ancestry by families, 
by their fathers’ houses, according to the 
number of names, from twenty years old 
and above, each one individually. 18As the 
LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered 
them in the Wilderness of Sinai. 

20Now the “children of Reuben, Israel’s 
oldest son, their genealogies by their fam- 
ilies, by their fathers’ house, according to 
the number of names, every male individ- 
ually, from twenty years old and above, all 
who were able to go to war: 2Ithose who 
were numbered of the tribe of Reuben were 
forty-six thousand five hundred. 

22From the "children of Simeon, 
their genealogies by their families, by 
their fathers’ house, of those who were 


* 1:14 Spelled Reuel in 2:14 


1:1 Wilderness of Sinai. The setting of the Book of 
Numbers is the wilderness. Not only did the Israel- 
ites live in the wilderness, but they as a nation were 
traveling through a time of spiritual emptiness. 
They were starting all over in their relationship with 
God after a time of slavery. The empty wilderness 
kept them dependent, and kept them from being 
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numbered, according to the number of 
names, every male individually, from 
twenty years old and above, all who 
were able to go to war: 23those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Simeon 
were fifty-nine thousand three hundred. 
24From the °children of Gad, their gene- 
alogies by their families, by their fathers’ 
house, according to the number of names, 
from twenty years old and above, all who 
were able to go to war: 25those who were 
numbered of the tribe of Gad were forty- 
five thousand six hundred and fifty. 
26From the children of Judah, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 27those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Judah were 
aseventy-four thousand six hundred. 
28From the ‘children of Issachar, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 25those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Issachar 
were fifty-four thousand four hundred. 
30From the schildren of Zebulun, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 3!those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Zebulun 
were fifty-seven thousand four hundred. 
32From the sons of Joseph, the ‘children 
of Ephraim, their genealogies by their fam- 
ilies, by their fathers’ house, according to 
the number of names, from twenty years 
old and above, all who were able to go to 
war: 33those who were numbered of the 
tribe of Ephraim were forty thousand five 
hundred. 
34From the “children of Manasseh, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 5those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Manasseh 
were thirty-two thousand two hundred. 
36From the vchildren of Benjamin, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 37those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Benjamin 
were thirty-five thousand four hundred. 
38From the “children of Dan, their 
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genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 39those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Dan were 
sixty-two thousand seven hundred. 

40From the xchildren of Asher, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: 4!those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Asher were 
forty-one thousand five hundred. 

42From the children of Naphtali, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fa- 
thers’ house, according to the number of 
names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war: those who 
were numbered of the tribe of Naphtali 
were fifty-three thousand four hundred. 

44vThese are the ones who were num- 
bered, whom Moses and Aaron numbered, 
with the leaders of Israel, twelve men, each 
one representing his father’s house. 45So 
all who were numbered of the children of 
Israel, by their fathers’ houses, from twen- 
ty years old and above, all who were able 
to go to war in Israel—46all who were num- 
bered were Zsix hundred and three thou- 
sand five hundred and fifty. 

47But *the Levites were not numbered 
among them by their fathers’ tribe; 48for 
the LORD had spoken to Moses, saying: 
49b“Only the tribe of Levi you shall not 
number, nor take a census of them among 
the children of Israel; 5°¢but you shall ap- 
point the Levites over the tabernacle of the 
Testimony, over all its furnishings, and 
over all things that belong to it; they shall 
carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings; 
they shall attend to it 4and camp around the 
tabernacle. 5!eAnd when the tabernacle is to 
go forward, the Levites shall take it down; 
and when the tabernacle is to be set up, the 
Levites shall set it ‘up. ?The outsider who 
comes near shall be put to death. 52The chil- 
dren of Israel shall pitch their tents, every- 
one by his own camp, "everyone by his own 
standard, according to their armies; 53‘but 
the Levites shall camp around the taberna- 
cle of the Testimony, that there may be no 
jwrath on the congregation of the children 
of Israel; and the Levites shall *keep charge 
of the tabernacle of the Testimony.” 

54Thus the children of Israel did; accord- 
ing to all that the LORD commanded Moses, 
so they did. 


distracted with the normal affairs of caring for land 
and animals. 

1:44-46 all who were numbered. The number of 
able-bodied men who were at least twenty years old 
would indicate a population of between two and five 
million, including the women, children, and older or 
infirm men who were not counted in this census. 
1:50 the tabernacle. The term tabernacle points to 
the temporary and portable nature of the tent. 
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The Tribes and Leaders by Armies 

And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aar- 

on, saying: 2¢“Everyone of the children 
of Israel shall camp by his own standard, 
beside the emblems of his father’s house; 
they shall camp »some distance from the 
tabernacle of meeting. 3On the east side, 
toward the rising of the sun, those of the 
standard of the forces with Judah shall 
camp according to their armies; and 
dNahshon the son of Amminadab shall be 
the leader of the children of Judah.” 4And 
his army was numbered at seventy-four 
thousand six hundred. 

5“Those who camp next to him shall be 
the tribe of Issachar, and Nethanel the son 
of Zuar shall be the leader of the children 
of Issachar.” And his army was numbered 
at fifty-four thousand four hundred. 

7“Then comes the tribe of Zebulun, and 
Eliab the son of Helon shall be the leader 
of the children of Zebulun.” 8And his army 
was numbered at fifty-seven thousand 
four hundred. 9“All who were numbered 
according to their armies of the forces 
with Judah, one hundred and eighty-six 
thousand four hundred—¢ethese shall 
break camp first. 

10“On the fsouth side shall be the stan- 
dard of the forces with Reuben according 
to their armies, and the leader of the chil- 
dren of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of 
Shedeur.” "And his army was numbered 
at forty-six thousand five hundred. 

12“Those who camp next to him shall be 
the tribe of Simeon, and the leader of the 
children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the 
son of Zurishaddai.” And his army was 
numbered at fifty-nine thousand three 
hundred. 

14“Then comes the tribe of Gad, and 
the leader of the children of Gad shall be 
Eliasaph the son of Reuel.”* 5 And his army 
was numbered at forty-five thousand six 
hundred and fifty. 16“All who were num- 
bered according to their armies of the forc- 
es with Reuben, one hundred and fifty-one 
thousand four hundred and fifty—sthey 
shall be the second to break camp. 

17h“And the tabernacle of meeting shall 
move out with the camp of the Levites ‘in 
the middle of the camps; as they camp, so 
they shall move out, everyone in his place, 
by their standards. 


18“On the west side shall be the standard 
of the forces with Ephraim according to 
their armies, and the leader of the children 
of Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of 
Ammihud.” !8And his army was numbered 
at forty thousand five hundred. 

20“Next to him comes the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, and the leader of the children of 
Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pe- 
dahzur.” 21And his army was numbered at 
thirty-two thousand two hundred. 

22“Then comes the tribe of Benjamin, 
and the leader of the children of Benjamin 
shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni.” 23And 
his army was numbered at thirty-five 
thousand four hundred. 24“All who were 
numbered according to their armies of 
the forces with Ephraim, one hundred and 
eight thousand one hundred—'they shall 
be the third to break camp. 

25“The standard of the forces with Dan 
shall be on the north side according to 
their armies, and the leader of the children 
of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammi- 
shaddai.” 26And his army was numbered at 
sixty-two thousand seven hundred. 

27“Those who camp next to him shall 
be the tribe of Asher, and the leader of the 
children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of 
Ocran.” 28And his army was numbered at 
forty-one thousand five hundred. 

29“Then comes the tribe of Naphtali, and 
the leader of the children of Naphtali shall 
be Ahira the son of Enan.” 29And his army 
was numbered at fifty-three thousand four 
hundred. 31“All who were numbered of the 
forces with Dan, one hundred and fifty- 
seven thousand six hundred—*they shall 
break camp last, with their standards.” 

32These are the ones who were num- 
bered of the children of Israel by their 
fathers’ houses. !All who were numbered 
according to their armies of the forces were 
six hundred and three thousand five hun- 
dred and fifty. 33But ™the Levites were not 
numbered among the children of Israel, 
just as the LORD commanded Moses. 

34Thus the children of Israel "did accord- 
ing to all that the LORD commanded Moses; 
oso they camped by their standards and so 
they broke camp, each one by his family, 
according to their fathers’ houses. 


* 2:14 Spelled Deuel in 1:14 and 7:42 


2:1-2 by his own standard. A person's identity was 
not only derived from his or her tribe, but also from 
his or her place in relation to the tabernacle. This is a 
chapter on design and order; it speaks to the impor- 
tance of knowing one’s duties in relation to the holy 
and living God. 

2:3-9 On the east side, toward the rising of the 
sun. The east side was the favored side, facing the ris- 
ing sun. The Israelites were not a seafaring people; in 
effect they turned their backs to the sea, so the word 
for “back” could mean “west” or “the sea.” 

2:17 tabernacle... the Levites in the middle. |n the 


line of march the tabernacle was in a central posi- 
tion—a symbol not only of Israel’s protection of the 
holy objects, but also of the presence of God among 
His people. 
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The Sons of Aaron 

Now these are the “records of Aaron 

and Moses when the LORD spoke with 
Moses on Mount Sinai. 2And these are 
the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab, 
the firstborn, and ¢Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar. ?These are the names of the sons 
of Aaron, ¢the anointed priests, whom he 
consecrated to minister as priests. 4¢Nadab 
and Abihu had died before the LORD when 
they offered profane fire before the LORD 
in the Wilderness of Sinai; and they had 
no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar min- 
istered as priests in the presence of Aaron 
their father. 


The Levites Serve in the Tabernacle 

5And the LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 
6f“Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present 
them before Aaron the priest, that they 
may serve him. 7And they shall attend to 
his needs and the needs of the whole con- 
gregation before the tabernacle of meeting, 
to do “the work of the tabernacle. 8Also 
they shall attend to all the furnishings of 
the tabernacle of meeting, and to the needs 
of the children of Israel, to do the work of 
the tabernacle. And "you shall give the Le- 
vites to Aaron and his sons; they are given 
entirely to him* from among the children 
of Israel. !9So you shall appoint Aaron and 
his sons, ‘and they shall attend to their 
priesthood; /but the outsider who comes 
near shall be put to death.” 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
12“Now behold, &I Myself have taken the 
Levites from among the children of Israel 
instead of every firstborn who opens the 
womb among the children of Israel. There- 
fore the Levites shall be ‘Mine, !83because 
mall the firstborn are Mine. "On the day 
that I struck all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the first- 
born in Israel, both man and beast. They 
shall be Mine: I am the LORD.” 


Census of the Levites Commanded 
14Then the LORD spoke to Moses in the 
Wilderness of Sinai, saying: 5“Number the 
children of Levi by their fathers’ houses, 
by their families; you shall number °every 
male from a month old and above.” 
16So Moses numbered them according 
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to the word of the LORD, as he was com- 
manded. !7?These were the sons of Levi 
by their names: Gershon, Kohath, and 
Merari. !8And these are the names of the 
sons of 4Gershon by their families: "Libni 
and Shimei. !8And the sons of sKohath by 
their families: ‘Amram, Izehar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel. 2°-And the sons of Merari by 
their families: Mahli and Mushi. These are 
the families of the Levites by their fathers’ 
houses. 

21From Gershon came the family of the 
Libnites and the family of the Shimites; 
these were the families of the Gershonites. 
22Those who were numbered, according to 
the number of all the males from a month 
old and above—of those who were num- 
bered there were seven thousand five hun- 
dred. 28vThe families of the Gershonites 
were to camp behind the tabernacle west- 
ward. 24And the leader of the father’s house 
of the Gershonites was Eliasaph the son of 
Lael. 25~The duties of the children of Ger- 
shon in the tabernacle of meeting included 
xthe tabernacle, ’the tent with Zits covering, 
the «screen for the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting, 26>the screen for the door of the 
court, cthe hangings of the court which 
are around the tabernacle and the altar, 
and ¢their cords, according to all the work 
relating to them. 

27eFrom Kohath came the family of the 
Amramites, the family of the Izharites, the 
family of the Hebronites, and the family of 
the Uzzielites; these were the families of the 
Kohathites. 28According to the number of 
all the males, from a month old and above, 
there were eight thousand six* hundred 
keeping charge of the sanctuary. 29fThe 
families of the children of Kohath were to 
camp on the south side of the tabernacle. 
30A nd the leader of the fathers’ house of the 
families of the Kohathites was Elizaphan 
the son of £Uzziel. 3!"Their duty included 
ithe ark, ithe table, *the lampstand, 'the 
altars, the utensils of the sanctuary with 
which they ministered, “the screen, and all 
the work relating to them. 

32And Eleazar the son of Aaron the 
priest was to be chief over the leaders of 


* 3:9 Samaritan Pentateuch and Septuagint read 
Me. *3:28 Some manuscripts of the Septuagint 
read three. 


3:1-10 sons of Aaron. The priests had privileged 
access to God. In the New Covenant this is no longer 
confined only to a particular group of God's people. 
All Christians comprise God’s new temple and consti- 
tute “a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5). 
3:5-10 Aaron and his sons. The Levites could care 
for the holy things, but only the priests, who minis- 
tered in the tabernacle, drew near to God. Only the 
high priest entered the Most Holy Place. 

3:11-13 | sanctified to Myself. God is directly 
involved in redemption. When God redeemed and 
saved His people, it was by His own person. 
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the Levites, with oversight of those who 
kept charge of the sanctuary. 

33From Merari came the family of the 
Mahlites and the family of the Mushites; 
these were the families of Merari. 34And 
those who were numbered, according to 
the number of all the males from a month 
old and above, were six thousand two hun- 
dred. *5The leader of the fathers’ house of 
the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of 
Abihail. "These were to camp on the north 
side of the tabernacle. 36And °the appoint- 
ed duty of the children of Merari included 
the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, its 
pillars, its sockets, its utensils, all the work 
relating to them, 37and the pillars of the 
court all around, with their sockets, their 
pegs, and their cords. 

38>Moreover those who were to camp be- 
fore the tabernacle on the east, before the 
tabernacle of meeting, were Moses, Aaron, 
and his sons, ¢keeping charge of the sanc- 
tuary, 'to meet the needs of the children of 
Israel; but sthe outsider who came near was 
to be put to death. 39tAll who were num- 
bered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aar- 
on numbered at the commandment of the 
LORD, by their families, all the males from 
a month old and above, were twenty-two 
thousand. 


Levites Dedicated Instead 


of the Firstborn 

40Then the LORD said to Moses: ““Num- 
ber all the firstborn males of the children of 
Israel from a month old and above, and take 
the number of their names. 4!vAnd you shall 
take the Levites for Me—I am the LoRD— 
instead of all the firstborn among the 
children of Israel, and the livestock of the 
Levites instead of all the firstborn among 
the livestock of the children of Israel.” 42So 
Moses numbered all the firstborn among 
the children of Israel, as the LORD com- 
manded him. 43And all the firstborn males, 
according to the number of names from a 
month old and above, of those who were 
numbered of them, were twenty-two thou- 
sand two hundred and seventy-three. 


44Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 45w“Take the Levites instead of all the 
firstborn among the children of Israel, and 
the livestock of the Levites instead of their 
livestock. The Levites shall be Mine: Iam 
the LorD. 46And for xthe redemption of 
the two hundred and seventy-three of the 
firstborn of the children of Israel, who 
are more than the number of the Levites, 
47you shall take 7five shekels for each one 
ajndividually; you shall take them in the 
currency of the shekel of the sanctuary, 
bthe shekel of twenty gerahs. 48And you 
shall give the money, with which the ex- 
cess number of them is redeemed, to Aaron 
and his sons.” 

49So Moses took the redemption money 
from those who were over and above those 
who were redeemed by the Levites. °°From 
the firstborn of the children of Israel he 
took the money, ‘one thousand three hun- 
dred and sixty-five shekels, according to 
the shekel of the sanctuary. 5!And Moses 
dgave their redemption money to Aaron 
and his sons, according to the word of the 
LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses. 


Duties of the Sons of Kohath 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying: 2“Take a census of the 

sons of ¢Kohath from among the children 
of Levi, by their families, by their fathers’ 
house, 3>from thirty years old and above, 
even to fifty years old, all who enter the 
service to do the work in the tabernacle of 
meeting. 

4c“This is the service of the sons of Ko- 
hath in the tabernacle of meeting, relating 
to ¢the most holy things: 5When the camp 
prepares to journey, Aaron and his sons 
shall come, and they shall take down ¢the 
covering veil and cover the fark of the Tes- 
timony with it. °Then they shall put on it a 
covering of badger skins, and spread over 
that a cloth entirely of blue; and they shall 
insert "its poles. 

7“On the ‘table of showbread they shall 
spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dish- 
es, the pans, the bowls, and the pitchers for 


3:38 keeping charge. “Keeping charge of the sanc- 
tuary” was committed to a particular group of peo- 
ple, and no one else was to intrude on that task. 
Believers, as part of the body of Christ, also have 
certain duties. These roles are not rigid, but they are 
definite, planned, and created by God for the good of 
the whole church. The teamwork of the whole body 
creates a harmonious whole, and if one fails in his 
duty, the whole team suffers (1 Cor. 12). 

3:40-42 Number all the firstborn males. When 
God passed over the homes of the Hebrew families 
who had obeyed His commands in the Passover 
(Ex. 12:23-51), He declared the surviving firstborn 
Hebrew children—and also the firstborn of ani- 
mals—to be His. The animals were sacrificed, the 
firstborn were redeemed (paid for), at first by the Le- 
vites who took the place of all the other firstborn, and 


then by a set sum of money for those that numbered 
more than the Levites. It is a clear statement of fact 
that people belong to God. 

4:3 from thirty years old. According to 8:24, the Le- 
vites were to be twenty-five years old, which seems 
like a contradiction to this passage. It is possible that 
the difference reflects a time of apprenticeship. 
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pouring; and the ishowbread* shall be on 
it. 8They shall spread over them a scarlet 
cloth, and cover the same with a covering 
of badger skins; and they shall insert its 
poles. And they shall take a blue cloth and 
cover the *lampstand of the light, 'with its 
lamps, its wick-trimmers, its trays, and all 
its oil vessels, with which they service it. 
10Then they shall put it with all its utensils 
in a covering of badger skins, and put it on 
a carrying beam. 

1l“Qver ™the golden altar they shall 
spread a blue cloth, and cover it with a 
covering of badger skins; and they shall in- 
sert its poles. 12Then they shall take all the 
nutensils of service with which they min- 
ister in the sanctuary, put them in a blue 
cloth, cover them with a covering of badger 
skins, and put them on a carrying beam. 
13A Iso they shall take away the ashes from 
the altar, and spread a purple cloth over 
it. 4They shall put on it all its implements 
with which they minister there—the fire- 
pans, the forks, the shovels, the basins, and 
all the utensils of the altar—and they shall 
spread on it a covering of badger skins, and 
insert its poles. 5 And when Aaron and his 
sons have finished covering the sanctuary 
and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, 
when the camp is set to go, then °the sons 
of Kohath shall come to carry them; Pbut 
they shall not touch any holy thing, lest 
they die. 

“aThese are the things in the tabernacle 
of meeting which the sons of Kohath are 
to carry. 

16“The appointed duty of Eleazar the son 
of Aaron the priest is 'the oil for the light, 
the ssweet incense, ‘the daily grain offer- 
ing, the vanointing oil, the oversight of all 
the tabernacle, of all that is in it, with the 
sanctuary and its furnishings.” 

17Then the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying: 18“Do not cut off the tribe of 
the families of the Kohathites from among 
the Levites; !9but do this in regard to them, 
that they may live and not die when they 
approach vthe most holy things: Aaron 
and his sons shall go in and appoint each 
of them to his service and his task. 20~But 
they shall not go in to watch while the holy 
things are being covered, lest they die.” 


Duties of the Sons of Gershon 
21Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
22“Also take a census of the sons of Ger- 
shon, by their fathers’ house, by their fam- 
ilies. 23xFrom thirty years old and above, 
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even to fifty years old, you shall number 
them, all who enter to perform the service, 
to do the work in the tabernacle of meet- 
ing. 24This is the Yservice of the families of 
the Gershonites, in serving and carrying: 
25zThey shall carry the “curtains of the 
tabernacle and the tabernacle of meeting 
with its covering, the covering of badger 
skins that is on it, the screen for the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting, 26the screen for 
the door of the gate of the court, the hang- 
ings of the court which are around the tab- 
ernacle and altar, and their cords, all the 
furnishings for their service and all that is 
made for these things: so shall they serve. 

27“Aaron and his sons shall assign all 
the service of the sons of the Gershonites, 
all their tasks and all their service. And 
you shall appoint to them all their tasks 
as their duty. 28This is the service of the 
families of the sons of Gershon in the tab- 
ernacle of meeting. And their duties shall 
be cunder the authority* of Ithamar the son 
of Aaron the priest. 


Duties of the Sons of Merari 

29“As for the sons of 4Merari, you shall 
number them by their families and by 
their fathers’ house. 38¢From thirty years 
old and above, even to fifty years old, you 
shall number them, everyone who enters 
the service to do the work of the tabernacle 
of meeting. 3!And fthis is what they must 
carry as all their service for the tabernacle 
of meeting: "the boards of the tabernacle, 
its bars, its pillars, its sockets, 32and the 
pillars around the court with their sockets, 
pegs, and cords, with all their furnishings 
and all their service; and you shall ‘assign 
to each man by name the items he must 
carry. 33This is the service of the families 
of the sons of Merari, as all their service 
for the tabernacle of meeting, under the 
authority* of Ithamar the son of Aaron the 
priest.” 


Census of the Levites 

34]And Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of 
the congregation numbered the sons of the 
Kohathites by their families and by their 
fathers’ house, *5from thirty "years old 
and above, even to fifty years old, every- 
one who entered the service for work in 
the tabernacle of meeting; and those who 
were numbered by their families were two 


* 4:7 Literally the continual bread * 4:28 Liter- 


allyhand *4:33 Literally hand 


4:16 The appointed duty of Eleazar. God made 
arrangements for the priest to approach Him in the 
way He prescribed. If the priests did not do their job, 
no one else could do it for them. It was a big respon- 
sibility, and the well-being of the whole nation 
depended upon their faithfulness. 

4:21-28 perform the service. There are various 
tasks given to us in the kingdom of God which appear 
to be of minor importance. Daily faithfulness in the 
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thousand seven hundred and fifty. 37These 
were the ones who were numbered of the 
families of the Kohathites, all who might 
serve in the tabernacle of meeting, whom 
Moses and Aaron numbered according to 
the commandment of the LORD by the hand 
of Moses. 

38And those who were numbered of the 
sons of Gershon, by their families and by 
their fathers’ house, 39from thirty years old 
and above, even to fifty years old, every- 
one who entered the service for work in 
the tabernacle of meeting— 4°those who 
were numbered by their families, by their 
fathers’ house, were two thousand six hun- 
dred and thirty. 41!These are the ones who 
were numbered of the families of the sons 
of Gershon, of all who might serve in the 
tabernacle of meeting, whom Moses and 
Aaron numbered according to the com- 
mandment of the LORD. 

42Those of the families of the sons of 
Merari who were numbered, by their fam- 
ilies, by their fathers’ house, 48from thirty 
years old and above, even to fifty years 
old, everyone who entered the service for 
work in the tabernacle of meeting— “those 
who were numbered by their families were 
three thousand two hundred. “These are 
the ones who were numbered of the fami- 
lies of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and 
Aaron numbered according to the word of 
the LORD by the hand of Moses. 

46A1l who were "numbered of the Le- 
vites, whom Moses, Aaron, and the lead- 
ers of Israel numbered, by their families 
and by their fathers’ houses, 47°from thirty 
years old and above, even to fifty years 
old, everyone who came to do the work of 
service and the work of bearing burdens 
in the tabernacle of meeting— 48those who 
were numbered were eight thousand five 
hundred and eighty. 

49 According to the commandment of the 
LORD they were numbered by the hand of 
Moses, Peach according to his service and 
according to his task; thus were they num- 
bered by him, ¢as the LORD commanded 
Moses. 


Ceremonially Unclean Persons 


Isolated 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing: 2“Command the children of Israel 
that they put out of the camp every “leper, 
everyone who has a ’discharge, and who- 
ever becomes defiled by a corpse. 2 You 
shall put out both male and female; you 
shall put them outside the camp, that they 
may not defile their camps 4in the midst of 
which I dwell.” 4And the children of Israel 
did so, and put them outside the camp; as 
the LORD spoke to Moses, so the children 
of Israel did. 


Confession and Restitution 

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
6“Speak to the children of Israel: “When 
a man or woman commits any sin that 
men commit in unfaithfulness against the 
LORD, and that person is guilty, 7fthen he 
shall confess the sin which he has commit- 
ted. He shall make restitution for his tres- 
pass Sin full, plus one-fifth of it, and give it 
to the one he has wronged. 8But if the man 
has no relative to whom restitution may be 
made for the wrong, the restitution for the 
wrong must go to the LORD for the priest, 
in addition to "the ram of the atonement 
with which atonement is made for him. 
%Every ‘offering of all the holy things of 
the children of Israel, which they bring to 
the priest, shall be ‘his. !©And every man’s 
holy things shall be *his; whatever any 
man gives the priest shall be his.’” 


Concerning Unfaithful Wives 

11And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
12“Speak to the children of Israel, and say 
to them: ‘If any man’s wife goes astray and 
behaves unfaithfully toward him, Band a 
man ‘lies with her carnally, and it is hid- 
den from the eyes of her husband, and it 
is concealed that she has defiled herself, 
and there was no witness against her, nor 
was she mcaught— if the spirit of jealousy 
comes upon him and he becomes "jealous 
of his wife, who has defiled herself; or if 


little things is the best preparation for greater trusts. 
Mary, the mother of Jesus is an example of this. Her 
response to the angel when she was told that she 
would be the mother of Jesus was, “Behold the maid- 
servant of the Lord...” (Luke 1:38). She had found 
favor in the way she conducted her daily life, and God 
chose her for a unique and blessed role. 

5:3 not defile their camps... 1 dwell. Ritual purity 
was important because God wanted the Israelites to 
remember that He lived among them. They needed 
to think of Him walking around in the camp and live 
in such a way that there was not something offensive 
for God to discover. 

5:6 unfaithfulness against the Lorb. Not only did 
God deal with ritual impurity, He was also concerned 
about how the people treated each other. To label 
sin as “acting unfaithfully” kept the real issue right 
in front. When we mistreat our fellow citizens, God 


cares, and He takes it personally. He made us; He 
made them. We each belong to Him, and we are not 
to wrong other people. 

5:12 wife goes astray. The wife belonged to her 
husband. If she was unfaithful, she could be stoned. 
if she was not guilty, and he acted on his unsubstan- 
tiated suspicions, he would be guilty of murder. The 
woman had a serious responsibility to her husband 
because the reliability of family lines depended upon 
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the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and 
he becomes jealous of his wife, although 
she has not defiled herself— then the 
man shall bring his wife to the priest. He 
shall °bring the offering required for her, 
one-tenth of an ephah of barley meal; he 
shall pour no oil on it and put no frankin- 
cense on it, because it is a grain offering of 
jealousy, an offering for remembering, for 
bringing iniquity to remembrance. 

16‘And the priest shall bring her near, 
and set her before the 4LORD. !7The priest 
shall take holy water in an earthen ves- 
sel, and take some of the dust that is on 
the floor of the tabernacle and put it into 
the water. !8Then the priest shall stand 
the woman before the LORD, uncover the 
woman’s head, and put the offering for 
remembering in her hands, which is the 
grain offering of jealousy. And the priest 
shall have in his hand the bitter water that 
brings a curse. !8And the priest shall put 
her under oath, and say to the woman, 
“Tf no man has lain with you, and if you 
have not gone astray to uncleanness while 
under your husband’s authority, be free 
from this bitter water that brings a curse. 
20But if you have gone astray while under 
your husband’s authority, and if you have 
defiled yourself and some man other than 
your husband has lain with you”— 2!then 
the priest shall "put the woman under the 
oath of the curse, and he shall say to the 
woman—*“the LORD make you a curse 
and an oath among your people, when the 
LORD makes your thigh rot and your bel- 
ly swell; 22and may this water that causes 
the curse ‘go into your stomach, and make 
your belly swell and your thigh rot.” 

‘Then" the woman shall say, “Amen, so 
be it.” 

23‘Then the priest shall write these curses 
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in a book, and he shall scrape them off into 
the bitter water. 24And he shall make the 
woman drink the bitter water that brings a 
curse, and the water that brings the curse 
shall enter her to become bitter. 25vThen the 
priest shall take the grain offering of jeal- 
ousy from the woman’s hand, shall ~wave 
the offering before the LORD, and bring it to 
the altar; 26and the priest shall take a hand- 
ful of the offering, «as its memorial portion, 
burn it on the altar, and afterward make 
the woman drink the water. 27When he 
has made her drink the water, then it shall 
be, if she has defiled herself and behaved 
unfaithfully toward her husband, that the 
water that brings a ycurse will enter her 
and become bitter, and her belly will swell, 
her thigh will rot, and the woman zwill be- 
come a curse among her people. 28But if 
the woman has not defiled herself, and is 
clean, then she shall be free and may con- 
ceive children. 

29‘This is the law of jealousy, when a 
wife, while under her husband’s author- 
ity, ¢goes astray and defiles herself, 2%or 
when the spirit of jealousy comes upon a 
man, and he becomes jealous of his wife; 
then he shall stand the woman before the 
LORD, and the priest shall execute all this 
law upon her. 3!Then the man shall be free 
from iniquity, but that woman »shall bear 
her guilt.’” 


The Law of the Nazirite 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: ‘When either a man or 
woman consecrates an offering to take the 
vow of a Nazirite, “to separate himself to 
the LORD, 3*he shall separate himself from 
wine and similar drink; he shall drink nei- 
ther vinegar made from wine nor vinegar 


her faithfulness. It is obvious if a woman is pregnant, 
but it is not obvious who the father is. By bringing the 
whole sorry problem to God, the Israelites could be 
sure of justice. 

5:15 bring his wife to the priest. Determining if a 
woman had been unfaithful to her husband, when 
she had not been caught in wrongdoing, was more 
difficult than detecting skin diseases. But because 
God was in the camp, the issue could be resolved by 
the priest, in the presence of God. Again, it reminded 
the Israelites that nothing was hidden from God. 
5:18 bitter water that brings a curse. This was not a 
magic potion, but dust from the floor of the taberna- 
cle and holy water. The woman held in her own hands 
the grain offering for jealousy. These things reminded 
everyone that they were standing in the presence of 
God, and that it was He who would determine if the 
woman bore any guilt. 

5:21 your thigh rot and your belly swell. These 
words speak symbolically of a miscarriage (of an 
illegitimate child) if the woman was pregnant, and 
the inability to conceive again. In the biblical world, 
a woman who was unable to bear children was 
regarded as being under a curse; in this case it would 
have been true. 


5:31 woman shall bear her guilt. Throughout the 
Bible God compares idolatry with marital unfaithful- 
ness, so it is clear that this is a subject that touches 
close to the heart of every man and woman. God is 
faithful to His people, and they are to be true to Him. 
In the same way, as a daily picture of this faithfulness, 
the husband and wife are to be true and faithful 
to each other. The law recognizes the volatility of 
unfaithfulness, provides a limit to unjust accusations, 
and underlines the seriousness of the moral lapse 
that comes with adultery. A guilty woman would 
indeed bear her guilt, but a faithful woman would be 
exonerated. 

6:1-8 Self-Denial—To serve God by abstaining 
from legitimate things is the Christian's privilege 
today as well. It is not that God is looking for sacrifice, 
but He is looking for a willing heart that will lay aside 
the good to spend time on the best. 


5:15 °Lev. 5:11 21 Kin. 17:18 5:16 7 Heb. 13:4 

5:21 Josh. 6:26 SJer.29:22 5:22'Ps. 109:18 4 Deut. 
27:15-26 5:25”Lev. 8:27 “Lev.2:2,9 5:26*Lev. 
2:2,9  5:27Y Jer. 24:9; 29:18, 22; 42:18 7Num. 5:21 
5:297Num.5:19 5:31 Lev. 20:17, 19,20 6:24 Judg. 
13:5 6:3 Luke 1:15 


150 @& Numbers 6:4 
made from similar drink; neither shall he 
drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes 
or raisins. 4All the days of his separation 
he shall eat nothing that is produced by the 
grapevine, from seed to skin. 

5‘All the days of the vow of his separa- 
tion no crazor shall come upon his head; 
until the days are fulfilled for which he 
separated himself to the LORD, he shall 
be holy. Then he shall let the locks of the 
hair of his head grow. 6All the days that he 
separates himself to the LORD ¢he shall not 
go near a dead body. 7¢He shall not make 
himself unclean even for his father or his 
mother, for his brother or his sister, when 
they die, because his separation to God is 
on his head. ®fAll the days of his separation 
he shall be holy to the LORD. 

9‘And if anyone dies very suddenly be- 
side him, and he defiles his consecrated 
head, then he shall ¢shave his head on the 
day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he 
shall shave it. !9Then "on the eighth day he 
shall bring two turtledoves or two young 
pigeons to the priest, to the door of the tab- 
ernacle of meeting; “and the priest shall 
offer one as a sin offering and the other 
as a burnt offering, and make atonement 
for him, because he sinned in regard to 
the corpse; and he shall sanctify his head 
that same day. !2He shall consecrate to the 
LORD the days of his separation, and bring 
a male lamb in its first year ‘as a trespass 
offering; but the former days shall be lost, 
because his separation was defiled. 

13‘Now this is the law of the Nazirite: 
iWhen the days of his separation are ful- 
filled, he shall be brought to the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting. 4And he shall 
present his offering to the LORD: one male 
lamb in its first year without blemish as 
a burnt offering, one ewe lamb in its first 
year without blemish “as a sin offering, one 
ram without blemish 'as a peace offering, 
15a basket of unleavened bread, "cakes of 
fine flour mixed with oil, unleavened wa- 
fers "anointed with oil, and their grain of- 
fering with their °drink offerings. 

16‘Then the priest shall bring them 


before the LorD and offer his sin offering 
and his burnt offering; !7and he shall offer 
the ram as a Sacrifice of a peace offering 
to the LORD, with the basket of unleavened 
bread; the priest shall also offer its grain 
offering and its drink offering. !8»Then the 
Nazirite shall shave his consecrated head 
at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, 
and shall take the hair from his consecrat- 
ed head and put it on the fire which is un- 
der the sacrifice of the peace offering. 

19‘And the priest shall take the boiled 
shoulder of the ram, one 'unleavened cake 
from the basket, and one unleavened wa- 
fer, and sput them upon the hands of the 
Nazirite after he has shaved his consecrat- 
ed hair, 2°and the priest shall wave them as 
a wave offering before the LORD; ‘they are 
holy for the priest, together with the breast 
of the wave offering and the thigh of the 
heave offering. After that the Nazirite may 
drink wine.’ 

21“This is the law of the Nazirite who 
vows to the LorD the offering for his sepa- 
ration, and besides that, whatever else his 
hand is able to provide; according to the 
vow which he takes, so he must do accord- 
ing to the law of his separation.” 


The Priestly Blessing 

22 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 
‘This is the way you shall bless the children 
of Israel. Say to them: 


24 “The LORD “bless you and “keep you; 
25 The LORD “make His face shine upon 
you, 
And be gracious to you; 
26 yThe LORD lift up His countenance 
upon you, 
And 2give you peace. 


9 


27a“So they shall put My name on the 
children of Israel, and »I will bless them.” 


Offerings of the Leaders 
Now it came to pass, when Moses had 
finished ¢setting up the tabernacle, that 


6:21 the law of the Nazirite. Not to be confused with 
a Nazarene (one from Nazareth), the Nazirite vows 
were practiced both in the Old and New Testament. It 
is likely that John the Baptist was a Nazirite, probably 
all of his life. 

6:23 bless the children of Israel. This special bless- 
ing shows the love and mercy of God toward His 
chosen people. God's keeping power, His shining per- 
sonal presence, His eye contact, and His own peace 
would be a blessing that would mark the Israelites as 
belonging to God Himself, and they would be called 
with His name. 

7:1 when Moses had finished setting up the taber- 
nacle. This phrasing places the events of this chapter 
before the taking of the census in chapters 1-4. The 
tabernacle was completed on the first day of the first 
month of the second year. The census began one 
month later. 


7:1-11 brought their offering. The tabernacle from 
the beginning to the end was constructed and fur- 
nished by willing hearts and hands. God wants us to 
give to His work because we are eager to, not because 
we are required. Jesus directed, “Give, and it will be 
given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over” (Luke 6:38). We can never 
outgive God. 
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he Panointed it and consecrated it and all 
its furnishings, and the altar and all its 
utensils; so he anointed them and conse- 
crated them. 2Then cthe leaders of Israel, 
the heads of their fathers’ houses, who 
were the leaders of the tribes and over 
those who were numbered, made an offer- 
ing. 3And they brought their offering be- 
fore the LORD, six covered carts and twelve 
oxen, a cart for every two of the leaders, 
and for each one an ox; and they presented 
them before the tabernacle. 

4Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
5“Accept these from them, that they may 
be used in doing the work of the taberna- 
cle of meeting; and you shall give them to 
the Levites, to every man according to his 
service.” 6So Moses took the carts and the 
oxen, and gave them to the Levites. 7Two 
carts and four oxen ¢he gave to the sons of 
Gershon, according to their service; 8eand 
four carts and eight oxen he gave to the 
sons of Merari, according to their service, 
under the authority* of Ithamar the son of 
Aaron the priest. 9But to the sons of Kohath 
he gave none, because theirs was !the ser- 
vice of the holy things, ¢which they carried 
on their shoulders. 

10Now the leaders offered "the dedi- 
cation offering for the altar when it was 
anointed; so the leaders offered their of- 
fering before the altar. 'For the LORD said 
to Moses, “They shall offer their offering, 
one leader each day, for the dedication of 
the altar.” 

12And the one who offered his offering 
on the first day was ‘Nahshon the son of 
Amminadab, from the tribe of Judah. !8His 
offering was one silver platter, the weight 
of which was one hundred and thirty shek- 
els, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 
according to ‘the shekel of the sanctuary, 
both of them full of fine flour mixed with 
oil as a kgrain offering; !4one gold pan of 
ten shekels, full of ‘incense; 5~one young 
bull, one ram, and one male lamb “in its 
first year, as a burnt offering; !6one kid of 
the goats as a °sin offering; !7and for °the 
sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five 
rams, five male goats, and five male lambs 
in their first year. This was the offering of 
Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 

18On the second day Nethanel the son 
of Zuar, leader of Issachar, presented an 
offering. !8For his offering he offered one 
silver platter, the weight of which was one 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full 
of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offer- 
ing; 2°one gold pan of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense; 2!one young bull, one ram, and one 
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male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offer- 
ing; 22one kid of the goats as a sin offering; 
23and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 
two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and 
five male lambs in their first year. This was 
the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar. 

24On the third day Eliab the son of He- 
lon, leader of the children of Zebulun, pre- 
sented an offering. 25His offering was one 
silver platter, the weight of which was one 
hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full 
of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offer- 
ing; 26one gold pan of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense; 27one young bull, one ram, and one 
male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offer- 
ing; 28one kid of the goats as a sin offering; 
29and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: 
two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and 
five male lambs in their first year. This was 
the offering of Eliab the son of Helon. 

30On the fourth day ¢Elizur the son of 
Shedeur, leader of the children of Reuben, 
presented an offering. 31His offering was 
one silver platter, the weight of which was 
one hundred and thirty shekels, and one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, according 
to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of 
them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 
grain offering; 320ne gold pan of ten shek- 
els, full of incense; 330ne young bull, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year, 
as a burnt offering; 34one kid of the goats 
as a sin offering; 5and as the sacrifice of 
peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, and five male lambs in their 
first year. This was the offering of Elizur 
the son of Shedeur. 

36On the fifth day "Shelumiel the son of 
Zurishaddai, leader of the children of Sim- 
eon, presented an offering. 37His offering 
was one silver platter, the weight of which 
was one hundred and thirty shekels, and 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, accord- 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of 
them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 
grain offering; 38one gold pan of ten shek- 
els, full of incense; 290ne young bull, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as 
a burnt offering; 4°one kid of the goats as a 
sin offering; 4Jand as the sacrifice of peace 
offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male 
goats, and five male lambs in their first 
year. This was the offering of Shelumiel 
the son of Zurishaddai. 

42On the sixth day sEliasaph the son of 
Deuel,* leader of the children of Gad, pre- 
sented an offering. 43His offering was one 
silver platter, the weight of which was one 
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hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver 
bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full 
of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offer- 
ing; 4one gold pan of ten shekels, full of in- 
cense; 4one young bull, one ram, and one 
male lamb in its first year, as ‘a burnt offer- 
ing; 46one kid of the goats as a sin offering; 
47and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 
two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and 
five male lambs in their first year. This was 
the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 

48On the seventh day vElishama the 
son of Ammihud, leader of the children of 
Ephraim, presented an offering. 49His of- 
fering was one silver platter, the weight of 
which was one hundred and thirty shekels, 
and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, ac- 
cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, both 
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil asa 
grain offering; 5one gold pan of ten shek- 
els, full of incense; 5!one young bull, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year, 
as a burnt offering; 52one kid of the goats 
as a sin offering; ®3and as the sacrifice of 
peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, and five male lambs in their 
first year. This was the offering of Elish- 
ama the son of Ammihud. 

54On the eighth day vGamaliel the son of 
Pedahzur, leader of the children of Manas- 
seh, presented an offering. His offering 
was one silver platter, the weight of which 
was one hundred and thirty shekels, and 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, accord- 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of 
them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 
grain offering; 56one gold pan of ten shek- 
els, full of incense; 57one young bull, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as 
a burnt offering; 58one kid of the goats asa 
sin offering; >8and as the sacrifice of peace 
offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male 
goats, and five male lambs in their first 
year. This was the offering of Gamaliel the 
son of Pedahzur. 

60On the ninth day wAbidan the son of 
Gideoni, leader of the children of Benja- 
min, presented an offering. His offering 
was one silver platter, the weight of which 
was one hundred and thirty shekels, and 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, accord- 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of 
them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 
grain offering; 62one gold pan of ten shek- 
els, full of incense; ®8one young bull, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year, 
as a burnt offering; §4one kid of the goats 
as a sin offering; ®and as the sacrifice of 
peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, and five male lambs in their 
first year. This was the offering of Abidan 
the son of Gideoni. 


66On the tenth day xAhiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai, leader of the children of 
Dan, presented an offering. 67His offering 
was one silver platter, the weight of which 
was one hundred and thirty shekels, and 
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, accord- 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of 
them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 
grain offering; 68one gold pan of ten shek- 
els, full of incense; 6%one young bull, one 
ram, and one male lamb in its first year, 
as a burnt offering; one kid of the goats 
as a sin offering; 7land as the sacrifice of 
peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five 
male goats, and five male lambs in their 
first year. This was the offering of Ahiezer 
the son of Ammishaddai. 

72QOn the eleventh day YPagiel the son 
of Ocran, leader of the children of Asher, 
presented an offering. 73His offering was 
one silver platter, the weight of which was 
one hundred and thirty shekels, and one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, according 
to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; “one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; one young bull, one ram, and 
one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt 
offering; 76one kid of the goats as a sin of- 
fering; 77and as the sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, 
and five male lambs in their first year. This 
was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran. 

78On the twelfth day zAhira the son of 
Enan, leader of the children of Naphtali, 
presented an offering. 79His offering was 
one silver platter, the weight of which was 
one hundred and thirty shekels, and one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, according 
to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain 
offering; 8°one gold pan of ten shekels, full 
of incense; 8lone young bull, one ram, and 
one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt 
offering; 82one kid of the goats as a sin of- 
fering; 83and as the sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, 
and five male lambs in their first year. This 
was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan. 

84This was “the dedication offering for 
the altar from the leaders of Israel, when it 
was anointed: twelve silver platters, twelve 
silver bowls, and twelve gold pans. ®5Each 
silver platter weighed one hundred and 
thirty shekels and each bowl seventy shek- 
els. All the silver of the vessels weighed two 
thousand four hundred shekels, according 
to the shekel of the sanctuary. 86The twelve 
gold pans full of incense weighed ten shek- 
els apiece, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary; all the gold of the pans weighed 
one hundred and twenty shekels. 87All the 
oxen for the burnt offering were twelve 
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young bulls, the rams twelve, the male 
lambs in their first year twelve, with their 
grain offering, and the kids of the goats as 
a sin offering twelve. 88And all the oxen 
for the sacrifice of peace offerings were 
twenty-four bulls, the rams sixty, the male 
goats sixty, and the lambs in their first year 
sixty. This was the dedication offering for 
the altar after it was “anointed. 

89Now when Moses went into the taber- 
nacle of meeting cto speak with Him, he 
heard ¢the voice of One speaking to him 
from above the mercy seat that was on the 
ark of the Testimony, from ebetween the 
two cherubim; thus He spoke to him. 


Arrangement of the Lamps 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 

ing: 2“Speak to Aaron, and say to him, 
‘When you ¢arrange the lamps, the seven 
blamps shall give light in front of the lamp- 
stand.’” 3And Aaron did so; he arranged 
the lamps to face toward the front of the 
lampstand, as the LORD commanded Mo- 
ses. 4¢Now this workmanship of the lamp- 
stand was hammered gold; from its shaft 
to its flowers it was ¢hammered work. ¢Ac- 
cording to the pattern which the LORD had 
shown Moses, so he made the lampstand. 


Cleansing and Dedication 


of the Levites 

5Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 6“Take the Levites from among the 
children of Israel and cleanse them cer- 
emonially. 7Thus you shall do to them to 
cleanse them: Sprinkle water of purifica- 
tion on them, and #let them shave all their 
body, and let them wash their clothes, and 
so make themselves clean. 8Then let them 
take a young bull with “its grain offering 
of fine flour mixed with oil, and you shall 
take another young bull as a sin offering. 
9iAnd you shall bring the Levites before the 
tabernacle of meeting, jand you shall gath- 
er together the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel. !©So you shall bring the 
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Levites before the LORD, and the children 
of Israel *shall lay their hands on the Le- 
vites; Nand Aaron shall offer the Levites 
before the LORD like a 'wave offering from 
the children of Israel, that they may per- 
form the work of the LORD. !2™Then the 
Levites shall lay their hands on the heads 
of the young bulls, and you shall offer one 
as a sin offering and the other as a burnt 
offering to the LORD, to make atonement 
for the Levites. 

13“And you shall stand the Levites be- 
fore Aaron and his sons, and then offer 
them like a wave offering to the LORD. 
144Thus you shall "separate the Levites 
from among the children of Israel, and the 
Levites shall be °>Mine. 15After that the Le- 
vites shall go in to service the tabernacle 
of meeting. So you shall cleanse them and 
voffer them like a wave offering. !6For they 
are 4twholly given to Me from among the 
children of Israel; I have taken them for 
Myself "instead of all who open the womb, 
the firstborn of all the children of Israel. 
IsFor all the firstborn among the children 
of Israel are Mine, both man and beast; on 
the day that I struck all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt I sanctified them to Myself. 
18] have taken the Levites instead of all the 
firstborn of the children of Israel. 18And ‘I 
have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron 
and his sons from among the children of 
Israel, to do the work for the children of 
Israel in the tabernacle of meeting, and to 
make atonement for the children of Israel, 
uthat there be no plague among the chil- 
dren of Israel when the children of Israel 
come near the sanctuary.” 

20Thus Moses and Aaron and all the 
congregation of the children of Israel did to 
the Levites; according to all that the LORD 
commanded Moses concerning the Le- 
vites, so the children of Israel did to them. 
2lvAnd the Levites purified themselves and 
washed their clothes; then Aaron present- 
ed them like a wave offering before the 
LORD, and Aaron made atonement for them 


7:89 heard the voice. The tabernacle is referred to as 
the “tabernacle of meeting,” because it was here that 
the Lord communicated with His people. Moses knew 
that it was the Lord he was hearing, and he took that 
word very seriously. The Word of God is still some- 
thing that God's people can hear, usually through the 
Bible, sometimes in creation (Rom. 1), and sometimes 
through the work of the Holy Spirit. This is usually a 
strong impression that God wants you to pay atten- 
tion to something, wait, change a decision, or pray. 
The leading of the Holy Spirit will never contradict 
Scripture, so it is exceedingly important for believers 
to maintain a familiarity with the Bible, so they can 
know God and hear Him. 

8:10-12 shall lay their hands on. The sons of Israel 
who laid their hands on the Levites in this ancient 
symbol of dedication were showing their support for 
and agreement with the special role that the Levites 
had been set aside for. This would be an event that 


everyone could look back on and remember as an 
important, solemn time of dedication and asking for 
God's blessing. 

8:16 wholly given to Me. The Hebrew words for this 
phrase are an emphatic doubling: “given, given.” 
8:19 no plague. God's holiness would not bear an 
improper approach. But in His mercy He provided the 
protective hedge of the Levites, to keep the Israelites 
from coming near the sanctuary in an unauthorized 
way, and thus causing a plague. 
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to cleanse them. 22wAfter that the Levites 
went in to do their work in the tabernacle 
of meeting before Aaron and his sons; “as 
the LORD commanded Moses concerning 
the Levites, so they did to them. 

23Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 24“This is what pertains to the Levites: 
yFrom twenty-five years old and above one 
may enter to perform service in the work of 
the tabernacle of meeting; 25and at the age 
of fifty years they must cease performing 
this work, and shall work no more. 26They 
may minister with their brethren in the 
tabernacle of meeting, 2to attend to needs, 
but they themselves shall do no work. Thus 
you shall do to the Levites regarding their 
duties.” 


The Second Passover 

Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the 

Wilderness of Sinai, in the first month 
of the second year after they had come 
out of the land of Egypt, saying: 2“Let the 
children of Israel keep “the Passover at its 
appointed “time. 3On the fourteenth day 
of this month, at twilight, you shall keep 
it at its appointed time. According to all its 
rites and ceremonies you shall keep it.” 4So 
Moses told the children of Israel that they 
should keep the Passover. >And ¢they kept 
the Passover on the fourteenth day of the 
first month, at twilight, in the Wilderness 
of Sinai; according to all that the LORD 
commanded Moses, so the children of Is- 
rael did. 

6Now there were certain men who were 
ddefiled by a human corpse, so that they 
could not keep the Passover on that day; 
eand they came before Moses and Aaron 
that day. 7And those men said to him, “We 
became defiled by a human corpse. Why 
are we kept from presenting the offering of 
the LorD at its appointed time among the 
children of Israel?” 

8And Moses said to them, “Stand still, 
that ‘I may hear what the LORD will com- 
mand concerning you.” 


§SThen the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
10“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
‘If anyone of you or your posterity is un- 
clean because of a corpse, or is far away 
on a journey, he may still keep the LORD’s 
Passover. 11On sthe fourteenth day of the 
second month, at twilight, they may keep 
it. They shall "eat it with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. !2'They shall leave none 
of it until morning, ‘nor break one of its 
bones. According to all the ordinances 
of the Passover they shall keep it. But 
the man who is clean and is not on a jour- 
ney, and ceases to keep the Passover, that 
same person 'shall be cut off from among 
his people, because he did not bring the 
offering of the LoRD at its appointed time; 
that man shall "bear his sin. 

14‘And if a stranger dwells among you, 
and would keep the LORD’s Passover, he 
must do so according to the rite of the 
Passover and according to its ceremony; 
oyou shall have one ordinance, both for the 
stranger and the native of the land.’” 


The Cloud and the Fire 

15Now Pon the day that the tabernacle 
was raised up, the cloud covered the tab- 
ernacle, the tent of the Testimony; "from 
evening until morning it was above the 
tabernacle like the appearance of fire. 
16So it was always: the cloud covered it by 
day, and the appearance of fire by night. 
17Whenever the cloud swas taken up from 
above the tabernacle, after that the chil- 
dren of Israel would journey; and in the 
place where the cloud settled, there the 
children of Israel would pitch their tents. 
18At the command of the LORD the chil- 
dren of Israel would journey, and at the 
command of the LORD they would camp; 
tas long as the cloud stayed above the tab- 
ernacle they remained encamped. !%Even 
when the cloud continued long, many days 
above the tabernacle, the children of Israel 
ukept the charge of the LORD and did not 
journey. 2°So it was, when the cloud was 


8:24 From twenty-five years old. According to 4:3, 
the Levites were to be thirty years old, which seems 
like a contradiction to this passage. It is possible that 
the difference reflects a time of apprenticeship. 

9:1 the first month of the second year. This phrasing 
places the events of this chapter before the taking of 
the census. (See note at 7:1.) 

9:1-5 keep the Passover. When the first Passover 
was celebrated in Egypt, the command was given to 
commemorate it throughout Israel's generations (Ex. 
12:14). This would be the second time that the Israel- 
ites had observed this special commemorative event. 
Passover had greater significance than any Israelite 
of that day could imagine, however wonderful the 
exodus events were. Redemption from Egypt was a 
picture of greater redemption yet to be, when the 
blood of Christ would speak of better things than the 
blood applied to the doors in Egypt. Christ is now our 
eternal Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). 


9:12 nor break one of its bones. It is fitting to 
remember that when the Savior was crucified as our 
“Passover Lamb,” none of His bones were broken 
(Uohn 19:36). 

9:15-23 the cloud. The cloud was a dramatic sym- 
bol of the active presence of God with His people, 
hovering over them in protection, moving ahead of 
them for direction, and coming near at night as fire 
for comfort in the darkness. 
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above the tabernacle a few days: according 
to the command of the LORD they would re- 
main encamped, and according to the com- 
mand of the LORD they would journey. 2!So 
it was, when the cloud remained only from 
evening until morning: when the cloud was 
taken up in the morning, then they would 
journey; whether by day or by night, when- 
ever the cloud was taken up, they would 
journey. 22Whether it was two days, a 
month, or a year that the cloud remained 
above the tabernacle, the children of Israel 
vwould remain encamped and not journey; 
but when it was taken up, they would jour- 
ney. 23At the command of the LORD they 
remained encamped, and at the command 
of the LORD they journeyed; they “kept the 
charge of the LORD, at the command of the 
LORD by the hand of Moses. 


Two Silver Trumpets 
1 And the LorD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 2“Make two silver trumpets for 
yourself; you shall make them of ham- 
mered work; you shall use them for @call- 
ing the congregation and for directing the 
movement of the camps. When "they blow 
both of them, all the congregation shall 
gather before you at the door of the tab- 
ernacle of meeting. 4But if they blow only 
one, then the leaders, the cheads of the di- 
visions of Israel, shall gather to you. 5When 
you sound the 4advance, ¢the camps that 
lie on the east side shall then begin their 
journey. ®When you sound the advance the 
second time, then the camps that lie fon the 
south side shall begin their journey; they 
shall sound the call for them to begin their 
journeys. 7And when the assembly is to be 
gathered together, ?you shall blow, but not 
hsound the advance. 8'The sons of Aaron, 
the priests, shall blow the trumpets; and 
these shall be to you as an ordinance for- 
ever throughout your generations. 
9i“When you go to war in your land 
against the enemy who Xoppresses you, 
then you shall sound an alarm with the 
trumpets, and you will be ‘remembered 
before the LORD your God, and you will 
be saved from your enemies. !Also ™in 
the day of your gladness, in your appoint- 
ed feasts, and at the beginning of your 
months, you shall blow the trumpets over 
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your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices 
of your peace offerings; and they shall be 
na memorial for you before your God: Iam 
the LORD your God.” 


Departure from Sinai 

Now it came to pass on the twentieth 
day of the second month, in the second 
year, that the cloud °was taken up from 
above the tabernacle of the Testimony. 
12And the children of Israel set out from 
>the Wilderness of Sinai on ¢their journeys; 
then the cloud settled down in the "Wilder- 
ness of Paran. 13So they started out for the 
first time Saccording to the command of the 
LORD by the hand of Moses. 

M4The standard of the camp of the 
children of Judah ‘set out first accord- 
ing to their armies; over their army was 
uNahshon the son of Amminadab. SOver 
the army of the tribe of the children of Is- 
sachar was Nethanel the son of Zuar. 16And 
over the army of the tribe of the children of 
Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon. 

17Then “the tabernacle was taken down; 
and the sons of Gershon and the sons of 
Merari set out, “carrying the tabernacle. 

18And *the standard of the camp of Reu- 
ben set out according to their armies; over 
their army was Elizur the son of Shedeur. 
19Over the army of the tribe of the children 
of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zuri- 
shaddai. 20And over the army of the tribe 
of the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son 
of Deuel. 

21Then the Kohathites set out, carrying 
the vholy things. (The tabernacle would be 
prepared for their arrival.) 

22And the standard of the camp of the 
children of Ephraim set out according to 
their armies; over their army was Elish- 
ama the son of Ammihud. 28Over the army 
of the tribe of the children of Manasseh 
was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 24And 
over the army of the tribe of the children of 
Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni. 

25Then «the standard of the camp of the 
children of Dan (the rear guard of all the 
camps) set out according to their armies; 
over their army was Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai. 26Over the army of the tribe 
of the children of Asher was Pagiel the son 
of Ocran. 27And over the army of the tribe 


9:23 At the command. Like the children of Israel, 
our existence often seems to us like a wilderness. 
Most often we want to move, to do, to know. Without 
waiting and following God's directions, His Word, His 
plan, we miss His best, and lessons are lost or delayed. 
How blessed to wait for God’s direction, to obey Him 
in both stops and starts in all of life! No words spoken, 
no money spent, no job taken, no engagement ring 
given or received, without knowing we will be keep- 
ing God's charge. 

10:2 two silver trumpets. The two silver trumpets 
were different from the curved ram’s horn trum- 
pets (Lev. 25:9). Made of hammered silver, these 


instruments were straight with a flaring bell, like the 
post horns of medieval Europe. Since they did not 
have valves, they would have been played like a bugle. 
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of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the 
son of Enan. 

28b>Thus was the order of march of 
the children of Israel, according to their 
armies, when they began their journey. 

29Now Moses said to ‘Hobab the son of 
dReuel* the Midianite, Moses’ father-in- 
law, “We are setting out for the place of 
which the LorD said, &‘I will give it to you.’ 
Come with us, and fwe will treat you well; 
for the LORD has promised good things to 
Israel.” 

30And he said to him, “I will not go, but 
I will depart to my own land and to my rel- 
atives.” 

31S0 Moses said, “Please do not leave, in- 
asmuch as you know how we are to camp in 
the wilderness, and you can be our "eyes. 
32A nd it shall be, if you go with us—indeed 
it shall be—that ‘whatever good the LORD 
will do to us, the same we will do to you.” 

33So they departed from ‘the mountain 
of the LORD on a journey of three days; and 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD ?went 
before them for the three days’ journey, to 
search out a resting place for them. 34And 
Ithe cloud of the LORD was above them by 
day when they went out from the camp. 

35So it was, whenever the ark set out, 
that Moses said: 


m*Rise up, O LORD! 
Let Your enemies be scattered, 
And let those who hate You flee before 
You.” 


36And when it rested, he said: 


“Return, O LORD, 
To the many thousands of Israel.” 


The People Complain 
1 Now ¢when the people complained, 
it displeased the LORD; >for the LORD 
heard it, and His anger was aroused. So 
the cfire of the LORD burned among them, 
and consumed some in the outskirts of the 
camp. 2Then the people 4cried out to Mo- 
ses, and when Moses 2prayed to the LORD, 
the fire was quenched. 3So he called the 


name of the place Taberah,* because the 
fire of the LORD had burned among them. 

4Now the fmixed multitude who were 
among them yielded to “intense craving; 
so the children of Israel also wept again 
and said: "“Who will give us meat to eat? 
5iWe remember the fish which we ate free- 
ly in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but 
now ‘Jour whole being is dried up; there is 
nothing at all except this manna before our 
eyes!” 

7Now the manna was like coriander 
seed, and its color like the color of bdelli- 
um. 8The people went about and gathered 
it, ground it on millstones or beat it in the 
mortar, cooked it in pans, and made cakes 
of it; and !its taste was like the taste of pas- 
try prepared with oil. 9And ™when the dew 
fell on the camp in the night, the manna 
fell on it. 

10Then Moses heard the people weep- 
ing throughout their families, everyone at 
the door of his tent; and "the anger of the 
LORD was greatly aroused; Moses also was 
displeased. 110So Moses said to the LORD, 
“Why have You afflicted Your servant? And 
why have I not found favor in Your sight, 
that You have laid the burden of all these 
people on me? !2Did I conceive all these 
people? Did I beget them, that You should 
say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, 
as a 4guardian carries a nursing child,’ to 
the land which You "swore to their fathers? 
13sWhere am I to get meat to give to all these 
people? For they weep all over me, saying, 
‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 4] am not 
able to bear all these people alone, because 
the burden is too heavy for me. 5If You treat 
me like this, please kill me here and now—if 
I have found favor in Your sight—and “do 
not let me see my wretchedness!” 


The Seventy Elders 
16So the LORD said to Moses: “Gather 
to Me Yseventy men of the elders of Israel, 


*10:29 Septuagint reads Raguel (compare Exodus 
2:18). *11:3 Literally Burning 


10:29 Reuel. Also called Jethro (Ex. 3:1), Reuel was 
the priest of Midian who befriended Moses and gave 
his daughter Zipporah to him as his wife. 

11:1 complained. Murmuring and complaining 
demonstrated a lack of trust in God's plan, provision, 
and judgment. Such attitudes are no more pleasing 
to God now than they were then, although He does 
not discipline complainers with fire from heaven. 
11:4 mixed multitude. The presence of a mixed mul- 
titude, or rabble, indicates that there were people in 
the camp who had escaped from slavery or poverty 
in Egypt, but were not Israelites. They seem to have 
been the instigators of dissatisfaction, who made dis- 
comfort an excuse to agitate rebellion against God. 
God's people have always had the responsibility to 
keep their ears tuned to God's voice instead of the 
voices of the unbelievers around them. 

11:10 weeping. Instead of thankfulness, the Israelites 


complained against what they had been given and 
asked for more. This is a serious sin (Ps. 78:17), and 
in response God chastened them. We ought to learn 
from the example of the Israelites in the wilderness 
and make thankfulness our lifestyle (Phil. 4:4). 
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whom you know to be the elders of the peo- 
ple and wofficers over them; bring them to 
the tabernacle of meeting, that they may 
stand there with you. !7Then I will come 
down and talk with you there. xI will take 
of the Spirit that is upon you and will put 
the same upon them; and they shall bear 
the burden of the people with you, that 
you may not bear it yourself alone. 18Then 
you shall say to the people, ‘Consecrate 
yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat 
meat; for you have wept Yin the hearing of 
the LORD, saying, “Who will give us meat 
to eat? For it was well with us in Egypt.” 
Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and 
you shall eat. 19 You shall eat, not one day, 
nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, 
nor twenty days, 292but for a whole month, 
until it comes out of your nostrils and be- 
comes loathsome to you, because you have 
adespised the LORD who is among you, and 
have wept before Him, saying, “Why did 
we ever come up out of Egypt?”’” 

21And Moses said, ¢“The people whom I 
am among are six hundred thousand men 
on foot; yet You have said, ‘I will give them 
meat, that they may eat for a whole month.’ 
22dShall flocks and herds be slaughtered for 
them, to provide enough for them? Or shall 
all the fish of the sea be gathered together 
for them, to provide enough for them?” 

23 And the LORD said to Moses, e“Has the 
LORD’s arm been shortened? Now you shall 
see whether fwhat I say will happen to you 
or not.” 

24So Moses went out and told the people 
the words of the LORD, and he ¢gathered the 
seventy men of the elders of the people and 
placed them around the tabernacle. 25Then 
the LORD came down in the cloud, and 
spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was 
upon him, and placed the same upon the 
seventy elders; and it happened, "when the 
Spirit rested upon them, that ‘they prophe- 
sied, although they never did so again.* 

26But two men had remained in the 
camp: the name of one was Eldad, and the 
name of the other Medad. And the Spirit 
rested upon them. Now they were among 
those listed, but who ‘had not gone out to 
the tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the 
camp. 27And a young man ran and told Mo- 
ses, and said, “Eldad and Medad are proph- 
esying in the camp.” 
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28So Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ as- 
sistant, one of his choice men, answered 
and said, “Moses my lord, ?forbid them!” 

29Then Moses said to him, “Are you zeal- 
ous for my sake? !Oh, that all the LORD’s 
people were prophets and that the LORD 
would put His Spirit upon them!” 29And 
Moses returned to the camp, he and the 
elders of Israel. 


The LorD Sends Quail 

31Now a wind went out from the LORD, 
and it brought quail from the sea and left 
them fluttering near the camp, about a 
day’s journey on this side and about a day’s 
journey on the other side, all around the 
camp, and about two cubits above the sur- 
face of the ground. 32And the people stayed 
up all that day, all night, and all the next 
day, and gathered the quail (he who gath- 
ered least gathered ten "homers); and they 
spread them out for themselves all around 
the camp. 33But while the °meat was still 
between their teeth, before it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was aroused against 
the people, and the LORD struck the people 
with avery great plague. 34So he called the 
name of that place Kibroth Hattaavah,* be- 
cause there they buried the people who had 
yielded to craving. 

35>From Kibroth Hattaavah the people 
moved to Hazeroth, and camped at Haze- 
roth. 


Dissension of Aaron and Miriam 
1 Then «Miriam and Aaron spoke 
bagainst Moses because of the Ethi- 
opian woman whom he had married; for 
che had married an Ethiopian woman. 2So 
they said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken 
only through ¢Moses? ¢Has He not spoken 
through us also?” And the LORD fheard it. 
3(Now the man Moses was very humble, 
more than all men who were on the face 
of the earth.) 
4sSuddenly the LorD said to Moses, Aar- 
on, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to 
the tabernacle of meeting!” So the three 
came out. 5?Then the LORD came down in 
the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of 


* 11:25 Targum and Vulgate read did not cease. 
* 11:34 Literally Graves of Craving 


11:26 Eldad... Medad. These two men prophesied, 
even though they had not joined the other elders at 
the tabernacle. They were not obedient, but neither 
were they presumptuous, and the Lord showed that 
He still wanted them as leaders. 

11:34 Kibroth Hattaavah. The place was called 
“Graves of Craving,” for the greedy people buried 
there. 

11:35 Hazeroth. This place of rest is called “Enclo- 
sures.” 

12:5 the LorD came down. The language of this verse 
is more directly physical than usual. God came down, 
stood, and then called Aaron and Miriam forward. 


God's presence had been in the camp, but this was 
apparently distinctly more direct. 
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the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Mir- 
iam. And they both went forward. ®Then 
He said, 


“Hear now My words: 
If there is a prophet among you, 
I, the LORD, make Myself known to 
him ‘in a vision; 
I speak to him jin a dream. 
7 Not so with FMy servant Moses; 
'He is faithful in all "My house. 
8 [speak with him "face to face, 
Even °plainly, and not in dark sayings; 
And he sees ?the form of the LORD. 
Why then ¢were you not afraid 
To speak against My servant Moses?” 


9So the anger of the LORD was aroused 
against them, and He departed. And 
when the cloud departed from above the 
tabernacle, "suddenly Miriam became 
sleprous, as white as snow. Then Aaron 
turned toward Miriam, and there she was, 
a leper. 11So Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my 
lord! Please ‘do not lay this sin on us, in 
which we have done foolishly and in which 
we have sinned. !2Please “do not let her be 
as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed 
when he comes out of his mother’s womb!” 

13S0 Moses cried out to the LORD, say- 
ing, “Please Vheal her, O God, I pray!” 

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “If her 
father had but spit in her face, would she 
not be shamed seven days? Let her be xshut 
out of the camp seven days, and afterward 
she may be received again.” 5ySo Miriam 
was shut out of the camp seven days, and 
the people did not journey till Miriam was 
brought in again. }6And afterward the peo- 
ple moved from 2Hazeroth and camped in 
the Wilderness of Paran. 


Spies Sent into Canaan 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2«“Send men to spy out the land of 
Canaan, which I am giving to the children 
of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers 
you shall send a man, every one a leader 
among them.” 
3So Moses sent them >from the Wilder- 
ness of Paran according to the command 
of the LORD, all of them men who were 
heads of the children of Israel. 4Now these 
were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, 
Shammua the son of Zaccur; 5from the 


tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; 
6cfrom the tribe of Judah, ¢Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh; 7from the tribe of Issachar, 
Igal the son of Joseph; 8from the tribe of 
Ephraim, Hoshea* the son of Nun; 9from 
the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Ra- 
phu; !°from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel 
the son of Sodi; 1!from the tribe of Joseph, 
that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gad- 
di the son of Susi; !2from the tribe of Dan, 
Ammiel the son of Gemalli; from the 
tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; 
M4from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son 
of Vophsi; from the tribe of Gad, Geuel 
the son of Machi. 

16These are the names of the men whom 
Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses 
called Hoshea* the son of Nun, Joshua. 

17Then Moses sent them to spy out the 
land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up 
this way into the South, and go up to ‘the 
mountains, !8and see what the land is like: 
whether the people who dwell in it are 
strong or weak, few or many; !8whether the 
land they dwell in is good or bad; whether 
the cities they inhabit are like camps or 
strongholds; 2°whether the land is rich or 
poor; and whether there are forests there 
or not. £Be of good courage. And bring 
some of the fruit of the land.” Now the time 
was the season of the first ripe grapes. 

21So they went up and spied out the 
land "from the Wilderness of Zin as far 
as ‘Rehob, near the entrance of ‘Hamath. 
22 And they went up through the South and 
came to ‘Hebron; Ahiman, Sheshai, and 
Talmai, the descendants of ‘Anak, were 
there. (Now Hebron was built seven years 
before Zoan in Egypt.) 22 Then they came 
to the Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down 
a branch with one cluster of grapes; they 
carried it between two of them on a pole. 
They also brought some of the pomegran- 
ates and figs. 24The place was called the 
Valley of Eshcol,* because of the cluster 
which the men of Israel cut down there. 
25And they returned from spying out the 
land after forty days. 

26Now they departed and came back to 
Moses and Aaron and all the congregation 
of the children of Israel in the Wilderness 


* 13:8 Septuagint and Vulgate read Oshea. 
* 13:16 Septuagint and Vulgate read Oshea. 
* 13:24 Literally Cluster 


12:8 face to face, even plainly. These verses speak 
of the completely intimate relationship that God had 
with Moses. 

12:16 the Wilderness of Paran. Paran had been the 
destination of the people since they set out from 
Mount Sinai. The journey had been marred by discon- 
tent, complaining, and rebellion. 

13:16 Joshua. Hoshea means “salvation.” Joshua 
means “the Lord saves.” Moses may have changed 
Joshua’s name to emphasize that it was the Lord, not 
any particular leader, that they were dependent on. 
Jesus is another form of the name Joshua. 


12:6/Gen. 46:2 /Gen.31:10 12:7 «Josh. 1:1 Heb. 3:2, 5 
™1Tim.1:12  12:8"Deut. 34:10 °[1 Cor. 13:12] P Ex. 
33:19-23 92 Pet.2:10 12:10'Deut. 24:9 52 Kin. 5:27; 15:5 
12:11 £2 Sam. 19:19; 24:10 12:124Ps.88:4 12:13”Ps. 
103:3. 12:14” Deut. 25:9 *Lev. 13:46 12:15¥Deut. 
24:9 12:162Num. 11:35; 33:17,18 13:29 Deut. 1:22; 
9:23 13:3 ®Num. 12:16; 32:8 13:6¢Num. 34:19 

4 Josh. 14:6,7  13:16°Ex.17:9 13:17 fJudg. 1:9 
13:209 Deut. 31:6, 7,23 13:21 Num. 20:1; 27:14; 33:36 
‘Josh. 19:28 /Josh. 13:5 13:22‘ Josh. 15:13, 14 Josh. 
11:21,22 13:23 Deut. 1:24, 25 


of Paran, at "Kadesh; they brought back 
word to them and to all the congregation, 
and showed them the fruit of the land. 
27Then they told him, and said: “We went 
to the land where you sent us. It truly flows 
with °milk and honey, vand this is its fruit. 
28Nevertheless the people who dwell in 
the land are strong; the cities are forti- 
fied and very large; moreover we saw the 
descendants of "Anak there. 29sThe Ama- 
lekites dwell in the land of the South; the 
Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites 
dwell in the mountains; and the Canaan- 
ites dwell by the sea and along the banks 
of the Jordan.” 

30Then ‘Caleb quieted the people before 
Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and 
take possession, for we are well able to 
overcome it.” 

3luBut the men who had gone up with 
him said, “We are not able to go up against 
the people, for they are stronger than we.” 
32vAnd they gave the children of Israel a 
bad report of the land which they had spied 
out, saying, “The land through which we 
have gone as spies is a land that devours its 
inhabitants, and “all the people whom we 
saw in it are men of great stature. 33There 
we saw the giants* (‘the descendants of 
Anak came from the giants); and we were 
ylike grasshoppers in our own sight, and so 
we were Zin their sight.” 


Israel Refuses to Enter Canaan 
1 So all the congregation lifted up their 
voices and cried, and the people «wept 

that night. 2/And all the children of Israel 
complained against Moses and Aaron, and 
the whole congregation said to them, “If 
only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if 
only we had died in this wilderness! 3Why 
has the LORD brought us to this land to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and ¢children 
should become victims? Would it not be 
better for us to return to Egypt?” 4So they 
said to one another, 4“Let us select a leader 
and ¢return to Egypt.” 

5Then Moses and Aaron fell on their fac- 
es before all the assembly of the congrega- 
tion of the children of Israel. 
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6But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, who were among 
those who had spied out the land, tore their 
clothes; 7and they spoke to all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel, saying: 
fThe land we passed through to spy out 
is an exceedingly good land. 8If the LORD 
£delights in us, then He will bring us into 
this land and give it to us, ’‘a land which 
flows with milk and honey.’* 9Only ido not 
rebel against the LORD, inor fear the people 
of the land, for *they are our bread; their 
protection has departed from them, 'and 
the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” 
10mAnd all the congregation said to 
stone them with stones. Now "the glory 
of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of 
meeting before all the children of Israel. 


Moses Intercedes for the People 

Then the LORD said to Moses: “How 
long will these people ereject Me? And 
how long will they not Pbelieve Me, with all 
the signs which I have performed among 
them? 12] will strike them with the pesti- 
lence and disinherit them, and I will make 
of you a nation greater and mightier than 
they.” 

13And "Moses said to the LorD: s“Then 
the Egyptians will hear it, for by Your 
might You brought these people up from 
among them, Mand they will tell it to the 
inhabitants of this land. They have theard 
that You, LORD, are among these people; 
that You, LORD, are seen face to face and 
Your cloud stands above them, and You go 
before them in a pillar of cloud by day and 
in a pillar of fire by night. 5Now if You kill 
these people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard of Your fame will speak, 
saying, !6‘Because the LORD was not “able 
to bring this people to the land which He 
swore to give them, therefore He killed 
them in the wilderness.’ !7And now, I pray, 
let the power of my Lord be great, just as 
You have spoken, saying, 18v’The LORD is 
longsuffering and abundant in mercy, for- 
giving iniquity and transgression; but He 


* 13:33 Hebrew nephilim * 14:8 Exodus 3:8 


13:27 flows with milk and honey. This phrase 
brought visions of pleasure and plenty to the Israel- 
ites. Canaan was a good land, a land with pasture for 
sheep and goats, with orchards and vineyards. The 
orchards and beekeeping went hand in hand, and 
thriving orchards meant honey. This was a land that 
was already developed and prospering. 

14:3 our wives and children should become vic- 
tims. Not only did the Israelites complain against 
Moses and Aaron, they dishonored God, saying that 
He would heartlessly bring them to a place where 
they would die along with their wives and children. 
14:11 How long. This chapter records perhaps the 
saddest and most far-reaching event in the history 
of Israel, surpassed only by the crucifixion of their 
own Messiah. The miracles performed in the Exodus 


did not convince the Israelites of God's trustworthi- 
ness, and the miracles of Christ did not convince the 
leaders of the day that He was the promised Messiah 
(Matt. 16:1—4). 
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160 @& Numbers 14:19 
by no means clears the guilty, “visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the 
third and fourth generation.’* 19*Pardon 
the iniquity of this people, I pray, yaccord- 
ing to the greatness of Your mercy, just 7as 
You have forgiven this people, from Egypt 
even until now.” 

20Then the LORD said: “I have pardoned, 
aaccording to your word; 2!but truly, as I 
live, ball the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the LORD— 22cbecause all these 
men who have seen My glory and the signs 
which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
and have put Me to the test now “these 
ten times, and have not heeded My voice, 
23they certainly shall not esee the land of 
which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any 
of those who rejected Me see it. 24But My 
servant fCaleb, because he has a different 
spirit in him and Shas followed Me fully, 
I will bring into the land where he went, 
and his descendants shall inherit it. 25Now 
the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell 
in the valley; tomorrow turn and "move 
out into the wilderness by the Way of the 
Red Sea.” 


Death Sentence on the Rebels 
26And the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, 27i“How long shall I bear 
with this evil congregation who com- 
plain against Me? ‘I have heard the com- 
plaints which the children of Israel make 
against Me. 28kSay to them, ‘As I live,’ says 
the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken in My 
hearing, so I will do to you: 29The carcass- 
es of you who have complained against Me 
shall fall in this wilderness, ‘all of you who 
were numbered, according to your entire 
number, from twenty years old and above. 
30mExcept for Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by 
no means enter the land which I swore I 
would make you dwell in. 3!"But your little 
ones, whom you said would be victims, I 
will bring in, and they shall know the land 
which °you have despised. 32But as for you, 
Pyour carcasses shall fall in this wilder- 
ness. 33And your sons shall ¢be shepherds 


in the wilderness "forty years, and sbear 
the brunt of your infidelity, until your car- 
casses are consumed in the wilderness. 
34t According to the number of the days in 
which you spied out the land, “forty days, 
for each day you shall bear your guilt one 
year, namely forty years, Yand you shall 
know My rejection. 35w] the LORD have spo- 
ken this. I will surely do so to all *this evil 
congregation who are gathered together 
against Me. In this wilderness they shall 
be consumed, and there they shall die.’” 

36Now the men whom Moses sent to spy 
out the land, who returned and made all 
the congregation complain against him by 
bringing a bad report of the land, 37those 
very men who brought the evil report 
about the land, ydied by the plague before 
the LorD. 382But Joshua the son of Nun 
and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained 
alive, of the men who went to spy out the 
land. 


A Futile Invasion Attempt 

39Then Moses told these words to all the 
children of Israel, «and the people mourned 
greatly. 40And they rose early in the morn- 
ing and went up to the top of the mountain, 
saying, >“Here we are, and we will go up to 
the place which the LORD has promised, for 
we have sinned!” 

41And Moses said, “Now why do you 
transgress the command of the LORD? For 
this will not succeed. 42-Do not go up, lest 
you be defeated by your enemies, for the 
LORD is not among you. 43For the Ama- 
lekites and the Canaanites are there be- 
fore you, and you shall fall by the sword; 
dbecause you have turned away from the 
LORD, the LORD will not be with you.” 

44eBut they presumed to go up to the 
mountaintop. Nevertheless, neither the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD nor Moses de- 
parted from the camp. 4*Then the Amale- 
kites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that 
mountain came down and attacked them, 
and drove them back as far as fHormah. 


* 14:18 Exodus 34:6, 7 


14:19 Pardon... 1 pray. This passage records the 
divine testing of Moses. God was not speaking lightly 
when He offered to smite the Israelites and start over 
with another group, new descendants from Moses. 
But Moses needed to know his own heart about the 
Israelites. As frustrating as they had been, they were 
still a living history of the mighty hand of God, and 
Moses did not want the story of their rescue to end 
with annihilation in the wilderness. Moses’ response 
was what God wanted to hear, and in passionately 
and humbly asking for their pardon, Moses had no 
room for bitterness toward the people who were so 
difficult to lead. 

14:23 they certainly shall not see the land. God 
pardoned those who turned against Him, but there 
was a price to pay. They would not see the land that 
they had complained was impossible to possess. 


There is often a lifelong consequence to sin, even 
with forgiveness. 

14:45 Hormah. The name of this place is very apt; it 
means “utter destruction.” 
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Laws of Grain and Drink Offerings 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
2a“Speak to the children of Israel, and 

say to them: ‘When you have come into the 
land you are to inhabit, which I am giving 
to you, and you »make an offering by fire 
to the LORD, a burnt offering or a sacrifice, 
cto fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering or 
din your appointed feasts, to make a sweet 
aroma to the LORD, from the herd or the 
flock, 4then fhe who presents his offering 
to the LORD shall bring 2a grain offering of 
one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
hwith one-fourth of a hin of oil; 5'and one- 
fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering 
you shall prepare with the burnt offering 
or the sacrifice, for each ‘lamb. 6*Or for a 
ram you shall prepare as a grain offering 
two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with one-third of a hin of oil; 7and as a 
drink offering you shall offer one-third of 
a hin of wine as a sweet aroma to the LORD. 
8And when you prepare a young bull as a 
burnt offering, or as a sacrifice to fulfill a 
vow, or as a 'peace offering to the LORD, 
Sthen shall be offered “with the young bull 
a grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah 
of fine flour mixed with half a hin of oil; 
10and you shall bring as the drink offering 
half a hin of wine as an offering made by 
fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD. 

ln‘Thus it shall be done for each young 
bull, for each ram, or for each lamb or 
young goat. !2According to the number that 
you prepare, so you shall do with everyone 
according to their number. All who are 
native-born shall do these things in this 
manner, in presenting an offering made by 
fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD. And if 
a stranger dwells with you, or whoever is 
among you throughout your generations, 
and would present an offering made by 
fire, a sweet aroma to the LORD, just as you 
do, so shall he do. 15eOne ordinance shall be 
for you of the assembly and for the stranger 
who dwells with you, an ordinance forever 
throughout your generations; as you are, so 
shall the stranger be before the LORD. !6One 
law and one custom shall be for you and for 
the stranger who dwells with you.’”* 

Again the LORD spoke to Moses, 


Numbers 15:29 @ 161 
saying, 18»“Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: ‘When you come into the 
land to which I bring you, !§then it will be, 
when you eat of “the bread of the land, that 
you shall offer up a heave offering to the 
LORD. 29rYou shall offer up a cake of the 
first of your ground meal as sa heave of- 
fering; as a heave offering of the threshing 
floor, so shall you offer it up. 2!Of the first 
of your ground meal you shall give to the 
LORD a heave offering throughout your 
generations. 


Laws Concerning Unintentional Sin 

22t‘Tf you sin unintentionally, and do not 
observe all these commandments which 
the LORD has spoken to Moses— 23all that 
the LORD has commanded you by the hand 
of Moses, from the day the LORD gave 
commandment and onward throughout 
your generations— 4then it will be, “if it 
is unintentionally committed, without the 
knowledge of the congregation, that the 
whole congregation shall offer one young 
bull as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma 
to the LORD, Ywith its grain offering and its 
drink offering, according to the ordinance, 
and wone kid of the goats as a sin offering. 
25xSo the priest shall make atonement for 
the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel, and it shall be forgiven them, for it 
was unintentional; they shall bring their 
offering, an offering made by fire to the 
LORD, and their sin offering before the 
LORD, for their unintended sin. 26It shall 
be forgiven the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel and the stranger who 
dwells among them, because all the people 
did it unintentionally. 

27‘And vif a person sins unintentionally, 
then he shall bring a female goat in its first 
year as a sin offering. 282So the priest shall 
make atonement for the person who sins 
unintentionally, when he sins unintention- 
ally before the LORD, to make atonement 
for him; and it shall be forgiven him. 
29a You shall have one law for him who sins 
unintentionally, for him who is native-born 
among the children of Israel and for the 
stranger who dwells among them. 


* 15:16 Compare Exodus 12:49 


15:2 When you have come into the land. These 
words may seem inappropriate following God’s pun- 
ishment for disobedience. But His overall purpose 
had not changed, and the children would enter the 
land the parents had rejected. 

15:5 wine. The wine was poured out on the altar 
in an accompaniment to the burnt offering. It was 
another way of giving freely back to God that which 
the worshiper valued. Paul refers to himself as being 
poured out like a drink offering (2 Tim. 4:6). There is 
a sense of being finished, emptied of himself, and 
physically spent, as he does his final work. In the 
same way, the wine was emptied for God; it was 
used up. It was not waved, nor was a portion saved 
for the priests. 


15:19-21 offer up a heave offering. By holding up 
the very first produce from a harvest, or the first cake 
made from the first grain of the season, the worshiper 
thanked God as the giver of all good gifts. 
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Law Concerning Presumptuous Sin 
30b‘But the person who does anything 
presumptuously, whether he is native- 
born or a stranger, that one brings re- 
proach on the LORD, and he shall be cut 
off from among his people. 3!Because he 
has ‘despised the word of the LORD, and 
has broken His commandment, that person 
shall be completely cut off; his guilt shall 
be upon him.’” 


Penalty for Violating the Sabbath 

32Now while the children of Israel were 
in the wilderness, ¢they found a man gath- 
ering sticks on the Sabbath day. 33And 
those who found him gathering sticks 
brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all 
the congregation. 34They put him eunder 
guard, because it had not been explained 
what should be done to him. 

35Then the LORD said to Moses, /“The 
man must surely be put to death; all the 
congregation shall sstone him with stones 
outside the camp.” 36So, as the LORD 
commanded Moses, all the congregation 
brought him outside the camp and stoned 
him with stones, and he died. 


Tassels on Garments 

37A gain the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 38“Speak to the children of Israel: Tell 
hthem to make tassels on the corners of 
their garments throughout their genera- 
tions, and to put a blue thread in the tassels 
of the corners. 39And you shall have the tas- 
sel, that you may look upon it and ‘remem- 
ber all the commandments of the LORD and 
do them, and that you imay not &follow the 
harlotry to which your own heart and your 
own eyes are inclined, 4°and that you may 
remember and do all My commandments, 
and be ‘holy for your God. 41I am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, to be your God: I am the LORD 
your God.” 


Rebellion Against Moses and Aaron 
1 Now ¢Korah the son of Izhar, the 
son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with 


bDathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and 
On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 
men; 2and they rose up before Moses with 
some of the children of Israel, two hundred 
and fifty leaders of the congregation, crep- 
resentatives of the congregation, men of 
renown. 34They gathered together against 
Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You 
take too much upon yourselves, for all the 
congregation is holy, every one of them, 
fand the LORD is among them. Why then 
do you exalt yourselves above the assem- 
bly of the LORD?” 

4So when Moses heard it, he £fell on his 
face; 5and he spoke to Korah and all his 
company, saying, “Tomorrow morning 
the LORD will show who is "His and who is 
iholy, and will cause him to icome near to 
Him. That one whom He chooses He will 
cause to come near to Him. ®Do this: Take 
censers, Korah and all your company; 7put 
fire in them and put incense in them before 
the LoRD tomorrow, and it shall be that the 
man whom the LORD chooses is the holy 
one. You take too much upon yourselves, 
you sons of Levi!” 

8Then Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, 
you sons of Levi: 9Is it 8a small thing to you 
that the God of Israel has 'separated you 
from the congregation of Israel, to bring 
you near to Himself, to do the work of the 
tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before 
the congregation to serve them; !9and that 
He has brought you near to Himself, you 
and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, 
with you? And are you seeking the priest- 
hood also? "Therefore you and all your 
company are gathered together against the 
LorD. ™And what is Aaron that you com- 
plain against him?” 

12And Moses sent to call Dathan and 
Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said, 
“We will not come up! !8Js it a small thing 
that you have brought us up out of "a land 
flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in 
the wilderness, that you should °keep act- 
ing like a prince over us? !4Moreover Pyou 
have not brought us into %a land flowing 
with milk and honey, nor given us inher- 
itance of fields and vineyards. Will you 


15:30-31 presumptuously. Moses spoke of unfaith- 
fulness when he reminded the people of their pre- 
sumption at Kadesh (Deut. 1:43). Their presumption 
was overstepping the limits of what God allowed, and 
doing it defiantly. If they had trusted God, they would 
have been happy to do things His way. Christians need 
to be on guard, lest they too be guilty of presumptu- 
ous sin. Consider the words of David, “Keep back Your 
servant also from presumptuous sins” (Ps. 19:13). 
15:39 follow the harlotry. A harlot is a prostitute. 
Prostitution of the heart is unfaithfulness to God, in 
the same way that prostitution is unfaithfulness to 
the sanctity of marriage. 

16:1 Korah. Korah was already set aside in a special 
position; he was a Levite. His sin was greater than 
jealousy of his cousins, the priests. He had set himself 
against God, and led others to do the same. 


16:1-3 they rose up. Churches, organizations, mar- 
riages, and homes can all be affected by complaining, 
by rebelling against those whom God has appointed 
to lead. Great blessing and joy and guidance come 
from turning such feelings over to God and obeying 
Him and those whom He has designated. 
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put out the eyes of these men? We will not 
come up!” 

15Then Moses was very angry, and said 
tothe LoRD, “Do not respect their offering. 
s] have not taken one donkey from them, 
nor have I hurt one of them.” 

16And Moses said to Korah, “Tomorrow, 
you and all your company be present tbe- 
fore the LORD—you and they, as well as 
Aaron. !7Let each take his censer and put 
incense in it, and each of you bring his cen- 
ser before the LORD, two hundred and fifty 
censers; both you and Aaron, each with his 
censer.” 18So every man took his censer, 
put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting with 
Moses and Aaron. !8And Korah gathered 
all the congregation against them at the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then 
uthe glory of the LORD appeared to all the 
congregation. 

20And the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, 21v“Separate yourselves 
from among this congregation, that I may 
wconsume them in a moment.” 

22Then they «fell on their faces, and said, 
“O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
shall one man sin, and You be angry with 
all the zcongregation?” 

23So the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
24“Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get 
away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram.’” 

25Then Moses rose and went to Dathan 
and Abiram, and the elders of Israel fol- 
lowed him. 26And he spoke to the con- 
gregation, saying, “Depart now from the 
tents of these wicked men! Touch nothing 
of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their 
sins.” 27So they got away from around the 
tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and 
Dathan and Abiram came out and stood 
at the door of their tents, with their wives, 
their sons, and their little children. 

28And Moses said: ““By this you shall 
know that the LORD has sent me to do all 
these works, for I have not done them 4of 
my own will. 29If these men die naturally 
like all men, or if they are evisited by the 
common fate of all men, then the LORD 
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has not sent me. 2°But if the LORD creates 
fa new thing, and the earth opens its mouth 
and swallows them up with all that belongs 
to them, and they £go down alive into the 
pit, then you will understand that these 
men have rejected the LORD.” 

31hNow it came to pass, as he finished 
speaking all these words, that the ground 
split apart under them, 32and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them up, 
with their households and ‘all the men with 
Korah, with all their goods. 33So they and 
all those with them went down alive into 
the pit; the earth closed over them, and 
they perished from among the assembly. 
34Then all Israel who were around them 
fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the 
earth swallow us up also!” 

35And Ja fire came out from the LORD 
and consumed the two hundred and fifty 
men who were offering incense. 

36Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 37“Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron the 
priest, to pick up the censers out of the 
blaze, for *they are holy, and scatter the 
fire some distance away. 38The censers of 
‘these men who sinned against their own 
souls, let them be made into hammered 
plates as a covering for the altar. Because 
they presented them before the LORD, 
therefore they are holy; ™and they shall 
be a sign to the children of Israel.” 39So 
Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, 
which those who were burned up had pre- 
sented, and they were hammered out as a 
covering on the altar, 4°to be a memorial to 
the children of Israel "that no outsider, who 
is not a descendant of Aaron, should come 
near to offer incense before the LORD, that 
he might not become like Korah and his 
companions, just as the LORD had said to 
him through Moses. 


Complaints of the People 

41On the next day °all the congregation 
of the children of Israel complained against 
Moses and Aaron, saying, “You have killed 
the people of the LORD.” 42Now it hap- 
pened, when the congregation had gath- 
ered against Moses and Aaron, that they 


16:24 Get away. The Lord was giving the people a 
chance to show to whom they really had allegiance: 
God, or Korah and his followers. 

16:32 all the men with Korah. The whole families of 
Dathan and Abiram were swallowed up, but some of 
Korah’s descendants did not follow him, and were not 
destroyed. Some of them contributed a considerable 
number of psalms (see Ps. 42). God is always merciful, 
even when dealing with the flagrant troublemakers. 
16:37 pick up the censers. Just as He spared the 
relatives of Korah who were not in rebellion, so, also, 
did He save the censers. They were holy because they 
had been dedicated to God, but they would not be 
used as incense burners again. 

16:41 complained against Moses and Aaron. 
Incredibly, even after watching the dramatic destruc- 
tion of the rebels, the congregation blamed the very 


leaders who had pleaded for the Lord to spare the 
rest of the congregation (v. 20). Obviously the people 
still strongly identified with Korah and his followers, 
and did not comprehend what they had just wit- 
nessed. Witnessing the destructiveness of sin does 
not always make people wake up and change their 
ways. 
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turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; 
and suddenly ’the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the LORD appeared. 48Then Moses 
and Aaron came before the tabernacle of 
meeting. 

44And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
45“Get away from among this congrega- 
tion, that I may consume them in a mo- 
ment.” 

And they fell on their faces. 

46So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a cen- 
ser and put fire in it from the altar, put 
incense onit, and take it quickly to the con- 
gregation and make atonement for them; 
afor wrath has gone out from the LORD. The 
plague has begun.” 47Then Aaron took it as 
Moses commanded, and ran into the midst 
of the assembly; and already the plague 
had begun among the people. So he put in 
the incense and made atonement for the 
people. 48And he stood between the dead 
and the living; "so the plague was stopped. 
49Now those who died in the plague were 
fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides 
those who died in the Korah incident. 59So 
Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting, for the plague had 
stopped. 


The Budding of Aaron’s Rod 
1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 
and get from them a rod from each father’s 
house, all their leaders according to their 
fathers’ houses—twelve rods. Write each 
man’s name on his rod. And you shall 
write Aaron’s name on the rod of Levi. For 
there shall be one rod for the head of each 
father’s house. 4Then you shall place them 
in the tabernacle of meeting before “the 
Testimony, where I meet with you. 5And 
it shall be that the rod of the man «whom I 
choose will blossom; thus I will rid Myself 
of the complaints of the children of Israel, 
dwhich they make against you.” 
6So Moses spoke to the children of Is- 
rael, and each of their leaders gave him 
a rod apiece, for each leader according to 
their fathers’ houses, twelve rods; and the 


rod of Aaron was among their rods. 7And 
Moses placed the rods before the LORD in 
ethe tabernacle of witness. 

8Now it came to pass on the next day 
that Moses went into the tabernacle of wit- 
ness, and behold, the ‘rod of Aaron, of the 
house of Levi, had sprouted and put forth 
buds, had produced blossoms and yielded 
ripe almonds. 9Then Moses brought out all 
the rods from before the LORD to all the 
children of Israel; and they looked, and 
each man took his rod. 

10And the LorD said to Moses, “Bring 
eAaron’s rod back before the Testimony, to 
be kept “as a sign against the rebels, ‘that 
you may put their complaints away from 
Me, lest they die.” !!Thus did Moses; just as 
the LORD had commanded him, so he did. 

12So0 the children of Israel spoke to Mo- 
ses, saying, “Surely we die, we perish, we 
all perish! 13iWhoever even comes near the 
tabernacle of the LORD must die. Shall we 
all utterly die?” 


Duties of Priests and Levites 
1 Then the LORD said to Aaron: “You 
and your sons and your father’s house 
with you shall >bear the iniquity related to 
the sanctuary, and you and your sons with 
you shall bear the iniquity associated with 
your priesthood. 2Also bring with you your 
brethren of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of 
your father, that they may be ¢joined with 
you and serve you while you and your 
sons are with you before the tabernacle of 
witness. They shall attend to your needs 
and eall the needs of the tabernacle; ‘but 
they shall not come near the articles of the 
sanctuary and the altar, slest they die— 
they and you also. 4They shall be joined 
with you and attend to the needs of the 
tabernacle of meeting, for all the work of 
the tabernacle; "but an outsider shall not 
come near you. 5And you shall attend to 
the duties of the sanctuary and ‘the duties 
of the altar, ithat there may be no more 
wrath on the children of Israel. Behold, I 
Myself have "taken your brethren the Le- 
vites from among the children of Israel; 


16:48 he stood between the dead and the living. 
Aaron stood between the living and the dead to stop 
the plague—just like the Savior, who stands in the 
gap between life and death. 

17:12 we perish. The Israelites were overshadowed 
by despondency. Aware of God's righteous judgments 
against their constant grumbling, they were gripped 
by fear. They knew they were guilty, they knew that 
God would punish them, and the warm light of peace 
had left their lives. When this happens, let us remem- 
ber that there is still one way back into the sunshine. 
Repentance leads to the happy experience of the 
remission of sins and peace with God (Luke 24:47). 
17:13 Shall we all utterly die? Finally the people 
realized that God had revealed His will through His 
miraculous actions among them. They suddenly saw 
their presumption and God's opinion of it. 


18:1 bear the iniquity related to the sanctu- 
ary... priesthood. The priests stood as interme- 
diaries between God and man. If the people had no 
advocate before the Lord, they would die in their 
offenses. The priests had a formidable responsibility, 
for if they did not do their job, the whole community 
suffered. 
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they are a gift to you, given by the LORD, 
to do the work of the tabernacle of meeting. 
7Therefore ™you and your sons with you 
shall attend to your priesthood for every- 
thing at the altar and "behind the veil; and 
you shall serve. I give your priesthood to 
you as a °gift for service, but the outsider 
who comes near shall be put to death.” 


Offerings for Support of the Priests 

8And the LORD spoke to Aaron: “Here, 
P] Myself have also given you charge of 
My heave offerings, all the holy gifts of the 
children of Israel; I have given them ¢as a 
portion to you and your sons, as an ordi- 
nance forever. 9This shall be yours of the 
most holy things reserved from the fire: ev- 
ery offering of theirs, every "grain offering 
and every ‘sin offering and every ‘trespass 
offering which they render to Me, shall be 
most holy for you and your sons. !In a 
most holy place you shall eat it; every male 
shall eat it. It shall be holy to you. 

“This also is yours: Ythe heave offering 
of their gift, with all the wave offerings of 
the children of Israel; I have given them 
to you, and your sons and daughters with 
you, as an ordinance forever. ~Everyone 
who is clean in your house may eat it. 

12x“A1] the best of the oil, all the best of 
the new wine and the grain, Ytheir first- 
fruits which they offer to the LORD, I have 
given them to you. 3 Whatever first ripe 
fruit is in their land, zwhich they bring to 
the LORD, shall be yours. Everyone who is 
clean in your house may eat it. 

14a“Fivery devoted thing in Israel shall 
be yours. 

“Everything that first opens >the 
womb of all flesh, which they bring to 
the LORD, whether man or beast, shall be 
yours; nevertheless the firstborn of man 
you shall surely redeem, and the first- 
born of unclean animals you shall redeem. 
16And those redeemed of the devoted 
things you shall redeem when one month 
old, daccording to your valuation, for five 
shekels of silver, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, which is etwenty gerahs. 
17fBut the firstborn of a cow, the firstborn 
of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat you 
shall not redeem; they are holy. ¢ You shall 
sprinkle their blood on the altar, and burn 
their fat as an offering made by fire fora 
sweet aroma to the LORD. !8And their flesh 
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shall be yours, just as the "wave breast and 
the right thigh are yours. 

19“Al] the heave offerings of the holy 
things, which the children of Israel offer to 
the LORD, I have given to you and your sons 
and daughters with you as an ordinance 
forever; ‘it is a covenant of salt forever be- 
fore the LORD with you and your descen- 
dants with you.” 

20Then the LORD said to Aaron: “You 
shall have ino inheritance in their land, nor 
shall you have any portion among them; 
kI am your portion and your inheritance 
among the children of Israel. 


Tithes for Support of the Levites 

21“Behold, 'I have given the children of 
Levi all the tithes in Israel as an inheri- 
tance in return for the work which they 
perform, "the work of the tabernacle of 
meeting. ?2"Hereafter the children of Is- 
rael shall not come near the tabernacle of 
meeting, °lest they bear sin and die. 23But 
the Levites shall perform the work of the 
tabernacle of meeting, and they shall bear 
their iniquity; it shall be a statute forever, 
throughout your generations, that among 
the children of Israel they shall have no in- 
heritance. 24For the tithes of the children of 
Israel, which they offer up as a heave offer- 
ing to the LORD, I have given to the Levites 
as an inheritance; therefore I have said to 
them, ‘Among the children of Israel they 
shall have no inheritance.’” 


The Tithe of the Levites 

25Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 26“Speak thus to the Levites, and say 
to them: ‘When you take from the children 
of Israel the tithes which I have given you 
from them as your inheritance, then you 
shall offer up a heave offering of it to the 
LORD, Ya tenth of the tithe. 27And your 
heave offering shall be reckoned to you as 
though it were the grain of the *threshing 
floor and as the fullness of the winepress. 
28Thus you shall also offer a heave offering 
to the LoRD from all your tithes which you 
receive from the children of Israel, and you 
shall give the LORD’s heave offering from 
it to Aaron the priest. 29Of all your gifts 
you shall offer up every heave offering due 
to the LORD, from all the best of them, the 
consecrated part of them.’ 3°Therefore you 
shall say to them: ‘When you have lifted 


18:19 as an ordinance forever. The priests lived off 
the produce of the land as God provided for them 
through the gifts of His people. Instead of inheriting 
land, God was their inheritance. They would be well 
supplied as long as the people were faithful, and 
this would be a good incentive to the priests to be 
responsible. 
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up the best of it, then the rest shall be ac- 
counted to the Levites as the produce of the 
threshing floor and as the produce of the 
winepress. 31 You may eat it in any place, 
you and your households, for it is "your 
reward for your work in the tabernacle of 
meeting. 32And you shall sbear no sin be- 
cause of it, when you have lifted up the best 
of it. But you shall not ‘profane the holy 
gifts of the children of Israel, lest you die.’” 


Laws of Purification 
19 Now the LorD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, saying, 2“This is the ordi- 
nance of the law which the LORD has com- 
manded, saying: ‘Speak to the children of 
Israel, that they bring you a red heifer with- 
out blemish, in which there is no «defect 
band on which a yoke has never come. ? You 
shall give it to Eleazar the priest, that he 
may take it coutside the camp, and it shall 
be slaughtered before him; 4and Eleazar 
the priest shall take some of its blood with 
his finger, and ¢sprinkle some of its blood 
seven times directly in front of the taber- 
nacle of meeting. 5Then the heifer shall be 
burned in his sight: ¢its hide, its flesh, its 
blood, and its offal shall be burned. 6And 
the priest shall take fcedar wood and shys- 
sop and scarlet, and cast them into the 
midst of the fire burning the heifer. 7” Then 
the priest shall wash his clothes, he shall 
bathe in water, and afterward he shall 
come into the camp; the priest shall be 
unclean until evening. 8And the one who 
burns it shall wash his clothes in water, 
bathe in water, and shall be unclean until 
evening. 9Then a man who is clean shall 
gather up ithe ashes of the heifer, and store 
them outside the camp in a clean place; and 
they shall be kept for the congregation of 
the children of Israel ifor the water of puri- 
fication;* it is for purifying from sin. "And 
the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer 
shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until 
evening. It shall be a statute forever to the 
children of Israel and to the stranger who 
dwells among them. 


Uk‘He who touches the dead body of any- 
one shall be unclean seven days. !2/He shall 
purify himself with the water on the third 
day and on the seventh day; then he will 
be clean. But if he does not purify himself 
on the third day and on the seventh day, he 
will not be clean. !3Whoever touches the 
body of anyone who has died, and does 
not purify himself, "defiles the tabernacle 
of the LORD. That person shall be cut off 
from Israel. He shall be unclean, because 
othe water of purification was not sprin- 
kled on him; Phis uncleanness is still on 
him. 

14This is the law when a man dies in 
a tent: All who come into the tent and all 
who are in the tent shall be unclean seven 
days; and every dopen vessel, which has 
no cover fastened on it, is unclean. 16"Who- 
ever in the open field touches one who is 
slain by a sword or who has died, or a bone 
of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven 
days. 

17‘And for an unclean person they shall 
take some of the sashes of the heifer burnt 
for purification from sin, and running wa- 
ter shall be put on them in a vessel. 1A 
clean person shall take thyssop and dip it 
in the water, sprinkle it on the tent, on all 
the vessels, on the persons who were there, 
or on the one who touched a bone, the slain, 
the dead, or a grave. 19The clean person 
shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day 
and on the seventh day; “and on the sev- 
enth day he shall purify himself, wash his 
clothes, and bathe in water; and at evening 
he shall be clean. 

20‘But the man who is unclean and does 
not purify himself, that person shall be cut 
off from among the assembly, because he 
has vdefiled the sanctuary of the LORD. 
The water of purification has not been 
sprinkled on him; he is unclean. 2!Jt shall 
be a perpetual statute for them. He who 
sprinkles the water of purification shall 
wash his clothes; and he who touches the 


*19:9 Literally impurity 


19:2 red heifer. The animal sacrificed for making the 
waters of purification was different than sacrifices for 
sins or thanksgivings. It was a female, not a male, its 
color was specified, it was killed outside the camp, 
and cedar and hyssop, used in purification ceremo- 
nies, were added to the burning heifer. 

19:9 the water of purification. |t is not that this 
water was “magic,” but it was prepared in obedience 
to God’s commands, and was an outward symbol of 
the inner work that God does to remove impurity. It 
is important to recognize that the rituals and celebra- 
tions were designed by God to create an awareness in 
His people of their spiritual needs, and ultimately to 
prepare them for Christ. All of the washings and sac- 
rifices were still powerless to change hearts. That is a 
spiritual work done by God alone. 

19:20 does not purify himself. The issues of unclean- 
ness were so serious that the one who applied the 
waters of purification became unclean also. Refusing 


to accept the need for cleansing was not just the act 
of an uncouth person who didn’t care about germs. 
Every time someone dies, it is a reminder that death 
came into the world through sin (Rom. 5:12-14). The 
ritual for cleansing was a way of addressing the fact 
that it was sin that made this happen: the world is 
not the way God created it to be, and humans are in 
continual need of being reconciled to their Creator. 
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water of purification shall be unclean until 
evening. 22~Whatever the unclean person 
touches shall be unclean; and «the per- 
son who touches it shall be unclean until 
evening.’” 


Moses’ Error at Kadesh 
2 Then¢ the children of Israel, the 
whole congregation, came into the 

Wilderness of Zin in the first month, and 
the people stayed in >Kadesh; and «Miriam 
died there and was buried there. 

2dNow there was no water for the con- 
gregation; eso they gathered together 
against Moses and Aaron. 3And the people 
feontended with Moses and spoke, saying: 
“If only we had died ¢when our brethren 
died before the LORD! 4hWhy have you 
brought up the assembly of the LoRD into 
this wilderness, that we and our animals 
should die here? 5And why have you made 
us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to 
this evil place? It is not a place of grain or 
figs or vines or pomegranates; nor is there 
any water to drink.” 6So Moses and Aaron 
went from the presence of the assembly to 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and 
ithey fell on their faces. And ithe glory of 
the LORD appeared to them. 

7Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
8k“Take the rod; you and your brother Aar- 
on gather the congregation together. Speak 
to the rock before their eyes, and it will 
yield its water; thus ‘you shall bring water 
for them out of the rock, and give drink to 
the congregation and their animals.” 9So 
Moses took the rod “from before the LORD 
as He commanded him. 

10And Moses and Aaron gathered the 
assembly together before the rock; and he 
said to them, "“Hear now, you rebels! Must 
we bring water for you out of this rock?” 
Then Moses lifted his hand and struck 
the rock twice with his rod; °and water 
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came out abundantly, and the congrega- 
tion and their animals drank. 

122Then the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron, “Because Pyou did not believe Me, 
to thallow Me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this 
assembly into the land which I have given 
them.” 

13rThis was the water of Meribah,* be- 
cause the children of Israel contended with 
the LORD, and He was hallowed amongthem. 


Passage Through Edom Refused 

lM4sNow Moses sent messengers from 
Kadesh to the king of ‘Edom. ““Thus says 
your brother Israel: ‘You know all the 
hardship that has befallen us, 5vhow our 
fathers went down to Egypt, wand we dwelt 
in Egypt a long time, xand the Egyptians 
afflicted us and our fathers. 16yWhen we 
cried out to the LORD, He heard our voice 
and 2sent the Angel and brought us up out 
of Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh, a 
city on the edge of your border. !7Please 
ajet us pass through your country. We will 
not pass through fields or vineyards, nor 
will we drink water from wells; we will go 
along the King’s Highway; we will not turn 
aside to the right hand or to the left until we 
have passed through your territory.’” 

18Then Edom said to him, “You shall 
not pass through my land, lest I come out 
against you with the sword.” 

19So the children of Israel said to him, 
“We will go by the Highway, and if I or my 
livestock drink any of your water, ‘then I 
will pay for it; let me only pass through on 
foot, nothing more.” 

20Then he said, 4“You shall not pass 
through.” So Edom came out against them 
with many men and with a strong hand. 


* 20:13 Literally Contention 


20:1 in the first month. No year is associated with 
this month; most likely it is the fortieth year, the end 
of the sojourn in the wilderness. 

20:2 no water. Having no water was the subject of 
the first crisis that the Israelites had on their journey 
out of Egypt (Ex. 17). The same problem, forty years 
later, provokes the same ingratitude and anger from 
the people. 

20:11 struck the rock twice. The first time God 
brought water from the rock, He asked Moses to 
strike it. This time He asked Moses to speak to it. In his 
anger at the Israelites’ attitude, Moses spoke roughly 
to the Israelites and struck the rock. Even Moses could 
mess things up by responding in anger. 
20:11,23-24 because you rebelled. Up to this point, 
Moses’ obedience had been impeccable. It may seem 
that his anger was so understandable that God was 
overly harsh in His discipline of Moses. But Moses was 
the only representative of God to the people. It was 
only with Moses that God had spoken face to face, 
and Moses had a grave responsibility to only com- 
municate what God actually said. Moses’ attitude 
was displeasing to God, and his actions went beyond 


what God had directed. Anger and presumption are 
still two quick ways to break our fellowship with God. 
20:13 Meribah. This is the same name that was given 
40 years earlier to the location of the first water crisis 
(Ex. 17:7). The word means “contention.” 

20:14 your brother Israel. The Edomites were 
descendants of Jacob's brother Esau. Because of this 
relationship, Moses had a special basis of appeal, and 
for the same reason, the Israelites were not to fight 
the Edomites. 
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21Thus Edom ¢refused to give Israel pas- 
sage through his territory; so Israel ‘turned 
away from him. 


Death of Aaron 

22Now the children of Israel, the whole 
congregation, journeyed from *Kadesh 
hand came to Mount Hor. 23And the LORD 
spoke to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor 
by the border of the land of Edom, saying: 
24“Aaron shall be ‘gathered to his people, 
for he shall not enter the land which I have 
given to the children of Israel, because 
you rebelled against My word at the wa- 
ter of Meribah. 25/Take Aaron and Eleazar 
his son, and bring them up to Mount Hor; 
26and strip Aaron of his garments and put 
them on Eleazar his son; for Aaron shall be 
gathered to his people and die there.” 27So 
Moses did just as the LORD commanded, 
and they went up to Mount Hor in the sight 
of all the congregation. 28kMoses stripped 
Aaron of his garments and put them on 
Eleazar his son; and ‘Aaron died there on 
the top of the mountain. Then Moses and 
Eleazar came down from the mountain. 
29Now when all the congregation saw that 
Aaron was dead, all the house of Israel 
mourned for Aaron thirty days. 


Canaanites Defeated at Hormah 
2 The «king of Arad, the Canaanite, 
who dwelt in the South, heard that 
Israel was coming on the road to Atharim. 
Then he fought against Israel and took 
some of them prisoners. 25So Israel made a 
vow to the LORD, and said, “If You will in- 
deed deliver this people into my hand, then 
c] will utterly destroy their cities.” 3And the 
LORD listened to the voice of Israel and de- 
livered up the Canaanites, and they utter- 
ly destroyed them and their cities. So the 
name of that place was called Hormah.* 


The Bronze Serpent 

4Then they journeyed from Mount Hor 
by the Way of the Red Sea, to ¢go0 around 
the land of Edom; and the soul of the people 
became very discouraged on the way. 5And 
the people ¢spoke against God and against 
Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is 
no food and no water, and our soul loathes 


this worthless bread.” ®So ‘the LORD sent 
sfiery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and many of the people of 
Israel died. 

7™Therefore the people came to Moses, 
and said, “We have ‘sinned, for we have spo- 
ken against the LorD and against you; pray 
to the LORD that He take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 

8Then the LORD said to Moses, *“Make 
a /fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it 
shall be that everyone who is bitten, when 
he looks at it, shall live.” 9So ™Moses made a 
bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so 
it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when 
he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. 


From Mount Hor to Moab 

10Now the children of Israel moved on 
and "camped in Oboth. !!And they jour- 
neyed from Oboth and camped at Ije 
Abarim, in the wilderness which is east of 
Moab, toward the sunrise. !20From there 
they moved and camped in the Valley 
of Zered. 3From there they moved and 
camped on the other side of the Arnon, 
which is in the wilderness that extends 
from the border of the Amorites; for >the 
Arnon is the border of Moab, between 
Moab and the Amorites. 4Therefore it is 
said in the Book of the Wars of the LORD: 


“Waheb in Suphah,* 
The brooks of the Arnon, 
15 And the slope of the brooks 
That reaches to the dwelling of ¢Ar, 
And lies on the border of Moab.” 


16From there they went "to Beer, which 
is the well where the LORD said to Moses, 
“Gather the people together, and I will give 
them water.” !7Then Israel sang this song: 


s“Spring up, O well! 
All of you sing to it— 
18 The well the leaders sank, 
Dug by the nation’s nobles, 
By the tlawgiver, with their staves.” 


And from the wilderness they went to 
Mattanah, !%from Mattanah to Nahaliel, 


* 21:3 Literally Utter Destruction * 21:14 Ancient 
unknown places; Vulgate reads What He did in 
the Red Sea. 


21:5 loathes this worthless bread. As the psalmist 
later observed, “How often they provoked Him in 
the wilderness, and grieved Him in the desert!” (Ps. 
78:40). In their contempt of the food, the people were 
actually spurning God who had given them this food. 
It is a sharp reminder to believers to do all things 
without grumbling (Phil. 2:14) so the glory of the Lord 
will be evident to those who are watching. 

21:8 fiery serpent... when he looks at it, shall live. 
Jesus pointed to this stunning image in His dialogue 
with Nicodemus (John 3:14-15). Jesus was nailed to 
the cross, and those who look at it—who realize, “the 
cross is the price for my sins”—will receive eternal 
life. Each Israelite who looked at the bronze snake 


knew that the snake bites were the penalty for his 
own sinful attitudes. In both cases, only God has the 
cure. 
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from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 2%and from Ba- 
moth, in the valley that is in the country 
of Moab, to the top of Pisgah which looks 
udown on the wasteland.* 


King Sihon Defeated 

21Then vIsrael sent messengers to Sihon 
king of the Amorites, saying, 22~“Let me 
pass through your land. We will not turn 
aside into fields or vineyards; we will not 
drink water from wells. We will go by 
the King’s Highway until we have passed 
through your territory.” 23xBut Sihon 
would not allow Israel to pass through his 
territory. So Sihon gathered all his peo- 
ple together and went out against Israel 
in the wilderness, yand he came to Jahaz 
and fought against Israel. 24Then zIsrael 
defeated him with the edge of the sword, 
and took possession of his land from the 
Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the people 
of Ammon; for the border of the people 
of Ammon was fortified. 25So Israel took 
all these cities, and Israel “dwelt in all the 
cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon and in 
all its villages. 26For Heshbon was the city 
of Sihon king of the Amorites, who had 
fought against the former king of Moab, 
and had taken all his land from his hand 
as far as the Arnon. 27Therefore those who 
speak in proverbs say: 


“Come to Heshbon, let it be built; 
Let the city of Sihon be repaired. 


28 “For >fire went out from Heshbon, 

A flame from the city of Sihon; 

It consumed ¢Ar of Moab, 

The lords of the “heights of the Arnon. 
29 Woe to you, “Moab! 

You have perished, O people of 

fChemosh! 

He has given his gsons as fugitives, 

And his "daughters into captivity, 

To Sihon king of the Amorites. 


30 “But we have shot at them; 
Heshbon has perished ‘as far as Dibon. 
Then we laid waste as far as Nophah, 
Which reaches to iMedeba.” 


Numbers 22:7. @ 169 

31Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the 
Amorites. 32Then Moses sent to spy out 
kJazer; and they took its villages and drove 
out the Amorites who were there. 


King Og Defeated 

331And they turned and went up by the 
way to "Bashan. So Og king of Bashan 
went out against them, he and all his peo- 
ple, to battle "at Edrei. 34Then the LORD 
said to Moses, °“Do not fear him, for I have 
delivered him into your hand, with all his 
people and his land; and Pyou shall do to 
him as you did to Sihon king of the Am- 
orites, who dwelt at Heshbon.” 354So they 
defeated him, his sons, and all his people, 
until there was no survivor left him; and 
they took possession of his land. 


Balak Sends for Balaam 
2 Then ¢the children of Israel moved, 
and camped in the plains of Moab on 
the side of the Jordan across from Jericho. 
2Now >Balak the son of Zippor saw all 
that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3And 
cMoab was exceedingly afraid of the peo- 
ple because they were many, and Moab 
was sick with dread because of the chil- 
dren of Israel. 4So Moab said to ¢the elders 
of Midian, “Now this company will lick up 
everything around us, as an ox licks up 
the grass of the field.” And Balak the son 
of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that 
time. 5Then ehe sent messengers to Balaam 
the son of Beor at ‘Pethor, which is near the 
River* in the land of the sons of his people,* 
to call him, saying: “Look, a people has 
come from Egypt. See, they cover the face 
of the earth, and are settling next to me! 
6sTherefore please come at once, "curse 
this people for me, for they are too mighty 
for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat 
them and drive them out of the land, for 
I know that he whom you bless is blessed, 
and he whom you curse is cursed.” 
7So the elders of Moab and the elders of 


*21:20 Hebrew Jeshimon * 22:5 That is, the 
Euphrates ¢ Or the people of Amau 


21:21 king of the Amorites. The Amorites were one 
of the peoples that God had commissioned Israel to 
destroy (Ex. 33:2; 34:11). 

21:21-24 Saying No to God—A stubborn “no” to 
an innocent and reasonable request can produce a 
counter-reaction. It is not that it is wrong to ever say 
“no,” but the key fault on the part of the Amorites 
was a hard-hearted refusal to consider a request that 
would cost them nothing to grant. With God’s wis- 
dom, we need to consider our words carefully, and “if 
it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peace- 
ably with all men” (Rom. 12:18). 

21:27-32 people of Chemosh. This song begins with 
a recital of the earlier victory of the Amorites over the 
people of Moab and their god Chemosh. After defeat- 
ing Sihon and the Amorites, Israel became a formida- 
ble threat to Moab. The Amorites were pointing out 
that the Moabites’ god did not help them. Now that 


the Amorites had been defeated, it was clear that the 
God of Israel was greater than the gods of both the 
Moabites and the Amorites. 

22:5 Balaam. Balak hired Balaam to destroy Israel by 
spiritual means. He thought that Balaam could cause 
Israel’s “gods” to stop protecting them. 

22:6 he whom you curse is cursed. The reality is that 
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Midian departed with the ‘diviner’s fee in 
their hand, and they came to Balaam and 
spoke to him the words of Balak. 8And he 
said to them, /“Lodge here tonight, and I 
will bring back word to you, as the LORD 
speaks to me.” So the princes of Moab 
stayed with Balaam. 

9kThen God came to Balaam and said, 
“Who are these men with you?” 

10So Balaam said to God, “Balak the son 
of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, 
saying, ‘Look, a people has come out of 
Egypt, and they cover the face of the earth. 
Come now, curse them for me; perhaps I 
shall be able to overpower them and drive 
them out.’” 

l22And God said to Balaam, “You shall 
not go with them; you shall not curse the 
people, for 'they are blessed.” 

13So Balaam rose in the morning and 
said to the princes of Balak, “Go back to 
your land, for the LORD has refused to give 
me permission to go with you.” 

144And the princes of Moab rose and 
went to Balak, and said, “Balaam refuses 
to come with us.” 

1IsThen Balak again sent princes, more 
numerous and more honorable than they. 
16And they came to Balaam and said to 
him, “Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: 
‘Please let nothing hinder you from com- 
ing to me; !7for I will certainly "honor you 
greatly, and I will do whatever you say to 
me. "Therefore please come, curse this 
people for me.’” 

18Then Balaam answered and said to the 
servants of Balak, °“Though Balak were to 
give me his house full of silver and gold, PI 
could not go beyond the word of the LORD 
my God, to do less or more. !9Now there- 
fore, please, you also “stay here tonight, 
that I may know what more the LoRD will 
say to me.” 

20rAnd God came to Balaam at night and 
said to him, “If the men come to call you, 


rise and go with them; but sonly the word 
which I speak to you—that you shall do.” 
21So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and went with the princes of 
Moab. 


Balaam, the Donkey, and the Angel 

22Then God’s anger was aroused be- 
cause he went, tand the Angel of the LORD 
took His stand in the way as an adversary 
against him. And he was riding on his don- 
key, and his two servants were with him. 
23Now “the donkey saw the Angel of the 
LORD standing in the way with His drawn 
sword in His hand, and the donkey turned 
aside out of the way and went into the field. 
So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her 
back onto the road. 24Then the Angel of 
the LORD stood in a narrow path between 
the vineyards, with a wall on this side and 
a wall on that side. 25And when the don- 
key saw the Angel of the LORD, she pushed 
herself against the wall and crushed Ba- 
laam’s foot against the wall; so he struck 
her again. 26Then the Angel of the LORD 
went further, and stood in a narrow place 
where there was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left. 27And when 
the donkey saw the Angel of the LORD, she 
lay down under Balaam; so Balaam’s an- 
ger was aroused, and he struck the donkey 
with his staff. 

28Then the LORD vopened the mouth of 
the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What 
have I done to you, that you have struck me 
these three times?” 

29And Balaam said to the donkey, “Be- 
cause you have abused me. I wish there 
were a sword in my hand, for now I would 
kill you!” 

30xSo the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I 
not your donkey on which you have ridden, 
ever since I became yours, to this day? Was 
I ever disposed to do this to you?” 

And he said, “No.” 


God's blessing on Israel could not be tampered with. 
It is important to remember that the Creator God is 
the source of all blessing and that no evil can stand 
against God's blessing and protection. 

22:8 as the LorD speaks to me. Balaam speaks of the 
Lord as if he were intimate with Him. No doubt he had 
heard of the Lord, and no doubt the Lord did give him 
the words to say when Balaam looked at the Israel- 
ites. But Balaam did not give the Lord God any greater 
place in his own life than he gave to pagan gods, as is 
evidenced by his subsequent actions. 

22:18 the LorD my God. This is not a confession of 
faith on Balaam’s part, but a bold and false claim to be 
a medium of Israel's “god.” Balaam was motivated by 
greed, not by a desire to please the Lord (2 Pet. 2:15; 
Jude 11). 

22:22 God’s anger was aroused because he went. 
God had given Balaam permission to go, after he 
asked the second time, and yet God was angry. This 
is a little puzzling, but if we remember that God is 
not whimsical, it makes sense. God had already told 
Balaam “no,” and when Balak’s leaders came to him 


again, Balaam came to God again, saying in essence, 
“but now there is a lot of money and power available, 
so let me run this by You again... .” He was treating 
the Lord as if He were any little demon god, who is 
appealed to by money and divination rituals. Balaam 
did not comprehend that he was dealing with the 
real, powerful, awesome, and almighty God, until 
he encountered the angel with his drawn sword. 
God had a plan, and He was going to use Balaam to 
sabotage Balak’s plans in a way that would definitely 
communicate to Balak exactly who the Israelites’ God 
was, and what His plan was for His people. But Balaam 
needed to understand that it was the Lord who was in 
charge, not Balaam and his divination methods. 
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31Then the LORD Yopened Balaam’s eyes, 
and he saw the Angel of the LORD standing 
in the way with His drawn sword in His 
hand; and he bowed his head and fell flat 
on his face. 32And the Angel of the LORD 
said to him, “Why have you struck your 
donkey these three times? Behold, I have 
come out to stand against you, because 
your way is 2perverse before Me. 33The 
donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me 
these three times. If she had not turned 
aside from Me, surely I would also have 
killed you by now, and let her live.” 

34And Balaam said to the Angel of the 
LORD, @“I have sinned, for I did not know 
You stood in the way against me. Now 
therefore, if it displeases You, I will turn 
back.” 

35Then the Angel of the LORD said to Ba- 
laam, “Go with the men, ?but only the word 
that I speak to you, that you shall speak.” 
So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 

36Now when Balak heard that Balaam 
was coming, che went out to meet him at 
the city of Moab, ¢4which is on the border at 
the Arnon, the boundary of the territory. 
37Then Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not 
earnestly send to you, calling for you? Why 
did you not come to me? Am I not able eto 
honor you?” 

38And Balaam said to Balak, “Look, I 
have come to you! Now, have I any power 
at all to say anything? fThe word that God 
puts in my mouth, that I must speak.” 39So 
Balaam went with Balak, and they came to 
Kirjath Huzoth. 4°Then Balak offered oxen 
and sheep, and he sent some to Balaam and 
to the princes who were with him. 


Balaam’s First Prophecy 

41So it was, the next day, that Balak took 
Balaam and brought him up to the shigh 
places of Baal, that from there he might 
observe the extent of the people. 
2 Then Balaam said to Balak, ¢“Build 

seven altars for me here, and prepare 

for me here seven bulls and seven rams.” 

2And Balak did just as Balaam had spo- 
ken, and Balak and Balaam Poffered a bull 
and a ram on each altar. 3Then Balaam 
said to Balak, ¢“Stand by your burnt offer- 
ing, and I will go; perhaps the LORD will 
come “to meet me, and whatever He shows 
me I will tell you.” So he went to a desolate 
height. 4¢And God met Balaam, and he said 
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to Him, “I have prepared the seven altars, 
and I have offered on each altar a bull and 
aram.” 

5Then the LORD fput a word in Balaam’s 
mouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and 
thus you shall speak.” 6So he returned to 
him, and there he was, standing by his 
burnt offering, he and all the princes of 
Moab. 

7And he £took up his oracle and said: 


“Balak the king of Moab has brought 
me from Aram, 
From the mountains of the east. 
h‘Come, curse Jacob for me, 
And come, ‘denounce Israel!’ 


8 “Howi shall I curse whom God has not 
cursed? 
And how shall I denounce whom the 
LORD has not denounced? 

9 For from the top of the rocks I see him, 
And from the hills I behold him; 
There! kA people dwelling alone, 

'Not reckoning itself among the 
nations. 


10 “Who” can count the dust* of Jacob, 
Or number one-fourth of Israel? 
Let me die "the death of the righteous, 
And let my end be like his!” 


UThen Balak said to Balaam, “What 
have you done to me? °I took you to curse 
my enemies, and look, you have blessed 
them bountifully!” 

12So0 he answered and said, »“Must I not 
take heed to speak what the LORD has put 
in my mouth?” 


Balaam’s Second Prophecy 

183Then Balak said to him, “Please come 
with me to another place from which you 
may see them; you shall see only the out- 
er part of them, and shall not see them all; 
curse them for me from there.” !4So he 
brought him to the field of Zophim, to the 
top of Pisgah, ¢and built seven altars, and 
offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 

15And he said to Balak, “Stand here by 
your burnt offering while I meet* the LORD 
over there.” 

16Then the LORD met Balaam, and "put 


*23:10 Or dust cloud *23:15 Following Maso- 
retic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Syriac reads call; 
Septuagint reads go and ask God. 


23:5 the LorD put a word in Balaam’s mouth. Even 
though Balaam was not a true servant of God, the 
words that Balaam spoke were truly God’s blessing. 
23:7-10 took up his oracle. The words that Balaam 
spoke, however unwillingly, certainly affirmed God’s 
providence for the nation Israel. It is curious how the 
Lord used a mercenary and devious diviner to clearly 
speak the blessing on Israel, but that too was a part 
of God’s providence. Balaam was claiming to speak 
for the Lord; the Lord would make sure that Balaam 
indeed spoke for Him. 
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a word in his mouth, and said, “Go back 
to Balak, and thus you shall speak.” !17So 
he came to him, and there he was, stand- 
ing by his burnt offering, and the princes 
of Moab were with him. And Balak said to 
him, “What has the LORD spoken?” 

18Then he took up his oracle and said: 


s“Rise up, Balak, and hear! 
Listen to me, son of Zippor! 


19 “Godt is not a man, that He should lie, 
Nor a son of man, that He should 
repent. 
Has He said, and will He not do? 
Or has He spoken, and will He not 
make it good? 
20 Behold, I have received a command to 
bless; 
vHe has blessed, and I cannot 
reverse it. 


21 “Hew has not observed iniquity in 
Jacob, 
Nor has He seen wickedness in Israel. 
The LorD his God is with him, 
xAnd the shout of a King is among 
them. 
22 yGod brings them out of Egypt; 
He has 2strength like a wild ox. 


23 “For there is no sorcery against Jacob, 
Nor any divination against Israel. 
It now must be said of Jacob 
And of Israel, ‘Oh, «what God has 
done!’ 
24 Look, a people rises like a lioness, 
And lifts itself up like a lion; 
cIt shall not lie down until it devours 
the prey, 
And drinks the blood of the slain.” 


25Then Balak said to Balaam, “Neither 
curse them at all, nor bless them at all!” 

26So Balaam answered and said to Ba- 
lak, “Did I not tell you, saying, 4‘All that the 
LORD speaks, that I must do’?” 


Balaam’s Third Prophecy 
27Then Balak said to Balaam, “Please 
come, I will take you to another place; per- 
haps it will please God that you may curse 
them for me from there.” 28So Balak took 
Balaam to the top of Peor, that eoverlooks 
the wasteland.* 29Then Balaam said to Ba- 
lak, “Build for me here seven altars, and 
prepare for me here seven bulls and sev- 
en rams.” 30And Balak did as Balaam had 
said, and offered a bull and a ram on every 
altar. 
2 4 Now when Balaam saw that it pleased 
the LorD to bless Israel, he did not go 


as at “other times, to seek to use sorcery, 
but he set his face toward the wilderness. 
2And Balaam raised his eyes, and saw Is- 
rael bencamped according to their tribes; 
and cthe Spirit of God came upon him. 
3dThen he took up his oracle and said: 


“The utterance of Balaam the son of 
Beor, 
The utterance of the man whose eyes 
are opened, 
4 The utterance of him who hears the 
words of God, 
Who sees the vision of the Almighty, 
Who éfalls down, with eyes wide 
open: 


5 “How lovely are your tents, O Jacob! 
Your dwellings, O Israel! 

6 Like valleys that stretch out, 
fLike gardens by the riverside, 
Like aloes “planted by the LORD, 
Like cedars beside the waters. 

7 Heshall pour water from his buckets, 
And his seed shall be "in many 

waters. 


“His king shall be higher than ‘Agag, 
And his ‘kingdom shall be exalted. 


8 “Godk brings him out of Egypt; 
He has strength like a wild ox; 
He shall ‘consume the nations, his 
enemies; 
He shall ™break their bones 
And "pierce them with his arrows. 
9 ‘Hee bows down, he lies down as a lion; 
And as a lion, who shall rouse him?’* 


p“Blessed is he who blesses you, 
And cursed is he who curses you.” 


10Then Balak’s anger was aroused 
against Balaam, and he 4struck his hands 
together; and Balak said to Balaam, “I 
called you to curse my enemies, and look, 
you have bountifully blessed them these 
three times! Now therefore, flee to your 
place. ‘I said I would greatly honor you, but 
in fact, the LORD has kept you back from 
honor.” 

122S0 Balaam said to Balak, “Did I not 
also speak to your messengers whom you 
sent to me, saying, !3‘If Balak were to give 
me his house full of silver and gold, I could 
not go beyond the word of the LORD, to 
do good or bad of my own will. What the 
LORD says, that I must speak’? 4And now, 
indeed, I am going to my people. Come, ‘I 
will advise you what this people will do to 
your people in the “latter days.” 


* 23:28 Hebrew Jeshimon *24:9 Genesis 49:9 
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Balaam’s Fourth Prophecy 
15So he took up his oracle and said: 


“The utterance of Balaam the son of 
Beor, 
And the utterance of the man whose 
eyes are opened; 
16 The utterance of him who hears the 
words of God, 
And has the knowledge of the Most 
High, 
Who sees the vision of the Almighty, 
Who falls down, with eyes wide open: 


17 “Tv see Him, but not now; 
I behold Him, but not near; 
wA Star shall come out of Jacob; 
xA Scepter shall rise out of Israel, 
And batter the brow of Moab, 
And destroy all the sons of tumult.* 


18 “And YEdom shall be a possession; 
Seir also, his enemies, shall be a 
possession, 
While Israel does valiantly. 
19 zOut of Jacob One shall have dominion, 
And destroy the remains of the city.” 


20Then he looked on Amalek, and he 
took up his oracle and said: 


“Amalek was first among the nations, 
But shall be last until he perishes.” 


21Then he looked on the Kenites, and he 
took up his oracle and said: 


“Firm is your dwelling place, 
And your nest is set in the rock; 
22 Nevertheless Kain shall be burned. 
How long until Asshur carries you 
away captive?” 


23Then he took up his oracle and said: 
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“Alas! Who shall live when God does 
this? 
24 But ships shall come from the coasts 
of ¢Cyprus,* 
And they shall afflict Asshur and 
afflict Eber, 
And so shall Amalek,* until he 
perishes.” 


25So Balaam rose and departed and ¢re- 
turned to his place; Balak also went his 
way. 


Israel's Harlotry in Moab 
25 Now Israel remained in “Acacia 
Grove,* and the »people began to 

commit harlotry with the women of Moab. 
2cThey invited the people to “the sacrific- 
es of their gods, and the people ate and 
ebowed down to their gods. 3So Israel was 
joined to Baal of Peor, and fthe anger of the 
LORD was aroused against Israel. 

4Then the LORD said to Moses, “Take 
all the leaders of the people and hang the 
offenders before the LORD, out in the sun, 
hthat the fierce anger of the LORD may turn 
away from Israel.” 

5So Moses said to ‘the judges of Israel, 
i“Every one of you kill his men who were 
joined to Baal of Peor.” 

6And indeed, one of the children of Is- 
rael came and presented to his brethren 
a Midianite woman in the sight of Moses 
and in the sight of all the congregation of 
the children of Israel, ?}who were weeping 
at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 


* 24:17 Hebrew Sheth (compare Jeremiah 48:45) 
* 24:24 Hebrew Kittim Literally he or that one 
* 25:1 Hebrew Shittim 


24:17-19 | see him, but not now:... a Star shall 
come out of Jacob. This poetic language clearly 
refers to the Messiah. The pagan Balaam had a vision 
of the coming of the Hebrew Messiah, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was visible from afar, He was like a star, 
radiant and beautiful. And He is the victor over His 
enemies, including Moab—the nation that hired 
Balaam to curse Israel. 

24:19 dominion. At this point Balaam should have 
repented of his involvement with Balak. It was clear 
that the Lord God was in control, not Balaam, and 
that the Lord’s curses were not for hire. This should 
be a great encouragement to believers in our day, 
because we can trust in a God who has promised to 
bless those who trust in Him. Our God will not change 
His mind and forget those who have put their faith 
in Him. 

24:22 until Asshur carries you away captive. 
Asshur is Assyria. This nation did take the rebellious 
Northern Kingdom of Israel captive in 772 B.c. 
25:1-3 commit harlotry. Right on the edge of the 
Promised Land the Israelites had shown unfaithful- 
ness to God again. It was not just that they had illicit 
sex with women outside their nation. They had par- 
ticipated in the licentious worship of the Baal of Peor. 
Worshiping idols on the side is not just a little slip, like 
eating between meals. They had enough information 


to know how seriously offended God would be, and 
they just did not care. Such behavior is always lik- 
ened to adultery, and this was something that God 
rebuked His people for repeatedly (Is. 1:21; Jer. 3:1; 
Ezek. 16; Hos. 2:5). 

25:1 the women of Moab. What the men of Moab 
could not do, the women were able to accomplish. 
They trapped the Israelite men in sexual immoral- 
ity and false worship. The principal instigator of 
this sorry affair was none other than Balaam (31:16). 
Perhaps the most sobering aspect is the fact that 
the Moabites were descendants of Lot, through his 
daughter's incestuous relationship with her father, 
after their long sojourn in Sodom (Gen. 19). Sexual 
perversion had a long history in this group. 

25:4-5 fierce anger of the Lor. This was the most 
serious challenge to God’s authority yet. The people 
had been seduced into joining the worship of Baal. 
And it was Baal worship that they had been sent to 
Canaan to eliminate. 
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7Now 'when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, 
the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose 
from among the congregation and took a 
javelin in his hand; 8and he went after the 
man of Israel into the tent and thrust both 
of them through, the man of Israel, and the 
woman through her body. So "the plague 
was °stopped among the children of Israel. 
9And Pthose who died in the plague were 
twenty-four thousand. 

10Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
lla“Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son 
of Aaron the priest, has turned back My 
wrath from the children of Israel, because 
he was zealous with My zeal among them, 
so that I did not consume the children of Is- 
raelin "My zeal. !12Therefore say, s‘Behold, I 
give to him ‘My covenant of peace; Band it 
shall be to him and this descendants after 
him a covenant of Yan everlasting priest- 
hood, because he was wzealous for his God, 
and xmade atonement for the children of 
Israel.’” 

14Now the name of the Israelite who was 
killed, who was killed with the Midianite 
woman, was Zimri the son of Salu, a leader 
of a father’s house among the Simeonites. 
And the name of the Midianite woman 
who was killed was Cozbi the daughter of 
yZur; he was head of the people of a father’s 
house in Midian. 

16Then the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 172“Harass the Midianites, and attack 
them; !8for they harassed you with their 
agchemes by which they seduced you in 
the matter of Peor and in the matter of 
Cozbi, the daughter of a leader of Midian, 
their sister, who was killed in the day of the 
plague because of Peor.” 


The Second Census of Israel 
2 And it came to pass, after the “plague, 
that the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying: 
2b“Take a census of all the congregation of 
the children of Israel ‘from twenty years 
old and above, by their fathers’ houses, all 
who are able to go to war in Israel.” 3So 
Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with 
them 4in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, 
across from Jericho, saying: 4“Take a cen- 
sus of the people from twenty years old 
and above, just as the LORD ecommanded 
Moses and the children of Israel who came 
out of the land of Egypt.” 
sfReuben was the firstborn of Israel. 


The children of Reuben were: of Hanoch, 
the family of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the 
family of the Palluites; 60f Hezron, the fam- 
ily of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the family 
of the Carmites. 7These are the families of 
the Reubenites: those who were numbered 
of them were forty-three thousand seven 
hundred and thirty. 8And the son of Pallu 
was Eliab. 9The sons of Eliab were Nemuel, 
Dathan, and Abiram. These are the Dathan 
and Abiram, “representatives of the con- 
gregation, who contended against Moses 
and Aaron in the company of Korah, when 
they contended against the LORD; rand 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 
them up together with Korah when that 
company died, when the fire devoured two 
hundred and fifty men; ‘and they became a 
sign. |!Nevertheless ‘the children of Korah 
did not die. 

12The sons of Simeon according to 
their families were: of Nemuel,* the fami- 
ly of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the family 
of the Jaminites; of Jachin,* the family of 
the Jachinites; of Zerah,* the family of 
the Zarhites; of Shaul, the family of the 
Shaulites. 44These are the families of the 
Simeonites: twenty-two thousand two hun- 
dred. 

The sons of Gad according to their 
families were: of Zephon,* the family of 
the Zephonites; of Haggi, the family of 
the Haggites; of Shuni, the family of the 
Shunites; 16o0f Ozni,* the family of the 
Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites; !of 
Arod,* the family of the Arodites; of Areli, 
the family of the Arelites. 18These are the 
families of the sons of Gad according to 
those who were numbered of them: forty 
thousand five hundred. 

19kThe sons of Judah were Er and Onan; 
and Er and Onan died in the land of Ca- 
naan. 20And 'the sons of Judah according 
to their families were: of Shelah, the fam- 
ily of the Shelanites; of Perez, the family 
of the Parzites; of Zerah, the family of the 
Zarhites. 21And the sons of Perez were: 
of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; 
of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 


* 26:12 Spelled Jemuel in Genesis 46:10 and 
Exodus 6:15 ¢ Called Jarib in 1 Chron- 

icles 4:24 *26:13 Called Zohar in Genesis 
46:10 *26:15 Called Ziphion in Genesis 

46:16 *26:16 Called Ezbon in Genesis 46:16 

* 26:17 Spelled Arodi in Samaritan Pentateuch, 
Syriac, and Genesis 46:16 


25:7 Phinehas the son of Eleazar. For this decisive 
and courageous act, Phinehas is praised, not only in 
this book, but in Psalm 106:30-31. In the psalm, it says 
that this act was “accounted to him for righteousness.” 
26:2 Take a census of all the congregation. The 
plague is over, the old generation has all died. This is 
a new beginning and a new census. Despite all the 
people who had died in the wilderness, the total 
population was not significantly different than the 
first census. 
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22These are the families of Judah accord- 
ing to those who were numbered of them: 
seventy-six thousand five hundred. 

23The sons of Issachar according to their 
families were: of Tola, the family of the To- 
laites; of Puah,* the family of the Punites;* 
24o0f Jashub, the family of the Jashubites; 
of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites. 
25These are the families of Issachar ac- 
cording to those who were numbered of 
them: sixty-four thousand three hundred. 

26mThe sons of Zebulun according to 
their families were: of Sered, the family of 
the Sardites; of Elon, the family of the Elon- 
ites; of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites. 
27These are the families of the Zebulunites 
according to those who were numbered of 
them: sixty thousand five hundred. 

28nThe sons of Joseph according to their 
families, by Manasseh and Ephraim, were: 
29The sons of °Manasseh: of PMachir, the 
family of the Machirites; and Machir be- 
got Gilead; of Gilead, the family of the 
Gileadites. 3°These are the sons of Gilead: 
of Jeezer,* the family of the Jeezerites; of 
Helek, the family of the Helekites; 3!of Asri- 
el, the family of the Asrielites; of Shechem, 
the family of the Shechemites; 320f She- 
mida, the family of the Shemidaites; of He- 
pher, the family of the Hepherites. 33Now 
aZelophehad the son of Hepher had no 
sons, but daughters; and the names of the 
daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, 
Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34These 
are the families of Manasseh; and those 
who were numbered of them were fifty-two 
thousand seven hundred. 

35These are the sons of Ephraim ac- 
cording to their families: of Shuthelah, 
the family of the Shuthalhites; of Becher,* 
the family of the Bachrites; of Tahan, the 
family of the Tahanites. 36And these are 
the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family 
of the Eranites. 37These are the families 
of the sons of Ephraim according to those 
who were numbered of them: thirty-two 
thousand five hundred. 

These are the sons of Joseph according 
to their families. 

38rThe sons of Benjamin according to 
their families were: of Bela, the family of 
the Belaites; of Ashbel, the family of the 
Ashbelites; of sAhiram, the family of the 
Ahiramites; 3%0f ‘Shupham,* the family of 
the Shuphamites; of Hupham,* the family 
of the Huphamites. 4°And the sons of Bela 
were Ard* and Naaman: “of Ard, the family 
of the Ardites; of Naaman, the family of the 
Naamites. 41These are the sons of Benja- 
min according to their families; and those 
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who were numbered of them were forty- 
five thousand six hundred. 

42These are the sons of Dan according 
to their families: of Shuham,* the family of 
the Shuhamites. These are the families of 
Dan according to their families. 43A1] the 
families of the Shuhamites, according to 
those who were numbered of them, were 
sixty-four thousand four hundred. 

44vThe sons of Asher according to their 
families were: of Jimna, the family of the 
Jimnites; of Jesui, the family of the Jesu- 
ites; of Beriah, the family of the Beriites. 
45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the fam- 
ily of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the family 
of the Malchielites. 46And the name of the 
daughter of Asher was Serah. 47These are 
the families of the sons of Asher according 
to those who were numbered of them: fifty- 
three thousand four hundred. 

48wThe sons of Naphtali according to 
their families were: of Jahzeel,* the fam- 
ily of the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the family 
of the Gunites; 4%o0f Jezer, the family of the 
Jezerites; of xShillem, the family of the 
Shillemites. 5°These are the families of 
Naphtali according to their families; and 
those who were numbered of them were 
forty-five thousand four hundred. 

5lyThese are those who were numbered 
of the children of Israel: six hundred and 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty. 

52Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
532“To these the land shall be «divided as 
an inheritance, according to the number of 
names. 545To a large tribe you shall give 
a larger inheritance, and to a small tribe 
you shall give a smaller inheritance. Each 
shall be given its inheritance according to 
those who were numbered of them. 55But 
the land shall be cdivided by lot; they shall 
inherit according to the names of the tribes 
of their fathers. 56According to the lot their 
inheritance shall be divided between the 
larger and the smaller.” 

574And these are those who were num- 
bered of the Levites according to their 
families: of Gershon, the family of the 
Gershonites; of Kohath, the family of the 


* 26:23 Hebrew Puvah (compare Genesis 46:13 and 
1 Chronicles 7:1); Samaritan Pentateuch, Septua- 
gint, Syriac, and Vulgate read Puah. ¢ Samaritan 
Pentateuch, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate 

read Puaites. *26:30 Called Abiezer in Joshua 
17:2 *26:35 Called Bered in 1 Chronicles 7:20 

* 26:39 Masoretic Text reads Shephupham, spelled 
Shephuphan in 1 Chronicles 8:5. ¢ Called Huppim 
in Genesis 46:21 *26:40 Called Addar in 1 Chron- 
icles 8:3. * 26:42 Called Hushim in Genesis 46:23 
* 26:48 Spelled Jahziel in 1 Chronicles 7:13 


26:51 those who were numbered. The totals of the 
twelve tribes are very similar. Some had increased, 
some had decreased. The final figure shows a slight 
decrease, from 603,550 to 601,730. 
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Kohathites; of Merari, the family of the 
Merarites. 58These are the families of 
the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the 
family of the Hebronites, the family of the 
Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, and 
the family of the Korathites. And Kohath 
begot Amram. 59The name of Amram’s 
wife was eJochebed the daughter of Levi, 
who was born to Levi in Egypt; and to 
Amram she bore Aaron and Moses and 
their sister Miriam. ®°fTo Aaron were born 
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 
61And gNadab and Abihu died when they 
offered profane fire before the LORD. 

62hNow those who were numbered of 
them were twenty-three thousand, every 
male from a month old and above; ‘for they 
were not numbered among the other chil- 
dren of Israel, because there was /no inher- 
itance given to them among the children 
of Israel. 

63These are those who were numbered 
by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who num- 
bered the children of Israel *in the plains of 
Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho. 
64IBut among these there was not a man of 
those who were numbered by Moses and 
Aaron the priest when they numbered the 
children of Israel in the "Wilderness of Si- 
nai. 65For the LORD had said of them, “They 
nshall surely die in the wilderness.” So 
there was not left a man of them, °except 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the 
son of Nun. 


Inheritance Laws 
2 Then came the daughters of ¢Zelo- 
phehad the son of Hepher, the son of 
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Ma- 
nasseh, from the families of Manasseh the 
son of Joseph; and these were the names 
of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 
Milcah, and Tirzah. 2And they stood be- 
fore Moses, before Eleazar the priest, and 
before the leaders and all the congrega- 
tion, by the doorway of the tabernacle of 
meeting, saying: 3“Our father >died in the 
wilderness; but he was not in the company 
of those who gathered together against the 
LORD, ‘in company with Korah, but he died 
in his own sin; and he had no sons. 4Why 


should the name of our father be 4removed 
from among his family because he had no 
son? eGive us a possession among our fa- 
ther’s brothers.” 

5So Moses ‘brought their case before the 
LORD. 

6And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
7“The daughters of Zelophehad speak 
what is right; you shall surely give them a 
possession of inheritance among their fa- 
ther’s brothers, and cause the inheritance 
of their father to pass to them. 8And you 
shall speak to the children of Israel, say- 
ing: ‘Ifa man dies and has no son, then you 
shall cause his inheritance to pass to his 
daughter. %If he has no daughter, then you 
shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 
10]f he has no brothers, then you shall give 
his inheritance to his father’s brothers. 
llAnd if his father has no brothers, then 
you shall give his inheritance to the rel- 
ative closest to him in his family, and he 
shall possess it.’” And it shall be to the chil- 
dren of Israel "a statute of judgment, just as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 


Joshua the Next Leader of Israel 

12Now the LORD said to Moses: ‘“Go up 
into this Mount Abarim, and see the land 
which I have given to the children of Is- 
rael. 3And when you have seen it, you 
also ishall be gathered to your people, as 
Aaron your brother was gathered. For 
in the Wilderness of Zin, during the strife 
of the congregation, you krebelled against 
My command to hallow Me at the waters 
before their eyes.” (These are the ‘waters 
of Meribah, at Kadesh in the Wilderness 
of Zin.) 

15Then Moses spoke to the LORD, saying: 
16“T et the LORD, “the God of the spirits of 
all flesh, set a man over the congregation, 
I7nwho may go out before them and go in 
before them, who may lead them out and 
bring them in, that the congregation of the 
LORD may not be “like sheep which have 
no shepherd.” 

18And the LORD said to Moses: “Take 
Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man Pin 
whom is the Spirit, and “lay your hand on 
him; !%set him before Eleazar the priest 


27:1-5 the daughters of Zelophehad. |n ancient 
Israel, women did not inherit land. Yet because their 
case made sense, Moses took the issue to the Lord. 
27:7 speak what is right. Justice was done to women 
regarding inheritance because Moses took the case 
to God, and His truth was used as the foundation for 
the decree. Only as we base our decisions in life on 
God's truth, as expressed in the Bible and in Jesus 
Himself, will we be acting in truth. Any other way can 
bring injustice and decisions regretted because they 
spring from error. 

27:18 Holy Spirit—Joshua was “a man in whom is 
the Spirit.” In the Old Testament, only a few people 
had the Holy Spirit. It was not until after Jesus’ res- 
urrection that the Holy Spirit indwelt every believer. 
The way that God speaks to the heart of man, apart 


from the written Word, has generally been through 
the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit. Joshua apparently 
was a man led by the voice of the Spirit of God. He is 
not pictured as seeing visions or being led by angels, 
yet his leadership was effective and faithful. 
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and before all the congregation, and "inau- 
gurate him in their sight. 20And syou shall 
give some of your authority to him, that all 
the congregation of the children of Israel 
tmay be obedient. 2!“He shall stand before 
Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before 
the LORD for him Yby the judgment of the 
Urim. wAt his word they shall go out, and 
at his word they shall come in, he and all 
the children of Israel with him—all the 
congregation.” 

22So Moses did as the LORD command- 
ed him. He took Joshua and set him before 
Eleazar the priest and before all the con- 
gregation. 23And he laid his hands on him 
xand inaugurated him, just as the LORD 
commanded by the hand of Moses. 


Daily Offerings 
y) Now the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing, 2“Command the children of Is- 

rael, and say to them, ‘My offering, 7My 
food for My offerings made by fire as a 
sweet aroma to Me, you shall be careful to 
offer to Me at their appointed time.’ 

3“And you shall say to them, ‘This is 
the offering made by fire which you shall 
offer to the LORD: two male lambs in their 
first year without blemish, day by day, as a 
regular burnt offering. 4The one lamb you 
shall offer in the morning, the other lamb 
you shall offer in the evening, 5and cone- 
tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a 4grain 
offering mixed with one-fourth of a hin of 
pressed oil. 6It is ¢a regular burnt offering 
which was ordained at Mount Sinai for a 
sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to 
the LorD. 7And its drink offering shall be 
one-fourth of a hin for each lamb; fin a holy 
place you shall pour out the drink to the 
LORD as an offering. 8The other lamb you 
shall offer in the evening; as the morning 
grain offering and its drink offering, you 
shall offer it as an offering made by fire, a 
sweet aroma to the LORD. 


Sabbath Offerings 

9‘And on the Sabbath day two lambs in 
their first year, without blemish, and two- 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain 
offering, mixed with oil, with its drink 
offering— !°this is sthe burnt offering for 
every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt 
offering with its drink offering. 


Monthly Offerings 
ln‘At the beginnings of your months 
you shall present a burnt offering to the 
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LORD: two young bulls, one ram, and seven 
lambs in their first year, without blemish; 
l2ithree-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as 
a grain offering, mixed with oil, for each 
bull; two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as 
a grain offering, mixed with oil, for the one 
ram; Band one-tenth of an ephah of fine 
flour, mixed with oil, as a grain offering for 
each lamb, as a burnt offering of sweet aro- 
ma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
M4Their drink offering shall be half a hin 
of wine for a bull, one-third of a hin for a 
ram, and one-fourth of a hin for a lamb; 
this is the burnt offering for each month 
throughout the months of the year. 5Also 
jone kid of the goats as a sin offering to the 
LORD shall be offered, besides the regular 
burnt offering and its drink offering. 


Offerings at Passover 

16k‘On the fourteenth day of the first 
month is the Passover of the LorD. !7And 
on the fifteenth day of this month is the 
feast; unleavened bread shall be eaten for 
seven days. !8On the "first day you shall 
have a holy convocation. You shall do no 
customary work. !8And you shall present 
an offering made by fire as a burnt offer- 
ing to the LORD: two young bulls, one ram, 
and seven lambs in their first year. "Be sure 
they are without blemish. 2°Their grain of- 
fering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: 
three-tenths of an ephah you shall offer for 
a bull, and two-tenths for a ram; 2!you shall 
offer one-tenth of an ephah for each of the 
seven lambs; 22also °one goat as a sin offer- 
ing, to make atonement for you. 23 You shall 
offer these besides the burnt offering of the 
morning, which is for a regular burnt of- 
fering. 24In this manner you shall offer the 
food of the offering made by fire daily for 
seven days, as a Sweet aroma to the LORD; 
it shall be offered besides the regular burnt 
offering and its drink offering. 25And von 
the seventh day you shall have a holy con- 
vocation. You shall do no customary work. 


Offerings at the Feast of Weeks 
26‘Also 4on the day of the firstfruits, 
when you bring a new grain offering to 
the LORD at your Feast of Weeks, you 
shall have a holy convocation. You shall 
do no customary work. 27You shall pre- 
sent a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to 
the LORD: "two young bulls, one ram, and 
seven lambs in their first year, 28with their 
grain offering of fine flour mixed with 
oil: three-tenths of an ephah for each bull, 


28:26 Feast of Weeks. The Feast of Weeks occurred 
50 days after Passover and the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. 
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two-tenths for the one ram, 29and one-tenth 
for each of the seven lambs; 3%also one kid 
of the goats, to make atonement for you. 
3lsBe sure they are without blemish. You 
shall present them with their drink offer- 
ings, besides the regular burnt offering 
with its grain offering. 


Offerings at the Feast of Trumpets 
29 ‘And in the seventh month, on the 
first day of the month, you shall have 
a holy convocation. You shall do no cus- 
tomary work. For you 4it is a day of blow- 
ing the trumpets. 2You shall offer a burnt 
offering as a sweet aroma to the LORD: one 
young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in 
their first year, without blemish. ?Their 
grain offering shall be fine flour mixed 
with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the 
bull, two-tenths for the ram, 4and one-tenth 
for each of the seven lambs; 5also one kid of 
the goats as a sin offering, to make atone- 
ment for you; Sbesides >the burnt offering 
with its grain offering for the New Moon, 
cthe regular burnt offering with its grain 
offering, and their drink offerings, 4ac- 
cording to their ordinance, as a sweet aro- 
ma, an offering made by fire to the LORD. 


Offerings on the Day of Atonement 

7e‘On the tenth day of this seventh month 
you shall have a holy convocation. You 
shall fafflict your souls; you shall not do any 
work. 8 You shall present a burnt offering to 
the LORD as a sweet aroma: one young bull, 
one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. 
“Be sure they are without blemish. 9Their 
grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed 
with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the 
bull, two-tenths for the one ram, !°and one- 
tenth for each of the seven lambs; "also one 
kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides 
tthe sin offering for atonement, the regular 
burnt offering with its grain offering, and 
their drink offerings. 


Offerings at the Feast 


of Tabernacles 
12i‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month you shall have a holy convocation. 


You shall do no customary work, and you 
shall keep a feast to the LORD seven days. 
13/You shall present a burnt offering, an 
offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to 
the LorD: thirteen young bulls, two rams, 
and fourteen lambs in their first year. They 
shall be without blemish. Their grain of- 
fering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: 
three-tenths of an ephah for each of the 
thirteen bulls, two-tenths for each of the 
two rams, and one-tenth for each of the 
fourteen lambs; !6also one kid of the goats 
as asin offering, besides the regular burnt 
offering, its grain offering, and its drink 
offering. 

17‘On the second day present twelve 
young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in 
their first year without blemish, !8and their 
grain offering and their drink offerings for 
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by their number, ‘according to the ordi- 
nance; !%also one kid of the goats as a sin 
offering, besides the regular burnt offering 
with its grain offering, and their drink of- 
ferings. 

20‘On the third day present eleven bulls, 
two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year 
without blemish, 2!and their grain offering 
and their drink offerings for the bulls, for 
the rams, and for the lambs, by their num- 
ber, ™according to the ordinance; 22also 
one goat as a sin offering, besides the reg- 
ular burnt offering, its grain offering, and 
its drink offering. 

23‘On the fourth day present ten bulls, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first 
year, without blemish, 24and their grain 
offering and their drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by 
their number, according to the ordinance; 
25also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, 
besides the regular burnt offering, its grain 
offering, and its drink offering. 

26‘On the fifth day present nine bulls, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first 
year without blemish, 27and their grain 
offering and their drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by 
their number, according to the ordinance; 
28also one goat as a sin offering, besides 


29:1-40 holy convocation. This chapter regulates 
offerings to the Lord during the three sacred festi- 
vals of the seventh month: the Feast of Trumpets, 
the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
The Feast of Trumpets marked the beginning of Is- 
rael’s civil year. It was a day of preparation for the 
next two celebrations. The Day of Atonement was a 
solemn day on which sins were confessed and spe- 
cial sacrifices made for the holy place, the priests, and 
the people. The Feast of Tabernacles was a time of 
rejoicing. 

29:1 a day of blowing the trumpets. The celebra- 
tion of the Feast of Trumpets involved blowing ram's 
horns. Later this festival became identified with the 
New Year festival. 

29:11 offering for atonement. The Day of Atone- 


ment, or Yom Kippur, was regarded as the most holy 
day of all. Leviticus 16 describes it as a day of fasting, 
rather than feasting. 

29:12 feast to the LorD seven days. The celebration 
of the Feast of Tabernacles, or Succoth, included both 
sacrifices and eight days of “no work.” In later years 
sraelites lived in tents or booths during this celebra- 
tion, to commemorate the years that their ancestors 
ived in tents in the desert. 
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the regular burnt offering, its grain offer- 
ing, and its drink offering. 

29‘On the sixth day present eight bulls, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first 
year without blemish, 3°and their grain 
offering and their drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by 
their number, according to the ordinance; 
3lalso one goat as a sin offering, besides 
the regular burnt offering, its grain offer- 
ing, and its drink offering. 

32°On the seventh day present seven 
bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in 
their first year without blemish, 33and 
their grain offering and their drink offer- 
ings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the 
lambs, by their number, according to the 
ordinance; *4also one goat as a sin offering, 
besides the regular burnt offering, its grain 
offering, and its drink offering. 

35‘On the eighth day you shall have a "sa- 
cred assembly. You shall do no customary 
work. 36 You shall present a burnt offering, 
an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma 
to the LORD: one bull, one ram, seven lambs 
in their first year without blemish, 37and 
their grain offering and their drink offer- 
ings for the bull, for the ram, and for the 
lambs, by their number, according to the 
ordinance; 38also one goat as a sin offering, 
besides the regular burnt offering, its grain 
offering, and its drink offering. 

39‘These you shall present to the LORD 
at °your appointed feasts (besides your 
>yowed offerings and your freewill of- 
ferings) as your burnt offerings and your 
grain offerings, as your drink offerings 
and your peace offerings.’” 

40So Moses told the children of Israel 
everything, just as the LORD commanded 
Moses. 


The Law Concerning Vows 
30 Then Moses spoke to ¢the heads of 
the tribes concerning the children of 
Israel, saying, “This is the thing which the 
LORD has commanded: 25If a man makes 
a vow to the LORD, or ‘swears an oath to 
bind himself by some agreement, he shall 
not break his word; he shall 4do according 
to all that proceeds out of his mouth. 
3“Orifa woman makes a vow to the LORD, 
and binds herself by some agreement while 
in her father’s house in her youth, 4and her 
father hears her vow and the agreement by 
which she has bound herself, and her father 
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holds his peace, then all her vows shall 
stand, and every agreement with which she 
has bound herself shall stand. 5But if her fa- 
ther overrules her on the day that he hears, 
then none of her vows nor her agreements 
by which she has bound herself shall stand; 
and the LORD will release her, because her 
father overruled her. 

6“TIf indeed she takes a husband, while 
bound by her vows or by a rash utterance 
from her lips by which she bound herself, 
7and her husband hears it, and makes no 
response to her on the day that he hears, 
then her vows shall stand, and her agree- 
ments by which she bound herself shall 
stand. 8But if her husband ¢overrules her 
on the day that he hears it, he shall make 
void her vow which she took and what she 
uttered with her lips, by which she bound 
herself, and the LORD will release her. 

5“Also any vow of a widow or a divorced 
woman, by which she has bound herself, 
shall stand against her. 

10“Tf she vowed in her husband’s house, 
or bound herself by an agreement with 
an oath, "and her husband heard it, and 
made no response to her and did not over- 
rule her, then all her vows shall stand, and 
every agreement by which she bound her- 
self shall stand. !2But if her husband truly 
made them void on the day he heard them, 
then whatever proceeded from her lips 
concerning her vows or concerning the 
agreement binding her, it shall not stand; 
her husband has made them void, and the 
LORD will release her. Every vow and ev- 
ery binding oath to afflict her soul, her hus- 
band may confirm it, or her husband may 
make it void. !4Now if her husband makes 
no response whatever to her from day to 
day, then he confirms all her vows or all 
the agreements that bind her; he confirms 
them, because he made no response to her 
on the day that he heard them. But if he 
does make them void after he has heard 
them, then he shall bear her guilt.” 

16These are the statutes which the LORD 
commanded Moses, between a man and 
his wife, and between a father and his 
daughter in her youth in her father’s house. 


Vengeance on the Midianites 

3 And the LORD spoke to Moses, say- 
ing: 24“Take vengeance on the Midi- 

anites for the children of Israel. Afterward 

you shall >be gathered to your people.” 


30:2 If aman makes a vow. The key issue is clear: 
One who makes a vow shall not break his word. Vows 
that are made to the Lord must be carried out. 

30:3 if a woman. In Israelite culture, an unmarried 
woman was under the protection of her father. If 
she made a vow, she might bring her father into an 
obligation that he did not want to fulfill, or could not 
fulfill. The same was true of a married woman (v. 6). 
Her vows would involve her husband, so the husband 
or father had to agree to the vow. 


31:2 Midianites. The Midianites were descendants 
of Abraham and his wife Keturah, but were not part 
of the covenant that God had with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. 


29:35 "Lev. 23:36 29:39°Lev. 23:1-44 PLev. 

7:16; 22:18, 21, 23; 23:38 30:17Num. 1:4, 16; 7:2 
30:2 Lev. 27:2 “Matt. 14:9 7Job 22:27 30:8¢[Gen. 
3:16] 


31:29Num. 25:17 © Num. 27:12, 13 


180 @ Numbers 31:3 

3So Moses spoke to the people, saying, 
“Arm some of yourselves for war, and let 
them go against the Midianites to take 
vengeance for the LORD on ¢Midian. 4A 
thousand from each tribe of all the tribes 
of Israel you shall send to the war.” 

5So there were recruited from the di- 
visions of Israel one thousand from each 
tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 
6Then Moses sent them to the war, one 
thousand from each tribe; he sent them to 
the war with Phinehas the son of Eleazar 
the priest, with the holy articles and “the 
signal trumpets in his hand. 7And they 
warred against the Midianites, just as the 
LORD commanded Moses, and ¢they killed 
all the fmales. 8They killed the kings of 
Midian with the rest of those who were 
killed—#Evi, Rekem, "Zur, Hur, and Reba, 
the five kings of Midian. ‘Balaam the son of 
Beor they also killed with the sword. 

§And the children of Israel took the 
women of Midian captive, with their little 
ones, and took as spoil all their cattle, all 
their flocks, and all their goods. They 
also burned with fire all the cities where 
they dwelt, and all their forts. "And ithey 
took all the spoil and all the booty—of man 
and beast. 


Return from the War 

12Then they brought the captives, the 
booty, and the spoil to Moses, to Eleazar 
the priest, and to the congregation of the 
children of Israel, to the camp in the plains 
of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jeri- 
cho. 183And Moses, Eleazar the priest, and 
all the leaders of the congregation, went to 
meet them outside the camp. /4But Moses 
was angry with the officers of the army, 
with the captains over thousands and cap- 
tains over hundreds, who had come from 
the battle. 

1sAnd Moses said to them: “Have you 
kept “all the women alive? !16Look, ‘these 
women caused the children of Israel, 
through the “counsel of Balaam, to tres- 
pass against the LORD in the incident of 
Peor, and "there was a plague among the 
congregation of the LORD. !7Now therefore, 
okill every male among the little ones, and 
kill every woman who has known a man 
intimately. !8But keep alive ’for yourselves 


all the young girls who have not known 
a man intimately. 18And as for you, ¢re- 
main outside the camp seven days; who- 
ever has killed any person, and ‘whoever 
has touched any slain, purify yourselves 
and your captives on the third day and on 
the seventh day. 2°Purify every garment, 
everything made of leather, everything 
woven of goats’ hair, and everything made 
of wood.” 

21Then Eleazar the priest said to the men 
of war who had gone to the battle, “This is 
the ordinance of the law which the LORD 
commanded Moses: 22Only the gold, the 
silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the 
lead, 23everything that can endure fire, 
you shall put through the fire, and it shall 
be clean; and it shall be purified swith the 
water of purification. But all that cannot 
endure fire you shall put through water. 
24t And you shall wash your clothes on the 
seventh day and be clean, and afterward 
you may come into the camp.” 


Division of the Plunder 

25Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 
26“Count up the plunder that was taken—of 
man and beast—you and Eleazar the priest 
and the chief fathers of the congregation; 
27and “divide the plunder into two parts, 
between those who took part in the war, 
who went out to battle, and all the congre- 
gation. 28And levy a tribute for the LORD on 
the men of war who went out to battle: vone 
of every five hundred of the persons, the 
cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep; 25take 
it from their half, and wgive it to Eleazar 
the priest as a heave offering to the LORD. 
30And from the children of Israel’s half 
you shall take xone of every fifty, drawn 
from the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, 
and the sheep, from all the livestock, and 
give them to the Levites »who keep charge 
of the tabernacle of the LORD.” 31S0 Moses 
and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

32The booty remaining from the plun- 
der, which the men of war had taken, 
was six hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand sheep, 33seventy-two thousand cat- 
tle, 34sixty-one thousand donkeys, 35and 
thirty-two thousand persons in all, of wom- 
en who had not known a man intimately. 


31:7-16 Unfaithfulness—Moses was ordered to 
campaign against the Midianites because of their 
wicked involvement in the seduction of Israel (25:17— 
18). He was angry with the officers of the army because 
they had not carried out the Lord's directive concerning 
the women who had caused Israel to act unfaithfully 
toward the Lord. There was no excuse for the officers’ 
unfaithfulness. The plague that followed the seduction 
of Israel should have been enough to make them aware 
of the great responsibility they had to obey God's 
directives. 

31:27 divide the plunder. The division of the plun- 
der, or booty, among those who had gone to war and 


those who had not, set a standard for future battles. 
The proportion that was regarded as the Lord’s also 
became a standard. 
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36And the half, the portion for those who 
had gone out to war, was in number three 
hundred and thirty-seven thousand five 
hundred sheep; 37and the LORD’s tribute 
of the sheep was six hundred and seventy- 
five. 38The cattle were thirty-six thousand, 
of which the LORD’s tribute was seventy- 
two. 39The donkeys were thirty thousand 
five hundred, of which the LoRD’s tribute 
was sixty-one. 49The persons were sixteen 
thousand, of which the LORD’s tribute was 
thirty-two persons. 41So Moses gave the 
tribute which was the LORD’s heave offer- 
ing to Eleazar the priest, Zas the LORD com- 
manded Moses. 

42And from the children of Israel’s half, 
which Moses separated from the men 
who fought— 43now the half belonging to 
the congregation was three hundred and 
thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep, 
44thirty-six thousand cattle, thirty thou- 
sand five hundred donkeys, 46and sixteen 
thousand persons— 47and ¢from the chil- 
dren of Israel’s half Moses took one of ev- 
ery fifty, drawn from man and beast, and 
gave them to the Levites, who kept charge 
of the tabernacle of the LORD, as the LORD 
commanded Moses. 

48Then the officers who were over thou- 
sands of the army, the captains of thou- 
sands and captains of hundreds, came 
near to Moses; 4%and they said to Moses, 
“Your servants have taken a count of the 
men of war who are under our command, 
and not a man of us is missing. 59There- 
fore we have brought an offering for the 
LORD, what every man found of orna- 
ments of gold: armlets and bracelets and 
signet rings and earrings and necklaces, 
bto make atonement for ourselves before 
the LORD.” 51S0 Moses and Eleazar the 
priest received the gold from them, all the 
fashioned ornaments. 52And all the gold of 
the offering that they offered to the LORD, 
from the captains of thousands and cap- 
tains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand 
seven hundred and fifty shekels. 53c(The 
men of war had taken spoil, every man 
for himself.) 54And Moses and Eleazar 
the priest received the gold from the cap- 
tains of thousands and of hundreds, and 
brought it into the tabernacle of meeting 
das a memorial for the children of Israel 
before the LORD. 


Numbers 32:16 @ 181 


The Tribes Settling East 
of the Jordan 
3 Now the children of Reuben and the 
children of Gad had avery great mul- 
titude of livestock; and when they saw the 
land of ¢Jazer and the land of >Gilead, that 
indeed the region was a place for livestock, 
2the children of Gad and the children of 
Reuben came and spoke to Moses, to Elea- 
zar the priest, and to the leaders of the con- 
gregation, saying, 3“Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, 
cNimrah, ¢Heshbon, Elealeh, eShebam, 
Nebo, and ‘Beon, 4the country ¢which the 
LORD defeated before the congregation of 
Israel, is a land for livestock, and your ser- 
vants have livestock.” 5Therefore they said, 
“If we have found favor in your sight, let 
this land be given to your servants as a pos- 
session. Do not take us over the Jordan.” 
6And Moses said to the children of Gad 
and to the children of Reuben: “Shall your 
brethren go to war while you sit here? 
TNow why will you "discourage the heart 
of the children of Israel from going over 
into the land which the LoRD has given 
them? 8Thus your fathers did ‘when I sent 
them away from Kadesh Barnea ‘to see 
the land. 9For kwhen they went up to the 
Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they 
discouraged the heart of the children of Is- 
rael, so that they did not go into the land 
which the LORD had given them. 1°So the 
LORD’s anger was aroused on that day, and 
He swore an oath, saying, ‘Surely none of 
the men who came up from Egypt, "from 
twenty years old and above, shall see the 
land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, because "they have not wholly 
followed Me, !2except Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh, the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son 
of Nun, °for they have wholly followed the 
LORD.’ 18S0 the LORD’s anger was aroused 
against Israel, and He made them Pwander 
in the wilderness forty years, until ¢all the 
generation that had done evil in the sight of 
the LORD was gone. And look! You have 
risen in your fathers’ place, a brood of sin- 
ful men, to increase still more the 'fierce 
anger of the LORD against Israel. 15For if 
you ‘turn away from following Him, He 
will once again leave them in the wilder- 
ness, and you will destroy all these people.” 
16Then they came near to him and said: 
“We will build sheepfolds here for our 


31:52 sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty 
shekels. The officers’ gift was over 400 pounds of gold. 
32:5 If we have found favor. Although an inheri- 
tance on the east side of the Jordan was not part of 
God's promise, the respectful request of the Reu- 
benites and Gadites was granted, because they came 
humbly, not rebelliously. 

32:8-13 Thus your fathers did. To discourage obedi- 
ence of God's orders and so prevent His people from 
entering upon the full enjoyment of the promises is a 
serious sin. Let us never forget that without an obe- 
dient faith, it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6). 
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182 @ Numbers 32:17 
livestock, and cities for our little ones, !”but 
twe ourselves will be armed, ready to go 
before the children of Israel until we have 
brought them to their place; and our little 
ones will dwell in the fortified cities be- 
cause of the inhabitants of the land. 18“We 
will not return to our homes until every one 
of the children of Israel has received his 
inheritance. 19For we will not inherit with 
them on the other side of the Jordan and 
beyond, “because our inheritance has fall- 
en to us on this eastern side of the Jordan.” 

20Then Moses said to them: “If you do 
this thing, if you arm yourselves before the 
LORD for the war, 2land all your armed men 
cross over the Jordan before the LORD until 
He has driven out His enemies from before 
Him, 22and the land is subdued before the 
LORD, then afterward Yyou may return and 
be blameless before the LORD and before 
Israel; and 2this land shall be your posses- 
sion before the LORD. 28But if you do not do 
so, then take note, you have sinned against 
the LORD; and be sure “your sin will find 
you out. 24>Build cities for your little ones 
and folds for your sheep, and do what has 
proceeded out of your mouth.” 

25And the children of Gad and the chil- 
dren of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying: 
“Your servants will do as my lord com- 
mands. 26cOur little ones, our wives, our 
flocks, and all our livestock will be there 
in the cities of Gilead; 27¢but your servants 
will cross over, every man armed for war, 
before the LORD to battle, just as my lord 
Says.” 

28So Moses gave command &concern- 
ing them to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua 
the son of Nun, and to the chief fathers of 
the tribes of the children of Israel. 29And 
Moses said to them: “If the children of Gad 
and the children of Reuben cross over the 
Jordan with you, every man armed for 
battle before the LORD, and the land is sub- 
dued before you, then you shall give them 
the land of Gilead as a possession. 39But 
if they do not cross over armed with you, 
they shall have possessions among you in 
the land of Canaan.” 

31Then the children of Gad and the chil- 
dren of Reuben answered, saying: “As the 
LORD has said to your servants, so we will 
do. 32We will cross over armed before the 
LORD into the land of Canaan, but the pos- 
session of our inheritance shall remain 
with us on this side of the Jordan.” 


33So0 fMoses gave to the children of Gad, 
to the children of Reuben, and to half the 
tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, “the 
kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and 
the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land 
with its cities within the borders, the cit- 
ies of the surrounding country. 34And the 
children of Gad built "Dibon and Ataroth 
and ‘Aroer, Atroth and Shophan and 
iJazer and Jogbehah, 36kBeth Nimrah and 
Beth Haran, 'fortified cities, and folds for 
sheep. 37And the children of Reuben built 
mHeshbon and Elealeh and Kirjathaim, 
38nNebo and °Baal Meon /(their names be- 
ing changed) and Shibmah; and they gave 
other names to the cities which they built. 

39And the children of “Machir the son of 
Manasseh went to Gilead and took it, and 
dispossessed the Amorites who were in 
it. 49So Moses "gave Gilead to Machir the 
son of Manasseh, and he dwelt in it. 41Also 
sJair the son of Manasseh went and took its 
small towns, and called them tHavoth Jair.* 
42Then Nobah went and took Kenath and 
its villages, and he called it Nobah, after 
his own name. 


Israel's Journey from Egypt 
Reviewed 
33 These are the journeys of the chil- 
dren of Israel, who went out of the 

land of Egypt by their armies under the 
ahand of Moses and Aaron. 2Now Moses 
wrote down the starting points of their 
journeys at the command of the LORD. And 
these are their journeys according to their 
starting points: 

3They departed from Rameses in ¢the 
first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month; on the day after the Passover the 
children of Israel went out ¢with boldness 
in the sight of all the Egyptians. 4For the 
Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, 
ewhom the LoRD had killed among them. 
Also fon their gods the LORD had executed 
judgments. 

5g¢Then the children of Israel moved 
from Rameses and camped at Succoth. 
6They departed from "Succoth and 
camped at Etham, which is on the edge of 
the wilderness. 7/They moved from Etham 
and turned back to Pi Hahiroth, which 
is east of Baal Zephon; and they camped 


* 32:41 Literally Towns of Jair 


32:31 so we will do. Reuben and Gad gladly affirmed 
their allegiance to the Lord and their consideration of 
the remainder of the community of Israel. The benev- 
olence of Reuben and Gad is a beautiful picture of the 
mutual ties between God's people. Truly, we are one 
body. 
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near Migdol. 8They departed from before 
Hahiroth* and ipassed through the midst 
of the sea into the wilderness, went three 
days’ journey in the Wilderness of Etham, 
and camped at Marah. 9They moved from 
Marah and &came to Elim. At Elim were 
twelve springs of water and seventy palm 
trees; so they camped there. 

10They moved from Elim and camped by 
the Red Sea. ' They moved from the Red 
Sea and camped in the ‘Wilderness of Sin. 
12They journeyed from the Wilderness of 
Sin and camped at Dophkah. !3They de- 
parted from Dophkah and camped at 
Alush. 4They moved from Alush and 
camped at ™"Rephidim, where there was no 
water for the people to drink. 

They departed from Rephidim and 
camped in the "Wilderness of Sinai. 
16They moved from the Wilderness of Si- 
nai and camped °at Kibroth Hattaavah. 
17They departed from Kibroth Hattaa- 
vah and ?camped at Hazeroth. !8They 
departed from Hazeroth and camped at 
qRithmah. !9They departed from Rithmah 
and camped at Rimmon Perez. 29They de- 
parted from Rimmon Perez and camped 
at Libnah. 21They moved from Libnah 
and camped at Rissah. 22They journeyed 
from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 
23They went from Kehelathah and camped 
at Mount Shepher. 24They moved from 
Mount Shepher and camped at Hara- 
dah. 25They moved from Haradah and 
camped at Makheloth. 26They moved 
from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 
27They departed from Tahath and camped 
at Terah. 28They moved from Terah and 
camped at Mithkah. 29They went from 
Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 
30They departed from Hashmonah and 
rcamped at Moseroth. 3!They departed 
from Moseroth and camped at Bene 
Jaakan. 32They moved from sBene Jaakan 
and ‘camped at Hor Hagidgad. 33They 
went from Hor Hagidgad and camped at 
Jotbathah. 34They moved from Jotbathah 
uand camped at Abronah. 35They departed 
from Abronah and camped at Ezion Ge- 
ber. 36They moved from Ezion Geber and 
camped in the vWilderness of Zin, which is 
Kadesh. 37They moved from “Kadesh and 
camped at Mount Hor, on the boundary of 
the land of Edom. 

38Then xAaron the priest went up to 
Mount Hor at the command of the LORD, 


Numbers 33:54 @ 183 
and died there in the fortieth year after 
the children of Israel had come out of the 
land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth 
month. 38Aaron was one hundred and 
twenty-three years old when he died on 
Mount Hor. 

40Now Ythe king of Arad, the Canaanite, 
who dwelt in the South in the land of Ca- 
naan, heard of the coming of the children 
of Israel. 

41So they departed from Mount Hor and 
camped at Zalmonah. 42They departed 
from Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 
43They departed from Punon and zcamped 
at Oboth. 44¢They departed from Oboth 
and camped at Ije Abarim, at the border 
of Moab. #*They departed from Ijim* and 
camped bat Dibon Gad. 46They moved 
from Dibon Gad and camped at cAlmon 
Diblathaim. 47They moved from Almon 
Diblathaim ¢and camped in the moun- 
tains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48They de- 
parted from the mountains of Abarim and 
ecamped in the plains of Moab by the Jor- 
dan, across from Jericho. 49They camped 
by the Jordan, from Beth Jesimoth as far 
as the ‘Abel Acacia Grove* in the plains 
of Moab. 


Instructions for the Conquest 


of Canaan 

50Now the LORD spoke to Moses in the 
plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from 
Jericho, saying, 5!“Speak to the children of 
Israel, and say to them: ‘When you have 
crossed the Jordan into the land of Ca- 
naan, 52hthen you shall drive out all the 
inhabitants of the land from before you, 
destroy all their engraved stones, destroy 
all their molded images, and demolish all 
their high places; 53you shall dispossess 
the inhabitants of the land and dwell in it, 
for I have given you the land to ‘possess. 
54And jyou shall divide the land by lot as 
an inheritance among your families; to the 
larger you shall give a larger inheritance, 
and to the smaller you shall give a smaller 
inheritance; there everyone’s inheritance 
shall be whatever falls to him by lot. You 
shall inherit according to the tribes of your 


* 33:8 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Samari- 
tan Pentateuch, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read from Pi Hahiroth (compare verse 7). 

* 33:45 Same as Ije Abarim, verse 44 

* 33:49 Hebrew Abel Shittim 


33:53 for I have given you the land to possess. It 
was God's land, and He had transferred it from the 
Canaanites to the Israelites. Though the land was 
promised to the nation as a gift, it did not come into 
the possession of the people without their involve- 
ment. Israel had to drive out the inhabitants, destroy 
their high places, their figures, stones, and molten 
images. Still, the land was God's gracious gift to His 
people. In spite of all of our striving, we have only 
what we receive from the hand of the Lord. 
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fathers. >>But if you do not drive out the in- 
habitants of the land from before you, then 
it shall be that those whom you let remain 
shall be ®irritants in your eyes and thorns 
in your sides, and they shall harass you in 
the land where you dwell. >*Moreover it 
shall be that I will do to you as I thought 
to do to them.’” 


The Appointed Boundaries 


of Canaan 
3 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying, 2“Comman4d the children of 

Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come 
into “the land of Canaan, this is the land 
that shall fall to you as an inheritance—the 
land of Canaan to its boundaries. 3? Your 
southern border shall be from the Wil- 
derness of Zin along the border of Edom; 
then your southern border shall extend 
eastward to the end of ¢the Salt Sea; 4your 
border shall turn from the southern side of 
athe Ascent of Akrabbim, continue to Zin, 
and be on the south of ¢Kadesh Barnea; 
then it shall go on to fHazar Addar, and 
continue to Azmon; ®the border shall turn 
from Azmon “to the Brook of Egypt, and it 
shall end at the Sea. 

6‘As for the "western border, you shall 
have the Great Sea for a border; this shall 
be your western border. 

7‘And this shall be your northern bor- 
der: From the Great Sea you shall mark 
out your border line to ‘Mount Hor; 8from 
Mount Hor you shall mark out your border 
ito the entrance of Hamath; then the direc- 
tion of the border shall be toward *Zedad; 
Sthe border shall proceed to Ziphron, and 
it shall end at 'Hazar Enan. This shall be 
your northern border. 

10°You shall mark out your eastern bor- 
der from Hazar Enan to Shepham; !!the 
border shall go down from Shepham to 
mRiblah on the east side of Ain; the bor- 
der shall go down and reach to the eastern 
side of the Sea "of Chinnereth; !2the border 
shall go down along the Jordan, and it shall 
end at othe Salt Sea. This shall be your land 
with its surrounding boundaries.’” 

133Then Moses commanded the children 
of Israel, saying: °“This is the land which 
you shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has 
commanded to give to the nine tribes and 


to the half-tribe. 4¢For the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Reuben according to the house of 
their fathers, and the tribe of the children 
of Gad according to the house of their fa- 
thers, have received their inheritance; and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh has received its 
inheritance. ©The two tribes and the half- 
tribe have received their inheritance on 
this side of the Jordan, across from Jericho 
eastward, toward the sunrise.” 


The Leaders Appointed to Divide 


the Land 

16And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
17“These are the names of the men who 
shall divide the land among you as an in- 
heritance: "Eleazar the priest and Joshua 
the son of Nun. !8And you shall take one 
sleader of every tribe to divide the land for 
the inheritance. 18These are the names 
of the men: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh; 2%from the tribe of 
the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son 
of Ammihud; 2!from the tribe of Benjamin, 
Elidad the son of Chislon; 22a leader from 
the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the 
son of Jogli; 23from the sons of Joseph: a 
leader from the tribe of the children of Ma- 
nasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod, 24and 
a leader from the tribe of the children of 
Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan; 25a 
leader from the tribe of the children of 
Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnach; 
26a leader from the tribe of the children of 
Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan; 27a lead- 
er from the tribe of the children of Asher, 
Ahihud the son of Shelomi; 28and a leader 
from the tribe of the children of Naphtali, 
Pedahel the son of Ammihud.” 

29These are the ones the LORD com- 
manded to divide the inheritance among 
the children of Israel in the land of Canaan. 


Cities for the Levites 
3 And the LorD spoke to Moses in “the 
plains of Moab by the Jordan across 
from Jericho, saying: 2“Command the 
children of Israel that they give the Levites 
cities to dwell in from the inheritance of 
their possession, and you shall also give the 
Levites ‘common-land around the cities. 
3They shall have the cities to dwell in; and 
their common-land shall be for their cattle, 


33:55-56 Butif you do not. If the idolatrous Canaan- 
ites were allowed to live among God's people, they 
would bea constant enticement to sin. If the Israelites 
fell into the same sin as the Canaanites, their punish- 
ment would be the same. 

34:1-12 the land of Canaan to its boundaries. 
Chapter 34 serves as a detailed display of the gran- 
deur of the land that God was about to give to His 
people. 

34:16-29 These are the names of the men. The 
listing of the men serves several purposes. It gives 
authenticity to the record, it memorializes these indi- 
viduals in the history of Israel, and it serves as a legal 


arrangement so that the transfer of the land to the 
tribes would be done in order. 
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for their herds, and for all their animals. 
4The common-land of the cities which you 
will give the Levites shall extend from the 
wall of the city outward a thousand cubits 
all around. 5And you shall measure outside 
the city on the east side two thousand cu- 
bits, on the south side two thousand cubits, 
on the west side two thousand cubits, and 
on the north side two thousand cubits. The 
city shall be in the middle. This shall be- 
long to them as common-land for the cities. 

6“Now among the cities which you will 
give to the Levites you shall appoint 4six 
cities of refuge, to which a manslayer may 
flee. And to these you shall add forty-two 
cities. 7So all the cities you will give to the 
Levites shall be eforty-eight; these you 
shall give with their common-land. 8And 
the cities which you will give shall be from 
the possession of the children of Israel; 
efrom the larger tribe you shall give many, 
from the smaller you shall give few. Each 
shall give some of its cities to the Levites, 
in proportion to the inheritance that each 
receives.” 


Cities of Refuge 

§9Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
10“Speak to the children of Israel, and say 
to them: ’‘When you cross the Jordan into 
the land of Canaan, !then ‘you shall ap- 
point cities to be cities of refuge for you, 
that the manslayer who kills any person 
accidentally may flee there. !2/They shall 
be cities of refuge for you from the aveng- 
er, that the manslayer may not die until he 
stands before the congregation in judg- 
ment. !3And of the cities which you give, 
you shall have six cities of refuge. 4!You 
shall appoint three cities on this side of 
the Jordan, and three cities you shall ap- 
point in the land of Canaan, which will be 
cities of refuge. 5These six cities shall be 
for refuge for the children of Israel, ™for 
the stranger, and for the sojourner among 
them, that anyone who kills a person acci- 
dentally may flee there. 

16n‘But if he strikes him with an iron im- 
plement, so that he dies, he is a murderer; 
the murderer shall surely be put to death. 
17And if he strikes him with a stone in the 
hand, by which one could die, and he does 
die, he is a murderer; the murderer shall 


Numbers 35:32. @ 185 
surely be put to death. !8Or if he strikes him 
with a wooden hand weapon, by which one 
could die, and he does die, he is a murderer; 
the murderer shall surely be put to death. 
190The avenger of blood himself shall put 
the murderer to death; when he meets him, 
he shall put him to death. 2°If he pushes 
him out of hatred or, «while lying in wait, 
hurls something at him so that he dies, 2!or 
in enmity he strikes him with his hand so 
that he dies, the one who struck him shall 
surely be put to death. He is a murderer. 
The avenger of blood shall put the murder- 
er to death when he meets him. 

22‘However, if he pushes him suddenly 
‘without enmity, or throws anything at him 
without lying in wait, 23or uses a stone, by 
which a man could die, throwing it at him 
without seeing him, so that he dies, while 
he was not his enemy or seeking his harm, 
24then sthe congregation shall judge be- 
tween the manslayer and the avenger of 
blood according to these judgments. 25So 
the congregation shall deliver the manslay- 
er from the hand of the avenger of blood, 
and the congregation shall return him to 
the city of refuge where he had fled, and 
the shall remain there until the death of 
the high priest “who was anointed with the 
holy oil. 26But if the manslayer at any time 
goes outside the limits of the city of refuge 
where he fled, 27and the avenger of blood 
finds him outside the limits of his city of 
refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the 
manslayer, he shall not be guilty of blood, 
28because he should have remained in his 
city of refuge until the death of the high 
priest. But after the death of the high priest 
the manslayer may return to the land of his 
possession. 

29‘And these things shall be va statute of 
judgment to you throughout your genera- 
tions in all your dwellings. 30 Whoever kills 
a person, the murderer shall be put to death 
on the wtestimony of witnesses; but one 
witness is not sufficient testimony against 
a person for the death penalty. 31 Moreover 
you shall take no ransom for the life of a 
murderer who is guilty of death, but he 
shall surely be put to death. 32And you shall 
take no ransom for him who has fled to his 
city of refuge, that he may return to dwell 
in the land before the death of the priest. 


35:29-34 statute of judgment. The practice of 
blood vengeance was common in the ancient Near 
East. Divine law was formulated to control and limit 
blood vengeance in Israel (vv. 9-34). God’s Word 
differed significantly from the surrounding cultures. 
The difference of practice was due to Israel’s unique 
view of man created in God's image. These directives 
regarding blood vengeance are referred to here as a 
“statute of judgment,” coming from a word meaning 
“to engrave.” The Word of God was written, given to 
govern and direct their conduct “in all their dwell- 
ings.” We can be truly grateful that the revelation of 
God comes to us in a permanently accessible form. 


35:30-34 Whoever kills a person. The people were 
not to confuse accidental manslaughter with pre- 
meditated murder. 
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33So you shall not pollute the land where 
you are; for blood *defiles the land, and no 
atonement can be made for the land, for 
the blood that is shed on it, except »by the 
blood of him who shed it. 34Therefore zdo 
not defile the land which you inhabit, in 
the midst of which I dwell; for ¢I the LORD 
dwell among the children of Israel.’” 


Marriage of Female Heirs 
3 Now the chief fathers of the fam- 
ilies of the “children of Gilead the 
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the 
families of the sons of Joseph, came near 
and »spoke before Moses and before the 
leaders, the chief fathers of the children 
of Israel. 2And they said: c“The LORD com- 
manded my lord Moses to give the land as 
an inheritance by lot to the children of Is- 
rael, and ¢my lord was commanded by the 
LORD to give the inheritance of our brother 
Zelophehad to his daughters. 3Now if they 
are married to any of the sons of the other 
tribes of the children of Israel, then their 
inheritance will be etaken from the inheri- 
tance of our fathers, and it will be added to 
the inheritance of the tribe into which they 
marry; so it will be taken from the lot of 
our inheritance. 4And when ‘the Jubilee of 
the children of Israel comes, then their in- 
heritance will be added to the inheritance 
of the tribe into which they marry; so their 
inheritance will be taken away from the in- 
heritance of the tribe of our fathers.” 
5Then Moses commanded the children 


of Israel according to the word of the 
LORD, saying: ¢“What the tribe of the sons 
of Joseph speaks is right. 6This is what the 
LORD commands concerning the daugh- 
ters of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them mar- 
ry whom they think best, "but they may 
marry only within the family of their fa- 
ther’s tribe.’ 7So the inheritance of the chil- 
dren of Israel shall not change hands from 
tribe to tribe, for every one of the children 
of Israel shall ‘keep the inheritance of the 
tribe of his fathers. 8And jevery daughter 
who possesses an inheritance in any tribe 
of the children of Israel shall be the wife 
of one of the family of her father’s tribe, so 
that the children of Israel each may pos- 
sess the inheritance of his fathers. 9Thus 
no inheritance shall change hands from 
one tribe to another, but every tribe of the 
children of Israel shall keep its own inher- 
itance.” 

10Just as the LORD commanded Moses, 
so did the daughters of Zelophehad; !!?for 
Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 
Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were 
married to the sons of their father’s broth- 
ers. 12They were married into the families 
of the children of Manasseh the son of Jo- 
seph, and their inheritance remained in the 
tribe of their father’s family. 

13These are the commandments and the 
judgments which the LORD commanded 
the children of Israel by the hand of Moses 
lin the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across 
from Jericho. 


36:5-13 only within the family of their father’s 
tribe. This beautiful example of concern for fair treat- 
ment of Zelophehad’s daughters, consideration for 
the well-being of the tribe, and obedience to Moses’ 
decision is a happy ending to this book that is so full 
of hard-heartedness and disobedience. 


35:33* Ps. 106:38 YGen.9:6 35:342Lev. 18:24, 25 
Ex. 29:45,46 36:1?Num. 26:29 &Num. 27:1-11 
36:2¢Josh. 17:4 7Num. 27:1,5-7 36:3 Num. 27:4 
36:4fLev.25:10 36:59Num. 27:7 36:6"Num. 
36:11,12 36:7/1Kin. 21:3  36:8/1 Chr. 23:22 
36:11‘ Num. 26:33; 27:1 36:13/Num. 26:3; 33:50 


THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES CALLED 


DEUTERONOMY 


AUTHOR: Numerous external and internal evidences support the authorship of 
Moses. The Old Testament attributes Deuteronomy to Moses (Josh. 1:7; Judg. 3:4; 
1 Kin. 2:3; 2 Kin. 14:6; Ezra 3:2; Neh. 1:7; Ps. 103:7; Dan. 9:11; Mal. 4:4), and there is 
evidence from Joshua and 1 Samuel to indicate that these laws existed in the form 
of codified written statutes that influenced the Israelites in Canaan. Christ quot- 
ed Deuteronomy when He was being tempted (Matt. 4:4,7,10) and attributed it to 
Moses (Matt. 19:7-9; Mark 7:10; Luke 20:28; John 5:45-47) as do the more than eighty 
citations of Deuteronomy in the New Testament. Internally, the book includes about 
forty claims to Moses as the author (1:1-5; 4:44-46; 29:1; 31:9,24-26). The political 
and geographic details of Deuteronomy indicate a firsthand knowledge of the 
events. 

TIME: c. 1405 B.c. KEY VERSES: Deut. 30:19-20 

THEME: Deuteronomy is a series of addresses that Moses gives to the nation of 
Israel just before it enters the Promised Land. In many ways it can be seen as the 
coach's speech given to a team just before it takes the field. The book reviews and 
reiterates what has been taught in the previous books of Moses in the same way 
that a coach’s last instructions contain a review of the basic game plan and what has 
been covered in practice. The purpose of that speech is to focus on what to do and 
then create the motivation to carry it out. For the Israelites much of the previous 
instruction was somewhat hypothetical. Many of the laws assumed the occupation 
of the land. Now, as they stand looking over the Jordan River, they're within reach of 
moving from the hypothetical to the real and practical. God has renewed His mar- 


velous covenant with them. Now is the time to live up to its requirements. 


The Previous Command to Enter 


Canaan 

These are the words which Moses spoke 

to all Israel ¢on this side of the Jordan 
in the wilderness, in the plain* opposite 
Suph,* between Paran, Tophel, Laban, 
Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2It is eleven days’ 
journey from Horeb by way of Mount Seir 
bto Kadesh Barnea. 3Now it came to pass 
cin the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, 
on the first day of the month, that Moses 
spoke to the children of Israel according to 
all that the LORD had given him as com- 
mandments to them, 4¢after he had killed 
Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in 
Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who 
dwelt at Ashtaroth ¢in* Edrei. 

5On this side of the Jordan in the land 
of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, 
saying, §“The LORD our God spoke to us 
fin Horeb, saying: ‘You have dwelt long 


Zenough at this mountain. 7Turn and take 
your journey, and go to the mountains of 
the Amorites, to all the neighboring places 
in the plain,* in the mountains and in the 
lowland, in the South and on the seacoast, 
to the land of the Canaanites and to Leb- 
anon, as far as the great river, the River 
Euphrates. 8See, I have set the land before 
you; go in and possess the land which the 
LORD swore to your fathers—to "Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob—to give to them and their 
descendants after them.’ 


Tribal Leaders Appointed 

9“And ‘I spoke to you at that time, saying: 
‘Talone am not able to bear you. !0The LORD 
your God has multiplied you, and here you 


* 1:1 Hebrew arabah * One manuscript of the 
Septuagint, also Targum and Vulgate, read Red 
Sea. *1:4 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read 
and (compare Joshua 12:4). * 1:7 Hebrew arabah 


1:2 eleven days’ journey. A journey that might have 
taken Israel less than two weeks to complete lasted 
forty years because of unbelief and disobedience 
(Num. 13-14). 

1:5 law. The Hebrew word translated “law” basically 
means “instruction.” 
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188 @ Deuteronomy 1:11 
are today, as the stars of heaven in multi- 
tude. UkMay the LORD God of your fathers 
make you a thousand times more numer- 
ous than you are, and bless you !as He has 
promised you! !2™How can I alone bear 
your problems and your burdens and your 
complaints? !8Choose wise, understanding, 
and knowledgeable men from among your 
tribes, and I will make them heads over 
you.’ 4And you answered me and said, ‘The 
thing which you have told us to do is good.’ 
15So I took "the heads of your tribes, wise 
and knowledgeable men, and made them 
heads over you, leaders of thousands, lead- 
ers of hundreds, leaders of fifties, leaders of 
tens, and officers for your tribes. 

16“Then I commanded your judges at 
that time, saying, ‘Hear the cases between 
your brethren, and °judge righteously 
between a man and his Pbrother or the 
stranger who is with him. !77You shall not 
show partiality in judgment; you shall hear 
the small as well as the great; you shall not 
be afraid in any man’s presence, for ‘the 
judgment is God’s. The case that is too 
hard for you, sbring to me, and I will hear 
it’ 18And I commanded you at that time all 
the things which you should do. 


Israel's Refusal to Enter the Land 

19*So we departed from Horeb, tand 
went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness which you saw on the way 
to the mountains of the Amorites, as the 
LORD our God had commanded us. Then 
uwe came to Kadesh Barnea. 29And I said 
to you, ‘You have come to the mountains of 
the Amorites, which the LORD our God is 
giving us. 21Look, the LORD your God has 
set the land before you; go up and possess 
it, as the LORD God of your fathers has spo- 
ken to you; do not fear or be discouraged.’ 

22“And every one of you came near to 
me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, 
and let them search out the land for us, 
and bring back word to us of the way by 
which we should go up, and of the cities 
into which we shall come,’ 

23“The plan pleased me well; so vI took 
twelve of your men, one man from each 


tribe. 24xAnd they departed and went up 
into the mountains, and came to the Valley 
of Eshcol, and spied it out. 25They also took 
some of the fruit of the land in their hands 
and brought it down to us; and they brought 
back word to us, saying, ‘It is a Ygood land 
which the LORD our God is giving us.’ 

26z“Nevertheless you would not go up, 
but rebelled against the command of the 
LORD your God; 27and you ¢complained 
in your tents, and said, ‘Because the LORD 
bhates us, He has brought us out of the land 
of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us. 28Where can we 
go up? Our brethren have discouraged our 
hearts, saying, ““The people are greater 
and taller than we; the cities are great and 
fortified up to heaven; moreover we have 
seen the sons of the ¢Anakim there.”’ 

29“Then I said to you, ‘Do not be terri- 
fied, eor afraid of them. 30f/The LORD your 
God, who goes before you, He will fight 
for you, according to all He did for you in 
Egypt before your eyes, #!and in the wil- 
derness where you saw how the LORD your 
God carried you, as a man carries his son, 
in all the way that you went until you came 
to this place.’ 32 Yet, for all that, "you did not 
believe the LORD your God, 33iwho went in 
the way before you ‘to search out a place 
for you to pitch your tents, to show you the 
way you should go, in the fire by night and 
in the cloud by day. 


The Penalty for Israel's Rebellion 

34“A nd the LORD heard the sound of your 
words, and was angry, and took an oath, 
saying, 35/‘Surely not one of these men of 
this evil generation shall see that good land 
of which I swore to give to your fathers, 
36mexcept Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he 
shall see it, and to him and his children I 
am giving the land on which he walked, 
because "he wholly followed the LORD.’ 
370The LORD was also angry with me for 
your sakes, saying, ‘Even you shall not go 
in there. 38»Joshua the son of Nun, *who 
stands before you, he shall go in there. 
rEncourage him, for he shall cause Israel 
to inherit it. 


1:13 wise, understanding. The qualities of the lead- 
ers reflect the attributes of God. Wisdom is the ability 
to judge fairly and understand and make wise use of 
facts. Discernment or understanding is the ability to 
find the hidden or obscure aspects of a situation. 
1:20 Amorites. The Amorites were one of the groups 
Israel encountered in their approach to the Promised 
Land. This term is often a general designation for the 
Canaanites. 

1:26-28 you complained. An attitude of complain- 
ing and criticism toward the circumstances in our 
lives keeps us from seeing God's hand in the situa- 
tion. Our situation may indeed be difficult, but God 
has promised that He will never leave us nor forsake 
us. Paul said that he had learned how to be content in 
every circumstance. He made it a habit to give thanks 
in all things, and knew how to be contented with 


little, and how to be contented with much. He knew 
that he could do anything through Christ, who gives 
us strength (Phil. 4:13). 

1:28 the Anakim. The Anakim were an ancient peo- 
ple known for their great size (Num. 13:28). 
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39s‘Moreover your little ones and your 
children, who tyou say will be victims, who 
today “have no knowledge of good and evil, 
they shall go in there; to them I will give it, 
and they shall possess it. 4°vBut as for you, 
turn and take your journey into the wilder- 
ness by the Way of the Red Sea.’ 

41“Then you answered and said to me, 
w'We have sinned against the LORD; we 
will go up and fight, just as the LORD our 
God commanded us.’ And when everyone 
of you had girded on his weapons of war, 
you were ready to go up into the mountain. 

42“And the LORD said to me, ‘Tell them, 
x“Do not go up nor fight, for I am not 
among you; lest you be defeated before 
your enemies.”’ 43So I spoke to you; yet 
you would not listen, but yrebelled against 
the command of the LORD, and 7presump- 
tuously went up into the mountain. 44And 
the Amorites who dwelt in that mountain 
came out against you and chased you as 
bees do, and drove you back from Seir to 
Hormah. “Then you returned and wept 
before the LORD, but the LORD would not 
listen to your voice nor give ear to you. 

46b“So you remained in Kadesh many 
days, according to the days that you spent 
there. 


The Desert Years 

a“Then we turned and journeyed into 

the wilderness of the Way of the Red 
Sea, bas the LORD spoke to me, and we 
skirted Mount Seir for many days. 

2“And the LORD spoke to me, saying: 
3°You have skirted this mountain ‘long 
enough; turn northward. 4And command 
the people, saying, “You are about to pass 
through the territory of ¢your brethren, the 
descendants of Esau, who live in Seir; and 
they will be afraid of you. Therefore watch 
yourselves carefully. 5Do not meddle with 
them, for I will not give you any of their 
land, no, not so much as one footstep, fbe- 
cause I have given Mount Seir to Esau as 
a possession. ®You shall buy food from 


Deuteronomy 2:18 @ 189 
them with money, that you may eat; and 
you shall also buy water from them with 
money, that you may drink. 

7For the LORD your God has blessed 
you in all the work of your hand. He knows 
your trudging through this great wilder- 
ness. “These forty years the LORD your 
God has been with you; you have lacked 
nothing.”’ 

8“And when we passed beyond our breth- 
ren, the descendants of Esau who dwell in 
Seir, away from the road of the plain, away 
from ’Elath and Ezion Geber, we ‘turned 
and passed by way of the Wilderness of 
Moab. 9Then the LorD said to me, ‘Do not 
harass Moab, nor contend with them in bat- 
tle, for I will not give you any of their land 
as a possession, because I have given ijAr to 
kthe descendants of Lot as a possession.’” 

10(The Emim had dwelt there in times 
past, a people as great and numerous and 
tall as "the Anakim. !!'They were also re- 
garded as giants,* like the Anakim, but the 
Moabites call them Emim. !2"The Horites 
formerly dwelt in Seir, but the descendants 
of Esau dispossessed them and destroyed 
them from before them, and dwelt in their 
place, just as Israel did to the land of their 
possession which the LORD gave them.) 

13“‘Now rise and cross over °the Valley 
of the Zered.’ So we crossed over the Val- 
ley of the Zered. 14And the time we took 
to come »from Kadesh Barnea until we 
crossed over the Valley of the Zered was 
thirty-eight years, ¢until all the generation 
of the men of war was consumed from the 
midst of the camp, "just as the LORD had 
sworn to them. !5For indeed the hand of the 
LORD was against them, to destroy them 
from the midst of the camp until they were 
consumed. 

16“So it was, when all the men of war 
had finally perished from among the peo- 
ple, !7that the LORD spoke to me, saying: 
18‘This day you are to cross over at Ar, the 


* 2:11 Hebrew rephaim 


1:39 your children, who you say will be victims. The 
most outrageous of Israel's complaints against God 
was that He had wanted their children to die (Num. 
14:31). But the Lord demonstrated His love and faith- 
fulness to His people by protecting those younger 
than 20 so that they could inherit the land. 

1:44 Hormah. This name means “destruction,” and 
probably refers to a site south of the Amorite hill 
country by Kadesh Barnea that was later called by 
that name. 

2:7 God has blessed. The Israelites could not have 
survived forty years in the wilderness without the 
miraculous provision of God. That care has been an 
inspiration and encouragement to God’s people 
throughout history. Those who receive God's bounty 
with a thankful heart find that it is enough, no matter 
how difficult the circumstances, and those who com- 
plain never recognize His blessing at all. 

2:8 we turned and passed by way. The Israelites 
turned away from the way of the Red Sea, on which 


these cities were located and turned to the wilderness 
of Moab, which was the area east of Moab (Num. 33:44). 
2:9 Ar. Ar is a synonym for the region of Moab. The 
Moabites were related to the Israelites through Lot 
(Gen. 19:37). 

2:13 Zered. The brook of Zered was east of the Dead 
Sea at the border between Edom and Moab. 

2:15 hand. The term “hand” suggests God's personal 
involvement both in acts of deliverance (Ex. 15:6) and 
in chastisement. 
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boundary of Moab. !8And when you come 
near the people of Ammon, do not harass 
them or meddle with them, for I will not 
give you any of the land of the people of 
Ammon as a possession, because I have 
given it to sthe descendants of Lot as a 
possession.’” 

20(That was also regarded as a land of 
giants;* giants formerly dwelt there. But 
the Ammonites call them ‘Zamzummim, 
2lua people as great and numerous and tall 
as the Anakim. But the LORD destroyed 
them before them, and they dispossessed 
them and dwelt in their place, 22just as 
He had done for the descendants of Esau, 
vwho dwelt in Seir, when He destroyed “the 
Horites from before them. They dispos- 
sessed them and dwelt in their place, even 
to this day. 23And *the Avim, who dwelt in 
villages as far as Gaza—’the Caphtorim, 
who came from Caphtor, destroyed them 
and dwelt in their place.) 

24“*Rise, take your journey, and Zcross 
over the River Arnon. Look, I have given 
into your hand ¢Sihon the Amorite, king 
of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to possess 
it, and engage him in battle. 25>This day I 
will begin to put the dread and fear of you 
upon the nations under the whole heav- 
en, who shall hear the report of you, and 
shall ¢tremble and be in anguish because 
of you.’ 


King Sihon Defeated 

26“And I dsent messengers from the 
Wilderness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of 
Heshbon, ewith words of peace, saying, 
27f‘Let me pass through your land; I will 
keep strictly to the road, and I will turn nei- 
ther to the right nor to the left. 28 You shall 
sell me food for money, that I may eat, and 
give me water for money, that I may drink; 
gonly let me pass through on foot, 29hjust 
as the descendants of Esau who dwell in 
Seir and the Moabites who dwell in Ar did 


for me, until I cross the Jordan to the land 
which the LorD our God is giving us.’ 

30i“But Sihon king of Heshbon would not 
let us pass through, for ‘the LORD your God 
khardened his spirit and made his heart ob- 
stinate, that He might deliver him into your 
hand, as it is this day. 

31“And the LORD said to me, ‘See, I have 
begun to 'give Sihon and his land over 
to you. Begin to possess it, that you may 
inherit his land.’ 32™Then Sihon and all 
his people came out against us to fight 
at Jahaz. 33And "the LORD our God deliv- 
ered him over to us; so we defeated him, 
his sons, and all his people. 34We took all 
his cities at that time, and we Putterly de- 
stroyed the men, women, and little ones of 
every city; we left none remaining. 35We 
took only the livestock as plunder for our- 
selves, with the spoil of the cities which we 
took. 364From Aroer, which is on the bank 
of the River Arnon, and from ‘the city that 
is in the ravine, as far as Gilead, there was 
not one city too strong for us; sthe LORD our 
God delivered all to us. 37Only you did not 
go near the land of the people of Ammon— 
anywhere along the River tJabbok, or to 
the cities of the mountains, or “wherever 
the LORD our God had forbidden us. 


King Og Defeated 

“Then we turned and went up the road 

to Bashan; and “Og king of Bashan 
came out against us, he and all his people, 
to battle bat Edrei. 2And the LORD said to 
me, ‘Do not fear him, for I have delivered 
him and all his people and his land into 
your hand; you shall do to him as you did 
to ¢Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt 
at Heshbon.’ 

3“So the LORD our God also delivered 
into our hands Og king of Bashan, with all 
his people, and we attacked him until he 


* 2:20 Hebrew rephaim 


2:23 Avim... Gaza... Caphtorim... Caphtor. The 
Avim lived in villages between the Jordan and the 
Mediterranean coast. Gaza was a Philistine city on the 
Mediterranean coast. The Caphtorim were a group of 
tribes that came by sea to the coasts of Canaan and 
Egypt. Caphtor is possibly the same as Crete (Gen. 
10:14). 

2:24 River Arnon. The river Arnon was the traditional 
border between Moab and Ammon. 

2:26 Wilderness of Kedemoth. This desert within 
the territory of Sihon was located on its eastern bor- 
der, east of the Dead Sea. 

2:32 Jahaz. Jahaz was located north of Kedemoth 
(Is. 15:4). 

2:34-35 utterly destroyed. By the law of the ban, 
every living thing, human and animal, was to be put 
to death. Sometimes, as in this case, the Lord permit- 
ted the Israelites to take livestock and property as 
spoil, and sometimes the Lord permitted the women 
and children to be spared. Canaanite idolatry had 
reached such abominable levels that the Lord was 


not willing to put up with it any longer. He intended 
to put an end to it, and also to prevent the Israelites 
from being corrupted by the Canaanites. 

2:36-37 Aroer... Gilead... Jabbok. Aroer was a 
city on the northern bank of the river Arnon at the 
border between Sihon and Moab. Gilead was the 
northern boundary of Sihon. Jabbok was the river 
Jacob crossed on his way back to Canaan (Gen. 32:22). 
3:1 Bashan... Og. Bashan was the region east of the 
Sea of Galilee. The territory of Og may have extended 
south of the river Yarmuk into Gilead. 


2:195Gen. 19:38 2:20'Gen.14:5 2:214 Deut. 2:10 
2:22” Gen. 36:8 “ Gen. 14:6; 36:20-30 2:23 Josh. 13:3 
yGen.10:14 2:242Judg. 11:18 @Deut. 1:4 2:25 Ex. 
23:27 CEx.15:14-16 — 2:264Num. 21:21-32 Deut. 20:10 
2:27 fJudg.11:19 2:289Num. 20:19 2:29"Deut. 
23:3,4 2:30/Num. 21:23 /Josh. 11:20 KEx. 4:21 
2:31!Deut. 1:3,8 2:32""Num. 21:23 2:33 "Deut. 7:2 
Num. 21:24 2:34PLev.27:28 2:369Deut. 3:12; 4:48 
' Josh. 13:9, 16 5Ps.44:3 2:37'Gen. 32:22 4 Deut. 2:5, 9, 
19 3:14Num. 21:33-35 ®Deut. 1:4  3:2¢Num. 21:34 


had no survivors remaining. 4And we took 
all his cities at that time; there was not a 
city which we did not take from them: sixty 
cities, ¢all the region of Argob, the king- 
dom of Og in Bashan. 5All these cities were 
fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, 
besides a great many rural towns. And we 
utterly destroyed them, as we did to Sihon 
king eof Heshbon, utterly destroying the 
men, women, and children of every city. 
7But all the livestock and the spoil of the 
cities we took as booty for ourselves. 

8“And at that time we took the fland from 
the hand of the two kings of the Amorites 
who were on this side of the Jordan, from 
the River Arnon to Mount Hermon 9(the 
Sidonians call "Hermon Sirion, and the 
Amorites call it Senin), !all the cities of the 
plain, all Gilead, and jall Bashan, as far as 
Salcah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of 
Og in Bashan. 

llk“For only Og king of Bashan remained 
of the remnant of 'the giants.* Indeed his 
bedstead was an iron bedstead. (Is it not in 
mRabbah of the people of Ammon?) Nine 
cubits is its length and four cubits its width, 
according to the standard cubit. 


The Land East of the Jordan 
Divided 

12“And this "land, which we possessed at 
that time, °from Aroer, which is by the Riv- 
er Arnon, and half the mountains of Gile- 
ad and Pits cities, I gave to the Reubenites 
and the Gadites. !39The rest of Gilead, and 
all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to 
half the tribe of Manasseh. (All the region 
of Argob, with all Bashan, was called the 
land of the giants.* "Jair the son of Ma- 
nasseh took all the region of Argob, sas 
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far as the border of the Geshurites and the 
Maachathites, and tcalled Bashan after his 
own name, Havoth Jair,* to this day.) 

15“Also I gave uGilead to Machir. 16And 
to the Reubenites vand the Gadites I gave 
from Gilead as far as the River Arnon, the 
middle of the river as the border, as far as 
the River Jabbok, “the border of the people 
of Ammon; !’the plain also, with the Jor- 
dan as the border, from Chinnereth xas far 
as the east side of the Sea of the Arabah 
y(the Salt Sea), below the slopes of Pisgah. 

18“Then I commanded you at that time, 
saying: ‘The LORD your God has given you 
this land to possess. 7All you men of valor 
shall cross over armed before your breth- 
ren, the children of Israel. 18But your wives, 
your little ones, and your livestock (I know 
that you have much livestock) shall stay in 
your cities which I have given you, 2°until 
the LorD has given ¢rest to your brethren 
as to you, and they also possess the land 
which the LORD your God is giving them 
beyond the Jordan. Then each of you may 
breturn to his possession which I have giv- 
en you.’ 

21“And ¢I commanded Joshua at that 
time, saying, ‘Your eyes have seen all that 
the LORD your God has done to these two 
kings; so will the LORD do to all the king- 
doms through which you pass. 22 You must 
not fear them, for ¢the LORD your God 
Himself fights for you.’ 


Moses Forbidden to Enter the Land 

23“Then ¢I pleaded with the LORD at that 
time, saying: 24‘0 Lord GOD, You have be- 
gun to show Your servant fYour greatness 


*3:11 Hebrew rephaim *3:13 Hebrew rephaim 
* 3:14 Literally Towns of Jair 


3:8 Mount Hermon. Mount Hermon is in the moun- 
tain range in the north between Canaan and Leba- 
non. 

3:9-11 Sidonians. The Sidonians were Phoenicians, 
a well-known ancient seafaring people. 

3:10 Salcah. Salcah was a city located at the eastern 
border of Bashan. 

3:11 bedstead. “Bedstead” could also be translated 
sarcophagus, that is, stone coffin. Rabbah. Rabbah 
was on the site of Amman, the capital of modern 
Jordan. cubit. The ordinary cubit is about eighteen 
inches. Nine cubits is about thirteen feet, and four 
cubits is about six feet. 

3:14 Geshurites ... Maachathites. The Geshurites 
lived east of the Sea of Galilee and south of Mount 
Hermon. The Maachathites were descended from 
Abraham's brother Nahor. 

3:17 Chinnereth. Chinnereth is another name for the 
Sea of Galilee. 

3:23-25 pleaded with the Lorb. Moses was a man 
of prayer and a man of God. He had repeatedly inter- 
ceded with God for the rebellious Israelites, and 
God had answered those prayers. Yet this request 
of Moses to enter the Promised Land was answered 
with a decided “no,” and with the command not to 
mention the matter again. We usually don’t know 


why God says “no” to things that seem not only rea- 
sonable, but right and good to us. It is hard to give 
thanks for the answer we did not want, but we must 
learn that “no” can also be the hand of our loving 
Heavenly Father. Most of the time we won't see, this 
side of heaven, how grateful we ought to be for the 
“no” of God. 

3:24 O Lord Gob. The Hebrew word for “Lord,” or 
“Master,” is followed by the personal name of God 
Yahweh, here translated “Gop"). The respect and 
humbleness in calling God “Master,” the long com- 
panionship revealed in calling God by the covenant 
name, and the pleading, just to see the Promised 
Land, poignantly speak of Moses’ longing. 
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and Your mighty hand, for *what god is 
there in heaven or on earth who can do 
anything like Your works and Your mighty 
deeds? 25] pray, let me cross over and see 
hthe good land beyond the Jordan, those 
pleasant mountains, and Lebanon.’ 

26“But the LORD ‘was angry with me on 
your account, and would not listen to me. 
So the LORD said to me: ‘Enough of that! 
Speak no more to Me of this matter. 277Go 
up to the top of Pisgah, and lift your eyes 
toward the west, the north, the south, and 
the east; behold it with your eyes, for you 
shall not cross over this Jordan. 28But 
kcommand Joshua, and encourage him and 
strengthen him; for he shall go over before 
this people, and he shall cause them to in- 
herit the land which you will see.’ 

29“So we stayed in !the valley opposite 
Beth Peor. 


Moses Commands Obedience 
4 “Now, O Israel, listen to “the statutes 

and the judgments which I teach you to 
observe, that you may live, and go in and 
possess the land which the LORD God of 
your fathers is giving you. 2° You shall not 
add to the word which I command you, nor 
take from it, that you may keep the com- 
mandments of the LORD your God which I 
command you. 3 Your eyes have seen what 
the LorD did at ‘Baal Peor; for the LORD 
your God has destroyed from among you 
all the men who followed Baal of Peor. 4But 
you who held fast to the LORD your God are 
alive today, every one of you. 

5“Surely I have taught you statutes and 
judgments, just as the LORD my God com- 
manded me, that you should act accord- 
ing to them in the land which you go to 
possess. 6Therefore be careful to observe 
them; for this is 4your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the peoples 
who will hear all these statutes, and say, 


‘Surely this great nation is a wise and un- 
derstanding people.’ 

7“For ewhat great nation is there that has 
fGod so near to it, as the LORD our God is to 
us, for whatever reason we may call upon 
Him? 8And what great nation is there that 
has such statutes and righteous judgments 
as are in all this law which I set before you 
this day? 9Only take heed to yourself, and 
diligently #keep yourself, lest you "forget 
the things your eyes have seen, and lest 
they depart from your heart all the days 
of your life. And ‘teach them to your chil- 
dren and your grandchildren, especially 
concerning ‘the day you stood before the 
LORD your God in Horeb, when the LORD 
said to me, ‘Gather the people to Me, and I 
will let them hear My words, that they may 
learn to fear Me all the days they live on 
the earth, and that they may teach their 
children.’ 

“Then you came near and stood at the 
foot of the mountain, and the mountain 
burned with fire to the midst of heaven, 
with darkness, cloud, and thick darkness. 
12kAnd the LORD spoke to you out of the 
midst of the fire. You heard the sound of 
the words, but saw no form; ‘you only heard 
a voice. 138mSo He declared to you His cov- 
enant which He commanded you to per- 
form, "the Ten Commandments; and °-He 
wrote them on two tablets of stone. 4#And 
Pthe LORD commanded me at that time to 
teach you statutes and judgments, that you 
might observe them in the land which you 
cross over to possess. 


Beware of Idolatry 

15a“Take careful heed to yourselves, for 
you saw no ‘form when the LORD spoke to 
you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 
16Jest you sact corruptly and tmake for 
yourselves a carved image in the form of 
any figure: “the likeness of male or female, 


3:29 Beth Peor. This was a pagan site dedicated to 
Baal of Peor (Num. 25:3—5) and was the scene of Is- 
rael's first disastrous encounter with the sexually cen- 
tered worship of Baal (4:3). 

4:1 listen. The exhortation to listen includes an 
encouragement to obey (4:9; 5:1; 6:3-4). 

4:6 in the sight of the peoples. By living in obedi- 
ence to God, Israel would become a countercultural 
force, showing the way of God in both society and 
government. 

4:9 your children. One of the purposes of the family 
is to pass on from generation to generation the acts 
of God among men. In times where the written record 
did not exist, or where people could not read, the won- 
derful acts of God were repeated in stories and con- 
versations. With the Bible readily available, we don’t 
have to rely on our memories alone to recall the things 
that God has done, but we are still responsible to make 
these things known to our children. It is also important 
to tell our children about the times that the Lord has 
answered our prayers, convicted our conscience, and 
blessed us with His peace. The best role model a child 
canhaveisa parent whose heartis centered onthe Lord. 


4:12 heard... but saw no form. The Lord revealed 
His glory to the Israelites, but they saw no visual 
image other than darkness and fire. They did hear 
God's voice, however (v. 15). This verse reminds us 
that God is Spirit John 4:24). 

4:15-19 you saw no form. There was no way of 
describing or giving shape with any image to the 
experience of God’s presence at Sinai (Ex. 20:18). 
Since Israel had not seen the form of God, they could 
not represent Him in any way. Although people were 
created in the likeness of God (Gen. 1:26-27), no 
image created in human likeness could represent 
God, nor could any animal or the majestic heavenly 
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I7the likeness of any animal that is on the 
earth or the likeness of any winged bird 
that flies in the air, !8the likeness of any- 
thing that creeps on the ground or the like- 
ness of any fish that is in the water beneath 
the earth. 18And take heed, lest you “lift 
your eyes to heaven, and when you see the 
sun, the moon, and the stars, wall the host 
of heaven, you feel driven to worship them 
and serve them, which the LORD your God 
has given to all the peoples under the whole 
heaven as a heritage. 29But the LORD has 
taken you and Ybrought you out of the iron 
furnace, out of Egypt, to be zHis people, 
an inheritance, as you are this day. 21Fur- 
thermore “the LORD was angry with me 
for your sakes, and swore that »I would not 
cross over the Jordan, and that I would not 
enter the good land which the LORD your 
God is giving you as an inheritance. 22But 
cI must die in this land, ¢I must not cross 
over the Jordan; but you shall cross over 
and possess ¢that good land. 23Take heed 
to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant 
of the LORD your God which He made with 
you, fand make for yourselves a carved 
image in the form of anything which the 
LORD your God has forbidden you. 24For 
the LORD your God is a consuming fire, 
ha jealous God. 

25“When you beget children and grand- 
children and have grown old in the land, 
and act corruptly and make a carved im- 
age in the form of anything, and ‘do evil in 
the sight of the LORD your God to provoke 
Him to anger, 26i] call heaven and earth to 
witness against you this day, that you will 
soon utterly perish from the land which 
you cross over the Jordan to possess; you 
will not prolong your days in it, but will 
be utterly destroyed. 27And the LORD will 
scatter you among the peoples, and you 
will be left few in number among the na- 
tions where the LORD will drive you. 28And 
‘there you will serve gods, the work of 
men’s hands, wood and stone, ™which nei- 
ther see nor hear nor eat nor smell. 29"But 
from there you will seek the LORD your 
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God, and you will find Him if you seek Him 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 
30When you are in distress, and all these 
things come upon you in the °latter days, 
when you "turn to the LORD your God and 
obey His voice 31(for the LORD your God is 
a merciful God), He will not forsake you 
nor @destroy you, nor forget the covenant of 
your fathers which He swore to them. 
32“For 'rask now concerning the days that 
are past, which were before you, since the 
day that God created man on the earth, and 
ask sfrom one end of heaven to the other, 
whether any great thing like this has hap- 
pened, or anything like it has been heard. 
33tDid any people ever hear the voice of 
God speaking out of the midst of the fire, 
as you have heard, and live? 34Or did God 
ever try to go and take for Himself a na- 
tion from the midst of another nation, uby 
trials, Yby signs, by wonders, by war, “by 
a mighty hand and xan outstretched arm, 
yand by great terrors, according to all that 
the LoRD your God did for you in Egypt be- 
fore your eyes? 35To you it was shown, that 
you might know that the LORD Himself 
is God; 2there is none other besides Him. 
36aQut of heaven He let you hear His voice, 
that He might instruct you; on earth He 
showed you His great fire, and you heard 
His words out of the midst of the fire. 37And 
because »He loved your fathers, therefore 
He chose their descendants after them; 
and cHe brought you out of Egypt with His 
Presence, with His mighty power, 38¢driv- 
ing out from before you nations greater 
and mightier than you, to bring you in, to 
give you their land as an inheritance, as it 
is this day. 39Therefore know this day, and 
consider it in your heart, that ¢the LORD 
Himself is God in heaven above and on 
the earth beneath; there is no other. 497 You 
shall therefore keep His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you to- 
day, that it may go well with you and with 
your children after you, and that you may 
prolong your days in the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you for all time.” 


bodies. The Israelites could know God's creation, His 
power, and His character, but they would have to be 
satisfied to know Him without any visual image. 

4:24 a consuming fire . . . jealous. God is free to 
destroy disobedient and rebellious people. Israel had 
witnessed His righteous anger during the wilderness 
journey as well as in Canaan (Num. 16; Heb. 12:19). 
“Jealous” means that God will tolerate no rivalry or 
unfaithfulness. This word can also be translated zeal- 
ous. God is zealous for His holiness. 

4:26 heaven and earth. All creation would act as 
God's witness against a rebellious and obstinate peo- 
ple. God's invisible attributes, His eternal power and 
divine nature are all clearly seen in creation (Rom. 
1:20), so that man is without excuse. The creation 
belongs to God just as much as man does, and God 
uses it for His eternal purposes, one of which is to 
stand as a witness to the disobedient. 

4:27 scatter you among the peoples. This is a 


prophetic warning of the exiles that would take place 
in 722 and 586 B.c. 

4:40 that it may go well with you. The promise of 
blessing in the land was conditional—it required 
obedience. 
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Cities of Refuge East of the Jordan 
41Then Moses £set apart three cities on 
this side of the Jordan, toward the rising of 
the sun, 42hthat the manslayer might flee 
there, who kills his neighbor unintention- 
ally, without having hated him in time past, 
and that by fleeing to one of these cities he 
might live: 43i:Bezer in the wilderness on the 
plateau for the Reubenites, Ramoth in Gile- 
ad for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for 
the Manassites. 


Introduction to God’s Law 

44Now this is the law which Moses set 
before the children of Israel. 45These are 
the testimonies, the statutes, and the judg- 
ments which Moses spoke to the children 
of Israel after they came out of Egypt, 
460n this side of the Jordan, jin the val- 
ley opposite Beth Peor, in the land of Si- 
hon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at 
Heshbon, whom Moses and the children 
of Israel defeated after they came out of 
Egypt. 47And they took possession of his 
land and the land 'of Og king of Bashan, 
two kings of the Amorites, who were on 
this side of the Jordan, toward the rising 
of the sun, 48™from Aroer, which is on the 
bank of the River Arnon, even to Mount 
Sion* (that is, "Hermon), #%and all the plain 
on the east side of the Jordan as far as the 
Sea of the Arabah, below the °slopes of 
Pisgah. 


The Ten Commandments Reviewed 
And Moses called all Israel, and said to 
them: “Hear, O Israel, the statutes and 

judgments which I speak in your hearing 

today, that you may learn them and be 
careful to observe them. 24The LORD our 

God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 

3The LoRD /did not make this covenant 

with our fathers, but with us, those who are 
here today, all of us who are alive. 4¢The 

LORD talked with you face to face on the 

mountain from the midst of the fire. 54I 

stood between the LORD and you at that 

time, to declare to you the word of the 

LORD; for ¢you were afraid because of the 

fire, and you did not go up the mountain. 

He said: 


6 fT am the LORD your God who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of bondage. 

7 s*You shall have no other gods before Me. 

8 h*You shall not make for yourself a 
carved image—any likeness of any- 
thing that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth; 9you shall 
not ‘bow down to them nor serve 
them. For I, the LORD your God, am 
ajealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children to the 
third and fourth generations of those 
who hate Me,!%but showing mercy to 
thousands, to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments. 

11k*You shall not take the name of the LORD 
your God in vain, for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless who takes His 
name in vain. 

122l'Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy, as the LORD your God com- 
manded you.!8mSix days you shall 
labor and do all your work,4but 
the seventh day is the "Sabbath of 
the LORD your God. In it you shall 
do no work: you, nor your son, nor 
your daughter, nor your male ser- 
vant, nor your female servant, nor 
your ox, nor your donkey, nor any 
of your cattle, nor your stranger 
who is within your gates, that your 
male servant and your female ser- 
vant may rest as well as you.450And 
remember that you were a slave in 
the land of Egypt, and the LORD 
your God brought you out from there 
Pby a mighty hand and by an out- 
stretched arm; therefore the LORD 
your God commanded you to keep 
the Sabbath day. 

16a‘Honor your father and your mother, as 
the LORD your God has commanded 
you, ‘that your days may be long, 
and that it may be well with syou in 
the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you. 

17 t*You shall not murder. 


* 4:48 Syriac reads Sirion (compare 3:9). 


5:6-21 Commandments—The Ten Command- 
ments are the basis for holy living—not just a list of 
rules, but an explanation of what God expects of us. 
Loving God comes first. Setting aside a day to focus 
on God is essential for maintaining this relationship. 
The way we feel about God will affect the way we feel 
about people, and this will have a direct effect on 
how we treat others. Even though these three ideas 
summarize the Commandments, it is also essential to 
examine each individual command and think about 
how it applies to our lives. It is not easy to faithfully 
obey these simple statements. 

5:11 take... in vain. Taking the name of the Lord 
in vain refers to the abuse, misuse, blasphemy, curs- 
ing, or manipulation of the Lord’s name. Something 


“vain” is empty or without value, significance, or 
meaning. 

5:12 the Sabbath. The primary significance of the 
Sabbath was that it belonged to the Lord. 
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18 u'-You shall not commit adultery. 

19 v'You shall not steal. 

20w*You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. 

21x*You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife; and you shall not desire your 
neighbor’s house, his field, his male 
servant, his female servant, his ox, 
his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.’ 

22“These words the LORD spoke to all 

your assembly, in the mountain from the 

midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick 

darkness, with a loud voice; and He added 

no more. And YHe wrote them on two tab- 

lets of stone and gave them to me. 


The People Afraid of God's 
Presence 

23z“So it was, when you heard the voice 
from the midst of the darkness, while the 
mountain was burning with fire, that you 
came near to me, all the heads of your 
tribes and your elders. 24And you said: 
‘Surely the LORD our God has shown us 
His glory and His greatness, and “we have 
heard His voice from the midst of the fire. 
We have seen this day that God speaks 
with man; yet he »still lives. 25Now there- 
fore, why should we die? For this great fire 
will consume us; cif we hear the voice of 
the LORD our God anymore, then we shall 
die. 264For who is there of all flesh who has 
heard the voice of the living God speaking 
from the midst of the fire, as we have, and 
lived? 27You go near and hear all that the 
LORD our God may say, and tell us all that 
the LORD our God says to you, and we will 
hear and do it.’ 

28“Then the LORD heard the voice of 
your words when you spoke to me, and 
the LORD said to me: ‘I have heard the 
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voice of the words of this people which 
they have spoken to you. /They are right 
in all that they have spoken. 29¢Oh, that 
they had such a heart in them that they 
would fear Me and “always keep all My 
commandments, ‘that it might be well with 
them and with their children forever! 3°Go 
and say to them, “Return to your tents.” 
31But as for you, stand here by Me, ijand I 
will speak to you all the commandments, 
the statutes, and the judgments which you 
shall teach them, that they may observe 
them in the land which I am giving them 
to possess.’ 

32“Therefore you shall be careful to do as 
the LORD your God has commanded you; 
kyou shall not turn aside to the right hand 
or to the left. 33 You shall walk in ‘all the 
ways which the LORD your God has com- 
manded you, that you may live "and that 
it may be well with you, and that you may 
prolong your days in the land which you 
shall possess. 


The Greatest Commandment 

“Now this is ¢the commandment, and 

these are the statutes and judgments 
which the LORD your God has command- 
ed to teach you, that you may observe them 
in the land which you are crossing over to 
possess, 2that you may fear the LORD your 
God, to keep all His statutes and His com- 
mandments which I command you, you 
and your son and your grandson, all the 
days of your life, cand that your days may 
be prolonged. Therefore hear, O Israel, 
and be careful to observe it, that it may be 
well with you, and that you may ¢multiply 
greatly eas the LORD God of your fathers 
has promised you—"‘a land flowing with 
milk and honey.’* 


*6:3 Exodus 3:8 


5:18 adultery. Adultery was a betrayal not only of 
a commitment, but of a relationship. Anyone who 
treated marriage lightly would also treat his or her 
relationship with God lightly. 

5:21 covet. This command deals specifically with 
an attitude, rather than an action. Covetousness is 
self-centered dissatisfaction, which does not reflect 
loving concern for the well-being of others. Loving 
God and loving others are closely connected (Matt. 
22:37-39). 

5:22 wrote them in two tablets ... gave them. The 
two tablets were two complete copies of the law. 
Usually two copies were made of ancient Middle 
Eastern treaties. One was retained by each of the con- 
tracting parties. But God gave both copies to Moses, 
signifying that God Himself would be with the Isra- 
elites. God and the Israelites kept their copies in the 
same place because they lived together. 

5:25-26 why should we die... LORD our God. The 
Israelites’ fear was an important part of understand- 
ing their sin and need for help in meeting the require- 
ments of God. The living God is powerful, great, and 
holy, and He wants us to be like Him, so each sinner 
needs to realize the need for God’s mercy. 


5:29 heart in them. The people were impressed 
with what they saw and heard, but their hearts were 
unchanged. 

6:2 fear. The fear of the Lord includes awe for His 
greatness and holiness, love for Him, and submission 
to His will. Initially, the fear of God may involve fright, 
knowing that God has the right to punish us for our 
sins. But when we look at His holiness and love, there 
is a joy in knowing God, who not only sees us for 
who we really are, but helps us to be who He wants 
us to be. 

6:3 God of your fathers. God was their God, gener- 
ation after generation, and He expected them to fol- 
low Him, from generation to generation as well. 
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4e“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one!* 5’You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, ‘with all your 
soul, and with all your strength. 

6“And ithese words which I command 
you today shall be in your heart. 7k You 
shall teach them diligently to your chil- 
dren, and shall talk of them when you sit 
in your house, when you walk by the way, 
when you lie down, and when you rise up. 
8lYou shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets be- 
tween your eyes. 9” You shall write them 
on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. 


Caution Against Disobedience 

10“So it shall be, when the LORD your 
God brings you into the land of which He 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful 
cities "which you did not build, !!houses 
full of all good things, which you did not 
fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, 
vineyards and olive trees which you did 
not plant—°when you have eaten and are 
full— l2then beware, lest you forget the 
PLORD who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 13 You 
shall ¢fear the LORD your God and serve 
Him, and 'shall take oaths in His name. 
14You shall not go after other gods, sthe 
gods of the peoples who are all around you 
15(for ‘the LORD your God is a jealous God 


“among you), lest the anger of the LORD 
your God be aroused against you and de- 
stroy you from the face of the earth. 

16v“You shall not tempt the LORD your 
God “as you tempted Him in Massah. !7You 
shall «diligently keep the commandments 
of the LORD your God, His testimonies, 
and His statutes which He has command- 
ed you. 18And you Yshall do what is right 
and good in the sight of the LORD, that it 
may be well with you, and that you may go 
in and possess the good land of which the 
LORD swore to your fathers, !92to cast out 
all your enemies from before you, as the 
LORD has spoken. 

20a“When your son asks you in time to 
come, saying, ‘What is the meaning of the 
testimonies, the statutes, and the judg- 
ments which the LORD our God has com- 
manded you?’ 2Ithen you shall say to your 
son: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, 
and the LORD brought us out of Egypt 
bwith a mighty hand; 22and the LORD 
showed signs and wonders before our eyes, 
great and severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, 
and all his household. 22Then He brought 
us out from there, that He might bring us 
in, to give us the land of which He swore to 
our fathers. 24And the LORD commanded 
us to observe all these statutes, ‘to fear the 
LORD our God, ¢for our good always, that 


*6:4 Or The LORD is our God, the LORD alone (that 
is, the only one) 


6:4 Hear, O Israel. This verse is the celebrated 
Shema, the basic confession of faith in Judaism (Matt. 
22:37; Mark 12:29; Luke 10:27). The first word, “hear,” 
is the Hebrew word shema. The people are to hear 
and respond properly to God. He is their God, and He 
alone is the Lord. 

6:4-9 Passing on the Faith—lIn the days leading up 
to the end of Moses’ leadership, he laid out the essen- 
tials of raising a family to follow God. Moses knew 
that these instructions were a foundational element 
in Israel's future. The only way the Israelites could 
maintain the land they were going to possess was to 
make sure that the faith would be passed on to each 
succeeding generation. Nothing has changed. Today 
we need to heed the same instructions. 

In a family’s life the teaching of God is to be a 
constant, daily effort. God is to be made a part of 
everyday life. It is the responsibility of a parent to 
be constantly looking for opportunities to teach 
children about God's instructions for living. God's 
instructions should be like clothing. They should be 
put on the minute we get up and kept on all day. They 
are to be our constant companions. Sharing our faith 
should be a natural part of daily communication with 
our children. We should also remember that these 
instructions come in the text subsequent to the com- 
mand to love God with all of our heart and soul and 
strength. How else can we love Him better than by 
obeying and following Him and teaching our children 
to do the same? 

6:5 shall love. Moses repeatedly exhorted the Isra- 
elites to respond to God’s love with devotion. God 
commanded His people to choose Him with all their 


being, and in the process to deny all other supposed 
deities. 

6:8-9 hand... frontlets ... doorposts ... gates. 
In later years the Jews interpreted these instructions 
by wearing phylacteries (boxes containing Scripture) 
when they prayed. They attached a small vessel 
called a mezuzah, which contained these verses, to 
the doorpost. The purpose of this whole passage is 
to emphasize that God’s ways are to be a part of our 
conversations, our homes, and every activity. They 
are to be as close to us and as visible as our hand or 
our forehead. 

6:20-24 your son asks. The answer to the Israelite 
child's question would include four components: we 
were slaves in Egypt, the Lord brought us out with a 
mighty hand, He gave us land, and we have a chal- 
lenge to responsible action. This is a powerful teach- 
ing tool, and one that applies to all Christians. We are 
to teach our children that we were slaves to sin, the 
Lord Jesus brought us out with a mighty hand, He 
has given us a Kingdom, and we have a challenge to 
responsible action. 


6:49[1 Cor. 8:4,6] 6:54 Matt. 22:37 (2 Kin. 23:25 

6:6/ Deut. 11:18-20 6:7*Deut.4:9;11:19 6:8! Prov. 
3:3; 6:21; 7:3. 6:9™Deut.11:20 6:10" Josh. 24:13 
6:11 ° Deut. 8:10; 11:15; 14:29 6:12 Deut. 8:11-18 
6:13 9 Matt. 4:10 "Deut.5:11 6:14 Deut. 13:7 
6:15 Ex. 20:5 YEx. 33:3. 6:16” Luke 4:12 “[1 Cor. 10:9] 
6:17* Deut. 11:22. 6:18YEx. 15:26 6:192Num. 33:52, 
53 6:207Ex. 13:8,14 6:21%Ex. 13:3 6:24¢Deut. 
6:2 4Jer. 32:39 


eHe might preserve us alive, as it is this 
day. 25Then fit will be righteousness for us, 
if we are careful to observe all these com- 
mandments before the LORD our God, as 
He has commanded us.’ 


A Chosen People 
7 “When the LORD your God brings you 

into the land which you go to “possess, 
and has cast out many ’nations before you, 
cthe Hittites and the Girgashites and the 
Amorites and the Canaanites and the Per- 
izzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, 
seven nations greater and mightier than 
you, 2and when the LorD your God delivers 
dthem over to you, you shall conquer them 
and utterly destroy them. ¢ You shall make 
no covenant with them nor show mercy to 
them. 3/Nor shall you make marriages with 
them. You shall not give your daughter to 
their son, nor take their daughter for your 
son. 4For they will turn your sons away 
from following Me, to serve other gods; 
gso the anger of the LORD will be aroused 
against you and destroy you suddenly. 5But 
thus you shall deal with them: you shall 
hdestroy their altars, and break down their 
sacred pillars, and cut down their wood- 
en images,* and burn their carved images 
with fire. 

6“For you are a holy people to the LORD 
your God; ‘the LORD your God has chosen 
you to be a people for Himself, a special 
treasure above all the peoples on the face 
of the earth. 7The LorD did not set His ‘love 
on you nor choose you because you were 
more in number than any other people, 
for you were ‘the least of all peoples; 8but 
'because the LORD loves you, and because 
He would keep the oath which He swore 
to your fathers, "the LORD has brought you 
out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you 
from the house of bondage, from the hand 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

9“Therefore know that the LORD your 
God, He is God, °the faithful God »who 
keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand 
generations with those who love Him and 
keep His commandments; and He repays 
those who hate Him to their face, to destroy 
them. He will not be ¢slack with him who 


Deuteronomy 7:22 @ 197 
hates Him; He will repay him to his face. 
11Therefore you shall keep the command- 
ment, the statutes, and the judgments which 
Icommand you today, to observe them. 


Blessings of Obedience 

122“Then it shall come to pass, because 
you listen to these judgments, and keep 
and do them, that the LORD your God will 
keep with you the covenant and the mercy 
which He swore to your fathers. And He 
will "love you and bless you and multiply 
you; ‘He will also bless the fruit of your 
womb and the fruit of your land, your 
grain and your new wine and your oil, the 
increase of your cattle and the offspring of 
your flock, in the land of which He swore 
to your fathers to give you. You shall be 
blessed above all peoples; there shall not 
be a male or female ‘barren among you or 
among your livestock. 5And the LorD will 
take away from you all sickness, and will 
afflict you with none of the “terrible diseas- 
es of Egypt which you have known, but will 
lay them on all those who hate you. !6Also 
you shall destroy all the peoples whom the 
LORD your God delivers over to you; your 
eye shall have no pity on them; nor shall 
you serve their gods, for that vwill be a 
snare to you. 

17“Tf you should say in your heart, 
‘These nations are greater than I; how 
can I dispossess them?’— !8you shall not 
be afraid of them, but you shall wremem- 
ber well what the LORD your God did to 
Pharaoh and to all Egypt: !%the great 
trials which your eyes saw, the signs and 
the wonders, the mighty hand and the 
outstretched arm, by which the LORD your 
God brought you out. So shall the LORD 
your God do to all the peoples of whom 
you are afraid. 29yMoreover the LORD your 
God will send the hornet among them un- 
til those who are left, who hide themselves 
from you, are destroyed. 2! You shall not be 
terrified of them; for the LORD your God, 
the great and awesome God, is among 
you. 22And the LORD your God will drive 
out those nations before you 2Zlittle by 


*7:5 Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities 


7:1 Hittites... Girgashites...Amorites...Canaan- 
ites... Perizzites...Hivites... Jebusites. The Hit- 
tites came originally from Asia Minor (Gen. 23:10). 
The Girgashites are an unknown people (Gen. 10:16; 
1 Chr. 1:14). The Amorites were the native population 
of Canaan that had settled in the mountains. The 
Canaanites were the native population that had set- 
tled in the coastland, the Perizzites were the native 
population that had settled in the hill country, and 
the Hivites were the native population that had set- 
tled south of the Lebanon mountains. The Jebusites 
(perhaps an offshoot of the Hittites) were the native 
population settled near what later became Jerusalem. 
7:2 covenant. Covenant refers to any treaty with the 
Canaanite nations that might undermine God's cov- 
enant with Israel. 


7:22 little by little. God's plan was that the land 
would be conquered in two stages. The first was a 
broad, rapid conquest under Joshua, and the second 
was a gradual, area by area conquest. 


6:24@Deut.4:1 6:25f[Rom.10:3,5] 7:1%Deut. 
6:10 &Gen. 15:19-21 ©Ex. 33:2. 7:2¢Num. 31:17 Josh. 
2:14 = 7:3f1Kin. 11:2 7:49Deut.6:15 7:5 "Ex. 
23:24; 34:13 7:6/Ex.19:5,6 7:7/Deut. 4:37 ‘Deut. 
10:22 7:8/Deut. 10:15 ™ Luke 1:55, 72, 73 "Ex. 
13:3,14 7:991Cor.1:9 PNeh.1:5  7:109[2 Pet. 3:9, 
10] 7:13'John 14:21 5’ Deut.28:4 7:14tEx. 23:26 
7:15 4 Ex. 9:14; 15:26 7:16” Judg. 8:27 7:18”Ps. 
105:5 7:19*Deut. 4:34; 29:3 7:20 Josh. 24:12 
7:222 Ex. 23:29, 30 


198 @ Deuteronomy 7:23 

little; you will be unable to destroy them 
at once, lest the beasts of the field become 
too numerous for you. 23But the LORD your 
God will deliver them over to you, and will 
inflict defeat upon them until they are de- 
stroyed. 24And ¢He will deliver their kings 
into your hand, and you will destroy their 
name from under heaven; ’no one shall be 
able to stand against you until you have 
destroyed them. 25You shall burn the 
carved images of their gods with fire; you 
shall not covet the silver or gold that is on 
them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you 
be snared by it; for it is an abomination to 
the LORD your God. 26Nor shall you bring 
an abomination into your house, lest you 
be doomed to destruction like it. You shall 
utterly detest it and utterly abhor it, ¢for it 
is an accursed thing. 


Remember the LorD Your God 
“Every commandment which I com- 
mand you today “you must be careful 

to observe, that you may live and »multiply, 

and go in and possess the land of which the 

LORD swore to your fathers. 2And you shall 

remember that the LORD your God led you 

all the way these forty years in the wil- 
derness, to humble you and 4test you, ¢to 
know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep His commandments or not. 3So 
He humbled you, fallowed you to hunger, 
and fed you with manna which you did not 
know nor did your fathers know, that He 
might make you know that man shall "not 
live by bread alone; but man lives by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of the 

LORD. 4‘Your garments did not wear out 

on you, nor did your foot swell these for- 

ty years. You should know in your heart 
that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD 
your God chastens you. 

6“Therefore you shall keep the com- 
mandments of the LORD your God, ’to walk 
in His ways and to fear Him. 7For the LORD 
your God is bringing you into a good land, 
la land of brooks of water, of fountains and 
springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; 
8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and 


fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive 
oil and honey; 9a land in which you will eat 
bread without scarcity, in which you will 
lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron 
and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 
10mWhen you have eaten and are full, then 
you shall bless the LORD your God for the 
good land which He has given you. 

11“Beware that you do not forget the 
LORD your God by not keeping His com- 
mandments, His judgments, and His 
statutes which I command you today, 
12n]est—when you have eaten and are full, 
and have built beautiful houses and dwell 
in them; and when your herds and your 
flocks multiply, and your silver and your 
gold are multiplied, and all that you have 
is multiplied; 4¢when your heart is lifted 
up, and you Pforget the LORD your God 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage; who led you 
through that great and terrible wilderness, 
tin which were fiery serpents and scorpi- 
ons and thirsty land where there was no 
water; swho brought water for you out of 
the flinty rock; !16who fed you in the wil- 
derness with ‘manna, which your fathers 
did not know, that He might humble you 
and that He might test you, “to do you good 
in the end— !’then you say in your heart, 
‘My power and the might of my hand have 
gained me this wealth.’ 

18“And you shall remember the LORD 
your God, vfor it is He who gives you pow- 
er to get wealth, »that He may establish His 
covenant which He swore to your fathers, 
as it is this day. !9Then it shall be, if you by 
any means forget the LORD your God, and 
follow other gods, and serve them and wor- 
ship them, «I testify against you this day 
that you shall surely perish. 2°As the na- 
tions which the LorD destroys before you, 
Yso you shall perish, because you would not 
be obedient to the voice of the LORD your 
God. 


Israel’s Rebellions Reviewed 
“Hear, O Israel: You are to cross over the 
Jordan today, and go in to dispossess 


8:3 man shall not live by bread alone. Humans have 
a spiritual nature that can be satisfied only by the 
spiritual nutrients of God's word. Jesus used these 
words to rebuke Satan when Jesus was tempted in 
the wilderness (Matt. 4:4; Luke 4:1—4). proceeds from 
the mouth of the Lorb. The Bible is valuable because 
it is the word of God. It is inspired by God not only in 
the sense that it is relating true events, but because 
God knows the kinds of things that people need to 
know to follow Him in a world of sin, uncertainty, and 
death. God’s word is man’s only wisdom and hope. 
When people study it, rely on it, and apply it, the 
word will prove to be both wise and right. For God is 
as good as His every word, and God's every word is as 
good as the One from whom it comes. 

8:16 test you, to do you good. Through the whole 
experience in Egypt and the wilderness, the Lord was 


leading His children into decisions that would bring 
out their true nature. Difficult as the tests were, the 
Lord knew what was necessary to reveal to the Israel- 
ites not only His character, but theirs as well. 

8:17 My power. Moses warned the people that pros- 
perity and wealth often lead to an exaltation of sel 
and a rejection of God. 
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nations greater and mightier than your- 
self, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 
2a people great and tall, the «descendants 
of the Anakim, whom you know, and of 
whom you heard it said, ‘Who can stand 
before the descendants of Anak?’ 3There- 
fore understand today that the LORD your 
God is He who goes over before you as a 
cconsuming fire. “He will destroy them and 
bring them down before you; ¢so you shall 
drive them out and destroy them quickly, 
as the LORD has said to you. 

4f“Do not think in your heart, after the 
LORD your God has cast them out before 
you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness 
the LORD has brought me in to possess this 
land’; but it is because of the wickedness 
of these nations that the LORD is driving 
them out from before you. 5"It is not be- 
cause of your righteousness or the upright- 
ness of your heart that you go in to possess 
their land, but because of the wickedness 
of these nations that the LORD your God 
drives them out from before you, and that 
He may fulfill the ‘word which the LORD 
swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. *Therefore understand that the 
LORD your God is not giving you this good 
land to possess because of your righteous- 
ness, for you are a istiff-necked people. 

7™Remember! Do not forget how you 
kprovoked the LORD your God to wrath 
in the wilderness. ‘From the day that you 
departed from the land of Egypt until you 
came to this place, you have been rebel- 
lious against the LORD. 8Also ™in Horeb 
you provoked the LORD to wrath, so that 
the LORD was angry enough with you to 
have destroyed you. 9"When I went up 
into the mountain to receive the tablets of 
stone, the tablets of the covenant which the 
LORD made with you, then I stayed on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights. I 
neither ate bread nor drank water. !9°Then 
the LORD delivered to me two tablets of 
stone written with the finger of God, and 
on them were all the words which the 
LORD had spoken to you on the mountain 
from the midst of the fire ¢in the day of 
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the assembly. !!And it came to pass, at the 
end of forty days and forty nights, that the 
LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the 
tablets of the covenant. 

12°Then the LORD said to me, “Arise, 
go down quickly from here, for your peo- 
ple whom you brought out of Egypt have 
acted corruptly; they have squickly turned 
aside from the way which I commanded 
them; they have made themselves a mold- 
ed image.’ 

13“Furthermore ‘the LORD spoke to me, 
saying, ‘Ihave seen this people, and indeed 
uthey are a stiff-necked people. 4vLet Me 
alone, that I may destroy them and blot 
out their name from under heaven; xand 
I will make of you a nation mightier and 
greater than they.’ 

15y“So I turned and came down from the 
mountain, and 2the mountain burned with 
fire; and the two tablets of the covenant 
were in my two hands. !6And 4I looked, 
and behold, you had sinned against the 
LORD your God—had made for yourselves 
a molded calf! You had turned aside quick- 
ly from the way which the LORD had com- 
manded you. !7Then I took the two tablets 
and threw them out of my two hands and 
bbroke them before your eyes. !8And I cfell 
down before the LORD, as at the first, forty 
days and forty nights; I neither ate bread 
nor drank water, because of all your sin 
which you committed in doing wickedly in 
the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to 
anger. 19¢For I was afraid of the anger and 
hot displeasure with which the LORD was 
angry with you, to destroy you. ¢But the 
LORD listened to me at that time also. 20And 
the LORD was very angry with Aaron and 
would have destroyed him; so I prayed for 
Aaron also at the same time. 2!Then I took 
your sin, the calf which you had made, 
and burned it with fire and crushed it and 
ground it very small, until it was as fine as 
dust; and I ‘threw its dust into the brook 
that descended from the mountain. 

22“Also at ?Taberah and "Massah and 
iKibroth Hattaavah you provoked the LORD 
to wrath. 23Likewise, ‘when the LORD sent 


9:4-6 to possess this land. The conquest of Canaan 
was both a judgment on the wickedness of the native 
population and a promise fulfilled to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob (Gen. 15:18-21). The land was a gift of grace, 
not a gift given because of the merits of the Israelites. 
9:7 Do not forget. |In addition to remembering the 
grace of God, the people also had to remember how 
vulnerable they were to apostasy (1:6—3:29). 

9:9 nor drank water. A person cannot go more than 
approximately three days without water and survive. 
God supernaturally preserved Moses during the forty 
days. 

9:10 finger of God. The Ten Commandments were 
written on stone by the hand of God. This visual pic- 
ture of God writing His words is so personal. There is 
another time that God writes on tablets, and that is 
on the tablet of the human heart (2 Cor. 3:3). This, too, 
is intensely personal and life changing. In the end, His 


followers can only put the words of the stone tablets 
into effect after the Spirit of the living God has writ- 
ten on their hearts. 

9:19 the Lorb listened to me. For Moses’ prayer, see 
verses 26-29. Daniel’s prayer for the nation resem- 
bled Moses’ intercession (Dan. 9:3-23). 
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you from Kadesh Barnea, saying, ‘Go up 
and possess the land which I have given 
you,’ then you rebelled against the com- 
mandment of the LORD your God, and you 
did not believe Him nor obey His voice. 
241You have been rebellious against the 
LORD from the day that I knew you. 
25m“Thus I prostrated myself before the 
LORD; forty days and forty nights I kept 
prostrating myself, because the LORD had 
said He would destroy you. 26Therefore I 
prayed to the LORD, and said: ‘O Lord Gop, 
do not destroy Your people and "Your 
inheritance whom You have redeemed 
through Your greatness, whom You have 
brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
27Remember Your servants, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; do not look on the stub- 
bornness of this people, or on their wicked- 
ness or their sin, 28lest the land from which 
You brought us should say, “Because the 
LORD was not able to bring them to the land 
which He promised them, and because He 
hated them, He has brought them out to 
kill them in the wilderness.” 29 Yet they are 
Your people and Your inheritance, whom 
You brought out by Your mighty power and 
by Your outstretched arm.’ 


The Second Pair of Tablets 
10 “At that time the LORD said to me, 
‘Hew for yourself two tablets of 

stone like the first, and come up to Me on 
the mountain and make yourself an ¢ark 
of wood. 2And I will write on the tablets 
the words that were on the first tablets, 
which you broke; and »you shall put them 
in the ark.’ 

3“So I made an ark of acacia wood, 
hewed two tablets of stone like the first, 
and went up the mountain, having the two 
tablets in my hand. 4And He wrote on the 
tablets according to the first writing, the 
Ten Commandments, ‘which the LORD 
had spoken to you in the mountain from 
the midst of the fire in the day of the assem- 
bly; and the LORD gave them to me. 5Then 
I turned and ¢came down from the moun- 
tain, and put the tablets in the ark which 
I had made; fand there they are, just as the 
LORD commanded me.” 

6(Now the children of Israel journeyed 


from the wells of Bene Jaakan to Mose- 
rah, where Aaron died, and where he was 
buried; and Eleazar his son ministered as 
priest in his stead. 7"From there they jour- 
neyed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah 
to Jotbathah, a land of rivers of water. 8At 
that time ‘the LORD separated the tribe of 
Levi ‘to bear the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD, ’to stand before the LORD to minister 
to Him and 'to bless in His name, to this 
day. 9 Therefore Levi has no portion nor 
inheritance with his brethren; the LORD is 
his inheritance, just as the LORD your God 
promised him.) 

10“As at the first time, "I stayed in the 
mountain forty days and forty nights; the 
LORD also heard me at that time, and the 
LORD chose not to destroy you. !eThen 
the LoRD said to me, ‘Arise, begin your 
journey before the people, that they may 
go in and possess the land which I swore 
to their fathers to give them.’ 


The Essence of the Law 

12“A nd now, Israel, what does the LORD 
your God require of you, but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all His ways 
and to "love Him, to serve the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and to keep the commandments of 
the LORD and His statutes which I com- 
mand you today sfor your good? 14Indeed 
heaven and the highest heavens belong to 
the ‘LORD your God, also the earth with all 
that is in it. 5The LORD delighted only in 
your fathers, to love them; and He chose 
their descendants after them, you above 
all peoples, as it is this day. 16Therefore 
circumcise the foreskin of your “heart, 
and be vstiff-necked no longer. !7For the 
LORD your God is ~God of gods and xLord 
of lords, the great God, ymighty and awe- 
some, who Zshows no partiality nor takes 
a bribe. 18¢He administers justice for the 
fatherless and the widow, and loves the 
stranger, giving him food and clothing. 
19Therefore love the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 2 You shall 
fear the LORD your God; you shall serve 
Him, and to Him you shall hold fast, and 
take oaths in His name. 2!He is your praise, 
and He is your God, who has done for you 


9:26-29 | prayed. Moses took God's judgment seri- 
ously. Nevertheless he asked God for what he felt was 
important. He appealed to God's faithfulness, mercy, 
and honor. It is always all right to beseech the Lord 
for what seems right to us from our point of view, but 
as we pray, we remember that God knows more than 
we do, and we can trust Him to take the best course 
of action. 

10:3 acacia wood. The acacia or shittim tree is still 
found in the Sinai peninsula, but in smaller numbers 
than when the Israelites passed through. Some vari- 
eties produce an attractive, highly figured hardwood. 
10:19 Therefore love the stranger. God's good pro- 
vision for their own needs should have motivated the 


Israelites to love the stranger among them. To love 
and provide for the disadvantaged was in fact follow- 
ing God's example. 
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these great and awesome things which 
your eyes have seen. 2? Your fathers went 
down to Egypt with seventy persons, and 
now the LORD your God has made you as 
the stars of heaven in multitude. 


Love and Obedience Rewarded 
11 “Therefore you shall love the LORD 
your God, and keep His charge, His 

statutes, His judgments, and His com- 
mandments always. 2Know today that I do 
not speak with your children, who have not 
known and who have not seen the chasten- 
ing of the LORD your God, His greatness 
and His mighty hand and His outstretched 
arm— 3His signs and His acts which He 
did in the midst of Egypt, to Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and to all his land; 4what He did 
to the army of Egypt, to their horses and 
their chariots: chow He made the waters 
of the Red Sea overflow them as they pur- 
sued you, and how the LORD has destroyed 
them to this day; 5>what He did for you in 
the wilderness until you came to this place; 
6and what He did to Dathan and Abiram 
the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben: how 
the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 
them up, their households, their tents, and 
all the substance that was in their posses- 
sion, in the midst of all Israel— 7but your 
eyes have cseen every great act of the LORD 
which He did. 

8“Therefore you shall keep every com- 
mandment which I command you today, 
that you may be strong, and go in and 
possess the land which you cross over to 
possess, 9and ethat you may prolong your 
days in the land ‘which the LORD swore to 
give your fathers, to them and their descen- 
dants, ®‘a land flowing with milk and hon- 
ey.”* 10For the land which you go to possess 
is not like the land of Egypt from which 
you have come, where you sowed your seed 
and watered it by foot, as a vegetable gar- 
den; "hbut the land which you cross over to 
possess is a land of hills and valleys, which 
drinks water from the rain of heaven, !2a 
land for which the LORD your God cares; 
ithe eyes of the LORD your God are always 
on it, from the beginning of the year to the 
very end of the year. 

13‘And it shall be that if you earnestly 
obey My commandments which I command 
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you today, to love the LORD your God and 
serve Him with all your heart and with all 
your soul, then ‘I* will give you the rain 
for your land in its season, *the early rain 
and the latter rain, that you may gather in 
your grain, your new wine, and your oil. 
1slAnd I will send grass in your fields for 
your livestock, that you may “eat and be 
filled.’ !6Take heed to yourselves, "lest your 
heart be deceived, and you turn aside and 
oserve other gods and worship them, !7lest 
>the LORD’s anger be aroused against you, 
and He shut up the heavens so that there 
be no rain, and the land yield no produce, 
and ‘you perish quickly from the good land 
which the LorD is giving you. 

18“Therefore syou shall lay up these 
words of mine in your heart and in your 
tsoul, and “bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets be- 
tween your eyes. !8vYou shall teach them 
to your children, speaking of them when 
you sit in your house, when you walk by 
the way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up. 20wAnd you shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates, 2!that xyour days and the days of 
your children may be multiplied in the land 
of which the LORD swore to your fathers 
to give them, like ythe days of the heavens 
above the earth. 

22“For if zyou carefully keep all these 
commandments which I command you to 
do—to love the LORD your God, to walk 
in all His ways, and ¢to hold fast to Him— 
23then the LORD will ®drive out all these 
nations from before you, and you will 
cdispossess greater and mightier nations 
than yourselves. 24¢Every place on which 
the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: 
efrom the wilderness and Lebanon, from 
the river, the River Euphrates, even to the 
Western Sea,* shall be your territory. 25No 
man shall be able to stand against you; the 
LORD your God will put the ¢dread of you 
and the fear of you upon all the land where 
you tread, just as He has said to you. 

26h“Behold, I set before you today a 


*11:9 Exodus 3:8 * 11:14 Following Masoretic 
Text and Targum; Samaritan Pentateuch, Septu- 
agint, and Vulgate read He. *11:24 That is, the 
Mediterranean 


11:1 keep His charge. Loving God is in response 
to His love for us. We are directed to love God, but 
God first demonstrates His love for us. He rescued 
the Israelites from slavery to the Egyptians; He 
rescues us from slavery to sin (Rom. 6:20). Our first 
response is to return this love He has shown us. Our 
second response is to keep His commandments, to 
do the things He says to do. Love oils the wheels of 
obedience and makes obedience a blessing, not a 
burden. 

11:9-12 not like the land of Egypt. Agriculture in 
Egypt depended on irrigation, the annual flooding 
of the Nile. 


11:14 early rain... latter rain. The early rain 


encouraged the sprouting of seed and new growth. 
The late rain brought crops to maturity. 
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blessing and a curse: 27'the blessing, if 
you obey the commandments of the LORD 
your God which I command you today; 
28and the icurse, if you do not obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God, but 
turn aside from the way which I command 
you today, to go after other gods which you 
have not known. 29Now it shall be, when 
the LORD your God has brought you into 
the land which you go to possess, that you 
shall put the *blessing on Mount Gerizim 
and the ‘curse on Mount Ebal. 29Are they 
not on the other side of the Jordan, toward 
the setting sun, in the land of the Canaan- 
ites who dwell in the plain opposite Gilgal, 
mbeside the terebinth trees of Moreh? 3!For 
you will cross over the Jordan and go in 
to possess the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you, and you will possess it 
and dwell in it. 32And you shall be careful 
to observe all the statutes and judgments 
which I set before you today. 


A Prescribed Place of Worship 
12 “These 2are the statutes and judg- 
ments which you shall be careful to 
observe in the land which the LORD God of 
your fathers is giving you to possess, Pall 
the days that you live on the earth. 2° You 
shall utterly destroy all the places where 
the nations which you shall dispossess 
served their gods, 4on the high mountains 
and on the hills and under every green 
tree. 3And eyou shall destroy their altars, 
break their sacred pillars, and burn their 
wooden images with fire; you shall cut 
down the carved images of their gods and 
destroy their names from that place. 4You 
shall not worship the LORD your God with 
such things. 
5“But you shall seek the ¢place where 
the LORD your God chooses, out of all your 
tribes, to put His name for His "dwelling 
place; and there you shall go. 6&'There you 
shall take your burnt offerings, your sac- 
rifices, your tithes, the heave offerings of 
your hand, your vowed offerings, your 


freewill offerings, and the ‘firstborn of 
your herds and flocks. 7And #there you 
shall eat before the LORD your God, and 
you shall rejoice in all to which you have 
put your hand, you and your households, in 
which the LORD your God has blessed you. 

8“You shall not at all do as we are doing 
here today—™every man doing whatever is 
right in his own eyes—°for as yet you have 
not come to the "rest and the inheritance 
which the LORD your God is giving you. 
10But when you cross over the Jordan and 
dwell in the land which the LorD your God 
is giving you to inherit, and He gives you 
rest from all your enemies round about, 
so that you dwell in safety, Uthen there 
will be the place where the LORD your God 
chooses to make His name abide. There 
you shall bring all that I command you: 
your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your 
tithes, the heave offerings of your hand, 
and all your choice offerings which you 
vow to the LorD. !2And Pyou shall rejoice 
before the LORD your God, you and your 
sons and your daughters, your male and 
female servants, and the ¢Levite who is 
within your gates, since he has no portion 
nor inheritance with you. !3Take heed to 
yourself that you do not offer your burnt of- 
ferings in every place that you see; but in 
the place which the LORD chooses, in one of 
your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt 
offerings, and there you shall do all that I 
command you. 

15“However, "you may slaughter and eat 
meat within all your gates, whatever your 
heart desires, according to the blessing of 
the LORD your God which He has given 
you; sthe unclean and the clean may eat of 
it, tof the gazelle and the deer alike. !6vOnly 
you shall not eat the blood; you shall pour it 
on the earth like water. !7You may not eat 
within your gates the tithe of your grain or 
your new wine or your oil, of the firstborn 
of your herd or your flock, of any of your 
offerings which you vow, of your freewill 
offerings, or of the heave offering of your 


12:1-4 altars ... pillars. The sacred pillars were 
monuments dedicated to one of the gods. They rep- 
resented the power of fertility. The poles refer to the 
altars dedicated to the goddess Asherah, who was 
frequently associated with Baal. 

12:5 seek. Whatever one seeks is the object of one’s 
desire and devotion. Once they were settled in the 
land, the different tribes would be spread out, but 
they would still find God in their midst, in the place 
that God chose. This place was to be the object of 
their desire, God Himself the object of their devotion. 
12:6 sacrifices. The Hebrew word for sacrifice always 
designates the offering of an animal. The contribu- 
tion of the hand was one which the priest lifted up 
to signify that it was a gift to the Lord (Ex. 29:27; Lev. 
7:34). The priest took his share and the worshiper and 
his family ate the rest. A votive offering was made in 
the fulfillment of a vow (Lev. 7:16; Num. 6:21). A free- 
will offering was voluntary (Ex. 35:27-29; Lev. 7:16). 
12:7 eat... rejoice. The communal offerings were to 


be eaten and enjoyed by those who offered them. It 
was a time of celebration before the Lord. 

12:8 whatever is right in his own eyes. In the wilder- 
ness the people did not develop a common focus on 
the Lord. Moses challenged the new generation to 
act with common faithfulness and obedience. 

12:17 eat within your gates. Aspects of God’s wor- 
ship were designed for community celebration, and 
were not to be done in the privacy of the home. 
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hand. 18But you must eat them before the 
LORD your God in the place which the 
LORD your God chooses, you and your son 
and your daughter, your male servant and 
your female servant, and the Levite who 
is within your gates; and you shall rejoice 
before the LoRD your God in all to which 
you put your hands. 1!9Take heed to your- 
self that you do not forsake the Levite as 
long as you live in your land. 

20“When the LORD your God venlarges 
your border as He has promised you, and 
you say, ‘Let me eat meat,’ because you 
long to eat meat, you may eat as much meat 
as your heart desires. 2!If the place where 
the LORD your God chooses to put His 
name is too far from “you, then you may 
slaughter from your herd and from your 
flock which the LoRD has given you, just 
as Ihave commanded you, and you may eat 
within your gates as much as your heart 
desires. 22Just as the gazelle and the deer 
are eaten, so you may eat them; the unclean 
and the clean alike may eat them. 23Only 
be sure that you do not eat the blood, “for 
the blood is the life; you may not eat the life 
with the meat. 24You shall not eat it; you 
shall pour it on the earth like water. 25> You 
shall not eat it, ythat it may go well with 
you and your children after you, when you 
do what is right in the sight of the LORD. 
26Only the choly things which you have, 
and your vowed offerings, you shall take 
and go to the place which the LORD choos- 
es. 27And »you shall offer your burnt offer- 
ings, the meat and the blood, on the altar of 
the LORD your God; and the blood of your 
sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar 
of the LORD your God, and you shall eat the 
meat. 28Observe and obey all these words 
which I command you, that it may go well 
with you and your children after you forev- 
er, when you do what is good and right in 
the sight of the LORD your God. 


Beware of False Gods 

29°When ¢the LORD your God cuts off 
from before you the nations which you go 
to dispossess, and you displace them and 
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dwell in their land, ?°take heed to yourself 
that you are not ensnared to follow them, 
after they are destroyed from before you, 
and that you do not inquire after their gods, 
saying, ‘How did these nations serve their 
gods? I also will do likewise.’ 31e You shall 
not worship the LORD your God in that 
way; for every abomination to the LORD 
which He hates they have done to their 
gods; for ‘they burn even their sons and 
daughters in the fire to their gods. 

32“Whatever I command you, be careful 
to observe it; you shall not add to it nor 
take away from it. 


Punishment of Apostates 
1 3 “If there arises among you a proph- 
et or a “dreamer of dreams, and he 
gives you a sign or a wonder, 2and cthe sign 
or the wonder comes to pass, of which he 
spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other 
gods’—which you have not known—‘and 
let us serve them,’ 3you shall not listen to 
the words of that prophet or that dreamer 
of dreams, for the LORD your God 4is test- 
ing you to know whether you love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul. 4You shall ewalk after the LORD 
your God and fear Him, and keep His com- 
mandments and obey His voice; you shall 
serve Him and fhold fast to Him. 5But sthat 
prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall 
be put to death, because he has spoken in 
order to turn you away from the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt and redeemed you from the house 
of bondage, to entice you from the way in 
which the LORD your God commanded you 
to walk. "So you shall put away the evil 
from your midst. 
6i“Tf your brother, the son of your moth- 
er, your son or your daughter, ‘the wife of 
your bosom, or your friend kwho is as your 
own soul, secretly entices you, saying, ‘Let 
us go and serve other gods,’ which you 
have not known, neither you nor your fa- 
thers, 7of the gods of the people which are 
all around you, near to you or far off from 
you, from one end of the earth to the other 


12:30-31 take heed... that you are not ensnared. 
For forty years the basic sin which kept Israel out of 
Canaan was unbelief. However, once they settled 
in the Promised Land, the sin that eventually drove 
them out was idolatry. Idolatry is not only bowing 
down to a stone or wood image of a god; idolatry 
takes place every time our trust for our well-being is 
placed on something that is not the one true God. In 
the end, idolatry is the ultimate form of unbelief. It 
mocks God, because it imitates the dependence that 
people should have on Him, choosing a powerless 
placebo for the living God. The Lord would remove 
the temptation of the Canaanite nations, but the 
Israelites must not become curious and imitate the 
practices of the vanquished peoples. Calling ita snare 
was a warning that the temptation to copy would be 
hidden, a trick, something that would catch them 
unaware. 


13:1-2 a prophet or a dreamer. Both prophecy and 
dreams were legitimate forms of revelation. 

13:3 testing you. The revelation of God through 
Moses was the test of any sign or message. When the 
message deviated from God's prior revelation, Israel 
had to discern false teaching. 

13:5 put away the evil. Discipline, punishment, and 
testing were God’s means of keeping His people 
pure. 
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end of the earth, 8you shall ‘not consent to 
him or listen to him, nor shall your eye pity 
him, nor shall you spare him or conceal 
him; %but you shall surely kill him; your 
hand shall be first against him to put him 
to "death, and afterward the hand of all 
the people. And you shall stone him with 
stones until he dies, because he sought to 
entice you away from the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage. 11So all Israel 
shall hear and "fear, and not again do such 
wickedness as this among you. 

120“Tf you hear someone in one of your 
cities, which the LORD your God gives you 
to dwell in, saying, ‘Corrupt men have 
gone out from among you and enticed 
the inhabitants of their city, saying, “Let 
us go and serve other gods”’—which you 
have not known— “then you shall inquire, 
search out, and ask diligently. And if it is 
indeed true and certain that such an abom- 
ination was committed among you, you 
shall surely strike the inhabitants of that 
city with the edge of the sword, utterly de- 
stroying it, all that is in it and its livestock— 
with the edge of the sword. !6And you shall 
gather all its plunder into the middle of the 
street, and completely »burn with fire the 
city and all its plunder, for the LORD your 
God. It shall be ¢a heap forever; it shall not 
be built again. 17”So none of the accursed 
things shall remain in your hand, that the 
LORD may sturn from the fierceness of His 
anger and show you mercy, have compas- 
sion on you and multiply you, just as He 
swore to your fathers, !8because you have 


listened to the voice of the LORD your God, 
tto keep all His commandments which I 
command you today, to do what is right in 
the eyes of the LORD your God. 


Improper Mourning 
1 4 “You are “the children of the LORD 
your God; »you shall not cut your- 
selves nor shave the front of your head for 
the dead. 2For you are a holy people to the 
LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen 
you to be a people for Himself, a special 
treasure above all the peoples who are on 
the face of the earth. 


Clean and Unclean Meat 

3d“You shall not eat any detestable thing. 
4eThese are the animals which you may 
eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, 5the deer, 
the gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, 
the mountain goat,* the antelope, and the 
mountain sheep. 6And you may eat every 
animal with cloven hooves, having the hoof 
split into two parts, and that chews the cud, 
among the animals. 7Nevertheless, of those 
that chew the cud or have cloven hooves, 
you shall not eat, such as these: the camel, 
the hare, and the rock hyrax; for they chew 
the cud but do not have cloven hooves; they 
are unclean for you. Also the swine is un- 
clean for you, because it has cloven hooves, 
yet does not chew the cud; you shall not eat 
their flesh for touch their dead carcasses. 

9s“These you may eat of all that are in 
the waters: you may eat all that have fins 


* 14:5 Or addax 


13:9 your hand shall be first. The relative or friend 
who brought the charge would lead in the capital 
punishment of the one who suggested idolatrous 
practices. With unforgettable words, Jesus empha- 
sized the severity of this offense. Such a person 
should not have been born (Matt. 18:6—7). 

13:13 serve other gods. Falling away from the truth 
is apostasy. Sometimes this can be fairly subtle, and 
that is why the word “enticed” is used with this con- 
cept. God clearly lays out a test that will always sepa- 
rate the truth from the lie. If someone says, “Let us go 
and serve other gods...” we know that the speaker is 
not from God. Our hope is in Christ alone. People do 
not recognize that they are going after “other gods” 
because they do not know the one true God. This is 
why it is so important to faithfully study the Bible, 
for in it all of the character and actions of God are 
revealed. We will not be fooled by the counterfeit if 
we are familiar with the genuine. 

13:17-18 turn from the fierceness of His anger and 
show you mercy. This seemingly harsh judgment of 
evil was an act of obedience. God required the pun- 
ishment of evildoers so that immoral practices would 
not spread throughout the land. God would bless the 
Israelites, and bless the land, but not while the evil 
practices were still going on. 

14:2 God’s Plan and Israel—The modern-day 
student of the Bible may well ask why so much of 
Scripture is taken up with the history of a single 
nation. Certainly many Christians wonder why one 


nation should be called “God’s chosen people.” The 
answer to this question is bound up in God's purpose 
for Israel. When God promised Abraham that he 
would become the father of a great nation, He also 
promised that He would bless all peoples through 
that nation (Gen. 12:1-3). Therefore Israel was to 
be a channel of blessing as well as a recipient. Even 
their deliverance from Egypt was at least partially 
designed to show other nations that Israel's God was 
the only true God (Ex. 7:5; 14:18; Josh. 2:9-11). It was 
further prophesied by Isaiah that the Messiah would 
bring salvation to the Gentiles (Is. 49:6) The Psalms 
contain many invitations to other nations to come 
and worship the Lord in Israel (Ps. 2:10-12; 117:1). 
Ruth the Moabitess is an example of a foreigner who 
believed in Israel's God. 

It is clear that God’s promise to Abraham to bless 
the whole world through him is still being fulfilled. 
The life, ministry and death of Jesus Christ and the 
existence and influence of the church today, all came 
about through God's choice of Israel. All those the 
church wins to Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, enter 
into these great blessings channeled through Israel. 
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and scales. !0And whatever does not have 
fins and scales you shall not eat; it is un- 
clean for you. 

1l“All clean birds you may eat. !2hBut 
these you shall not eat: the eagle, the vul- 
ture, the buzzard, !8the red kite, the falcon, 
and the kite after their kinds; 4every raven 
after its kind; 5the ostrich, the short-eared 
owl, the sea gull, and the hawk after their 
kinds; 16the little owl, the screech owl, the 
white owl, !7the jackdaw, the carrion vul- 
ture, the fisher owl, !8the stork, the heron 
after its kind, and the hoopoe and the bat. 

19“Also ‘every creeping thing that flies 
is unclean for you; ‘they shall not be eaten. 

20“You may eat all clean birds. 

21k“You shall not eat anything that dies 
of itself; you may give it to the alien who is 
within your gates, that he may eat it, or you 
may sell it to a foreigner; ‘for you are a holy 
people to the LORD your God. 

“mYou shall not boil a young goat in its 
mother’s milk. 


Tithing Principles 

22n“You shall truly tithe all the increase 
of your grain that the field produces year 
by year. 230And you shall eat before the 
LORD your God, in the place where He 
chooses to make His name abide, the tithe 
of your grain and your new wine and your 
oil, of ?the firstborn of your herds and your 
flocks, that you may learn to fear the LORD 
your God always. 24But if the journey is 
too long for you, so that you are not able to 
carry the tithe, or 4if the place where the 
LORD your God chooses to put His name is 
too far from you, when the LORD your God 
has blessed you, 25then you shall exchange 
it for money, take the money in your hand, 
and go to the place which the LORD your 
God chooses. 26And you shall spend that 
money for whatever your heart desires: for 
oxen or sheep, for wine or similar drink, 
for whatever your heart desires; you shall 
eat there before the LORD your God, and 
you shall "rejoice, you and your household. 
27You shall not forsake the sLevite who is 
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within your gates, for he has no part nor 
inheritance with you. 

28t“At the end of every third year you 
shall bring out the “tithe of your produce 
of that year and store it up within your 
gates. 29And the Levite, because he has no 
portion nor inheritance with you, and the 
stranger and the fatherless and the widow 
who are within your gates, may come and 
eat and be satisfied, that the LORD your 
God may bless you in all the work of your 
hand which you do. 


Debts Canceled Every Seven Years 
1 5 “At the end of “every seven years you 

shall grant a release of debts. 2And 
this is the form of the release: Every cred- 
itor who has lent anything to his neighbor 
shall release it; he shall not require it of 
his neighbor or his brother, because it is 
called the LORD’s release. 3Of a foreigner 
you may require it; but you shall give up 
your claim to what is owed by your brother, 
4except when there may be no poor among 
you; for the LORD will greatly “bless you in 
the land which the LORD your God is giving 
you to possess as an inheritance— only if 
you carefully obey the voice of the LORD 
your God, to observe with care all these 
commandments which I command you to- 
day. 6For the LORD your God will bless you 
just as He promised you; ‘you shall lend to 
many nations, but you shall not borrow; 
you shall reign over many nations, but they 
shall not reign over you. 


Generosity to the Poor 

7Tf there is among you a poor man of 
your brethren, within any of the gates in 
your land which the LorD your God is giv- 
ing you, ¢you shall not harden your heart 
nor shut your hand from your poor broth- 
er, 8but ¢you shall open your hand wide to 
him and willingly lend him sufficient for 
his need, whatever he needs. 9Beware lest 
there be a wicked thought in your heart, 
saying, ‘The seventh year, the year of 
release, is at hand,’ and your feye be evil 


14:21 not boil... in its mother’s milk. Unlike the 
Canaanites who boiled young goats alive in the milk of 
their mothers as a sacrifice to fertility gods, Israel was 
to practice a more humane method of animal sacrifice. 
14:22-29 tithe of your grain. The tithe was to be 
enjoyed in the presence of the Lord, unless the peo- 
ple had come from a great distance. Then they could 
exchange it for silver and purchase food and drink 
with it in Jerusalem. 

14:25 money. Money refers to uncoined silver. Coins 
were not struck until the Persian era. 

15:1 every seven years. God taught His people 
to think in cycles of holy time: six days of work, the 
seventh to rest; six years of business, the seventh of 
giving freedom to the poor; six years of agricultural 
cultivation, and the seventh to let the land lie fallow 
(Ex. 23:10-13; Lev. 25:1-7). 

15:7-15 a poor man. lsrael’s uniqueness in the an- 


cient world is seen in the laws which connect a right 
relationship with God and worship of Him with inter- 
personal relationships. If you love God, you will also 
treat others well. God is intensely interested in the 
poor, and itis the responsibility of His people to imitate 
His concern. The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 
10:30-37) is both the simplest and the most profound 
picture of how this concern works out in real life. 

15:7 not harden. The people's attitude toward the 
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against your poor brother and you give 
him nothing, and She cry out to the LORD 
against you, and "it become sin among 
you. !0You shall surely give to him, and 
‘your heart should not be grieved when 
you give to him, because ‘for this thing the 
LORD your God will bless you in all your 
works and in all to which you put your 
hand. !!For &the poor will never cease 
from the land; therefore I command you, 
saying, ‘You shall open your hand wide to 
your brother, to your poor and your needy, 
in your land.’ 


The Law Concerning Bondservants 

121“Tf your brother, a Hebrew man, or a 
Hebrew woman, is “sold to you and serves 
you six years, then in the seventh year you 
shall let him go free from you. 8And when 
you send him away free from you, you 
shall not let him go away empty-handed; 
M4you shall supply him liberally from your 
flock, from your threshing floor, and from 
your winepress. From what the LORD your 
God has "blessed you with, you shall give 
to him. 145°You shall remember that you 
were a Slave in the land of Egypt, and the 
LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I 
command you this thing today. !6»And if it 
happens that he says to you, ‘I will not go 
away from you,’ because he loves you and 
your house, since he prospers with you, 
17then you shall take an awl and thrust it 
through his ear to the door, and he shall be 
your servant forever. Also to your female 
servant you shall do likewise. 1!8It shall 
not seem hard to you when you send him 
away free from you; for he has been worth 
aa double hired servant in serving you six 
years. Then the LORD your God will bless 
you in all that you do. 


The Law Concerning Firstborn 


Animals 

19r“All the firstborn males that come 
from your herd and your flock you shall 
sanctify to the LORD your God; you shall 
do no work with the firstborn of your 
herd, nor shear the firstborn of your flock. 
20sYou and your household shall eat it be- 
fore the LORD your God year by year in 
the place which the LORD chooses. 2!tBut 
if there is a defect in it, if it is lame or blind 
or has any serious defect, you shall not 


sacrifice it to the LORD your God. 22 You 
may eat it within your gates; the unclean 
and the clean person alike may eat it, as if 
it were a gazelle or a deer. 23Only you shall 
not eat its blood; you shall pour it on the 
ground like water. 


The Passover Reviewed 
1 6 “Observe the «month of Abib, and 
keep the Passover to the LORD your 

God, for *in the month of Abib the LORD 
your God brought you out of Egypt by 
night. 2Therefore you shall sacrifice the 
Passover to the LORD your God, from the 
flock and cthe herd, in the 4place where the 
LORD chooses to put His name. 3 You shall 
eat no leavened bread with it; ¢seven days 
you shall eat unleavened bread with it, that 
is, the bread of affliction (for you came out 
of the land of Egypt in haste), that you may 
fremember the day in which you came out 
of the land of Egypt all the days of your 
life. 48And no leaven shall be seen among 
you in all your territory for seven days, nor 
shall any of the meat which you sacrifice 
the first day at twilight remain overnight 
until "morning. 

5“You may not sacrifice the Passover 
within any of your gates which the LORD 
your God gives you; Sbut at the place where 
the LORD your God chooses to make His 
name abide, there you shall sacrifice the 
Passover iat twilight, at the going down of 
the sun, at the time you came out of Egypt. 
7And you shall roast and eat it in the place 
which the LORD your God chooses, and /in 
the morning you shall turn and go to your 
tents. 8Six days you shall eat unleavened 
bread, and on the seventh day there shall 
be a sacred assembly to the LORD your 
God. You shall do no work on it. 


The Feast of Weeks Reviewed 

§“You shall count seven weeks for your- 
self; begin to count the seven weeks from 
the time you begin to put the sickle to the 
grain. !0Then you shall keep the 'Feast of 
Weeks to the LoRD your God with the trib- 
ute of a freewill offering from your hand, 
which you shall give ™as the LORD your 
God blesses you. !!”"You shall rejoice before 
the LORD your God, you and your son and 
your daughter, your male servant and your 
female servant, the Levite who is within 


poor should have been a reflection of their gratitude 
for God's gifts to them. 

15:19 shall do no work ... nor shear. The owners 
of firstborn male livestock could not profit from the 
firstborn because they belonged to the Lord. 

16:1 Passover. Passover was observed on the 
fourteenth of Abib, or Nisan, which corresponds 
to our March-April (Ex. 12:1-21; Lev. 23:5-8; Num. 
28:16-25). 

16:6 going down of the sun. The twilight sacri- 
fice was in commemoration of the Exodus, which 
occurred at night. 


16:9 sickle to the grain. This took place on the sec- 
ond day of the Feast of the Passover. 


15:99 Deut. 24:15 /[Matt. 25:41, 42] 
7 iDeut. 14:29 15:11 Matt. 26:11 15:12/ Ex. 21:2-6 
™Lev.25:39-46 15:14"Prov.10:22 15:15° Deut. 
5:15 15:16P Ex.21:5,6 15:189|s.16:14 15:19" Ex. 
13:2,12  15:205Deut. 12:5; 14:23 15:21 ‘Lev. 
22:19-25 15:22"Deut. 12:15, 16,22 16:1 Ex. 12:2 
bEx. 13:4 16:2°Num. 28:19 4Deut. 12:5, 26; 15:20 
16:3 ©Num. 29:12 fEx. 13:3 16:49 Ex. 13:7 "Num. 9:12 
16:6/Ex.12:7-10 16:7/2 Kin. 23:23 
36 16:10! Ex. 34:22 1 Cor. 16:2 


15:10/2 Cor. 9:5, 


16:8 * Lev. 23:8, 
16:11" Deut. 16:14 


your gates, the stranger and the fatherless 
and the widow who are among you, at the 
place where the LORD your God chooses 
to make His name abide. !2°And you shall 
remember that you were a slave in Egypt, 
and you shall be careful to observe these 
statutes. 


The Feast of Tabernacles Reviewed 

13>“You shall observe the Feast of Tab- 
ernacles seven days, when you have gath- 
ered from your threshing floor and from 
your winepress. !4And 4¢you shall rejoice 
in your feast, you and your son and your 
daughter, your male servant and your fe- 
male servant and the Levite, the strang- 
er and the fatherless and the widow, who 
are within your gates. 15rSeven days you 
shall keep a sacred feast to the LORD 
your God in the place which the LORD 
chooses, because the LORD your God will 
bless you in all your produce and in all the 
work of your hands, so that you surely re- 
joice. 

16s“Three times a year all your males 
shall appear before the LORD your God in 
the place which He chooses: at the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, 
and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and ‘they 
shall not appear before the LORD empty- 
handed. !7Every man shall give as he is 
able, “according to the blessing of the LORD 
your God which He has given you. 


Justice Must Be Administered 

18“You shall appoint vjudges and officers 
in all your gates, which the LORD your God 
gives you, according to your tribes, and 
they shall judge the people with just judg- 
ment. !9wYou shall not pervert justice; xyou 
shall not show partiality, ynor take a bribe, 
for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and 
twists the words of the righteous. 2° You 
shall follow what is altogether just, that 
you may 2live and inherit the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you. 
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21a“You shall not plant for yourself any 
tree, aS a wooden image, near the altar 
which you build for yourself to the LORD 
your God. 22 You shall not set up a sacred 
pillar, which the LORD your God hates. 
1 7 “You ¢shall not sacrifice to the LORD 

your God a bull or sheep which has 

any blemish or defect, for that is an abom- 
ination to the LORD your God. 

2b“Tf there is found among you, within 
any of your gates which the LORD your 
God gives you, a man or a woman who 
has been wicked in the sight of the LORD 
your God, “in transgressing His covenant, 
3who has gone and served other gods and 
worshiped them, either ¢the sun or moon 
or any of the host of heaven, ¢which I have 
not commanded, 4fand it is told you, and 
you hear of it, then you shall inquire dili- 
gently. And if it is indeed true and certain 
that such an abomination has been com- 
mitted in Israel, 5then you shall bring out 
to your gates that man or woman who has 
committed that wicked thing, and &shall 
stone "to death that man or woman with 
stones. ®Whoever is deserving of death 
shall be put to death on the testimony of 
two or three ‘witnesses; he shall not be 
put to death on the testimony of one wit- 
ness. 7The hands of the witnesses shall be 
the first against him to put him to death, 
and afterward the hands of all the peo- 
ple. So you shall put away the evil from 
among /you. 

8k“Tf a matter arises which is too hard 
for you to judge, between degrees of guilt 
for bloodshed, between one judgment 
or another, or between one punishment 
or another, matters of controversy with- 
in your gates, then you shall arise and 
go up to the 'place which the LORD your 
God chooses. 9And you shall come to 
the priests, the Levites, and "to the judge 
there in those days, and inquire of them; 
othey shall pronounce upon you the sen- 
tence of judgment. !0You shall do accord- 
ing to the sentence which they pronounce 


16:13-15 Feast of Tabernacles. The harvest fes- 
tival was a time to celebrate God’s goodness, and 
to remember how He cared for them when they 
lived in tents in the wilderness. Today this celebra- 
tion is called Succoth, from the Hebrew word for 
booths. 

16:19 not pervert justice. The foundation for a just 
and honest application of law in human society is 
God Himself. God entrusts rule to men who function 
in His place in dispensing justice. To pervert this jus- 
tice with favoritism or bribes is to malign the charac- 
ter of God, and that is a sin that God always deals with 
sooner or later. 

17:2 transgressing. The Hebrew verb for transgress- 
ing is used elsewhere to indicate the crossing of a 
border or stream. Here the word is used to indicate 
“crossing over” the boundaries that God had set for 
His people. 

17:4-6 inquire diligently. An investigation, rather 
than gossip, determined the truth of any report of 


idolatry. There must be two or three witnesses for a 
person to be condemned to death. 

17:7 hands of the witnesses ... first. The witnesses 
participated in the stoning of the guilty because they 
were responsible for the person’s condemnation. 
Jesus’ words about throwing the “first stone” referred 
to this practice John 8:7). 

17:8 degrees of guilt. This refers to cases of man- 
slaughter or murder—that is, accidental or inten- 
tional homicide. 
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upon you in that place which the LORD 
chooses. And you shall be careful to do 
according to all that they order you. !Ac- 
cording to the sentence of the law in which 
they instruct you, according to the judg- 
ment which they tell you, you shall do; you 
shall not turn aside to the right hand or 
to the left from the sentence which they 
pronounce upon you. !2Now Pthe man who 
acts presumptuously and will not heed the 
priest who stands to minister there before 
the LORD your God, or the judge, that man 
shall die. So you shall put away the evil 
from Israel. 84And all the people shall 
hear and fear, and no longer act presump- 
tuously. 


Principles Governing Kings 

14“When you come to the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you, and possess 
it and dwell in it, and say, “I will set a king 
over me like all the nations that are around 
me,’ 5you shall surely set a king over you 
swhom the LORD your God chooses; one 
‘from among your brethren you shall set 
as king over you; you may not set a foreign- 
er over you, who is not your brother. !6But 
he shall not multiply vhorses for himself, 
nor cause the people Yto return to Egypt 
to multiply horses, for “the LORD has said 
to you, *‘You shall not return that way 
again.’ 17Neither shall he multiply wives 
for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor 
shall he greatly multiply silver and »gold 
for himself. 

18“Also it shall be, when he sits on the 
throne of his kingdom, that he shall write 
for himself a copy of this law in a book, 
from the one 2before the priests, the Le- 
vites. 8And it shall be with him, and he 
shall read it all the days of his life, that he 
may learn to fear the LORD his God and 
be careful to observe all the words of this 
law and these statutes, 29that his heart 
may not be lifted above his brethren, that 
he bmay not turn aside from the command- 
ment to the right hand or to the left, and 
that he may prolong his days in his king- 
dom, he and his children in the midst of 
Israel. 


The Portion of the Priests and 
Levites 
1 8 “The priests, the Levites—all the 
tribe of Levi—shall have no part nor 

ajnheritance with Israel; they shall eat the 
offerings of the LORD made by fire, and His 
portion. 2Therefore they shall have no in- 
heritance among their brethren; the LORD 
is their inheritance, as He said to them. 

3“And this shall be the priest’s due from 
the people, from those who offer a sacri- 
fice, whether it is bull or sheep: they shall 
give to the priest the shoulder, the cheeks, 
and the stomach. 4¢The firstfruits of your 
grain and your new wine and your oil, and 
the first of the fleece of your sheep, you 
shall give him. 5For ¢the LORD your God 
has chosen him out of all your tribes ¢to 
stand to minister in the name of the LORD, 
him and his sons forever. 

6“So if a Levite comes from any of your 
gates, from where he ‘dwells among all Is- 
rael, and comes with all the desire of his 
mind £to the place which the LORD chooses, 
7then he may serve in the name of the LORD 
his God "as all his brethren the Levites do, 
who stand there before the LORD. ®They 
shall have equal ‘portions to eat, besides 
what comes from the sale of his inheritance. 


Avoid Wicked Customs 

9“When you come into the land which 
the LoRD your God is giving you, ‘you 
shall not learn to follow the abominations 
of those nations. !°There shall not be found 
among you anyone who makes his son or 
his daughter ®pass through the fire, 'or one 
who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, 
or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 
llmor "one who conjures spells, or a medi- 
um, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the 
dead. !2For all who do these things are an 
abomination to the LORD, and °because of 
these abominations the LORD your God 
drives them out from before you. You 
shall be blameless before the LORD your 
God. “For these nations which you will 
dispossess listened to soothsayers and di- 
viners; but as for you, the LORD your God 
has not appointed such for you. 


17:12 acts presumptuously. It is presumptuous to 
ask for judgment and then to refuse to follow the ver- 
dict of the priests. It is both asking them to take the 
weight of the decision and then willfully disregarding 
that decision. 

17:13 hear. To hear is to respond and obey. 

17:14 a king. The regulations that follow anticipate 
the request that the Israelites would make for a 
king. At the time of Moses the Israelites were unique 
among nations. God Himself ruled them through 
appointed leaders, but there was no king. 

18:10-12 pass through the fire... witchcraft. Each 
of the activities that the Lord forbids in this passage 
come under the category of occult activities. Passing 
through the fire was sacrificing a son or daughter to 
learn about the future or seek favor with a supposed 
deity. Divination, witchcraft, sorcery, casting spells 


and interpreting omens, mediums, spiritists, and nec- 
romancers (those who call up the dead) are all part 
of the demonic realm, an attempt to bypass God in 
foretelling and controlling the future. These activities 
are detestable to God and should be to His followers 
as well. 
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A New Prophet Like Moses 

15p“The LORD your God will raise up for 
you a Prophet like me from your midst, 
from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 
16according to all you desired of the LORD 
your God in Horeb in the day of the as- 
sembly, saying, “Let me not hear again the 
voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see 
this great fire anymore, lest I die.’ 

17“And the LORD said to me: s‘What they 
have spoken is good. !8tI will raise up for 
them a Prophet like you from among their 
brethren, and “will put My words in His 
mouth, Yand He shall speak to them all that 
I command Him. !8~And it shall be that 
whoever will not hear My words, which 
He speaks in My name, I will require it of 
him. 29But xthe prophet who presumes to 
speak a word in My name, which I have not 
commanded him to speak, or »who speaks 
in the name of other gods, that prophet 
shall die.’ 21And if you say in your heart, 
‘How shall we know the word which the 
LORD has not spoken?’— 222when a proph- 
et speaks in the name of the LORD, if the 
thing does not happen or come to pass, that 
is the thing which the LORD has not spo- 
ken; the prophet has spoken it »presumptu- 
ously; you shall not be afraid of him. 


Three Cities of Refuge 
1 9 “When the LORD your God chas cut off 
the nations whose land the LORD your 
God is giving you, and you dispossess them 
and dwell in their cities and in their houses, 
2byou shall separate three cities for yourself 
in the midst of your land which the LORD 
your God is giving you to possess. 3 You 
shall prepare roads for yourself, and divide 
into three parts the territory of your land 
which the LORD your God is giving you to 
inherit, that any manslayer may flee there. 
4“And cthis is the case of the manslayer 
who flees there, that he may live: Whoever 
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kills his neighbor unintentionally, not hav- 
ing hated him in time past—5as when a 
man goes to the woods with his neighbor 
to cut timber, and his hand swings a stroke 
with the ax to cut down the tree, and the 
head slips from the handle and strikes his 
neighbor so that he dies—he shall flee to 
one of these cities and live; ®4lest the aveng- 
er of blood, while his anger is hot, pursue 
the manslayer and overtake him, because 
the way is long, and kill him, though he 
was not deserving of death, since he had 
not hated the victim in time past. 7There- 
fore I command you, saying, ‘You shall 
separate three cities for yourself.’ 

8“Now if the LORD your God “enlarges 
your territory, as He swore to fyour fathers, 
and gives you the land which He promised 
to give to your fathers, 9and if you keep all 
these commandments and do them, which 
I command you today, to love the LORD 
your God and to walk always in His ways, 
sthen you shall add three more cities for 
yourself besides these three, !lest inno- 
cent blood be shed in the midst of your land 
which the LoRD your God is giving you as 
an inheritance, and thus guilt of bloodshed 
be upon you. 

1l“But ‘if anyone hates his neighbor, 
lies in wait for him, rises against him and 
strikes him mortally, so that he dies, and 
he flees to one of these cities, 12then the el- 
ders of his city shall send and bring him 
from there, and deliver him over to the 
hand of the avenger of blood, that he may 
die. 13/Your eye shall not pity him, *but you 
shall put away the guilt of innocent blood 
from Israel, that it may go well with you. 


Property Boundaries 

14l“You shall not remove your neighbor’s 
landmark, which the men of old have set, in 
your inheritance which you will inherit in 
the land that the LORD your God is giving 
you to possess. 


18:15 raise up for you a Prophet. A true prophet 
came from the Lord; no one could become a true 
prophet by self-will or desire. 

18:22 shall not be afraid of him. These words of 
warning for discerning a false prophet were also 
words of comfort. If the prophet did not come from 
God, there was no need to become anxious about 
whatever he might predict. 

19:3-4 divide into three parts. The cities of refuge 
were intertribal cities. Anyone from any tribe could 
flee to the city that was closest to him. 

19:6 avenger of blood. The avenger was possibly 
a relative commissioned by the elders of the city 
to execute justice. This Hebrew word is sometimes 
translated kinsman redeemer, and in this verse means 
“protector of family rights.” This individual also stood 
up for the family to redeem property and persons. 
The glory of Israel was that its Avenger and Kinsman 
Redeemer was God Himself (Is. 41:14). 

19:9-13 keep all these. The people of Israel were 
about to enter a land where they would be exposed 
to ideas and practices in the name of religion that God 


says are an abomination. The temptation to imitate 
would be great, but they must not do so. The believer 
is not different from his world for the sake of difference, 
but because he must not imitate the things that are 
inconsistent with a life of fellowship with a holy and 
just God. Copying the ways of the ungodly not only 
grieves the Lord, but it mars the picture He is making 
of Himself in the lives of those who follow Him. 

19:14 remove your neighbor’s landmark. Remov- 
ing a landmark was far more than moving a stone. It 
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The Law Concerning Witnesses 
15m“One witness shall not rise against a 
man concerning any iniquity or any sin that 
he commits; by the mouth of two or three 
witnesses the matter shall be established. 
16]f a false witness "rises against any man 
to testify against him of wrongdoing, !7then 
both men in the controversy shall stand be- 
fore the LORD, °before the priests and the 
judges who serve in those days. !8And the 
judges shall make careful inquiry, and in- 
deed, if the witness is a false witness, who 
has testified falsely against his brother, 
19then you shall do to him as he thought 
to have done to his brother; so ¢you shall 
put away the evil from among you. 2%And 
those who remain shall hear and fear, and 
hereafter they shall not again commit such 
evil among you. 2!sYour eye shall not pity: 
‘life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 


Principles Governing Warfare 
20 “When you go out to battle against 
your enemies, and see ¢horses and 
chariots and people more numerous than 
you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD 
your God is «with you, who brought you up 
from the land of Egypt. 2So it shall be, when 
you are on the verge of battle, that the priest 
shall approach and speak to the people. 
3And he shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
Today you are on the verge of battle with 
your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, 
do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be 
terrified because of them; 4for the LORD 
your God is He who goes with you, “to fight 
for you against your enemies, to save you.’ 
5“Then the officers shall speak to the 
people, saying: ‘What man is there who has 
built a new house and has not ¢dedicated it? 
Let him go and return to his house, lest he 
die in the battle and another man dedicate 
it. 6Also what man is there who has planted 
a vineyard and has not eaten of it? Let him 
go and return to his house, lest he die in the 
battle and another man eat of it. 7And what 


man is there who is betrothed to a woman 
and has not married her? Let him go and 
return to his house, lest he die in the battle 
and another man marry her.’ 

8“The officers shall speak further to 
the people, and say, ‘What man is there 
who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him 
go and return to his house, lest the heart 
of his brethren faint* like his heart.’ 9And 
so it shall be, when the officers have fin- 
ished speaking to the people, that they 
shall make captains of the armies to lead 
the people. 

10“When you go near a city to fight 
against it, "then proclaim an offer of peace 
to it. 11And it shall be that if they accept your 
offer of peace, and open to you, then all the 
people who are found in it shall be placed 
under tribute to you, and serve you. 2Now 
if the city will not make peace with you, 
but war against you, then you shall besiege 
it. 3And when the LORD your God delivers 
it into your hands, ‘you shall strike every 
male in it with the edge of the sword. But 
the women, the little ones, ithe livestock, 
and all that is in the city, all its spoil, you 
shall plunder for yourself; and ®you shall 
eat the enemies’ plunder which the LORD 
your God gives you. !5Thus you shall do to 
all the cities which are very far from you, 
which are not of the cities of these nations. 

16“But lof the cities of these peoples which 
the LORD your God gives you as an inher- 
itance, you shall let nothing that breathes 
remain alive, !7but you shall utterly destroy 
them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the 
Canaanite and the Perizzite and the Hivite 
and the Jebusite, just as the LORD your God 
has commanded you, 8lest "they teach you 
to do according to all their abominations 
which they have done for their gods, and 
you "sin against the LORD your God. 

19*When you besiege a city for a long 
time, while making war against it to take it, 


* 20:8 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Syriac, and 
Vulgate read lest he make his brother’s heart faint. 


was changing a property line and in effect cheating 
some family out of the inheritance of land that God 
had given them. 

19:15 by the mouth of two or three witnesses. 
Requiring two or three witnesses was a safeguard 
against the dangerous lies of an individual. 

19:21 life shall be for life, eye for eye. The law of 
retribution established the principle that the punish- 
ment should not exceed the crime. 

20:5-7 built anew house... planted a vineyard... 
betrothed to a woman. Each of these activities rep- 
resents a time of planning and preparation that has 
not yet been fulfilled. The Lord graciously acknowl- 
edges that it is right for people to have a chance to 
enjoy the fruits of their labor before they risk their 
lives for the nation. 

20:8 fearful and fainthearted. Unlike the previous 
situations, the fearful and fainthearted endanger 
their fellow soldiers. The number of warriors was not 


as important as the army’s belief that God was fight- 
ing for them. 

20:17 utterly destroy. This was not just a symbolic 
war; the entire Canaanite population was to be 
destroyed. 

20:18 lest they teach you. The principal concern 
of the Lord was for the welfare of His people. The 
Canaanite population in the land was like a deadly 
tumor eating away at the body. If the tumor was cut 
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you shall not destroy its trees by wielding 
an ax against them; if you can eat of them, 
do not cut them down to use in the siege, 
for the tree of the field is man’s food. 2°Only 
the trees which you know are not trees 
for food you may destroy and cut down, 
to build siegeworks against the city that 
makes war with you, until it is subdued. 


The Law Concerning Unsolved 
Murder 
y) “If anyone is found slain, lying in the 
field in the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you to possess, and it is not 
known who killed him, 2then your elders 
and your judges shall go out and measure 
the distance from the slain man to the 
surrounding cities. 3And it shall be that 
the elders of the city nearest to the slain 
man will take a heifer which has not been 
worked and which has not pulled with a 
ayoke. 4The elders of that city shall bring 
the heifer down to a valley with flowing 
water, which is neither plowed nor sown, 
and they shall break the heifer’s neck 
there in the valley. 5Then the priests, the 
sons of Levi, shall come near, for >the 
LORD your God has chosen them to min- 
ister to Him and to bless in the name of 
the LORD; ‘by their word every contro- 
versy and every assault shall be settled. 
6And all the elders of that city nearest to 
the slain man 4shall wash their hands over 
the heifer whose neck was broken in the 
valley. 7Then they shall answer and say, 
‘Our hands have not shed this blood, nor 
have our eyes seen it. 8Provide atonement, 
O LorD, for Your people Israel, whom You 
have redeemed, ¢and do not lay innocent 
blood to the charge of Your people Is- 
rael.’ And atonement shall be provided on 
their behalf for the blood. 9So fyou shall 
put away the guilt of innocent blood from 
among you when you do what is right in 
the sight of the LORD. 


Female Captives 
10“When you go out to war against your 
enemies, and the LORD your God delivers 
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them into your hand, and you take them 
captive, Nand you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and desire her and 
would take her for your £wife, !2then you 
shall bring her home to your house, and 
she shall "shave her head and trim her 
nails. 3She shall put off the clothes of 
her captivity, remain in your house, and 
imourn her father and her mother a full 
month; after that you may go in to her and 
be her husband, and she shall be your wife. 
14And it shall be, if you have no delight in 
her, then you shall set her free, but you 
certainly shall not sell her for money; you 
shall not treat her brutally, because you 
have ‘humbled her. 


Firstborn Inheritance Rights 

15“Tf a man has two wives, one loved kand 
the other unloved, and they have borne 
him children, both the loved and the un- 
loved, and if the firstborn son is of her who 
is unloved, !6then it shall be, 'on the day 
he bequeaths his possessions to his sons, 
that he must not bestow firstborn status on 
the son of the loved wife in preference to 
the son of the unloved, the true firstborn. 
17But he shall acknowledge the son of the 
unloved wife as the firstborn by giving 
him a double portion of all that he has, for 
he "is the beginning of his strength; the 
right of the firstborn is his. 


The Rebellious Son 

18“Tf a man has a stubborn and rebel- 
lious son who will not obey the voice of his 
father or the voice of his mother, and who, 
when they have chastened him, will not 
heed them, !%then his father and his moth- 
er shall take hold of him and bring him out 
to the elders of his city, to the gate of his 
city. 20And they shall say to the elders of 
his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and 
rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is 
a glutton and a drunkard.’ 2!Then all the 
men of his city shall stone him to death 
with stones; so you shall put away the evil 
from among you, ¢and all Israel shall hear 
and fear. 


out, the body could live. No one could thrive in that 
land as a follower of God as long as the Canaanites 
were there. 

21:1-9 anyone is found slain. Although the people 
were innocent of the act and of any knowledge of 
the actual death of this individual, the elders must 
still ask the Lord for forgiveness for the shedding of 
innocent blood. An honest attempt must be made 
to find justice and to say, “We know this was wrong.” 
God is teaching His people about an active social 
conscience in this passage. When we know that an 
innocent party has been wronged we are not to turn 
our backs and say that we are not involved. Even the 
simple act of publicly saying that such action is not 
pleasing to God is effective in reminding those who 
hear that God sees all and will judge the perpetrators 
of sin at some point. 


21:15 two wives. Polygamy was commonly prac- 
ticed in the cultures of the ancient Middle East and 
was assumed in the law of Moses. It is apparently 
something that God allowed, as He did divorce (Matt. 
19:3-9), but from the beginning it was not that way. 
21:16 firstborn. A father was expected to show con- 
sideration for the firstborn child, regardless of his 
attitude toward the child’s mother. 
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212 & Deuteronomy 21:22 
Miscellaneous Laws 

22“Tf a man has committed a sin 'de- 
serving of death, and he is put to death, 
and you hang him on a tree, 23shis body 
shall not remain overnight on the tree, 
but you shall surely bury him that day, so 
that tyou do not defile the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you as an inher- 
itance; for “he who is hanged is accursed 
of God. 

2 2 “You “shall not see your brother’s ox 

or his sheep going astray, and hide 
yourself from them; you shall certainly 
bring them back to your brother. 2And if 
your brother is not near you, or if you do 
not know him, then you shall bring it to 
your own house, and it shall remain with 
you until your brother seeks it; then you 
shall restore it to him. 2You shall do the 
same with his donkey, and so shall you do 
with his garment; with any lost thing of 
your brother’s, which he has lost and you 
have found, you shall do likewise; you must 
not hide yourself. 

4b“You shall not see your brother’s don- 
key or his ox fall down along the road, and 
hide yourself from them; you shall surely 
help him lift them up again. 

5“A woman shall not wear anything that 
pertains to a man, nor shall a man put ona 
woman’s garment, for all who do so are an 
abomination to the LORD your God. 

6“Tf a bird’s nest happens to be before 
you along the way, in any tree or on the 
ground, with young ones or eggs, with 
the mother sitting on the young or on the 
eggs, cyou shall not take the mother with 
the young; 7you shall surely let the mother 
go, and take the young for yourself, ¢that 
it may be well with you and that you may 
prolong your days. 

8“When you build a new house, then you 
shall make a parapet for your roof, that you 
may not bring guilt of bloodshed on your 
household if anyone falls from it. 

Se“You shall not sow your vineyard with 
different kinds of seed, lest the yield of the 
seed which you have sown and the fruit of 
your vineyard be defiled. 


107“You shall not plow with an ox anda 
donkey together. 

Us“You shall not wear a garment of dif- 
ferent sorts, such as wool and linen mixed 
together. 

12°You shall make "tassels on the four 
corners of the clothing with which you 
cover yourself. 


Laws of Sexual Morality 

13“Tf any man takes a wife, and goes in 
to her, and idetests her, 4and charges her 
with shameful conduct, and brings a bad 
name on her, and says, ‘I took this woman, 
and when I came to her I found she was 
not a virgin,’ then the father and mother 
of the young woman shall take and bring 
out the evidence of the young woman’s vir- 
ginity to the elders of the city at the gate. 
16And the young woman’s father shall say 
to the elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this 
man as wife, and he detests her. !7Now he 
has charged her with shameful conduct, 
saying, “I found your daughter was not a 
virgin,” and yet these are the evidences of 
my daughter’s virginity.’ And they shall 
spread the cloth before the elders of the 
city. 18Then the elders of that city shall take 
that man and punish him; !%and they shall 
fine him one hundred shekels of silver and 
give them to the father of the young wom- 
an, because he has brought a bad name on 
a virgin of Israel. And she shall be his wife; 
he cannot divorce her all his days. 

20“But if the thing is true, and evidences 
of virginity are not found for the young 
woman, 2!then they shall bring out the 
young woman to the door of her father’s 
house, and the men of her city shall stone 
her to death with istones, because she has 
kdone a disgraceful thing in Israel, to play 
the harlot in her father’s house. 'So you 
shall put away the evil from among you. 

22m“Tf a man is found lying with a wom- 
an married to a husband, then both of them 
shall die—the man that lay with the wom- 
an, and the woman; so you shall put away 
the evil from Israel. 

23“Tf a young woman who is a virgin is 


21:22 hang him. The guilty person was not executed 
by hanging, but after the person was stoned the 
corpse was impaled for public viewing as an example. 
22:1-4 Kindness—lIn the same way that God cares 
for us, we are to care for others. If we see a kindness 
that we can do for another, we are to do it cheerfully 
and willingly. Receiving an act of kindness is heart- 
warming; doing such an act is a great joy. 

22:8 parapet. The parapet was a low wall around the 
edge of the roof. The rooftop was used as an extra 
room, and if the home owner did not provide safety 
measures, he would be responsible for any accidents. 
22:11 wool and linen. . . together. These restric- 
tions were a reminder that the Hebrews were not a 
mixed people. They were separated to God and they 
were not to mix with other nations, nor were they to 
mix two kinds of animals, grain, or fabric. It was part 


of the concept of purity that governed every aspect 
of life. 

22:14 brings a bad name on her. Charging her 
indicated a public accusation. Virginity was highly 
regarded, for if the legitimacy of children was disput- 
able, inheritance rights and positions in family would 
also be disputed. It is easy to determine the mother of 
a child, for pregnancy is obvious, but determining the 
father of the child was a matter of trust that the wife 
was faithful to marriage vows. 
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"betrothed to a husband, and a man finds 
her in the city and lies with her, 24then you 
shall bring them both out to the gate of that 
city, and you shall stone them to death with 
stones, the young woman because she did 
not cry out in the city, and the man because 
he chumbled his neighbor’s wife; »so you 
shall put away the evil from among you. 

25“But if a man finds a betrothed young 
woman in the countryside, and the man 
forces her and lies with her, then only the 
man who lay with her shall die. 2®But you 
shall do nothing to the young woman; there 
is in the young woman no sin deserving of 
death, for just as when a man rises against 
his neighbor and kills him, even so is this 
matter. 27For he found her in the country- 
side, and the betrothed young woman cried 
out, but there was no one to save her. 

28a“Tf a man finds a young woman who 
is a virgin, who is not betrothed, and he 
seizes her and lies with her, and they are 
found out, 2then the man who lay with 
her shall give to the young woman’s father 
fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his 
wife sbecause he has humbled her; he shall 
not be permitted to divorce her all his days. 

30t“A man shall not take his father’s wife, 
nor “uncover his father’s bed. 


Those Excluded 


from the Congregation 
2 3 “He who is emasculated by crushing 
or mutilation shall “not enter the as- 

sembly of the LORD. 

2“One of illegitimate birth shall not enter 
the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth 
generation none of his descendants shall 
enter the assembly of the LORD. 

3b“An Ammonite or Moabite shall not 
enter the assembly of the LORD; even to 
the tenth generation none of his descen- 
dants shall enter the assembly of the LORD 
forever, 4°because they did not meet you 
with bread and water on the road when 
you came out of Egypt, and “because they 
hired against you Balaam the son of Beor 
from Pethor of Mesopotamia,* to curse 
you. Nevertheless the LORD your God 
would not listen to Balaam, but the LORD 
your God turned the curse into a blessing 
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for you, because the LORD your God loves 
you. 6fYou shall not seek their peace nor 
their prosperity all your days forever. 

7“You shall not abhor an Edomite, “for 
he is your brother. You shall not abhor an 
Egyptian, because "you were an alien in 
his land. 8The children of the third gener- 
ation born to them may enter the assembly 
of the LORD. 


Cleanliness of the Campsite 

§“When the army goes out against 
your enemies, then keep yourself from 
every wicked thing. 1If there is any man 
among you who becomes unclean by some 
occurrence in the night, then he shall go 
outside the camp; he shall not come inside 
the camp. !!But it shall be, when evening 
comes, that /he shall wash with water; and 
when the sun sets, he may come into the 
camp. 

12“Also you shall have a place outside 
the camp, where you may go out; Band 
you shall have an implement among your 
equipment, and when you sit down outside, 
you shall dig with it and turn and cov- 
er your refuse. 44For the LORD your God 
kwalks in the midst of your camp, to deliv- 
er you and give your enemies over to you; 
therefore your camp shall be holy, that He 
may see no unclean thing among you, and 
turn away from you. 


Miscellaneous Laws 

151“You shall not give back to his master 
the slave who has escaped from his master 
to you. 16He may dwell with you in your 
midst, in the place which he chooses with- 
in one of your gates, where it seems best to 
him; "you shall not oppress him. 

17“There shall be no ritual harlot*” of the 
daughters of Israel, or a °(perverted* one of 
the sons of Israel. 18 You shall not bring the 
wages of a harlot or the price of a dog to the 
house of the LORD your God for any vowed 
offering, for both of these are an abomina- 
tion to the LORD your God. 


* 23:4 Hebrew Aram Naharaim *23:17 Hebrew 
qedeshah, feminine of qadesh (see next note) 
Hebrew qadesh, that is, one practicing sodomy 
and prostitution in religious rituals 


23:1 emasculated. An emasculated man had had all 
or part of the sexual organs removed. This was done 
to men who were put in charge of harems to prevent 
sexual relations with the women. It was also a pagan 
practice. Genital mutilation was prohibited in Israel. 
23:17 harlot... perverted. The cult prostitute was 
used for the worship of the Canaanite gods and god- 
desses of fertility. They believed that having intimate 
relations with the cult prostitutes (either male or 
female) would bring fertility to their families, fields, 
and herds. This debased system of worship was one 
of the reasons God had decided to utterly destroy this 
group of people. 

23:18 wages of a harlot... price of a dog. God did 
not need or want money earned by such practices 


that He called abominations. “Dogs” does not refer to 
the animal. It is still insulting in the Middle East to call 
a person a dog, and “dogs” are listed with sorcerers, 
immoral persons, murderers, idolaters, and everyone 
who loves and practices lying, as those who are out- 
side the heavenly city (Rev. 22:15). 
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214 & Deuteronomy 23:19 

19»“You shall not charge interest to your 
brother—interest on money or food or any- 
thing that is lent out at interest. 297To a for- 
eigner you may charge interest, but to your 
brother you shall not charge interest, "that 
the LORD your God may bless you in all to 
which you set your hand in the land which 
you are entering to possess. 

21s“When you make a vow to the LORD 
your God, you shall not delay to pay it; for 
the LORD your God will surely require it of 
you, and it would be sin to you. 22But if you 
abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to 
you. 23tThat which has gone from your lips 
you shall keep and perform, for you volun- 
tarily vowed to the LORD your God what 
you have promised with your mouth. 

24“When you come into your neighbor’s 
vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes 
at your pleasure, but you shall not put any 
in your container. 25When you come into 
your neighbor’s standing grain, “you may 
pluck the heads with your hand, but you 
shall not use a sickle on your neighbor’s 
standing grain. 


Law Concerning Divorce 
2 4 “When a ¢man takes a wife and mar- 
ries her, and it happens that she finds 
no favor in his eyes because he has found 
some uncleanness in her, and he writes her 
a >certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, 
and sends her out of his house, 2when she 
has departed from his house, and goes and 
becomes another man’s wife, 3if the latter 
husband detests her and writes her a cer- 
tificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and 
sends her out of his house, or if the latter 
husband dies who took her as his wife, 
4cthen her former husband who divorced 
her must not take her back to be his wife 
after she has been defiled; for that is an 
abomination before the LORD, and you 
shall not bring sin on the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you as an inher- 
itance. 


Miscellaneous Laws 

5d“When a man has taken a new wife, 
he shall not go out to war or be charged 
with any business; he shall be free at home 
one year, and “bring happiness to his wife 
whom he has taken. 

6“No man shall take the lower or the up- 
per millstone in pledge, for he takes one’s 
living in pledge. 

7Tf a man is ‘found kidnapping any of 
his brethren of the children of Israel, and 
mistreats him or sells him, then that kid- 
napper shall die; and you shall put away 
the evil from among you. 

8“Take heed in "an outbreak of leprosy, 
that you carefully observe and do accord- 
ing to all that the priests, the Levites, shall 
teach you; just as I commanded them, so 
you shall be careful to do. 9%‘Remember 
what the LORD your God did ‘to Miriam on 
the way when you came out of Egypt! 

10“When you lend your brother any- 
thing, you shall not go into his house to get 
his pledge. You shall stand outside, and 
the man to whom you lend shall bring the 
pledge out to you. !2And if the man is poor, 
you shall not keep his pledge overnight. 
131You shall in any case return the pledge to 
him again when the sun goes down, that he 
may sleep in his own garment and “bless 
you; and "it shall be righteousness to you 
before the LORD your God. 

14“You shall not oppress a hired servant 
who is poor and needy, whether one of your 
brethren or one of the aliens who is in your 
land within your gates. 5Each day pyou 
shall give him his wages, and not let the 
sun go down on it, for he is poor and has set 
his heart on it; “lest he cry out against you 
to the LORD, and it be sin to you. 

16r“Fathers shall not be put to death for 
their children, nor shall children be put to 
death for their fathers; a person shall be 
put to death for his own sin. 

l7s“You shall not pervert justice due 
the stranger or the fatherless, ‘nor take a 


23:21 vow. A vow was purely voluntary, and not nec- 
essary for the development of godliness. But if a vow 
was made, it must be kept. 

24:1-4 a certificate of divorce. Marriage was insti- 
tuted by God (Gen. 2:24). It was intended to be a 
union of one man and one woman for life. And yet, 
the Mosaic law allowed divorce, even though God 
said through His prophet Malachi (Mal. 2:16) that He 
hates divorce. When the Pharisees were asking Jesus 
about divorce, Jesus explained that it had not been so 
designed in the beginning, but “because of the hard- 
ness of your hearts” Moses had allowed it. Then Jesus 
raised the standard set by Moses, saying that those 
whom God had joined, no man should separate. With 
the death and resurrection of Christ, all believers 
receive the Holy Spirit, and it is at this point that hard 
hearts are changed. 

24:4 defiled. Returning to her first husband after an 
intervening marriage might have placed the woman 
in the same position as an unfaithful wife. 


24:6 millstone. A pair of millstones was used for 
grinding grain into flour. The flour was ground 
between two stones, and to deprive a household of 
the use of one of the stones was to deprive them of 
the necessities of daily life. 

24:8 leprosy. Leprosy refers to a variety of infec- 
tious skin diseases. The disease known today as lep- 
rosy, Hansen’s disease, is different from the diseases 
described here. 


23:19P Ex.22:25 23:209Deut. 15:3 "Deut. 15:10 
23:215Eccl.5:4,5 23:23'Ps.66:13,14 23:254”Luke 
6:1 24:1 [Matt. 5:31; 19:7] Ver. 3:8] 24:4¢[er. 3:1] 
24:54 Deut. 20:7 ¢Prov.5:18 24:7fEx. 21:16 9 Deut. 
19:19 24:8) Lev. 13:2; 14:2 24:9/[1 Cor. 10:6] /Num. 
12:10 24:10 Matt. 5:42 24:13! Ex. 22:26 ™2Tim. 
1:18 "Deut.6:25 24:14°[Mal.3:5] 24:15? Lev. 19:13 
Gjames 5:4 24:16"Ezek. 18:20 24:175Ex. 23:6 tEx. 
22:26 


widow’s garment as a pledge. !8But “you 
shall remember that you were a slave in 
Egypt, and the LoRD your God redeemed 
you from there; therefore I command you 
to do this thing. 

19v“When you reap your harvest in your 
field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you 
shall not go back to get it; it shall be for 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the wid- 
ow, that the LORD your God may wbless 
you in all the work of your hands. 20When 
you beat your olive trees, you shall not 
go over the boughs again; it shall be for 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the wid- 
ow. 21When you gather the grapes of 
your vineyard, you shall not glean it af- 
terward; it shall be for the stranger, the 
fatherless, and the widow. 22And you shall 
remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt; therefore I command you 
to do this thing. 
2 5 “Tf there is a ¢dispute between men, 

and they come to court, that the judg- 

es may judge them, and they justify the 
righteous and condemn the wicked, 2then 
it shall be, if the wicked man cdeserves to 
be beaten, that the judge will cause him to 
lie down @and be beaten in his presence, 
according to his guilt, with a certain num- 
ber of blows. 3eForty blows he may give 
him and no more, lest he should exceed 
this and beat him with many blows above 
these, and your brother fbe humiliated in 
your sight. 

4“You shall not muzzle an ox while it 
treads out the grain. 


Marriage Duty of the Surviving 


Brother 

5h“Tf brothers dwell together, and one of 
them dies and has no son, the widow of the 
dead man shall not be married to a strang- 
er outside the family; her husband’s brother 
shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and 
perform the duty of a husband’s brother to 
her. 6And it shall be that the firstborn son 
which she bears ‘will succeed to the name 
of his dead brother, that ‘his name may not 
be blotted out of Israel. 7But if the man does 
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not want to take his brother’s wife, then let 
his brother’s wife go up to the *gate to the 
elders, and say, ‘My husband’s brother re- 
fuses to raise up a name to his brother in 
Israel; he will not perform the duty of my 
husband’s brother.’ Then the elders of his 
city shall call him and speak to him. But 
if he stands firm and says, '‘I do not want 
to take her,’ 9then his brother’s wife shall 
come to him in the presence of the elders, 
mremove his sandal from his foot, spit in 
his face, and answer and say, ‘So shall it 
be done to the man who will not "build up 
his brother’s house.’ !9And his name shall 
be called in Israel, ‘The house of him who 
had his sandal removed.’ 


Miscellaneous Laws 

11“Tf two men fight together, and the wife 
of one draws near to rescue her husband 
from the hand of the one attacking him, 
and puts out her hand and seizes him by 
the genitals, !2then you shall cut off her 
hand; °your eye shall not pity her. 

13p“You shall not have in your bag dif- 
fering weights, a heavy and a light. 4You 
shall not have in your house differing mea- 
sures, a large and a small. 5 You shall have 
a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just 
measure, “that your days may be length- 
ened in the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you. !6For ‘all who do such 
things, all who behave unrighteously, are 
an abomination to the LORD your God. 


Destroy the Amalekites 

17s“Remember what Amalek did to you 
on the way as you were coming out of 
Egypt, !8how he met you on the way and 
attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers 
at your rear, when you were tired and wea- 
ry; and he ‘did not fear God. !9Therefore it 
shall be, “when the LORD your God has giv- 
en you rest from your enemies all around, 
in the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you to possess as an inheritance, 
that you will Yblot out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven. You shall 
not forget. 


25:3 Forty blows. Later Jewish law restricted the 
number to forty minus one (2 Cor. 11:24) to make sure 
that the authorities remained within the set limits. 
25:4 not muzzle an ox. Muzzling kept the animal 
from eating while it worked. Later the apostle Paul 
used this law as a principle for providing a living for 
those who spend their lives preaching the gospel 
(1 Tim. 5:18). 

25:5 dies and has no son. The firstborn son of the 
marriage would be acknowledged as the legal son of 
the dead brother. Taking a brother's widow as a sec- 
ond wife provided her with care, and preserved the 
name, position, and inheritance of the dead brother. 
25:7-10 does not want to take. Legally the brother- 
in-law was bound to keep the family name alive. His 
unwillingness to do so was a public issue, involving 
the elders of the community. The removal of the 


sandal was a sign of giving up of one’s rights, and 
spitting was a strong act of public contempt. 

25:19 blot out the remembrance. The Amalekites 
would in effect come under the same ban as the 
Canaanite nations. The fact that they did not fear God 
made them a stumbling block to any nation that was 
following God. 
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216 & Deuteronomy 26:1 
Offerings of Firstfruits and Tithes 
2 6 “And it shall be, when you come into 
the land which the LorD your God is 
giving you as an inheritance, and you pos- 
sess it and dwell in it, 2“that you shall take 
some of the first of all the produce of the 
ground, which you shall bring from your 
land that the LorD your God is giving you, 
and put it in a basket and »go to the place 
where the LORD your God chooses to make 
His name abide. 3And you shall go to the 
one who is priest in those days, and say to 
him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your* God 
that I have come to the country which the 
LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 
4“Then the priest shall take the basket 
out of your hand and set it down before 
the altar of the LORD your God. ®And you 
shall answer and say before the LORD your 
God: ‘My father was ¢a Syrian,* dabout to 
perish, and che went down to Egypt and 
dwelt there, ‘few in number; and there he 
became a nation, ¢great, mighty, and pop- 
ulous. 6But the "Egyptians mistreated us, 
afflicted us, and laid hard bondage on us. 
7i'Then we cried out to the LORD God of our 
fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and 
looked on our affliction and our labor and 
our oppression. 8So ‘the LORD brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with 
an outstretched arm, with great terror and 
with signs and wonders. 9He has brought 
us to this place and has given us this land, 
“a land flowing with milk and honey”;* 
10and now, behold, I have brought the first- 
fruits of the land which you, O LORD, have 
given me.’ 

“Then you shall set it before the LORD 
your God, and worship before the LORD 
your God. So ™you shall rejoice in every 
good thing which the LORD your God has 
given to you and your house, you and the 
Levite and the stranger who is among you. 

12“When you have finished laying aside 
all the "tithe of your increase in the third 
year— the year of tithing—and have given 
it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow, so that they may eat within 


your gates and be filled, then you shall 
say before the LORD your God: ‘I have re- 
moved the holy tithe from my house, and 
also have given them to the Levite, the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, ac- 
cording to all Your commandments which 
You have commanded me; I have not trans- 
gressed Your commandments, Pnor have I 
forgotten them. 44] have not eaten any of 
it when in mourning, nor have I removed 
any of it for an unclean use, nor given any 
of it for the dead. I have obeyed the voice of 
the LORD my God, and have done accord- 
ing to all that You have commanded me. 
1srLook down from Your holy habitation, 
from heaven, and bless Your people Israel 
and the land which You have given us, just 
as You swore to our fathers, s“a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey.” ’* 


A Special People of God 

16“This day the LORD your God com- 
mands you to observe these statutes and 
judgments; therefore you shall be care- 
ful to observe them with all your heart 
and with all your soul. !7Today you have 
tproclaimed the LORD to be your God, and 
that you will walk in His ways and keep 
His statutes, His commandments, and His 
judgments, and that you will “obey His 
voice. 18Also today vthe LORD has pro- 
claimed you to be His special people, just 
as He promised you, that you should keep 
all His commandments, !%and that He will 
set you “high above all nations which He 
has made, in praise, in name, and in honor, 
and that you may be xa holy people to the 
LORD your God, just as He has spoken.” 


The Law Inscribed on Stones 

2 Now Moses, with the elders of Is- 
rael, commanded the people, say- 

ing: “Keep all the commandments which I 

command you today. 2And it shall be, on 

the day «when you cross over the Jordan 


*26:3 Septuagint reads my. *26:5 Or Aramean 
* 26:9 Exodus 3:8 * 26:15 Exodus 3:8 


26:5 Syrian. This is a reference to Jacob, whose par- 
ents’ ancestral home was in Syria (Gen. 24:1-10). 
26:8 mighty hand ... outstretched arm. God with 
His own hand demonstrated His power to the Egyp- 
tians and delivered the Israelites. The idea of God 
rescuing His people with His mighty arm is repeated 
in Isaiah 62 and 63. 

26:10 | have brought. When the worshiper made a 
statement of what he was doing (see v. 13), he was 
taking responsibility for the items he was presenting 
to the Lord, not just blindly following a set form. 
26:15 Your holy habitation. People direct their 
prayers to heaven, acknowledging at the same time 
that God is everywhere (Is. 66:1-2). Heaven most 
often refers to the dwelling place of God and the holy 
angels. Heaven is the place from which Christ came 
when He came to earth and He returned there after 
He was resurrected (Acts 1:11). One day He will come 


from heaven back to earth (Matt. 24:30) and heaven 
will ultimately be the home of all believers (1 Pet. 1:4). 
Heaven is the place where the will of God is perfectly 
done, so it is a place of hope and inspiration. 

26:16 with all your heart and with all your soul. 
This is a regular emphasis in Deuteronomy. God 
wants obedience, but He wants it to be the obedi- 
ence of the engaged heart and mind. 
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to the land which the LORD your God is 
giving you, that »you shall set up for your- 
selves large stones, and whitewash them 
with lime. 3You shall write on them all the 
words of this law, when you have crossed 
over, that you may enter the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you, “a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey,’* just as the LORD 
God of your fathers promised you. 4There- 
fore it shall be, when you have crossed over 
the Jordan, that 4on Mount Ebal you shall 
set up these stones, which I command you 
today, and you shall whitewash them with 
lime. 5And there you shall build an altar 
to the LORD your God, an altar of stones; 
eyou shall not use an iron tool on them. 
6You shall build with whole stones the al- 
tar of the LORD your God, and offer burnt 
offerings on it to the LORD your God. 7You 
shall offer peace offerings, and shall eat 
there, and frejoice before the LORD your 
God. 8And you shall ¢write very plainly on 
the stones all the words of this law.” 

§Then Moses and the priests, the Le- 
vites, spoke to all Israel, saying, “Take 
heed and listen, O Israel: "This day you 
have become the people of the LORD your 
God. !0Therefore you shall obey the voice 
of the LORD your God, and observe His 
commandments and His statutes which I 
command you today.” 


Curses Pronounced from 


Mount Ebal 


And Moses commanded the people on 
the same day, saying, !2“These shall stand 
ion Mount Gerizim to bless the people, 
when you have crossed over the Jordan: 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, 
and Benjamin; !and ithese shall stand on 
Mount Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, 
Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 

14“And kthe Levites shall speak with a 
loud voice and say to all the men of Israel: 
15l‘Cursed is the one who makes a carved 
or molded image, an abomination to the 
LORD, the work of the hands of the crafts- 
man, and sets it up in secret.’ 

m“And all the people shall answer and 
say, ‘Amen!’ 
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16n‘Cursed is the one who treats his fa- 
ther or his mother with contempt.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

170‘Cursed is the one who moves his 
neighbor’s landmark.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

18p‘Cursed is the one who makes the 
blind to wander off the road.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

19a‘Cursed is the one who perverts the 
justice due the stranger, the fatherless, and 
widow.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

20r‘Cursed is the one who lies with his 
father’s wife, because he has uncovered his 
father’s bed.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

21s‘Cursed is the one who lies with any 
kind of animal.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

22t‘Cursed is the one who lies with his 
sister, the daughter of his father or the 
daughter of his mother,’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

23u‘Cursed is the one who lies with his 
mother-in-law.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

24v‘Cursed is the one who attacks his 
neighbor secretly.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

25w‘Cursed is the one who takes a bribe 
to slay an innocent person.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ 

26x‘Cursed is the one who does not con- 
firm all the words of this law by observing 
them.’ 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’” 


Blessings on Obedience 
28 “Now it shall come to pass, «if you 
diligently obey the voice of the LORD 
your God, to observe carefully all His com- 
mandments which I command you today, 
that the LORD your God will set you high 
above all nations of the earth. 2And all 
these blessings shall come upon you and 
covertake you, because you obey the voice 
of the LoRD your God: 


* 27:3 Exodus 3:8 


27:7 peace offerings. Many of the sacrifices had to 
do with sin, repentance, and making things right with 
God. This particular sacrifice was a time to be thank- 
ful and to rejoice in the good care of God. 

27:11-13 Mount Gerizim . .. Mount Ebal. Mount 
Gerizim, the mountain of blessing, is usually cov- 
ered with vegetation. Mount Ebal, the mountain of 
cursing, is a barren peak. The visual contrast made a 
memorable object lesson. 

27:26 confirm all the words of this law by observing 
them. All of the actions listed in the curses are con- 
trary to the law, as explained in the Book of Leviticus. 
28:1-9 diligently obey. This passage repeatedly 
emphasizes the Israelites’ responsibility to obey. God 
had already saved them from slavery, made them His 
people, promised to be their God, and to give them a 


land to dwell in. But the blessings would only come 
with Israel’s obedience. Sadly, Israel failed again and 
again to follow God. It was only after Christ that the 
followers of God could have the new Spirit which 
enabled them to obey from the heart (Rom. 7). 
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3d“Blessed shall you be in the city, and 
blessed shall you be ein the country. 

4“Blessed shall be fthe fruit of your 
body, the produce of your ground and the 
increase of your herds, the increase of your 
cattle and the offspring of your flocks. 

5“Blessed shall be your basket and your 
kneading bowl. 

6s“Blessed shall you be when you come 
in, and blessed shall you be when you go 
out. 

7™The LORD /will cause your enemies 
who rise against you to be defeated before 
your face; they shall come out against you 
one way and flee before you seven ways. 

8“The LORD will ‘command the bless- 
ing on you in your storehouses and in all 
to which you iset your hand, and He will 
bless you in the land which the LORD your 
God is giving you. 

9k“The LORD will establish you as a 
holy people to Himself, just as He has 
sworn to you, if you keep the command- 
ments of the LORD your God and walk in 
His ways. !0Then all peoples of the earth 
shall see that you are 'called by the name 
of the LORD, and they shall be “afraid of 
you. UAnd "the LorD will grant you plenty 
of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the 
increase of your livestock, and in the pro- 
duce of your ground, in the land of which 
the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. 
122The LORD will open to you His good trea- 
sure, the heavens, °to give the rain to your 
land in its season, and Pto bless all the work 
of your hand. 7You shall lend to many na- 
tions, but you shall not borrow. !3And the 
LORD will make ‘you the head and not the 
tail; you shall be above only, and not be 
beneath, if you heed the commandments 
of the LORD your God, which I command 
you today, and are careful to observe them. 
14sSo you shall not turn aside from any of 
the words which I command you this day, 
to the right or the left, to go after other 
gods to serve them. 


Curses on Disobedience 
15“But it shall come to pass, tif you do 
not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to 


observe carefully all His commandments 
and His statutes which I command you to- 
day, that all these curses will come upon 
you and overtake you: 

16“Cursed shall you be in the city, and 
cursed shall you be in the country. 

17“Cursed shall be your basket and your 
kneading bowl. 

18“Cursed shall be the fruit of your body 
and the produce of your land, the increase 
of your cattle and the offspring of your 
flocks. 

19“Cursed shall you be when you come 
in, and cursed shall you be when you go 
out. 

20“The LORD will send on you “cursing, 
vconfusion, and “rebuke in all that you set 
your hand to do, until you are destroyed 
and until you perish quickly, because of the 
wickedness of your doings in which you 
have forsaken Me. 2!1The LoRD will make 
the plague cling to you until He has con- 
sumed you from the land which you are go- 
ing to possess. 22xThe LORD will strike you 
with consumption, with fever, with inflam- 
mation, with severe burning fever, with the 
sword, with Yscorching, and with mildew; 
they shall pursue you until you perish. 
23 And Zyour heavens which are over your 
head shall be bronze, and the earth which 
is under you shall be iron. 24The LorD will 
change the rain of your land to powder and 
dust; from the heaven it shall come down 
on you until you are destroyed. 

25a“The LORD will cause you to be de- 
feated before your enemies; you shall go 
out one way against them and flee seven 
ways before them; and you shall become 
troublesome to all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 26 Your carcasses shall be food for 
all the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the earth, and no one shall frighten them 
away. 27The LORD will strike you with cthe 
boils of Egypt, with ¢tumors, with the scab, 
and with the itch, from which you cannot 
be healed. 28The LorD will strike you with 
madness and blindness and econfusion of 
heart. 25And you shall fgrope at noonday, 
as a blind man gropes in darkness; you 
shall not prosper in your ways; you shall be 


28:15-19 Disobedience—The price of disobedi- 
ence is always more than one can imagine in the 
beginning. It is not only the loss of peace or blessing, 
great as that may be, but there is also the loss of all 
that might have been. In God's plan the obedience is 
for the benefit of the follower of God, for the benefit 
of those who are watching and are influenced by this 
follower, and for the kingdom of God. If the follower 
disobeys, he may see how his actions affect himself, 
but he cannot know what other blessings are lost 
in the wider sphere of his own influence. It is a ter- 
rible thing to find oneself in the position of working 
against God. 

28:20-57 cursing, confusion, and rebuke. Dis- 
obedience brings suffering, and this suffering often 
spills over onto other people, even into future gen- 
erations. The suffering is a wake-up call, something 


that is meant to remind the disobedient that they are 
living against God, and that they need to repent, turn 
to God, and ask for help. The problem is, that often 
the disobedient have a skewed idea of who God is 
and what He desires, so they blame God and become 
more rebellious. There is another kind of suffering as 
well. This is the suffering of the innocent, as in the 
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only oppressed and plundered continually, 
and no one shall save you. 

30s“You shall betroth a wife, but anoth- 
er man shall lie with her; "you shall build 
a house, but ‘you shall not dwell in it; you 
shall plant a vineyard, but shall not gather 
its grapes. 31 Your ox shall be slaughtered 
before your eyes, but you shall not eat of it; 
your donkey shall be violently taken away 
from before you, and shall not be restored 
to you; your sheep shall be given to your 
enemies, and you shall have no one to res- 
cue them. 32Your sons and your daughters 
shall be given to janother people, and your 
eyes shall look and “fail with longing for 
them all day long; and there shall be no 
strength in your ‘hand. 33A nation whom 
you have not known shall eat the fruit 
of your land and the produce of your la- 
bor, and you shall be only oppressed and 
crushed continually. 34So you shall be driv- 
en mad because of the sight which your 
eyes see. 35The LORD will strike you in the 
knees and on the legs with severe boils 
which cannot be healed, and from the sole 
of your foot to the top of your head. 

36“The LORD will "bring you and the 
king whom you set over you to a nation 
which neither you nor your fathers have 
known, and °there you shall serve other 
gods—wood and stone. 37And you shall be- 
come Pan astonishment, a proverb, ¢and a 
byword among all nations where the LORD 
will drive you. 

38r“You shall carry much seed out to the 
field but gather little in, for sthe locust shall 
consume it. 39You shall plant vineyards 
and tend them, but you shall neither drink 
of the twine nor gather the grapes; for the 
worms shall eat them. 4° You shall have ol- 
ive trees throughout all your territory, but 
you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; 
for your olives shall drop off. 41 You shall 
beget sons and daughters, but they shall 
not be yours; for “they shall go into captiv- 
ity. 42Locusts shall consume all your trees 
and the produce of your land. 

43“The alien who is among you shall 
rise higher and higher above you, and you 
shall come down lower and lower. 44He 
shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to 
him; he shall be the head, and you shall be 
the tail. 

45“Moreover all these curses shall come 
upon you and pursue and overtake you, 
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until you are destroyed, because you did 
not obey the voice of the LORD your God, 
to keep His commandments and His stat- 
utes which He commanded you. 46And they 
shall be upon vyou for a sign and a wonder, 
and on your descendants forever. 

47w“Because you did not serve the LORD 
your God with joy and gladness of heart, 
xfor the abundance of everything, 48there- 
fore you shall serve your enemies, whom 
the LORD will send against you, in yhun- 
ger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of 
everything; and He 2will put a yoke of iron 
on your neck until He has destroyed you. 
49aThe LORD will bring a nation against 
you from afar, from the end of the earth, 
bas swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose 
language you will not understand, 5% na- 
tion of fierce countenance, ‘which does 
not respect the elderly nor show favor to 
the young. 5!And they shall eat the in- 
crease of your livestock and the produce 
of your land, until you are destroyed; they 
shall not leave you grain or new wine or 
oil, or the increase of your cattle or the 
offspring of your flocks, until they have 
destroyed you. 

52“They shall “besiege you at all your 
gates until your high and fortified walls, 
in which you trust, come down throughout 
all your land; and they shall besiege you 
at all your gates throughout all your land 
which the LORD your God has given you. 
53e You shall eat the fruit of your own body, 
the flesh of your sons and your daughters 
whom the LorD your God has given you, 
in the siege and desperate straits in which 
your enemy shall distress you. 54The sen- 
sitive and very refined man among you 
fwill be hostile toward his brother, to- 
ward £the wife of his bosom, and toward 
the rest of his children whom he leaves 
behind, *5so that he will not give any of 
them the flesh of his children whom he 
will eat, because he has nothing left in the 
siege and desperate straits in which your 
enemy shall distress you at all your gates. 
56The tender and delicate woman among 
you, who would not venture to set the sole 
of her foot on the ground because of her 
delicateness and sensitivity, will refuse* 
to the husband of her bosom, and to her 
son and her daughter, 57her placenta which 


* 28:56 Literally her eye shall be evil toward 


case of Job, where God allowed Satan to test him to 
show Satan that Job really loved God and was not 
merely faithful because God had blessed him. 

28:30 betroth a wife... builda house... planta 
vineyard. Each of these momentous events of life 
were reasons to be excused from service in the army 
(20:5-7), yet if the Israelites were disobedient, life 
itself would prevent them from realizing the fruits of 
their labors. 

28:52-57 besiege you at all your gates. Moses fore- 
warned the people of the terrible stresses of sieges 
(2 Kin. 6:24—31; Lam. 2:20; 4:10). The horrors of hunger 


and deprivation would lead people to behave in ways 
that they otherwise could never imagine. 
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comes out "from between her feet and her 
children whom she bears; for she will eat 
them secretly for lack of everything in 
the siege and desperate straits in which 
your enemy shall distress you at all your 
gates. 

58“If you do not carefully observe all 
the words of this law that are written in 
this book, that you may fear ‘this glorious 
and awesome name, THE LORD YOUR 
GOD, 5%then the LORD will bring upon 
you and your descendants ‘extraordinary 
plagues—great and prolonged plagues— 
and serious and prolonged sicknesses. 
60Moreover He will bring back on you 
all the diseases of Egypt, of which you 
were afraid, and they shall cling to you. 
61Also every sickness and every plague, 
which is not written in this Book of the 
Law, will the LoRD bring upon you un- 
til you are destroyed. 62You ‘shall be 
left few in number, whereas you were 
mas the stars of heaven in multitude, be- 
cause you would not obey the voice of the 
LORD your God. ®<And it shall be, that 
just as the LORD "rejoiced over you to do 
you good and multiply you, so the LORD 
owill rejoice over you to destroy you and 
bring you to nothing; and you shall be 
Pplucked from off the land which you go 
to possess. 

64“Then the LORD 4will scatter you 
among all peoples, from one end of the 
earth to the other, and "there you shall 
serve other gods, which neither you nor 
your fathers have known—wood and 
stone. And samong those nations you 
shall find no rest, nor shall the sole of your 
foot have a resting place; ‘but there the 
LORD will give you a trembling heart, fail- 
ing eyes, and “anguish of soul. 66 Your life 
shall hang in doubt before you; you shall 
fear day and night, and have no assurance 
of life. 67-In the morning you shall say, 
‘Oh, that it were evening!’ And at evening 
you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’ 
because of the fear which terrifies your 
heart, and “because of the sight which 
your eyes see. 

68“And the LORD «will take you back to 
Egypt in ships, by the way of which I said 
to you, “You shall never see it again.’ And 
there you shall be offered for sale to your 
enemies as male and female slaves, but no 
one will buy you.” 


The Covenant Renewed in Moab 

2 These are the words of the «covenant 
which the LORD commanded Moses 

to make with the children of Israel in the 

land of Moab, besides the covenant which 

He made with them in Horeb. 

2Now Moses called all Israel and said 
to them: >“You have seen all that the LORD 
did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, 
to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to 
all his land—°cthe great trials which your 
eyes have seen, the signs, and those great 
wonders. 4Yet ¢the LORD has not given you 
a heart to perceive and eyes to see and ears 
to hear, to this very day. 5¢And I have led 
you forty years in the wilderness. ‘Your 
clothes have not worn out on you, and 
your sandals have not worn out on your 
feet. 6s You have not eaten bread, nor have 
you drunk wine or similar drink, that you 
may know that I am the LoRD your God. 
7And when you came to this place, "Sihon 
king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan 
came out against us to battle, and we con- 
quered them. ®We took their land and igave 
it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, to 
the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manas- 
seh. Therefore ‘keep the words of this cov- 
enant, and do them, that you may &prosper 
in all that you do. 

10“A 1] of you stand today before the LORD 
your God: your leaders and your tribes and 
your elders and your officers, all the men of 
Israel, Uyour little ones and your wives— 
also the stranger who is in your camp, from 
'the one who cuts your wood to the one who 
draws your water— that you may enter 
into covenant with the LORD your God, 
and “into His oath, which the LORD your 
God makes with you today, !3that He may 
nestablish you today as a people for Him- 
self, and that He may be God to you, °just 
as He has spoken to you, and »just as He 
has sworn to your fathers, to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

14“T make this covenant and this oath, 
anot with you alone, but with him who 
stands here with us today before the LORD 
our God, ‘as well as with him who is not 
here with us today 16(for you know that we 
dwelt in the land of Egypt and that we came 
through the nations which you passed by, 
I7and you saw their abominations and their 
idols which were among them—wood and 


29:9-13 keep the words of this covenant. The 
members of the covenant community included all 
adults, children, and strangers who had joined the 
Israelites, as well as those yet to be born. 

29:10-15 The Covenant Renewed—As Israel 
reached the plains of Moab, anticipating their 
entrance into the Promised Land, it was important for 
the people to review and renew their covenantal rela- 
tionship with God. So Moses summoned the people 
together and challenged them to keep the covenant 
that God had established with their forefathers. 
The essential terms of the covenant gave Israel the 
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stone and silver and gold); !8so that there 
may not be among you man or woman or 
family or tribe, swhose heart turns away 
today from the LORD our God, to go and 
serve the gods of these nations, tand that 
there may not be among you a root bear- 
ing “bitterness or wormwood; !%and so it 
may not happen, when he hears the words 
of this curse, that he blesses himself in 
his heart, saying, ‘I shall have peace, 
even though I follow the vdictates* of my 
heart’—vas though the drunkard could be 
included with the sober. 

20x“The LORD would not spare him; for 
then Ythe anger of the LORD and His jeal- 
ousy would burn against that man, and ev- 
ery curse that is written in this book would 
settle on him, and the LORD ¢would blot 
out his name from under heaven. 21And 
the LORD would separate him from all the 
tribes of Israel for adversity, according to 
all the curses of the covenant that are writ- 
ten in this Book of the ¢Law, 22so that the 
coming generation of your children who 
rise up after you, and the foreigner who 
comes from a far land, would say, when 
they 4see the plagues of that land and the 
sicknesses which the LORD has laid on it: 

23°The whole land is brimstone, ¢salt, and 
burning; it is not sown, nor does it bear, nor 
does any grass grow there, /like the over- 
throw of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, 
and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew 
in His anger and His wrath.’ 24All nations 
would say, 2‘Why has the LORD done so to 
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this land? What does the heat of this great 
anger mean?’ 25Then people would say: 
‘Because they have forsaken the covenant 
of the LORD God of their fathers, which He 
made with them when He brought them out 
of the land of Egypt; 26for they went and 
served other gods and worshiped them, 
gods that they did not know and that He 
had not given to them. 27Then the anger of 
the LORD was aroused against this land, "to 
bring on it every curse that is written in 
this book. 28And the LORD ‘uprooted them 
from their land in anger, in wrath, and in 
great indignation, and cast them into an- 
other land, as it is this day.’ 

29“The secret things belong to the LORD 
our God, but those things which are re- 
vealed belong to us and to our children 
forever, that we may do all the words of 
this law. 


The Blessing of Returning to God 
30 “Now it shall come to pass, when 
ball these things come upon you, 
the blessing and the ‘curse which I have 
set before you, and ¢you call them to mind 
among all the nations where the LORD 
your God drives you, 2and you ¢return to 
the LORD your God and obey His voice, ac- 
cording to all that I command you today, 
you and your children, with all your heart 
and with all your soul, 3/that the LORD your 
God will bring you back from captivity, 


* 29:19 Or stubbornness 


Promised Land and prosperity in their possession of 
it, but only on the condition of their obedience and 
willingness to walk in God’s ways. 
29:18 heart turns away. To be in the position of 
once having known the way of the Lord, and then 
to have turned and followed a path of disobedience 
and rebellion is a miserable position. It is the cause 
of great heartache for the faithful ones who see it 
happening. The backslider becomes more and more 
hardened against God, and it will ultimately affect a 
wider and wider group of people. There is no secu- 
rity or safety while persisting in a course of flagrant 
and continuous rebellion. root bearing bitterness 
or wormwood. Tolerance for idolatry and pagan 
practices would always corrupt the community, and 
therefore the covenant relationship with God. 
29:24-28 Why has the Lorp done so. The lesson 
of faithless Israel would become known among the 
nations, even as the deliverance of Israel was to be 
known by them. 
29:29 Revelation—Revelation may be defined as 
that process by which God gives to us truths that we 
would not otherwise know. The details of the cre- 
ation story in Genesis 1 and 2 are an example of gen- 
eral revelation. In that man was not created until the 
sixth day, there was no human to even write about 
creation until after it happened. God revealed the 
creation facts to Moses. All created things have an 
innate knowledge of their Creator through creation 
itself. 

We know God spoke to the human authors of our 
Bible. We are not sure exactly how it happened, but 


Scripture gives some examples of specific revela- 
tion. God's call to Samuel was in an audible voice he 
mistook for Eli’s (1 Sam. 3). Often God spoke through 
angels such as when Gabriel was sent to tell Mary she 
would give birth to the Messiah (Luke 1:26-37). On 
other occasions it appears that God spoke directly to 
aman, as He did to Noah (Gen. 6) and Moses through 
the burning bush (Ex. 3). On still other occasions God 
communicated through dreams or visions as He did 
with the wise men (Matt. 2:12) and Peter (Acts 10). 
One of the most important ways God reveals 
Himself to people in Scripture is through encounters 
where God takes on human form called a theoph- 
any or Christophany. In Genesis 32 Jacob wrestled 
with God, and in Joshua 5 Joshua encounters a com- 
mander of the Lord's that most Bible students take to 
be a preincarnate Christ. 
30:1 when all these things come upon you. God 
had allowed Moses to foresee Israel's future apostasy 
and God's dispersal of the people among the nations. 
Hundreds of years later, these verses must have been 
both sad and encouraging to the Israelites as they 
saw the time of their dispersal. 
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and have compassion on you, and gather 
you again from all the nations where the 
LORD your God has scattered you. 4"If any 
of you are driven out to the farthest parts 
under heaven, from there the LORD your 
God will gather you, and from there He will 
bring you. 5Then the LorD your God will 
bring you to the land which your fathers 
possessed, and you shall possess it. He will 
prosper you and multiply you more than 
your fathers. 6And ‘the LORD your God 
will circumcise your heart and the heart 
of your descendants, to love the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, that you may live. 

7“Also the LORD your God will put all 
these icurses on your enemies and on those 
who hate you, who persecuted you. 8And 
you will again obey the voice of the LORD 
and do all His commandments which I 
command you today. 9'The LORD your God 
will make you abound in all the work of 
your hand, in the fruit of your body, in the 
increase of your livestock, and in the pro- 
duce of your land for good. For the LORD 
will again “rejoice over you for good as He 
rejoiced over your fathers, !%if you obey the 
voice of the LORD your God, to keep His 
commandments and His statutes which are 
written in this Book of the Law, and if you 
turn to the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 


The Choice of Life or Death 

“For this commandment which I com- 
mand you today "is not too mysterious for 
you, nor is it far off. 12°It is not in heaven, 
that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven for us and bring it to us, that we 
may hear it and do it?’ !3Nor is it beyond 
the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go 
over the sea for us and bring it to us, that 
we may hear it and do it?’ 4But the word is 


very near you, in your mouth and in your 
heart, that you may do it. 

15“See, aI have set before you today life 
and good, death and evil, !6in that I com- 
mand you today to love the LORD your 
God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His 
commandments, His statutes, and His judg- 
ments, that you may live and multiply; and 
the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land which you go to possess. !7But if your 
heart turns away so that you do not hear, 
and are drawn away, and worship other 
gods and serve them, 1!8I announce to you 
today that you shall surely perish; you shall 
not prolong your days in the land which you 
cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 
19s] call heaven and earth as witnesses 
today against you, that 'I have set before 
you life and death, blessing and cursing; 
therefore choose life, that both you and 
your descendants may live; 2°that you may 
love the LORD your God, that you may obey 
His voice, and that you may cling to Him, 
for He is your “life and the length of your 
days; and that you may dwell in the land 
which the LORD swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” 


Joshua the New Leader of Israel 
3 Then Moses went and spoke these 
words to all Israel. 2And he said 
to them: “I “am one hundred and twenty 
years old today. I can no longer »go out 
and come in. Also the LORD has said to 
me, “You shall not cross over this Jordan.’ 
3The LORD your God ¢Himself crosses over 
before you; He will destroy these nations 
from before you, and you shall dispossess 
them. eJoshua himself crosses over before 
you, just fas the LORD has said. 48And the 
LORD will do to them "as He did to Sihon 
and Og, the kings of the Amorites and their 
land, when He destroyed them. 5'The LORD 


30:6 circumcise your heart. God's intentions for His 
people have always been for the whole person to 
respond to Him. Outward symbols, such as circumci- 
sion, were always intended to be the mark of an inner 
reality, the heart that was tender to the Lord. 

30:10 this Book of the Law. A reference to the Book 
of Deuteronomy. all your heart... all your soul. An 
open heart in the presence of God through the law 
creates a dynamic of “life” and “blessing” (v. 19). 
30:11 not too mysterious for you. This is not a task 
that is hard to understand. 

30:12-13 not in heaven... beyond the sea. Obey- 
ing God's law is entirely within the reach of the aver- 
age person. 

30:14 very near you. The revelation of God, unlike 
any other book, makes the truth of immediate impor- 
tance to the reader. 

30:18 today. Moses establishes here the best pattern 
for the preaching of the Word of God. Responses to 
God should not be delayed. Assuming that there 
will be a later day to respond to Him is dangerous 
thinking. 

30:19 life and death. Biblical teaching is remarkable 
for the clarity with which it presents the great issues 


that demand decision. Either we love the Lord and 
walk in His ways, or we turn from Him to worship 
idols. We can choose life or death, blessing or curs- 
ing. God takes no pleasure in the misery of sinners, 
but urges us to choose life for our good and the good 
of unborn generations. The Lord has spoken, and we 
cannot plead ignorance. and your descendants. The 
present generation's choice always determines the 
direction of future generations. 

31:2-3 You shall not cross over this Jordan. Moses 
spoke regretfully of God’s refusal to permit him to 
enter the Promised Land, yet he continued to make 
the most important point of all. The leadership of 
God Himself would not cease with Moses’ death. 
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will give them over to you, that you may do 
to them according to every commandment 
which I have commanded you. ®Be strong 
and of good courage, *do not fear nor be 
afraid of them; for the LORD your God, 'He 
is the One who goes with you. "He will not 
leave you nor forsake you.” 

7Then Moses called Joshua and said to 
him in the sight of all Israel, “Be strong 
and of good courage, for you must go with 
this people to the land which the LORD has 
sworn to their fathers to give them, and 
you shall cause them to inherit it. 8And 
the LORD, °He is the One who goes before 
you. PHe will be with you, He will not leave 
you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dis- 
mayed.” 


The Law to Be Read Every Seven 


Years 

9So Moses wrote this law ¢and delivered 
it to the priests, the sons of Levi, "who bore 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to 
all the elders of Israel. !©And Moses com- 
manded them, saying: “At the end of every 
seven years, at the appointed time in the 
syear of release, ‘at the Feast of Taberna- 
cles, !when all Israel comes to “appear 
before the LORD your God in the vplace 
which He chooses, “you shall read this law 
before all Israel in their hearing. !2xGather 
the people together, men and women and 
little ones, and the stranger who is with- 
in your gates, that they may hear and that 
they may learn to fear the LORD your God 
and carefully observe all the words of this 
law, 13and that their children, »who have 
not known it, zmay hear and learn to fear 
the LORD your God as long as you live in 
the land which you cross the Jordan to 
possess.” 


Prediction of Israel's Rebellion 

4Then the LORD said to Moses, @“Be- 
hold, the days approach when you must 
die; call Joshua, and present yourselves 
in the tabernacle of meeting, that >I may 
inaugurate him.” 

So Moses and Joshua went and pre- 
sented themselves in the tabernacle of 
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meeting. 5Now ‘the LORD appeared at 
the tabernacle in a pillar of cloud, and the 
pillar of cloud stood above the door of the 
tabernacle. 

16And the LORD said to Moses: “Be- 
hold, you will rest with your fathers; and 
this people will ¢rise and eplay the harlot 
with the gods of the foreigners of the land, 
where they go to be among them, and they 
will fforsake Me and sbreak My covenant 
which I have made with them. !7Then 
My anger shall be "aroused against them 
in that day, and ‘I will forsake them, and 
I will hide My face from them, and they 
shall be devoured. And many evils and 
troubles shall befall them, so that they will 
say in that day, ‘Have not these evils come 
upon us because our God is ‘not among 
us?’ 18And ™I will surely hide My face in 
that day because of all the evil which they 
have done, in that they have turned to other 
gods. 

19“Now therefore, write down this song 
for yourselves, and teach it to the children 
of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this 
song may be "a witness for Me against the 
children of Israel. 20When I have brought 
them to the land flowing with milk and 
honey, of which I swore to their fathers, 
and they have eaten and filled themselves 
oand grown fat, pthen they will turn to oth- 
er gods and serve them; and they will pro- 
voke Me and break My covenant. 2!Then 
it shall be, when many evils and troubles 
have come upon them, that this song will 
testify against them as a witness; for it will 
not be forgotten in the mouths of their de- 
scendants, for "I know the inclination sof 
their behavior today, even before I have 
brought them to the land of which I swore 
to give them.” 

22Therefore Moses wrote this song the 
same day, and taught it to the children of 
Israel. 23*Then He inaugurated Joshua the 
son of Nun, and said, ““Be strong and of 
good courage; for you shall bring the chil- 
dren of Israel into the land of which I swore 
to them, and I will be with you.” 

24So it was, when Moses had completed 
writing the words of this law in a book, 
when they were finished, #5that Moses 


31:12-13 Obeying God—Because the Israelites 
had no Bibles, they had to come together to listen 
to God's word as read by a priest from a scroll. The 
laws were to be read to the whole assembly includ- 
ing women and children. No doubt memorization 
was important as a way of impressing the laws on 
the minds and hearts of the people. But it was not 
the end. The expected end result of hearing was 
obedience. Obedience to the Word of God is the only 
way that the child of God can please God in the new 
life. “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22). 

31:16 play the harlot. This expression speaks both of 
spiritual adultery and physical acts of sexual immo- 
rality that were performed in association with the 
worship of Baal and Asherah, the gods of Canaan. 


31:22 Therefore Moses wrote. Psalm 90 is also 
attributed to Moses, and perhaps Psalm 91. Both 
psalms are logical meditations for these last chapters 
of Deuteronomy. 
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commanded the Levites, who bore the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying: 
26“Take this Book of the Law, vand put it 
beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, that it may be there was a wit- 
ness against you; 27xfor I know your rebel- 
lion and your Ystiff neck. If today, while I 
am yet alive with you, you have been re- 
bellious against the LORD, then how much 
more after my death? 28Gather to me all 
the elders of your tribes, and your officers, 
that I may speak these words in their hear- 
ing Zand call heaven and earth to witness 
against them. 29For I know that after my 
death you will «become utterly corrupt, 
and turn aside from the way which I have 
commanded you. And Pevil will befall 
you ‘in the latter days, because you will 
do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke 
Him to anger through the work of your 
hands.” 


The Song of Moses 
30Then Moses spoke in the hearing of 
all the assembly of Israel the words of this 
song until they were ended: 
3 2 “Give ¢ear, O heavens, and I will 
speak; 
And hear, O “earth, the words of my 
mouth. 
2 Let cmy teaching drop as the rain, 
My speech distill as the dew, 
4As raindrops on the tender herb, 
And as showers on the grass. 
3 For I proclaim the ¢name of the LORD: 
fAscribe greatness to our God. 
4 Heis sthe Rock, "His work is perfect; 
For all His ways are justice, 
iA God of truth and ‘without injustice; 
Righteous and upright is He. 


5 “They have corrupted themselves; 
They are not His children, 


Because of their blemish: 
A 'perverse and crooked generation. 
6 Do you thus deal with the LORD, 

O foolish and unwise people? 

Is He not "your Father, who “bought 
you? 

Has He not ’made you and established 
you? 


7 “Remember? the days of old, 
Consider the years of many 
generations. 
rAsk your father, and he will show you; 
Your elders, and they will tell you: 
8 When the Most High ‘divided their 
inheritance to the nations, 
When He ‘separated the sons of Adam, 
He set the boundaries of the peoples 
According to the number of the 
children of Israel. 
9 For “the Lorp’s portion is His people; 
Jacob is the place of His inheritance. 


1 


i 


“He found him vin a desert land 
And in the wasteland, a howling 
wilderness; 
He encircled him, He instructed him, 
He wkept him as the apple of His eye. 
ll xAs an eagle stirs up its nest, 
Hovers over its young, 
Spreading out its wings, taking them 
up, 
Carrying them on its wings, 
12 So the LorRD alone led him, 
And there was no foreign god with 
him. 
13 “Hey made him ride in the heights of 
the earth, 
That he might eat the produce of the 
fields; 
He made him draw honey from the 


rock, 
And oil from the flinty rock; 


32:7 Remembering the Works of God—The Bible's 
revelation of God’s work in the past provides an infor- 
mative and exciting panorama of centuries of divine 
activity toward man. 

First, it gives man an education in truths unknow- 
able apart from divine revelation. For example, the 
creation of man described in Genesis 1 and 2 answers 
man’s most basic questions: “Who am I?” and “Where 
did | come from?” The only way we can get this infor- 
mation is from God Himself. 

Second, the Bible sets forth a significant body 
of historical evidence for the truth and validity of 
the Christian faith. These evidences include ful- 
filled prophecy, the miracles of Christ, and Christ’s 
death and resurrection. The believer's faith is thus 
grounded in historical events and is much more than 
just “a leap in the dark.” 

Third, the Bible records examples to help pres- 
ent-day Christians. Israel’s failures and the conse- 
quences that resulted are used by the New Testament 
writers as lessons. Believers are urged to avoid grum- 
bling, as Israel did (1 Cor. 10:10-11), and the deviant 
behavior of Sodom and Gomorrah (2 Pet. 2: 4-9). Paul 
is said to be a living example for believers to follow 


(1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1), as is Jesus’ humility in the midst of 
suffering (1 Pet. 2:21). 

Fourth, the Bible provides encouragement for 

Christians in their life and witness. If God could use 
an adulterer and murderer like David, then God can 
surely use a struggling Christian today if that person 
has David’s passion for the Lord. Likewise, if God 
saved Saul of Tarsus, the chief enemy of the early 
church (Acts 9:1-31), He can certainly save the people 
with whom Christians daily share their faith. 
32:12 the Lorp alone. Deuteronomy is an extended 
argument against idolatry and paganism. Clearly the 
Israelites had no reason to abandon the God of grace 
and love, who had given them all they needed. 


31:26” 2 Kin. 22:8 “Deut. 31:19 31:27* Deut. 9:7, 

24 YEx.32:9 31:282Deut. 30:19 31:294Judg. 2:19 

> Deut. 28:15 Gen. 49:1 32:14 Deut. 4:26 ° Jer. 6:19 
32:2¢ls. 55:10, 11 4Ps.72:6 32:3 ¢Deut. 28:58 £1 Chr. 
29:11 32:49Ps. 18:2 42 Sam. 22:31 ‘Is. 65:16 /Job 34:10 
32:5‘ Deut. 4:25; 31:29 !Phil. 2:15 32:6™Ps. 116:12 "Is. 
63:16 °Ps. 74:2 PDeut.32:15 32:79Ps.44:1 ‘Ps. 78:5-8 
32:85 Acts 17:26 ‘Gen. 11:8 32:94Ex.19:5 32:10” Jer. 
2:6 “Ps.17:8  32:11%Is.31:5 32:13 YIs. 58:14 


4 Curds from the cattle, and milk of the 
flock, 
zWith fat of lambs; 

And rams of the breed of Bashan, and 
goats, 

With the choicest wheat; 

And you drank wine, the “blood of the 
grapes. 


15 “But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked; 
bYou grew fat, you grew thick, 
You are obese! 
Then he ‘forsook God who 4made him, 
And scornfully esteemed the ¢Rock of 
his salvation. 
16 fThey provoked Him to jealousy with 
foreign gods; 
With abominations they provoked 
Him to anger. 
17 They sacrificed to demons, not to God, 
To gods they did not know, 
To new gods, new arrivals 
That your fathers did not fear. 
18 hOf the Rock who begot you, you are 
unmindful, 
And have ‘forgotten the God who 
fathered you. 


19 “Andi when the LORD saw it, He 
spurned them, 
Because of the provocation of His sons 
and His daughters. 
20 And He said: ‘I will hide My face from 
them, 
I will see what their end will be, 
For they are a perverse generation, 
kChildren in whom is no faith. 
21 [They have provoked Me to jealousy by 
what is not God; 
They have moved Me to anger ™by 
their foolish idols. 
But "I will provoke them to jealousy by 
those who are not a nation; 
I will move them to anger by a foolish 
nation. 
22 For °a fire is kindled in My anger, 
And shall burn to the lowest hell; 


Deuteronomy 32:32 @ 225 

It shall consume the earth with her 
increase, 

And set on fire the foundations of the 
mountains. 


23 ‘T will Pheap disasters on them; 
a] will spend My arrows on them. 
24 They shall be wasted with hunger, 
Devoured by pestilence and bitter 
destruction; 
I will also send against them the ‘teeth 
of beasts, 
With the poison of serpents of the dust. 
25 The sword shall destroy outside; 
There shall be terror within 
For the young man and virgin, 
The nursing child with the man of 
gray hairs. 
26 sT would have said, “I will dash them in 
pieces, 
I will make the memory of them to 
cease from among men,” 
27 Had I not feared the wrath of the 
enemy, 
Lest their adversaries should 
misunderstand, 
Lest they should say, “Our hand is 
high; 
And it is not the LORD who has done 
all this.”’ 


28 “For they are a nation void of counsel, 
Nor is there any understanding in 

them. 

29 uOh, that they were wise, that they 

understood this, 
That they would consider their vlatter 
end! 

30 How could one chase a thousand, 
And two put ten thousand to flight, 
Unless their Rock “had sold them, 
And the LorD had surrendered them? 

31 For their rock is not like our Rock, 

xEven our enemies themselves being 
judges. 

32 For Ytheir vine is of the vine of Sodom 
And of the fields of Gomorrah; 


32:15 Jeshurun. Jeshurun, a pet name for Israel, 
means “uprightness.” This part of the song con- 
trasts what Israel should have been (upright) and 
what they became (rebellious). he forsook God. A 
nation or a person who has forsaken God is godless. 
Because God is the source of blessing, peace, joy, 
wisdom, and comfort, they have also forsaken all of 
these attributes. One would think that that would be 
enough to drive people back to God. But persistence 
in willful disobedience and willful ignorance of God's 
ways creates a kind of blindness and deafness that 
makes people unwilling to turn back. At this point 
God sometimes hides His face, and they experience 
greater misfortunes. 

32:17 demons. Scripture makes it clear that the false 
gods do not exist as such, and this passage identifies 
the power behind these gods: demons. It is important 
to remember this, especially in this era of multicultur- 
alism, when many voices protest the exclusiveness of 
Christianity. 

32:29 consider their latter end. \n this great pro- 


phetic song Moses longs for the nation of Israel to 
turn to God and repent of its wickedness. As history 
proved, there was continual need for Israel to repent 
and turn back to God. They did abandon their cov- 
enant with God, but God did not abandon them, 
although He let them reap the consequences of 
their disobedience. Moses was not the last prophet 
to long for their repentance, and we can only guess 
at the heavenly joy Moses felt on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, seeing Jesus the Christ, who would finally 
redeem the people (Mark 9). 
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226 & Deuteronomy 32:33 
Their grapes are grapes of gall, 
Their clusters are bitter. 

33. Their wine is 2the poison of serpents, 
And the cruel «venom of cobras. 


34 ‘Ts this not >laid up in store with Me, 
Sealed up among My treasures? 
35 cVengeance is Mine, and recompense; 
Their foot shall slip in due time; 
4For the day of their calamity is at hand, 
And the things to come hasten upon 
them.’ 


36 “Fore the LORD will judge His people 
fAnd have compassion on His servants, 
When He sees that their power is gone, 
And £there is no one remaining, bond 
or free. 
37 He will say: "‘Where are their gods, 
The rock in which they sought refuge? 
38 Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 
And drank the wine of their drink 
offering? 
Let them rise and help you, 
And be your refuge. 


39 ‘Now see that ‘I, even I, am He, 
And ithere is no God besides Me; 
Rk] kill and I make alive; 
I wound and I heal; 
Nor is there any who can deliver from 
My hand. 
40 For I raise My hand to heaven, 
And say, “As I live forever, 
41 lf] whet My glittering sword, 
And My hand takes hold on judgment, 
I will render vengeance to My enemies, 
And repay those who hate Me. 
42 J] will make My arrows drunk with 
blood, 
And My sword shall devour flesh, 
With the blood of the slain and the 
captives, 
From the heads of the leaders of the 
enemy.”’ 


43 “Rejoice,” O Gentiles, with His people;* 
For He will "avenge the blood of His 
servants, 
And render vengeance to His 
adversaries; 
He owill provide atonement for His 
land and His people.” 


44So Moses came with Joshua* the son of 
Nun and spoke all the words of this song in 
the hearing of the people. 45Moses finished 
speaking all these words to all Israel, 46and 
he said to them: “Set your hearts on all the 
words which I testify among you today, 
which you shall command your ¢children 
to be careful to observe—all the words of 
this law. 47For it is not a futile thing for you, 
because it is your "life, and by this word you 
shall prolong your days in the land which 
you cross over the Jordan to possess.” 


Moses to Die on Mount Nebo 
48Then the LORD spoke to Moses that 
very same day, saying: 49s“Go up this moun- 
tain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is 
in the land of Moab, across from Jericho; 
view the land of Canaan, which I give to 
the children of Israel as a possession; 59and 
die on the mountain which you ascend, and 
be gathered to your people, just as ‘Aaron 
your brother died on Mount Hor and was 
gathered to his people; !because “you tres- 
passed against Me among the children of 
Israel at the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in 
the Wilderness of Zin, because you vdid not 
hallow Me in the midst of the children of Is- 
rael.52w Yet you shall see the land before you, 
though you shall not go there, into the land 
which I am giving to the children of Israel.” 


* 32:43 A Dead Sea Scroll fragment adds And let 
all the gods (angels) worship Him (compare Septu- 
agint and Hebrews 1:6). *32:44 Hebrew Hoshea 
(compare Numbers 13:8, 16) 


32:35 Vengeance is Mine. Only God who is com- 
pletely just can judge and make right all the wrongs 
committed (Rom. 12:19-20). 

32:36 have compassion on his servants. God will 
discern between the righteous and the wicked (Mal. 
3:16). 

32:39 God’s Sovereignty—In his final words to the 
Israelites, Moses reminds them where they came 
from. Their history could not be written without 
God being in the central position. Their future, like- 
wise, was intimately tied to God. To think otherwise 
would be folly (Deut. 32:28-29). The basic point is 
that no matter how you want to look at it, God is in 
charge. That was the most basic fact in the Israelites’ 
situation. 

God's sovereignty is also the central fact in ours. It 
is not always easy to affirm it. We would much rather 
see ourselves as the central controlling force in our 
lives. Most of us simply don’t like being told what to 
do or how to live. The problem is that the whole his- 
tory of man teaches us that when God's laws are not 
followed, disaster ensues. When we put ourselves in 
charge, sooner or later we pay the price. 


A whole generation of Israelites failed to under- 

stand God's sovereignty. As a result, they died in the 
desert, never having arrived at the Promised Land. 
While it is true that they lived out their lives, they 
surely missed out on what could have been. That fact 
is the basic backdrop for Moses’ last words to the new 
generation, as they approached the Promised Land. 
We dare not ignore the lesson. 
32:43 Rejoice, O Gentiles. The Gentiles are invited 
here to join in worship of the living God. All through 
history there have been a few who accepted this 
invitation (such as Ruth), and it was fulfilled in Christ 
Rom. 15). 
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Moses Final Blessing on Israel 

3 3 Now this is ¢the blessing with which 
Moses ’the man of God blessed the 

children of Israel before his death. 2And 

he said: 


c“The LORD came from Sinai, 
And dawned on them from 4Seir; 
He shone forth from ¢Mount Paran, 
And He came with ften thousands of 
saints; 
From His right hand 
Came a fiery law for them. 
3 Yes, #He loves the people; 
hAll His saints are in Your hand; 
They ‘sit down at Your feet; 
Everyone ireceives Your words. 
4 kMoses commanded a law for us, 
'A heritage of the congregation of 
Jacob. 
5 And He was "King in "Jeshurun, 
When the leaders of the people were 
gathered, 
All the tribes of Israel together. 


6 “Let Reuben live, and not die, 
Nor let his men be few.” 


7And this he said of ?Judah: 


“Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, 
And bring him to his people; 
aLet his hands be sufficient for him, 
And may You be 'a help against his 
enemies.” 


8And of sLevi he said: 


“Tet Your Thummim and Your Urim be 
with Your holy one, 
uWhom You tested at Massah, 
And with whom You contended at the 
waters of Meribah, 
9 vWho says of his father and mother, 
‘T have not “seen them’; 
xNor did he acknowledge his brothers, 
Or know his own children; 
For Ythey have observed Your word 
And kept Your covenant. 
10 zThey shall teach Jacob Your judgments, 
And Israel Your law. 
They shall put incense before You, 
aAnd a whole burnt sacrifice on Your 
altar. 


Deuteronomy 33:19 @ 227 


ll Bless his substance, LORD, 
And baccept the work of his hands; 
Strike the loins of those who rise 
against him, 
And of those who hate him, that they 
rise not again.” 


122Of Benjamin he said: 


“The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in 
safety by Him, 
Who shelters him all the day long; 
And he shall dwell between His 
shoulders.” 


13And of Joseph he said: 


c“Blessed of the LORD is his land, 
With the precious things of heaven, 
with the 4dew, 
And the deep lying beneath, 
4 With the precious fruits of the sun, 
With the precious produce of the 
months, 
15 With the best things of ¢the ancient 
mountains, 
With the precious things /of the 
everlasting hills, 
16 With the precious things of the earth 
and its fullness, 
And the favor of Him who dwelt in 
the bush. 
Let the blessing come “‘on the head of 
Joseph, 
And on the crown of the head of 
him who was separate from his 
brothers.”* 
17 His glory is like a ‘firstborn bull, 
And his horns like the ‘horns of the 
wild ox; 
Together with them 
kHe shall push the peoples 
To the ends of the earth; 
'They are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
And they are the thousands of 
Manasseh.” 


18A nd of Zebulun he said: 


m“Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, 
And Issachar in your tents! 
19 They shall "call the peoples to the 
mountain; 


* 33:16 Genesis 49:26 


33:1 Moses the man of God. In spite of his failure at 
the waters of Meribah Kadesh, Moses is noted here 
and throughout the Bible as “the man of God.” 

33:4 commanded a law for us. God chose Israel 
alone to receive His instructions, yet the law was ulti- 
mately for His whole creation, as Jesus demonstrated 
when He broke down the wall between Jew and Gen- 
tile (Rom. 3-7). 

33:9-10 they have observed Your word. The Levites 
were keepers of God’s word, even when it meant 
drawing their swords against their own brothers 
(Ex. 32:25-29). This is a degree of testing that most 
believers will never experience, but Jesus promised 
that the world would hate His followers, and they 
would experience opposition even from their own 
families (Matt. 10:22). It is not easy to be a follower of 


God in a world of sin and death, but the Christian may 
be assured that as he walks in obedience to God's 
truth, God “always leads us in triumph in Christ” 
2 Cor. 2:14). 
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228 & Deuteronomy 33:20 

There °they shall offer sacrifices of 
righteousness; 

For they shall partake of the 
abundance of the seas 

And of treasures hidden in the sand.” 


20And of Gad he said: 


“Blessed is he who Penlarges Gad; 
He dwells as a lion, 
And tears the arm and the crown of 
his head. 
21 aHe provided the first part for himself, 
Because a lawgiver’s portion was 
reserved there. 
THe came with the heads of the people; 
He administered the justice of the LORD, 
And His judgments with Israel.” 


22 And of Dan he said: 


“Dan is a lion’s whelp; 
sHe shall leap from Bashan.” 


23 And of Naphtali he said: 


“O Naphtali, ‘satisfied with favor, 
And full of the blessing of the LORD, 
uPossess the west and the south.” 


24nd of Asher he said: 


v“Asher is most blessed of sons; 
Let him be favored by his brothers, 
And let him “dip his foot in oil. 
25 Your sandals shall be xiron and 
bronze; 
As your days, so shall your 
strength be. 


26 “There is Yno one like the God of 
zJeshurun, 
aWho rides the heavens to help you, 
And in His excellency on the clouds. 
27 The eternal God is your >refuge, 
And underneath are the everlasting 
arms; 
cHe will thrust out the enemy from 
before you, 
And will say, ‘Destroy!’ 
28 Then 4Israel shall dwell in safety, 
eThe fountain of Jacob falone, 
In a land of grain and new wine; 
His £heavens shall also drop dew. 
29 hHappy are you, O Israel! 


‘Who is like you, a people saved by the 
LORD, 

iThe shield of your help 

And the sword of your majesty! 

Your enemies shall submit to you, 

And 'you shall tread down their high 
places.” 


Moses Dies on Mount Nebo 
3 Then Moses went up from the plains 
of Moab to «Mount Nebo, to the top 

of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. 
And the LorD showed him all the land of 
Gilead as far as Dan, 2all Naphtali and the 
land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the 
land of Judah as far as the Western Sea,* 
3the South, and the plain of the Valley of 
Jericho, >the city of palm trees, as far as 
Zoar. 4Then the LorD said to him, ¢“This 
is the land of which I swore to give Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give 
it to your descendants.’ 4I have caused you 
to see it with your eyes, but you shall not 
cross over there.” 

5eSo Moses the servant of the LORD died 
there in the land of Moab, according to the 
word of the LorD. And He buried him in 
a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth 
Peor; but ‘no one knows his grave to this 
day. 7?Moses was one hundred and twenty 
years old when he died. "His eyes were not 
dim nor his natural vigor diminished. 8And 
the children of Israel wept for Moses in the 
plains of Moab ‘thirty days. So the days of 
weeping and mourning for Moses ended. 

§SNow Joshua the son of Nun was full of 
the ispirit of wisdom, for tMoses had laid 
his hands on him; so the children of Israel 
heeded him, and did as the LORD had com- 
manded Moses. 

10But since then there ‘has not arisen in 
Israel a prophet like Moses, "whom the 
LORD knew face to face, "in all "the signs 
and wonders which the LORD sent him to 
do in the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, 
before all his servants, and in all his land, 
12and by all that mighty power and all the 
great terror which Moses performed in the 
sight of all Israel. 


* 34:2 That is, the Mediterranean 


33:22 lion’s whelp. This may refer to the small size 
of the tribe of Dan. Though Dan’s land inheritance 
was close to Judah by the coastal plains, the tribe 
would not be able to keep their inheritance because 
of the hostility of the Philistines. Therefore, the Danites 
would one day migrate to the region of Bashan, south 
of Mount Hermon (Judg. 18). 

34:1-2 Moab... Jericho... Western Sea. Moab was 
where Moses had given Israel an explanation of the 
law and led them in a covenant renewal. Jericho was 
the first city in Canaan to be conquered. The sea is the 
Mediterranean. 

34:6 no one knows his grave. If his burial place had 
been known, some people would have been tempted 
to make it a shrine and possibly have begun to worship 
there. 

34:9 Joshua... full of the spirit of wisdom. Joshua 


was the leader chosen to succeed Moses, and God 
filled him with the spirit of wisdom. But there was 
another, a prophet like Moses, who would be greater 
even than Moses. That other was the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Acts 3:19-26). 
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THE BOOK OF 


JOSHUA 


> AUTHOR: Jewish tradition seems correct in assigning the authorship of this book 
to Joshua himself. The unity of style and organization suggest a single authorship 
for the majority of the book, with the exception of three small portions that may 
have been added after Joshua’s death: Othniel’s capture of Kirjath Sepher (15:13-19); 
Dan's migration to the north (19:47); and Joshua’s death and burial (24:29-33). How- 
ever, Joshua 24:26 makes this clear statement: “Then Joshua wrote these words in 
the Book of the Law of God.” 
> TIME: c. 1405-1398 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Josh. 11:23 

> THEME: In the Book of Joshua, the Israelites are commanded to destroy every- 
thing and everybody so that they can take full possession of the land. The transition 
of leadership is from Moses to Joshua. A nomadic people attaches themselves to 
given tracts of land, and a nation is formed from a wandering tribe as the conquest 
is completed in 21:43-45. We also see how a failure to carry out God's plan com- 
pletely lays a foundation for future problems. 


God's Commission to Joshua 

After the death of Moses the servant of 

the LORD, it came to pass that the LORD 
spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 
aassistant, saying: 2/“Moses My servant 
is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this 
Jordan, you and all this people, to the land 
which I am giving to them—the children of 
Israel. 3¢Every place that the sole of your 
foot will tread upon I have given you, as 
I said to Moses. 4¢4From the wilderness 
and this Lebanon as far as the great riv- 
er, the River Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the 
going down of the sun, shall be your terri- 
tory. 5¢No man shall be able to stand before 
you all the days of your life; fas I was with 


Moses, so 8I will be with you. "I will not 
leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and 
of good courage, for to this people you shall 
divide as an inheritance the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only 
be strong and very courageous, that you 
may observe to do according to all the law 
iwhich Moses My servant commanded you; 
kdo not turn from it to the right hand or to 
the left, that you may prosper wherever you 
go. 8'This Book of the Law shall not depart 
from your mouth, but “you shall meditate 
in it day and night, that you may observe 
to do according to all that is written in it. 
For then you will make your way prosper- 
ous, and then you will have good success. 
9nHave I not commanded you? Be strong 


1:1 the servant of the Lorb. In the Hebrew Scrip- 
ture this is a special title given only to Moses, Joshua 
(24:29; Judg. 2:8), David (Ps. 18:title; 36:title), and the 
Messiah (Is. 42:19). the LorD spoke to Joshua. God 
spoke directly to Joshua encouraging him and urging 
him to obey all the law. True success cannot occur 
apart from knowing God personally and doing His 
will. 

1:7-8 Perseverance—A successful mission in the 
service of the Lord is dependent upon courage, med- 
itation and obedience. Keeping God's words in our 
hearts molds our character and guides our footsteps. 
1:8 Meditating upon God’s Word—Helping peo- 
ple become prosperous and successful is big busi- 
ness. Late night infomercials point to a plethora of 
techniques for getting rich. Everyone wants to be 
wealthy. Everyone wants to be successful. These 
kinds of feelings are particularly strong when start- 
ing anew endeavor as Joshua was. At the very begin- 
ning of Joshua's leadership of Israel, God lays out for 


Joshua His key to success, meditating on God’s word. 
Meditate upon the Word of God by rehearsing it in 
thought over and over in order to understand its 
implications for the situations of life. The meditation 
process results in changed thinking, because God's 
thoughts can literally become our thoughts. Then we 
are more likely to do what God wants of us. As we live 
in sync with God's plan for our lives, it follows that we 
will be more successful and prosperous than if we 
ignore His teachings. 

People spend a large part of their lives in obtain- 
ing an education and working at a career in order 
to be prosperous and successful. Scripture points to 
itself as the primary means toward that end. 
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230 @ Joshua 1:10 

and of good courage; °do not be afraid, nor 
be dismayed, for the LorD your God is with 
you wherever you go.” 


The Order to Cross the Jordan 

10Then Joshua commanded the officers 
of the people, saying, !!“Pass through the 
camp and command the people, saying, 
‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, for 
pwithin three days you will cross over this 
Jordan, to go in to possess the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you to pos- 
sess.’” 

12And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and 
half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, 
saying, 13“Remember ‘the word which Mo- 
ses the servant of the LORD commanded 
you, saying, ‘The LORD your God is giving 
you rest and is giving you this land.’ 4 Your 
wives, your little ones, and your livestock 
shall remain in the land which Moses gave 
you on this side of the Jordan. But you shall 
pass before your brethren armed, all your 
mighty men of valor, and help them, !5un- 
til the LORD has given your brethren rest, 
as He gave you, and they also have taken 
possession of the land which the LORD your 
God is giving them. 'Then you shall return 
to the land of your possession and enjoy 
it, which Moses the LORD’s servant gave 
you on this side of the Jordan toward the 
sunrise.” 

16So they answered Joshua, saying, “All 
that you command us we will do, and wher- 
ever you send us we will go. !7Just as we 
heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed 
you. Only the LORD your God sbe with you, 
as He was with Moses. !8Whoever rebels 
against your command and does not heed 
your words, in all that you command him, 
shall be put to death. Only be strong and of 
good courage.” 


Rahab Hides the Spies 

Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two 

men «from Acacia Grove* to spy secret- 
ly, saying, “Go, view the land, especially 
Jericho.” 

So they went, and »came to the house 
of a harlot named cRahab, and lodged 
there. 2And 4it was told the king of Jericho, 


saying, “Behold, men have come here to- 
night from the children of Israel to search 
out the country.” 

3So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, 
saying, “Bring out the men who have come 
to you, who have entered your house, for 
they have come to search out all the coun- 
try.” 

4eThen the woman took the two men 
and hid them. So she said, “Yes, the men 
came to me, but I did not know where they 
were from. 5And it happened as the gate 
was being shut, when it was dark, that the 
men went out. Where the men went I do not 
know; pursue them quickly, for you may 
overtake them.” 6(But ‘she had brought 
them up to the roof and hidden them with 
the stalks of flax, which she had laid in 
order on the roof.) 7Then the men pursued 
them by the road to the Jordan, to the fords. 
And as soon as those who pursued them 
had gone out, they shut the gate. 

8Now before they lay down, she came up 
to them on the roof, 9and said to the men: 
&“T know that the LORD has given you the 
land, that "the terror of you has fallen on us, 
and that all the inhabitants of the land ‘are 
fainthearted because of you. !°For we have 
heard how the LorD ‘dried up the water of 
the Red Sea for you when you came out of 
Egypt, and *what you did to the two kings 
of the Amorites who were on the other side 
of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you 'ut- 
terly destroyed. !!And as soon as we "heard 
these things, "our hearts melted; neither did 
there remain any more courage in anyone 
because of you, for °the LORD your God, He 
is God in heaven above and on earth be- 
neath. !2Now therefore, I beg you, "swear 
to me by the LorD, since I have shown you 
kindness, that you also will show kindness 
to amy father’s house, and "give me a true 
token, !3and sspare my father, my mother, 
my brothers, my sisters, and all that they 
have, and deliver our lives from death.” 

14So the men answered her, “Our lives 
for yours, if none of you tell this business 
of ours. And it shall be, when the LORD has 
given us the land, that ‘we will deal kindly 
and truly with you.” 


* 2:1 Hebrew Shittim 


1:18 be strong and of good courage. Joshua's task 
was not an easy one, for not only must he deal with 
the ungodly inhabitants of the Promised Land, he 
must also provide leadership for his own fearful and 
complaining people. 

2:1 Rahab. Rahab was a Canaanite prostitute, yet out 
of all the populace of Jericho, only she reached out to 
the living God, and He in turn saved her (6:25). 

2:4-6 Where the men went I do not know. Rahab 
lied to the men searching for the Israelite spies, and 
Joshua praised her, as did the apostle James and the 
writer of Hebrews (Heb. 11:31; James 2:25). Through- 
out both the Old and the New Testament, the com- 
mands of God forbid lying, the prophets condemn 
it, and godly people avoid doing it. Scripture does 


not address Rahab’s sin, but it does praise her for her 
faith in God. Christians have struggled for centuries 
over whether lying to save an innocent person's life 
is acceptable. There does not seem to be a clear-cut 
answer, but Rahab did her best with the knowledge 
she had to protect the Israelite men. 
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Then she “let them down by a rope 
through the window, for her house was on 
the city wall; she dwelt on the wall. 16And 
she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest 
the pursuers meet you. Hide there three 
days, until the pursuers have returned. Af- 
terward you may go your way.” 

17So the men said to her: “We will be 
vblameless of this oath of yours which you 
have made us swear, !8wunless, when we 
come into the land, you bind this line of 
scarlet cord in the window through which 
you let us down, xand unless you bring your 
father, your mother, your brothers, and all 
your father’s household to your own home. 
19So it shall be that whoever goes outside 
the doors of your house into the street, his 
blood shall be on his own head, and we will 
be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the 
house, Yhis blood shall be on our head if a 
hand is laid on him. 29And if you tell this 
business of ours, then we will be free from 
your oath which you made us swear.” 

21Then she said, “According to your 
words, so be it.” And she sent them away, 
and they departed. And she bound the 
scarlet cord in the window. 

22They departed and went to the moun- 
tain, and stayed there three days until the 
pursuers returned. The pursuers sought 
them all along the way, but did not find 
them. 23So the two men returned, descend- 
ed from the mountain, and crossed over; 
and they came to Joshua the son of Nun, 
and told him all that had befallen them. 
24And they said to Joshua, “Truly 2the 
LORD has delivered all the land into our 
hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of the 
country are fainthearted because of us.” 


Israel Crosses the Jordan 

Then Joshua rose early in the morning; 

and they set out “from Acacia Grove* 
and came to the Jordan, he and all the chil- 
dren of Israel, and lodged there before they 
crossed over. 2So it was, “after three days, 
that the officers went through the camp; 
3and they commanded the people, saying, 
c“When you see the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD your God, ¢and the priests, the 
Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out 
from your place and go after it. 4¢ Yet there 
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shall be a space between you and it, about 
two thousand cubits by measure. Do not 
come near it, that you may know the way 
by which you must go, for you have not 
passed this way before.” 

5And Joshua said to the people, f“Sancti- 
fy yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will 
do wonders among you.” 6Then Joshua 
spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the 
ark of the covenant and cross over before 
the people.” 

So they took up the ark of the covenant 
and went before the people. 

7And the LorD said to Joshua, “This day 
I will begin to "exalt you in the sight of all 
Israel, that they may know that, ‘as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you. You 
shall command ‘the priests who bear the 
ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you 
have come to the edge of the water of the 
Jordan, *you shall stand in the Jordan.’” 

9So Joshua said to the children of Israel, 
“Come here, and hear the words of the LORD 
your God.” !®And Joshua said, “By this you 
shall know that 'the living God is among 
you, and that He will without fail "drive 
out from before you the "Canaanites and 
the Hittites and the Hivites and the Per- 
izzites and the Girgashites and the Amo- 
rites and the Jebusites: !1!Behold, the ark of 
the covenant of °the Lord of all the earth 
is crossing over before you into the Jor- 
dan. !2Now therefore, ?take for yourselves 
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one 
man from every tribe. !3And it shall come 
to pass, 4as soon as the soles of the feet of 
the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, 
‘the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, that the waters of 
the Jordan shall be cut off, the waters that 
come down from upstream, and they sshall 
stand as a heap.” 

14So0 it was, when the people set out from 
their camp to cross over the Jordan, with 
the priests bearing the ‘ark of the covenant 
before the people, !5and as those who bore 
the ark came to the Jordan, and “the feet 
of the priests who bore the ark dipped in 
the edge of the water (for the vJordan over- 
flows all its banks ~during the whole time 


* 3:1 Hebrew Shittim 


2:16 Get to the mountain. The pursuers had gone 
down to the Jordan River (v. 7), logically supposing 
that the spies would be returning to their camp on 
the eastern side of the river. The only hills near Jeri- 
cho are to the west, in the opposite direction from the 
Israelite camp, and further into the land of Canaan. 
3:4 two thousand cubits. Two thousand cubits was 
more than half a mile. God was serious about the peo- 
ple showing due respect for the ark of the covenant. 
3:9 Inspiration—God conveyed His message by 
means of words spoken by a specific, chosen per- 
son. He descended to the human level and through 
humanity spoke His word of absolute truth. 

3:13 Lord of all the earth. The term “Adonai,” 
translated “Lord,” means “master.” It refers to the 


fact that God is indeed the Sovereign of the entire 
universe. 

3:15 Jordan overflows. God did not merely slow the 
great river to a trickle during a time of drought; He 
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of harvest), !6that the waters which came 
down from upstream stood still, and rose 
in a heap very far away at Adam, the city 
that is beside xZaretan. So the waters that 
went down Yinto the Sea of the Arabah, 
zthe Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and 
the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 
17Then the priests who bore the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry 
ground in the midst of the Jordan; ¢and all 
Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all 
the people had crossed completely over the 
Jordan. 


The Memorial Stones 

And it came to pass, when all the peo- 

ple had completely crossed “over the 
Jordan, that the LORD spoke to Joshua, 
saying: 2/“Take for yourselves twelve 
men from the people, one man from every 
tribe, 3and command them, saying, ‘Take 
for yourselves twelve stones from here, out 
of the midst of the Jordan, from the place 
where ¢the priests’ feet stood firm. You 
shall carry them over with you and leave 
them in ¢the lodging place where you lodge 
tonight.’” 

4Then Joshua called the twelve men 
whom he had appointed from the children 
of Israel, one man from every tribe; 5and 
Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the 
ark of the LORD your God into the midst of 
the Jordan, and each one of you take up 
a stone on his shoulder, according to the 
number of the tribes of the children of Is- 
rael, that this may be ¢a sign among you 
fwhen your children ask in time to come, 
saying, ‘What do these stones mean to 
you?’ 7Then you shall answer them that 
sthe waters of the Jordan were cut off be- 
fore the ark of the covenant of the LORD; 
when it crossed over the Jordan, the wa- 
ters of the Jordan were cut off. And these 
stones shall be for "a memorial to the chil- 
dren of Israel forever.” 

8And the children of Israel did so, just 
as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve 
stones from the midst of the Jordan, as the 
LORD had spoken to Joshua, according to 


the number of the tribes of the children of 
Israel, and carried them over with them to 
the place where they lodged, and laid them 
down there. 9Then Joshua set up twelve 
stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the 
place where the feet of the priests who bore 
the ark of the covenant stood; and they are 
there to this day. 

10So the priests who bore the ark stood 
in the midst of the Jordan until everything 
was finished that the LORD had command- 
ed Joshua to speak to the people, according 
to all that Moses had commanded Joshua; 
and the people hurried and crossed over. 
11Then it came to pass, when all the people 
had completely crossed over, that the ‘ark 
of the LORD and the priests crossed over 
in the presence of the people. !2And ithe 
men of Reuben, the men of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh crossed over armed 
before the children of Israel, as Moses had 
spoken to them. About forty thousand 
prepared for war crossed over before the 
LorD for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 
4QOn that day the LORD ®exalted Joshua in 
the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, 
as they had feared Moses, all the days of 
his life. 

15Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, say- 
ing, !16*Command the priests who bear 'the 
ark of the Testimony to come up from the 
Jordan.” !7Joshua therefore commanded 
the priests, saying, “Come up from the 
Jordan.” 18And it came to pass, when the 
priests who bore the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD had come from the midst of 
the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet 
touched the dry land, that the waters of the 
Jordan returned to their place ™and over- 
flowed all its banks as before. 

19Now the people came up from the Jor- 
dan on the tenth day of the first month, 
and they camped "in Gilgal on the east 
border of Jericho. 2°And cthose twelve 
stones which they took out of the Jordan, 
Joshua set up in Gilgal. 2!Then he spoke to 
the children of Israel, saying: "“When your 
children ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22then 


stopped the waters when the river was high. This is 
significant because it makes the point that a great 
miracle was involved. 

3:16 Adam. Adam was a city about 18 miles north of 
Jericho. The Sea of Arabah is another name for the 
Dead Sea, into which the Jordan flows from the north. 
The Dead Sea is the lowest place on earth, 1,286 feet 
below sea level. The phrase “Salt Sea” is added to 
the name because the sea has no outlet and loses its 
water by evaporation. The concentration of salt and 
other minerals is so high that nothing can live in it. 
4:10 the people hurried and crossed over. This is a 
flashback; 3:17 and 4:1 have already told of the cross- 
ing over. The purpose is to look back and reflect upon 
the people’s obedience. 

4:14 the Lorp exalted Joshua. God is once again 
proclaiming Joshua as the man He has chosen to take 
Moses’ place as leader of His people. 


4:16 Testimony. |n this sense, a “testimony” is a 
reminder. The ark contained the two stone tablets 
on which the Ten Commandments were written, 
reminding people of God’s covenant and His law. 

4:21-24 Fear of God—tThe Scriptures are full of 
stories of the acts God performed that built up the 
respect of the people for Him. The awesome things 
God did were told to each new generation to develop 
respect for who God is. This miracle was performed 
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you shall let your children know, saying, 
a‘Tsrael crossed over this Jordan on "dry 
land’; 23for the LORD your God dried up the 
waters of the Jordan before you until you 
had crossed over, as the LORD your God did 
to the Red Sea, ‘which He dried up before 
us until we had crossed over, 24‘that all the 
peoples of the earth may know the hand of 
the LORD, that it is “mighty, that you may 
vfear the LORD your God forever.” 


The Second Generation 


Circumcised 

So it was, when all the kings of the Am- 

orites who were on the west side of the 
Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites 
awho were by the sea, "heard that the LORD 
had dried up the waters of the Jordan from 
before the children of Israel until we* had 
crossed over, that their heart melted; cand 
there was no spirit in them any longer be- 
cause of the children of Israel. 

2At that time the LORD said to Joshua, 
“Make ¢flint knives for yourself, and cir- 
cumcise the sons of Israel again the second 
time.” 3So Joshua made flint knives for 
himself, and circumcised the sons of Israel 
at the hill of the foreskins.* 4And this is the 
reason why Joshua circumcised them: @All 
the people who came out of Egypt who were 
males, all the men of war, had died in the 
wilderness on the way, after they had come 
out of Egypt. 5For all the people who came 
out had been circumcised, but all the people 
born in the wilderness, on the way as they 
came out of Egypt, had not been circum- 
cised. 6For the children of Israel walked 
fforty years in the wilderness, till all the 
people who were men of war, who came out 
of Egypt, were consumed, because they did 
not obey the voice of the LORD—to whom 
the LORD swore that He would not show 
them the land which the LORD had sworn 
to their fathers that He would give us, "“a 
land flowing with milk and honey.”* 7Then 
Joshua circumcised ‘their sons whom He 
raised up in their place; for they were un- 
circumcised, because they had not been 
circumcised on the way. 

8So it was, when they had finished cir- 
cumcising all the people, that they stayed 
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in their places in the camp ‘till they were 
healed. 9Then the LORD said to Joshua, 
“This day I have rolled away ’the reproach 
of Egypt from you.” Therefore the name of 
the place is called 'Gilgal* to this day. 

10Now the children of Israel camped in 
Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the four- 
teenth day of the month at twilight on the 
plains of Jericho. "And they ate of the pro- 
duce of the land on the day after the Pass- 
over, unleavened bread and parched grain, 
on the very same day. !2Then "the manna 
ceased on the day after they had eaten the 
produce of the land; and the children of Is- 
rael no longer had manna, but they ate the 
food of the land of Canaan that year. 


The Commander of the Army 


of the LorD 

13And it came to pass, when Joshua 
was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and 
looked, and behold, °a Man stood opposite 
him Pwith His sword drawn in His hand. 
And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, 
“Are You for us or for our adversaries?” 

M4So He said, “No, but as Commander of 
the army of the LORD I have now come.” 

And Joshua @fell on his face to the earth 
and 'worshiped, and said to Him, “What 
does my Lord say to His servant?” 

Then the Commander of the LORD’s 
army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal 
off your foot, for the place where you stand 
is holy.” And Joshua did so. 


The Destruction of Jericho 

Now ¢Jericho was securely shut up 

because of the children of Israel; none 
went out, and none came in. 2And the 
LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given 
Jericho into your hand, its ‘king, and the 
mighty men of valor. 2You shall march 
around the city, all you men of war; you 
shall go all around the city once. This you 
shall do six days. 4And seven priests shall 


*5:1 Following Kethib; Qere, some Hebrew manu- 
scripts and editions, Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, 
and Vulgate read they. *5:3 Hebrew Gibeath 
Haaraloth *5:6 Exodus 3:8 *5:9 Literally 
Rolling 


not only for the purpose of getting the Israelites 
across the Jordan. It was also a sign to all peoples of 
the power of God. 

5:2 the second time. The generation that left Egypt 
had been circumcised. However, that generation had 
died in the wilderness and for some reason they had 
neglected to circumcise their children, the genera- 
tion which would enter the Promised Land. 

5:6 milk and honey. The land God had promised to 
Israel was no wilderness, but a land that was fertile for 
both crops and cattle, and ready to provide for them 
and supply all their needs. 

5:15 Take your sandal off. The command for Joshua 
to remove his sandal was practically identical to the 
command Moses received at the burning bush (Ex. 


3:1-6). Joshua was confronted with the living God, 
just as Moses had been (Ex. 33:9-11). 

6:3 all around the city once. The city of Jericho mea- 
sured less than half a mile in circumference, so the 
march would have been completed quickly. 
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bear seven “trumpets of rams’ horns be- 
fore the ark. But the seventh day you shall 
march around the city ¢seven times, and 
fthe priests shall blow the trumpets. 5It 
shall come to pass, when they make a long 
blast with the ram’s horn, and when you 
hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the 
people shall shout with a great shout; then 
the wall of the city will fall down flat. And 
the people shall go up every man straight 
before him.” 

6Then Joshua the son of Nun called the 
priests and said to them, “Take up the ark 
of the covenant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD.” 7And he said to the peo- 
ple, “Proceed, and march around the city, 
and let him who is armed advance before 
the ark of the LORD.” 

8So it was, when Joshua had spoken to 
the people, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the LORD advanced and blew the trumpets, 
and the ark of the covenant of the LorD fol- 
lowed them. 9The armed men went before 
the priests who blew the trumpets, and the 
rear guard came after the ark, while the 
priests continued blowing the trumpets. 
10Now Joshua had commanded the people, 
saying, “You shall not shout or make any 
noise with your voice, nor shall a word pro- 
ceed out of your mouth, until the day I say 
to you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.” 'So 
he had "the ark of the LORD circle the city, 
going around it once. Then they came into 
the camp and lodged in the camp. 

12And Joshua rose early in the morning, 
iand the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 
13Then seven priests bearing seven trum- 
pets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 
LORD went on continually and blew with 
the trumpets. And the armed men went 
before them. But the rear guard came af- 
ter the ark of the LORD, while the priests 
continued blowing the trumpets. 4And the 
second day they marched around the city 
once and returned to the camp. So they did 
six days. 

15But it came to pass on the seventh day 
that they rose early, about the dawning of 
the day, and marched around the city seven 
times in the same manner. On that day only 
they marched around the city seven times. 


16And the seventh time it happened, when 
the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua 
said to the people: “Shout, for the LORD has 
given you the city! !7Now the city shall be 
idoomed by the LorD to destruction, it and 
all who are in it. Only *Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all who are with her in 
the house, because 'she hid the messengers 
that we sent. !8And you, “by all means ab- 
stain from the accursed things, lest you 
become accursed when you take of the ac- 
cursed things, and make the camp of Israel 
a curse, "and trouble it. 19But all the silver 
and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, 
are consecrated to the LORD; they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.” 

20So the people shouted when the priests 
blew the trumpets. And it happened when 
the people heard the sound of the trum- 
pet, and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then 
the people went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they took the city. 
21And they Putterly destroyed all that was 
in the city, both man and woman, young 
and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with the 
edge of the sword. 

22But Joshua had said to the two men 
who had spied out the country, “Go into the 
harlot’s house, and from there bring out the 
woman and all that she has, ¢as you swore 
to her.” 23And the young men who had been 
spies went in and brought out Rahab, "her 
father, her mother, her brothers, and all 
that she had. So they brought out all her 
relatives and left them outside the camp of 
Israel. 24But they burned the city and all 
that was in it with fire. Only the silver and 
gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, 
they put into the treasury of the house of 
the LORD. 25And Joshua spared Rahab the 
harlot, her father’s household, and all that 
she had. So sshe dwells in Israel to this day, 
because she hid the messengers whom 
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

26Then Joshua charged them at that 
time, saying, ‘“Cursed be the man before 
the LORD who rises up and builds this city 
Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with his 
firstborn, and with his youngest he shall 
set up its gates.” 

27So the LORD was with Joshua, and his 
fame spread throughout all the country. 


6:6-21 Zeal—Crossing the Jordan marked the 
beginning step in the fulfillment of God's promise to 
give His people the land of Canaan. Immediately the 
task of conquering Jericho loomed before them. The 
Lord appeared to Joshua reminding him that God 
Himself was in charge and the presence of the Holy 
One assured victory (v. 2). The plan for Jericho's cap- 
ture was a test of Israel's zeal for the Lord and seems 
to have been designed to instill the lesson that sub- 
mission to God's directives was key to victory. How 
different Israel's history would have been if they had 
continued to carry out God's plans fully and zealously! 
God calls us to the same level of obedience today. 


6:26 Cursed ... before the LorD. Joshua's curse 
found dramatic fulfillment many centuries later when 
Hiel of Bethel laid its foundation and rebuilt its gates 
at great personal cost (1 Kin. 16:34). 
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Defeat at Ai 

But the children of Israel committed 

a “trespass regarding the accursed 
things, for ¢Achan the son of Carmi, the 
son of Zabdi,* the son of Zerah, of the tribe 
of Judah, took of the accursed things; so 
the anger of the LORD burned against the 
children of Israel. 

2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to 
Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the east 
side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, 
“Go up and spy out the country.” So the 
men went up and spied out Ai. 3And they 
returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not 
let all the people go up, but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and attack Ai. 
Do not weary all the people there, for the 
people of Aiare few.” 4So about three thou- 
sand men went up there from the people, 
dbut they fled before the men of Ai. 5And 
the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six 
men, for they chased them from before the 
gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them 
down on the descent; therefore ethe hearts 
of the people melted and became like wa- 
ter, 

6Then Joshua ‘tore his clothes, and fell 
to the earth on his face before the ark of 
the LORD until evening, he and the elders 
of Israel; and they £put dust on their heads. 
7And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord Gob, "why 
have You brought this people over the Jor- 
dan at all—to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had 
been content, and dwelt on the other side of 
the Jordan! 8O Lord, what shall I say when 
Israel turns its back before its enemies? 
9For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants 
of the land will hear it, and surround us, 
and icut off our name from the earth. Then 
jiwhat will You do for Your great name?” 


The Sin of Achan 

10So the LorD said to Joshua: “Get up! 
Why do you lie thus on your face? !Js- 
rael has sinned, and they have also trans- 
gressed My covenant which I commanded 
them. &For they have even taken some of 
the accursed things, and have both stolen 
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and ‘deceived; and they have also put it 
among their own stuff. 12™Therefore the 
children of Israel could not stand before 
their enemies, but turned their backs be- 
fore their enemies, because "they have be- 
come doomed to destruction. Neither will 
I be with you anymore, unless you destroy 
the accursed from among you. Get up, 
osanctify the people, and say, »‘Sanctify 
yourselves for tomorrow, because thus 
says the LORD God of Israel: “There is an 
accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you 
cannot stand before your enemies until you 
take away the accursed thing from among 
you.” 4Jn the morning therefore you shall 
be brought according to your tribes. And 
it shall be that the tribe which ¢the LORD 
takes shall come according to families; 
and the family which the LORD takes shall 
come by households; and the household 
which the LORD takes shall come man by 
man. !5rThen it shall be that he who is tak- 
en with the accursed thing shall be burned 
with fire, he and all that he has, because 
he has ‘transgressed the covenant of the 
LORD, and because he thas done a dis- 
graceful thing in Israel.’” 

16So Joshua rose early in the morning 
and brought Israel by their tribes, and the 
tribe of Judah was taken. !7He brought the 
clan of Judah, and he took the family of 
the Zarhites; and he brought the family of 
the Zarhites man by man, and Zabdi was 
taken. 18Then he brought his household 
man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the 
tribe of Judah, “was taken. 

19Now Joshua said to Achan, “My son, 
I beg you, vgive glory to the LORD God of 
Israel, wand make confession to Him, and 
xtell me now what you have done; do not 
hide it from me.” 

20And Achan answered Joshua and said, 
“Indeed »I have sinned against the LORD 
God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 
21When I saw among the spoils a beautiful 
Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels 


*7:1 Called Zimriin 1 Chronicles 2:6 


7:6-9 Suffering—Joshua’s prayer was one of 
despair. Why had God allowed their defeat? When- 
ever tragedy strikes it is hard to understand why 
God allowed it to happen to us. In this case it is 
clearly explained. Achan had greedily taken what 
was banned by God. Through his sin the whole camp 
was guilty of deception and thievery. There are other 
reasons, not related to sin, for God’s permission of 
tragedy. Sometimes people suffer in order to fulfill a 
sovereign purpose not immediately apparent. 

7:9 Your great name. Joshua is aware that there is an 
even larger issue at stake: God's reputation. 

7:10-15 Israel has sinned. God had consistent 
standards for both Israel and the Canaanites. He had 
ordered Israel to destroy Canaan because of their sin. 
He could not allow Israel to accommodate sin and 
corruption, even that of only one man. 


7:13 until you take away. The relationship between 
obedience and blessing is well illustrated here. Israel 
would have no further successes until the sin had 
been uncovered. 

7:19 give glory to the Lorp ... tell me now what you 
have done. We too dishonor the Lord when we hide 
our sins, and we honor Him when we confess them. 
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of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty 
shekels, I coveted them and took them. And 
there they are, hidden in the earth in the 
midst of my tent, with the silver under it.” 

22So Joshua sent messengers, and they 
ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden 
in his tent, with the silver under it. 23And 
they took them from the midst of the tent, 
brought them to Joshua and to all the chil- 
dren of Israel, and laid them out before the 
LorRD. 24Then Joshua, and all Israel with 
him, took Achan the son of Zerah, the sil- 
ver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his 
sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, 
his sheep, his tent, and Zall that he had, and 
they brought them to ¢the Valley of Achor. 
25And Joshua said, >“Why have you trou- 
bled us? The LORD will trouble you this 
day.” ¢So all Israel stoned him with stones; 
and they burned them with fire after they 
had stoned them with stones. 

26Then they ¢raised over him a great 
heap of stones, still there to this day. So 
ethe LORD turned from the fierceness of 
His anger. Therefore the name of that place 
has been called ‘the Valley of Achor* to this 
day. 


The Fall of Ai 

Now the LorD said to Joshua: @“Do not 

be afraid, nor be dismayed; take all the 
people of war with you, and arise, go up 
to Ai. See, >I have given into your hand 
the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his 
land. 2And you shall do to Ai and its king 
as you did to ‘Jericho and its king. Only 4its 
spoil and its cattle you shall take as booty 
for yourselves. Lay an ambush for the city 
behind it.” 

3So Joshua arose, and all the people of 
war, to go up against Ai; and Joshua chose 
thirty thousand mighty men of valor and 
sent them away by night. 4And he com- 
manded them, saying: “Behold, ¢you shall 
lie in ambush against the city, behind the 
city. Do not go very far from the city, but all 
of you be ready. 5Then I and all the people 
who are with me will approach the city; 


and it will come about, when they come out 
against us as at the first, that we shall flee 
before them. ®For they will come out after 
us till we have drawn them from the city, 
for they will say, ‘They are fleeing before 
us as at the first.’ Therefore we will flee 
before them. 7Then you shall rise from the 
ambush and seize the city, for the LORD 
your God will deliver it into your hand. 
8And it will be, when you have taken the 
city, that you shall set the city on fire. Ac- 
cording to the commandment of the LORD 
you shall do. See, I have commanded you.” 

SJoshua therefore sent them out; and 
they went to lie in ambush, and stayed be- 
tween Bethel and Ai, on the west side of 
Ai; but Joshua lodged that night among 
the people. !°Then Joshua rose up early 
in the morning and mustered the people, 
and went up, he and the elders of Israel, 
before the people to Ai. And all the peo- 
ple of war who were with him went up and 
drew near; and they came before the city 
and camped on the north side of Ai. Now 
a valley lay between them and Ai. 12So he 
took about five thousand men and set them 
in ambush between Bethel and Ai, on the 
west side of the city. 3And when they had 
set the people, all the army that was on the 
north of the city, and its rear guard on the 
west of the city, Joshua went that night into 
the midst of the valley. 

M4Now it happened, when the king of Ai 
saw it, that the men of the city hurried and 
rose early and went out against Israel to 
battle, he and all his people, at an appoint- 
ed place before the plain. But he ‘did not 
know that there was an ambush against 
him behind the city. And Joshua and all 
Israel imade as if they were beaten before 
them, and fled by the way of the wilder- 
ness. 16So all the people who were in Ai 
were called together to pursue them. And 
they pursued Joshua and were drawn away 
from the city. !17There was not a man left in 
Aior Bethel who did not go out after Israel. 


* 7:26 Literally Trouble 


7:25 stoned him with stones. Achan and all that he 
had were brought out and stoned. This seems like a 
severe punishment and one that is hard to under- 
stand. But it illustrated God’s firm insistence on 
holiness. God could not tolerate the sin Achan had 
committed and He had to deal with him. It is a sober- 
ing thought for us, to remember that often our sins 
do not affect only ourselves, they also cause others to 
stumble and fall. We deserve punishment as severe 
as Achan’s, but Jesus Christ took over our penalty and 
through His blood we can be reconciled to God. 

8:1 Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed. The sins of 
Achan had broken the special relationship God had 
established with His people, but God had not aban- 
doned them. 

8:7 the Lorp your God will deliver it into your hand. 
Israel was completely dependent on God for their 
success. 


8:12-17 Wisdom—The name Ai means “ruin” or 
“heap.” Unlike Jericho, Ai was not a walled city, to Is- 
rael it was just a rubble heap. It looked so easy, espe- 
cially after their resounding victory at Jericho, that 
they set out to attack without asking for the Lord’s 
direction. In facing tasks that seem well within our 
powers, we also often forget to ask for the Lord’s help. 
Wisdom in the believer's life demands persistence in 
depending on the Lord’s strength and direction in lit- 
tle problems as well as the big ones. 
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So they left the city open and pursued Is- 
rael. 

18Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stretch 
out the spear that is in your hand toward 
Ai, for I will give it into your hand.” And 
Joshua stretched out the spear that was in 
his hand toward the city. 18So those in am- 
bush arose quickly out of their place; they 
ran as soon as he had stretched out his 
hand, and they entered the city and took 
it, and hurried to set the city on fire. 29And 
when the men of Ai looked behind them, 
they saw, and behold, the smoke of the city 
ascended to heaven. So they had no power 
to flee this way or that way, and the people 
who had fled to the wilderness turned back 
on the pursuers. 

21INow when Joshua and all Israel saw 
that the ambush had taken the city and 
that the smoke of the city ascended, they 
turned back and struck down the men of 
Ai. 22Then the others came out of the city 
against them; so they were caught in the 
midst of Israel, some on this side and some 
on that side. And they struck them down, 
so that they “let none of them remain or es- 
cape. 28But the king of Ai they took alive, 
and brought him to Joshua. 

24And it came to pass when Israel had 
made an end of slaying all the inhabitants 
of Ai in the field, in the wilderness where 
they pursued them, and when they all had 
fallen by the edge of the sword until they 
were consumed, that all the Israelites re- 
turned to Ai and struck it with the edge of 
the sword. 25So it was that all who fell that 
day, both men and women, were twelve 
thousand—all the people of Ai. 26For Joshua 
did not draw back his hand, with which he 
stretched out the spear, until he had ‘utterly 
destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 27™Only 
the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel 
took as booty for themselves, according to 
the word of the LORD which He had "com- 
manded Joshua. 28So Joshua burned Ai and 
made it °a heap forever, a desolation to this 
day. 29»And the king of Ai he hanged on a 
tree until evening. “And as soon as the sun 
was down, Joshua commanded that they 
should take his corpse down from the tree, 
cast it at the entrance of the gate of the city, 
and ‘raise over it a great heap of stones that 
remains to this day. 


Joshua Renews the Covenant 
30Now Joshua built an altar to the LORD 
God of Israel sin Mount Ebal, 3!as Moses 
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the servant of the LORD had commanded 
the children of Israel, as it is written in 
the Book of the Law of Moses: ““an altar 
of whole stones over which no man has 
wielded an iron tool.”* And they offered 
on it burnt offerings to the LORD, and sac- 
rificed peace offerings. 32And there, in the 
presence of the children of Israel, vhe wrote 
on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, 
which he had written. 33Then all Israel, 
with their elders and officers and judges, 
stood on either side of the ark before the 
priests, the Levites, ~who bore the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD, xthe stranger 
as well as he who was born among them. 
Half of them were in front of Mount Ge- 
rizim and half of them in front of Mount 
Ebal, Yas Moses the servant of the LORD 
had commanded before, that they should 
bless the people of Israel. 34And afterward 
zhe read all the words of the law, ¢the bless- 
ings and the cursings, according to all that 
is written in the >Book of the Law. 35There 
was not a word of all that Moses had com- 
manded which Joshua did not read before 
all the assembly of Israel, with the women, 
the little ones, ¢and the strangers who were 
living among them. 


The Treaty with the Gibeonites 

And it came to pass when 2all the kings 

who were on this side of the Jordan, 
in the hills and in the lowland and in all 
the coasts of >the Great Sea toward Leb- 
anon—the Hittite, the Amorite, the Ca- 
naanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 
Jebusite—heard about it, 2that they ¢4gath- 
ered together to fight with Joshua and Is- 
rael with one accord. 

3But when the inhabitants of eGibeon 
fheard what Joshua had done to Jericho 
and Ai, 4they worked craftily, and went 
and pretended to be ambassadors. And 
they took old sacks on their donkeys, old 
wineskins torn and mended, 5old and 
patched sandals on their feet, and old gar- 
ments on themselves; and all the bread of 
their provision was dry and moldy. And 
they went to Joshua, sto the camp at Gilgal, 
and said to him and to the men of Israel, 
“We have come from a far country; now 
therefore, make a covenant with us.” 

7Then the men of Israel said to the "Hi- 
vites, “Perhaps you dwell among us; so 
ihow can we make a covenant with you?” 


* 8:31 Deuteronomy 27:5, 6 


9:3 Gibeon. Gibeon was relatively close to Ai, and 
about five miles northwest of Jerusalem. 

9:6 We have come from a far country. |srael was 
allowed to make treaties with cities that were far 
away (Ex. 34:11-12; Deut. 20:10-18). If the Gibeonites 
had been telling the truth, a treaty with them would 
have been permissible. 
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8But they said to Joshua, i“We are your 
servants.” 

And Joshua said to them, “Who are you, 
and where do you come from?” 

9So they said to him: ?“From a very far 
country your servants have come, because 
of the name of the LORD your God; for we 
have ‘heard of His fame, and all that He did 
in Egypt, !and ™all that He did to the two 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond 
the Jordan—to Sihon king of Heshbon, and 
Og king of Bashan, who was at Ashtaroth. 
11Therefore our elders and all the inhab- 
itants of our country spoke to us, saying, 
‘Take provisions with you for the journey, 
and go to meet them, and say to them, “We 
are your servants; now therefore, make a 
covenant with us.”’ !2This bread of ours we 
took hot for our provision from our houses 
on the day we departed to come to you. But 
now look, it is dry and moldy. 13And these 
wineskins which we filled were new, and 
see, they are torn; and these our garments 
and our sandals have become old because 
of the very long journey.” 

4Then the men of Israel took some 
of their provisions; "but they did not ask 
counsel of the LORD. So Joshua °made 
peace with them, and made a covenant 
with them to let them live; and the rulers of 
the congregation swore to them. 

16And it happened at the end of three 
days, after they had made a covenant with 
them, that they heard that they were their 
neighbors who dwelt near them. !7Then the 
children of Israel journeyed and came to 
their cities on the third day. Now their cit- 
ies were PGibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and 
Kirjath Jearim. 18But the children of Israel 
did not attack them, “because the rulers of 
the congregation had sworn to them by the 
LORD God of Israel. And all the congrega- 
tion complained against the rulers. 

19Then all the rulers said to all the con- 
gregation, “We have sworn to them by the 
LORD God of Israel; now therefore, we may 
not touch them. 2°This we will do to them: 
We will let them live, lest "wrath be upon 
us because of the oath which we swore to 
them.” 21And the rulers said to them, “Let 
them live, but let them be swoodcutters and 


water carriers for all the congregation, as 
the rulers had tpromised them.” 

22Then Joshua called for them, and he 
spoke to them, saying, “Why have you de- 
ceived us, saying, ““We are very far from 
you,’ when vyou dwell near us? 23Now 
therefore, you are “cursed, and none of 
you shall be freed from being slaves— 
woodcutters and water carriers for the 
house of my God.” 

24So they answered Joshua and said, 
“Because your servants were clearly told 
that the LORD your God *commanded His 
servant Moses to give you all the land, and 
to destroy all the inhabitants of the land 
from before you; therefore Ywe were very 
much afraid for our lives because of you, 
and have done this thing. 25And now, here 
we are, Zin your hands; do with us as it 
seems good and right to do to us.” 26So he 
did to them, and delivered them out of the 
hand of the children of Israel, so that they 
did not kill them. 27And that day Joshua 
made them ¢woodcutters and water carri- 
ers for the congregation and for the altar 
of the LORD, »in the place which He would 
choose, even to this day. 


The Sun Stands Still 
1 0 Now it came to pass when Adoni- 
Zedek king of Jerusalem “heard 
how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly 
destroyed it—cas he had done to Jericho 
and its king, so he had done to ¢Ai and its 
king—and ¢how the inhabitants of Gibeon 
had made peace with Israel and were 
among them, 2that they ‘feared greatly, be- 
cause Gibeon was a great city, like one of 
the royal cities, and because it was great- 
er than Ai, and all its men were mighty. 
3Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusa- 
lem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram 
king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, 
and Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4“Come 
up to me and help me, that we may attack 
Gibeon, for sit has made peace with Joshua 
and with the children of Israel.” >Therefore 
the five kings of the "Amorites, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king 
of Eglon, ‘gathered together and went up, 


9:14 did not ask counsel of the Lorb. Significantly, 
the Israelites did not ask God's advice about making 
peace with the Gibeonites, contrary to God’s explicit 
instructions to Joshua (Num. 27:21). 

9:18 Questioning—The congregation rose up and 
complained to their leaders about making the treaty 
with Gibeon because they knew the leaders had not 
consulted the Lord. There is a time to confront lead- 
ers, specifically when they sin or when they act in 
their own wisdom without asking for God's direction. 
When the leaders appear to be traveling down the 
wrong path, the people can always ask respectfully, 
“Have you consulted the Lord about this? Did you get 
an answer?” 

9:20 the oath which we swore. Oath taking and 
swearing was serious business. To take an oath was 


to give a sacred and unbreakable promise to do a 
certain thing. Because of the unbreakable nature of 
an oath, the covenant the Israelites made with the 
Gibeonites could not be revoked, even though it was 
obtained under false pretenses. 
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they and all their armies, and camped be- 
fore Gibeon and made war against it. 

6And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua 
at the camp iat Gilgal, saying, “Do not for- 
sake your servants; come up to us quickly, 
save us and help us, for all the kings of the 
Amorites who dwell in the mountains have 
gathered together against us.” 

7So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and 
kall the people of war with him, and all the 
mighty men of valor. 8And the LORD said 
to Joshua, '“Do not fear them, for I have 
delivered them into your hand; “not a man 
of them shall "stand before you.” 9Joshua 
therefore came upon them suddenly, hav- 
ing marched all night from Gilgal. 19So 
the LORD °’routed them before Israel, killed 
them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
chased them along the road that goes ?to 
Beth Horon, and struck them down as 
far as 4Azekah and Makkedah. And it 
happened, as they fled before Israel and 
were on the descent of Beth Horon, ‘that 
the LorD cast down large hailstones from 
heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they 
died. There were more who died from the 
hailstones than the children of Israel killed 
with the sword. 

122Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the 
day when the LORD delivered up the Am- 
orites before the children of Israel, and he 
said in the sight of Israel: 


s“Sun, stand still over Gibeon; 
And Moon, in the Valley of tAijalon.” 
13 So the sun stood still, 
And the moon stopped, 
Till the people had revenge 
Upon their enemies. 


uJs this not written in the Book of Jasher? 
So the sun stood still in the midst of heav- 
en, and did not hasten to go down for about 
a whole day. And there has been Yno day 
like that, before it or after it, that the LORD 
heeded the voice of a man; for “the LORD 
fought for Israel. 

15xThen Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with him, to the camp at Gilgal. 
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The Amorite Kings Executed 

16But these five kings had fled and hid- 
den themselves in a cave at Makkedah. 
17And it was told Joshua, saying, “The five 
kings have been found hidden in the cave 
at Makkedah.” 

18S0 Joshua said, “Roll large stones 
against the mouth of the cave, and set men 
by it to guard them. !8And do not stay there 
yourselves, but pursue your enemies, and 
attack their rear guard. Do not allow them 
to enter their cities, for the LORD your God 
has delivered them into your hand.” 2°Then 
it happened, while Joshua and the children 
of Israel made an end of slaying them with 
a very great slaughter, till they had fin- 
ished, that those who escaped entered for- 
tified cities. 21And all the people returned to 
the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah, in peace. 

YNo one moved his tongue against any of 
the children of Israel. 

22Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of 
the cave, and bring out those five kings to 
me from the cave.” 23And they did so, and 
brought out those five kings to him from 
the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king 
of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of 
Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 

24So it was, when they brought out those 
kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all 
the men of Israel, and said to the captains 
of the men of war who went with him, 
“Come near, put your feet on the necks of 
these kings.” And they drew near and Zput 
their feet on their necks. 25Then Joshua 
said to them, “Do not be afraid, nor be dis- 
mayed; be strong and of good courage, for 
bthus the LORD will do to all your enemies 
against whom you fight.” 26And afterward 
Joshua struck them and killed them, and 
hanged them on five trees; and they “were 
hanging on the trees until evening. 27So it 
was at the time of the going down of the 
sun that Joshua commanded, and they 
atook them down from the trees, cast them 
into the cave where they had been hidden, 
and laid large stones against the cave’s 
mouth, which remain until this very day. 


10:10 the Lorp routed them. Despite Joshua’s pres- 
ence with his warriors, it was God who gave the vic- 
tory, and God who received the credit. 

10:13 the Book of Jasher. This piece of literature is 
mentioned again in 2 Samuel 1:18, confirming what 
is said here. Nothing else is known of the Book of 
Jasher; it is not part of the Bible, and no known por- 
tion of it has survived. 

10:14 the Lorp heeded the voice of a man. Any 
person can gain God's attention in prayer. God may 
answer our pleas by saying no, but we can be certain 
that He always listens and answers. This incident was 
remembered as being like no other because God said 
yes to a request which He otherwise always answers 
no: He actually stopped time to allow the Israelites to 
finish the battle. 

10:24 put your feet on the necks of these kings. 
Putting one’s foot ona slain enemy was a declaration 


of victory. In Psalm 110:1 the Lord said, “I [will] make 
Your enemies Your footstool” (see also Ps. 8:6). God 
also speaks of placing Jesus’ enemies under His feet 
(1 Cor. 15:25-27). Ancient sculptures show Assyrian 
kings doing this to their vanquished enemies. 

10:25 be strong and of good courage. Joshua 
encourages the people with the same words God 
used to encourage him (1:6,9; 10:8). God’s words, 
written for us in the Bible, are the best form of 
encouragement we could have. 
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Conquest of the Southland 

28On that day Joshua took Makkedah, 
and struck it and its king with the edge of 
the sword. He utterly ¢destroyed them*— 
all the people who were in it. He let none re- 
main. He also did to the king of Makkedah 
fas he had done to the king of Jericho. 

29Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, 
and all Israel with him, to ¢Libnah; and they 
fought against Libnah. 30And the LORD also 
delivered it and its king into the hand of 
Israel; he struck it and all the people who 
were in it with the edge of the sword. He let 
none remain in it, but did to its king as he 
had done to the king of Jericho. 

31Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and 
all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they 
encamped against it and fought against it. 
32And the LORD delivered Lachish into the 
hand of Israel, who took it on the second 
day, and struck it and all the people who 
were in it with the edge of the sword, ac- 
cording to all that he had done to Libnah. 
33Then Horam king of Gezer came up to 
help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and 
his people, until he left him none remain- 
ing. 

34From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, 
and all Israel with him; and they encamped 
against it and fought against it. 55They 
took it on that day and struck it with the 
edge of the sword; all the people who were 
in it he utterly destroyed that day, accord- 
ing to all that he had done to Lachish. 

36So Joshua went up from Eglon, and 
all Israel with him, to "Hebron; and they 
fought against it. 37And they took it and 
struck it with the edge of the sword—its 
king, all its cities, and all the people who 
were in it; he left none remaining, accord- 
ing to all that he had done to Eglon, but 
utterly destroyed it and all the people who 
were in it. 

38Then Joshua returned, and all Is- 
rael with him, to ‘Debir; and they fought 


against it. 38And he took it and its king and 
allits cities; they struck them with the edge 
of the sword and utterly destroyed all the 
people who were in it. He left none remain- 
ing; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to 
Debir and its king, as he had done also to 
Libnah and its king. 

40So Joshua conquered all the land: the 
jmountain country and the South* and the 
lowland and the wilderness slopes, and “all 
their kings; he left none remaining, but 
lutterly destroyed all that breathed, as the 
LORD God of Israel had commanded. 41And 
Joshua conquered them from ™Kadesh 
Barnea as far as "Gaza, °and all the coun- 
try of Goshen, even as far as Gibeon. 42All 
these kings and their land Joshua took at 
one time, Pbecause the LORD God of Israel 
fought for Israel. 42Then Joshua returned, 
and all Israel with him, to the camp at 
Gilgal. 


The Northern Conquest 
1 And it came to pass, when Jabin king 
of Hazor heard these things, that he 
agent to Jobab king of Madon, to the king 
bof Shimron, to the king of Achshaph, 2and 
to the kings who were from the north, in 
the mountains, in the plain south of ¢Chin- 
neroth, in the lowland, and in the heights 
dof Dor on the west, to the Canaanites in 
the east and in the west, the eAmorite, the 
Hittite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite in the 
mountains, fand the Hivite below :Hermon 
hin the land of Mizpah. 4So they went out, 
they and all their armies with them, as 
many people ‘as the sand that is on the sea- 
shore in multitude, with very many horses 
and chariots. 5And when all these kings 


* 10:28 Following Masoretic Text and most author- 
ities; many Hebrew manuscripts, some manu- 
scripts of the Septuagint, and some manuscripts of 
the Targum readit. *10:40 Hebrew Negev, and 
so throughout this book 


10:30 the Lorp. Here again we are reminded that 
the Lord was Israel’s warrior. As He fought for them, 
we too can trust Him fully to fight for us. Indeed, He 
fought the ultimate fight for us on the cross, to set us 
free from death forever. We can also trust Him to be 
with us in the day-to-day fight against evil and sin. 

10:28-43 Fervor—All of Israel was zealous to do 
just as the Lord commanded, and the success they 
experienced was attributed to the Lord. But how can 
such destruction be regarded as honoring to God? 
The Bible gives reasons for the wiping out of these 
peoples, and these reasons are in accord with the 
tenor of the whole Bible. The Canaanites were guilty 
of extreme wickedness (Deut. 7:2-11; 20:16-18). God 
is completely holy, and He therefore cannot tolerate 
sin. Sin must be judged. He is also patient. For many 
years the Canaanite sin did not justify annihilation. 
But that time did arrive, and it came in the time of 
Joshua. Israel was a tool in the hand of God to judge 
the wickedness of those nations. Leviticus 18 is a grue- 
some list of their evil actions, including incest, adul- 
tery, child sacrifice, homosexuality, and bestiality. The 


Canaanites brought God's judgment on themselves 
by their own sins. Canaan was not destroyed without 
plenty of warning. God is never unjust. They were a 
thoroughly debased society, hostile to all God's ways 
(Deut. 9:4—5). The most sobering reflection is that 
now, today, many of those wicked sins listed in Levit- 
icus 18 are present in our society. God’s judgment in 
the last day will be complete indeed. 

11:4 very many horses and chariots. In this time in 
history, horses were used for pulling chariots which 
accompanied the infantry and carried a rider with a 
bow or a supply of spears. The enemy of Israel came 
well armed and with many soldiers to fight—but 
it made no difference. Again God defeated Israel's 


10:28 ¢ Deut. 7:2, 16 fJosh.6:21  10:299 Josh. 15:42; 
21:13 10:36" Josh. 14:13-15; 15:13 10:38/Josh. 
15:15 10:40/Deut. 1:7 «Deut. 7:24 !Deut. 20:16, 

17 10:41" Deut. 9:23 "Gen. 10:19 ° Josh. 11:16; 15:51 
10:42? Josh. 10:14 11:1 2Josh. 10:3 ® Josh. 19:15 
11:2¢©Num. 34:11 4Josh. 17:11 11:3 Josh. 9:1 fJudg. 
3:3, 5 9 Josh. 11:17; 13:5, 11 Gen. 31:49 11:4/Judg. 7:12 


had met together, they came and camped 
together at the waters of Merom to fight 
against Israel. 

6But the LORD said to Joshua, i“Do not 
be afraid because of them, for tomorrow 
about this time I will deliver all of them 
slain before Israel. You shall khamstring 
their horses and burn their chariots with 
fire.” 7So Joshua and all the people of war 
with him came against them suddenly by 
the waters of Merom, and they attacked 
them. 8And the LoRD delivered them into 
the hand of Israel, who defeated them and 
chased them to Greater 'Sidon, to the Brook 
mMisrephoth,* and to the Valley of Mizpah 
eastward; they attacked them until they 
left none of them remaining. 9So Joshua 
did to them as the LORD had told him: he 
hamstrung their horses and burned their 
chariots with fire. 

10Joshua turned back at that time and 
took Hazor, and struck its king with the 
sword; for Hazor was formerly the head of 
all those kingdoms. !!And they struck all 
the people who were in it with the edge of 
the sword, "utterly destroying them. There 
was none left “breathing. Then he burned 
Hazor with fire. 

12S0 all the cities of those kings, and all 
their kings, Joshua took and struck with 
the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed 
them, Pas Moses the servant of the LORD 
had commanded. !8But as for the cities 
that stood on their mounds,* Israel burned 
none of them, except Hazor only, which 
Joshua burned. 4And all the ¢spoil of 
these cities and the livestock, the children 
of Israel took as booty for themselves; but 
they struck every man with the edge of the 
sword until they had destroyed them, and 
they left none breathing. 15"As the LoRD 
had commanded Moses His servant, so 
sMoses commanded Joshua, and ‘so Josh- 
ua did. He left nothing undone of all that 
the LORD had commanded Moses. 


Summary of Joshua’s Conquests 
16Thus Joshua took all this land: “the 

mountain country, all the South, vall 

the land of Goshen, the lowland, and the 
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Jordan plain*—the mountains of Israel 
and its lowlands, !7”from Mount Halak 
and the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal 
Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount 
Hermon. He captured <all their kings, and 
struck them down and killed them. !8Josh- 
ua made war a long time with all those 
kings. 19There was not a city that made 
peace with the children of Israel, except 
ythe Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. All 
the others they took in battle. 2°For zit was 
of the LorD to harden their hearts, that 
they should come against Israel in battle, 
that He might utterly destroy them, and 
that they might receive no mercy, but that 
He might destroy them, “as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 

21And at that time Joshua came and cut 
off the Anakim from the mountains: from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all 
the mountains of Judah, and from all the 
mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly de- 
stroyed them with their cities. 22None of 
the Anakim were left in the land of the 
children of Israel; they remained only ¢in 
Gaza, in Gath, ¢dand in Ashdod. 

23So0 Joshua took the whole land, eac- 
cording to all that the LORD had said to Mo- 
ses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to 
Israel faccording to their divisions by their 
tribes. Then the land “rested from war. 


The Kings Conquered by Moses 
1 2 These are the kings of the land whom 
the children of Israel defeated, and 
whose land they possessed on the other 
side of the Jordan toward the rising of the 
sun, ¢from the River Arnon >to Mount Her- 
mon, and all the eastern Jordan plain: 2One 
king was ©Sihon king of the Amorites, who 
dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, 
from Aroer, which is on the bank of the 
River Arnon, from the middle of that riv- 
er, even as far as the River Jabbok, which 
is the border of the Ammonites, 3and ¢the 
eastern Jordan plain from the Sea of Chin- 
neroth as far as the Sea of the Arabah (the 


*11:8 Hebrew Misrephoth Maim * 11:13 Hebrew 
tel, a heap of successive city ruins 


* 11:16 Hebrew arabah 


enemy. God limited the size of the Israelite army so 
they would not be depending on military strength, 
but rather on Him. 

11:8 Greater Sidon, to the Brook Misrephoth. Great 
Sidon was a Phoenician city on the Mediterranean 
coast, and Misrephoth was south of it. The defeat of 
the Canaanites described here shows them fleeing in 
all directions. 

11:16— 12:24 Zeal—Joshua and the people served 
as the instruments of divine justice and fulfilled the 
word spoken to Moses concerning the gift of the 
land of Canaan. The list of the defeated kings who 
had banded together against Israel bears testimony 
to the zeal of Israel for God and the obedience and 
faithfulness of Joshua. As Christians we can eagerly 
anticipate the final outcome of world history, when 


the “kingdoms of this world have become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ” (Rev. 11:15). 

11:20 to harden their hearts. The people whose 
hearts God hardened were not good people, but 
people already committed to doing evil. 
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Salt Sea), ¢the road to Beth Jeshimoth, and 
southward below /fthe slopes of Pisgah. 
4The other king was 2Og king of Bashan 
and his territory, who was of "the remnant 
of the giants, ‘who dwelt at Ashtaroth and 
at Edrei, 5and reigned over iMount Her- 
mon, Rover Salcah, over all Bashan, !as 
far as the border of the Geshurites and the 
Maachathites, and over half of Gilead to 
the border of Sihon king of Heshbon. 
6mThese Moses the servant of the LORD 
and the children of Israel had conquered; 
and "Moses the servant of the LORD had 
given it as a possession to the Reubenites, 
the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh. 


The Kings Conquered by Joshua 

7And these are the kings of the country 
owhich Joshua and the children of Israel 
conquered on this side of the Jordan, on the 
west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Leba- 
non as far as Mount Halak and the ascent 
to PSeir, which Joshua ¢gave to the tribes 
of Israel as a possession according to their 
divisions, 8"in the mountain country, in the 
lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, 
in the wilderness, and in the South—sthe 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: 
9tthe king of Jericho, one; “the king of Ai, 
which is beside Bethel, one; !°vthe king of 
Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 
Uthe king of Jarmuth, one; the king of La- 
chish, one; !2the king of Eglon, one; vthe 
king of Gezer, one; the king of Debir, 
one; the king of Geder, one; “the king of 
Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; !5ythe 
king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, 
one; 16zthe king of Makkedah, one; ¢the 
king of Bethel, one; !7the king of Tappuah, 
one; >the king of Hepher, one; !8the king 
of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 
19the king of Madon, one; cthe king of 
Hazor, one; 2°the king of 4Shimron Meron, 
one; the king of Achshaph, one; 2!the king 
of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 
22ethe king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jok- 
neam in Carmel, one; 23the king of Dor in 
the fheights of Dor, one; the king of the 
people of Gilgal, one; 24the king of Tirzah, 
one—“all the kings, thirty-one. 


Remaining Land to Be Conquered 
1 Now Joshua ¢was old, advanced in 
years. And the LORD said to him: “You 


are old, advanced in years, and there re- 
mains very much land yet to be possessed. 
2bThis is the land that yet remains: call the 
territory of the Philistines and all ¢that of 
the Geshurites, 3efrom Sihor, which is east 
of Egypt, as far as the border of Ekron 
northward (which is counted as Canaan- 
ite); the ffive lords of the Philistines—the 
Gazites, the Ashdodites, the Ashkelonites, 
the Gittites, and the Ekronites; also sthe 
Avites; 4from the south, all the land of 
the Canaanites, and Mearah that belongs 
to the Sidonians "as far as Aphek, to the 
border of ‘the Amorites; 5the land of ithe 
Gebalites,* and all Lebanon, toward the 
sunrise, *from Baal Gad below Mount 
Hermon as far as the entrance to Hamath; 
6all the inhabitants of the mountains from 
Lebanon as far as 'the Brook Misrephoth,* 
and all the Sidonians—them "I will drive 
out from before the children of Israel; only 
ndivide it by lot to Israel as an inheritance, 
as Ihave commanded you. 7Now therefore, 
divide this land as an inheritance to the 
nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.” 


The Land Divided East 


of the Jordan 

8With the other half-tribe the Reubenites 
and the Gadites received their inheritance, 
owhich Moses had given them, Pbeyond 
the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant 
of the LORD had given them: 9from Aroer 
which is on the bank of the River Arnon, 
and the town that is in the midst of the ra- 
vine, ¢and all the plain of Medeba as far as 
Dibon; !9rall the cities of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, as far 
as the border of the children of Ammon; 
UsGilead, and the border of the Geshur- 
ites and Maachathites, all Mount Hermon, 
and all Bashan as far as Salcah; !2all the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan, who reigned in 
Ashtaroth and Edrei, who remained of ‘the 
remnant of the giants; “for Moses had de- 
feated and cast out these. 

13Nevertheless the children of Israel 
vdid not drive out the Geshurites or the 
Maachathites, but the Geshurites and the 
Maachathites dwell among the Israelites 
until this day. 

M4wOnly to the tribe of Levi he had given 


* 13:5 Or Giblites 
Maim 


* 13:6 Hebrew Misrephoth 


13:14 to the tribe of Levi he had given no inheri- 
tance. Originally, the tribe of Levi was sentenced to 
be landless because of Levi's violent behavior (Gen. 
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no inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD 
God of Israel made by fire are their inheri- 
tance, *as He said to them. 


The Land of Reuben 

lsyAnd Moses had given to the tribe of 
the children of Reuben an inheritance ac- 
cording to their families. !6Their territory 
was 2from Aroer, which is on the bank of 
the River Arnon, and the city that is in the 
midst of the ravine, “and all the plain by 
Medeba; !7¢Heshbon and all its cities that 
are in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal, Beth 
Baal Meon, 18¢4Jahaza, Kedemoth, Meph- 
aath, !eKirjathaim, /Sibmah, Zereth Sha- 
har on the mountain of the valley, 2°Beth 
Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth 
Jeshimoth— 21hall the cities of the plain 
and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the 
Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, ‘whom 
Moses had struck ‘with the princes of Mid- 
ian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who 
were princes of Sihon dwelling in the coun- 
try. 22The children of Israel also killed with 
the sword ®Balaam the son of Beor, the 
soothsayer, among those who were killed 
by them. 23And the border of the children 
of Reuben was the bank of the Jordan. This 
was the inheritance of the children of Reu- 
ben according to their families, the cities 
and their villages. 


The Land of Gad 

24IMoses also had given an inheritance 
to the tribe of Gad, to the children of Gad 
according to their families. 25”Their terri- 
tory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, 
nand half the land of the Ammonites as far 
as Aroer, which is before °Rabbah, 26and 
from Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah and Bet- 
onim, and from Mahanaim to the border 
of Debir, 27and in the valley pBeth Haram, 
Beth Nimrah, ¢Succoth, and Zaphon, the 
rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Hesh- 
bon, with the Jordan as its border, as far as 
the edge "of the Sea of Chinnereth, on the 
other side of the Jordan eastward. 28This 
is the inheritance of the children of Gad 
according to their families, the cities and 
their villages. 


Joshua 14:6 @ 
Half the Tribe of Manasseh (East) 


29sMoses also had given an inheritance 
to half the tribe of Manasseh; it was for half 
the tribe of the children of Manasseh ac- 
cording to their families: 30Their territory 
was from Mahanaim, all Bashan, all the 
kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and ‘all 
the towns of Jair which are in Bashan, six- 
ty cities; 3lhalf of Gilead, and uAshtaroth 
and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in 
Bashan, were for the vchildren of Machir 
the son of Manasseh, for half of the chil- 
dren of Machir according to their families. 

32These are the areas which Moses had 
distributed as an inheritance in the plains 
of Moab on the other side of the Jordan, 
by Jericho eastward. 33~But to the tribe of 
Levi Moses had given no inheritance; the 
LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, 
xas He had said to them. 
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The Land Divided West 


of the Jordan 
1 4 These are the areas which the chil- 
dren of Israel inherited in the land of 
Canaan, “which Eleazar the priest, Joshua 
the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers 
of the tribes of the children of Israel dis- 
tributed as an inheritance to them. 2Their 
inheritance was >by lot, as the LORD had 
commanded by the hand of Moses, for the 
nine tribes and the half-tribe. 3-For Moses 
had given the inheritance of the two tribes 
and the half-tribe on the other side of the 
Jordan; but to the Levites he had given no 
inheritance among them. 4For ¢the chil- 
dren of Joseph were two tribes: Manasseh 
and Ephraim. And they gave no part to the 
Levites in the land, except ¢cities to dwell 
in, with their common-lands for their live- 
stock and their property. As the LORD had 
commanded Moses, so the children of Is- 
rael did; and they divided the land. 


Caleb Inherits Hebron 

6Then the children of Judah came to 
Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh the #Kenizzite said to him: “You 
know "the word which the LORD said to 
Moses the man of God concerning ‘you 


49:5-7). But later the Levites showed their faithful- 
ness to the Lord (Ex. 32:25-28) and were promised 
a blessing (Deut. 33:8-11). Instead of land, the sac- 
rifices of God would be their privileged inheritance. 
13:22 Balaam the son of Beor. Balaam was a pagan 
fortune-teller who had been hired by Balak, king of 
Moab, to curse the Israelites in the wilderness (Num. 
22-24). 

14:6 Caleb... the Kenizzite. The Kenizzites were a 
non-lsraelite group descended from Esau through 
Kenaz (Gen. 15:19; 36:11,15,42). It seems that Caleb, one 
of the most faithful to God of his time, was just a gen- 
eration removed from a non-lsraelite family. Although 
the Jews are indeed God’s chosen people, He loves and 
honors anyone who obeys His commands. 
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and me in Kadesh Barnea. 7I was forty 
years old when Moses the servant of the 
LORD jsent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy 
out the land, and I brought back word to 
him as it was in my heart. 8Nevertheless 
kmy brethren who went up with me made 
the heart of the people melt, but I wholly 
'followed the LORD my God. 9So Moses 
swore on that day, saying, "Surely the 
land "where your foot has trodden shall 
be your inheritance and your children’s 
forever, because you have wholly followed 
the LORD my God.’ !0And now, behold, the 
LORD has kept me “alive, vas He said, these 
forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke 
this word to Moses while Israel wandered 
in the wilderness; and now, here I am this 
day, eighty-five years old. !!l4As yet lamas 
strong this day as on the day that Moses 
sent me; just as my strength was then, so 
now is my strength for war, both 'for going 
out and for coming in. 12Now therefore, 
give me this mountain of which the LORD 
spoke in that day; for you heard in that day 
how sthe Anakim were there, and that the 
cities were great and fortified. ‘It may be 
that the LORD will be with me, and “I shall 
be able to drive them out as the LORD said.” 

18And Joshua vblessed him, wand gave 
Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as 
an inheritance. 4*Hebron therefore be- 
came the inheritance of Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, be- 
cause he »wholly followed the LORD God of 
Israel. And 2the name of Hebron formerly 
was Kirjath Arba (Arba was the greatest 
man among the Anakim). 

aThen the land had rest from war. 


The Land of Judah 
1 So this was the lot of the tribe of the 
children of Judah according to their 
families: 
aThe border of Edom at the » Wilderness 
of Zin southward was the extreme south- 
ern boundary. 2And their “southern border 
began at the shore of the Salt Sea, from the 
bay that faces southward. 3Then it went 
out to the southern side of ¢the Ascent of 


Akrabbim, passed along to Zin, ascended 
on the south side of Kadesh Barnea, passed 
along to Hezron, went up to Adar, and went 
around to Karkaa. 4From there it passed 
etoward Azmon and went out to the Brook 
of Egypt; and the border ended at the sea. 
This shall be your southern border. 

5The east border was the Salt Sea as far 
as the mouth of the Jordan. 

And the fborder on the northern quarter 
began at the bay of the sea at the mouth 
of the Jordan. 6The border went up to 
Beth Hoglah and passed north of Beth 
Arabah; and the border went up "to the 
stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. 7Then 
the border went up toward ‘Debir from ‘the 
Valley of Achor, and it turned northward 
toward Gilgal, which is before the Ascent 
of Adummim, which is on the south side 
of the valley. The border continued toward 
the waters of En Shemesh and ended at 
kEn Rogel. 8And the border went up ‘by the 
Valley of the Son of Hinnom to the south- 
ern slope of the ™Jebusite city (which is 
Jerusalem). The border went up to the top 
of the mountain that lies before the Valley 
of Hinnom westward, which is at the end of 
the Valley “of Rephaim* northward. 9Then 
the border went around from the top of the 
hill to othe fountain of the water of Neph- 
toah, and extended to the cities of Mount 
Ephron. And the border went around "to 
Baalah (which is ¢Kirjath Jearim). !9Then 
the border turned westward from Baalah 
to Mount Seir, passed along to the side 
of Mount Jearim on the north (which is 
Chesalon), went down to Beth Shemesh, 
and passed on to "Timnah. !And the bor- 
der went out to the side of sEkron north- 
ward. Then the border went around to 
Shicron, passed along to Mount Baalah, 
and extended to Jabneel; and the border 
ended at the sea. 

12The west border was ‘the coastline of 
the Great Sea. This is the boundary of the 
children of Judah all around according to 
their families. 


* 15:8 Literally Giants 


14:10-11 Thankfulness—God’s Word is as depend- 
able as its author. His promise to Caleb waited forty- 
five years for fulfillment, but His blessing was sure. 
Caleb's view of all God's goodness to him resounded 
with thankfulness. Being silently thankful is impor- 
tant—God knows our hearts—but thankfulness 
should also be expressed with words of praise and 
glorification for the giver of all good things. 

14:14 he wholly followed the Lorp God of Israel. 
Caleb's wholehearted devotion to God was never a 
question, even in the wilderness. In the Bible, people 
are sometimes rewarded in this life for their faith- 
fulness to God, but not always (Heb. 11:32-40). The 
believer's ultimate blessing will come in eternity. 
Those who set their hope on that promise will lose 
nothing, whatever they suffer in this life. 

15:1-12 the lot of the tribe. The boundaries of Judah 


in southern Canaan are described in detail. These 
details may at first seem uninteresting, but they serve 
to underline the fact that this passage is talking about 
real people, in a real place, in a real time in history. 
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Caleb Occupies Hebron and Debir 

1BuNow to Caleb the son of Jephunneh 
he gave a share among the children of vJu- 
dah, according to the commandment of the 
LORD to Joshua, namely, wKirjath Arba, 
which is Hebron (Arba was the father of 
Anak). 44Caleb drove out xthe three sons 
of Anak from there: ySheshai, Ahiman, 
and Talmai, the children of Anak. &Then 
zhe went up from there to the inhabitants 
of Debir (formerly the name of Debir was 
Kirjath Sepher). 

16aAnd Caleb said, “He who attacks Kir- 
jath Sepher and takes it, to him I will give 
Achsah my daughter as wife.” !17So >Oth- 
niel the ‘son of Kenaz, the brother of Ca- 
leb, took it; and he gave him ¢Achsah his 
daughter as wife. 18eNow it was so, when 
she came to him, that she persuaded him to 
ask her father for a field. So ‘she dismount- 
ed from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, 
“What do you wish?” 19She answered, 
“Give me a £blessing; since you have given 
me land in the South, give me also springs 
of water.” So he gave her the upper springs 
and the lower springs. 


The Cities of Judah 


20This was the inheritance of the tribe 
of the children of Judah according to their 
families: 

21The cities at the limits of the tribe 
of the children of Judah, toward the bor- 
der of Edom in the South, were Kabzeel, 
hEder, Jagur, 22Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 
23Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24‘Ziph, Telem, 
Bealoth, 25Hazor, Hadattah, Kerioth, Hez- 
ron (which is Hazor), 24Amam, Shema, 
Moladah, 27Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, 
Beth Pelet, 28Hazar Shual, ‘Beersheba, Biz- 
jothjah, 29Baalah, Ijim, Ezem, 3°Eltolad, 
Chesil, ?Hormah, 3Ziklag, Madmannah, 
Sansannah, 32Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and 
mRimmon: all the cities are twenty-nine, 
with their villages. 

33In the lowland: "Eshtaol, Zorah, Ash- 
nah, 34Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, 
Enam, *5Jarmuth, °Adullam, Socoh, Aze- 
kah, 36Sharaim, Adithaim, Gederah, and 
Gederothaim: fourteen cities with their 
villages; 37Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad, 
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38Dilean, Mizpah, °Joktheel, 39¢Lachish, 
Bozkath, "Eglon, 4°Cabbon, Lahmas,* Kith- 
lish, 4“1Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, 
and Makkedah: sixteen cities with their 
villages; 42sLibnah, Ether, Ashan, 43Jiph- 
tah, Ashnah, Nezib, 44Keilah, Achzib, and 
Mareshah: nine cities with their villag- 
es; 5Ekron, with its towns and villages; 
46from Ekron to the sea, all that lay near 
tAshdod, with their villages; 47Ashdod with 
its towns and villages, Gaza with its towns 
and villages—as far as “the Brook of Egypt 
and the Great Sea with its coastline. 

48 And in the mountain country: Sham- 
ir, Jattir, Sochoh, 49Dannah, Kirjath San- 
nah (which is Debir), 5®Anab, Eshtemoh, 
Anim, 5!~Goshen, Holon, and Giloh: elev- 
en cities with their villages; 52Arab, Du- 
mah, Eshean, 53Janum, Beth Tappuah, 
Aphekah, 54Humtah, *Kirjath Arba (which 
is Hebron), and Zior: nine cities with their 
villages; 55yMaon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 
56Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57Kain, Gibe- 
ah, and Timnah: ten cities with their villag- 
es; 58Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor, 59Maarath, 
Beth Anoth, and Eltekon: six cities with 
their villages; 692Kirjath Baal (which is Kir- 
jath Jearim) and Rabbah: two cities with 
their villages. 

61In the wilderness: Beth Arabah, Mid- 
din, Secacah, 6%Nibshan, the City of Salt, 
and ¢En Gedi: six cities with their villages. 

63As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could 
not drive them out; ‘but the Jebusites dwell 
with the children of Judah at Jerusalem to 
this day. 


Ephraim and West Manasseh 
1 6 The lot fell to the children of Joseph 
from the Jordan, by Jericho, to the 
waters of Jericho on the east, to the ¢wil- 
derness that goes up from Jericho through 
the mountains to Bethel, 2then went out 
from >Bethel to Luz,* passed along to the 
border of the Archites at Ataroth, 3and 
went down westward to the boundary of 
the Japhletites, cas far as the boundary of 


* 15:40 Or Lahmam 
Bethel (that is, Luz). 


*16:2 Septuagint reads 


15:13 Word of God—Caleb was not afraid to face 
the giants of Hebron because he knew God would be 
with him. In the same way, we as Christians need not 
fear the “giants” we face in spiritual battle. God will 
be with us also. His resources are more than sufficient 
to overcome the hosts of darkness which confront us 
in this world (1 John 4:4). 

15:63 with the children of Judah. Judges 1:21 repeats 
this verse almost verbatim, except that it says Benja- 
min, not Judah, failed to drive the Jebusites out of Jeru- 
salem. Jerusalem sat astride the boundary between 
Judah and Benjamin. In the early period, Jerusalem did 
not belong strictly to either tribe. The tribe of Judah 
later captured the city from the Jebusites Judg. 1:8), 
and from then on it was considered a city of Judah. 
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Lower Beth Horon to ¢Gezer; and it ended 
at the sea. 

4eSo the children of Joseph, Manasseh 
and Ephraim, took their inheritance. 


The Land of Ephraim 

5fThe border of the children of Ephraim, 
according to their families, was thus: The 
border of their inheritance on the east side 
was £Ataroth Addar "as far as Upper Beth 
Horon. 

6And the border went out toward the sea 
on the north side of ‘Michmethath; then the 
border went around eastward to Taanath 
Shiloh, and passed by it on the east of Jano- 
hah. 7Then it went down from Janohah to 
Ataroth and Naarah,* reached to Jericho, 
and came out at the Jordan. 

8The border went out from iTappuah 
westward to the ‘Brook Kanah, and it end- 
ed at the sea. This was the inheritance of 
the tribe of the children of Ephraim accord- 
ing to their families. 9’The separate cities 
for the children of Ephraim were among 
the inheritance of the children of Manas- 
seh, all the cities with their villages. 

10mAnd they did not drive out the Ca- 
naanites who dwelt in Gezer; but the Ca- 
naanites dwell among the Ephraimites to 
this day and have become forced laborers. 


The Other Half-Tribe of Manasseh 


(West) 
17 There was also a lot for the tribe of 
Manasseh, for he was the ¢firstborn 
of Joseph: namely for »Machir the firstborn 
of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, because 
he was a man of war; therefore he was giv- 
en ¢Gilead and Bashan. 2And there was a 
lot for “the rest of the children of Manas- 
seh according to their families: efor the 
children of Abiezer,* the children of Helek, 
fthe children of Asriel, the children of 
Shechem, *the children of Hepher, and the 
children of Shemida; these were the male 
children of Manasseh the son of Joseph ac- 
cording to their families. 
3But "Zelophehad the son of Hepher, 
the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, had no sons, but only 
daughters. And these are the names of his 
daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, 
and Tirzah. 4And they came near before 
iEleazar the priest, before Joshua the son 
of Nun, and before the rulers, saying, “The 


LORD commanded Moses to give us an in- 
heritance among our brothers.” Therefore, 
according to the commandment of the 
LORD, he gave them an inheritance among 
their father’s brothers. 5Ten shares fell to 
kManasseh, besides the land of Gilead and 
Bashan, which were on the other side of 
the Jordan, ®because the daughters of Ma- 
nasseh received an inheritance among his 
sons; and the rest of Manasseh’s sons had 
the land of Gilead. 

7And the territory of Manasseh was from 
Asher to ‘Michmethath, that lies east of 
Shechem; and the border went along south 
to the inhabitants of En Tappuah. 8Manas- 
seh had the land of Tappuah, but "Tappuah 
on the border of Manasseh belonged to the 
children of Ephraim. 9And the border de- 
scended to the Brook Kanah, southward 
to the brook. "These cities of Ephraim are 
among the cities of Manasseh. The border 
of Manasseh was on the north side of the 
brook; and it ended at the sea. 

10Southward it was Ephraim’s, north- 
ward it was Manasseh’s, and the sea was 
its border. Manasseh’s territory was ad- 
joining Asher on the north and Issachar on 
the east. 'And in Issachar and in Asher, 
oManasseh had Beth Shean and its towns, 
Ibleam and its towns, the inhabitants of 
Dor and its towns, the inhabitants of En 
Dor and its towns, the inhabitants of Ta- 
anach and its towns, and the inhabitants 
of Megiddo and its towns—three hilly 
regions. !2Yet ¢the children of Manasseh 
could not drive out the inhabitants of those 
cities, but the Canaanites were determined 
to dwell in that land. 8And it happened, 
when the children of Israel grew strong, 
that they put the Canaanites to "forced la- 
bor, but did not utterly drive them out. 


More Land for Ephraim and 
Manasseh 

MsThen the children of Joseph spoke to 
Joshua, saying, “Why have you given us 
only tone lot and one share to inherit, since 
we are “a great people, inasmuch as the 
LORD has blessed us until now?” 

I8So Joshua answered them, “If you 
are a great people, then go up to the for- 
est country and clear a place for yourself 


* 16:7 Or Naaran (compare 1 Chronicles 7:28) 
* 17:2 Called Jeezer in Numbers 26:30 


17:3-6 Zelophehad...hadno sons but only daugh- 
ters. This account serves to show again the theme of 
the Book of Joshua—that God is faithful to keep His 
promises. Joshua also was faithful to carry out the 
commands of God concerning His promise through 
Moses for the daughters of Zelophehad (Num. 26:33; 
27:1-11). 
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there in the land of the Perizzites and the 
giants, since the mountains of Ephraim are 
too confined for you.” 

16But the children of Joseph said, “The 
mountain country is not enough for us; and 
all the Canaanites who dwell in the land 
of the valley have Ychariots of iron, both 
those who are of Beth Shean and its towns 
and those who are wof the Valley of Jez- 
reel.” 

17And Joshua spoke to the house of 
Joseph—to Ephraim and Manasseh— 
saying, “You are a great people and have 
great power; you shall not have only one 
lot, 18but the mountain country shall be 
yours. Although it is wooded, you shall 
cut it down, and its farthest extent shall be 
yours; for you shall drive out the Canaan- 
ites, though they have iron chariots and 
are strong.” 


The Remainder of the Land Divided 
1 Now the whole congregation of the 
children of Israel assembled togeth- 
er ¢at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of 
meeting there. And the land was subdued 
before them. 2But there remained among 
the children of Israel seven tribes which 
had not yet received their inheritance. 
3Then Joshua said to the children of Is- 
rael: “How long will you neglect to go and 
possess the land which the LORD God of 
your fathers has given you? 4Pick out from 
among you three men for each tribe, and 
I will send them; they shall rise and go 
through the land, survey it according to 
their inheritance, and come back to me. 
5And they shall divide it into seven parts. 
dJudah shall remain in their territory on 
the south, and the ehouse of Joseph shall 
remain in their territory on the north. ®You 
shall therefore survey the land in seven 
parts and bring the survey here to me, 
fthat I may cast lots for you here before the 
LORD our God. 7But the Levites have no 
part among you, for the priesthood of the 
LorRD is their inheritance. "And Gad, Reu- 
ben, and half the tribe of Manasseh have 
received their inheritance beyond the Jor- 
dan on the east, which Moses the servant 
of the LORD gave them.” 
8Then the men arose to go away; and 
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Joshua charged those who went to sur- 
vey the land, saying, “Go, walk ‘through 
the land, survey it, and come back to me, 
that I may cast lots for you here before the 
LorD in Shiloh.” 9So the men went, passed 
through the land, and wrote the survey in 
a book in seven parts by cities; and they 
came to Joshua at the camp in Shiloh. 
10Then Joshua cast ‘lots for them in Shiloh 
before the LORD, and there Joshua divided 
the land to the children of Israel according 
to their divisions. 


The Land of Benjamin 

UlNow the lot of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Benjamin came up according to 
their families, and the territory of their lot 
came out between the children of Judah 
and the children of Joseph. !2™Their bor- 
der on the north side began at the Jordan, 
and the border went up to the side of Jeri- 
cho on the north, and went up through the 
mountains westward; it ended at the Wil- 
derness of Beth Aven. The border went 
over from there toward Luz, to the side of 
Luz "(which is Bethel) southward; and the 
border descended to Ataroth Addar, near 
the hill that lies on the south side °of Lower 
Beth Horon. 

4Then the border extended around the 
west side to the south, from the hill that lies 
before Beth Horon southward; and it ended 
at PKirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim), 
a city of the children of Judah. This was 
the west side. 

The south side began at the end of 
Kirjath Jearim, and the border extended 
on the west and went out to ¢the spring of 
the waters of Nephtoah. !6Then the border 
came down to the end of the mountain that 
lies before "the Valley of the Son of Hin- 
nom, which is in the Valley of the Reph- 
aim* on the north, descended to the Valley 
of Hinnom, to the side of the Jebusite city 
on the south, and descended to sEn Rogel. 
17And it went around from the north, went 
out to En Shemesh, and extended toward 
Geliloth, which is before the Ascent of 
Adummim, and descended to ‘the stone of 
Bohan the son of Reuben. !8Then it passed 


* 18:16 Literally Giants 


18:1 Shiloh. Shiloh was about 15 miles northwest of 
Jericho. Here the Israelites set up the tent of meeting 
(Ex. 26). This remained an important religious center 
for several hundred years (Judg. 18:31; 1 Sam. 1:9) 
until the taking of Jerusalem in David's day. 

18:3 Unfaithfulness—The seven tribes yet to be set- 
tled seemed to have little desire to receive their inher- 
itance and were rebuked for their half-heartedness. 
They had easily defeated the Canaanites, but they had 
not followed up on their victories and taken posses- 
sion of all the land. This laziness was disobedience to 
God and showed lack of faith in His promises. In our 
own lives it is fatally easy to begin a work that God sets 
before us, and then slack off in our faithfulness before 


it is finished. The believer's inheritance is reserved in 
heaven, and cannot be bought by any work of our 
own. However, God requests holiness of living on our 
part, and His commands must be obeyed. 


17:16 ¥ Judg. 1:19; 4:3 “1 Kin. 4:12 
20:1 18:1 Jer. 7:12 &Judg. 18:31 
18:54 Josh. 15:1 @ Josh. 16:1—17:18 
18:10 18:79 Josh. 13:33 / Josh. 13:8 
18:10/ Acts 13:19 kNum. 34:16-29 
18:12 Josh. 16:1 
18:14? Josh. 15:9 
5 Josh. 15:7 


17:18* Deut. 
18:3 ©Judg. 18:9 
18:6 f Josh. 14:2; 
18:8/Gen. 13:17 
18:11! Judg. 1:21 
18:13" Gen. 28:19 ° Josh. 16:3 
18:15 9 Josh. 15:9 18:16" Josh. 15:8 
18:17 Josh. 15:6 


248 @ Joshua 18:19 
along toward the north side of Arabah,* 
and went down to Arabah. !9And the bor- 
der passed along to the north side of Beth 
Hoglah; then the border ended at the north 
bay at the “Salt Sea, at the south end of the 
Jordan. This was the southern boundary. 
20The Jordan was its border on the east 
side. This was the inheritance of the chil- 
dren of Benjamin, according to its bound- 
aries all around, according to their families. 
21Now the cities of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Benjamin, according to their fam- 
ilies, were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek 
Keziz, 22Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 
23 Avim, Parah, Ophrah, 24Chephar Haam- 
moni, Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities 
with their villages; 25vGibeon, ~Ramah, 
Beeroth, 26Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah, 
27Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 28Zelah, Eleph, 
xJebus (which is Jerusalem), Gibeath, and 
Kirjath: fourteen cities with their villages. 
This was the inheritance of the children of 
Benjamin according to their families. 


Simeon’s Inheritance with Judah 
1 9 The “second lot came out for Simeon, 
for the tribe of the children of Sime- 
on according to their families. >And their 
inheritance was within the inheritance of 
the children of Judah. 2-They had in their 
inheritance Beersheba (Sheba), Moladah, 
3Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, 4Eltolad, 
Bethul, Hormah, 5Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, 
Hazar Susah, *Beth Lebaoth, and Sha- 
ruhen: thirteen cities and their villages; 
7Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cit- 
ies and their villages; 8and all the villages 
that were all around these cities as far as 
Baalath Beer, 4Ramah of the South. This 
was the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Simeon according to their families. 
9The inheritance of the children of Sime- 
on was included in the share of the children 
of Judah, for the share of the children of Ju- 
dah was too much for them. ¢Therefore the 
children of Simeon had their inheritance 
within the inheritance of that people. 


The Land of Zebulun 

10The third lot came out for the children 
of Zebulun according to their families, and 
the border of their inheritance was as far 
as Sarid. 'fTheir border went toward the 
west and to Maralah, went to Dabbasheth, 
and extended along the brook that is east 
of Jokneam. !2Then from Sarid it went 
eastward toward the sunrise along the bor- 
der of Chisloth Tabor, and went out toward 
hDaberath, bypassing Japhia. 3And from 
there it passed along on the east of ‘Gath 
Hepher, toward Eth Kazin, and extended to 
Rimmon, which borders on Neah. 4Then 


the border went around it on the north side 
of Hannathon, and it ended in the Valley of 
Jiphthah El. 'Included were Kattath, Na- 
hallal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: 
twelve cities with their villages. !6This was 
the inheritance of the children of Zebulun 
according to their families, these cities 
with their villages. 


The Land of Issachar 

17The fourth lot came out to Issachar, 
for the children of Issachar according to 
their families. 18And their territory went to 
Jezreel, and included Chesulloth, Shunem, 
19Haphraim, Shion, Anaharath, 2°Rabbith, 
Kishion, Abez, 241Remeth, En Gannim, En 
Haddah, and Beth Pazzez. 22And the bor- 
der reached to Tabor, Shahazimah, and 
iBeth Shemesh; their border ended at the 
Jordan: sixteen cities with their villages. 
23This was the inheritance of the tribe of 
the children of Issachar according to their 
families, the cities and their villages. 


The Land of Asher 

24kThe fifth lot came out for the tribe of 
the children of Asher according to their 
families. 25And their territory included 
Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26Alam- 
melech, Amad, and Mishal; it reached to 
‘Mount Carmel westward, along the Brook 
Shihor Libnath. 27It turned toward the sun- 
rise to Beth Dagon; and it reached to Zeb- 
ulun and to the Valley of Jiphthah El, then 
northward beyond Beth Emek and Neiel, 
bypassing ™Cabul which was on the left, 
28including Ebron,* Rehob, Hammon, and 
Kanah, "as far as Greater Sidon. 29And the 
border turned to Ramah and to the forti- 
fied city of Tyre; then the border turned to 
Hosah, and ended at the sea by the region 
of °Achzib. 30Also Ummah, Aphek, and Re- 
hob were included: twenty-two cities with 
their villages. 31This was the inheritance 
of the tribe of the children of Asher accord- 
ing to their families, these cities with their 
villages. 


The Land of Naphtali 

32pThe sixth lot came out to the children 
of Naphtali, for the children of Naphtali 
according to their families. 33And their 
border began at Heleph, enclosing the ter- 
ritory from the terebinth tree in Zaanan- 
nim, Adami Nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as 
Lakkum; it ended at the Jordan. 344From 
Heleph the border extended westward to 


* 18:18 Or Beth Arabah (compare 15:6 and 18:22) 
* 19:28 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; a few Hebrew manuscripts read Abdon 
(compare 21:30 and 1 Chronicles 6:74). 
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Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there to- 
ward Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on the 
south side and Asher on the west side, and 
ended at Judah by the Jordan toward the 
sunrise. 35And the fortified cities are Zid- 
dim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 
36Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 37"Kedesh, 
Edrei, En Hazor, 38Iron, Migdal El, Horem, 
Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh: nineteen 
cities with their villages. 39This was the 
inheritance of the tribe of the children of 
Naphtali according to their families, the 
cities and their villages. 


The Land of Dan 

40sThe seventh lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Dan according to their 
families. 41And the territory of their inher- 
itance was Zorah, 'Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 
42uShaalabbin, vAijalon, Jethlah, 43Elon, 
Timnah, wEkron, 44Eltekeh, Gibbethon, 
Baalath, “Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rim- 
mon, 46Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the 
region near Joppa. 47And the border of 
the children of Dan went beyond these, 
because the children of Dan went up to 
fight against Leshem and took it; and they 
struck it with the edge of the sword, took 
possession of it, and dwelt in it. They called 
Leshem, YyDan, after the name of Dan their 
father. 48This is the inheritance of the tribe 
of the children of Dan according to their 
families, these cities with their villages. 


Joshua’s Inheritance 

49When they had made an end of divid- 
ing the land as an inheritance according 
to their borders, the children of Israel gave 
an inheritance among them to Joshua the 
son of Nun. 5°According to the word of 
the LORD they gave him the city which he 
asked for, 7Timnath ¢Serah in the moun- 
tains of Ephraim; and he built the city and 
dwelt in it. 

5lbThese were the inheritances which 
Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of 
Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the 
tribes of the children of Israel divided as 
an inheritance by lot cin Shiloh before 
the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of 
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meeting. So they made an end of dividing 
the country. 


The Cities of Refuge 
2 The LorD also spoke to Joshua, say- 
ing, 2“Speak to the children of Israel, 

saying: “Appoint for yourselves cities of 
refuge, of which I spoke to you through 
Moses, 3that the slayer who kills a person 
accidentally or unintentionally may flee 
there; and they shall be your refuge from 
the avenger of blood. 4And when he flees 
to one of those cities, and stands at the en- 
trance of the gate of the city, and declares 
his case in the hearing of the elders of that 
city, they shall take him into the city as one 
of them, and give him a place, that he may 
dwell among them. 5»Then if the avenger 
of blood pursues him, they shall not deliver 
the slayer into his hand, because he struck 
his neighbor unintentionally, but did not 
hate him beforehand. ®And he shall dwell 
in that city cuntil he stands before the con- 
gregation for judgment, and until the death 
of the one who is high priest in those days. 
Then the slayer may return and come to 
his own city and his own house, to the city 
from which he fled.’” 

7So they appointed ¢Kedesh in Galilee, 
in the mountains of Naphtali, “Shechem 
in the mountains of Ephraim, and /Kir- 
jath Arba (which is Hebron) in sthe moun- 
tains of Judah. 8And on the other side of 
the Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they 
assigned "Bezer in the wilderness on the 
plain, from the tribe of Reuben, ‘Ramoth 
in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and /Go- 
lan in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. 
9kThese were the cities appointed for all 
the children of Israel and for the strang- 
er who dwelt among them, that whoever 
killed a person accidentally might flee 
there, and not die by the hand of the aveng- 
er of blood ‘until he stood before the con- 
gregation. 


Cities of the Levites 


2 Then the heads of the fathers’ houses 
of the <Levites came near to Eleazar 
the priest, to Joshua the son of Nun, and 


19:50 Commandments—tThe account of the dis- 
tribution of the land began with the recognition of 
Caleb's faithfulness to God. The conclusion recog- 
nizes Joshua as one who also believed God. Joshua’s 
extreme service and faithfulness was rewarded by 
the Lord’s command. When we delight to obey the 
word of the Lord, He also delights in giving us the 
desires of our hearts (Ps. 37:4). 

20:3 accidentally. God's laws made allowance for 
motive and intent, just as modern criminal codes 
distinguish unintentional killing from murder. The 
avenger of blood was a close relative who was the 
“protector of family rights.” (Ruth 3:13 and 4:1 trans- 
late the word used here for “avenger of blood” as 
“close relative.”) God did not give license to take 
revenge however. He has clearly reserved that task 


for Himself alone (Deut. 32:35; Is. 34:8; Rom. 12:19). 
God's provision of these cities of refuge put a limit on 
private acts of vengeance. 

20:7-8 appointed. The cities of refuge were evenly 
distributed so that none was more than a day’s jour- 
ney from any part of Israel's land. 
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to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the 
tribes of the children of Israel. 2And they 
spoke to them at ¢Shiloh in the land of 
Canaan, saying, ¢“The LORD commanded 
through Moses to give us cities to dwell 
in, with their common-lands for our live- 
stock.” 3So the children of Israel gave to 
the Levites from their inheritance, at the 
commandment of the LORD, these cities 
and their common-lands: 

4Now the lot came out for the families of 
the Kohathites. And ¢the children of Aar- 
on the priest, who were of the Levites, fhad 
thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Ju- 
dah, from the tribe of Simeon, and from the 
tribe of Benjamin. 5¢The rest of the chil- 
dren of Kohath had ten cities by lot from 
the families of the tribe of Ephraim, from 
the tribe of Dan, and from the half-tribe of 
Manasseh. 

6And "the children of Gershon had thir- 
teen cities by lot from the families of the 
tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, 
from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the 
half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. 

7iThe children of Merari according to 
their families had twelve cities from the 
tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of Gad, and 
from the tribe of Zebulun. 

8iAnd the children of Israel gave these 
cities with their common-lands by lot to the 
Levites, “as the LORD had commanded by 
the hand of Moses. 

9So they gave from the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Judah and from the tribe of the 
children of Simeon these cities which are 
designated by name, !which were for 
the children of Aaron, one of the families 
of the Kohathites, who were of the chil- 
dren of Levi; for the lot was theirs first. 
And they gave them Kirjath Arba (Arba 
was the father of "Anak), "which is He- 
bron, in the mountains of Judah, with the 
common-land surrounding it. !2But the 
fields of the city and its villages they gave 
to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his pos- 
session. 

BThus Pto the children of Aaron the 
priest they gave 7Hebron with its common- 
land (a city of refuge for the slayer), "Lib- 
nah with its common-land, '4sJattir with 
its common-land, ‘Eshtemoa with its 
common-land, uHolon with its common- 
land, VDebir with its common-land, !6~Ain 
with its common-land, xJuttah with 
its common-land, and yBeth Shemesh 
with its common-land: nine cities from 
those two tribes; !7and from the tribe of 


Benjamin, 2Gibeon with its common-land, 
aGeba with its common-land, !8Anathoth 
with its common-land, and >Almon with 
its common-land: four cities. !9AIl the cit- 
ies of the children of Aaron, the priests, 
were thirteen cities with their common- 
lands. 

20cAnd the families of the children of Ko- 
hath, the Levites, the rest of the children of 
Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot 
from the tribe of Ephraim. 2!For they gave 
them ¢Shechem with its common-land in 
the mountains of Ephraim (a city of refuge 
for the slayer), ¢Gezer with its common- 
land, 22Kibzaim with its common-land, 
and Beth Horon with its common-land: 
four cities; 23and from the tribe of Dan, 
Eltekeh with its common-land, Gibbethon 
with its common-land, 24fAijalon with its 
common-land, and Gath Rimmon with 
its common-land: four cities; 25and from 
the half-tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with 
its common-land and Gath Rimmon with 
its common-land: two cities. 26All the ten 
cities with their common-lands were for 
the rest of the families of the children of 
Kohath. 

27¢Also to the children of Gershon, of 
the families of the Levites, from the other 
half-tribe of Manasseh, they gave "Golan 
in Bashan with its common-land (a city of 
refuge for the slayer), and Be Eshterah with 
its common-land: two cities; 28and from the 
tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its common- 
land, Daberath with its common-land, 
29Jarmuth with its common-land, and En 
Gannim with its common-land: four cities; 
30and from the tribe of Asher, Mishal with 
its common-land, Abdon with its common- 
land, 3!1Helkath with its common-land, and 
Rehob with its common-land: four cities; 
32and from the tribe of Naphtali, ‘Kedesh 
in Galilee with its common-land (a city 
of refuge for the slayer), Hammoth Dor 
with its common-land, and Kartan with 
its common-land: three cities. 33All the 
cities of the Gershonites according to their 
families were thirteen cities with their 
common-lands. 

341And to the families of the children 
of Merari, the rest of the Levites, from 
the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with its 
common-land, Kartah with its common- 
land, 35Dimnah with its common-land, 
and Nahalal with its common-land: four 
cities; 36and from the tribe of Reuben, 
kBezer with its common-land, Jahaz 
with its common-land, 37Kedemoth with 


21:4-8 by lot. Even though this seems as if it was 
done by chance, we know God was in control of every 
aspect of the inheritance process. 
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its common-land, and Mephaath with its 
common-land: four cities;* 38and from 
the tribe of Gad, ‘Ramoth in Gilead with 
its common-land (a city of refuge for the 
slayer), Mahanaim with its common-land, 
39Heshbon with its common-land, and Ja- 
zer with its common-land: four cities in all. 
40So all the cities for the children of Merari 
according to their families, the rest of the 
families of the Levites, were by their lot 
twelve cities. 

4imA]l the cities of the Levites within 
the possession of the children of Israel 
were forty-eight cities with their common- 
lands. 42Every one of these cities had its 
common-land surrounding it; thus were 
all these cities. 


The Promise Fulfilled 

43So the LORD gave to Israel "all the land 
of which He had sworn to give to their fa- 
thers, and they °took possession of it and 
dwelt in it. 44°7The LORD gave them “rest all 
around, according to all that He had sworn 
to their fathers. And "not a man of all their 
enemies stood against them; the LORD de- 
livered all their enemies into their hand. 
4ssNot a word failed of any good thing 
which the LORD had spoken to the house of 
Israel. All came to pass. 


Eastern Tribes Return to Their 
Lands 
22 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, 
the Gadites, and half the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, 2and said to them: “You have kept 
aall that Moses the servant of the LORD 
commanded you, »and have obeyed my 
voice in all that I commanded you. You 
have not left your brethren these many 
days, up to this day, but have kept the 
charge of the commandment of the LORD 
your God. 4And now the LORD your God 
has given crest to your brethren, as He 
promised them; now therefore, return and 
go to your tents and to the land of your 
possession, ¢which Moses the servant of 
the LORD gave you on the other side of the 
Jordan. 5But etake careful heed to do the 
commandment and the law which Moses 
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the servant of the LORD commanded you, 
fto love the LORD your God, to walk in all 
His ways, to keep His commandments, to 
hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with 
all your heart and with all your soul.” 6So 
Joshua £blessed them and sent them away, 
and they went to their tents. 

7Now to half the tribe of Manasseh Mo- 
ses had given a possession in Bashan, "but 
to the other half of it Joshua gave a posses- 
sion among their brethren on this side of 
the Jordan, westward. And indeed, when 
Joshua sent them away to their tents, he 
blessed them, 8and spoke to them, saying, 
“Return with much riches to your tents, 
with very much livestock, with silver, with 
gold, with bronze, with iron, and with very 
much clothing. ‘Divide the spoil of your en- 
emies with your brethren.” 

9So the children of Reuben, the children 
of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh 
returned, and departed from the children 
of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of 
Canaan, to go to ‘the country of Gilead, to 
the land of their possession, which they 
had obtained according to the word of the 
LORD by the hand of Moses. 


An Altar by the Jordan 

10And when they came to the region of 
the Jordan which is in the land of Canaan, 
the children of Reuben, the children of 
Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh built 
an altar there by the Jordan—a great, im- 
pressive altar. !!Now the children of Israel 
kheard someone Say, “Behold, the children 
of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar 
on the frontier of the land of Canaan, in 
the region of the Jordan—on the children 
of Israel’s side.” 12And when the children of 
Israel heard of it, 'the whole congregation 
of the children of Israel gathered together 
at Shiloh to go to war against them. 

13Then the children of Israel “sent 
nPhinehas the son of Eleazar the priest 


* 21:37 Following Septuagint and Vulgate (com- 
pare | Chronicles 6:78, 79); Masoretic Text, Bom- 
berg, and Targum omit verses 36 and 37. 


21:43-45 which He had sworn. Again we see the 
nature of our God—not only did He keep every 
promise, He also guaranteed that His people would 
have rest. 

22:5 Perseverance—Past victories do not lessen 
the responsibility for present faithfulness. Joshua 
impressed upon the people, especially the tribes of 
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh (because they would be 
living in isolation from the rest of Israel), the urgent 
need to continue to zealously serve God. Our zeal for 
the Lord cannot cease because a crisis has passed. 
There is no certificate of discharge from the army of 
Christ. 

22:11-12 have built an altar. The Bible does not 
reveal why this altar was built until the events 
have developed into a full-blown crisis. God had 


commanded Israel not to offer burnt offerings or 
sacrifices at any location except the tabernacle 
(Lev. 17:8-9) and not to worship other gods (Deut. 
13:12-15). The punishment for violating both laws 
was death. This was why Israel gathered together to 
go to war against the three apparently erring tribes. 
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to the children of Reuben, to the children 
of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, 
into the land of Gilead, !4and with him ten 
rulers, one ruler each from the chief house 
of every tribe of Israel; and °each one was 
the head of the house of his father among 
the divisions* of Israel. 5Then they came 
to the children of Reuben, to the children 
of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, 
to the land of Gilead, and they spoke with 
them, saying, !6“Thus says the whole con- 
gregation of the LORD: ‘What Ptreachery is 
this that you have committed against the 
God of Israel, to turn away this day from 
following the LORD, in that you have built 
for yourselves an altar, ¢that you might 
rebel this day against the LORD? !7Is the 
iniquity ‘of Peor not enough for us, from 
which we are not cleansed till this day, al- 
though there was a plague in the congrega- 
tion of the LORD, !8but that you must turn 
away this day from following the LORD? 
And it shall be, if you rebel today against 
the LORD, that tomorrow sHe will be an- 
gry with the whole congregation of Israel. 
19Nevertheless, if the land of your posses- 
sion is unclean, then cross over to the land 
of the possession of the LORD, ‘where the 
LORD’s tabernacle stands, and take pos- 
session among us; but do not rebel against 
the LORD, nor rebel against us, by building 
yourselves an altar besides the altar of the 
LORD our God. 2Did not Achan the son of 
Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed 
thing, and wrath fell on all the congrega- 
tion of Israel? And that man did not perish 
alone in his iniquity.’” 

21Then the children of Reuben, the chil- 
dren of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh 
answered and said to the heads of the divi- 
sions* of Israel: 22“The LORD vGod of gods, 
the LORD God of gods, He wknows, and let 
Israel itself know—if it is in rebellion, or if 
in treachery against the LORD, do not save 
us this day. 23If we have built ourselves an 
altar to turn from following the LORD, or 
if to offer on it burnt offerings or grain of- 
ferings, or if to offer peace offerings on it, 
let the LORD Himself xrequire an account. 
24But in fact we have done it for fear, for 
a reason, saying, ‘In time to come your 


descendants may speak to our descen- 
dants, saying, “What have you to do with 
the LORD God of Israel? 25For the LORD has 
made the Jordan a border between you and 
us, you children of Reuben and children of 
Gad. You have no part in the LORD.” So 
your descendants would make our descen- 
dants cease fearing the LORD.’ 26Therefore 
we said, ‘Let us now prepare to build our- 
selves an altar, not for burnt offering nor 
for sacrifice, 27but that it may be Ya witness 
between you and us and our generations 
after us, that we may Zperform the service 
of the LORD before Him with our burnt of- 
ferings, with our sacrifices, and with our 
peace offerings; that your descendants 
may not say to our descendants in time 
to come, “You have no part in the LORD.”’ 
28Therefore we said that it will be, when 
they say this to us or to our generations in 
time to come, that we may say, ‘Here is the 
replica of the altar of the LORD which our 
fathers made, though not for burnt offer- 
ings nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness 
between you and us.’ 29Far be it from us 
that we should rebel against the LORD, and 
turn from following the LORD this day, ¢to 
build an altar for burnt offerings, for grain 
offerings, or for sacrifices, besides the altar 
of the LORD our God which is before His 
tabernacle.” 

30Now when Phinehas the priest and the 
rulers of the congregation, the heads of 
the divisions* of Israel who were with him, 
heard the words that the children of Reu- 
ben, the children of Gad, and the children 
of Manasseh spoke, it pleased them. 3!Then 
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said 
to the children of Reuben, the children of 
Gad, and the children of Manasseh, “This 
day we perceive that the LORD is among 
us, because you have not committed this 
treachery against the LORD. Now you have 
delivered the children of Israel out of the 
hand of the LORD.” 

32And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the 
priest, and the rulers, returned from the 
children of Reuben and the children of 


* 22:14 Literally thousands * 22:21 Literally 
thousands * 22:30 Literally thousands 


22:16-18 treachery. This is sometimes translated 
“trespass” and is the same word used to describe 
Achan’s sin (7:1). No one can sin in isolation. If the 
tribes east of the Jordan were indeed sinning, then 
the entire nation would feel the effects, as in the case 
of Achan. 

22:23-28 we have done it for fear. The tribes to 
the east of the Jordan were afraid that geographical 
distance would isolate them and in time cause the 
Israelites west of the Jordan to reject them. Thus they 
built the altar to help prevent the existing unity from 
being lost. The eastern tribes were careful to label the 
altar for what it really was—a replica to serve as a wit- 
ness for future generations. 

22:30-31 Prudence—Jumping to conclusions can 
bring one to the brink of disaster. While their motives 


were good (maintaining purity), they did not stop 
to find out what was really going on. This incident 
provides us with a good example of the importance 
of communicating before we act. Even when we are 
dealing with a case of serious sin (as the western 
tribes thought they were), the first reaction should be 
to try and persuade the sinner to repent and return 
to the Lord. 


22:14°Num. 1:4 22:16? Deut. 12:5-14 7Lev. 17:8, 9 
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Gad, from the land of Gilead to the land 
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and 
brought back word to them. 33So the thing 
pleased the children of Israel, and the chil- 
dren of Israel “blessed God; they spoke 
no more of going against them in battle, 
to destroy the land where the children of 
Reuben and Gad dwelt. 

34The children of Reuben and the chil- 
dren of Gad* called the altar, Witness, “For 
it is a witness between us that the LORD 
is God.” 


Joshua’s Farewell Address 
23 Now it came to pass, a long time af- 
ter the LORD ¢had given rest to Israel 
from all their enemies round about, that 
Joshua "was old, advanced in age. 2And 
Joshua ccalled for all Israel, for their el- 
ders, for their heads, for their judges, and 
for their officers, and said to them: 

“I am old, advanced in age. ?You have 
seen all that the LORD your God has done 
to all these nations because of you, for the 
eLORD your God is He who has fought for 
you. 4See, ‘I have divided to you by lot these 
nations that remain, to be an inheritance 
for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all 
the nations that I have cut off, as far as the 
Great Sea westward. 5And the LORD your 
God £will expel them from before you and 
drive them out of your sight. So you shall 
possess their land, "as the LORD your God 
promised you. 6iTherefore be very coura- 
geous to keep and to do all that is written 
in the Book of the Law of Moses, ‘lest you 
turn aside from it to the right hand or to the 
left, 7and lest you go among these nations, 
these who remain among you. You shall 
not ‘make mention of the name of their 
gods, nor cause anyone to "swear by them; 
you shall not "serve them nor bow down 
to them, 8but you shall chold fast to the 
LORD your God, as you have done to this 
day. 9°For the LORD has driven out from 
before you great and strong nations; but 
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as for you, no one has been able to stand 
against you to this day. !9¢One man of you 
shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your 
God is He who fights for you, "as He prom- 
ised you. UsTherefore take careful heed to 
yourselves, that you love the LORD your 
God. !2Or else, if indeed you do ‘go back, 
and cling to the remnant of these nations— 
these that remain among you—and “make 
marriages with them, and go in to them 
and they to you, !8know for certain that 
vthe LORD your God will no longer drive 
out these nations from before you. “But 
they shall be snares and traps to you, and 
scourges on your sides and thorns in your 
eyes, until you perish from this good land 
which the LORD your God has given you. 

14“Behold, this day *I am going the way 
of all the earth. And you know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls that ynot one 
thing has failed of all the good things which 
the LORD your God spoke concerning you. 
All have come to pass for you; not one word 
of them has failed. 52Therefore it shall 
come to pass, that as all the good things 
have come upon you which the LORD your 
God promised you, so the LoRD will bring 
upon you @all harmful things, until He has 
destroyed you from this good land which 
the LORD your God has given you. 16When 
you have transgressed the covenant of the 
LORD your God, which He commanded 
you, and have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed down to them, then the Danger 
of the LoRD will burn against you, and you 
shall perish quickly from the good land 
which He has given you.” 


The Covenant at Shechem 

2 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to <Shechem and called 

for the elders of Israel, for their heads, for 

their judges, and for their officers; and they 


* 22:34 Septuagint adds and half the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh. 


23:3 He who has fought for you. This is a reminder 
that the land belonged to the Lord and that He gave 
it to Israel. 

23:10 One man of you shall chase. The power seen 
in God’s people was so dramatic it had to be mirac- 
ulous. 

23:11 Duty—Certain outlines of duty are imposed 
on all mankind (Mic. 6:8). We know that one man’s 
specific duty may differ from another's, but all share 
a single common requirement: all must give account 
before God of what they have done or left undone. 
The church cannot decide how well each person 
is performing; there is no “spiritual commitment 
meter” to give an exact rating of each person’s fulfill- 
ment of duty. Each person is responsible to maintain 
his or her own spiritual life. 

23:12-13 make marriages with them. Years later, 
Solomon ignored this command and proved how 
destructive the sin of being unequally yoked could 
be (1 Kin. 3:1; 11:1—8; 2 Cor. 6:14). 

23:16 perish... from the good land. This warning 


saw its most dramatic fulfillment when Judah was 
carried into Babylon because of its repeated rebellion 
against God (2 Kin. 25). The saddest thing is that Is- 
rael’s rebellion began almost immediately. God lov- 
ingly gave them every good thing, but when they 
disobeyed, they had to be punished. 

24:1 Shechem. Shechem was a site of ancient reli- 
gious significance and covenant making going back 
to Abraham's day (Gen. 12:6; 33:18-20). 
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254 @ Joshua 24:2 
cpresented themselves before God. 2And 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says 
the LoRD God of Israel: ¢‘Your fathers, in- 
cluding Terah, the father of Abraham and 
the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side 
of the River* in old times; and ¢they served 
other gods. 3/Then I took your father Abra- 
ham from the other side of the River, led 
him throughout all the land of Canaan, and 
multiplied his descendants and ¢gave him 
Isaac. 4To Isaac I gave "Jacob and Esau. 
To ‘Esau I gave the mountains of Seir to 
possess, ibut Jacob and his children went 
down to Egypt. 5*Also I sent Moses and 
Aaron, and 'I plagued Egypt, according 
to what I did among them. Afterward I 
brought you out. 

6Then I “brought your fathers out of 
Egypt, and you came to the sea; and the 
Egyptians pursued your fathers with char- 
iots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7So they 
cried out to the LORD; and He put "darkness 
between you and the Egyptians, brought 
the sea upon them, and covered them. And 
oyour eyes saw what I did in Egypt. Then 
you dwelt in the wilderness a long time. 
8And I brought you into the land of the Am- 
orites, who dwelt on the other side of the 
Jordan, ¢and they fought with you. But I 
gave them into your hand, that you might 
possess their land, and I destroyed them 
from before you. 9Then "Balak the son of 
Zippor, king of Moab, arose to make war 
against Israel, and ssent and called Balaam 
the son of Beor to curse you. !©'But I would 
not listen to Balaam; “therefore he contin- 
ued to bless you. So I delivered you out of 
his hand. 1Then vyou went over the Jor- 
dan and came to Jericho. And “the men of 
Jericho fought against you—also the Am- 
orites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. But I delivered them into your 
hand. 12x] sent the hornet before you which 
drove them out from before you, also the 
two kings of the Amorites, but ynot with 
your sword or with your bow. !3] have giv- 
en you a land for which you did not labor, 
and 2cities which you did not build, and you 
dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards and 
olive groves which you did not plant.’ 

l4a“Niow therefore, fear the LORD, serve 
Him in »sincerity and in truth, and cput 


away the gods which your fathers served 
on the other side of the River and 4in Egypt. 
Serve the LorD! 5And if it seems evil to you 
to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether fthe 
gods which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the River, or the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. 
hBut as for me and my house, we will serve 
the LORD.” 

16So the people answered and said: “Far 
be it from us that we should forsake the 
LORD to serve other gods; !’for the LORD 
our God is He who brought us and our 
fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage, who did those great 
signs in our sight, and preserved us in all 
the way that we went and among all the 
people through whom we passed. !8And 
the LORD drove out from before us all the 
people, including the Amorites who dwelt 
in the land. ‘We also will serve the LORD, 
for He is our God.” 

19But Joshua said to the people, i“You 
cannot serve the LORD, for He is a Rholy 
God. He is 'a jealous God; ™He will not 
forgive your transgressions nor your sins. 
20nIf you forsake the LORD and serve for- 
eign gods, °then He will turn and do you 
harm and consume you, after He has done 
you good.” 

21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but 
we will serve the LORD!” 

22So Joshua said to the people, “You are 
witnesses against yourselves that Pyou 
have chosen the LorD for yourselves, to 
serve Him.” 

And they said, “We are witnesses!” 

23“Now therefore,” he said, a“put away 
the foreign gods which are among you, and 
rincline your heart to the LORD God of Is- 
rael.” 

24And the people ssaid to Joshua, “The 
LORD our God we will serve, and His voice 
we will obey!” 

25So Joshua tmade a covenant with the 
people that day, and made for them a stat- 
ute and an ordinance “in Shechem. 

26Then Joshua Ywrote these words in 
the Book of the Law of God. And he took 
wa large stone, and xset it up there Yunder 


* 24:2 Hebrew Nahar, the Euphrates, and so in 
verses 3, 14, and 15 


24:13 aland for which you did not labor. This fulfills 
the promise given to Moses in Deuteronomy 6:10-11. 
The land was a gift from God to His people. In a sim- 
ilar sense, He has given us another gift for which we 
did not labor. The gift of salvation, through Jesus 
Christ, cannot be bought or paid for; it is graciously 
given from a loving God to those who will accept it. 
24:15 as for me and my house. Joshua's famous 
words show the stand we must take—on the side of 
the living God. 


24:1¢1Sam.10:19  24:24Gen. 11:7-32 @ Josh. 24:14 
24:3 fGen. 12:1; Acts 7:2, 3 9[Ps.127:3] 24:4"Gen. 


25:24-26 ‘Deut. 2:5 /Gen. 46:1,3,6 24:5*Ex.3:10 
'Ex.7-10 24:6 Ex. 12:37, 51; 14:2-31 24:7" Ex. 
14:20 ° Deut. 4:34 PJosh.5:6 24:89Num. 21:21-35 
24:9" Judg. 11:25 SNum. 22:2-14 24:10 'Deut. 23:5 
4¥Num. 23:11, 20; 24:10 24:11 “Josh. 3:14, 17 “Josh. 6:1; 
10:1 24:12 Ex. 23:28 YPs.44:3 24:137Deut. 6:10, 11 
24:1441 Sam. 12:24 ©2 Cor. 1:12 ¢Ezek. 20:18 4Ezek. 
20:7,8 24:15¢1Kin. 18:21 fJosh. 24:2 9 Ex. 23:24, 

32 MGen. 18:19 24:18/Ps.116:16 24:19/ Matt. 6:24 
k1 Sam. 6:20 /Ex.20:5 "Ex. 23:21 24:20" Ezra 8:22 
°Deut. 4:24-26 24:22PPs.119:173 24:23 9Gen. 35:2 
'1 Kin. 8:57,58  24:245Deut.5:24-27 24:25'Ex. 
15:25 “Josh. 24:1 24:26” Deut. 31:24 “ Judg. 9:6 
*Gen. 28:18 ¥Gen. 35:4 


the oak that was by the sanctuary of the 
LORD. 27And Joshua said to all the people, 
“Behold, this stone shall be za witness to us, 
for ¢it has heard all the words of the LORD 
which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be 
a witness to you, lest you deny your God.” 
28So >Joshua let the people depart, each to 
his own inheritance. 


Death of Joshua and Eleazar 

29cNow it came to pass after these things 
that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of 
the LORD, died, being one hundred and ten 
years old. 30And they buried him within the 
border of his inheritance at ¢Timnath Se- 
rah, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, 
on the north side of Mount Gaash. 
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3le]srael served the LORD all the days of 
Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 
outlived Joshua, who had ‘known all the 
works of the LORD which He had done for 
Israel. 

32The bones of Joseph, which the chil- 
dren of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, 
they buried at Shechem, in the plot of 
ground ’which Jacob had bought from the 
sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for 
one hundred pieces of silver, and which 
had become an inheritance of the children 
of Joseph. 

33And ‘Eleazar the son of Aaron died. 
They buried him in a hill belonging to 
jPhinehas his son, which was given to him 
in the mountains of Ephraim. 


24:32 The bones of Joseph. The brief account of 
the transfer of Joseph’s body to Canaan from Egypt 
notes the fulfillment of Joseph's prophecy hundreds 
of years before (Gen. 50:24-25). 
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THE BOOK OF 


JUDGES 


> AUTHOR: Although the author of Judges is anonymous, Jewish tradition con- 
tained in the Talmud attributes Judges to Samuel. Samuel lived during the time the 
book could have been written, and he was a principal character in the transition to 
the next phase. He would have been aware of the events that occur in the book. 
Samuel certainly was the crucial link between the period of the judges and the peri- 
od of the kings. His prophetic ministry clearly fits the moral commentary of Judges, 
and the consistent style and orderly scheme of the book points to a single compiler. 
> TIME: c. 1380-1045 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Judg. 2:20-21 

> THEME: During the Book of Judges, the land wasn’t fully conquered. There was 
political chaos. The Israelites appeared to live mostly in the land between the cit- 
ies of the Philistines, who dominate them much of the time. Two common phrases 
occur in the book: The first is the Israelites “did evil in the sight of the LorD.” The 
second is “everyone did what was right in his own eyes.” In the midst of this situation 
God raises up judges, who in addition to playing the role of adjudicator, also provide 
leadership in pulling the tribes together to fight the unconquered nations. Most 
are reluctant. Nevertheless, God is able to use them and demonstrate His power 


through these individuals. 


The Continuing Conquest 


of Canaan 

Now after the ¢death of Joshua it came 

to pass that the children of Israel asked 
the LORD, saying, “Who shall be first to go 
up for us against the ‘Canaanites to fight 
against them?” 

2And the LorD said, ¢“Judah shall go 
up. Indeed I have delivered the land into 
his hand.” 

3So Judah said to ¢Simeon his brother, 
“Come up with me to my allotted territory, 
that we may fight against the Canaanites; 
and ‘I will likewise go with you to your 
allotted territory.” And Simeon went with 
him. 4Then Judah went up, and the LORD 
delivered the Canaanites and the Periz- 
zites into their hand; and they killed ten 
thousand men at *Bezek. 5And they found 
Adoni-Bezek in Bezek, and fought against 


him; and they defeated the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites. Then Adoni-Bezek fled, and 
they pursued him and caught him and cut 
off his thumbs and big toes. 7And Adoni- 
Bezek said, “Seventy kings with their 
thumbs and big toes cut off used to gather 
scraps under my table; "as I have done, so 
God has repaid me.” Then they brought him 
to Jerusalem, and there he died. 

8Now ‘the children of Judah fought 
against Jerusalem and took it; they struck 
it with the edge of the sword and set the 
city on fire. %And afterward the children of 
Judah went down to fight against the Ca- 
naanites who dwelt in the mountains, in the 
South,* and in the lowland. !9Then Judah 
went against the Canaanites who dwelt in 
kHebron. (Now the name of Hebron was 


* 1:9 Hebrew Negev, and so throughout this book 


1:1 Now after the death of Joshua. Judges begins 
as the Book of Joshua does, with reference to the 
death of the previous leader. Yet no new leader was 
commissioned to lead Israel after Joshua. The tribe of 
Judah was designated to lead in the fight against the 
Canaanites, the first hint of the fulfillment of Jacob's 
prophecy (Gen. 49:8-12). 

1:3 Judah... Simeon. History bound the tribes of 
Judah and Simeon together. They were descended 
from the same mother (Gen. 29:33-35), and Simeon 
had inherited land in Judah’s territory Josh. 19:1,9). 
1:6-7 thumbs and big toes. To cut off a warrior’s 
thumbs and big toes would prevent him from ever 


engaging in battle again, besides subjecting him to 
pain and humiliation. 

1:8 Jerusalem. Jerusalem was captured and burned, 
but not settled. The complete conquest and set- 
tlement of Jerusalem was not accomplished until 
David's day (2 Sam. 5:6-10). 

1:10 Hebron. Hebron, about 20 miles southwest of 
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formerly 'Kirjath Arba.) And they killed 
Sheshai, Ahiman, and Talmai. 

1lmFrom there they went against the in- 
habitants of Debir. (The name of Debir was 
formerly Kirjath Sepher.) 

12nThen Caleb said, “Whoever attacks 
Kirjath Sepher and takes it, to him I will 
give my daughter Achsah as wife.” BAnd 
Othniel the son of Kenaz, °Caleb’s younger 
brother, took it; so he gave him his daugh- 
ter Achsah as wife. 4°Now it happened, 
when she came to him, that she urged him* 
to ask her father for a field. And she dis- 
mounted from her donkey, and Caleb said 
to her, “What do you wish?” 5So she said to 
him, 7“Give me a blessing; since you have 
given me land in the South, give me also 
springs of water.” 

And Caleb gave her the upper springs 
and the lower springs. 

16rNow the children of the Kenite, Mo- 
ses’ father-in-law, went up ‘from the City 
of Palms with the children of Judah into 
the Wilderness of Judah, which lies in 
the South near ‘Arad; “and they went and 
dwelt among the people. !7”7And Judah 
went with his brother Simeon, and they 
attacked the Canaanites who inhabited 
Zephath, and utterly destroyed it. So the 
name of the city was called ~Hormah. 
18A]lso Judah took *Gaza with its territory, 
Ashkelon with its territory, and Ekron with 
its territory. 19So the LORD was with Judah. 
And they drove out the mountaineers, but 
they could not drive out the inhabitants of 
the lowland, because they had chariots of 
iron. 2°2And they gave Hebron to Caleb, 
as Moses had said. Then he expelled from 
there the ¢three sons of Anak. 2!>But the 
children of Benjamin did not drive out the 
Jebusites who inhabited Jerusalem; so the 
Jebusites dwell with the children of Benja- 
min in Jerusalem to this day. 

22 And the house of Joseph also went up 
against Bethel, ‘and the LORD was with 
them. 23So the house of Joseph 4sent men 
to spy out Bethel. (The name of the city was 
formerly ¢Luz.) 24And when the spies saw 
aman coming out of the city, they said to 
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him, “Please show us the entrance to the 
city, and fwe will show you mercy.” 25So 
he showed them the entrance to the city, 
and they struck the city with the edge of 
the sword; but they let the man and all his 
family go. 26And the man went to the land 
of the Hittites, built a city, and called its 
name Luz, which is its name to this day. 


Incomplete Conquest of the Land 

27sHowever, Manasseh did not drive out 
the inhabitants of Beth Shean and its vil- 
lages, or "Taanach and its villages, or the 
inhabitants of ‘Dor and its villages, or the 
inhabitants of Ibleam and its villages, or 
the inhabitants of Megiddo and its villag- 
es; for the Canaanites were determined to 
dwell in that land. 28And it came to pass, 
when Israel was strong, that they put the 
Canaanites under tribute, but did not com- 
pletely drive them out. 

29INor did Ephraim drive out the Ca- 
naanites who dwelt in Gezer; so the Ca- 
naanites dwelt in Gezer among them. 

30Nor did *Zebulun drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Kitron or the inhabitants of Naha- 
lol; so the Canaanites dwelt among them, 
and were put under tribute. 

3llNor did Asher drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Acco or the inhabitants of Sidon, 
or of Ahlab, Achzib, Helbah, Aphik, or Re- 
hob. 32So the Asherites "dwelt among the 
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; for 
they did not drive them out. 

33nNor did Naphtali drive out the inhabi- 
tants of Beth Shemesh or the inhabitants of 
Beth Anath; but they dwelt among the Ca- 
naanites, the inhabitants of the land. Nev- 
ertheless the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh 
and Beth Anath were put under tribute to 
them. 

34And the Amorites forced the children 
of Dan into the mountains, for they would 
not allow them to come down to the val- 
ley; 35and the Amorites were determined 
to dwell in Mount Heres, °in Aijalon, and 
in Shaalbim;* yet when the strength of the 


*1:14 Septuagint and Vulgate read he urged her. 
* 1:35 Spelled Shaalabbin in Joshua 19:42 


Jerusalem, was where Abraham settled and built an 
altar (Gen. 13:18). 

1:16 the Kenite. The Kenites were Midianites, descen- 
dants of Abraham's son by Keturah (Gen. 25:1-4). 
1:18 Gaza... Ashkelon... Ekron. \srael was not 
able to hold these cities for long. By Samson's day, 
all three were in Philistine hands again (14:19; 16:1; 
1 Sam. 5:10). 

1:21 Unfaithfulness—This verse duplicates Joshua 
15:63 almost exactly, except that in Joshua the tribe 
of Judah is held responsible. Jerusalem lay on the 
border between Judah and Benjamin; either or both 
tribes were responsible for driving out the Canaan- 
ites. Their failure to do so was not because the task 
was too hard, but because they did not really take 
God’s commands and promises seriously. Jerusalem 
was not claimed for Israel until David came, a man 
who trusted the Lord for his victories and obeyed 


His word. Victories for the Lord are won only through 
faith. 

1:22 Bethel. Bethel means “house of God.” It was a 
site with an honored history, beginning with Abra- 
ham’s first sacrifice to God (Gen. 13:3—4) and Jacob's 
revelation from God there (Gen. 31:13). 
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house of Joseph became greater, they were 
put under tribute. 

36Now the boundary of the Amorites 
was Pfrom the Ascent of Akrabbim, from 
Sela, and upward. 


Israel’s Disobedience 

Then the Angel of the LORD came up 

from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: “I led 
you up from Egypt and »brought you to the 
land of which I swore to your fathers; and ‘I 
said, ‘I will never break My covenant with 
you. 2And ¢you shall make no covenant 
with the inhabitants of this land; ¢you shall 
tear down their altars.’ fBut you have not 
obeyed My voice. Why have you done this? 
3Therefore I also said, ‘I will not drive them 
out before you; but they shall be ¢thorns in 
your side,* and "their gods shall be a ‘snare 
to you.’” 4So it was, when the Angel of the 
LORD spoke these words to all the children 
of Israel, that the people lifted up their voic- 
es and wept. 

5Then they called the name of that place 
Bochim;* and they sacrificed there to the 
LorRD. ®And when ‘Joshua had dismissed 
the people, the children of Israel went each 
to his own inheritance to possess the land. 


Death of Joshua 

7kSo the people served the LORD all the 
days of Joshua, and all the days of the el- 
ders who outlived Joshua, who had seen 
all the great works of the LORD which He 
had done for Israel. 8Now ‘Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died when 
he was one hundred and ten years old. 
§9mAnd they buried him within the border 
of his inheritance at "Timnath Heres, in the 
mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of 
Mount Gaash. !0When all that generation 
had been gathered to their fathers, another 
generation arose after them who °did not 
know the LorD nor the work which He had 
done for Israel. 


Israel’s Unfaithfulness 

Then the children of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the LORD, and served the Baals; 
l2and they “forsook the LORD God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of the 
land of Egypt; and they followed "other 
gods from among the gods of the people 
who were all around them, and they ‘bowed 
down to them; and they provoked the LORD 
to anger. They forsook the LORD tand 
served Baal and the Ashtoreths.* 4uAnd 
the anger of the LORD was hot against Is- 
rael. So He vdelivered them into the hands 
of plunderers who despoiled them; and He 
sold them into the hands of their enemies 
all around, so that they xcould no longer 
stand before their enemies. 15 Wherever 
they went out, the hand of the LORD was 
against them for calamity, as the LORD had 
said, and as the LORD had Ysworn to them. 
And they were greatly distressed. 

16Nevertheless, 7the LORD raised up 
judges who delivered them out of the hand 
of those who plundered them. !7Yet they 
would not listen to their judges, but they 
aplayed the harlot with other gods, and 
bowed down to them. They turned quick- 
ly from the way in which their fathers 
walked, in obeying the commandments of 
the LORD; they did not do so. !8And when 
the LORD raised up judges for them, the 
LORD was with the judge and delivered 
them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge; ‘for the LORD was moved 
to pity by their groaning because of those 
who oppressed them and harassed them. 
19And it came to pass, ¢when the judge was 
dead, that they reverted and behaved more 
corruptly than their fathers, by following 
other gods, to serve them and bow down to 


*2:3 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read 
enemies toyou. *2:5 Literally Weeping 
* 2:13 Canaanite goddesses 


2:1 the Angel of the Lorp. The Angel of the Lord 
appears as God’s representative here, speaking 
authoritatively to the people about their covenant 
disobedience. 

2:2 you shall make no covenant. God's commands 
to make no covenants with pagan nations and to tear 
down their altars are found in Exodus 23:32; 34:13; 
Deuteronomy 12:3. 

2:8-10 Joshua... died. Most likely the reference to 
Joshua's death in 1:1 is placed chronologically, and 
this subsequent passage has been inserted by the 
author out of sequence. It is a “flashback” that leads 
into the second major section of the book, empha- 
sizing the spiritual downfall of the nation after their 
leader was gone. 

2:13 Ashtoreths. Ashtoreth was a female fertility 
goddess and a goddess of love and war, closely asso- 
ciated with Baal (10:6; 1 Sam. 7:4; 12:10). 

2:15 as the Lorp had sworn. God had promised to 
deliver Israel into the hands of its enemies if the peo- 
ple forsook Him (Deut. 28:25; Josh. 23:13). 

2:18 Pity—God is compassionate toward His people 
at all times. But God had given notice to His people 


(Deut. 28) that if they disobeyed Him, and did not 
live according to the covenant, then He would have 
to discipline them. However, if they did live accord- 
ing to the covenant, then He would bless them as a 
nation. Throughout Judges the pattern occurred that 
when the people forgot God another nation would 
come down upon them as an act of judgment from 
God. When the nation turned to God, He also would 
turn and “hear” and “pity” them and bring deliver- 
ance. God had not forgotten them when they were 
in trouble, but He wanted that trouble to cause them 
to turn to Him. 
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them. They did not cease from their own 
doings nor from their stubborn way. 

20Then the anger of the LORD was hot 
against Israel; and He said, “Because this 
nation has etransgressed My covenant 
which I commanded their fathers, and has 
not heeded My voice, 7!I also will no longer 
drive out before them any of the nations 
which Joshua fleft when he died, 22so ¢that 
through them I may "test Israel, whether 
they will keep the ways of the LORD, to 
walk in them as their fathers kept them, 
or not.” 23Therefore the LORD left those 
nations, without driving them out immedi- 
ately; nor did He deliver them into the hand 
of Joshua. 


The Nations Remaining in the Land 
Now these are “the nations which the 
LORD left, that He might test Israel by 

them, that is, all who had not known any 

of the wars in Canaan 2(this was only so 
that the generations of the children of Is- 
rael might be taught to know war, at least 
those who had not formerly known it), 
3namely, >five lords of the Philistines, all 
the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hi- 
vites who dwelt in Mount Lebanon, from 

Mount Baal Hermon to the entrance of Ha- 

math. 4And they were left, that He might 

test Israel by them, to know whether they 
would obey the commandments of the 

LORD, which He had commanded their fa- 

thers by the hand of Moses. 
5cThus the children of Israel dwelt 

among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites. And “they took their 

daughters to be their wives, and gave their 
daughters to their sons; and they served 
their gods. 


Othniel 

7So the children of Israel did ¢evil in the 
sight of the LORD. They ‘forgot the LORD 
their God, and served the Baals and Ashe- 
rahs.* 8Therefore the anger of the LORD 
was hot against Israel, and He sold them 


Judges 3:20 ™ 259 


into the hand of "Cushan-Rishathaim king 
of Mesopotamia; and the children of Israel 
served Cushan-Rishathaim eight years. 
9When the children of Israel ‘cried out to 
the LORD, the LORD ‘raised up a deliverer 
for the children of Israel, who delivered 
them: ®Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s 
younger brother. !9'The Spirit of the LORD 
came upon him, and he judged Israel. He 
went out to war, and the LorD delivered 
Cushan-Rishathaim king of Mesopotamia 
into his hand; and his hand prevailed over 
Cushan-Rishathaim. !!So the land had rest 
for forty years. Then Othniel the son of Ke- 
naz died. 


Ehud 

12mAnd the children of Israel again did 
evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD 
strengthened "Eglon king of Moab against 
Israel, because they had done evil in the 
sight of the LORD. 8Then he gathered to 
himself the people of Ammon and °Ama- 
lek, went and defeated Israel, and took 
possession of Pthe City of Palms. 4So the 
children of Israel 4served Eglon king of 
Moab eighteen years. 

1SBut when the children of Israel "cried 
out to the LORD, the LORD raised up a de- 
liverer for them: Ehud the son of Gera, the 
Benjamite, a ‘left-handed man. By him 
the children of Israel sent tribute to Eglon 
king of Moab. !6Now Ehud made himself a 
dagger (it was double-edged and a cubit in 
length) and fastened it under his clothes on 
his right thigh. !7So he brought the tribute 
to Eglon king of Moab. (Now Eglon was a 
very fat man.) !18And when he had finished 
presenting the tribute, he sent away the 
people who had carried the tribute. !9But 
he himself turned back ‘from the stone im- 
ages that were at Gilgal, and said, “Ihavea 
secret message for you, O king.” 

He said, “Keep silence!” And all who at- 
tended him went out from him. 

20So Ehud came to him (now he was 


* 3:7 Name or symbol for Canaanite goddesses 


3:1 test Israel. The idea of testing implies difficulty 
and adversity; elsewhere the same word refers to 
God's testing of Abraham (Gen. 22:1) and Hezekiah 
(2 Chr. 32:31). Here God was testing Israel to refine it. 
3:8 Cushan-Rishathaim. This name means “Cushan 
of double wickedness.” This may not have been his 
actual name, but instead a name pinned on him by 
the author of Judges for ridicule. 

3:9 Othniel. Othniel was the hero who captured the 
city of Kirjath Sepher (1:13; Josh. 15:17). He was from 
Judah and was Caleb’s near kinsman. 

3:12 Moab. Moab was a plateau southeast of the 
Dead Sea. It was populated by nomadic herders and 
farmers in small agrarian settlements but had no 
large cities. It sat on either side of the King’s Highway, 
an important north-south trade route. The ancestor 
of the Moabites was the offspring of Lot’s incestuous 
relationship with his older daughter (Gen. 19:37), so 


the Moabites and Israelites were distantly related. 
The Bible frequently mentions conflict between the 
two peoples, and particularly the trouble caused by 
the Israelite tendency to embrace Moab's false gods. 
3:20 cool private chamber. |n ancient cities, a small 
room was often built onto the flat roof of a house, 
providing a cool, private place away from the cooking 
fires and general living areas. 
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sitting upstairs in his cool private cham- 
ber). Then Ehud said, “I have a message 
from God for you.” So he arose from his 
seat. 21Then Ehud reached with his left 
hand, took the dagger from his right thigh, 
and thrust it into his belly. 22Even the hilt 
went in after the blade, and the fat closed 
over the blade, for he did not draw the dag- 
ger out of his belly; and his entrails came 
out. 23Then Ehud went out through the 
porch and shut the doors of the upper room 
behind him and locked them. 

24When he had gone out, Eglon’s* ser- 
vants came to look, and to their surprise, 
the doors of the upper room were locked. 
So they said, “He is probably vattending to 
his needs in the cool chamber.” 25So they 
waited till they were vembarrassed, and 
still he had not opened the doors of the up- 
per room. Therefore they took the key and 
opened them. And there was their master, 
fallen dead on the floor. 

26But Ehud had escaped while they de- 
layed, and passed beyond the stone images 
and escaped to Seirah. 27And it happened, 
when he arrived, that whe blew the trumpet 
in the *mountains of Ephraim, and the chil- 
dren of Israel went down with him from 
the mountains; and he led them. 28Then he 
said to them, “Follow me, for yYthe LORD has 
delivered your enemies the Moabites into 
your hand.” So they went down after him, 
seized the zfords of the Jordan leading to 
Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross 
over. 29And at that time they killed about 
ten thousand men of Moab, all stout men of 
valor; not a man escaped. 39So Moab was 
subdued that day under the hand of Israel. 
And the land had rest for eighty years. 


Shamgar 

31After him was >Shamgar the son of 
Anath, who killed six hundred men of the 
Philistines «with an ox goad; ¢and he also 
delivered eIsrael. 


Deborah 
When Ehud was dead, “the children 
of Israel again did Pevil in the sight of 


the LORD. 2So the LORD ‘sold them into 
the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who 
reigned in 4Hazor. The commander of his 
army was @Sisera, who dwelt in /Harosheth 
Hagoyim. And the children of Israel cried 
out to the LorD; for Jabin had nine hun- 
dred £chariots of iron, and for twenty years 
hhe had harshly oppressed the children of 
Israel. 

4Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of 
Lapidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 
5iAnd she would sit under the palm tree of 
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the 
mountains of Ephraim. And the children of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. *Then 
she sent and called for ‘Barak the son of 
Abinoam from *Kedesh in Naphtali, and 
said to him, “Has not the LORD God of Is- 
rael commanded, ‘Go and deploy troops at 
Mount 'Tabor; take with you ten thousand 
men of the sons of Naphtali and of the sons 
of Zebulun; 7and against you ™I will deploy 
Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, 
with his chariots and his multitude at the 
River Kishon; and I will deliver him into 
your hand’?” 

8And Barak said to her, “If you will go 
with me, then I will go; but if you will not 
go with me, I will not go!” 

9So she said, “I will surely go with you; 
nevertheless there will be no glory for you 
in the journey you are taking, for the LORD 
will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” 
Then Deborah arose and went with Barak 
to Kedesh. !9And Barak called »Zebulun 
and Naphtali to Kedesh; he went up with 
ten thousand men ¢under his command,* 
and Deborah went up with him. 

UNow Heber 'the Kenite, of the children 
of sHobab the father-in-law of Moses, had 
separated himself from the Kenites and 
pitched his tent near the terebinth tree at 
Zaanaim, ‘which is beside Kedesh. 

12And they reported to Sisera that Barak 
the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount 
Tabor. 18So Sisera gathered together all his 
chariots, nine hundred chariots of iron, 


* 3:24 Literally his *4:10 Literally at his feet 


4:2 Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. 
Years earlier, Joshua had defeated a king of Hazor 
named Jabin (Josh. 11:1-15). Probably Jabin was a 
title rather than a proper name. 

4:4 Deborah. Deborah is shown in the best light of all 
the judges in the book. She is called a prophetess (v. 
4), and many sought out her decisions (v. 5). For this 
reason, she is called “a mother in Israel” (5:7). She is 
probably included among the leaders in Israel (5:2), 
and she instructed Barak in the strategy of the battle 
(4:9,14). She was also a prominent author of the vic- 
tory song (5:1) and gave her name to a place in Israel, 
the palm tree of Deborah (v. 5). 

4:9 no glory for you. Barak clearly respected Deb- 
orah as the Lord’s spokesperson, and wanted her to 
be nearby so that he could receive instructions from 
the Lord. It is not clear whether Deborah's response 


was a rebuke, or just a statement, but it seems that 
part of the reason Israel was judged by a woman was 
because the men were not listening that closely to 
God, or willing to take the responsibility. Whatever 
his stage of spiritual growth was at the time, Barak 
did obey the Lord andis listed in the Book of Hebrews 
as aman of great faith (Heb. 11:32). 
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and all the people who were with him, from 
Harosheth Hagoyim to the River Kishon. 

14Then Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For 
this is the day in which the LORD has de- 
livered Sisera into your hand. “Has not the 
LORD gone out before you?” So Barak went 
down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand 
men following him. And the LoRD routed 
Sisera and all his chariots and all his army 
with the edge of the sword before Barak; 
and Sisera alighted from his chariot and 
fled away on foot. 16But Barak pursued the 
chariots and the army as far as Harosheth 
Hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by 
the edge of the sword; not a man was “left. 

17However, Sisera had fled away on foot 
to the tent of wJael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite; for there was peace between Jabin 
king of Hazor and the house of Heber the 
Kenite. 18And Jael went out to meet Sisera, 
and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord, turn 
aside to me; do not fear.” And when he had 
turned aside with her into the tent, she cov- 
ered him with a blanket. 

19Then he said to her, “Please give me 
a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” 
So she opened xa jug of milk, gave him a 
drink, and covered him. 2°And he said to 
her, “Stand at the door of the tent, and if 
any man comes and inquires of you, and 
says, ‘Is there any man here?’ you shall say, 
“No.” 

21Then Jael, Heber’s wife, Ytook a tent 
peg and took a hammer in her hand, and 
went softly to him and drove the peg into 
his temple, and it went down into the 
ground; for he was fast asleep and weary. 
So he died. 22And then, as Barak pursued 
Sisera, Jael came out to meet him, and said 
to him, “Come, I will show you the man 
whom you seek.” And when he went into 
her tent, there lay Sisera, dead with the peg 
in his temple. 

23So on that day God subdued Jabin king 
of Canaan in the presence of the children 
of Israel. 24And the hand of the children of 
Israel grew stronger and stronger against 
Jabin king of Canaan, until they had de- 
stroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 


The Song of Deborah 
Then Deborah and Barak the son of 
Abinoam 4sang on that day, saying: 
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2 “When leaders Plead in Israel, 
cWhen the people willingly offer 
themselves, 
Bless the LORD! 


3 “Hear,¢ O kings! Give ear, O princes! 
I, even ¢l, will sing to the LORD; 
I will sing praise to the LORD God of 
Israel. 


4 “LORD, fwhen You went out from Seir, 
When You marched from “the field of 
Edom, 
The earth trembled and the heavens 
poured, 
The clouds also poured water; 
5 hThe mountains gushed before the 


LORD, 
iThis Sinai, before the LORD God of 
Israel. 


6 “In the days of iShamgar, son of Anath, 
In the days of ’Jael, 
'The highways were deserted, 
And the travelers walked along the 
byways. 
7 Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel, 
Until I, Deborah, arose, 
Arose a mother in Israel. 
8 They chose “new gods; 
Then there was war in the gates; 
Not a shield or spear was seen among 
forty thousand in Israel. 
9 My heart is with the rulers of Israel 
Who offered themselves willingly with 
the people. 
Bless the LORD! 


“Speak, you who ride on white 
ndonkeys, 
Who sit in judges’ attire, 
And who walk along the road. 
Far from the noise of the archers, 
among the watering places, 
There they shall recount the righteous 
acts of the LORD, 

The righteous acts for His villagers in 
Israel; 

Then the people of the LORD shall go 
down to the gates. 


12 “Awake,° awake, Deborah! 
Awake, awake, sing a song! 
Arise, Barak, and lead your captives 
away, 
O son of Abinoam! 


1 


os 


1 
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5:2 when leaders lead in Israel. The phrase literally 
means “the long-haired ones who let their hair hang 
loose.” The precise meaning of the phrase is obscure, 
but it may mean that loosed locks or flowing hair 
were signs of great strength or leadership. 

5:2-3 Praise—Deborah did not attribute their suc- 
cess to herself or to Barak, or even to Jael, but to the 
Lord. He was the one to whom all praise and thanks- 
giving were directed in the celebration of their victory. 
5:7 a mother in Israel. This phrase occurs twice in 
the Old Testament, here and in 2 Samuel 20:19. The 
title is given to Deborah as one of honor, respect, and 
prominence. 


5:10 ride on white donkeys... walk along the road. 
This verse calls all classes of society to bear witness to 
the mighty acts of God, from the ruling classes, those 
tiding on white donkeys, to the lowest classes, those 
who walk on the road. 
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13 “Then the survivors came down, the 
people against the nobles; 
The LORD came down for me against 
the mighty. 

44 From Ephraim were those whose roots 

were in PAmalek. 

After you, Benjamin, with your 
peoples, 

From Machir rulers came down, 

And from Zebulun those who bear the 
recruiter’s staff. 

15 And the princes of Issachar* were with 

Deborah; 
As Issachar, so was Barak 
Sent into the valley under his 
command;* 
Among the divisions of Reuben 
There were great resolves of heart. 

16 Why did you sit among the sheepfolds, 
To hear the pipings for the flocks? 
The divisions of Reuben have great 

searchings of heart. 

17 aGilead stayed beyond the Jordan, 
And why did Dan remain on ships?* 
‘Asher continued at the seashore, 

And stayed by his inlets. 
18 sZebulun is a people who jeopardized 
their lives to the point of death, 
Naphtali also, on the heights of the 
battlefield. 


19 “The kings came and fought, 
Then the kings of Canaan fought 
In 'Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo; 
They took no spoils of silver. 
20 They fought from the heavens; 
The stars from their courses fought 
against Sisera. 
“The torrent of Kishon swept them 
away, 
That ancient torrent, the torrent of 
Kishon. 
O my soul, march on in strength! 
Then the horses’ hooves pounded, 
The galloping, galloping of his steeds. 
3 ‘Curse Meroz,’ said the angel* of the 
LORD, 
‘Curse its inhabitants bitterly, 
Because they did not come to the help 
of the LORD, 
To the help of the LORD against the 
mighty.’ 
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24 “Most blessed among women is Jael, 
The wife of Heber the Kenite; 
vBlessed is she among women in tents. 
25 He asked for water, she gave milk; 
She brought out cream in a lordly 
bowl. 
26 She stretched her hand to the tent peg, 
Her right hand to the workmen’s 
hammer; 
She pounded Sisera, she pierced his 
head, 
She split and struck through his 
temple. 
27 At her feet he sank, he fell, he lay still; 
At her feet he sank, he fell; 
Where he sank, there he fell dead. 


28 “The mother of Sisera looked through 
the window, 
And cried out through the lattice, 
‘Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why tarries the clatter of his 
chariots?’ 
29 Her wisest ladies answered her, 
Yes, she answered herself, 
30 ‘Are they not finding and dividing the 
spoil: 
To every man a girl or two; 
For Sisera, plunder of dyed garments, 
Plunder of garments embroidered and 
dyed, 
Two pieces of dyed embroidery for the 
neck of the looter?’ 


31 “Thus let all Your enemies «perish, 
O Lorp! 
But let those who love Him be Ylike 
the Zsun 
When it comes out in full “strength.” 


So the land had rest for forty years. 


Midianites Oppress Israel 
Then the children of Israel did “evil 
in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD 
delivered them into the hand of >Midian 
for seven years, 2and the hand of Midian 
prevailed against Israel. Because of the 


*5:15 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads And my princes in 
Issachar. ¢ Literally at his feet *5:17 Or at ease 
*5:23 Or Angel 


5:17 remain on ships. The reference to Dan remain- 
ing “in ships” probably reflects the location of their 
original inheritance, which was along the south-cen- 
tral coastal plain where they would have had access 
to the sea (Josh. 19:40-46). Later they migrated 
northward, having been forced out of their territory 
(1:34; 18:1; Josh. 19:47). 

5:26 Sisera. The poem describes Sisera’s death using 
graphic, emotive language, which it repeats several 
times to make the point. Sisera’s death was probably 
a bloodier affair than the prose account indicates. 
6:1 Midian. Midian was located in the Arabian 
Peninsula, southeast of Israel and east of the Sinai 
Peninsula. The Midianites were descendants of Abra- 
ham through his wife Keturah (Gen. 25:1-2), so they 


were distantly related to the Israelites. Midianites 
bought Joseph from his brothers (Gen. 37:25-36), 
welcomed Moses in the wilderness (Ex. 2:15—21), and 
hired Balaam to curse Israel (Num. 22:7). Generally 
speaking, Israel counted Midian among its foes. In 
this account, the Midianites were menacing Israel, 
burning, looting, and leaving many near starvation 
6:4-5). 
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Midianites, the children of Israel made for 
themselves the dens, cthe caves, and the 
strongholds which are in the mountains. 
3So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Mid- 
ianites would come up; also Amalekites 
and the ¢people of the East would come up 
against them. 4Then they would encamp 
against them and destroy the produce 
of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no 
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox 
nor fdonkey. 5For they would come up with 
their livestock and their tents, coming in as 
numerous as locusts; both they and their 
camels were without number; and they 
would enter the land to destroy it. §So Is- 
rael was greatly impoverished because of 
the Midianites, and the children of Israel 
£cried out to the LORD. 

7And it came to pass, when the children 
of Israel cried out to the LORD because 
of the Midianites, 8that the LORD sent a 
prophet to the children of Israel, who said 
to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Is- 
rael: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and 
brought you out of the "house of bondage; 
Sand I delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians and out of the hand of all who 
oppressed you, and idrove them out before 
you and gave you their land. !0Also I said 
to you, “I am the LORD your God; ‘do not 
fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you dwell.” But you have not obeyed 
My kvoice.’” 


Gideon 

Now the Angel of the LORD came and 
sat under the terebinth tree which was in 
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 'the Abi- 
ezrite, while his son ™Gideon threshed 
wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it 
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from the Midianites. !2And the "Angel of 
the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, 
“The LORD is °with you, you mighty man 
of valor!” 

13Gideon said to Him, “O my lord,* if 
the LorD is with us, why then has all this 
happened to us? And Pwhere are all His 
miracles ¢which our fathers told us about, 
saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from 
Egypt?’ But now the LORD has ‘forsaken 
us and delivered us into the hands of the 
Midianites.” 

4Then the LorD turned to him and said, 
s“Go in this might of yours, and you shall 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. 
tHave I not sent you?” 

15So he said to Him, “O my Lord,* how 
can I save Israel? Indeed “my clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least 
in my father’s house.” 

16And the LORD said to him, v“Surely I 
will be with you, and you shall defeat the 
Midianites as one man.” 

17Then he said to Him, “If now I have 
found favor in Your sight, then “show mea 
sign that it is You who talk with me. 18xDo 
not depart from here, I pray, until I come 
to You and bring out my offering and set 
it before You.” 

And He said, “I will wait until you come 
back.” 

19ySo Gideon went in and prepared a 
young goat, and unleavened bread from 
an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a 
basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and 
he brought them out to Him under the 
terebinth tree and presented them. 2°The 


*6:13 Hebrew adoni, usedofman *6:15 Hebrew 


Adonai, used of God 


6:3 Amalekites. The Amalekites were a nomadic 
people who lived in the Sinai desert and the Negev, 
the desert south of Israel. They were descendants 
of Esau (Gen. 36:12) and they joined the Midianites 
against Israel. 

6:11-16 Doubt—Doubt, at first thought, appears 
to be an innocuous sin, so harmless that it affects 
only the attitude of the one who doubts. But doubt 
is much more serious than this. Doubt of God’s Word, 
planted by the arch deceiver, was at the root of that 
first sin committed in the garden of Eden. Doubt of 
God's goodness and truth arose before desire for the 
forbidden fruit led to disobedience. Doubt of God 
and doubt of God's Word cause men to make deci- 
sions based on human reckonings. Doubts undis- 
pelled lead to sin and defeat. 

6:11 terebinth. The terebinth, sometimes called 
an oak, is a large tree with a thick trunk and heavy 
branches. Botanically speaking, it is not an oak tree, 
but it has a similar majestic appearance. winepress. 
A winepress was a square or circular pit carved into 
tock, in which grapes were crushed. Wheat was 
usually separated on open threshing floors so the 
wind could carry away the chaff in the winnowing 
process. The fact that Gideon was forced to thresh 
wheat hidden inside a winepress—despite the fact 
that he had access to a threshing floor (v. 37)—is yet 


another illustration of the desperate state the Israel- 
ites were in. 

6:13 my lord... the Lorb. “My lord” was a polite form 
of address, but “the LorbD” is the personal name of 
God (Yahweh). 

6:15 | am the least in my father’s house. Gideon's 
objection is reminiscent of the words spoken by 
Moses (Ex. 3:11) and Jeremiah (Jer. 1:6). 

6:16 | will be with you. This was the same great 
promise that God had given to Moses and Joshua pre- 
viously (Ex. 3:12; Josh. 1:5-9). This should have greatly 
encouraged Gideon, but he still had doubts. Often we 
are quick to judge those who doubt God even when 
they have firsthand evidence of His mighty works. 
But we all fail to trust God fully at times. God accom- 
plished His will despite Gideon's weakness, and He 
can do the same through us. 
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Angel of God said to him, “Take the meat 
and the unleavened bread and Zlay them 
on this rock, and ¢pour out the broth.” And 
he did so. 

21Then the Angel of the LORD put out 
the end of the staff that was in His hand, 
and touched the meat and the unleavened 
bread; and fire rose out of the rock and 
consumed the meat and the unleavened 
bread. And the Angel of the LORD departed 
out of his sight. 

22Now Gideon ‘perceived that He was 
the Angel of the LORD. So Gideon said, 
“Alas, O Lord Gop! ¢4For I have seen the 
Angel of the LORD face to face.” 

23Then the LORD said to him, e“Peace 
be with you; do not fear, you shall not 
die.” 24So Gideon built an altar there to the 
LORD, and called it The-LORD-Is-Peace.* To 
this day it is still fin Ophrah of the Abiez- 
rites. 

25Now it came to pass the same night 
that the LORD said to him, “Take your fa- 
ther’s young bull, the second bull of seven 
years old, and £tear down the altar of "Baal 
that your father has, and ‘cut down the 
wooden image* that is beside it; 26and build 
an altar to the LORD your God on top of this 
rock in the proper arrangement, and take 
the second bull and offer a burnt sacrifice 
with the wood of the image which you shall 
cut down.” 27So Gideon took ten men from 
among his servants and did as the LORD 
had said to him. But because he feared his 
father’s household and the men of the city 
too much to do it by day, he did it by night. 


Gideon Destroys the Altar of Baal 
28And when the men of the city arose 
early in the morning, there was the altar 
of Baal, torn down; and the wooden image 
that was beside it was cut down, and the 
second bull was being offered on the altar 
which had been built. 29So they said to one 
another, “Who has done this thing?” And 
when they had inquired and asked, they 


said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done 
this thing.” 30Then the men of the city said 
to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may 
die, because he has torn down the altar 
of Baal, and because he has cut down the 
wooden image that was beside it.” 

31But Joash said to all who stood against 
him, “Would you plead for Baal? Would 
you save him? Let the one who would plead 
for him be put to death by morning! If he is 
a god, let him plead for himself, because his 
altar has been torn down!” 32Therefore on 
that day he called him ‘/Jerubbaal,* saying, 
“Let Baal plead against him, because he 
has torn down his altar.” 

33Then all kthe Midianites and Amalek- 
ites, the people of the East, gathered togeth- 
er; and they crossed over and encamped in 
tthe Valley of Jezreel. 34But ™the Spirit of 
the LORD came upon Gideon; then he "blew 
the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered 
behind him. 35And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh, who also gath- 
ered behind him. He also sent messengers 
to °Asher, PZebulun, and Naphtali; and 
they came up to meet them. 


The Sign of the Fleece 

36So Gideon said to God, “If You will 
save Israel by my hand as You have said— 
37alook, I shall put a fleece of wool on the 
threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece 
only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I 
shall know that You will save Israel by my 
hand, as You have said.” 38And it was so. 
When he rose early the next morning and 
squeezed the fleece together, he wrung the 
dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 
39Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be 
angry with me, but let me speak just once 
more: Let me test, I pray, just once more 
with the fleece; let it now be dry only on 


*6:24 Hebrew YHWH Shalom 
Asherah, a Canaanite goddess 
Let Baal Plead 


*6:25 Hebrew 
* 6:32 Literally 


6:22 Gideon perceived. When the Angel of the Lord 
vanished, then Gideon realized who it was and feared 
for his life. This reaction of fear appears to have been 
rooted in the knowledge that anyone who gazed 
upon God would die (Ex. 33:20). 

6:24 To this day. This expression lends authenticity 
to the account. It is the author's way of declaring to 
later generations that they could verify the story by 
going and seeing this altar themselves. 

6:25 wooden image. Asherah was the Canaanite fer- 
tility goddess. Sacred wooden poles or groves were 
erected at places where she was worshiped. 

6:26 the wood of the image. Gideon’s sacrifice was 
to be a bold statement of the superiority of the Lord 
over the false gods His people were worshiping. 
6:36-40 Prayer—Gideon had already received an 
unmistakable message from God, and he had been 
assured that God would lead him to victory. His 
prayer and request for a sign were the result of his 
lack of faith, but in spite of Gideon's wavering, God 
kindly accommodated his requests. Many people 


have relied on Gideon's example as a way of seeking 
guidance from the Lord. Occasionally God has chosen 
to answer such requests, even as He did for Gideon, 
because He is compassionate and makes allowances 
for our weakness, but putting out a fleece is not the 
action of faith. Isaiah modeled a proper response to 
God's clearly revealed will: he said, “Here am |; send 
me” (Is. 6:8). So too did the disciples, who dropped 
their nets immediately and followed Jesus (Mark 
1:18). 

6:39 Let me test... just once more. Gideon’s desire 
to test God's sign could have been a violation of the 
aw which prohibited people from testing God (Deut. 
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the fleece, but on all the ground let there 
be dew.” 40And God did so that night. It was 
dry on the fleece only, but there was dew 
on all the ground. 


Gideon’s Valiant Three Hundred 
Then ¢Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and 
all the people who were with him rose 

early and encamped beside the well of 

Harod, so that the camp of the Midianites 

was on the north side of them by the hill of 

Moreh in the valley. 
2And the LORD said to Gideon, “The 

people who are with you are too many for 

Me to give the Midianites into their hands, 

lest Israel claim glory for itself against 

Me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 

3Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing 

of the people, saying, “‘Whoever is fear- 
ful and afraid, let him turn and depart at 
once from Mount Gilead.’” And twenty-two 
thousand of the people returned, and ten 
thousand remained. 

4But the LORD said to Gideon, “The peo- 
ple are still too many; bring them down 
to the water, and I will test them for you 
there. Then it will be, that of whom I say to 
you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ the same 
shall go with you; and of whomever I say 
to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ the 
same shall not go.” 5So he brought the peo- 
ple down to the water. And the LorD said 
to Gideon, “Everyone who laps from the 
water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you 
shall set apart by himself; likewise every- 
one who gets down on his Knees to drink.” 
6And the number of those who lapped, put- 
ting their hand to their mouth, was three 
hundred men; but all the rest of the people 
got down on their knees to drink water. 
7Then the LORD said to Gideon, “By the 
three hundred men who lapped I will save 
you, and deliver the Midianites into your 
hand. Let all the other people go, every 
man to his place.” 8So the people took pro- 
visions and their trumpets in their hands. 

And he sent away all the rest of Israel, 

every man to his tent, and retained those 

three hundred men. Now the camp of Mid- 

ian was below him in the valley. 
5It happened on the same enight that the 

LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against 

the camp, for I have delivered it into your 

hand. !0But if you are afraid to go down, go 
down to the camp with Purah your servant, 
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Nand you shall ‘hear what they say; and af- 
terward your hands shall be strengthened 
to go down against the camp.” Then he 
went down with Purah his servant to the 
outpost of the armed men who were in the 
camp. !2Now the Midianites and Amalek- 
ites, £all the people of the East, were lying 
in the valley "as numerous as locusts; and 
their camels were without number, as the 
sand by the seashore in multitude. 

13And when Gideon had come, there was 
aman telling a dream to his companion. He 
said, “Ihave had a dream: To my surprise, a 
loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp 
of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it 
so that it fell and overturned, and the tent 
collapsed.” 

4Then his companion answered and 
said, “This is nothing else but the sword of 
Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! 
Into his hand ‘God has delivered Midian 
and the whole camp.” 

15And so it was, when Gideon heard the 
telling of the dream and its interpretation, 
that he worshiped. He returned to the camp 
of Israel, and said, “Arise, for the LORD 
has delivered the camp of Midian into 
your hand.” 16Then he divided the three 
hundred men into three companies, and 
he put a trumpet into every man’s hand, 
with empty pitchers, and torches inside 
the pitchers. !7And he said to them, “Look 
at me and do likewise; watch, and when I 
come to the edge of the camp you shall do 
as I do: 18When I blow the trumpet, I and 
all who are with me, then you also blow 
the trumpets on every side of the whole 
camp, and say, ‘The sword of the LORD and 
of Gideon!’” 

19So Gideon and the hundred men who 
were with him came to the outpost of the 
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, 
just as they had posted the watch; and they 
blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers 
that were in their hands. 2°Then the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke the 
pitchers—they held the torches in their left 
hands and the trumpets in their right hands 
for blowing—and they cried, “The sword 
of the LORD and of Gideon!” 2!And ievery 
man stood in his place all around the camp; 
kand the whole army ran and cried out 
and fled. 22When the three hundred !blew 
the trumpets, ™the LORD set "every man’s 
sword against his companion throughout 


6:16). Gideon himself was aware that he was doing 
something unwise, if not sinful, since he asked God 
not to be angry with him. 

7:3 fearful and afraid. Mosaic law allowed military 
exemptions for several classes of people, including 
those who had just built a home, those who had just 
planted a vineyard, those engaged to be married, and 
those who were fearful (Deut. 20:5-8). 

7:4-5 The people are still too many. God reduced 
Gideon's army to emphasize who was really bringing 
victory. 


7:19 middle watch. According to Jewish tradition, 
the hours between sunset and sunrise were divided 
into three watches, which would put the time of this 
attack at roughly 10:00 p.m. 
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the whole camp; and the army fled to Beth 
Acacia,* toward Zererah, as far as the bor- 
der of °Abel Meholah, by Tabbath. 

23 And the men of Israel gathered togeth- 
er from PNaphtali, Asher, and all Manas- 
seh, and pursued the Midianites. 

24Then Gideon sent messengers through- 
out all the mountains of Ephraim, saying, 
“Come down against the Midianites, and 
seize from them the watering places as far 
as Beth Barah and the Jordan.” Then all 
the men of Ephraim gathered together and 
tseized the watering places as far as ‘Beth 
Barah and the Jordan. 25And they captured 
ttwo princes of the Midianites, Oreb and 
Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, 
and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of 
Zeeb. They pursued Midian and brought 
the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on 
the vother side of the Jordan. 


Gideon Subdues the Midianites 
Now “the men of Ephraim said to him, 
“Why have you done this to us by not 

calling us when you went to fight with the 

Midianites?” And they reprimanded him 

sharply. 

2So he said to them, “What have I done 
now in comparison with you? Is not the 
gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better 
than the vintage of »Abiezer? 3¢God has 
delivered into your hands the princes of 

Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. And what was I 

able to do in comparison with you?” Then 

their danger toward him subsided when he 
said that. 

4When Gideon came ¢to the Jordan, 
he and ‘the three hundred men who were 
with him crossed over, exhausted but 
still in pursuit. 5Then he said to the men 
of sSuccoth, “Please give loaves of bread 
to the people who follow me, for they are 
exhausted, and I am pursuing Zebah and 

Zalmunna, kings of Midian.” 

6And the leaders of Succoth said, ’“Are 
the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in 
your hand, that ‘we should give bread to 
your army?” 

7So Gideon said, “For this cause, when 
the LORD has delivered Zebah and Zal- 
munna into my hand, ‘then I will tear your 
flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and 
with briers!” 8Then he went up from there 
kto Penuel and spoke to them in the same 


way. And the men of Penuel answered him 
as the men of Succoth had answered. 9So 
he also spoke to the men of Penuel, saying, 
“When I ‘come back in peace, ™I will tear 
down this tower!” 

10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were at 
Karkor, and their armies with them, about 
fifteen thousand, all who were left of "all 
the army of the people of the East; for °one 
hundred and twenty thousand men who 
drew the sword had fallen. !!Then Gideon 
went up by the road of those who dwell in 
tents on the east of PNobah and Jogbehah; 
and he attacked the army while the camp 
felt ¢secure. 12When Zebah and Zalmunna 
fled, he pursued them; and he 'took the two 
kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and routed the whole army. 

13Then Gideon the son of Joash returned 
from battle, from the Ascent of Heres. 
14And he caught a young man of the men 
of Succoth and interrogated him; and he 
wrote down for him the leaders of Succoth 
and its elders, seventy-seven men. }5Then 
he came to the men of Succoth and said, 
“Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, about 
whom you ‘ridiculed me, saying, ‘Are the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in your 
hand, that we should give bread to your 
weary men?’” 16tAnd he took the elders of 
the city, and thorns of the wilderness and 
briers, and with them he taught the men of 
Succoth. !7“Then he tore down the tower of 
vPenuel and killed the men of the city. 

18And he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, 
“What kind of men were they whom you 
killed at Tabor?” 

So they answered, “As you are, so were 
they; each one resembled the son of a king.” 

19Then he said, “They were my brothers, 
the sons of my mother. As the LORD lives, if 
you had let them live, I would not kill you.” 
20And he said to Jether his firstborn, “Rise, 
kill them!” But the youth would not draw 
his sword; for he was afraid, because he 
was still a youth. 

21So Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise 
yourself, and kill us; for as a man is, so is 
his strength.” So Gideon arose and «killed 
Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the cres- 
cent ornaments that were on their camels’ 
necks. 


* 7:22 Hebrew Beth Shittah 


8:5 Succoth. Succoth was east of the Jordan, near the 
Jabbok River. 

8:14 he wrote down for him the leaders of Succoth. 
Literacy in early civilizations was at first limited to the 
educated elite, as in Mesopotamia and Egypt. Their 
writing systems were complex and only a tiny portion 
of the population could read and write. However, the 
spread of alphabetic systems vastly simplified the 
task of reading and writing. Hundreds of potsherds 
from throughout Palestine have simple inscriptions 
on them, indicating that some degree of literacy had 
become widely accessible by Gideon’s day. 
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Gideon's Ephod 

22Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, 
y“Rule over us, both you and your son, and 
your grandson also; for you have 2deliv- 
ered us from the hand of Midian.” 

23But Gideon said to them, “I will not 
rule over you, nor shall my son rule over 
you; “the LORD shall rule over you.” 24Then 
Gideon said to them, “I would like to make 
a request of you, that each of you would 
give me the earrings from his plunder.” For 
they had golden earrings, because they 
were Ishmaelites. 

25So they answered, “We will gladly give 
them.” And they spread out a garment, and 
each man threw into it the earrings from 
his plunder. 26Now the weight of the gold 
earrings that he requested was one thou- 
sand seven hundred shekels of gold, be- 
sides the crescent ornaments, pendants, 
and purple robes which were on the kings 
of Midian, and besides the chains that were 
around their camels’ necks. 27 Then Gideon 
cmade it into an ephod and set it up in his 
city, (Ophrah. And all Israel eplayed the 
harlot with it there. It became fa snare to 
Gideon and to his house. 

28Thus Midian was subdued before the 
children of Israel, so that they lifted their 
heads no more. And the country was quiet 
for forty years in the days of Gideon. 


Death of Gideon 

29Then "Jerubbaal the son of Joash went 
and dwelt in his own house. 29Gideon had 
iseventy sons who were his own offspring, 
for he had many wives. 34/And his concu- 
bine who was in Shechem also bore him 
a son, whose name he called Abimelech. 
32Now Gideon the son of Joash died at a 
good old age, and was buried in the tomb 
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of Joash his father, ‘in Ophrah of the Abi- 
ezrites. 

33So it was, "as soon as Gideon was 
dead, that the children of Israel again 
nplayed the harlot with the Baals, °and 
made Baal-Berith their god. 34Thus the 
children of Israel pdid not remember the 
LORD their God, who had delivered them 
from the hands of all their enemies on ev- 
ery side; 35anor did they show kindness to 
the house of Jerubbaal (Gideon) in accor- 
dance with the good he had done for Israel. 


Abimelech’s Conspiracy 

Then Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal 

went to Shechem, to “his mother’s 
brothers, and spoke with them and with all 
the family of the house of his mother’s fa- 
ther, saying, 2“Please speak in the hearing 
of all the men of Shechem: ‘Which is bet- 
ter for you, that all 2seventy of the sons of 
Jerubbaal reign over you, or that one reign 
over you?’ Remember that I am your own 
flesh and cbone.” 

3And his mother’s brothers spoke all 
these words concerning him in the hearing 
of all the men of Shechem; and their heart 
was inclined to follow Abimelech, for they 
said, “He is our ¢brother.” 4So they gave 
him seventy shekels of silver from the tem- 
ple of ¢eBaal-Berith, with which Abimelech 
hired ‘worthless and reckless men; and 
they followed him. 5Then he went to his 
father’s house gat Ophrah and "killed his 
brothers, the seventy sons of Jerubbaal, on 
one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of 
Jerubbaal was left, because he hid himself. 
6And all the men of Shechem gathered to- 
gether, all of Beth Millo, and they went and 
made Abimelech king beside the terebinth 
tree at the pillar that was in Shechem. 


8:22-23 Self-Denial—lIn the initial flush of victory 
Gideon was offered hereditary rulership over Israel, 
which he wisely rejected. God the Lord was Judge with 
ultimate authority, and He would rule over the people. 
Gideon knew his place before God. In the same way, 
we are taught not to think more highly of ourselves 
than we ought, but “as God has dealt” (Rom. 12:3). 
8:22 Rule over us. This request, while understand- 
able from a human perspective, failed to acknowl- 
edge that it was God, not Gideon, who had delivered 
the people. 

8:23 the Lorb shall rule over you. The word order of 
the Hebrew makes it clear that God’s claim was exclu- 
sive; it might be paraphrased, “It is the Lord, and no 
one else, who shall rule over you.” This statement is 
widely assumed to indicate that God intended that 
Israel should never have a king, but that He would be 
their only King. However, God had promised Abra- 
ham that he would count kings among his descen- 
dants (Gen. 17:6). The problem was not in the concept 
of having a king, but in their motivation. They wanted 
to have a visible, human leader, rather than trusting 
in God's leadership. The role of a true king would be 
to lead the people in devotion to God's rule. 

8:27 ephod. The original ephod was an ornate cer- 
emonial garment worn by the high priest (Ex. 29:5). 


Gideon's motivation for making this golden ephod 
is unclear, but his imitation of the sacred objects 
devoted to the worship of God ended up distracting 
the people and undermining the true worship of God. 
8:31 Abimelech. This name means “my father is 
king.” Some think that Gideon did become a king in 
practice if not in name, for he gave his son a royal 
name and acted as a leader of the people (vv. 24-27). 
9:1-57 Conspiracy—The seeds of Abimelech’s vio- 
lent grab for power were sown in Israel's persistent 
infidelity to God, which led to another rejection of the 
Lord (8:22,24-27,33-35). 

9:6 terebinth tree at the pillar. Sadly, this corona- 
tion took place at the same tree where Jacob had put 
away his foreign gods many years before (Gen. 35:4), 
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The Parable of the Trees 

7Now when they told Jotham, he went 
and stood on top of ‘Mount Gerizim, and 
lifted his voice and cried out. And he said 
to them: 


“Listen to me, you men of Shechem, 
That God may listen to you! 


8 “Thei trees once went forth to anoint a 
king over them. 
And they said to the olive tree, 
k*Reign over us!’ 

9 But the olive tree said to them, 
‘Should I cease giving my oil, 
'With which they honor God and men, 
And go to sway over trees?’ 


10 “Then the trees said to the fig tree, 
“You come and reign over us!’ 
11 But the fig tree said to them, 
‘Should I cease my sweetness and my 
good fruit, 
And go to sway over trees?’ 


12 “Then the trees said to the vine, 
“You come and reign over us!’ 
13 But the vine said to them, 
‘Should I cease my new wine, 
mWhich cheers both God and men, 
And go to sway over trees?’ 


14 “Then all the trees said to the bramble, 
“You come and reign over us!’ 

15 And the bramble said to the trees, 
‘Tf in truth you anoint me as king over 


you, 

Then come and take shelter in my 
nshade; 

But if not, let fire come out of the 
bramble 

And devour the ’cedars of Lebanon!’ 


16“Now therefore, if you have acted in 
truth and sincerity in making Abimelech 
king, and if you have dealt well with Jerub- 
baal and his house, and have done to him 
qas he deserves— !7for my ‘father fought 
for you, risked his life, and sdelivered you 
out of the hand of Midian; 18tbut you have 
risen up against my father’s house this day, 
and killed his seventy sons on one stone, 
and made Abimelech, the son of his “female 
servant, king over the men of Shechem, be- 
cause he is your brother— !%if then you have 
acted in truth and sincerity with Jerubbaal 


and with his house this day, then “rejoice in 
Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. 
20But if not, “let fire come from Abimelech 
and devour the men of Shechem and Beth 
Millo; and let fire come from the men of 
Shechem and from Beth Millo and devour 
Abimelech!” 21And Jotham ran away and 
fled; and he went to Beer and dwelt there, 
for fear of Abimelech his brother. 


Downfall of Abimelech 

22After Abimelech had reigned over Is- 
rael three years, 28¥God sent a Zspirit of ill 
will between Abimelech and the men of 
Shechem; and the men of Shechem <dealt 
treacherously with Abimelech, 24that the 
crime done to the seventy sons of Jerub- 
baal might be settled and their ‘blood be 
laid on Abimelech their brother, who killed 
them, and on the men of Shechem, who aid- 
ed him in the killing of his brothers. 2>And 
the men of Shechem set men in ambush 
against him on the tops of the mountains, 
and they robbed all who passed by them 
along that way; and it was told Abimelech. 

26Now Gaal the son of Ebed came with 
his brothers and went over to Shechem; and 
the men of Shechem put their confidence in 
him. 27So they went out into the fields, and 
gathered grapes from their vineyards and 
trod them, and made merry. And they went 
into “the house of their god, and ate and 
drank, and cursed Abimelech. 28Then Gaal 
the son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelech, 
and who is Shechem, that we should serve 
him? Is he not the son of Jerubbaal, and is 
not Zebul his officer? Serve the men of fHa- 
mor the father of Shechem; but why should 
we serve him? 29sIf only this people were 
under my authority!* Then I would remove 
Abimelech.” So he* said to Abimelech, “In- 
crease your army and come out!” 

30When Zebul, the ruler of the city, 
heard the words of Gaal the son of Ebed, 
his anger was aroused. 3!And he sent mes- 
sengers to Abimelech secretly, saying, 
“Take note! Gaal the son of Ebed and his 
brothers have come to Shechem; and here 
they are, fortifying the city against you. 


*9:29 Literally hand ¢ Following Masoretic Text 
and Targum; Dead Sea Scrolls read they; Septua- 
gint reads I. 


and where Joshua had commemorated his covenant 
with God (Josh. 24:26). 

9:14-15 Pride—The pomp and ceremony that goes 
with royalty is a source of pride not only for the king 
but also for his subjects. The idea of having a man 
from their own tribe ruling the entire nation appealed 
to the pride of the men of Shechem. Pride led them 
to surrender their freedom and submit to the rule of 
man rather than God. It is the cause of many kinds of 
injustice in society: social, economic, and political. 
It often leads to war and violence, as it did in this 
case. Within a brief period of time after Abimelech 
was anointed king they realized their mistake. The 


prophecy of Jotham was fulfilled, since fire did come 
out of the bramble (from Abimelech) to consume the 
men of Shechem. Pride led to their destruction. 
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32Now therefore, get up by night, you and 
the people who are with you, and lie in wait 
in the field. 33And it shall be, as soon as the 
sun is up inthe morning, that you shall rise 
early and rush upon the city; and when he 
and the people who are with him come out 
against you, you may then do to them as 
you find opportunity.” 

34So Abimelech and all the people who 
were with him rose by night, and lay in 
wait against Shechem in four companies. 
35When Gaal the son of Ebed went out and 
stood in the entrance to the city gate, Abim- 
elech and the people who were with him 
rose from lying in wait. 36And when Gaal 
saw the people, he said to Zebul, “Look, 
people are coming down from the tops of 
the mountains!” 

But Zebul said to him, “You see the shad- 
ows of the mountains as if they were men.” 

37So Gaal spoke again and said, “See, 
people are coming down from the center of 
the land, and another company is coming 
from the Diviners’* Terebinth Tree.” 

38Then Zebul said to him, “Where in- 
deed is your mouth now, with which you 
hsaid, ‘Who is Abimelech, that we should 
serve him?’ Are not these the people whom 
you despised? Go out, if you will, and fight 
with them now.” 

39So Gaal went out, leading the men 
of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech. 
40And Abimelech chased him, and he fled 
from him; and many fell wounded, to the 
very entrance of the gate. 41Then Abime- 
lech dwelt at Arumah, and Zebul drove out 
Gaal and his brothers, so that they would 
not dwell in Shechem. 

42 And it came about on the next day that 
the people went out into the field, and they 
told Abimelech. 43So he took his people, 
divided them into three companies, and 
lay in wait in the field. And he looked, and 
there were the people, coming out of the 
city; and he rose against them and attacked 
them. 44Then Abimelech and the company 
that was with him rushed forward and 
stood at the entrance of the gate of the city; 
and the other two companies rushed upon 
all who were in the fields and killed them. 
45So Abimelech fought against the city all 
that day; ‘he took the city and killed the 
people who were in it; and he ‘demolished 
the city and sowed it with salt. 

46Now when all the men of the tower 
of Shechem had heard that, they entered 
the stronghold of the temple ”of the god 
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Berith. 47And it was told Abimelech that 
all the men of the tower of Shechem were 
gathered together. 48Then Abimelech went 
up to Mount !Zalmon, he and all the people 
who were with him. And Abimelech took 
an ax in his hand and cut down a bough 
from the trees, and took it and laid it on 
his shoulder; then he said to the people who 
were with him, “What you have seen me 
do, make haste and do as I have done.” 49So 
each of the people likewise cut down his 
own bough and followed Abimelech, put 
them against the stronghold, and set the 
stronghold on fire above them, so that all 
the people of the tower of Shechem died, 
about a thousand men and women. 

50Then Abimelech went to Thebez, and 
he encamped against Thebez and took it. 
51But there was a strong tower in the city, 
and all the men and women—all the people 
of the city—fled there and shut themselves 
in; then they went up to the top of the tower. 
52So Abimelech came as far as the tower 
and fought against it; and he drew near the 
door of the tower to burn it with fire. But 
a certain woman ™dropped an upper mill- 
stone on Abimelech’s head and crushed 
his skull. 54Then “he called quickly to the 
young man, his armorbearer, and said to 
him, “Draw your sword and kill me, lest 
men say of me, ‘A woman killed him.’” So 
his young man thrust him through, and he 
died. 55And when the men of Israel saw that 
Abimelech was dead, they departed, every 
man to his place. 

560Thus God repaid the wickedness of 
Abimelech, which he had done to his father 
by killing his seventy brothers. 57And all the 
evil of the men of Shechem God returned 
on their own heads, and on them came Pthe 
curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. 


Tola 

1 0 After Abimelech there arose to save 
Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of 

Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in 

Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. 2He 

judged Israel twenty-three years; and he 

died and was buried in Shamir. 


Jair 

3After him arose Jair, a Gileadite; and he 
judged Israel twenty-two years. 4Now he 
had thirty sons who rode on thirty don- 
keys; they also had thirty towns, «which 


*9:37 Hebrew Meonenim 


9:37 the Diviners’ Terebinth Tree. This appears to 
have had some association with occult or magical 
practices, and this particular terebinth tree was cer- 
tainly an important landmark (Gen. 35:4; Josh. 24:26). 
9:45 sowed it with salt. Spreading salt on the land 
turned the area into a barren desert. Salt will kill most 
vegetation, and it takes a long time for the land to 
become good again. 

9:56 God repaid the wickedness of Abimelech. 


Abimelech was not a true king; he had established his 
reign through murder and in no way sought to lead 
the people to the Lord. God did not allow this kind of 
rebellion to pass unnoticed. 
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are called “Havoth Jair”* to this day, which 
are in the land of Gilead. 5And Jair died 
and was buried in Camon. 


Israel Oppressed Again 

6Then ¢the children of Israel again did 
evil in the sight of the LORD, and eserved 
the Baals and the Ashtoreths, ‘the gods of 
Syria, the gods of #Sidon, the gods of Moab, 
the gods of the people of Ammon, and the 
gods of the Philistines; and they forsook the 
LORD and did not serve Him. 7So the anger 
of the LORD was hot against Israel; and He 
hsold them into the hands of the ‘Philistines 
and into the hands of the people of iAm- 
mon. 8From that year they harassed and op- 
pressed the children of Israel for eighteen 
years—all the children of Israel who were 
on the other side of the Jordan in the “land 
of the Amorites, in Gilead. 9Moreover the 
people of Ammon crossed over the Jordan 
to fight against Judah also, against Benja- 
min, and against the house of Ephraim, so 
that Israel was severely distressed. 

10:And the children of Israel cried out 
to the LORD, saying, “We have “sinned 
against You, because we have both forsak- 
en our God and served the Baals!” 

So the LORD said to the children of Is- 
rael, “Did I not deliver you "from the Egyp- 
tians and °from the Amorites and »from 
the people of Ammon and ¢from the Phi- 
listines? 12Also "the Sidonians sand Ama- 
lekites and Maonites* toppressed you; and 
you cried out to Me, and I delivered you 
from their hand. Yet you have forsaken 
Me and served other gods. Therefore I will 
deliver you no more. “Go and Vcry out to 
the gods which you have chosen; let them 
deliver you in your time of distress.” 

15And the children of Israel said to the 
LORD, “We have sinned! ~Do to us what- 
ever seems best to You; only deliver us 
this day, we pray.” 16*So they put away the 


foreign gods from among them and served 
the LoRD. And YHis soul could no longer 
endure the misery of Israel. 

17Then the people of Ammon gathered 
together and encamped in Gilead. And the 
children of Israel assembled together and 
encamped in 7Mizpah. !8And the people, 
the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, 
“Who is the man who will begin the fight 
against the people of Ammon? He shall “be 
head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 


Jephthah 
1 Now ¢Jephthah the Gileadite was »a 
mighty man of valor, but he was the 
son of a harlot; and Gilead begot Jephthah. 
2Gilead’s wife bore sons; and when his 
wife’s sons grew up, they drove Jephthah 
out, and said to him, “You shall have cno 
inheritance in our father’s house, for you 
are the son of another woman.” 3Then 
Jephthah fled from his brothers and dwelt 
in the land of ¢Tob; and ¢worthless men 
banded together with Jephthah and went 
out raiding with him. 

4}t came to pass after a time that the /peo- 
ple of Ammon made war against Israel. 
5And so it was, when the people of Ammon 
made war against Israel, that the elders of 
Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land 
of Tob. *Then they said to Jephthah, “Come 
and be our commander, that we may fight 
against the people of Ammon.” 

7So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, 
s“Did you not hate me, and expel me from 
my father’s house? Why have you come to 
me now when you are in distress?” 

8hAnd the elders of Gilead said to 
Jephthah, “That is why we have ‘turned 
again to you now, that you may go with us 


* 10:4 Literally Towns of Jair (compare Numbers 
32:41 and Deuteronomy 3:14) * 10:12 Some Sep- 
tuagint manuscripts read Midianites. 


10:6-18 Mercy—A lengthy introduction precedes 
the story of Jephthah. These verses repeat the 
themes of apostasy and God's unfailing mercy. A new 
theme here is the emphasis on Israel's confession and 
repentance (vv. 10,15-16). 

10:6 Baals and the Ashtoreths, the gods of Syria... 
Sidon... Moab... Ammon. This list demonstrates 
the extent of Israel’s idolatry. Not only did the peo- 
ple worship the major Canaanite gods (Baal and 
Asherah), but they also absorbed the religions of 
other groups. 

10:7-8 Suffering—Here and elsewhere the Book 
of Judges underscores the consequences of disobe- 
dience. Those consequences are always tragic. The 
Israelites were never oppressed because they did 
not have a big enough military, or a strong enough 
leader, or because God could not protect them. They 
were oppressed by God's permission because of their 
disobedience and sin. Defeat and miserable suffering 
do loom large whenever believers retreat from their 
exclusive commitment to God. They become their 
own worst enemy. 

10:14 the gods which you have chosen. This is a 


response of confrontation. When Israel cried out to 
God, He reminded them again of their faithless ways. 
10:16 His soul could no longer endure the misery. 
Not only is God a God of great justice, He is a God of 
great mercy and compassion. Despite their constant 
sinning and backsliding, God still loved the Israelites 
and shared their misery, much as parents are moved 
by their children’s suffering. 

11:8 you may go with us and fight. This is almost the 
same phrase that the Israelites used when they asked 
Samuel for a king (1 Sam. 8:20). 
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and fight against the people of Ammon, 
and be jour head over all the inhabitants 
of Gilead.” 

9So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, 
“If you take me back home to fight against 
the people of Ammon, and the LORD deliv- 
ers them to me, shall I be your head?” 

10And the elders of Gilead said to 
Jephthah, *“The LORD will be a witness 
between us, if we do not do according to 
your words.” ' Then Jephthah went with 
the elders of Gilead, and the people made 
him ‘head and commander over them; and 
Jephthah spoke all his words before the 
LORD in Mizpah. 

12Now Jephthah sent messengers to 
the king of the people of Ammon, saying, 
n“What do you have against me, that you 
have come to fight against me in my land?” 

1BAnd the king of the people of Ammon 
answered the messengers of Jephthah, 
o“Because Israel took away my land when 
they came up out of Egypt, from ?the Ar- 
non as far as ¢the Jabbok, and to the Jor- 
dan. Now therefore, restore those lands 
peaceably.” 

M4So Jephthah again sent messengers 
to the king of the people of Ammon, band 
said to him, “Thus says Jephthah: "Israel 
did not take away the land of Moab, nor the 
land of the people of Ammon; !6for when 
Israel came up from Egypt, they walked 
through the wilderness as far as the Red 
Sea and scame to Kadesh. !7Then 'Isra- 
el sent messengers to the king of Edom, 
saying, “Please let me pass through your 
land.” “But the king of Edom would not 
heed. And in like manner they sent to the 
vking of Moab, but he would not consent. 
So Israel wremained in Kadesh. !8And they 
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xwent along through the wilderness and 
ybypassed the land of Edom and the land 
of Moab, came to the east side of the land 
of Moab, and encamped on the other side of 
the Arnon. But they did not enter the bor- 
der of Moab, for the Arnon was the border 
of Moab. !8Then zIsrael sent messengers to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Hesh- 
bon; and Israel said to him, “Please let us 
pass through your land into our place.” 
20bBut Sihon did not trust Israel to pass 
through his territory. So Sihon gathered 
all his people together, encamped in Ja- 
haz, and fought against Israel. 21And the 
LORD God of Israel ¢delivered Sihon and 
all his people into the hand of Israel, and 
they ¢defeated them. Thus Israel gained 
possession of all the land of the Amorites, 
who inhabited that country. 22They took 
possession of éall the territory of the Am- 
orites, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and 
from the wilderness to the Jordan. 

23‘And now the LORD God of Israel has 
dispossessed the Amorites from before His 
people Israel; should you then possess it? 
24Will you not possess whatever fChemosh 
your god gives you to possess? So whatever 
ethe LORD our God takes possession of be- 
fore us, we will possess. 25And now, are you 
any better than "Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab? Did he ever strive against 
Israel? Did he ever fight against them? 
26While Israel dwelt in ‘Heshbon and its 
villages, in ‘Aroer and its villages, and in 
all the cities along the banks of the Arnon, 
for three hundred years, why did you not 
recover them within that time? 2”7There- 
fore I have not sinned against you, but you 
wronged me by fighting against me. May 
the LORD, ’the Judge, ‘render judgment this 


11:11 words before the Lorp. Jephthah’s “words 
before the LorbD” are a strange mixture of faith and 
foolishness. While Jephthah did acknowledge God, 
his self-interest and foolishness often overruled his 
faith. The Book of Hebrews has a more positive view 
of him. Jephthah is one of those listed “who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, 
obtained promises...” (Heb. 11:32-33). 

11:21 the LorD God of Israel. \srael was not merely 
an aggressor, but the recipient of the Lord’s gener- 
osity. The Ammonites had brought their misfortune 
on themselves by hindering Israel’s advance into 
the Promised Land. Israel would not have taken Am- 
monite land, since God had expressly commanded 
them not to (Deut. 2:19). The Ammonites were only 
indirectly affected by Israel’s expansion (Num. 
21:25-26). In addition, the Ammonites never really 
had true claim to the land to begin with; it was in 
fact the land of the Amorites (vv. 19-22). The limits 
of the Amorite land in verse 22 are precisely what the 
Ammonites claimed as theirs in v. 13 (Num. 21:24 also 
rebuts the Ammonites’ claim). Israel had occupied 
the land in dispute for at least three hundred years, 
long enough to make a legitimate claim on it (v. 26). 
11:24 whatever Chemosh your god gives you. Usu- 
ally the worship of Chemosh is associated with Moab; 
elsewhere the Ammonites’ god was called Molech. 


However, Ammon and Moab lived side by side, and 
apparently shared culture and religion as well as 
their common descent from Lot (Gen. 19:37-38). 
Jephthah’s comment was a derisive jab at the ineffec- 
tiveness of their gods. 

11:27 the Lorb, the Judge. God is the ultimate source 
of all justice. He has the right to judge every man and 
woman. With His divine authority and power, God 
always judges with justice, while at the same time He 
is loving, compassionate, and perfect. 

11:27 Strife—Given the depravity of the human heart 
it is only expected that nation will declare war on 
nation. We also deal with “wars” and strife in our inter- 
personal relationships. When we are faced with unjust 
attacks, we can only do as Jephthah did and trust God 
to judge rightly between the two sides of the dispute. 
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day between the children of Israel and the 
people of Ammon.’” 28However, the king 
of the people of Ammon did not heed the 
words which Jephthah sent him. 


Jephthah’s Vow and Victory 

29Then ™the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon Jephthah, and he passed through 
Gilead and Manasseh, and passed through 
Mizpah of Gilead; and from Mizpah of 
Gilead he advanced toward the people of 
Ammon. 30And Jephthah "made a vow to 
the LORD, and said, “If You will indeed de- 
liver the people of Ammon into my hands, 
3Ithen it will be that whatever comes out of 
the doors of my house to meet me, when I 
return in peace from the people of Ammon, 
oshall surely be the LORD’s, "and I will offer 
it up as a burnt offering.” 

32So Jephthah advanced toward the peo- 
ple of Ammon to fight against them, and 
the LORD delivered them into his hands. 
33And he defeated them from Aroer as far 
as aMinnith—twenty cities—and to Abel 
Keramim,* with a very great slaughter. 
Thus the people of Ammon were subdued 
before the children of Israel. 


Jephthah’s Daughter 

34When Jephthah came to his house at 
rMizpah, there was shis daughter, coming 
out to meet him with timbrels and danc- 
ing; and she was his only child. Besides her 
he had neither son nor daughter. 35And it 
came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore 
his clothes, and said, “Alas, my daughter! 
You have brought me very low! You are 


among those who trouble me! For I “have 
given my word to the LORD, and I cannot 
go back on it.” 

36So she said to him, “My father, if you 
have given your word to the LORD, wdo to 
me according to what has gone out of your 
mouth, because xthe LORD has avenged 
you of your enemies, the people of Am- 
mon.” 37Then she said to her father, “Let 
this thing be done for me: let me alone for 
two months, that I may go and wander on 
the mountains and bewail my virginity, my 
friends and I.” 

38So he said, “Go.” And he sent her away 
for two months; and she went with her 
friends, and bewailed her virginity on the 
mountains. 39And it was so at the end of 
two months that she returned to her father, 
and he Ycarried out his vow with her which 
he had vowed. She knew no man. 

And it became a custom in Israel #°that 
the daughters of Israel went four days each 
year to lament the daughter of Jephthah 
the Gileadite. 


Jephthah’s Conflict with Ephraim 
1 Then «the men of Ephraim gath- 
ered together, crossed over toward 
Zaphon, and said to Jephthah, “Why did 
you cross over to fight against the people 
of Ammon, and did not call us to go with 
you? We will burn your house down on you 
with fire!” 
2And Jephthah said to them, “My peo- 
ple and I were in a great struggle with the 


* 11:33 Literally Plain of Vineyards 


11:31 whatever comes out of the doors of my 
house. Some have interpreted Jephthah’s vow as a 
clear intention to offer a human sacrifice. The phrase 
“to meet me,” coupled with coming out of the house 
seems to refer more appropriately to a human than 
an animal. Undoubtedly Jephthah knew that human 
sacrifice was strictly forbidden in Israel (Lev. 18:21; 
20:2; Deut. 12:31; 18:10; Jer. 19:5; Ezek. 20:30-31; 
23:37-39), but his foolishness and lack of faith 
impelled him to make a reckless vow in order to try 
to manipulate God. 

11:35 | have given my word ...1 cannot go back. 
Did Jephthah have to follow through on his vow? 
Ordinarily the answer would be yes. Vows were made 
only to God, and they were solemn pledges that had 
to be kept (Deut. 23:21-23; Ps. 15:4; Eccl. 5:4—-5). But 
if Jephthah intended his vow to include human sac- 
rifice, he was vowing to sin, an action which could 
hardly please the Lord. 

11:39 he carried out his vow. The text does not 
explicitly say that he killed his daughter, and some 
believe that instead he “sacrificed” her by dedicating 
her to a life of virginity. Human sacrifice was contrary 
to the law of Moses (Lev. 18:21; 20:2-5; Deut. 12:31; 
18:10). Until the wicked reigns of Ahaz and Manasseh 
centuries later (2 Kin. 16:3; 21:6), there is no record of 
human sacrifice in Israel, even by those who followed 
Baal. The great respect that Jephthah had for God 
would surely have prevented him from making such 
a perverse offering. The several references to her 


virginity seem to support the idea of lifelong celibacy, 
and the Bible provides evidence that such devoted 
service for women did exist at the central sanctuary 
(Ex. 38:8; 1 Sam. 2:22; Luke 2:36-37). Jephthah’s vow 
in verse 31 could be translated “shall be the Lorp’s, 
or | will offer it up as a burnt offering.” Thus his vow 
could be interpreted that if a person came out first, 
he would dedicate that person to the Lord, or if an 
animal came out first, he would offer the animal as a 
burnt sacrifice. As is frequently the case in the Book 
of Judges, we are given the bare facts of a puzzling 
story and no comment about what God thought of it. 
12:2 Strife—Gilead and Ephraim grew so hostile 
that they came to blows, brother fighting against 
brother. Instead of putting their energy into fight- 
ing their common enemy, they were fighting each 
other. In the same way today, Christians often react 
with hurt feelings, pride, and resentment, and prefer 
to fight against flesh and blood rather than against 
principalities and powers. The constant infighting 
Christians indulge in is often a reason for the rest of 
the world to pass the church off as much ado about 
nothing. 
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people of Ammon; and when I called you, 
you did not deliver me out of their hands. 
3So when I saw that you would not deliver 
me, I btook my life in my hands and crossed 
over against the people of Ammon; and the 
LORD delivered them into my hand. Why 
then have you come up to me this day to 
fight against me?” 4Now Jephthah gathered 
together all the men of Gilead and fought 
against Ephraim. And the men of Gilead 
defeated Ephraim, because they said, “You 
Gileadites care fugitives of Ephraim among 
the Ephraimites and among the Manas- 
sites.” 5The Gileadites seized the ¢fords of 
the Jordan before the Ephraimites arrived. 
And when any Ephraimite who escaped 
said, “Let me cross over,” the men of Gilead 
would say to him, “Are you an Ephraim- 
ite?” If he said, “No,” 6then they would say 
to him, “Then say, e‘Shibboleth’!” And he 
would say, “Sibboleth,” for he could not 
pronounce it right. Then they would take 
him and kill him at the fords of the Jordan. 
There fell at that time forty-two thousand 
Ephraimites. 

7And Jephthah judged Israel six years. 
Then Jephthah the Gileadite died and was 
buried among the cities of Gilead. 


Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon 

8After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged 
Israel. 9He had thirty sons. And he gave 
away thirty daughters in marriage, and 
brought in thirty daughters from else- 
where for his sons. He judged Israel seven 
years. 10Then Ibzan died and was buried 
at Bethlehem. 

After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged 
Israel. He judged Israel ten years. 12And 
Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried 
at Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

1BAfter him, Abdon the son of Hillel the 
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Pirathonite judged Israel. 4He had forty 
sons and thirty grandsons, who frode on 
seventy young donkeys. He judged Israel 
eight years. 5Then Abdon the son of Hil- 
lel the Pirathonite died and was buried in 
Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, sin the 
mountains of the Amalekites. 


The Birth of Samson 
1 Again the children of Israel “did evil 
in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD 

delivered them Pinto the hand of the Philis- 
tines for forty years. 

2Now there was a certain man from 
cZorah, of the family of the Danites, whose 
name was Manoah; and his wife was bar- 
ren and had no children. 3And the ¢Angel 
of the LORD appeared to the woman and 
said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren 
and have borne no children, but you shall 
conceive and bear a son. 4Now therefore, 
please be careful ¢not to drink wine or sim- 
ilar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. 
5For behold, you shall conceive and bear 
a son. And no frazor shall come upon his 
head, for the child shall be £a Nazirite to 
God from the womb; and he shall "begin 
to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Phi- 
listines.” 

6So the woman came and told her hus- 
band, saying, ‘“A Man of God came to me, 
and His jcountenance was like the counte- 
nance of the Angel of God, very awesome; 
but I kdid not ask Him where He was from, 
and He did not tell me His name. 7And He 
said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and 
bear a son. Now drink no wine or similar 
drink, nor eat anything unclean, for the 
child shall be a Nazirite to God from the 
womb to the day of his death.’” 

8Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, and 
said, “O my Lord, please let the Man of God 


12:4 You... are fugitives of Ephraim. This insult 
may have its roots in the division of the nation into 
eastern and western groups (5:17; Josh. 1:12-15). 
Despite the emphasis in Joshua on the unity of all the 
tribes (Josh. 1:12-15; 22:1-34), the practical reality in 
the period of the judges was dramatically different. 
12:6 Shibboleth .. . Sibboleth. This is the only sig- 
nificant reference to the linguistic differences which 
apparently existed between the tribes. Today the 
English word shibboleth means an otherwise minor 
difference that becomes a sticking point because it 
distinguishes one side from the other. 

13:1— 16:31 Samson—The last of the judges lived 
at the beginning of the eleventh century B.c. He was 
unusual among the judges in many ways. He did not 
lead an army, but carried on his campaign against 
the Philistines single-handed. He is mentioned in 
Hebrews 11:32 in the list of judges who accomplished 
great things through faith. The Book of Judges, in 
contrast, paints a darker picture. His checkered his- 
tory of heroism and moral failure resembles Israel's 
troubles during the time of the judges. 

13:3 the Angel of the Lorb. The Angel of the Lord 
made a supernatural appearance, described here as 
“very awesome.” Manoah's wife recognized him as 


“a Man of God.” The essential character of the angel, 
embodied in his name, was not revealed to them (vv. 
17-18). It seems that the Angel of the Lord was God 
Himself, in a form they could perceive (13:21-22; Gen. 
22:11; Ex. 3:14-15). 

13:5 Nazirite. The regulations of the Nazirite vows 
are found in Numbers 6:1-21. Samson’s Nazirite 
service was remarkable in three ways. First, he did 
not take his vow voluntarily; it was his before birth. 
Second, his service was to be lifelong, not temporary. 
Third, he eventually broke every one of its stipula- 
tions. 

13:6 Man of God. This was a term used to describe 
the prophets (Deut. 33:1; 1 Kin. 17:18). At first Sam- 
son’s mother may have thought she was talking to a 
prophet, but His radiant appearance convinced her 
otherwise. 
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whom You sent come to us again and teach 
us what we shall do for the child who will 
be born.” 

§And God listened to the voice of Ma- 
noah, and the Angel of God came to the 
woman again as she was sitting in the field; 
but Manoah her husband was not with her. 
10Then the woman ran in haste and told her 
husband, and said to him, “Look, the Man 
who came to me the other day has just now 
appeared to me!” 

So Manoah arose and followed his 
wife. When he came to the Man, he said to 
Him, “Are You the Man who spoke to this 
woman?” 

And He said, “I am.” 

12Manoah said, “Now let Your words 
come to pass! What will be the boy’s rule 
of life, and his work?” 

13So0 the Angel of the LORD said to Mano- 
ah, “Of all that I said to the woman let her 
be careful. 14She may not eat anything that 
comes from the vine, ‘nor may she drink 
wine or similar drink, nor eat anything 
unclean. All that I commanded her let her 
observe.” 

15Then Manoah said to the Angel of the 
LORD, “Please “let us detain You, and we 
will prepare a young goat for You.” 

16And the Angel of the LORD said to Ma- 
noah, “Though you detain Me, I will not eat 
your food. But if you offer a burnt offering, 
you must offer it to the LORD.” (For Mano- 
ah did not know He was the Angel of the 
LORD.) 

17Then Manoah said to the Angel of the 
LORD, “What is Your name, that when Your 
words come to pass we may honor You?” 

18And the Angel of the LorD said to him, 
n“Why do you ask My name, seeing it is 
wonderful?” 

19So Manoah took the young goat with 
the grain offering, °and offered it upon the 
rock to the LORD. And He did a wondrous 
thing while Manoah and his wife looked 
on—2%jt happened as the flame went up to- 
ward heaven from the altar—the Angel of 


the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! 
When Manoah and his wife saw this, they 
pfell on their faces to the ground. 21When 
the Angel of the LORD appeared no more to 
Manoah and his wife, ¢then Manoah knew 
that He was the Angel of the LORD. 

22And Manoah said to his wife, “We 
shall surely die, because we have seen 
God!” 

23But his wife said to him, “If the LORD 
had desired to kill us, He would not have 
accepted a burnt offering and a grain of- 
fering from our hands, nor would He have 
shown us all these things, nor would He 
have told us such things as these at this 
time.” 

24So the woman bore a son and called his 
name sSamson; and ‘the child grew, and 
the LorD blessed him. 25“And the Spirit of 
the LORD began to move upon him at Ma- 
haneh Dan* vbetween Zorah and vEshtaol. 


Samson’s Philistine Wife 
1 Now Samson went down “to Timnah, 
and saw a woman in Timnah of the 

daughters of the Philistines. 2So he went 
up and told his father and mother, saying, 
“T have seen a woman in Timnah of the 
daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, 
cget her for me as a wife.” 

3Then his father and mother said to him, 
“Is there no woman among the daughters 
of ¢your brethren, or among all my people, 
that you must go and get a wife from the 
euncircumcised Philistines?” 

And Samson said to his father, “Get her 
for me, for she pleases me well.” 

4But his father and mother did not know 
that it was fof the LoRD—that He was seek- 
ing an occasion to move against the Philis- 
tines. For at that time “the Philistines had 
dominion over Israel. 

5So Samson went down to Timnah with 
his father and mother, and came to the 
vineyards of Timnah. 


* 13:25 Literally Camp of Dan (compare 18:12) 


13:21-22 the Angel of the Lorp. Manoah’'s reaction 
is similar to the reaction Gideon had when he recog- 
nized the Angel of the Lord (6:22). 

13:25 the Spirit of the LorD began to move upon 
him. The Hebrew word translated move can also mean 
impel. The Spirit of the Lord was pushing Samson 
toward doing the work that God wanted him to do. 
14:2 get her for me as a wife. Such marriages with 
foreigners were prohibited for Israelites (Ex. 34:16; 
Deut. 7:3). 

14:3 she pleases me well. Samson's words reveal his 
self-centered attitude. Instead of seeking to serve 
God, he was seeking to please himself. Samson's 
comment here foreshadows the author's summary of 
the entire period of the judges (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). 
14:3 Unfaithfulness—The beginning of Samson’s 
downfall was his disobedience to the Lord in his mar- 
riage. The theme of marriage within the covenant is 
common in the Old Testament. From earliest times 
the people of God were told not to contract marriages 


with unbelievers (Gen. 6:2). When the covenant was 
renewed prior to the people's entry into Canaanite 
territory, Joshua warned them not to intermarry; to 
do so would be evidence of their failure to cling to the 
Lord (Josh. 23:8,12). It is a tragic picture of the deca- 
dence of this period to see Samson’s unfaithfulness 
to the Lord in taking a pagan wife. The New Covenant 
believer remains under the same divine command to 
marry only in the Lord (1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14). 

14:4 it was of the Lorp. God would use Samson's 
defiant wish as a way of defeating the Philistines and 
providing relief for His people. 
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Now to his surprise, a young lion came 
roaring against him. 6And "the Spirit of the 
LORD came mightily upon him, and he tore 
the lion apart as one would have torn apart 
a young goat, though he had nothing in his 
hand. But he did not tell his father or his 
mother what he had done. 

7Then he went down and talked with the 
woman; and she pleased Samson well. 8Af- 
ter some time, when he returned to get her, 
he turned aside to see the carcass of the 
lion. And behold, a swarm of bees and hon- 
ey were in the carcass of the lion. 9He took 
some of it in his hands and went along, eat- 
ing. When he came to his father and moth- 
er, he gave some to them, and they also ate. 
But he did not tell them that he had taken 
the honey out of the icarcass of the lion. 

10So his father went down to the woman. 
And Samson gave a feast there, for young 
men used to do so. !!And it happened, when 
they saw him, that they brought thirty 
companions to be with him. 

122Then Samson said to them, “Let me 
ipose a riddle to you. If you can correctly 
solve and explain it to me within the sev- 
en days of the feast, then I will give you 
thirty linen garments and thirty ‘changes 
of clothing. But if you cannot explain it 
to me, then you shall give me thirty linen 
garments and thirty changes of clothing.” 

And they said to him, ™“Pose your rid- 
dle, that we may hear it.” 

14S0 he said to them: 


“Out of the eater came something to 
eat, 
And out of the strong came something 
sweet.” 


Now for three days they could not explain 
the riddle. 

But it came to pass on the seventh* 
day that they said to Samson’s wife, "“En- 
tice your husband, that he may explain the 
riddle to us, °or else we will burn you and 
your father’s house with fire. Have you in- 
vited us in order to take what is ours? Is 
that not so?” 

16Then Samson’s wife wept on him, and 
said, “You only hate me! You do not love 
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me! You have posed a riddle to the sons of 
my people, but you have not explained it 
to me.” 

And he said to her, “Look, I have not 
explained it to my father or my mother; 
so should I explain it to you?” 17Now she 
had wept on him the seven days while 
their feast lasted. And it happened on the 
seventh day that he told her, because she 
pressed him so much. Then she explained 
the riddle to the sons of her people. !8So the 
men of the city said to him on the seventh 
day before the sun went down: 


“What is sweeter than honey? 
And what is stronger than a lion?” 


And he said to them: 


“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
You would not have solved my riddle!” 


19Then athe Spirit of the LORD came 
upon him mightily, and he went down to 
Ashkelon and killed thirty of their men, 
took their apparel, and gave the changes 
of clothing to those who had explained the 
riddle. So his anger was aroused, and he 
went back up to his father’s house. 209And 
Samson’s wife "was given to his compan- 
ion, who had been shis best man. 


Samson Defeats the Philistines 
1 5 After a while, in the time of wheat 
harvest, it happened that Samson 
visited his wife with a “young goat. And 
he said, “Let me go in to my wife, into her 
room.” But her father would not permit him 
to go in. 
2Her father said, “I really thought that 
you thoroughly vhated her; therefore I gave 
her to your companion. Is not her young- 
er sister better than she? Please, take her 
instead.” 
3And Samson said to them, “This time 
I shall be blameless regarding the Philis- 
tines if I harm them!” 4Then Samson went 
and caught three hundred foxes; and he 
took torches, turned the foxes tail to tail, 


* 14:15 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read fourth. 


14:6 the Spirit of the LorD came mightily upon him. 
The Old Testament speaks numerous times of God’s 
Spirit coming mightily upon individuals, usually to 
empower them physically for great feats of strength 
(3:10; 6:34; 11:29). The Spirit empowered others for 
the important task of speaking God's word (Gen. 
41:38; Num. 24:2; 1 Sam. 10:6; 19:20). It appears that 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament was 
primarily a special anointing to accomplish a certain 
task, and was different from the indwelling Presence 
that believers enjoy today. Saul (1 Sam. 10:10; 16:23) 
and David (1 Sam. 16:13; Ps. 51:11) were both filled 
with the Holy Spirit when they were anointed as king, 
but this presence seems to have been directly linked 
to their obedience. 

14:8-9 carcass of the lion. Touching the dead lion 
violated Samson’s Nazirite vow (13:5). 


14:10 feast. The word translated feast denotes a 
banquet with considerable drinking. The passage 
does not say so, but it is not unlikely that this occa- 
sioned another violation of Samson’s Nazirite vow 
(13:5). 

15:1 the time of wheat harvest. This would have 
been late May or early June. The wheat harvest was 
associated with the second of the three great feasts 
in Israel, the Feast of Weeks, also known as Pentecost 
(Lev. 23:15-22; Deut. 16:9-12). 
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and put a torch between each pair of tails. 
5When he had set the torches on fire, he let 
the foxes go into the standing grain of the 
Philistines, and burned up both the shocks 
and the standing grain, as well as the vine- 
yards and olive groves. 

6Then the Philistines said, “Who has 
done this?” 

And they answered, “Samson, the son- 
in-law of the Timnite, because he has taken 
his wife and given her to his companion.” 
cSo the Philistines came up and burned her 
and her father with fire. 

7Samson said to them, “Since you would 
do a thing like this, I will surely take re- 
venge on you, and after that I will cease.” 
8So he attacked them hip and thigh with 
a great slaughter; then he went down and 
dwelt in the cleft of the rock of 4Etam. 

SNow the Philistines went up, en- 
camped in Judah, and deployed themselves 
eagainst Lehi. !0And the men of Judah said, 
“Why have you come up against us?” 

So they answered, “We have come up to 
arrest Samson, to do to him as he has done 
to us.” 

UThen three thousand men of Judah 
went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, 
and said to Samson, “Do you not know that 
the Philistines frule over us? What is this 
you have done to us?” 

And he said to them, “As they did to me, 
so I have done to them.” 

12But they said to him, “We have come 
down to arrest you, that we may deliver 
you into the hand of the Philistines.” 

Then Samson said to them, “Swear to me 
that you will not kill me yourselves.” 

13S0 they spoke to him, saying, “No, but 
we will tie you securely and deliver you 
into their hand; but we will surely not kill 
you.” And they bound him with two new 
ropes and brought him up from the rock. 

14When he came to Lehi, the Philistines 
came shouting against him. Then "the 
Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him; 
and the ropes that were on his arms be- 
came like flax that is burned with fire, and 
his bonds broke loose from his hands. He 
found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached 
out his hand and took it, and ‘killed a thou- 
sand men with it. 16Then Samson said: 


“With the jawbone of a donkey, 
Heaps upon heaps, 


With the jawbone of a donkey 
Ihave slain a thousand men!” 


17And so it was, when he had finished 
speaking, that he threw the jawbone from 
his hand, and called that place Ramath 
Lehi.* 

18Then he became very thirsty; so he 
cried out to the LORD and said, /“You have 
given this great deliverance by the hand 
of Your servant; and now shall I die of 
thirst and fall into the hand of the uncir- 
cumcised?” !9So God split the hollow place 
that is in Lehi,* and water came out, and 
he drank; and *his spirit returned, and he 
revived. Therefore he called its name En 
Hakkore,* which is in Lehi to this day. 
20And 'he judged Israel "twenty years "in 
the days of the Philistines. 


Samson and Delilah 
1 Now Samson went to “Gaza and saw 
a harlot there, and went in to her. 

2When the Gazites were told, “Samson 
has come here!” they "surrounded the 
place and lay in wait for him all night at 
the gate of the city. They were quiet all 
night, saying, “In the morning, when it is 
daylight, we will kill him.” 3And Samson 
lay low till midnight; then he arose at mid- 
night, took hold of the doors of the gate of 
the city and the two gateposts, pulled them 
up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, 
and carried them to the top of the hill that 
faces Hebron. 

4Afterward it happened that he loved 
a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah. 5And the <lords of the 
Philistines came up to her and said to her, 
d“Entice him, and find out where his great 
strength lies, and by what means we may 
overpower him, that we may bind him to 
afflict him; and every one of us will give 
you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 

6So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell 
me where your great strength lies, and 
with what you may be bound to afflict you.” 

7And Samson said to her, “If they bind 
me with seven fresh bowstrings, not yet 
dried, then I shall become weak, and be 
like any other man.” 


* 15:17 Literally Jawbone Height * 15:19 Literally 
Jawbone (compare verse 14) ¢ Literally Spring of 
the Caller 


15:13 two new ropes. Ropes were made of leather, 
hair, or plant fibers; one common fiber was flax (Josh. 
2:6). Being new, these ropes were the strongest pos- 
sible. 

15:15 a fresh jawbone. A fresh jawbone would have 
been tough, resilient, and virtually unbreakable. 
15:18 cried out to the Lorb. This is the first record of 
Samson calling on the Lord. 

16:2 at the gate. The gates of this time in history 
were at least two stories high, with guard rooms 
on either side of a narrow opening. The Philistines 
waited in the recesses of the gate, hoping to trap 
Samson. 


16:3 carried them to the top of the hill. Given the 
large size of the doors of a city gate, Samson’s feat 
was astounding. Hebron is 40 miles east of Gaza. 
Samson's trip would have taken the better part of a 
day. 
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8So the lords of the Philistines brought 
up to her seven fresh bowstrings, not yet 
dried, and she bound him with them. Now 
men were lying in wait, staying with her in 
the room. And she said to him, “The Philis- 
tines are upon you, Samson!” But he broke 
the bowstrings as a strand of yarn breaks 
when it touches fire. So the secret of his 
strength was not known. 

10Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, 
you have mocked me and told me lies. Now, 
please tell me what you may be bound 
with.” 

So he said to her, “If they bind me se- 
curely with enew ropes that have never 
been used, then I shall become weak, and 
be like any other man.” 

12Therefore Delilah took new ropes and 
bound him with them, and said to him, 
“The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” 
And men were lying in wait, staying in the 
room. But he broke them off his arms like 
a thread. 

13Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you 
have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me 
what you may be bound with.” 

And he said to her, “If you weave the 
seven locks of my head into the web of the 
loom’— 

M4So she wove it tightly with the batten 
of the loom, and said to him, “The Philis- 
tines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke 
from his sleep, and pulled out the batten 
and the web from the loom. 

15Then she said to him, ‘How can you 
say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not 
with me? You have mocked me these three 
times, and have not told me where your 
great strength lies.” 16And it came to pass, 
when she pestered him daily with her 
words and pressed him, so that his soul 
was vexed to death, !’that he #told her all 
his heart, and said to her, "“No razor has 
ever come upon my head, for I have been 
a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. 
If Iam shaven, then my strength will leave 
me, and I shall become weak, and be like 
any other man.” 

18When Delilah saw that he had told 
her all his heart, she sent and called for 
the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come 
up once more, for he has told me all his 
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heart.” So the lords of the Philistines came 
up to her and brought the money in their 
hand. 1%Then she lulled him to sleep on 
her knees, and called for a man and had 
him shave off the seven locks of his head. 
Then she began to torment him,* and his 
strength left him. 20And she said, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So he 
awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go 
out as before, at other times, and shake 
myself free!” But he did not know that the 
LORD shad departed from him. 

21Then the Philistines took him and 
put out his Reyes, and brought him down 
to Gaza. They bound him with bronze fet- 
ters, and he became a grinder in the prison. 
22However, the hair of his head began to 
grow again after it had been shaven. 


Samson Dies with the Philistines 

23Now the lords of the Philistines gath- 
ered together to offer a great sacrifice to 
'Dagon their god, and to rejoice. And they 
said: 


“Our god has delivered into our hands 
Samson our enemy!” 


24When the people saw him, they ™praised 
their god; for they said: 


“Our god has delivered into our hands 
our enemy, 
The destroyer of our land, 
And the one who multiplied our dead.” 


25So it happened, when their hearts were 
nmerry, that they said, “Call for Samson, 
that he may perform for us.” So they called 
for Samson from the prison, and he per- 
formed for them. And they stationed him 
between the pillars. 26Then Samson said to 
the lad who held him by the hand, “Let me 
feel the pillars which support the temple, so 
that I can lean on them.” 27Now the temple 
was full of men and women. All the lords 
of the Philistines were there—about three 
thousand men and women on the °roof 
watching while Samson performed. 
28Then Samson called to the LORD, 


* 16:19 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads he began to be weak. 


16:16 pestered him. Delilah pestered him just as his 
wife had done earlier (14:17). Samson’s foolishness 
prevented him from learning the lesson of his earlier 
experience. 

16:19 and his strength left him. When he broke the 
final stipulation of the Nazirite vow by allowing his 
hair to be cut, the Lord left him and he was captured. 
16:20 he did not know. This is one of the few edito- 
rial comments by the author. 

16:23 Dagon. Dagon was the principal Philistine 
god. A Philistine temple for Dagon was at Beth Shan, 
in northern Israel, in the days of Saul (1 Sam. 31:9-10; 
1 Chr. 10:10), and it was in another such temple that 
the Philistines stored the ark of the covenant for 
a time (1 Sam. 5:1-7). Dagon was once commonly 


thought to be a fish god, but modern excavations 
have shown that he was a god of grain. In fact, one of 
the Hebrew words for grain is dagan. 

16:24 Our god has delivered into our hands our 
enemy. The Philistines viewed their success over 
Samson as a triumph for their god (Judg. 16:23-24). 
n reality it was the Lord who had delivered Samson 
into their hands, for “the LorD had departed from 
him” (v. 20). 
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saying, “O Lord GOD, Premember me, I 
pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just this once, 
O God, that I may with one blow take ven- 
geance on the Philistines for my two eyes!” 
29And Samson took hold of the two middle 
pillars which supported the temple, and 
he braced himself against them, one on 
his right and the other on his left. 3°Then 
Samson said, “Let me die with the Philis- 
tines!” And he pushed with all his might, 
and the temple fell on the lords and all the 
people who were in it. So the dead that he 
killed at his death were more than he had 
killed in his life. 

31And his brothers and all his father’s 
household came down and took him, and 
brought him up and buried him between 
Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his fa- 
ther Manoah. He had judged Israel 'twenty 
years. 


Micah’'s Idolatry 
1 7 Now there was a man from the moun- 
tains of Ephraim, whose name was 
aMicah. 2And he said to his mother, “The 
eleven hundred shekels of silver that were 
taken from you, and on which you put a 
curse, even saying it in my ears—here is 
the silver with me; I took it.” 

And his mother said, “‘“May you be 
blessed by the LORD, my son!” 3So when he 
had returned the eleven hundred shekels of 
silver to his mother, his mother said, “I had 
wholly dedicated the silver from my hand 


to the LORD for my son, to ¢make a carved 
image and a molded image; now therefore, 
I will return it to you.” 4Thus he returned 
the silver to his mother. Then his mother 
etook two hundred shekels of silver and 
gave them to the silversmith, and he made 
it into a carved image and a molded image; 
and they were in the house of Micah. 

5The man Micah had a fshrine, and 
made an Zephod and "household idols;* 
and he consecrated one of his sons, who 
became his priest. S!In those days there 
was no king in Israel; jeveryone did what 
was right in his own eyes. 

7Now there was a young man from 
kBethlehem in Judah, of the family of Ju- 
dah; he was a Levite, and 'was staying 
there. The man departed from the city of 
Bethlehem in Judah to stay wherever he 
could find a place. Then he came to the 
mountains of Ephraim, to the house of Mi- 
cah, as he journeyed. 9And Micah said to 
him, “Where do you come from?” 

So he said to him, “I am a Levite from 
Bethlehem in Judah, and I am on my way 
to find a place to stay.” 

10Micah said to him, “Dwell with me, 
mand be a "father and a priest to me, and I 
will give you ten shekels of silver per year, 
a suit of clothes, and your sustenance.” So 
the Levite went in. !!Then the Levite was 
content to dwell with the man; and the 


*17:;5 Hebrew teraphim 


16:30 Zeal—The famous lament of David over Saul 
and Jonathan, “How the mighty have fallen!” (2 Sam. 
1:19,27), could also be applied to Samson. He came 
from a godly home, but often was overcome by evil 
passion, pride, and violence. Yet at death his zeal for 
the Lord brought about a great victory over the Philis- 
tines and their god Dagon, and heis listed in Hebrews 
as a man of faith (Heb. 11:32). The plan and purpose 
of God overruled Samson’s folly and the Philistines’ 
arrogance. 

16:31 He had judged Israel twenty years. The story 
of the judges concludes with final editorial com- 
ments. Samson, the last judge, had been empowered 
by God’s Spirit, just as the first had been. Despite the 
manifold failings of the judges themselves, God had 
delivered Israel and caused other nations to bow 
before Him. Samson’s life is ultimately a story about 
God's faithfulness in spite of human weakness. 
17:1—21:25 Conclusion—The Book of Judges 
closes with two appendices (chs. 17-18; 19-21). They 
seem to be unrelated to the material preceding them, 
and to each other. While chapters 2-16 describe for- 
eign threats to Israel, these last chapters show an 
internal breakdown of Israel’s worship and unity. Fur- 
thermore, the events of these chapters appear to have 
taken place early in the period of the judges. These 
chapters may have been written independently of 
the book’s earlier chapters, but there is a certain logic 
to placing them at the end of the book. The structure 
highlights the theme of the disintegration of Israel, 
with the last chapters emphasizing that “everyone did 
what was right in his own eyes” (17:6; 21:25). 

17:3 | had wholly dedicated the silver... to the 


Lorb. Micah’s mother approved of his action, claim- 
ing that these images would be offered on the Lord's 
behalf. Today the temptation to mix elements of true 
worship of God with practices unacceptable to Him 
remains with us, even though it is in different ways. 
17:5 shrine. This is literally “a house of God.” This was 
a perversion of the true sanctuary where all worship 
was to take place. At this time the true “house of God” 
was at Shiloh (18:31). Micah further violated the law 
by appointing his own son as his private priest. Micah 
sinned because his son had not descended from 
Aaron, nor was he even a Levite (Ex. 28:1; 40:12-15; 
Num. 16:39-40; 17:8). 

17:6 what was right in his own eyes. This editorial 
comment is echoed in the last verse of the book 
(21:25). The author suggests that times were so bad 
that people did whatever they wanted, not what was 
right in the Lord’s eyes (14:3). We may infer that a king 
who focused Israel’s attention on the Lord would 
have prevented the outbreaks of sin and oppression 
so prevalent during the time of the judges. 

17:10 be a father and a priest to me. To be called 
father was a title of honor. Micah wanted the Levite to 
be his priest, since his background would lend legit- 
imacy to his service. Micah thought this would bring 
him God's favor (v. 13). 
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young man became like one of his sons to 
him. 12So Micah °consecrated the Levite, 
and the young man Pbecame his priest, and 
lived in the house of Micah. Then Micah 
said, “Now I know that the LorD will be 
good to me, since I have a Levite as “priest!” 


The Danites Adopt Micah’s Idolatry 
1 8 In ¢those days there was no king in 
Israel. And in those days the tribe 

of the Danites was seeking an inheritance 
for itself to dwell in; for until that day their 
inheritance among the tribes of Israel had 
not fallen to them. 2So the children of Dan 
sent five men of their family from their 
territory, men of valor from *Zorah and 
Eshtaol, ¢to spy out the land and search it. 
They said to them, “Go, search the land.” 
So they went to the mountains of Ephraim, 
to the echouse of Micah, and lodged there. 
3While they were at the house of Micah, 
they recognized the voice of the young Le- 
vite. They turned aside and said to him, 
“Who brought you here? What are you do- 
ing in this place? What do you have here?” 

4He said to them, “Thus and so Micah 
did for me. He has fhired me, and I have 
become his priest.” 

5So they said to him, “Please sinquire of 
hGod, that we may know whether the jour- 
ney on which we go will be prosperous.” 

6And the priest said to them, ‘“Go in 
peace. The presence of the LORD be with 
you on your way.” 

7So the five men departed and went 
to iLaish. They saw the people who were 
there, “how they dwelt safely, in the man- 
ner of the Sidonians, quiet and secure. 
There were no rulers in the land who might 
put them to shame for anything. They were 
far from the 'Sidonians, and they had no 
ties with anyone.* 

8Then the spies came back to their 
brethren at ™Zorah and Eshtaol, and their 
brethren said to them, “What is your re- 
port?” 

9So they said, ““Arise, let us go up 
against them. For we have seen the land, 
and indeed it is very good. Would you °do 
nothing? Do not hesitate to go, and enter 
to possess the land. 1©When you go, you 
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will come to a secure people and a large 
land. For God has given it into your hands, 
aa place where there is no lack of anything 
that is on the earth.” 

11And six hundred men of the family of 
the Danites went from there, from Zorah 
and Eshtaol, armed with weapons of war. 
12Then they went up and encamped in 
rKirjath Jearim in Judah. (Therefore they 
call that place sMahaneh Dan* to this day. 
There it is, west of Kirjath Jearim.) And 
they passed from there to the mountains of 
Ephraim, and came to ‘the house of Micah. 

MuThen the five men who had gone to 
spy out the country of Laish answered and 
said to their brethren, “Do you know that 
vthere are in these houses an ephod, house- 
hold idols, a carved image, and a molded 
image? Now therefore, consider what you 
should do.” 15So they turned aside there, 
and came to the house of the young Levite 
man—to the house of Micah—and greeted 
him. 16The wsix hundred men armed with 
their weapons of war, who were of the chil- 
dren of Dan, stood by the entrance of the 
gate. 17Then xthe five men who had gone to 
spy out the land went up. Entering there, 
they took ythe carved image, the ephod, 
the household idols, and the molded image. 
The priest stood at the entrance of the gate 
with the six hundred men who were armed 
with weapons of war. 

18When these went into Micah’s house 
and took the carved image, the ephod, the 
household idols, and the molded image, the 
priest said to them, “What are you doing?” 

19And they said to him, “Be quiet, 2put 
your hand over your mouth, and come with 
us; “be a father and a priest to us. Is it better 
for you to be a priest to the household of 
one man, or that you be a priest to a tribe 
and a family in Israel?” 20So the priest’s 
heart was glad; and he took the ephod, the 
household idols, and the carved image, and 
took his place among the people. 

21Then they turned and departed, and 
put the little ones, the livestock, and the 
goods in front of them. 22When they were 


* 18:7 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads with Syria. * 18:12 Lit- 
erally Camp of Dan 


18:1 Danites. The Danites were looking for a place 
to settle because they had been unable to settle 
effectively in their allotted territory. Compare their 
allotment in Joshua 19:41-47 and their failure to 
capture it all (1:34-35). It seems clear that this story 
is not placed chronologically, but refers back to the 
first chapters of Judges. The Danites’ migration in 
search of new land probably would have come soon 
after the events of 1:34, not some three centuries or 
more later. 

18:7 Sidonians. Sidon was a port city northwest of 
Israel, in what today is Lebanon. 

18:19 bea father anda priest tous. The Levite’s cyn- 
ical acceptance of this opportunity for greater pres- 
tige indicates further how debased conditions had 


become. Those who had been divinely appointed to 
minister before the Lord were selling false spiritual 
services to the highest bidder. 
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a good way from the house of Micah, the 
men who were in the houses near Micah’s 
house gathered together and overtook the 
children of Dan. 23And they called out to 
the children of Dan. So they turned around 
and said to Micah, >“What ails you, that 
you have gathered such a company?” 

24So he said, “You have ctaken away my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and you 
have gone away. Now what more do I have? 
How can you say to me, ‘What ails you?’” 

25And the children of Dan said to him, 
“Do not let your voice be heard among us, 
lest angry men fall upon you, and you lose 
your life, with the lives of your household!” 
26Then the children of Dan went their way. 
And when Micah saw that they were too 
strong for him, he turned and went back 
to his house. 


Danites Settle in Laish 

27So0 they took the things Micah had 
made, and the priest who had belonged to 
him, and went to Laish, to a people quiet 
and secure; ¢and they struck them with the 
edge of the sword and burned the city with 
fire. 28There was no deliverer, because it 
was @far from Sidon, and they had no ties 
with anyone. It was in the valley that be- 
longs fto Beth Rehob. So they rebuilt the 
city and dwelt there. 29And they called the 
name of the city "Dan, after the name of 
Dan their father, who was born to Israel. 
However, the name of the city formerly 
was Laish. 

30Then the children of Dan set up for 
themselves the carved image; and Jona- 
than the son of Gershom, the son of Manas- 
seh,* and his sons were priests to the tribe 
of Dan ‘until the day of the captivity of the 
land. 31So they set up for themselves Mi- 
cah’s carved image which he made, ‘all the 
time that the house of God was in Shiloh. 


The Levite’s Concubine 
1 And it came to pass in those days, 
awhen there was no king in Israel, 
that there was a certain Levite staying in 
the remote mountains of Ephraim. He took 
for himself a concubine from »Bethlehem 
in Judah. 2But his concubine played the 
harlot against him, and went away from 
him to her father’s house at Bethlehem in 
Judah, and was there four whole months. 
3Then her husband arose and went after 


her, to “speak kindly to her and bring her 
back, having his servant and a couple of 
donkeys with him. So she brought him into 
her father’s house; and when the father of 
the young woman saw him, he was glad 
to meet him. 4Now his father-in-law, the 
young woman’s father, detained him; and 
he stayed with him three days. So they ate 
and drank and lodged there. 

5Then it came to pass on the fourth day 
that they arose early in the morning, and 
he stood to depart; but the young woman’s 
father said to his son-in-law, ¢“Refresh 
your heart with a morsel of bread, and af- 
terward go your way.” 

6So they sat down, and the two of them 
ate and drank together. Then the young 
woman’s father said to the man, “Please be 
content to stay all night, and let your heart 
be merry.” 7And when the man stood to 
depart, his father-in-law urged him; so he 
lodged there again. 8Then he arose early 
in the morning on the fifth day to depart, 
but the young woman’s father said, “Please 
refresh your heart.” So they delayed until 
afternoon; and both of them ate. 

§And when the man stood to depart— 
he and his concubine and his servant—his 
father-in-law, the young woman’s father, 
said to him, “Look, the day is now drawing 
toward evening; please spend the night. 
See, the day is coming to an end; lodge 
here, that your heart may be merry. Tomor- 
row go your way early, so that you may get 
home.” 

10However, the man was not willing to 
spend that night; so he rose and departed, 
and came opposite ‘Jebus (that is, Jerusa- 
lem). With him were the two saddled don- 
keys; his concubine was also with him. 
1lThey were near Jebus, and the day was 
far spent; and the servant said to his mas- 
ter, “Come, please, and let us turn aside into 
this city fof the Jebusites and lodge in it.” 

l22But his master said to him, “We will 
not turn aside here into a city of foreign- 
ers, who are not of the children of Israel; 
we will go on sto Gibeah.” 13So he said to 
his servant, “Come, let us draw near to 
one of these places, and spend the night in 
Gibeah or in "Ramah.” 14And they passed 
by and went their way; and the sun went 
down on them near Gibeah, which belongs 


* 18:30 Septuagint and Vulgate read Moses. 


18:31 all the time that the house of God was in Shi- 
loh. The true worship of God in the appointed place 
was available all this time—the Danites just did not 
want to bother with it. 

19:1 a concubine. A concubine was a female servant 
regarded as a part of the family, often chosen to bear 
children. Several of the patriarchs had children with 
concubines: Abraham with Hagar (Gen. 16); Jacob 
with Bilhah and Zilpah (Gen. 30:4-13). 

19:10 Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). The city of Jerusa- 
lem was at this time in the hands of the Jebusites, and 


it is called a “city of foreigners” in verse 12 (see Josh. 
15:63). 
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to Benjamin. They turned aside there to 
go in to lodge in Gibeah. And when he went 
in, he sat down in the open square of the 
city, for no one would ‘take them into his 
house to spend the night. 

16 Just then an old man came in from this 
work in the field at evening, who also was 
from the mountains of Ephraim; he was 
staying in Gibeah, whereas the men of 
the place were Benjamites. !7And when he 
raised his eyes, he saw the traveler in the 
open square of the city; and the old man 
said, “Where are you going, and where do 
you come from?” 

18So he said to him, “We are passing 
from Bethlehem in Judah toward the re- 
mote mountains of Ephraim; I am from 
there. I went to Bethlehem in Judah; now 
Iam going to *the house of the LORD. But 
there is no one who will take me into his 
house, !%although we have both straw and 
fodder for our donkeys, and bread and 
wine for myself, for your female servant, 
and for the young man who is with your 
servant; there is no lack of anything.” 

20And the old man said, '“Peace be with 
you! However, let all your needs be my re- 
sponsibility; "only do not spend the night 
in the open square.” 2!nSo he brought him 
into his house, and gave fodder to the don- 
keys. °And they washed their feet, and ate 
and drank. 


Gibeah’s Crime 

22As they were Penjoying themselves, 
suddenly ¢certain men of the city, "pervert- 
ed men,* surrounded the house and beat on 
the door. They spoke to the master of the 
house, the old man, saying, s“Bring out the 
man who came to your house, that we may 
know him carnally!” 

23But ‘the man, the master of the house, 
went out to them and said to them, “No, my 
brethren! I beg you, do not act so wickedly! 
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Seeing this man has come into my house, 
udo not commit this outrage. 24vLook, here 
is my virgin daughter and the man’s* con- 
cubine; let me bring them out now. ~Hum- 
ble them, and do with them as you please; 
but to this man do not do such a vile thing!” 
25But the men would not heed him. So the 
man took his concubine and brought her out 
to them. And they knew her and abused 
her all night until morning; and when the 
day began to break, they let her go. 

26Then the woman came as the day was 
dawning, and fell down at the door of the 
man’s house where her master was, till it 
was light. 

27When her master arose in the morn- 
ing, and opened the doors of the house 
and went out to go his way, there was his 
concubine, fallen at the door of the house 
with her hands on the threshold. 28And he 
said to her, “Get up and let us be going.” But 
ythere was no answer. So the man lifted her 
onto the donkey; and the man got up and 
went to his place. 

29When he entered his house he took a 
knife, laid hold of his concubine, and 2di- 
vided her into twelve pieces, limb by limb,* 
and sent her throughout all the territory of 
Israel. 30And so it was that all who saw it 
said, “No such deed has been done or seen 
from the day that the children of Israel 
came up from the land of Egypt until this 
day. Consider it, «confer, and speak up!” 


Israel's War with the Benjamites 
20 So 4all the children of Israel came 
out, from ®Dan to “Beersheba, as well 
as from the land of Gilead, and the congre- 
gation gathered together as one man before 
the LORD ¢at Mizpah. 2And the leaders 
of all the people, all the tribes of Israel, 


* 19:22 Literally sons of Belial * 19:24 Literally 
his * 19:29 Literally with her bones 


19:22-26 men of the city. This section closely 
resembles Genesis 19:4-9; indeed, the author may 
have written this story to make the comparison with 
Sodom unmistakable, as if to say, “Things were as bad 
as they were in the days of Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
19:22 perverted men. Literally “sons of Belial,” this 
is a phrase describing wicked or worthless people. 
The name Belial came to designate Satan, as it is 
used in 2 Corinthians 6:15. may know him. This same 
expression is found in Genesis 19:5, where the men 
of Sodom wanted to force homosexual relations on 
Lot’s guests. 

19:22-30 Perversion—For a man to be raped by a 
group of town ruffians would be a terrible humilia- 
tion; the fact that offering the concubine and the vir- 
gin daughter could be considered a solution clearly 
illustrates the level of perversion and depravity to 
which the people had sunk. Women were no longer 
considered the companions and helpers that they 
were created to be (Gen. 2:22-24), but as property, 
to be enjoyed or disposed of at will. The author offers 
no comment upon the horror perpetrated here, 
merely stating the cold facts and leaving a strong 


impression of the heartless and conscienceless state 
of the people. 

19:30 No such deed has been done or seen. This 
phrase is ambiguous. It is uncertain whether they 
were horrified by discovering the dismembered body 
or by learning about the cruel rape and murder. 

20:1 from Dan to Beersheba. This is a common 
expression for the full extent of the land of Israel from 
north to south. 

20:1-2,8 Unity—Both individually and corporately 
the Israelites of this period were functioning as a law 
unto themselves. “Everyone did what was right in 
his own eyes” (21:25). One notable exception to this 
was the response to the loathsome rape and killing 
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presented themselves in the assembly of 
the people of God, four hundred thousand 
foot soldiers ewho drew the sword. 3(Now 
the children of Benjamin heard that the 
children of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) 

Then the children of Israel said, “Tell us, 
how did this wicked deed happen?” 

4So the Levite, the husband of the wom- 
an who was murdered, answered and 
said, “My concubine and ‘I went into Gibe- 
ah, which belongs to Benjamin, to spend 
the night. 5*And the men of Gibeah rose 
against me, and surrounded the house at 
night because of me. They intended to kill 
me, "but instead they ravished my concu- 
bine so that she died. 6So ‘I took hold of my 
concubine, cut her in pieces, and sent her 
throughout all the territory of the inheri- 
tance of Israel, because they icommitted 
lewdness and outrage in Israel. 7Look! All 
of you are children of Israel; give your ad- 
vice and counsel here and now!” 

8So all the people arose as one man, Say- 
ing, “None of us will go to his tent, nor will 
any turn back to his house; 9but now this is 
the thing which we will do to Gibeah: We 
will go up ‘against it by lot. 1!©We will take 
ten men out of every hundred throughout 
all the tribes of Israel, a hundred out of ev- 
ery thousand, and a thousand out of every 
ten thousand, to make provisions for the 
people, that when they come to Gibeah in 
Benjamin, they may repay all the vileness 
that they have done in Israel.” "So all the 
men of Israel were gathered against the 
city, united together as one man. 

12mThen the tribes of Israel sent men 
through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, 
“What is this wickedness that has occurred 
among you? Now therefore, deliver up the 
men, "the perverted men* who are in Gibe- 
ah, that we may put them to death and °re- 
move the evil from Israel!” But the children 
of Benjamin would not listen to the voice of 
their brethren, the children of Israel. 4In- 
stead, the children of Benjamin gathered 
together from their cities to Gibeah, to go to 
battle against the children of Israel. /And 
from their cities at that time ethe children 


of Benjamin numbered twenty-six thou- 
sand men who drew the sword, besides 
the inhabitants of Gibeah, who numbered 
seven hundred select men. !6Among all 
this people were seven hundred select men 
who were “left-handed; every one could 
sling a stone at a hair’s breadth and not 
miss. 17Now besides Benjamin, the men of 
Israel numbered four hundred thousand 
men who drew the sword; all of these were 
men of war. 

18Then the children of Israel arose and 
went up to the house of God* to sinquire 
of God. They said, “Which of us shall go 
up first to battle against the children of 
Benjamin?” 

The LorD said, “Judah first!” 

19So the children of Israel rose in the 
morning and encamped against Gibe- 
ah. 20And the men of Israel went out to 
battle against Benjamin, and the men of 
Israel put themselves in battle array to 
fight against them at Gibeah. 2!Then the 
children of Benjamin came out of Gibeah, 
and on that day cut down to the ground 
twenty-two thousand men of the Israelites. 
22 And the people, that is, the men of Israel, 
encouraged themselves and again formed 
the battle line at the place where they had 
put themselves in array on the first day. 
23vThen the children of Israel went up and 
wept before the LORD until evening, and 
asked counsel of the LORD, saying, “Shall I 
again draw near for battle against the chil- 
dren of my brother Benjamin?” 

And the LorD said, “Go up against him.” 

24So the children of Israel approached 
the children of Benjamin on the second 
day. 25And ~Benjamin went out against 
them from Gibeah on the second day, and 
cut down to the ground eighteen thousand 
more of the children of Israel; all these 
drew the sword. 

26Then all the children of Israel, that is, 
all the people, went up and came to the 
house of God* and wept. They sat there 


* 20:13 Literally sons of Belial 
* 20:26 Or Bethel 


* 20:18 Or Bethel 


of a concubine in the Benjamite territory of Gibeah 
(19:11-30). The result of this outrageous covenant 
violation was that all Israel gathered together as one 
man, and decided that they would not rest until the 
crime was punished. The people were shocked into 
unity against sin. It is still true that crises in life often 
serve to bring people together to work for acommon 
cause or fight against a common enemy. While this 
can be a good result of difficult times, it is important 
that God’s people be united in serving Him in peace 
as well as crisis. 

20:9 by lot. God's role is not mentioned here, but one 
can assume that the people were using lots to seek 
His will. To their credit, the Israelite tribes were united 
together as one man, a quality notably absent up to 
this point in the Book of Judges (v. 11). 

20:18 Judah first. The book begins and ends with 
Judah in this prominent position (1:1-2). This is no 


accident, since the end of the book points toward the 
monarchy, whose true expression would come out of 
Judah. 

20:23 Go up against him. The Lord graciously 
answered the Israelites twice when they called upon 
Him (v. 18). 

20:26 came to the house of God and wept. The 
sraelites suffered a second major defeat (v. 25). The 
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before the LORD and fasted that day until 
evening; and they offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings before the LORD. 27So 
the children of Israel inquired of the LORD 
(the ark of the covenant of God was there 
in those days, 282and Phinehas the son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron, ¢stood before it 
in those days), saying, “Shall I yet again 
go out to battle against the children of my 
brother Benjamin, or shall I cease?” 

And the LorD said, “Go up, for tomor- 
row I will deliver them into your hand.” 

29Then Israel Yset men in ambush all 
around Gibeah. 30And the children of Is- 
rael went up against the children of Benja- 
min on the third day, and put themselves in 
battle array against Gibeah as at the other 
times. 31So the children of Benjamin went 
out against the people, and were drawn 
away from the city. They began to strike 
down and kill some of the people, as at the 
other times, in the highways ¢(one of which 
goes up to Bethel and the other to Gibeah) 
and in the field, about thirty men of Israel. 
32And the children of Benjamin said, “They 
are defeated before us, as at first.” 

But the children of Israel said, “Let us 
flee and draw them away from the city to 
the highways.” 33So all the men of Israel 
rose from their place and put themselves 
in battle array at Baal Tamar. Then Is- 
rael’s men in ambush burst forth from 
their position in the plain of Geba. 34And 
ten thousand select men from all Israel 
came against Gibeah, and the battle was 
fierce. (But the Benjamites* did not know 
that disaster was upon them. 35The LORD 
defeated Benjamin before Israel. And 
the children of Israel destroyed that day 
twenty-five thousand one hundred Ben- 
jamites; all these drew the sword. 

36So the children of Benjamin saw that 
they were defeated. ¢The men of Israel had 
given ground to the Benjamites, because 
they relied on the men in ambush whom 
they had set against Gibeah. 37fAnd the 
men in ambush quickly rushed upon Gibe- 
ah; the men in ambush spread out and 
struck the whole city with the edge of the 
sword. 38Now the appointed signal between 
the men of Israel and the men in ambush 
was that they would make a great cloud of 
gsmoke rise up from the city, 29whereup- 
on the men of Israel would turn in battle. 
Now Benjamin had begun to strike and 
kill about thirty of the men of Israel. For 
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they said, “Surely they are defeated be- 
fore us, as in the first battle.” 49But when 
the cloud began to rise from the city ina 
column of smoke, the Benjamites "looked 
behind them, and there was the whole city 
going up in smoke to heaven. 41And when 
the men of Israel turned back, the men of 
Benjamin panicked, for they saw that di- 
saster had come upon them. 42Therefore 
they turned their backs before the men of 
Israel in the direction of the wilderness; 
but the battle overtook them, and whoev- 
er came out of the cities they destroyed in 
their midst. 42They surrounded the Ben- 
jamites, chased them, and easily trampled 
them down as far as the front of Gibeah 
toward the east. 44And eighteen thousand 
men of Benjamin fell; all these were men 
of valor. 45Then they* turned and fled to- 
ward the wilderness to the rock of ‘Rim- 
mon; and they cut down five thousand of 
them on the highways. Then they pursued 
them relentlessly up to Gidom, and killed 
two thousand of them. 46So all who fell of 
Benjamin that day were twenty-five thou- 
sand men who drew the sword; all these 
were men of valor. 

47But six hundred men turned and fled 
toward the wilderness to the rock of Rim- 
mon, and they stayed at the rock of Rim- 
mon for four months. 48And the men of 
Israel turned back against the children of 
Benjamin, and struck them down with the 
edge of the sword—from every city, men 
and beasts, all who were found. They also 
set fire to all the cities they came to. 


Wives Provided for the Benjamites 
2 Now ¢the men of Israel had sworn 
an oath at Mizpah, saying, “None 
of us shall give his daughter to Benjamin 
as a wife.” 2Then the people came to the 
house of God,* and remained there before 
God till evening. They lifted up their voices 
and wept bitterly, 3and said, “O LORD God 
of Israel, why has this come to pass in Is- 
rael, that today there should be one tribe 
missing in Israel?” 
4So it was, on the next morning, that the 
people rose early and cbuilt an altar there, 
and offered burnt offerings and peace of- 
ferings. The children of Israel said, “Who 
is there among all the tribes of Israel who 


* 20:34 Literally they *20:45 Septuagint reads 
therest. *21:2 Or Bethel 


result drove them to fasting and sacrificing at Bethel, 
something done very rarely in this period. 

20:28 Phinehas. Phinehas was the grandson of Aaron 
who had stopped the plague at Peor (Num. 25:6-11). 
The fact that he was still alive shows that the organiza- 
tion of the Book of Judges is not strictly chronological. 
The author may have placed this account at the end of 
the book to make the point even more strongly about 
the spiritual deterioration of the nation. 

20:48 and struck them down with the edge of the 


sword. The spiritual decay of Israel had resulted in 
the destruction of its own people with a vengeance 
once reserved for pagan people. 
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did not come up with the assembly to the 
LORD?” ¢For they had made a great oath 
concerning anyone who had not come up 
to the LORD at Mizpah, saying, “He shall 
surely be put to death.” 6And the children 
of Israel grieved for Benjamin their broth- 
er, and said, “One tribe is cut off from Is- 
rael today. 7What shall we do for wives for 
those who remain, seeing we have sworn 
by the LORD that we will not give them our 
daughters as wives?” 

8And they said, “What one is there from 
the tribes of Israel who did not come up to 
Mizpah to the LoRD?” And, in fact, no one 
had come to the camp from ¢Jabesh Gilead 
to the assembly. 9For when the people were 
counted, indeed, not one of the inhabitants 
of Jabesh Gilead was there. !9So the con- 
gregation sent out there twelve thousand 
of their most valiant men, and command- 
ed them, saying, /“Go and strike the in- 
habitants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge 
of the sword, including the women and 
children. And this is the thing that you 
shall do: ¢You shall utterly destroy every 
male, and every woman who has known 
a man intimately.” !12So they found among 
the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead four hun- 
dred young virgins who had not known a 
man intimately; and they brought them to 
the camp at "Shiloh, which is in the land 
of Canaan. 

1Then the whole congregation sent 
wordto the children of Benjamin ‘who were 
at the rock of Rimmon, and announced 
peace to them. 4So Benjamin came back 
at that time, and they gave them the women 
whom they had saved alive of the women of 
Jabesh Gilead; and yet they had not found 
enough for them. 

15And the people igrieved for Benjamin, 
because the LORD had made a void in the 
tribes of Israel. 


16Then the elders of the congregation 
said, “What shall we do for wives for those 
who remain, since the women of Benjamin 
have been destroyed?” !7And they said, 
“There must be an inheritance for the sur- 
vivors of Benjamin, that a tribe may not be 
destroyed from Israel. 18However, we can- 
not give them wives from our daughters, 
kfor the children of Israel have sworn an 
oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the one who gives 
a wife to Benjamin.’” 18Then they said, “In 
fact, there is a yearly 'feast of the LORD in 
mShiloh, which is north of Bethel, on the 
east side of the "highway that goes up from 
Bethel to Shechem, and south of Lebonah.” 

20Therefore they instructed the children 
of Benjamin, saying, “Go, lie in wait in the 
vineyards, 2land watch; and just when the 
daughters of Shiloh come out °to perform 
their dances, then come out from the vine- 
yards, and every man catch a wife for him- 
self from the daughters of Shiloh; then go 
to the land of Benjamin. 22Then it shall be, 
when their fathers or their brothers come 
to us to complain, that we will say to them, 
‘Be kind to them for our sakes, because we 
did not take a wife for any of them in the 
war; for it is not as though you have given 
the women to them at this time, making 
yourselves guilty of your oath.’” 

23And the children of Benjamin did so; 
they took enough wives for their num- 
ber from those who danced, whom they 
caught. Then they went and returned to 
their inheritance, and they Prebuilt the 
cities and dwelt in them. 24So the children 
of Israel departed from there at that time, 
every man to his tribe and family; they 
went out from there, every man to his in- 
heritance. 

25aIn those days there was no king in Is- 
rael; "everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes. 


21:6 Repentance—In the midst of this terrible 
account of great sin within the nation of Israel, we 
find that the people realized that it was important 
that none of the tribes should perish. The example 
set by the nation of Israel is important for believers 
today. The people of Israel felt sorry for their brothers 
after the brothers had been disciplined for their great 
sin. Restoration and continuance of fellowship are 
important for people who have fallen into sin (2 Cor. 
2:6-8; Gal. 6:1—2). 

21:11 utterly destroy. This phrase is found numerous 
times in the Book of Joshua in regard to the conquest 
of the Canaanites. However, there is no hint that God 
supported the bloodbath at Jabesh Gilead. 

21:19 feast of the Lorb. Because of the dancing asso- 
ciation, some believe that the yearly feast mentioned 
here was the Passover. Others believe that it was the 
Feast of Tabernacles, celebrated in the fall, since vine- 
yards are mentioned (vv. 20-21). The grape harvest 
came in the early fall. 


21:23 took enough wives for their number. No jus- 
tification is given for this peculiar abduction except 
for the supposed needs of the Benjamites. This inter- 
esting episode was a way for the rest of Israel to side- 
step their oath (v. 1), and try to preserve the tribe of 
Benjamin. 

21:25 what was right in his own eyes. This state- 
ment sums up the whole Book of Judges. What hap- 
pened was governed by whatever people happened 
to feel like, rather than by listening to God, and the 
stories at the end of the book clearly illustrate the 
results of this mindset. 
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THE BOOK OF 


RUTH 


> AUTHOR: The Book of Ruth provides a cameo to the other side of the biblical 
story—the godly remnant who remain true to the laws of God. Although the author 
of Ruth is not given anywhere in the book, the anonymity should not detract from 
its spiritual value or literary beauty. Tradition has attributed the writing of Ruth to 
Samuel, but this is difficult to reconcile with the mention of David when Samuel 
died before David was installed as king. 

> TIME: During the Judges > KEY VERSE: Ruth 1:16 

> THEME: Ruth is a simple yet intriguing short story. Throughout the story, the 
characters develop and eventually exhibit wisdom, loyalty, and obedience to God 
and the customs of the day. We see an interesting romance bloom out of most un- 
usual circumstances. It provides a platform for some profound understanding of 
God's covenant plans with His people, Israel. We see the details of His plan unfold 
in the lives of a widow, her foreign born daughter-in-law, and a distant relative. We 


also see the lineage of David and Christ established and blessed. 


Elimelech’s Family Goes to Moab 
Now it came to pass, in the days when 
athe judges ruled, that there was %a 

famine in the land. And a certain man of 

cBethlehem, Judah, went to dwell in the 
country of ¢Moab, he and his wife and his 
two sons. 2The name of the man was Elime- 
lech, the name of his wife was Naomi, and 
the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 

Chilion—?*Ephrathites of Bethlehem, Judah. 

And they went fto the country of Moab and 

remained there. Then Elimelech, Naomi’s 

husband, died; and she was left, and her two 
sons. 4Now they took wives of the women of 

Moab: the name of the one was Orpah, and 

the name of the other Ruth. And they dwelt 

there about ten years. >Then both Mahlon 
and Chilion also died; so the woman sur- 
vived her two sons and her husband. 


Naomi Returns with Ruth 

6Then she arose with her daughters-in- 
law that she might return from the country 
of Moab, for she had heard in the country of 
Moab that the LoRD had £visited His people 
by "giving them bread. 7Therefore she went 


out from the place where she was, and her 
two daughters-in-law with her; and they 
went on the way to return to the land of Ju- 
dah. 8And Naomi said to her two daughters- 
in-law, ‘“Go, return each to her mother’s 
house. iThe LORD deal kindly with you, as 
you have dealt *with the dead and with me. 
8The LORD grant that you may find 'rest, 
each in the house of her husband.” 

So she kissed them, and they lifted up 
their voices and wept. !9And they said to 
her, “Surely we will return with you to your 
people.” 

UBut Naomi said, “Turn back, my 
daughters; why will you go with me? Are 
there still sons in my womb, “that they 
may be your husbands? !2Turn back, my 
daughters, go—for I am too old to have a 
husband. If I should say I have hope, if I 
should have a husband tonight and should 
also bear sons, !8would you wait for them 
till they were grown? Would you restrain 
yourselves from having husbands? No, my 
daughters; for it grieves me very much for 
your sakes that "the hand of the LORD has 
gone out against me!” 

4Then they lifted up their voices and 


1:4 Ruth. The name Ruth means “friend” or “compas- 
sionate friend.” Throughout the account of her life it 
is easy to see that this name fittingly described Ruth’s 
character. 

1:8 kindly. The Hebrew word translated “kindly” is 
often used to describe God. It can also be interpreted 
as “loyal love.” 

1:13 gone out against me. Naomi felt that the Lord 
was disciplining her. To be a widow in sucha time and 
also without children was very difficult indeed. 


1:14 Perseverance—When we sacrifice what would 
seem to be our best interest for another's welfare, 
God may unexpectedly use it to uplift and reward us. 
Ruth’s desire to stay with Naomi not only lightened 
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wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother- 
in-law, but Ruth °clung to her. 
15And she said, “Look, your sister-in- 
law has gone back to Pher people and to 
her gods; ¢return after your sister-in-law.” 
16But Ruth said: 


rEntreat me not to leave you, 
Or to turn back from following after 
you; 
For wherever you go, I will go; 
And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; 
sYour people shall be my people, 
And your God, my God. 
17 Where you die, I will die, 
And there will I be buried. 
tThe LORD do so to me, and more also, 
If anything but death parts you and 
me.” 


18uWhen she saw that she was determined 
to go with her, she stopped speaking to her. 

19Now the two of them went until they 
came to Bethlehem. And it happened, when 
they had come to Bethlehem, that vall the 
city was excited because of them; and the 
women said, ““Is this Naomi?” 

20But she said to them, “Do not call me 
Naomi;* call me Mara,* for the Almighty 
has dealt very bitterly with me. 2!I went out 
full, and the LORD has brought me home 
again empty. Why do you call me Naomi, 
since the LORD has testified against me, 
and the Almighty has afflicted me?” 

22So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Mo- 
abitess her daughter-in-law with her, who 
returned from the country of Moab. Now 
they came to Bethlehem vat the beginning 
of barley harvest. 


Ruth Meets Boaz 

There was a “relative of Naomi’s hus- 

band, a man of great wealth, of the fam- 
ily of /Elimelech. His name was ¢Boaz. 2So 
Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please 
let me go to the field, and glean heads of 
grain after him in whose sight I may find 
favor.” 

And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 

3Then she left, and went and gleaned 
in the field after the reapers. And she 
happened to come to the part of the field 


belonging to Boaz, who was of the family 
of Elimelech. 

4Now behold, Boaz came from ¢Bethle- 
hem, and said to the reapers, ‘“The LORD 
be with you!” 

And they answered him, “The LORD 
bless you!” 

5Then Boaz said to his servant who was 
in charge of the reapers, “Whose young 
woman is this?” 

6So the servant who was in charge of the 
reapers answered and said, “It is the young 
Moabite woman £who came back with Nao- 
mi from the country of Moab. 7And she said, 
‘Please let me glean and gather after the 
reapers among the sheaves.’ So she came 
and has continued from morning until now, 
though she rested a little in the house.” 

8Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will lis- 
ten, my daughter, will you not? Do not go 
to glean in another field, nor go from here, 
but stay close by my young women. 9Let 
your eyes be on the field which they reap, 
and go after them. Have I not commanded 
the young men not to touch you? And when 
you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink 
from what the young men have drawn.” 

10So she "fell on her face, bowed down 
to the ground, and said to him, “Why have 
I found ‘favor in your eyes, that you should 
take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 

UAnd Boaz answered and said to her, “It 
has been fully reported to me, iall that you 
have done for your mother-in-law since the 
death of your husband, and how you have 
left your father and your mother and the 
land of your birth, and have come to a peo- 
ple whom you did not know before. 12*The 
LORD repay your work, and a full reward be 
given you by the LORD God of Israel, ‘under 
whose wings you have come for refuge.” 

13Then she said, ™“Let me find favor in 
your sight, my lord; for you have comforted 
me, and have spoken kindly to your maid- 
servant, "though I am not like one of your 
maidservants.” 

144Now Boaz said to her at mealtime, 
“Come here, and eat of the bread, and dip 
your piece of bread in the vinegar.” So 


* 1:20 Literally Pleasant ¢ Literally Bitter 


Naomi’s lot, but it also brought Ruth into the Messi- 
ah’s ancestral line. 

1:16-17 your God, my God. Ruth is casting her lot 
with Naomi, turning her back on all she has known. 
Most important she is turning away from the many 
gods of Moab to the One True God of Israel. 

1:22 Moabitess. God extended His protection to 
Ruth even though she was a foreigner and a member 
of a nation which had been the enemy of God and Is- 
rael (Num. 22-25). 

2:1 Boaz. As a relative of Naomi’s husband Elimelech, 
as well as a man of both wealth and good character, 
Boaz was the ideal person to stand up for the rights of 
the two widows. In the ancient Middle East, awoman 
without a husband or father was a woman unpro- 
tected and with no way to make a living. 


2:2 glean. The law of Moses allowed the poor to 
glean in the fields of the farmers (Lev. 23:22), picking 
up the loose grain that fell from the sheaves as the 
reapers gathered them up. 

2:14-16 Come here, and eat of the bread. Boaz not 
only let Ruth glean, he also amply provided her with 
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she sat beside the reapers, and he passed 
parched grain to her; and she ate and °was 
satisfied, and kept some back. 5And when 
she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his 
young men, saying, “Let her glean even 
among the sheaves, and do not reproach 
her. 16Also let grain from the bundles fall 
purposely for her; leave it that she may 
glean, and do not rebuke her.” 

17So she gleaned in the field until eve- 
ning, and beat out what she had gleaned, 
and it was about an ephah of Pbarley. 
18Then she took it up and went into the 
city, and her mother-in-law saw what she 
had gleaned. So she brought out and gave 
to her %what she had kept back after she 
had been satisfied. 

19And her mother-in-law said to her, 
“Where have you gleaned today? And 
where did you work? Blessed be the one 
who ‘took notice of you.” 

So she told her mother-in-law with 
whom she had worked, and said, “The 
man’s name with whom I worked today is 
Boaz.” 

20Then Naomi said to her daughter-in- 
law, s“Blessed be he of the LORD, who thas 
not forsaken His kindness to the living and 
the dead!” And Naomi said to her, “This 
man is a relation of ours, “one of our close 
relatives.” 

21Ruth the Moabitess said, “He also said 
to me, ‘You shall stay close by my young 
men until they have finished all my har- 
vest.’” 

22 And Naomi said to Ruth her daughter- 
in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go 
out with his young women, and that people 
do not meet you in any other field.” 23So she 
stayed close by the young women of Boaz, 
to glean until the end of barley harvest 
and wheat harvest; and she dwelt with her 
mother-in-law. 


Ruth’s Redemption Assured 
Then Naomi her mother-in-law said 
to her, “My daughter, “shall I not seek 
bsecurity for you, that it may be well with 
you? 2Now Boaz, «whose young women 
you were with, is he not our relative? In 
fact, he is winnowing barley tonight at the 
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threshing floor. 2Therefore wash yourself 
and ¢anoint yourself, put on your best 
garment and go down to the threshing 
floor; but do not make yourself known 
to the man until he has finished eating 
and drinking. 4Then it shall be, when he 
lies down, that you shall notice the place 
where he lies; and you shall go in, uncover 
his feet, and lie down; and he will tell you 
what you should do.” 

5And she said to her, “All that you say to 
me I will do.” 

6So she went down to the threshing floor 
and did according to all that her mother- 
in-law instructed her. 7And after Boaz had 
eaten and drunk, and 2his heart was cheer- 
ful, he went to lie down at the end of the 
heap of grain; and she came softly, uncov- 
ered his feet, and lay down. 

8Now it happened at midnight that the 
man was startled, and turned himself; and 
there, a woman was lying at his feet. 9And 
he said, “Who are you?” 

So she answered, “I am Ruth, your 
maidservant. fTake your maidservant un- 
der your wing,* for you are 2a close rela- 
tive.” 

10Then he said, "“Blessed are you of the 
LORD, my daughter! For you have shown 
more kindness at the end than ‘at the be- 
ginning, in that you did not go after young 
men, whether poor or rich. UAnd now, my 
daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all 
that you request, for all the people of my 
town know that you are a/virtuous woman. 
22Now it is true that I am a &close relative; 
however, 'there is a relative closer than 
I. Stay this night, and in the morning it 
shall be that if he will "perform the duty 
of a close relative for you—good; let him do 
it. But if he does not want to perform the 
duty for you, then I will perform the duty 
for you, "as the LORD lives! Lie down until 
morning.” 

14So she lay at his feet until morning, 
and she arose before one could recog- 
nize another. Then he said, °“Do not let 
it be known that the woman came to the 


* 3:9 Or Spread the corner of your garment over 
your maidservant 


food. He went beyond the letter of the law, demon- 
strating God’s compassion and the concern that each 
believer ought to show for others. 

3:4 uncover his feet. By uncovering Boaz’s feet in 
this manner Ruth was showing her submission to him 
while also asking him to be her protector. 

3:9 close relative. Ruth reminded Boaz that he was 
a close relative of her dead husband, and in keep- 
ing with the law a close relative was required to be 
a “kinsman redeemer.” This meant that if a man was 
slain, his kinsman redeemer had to avenge his death. 
If a man was sold into slavery, his kinsman redeemer 
paid the price to release him. If a man died childless, 
his kinsman redeemer had the responsibility to marry 
his wife and father a child to bear his name (Deut. 


15:5-10). Ruth was placing herself so that Boaz would 
know that she was willing for him to redeem her. 
3:12 closer than I. Boaz remembers that there is yet 
a closer relative; that relative would have the respon- 
sibility and the right to redeem Ruth first. If, however, 
he did not wish to or was unable to, Boaz would be 
free to do it himself. 
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threshing floor.” Also he said, “Bring the 
shawl that is on you and hold it.” And when 
she held it, he measured six ephahs of bar- 
ley, and laid it on her. Then she* went into 
the city. 

16When she came to her mother-in-law, 
she said, “Is that you, my daughter?” 

Then she told her all that the man had 
done for her. !7And she said, “These six 
ephahs of barley he gave me; for he said 
to me, ‘Do not go empty-handed to your 
mother-in-law.” 

18Then she said, ?“Sit still, my daughter, 
until you know how the matter will turn 
out; for the man will not rest until he has 
concluded the matter this day.” 


Boaz Redeems Ruth 

Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat 

down there; and behold, ¢the close 
relative of whom Boaz had spoken came 
by. So Boaz said, “Come aside, friend,* 
sit down here.” So he came aside and sat 
down. 2And he took ten men of the elders 
of the city, and said, “Sit down here.” So 
they sat down. Then he said to the close 
relative, “Naomi, who has come back from 
the country of Moab, sold the piece of land 
cwhich belonged to our brother Elimelech. 
4AndI thought to inform you, saying, “Buy 
it back ein the presence of the inhabitants 
and the elders of my people. If you will re- 
deem it, redeem it; but if you* will not re- 
deem it, then tell me, that I may know; ffor 
there is no one but you to redeem it, and I 
am next after you.’” 

And he said, “I will redeem it.” 

5Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy 
the field from the hand of Naomi, you must 
also buy it from Ruth the Moabitess, the 
wife of the dead, to perpetuate* the name 
of the dead through his inheritance.” 

6hAnd the close relative said, “I can- 
not redeem it for myself, lest I ruin my 
own inheritance. You redeem my right 
of redemption for yourself, for I cannot 
redeem it.” 

7iNow this was the custom in former 
times in Israel concerning redeeming 


and exchanging, to confirm anything: 
one man took off his sandal and gave it 
to the other, and this was a confirmation 
in Israel. 

8Therefore the close relative said to 
Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” So he took off 
his sandal. 9And Boaz said to the elders 
and all the people, “You are witnesses 
this day that I have bought all that was 
Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s 
and Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi. 
10Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the wid- 
ow of Mahlon, I have acquired as my wife, 
to perpetuate the name of the dead through 
his inheritance, ‘that the name of the dead 
may not be cut off from among his breth- 
ren and from his position at the gate.* You 
are witnesses this day.” 

And all the people who were at the 
gate, and the elders, said, “We are wit- 
nesses. The LORD make the woman who 
is coming to your house like Rachel and 
Leah, the two who ‘built the house of Is- 
rael; and may you prosper in ™Ephrathah 
and be famous in "Bethlehem. !2May your 
house be like the house of °Perez, whom 
Tamar bore to Judah, because of ¢the off- 
spring which the LORD will give you from 
this young woman.” 


Descendants of Boaz and Ruth 

13S0 Boaz ‘took Ruth and she became 
his wife; and when he went in to her, sthe 
LORD gave her conception, and she bore 
a son. “Then ‘the women said to Naomi, 
“Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you 
this day without a close relative; and may 
his name be famous in Israel! 15 And may he 
be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher 
of your old age; for your daughter-in-law, 
who loves you, who is “better to you than 
seven sons, has borne him.” !16Then Naomi 


* 3:15 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, and 
Vulgate read she; Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Targum read he. *4:1 Hebrew peloni almoni; 
literally soandso *4:4 Following many Hebrew 
manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads he. *4:5 Literally 
raiseup *4:10 Probably his civic office 


4:1-2 the gate. The gate of the city was the place 
where the men congregated and where the officials 
of a city were to be found. Legal business was typi- 
cally carried on here where the elders of the city were 
present to be witnesses. 

4:11 like Rachel and Leah. The people blessed 
Ruth and asked the Lord to bless her as He had the 
founding mothers of the twelve tribes of Israel. Even 
though she was a Moabitess, Ruth was accepted. 
4:14-15 who loves you... is better to you than 
seven sons. Ruth, although not knowing the out- 
come, sowed kindness by staying with Naomi. 
Because of this she also reaped what she had sown: 
abundant blessing. She became the great-grand- 
mother of King David, and had a place in the gene- 
alogy of Christ Jesus. Boaz, as the kinsman redeemer 
had to sacrifice his name—the son that was born 


would bear the family name of Mahlon—but he was 
also abundantly blessed. Boaz received the admira- 
tion of the people (4:11), the beautiful and faithful 
Ruth became his wife, and together they became 
ancestors of the great Redeemer, Jesus Christ. This 
story of Boaz’s redemption of the foreign woman 
points to the wonderful redemption of Jesus for all 
those who believe in Him. 
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took the child and laid him on her bosom, 
and became a nurse to him. !7vAlso the 
neighbor women gave him a name, saying, 
“There is a son born to Naomi.” And they 
called his name Obed. He is the father of 
Jesse, the father of David. 

18wNow this is the genealogy of Perez: 
xPerez begot Hezron; !8Hezron begot Ram, 
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and Ram begot Amminadab; 2°Ammina- 
dab begot yNahshon, and Nahshon begot 
zSalmon;* 21Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz 
begot Obed; 22Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse 
begot «David. 


* 4:20 Hebrew Salmah 


4:17” Luke 1:58 4:18”1 Chr. 2:4,5 Num. 26:20, 21 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF 


SAMUEL 


> AUTHOR: The author of 1 and 2 Samuel is anonymous. Samuel may have written 
the first portion of the book, but his death recorded in 1 Samuel 25:1 makes it clear 
that he did not write all of 1 or 2 Samuel. It is very possible that a single compiler, 
perhaps a member of the prophetic school mentioned in 1 Chronicles 29:29, used 
the various writings referenced as the chronicles of “Nathan the prophet,” “Gad the 
seer,” and “Samuel the seer.” 
> TIME: c. 1105-1011 B.c. > KEY VERSE: 1 Sam. 13:14 

> THEME: First Samuel tells the story of three characters: Samuel, Saul, and Da- 
vid. Saul’s story begins the line of Israel's monarchy. His story ends with the end of 
1 Samuel. David's starts in 1 Samuel, goes through 2 Samuel and ends in the first few 
chapters of 1 Kings. All three of the main characters in this book make mistakes that 
cost them dearly. Samuel has problems with his own sons. The result is the end of 
the rule of judges. Saul seems to be a classic study in what a poor self-image can do 
to a person. David's early violence prevents him from being able to build the temple 


later on when he is king. 


The Family of Elkanah 

Now there was a certain man of Ra- 

mathaim Zophim, of the «mountains of 
Ephraim, and his name was >Elkanah the 
son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu,* the son 
of Tohu,* the son of Zuph, «an Ephraimite. 
2And he had ¢two wives: the name of one 
was Hannah, and the name of the other Pe- 
ninnah. Peninnah had children, but Han- 
nah had no children. 3This man went up 
from his city ¢yearly fto worship and sac- 
rifice to the LORD of hosts in Shiloh. Also 
the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
the priests of the LORD, were there. 4And 
whenever the time came for Elkanah to 
make an "offering, he would give portions 
to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons 
and daughters. 5But to Hannah he would 
give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, 
ialthough the LORD had closed her womb. 
6And her rival also ‘provoked her severely, 
to make her miserable, because the LORD 
had closed her womb. 7So it was, year by 


year, when she went up to the house of the 
LORD, that she provoked her; therefore she 
wept and did not eat. 


Hannah's Vow 

8Then Elkanah her husband said to her, 
“Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you 
not eat? And why is your heart grieved? 
Am I not &better to you than ten sons?” 

§So Hannah arose after they had fin- 
ished eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now 
Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the 
doorpost of 'the tabernacle* of the LORD. 
10mAnd she was in bitterness of soul, and 
prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish. 
11Then she "made a vow and said, “O LORD 
of hosts, if You will indeed °look on the af- 
fliction of Your maidservant and P’remem- 
ber me, and not forget Your maidservant, 


* 1:1 Spelled Eliel in 1 Chronicles 6:34 ¢ Spelled 
Toah in 1 Chronicles 6:34 *1:9 Hebrew heykal, 
palace or temple 


1:1 Elkanah. Elkanah was a Levite (1 Chr. 6:26) who 
lived in a village about five miles north of Jerusalem. 
He is referred to as an Ephraimite because he lived in 
the territory of Ephraim. 

1:3 Lorp of hosts. The term “LorD of hosts” refers to 
God as the One who commands the angelic armies 
of heaven (1 Kin. 22:19; Rev. 19:14) and the armies of 
Israel (17:45). Shiloh. Shiloh, located twenty miles 
north of Jerusalem, was the religious center for the 
nation at this time and the location of the tabernacle 
(Josh. 18:1). 

1:9 Eli. Eli, Israel's high priest and judge, was from the 
family of Ithamar, Aaron’s fourth son (1 Chr. 24:1-3). 


The last high priest mentioned before him was Phine- 
has, the son of Eleazar (Judg. 20:28). It is not known 
why or how the office of high priest passed from the 
house of Eleazar to that of Ithamar. 

1:11 vow. Hannah vowed that the child she would 
bear would be a servant to the Lord all of his life. Can 
a parent really make a vow that the child will carry 


1:1 Josh. 17:17, 18; 24:33 ©1 Chr. 6:27, 33-38 ¢Ruth 

1:2. 1:24Deut.21:15-17 1:3 @Luke 2:41 Deut. 12:5-7; 
16:16 JJosh. 18:1 1:4" Deut. 12:17,18  1:5/Gen. 16:1; 
30:1,2  1:6/Job 24:21 1:84Ruth 4:15 1:9/1 Sam. 3:3 
1:10 Job 7:11. 1:11" Num. 30:6-11 ° Ps. 25:18 ? Gen. 8:1 


but will give Your maidservant a male 
child, then I will give him to the LorD all 
the days of his life, and “no razor shall 
come upon his head.” 

122And it happened, as she continued 
praying before the LORD, that Eli watched 
her mouth. 83Now Hannah spoke in her 
heart; only her lips moved, but her voice 
was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she 
was drunk. !4So Eli said to her, “How long 
will you be drunk? Put your wine away 
from you!” 

1sBut Hannah answered and said, “No, 
my lord, Iam awoman of sorrowful spirit. 
I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicat- 
ing drink, but have "poured out my soul 
before the LORD. !6Do not consider your 
maidservant a swicked woman,* for out of 
the abundance of my complaint and grief I 
have spoken until now.” 

17Then Eli answered and said, “Go in 
peace, and the God of Israel grant your 
petition which you have asked of Him.” 

18And she said, “Let your maidservant 
find favor in your sight.” So the woman 
wwent her way and ate, and her face was 
no longer sad. 


Samuel Is Born and Dedicated 

19Then they rose early in the morning 
and worshiped before the LORD, and re- 
turned and came to their house at Ramah. 
And Elkanah *knew Hannah his wife, and 
the LORD Yremembered her. 29So it came 
to pass in the process of time that Hannah 
conceived and bore a son, and called his 
name Samuel,* saying, “Because I have 
asked for him from the LORD.” 

21INow the man Elkanah and all his 
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house 2went up to offer to the LORD the 
yearly sacrifice and his vow. 22But Hannah 
did not go up, for she said to her husband, 
“Not until the child is weaned; then I will 
atake him, that he may appear before the 
LORD and »remain there ¢forever.” 

23So 4Elkanah her husband said to her, 
“Do what seems best to you; wait until you 
have weaned him. Only let the LORD estab- 
lish His* word.” Then the woman stayed 
and nursed her son until she had weaned 
him. 

24Now when she had weaned him, she 
etook him up with her, with three bulls,* 
one ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and 
brought him to ‘the house of the LORD in 
Shiloh. And the child was young. 25Then 
they slaughtered a bull, and ¢brought the 
child to Eli. 26And she said, “O my lord! "As 
your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman 
who stood by you here, praying to the 
LorD. 27iFor this child I prayed, and the 
LORD has granted me my petition which I 
asked of Him. 28Therefore I also have lent 
him to the LORD; as long as he lives he shall 
be lent to the LORD.” So they ‘worshiped the 
LORD there. 


Hannah’s Prayer 
2 And Hannah ¢prayed and said: 


b“My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
cMy horn* is exalted in the LORD. 


* 1:16 Literally daughter of Belial * 1:20 Literally 
Heard byGod_ * 1:23 Following Masoretic Text, 
Targum, and Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls, Septu- 
agint, and Syriacread your. *1:24 Dead Sea 
Scrolls, Septuagint, and Syriac read a three-year- 
old bull. *2:1 That is, strength 


out? Hannah surely both taught Samuel and prayed 
for him, but it was Samuel who said “yes” to the Lord 
and to the promise his mother had made. Every single 
relationship with the Lord is between that individual 
and the Lord. No one is a follower of God just because 
his parents are. But there is much that parents can do 
to encourage and teach their children about loving 
and serving the Lord, and a heartfelt enthusiastic 
example is the very best incentive that a parent can 
provide. no razor shall come upon his head. The 
Nazirite vow involved a designated period of time 
(usually a few weeks or months) during which there 
was a commitment to refrain completely from wine, 
from cutting the hair, and touching any dead body. 
Hannah promised that her son would be a Nazirite 
for life. 
1:17 Petition—The Lord went to great lengths to 
ensure that Scripture records all the instances in 
which God heard and answered prayer; unlike the 
gods of Israel's surrounding nations. In the contest on 
Mount Carmel, Elijah’s prayers were answered while 
the prayers of the prophets of Baal went nowhere 
(1 Kin. 18). The psalmist says “But certainly God has 
heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer 
(Ps. 66:19). 

Petitions are requests that we pray by faith (James 
1:6), in the name of Jesus (John 14:13). If we pray in 


this manner, we are assured that God hears us (1 John 
5:14-15). We should pray for cleansing (1 John 1:9), 
wisdom (James 1:5), spiritual leaders (Col. 4:3), sick 
believers James 5:14), rulers (1 Tim. 2:1—3), and even 
for our enemies (Matt. 5:44). 

1:22 until the child is weaned. Hebrew children 
were normally weaned when they were two or three 
years old. 

1:23 Do what seems best to you. According to law, 
Elkanah could have declared Hannah's vow a rash 
promise and prohibited her from fulfilling it (Num. 
30:10-15). When he told her to “do what seems best 
to you” he was validating her promise to God. 
2:1-10 Prayer—Hannah’s prayer is one of praise to 
God. We often think of prayer as supplication or inter- 
cession, but this is a prayer of rejoicing in the Lord, 
His salvation, His power to raise up and to shatter, 
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I smile at my enemies, 
Because I ¢rejoice in Your salvation. 


2 “Noe one is holy like the LORD, 
For there is fnone besides You, 
Nor is there any £rock like our God. 


3 “Talk no more so very proudly; 
hLet no arrogance come from your 
mouth, 
For the LorD is the God of ‘knowledge; 
And by Him actions are weighed. 


4 “Thei bows of the mighty men are 
broken, 
And those who stumbled are girded 
with strength. 
5 Those who were full have hired 
themselves out for bread, 
And the hungry have ceased to 
hunger. 
Even the barren has borne seven, 
And 'she who has many children has 
become feeble. 


“Them LorD kills and makes alive; 
He brings down to the grave and 
brings up. 
The LORD "makes poor and makes 
rich; 
oHe brings low and lifts up. 
PHe raises the poor from the dust 
And lifts the beggar from the ash 
heap, 
4To set them among princes 
And make them inherit the throne of 
glory. 


For the pillars of the earth are the 
LORD’s, 
And He has set the world upon them. 
9 sHe will guard the feet of His saints, 
But the ‘wicked shall be silent in 
darkness. 


a 


x 


oo 


“For by strength no man shall prevail. 
10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be 
ubroken in pieces; 
vFrom heaven He will thunder against 
them. 
wThe LORD will judge the ends of the 
earth. 


x“He will give »strength to His king, 
And Zexalt the horn of His anointed.” 


11Then Elkanah went to his house at Ra- 
mah. But the child ministered to the LORD 
before Eli the priest. 


The Wicked Sons of Eli 

12Now the sons of Eli were «corrupt;* 
bthey did not know the LorD. And the 
priests’ custom with the people was that 
when any man offered a sacrifice, the 
priest’s servant would come with a three- 
pronged fleshhook in his hand while the 
meat was boiling. 14Then he would thrust 
it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; 
and the priest would take for himself all 
that the fleshhook brought up. So they did 
in ¢Shiloh to all the Israelites who came 
there. Also, before they “burned the fat, 
the priest’s servant would come and say 
to the man who sacrificed, “Give meat for 
roasting to the priest, for he will not take 
boiled meat from you, but raw.” 

16And if the man said to him, “They 
should really burn the fat first; then you 
may take as much as your heart desires,” 
he would then answer him, “No, but you 
must give it now; and if not, I will take it 
by force.” 

17Therefore the sin of the young men 
was very great ¢before the LORD, for men 
fabhorred the offering of the LORD. 


Samuel's Childhood Ministry 

18sBut Samuel ministered before the 
LORD, even as a child, "wearing a linen 
ephod. !9Moreover his mother used to 
make him a little robe, and bring it to him 
year by year when she ‘came up with her 
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 29And 
Eli jwould bless Elkanah and his wife, and 
say, “The LORD give you descendants from 
this woman for the loan that was ’given to 
the LorD.” Then they would go to their own 
home. 

21And the LorD !visited Hannah, so that 
she conceived and bore three sons and two 
daughters. Meanwhile the child Samuel 
mgrew before the LORD. 


Prophecy Against Eli’s Household 
22Now Eli was very old; and he heard 
everything his sons did to all Israel,* and 
how they lay with "the women who assem- 
bled at the door of the tabernacle of meet- 
ing. 23So he said to them, “Why do you do 
such things? For I hear of your evil dealings 


* 2:12 Literally sons of Belial * 2:22 Following 
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Dead Sea 
Scrolls and Septuagint omit the rest of this verse. 


His justice, and His strength. To pray like this requires 
focusing on who God is, thoughtful recollection of 
His attributes, and thanksgiving for His work in our 
lives. 

2:13-15 take for himself. The priests’ rightful share 
of a sacrifice was the breast and the right thigh of the 
animal (Lev. 7:34). Eli's sons sinned by taking any part 
they wanted and demanding the meat immediately, 
before the fat consecrated to God had been burned 
on the altar. 
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from all the people. 24No, my sons! For it is 
not a good report that I hear. You make the 
LORD’s people transgress. 25If one man sins 
against another, °God will judge him. But 
if a man Psins against the LORD, who will 
intercede for him?” Nevertheless they did 
not heed the voice of their father, because 
the LORD desired to kill them. 

26And the child Samuel "grew in stature, 
and sin favor both with the LORD and men. 

27Then a ‘man of God came to Eli and 
said to him, “Thus says the LorD: “‘Did I not 
clearly reveal Myself to the house of your 
father when they were in Egypt in Phar- 
aoh’s house? 28Did I not vchoose him out of 
all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to 
offer upon My altar, to burn incense, and to 
wear an ephod before Me? And “did I not 
give to the house of your father all the offer- 
ings of the children of Israel made by fire? 
29Why do you *kick at My sacrifice and My 
offering which I have commanded in My 
ydwelling place, and honor your sons more 
than zMe, to make yourselves fat with the 
best of all the offerings of Israel My peo- 
ple?’ 30Therefore the LORD God of Israel 
says: “I said indeed that your house and 
the house of your father would walk before 
Me forever.’ But now the LORD says: >‘Far 
be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will 
honor, and ‘those who despise Me shall be 
lightly esteemed. 3!Behold, ¢the days are 
coming that I will cut off your arm and the 
arm of your father’s house, so that there 
will not be an old man in your house. 32And 
you will see an enemy in My dwelling place, 
despite all the good which God does for Is- 
rael. And there shall not be ean old man in 
your house forever. 33But any of your men 
whom I do not cut off from My altar shall 
consume your eyes and grieve your heart. 
And all the descendants of your house 
shall die in the flower of their age. 34Now 
this shall be fa sign to you that will come 
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upon your two sons, on Hophni and Phine- 
has: gin one day they shall die, both of them. 
35Then "I will raise up for Myself a faithful 
priest who shall do according to what is 
in My heart and in My mind. ‘I will build 
him a sure house, and he shall walk before 
iMy anointed forever. 36kAnd it shall come 
to pass that everyone who is left in your 
house will come and bow down to him for 
a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and 
say, “Please, put me in one of the priestly 
positions, that I may eat a piece of bread.”’” 


Samuel's First Prophecy 

Now “the boy Samuel ministered to the 

LORD before Eli. And the word of the 
LORD was rare in those days; there was 
no widespread revelation. 2And it came to 
pass at that time, while Eli was lying down 
in his place, and when his eyes had begun 
to grow so dim that he could not see, 3and 
before “the lamp of God went out in the tab- 
ernacle* of the LORD where the ark of God 
was, and while Samuel was lying down, 
4that the LORD called Samuel. And he an- 
swered, “Here I am!” 5So he ran to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 

And he said, “I did not call; lie down 
again.” And he went and lay down. 

6Then the LorD called yet again, “Sam- 
uel!” 

So Samuel arose and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” He 
answered, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” 7(Now Samuel edid not yet know 
the LORD, nor was the word of the LORD 
yet revealed to him.) 

8And the LORD called Samuel again the 
third time. So he arose and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you did call me.” 

Then Eli perceived that the LORD had 
called the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 


* 3:3 Hebrew heykal, palace or temple 


2:30 Godlessness—Whenever a priesthood or 
church or nation falls into apostasy, the people who 
should have been served suffer. Eli failed his people 
far more than his disgraceful sons did, because the 
Israelites trusted Eli's integrity and his discernment. 
He should have restrained his sons, and he did not. 
The price of disobedience is always high, and the spir- 
itual cost to a community that has lost trust in one 
whom they thought was close to God is greater than 
most people are willing to calculate. 

2:31-34 will not be an old man in your house. The 
judgment was partially fulfilled in the massacre of the 
priests of Nob (22:11-19), and was ultimately fulfilled 
when the priesthood was transferred to the family of 
Zadok in the time of Solomon (1 Kin. 2:26—27,35). 
2:35 faithful priest. This term refers to Zadok, who 
was faithful to God and to the line of David (1 Kin. 
1:7-8; 2:26-27,35). 

3:1-19 Listening for God’s Call—Samuel heard 
God's call in an audible voice. That experience is not a 
common one in the history of those who follow after 
God. While most of us get a sense of a call by some 


other means, Samuel's experience does help us to 
understand what our attitude and response should be. 
Samuel's attitude was one of readiness and eager 
response with a desire to listen. It is that attitude of 
listening that was foundational to Samuel's whole life 
and ministry. Throughout his life we see him listening 
to God’s word and following God's direction. He lis- 
tened for the general will of God and also had an ear 
for the more specific directions that God gave him. 
Sometimes he raised questions about why he was 
doing a particular thing, but the word from God was 
paramount. He listened for it and responded to it. 
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Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if 
He calls you, that you must say, f‘Speak, 
LORD, for Your servant hears.’” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 

10Now the LORD came and stood and 
called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

And Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your 
servant hears.” 

Then the LORD said to Samuel: “Be- 
hold, I will do something in Israel Sat which 
both ears of everyone who hears it will 
tingle. !2In that day I will perform against 
Eli “all that I have spoken concerning his 
house, from beginning to end. For I have 
told him that I will jjudge his house forever 
for the iniquity which he knows, because 
khis sons made themselves vile, and he !did 
not restrain them. 14And therefore I have 
sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity 
of Eli’s house “shall not be atoned for by 
sacrifice or offering forever.” 

15So Samuel lay down until morning,* 
and opened the doors of the house of the 
LorD. And Samuel was afraid to tell Eli the 
vision. !6Then Eli called Samuel and said, 
“Samuel, my son!” 

He answered, “Here I am.” 

17And he said, “What is the word that the 
LORD spoke to you? Please do not hide it 
from me. "God do so to you, and more also, 
if you hide anything from me of all the 
things that He said to you.” 18Then Samuel 
told him everything, and hid nothing from 
him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let Him 
do what seems good to Him.” 

19So Samuel Pgrew, and “the LORD was 
with him ‘and let none of his words fall to 
the ground. 29And all Israel sfrom Dan to 
Beersheba knew that Samuel had been es- 
tablished as a prophet of the LORD. 2!Then 
the LORD appeared again in Shiloh. For the 
LORD revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh 
by ‘the word of the LORD. 

And the word of Samuel came to all Is- 
rael.* 


The Ark of God Captured 

Now Israel went out to battle against 
the Philistines, and encamped beside 
4Ebenezer; and the Philistines encamped 


in Aphek. 2Then the >Philistines put them- 
selves in battle array against Israel. And 
when they joined battle, Israel was defeat- 
ed by the Philistines, who killed about four 
thousand men of the army in the field. 3And 
when the people had come into the camp, 
the elders of Israel said, “Why has the LORD 
defeated us today before the Philistines? 
cLet us bring the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD from Shiloh to us, that when it comes 
among us it may save us from the hand of 
our enemies.” 4So the people sent to Shiloh, 
that they might bring from there the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD of hosts, ¢who 
dwells between ¢the cherubim. And the 
ftwo sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 
there with the ark of the covenant of God. 

5And when the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted 
so loudly that the earth shook. "Now when 
the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, 
they said, “What does the sound of this great 
shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” 
Then they understood that the ark of the 
LORD had come into the camp. 7So the Phi- 
listines were afraid, for they said, “God has 
come into the camp!” And they said, “Woe 
to us! For such a thing has never happened 
before. 8Woe to us! Who will deliver us from 
the hand of these mighty gods? These are 
the gods who struck the Egyptians with all 
the plagues in the wilderness. 9"Be strong 
and conduct yourselves like men, you Phi- 
listines, that you do not become servants 
of the Hebrews, ‘as they have been to you. 
Conduct yourselves like men, and fight!” 

10So the Philistines fought, and ‘Israel 
was defeated, and every man fled to his 
tent. There was a very great slaughter, and 
there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot sol- 
diers. UAlso the ark of God was captured; 
and 'the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phine- 
has, died. 


* 3:15 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint adds and he arose in the 
morning. *4:1 Following Masoretic Text and 
Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate add And it came 
to pass in those days that the Philistines gathered 
themselves together to fight; Septuagint adds 
further against Israel. 


3:14 shall not be atoned for. Eli and his sons were 
guilty of presumptuous sin (Num. 15:30—31). For such 
sin, there was no atoning sacrifice. 

3:20 from Dan to Beersheba. This expression 
denotes the whole territory of Israel, from its most 
northern point to its most southern (Judg. 20:1). 

4:1 the Philistines. Abraham and Isaac had contact 
with the Philistines as early as the twentieth century 
B.c. With their aggressive invasions and fortress cities, 
the Philistines established strong political and mili- 
tary control of the southern coastal plain of Palestine. 
They had iron weapons, and were a significant threat 
to the Israelites. 

4:4 who dwells between the cherubim. Cherubim 
are angels generally regarded as guardians of God's 
holiness (Gen. 3:24; Ps. 80:1; Ezek. 10:9). 

4:6-7 the ark of the Lorp had come into the 


camp... the Philistines were afraid. Apparently the 
Philistines viewed the ark as some sort of idol. 

4:11 the ark of God was captured. The loss of the 
ark, symbolic of God’s presence among His people, 
was a great tragedy for Israel—even worse than 
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Death of Eli 


12Then a man of Benjamin ran from 
the battle line the same day, and "came 
to Shiloh with his clothes torn and "dirt 
on his head. !3Now when he came, there 
was Eli, sitting on °a seat by the wayside 
watching,* for his heart trembled for the 
ark of God. And when the man came into 
the city and told it, all the city cried out. 
14When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, 
he said, “What does the sound of this tu- 
mult mean?” And the man came quickly 
and told Eli. 5Eli was ninety-eight years 
old, and Phis eyes were so dim that he could 
not see. 

16Then the man said to Eli, “I am he who 
came from the battle. And I fled today from 
the battle line.” 

And he said, “What happened, my 
son?” 

17So the messenger answered and said, 
“Israel has fled before the Philistines, and 
there has been a great slaughter among the 
people. Also your two sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God has 
been captured.” 

18Then it happened, when he made men- 
tion of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the 
seat backward by the side of the gate; and 
his neck was broken and he died, for the 
man was old and heavy. And he had judged 
Israel forty years. 


Ichabod 


19Now his daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ 
wife, was with child, due to be delivered; 
and when she heard the news that the ark 
of God was captured, and that her father- 
in-law and her husband were dead, she 
bowed herself and gave birth, for her la- 
bor pains came upon her. 29And about the 
time of her death 'the women who stood 
by her said to her, “Do not fear, for you 
have borne a son.” But she did not answer, 
nor did she regard it. 21Then she named 
the child sIchabod,* saying, t“The glory 
has departed from Israel!” because the ark 
of God had been captured and because of 
her father-in-law and her husband. 22And 
she said, “The glory has departed from 
Israel, for the ark of God has been cap- 
tured.” 
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The Philistines and the Ark 

Then the Philistines took the ark of 

God and brought it “from Ebenezer to 
Ashdod. 2When the Philistines took the 
ark of God, they brought it into the house 
of >Dagon* and set it by Dagon. 3And 
when the people of Ashdod arose early 
in the morning, there was Dagon, ¢fallen 
on its face to the earth before the ark of 
the LorRD. So they took Dagon and ¢set it 
in its place again. 4And when they arose 
early the next morning, there was Dagon, 
fallen on its face to the ground before the 
ark of the LORD. ¢The head of Dagon and 
both the palms of its hands were broken 
off on the threshold; only Dagon’s torso* 
was left of it. 5Therefore neither the priests 
of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon’s 
house ftread on the threshold of Dagon in 
Ashdod to this day. 

6But the hand of the LORD was heavy 
on the people of Ashdod, and He "ravaged 
them and struck them with ‘tumors,* both 
Ashdod and its ‘territory. 7And when the 
men of Ashdod saw how it was, they said, 
“The ark of the 8God of Israel must not re- 
main with us, for His hand is harsh toward 
us and Dagon our god.” 8Therefore they 
sent and gathered to themselves all the 
Nords of the Philistines, and said, “What 
shall we do with the ark of the God of Is- 
rael?” 

And they answered, “Let the ark of the 
God of Israel be carried away to ™Gath.” 
So they carried the ark of the God of Is- 
rael away. 9So it was, after they had car- 
ried it away, that "the hand of the LORD was 
against the city with a very great destruc- 
tion; and He struck the men of the city, both 
small and great, and tumors broke out on 
them. 

10Therefore they sent the ark of God to 
Ekron. So it was, as the ark of God came to 
Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, 
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* 4:13 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Sep- 
tuagint reads beside the gate watching the road. 

* 4:21 Literally Inglorious *5:2 A Philistine idol 
*5:4 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads Dagon. *5:6 Prob- 
ably bubonic plague. Septuagint and Vulgate add 
here And in the midst of their land rats sprang up, 
and there was a great death panic in the city. 


the loss of life. The ark probably never returned to 
Shiloh. 

4:21 Ichabod. The name Ichabod, meaning “no 
glory,” reflected Israel's circumstances. The loss of the 
ark meant the absence of God's glory in Israel. 

5:2 Dagon. This god appears to be a Philistine adap- 
tation of the Canaanite god Baal. Philistia was in an 
important grain producing area, and the worship of 
Dagon was thought to ensure a good crop. 

5:6-7 Idolatry—The residents of Ashdod made one 
fatal mistake. They tried to place a false god along- 
side the true God. These ancient Philistines are not 
the only ones who have tried this sort of idolatry. Peo- 
ple are quick to recognize that there is “something” 


about the living God, and they want Him. But they 
want to have God with qualifiers—“God and my 
career track,” “God and my dedication to entertain- 
ment,” “God and my secret sin,” “God and my own 
way.” But God will not share the throne of any man’s 
heart. It has to be God, and God alone. 
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“They have brought the ark of the God of 
Israel to us, to kill us and our people!” !!So 
they sent and gathered together all the 
lords of the Philistines, and said, “Send 
away the ark of the God of Israel, and let 
it go back to its own place, so that it does 
not kill us and our people.” For there was a 
deadly destruction throughout all the city; 
the hand of God was very heavy there. 
12And the men who did not die were strick- 
en with the tumors, and the °cry of the city 
went up to heaven. 


The Ark Returned to Israel 

Now the ark of the LORD was in the 

country of the Philistines seven months. 
2And the Philistines «called for the priests 
and the diviners, saying, “What shall we 
do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us how 
we should send it to its place.” 

3So they said, “If you send away the ark 
of the God of Israel, do not send it empty; 
but by all means return it to Him with ca 
trespass offering. Then you will be healed, 
and it will be known to you why His hand 
is not removed from you.” 

4Then they said, “What is the trespass 
offering which we shall return to Him?” 

They answered, ¢“Five golden tumors 
and five golden rats, according to the num- 
ber of the lords of the Philistines. For the 
same plague was on all of you and on your 
lords. 5Therefore you shall make images of 
your tumors and images of your rats that 
eravage the land, and you shall fgive glory 
to the God of Israel; perhaps He will £light- 
en His hand from you, from "your gods, 
and from your land. *Why then do you 
harden your hearts ‘as the Egyptians and 
Pharaoh hardened their hearts? When He 
did mighty things among them, ‘did they 
not let the people go, that they might de- 
part? 7Now therefore, make a new cart, 
take two milk cows 'which have never been 
yoked, and hitch the cows to the cart; and 
take their calves home, away from them. 
8Then take the ark of the LORD and set it 
on the cart; and put the articles of gold 
which you are returning to Him as a tres- 
pass offering in a chest by its side. Then 
send it away, and let it go. And watch: if 
it goes up the road to its own territory, to 
"Beth Shemesh, then He has done us this 


great evil. But if not, then °we shall know 
that it is not His hand that struck us—it 
happened to us by chance.” 

10Then the men did so; they took two 
milk cows and hitched them to the cart, 
and shut up their calves at home. 'And 
they set the ark of the LORD on the cart, 
and the chest with the gold rats and the im- 
ages of their tumors. !2Then the cows head- 
ed straight for the road to Beth Shemesh, 
and went along the Phighway, lowing as 
they went, and did not turn aside to the 
right hand or the left. And the lords of the 
Philistines went after them to the border of 
Beth Shemesh. 

13Now the people of Beth Shemesh were 
reaping their ;wheat harvest in the valley; 
and they lifted their eyes and saw the ark, 
and rejoiced to see it. 4Then the cart came 
into the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, 
and stood there; a large stone was there. 
So they split the wood of the cart and of- 
fered the cows as a burnt offering to the 
LORD. 15The Levites took down the ark of 
the LoRD and the chest that was with it, 
in which were the articles of gold, and put 
them on the large stone. Then the men of 
Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and 
made sacrifices the same day to the LORD. 
16So when ‘the five lords of the Philistines 
had seen it, they returned to Ekron the 
same day. 

l7sThese are the golden tumors which 
the Philistines returned as a trespass of- 
fering to the LORD: one for Ashdod, one for 
Gaza, one for Ashkelon, one for ‘Gath, one 
for Ekron; !8and the golden rats, according 
to the number of all the cities of the Phi- 
listines belonging to the five lords, both 
fortified cities and country villages, even 
as far as the large stone of Abel on which 
they set the ark of the LORD, which stone 
remains to this day in the field of Joshua of 
Beth Shemesh. 

19Then “He struck the men of Beth 
Shemesh, because they had looked into 
the ark of the LORD. He struck fifty thou- 
sand and seventy men* of the people, and 
the people lamented because the LORD had 
struck the people with a great slaughter. 


*6:19 Or He struck seventy men of the people and 
fifty oxen of aman 


6:8 send it away, and let it go. This seemed like a 
good test to the Philistines. The natural inclination of 
the cows would be to return home to their calves. If 
the cows went against their normal instincts, it would 
show that God was causing them to walk away from 
their calves. 

6:14 offered the cows as a burnt offering. The law 
required that sacrifices be offered only at the central 
sanctuary (Deut. 12:4-14). Apparently the people felt 
that special circumstances required an immediate 
offering of thanksgiving. 

6:19 Presumption—The Israelites who looked 
into the ark were glad to have it back. Perhaps they 
thought that the Philistines had looked inside it, and 


certainly they had more right than the Philistines to 
gaze upon the holy objects contained in the ark. Their 
reasons may have seemed good at the moment, but 
they were ignoring God’s specific commands and 
treating His holiness as unimportant. In the same way 
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The Ark at Kirjath Jearim 

20And the men of Beth Shemesh said, 
w“Who is able to stand before this holy 
LORD God? And to whom shall it go up from 
us?” 21So they sent messengers to the in- 
habitants of xKirjath Jearim, saying, “The 
Philistines have brought back the ark of the 
LORD; come down and take it up with you.” 

Then the men of ¢Kirjath Jearim came 

and took the ark of the LORD, and 
brought it into the house of »Abinadab on 
the hill, and ‘consecrated Eleazar his son 
to keep the ark of the LORD. 


Samuel Judges Israel 

2So it was that the ark remained in Kir- 
jath Jearim a long time; it was there twenty 
years. And all the house of Israel lamented 
after the LORD. 

3Then Samuel spoke to all the house of 
Israel, saying, “If you 4return to the LORD 
with all your hearts, then eput away the 
foreign gods and the fAshtoreths* from 
among you, and prepare your hearts for 
the LORD, and "serve Him only; and He 
will deliver you from the hand of the Philis- 
tines.” 4So the children of Israel put away 
the ‘Baals and the Ashtoreths,* and served 
the LORD only. 

5And Samuel said, i“Gather all Israel to 
Mizpah, and &I will pray to the LORD for 
you.” 6So they gathered together at Miz- 
pah, 'drew water, and poured it out before 
the LorpD. And they “fasted that day, and 
said there, "“We have sinned against the 
LORD.” And Samuel judged the children of 
Israel at Mizpah. 

7Now when the Philistines heard that 
the children of Israel had gathered together 
at Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went 
up against Israel. And when the children 
of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the 
Philistines. 8So the children of Israel said 
to Samuel, °“Do not cease to cry out to the 
LORD our God for us, that He may save us 
from the hand of the Philistines.” 

SAnd Samuel took a Psuckling lamb and 
offered it as a whole burnt offering to the 
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LORD. Then ¢Samuel cried out to the LORD 
for Israel, and the LORD answered him. 
10Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering, the Philistines drew near to bat- 
tle against Israel. "But the LORD thundered 
with a loud thunder upon the Philistines 
that day, and so confused them that they 
were overcome before Israel. UAnd the 
men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pur- 
sued the Philistines, and drove them back 
as far as below Beth Car. !12Then Samuel 
stook a stone and set it up between Mizpah 
and Shen, and called its name Ebenezer,* 
saying, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.” 

13tSo the Philistines were subdued, and 
they “did not come anymore into the ter- 
ritory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD 
was against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel. Then the cities which the Philis- 
tines had taken from Israel were restored 
to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; and Israel re- 
covered its territory from the hands of the 
Philistines. Also there was peace between 
Israel and the Amorites. 

15And Samuel "judged Israel all the days 
of his life. 16He went from year to year ona 
circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, and 
judged Israel in all those places. !7But “he 
always returned to Ramah, for his home 
was there. There he judged Israel, and 
there he built an altar to the LORD. 


Israel Demands a King 

Now it came to pass when Samuel was 

aold that he made his ¢sons judges over 
Israel. 2The name of his firstborn was Joel, 
and the name of his second, Abijah; they 
were judges in Beersheba. 3But his sons 
ddid not walk in his ways; they turned 
aside eafter dishonest gain, ftook bribes, 
and perverted justice. 

4Then all the elders of Israel gathered to- 

gether and came to Samuel at Ramah, Sand 
said to him, “Look, you are old, and your 
sons do not walk in your ways. Now make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 


*7:3 Canaanite goddesses *7:4 Canaanite god- 
desses *7:12 Literally Stone of Help 


today, we can end up trivializing who God is. We can 
speak frivolously of the things of God, calling Him 
the “Man upstairs,” or being “Sunday Christians.” We 
can presume on our relationship with God without 
remembering what it cost Jesus to obtain it for us. 
7:2. twenty years. It was probably twenty years 
before Samuel called the assembly at Mizpah (v. 
5). The ark remained at Kirjath Jearim until David 
brought it to Jerusalem in the first year of his reign 
over all Israel. 

7:6 poured it out. The pouring of water was symbolic 
of repentance (Lam. 2:19). 

7:12 Ebenezer. The name Ebenezer means “stone 
of help.” Samuel followed Joshua's practice of com- 
memorating the victories of God for His people with 
stone markers. Some old gospel hymns refer to an 
“Ebenezer,” meaning a particular notation of some- 
thing special God has done. 


7:14 Amorites. This name may refer to the original 
inhabitants of Canaan (Gen. 15:16). 

7:17 Ramah. Samuel was back in the town where he 
was born. 

8:5 make us a king. The reasons given for wanting 
a king were Samuel's age and his sons’ unreliability. 
This is a sad commentary on Samuel's failure to raise 
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6But the thing "displeased Samuel when 
they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” So 
Samuel ‘prayed to the LORD. 7And the LORD 
said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of the peo- 
ple in all that they say to you; for ‘they have 
not rejected you, but *they have rejected 
Me, that I should not reign over them. 8Ac- 
cording to all the works which they have 
done since the day that I brought them up 
out of Egypt, even to this day—with which 
they have forsaken Me and served other 
gods—so they are doing to you also. INow 
therefore, heed their voice. However, you 
shall solemnly forewarn them, and ‘show 
them the behavior of the king who will 
reign over them.” 

10So Samuel told all the words of the 
LORD to the people who asked him for a 
king. "And he said, ™“This will be the 
behavior of the king who will reign over 
you: He will take your "sons and appoint 
them for his own °chariots and to be his 
horsemen, and some will run before his 
chariots. !2He will Pappoint captains over 
his thousands and captains over his fifties, 
will set some to plow his ground and reap 
his harvest, and some to make his weapons 
of war and equipment for his chariots. 13He 
will take your daughters to be perfumers, 
cooks, and bakers. 14And the will take the 
best of your fields, your vineyards, and 
your olive groves, and give them to his ser- 
vants. 145He will take a tenth of your grain 
and your vintage, and give it to his officers 
and servants. !16And he will take your male 
servants, your female servants, your finest 
young men,* and your donkeys, and put 
them to his work. !7He will take a tenth of 
your sheep. And you will be his servants. 
18And you will cry out in that day because 
of your king whom you have chosen for 
yourselves, and the LORD 'will not hear 
you in that day.” 

19Nevertheless the people srefused to 
obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, 
“No, but we will have a king over us, 2°that 
we also may be ‘like all the nations, and 
that our king may judge us and go out be- 
fore us and fight our battles.” 

21And Samuel heard all the words of 
the people, and he repeated them in the 
hearing of the LORD. 22So the LORD said to 


Samuel, “Heed their voice, and make them 
a king.” 

And Samuel said to the men of Israel, 
“Every man go to his city.” 


Saul Chosen to Be King 

There was a man of Benjamin whose 

name was “Kish the son of Abiel, the 
son of Zeror, the son of Bechorath, the son 
of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man of 
power. 2And he had a choice and handsome 
son whose name was Saul. There was not a 
more handsome person than he among the 
children of Israel. >From his shoulders up- 
ward he was taller than any of the people. 

3Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, 
were lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, 
“Please take one of the servants with you, 
and arise, go and look for the donkeys.” 
4So he passed through the mountains of 
Ephraim and through the land of ¢Sha- 
lisha, but they did not find them. Then 
they passed through the land of Shaalim, 
and they were not there. Then he passed 
through the land of the Benjamites, but 
they did not find them. 

5When they had come to the land of 
4Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was 
with him, “Come, let cus return, lest my fa- 
ther cease caring about the donkeys and 
become worried about us.” 

6And he said to him, “Look now, there is 
in this city fa man of God, and he is an hon- 
orable man; 2all that he says surely comes 
to pass. So let us go there; perhaps he can 
show us the way that we should go.” 

7Then Saul said to his servant, “But look, 
if we go, "what shall we bring the man? For 
the bread in our vessels is all gone, and 
there is no present to bring to the man of 
God. What do we have?” 

8And the servant answered Saul again 
and said, “Look, I have here at hand one- 
fourth of a shekel of silver. I will give that 
to the man of God, to tell us our way.” 
9(Formerly in Israel, when a man iwent to 
inquire of God, he spoke thus: “Come, let us 
go to the seer”; for he who is now called a 
prophet was formerly called ja seer.) 

10Then Saul said to his servant, “Well 


*8:16 Septuagint reads cattle. 


his sons to honor and obey the Lord, particularly con- 
sidering the example of Eli's sons. But this was not 
really a reason to ask for a king. The Israelite judges 
had always been appointed by God, rather than gain- 
ing their position by inheritance. There was no reason 
to think that God would not appoint someone to suc- 
ceed Samuel. 

8:7 they have rejected Me. This actually fulfilled 
the prophecy in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. God knew 
long ago that the Israelites would chose to be like the 
other nations and have a king, instead of being ruled 
more directly by God through judges. He warned 
them of the pitfalls of having a king, and set out some 
guidelines for the kings to follow. 


8:20 and fight our battles. The Israelites were look- 
ing for human leadership on the battlefield, instead 
of recognizing that God would lead them in battle, 
and win (Ex. 15:3; Judg. 7). 
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said; come, let us go.” So they went to the 
city where the man of God was. 

llAs they went up the hill to the city, 
kthey met some young women going out to 
draw water, and said to them, “Is the seer 
here?” 

12And they answered them and said, 
“Yes, there he is, just ahead of you. Hurry 
now; for today he came to this city, because 
'there is a sacrifice of the people today "on 
the high place. !3As soon as you come into 
the city, you will surely find him before 
he goes up to the high place to eat. For the 
people will not eat until he comes, because 
he must bless the sacrifice; afterward those 
who are invited will eat. Now therefore, go 
up, for about this time you will find him.” 
14So they went up to the city. As they were 
coming into the city, there was Samuel, 
coming out toward them on his way up to 
the high place. 

1snNow the LORD had told Samuel in 
his ear the day before Saul came, saying, 
16“Tomorrow about this time °I will send 
you a man from the land of Benjamin, pand 
you shall anoint him commander over My 
people Israel, that he may save My people 
from the hand of the Philistines; for I have 
alooked upon My people, because their cry 
has come to Me.” 

17S0 when Samuel saw Saul, the LORD 
said to him, “There he is, the man of whom 
Ispoke to you. This one shall reign over My 
people.” 18Then Saul drew near to Samuel 
in the gate, and said, “Please tell me, where 
is the seer’s house?” 

19Samuel answered Saul and said, “I 
am the seer. Go up before me to the high 
place, for you shall eat with me today; and 
tomorrow I will let you go and will tell you 
all that is in your heart. 29But as for syour 
donkeys that were lost three days ago, do 
not be anxious about them, for they have 
been found. And on whom ‘is all the desire 
of Israel? Is it not on you and on all your 
father’s house?” 

21And Saul answered and said, ““Am 
I not a Benjamite, of the vsmallest of the 
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tribes of Israel, and “my family the least of 
all the families of the tribe* of Benjamin? 
Why then do you speak like this to me?” 
22Now Samuel took Saul and his servant 
and brought them into the hall, and had 
them sit in the place of honor among those 
who were invited; there were about thirty 
persons. 23And Samuel said to the cook, 
“Bring the portion which I gave you, of 
which I said to you, ‘Set it apart.’” 24So the 
cook took up *the thigh with its upper part 
and set it before Saul. And Samuel said, 
“Here it is, what was kept back. It was set 
apart for you. Eat; for until this time it has 
been kept for you, since I said I invited the 
people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 
25When they had come down from the 
high place into the city, Samuel spoke with 
Saul on Ythe top of the house.* 26They arose 
early; and it was about the dawning of the 
day that Samuel called to Saul on the top of 
the house, saying, “Get up, that I may send 
you on your way.” And Saul arose, and 
both of them went outside, he and Samuel. 


Saul Anointed King 
27As they were going down to the out- 
skirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell 
the servant to go on ahead of us.” And he 
went on. “But you stand here awhile, that 
I may announce to you the word of God.” 
1 Then “Samuel took a flask of oil and 
poured it on his head, »and kissed 
him and said: “Is it not because cthe LORD 
has anointed you commander over 4His in- 
heritance?* 2When you have departed from 


*9:21 Literally tribes *9:25 Following Masoretic 
Text and Targum; Septuagint omits He spoke 
with Saul on the top of the house; Septuagint and 
Vulgate add And he prepared a bed for Saul on the 
top of the house, and he slept. *10:1 Following 
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint 
reads His people Israel; and you shall rule the 
people of the Lord; Septuagint and Vulgate add 
And you shall deliver His people from the hands 
of their enemies all around them. And this shall 
be a sign to you, that God has anointed you to be 
a prince. 


9:12 the high place. A hill that was used for worship 
was called “a high place.” The Canaanites were known 
for building their places for worship on hills, and the 
Israelites apparently used similar sites for worship 
after the ark was taken from the tabernacle at Shiloh. 
They believed that the presence of the Lord had de- 
parted from the tabernacle, and it was apparently at 
that point that Shiloh ceased to be a gathering center 
for the nation. 

9:20 Providence—God, in His providence, is direct- 
ing our lives according to His plan and purpose. Hunt- 
ing for livestock or having a vehicle break down are 
normal nuisances, something we can handle, but 
seldom think about as being the providence of God. 
Yet if we realize that God has His hand on all of our 
circumstances, everything that changes our plans 
puts us into a position to meet, pray for, help, or wit- 
ness to someone else who would not normally come 
our way. 


9:21 the smallest of the tribes. Benjamin was the 
second smallest tribe at the first census following the 
Exodus (Num. 1:36-37). The tribe was reduced to six 
hundred fighting men during the punishment of Ben- 
jamin for the atrocity at Gibeah Judg. 19-20). 

9:24 the thigh. Giving Saul the thigh was intended to 
honor him in the presence of the other guests. 

10:1 the Lorp has anointed you. The anointing of a 
ruler was a religious act. That is why David had such 
high regard for Saul, refusing to lift a hand against 
“the LorD's anointed.” His inheritance. The land of 
srael was God's gift to His people, but it would return 
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me today, you will find two men by @Ra- 
chel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin fat 
Zelzah; and they will say to you, ‘The don- 
keys which you went to look for have been 
found. And now your father has ceased 
caring about the donkeys and is worrying 
about £you, saying, “What shall I do about 
my son?”’ 3Then you shall go on forward 
from there and come to the terebinth tree 
of Tabor. There three men going up "to God 
at Bethel will meet you, one carrying three 
young goats, another carrying three loaves 
of bread, and another carrying a skin of 
wine. 4And they will greet you and give 
you two loaves of bread, which you shall 
receive from their hands. 5After that you 
shall come to the hill of God ‘where the 
Philistine garrison is. And it will happen, 
when you have come there to the city, that 
you will meet a group of prophets coming 
down from the high place with a stringed 
instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a 
harp before them; “and they will be proph- 
esying. Then 'the Spirit of the LORD will 
come upon you, and ™you will prophesy 
with them and be turned into another man. 
7And let it be, when these "signs come to 
you, that you do as the occasion demands; 
for °God is with you. You shall go down 
before me Pto Gilgal; and surely I will come 
down to you to offer burnt offerings and 
make sacrifices of peace offerings. “Seven 
days you shall wait, till I come to you and 
show you what you should do.” 

9So it was, when he had turned his back 
to go from Samuel, that God gave him an- 
other heart; and all those signs came to 
pass that day. 1!°"When they came there 
to the hill, there was sa group of prophets 
to meet him; then the Spirit of God came 
upon him, and he prophesied among them. 
llAnd it happened, when all who knew 
him formerly saw that he indeed prophe- 
sied among the prophets, that the people 
said to one another, “What is this that has 


come upon the son of Kish? ‘Js Saul also 
among the prophets?” !2Then a man from 
there answered and said, “But “who is their 
father?” Therefore it became a proverb: 
“Is Saul also among the prophets?” And 
when he had finished prophesying, he 
went to the high place. 

4Then Saul’s vuncle said to him and his 
servant, “Where did you go?” 

So he said, “To look for the donkeys. 
When we saw that they were nowhere to 
be found, we went to Samuel.” 

15And Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me, please, 
what Samuel said to you.” 

16So Saul said to his uncle, “He told us 
plainly that the donkeys had been “found.” 
But about the matter of the kingdom, he did 
not tell him what Samuel had said. 


Saul Proclaimed King 

17Then Samuel called the people togeth- 
er xto the LORD vat Mizpah, !8and said to 
the children of Israel, 2“Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: ‘I brought up Israel out of 
Egypt, and delivered you from the hand 
of the Egyptians and from the hand of all 
kingdoms and from those who oppressed 
you.’ 19¢But you have today rejected your 
God, who Himself saved you from all your 
adversities and your tribulations; and you 
have said to Him, ‘No, set a king over us!’ 
Now therefore, present yourselves before 
the LorRD by your tribes and by your clans.”* 

20And when Samuel had caused all 
the tribes of Israel to come near, the tribe 
of Benjamin was chosen. 2!When he had 
caused the tribe of Benjamin to come near 
by their families, the family of Matri was 
chosen. And Saul the son of Kish was cho- 
sen. But when they sought him, he could not 
be found. 22Therefore they ‘inquired of the 
Lorp further, “Has the man come here yet?” 


*10:19 Literally thousands 


to God's direct control if the people did not manage it 
according to God’s laws (Deut. 27-30). 

10:4 two loaves of bread. The bread that the strang- 
ers would offer to Saul would have been bread pre- 
pared for use in the worship of God. Giving the bread 
to Saul was a sacred act, as well as a sign for Saul. 
10:9 God gave him another heart. God's Spirit pre- 
pared Saul for the kingship. It probably was not spir- 
itual regeneration in the way it is understood in New 
Testament times. Saul wanted to worship God, but he 
continually struggled with wanting to do things his 
own way. 

10:19 Unfaithfulness—This was not the first time 
that the Israelites had been unfaithful. Sometimes 
they could see what God was doing and respond with 
thanksgiving, and sometimes they seemed to forget 
everything about Him and go headlong into the very 
sins He had warned them would bring nothing but 
disaster. Believers today have the incredible gift of 
the Holy Spirit to direct them and remind them of the 
ways of God. It is hard to imagine what it would be like 
to follow God without the help of the Holy Spirit, the 


comforter, the helper John 14:25-26). It is important 
to remember that for humanity, unfaithfulness is our 
middle name, and to thank God for His mercy and 
grace which provided a way for us to belong to Him. 
10:20 was chosen. Even though Samuel already 
knew that Saul was to be the king, the designation 
of Saul as Israel's first monarch was made by casting 
ots. The lots were cast like dice, and God's will was 
determined by asking yes and no questions. They 
believed that God controlled all events, including the 
ots when they were used to seek God. 
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And the LoRD answered, “There he is, 
hidden among the equipment.” 

23So they ran and brought him from 
there; and when he stood among the peo- 
ple, “he was taller than any of the people 
from his shoulders upward. 24And Samu- 
el said to all the people, “Do you see him 
ewhom the LorRD has chosen, that there is 
no one like him among all the people?” 

So all the people shouted and said, 
f*Long live the king!” 

25Then Samuel explained to the people 
sthe behavior of royalty, and wrote it in a 
book and laid it up before the LORD. And 
Samuel sent all the people away, every man 
to his house. 26And Saul also went home 
hto Gibeah; and valiant men went with him, 
whose hearts God had touched. 27’But some 
jrebels said, “How can this man save us?” 
So they despised him, “and brought him no 
presents. But he held his peace. 


Saul Saves Jabesh Gilead 
1 Then ¢Nahash the Ammonite came 
up and encamped against »Jabesh 

Gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said to 
Nahash, c“Make a covenant with us, and 
we will serve you.” 

2And Nahash the Ammonite answered 
them, “On this condition I will make a cov- 
enant with you, that I may put out all your 
right eyes, and bring ¢reproach on all Is- 
rael.” 

3Then the elders of Jabesh said to him, 
“Hold off for seven days, that we may send 
messengers to all the territory of Israel. 
And then, if there is no one to save us, we 
will come out to you.” 

4So the messengers came ¢to Gibeah of 
Saul and told the news in the hearing of the 
people. And fall the people lifted up their 
voices and wept. 5Now there was Saul, 
coming behind the herd from the field; and 
Saul said, “What troubles the people, that 
they weep?” And they told him the words of 
the men of Jabesh. 6¢Then the Spirit of God 
came upon Saul when he heard this news, 
and his anger was greatly aroused. 7So he 
took a yoke of oxen and "cut them in piec- 
es, and sent them throughout all the terri- 
tory of Israel by the hands of messengers, 
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saying, “Whoever does not go out with 
Saul and Samuel to battle, so it shall be 
done to his oxen.” 

And the fear of the LorD fell on the peo- 
ple, and they came out with one consent. 
8When he numbered them in ‘Bezek, the 
children of Israel were three hundred 
thousand, and the men of Judah thirty 
thousand. 9And they said to the messen- 
gers who came, “Thus you shall say to the 
men of Jabesh Gilead: ‘Tomorrow, by the 
time the sun is hot, you shall have help.’” 
Then the messengers came and report- 
ed it to the men of Jabesh, and they were 
glad. Therefore the men of Jabesh said, 
“Tomorrow we will come out to you, and 
you may do with us whatever seems good 
to you.” 

So it was, on the next day, that ‘Saul 
put the people “in three companies; and 
they came into the midst of the camp in 
the morning watch, and killed Ammonites 
until the heat of the day. And it happened 
that those who survived were scattered, so 
that no two of them were left together. 

12Then the people said to Samuel, "*Who 
is he who said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ 
oBring the men, that we may put them to 
death.” 

13But Saul said, »“Not a man shall be put 
to death this day, for today 2the LORD has 
accomplished salvation in Israel.” 

14Then Samuel said to the people, 
“Come, let us go "to Gilgal and renew the 
kingdom there.” 15So all the people went 
to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king 
sbefore the LORD in Gilgal. ‘There they 
made sacrifices of peace offerings before 
the LORD, and there Saul and all the men 
of Israel rejoiced greatly. 


Samuel’s Address at Saul’s 
Coronation 
1 2 Now Samuel said to all Israel: “Indeed 
I have heeded “your voice in all that 
you said to me, and “have made a king over 
you. 2And now here is the king, «walking 
before you; ¢and I am old and grayhead- 
ed, and look, my sons are with you. I have 
walked before you from my childhood to 
this day. 3Here I am. Witness against me 


10:24 whom the Lorp has chosen. Long ago, before 
they crossed the Jordan, the Lord had told Moses that 
the Israelites would want a king. At that time the Lord 
laid out guidelines for the king, and one of them was 
that the king must be an Israelite chosen by the Lord 
(Deut. 17:14-20). 

11:1 Ammonite. The Ammonites, who were descen- 
dants of Lot, occupied the fringes of the desert east of 
the territories of Gad and Manasseh. 

11:5 from the field. Saul had been appointed king, 
but he did not assume governmental authority at 
once. He continued farming until he could answer 
Israel’s expectations of him by delivering them from 
their enemies. This pattern was more in the style of 
the judges of Israel. 


11:11 morning watch. The Israelites divided the 
night into three watches: nine to twelve, twelve to 
three, and three to six in the morning. 
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before the LORD and before ¢His anointed: 
fWhose ox have I taken, or whose donkey 
have I taken, or whom have I cheated? 
Whom have I oppressed, or from whose 
hand have I received any bribe with which 
to "blind my eyes? I will restore it to you.” 

4And they said, ‘“You have not cheated 
us or oppressed us, nor have you taken 
anything from any man’s hand.” 

5Then he said to them, “The LORD is 
witness against you, and His anointed is 
witness this day, that you have not found 
anything *in my hand.” 

And they answered, “He is witness.” 

6Then Samuel said to the people, '“It is 
the LORD who raised up Moses and Aaron, 
and who brought your fathers up from the 
land of Egypt. 7Now therefore, stand still, 
that I may “reason with you before the 
LORD concerning all the "righteous acts of 
the LORD which He did to you and your fa- 
thers: 8° When Jacob had gone into Egypt,* 
and your fathers »cried out to the LORD, 
then the LORD ¢sent Moses and Aaron, 
who brought your fathers out of Egypt and 
made them dwell in this place. 9And when 
they "forgot the LORD their God, He sold 
them into the hand of sSisera, commander 
of the army of Hazor, into the hand of the 
tPhilistines, and into the hand of the king 
of “Moab; and they fought against them. 
10Then they cried out to the LORD, and 
said, v’'We have sinned, because we have 
forsaken the LORD wand served the Baals 
and Ashtoreths;* but now deliver us from 
the hand of our enemies, and we will serve 
You.’ And the LORD sent Jerubbaal,* Be- 
dan,* xJephthah, and ySamuel,* and deliv- 
ered you out of the hand of your enemies on 
every side; and you dwelt in safety. 12And 
when you saw that zNahash king of the 
Ammonites came against you, “you said 
to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ 
when >the LORD your God was your king. 

13“Now therefore, ‘here is the king 
dwhom you have chosen and whom you 
have desired. And take note, ¢the LORD has 
set a king over you. If you ffear the LORD 


and serve Him and obey His voice, and 
do not rebel against the commandment of 
the LorD, then both you and the king who 
reigns over you will continue following 
the LORD your God. However, if you do 
enot obey the voice of the LORD, but "re- 
bel against the commandment of the LORD, 
then the hand of the LORD will be against 
you, as it was against your fathers. 

16“Now therefore, ‘stand and see this 
great thing which the LORD will do be- 
fore your eyes: !7Is today not the iwheat 
harvest? ®I will call to the LORD, and He 
will send thunder and 'rain, that you may 
perceive and see that "your wickedness is 
great, which you have done in the sight of 
the LORD, in asking a king for yourselves.” 

18So Samuel called to the LORD, and the 
LORD sent thunder and rain that day; and 
nall the people greatly feared the LORD and 
Samuel. 

19And all the people said to Samuel, 
o“Pray for your servants to the LORD your 
God, that we may not die; for we have add- 
ed to all our sins the evil of asking a king 
for ourselves.” 

20Then Samuel said to the people, “Do 
not fear. You have done all this wicked- 
ness; Pyet do not turn aside from following 
the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your 
heart. 2!And ¢do not turn aside; "for then 
you would go after empty things which 
cannot profit or deliver, for they are noth- 
ing. 22For sthe LORD will not forsake ‘His 
people, “for His great name’s sake, because 
vit has pleased the LORD to make you His 
people. 23Moreover, as for me, far be it from 
me that I should sin against the LORD win 
ceasing to pray for you; but *I will teach 
you the Ygood and the right way. 242Only 
fear the LORD, and serve Him in truth with 


* 12:8 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vul- 
gate; Septuagint adds and the Egyptians afflicted 
them. *12:10 Canaanite goddesses * 12:11 Syr- 
iac reads Deborah; Targum reads Gideon. * Sep- 
tuagint and Syriac read Barak; Targum reads 
Simson. * Syriac reads Simson. 


12:9 they forgot the Lorp their God. Samuel 
recounted the nation’s apostasy and subsequent 
divine discipline. Israel was having problems because 
they had stopped obeying God. It was not because 
either God or Samuel was inadequate. 

12:17 wheat harvest. The season for harvesting 
wheat in Israel is the months of May and June. thun- 
der and rain. The land of Israel receives its rainfall 
during the winter season. For rain to fall during the 
wheat harvest would be both unusual and detrimen- 
tal to the harvest. 

12:22 His people. God's desire to raise up a people 
for His great name’s sake is not based on pride, but 
on love. He is pleased to show His goodness to the 
world, and He is willing to reach out to us in spite 
of our rebellion and foolishness. The whole history 
of the human race is littered with mankind's fail- 
ure to acknowledge and follow the living God who 
created us. But even if we are faithless, God will 


remain faithful (2 Tim. 2:13), and that is our great 
comfort. We cannot even be faithful without His 
help, but “if God is for us, who can be against us?” 
Rom. 8:31). 
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all your heart; for “consider what >great 
things He has done for you. 25But if you 
still do wickedly, ‘you shall be swept away, 
dboth you and your king.” 


Saul’s Unlawful Sacrifice 
1 3 Saul reigned one year; and when he 
had reigned two years over Israel,* 
2Saul chose for himself three thousand 
men of Israel. Two thousand were with 
Saul in ¢Michmash and in the mountains 
of Bethel, and a thousand were with »Jon- 
athan in ¢Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of 
the people he sent away, every man to his 
tent. 

3And Jonathan attacked ¢the garrison of 
the Philistines that was in eGeba, and the 
Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the 
trumpet throughout all the land, saying, 
“Let the Hebrews hear!” 4Now all Israel 
heard it said that Saul had attacked a gar- 
rison of the Philistines, and that Israel had 
also become an abomination to the Philis- 
tines. And the people were called together 
to Saul at Gilgal. 

5Then the Philistines gathered together 
to fight with Israel, thirty* thousand char- 
iots and six thousand horsemen, and peo- 
ple fas the sand which is on the seashore 
in multitude. And they came up and en- 
camped in Michmash, to the east of sBeth 
Aven. 6When the men of Israel saw that 
they were in danger (for the people were 
distressed), then the people "hid in caves, 
in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits. 
7And some of the Hebrews crossed over the 
Jordan to the ‘land of Gad and Gilead. 

As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all 
the people followed him trembling. 8iThen 
he waited seven days, according to the time 
set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come 
to Gilgal; and the people were scattered 
from him. 9So Saul said, “Bring a burnt 
offering and peace offerings here to me.” 
And he offered the burnt offering. !©Now 
it happened, as soon as he had finished 
presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel 
came; and Saul went out to meet him, that 
he might greet him. 

UAnd Samuel said, “What have you 
done?” 

Saul said, “When I saw that the people 
were scattered from me, and that you did 
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not come within the days appointed, and 
that the Philistines gathered together at 
Michmash, !2then I said, ‘The Philistines 
will now come down on me at Gilgal, and 
Ihave not made supplication to the LORD,’ 
Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a 
burnt offering.” 

13And Samuel said to Saul, “You have 
done foolishly. 'You have not kept the com- 
mandment of the LORD your God, which He 
commanded you. For now the LORD would 
have established your kingdom over Israel 
forever. 14~But now your kingdom shall 
not continue. "The LORD has sought for 
Himself a man °after His own heart, and 
the LORD has commanded him to be com- 
mander over His people, because you have 
pnot kept what the LORD commanded you.” 

I5Then Samuel arose and went up from 
Gilgal to Gibeah of Benjamin.* And Saul 
numbered the people present with him, 
dabout six hundred men. 


No Weapons for the Army 

16Saul, Jonathan his son, and the people 
present with them remained in Gibeah of 
Benjamin. But the Philistines encamped 
in Michmash. !7Then raiders came out of 
the camp of the Philistines in three com- 
panies. One company turned onto the road 
to "Ophrah, to the land of Shual, !8anoth- 
er company turned to the road to sBeth 
Horon, and another company turned to the 
road of the border that overlooks the Valley 
of tZeboim toward the wilderness. 

19Now there was no blacksmith to be 
found throughout all the land of Israel, 
for the Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews 
make swords or spears.” 2°But all the Is- 
raelites would go down to the Philistines 
to sharpen each man’s plowshare, his 
mattock, his ax, and his sickle; 2!and the 
charge for a sharpening was a pim* for the 


* 13:1 The Hebrew is difficult (compare 2 Samuel 
5:4; 2 Kings 14:2; see also 2 Samuel 2:10; Acts 
13:21). * 13:5 Following Masoretic Text, 
Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate; Syriac and 
some manuscripts of the Septuagint read three. 

* 13:15 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint and Vulgate add And the rest of the 
people went up after Saul to meet the people who 
fought against them, going from Gilgal to Gibeah 
in the hillof Benjamin. * 13:21 About two-thirds 
shekel weight 


13:8-9 Presumption—We will never know what 
would have happened if Saul had waited for Samuel. 
Whenever we assume we “know better” and take 
action on our own authority, we cannot know what 
would have happened if we had followed God's way. 
Some of the snarls that are the result of stubborn 
rebellion are often too difficult for us to set right. This 
is why we must pay such careful attention not only 
to the direct commandments in the Bible, but to the 
spirit behind them. 

13:19 no blacksmith. The Canaanites and Philistines 
learned how to forge iron from the Hittites. Although 
they were not great in numerical strength, the 


Philistines were able to dominate Israel because of 
their superior weaponry. By the end of David's reign, 
the Israelites had also acquired iron technology. 
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plowshares, the mattocks, the forks, and 
the axes, and to set the points of the goads. 
22So it came about, on the day of battle, that 
vthere was neither sword nor spear found 
in the hand of any of the people who were 
with Saul and Jonathan. But they were 
found with Saul and Jonathan his son. 
23wAnd the garrison of the Philistines 
went out to the pass of Michmash. 


Jonathan Defeats the Philistines 
1 4 Now it happened one day that Jona- 
than the son of Saul said to the young 
man who bore his armor, “Come, let us go 
over to the Philistines’ garrison that is on 
the other side.” But he did not tell his father. 
2And Saul was sitting in the outskirts of 
aGibeah under a pomegranate tree which 
is in Migron. The people who were with 
him were about six hundred men. 3>Ahijah 
the son of Ahitub, ‘Ichabod’s brother, the 
son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD’s 
priest in Shiloh, was ¢wearing an ephod. 
But the people did not know that Jonathan 
had gone. 

4Between the passes, by which Jonathan 
sought to go over ¢to the Philistines’ gar- 
rison, there was a sharp rock on one side 
anda sharp rock on the other side. And the 
name of one was Bozez, and the name of 
the other Seneh. >The front of one faced 
northward opposite Michmash, and the 
other southward opposite Gibeah. 

6Then Jonathan said to the young man 
who bore his armor, “Come, let us go over 
to the garrison of these funcircumcised; it 
may be that the LORD will work for us. For 
nothing restrains the LORD sfrom saving 
by many or by few.” 

7So his armorbearer said to him, “Do all 
that is in your heart. Go then; here I am 
with you, according to your heart.” 

8Then Jonathan said, “Very well, let us 
cross over to these men, and we will show 
ourselves to them. %If they say thus to us, 
‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we will 
stand still in our place and not go up to 
them. But if they say thus, ‘Come up to 
us,’ then we will go up. For the LORD has 
delivered them into our hand, and "this will 
be a sign to us.” 

So both of them showed themselves 
to the garrison of the Philistines. And the 
Philistines said, “Look, the Hebrews are 
coming out of the holes where they have 
ihidden.” 12Then the men of the garrison 
called to Jonathan and his armorbearer, 


and said, “Come up to us, and we will show 
you something.” 

Jonathan said to his armorbearer, 
“Come up after me, for the LORD has deliv- 
ered them into the hand of Israel.” BAnd 
Jonathan climbed up on his hands and 
knees with his armorbearer after him; and 
they ‘fell before Jonathan. And as he came 
after him, his armorbearer killed them. 
M4That first slaughter which Jonathan and 
his armorbearer made was about twenty 
men within about half an acre of land.* 

15And kthere was trembling in the camp, 
in the field, and among all the people. The 
garrison and 'the raiders also trembled; 
and the earth quaked, so that it was ™a 
very great trembling. !®Now the watchmen 
of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and 
there was the multitude, melting away; 
and they "went here and there. !17Then 
Saul said to the people who were with him, 
“Now call the roll and see who has gone 
from us.” And when they had called the 
roll, surprisingly, Jonathan and his armor- 
bearer were not there. 18And Saul said to 
Ahijah, “Bring the ark* of God here” (for at 
that time the ark* of God was with the chil- 
dren of Israel). !9Now it happened, while 
Saul ctalked to the priest, that the noise 
which was in the camp of the Philistines 
continued to increase; so Saul said to the 
priest, “Withdraw your hand.” 2°Then Saul 
and all the people who were with him as- 
sembled, and they went to the battle; and 
indeed Pevery man’s sword was against his 
neighbor, and there was very great confu- 
sion. 21Moreover the Hebrews who were 
with the Philistines before that time, who 
went up with them into the camp from the 
surrounding country, they also joined the 
Israelites who were with Saul and Jona- 
than. 22Likewise all the men of Israel who 
dhad hidden in the mountains of Ephraim, 
when they heard that the Philistines fled, 
they also followed hard after them in the 
battle. 28"So the LORD saved Israel that day, 
and the battle shifted sto Beth Aven. 


Saul’s Rash Oath 

24And the men of Israel were distressed 
that day, for Saul had tplaced the people 
under oath, saying, “Cursed is the man 


* 14:14 Literally half the area plowed by a yoke 
(of oxeninaday) * 14:18 Following Masoretic 
Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads 
ephod. ¢ Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads ephod. 


13:22 neither sword nor spear. The weapons avail- 
able to the Israelite soldiers would have included 
slings, bows and arrows, and numerous instruments 
made of bronze. 

14:14 half an acre of land. This can also be trans- 
lated “half a yoke of land.” A yoke of land was the area 
a pair of oxen could plow in one day. 

14:24 had placed the people under oath. This was 
not only an oath, but an oath with a curse. Yet food 
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who eats any food until evening, before 
I have taken vengeance on my enemies.” 
So none of the people tasted food. 25uNow 
all the people of the land came to a forest; 
and there was vhoney on the ground. 26And 
when the people had come into the woods, 
there was the honey, dripping; but no one 
put his hand to his mouth, for the people 
feared the oath. 27But Jonathan had not 
heard his father charge the people with 
the oath; therefore he stretched out the end 
of the rod that was in his hand and dipped 
it in a honeycomb, and put his hand to his 
mouth; and his countenance brightened. 
28Then one of the people said, “Your father 
strictly charged the people with an oath, 
saying, ‘Cursed is the man who eats food 
this day.’” And the people were faint. 
29But Jonathan said, “My father has 
troubled the land. Look now, how my coun- 
tenance has brightened because I tasted a 
little of this honey. 3>How much better if the 
people had eaten freely today of the spoil of 
their enemies which they found! For now 
would there not have been a much greater 
slaughter among the Philistines?” 

31Now they had driven back the Philis- 
tines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. 
So the people were very faint. 32And the 
people rushed on the spoil, and took sheep, 
oxen, and calves, and slaughtered them on 
the ground; and the people ate them “with 
the blood. 33Then they told Saul, saying, 
“Look, the people are sinning against the 
LORD by eating with the blood!” 

So he said, “You have dealt treacherous- 
ly; roll a large stone to me this day.” 34Then 
Saul said, “Disperse yourselves among the 
people, and say to them, ‘Bring me here 
every man’s ox and every man’s sheep, 
slaughter them here, and eat; and do not 
sin against the LORD by eating with the 
blood.’” So every one of the people brought 
his ox with him that night, and slaughtered 
it there. Then Saul built an altar to the 
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LORD. This was the first altar that he built 
to the LORD. 

36Now Saul said, “Let us go down after 
the Philistines by night, and plunder them 
until the morning light; and let us not leave 
aman of them.” 

And they said, “Do whatever seems 
good to you.” 

Then the priest said, “Let us draw near 
to God here.” 

37S0 Saul Yasked counsel of God, “Shall I 
go down after the Philistines? Will You de- 
liver them into the hand of Israel?” But 7He 
did not answer him that day. 38And Saul 
said, “Come over here, all you chiefs of the 
people, and know and see what this sin was 
today. 39For bas the LORD lives, who saves 
Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he 
shall surely die.” But not a man among all 
the people answered him. 4°Then he said to 
all Israel, “You be on one side, and my son 
Jonathan and I will be on the other side.” 

And the people said to Saul, “Do what 
seems good to you.” 

41 Therefore Saul said to the LORD God of 
Israel, “Give a perfect lot.”* 4So Saul and 
Jonathan were taken, but the people es- 
caped. 42And Saul said, “Cast lots between 
my son Jonathan and me.” So Jonathan 
was taken. 483Then Saul said to Jonathan, 
e“Tell me what you have done.” 

And Jonathan told him, and said, f“I only 
tasted a little honey with the end of the rod 
that was in my hand. So now I must die!” 

44Saul answered, *“God do so and more 
also; "for you shall surely die, Jonathan.” 

45But the people said to Saul, “Shall 
Jonathan die, who has accomplished this 
great deliverance in Israel? Certainly not! 


* 14:41 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint and Vulgate read Why do You not 
answer Your servant today? If the injustice is with 
me or Jonathan my son, O LORD God of Israel, give 
proof; and if You say it is with Your people Israel, 
give holiness. 


would have helped the soldiers fight with better 
stamina. Keeping the oath was a matter of loyalty 
to Saul as he avenged his enemies. But the enemies 
were not Saul’s personal enemies, they were the 
enemies of the whole nation, and the power in the 
vengeance came from God, not Saul. Saul should 
have focused the faith of the people on God, not on 
himself. This oath is an example of poor leadership, 
foolish vows, and misplaced loyalties. It is easy to 
get into trouble with an impulsive vow. It may sound 
very noble and wise in the heat of the moment, 
but it doesn’t turn out to be practical. The kinds of 
vows that will never get us in trouble are the vows 
that echo the things that Scripture teaches. Such 
vows as determining to raise our children for the Lord, 
promising to stay away from habits that control us, 
or commitment to pray for certain people will never 
leave us entangled in promises that we should not 
have made. 

14:32 rushed on. If the soldiers had not been fasting 
as they fought, they might have had the self-control 


to properly bleed the animals before they began 
eating. 

14:37 He did not answer him. God's silence was 
taken by Saul as evidence of sin in the camp. 

14:39 he shall surely die. This was Saul’s second fool- 
ish oath. Saul is not the only one who found himself 
in trouble because of an impulsive oath. Jephthah 
made a tragic vow (Judg. 11:29-40), John the Baptist 
was beheaded because of Herod’s thoughtless oath 
(Matt. 14:7-9), and a group of Jews bound them- 
selves together with a curse, promising not to eat 
or drink until they had killed Paul (Acts 23:12). Jesus 
taught His followers not to swear to foolish vows, but 
to let their yes be yes, and their no be no (Matt. 5:37; 
James 5:12). 
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‘As the LORD lives, not one hair of his head 
shall fall to the ground, for he has worked 
iwith God this day.” So the people rescued 
Jonathan, and he did not die. 

46Then Saul returned from pursuing 
the Philistines, and the Philistines went to 
their own place. 


Saul’s Continuing Wars 

47So Saul established his sovereignty 
over Israel, and fought against all his ene- 
mies on every side, against Moab, against 
the people of Ammon, against Edom, 
against the kings of 'Zobah, and against 
the Philistines. Wherever he turned, he ha- 
rassed them.* 48And he gathered an army 
and attacked the Amalekites, and deliv- 
ered Israel from the hands of those who 
plundered them. 

49nThe sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ji- 
shui,* and Malchishua. And the names of 
his two daughters were these: the name of 
the firstborn Merab, and the name of the 
younger °Michal. 59The name of Saul’s wife 
was Ahinoam the daughter of Ahimaaz. 
And the name of the commander of his 
army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s Pun- 
cle. 5l4Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner 
the father of Abner was the son of Abiel. 

52Now there was fierce war with the Phi- 
listines all the days of Saul. And when Saul 
saw any strong man or any valiant man, 
the took him for himself. 


Saul Spares King Agag 
1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD 
sent me to anoint you king over His 
people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed 
the voice of the words of the LORD. 2Thus 
says the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Ama- 
lek for what he did to Israel, "how he am- 
bushed him on the way when he came up 
from Egypt. 3Now go and cattack Amalek, 
and ¢utterly destroy all that they have, and 
do not spare them. But kill both man and 
woman, infant and nursing child, ox and 

sheep, camel and donkey.’” 
4So Saul gathered the people together 
and numbered them in Telaim, two hun- 
dred thousand foot soldiers and ten thou- 
sand men of Judah. 5And Saul came to a 
city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley. 


6Then Saul said to ¢the Kenites, ‘Go, 
depart, get down from among the Ama- 
lekites, lest I destroy you with them. For 
you showed kindness to all the children 
of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” 
So the Kenites departed from among the 
Amalekites. 7"And Saul attacked the Ama- 
lekites, from ‘Havilah all the way to jShur, 
which is east of Egypt. 8*He also took Agag 
king of the Amalekites alive, and 'utterly 
destroyed all the people with the edge 
of the sword. 9But Saul and the people 
mspared Agag and the best of the sheep, 
the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all 
that was good, and were unwilling to utter- 
ly destroy them. But everything despised 
and worthless, that they utterly destroyed. 


Saul Rejected as King 

10Now the word of the LORD came to 
Samuel, saying, !!"“I greatly regret that 
I have set up Saul as king, for he has 
oturned back from following Me, and has 
not performed My commandments.” And 
it ¢grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the 
LorRD all night. 1250 when Samuel rose ear- 
ly in the morning to meet Saul, it was told 
Samuel, saying, “Saul went to "Carmel, and 
indeed, he set up a monument for himself; 
and he has gone on around, passed by, and 
gone down to Gilgal.” 3Then Samuel went 
to Saul, and Saul said to him, s“Blessed are 
you of the LORD! I have performed the com- 
mandment of the LORD.” 

M4But Samuel said, “What then is this 
bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the 
lowing of the oxen which I hear?” 

And Saul said, “They have brought 
them from the Amalekites; ‘for the people 
spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, 
to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the 
rest we have utterly destroyed.” 

16Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! 
And I will tell you what the LORD said to 
me last night.” 

And he said to him, “Speak on.” 

17So Samuel said, ““When you were lit- 
tle in your own eyes, were you not head of 


* 14:47 Septuagint and Vulgate read prospered. 
* 14:49 Called Abinadab in 1 Chronicles 8:33 and 
9:39 


14:47 Moab... Ammon. The Moabites and Ammon- 
ites were descendants of Lot (Gen. 19:30-38). They 
occupied regions east of the Jordan and Dead Sea. 
Edom. The Edomites were descendants of Esau (Gen. 
36:8) who ruled over a region southeast of the Dead 
Sea. Zobah. This was the Aramean kingdom in the 
Bekaa valley. Philistines. The Philistines lived on the 
coastal plain west of the hill country. 

14:48 Amalekites. These nomadic desert tribesmen 
lived south of the hill country. 

15:6 Kenites. The Kenites were a nomadic offshoot 
of the Midianites (Num. 10:29). They had been loosely 
associated with the Israelites since Moses’ marriage 
to the daughter of Jethro, a Kenite (Judg. 1:16; 4:11). 
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the tribes of Israel? And did not the LORD 
anoint you king over Israel? 18Now the 
LORD sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, 
and utterly destroy the sinners, the Ama- 
lekites, and fight against them until they 
are consumed.’ 19Why then did you not 
obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you 
swoop down on the spoil, and do evil in the 
sight of the LORD?” 

20And Saul said to Samuel, v“But I have 
obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on 
the mission on which the LorRD sent me, and 
brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have 
utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 2!~But 
the people took of the plunder, sheep and 
oxen, the best of the things which should 
have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to 
the LORD your God in Gilgal.” 

22So Samuel said: 


“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, 
As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 
Behold, ¥to obey is better than 
sacrifice, 
And to heed than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
And stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of 
the LorD, 
zHe also has rejected you from being 
king.” 


24aThen Saul said to Samuel, “I have 
sinned, for I have transgressed the com- 
mandment of the LORD and your words, 
because I >feared the people and obeyed 
their voice. 25Now therefore, please par- 
don my sin, and return with me, that I may 
worship the LORD.” 

26But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not re- 
turn with you, ‘for you have rejected the 
word of the LORD, and the LORD has reject- 
ed you from being king over Israel.” 

27And as Samuel turned around to go 
away, “Saul seized the edge of his robe, 
and it tore. 28So Samuel said to him, e“The 
LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from 
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you today, and has given it to a neighbor of 
yours, who is better than you. 29And also 
the Strength of Israel will not lie nor re- 
lent. For He is not a man, that He should 
relent.” 

30Then he said, “I have sinned; yet ¢hon- 
or me now, please, before the elders of my 
people and before Israel, and return with 
me, that I may worship the LORD your 
God.” 31So Samuel turned back after Saul, 
and Saul worshiped the LORD. 

32Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king 
of the Amalekites here to me.” So Agag 
came to him cautiously. 

And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of 
death is past.” 

33But Samuel said, "“As your sword 
has made women childless, so shall your 
mother be childless among women.” And 
Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the 
LORD in Gilgal. 

34Then Samuel went to ‘Ramah, and 
Saul went up to his house at ‘Gibeah of 
Saul. 35And Samuel went no more to see 
Saul until the day of his death. Neverthe- 
less Samuel mourned for Saul, and the 
LORD regretted that He had made Saul 
king over Israel. 


David Anointed King 
1 6 Now the LorD said to Samuel, «“How 
long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I 
have rejected him from reigning over Israel? 
>Fill your horn with oil, and go; lam sending 
you to ‘Jesse the Bethlehemite. For ¢I have 
provided Myself a king among his sons.” 
2And Samuel said, “How can I go? If 
Saul hears it, he will kill me.” 

But the LORD said, “Take a heifer with 
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
LorD.’ Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; you 
shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.” 

4So Samuel did what the LORD said, and 
went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the 
town ‘trembled at his coming, and said, 
s“Do you come peaceably?” 


15:22 Obedience—If we love God we are com- 
manded to keep His commandments (John 14:15). 
The problem is, we sometimes fool ourselves. Saul 
thought he was doing something good for God. He 
was partially obeying. He killed a lot of the Amale- 
kites, and instead of killing the animals, he sacrificed 
them. They would still be dead, and it would honor 
God, too. But He was not pleased. Saul did what was 
“right in his own eyes” but this was not obedience. 
15:23 witchcraft. Witchcraft, divination, idolatry, 
and other occult activities are an attempt to manip- 
ulate spiritual powers for our own ends. In his rebel- 
lion Saul was treating God as if He were a moody, 
cranky pagan god, who could be thwarted, and then 
appeased by sacrifices. He also has rejected you. 
Saul was rejected because he was still treating God 
as a force to be used. He was sorry he got caught, but 
he still thought he was right and could give a quick 
sacrifice and go on with the plan. 


15:35 see. God was through with Saul as king, and 
so was Samuel. 

16:2 | have come to sacrifice to the Lorp. At this 
time Shiloh was still the designated central location 
for sacrifices (Deut. 12:4—14). But with the disruptions 
of the priesthood, the ark located at Kirjath Jearim 
7:2), and the general belief that God had removed 
His presence from Shiloh, it would not be surprising if 
the sacrificial system had been interrupted as well. In 
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5And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD. "Sanctify yourselves, 
and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 

6So it was, when they came, that he 
looked at ‘Eliab and isaid, “Surely the 
LORD’s anointed is before Him!” 

7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not 
look at his appearance or at his physical 
stature, because I have refused him. 'For 
the LORD does not see as man sees;* for 
man ™looks at the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looks at the “heart.” 

8So Jesse called Abinadab, and made 
him pass before Samuel. And he said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 
9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And 
he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 1°Thus Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 
llAnd Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the 
young men here?” Then he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, and there he is, 
keeping the sheep.” 

And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 
bring him. For we will not sit down* till 
he comes here.” !2So he sent and brought 
him in. Now he was Pruddy, ¢with bright 
eyes, and good-looking. "And the LORD 
said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is the 
one!” 183Then Samuel took the horn of oil 
and anointed him in the midst of his broth- 
ers; and sthe Spirit of the LORD came upon 
David from that day forward. So Samuel 
arose and went to Ramah. 


A Distressing Spirit Troubles Saul 
14tBut the Spirit of the LORD departed 
from Saul, and “a distressing spirit from 
the LorD troubled him. 5And Saul’s ser- 
vants said to him, “Surely, a distressing 


spirit from God is troubling you. !*Let our 
master now command your servants, who 
are before you, to seek out a man who is 
a skillful player on the harp. And it shall 
be that he will Yplay it with his hand when 
the distressing spirit from God is upon you, 
and you shall be well.” 

17So Saul said to his servants, “Provide 
me now a man who can play well, and 
bring him to me.” 

18Then one of the servants answered 
and said, “Look, I have seen a son of Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in play- 
ing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, 
prudent in speech, and a handsome person; 
and “the LorD is with him.” 

19Therefore Saul sent messengers to 
Jesse, and said, “Send me your son David, 
who is with the sheep.” 2°And Jesse xtook a 
donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine, 
and a young goat, and sent them by his son 
David to Saul. 24So David came to Saul and 
ystood before him. And he loved him great- 
ly, and he became his armorbearer. 22Then 
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Please let David 
stand before me, for he has found favor in 
my sight.” 23And so it was, whenever the 
spirit from God was upon Saul, that Da- 
vid would take a harp and play it with his 
hand. Then Saul would become refreshed 
and well, and the distressing spirit would 
depart from him. 


David and Goliath 
1 Now the Philistines gathered their 
armies together to battle, and were 


*16:7 Septuagint reads For God does not see as 
man sees; Targum reads It is not by the appear- 
ance of aman; Vulgate reads Nor do I judge 
according to the looks ofaman. * 16:11 Follow- 
ing Septuagint and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads 
turn around; Targum and Syriac read turn away. 


any case, God did direct Samuel to make this sacrifice 
at Bethlehem. 

16:7 God—Our Creator knows His human creatures 
intimately, and He is able to discern our thoughts and 
purposes before we ourselves are aware of them. He 
always looks beyond appearance and stature to the 
heart. 

16:12 anoint him. David was anointed with olive oil. 
This religious ritual consecrated him to the kingship, 
although he did not take the role of king for many 
years. The heart God saw in David is the one He wants 
to see in all of us. It has purposefulness, intelligence, 
and willingness to obey. If our heart is centered on 
God, He can use us to extend His kingdom. 

16:14 departed from Saul. After the Spirit of God 
came upon David, Saul was no longer empowered 
by the Spirit to serve as king. In Old Testament times 
the Holy Spirit came upon people selectively, usually 
a king, prophet, or judge. It was only after the resur- 
rection of Jesus that the Holy Spirit came to indwell 
all believers John 16:5—11; Acts 2:4). 

16:15 distressing spirit from God. This affliction is 
understood in various ways. Perhaps the spirit was 
a demon that God allowed to harass Saul, in the 


same way that God allowed Satan to tempt Job (Job 
1:8--12). Perhaps Saul had a spirit of discontent in his 
heart, caused by the absence of the Holy Spirit. Per- 
haps pride, that same sin that caused Satan to fall, 
was allowed to grow in Saul’s heart and dominate 
his thoughts and actions. Scripture is clear that God 
is always holy, just, and righteous, so this spirit was 
something that God allowed to come upon Saul, but 
it was not a part of God. 

16:21 David came to Saul. David played for Saul, and 
was his armorbearer. It is unclear exactly how much 
time David spent with Saul. Probably David at this 
time continued to come and go from Saul’s house- 
hold to his father’s. 

17:1 the Philistines gathered their armies together 
to battle. The Philistine and Israelite armies were 


16:5°Ex. 19:10 16:6/1 Sam. 17:13, 28 /1 Kin. 12:26 
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gathered at ¢“Sochoh, which belongs to Ju- 
dah; they encamped between Sochoh and 
Azekah, in Ephes Dammim. 2And Saul and 
the men of Israel were gathered together, 
and they encamped in the Valley of Elah, 
and drew up in battle array against the 
Philistines. 3The Philistines stood on a 
mountain on one side, and Israel stood on 
a mountain on the other side, with a valley 
between them. 

4And a champion went out from the 
camp of the Philistines, named >Goliath, 
from cGath, whose height was six cubits 
and a span. 5He had a bronze helmet on 
his head, and he was armed with a coat of 
mail, and the weight of the coat was five 
thousand shekels of bronze. And he had 
bronze armor on his legs and a bronze jav- 
elin between his shoulders. 7Now the staff 
of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and 
his iron spearhead weighed six hundred 
shekels; and a shield-bearer went before 
him. 8Then he stood and cried out to the 
armies of Israel, and said to them, “Why 
have you come out to line up for battle? Am 
I not a Philistine, and you the ¢servants of 
Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and 
let him come down to me. %If he is able to 
fight with me and kill me, then we will be 
your servants. But if I prevail against him 
and kill him, then you shall be our servants 
and eserve us.” !9And the Philistine said, “I 
defy the armies of Israel this day; give mea 
man, that we may fight together.” "When 
Saul and all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly 
afraid. 

2Now David was #the son of that 
hEphrathite of Bethlehem Judah, whose 
name was Jesse, and who had ‘eight sons. 
And the man was old, advanced in years, 
in the days of Saul. !3The three oldest sons 
of Jesse had gone to follow Saul to the bat- 
tle. The names of his three sons who went 
to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, next 
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to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 
M4David was the youngest. And the three 
oldest followed Saul. 5But David occasion- 
ally went and returned from Saul *to feed 
his father’s sheep at Bethlehem. 

16And the Philistine drew near and pre- 
sented himself forty days, morning and 
evening. 

17Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take 
now for your brothers an ephah of this dried 
grain and these ten loaves, and run to your 
brothers at the camp. !8And carry these ten 
cheeses to the captain of their thousand, 
and 'see how your brothers fare, and bring 
back news of them.” !9Now Saul and they 
and all the men of Israel were in the Valley 
of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 

20So David rose early in the morning, 
left the sheep with a keeper, and took the 
things and went as Jesse had commanded 
him. And he came to the camp as the army 
was going out to the fight and shouting 
for the battle. 21For Israel and the Philis- 
tines had drawn up in battle array, army 
against army. 22And David left his supplies 
in the hand of the supply keeper, ran to the 
army, and came and greeted his brothers. 
23Then as he talked with them, there was 
the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goli- 
ath by name, coming up from the armies 
of the Philistines; and he spoke "according 
to the same words. So David heard them. 
24And all the men of Israel, when they saw 
the man, fled from him and were dreadful- 
ly afraid. 25So the men of Israel said, “Have 
you seen this man who has come up? Sure- 
ly he has come up to defy Israel; and it shall 
be that the man who kills him the king will 
enrich with great riches, "will give him his 
daughter, and give his father’s house ex- 
emption from taxes in Israel.” 

26Then David spoke to the men who 
stood by him, saying, “What shall be done 
for the man who kills this Philistine and 
takes away °the reproach from Israel? For 


gathered in the Elah valley, about 15 miles west of 
David's hometown of Bethlehem. The Philistines 
were camped on a hill, south of the valley, between 
the cities of Azekah and Sochoh. 

17:2 Valley of Elah. The valley is an east-west val- 
ley, leading from the hill country of Judah toward 
the lowlands of the Philistines. It had a steep ravine 
that extended the length of the valley, making it unfit 
for the Philistines’ chariots. Probably the ravine pre- 
vented a full-scale assault by the Philistines, causing 
the long delay before engaging in battle. 

17:4 champion. The champion was a warrior who 
would fight in single combat as a stand-in for the 
entire army. The most likely person to take on this 
champion would be Saul, who, when he was chosen 
king, stood head and shoulders above his country- 
men. six cubits and a span. The cubit was about 
18 inches, and a span was 9 inches. Goliath stood 
approximately 9 feet, 9 inches tall. 

17:5 bronze helmet. Ordinary troops had leather hel- 
mets. coat of mail. Goliath's coat of mail was made of 
overlapping plates of bronze sewn on leather. five 


thousand shekels. The coat of armor weighed about 
125 pounds. 

17:7 six hundred shekels. The spear was a weapon 
designed for hand-to-hand combat, like a long 
sword. The head of Goliath’s spear weighed about 
17 pounds. a shield-bearer. The soldier carried a 
small round shield, usually worn on the left arm. The 
shield-carrier bore the much larger, oblong shield. 
17:12 Ephrathite. Ephrath was the early name for 
Bethlehem. 

17:17 Take now for your brothers. |n ancient times, 
soldiers usually lived off the land they conquered or 
depended on personal supplies that they or someone 
else brought from home. 


17:14 Josh. 15:35 17:42 Sam. 21:19 ©Josh. 11:21, 22 
17:841Sam.8:17 17:9€1Sam.11:1  17:10/1 Sam. 
17:26, 36,45 17:129Ruth 4:22 "Gen. 35:19 ‘1 Sam. 
16:10,11  17:13/1 Sam. 16:6,8,9 17:15 1 Sam. 16:11, 
19 17:18!Gen. 37:13,14 17:23 1 Sam. 17:8-10 
17:25" Josh. 15:16 17:26°1 Sam. 11:2 


310 & 1 Samuel 17:27 
who is this Puncircumcised Philistine, that 
he should ¢defy the armies of 'the living 
God?” 

27And the people answered him in this 
manner, saying, s“So shall it be done for the 
man who kills him.” 

28Now Eliab his oldest brother heard 
when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s 
tanger was aroused against David, and he 
said, “Why did you come down here? And 
with whom have you left those few sheep in 
the wilderness? I know your pride and the 
insolence of your heart, for you have come 
down to see the battle.” 

29And David said, “What have I done 
now? “Is there not a cause?” 30Then he 
turned from him toward another and Ysaid 
the same thing; and these people answered 
him as the first ones did. 

3INow when the words which David 
spoke were heard, they reported them to 
Saul; and he sent for him. 32Then David 
said to Saul, w“Let no man’s heart fail be- 
cause of him; xyour servant will go and 
fight with this Philistine.” 

33And Saul said to David, »“You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight 
with him; for you are a youth, and he aman 
of war from his youth.” 

34But David said to Saul, “Your servant 
used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a 
Zlion or a bear came and took a lamb out of 
the flock, 35] went out after it and struck it, 
and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and 
when it arose against me, I caught it by its 
beard, and struck and killed it. 36 Your ser- 
vant has killed both lion and bear; and this 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one 
of them, seeing he has defied the armies 
of the living God.” 37Moreover David said, 
a“The LORD, who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and from the paw of the 
bear, He will deliver me from the hand of 
this Philistine.” 

And Saul said to David, “Go, and the 
LORD be with you!” 

38So Saul clothed David with his armor, 
and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he 
also clothed him with a coat of mail. 39Da- 
vid fastened his sword to his armor and 
tried to walk, for he had not tested them. 


And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk 
with these, for I have not tested them.” So 
David took them off. 

40Then he took his staff in his hand; and 
he chose for himself five smooth stones 
from the brook, and put them in a shep- 
herd’s bag, in a pouch which he had, and 
his sling was in his hand. And he drew 
near to the Philistine. 4!So the Philistine 
came, and began drawing near to David, 
and the man who bore the shield went be- 
fore him. 42And when the Philistine looked 
about and saw David, he cdisdained him; 
for he was only a youth, “ruddy and good- 
looking. 43So the Philistine ¢said to David, 
“Am 1a dog, that you come to me with 
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David 
by his gods. 44And the Philistine ‘said to 
David, “Come to me, and I will give your 
flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts 
of the field!” 

45Then David said to the Philistine, “You 
come to me with a sword, with a spear, and 
with a javelin. sBut I come to you in the 
name of the LorD of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have "defied. 
46This day the LORD will deliver you into 
my hand, and I will strike you and take 
your head from you. And this day I will 
give ‘the carcasses of the camp of the Phi- 
listines to the birds of the air and the wild 
beasts of the earth, ‘that all the earth may 
know that there is a God in Israel. 47Then 
all this assembly shall know that the LORD 
kdoes not save with sword and spear; for 
'the battle is the LORD’s, and He will give 
you into our hands.” 

48So it was, when the Philistine arose 
and came and drew near to meet David, 
that David hurried and ™ran toward the 
army to meet the Philistine. 49Then Da- 
vid put his hand in his bag and took out a 
stone; and he slung it and struck the Philis- 
tine in his forehead, so that the stone sank 
into his forehead, and he fell on his face to 
the earth. 59So David prevailed over the 
Philistine with a "sling and a stone, and 
struck the Philistine and killed him. But 
there was no sword in the hand of David. 
51Therefore David ran and stood over the 
Philistine, took his °sword and drew it out 


17:39-40 Wisdom—David had embarked on a 
risky venture. It might seem smart to meet Goliath 
with the best armor, but David had wisdom enough 
to know that if he was going to attack the giant, it 
would have to be on his own terms. The years of sol- 
itary shepherding had given David the time to prac- 
tice with his sling, and the opportunity to know that 
it was the Lord who gave him the strength and the 
will to kill the predators that threatened his flock. The 
insight and practices gained through difficult experi- 
ences blossom as wisdom. We can look back on these 
times with thankfulness because that is how God has 
equipped us for the next task. 

17:40 sling. A sling was the typical equipment of the 
shepherd. It was a hollow pocket of leather attached 
to two cords. Putting a stone in the pouch, the slinger 


would whirl it around his head to build up momen- 
tum. Releasing one of the cords would hurl the stone 
at its target. It takes skill and practice to be expert 
with a sling. Slingers were a regular part of armies in 
the ancient Middle East. 
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of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his 
head with it. 

And when the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they fled. 52Now the 
men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted, 
and pursued the Philistines as far as the 
entrance of the valley* and to the gates of 
Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines 
fell along the road to “Shaaraim, even as 
far as Gath and Ekron. 53Then the children 
of Israel returned from chasing the Philis- 
tines, and they plundered their tents. 54And 
David took the head of the Philistine and 
brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his ar- 
mor in his tent. 

55When Saul saw David going out 
against the Philistine, he said to "Abner, the 
commander of the army, “Abner, swhose 
son is this youth?” 

And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O 
king, I do not know.” 

56So the king said, “Inquire whose son 
this young man is.” 

57Then, as David returned from the 
slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him 
and brought him before Saul ‘with the head 
of the Philistine in his hand. 58And Saul 
said to him, “Whose son are you, young 
man?” 

So David answered, ““I am the son of 
your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.” 


Saul Resents David 
1 8 Now when he had finished speaking 
to Saul, ¢the soul of Jonathan was 
knit to the soul of David, ’and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. 2Saul took him 
that day, ‘and would not let him go home 
to his father’s house anymore. ?Then Jona- 
than and David made a ¢covenant, because 
he loved him as his own soul. 4And Jona- 
than took off the robe that was on him and 
gave it to David, with his armor, even to his 
sword and his bow and his belt. 
5So David went out wherever Saul sent 
him, and behaved wisely. And Saul set him 
over the men of war, and he was accepted 
in the sight of all the people and also in the 
sight of Saul’s servants. Now it had hap- 
pened as they were coming home, when 
David was returning from the slaughter of 
the Philistine, that ¢the women had come 
out of all the cities of Israel, singing and 
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dancing, to meet King Saul, with tam- 
bourines, with joy, and with musical in- 
struments. 7So the women fsang as they 
danced, and said: 


s“Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands.” 


8Then Saul was very angry, and the say- 
ing "displeased him; and he said, “They 
have ascribed to David ten thousands, and 
to me they have ascribed only thousands. 
Now what more can he have but ‘the king- 
dom?” 9So Saul eyed David from that day 
forward. 

10And it happened on the next day that 
ithe distressing spirit from God came upon 
Saul, kand he prophesied inside the house. 
So David 'played music with his hand, as 
at other times; “but there was a spear in 
Saul’s hand. "And Saul "cast the spear, for 
he said, “I will pin David to the wall!” But 
David escaped his presence twice. 

12Now Saul was °afraid of David, be- 
cause Pthe LORD was with him, but had 
adeparted from Saul. Therefore Saul re- 
moved him from his presence, and made 
him his captain over a thousand; and "he 
went out and came in before the people. 
14And David behaved wisely in all his ways, 
and sthe LORD was with him. 15Therefore, 
when Saul saw that he behaved very wise- 
ly, he was afraid of him. !6But tall Israel 
and Judah loved David, because he went 
out and came in before them. 


David Marries Michal 

17Then Saul said to David, “Here is my 
older daughter Merab; “I will give her to 
you as a wife. Only be valiant for me, and 
fight vthe LORD’s battles.” For Saul thought, 
w“Let my hand not be against him, but let 
the hand of the Philistines be against him.” 

18S0 David said to Saul, **Who am I, 
and what is my life or my father’s family 
in Israel, that I should be son-in-law to the 
king?” 19But it happened at the time when 
Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have been 
given to David, that she was given to yAdri- 
el the 7Meholathite as a wife. 

20aNow Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved 


* 17:52 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads Gath. 


17:55 whose son is this youth. How does this ques- 
tion fit with the fact that David had been serving as 
a musician in Saul’s court and as Saul’s armorbearer, 
and that Saul “loved him greatly” (16:18-23)? Possibly 
in Saul’s unstable mental condition he did not recall 
David, or perhaps he did not know his name, even 
if he did recognize him. David was not at court full 
time until after he had killed Goliath. It would not be 
unusual for the king to know nothing personal about 
a servant, even a servant he appreciated. 

18:16 he went out and came in before them. David's 
military activities elevated him to prominence before 
the people. 
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David. And they told Saul, and the thing 
pleased him. 2!So Saul said, “I will give her 
to him, that she may be a snare to him, and 
that >the hand of the Philistines may be 
against him.” Therefore Saul said to David 
a second time, ““You shall be my son-in- 
law today.” 

22And Saul commanded his servants, 
“Communicate with David secretly, and 
say, ‘Look, the king has delight in you, and 
all his servants love you. Now therefore, 
become the king’s son-in-law.’” 

23So Saul’s servants spoke those words 
in the hearing of David. And David said, 
“Does it seem to you a light thing to be a 
king’s son-in-law, seeing I am a poor and 
lightly esteemed man?” 24And the servants 
of Saul told him, saying, “In this manner 
David spoke.” 

25Then Saul said, “Thus you shall say to 
David: ‘The king does not desire any ¢dow- 
ry but one hundred foreskins of the Phi- 
listines, to take evengeance on the king’s 
enemies.’” But Saul fthought to make 
David fall by the hand of the Philistines. 
26So when his servants told David these 
words, it pleased David well to become the 
king’s son-in-law. Now sthe days had not 
expired; 27therefore David arose and went, 
he and "his men, and killed two hundred 
men of the Philistines. And ‘David brought 
their foreskins, and they gave them in full 
count to the king, that he might become the 
king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave him Mi- 
chal his daughter as a wife. 

28Thus Saul saw and knew that the LORD 
was with David, and that Michal, Saul’s 
daughter, loved him; 28and Saul was still 
more afraid of David. So Saul became Da- 
vid’s enemy continually. 3°Then the princes 
of the Philistines jwent out to war. And so 
it was, whenever they went out, that David 
kbehaved more wisely than all the servants 
of Saul, so that his name became highly es- 
teemed. 


Saul Persecutes David 
1 Now Saul spoke to Jonathan his 
son and to all his servants, that they 


should kill «David; but Jonathan, Saul’s 
son, >delighted greatly in David. 2So Jona- 
than told David, saying, “My father Saul 
seeks to kill you. Therefore please be on 
your guard until morning, and stay in a se- 
cret place and hide. And I will go out and 
stand beside my father in the field where 
you are, and I will speak with my father 
about you. Then what I observe, I will tell 
cyou.” 

4Thus Jonathan ¢spoke well of David to 
Saul his father, and said to him, “Let not 
the king ¢sin against his servant, against 
David, because he has not sinned against 
you, and because his works have been very 
good toward you. 5For he took his ‘life in 
his hands and £killed the Philistine, and 
nthe LORD brought about a great deliver- 
ance for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. 
iWhy then will you isin against innocent 
blood, to kill David without a cause?” 

6So Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan, 
and Saul swore, “As the LORD lives, he shall 
not be killed.” 7Then Jonathan called Da- 
vid, and Jonathan told him all these things. 
So Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he 
was in his presence Ras in times past. 

8And there was war again; and David 
went out and fought with the Philistines, 
land struck them with a mighty blow, and 
they fled from him. 

INow “the distressing spirit from the 
LORD came upon Saul as he sat in his house 
with his spear in his hand. And David was 
playing music with his hand. !°Then Saul 
sought to pin David to the wall with the 
spear, but he slipped away from Saul’s 
presence; and he drove the spear into the 
wall. So David fled and escaped that night. 

lnSaul also sent messengers to David’s 
house to watch him and to kill him in the 
morning. And Michal, David’s wife, told 
him, saying, “If you do not save your life 
tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.” 12So 
Michal °let David down through a window. 
And he went and fled and escaped. #3And 
Michal took an image and laid it in the bed, 
put a cover of goats’ hair for his head, and 
covered it with clothes. 4So when Saul 


18:25 dowry. A sum of money, about fifty shekels 
(Deut. 22:29), was paid by the bridegroom to the 
father of the bride as economic compensation for the 
loss of a daughter. 

18:30 more wisely than all. David’s wise actions 
contrast significantly with Saul’s foolish actions 
(13:13). 

18:30 Wisdom—David was popular, he had even 
been privately anointed to be the next king, and Saul 
had just thrown a spear at him. Yet David did nothing 
to take justice in his own hands. He remained calm 
and loyal. It is clear that David decided very early in 
the time after he was anointed that if he became 
king, it would have to be totally by the hand of God. 
He would do nothing to destroy the man that God 
had previously anointed king. Historically we can see 
what a very wise choice this was, but it must have 
been very difficult for David to choose the path of 


wisdom when he could have raised the power of the 
people to his side so easily. 

19:11 tomorrow you will be killed. The story of 
David’s escape is alluded to in the title of Psalm 59. 
19:12 Michal let David down through a window. 
Saul had imagined that Michal would be loyal to him 
and a snare to David. But she loved David, and her 
oyalty was to her husband. 
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sent messengers to take David, she said, 
“He is sick.” 

15Then Saul sent the messengers back to 
see David, saying, “Bring him up to me in 
the bed, that I may kill him.” 146And when 
the messengers had come in, there was the 
image in the bed, with a cover of goats’ 
hair for his head. !7Then Saul said to Mi- 
chal, “Why have you deceived me like this, 
and sent my enemy away, so that he has 
escaped?” 

And Michal answered Saul, “He said to 
me, ‘Let me go! PWhy should I kill you?’” 

18So David fled and escaped, and went 
to ¢Samuel at "Ramah, and told him all that 
Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel 
went and stayed in Naioth. 19Now it was 
told Saul, saying, “Take note, David is at 
Naioth in Ramah!” 20Then sSaul sent mes- 
sengers to take David. ‘And when they saw 
the group of prophets prophesying, and 
Samuel standing as leader over them, the 
Spirit of God came upon the messengers 
of Saul, and they also “prophesied. 24And 
when Saul was told, he sent other messen- 
gers, and they prophesied likewise. Then 
Saul sent messengers again the third time, 
and they prophesied also. 22Then he also 
went to Ramah, and came to the great well 
that is at Sechu. So he asked, and said, 
“Where are Samuel and David?” 

And someone said, “Indeed they are 
at Naioth in Ramah.” 23So he went there 
to Naioth in Ramah. Then vthe Spirit of 
God was upon him also, and he went on 
and prophesied until he came to Naioth 
in Ramah. 24v~And he also stripped off his 
clothes and prophesied before Samuel in 
like manner, and lay down «naked all that 
day and all that night. Therefore they say, 
y“Is Saul also among the prophets?”* 


Jonathan's Loyalty to David 
2 Then David fled from Naioth in Ra- 
mah, and went and said to Jonathan, 
“What have I done? What is my iniquity, 
and what is my sin before your father, that 
he seeks my life?” 
2So Jonathan said to him, “By no means! 
You shall not die! Indeed, my father will do 
nothing either great or small without first 
telling me. And why should my father hide 
this thing from me? It is not so!” 
3Then David took an oath again, and 
said, “Your father certainly knows that I 
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have found favor in your eyes, and he has 
said, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest 
he be grieved.’ But ¢truly, as the LORD lives 
and as your soul lives, there is but a step 
between me and death.” 

4So Jonathan said to David, “Whatever 
you yourself desire, I will do it for you.” 

5And David said to Jonathan, “Indeed 
tomorrow is the "New Moon, and I should 
not fail to sit with the king to eat. But let 
me go, that I may chide in the field until 
the third day at evening. ®If your father 
misses me at all, then say, ‘David earnest- 
ly asked permission of me that he might 
run over ¢to Bethlehem, his city, for there 
is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family.’ 
7eIf he says thus: ‘It is well,’ your servant 
will be safe. But if he is very angry, be sure 
that fevil is determined by him. 8Therefore 
you shall ¢deal kindly with your servant, 
for tyou have brought your servant into 
a covenant of the LORD with you. Never- 
theless, ‘if there is iniquity in me, kill me 
yourself, for why should you bring me to 
your father?” 

SBut Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! 
For if I knew certainly that evil was deter- 
mined by my father to come upon you, then 
would I not tell you?” 

10Then David said to Jonathan, “Who 
will tell me, or what if your father answers 
you roughly?” 

And Jonathan said to David, “Come, 
let us go out into the field.” So both of them 
went out into the field. 12Then Jonathan 
said to David: “The LORD God of Israel is 
witness! When I have sounded out my fa- 
ther sometime tomorrow, or the third day, 
and indeed there is good toward David, 
and I do not send to you and tell you, may 
ithe LORD do so and much more to Jona- 
than. But if it pleases my father to do you 
evil, then I will report it to you and send 
you away, that you may go in safety. And 
kthe LORD be with you as He has 'been with 
my father. 4And you shall not only show 
me the kindness of the LORD while I still 
live, that I may not die; !5but ™you shall 
not cut off your kindness from my house 
forever, no, not when the LORD has cut off 
every one of the enemies of David from the 
face of the earth.” 16So Jonathan made a 
covenant with the house of David, saying, 


* 19:24 Compare 1 Samuel 10:12 


20:5 tomorrow is the New Moon. The first day of the 
month, the New Moon, was observed as a religious 
festival (Num. 10:10; 28:11—15). It was celebrated with 
a sacrificial meal and rest from work. 

20:6 yearly sacrifice. Apparently Jesse's family gath- 
ered for a special time of worship during the New 
Moon celebration. 

20:16-17 Love—The love and loyalty displayed by 
Jonathan to David is unparalleled among human 
relationships in the Bible. He was a living example of 
the New Testament phrase, “does not seek its own” 


1 Cor. 13:5). In protecting David from the murderous 
plots of Saul, Jonathan was in reality closing the door 
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314 @ 1 Samuel 20:17 
n“T_et the LORD require it at the hand of Da- 
vid’s enemies.” 

17Now Jonathan again caused David to 
vow, because he loved him; °for he loved 
him as he loved his own soul. 18Then 
Jonathan said to David, »“Tomorrow is 
the New Moon; and you will be missed, 
because your seat will be empty. 18And 
when you have stayed three days, go 
down quickly and come to “the place 
where you hid on the day of the deed; and 
remain by the stone Ezel. 2°Then I will 
shoot three arrows to the side, as though 
I shot at a target; 2Jand there I will send a 
lad, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I ex- 
pressly say to the lad, ‘Look, the arrows are 
on this side of you; get them and come’— 
then, "as the LORD lives, there is safety 
for you and no harm. 22But if I say thus 
to the young man, ‘Look, the arrows are 
beyond you’—go your way, for the LORD 
has sent you away. 28And as for sthe 
matter which you and I have spoken of, 
indeed the LORD be between you and me 
forever.” 

24Then David hid in the field. And when 
the New Moon had come, the king sat 
down to eat the feast. 25Now the king sat 
on his seat, as at other times, on a seat by 
the wall. And Jonathan arose,* and Abner 
sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place was 
empty. 26Nevertheless Saul did not say 
anything that day, for he thought, “Some- 
thing has happened to him; he is unclean, 
surely he is tunclean.” 27And it happened 
the next day, the second day of the month, 
that David’s place was empty. And Saul 
said to Jonathan his son, “Why has the son 
of Jesse not come to eat, either yesterday 
or today?” 

28So Jonathan “answered Saul, “David 
earnestly asked permission of me to go to 
Bethlehem. 29And he said, ‘Please let me 
go, for our family has a sacrifice in the 
city, and my brother has commanded me 
to be there. And now, if I have found favor 
in your eyes, please let me get away and see 
my brothers.’ Therefore he has not come to 
the king’s table.” 

30Then Saul’s anger was aroused 
against Jonathan, and he said to him, “You 
son of a perverse, rebellious woman! Do I 


not know that you have chosen the son of 
Jesse to your own shame and to the shame 
of your mother’s nakedness? 3!For as long 
as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you 
shall not be established, nor your kingdom. 
Now therefore, send and bring him to me, 
for he shall surely die.” 

32And Jonathan answered Saul his fa- 
ther, and said to him, ““Why should he be 
killed? What has he done?” 33Then Saul 
wceast a spear at him to kill him, *by which 
Jonathan knew that it was determined by 
his father to kill David. 

34So Jonathan arose from the table in 
fierce anger, and ate no food the second 
day of the month, for he was grieved for 
David, because his father had treated him 
shamefully. 

35And so it was, in the morning, that 
Jonathan went out into the field at the 
time appointed with David, and a little lad 
was with him. 36Then he said to his lad, 
“Now run, find the arrows which I shoot.” 
As the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond 
him. 37When the lad had come to the place 
where the arrow was which Jonathan had 
shot, Jonathan cried out after the lad and 
said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?” 38And 
Jonathan cried out after the lad, “Make 
haste, hurry, do not delay!” So Jonathan’s 
lad gathered up the arrows and came back 
to his master. 39But the lad did not know 
anything. Only Jonathan and David knew 
of the matter. 49Then Jonathan gave his 
weapons to his lad, and said to him, “Go, 
carry them to the city.” 

41As soon as the lad had gone, David 
arose from a place toward the south, fell 
on his face to the ground, and bowed down 
three times. And they kissed one another; 
and they wept together, but David more 
so. 42Then Jonathan said to David, »“Go 
in peace, since we have both sworn in the 
name of the LORD, saying, ‘May the LORD 
be between you and me, and between your 
descendants and my descendants, forev- 
er.” So he arose and departed, and Jona- 
than went into the city. 


* 20:25 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads he sat across from 
Jonathan. 


to his own possible reign over Israel after his father’s 
death. Jonathan knew this, but his faithfulness to 
David continued until his death on a battlefield 
(1 Sam. 31:2). 

20:16 Let the Lorb require it. Jonathan prayed that 
the Lord would hold David accountable to the obliga- 
tions of the covenant. 

20:30 to the shame of your mother’s nakedness. 
This was a way of saying that Jonathan shamed his 
mother who conceived him by maintaining loyalty 
to David. It was a slur on Jonathan, and a slur on his 
mother. 

20:31 Justice—If David had been taking matters 
into his own hands, and making moves to secure 


the kingdom for himself, perhaps Saul would have 
been justified in seeking David's life. But Saul could 
charge David with no wrongdoing. Saul was enraged 
at David, at Jonathan, and in rebellion against God. 
Because he was driven by anger, Saul could no longer 
see the injustice in his own thinking. 
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David and the Holy Bread 
2 Now David came to Nob, to Ahim- 
elech the priest. And ¢Ahimelech 

was bafraid when he met David, and said 
to him, “Why are you alone, and no one is 
with you?” 

2So David said to Ahimelech the priest, 
“The king has ordered me on some busi- 
ness, and said to me, ‘Do not let anyone 
know anything about the business on 
which I send you, or what I have command- 
ed you.’ And Ihave directed my young men 
to such and such a place. 3Now therefore, 
what have you on hand? Give me five 
loaves of bread in my hand, or whatever 
can be found.” 

4And the priest answered David and 
said, “There is no common bread on hand; 
but there is choly bread, ¢if the young men 
have at least kept themselves from women.” 

5Then David answered the priest, and 
said to him, “Truly, women have been kept 
from us about three days since I came out. 
And the evessels of the young men are holy, 
and the bread is in effect common, even 
though it was consecrated fin the vessel 
this day.” 

6So the priest gave him holy bread; for 
there was no bread there but the show- 
bread "which had been taken from before 
the LORD, in order to put hot bread in its 
place on the day when it was taken away. 

7Now a certain man of the servants of 
Saul was there that day, detained before 
the LoRD. And his name was ‘Doeg, an 
Edomite, the chief of the herdsmen who 
belonged to Saul. 

8And David said to Ahimelech, “Is there 
not here on hand a spear or a sword? For 
I have brought neither my sword nor my 
weapons with me, because the king’s busi- 
ness required haste.” 

9So the priest said, “The sword of 
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Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in 
ithe Valley of Elah, "there it is, wrapped in 
a cloth behind the ephod. If you will take 
that, take it. For there is no other except 
that one here.” 

And David said, “There is none like it; 
give it to me.” 


David Flees to Gath 

10Then David arose and fled that day 
from before Saul, and went to Achish the 
king of Gath. !!And !the servants of Achish 
said to him, “Is this not David the king of 
the land? Did they not sing of him to one 
another in dances, saying: 


mSaul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands’?”* 


122Now David "took these words to heart, 
and was very much afraid of Achish the 
king of Gath. 183So che changed his be- 
havior before them, pretended madness 
in their hands, scratched on the doors of 
the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his 
beard. Then Achish said to his servants, 
“Look, you see the man is insane. Why 
have you brought him to me? 5Have I need 
of madmen, that you have brought this fel- 
low to play the madman in my presence? 
Shall this fellow come into my house?” 


David’s Four Hundred Men 
2 David therefore departed from there 
and “escaped to the cave of Adul- 
lam. So when his brothers and all his 
father’s house heard it, they went down 
there to him. 2¢And everyone who was in 
distress, everyone who was in debt, and 
everyone who was discontented gathered 
to him. So he became captain over them. 


* 21:11 Compare 1 Samuel 18:7 


21:1 Nob. Nob was a Levitical community in Benja- 
min where the tabernacle was located after it was in 
Shiloh. Ahimelech. Ahimelech, the great-grandson 
of Eli, was serving as high priest. 

21:4 no common bread. Ahimelech explained that 
the only bread available was holy bread, sometimes 
called the “showbread,” which had been displayed 
before the Lord in the tabernacle (Ex. 25:30; Lev. 
24:5-9). According to God's law, this bread could be 
eaten only by priests. 

21:6 gave him holy bread. This was the bread that 
had been displayed before the Lord for a week, and 
was removed for fresh bread. In giving the bread to 
David, Ahimelech broke the law, yet in his compas- 
sion he kept the spirit of the law. Jesus referred to this 
incident when He explained to the Pharisees that it 
was all right to pick grain to eat on the Sabbath (Matt. 
12:2-4). 

21:7 detained before the Lorp. Apparently Doeg, 
although he was not an Israelite, was at the taberna- 
cle under a spiritual vow. 

21:10 Gath. Gath was one of the five major cities of 
the Philistines (6:17). 

21:12-13 Achish the king of Gath. These verses 


provide the background for Psalms 34 and 56. In 
Psalm 34 Achish is referred to as Abimelech, which 
was apparently a dynastic title used by the Philistine 
rulers (Gen. 26:1). 

22:1 cave of Adullam. The cave near the city of Adul- 
lam was about ten miles southeast of Gath and six- 
teen miles southwest of Jerusalem. It was here that 
David composed Psalm 142, and possibly Psalm 57. 
22:2 everyone who was in distress ... debt. The 
men who gathered around David were not so much 
taking sides with him as escaping Saul. The sense of 
desolation in Psalm 142:4 reflects David's feeling of 
being all alone. became captain over them. Never- 
theless, David organized them, governed them, and 
made them into a loyal and obedient unit. 
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316 @ 1 Samuel 22:3 
And there were about “four hundred men 
with him. 

3Then David went from there to Mizpah 
of ¢Moab; and he said to the king of Moab, 
“Please let my father and mother come 
here with you, till I know what God will 
do for me.” 4So he brought them before the 
king of Moab, and they dwelt with him all 
the time that David was in the stronghold. 

5Now the prophet ‘Gad said to David, 
“Do not stay in the stronghold; depart, and 
go to the land of Judah.” So David departed 
and went into the forest of Hereth. 


Saul Murders the Priests 

6When Saul heard that David and the 
men who were with him had been dis- 
covered—now Saul was staying in 2Gibe- 
ah under a tamarisk tree in Ramah, with 
his spear in his hand, and all his servants 
standing about him—’then Saul said to his 
servants who stood about him, “Hear now, 
you Benjamites! Will the son of Jesse "give 
every one of you fields and vineyards, and 
make you all captains of thousands and 
captains of hundreds? 8All of you have 
conspired against me, and there is no one 
who reveals to me that ‘my son has made a 
covenant with the son of Jesse; and there 
is not one of you who is sorry for me or re- 
veals to me that my son has stirred up my 
servant against me, to lie in wait, as it is 
this day.” 

SThen answered iDoeg the Edomite, 
who was set over the servants of Saul, and 
said, “I saw the son of Jesse going to Nob, 
to :Ahimelech the son of !‘Ahitub. !9™And 
he inquired of the LorD for him, "gave him 
provisions, and gave him the sword of Go- 
liath the Philistine.” 

So the king sent to call Ahimelech the 
priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his fa- 
ther’s house, the priests who were in Nob. 
And they all came to the king. !2And Saul 
said, “Hear now, son of Ahitub!” 

He answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 

1BThen Saul said to him, “Why have you 
conspired against me, you and the son of 
Jesse, in that you have given him bread 
and a sword, and have inquired of God for 
him, that he should rise against me, to lie 
in wait, as it is this day?” 

4So Ahimelech answered the king and 
said, “And who among all your servants 
is as faithful as David, who is the king’s 
son-in-law, who goes at your bidding, and 
is honorable in your house? !5Did I then be- 
gin to inquire of God for him? Far be it from 


me! Let not the king impute anything to his 
servant, or to any in the house of my father. 
For your servant knew nothing of all this, 
little or much.” 

16And the king said, “You shall sure- 
ly die, Ahimelech, you and all Pyour fa- 
ther’s house!” !7Then the king said to the 
guards who stood about him, “Turn and 
kill the priests of the LORD, because their 
hand also is with David, and because they 
knew when he fled and did not tell it to 
me.” But the servants of the king ¢would 
not lift their hands to strike the priests of 
the LorD. !8And the king said to Doeg, 
“You turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg 
the Edomite turned and struck the priests, 
and killed on that day eighty-five men who 
wore a linen ephod. 19sAlso Nob, the city 
of the priests, he struck with the edge of 
the sword, both men and women, children 
and nursing infants, oxen and donkeys and 
sheep—with the edge of the sword. 

20tNow one of the sons of Ahimelech the 
son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, uescaped 
and fled after David. 21And Abiathar told 
David that Saul had killed the LORD’s 
priests. 22So David said to Abiathar, “I 
knew that day, when Doeg the Edomite 
was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I 
have caused the death of all the persons of 
your father’s house. 23Stay with me; do not 
fear. For he who seeks my life seeks your 
life, but with me you shall be safe.” 


David Saves the City of Keilah 

2 Then they told David, saying, “Look, 
the Philistines are fighting against 

aKeilah, and they are robbing the thresh- 

ing floors.” 

2Therefore David “inquired of the LORD, 
saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philis- 
tines?” 

And the LorD said to David, “Go and at- 
tack the Philistines, and save Keilah.” 

3But David’s men said to him, “Look, we 
are afraid here in Judah. How much more 
then if we go to Keilah against the armies 
of the Philistines?” 4Then David inquired 
of the LORD once again. 

And the LORD answered him and said, 
“Arise, go down to Keilah. For I will deliv- 
er the Philistines into your hand.” 5And 
David and his men went to Keilah and 
cfought with the Philistines, struck them 
with a mighty blow, and took away their 
livestock. So David saved the inhabitants 
of Keilah. 

6Now it happened, when Abiathar the 


22:18 Doeg. Only Doeg, who was a descendant of 
Esau, but not an Israelite, was willing to kill the priests 
of the living God. 

22:22 | have caused the death. David felt respon- 
sible for the death of the priests and their families 
because he knew that he was jeopardizing them 
by receiving help from them. He knew Doeg would 
betray him, and he felt that he should have done 
something to prevent this or to warn the priests. 
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son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, 
that he went down with an ephod in his 
hand. 

7And Saul was told that David had gone 
to Keilah. So Saul said, “God has delivered 
him into my hand, for he has shut himself 
in by entering a town that has gates and 
bars.” 8Then Saul called all the people to- 
gether for war, to go down to Keilah to be- 
siege David and his men. 

§When David knew that Saul plotted 
evil against him, ehe said to Abiathar the 
priest, “Bring the ephod here.” !°Then Da- 
vid said, “O LORD God of Israel, Your ser- 
vant has certainly heard that Saul seeks 
to come to Keilah fto destroy the city for 
my sake. 1! Will the men of Keilah deliver 
me into his hand? Will Saul come down, 
as Your servant has heard? O LORD God of 
Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.” 

And the LorD said, “He will come 
down.” 

122Then David said, “Will the men of Kei- 
lah deliver me and my men into the hand 
of Saul?” 

And the LorD said, “They will deliver 
you.” 

13So0 David and his men, about six hun- 
dred, arose and departed from Keilah and 
went wherever they could go. Then it was 
told Saul that David had escaped from Kei- 
lah; so he halted the expedition. 


David in Wilderness Strongholds 
14And David stayed in strongholds 
in the wilderness, and remained in "the 
mountains in the Wilderness of ‘Ziph. 
Saul jsought him every day, but God did 
not deliver him into his hand. 5So David 
saw that Saul had come out to seek his life. 
And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph 
in a forest.* 16Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, 
arose and went to David in the woods and 
strengthened his hand in God. !7And he 
said to him, #“Do not fear, for the hand of 
Saul my father shall not find you. You shall 
be king over Israel, and I shall be next to 
you. ‘Even my father Saul knows that.” 18So 
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the two of them ™made a covenant before 
the LoRD. And David stayed in the woods, 
and Jonathan went to his own house. 

19Then the Ziphites "came up to Saul at 
Gibeah, saying, “Is David not hiding with 
us in strongholds in the woods, in the hill 
of Hachilah, which is on the south of Jeshi- 
mon? 2°Now therefore, O king, come down 
according to all the desire of your soul to 
come down; and °our part shall be to deliv- 
er him into the king’s hand.” 

21And Saul said, “Blessed are you of the 
LORD, for you have compassion on me. 
22Please go and find out for sure, and see 
the place where his hideout is, and who 
has seen him there. For I am told he is very 
crafty. 23See therefore, and take knowl- 
edge of all the lurking places where he 
hides; and come back to me with certainty, 
and I will go with you. And it shall be, if 
he is in the land, that I will search for him 
throughout all the clans* of Judah.” 

24So they arose and went to Ziph before 
Saul. But David and his men were in the 
Wilderness Pof Maon, in the plain on the 
south of Jeshimon. 25When Saul and his 
men went to seek him, they told David. 
Therefore he went down to the rock, and 
stayed in the Wilderness of Maon. And 
when Saul heard that, he pursued David 
in the Wilderness of Maon. 26Then Saul 
went on one side of the mountain, and 
David and his men on the other side of 
the mountain. “So David made haste to 
get away from Saul, for Saul and his men 
rwere encircling David and his men to 
take them. 

27sBut a messenger came to Saul, say- 
ing, “Hurry and come, for the Philistines 
have invaded the land!” 28Therefore Saul 
returned from pursuing David, and went 
against the Philistines; so they called that 
place the Rock of Escape.* 29Then David 
went up from there and dwelt in strong- 
holds at ‘En Gedi. 


*23:15 Orin Horesh * 23:23 Literally thousands 
* 23:28 Hebrew Sela Hammahlekoth 


23:14 Wilderness of Ziph. This barren region about 
four miles southeast of Hebron had many caves and 
ravines in which David and his men could hide. 
23:16-18 strengthened his hand in God. Visiting 
David was risky, for Saul considered David his enemy. 
Jonathan was treading a narrow line between follow- 
ing his own convictions and obeying his father. He 
had a fervent love for God, and encouraged David to 
continue in his obedient walk with the Lord at a time 
when David must have been feeling very discour- 
aged and alone. 

23:17-18 Love—Love “rejoices in the truth” (1 Cor. 
13:6). Jonathan had the happy faculty of delighting 
in the Lord’s plan. He is never seen comparing his 
role with David's role, but he continually encouraged 
David to live up to the great responsibility that God 
had given him. Jonathan was the kind of friend that 
we all need and seldom find. If we want to put love 


into action, we can look at Jonathan and rejoice with 
our friends over the great favor God has shown them, 
encourage them to remain faithful to their calling, 
and remind them that we will be “next to them,” if 
not in fact, then in prayer. 

23:19 Jeshimon. Jeshimon is the barren wilderness 
of Judah. 

23:19-29 Is David not hiding with us. The back- 
ground for Psalm 54 is David's narrow escape from 
being captured by Saul. 
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David Spares Saul 
2 4 Now it happened, «when Saul had re- 
turned from following the Philistines, 
that it was told him, saying, “Take note! Da- 
vid is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.” 2Then 
Saul took three thousand chosen men from 
all Israel, and »went to seek David and his 
men on the Rocks of the Wild Goats. 3So he 
came to the sheepfolds by the road, where 
there was a cave; and ©Saul went in to @at- 
tend to his needs. (David and his men were 
staying in the recesses of the cave.) 4/Then 
the men of David said to him, “This is the 
day of which the LoRD said to you, ‘Behold, 
I will deliver your enemy into your hand, 
that you may do to him as it seems good to 
you.’” And David arose and secretly cut off 
a corner of Saul’s robe. 5Now it happened 
afterward that #David’s heart troubled 
him because he had cut Saul’s robe. And 
he said to his men, "“The LorD forbid that 
I should do this thing to my master, the 
LORD’s anointed, to stretch out my hand 
against him, seeing he is the anointed of 
the LORD.” 7So David irestrained his ser- 
vants with these words, and did not allow 
them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up 
from the cave and went on his way. 
8David also arose afterward, went out 
of the cave, and called out to Saul, saying, 
“My lord the king!” And when Saul looked 
behind him, David stooped with his face 
to the earth, and bowed down. 9And Da- 
vid said to Saul: “Why do you listen to 
the words of men who say, ‘Indeed David 
seeks your harm’? !0Look, this day your 
eyes have seen that the LORD delivered 
you today into my hand in the cave, and 
someone urged me to kill you. But my eye 
spared you, and I said, ‘I will not stretch 
out my hand against my lord, for he is the 
LORD’s anointed.’ 1!Moreover, my father, 
see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in 
my hand! For in that I cut off the corner 
of your robe, and did not kill you, know 
and see that there is *neither evil nor re- 
bellion in my hand, and J have not sinned 


against you. Yet you ‘hunt my life to take 
it. 2 Let the LORD judge between you and 
me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. But 
my hand shall not be against you. !8As the 
proverb of the ancients says, "‘Wickedness 
proceeds from the wicked.’ But my hand 
shall not be against you. 4After whom has 
the king of Israel come out? Whom do you 
pursue? °A dead dog? PA flea? 5aTherefore 
let the LORD be judge, and judge between 
you and me, and ‘see and splead my case, 
and deliver me out of your hand.” 

16So it was, when David had finished 
speaking these words to Saul, that Saul 
said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” 
And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 
l7uThen he said to David: “You are “more 
righteous than I; for wyou have rewarded 
me with good, whereas I have rewarded 
you with evil. !8And you have shown this 
day how you have dealt well with me; for 
when *the LORD delivered me into your 
hand, you did not kill me. !9For if a man 
finds his enemy, will he let him get away 
safely? Therefore may the LORD reward 
you with good for what you have done to 
me this day. 2°And now ¥I know indeed 
that you shall surely be king, and that the 
kingdom of Israel shall be established in 
your hand. 212Therefore swear now to me 
by the LORD “that you will not cut off my 
descendants after me, and that you will not 
destroy my name from my father’s house.” 

22So David swore to Saul. And Saul went 
home, but David and his men went up to 
bthe stronghold. 


Death of Samuel 

2 Then ¢Samuel died; and the Israelites 
gathered together and “lamented for 

him, and buried him at his home in Ramah. 

And David arose and went down to the 

Wilderness of Paran.* 


* 25:1 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads Maon. 


24:3 sheepfolds. At night shepherds in the wild area 
would gather their sheep into a protective rock enclo- 
sure. A low stone wall would keep the sheep from 
wandering, and the shepherd would position himself 
at the entrance to keep guard. Often a cave with a wall 
built across its mouth served as a sheepcote. 
24:10-12 Mercy—David does not say the words, “I 
forgive you,” in this passage, but he speaks as one 
who has forgiven Saul for his foolish and violent 
acts against himself. A big part of forgiving an unre- 
pentant individual is deliberately putting the whole 
situation in God’s hands, knowing that it is only God 
who can judge rightly. God will vindicate the inno- 
cent, and punish the guilty, if necessary. 

24:12 my hand shall not be against you. David 
knew that the Lord had anointed him to be the king 
to succeed Saul, and Saul knew it too. Saul, probably 
thinking of how he himself would have responded, 
was sure that David would seize power and oust him 
with trickery and violence. David had to prove to Saul 


that he was not going to harm him, and the only way 
to do this was to turn down every opportunity he 
had to kill the king. It was God’s job, and His alone, 
to arrange the transfer of power from Saul to David. 

24:22 David swore to Saul. David agreed to Saul’s 
requests, and he kept his promise (2 Sam. 9:1-13; 
21:1-14), as Saul knew he would. However, David 
had no great confidence in the lasting value of Saul’s 
expressions of remorse, so David remained in hiding. 
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David and the Wife of Nabal 


2Now there was a man 4in Maon whose 
business was in Carmel, and the man was 
very rich. He had three thousand sheep 
and a thousand goats. And he was shear- 
ing his sheep in Carmel. The name of the 
man was Nabal, and the name of his wife 
Abigail. And she was a woman of good un- 
derstanding and beautiful appearance; but 
the man was harsh and evil in his doings. 
He was of the house of fCaleb. 

4When David heard in the wilderness 
that Nabal was “shearing his sheep, 5Da- 
vid sent ten young men; and David said 
to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, go 
to Nabal, and greet him in my name. 
6And thus you shall say to him who lives 
in prosperity: "‘Peace be to you, peace to 
your house, and peace to all that you have! 
7Now I have heard that you have shearers. 
Your shepherds were with us, and we did 
not hurt them, ‘nor was there anything 
missing from them all the while they were 
in Carmel. 8Ask your young men, and they 
will tell you. Therefore let my young men 
find favor in your eyes, for we come on ia 
feast day. Please give whatever comes to 
your hand to your servants and to your son 
David.’” 

9So when David’s young men came, they 
spoke to Nabal according to all these words 
in the name of David, and waited. 

10Then Nabal answered David’s ser- 
vants, and said, “Who is David, and who is 
the son of Jesse? There are many servants 
nowadays who break away each one from 
his master. !Shall I then take my bread 
and my water and my meat that I have 
killed for my shearers, and give it to men 
when I do not know where they are from?” 

12S0 David’s young men turned on their 
heels and went back; and they came and 
told him all these words. !8Then David said 
to his men, “Every man gird on his sword.” 
So every man girded on his sword, and 
David also girded on his sword. And about 
four hundred men went with David, and 
two hundred stayed with the supplies. 

14Now one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David sent 
messengers from the wilderness to greet 
our master; and he reviled them. !5But the 
men were very good to us, and "we were 
not hurt, nor did we miss anything as long 
as we accompanied them, when we were 
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in the fields. !6They were °a wall to us both 
by night and day, all the time we were with 
them keeping the sheep. !7Now therefore, 
know and consider what you will do, for 
pharm is determined against our master 
and against all his household. For he is 
such a 4scoundrel* that one cannot speak 
to him.” 

18Then Abigail made haste and "took 
two hundred loaves of bread, two skins 
of wine, five sheep already dressed, five 
seahs of roasted grain, one hundred clus- 
ters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of 
figs, and loaded them on donkeys. !%And 
she said to her servants, s“Go on before me; 
see, lam coming after you.” But she did not 
tell her husband Nabal. 

20So it was, as she rode on the donkey, 
that she went down under cover of the hill; 
and there were David and his men, coming 
down toward her, and she met them. 21.Now 
David had said, “Surely in vain I have pro- 
tected all that this fellow has in the wilder- 
ness, so that nothing was missed of all that 
belongs to him. And he has trepaid me evil 
for good. 224May God do so, and more also, 
to the enemies of David, if I vleave wone 
male of all who belong to him by morning 
light.” 

23Now when Abigail saw David, she 
xdismounted quickly from the donkey, fell 
on her face before David, and bowed down 
to the ground. 24So she fell at his feet and 
said: “On me, my lord, on me let this iniq- 
uity be! And please let your maidservant 
speak in your ears, and hear the words of 
your maidservant. 25Please, let not my lord 
regard this scoundrel Nabal. For as his 
name is, so is he: Nabal* is his name, and 
folly is with him! But I, your maidservant, 
did not see the young men of my lord whom 
you sent. 26Now therefore, my lord, Yas the 
LORD lives and as your soul lives, since the 
LORD has Zheld you back from coming to 
bloodshed and from “avenging yourself 
with your own hand, now then, »let your 
enemies and those who seek harm for my 
lord be as Nabal. 27And now ¢this present 
which your maidservant has brought to 
my lord, let it be given to the young men 
who follow my lord. 28Please forgive the 
trespass of your maidservant. For “the 


* 25:17 Literally son of Belial 
Fool 


* 25:25 Literally 


25:2 Maon. Located in the Judean hill country, Maon 
was about eight miles south of Hebron. Carmel. 
Carmel was located on the edge of the Judean wil- 
derness, about a mile north of Maon. shearing his 
sheep. Like the times of harvest, sheep shearing was 
a festive occasion. 

25:21 repaid me evil for good. Saul had returned 
David evil for good, and David refrained from retal- 
iation. But Nabal’s insult did not meet with such 
forbearance. David's fierce response is actually a 
response of the natural man, and as such gives an 
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LORD will certainly make for my lord an 
enduring house, because my lord ¢fights 
the battles of the LORD, fand evil is not 
found in you throughout your days. 29 Yet a 
man has risen to pursue you and seek your 
life, but the life of my lord shall be sbound 
in the bundle of the living with the LORD 
your God; and the lives of your enemies 
He shall "sling out, as from the pocket of 
a sling. 30And it shall come to pass, when 
the LORD has done for my lord according to 
all the good that He has spoken concerning 
you, and has appointed you ‘ruler over Is- 
rael, 3!that this will be no grief to you, nor 
offense of heart to my lord, either that you 
have shed blood without cause, or that my 
lord has avenged himself. But when the 
LORD has dealt well with my lord, then re- 
member your maidservant.” 

32Then David said to Abigail: “Blessed 
is the LORD God of Israel, who sent you this 
day to meet me! 33And blessed is your ad- 
vice and blessed are you, because you have 
kkept me this day from coming to blood- 
shed and from avenging myself with my 
own hand. 34For indeed, as the LORD God 
of Israel lives, who has ‘kept me back from 
hurting you, unless you had hurried and 
come to meet me, surely ™by morning light 
no males would have been left to Nabal!” 
35So David received from her hand what 
she had brought him, and said to her, "*Go 
up in peace to your house. See, I have heed- 
ed your voice and “respected your person.” 

36Now Abigail went to Nabal, and there 
he was, Pholding a feast in his house, like 
the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was 
merry within him, for he was very drunk; 
therefore she told him nothing, little or 
much, until morning light. 37So it was, in 
the morning, when the wine had gone from 
Nabal, and his wife had told him these 
things, that his heart died within him, and 
he became like a stone. 38Then it happened, 


after about ten days, that the LORD ¢struck 
Nabal, and he died. 

39So when David heard that Nabal was 
dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD, who 
has spleaded the cause of my reproach from 
the hand of Nabal, and has ‘kept His ser- 
vant from evil! For the LORD has “returned 
the wickedness of Nabal on his own head.” 

And David sent and proposed to Abigail, 
to take her as his wife. 4°When the servants 
of David had come to Abigail at Carmel, 
they spoke to her saying, “David sent us to 
you, to ask you to become his wife.” 

41Then she arose, bowed her face to the 
earth, and said, “Here is your maidservant, 
a servant to ’wash the feet of the servants 
of my lord.” 42So Abigail rose in haste and 
rode on a donkey, attended by five of her 
maidens; and she followed the messengers 
of David, and became his wife. 423David 
also took Ahinoam wof Jezreel, xand so 
both of them were his wives. 

44But Saul had given yMichal his daugh- 
ter, David’s wife, to Palti* the son of Laish, 
who was from 2Gallim. 


David Spares Saul a Second Time 
26 Now the Ziphites came to Saul at 
Gibeah, saying, ““Is David not hid- 
ing in the hill of Hachilah, opposite Jeshi- 
mon?” 2Then Saul arose and went down to 
the Wilderness of Ziph, having three thou- 
sand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek 
David in the Wilderness of Ziph. 3And Saul 
encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is 
opposite Jeshimon, by the road. But David 
stayed in the wilderness, and he saw that 
Saul came after him into the wilderness. 
4David therefore sent out spies, and under- 
stood that Saul had indeed come. 
5So David arose and came to the place 


* 25:44 Spelled Paltiel in 2 Samuel 3:15 


even better understanding of the force of David's 
commitment to restrain his natural response to Saul 
for the sake of his Lord. 

25:29 bound in the bundle of the living with the 
Lorb your God. This metaphor reflects the custom of 
binding valuables in a bundle to protect them from 
injury. The point here is that God cares for His own as 
aman cares for his valuable treasure. 

25:30-31 Prudence—Abigail’s courageous and 
gracious intervention saved not only her own house- 
hold, but all that David had worked so hard to main- 
tain during the years he was a fugitive. It takes more 
strength of character to restrain oneself than to lash 
out and return sting for sting. But the bitterness of 
grief that follows a vicious tongue or a vicious deed is 
a far heavier burden than suffering an injustice. 
25:33 blessed is your advice and blessed are you. 
David responds to the wisdom of Abigail's entreaty, 
and healso shows that he knows she came to him with- 
out regard to personal risk. Abigail laid out the facts 
and David responded to her godly counsel because 
he was accustomed to listening to the Lord, and rec- 
ognized that she was representing God's point of view. 


25:39 the Lorp has returned the wickedness. 
David was very thankful that the Lord had kept 
him from taking revenge on Nabal, for that would 
have been evil. But David was also thankful that 
the Lord, in His justice, had seen fit to punish Nabal. 
For David this would have been a reminder of his 
situation with Saul. David was not to touch the 
Lord’s anointed, and the Lord would indeed at some 
point deal with Saul for trying to take David's life. 
26:2 Ziph. Ziph was 4 miles southeast of Hebron, 
which would have been about 4 or 5 miles from 
Maon, where Nabal lived. 
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where Saul had encamped. And David saw 
the place where Saul lay, and “Abner the 
son of Ner, the commander of his army. 
Now Saul lay within the camp, with the 
people encamped all around him. 6Then 
David answered, and said to Ahimelech 
the Hittite and to Abishai ¢the son of Zerui- 
ah, brother of ¢eJoab, saying, “Who will fgo 
down with me to Saul in the camp?” 

And #Abishai said, “I will go down with 
you.” 

7So David and Abishai came to the peo- 
ple by night; and there Saul lay sleeping 
within the camp, with his spear stuck in 
the ground by his head. And Abner and the 
people lay all around him. 8Then Abishai 
said to David, "“God has delivered your 
enemy into your hand this day. Now there- 
fore, please, let me strike him at once with 
the spear, right to the earth; and I will not 
have to strike him a second time!” 

§SBut David said to Abishai, “Do not 
destroy him; ‘for who can stretch out his 
hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be 
guiltless?” !0David said furthermore, “As 
the LORD lives, ‘the LORD shall strike him, 
or khis day shall come to die, or he shall 
'go out to battle and perish. 1!™The LORD 
forbid that I should stretch out my hand 
against the LORD’s anointed. But please, 
take now the spear and the jug of water 
that are by his head, and let us go.” 12So 
David took the spear and the jug of water 
by Saul’s head, and they got away; and no 
man saw or knew it or awoke. For they 
were all asleep, because "a deep sleep from 
the LORD had fallen on them. 

13Now David went over to the other side, 
and stood on the top of a hill afar off, a 
great distance being between them. And 
David called out to the people and to Abner 
the son of Ner, saying, “Do you not answer, 
Abner?” 


1 Samuel 26:23 @ 321 


Then Abner answered and said, “Who 
are you, calling out to the king?” 

15So David said to Abner, “Are you not a 
man? And who is like you in Israel? Why 
then have you not guarded your lord the 
king? For one of the people came in to de- 
stroy your lord the king. !6This thing that 
you have done is not good. As the LORD 
lives, you deserve to die, because you 
have not guarded your master, the LORD’s 
anointed. And now see where the king’s 
spear is, and the jug of water that was by 
his head.” 

17Then Saul knew David’s voice, and 
said, °“Is that your voice, my son David?” 

David said, “It is my voice, my lord, O 
king.” 18And he said, “Why does my lord 
thus pursue his servant? For what have I 
done, or what evil is in my hand? 1SNow 
therefore, please, let my lord the king hear 
the words of his servant: If the LORD has 
astirred you up against me, let Him accept 
an offering. But if it is the children of men, 
may they be cursed before the LORD, "for 
they have driven me out this day from 
sharing in the ‘inheritance of the LORD, 
saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 29So now, do 
not let my blood fall to the earth before the 
face of the LORD. For the king of Israel has 
come out to seek ‘a flea, as when one hunts 
a partridge in the mountains.” 

21Then Saul said, ““I have sinned. Re- 
turn, my son David. For I will harm you no 
more, because my life was precious in your 
eyes this day. Indeed I have played the fool 
and erred exceedingly.” 

22 And David answered and said, “Here is 
the king’s spear. Let one of the young men 
come over and get it. 23yMay the LORD Yre- 
pay every man for his righteousness and 
his faithfulness; for the LORD delivered you 
into my hand today, but I would not stretch 
out my hand against the LORD’s anointed. 


26:6 Abishai. Abishai was David's nephew (1 Chr. 
2:16). 

26:10 the LorD shall strike him, or... to die. David 
had just been reminded that the Lord could and 
would deal with his enemies, which strengthened 
him for his next encounter with Saul. David had not 
trusted in the value of Saul’s expressions of remorse, 
but it must have been discouraging even so, to be 
faced with the same relentless pursuit, the same 
dogged determination to kill him, even though David 
repeatedly said he would not stretch out his hand 
against Saul, the king who had been anointed by 
God. 

26:19 If the Lor has stirred you up. David knew 
that God could bring adverse events into someone's 
life to turn him to the Lord. If Saul was pursuing David 
because God wanted him to, God would accept a sin 
offering from David. But if men had stirred up Saul 
to kill David, that would be wicked injustice. In that 
case, David had no hesitation in asking God to curse 
them. For in driving David out of his homeland, he 
was effectively cut off from the inheritance of the 
Lord, which would include the land, the blessings on 


the land and people, and the special ways God had 
ordained for worship and sacrifice. 

26:20 partridge. A partridge was known to flee for 
safety by running rather than fighting. David was 
reminding Saul that he was not fighting against the 
king. 

26:23 Righteousness—One mark of a righteous 
person is that he can walk away from a situation 
where he has a golden chance to get in the last kick. 
And as he walks away, he says, “Father, forgive him, 
for he does not know what he is doing.” David never 
ost sight of the fact that this business of being king 
was God's plan, not his own. 
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24 And indeed, as your life was valued much 
this day in my eyes, so let my life be valued 
much in the eyes of the LORD, and let Him 
deliver me out of all tribulation.” 

25Then Saul said to David, “May you be 
blessed, my son David! You shall both do 
great things and also still *prevail.” 

So David went on his way, and Saul re- 
turned to his place. 


David Allied with the Philistines 
2 And David said in his heart, “Now I 
shall perish someday by the hand of 
Saul. There is nothing better for me than 
that I should speedily escape to the land 
of the Philistines; and Saul will despair 
of me, to seek me anymore in any part of 
Israel. So I shall escape out of his hand.” 
2Then David arose ¢and went over with the 
six hundred men who were with him "to 
Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3So 
David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and 
his men, each man with his household, and 
David ‘with his two wives, Ahinoam the 
Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, 
Nabal’s widow. 4And it was told Saul that 
David had fled to Gath; so he sought him 
no more. 
5Then David said to Achish, “If I have 
now found favor in your eyes, let them 
give me a place in some town in the coun- 
try, that I may dwell there. For why should 
your servant dwell in the royal city with 
you?” 6So Achish gave him Ziklag that 
day. Therefore “Ziklag has belonged to the 
kings of Judah to this day. 7Now the time 
that David edwelt in the country of the Phi- 
listines was one full year and four months. 
8And David and his men went up and 
raided ‘the Geshurites, ¢the Girzites,* and 
the "Amalekites. For those nations were 
the inhabitants of the land from of old, 
ias you go to Shur, even as far as the land 
of Egypt. »Whenever David attacked the 


land, he left neither man nor woman alive, 
but took away the sheep, the oxen, the don- 
keys, the camels, and the apparel, and re- 
turned and came to Achish. !“Then Achish 
would say, “Where have you made a raid 
today?” And David would say, “Against 
the southern area of Judah, or against the 
southern area of ithe Jerahmeelites, or 
against the southern area of kthe Kenites.” 
David would save neither man nor wom- 
an alive, to bring news to Gath, saying, 
“Lest they should inform on us, saying, 
‘Thus David did.’” And thus was his be- 
havior all the time he dwelt in the country 
of the Philistines. !2So Achish believed Da- 
vid, saying, “He has made his people Israel 
utterly abhor him; therefore he will be my 
servant forever.” 
28 Now 4it happened in those days that 
the Philistines gathered their armies 

together for war, to fight with Israel. And 
Achish said to David, “You assuredly know 
that you will go out with me to battle, you 
and your men.” 

2So David said to Achish, “Surely you 
know what your servant can do.” 

And Achish said to David, “Therefore I 
will make you one of my chief guardians 
forever.” 


Saul Consults a Medium 

3Now Samuel had died, and all Israel 
had lamented for him and buried him in 
cRamah, in his own city. And Saul had put 
athe mediums and the spiritists out of the 
land. 

4Then the Philistines gathered together, 
and came and encamped at eShunem. So 
Saul gathered all Israel together, and they 
encamped at fGilboa. 5When Saul saw the 
army of the Philistines, he was 2afraid, and 


* 27:8 Or Gezrites 


27:5 give me a place in some town. David was prob- 
ably wanting more independence of movement in 
his own city and freedom from daily involvement 
with Achish’s household and religious practices. This 
request was also a good way to find out how much 
Achish trusted him. If Achish was willing for David to 
live independently, he was not likely to be treating 
David as a spy or enemy. 

27:10 the southern area of Judah. The Negev was a 
dry pastoral region, south of Hebron. 

27:12 he will be my servant forever. It seems that 
David was double dealing with Achish in a way that 
was dishonest, and indeed he was. But Achish was 
not David's friend. He was the sworn enemy of David’s 
people and all that David held dear. Achish intended 
to use David's military expertise for his own ends. This 
account does not say what God, whose very charac- 
ter is truth, thought about David’s strategy. It is clear 
that God continued to protect and bless David during 
this very vulnerable time, and the raiding that David 
had done was continuing the commission the Lord 
had given the Israelites when they first came into the 
land. 


28:2 you know what your servant can do. |n this 
case, David is purposely ambiguous. He states that 
his prowess is well known, without saying that he 
commits this skill to Achish. David could not refuse 
Achish's offer without risking his life. He trusted the 
Lord to rescue him from this compromising situation. 
28:3 Samuel had died. No one could go to Samuel 
for advice or direction from the Lord. mediums and 
the spiritists. The term mediums refers to necroman- 
cers, those who presume to communicate with the 
dead. Spiritists is a general term for those who have 
contact with spirits. In keeping with God's law, per- 
sons associated with necromancy and spiritism had 
been expelled from the land (Ex. 22:18; Lev. 19:31; 
Deut. 18:9-14). 
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his heart trembled greatly. And when Saul 
inquired of the LoRD, "the LORD did not an- 
swer him, either by ‘dreams or iby Urim or 
by the prophets. 

7Then Saul said to his servants, “Find 
me a woman who is a medium, "that I may 
go to her and inquire of her.” 

And his servants said to him, “In fact, 
there is a woman who is a medium at En 
Dor.” 

8So Saul disguised himself and put on 
other clothes, and he went, and two men 
with him; and they came to the woman 
by night. And ‘he said, “Please conduct a 
séance for me, and bring up for me the one 
I shall name to you.” 

§SThen the woman said to him, “Look, 
you know what Saul has done, how he has 
mcut off the mediums and the spiritists 
from the land. Why then do you lay a snare 
for my life, to cause me to die?” 

10And Saul swore to her by the LORD, 
saying, “As the LORD lives, no punishment 
shall come upon you for this thing.” 

UThen the woman said, “Whom shall I 
bring up for you?” 

And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 

12When the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried out with a loud voice. And the wom- 
an spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you 
deceived me? For you are Saul!” 

13And the king said to her, “Do not be 
afraid. What did you see?” 

And the woman said to Saul, “I saw "a 
spirit* ascending out of the earth.” 

14S0 he said to her, “What is his form?” 

And she said, “An old man is coming 
up, and he is covered with °a mantle.” And 
Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he 
stooped with his face to the ground and 
bowed down. 
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1I5Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have 
you disturbed me by bringing me up?” 

And Saul answered, “I am deeply dis- 
tressed; for the Philistines make war 
against me, and 9God has departed from 
me and "does not answer me anymore, nei- 
ther by prophets nor by dreams. Therefore 
Ihave called you, that you may reveal to me 
what I should do.” 

16Then Samuel said: “So why do you ask 
me, seeing the LORD has departed from you 
and has become your enemy? !7And the 
LORD has done for Himself* sas He spoke 
by me. For the LORD has torn the kingdom 
out of your hand and given it to your neigh- 
bor, David. 18‘Because you did not obey the 
voice of the LORD nor execute His fierce 
wrath upon “Amalek, therefore the LORD 
has done this thing to you this day. 19More- 
over the LORD will also deliver Israel with 
you into the hand of the Philistines. And 
tomorrow you and your sons will be with 
vme. The LORD will also deliver the army 
of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.” 

20Immediately Saul fell full length on the 
ground, and was dreadfully afraid because 
of the words of Samuel. And there was no 
strength in him, for he had eaten no food 
all day or all night. 

21And the woman came to Saul and saw 
that he was severely troubled, and said to 
him, “Look, your maidservant has obeyed 
your voice, and I have put my life in my 
hands and heeded the words which you 
spoke to me. 22Now therefore, please, heed 
also the voice of your maidservant, and let 
me set a piece of bread before you; and eat, 
that you may have strength when you go 
on your way.” 


* 28:13 Hebrew elohim 
David 


* 28:17 Or him, that is, 


28:6 when Saul inquired of the Lorb. It sounds as 
if Saul was desperate to hear from the Lord. But he 
had never said, “Whatever You want, Lord, | will do it.” 
Saul knew that he had been rejected by God as king, 
and if he wanted to repent, Saul could have admitted 
to God that he was not fit to be king, and asked God to 
turn the kingdom over to the man of His choice. But 
Saul wanted to be king, and to hear from God, and 
have David ejected, and have the Philistines leave 
him alone, none of which was possible for a man who 
had decided to deliberately disobey the Lord. 
28:7-11 Unfaithfulness—lIt started with disobey- 
ing God's directions about fighting with the Ama- 
lekites, and it ended with a medium. Saul apparently 
never saw himself as a rebel. He knew that the Lord 
had rejected him, but he thought that it was unjust. 
Rejecting God is the beginning of a downward spiral, 
and finally the man who had hounded the mediums 
from the land, was asking one for guidance because 
he had no hope of hearing from God. 

28:10 Saul swore to her by the Lorp. While engag- 
ing in a practice that was essentially a denial of God’s 
control of everything, Saul swore in God’s name that 
he would protect the woman. 

28:12 When the woman saw Samuel. The appearance 


of Samuel has been interpreted in various ways. Some 
think that a demon impersonated Samuel, and others 
think that Saul was tricked into believing it was Sam- 
uel. It seems best to follow the early view that this was 
a genuine appearance of Samuel, which God Himself 
brought about. Several points favor this interpretation. 
The medium herself was surprised and frightened by 
his appearance. Saul identified the figure as Samuel. 
The message Samuel spoke was clearly from God. The 
text says the figure was Samuel. There is no inherent 
difficulty with God bringing back the spirit of Samuel 
from heaven and allowing him to appear to Saul—in 
spite of the woman’s evil profession. 

28:19 with me. The words “with me” refer to the 
grave. This text is not intended to provide a final 
answer concerning Saul’s spiritual status. At the very 
least, it does indicate the reality of life after death. 
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23But he refused and said, “I will not eat.” 

So his servants, together with the wom- 
an, urged him; and he heeded their voice. 
Then he arose from the ground and sat on 
the bed. 24Now the woman had a fatted 
calf in the house, and she hastened to kill 
it. And she took flour and kneaded it, and 
baked unleavened bread from it. 25So she 
brought it before Saul and his servants, 
and they ate. Then they rose and went 
away that night. 


The Philistines Reject David 
2 Then ¢the Philistines gathered to- 
gether all their armies “at Aphek, 

and the Israelites encamped by a fountain 
which is in Jezreel. 2And the ‘lords of the 
Philistines passed in review by hundreds 
and by thousands, but ¢David and his men 
passed in review at the rear with Achish. 
3Then the princes of the Philistines said, 
“What are these Hebrews doing here?” 

And Achish said to the princes of the 
Philistines, “Is this not David, the servant 
of Saul king of Israel, who has been with 
me ¢these days, or these years? And to this 
day I have ffound no fault in him since he 
defected to me.” 

4But the princes of the Philistines were 
angry with him; so the princes of the Phi- 
listines said to him, “Make this fellow 
return, that he may go back to the place 
which you have appointed for him, and do 
not let him go down with us to “battle, lest 
iin the battle he become our adversary. For 
with what could he reconcile himself to his 
master, if not with the heads of these imen? 
5Is this not David, ?of whom they sang to 
one another in dances, saying: 


Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands’?”* 


6Then Achish called David and said to 
him, “Surely, as the LORD lives, you have 
been upright, and "your going out and 
your coming in with me in the army is 
good in my sight. For to this day "I have 
not found evil in you since the day of your 
coming to me. Nevertheless the lords do 


not favor you. 7Therefore return now, and 
go in peace, that you may not displease the 
lords of the Philistines.” 

8So David said to Achish, “But what 
have I done? And to this day what have 
you found in your servant as long as I have 
been with you, that I may not go and fight 
against the enemies of my lord the king?” 

§SThen Achish answered and said to Da- 
vid, “I know that you are as good in my 
sight °as an angel of God; nevertheless ?the 
princes of the Philistines have said, ‘He 
shall not go up with us to the battle.’ “Now 
therefore, rise early in the morning with 
your master’s servants ~who have come 
with you.* And as soon as you are up early 
in the morning and have light, depart.” 

So David and his men rose early to de- 
part in the morning, to return to the land 
of the Philistines. "And the Philistines went 
up to Jezreel. 


David's Conflict with the 
Amalekites 
30 Now it happened, when David and 
his men came to 4Ziklag, on the 
third day, that the Amalekites had invad- 
ed the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag 
and burned it with fire, 2and had taken 
captive the ‘women and those who were 
there, from small to great; they did not kill 
anyone, but carried them away and went 
their way. 3So David and his men came 
to the city, and there it was, burned with 
fire; and their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters had been taken captive. 4Then 
David and the people who were with him 
lifted up their voices and wept, until they 
had no more power to weep. 5And David's 
two ¢wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, 
had been taken captive. §"Now David was 
greatly distressed, for ¢the people spoke 


*29:5 Compare 1 Samuel 18:7 * 29:10 Following 
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint 
adds and go to the place which I have selected for 
you there; and set no bothersome word in your 
heart, for you are good before me. And rise on 
your way. 


29:6 you have been upright. David had not been 
honest with Achish, but he had not turned his hand 
against Achish personally. 

29:7 return. This was the God-orchestrated escape 
from a compromising situation that David was con- 
fident God would provide. go in peace. This farewell 
was more than a courtesy. Achish was releasing David 
from any further obligation that he had incurred 
when Achish had made David his vassal in Ziklag. 
29:9-10 Prudence—Achish saw David as an angel 
of God. There must have been something in the way 
that David conducted himself that showed even a 
pagan Philistine that David belonged to the God of 
Israel, and that this was a good place to be. David 
was being very careful in how he dealt with the 
Philistine. He could not endanger the people who 
depended on him, nor be unfaithful to his Lord. Only 


God can help us when we have to live in such a dif- 
ficult situation. 

30:1 Amalekites. The Amalekites were a nomadic 
people who roamed the dry land south of the hill 
country. For their attack on the Israelites after the 
exodus from Egypt (Ex. 17:8-13), they were placed 
under divine judgment (Deut. 25:19). 


29:191 Sam. 28:1 ©1Sam.4:1  29:2¢1Sam. 

6:4; 7:7 41 Sam. 28:1,2 29:31 Sam. 27:7 fDan. 

6:5 29:491 Sam. 27:6 1 Sam. 14:21 11 Sam. 

29:9 41 Chr. 12:19,20 29:51 Sam. 21:11 /1 Sam. 
18:7 29:6'"2 Sam. 3:25 "1Sam. 29:3 29:992 Sam. 
14:17, 20; 19:27 P1Sam.29:4  29:10491 Chr. 12:19, 

22. 29:11'2Sam.4:4 30:191 Sam. 27:6 1 Sam. 
15:7;27:8 30:2¢1Sam.27:2,3 30:541Sam. 25:42, 
43 30:6°Ex. 17:4 


of stoning him, because the soul of all the 
people was grieved, every man for his sons 
and his daughters. ‘But David strength- 
ened himself in the LORD his God. 

7sThen David said to Abiathar the priest, 
Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod 
here to me.” And "Abiathar brought the 
ephod to David. 8‘So David inquired of the 
LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? 
Shall I overtake them?” 

And He answered him, “Pursue, for you 
shall surely overtake them and without fail 
recover all.” 

9So David went, he and the six hundred 
men who were with him, and came to the 
Brook Besor, where those stayed who were 
left behind. !©But David pursued, he and 
four hundred men; ‘for two hundred stayed 
behind, who were so weary that they could 
not cross the Brook Besor. 

Then they found an Egyptian in the 
field, and brought him to David; and they 
gave him bread and he ate, and they let him 
drink water. 12And they gave him a piece 
of ka cake of figs and two clusters of rai- 
sins. So ‘when he had eaten, his strength 
came back to him; for he had eaten no 
bread nor drunk water for three days and 
three nights. !3Then David said to him, “To 
whom do you belong, and where are you 
from?” 

And he said, “I am a young man from 
Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my 
master left me behind, because three days 
ago I fell sick. 14We made an invasion of the 
southern area of ™the Cherethites, in the 
territory which belongs to Judah, and of 
the southern area "of Caleb; and we burned 
Ziklag with fire.” 

15And David said to him, “Can you take 
me down to this troop?” 

So he said, “Swear to me by God that you 
will neither kill me nor deliver me into the 
hands of my °master, and I will take you 
down to this troop.” 

16And when he had brought him down, 
there they were, spread out over all the 
land, Peating and drinking and dancing, 
because of all the great spoil which they 
had taken from the land of the Philistines 
and from the land of Judah. !7Then David 
attacked them from twilight until the eve- 
ning of the next day. Not a man of them 
escaped, except four hundred young men 
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who rode on camels and fled. !18So David 
recovered all that the Amalekites had 
carried away, and David rescued his two 
wives. !8And nothing of theirs was lacking, 
either small or great, sons or daughters, 
spoil or anything which they had taken 
from them; «David recovered all. 2°Then 
David took all the flocks and herds they 
had driven before those other livestock, 
and said, “This is David’s spoil.” 

21Now David came to the ‘two hundred 
men who had been so weary that they 
could not follow David, whom they also 
had made to stay at the Brook Besor. So 
they went out to meet David and to meet 
the people who were with him. And when 
David came near the people, he greeted 
them. 22Then all the wicked and sworth- 
less men* of those who went with David 
answered and said, “Because they did not 
go with us, we will not give them any of the 
spoil that we have recovered, except for ev- 
ery man’s wife and children, that they may 
lead them away and depart.” 

23But David said, “My brethren, you shall 
not do so with what the LORD has given us, 
who has preserved us and delivered into 
our hand the troop that came against us. 
24For who will heed you in this matter? But 
tas his part is who goes down to the battle, 
so shall his part be who stays by the sup- 
plies; they shall share alike.” 25So it was, 
from that day forward; he made it a statute 
and an ordinance for Israel to this day. 

26Now when David came to Ziklag, he 
sent some of the spoil to the elders of Ju- 
dah, to his friends, saying, “Here is a pres- 
ent for you from the spoil of the enemies of 
the LORD”— 27to those who were in Bethel, 
those who were in “Ramoth of the South, 
those who were in VJattir, 28those who were 
in “Aroer, those who were in xSiphmoth, 
those who were in YEshtemoa, 29those who 
were in Rachal, those who were in the cit- 
ies of 2the Jerahmeelites, those who were 
in the cities of the “Kenites, 3°those who 
were in 6Hormah, those who were in Cho- 
rashan,* those who were in Athach, 3!those 
who were in ©Hebron, and to all the places 
where David himself and his men were ac- 
customed to 4rove. 


* 30:22 Literally men of Belial 
Borashan 


* 30:30 Or 


30:7 ephod. The Urim and Thumim were attached to 
the ephod. The Lord could be consulted by the means 
of the Urim and Thummim, but the Bible does not say 
how this worked. 

30:10 so weary. The weariness of David’s men was 
due to the fact that they had traveled about 80 miles 
from Aphek to Ziklag (29:1; 30:1), only to set off imme- 
diately in pursuit of the Amalekites. 

30:26 sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah. 
This goodwill gesture helped David reestablish his 
relationships among the leaders of Judah after his 
stay in Philistine territory. 

30:31 Hebron. Hebron was a Levitical city, and a city 


of refuge, and it was soon to become David's capital 
2 Sam. 5:3). 
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326 @ 1 Samuel 31:1 
The Tragic End of Saul and His Sons 
31 Now ¢the Philistines fought against 
Israel; and the men of Israel fled 

from before the Philistines, and fell slain 
on Mount >Gilboa. 2Then the Philistines 
followed hard after Saul and his sons. And 
the Philistines killed (Jonathan, Abinadab, 
and Malchishua, Saul’s sons. 3¢4The battle 
became fierce against Saul. The archers 
hit him, and he was severely wounded by 
the archers. 

4eThen Saul said to his armorbearer, 
“Draw your sword, and thrust me through 
with it, lest ‘these uncircumcised men come 
and thrust me through and abuse me.” 

But his armorbearer would not, “for he 
was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a 
sword and "fell on it. 5And when his armor- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell 
on his sword, and died with him. ®So Saul, 
his three sons, his armorbearer, and all his 
men died together that same day. 

7And when the men of Israel who were 
on the other side of the valley, and those 
who were on the other side of the Jordan, 
saw that the men of Israel had fled and that 


Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook 
the cities and fled; and the Philistines came 
and dwelt in them. 8So it happened the next 
day, when the Philistines came to strip the 
slain, that they found Saul and his three 
sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 9And they 
cut off his head and stripped off his armor, 
and sent word throughout the land of the 
Philistines, to ‘proclaim it in the temple of 
their idols and among the people. !%Then 
they put his armor in the temple of the 
kAshtoreths, and 'they fastened his body 
to the wall of "Beth Shan.* 

UnNow when the inhabitants of Jabesh 
Gilead heard what the Philistines had 
done to Saul, !2°all the valiant men arose 
and traveled all night, and took the body 
of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the 
wall of Beth Shan; and they came to Jabesh 
and Pburned them there. !3Then they took 
their bones and “buried them under the 
tamarisk tree at "Jabesh, and fasted seven 
days. 


* 31:10 Spelled Beth Shean in Joshua 17:11 and 
elsewhere 


31:2 Saul and his sons. Saul’s fourth son, Ishbosheth, 
was apparently not present at this battle, since Abner 
promoted him to king after Saul’s death (2 Sam. 
2:8-10). 

31:6 all his men. This does not refer to the whole 
army, but rather to men who were particularly associ- 
ated with Saul, such as his royal body guards. 

31:11 inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead. The inhabitants 
of this town had been delivered from the threats of 
Nahash the Ammonite by Saul in his first military 
campaign as king of Israel (11:1-11). 


31:13 and fasted seven days. |n ancient Israel, fast- 
ing was a way of expressing sorrow in mourning. 
With their fasting, the men of Jabesh showed their 
respect for Israel's first king. 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF 


SAMUEL 


> AUTHOR: No author is mentioned anywhere in this book. Although the tradition- 
al view is that Samuel wrote 2 Samuel, it was probably compiled by one man who 
combined the written chronicles of “Nathan the prophet” and “Gad the seer” (1 Chr. 
29:29). In addition to these written sources, the compiler evidently used another 
source called the “Book of Jasher” (1:18). 

> TIME: c. 1011-971 B.c. > KEY VERSES: 2 Sam. 7:12-13 

> THEME: Second Samuel begins with Saul’s death and David's ascension to the 
throne of Judah. A few years later he becomes the king of all of Israel. During his 
reign there were many problems, most of which can be traced back to David's own 
behavior. He abuses power and plays favorites with his sons. The result is much per- 
sonal sorrow and the seeds of discord that follow in succeeding generations. Sec- 
ond Samuel gives us a full picture of a king, a poet, a soldier, and a sinner who yearns 


after God’s own heart and follows where He leads. 


The Report of Saul’s Death 

Now it came to pass after the “death of 

Saul, when David had returned from 
bthe slaughter of the Amalekites, and Da- 
vid had stayed two days in Ziklag, 2on the 
third day, behold, it happened that «a man 
came from Saul’s camp ¢with his clothes 
torn and dust on his head. So it was, when 
he came to David, that he ¢fell to the ground 
and prostrated himself. 

3And David said to him, “Where have 
you come from?” 

So he said to him, “I have escaped from 
the camp of Israel.” 

4Then David said to him, “How did the 
matter go? Please tell me.” 

And he answered, “The people have fled 
from the battle, many of the people are fall- 
en and dead, and Saul and ¢Jonathan his 
son are dead also.” 

5So David said to the young man who 
told him, “How do you know that Saul and 
Jonathan his son are dead?” 

6Then the young man who told him 
said, “As I happened by chance to be on 
hMount Gilboa, there was ‘Saul, leaning 


on his spear; and indeed the chariots and 
horsemen followed hard after him. 7Now 
when he looked behind him, he saw me 
and called to me. And I answered, ‘Here 
Tam.’ 8And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ 
So I answered him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 
9He said to me again, ‘Please stand over 
me and kill me, for anguish has come upon 
me, but my life still remains in me.’ So 
I stood over him and ‘killed him, because 
I was sure that he could not live after he 
had fallen. And I took the crown that was 
on his head and the bracelet that was on 
his arm, and have brought them here to 
my lord.” 

UTherefore David took hold of his own 
clothes and &tore them, and so did all 
the men who were with him. And they 
lmourned and wept and fasted until eve- 
ning for Saul and for Jonathan his son, for 
the "people of the LORD and for the house 
of Israel, because they had fallen by the 
sword. 

13Then David said to the young man who 
told him, “Where are you from?” 

And he answered, “I am the son of an 
alien, an Amalekite.” 


1:2 clothes torn and dust on his head. Dust or ashes 
on the head, torn clothing, and sackcloth were all 
signs of mourning. 

1:12 fasted. Spiritual fasting is abstaining from food 
to devote time and energy to prayer. Sometimes 
people plan a time of fasting, and sometimes it just 
comes upon them because overwhelming spiritual 
needs supersede all thought of food. This was a time 
of true calamity for Israel, even though it solved a 
problem for David. He was personally very grieved, 
for he had known the man Saul as he could have 


been, and he had lost Jonathan, the best friend he 
would ever have. His future as king seemed assured, 
but the task of uniting the nation would be very dif- 
ficult. 
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M4So David said to him, “How °was it you 
were not Pafraid to ¢put forth your hand to 
destroy the LORD’s anointed?” 15Then "Da- 
vid called one of the young men and said, 
“Go near, and execute him!” And he struck 
him so that he died. !16So David said to him, 
s“Your blood is on your own head, for tyour 
own mouth has testified against you, say- 
ing, ‘I have killed the LORD’s anointed.’” 


The Song of the Bow 

17Then David lamented with this lamen- 
tation over Saul and over Jonathan his son, 
18uand he told them to teach the children 
of Judah the Song of the Bow; indeed it is 
written vin the Book of Jasher: 


19 “The beauty of Israel is slain on your 
high places! 
wHow the mighty have fallen! 
20 xTell it not in Gath, 
Proclaim it not in the streets of 
yAshkelon— 
Lest 2the daughters of the Philistines 
rejoice, 
Lest the daughters of ¢the 
uncircumcised triumph. 


21 “O bmountains of Gilboa, 
cLet there be no dew nor rain upon 
you, 
Nor fields of offerings. 
For the shield of the mighty is cast 
away there! 
The shield of Saul, not anointed with 
oil. 
22 From the blood of the slain, 
From the fat of the mighty, 
eThe bow of Jonathan did not turn 
back, 
And the sword of Saul did not return 
empty. 


23 “Saul and Jonathan were beloved and 
pleasant in their lives, 
And in their fdeath they were not 
divided; 
They were swifter than eagles, 
They were “stronger than lions. 


24 “CQ daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, 
Who clothed you in scarlet, with 
luxury; 


Who put ornaments of gold on your 
apparel. 


25 “How the mighty have fallen in the 
midst of the battle! 
Jonathan was slain in your high 
places. 
26 Tam distressed for you, my brother 
Jonathan; 
You have been very pleasant to me; 
hYour love to me was wonderful, 
Surpassing the love of women. 


27 “Howi the mighty have fallen, 
And the weapons of war perished!” 


David Anointed King of Judah 
It happened after this that David 4in- 
quired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go 

up to any of the cities of Judah?” 

And the LorD said to him, “Go up.” 

David said, “Where shall I go up?” 

And He said, “To Hebron.” 

2So David went up there, and his ctwo 
wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. 
3And David brought up ¢the men who were 
with him, every man with his household. 
So they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 

4eThen the men of Judah came, and there 
they ‘anointed David king over the house of 
Judah. And they told David, saying, *“The 
men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who 
buried Saul.” 5So David sent messengers to 
the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, 
h“You are blessed of the LORD, for you have 
shown this kindness to your lord, to Saul, 
and have buried him. 6And now may ‘the 
LORD show kindness and truth to you. I 
also will repay you this kindness, because 
you have done this thing. 7Now therefore, 
let your hands be strengthened, and be val- 
iant; for your master Saul is dead, and also 
the house of Judah has anointed me king 
over them.” 


Ishbosheth Made King of Israel 

8But iAbner the son of Ner, commander 
of Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth* the son of 
Saul and brought him over to *Mahanaim; 


* 2:8 Called Esh-Baal in 1 Chronicles 8:33 and 9:39 


1:14 the Lorp’s anointed. David's use of the phrase 
“the Lorb’s anointed” indicates that even though Saul 
was his enemy, David honored the position that Saul 
had as God's representative. David repeatedly refused 
to harm Saul because of this (1 Sam. 24:6; 26:9). 

1:15 struck him. The Amalekite had probably been 
hoping for a reward from David. His story was a lie 
(1 Sam. 31), and this lie cost him his life. David's execu- 
tion of the Amalekite was a strong testimony to those 
under his command that he had no part in Saul’s 
death and did not reward it in any way. 

2:5 kindness. David was grateful to the men who had 
shown kindness to Saul. This acknowledgment was 
not an act of politeness, but came from David's own 
heart of compassion. Saul repeatedly demonstrated 


that he considered himself above correction, but 
David was careful to maintain an attitude of kindness 
and humility. 
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Sand he made him king over 'Gilead, 
over the ™Ashurites, over "Jezreel, over 
Ephraim, over Benjamin, and over all Is- 
rael. 10Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, was forty 
years old when he began to reign over Is- 
rael, and he reigned two years. Only the 
house of Judah followed David. "And °the 
time that David was king in Hebron over 
the house of Judah was seven years and 
six months. 


Israel and Judah at War 

12Now Abner the son of Ner, and the ser- 
vants of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went 
out from Mahanaim to PGibeon. And 
aJoab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants 
of David, went out and met them by "the 
pool of Gibeon. So they sat down, one on 
one side of the pool and the other on the 
other side of the pool. !4Then Abner said 
to Joab, “Let the young men now arise and 
compete before us.” 

And Joab said, “Let them arise.” 

15So they arose and went over by num- 
ber, twelve from Benjamin, followers of 
Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve 
from the servants of David. !6And each 
one grasped his opponent by the head 
and thrust his sword in his opponent’s 
side; so they fell down together. Therefore 
that place was called the Field of Sharp 
Swords,* which is in Gibeon. !7So there 
was avery fierce battle that day, and Abner 
and the men of Israel were beaten before 
the servants of David. 

18Now the sthree sons of Zeruiah were 
there: Joab and Abishai and Asahel. And 
Asahel was tas fleet of foot “as a wild ga- 
zelle. !9So Asahel pursued Abner, and in 
going he did not turn to the right hand or 
to the left from following Abner. 

20Then Abner looked behind him and 
said, “Are you Asahel?” 

He answered, “I am.” 

21And Abner said to him, “Turn aside 
to your right hand or to your left, and lay 
hold on one of the young men and take his 
armor for yourself.” But Asahel would not 
turn aside from following him. 22So Abner 
said again to Asahel, “Turn aside from fol- 
lowing me. Why should I strike you to the 
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ground? How then could I face your brother 
Joab?” 23However, he refused to turn aside. 
Therefore Abner struck him vin the stom- 
ach with the blunt end of the spear, so that 
the spear came out of his back; and he fell 
down there and died on the spot. So it was 
that as many as came to the place where 
Asahel fell down and died, stood wstill. 

24Joab and Abishai also pursued Ab- 
ner. And the sun was going down when 
they came to the hill of Ammah, which is 
before Giah by the road to the Wilderness 
of Gibeon. 25Now the children of Benjamin 
gathered together behind Abner and be- 
came a unit, and took their stand on top of 
a hill. 26Then Abner called to Joab and said, 
“Shall the sword devour forever? Do you not 
know that it will be bitter in the latter end? 
How long willit be then until you tell the peo- 
ple to return from pursuing their brethren?” 

27And Joab said, “As God lives, unless 
xyou had spoken, surely then by morning 
all the people would have given up pursu- 
ing their brethren.” 28So Joab blew a trum- 
pet; and all the people stood still and did 
not pursue Israel anymore, nor did they 
fight anymore. 29Then Abner and his men 
went on all that night through the plain, 
crossed over the Jordan, and went through 
all Bithron; and they came to Mahanaim. 

30So Joab returned from pursuing Ab- 
ner. And when he had gathered all the peo- 
ple together, there were missing of David’s 
servants nineteen men and Asahel. 3!But 
the servants of David had struck down, of 
Benjamin and Abner’s men, three hundred 
and sixty men who died. 32Then they took 
up Asahel and buried him in his father’s 
tomb, which was in YBethlehem. And Joab 
and his men went all night, and they came 
to Hebron at daybreak. 

Now there was a long ¢war between the 
house of Saul and the house of David. 

But David grew stronger and stronger, and 
the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker. 


Sons of David 
2Sons were born >to David in Hebron: 
His firstborn was Amnon ‘by Ahinoam 


* 2:16 Hebrew Helkath Hazzurim 


2:18 Joab and Abishai and Asahel. The three 
brothers were David's nephews, children of his sister 
Zeruiah (1 Chr. 2:13-16). 

2:19 Asahel pursued Abner. Asahel did not have a 
personal grudge against Abner. This was a military 
move. If Abner, the chief military leader, was dead, 
Ishbosheth’s power base would dissolve. 

3:1 Strife—Finally David was in a position to push to 
establish his kingdom. It was still a contest of power 
and loyalty. An important question had to be settled: 
Is the king chosen by God? Or is the one who seizes 
the power the king? David knew he had to establish 
himself both politically and militarily, but he wanted 
to show, even in battle, that he trusted God to estab- 
lish his kingdom. 


3:2 Sons were born to David. David began his reign 
in Judah with two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail. His 
wife Michal, the daughter of Saul, had been given to 
another when David fled from Saul. In Hebron David 
married four more wives, in spite of the warning from 
Moses that a king should not “multiply wives for him- 
self” (Deut. 17:17). 
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the Jezreelitess; his second, Chileab, by 
Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite; 
the third, 7Absalom the son of Maacah, the 
daughter of Talmai, king ¢of Geshur; 4the 
fourth, fAdonijah the son of Haggith; the 
fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; 5and 
the sixth, Ithream, by David’s wife Eglah. 
These were born to David in Hebron. 


Abner Joins Forces with David 

6Now it was so, while there was war be- 
tween the house of Saul and the house of 
David, that Abner was strengthening his 
hold on the house of Saul. 

7And Saul had a concubine, whose name 
was £Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. So Ish- 
bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you 
hgone in to my father’s concubine?” 

8Then Abner became very angry at the 
words of Ishbosheth, and said, “Am I ia 
dog’s head that belongs to Judah? Today 
I show loyalty to the house of Saul your 
father, to his brothers, and to his friends, 
and have not delivered you into the hand 
of David; and you charge me today with a 
fault concerning this woman? %’May God 
do so to Abner, and more also, if I do not do 
for David as the LoRD has sworn to him— 
10to transfer the kingdom from the house 
of Saul, and set up the throne of David over 
Israel and over Judah, 'from Dan to Beer- 
sheba.” 11And he could not answer Abner 
another word, because he feared him. 

12Then Abner sent messengers on his 
behalf to David, saying, “Whose is the 
land?” saying also, “Make your covenant 
with me, and indeed my hand shall be with 
you to bring all Israel to you.” 

1B And David said, “Good, I will make a 
covenant with you. But one thing I require 
of you: “you shall not see my face unless 
you first bring "Michal, Saul’s daughter, 
when you come to see my face.” !4So David 
sent messengers to °Ishbosheth, Saul’s son, 
saying, “Give me my wife Michal, whom 


I betrothed to myself ’for a hundred fore- 
skins of the Philistines.” And Ishbosheth 
sent and took her from her husband, from 
Paltiel* the son of Laish. 16Then her hus- 
band went along with her to ¢Bahurim, 
weeping behind her. So Abner said to him, 
“Go, return!” And he returned. 

17Now Abner had communicated with 
the elders of Israel, saying, “In time past 
you were seeking for David to be king over 
you. 18Now then, do it! "For the LORD has 
spoken of David, saying, ‘By the hand of 
My servant David, I* will save My people 
Israel from the hand of the Philistines 
and the hand of all their enemies.’” 8And 
Abner also spoke in the hearing of sBen- 
jamin. Then Abner also went to speak in 
the hearing of David in Hebron all that 
seemed good to Israel and the whole house 
of Benjamin. 

20So Abner and twenty men with him 
came to David at Hebron. And David made 
a feast for Abner and the men who were 
with him. 2!1Then Abner said to David, “I 
will arise and go, and ‘gather all Israel 
to my lord the king, that they may make 
a covenant with you, and that you may 
ureign over all that your heart desires.” 
So David sent Abner away, and he went in 
peace. 


Joab Murders Abner 


22At that moment the servants of David 
and Joab came from a raid and brought 
much spoil with them. But Abner was not 
with David in Hebron, for he had sent him 
away, and he had gone in peace. 23 When 
Joab and all the troops that were with him 
had come, they told Joab, saying, “Abner 
the son of Ner came to the king, and he 
sent him away, and he has gone in peace.” 


* 3:15 Spelled Paltiin 1 Samuel 25:44 *3:18 Fol- 
lowing many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, 
Syriac, and Targum; Masoretic Text reads he. 


3:3 Chileab. Chileab is also called Daniel (1 Chr. 3:1). 
3:5 born to David in Hebron. These six sons, each 
from a different mother, constituted the royal family 
during David's reign over the house of Judah. The 
dynastic lists in Chronicles include four sons of David 
by Bathsheba (1 Chr. 3:5) and nine other sons whose 
mothers are not named (1 Chr. 3:6-8). 

3:7 gone in to my father’s concubine. The royal 
harem was the property of the king’s successor. Tak- 
ing a king’s concubine was tantamount to claiming 
the throne. 

3:8 dog’s head. In the ancient Middle East dogs were 
scavengers, living off dead animals and garbage, 
and were viewed with contempt. Judah. The tribe 
of Judah was the enemy of Ishbosheth. In essence 
Abner was saying, “Do you think | am the scum of the 
enemy?” 

3:13 Michal. David's first wife, Michal (1 Sam. 
18:17-27) was left in Gibeah when David fled from 
Saul’s court (1 Sam. 19:11-27). Saul then gave his 
daughter Michal, perhaps out of spite, to a man 
named Palti (1 Sam. 25:44). This request of David's 


was certainly in line with his rights as a husband who 
had given a proper dowry for his bride, and it was also 
a political statement. He was asserting his power over 
the house of Saul. (See note at 3:7.) 

3:16 her husband went along with her. Michal's 
husband wept. Nothing is said of Michal’s feelings, or 
of David's. A king did not leave his wife with another 
man, for that was in the same category as another 
man taking the king’s concubines. How he, or anyone 
else felt about it, had no bearing on the situation. 
See note at 3:7.) 

3:22 gone in peace. The words “gone in peace” are 
repeated (v. 21), to emphasize that the hostilities 
between David and Abner had been resolved. 
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24Then Joab came to the king and said, 
“What have you done? Look, Abner came 
to you; why is it that you sent him away, 
and he has already gone? 25Surely you 
realize that Abner the son of Ner came to 
deceive you, to know vyour going out and 
your coming in, and to know all that you 
are doing.” 

26A nd when Joab had gone from David’s 
presence, he sent messengers after Abner, 
who brought him back from the well of 
Sirah. But David did not know it. 27Now 
when Abner had returned to Hebron, Joab 
wtook him aside in the gate to speak with 
him privately, and there stabbed him *in 
the stomach, so that he died for the blood 
of yAsahel his brother. 

28Afterward, when David heard it, he 
said, “My kingdom and I are guiltless be- 
fore the LorD forever of the blood of Abner 
the son of Ner. 292Let it rest on the head of 
Joab and on all his father’s house; and let 
there never fail to be in the house of Joab 
one “who has a discharge or is a leper, who 
leans on a staff or falls by the sword, or 
who lacks bread.” 30So Joab and Abishai 
his brother killed Abner, because he had 
killed their brother Asahel at Gibeon in 
the battle. 


David's Mourning for Abner 

31Then David said to Joab and to all the 
people who were with him, °“Tear your 
clothes, ¢gird yourselves with sackcloth, 
and mourn for Abner.” And King David 
followed the coffin. 32So they buried Abner 
in Hebron; and the king lifted up his voice 
and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the 
people wept. 33And the king sang a lament 
over Abner and said: 


“Should Abner die as a ¢fool dies? 
34 Your hands were not bound 
Nor your feet put into fetters; 
As aman falls before wicked men, so 
you fell.” 


Then all the people wept over him again. 
35And when all the people came ‘to per- 
suade David to eat food while it was still 
day, David took an oath, saying, 2“God do 
so to me, and more also, if I taste bread 
or anything else "till the sun goes down!” 
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36Now all the people took note of it, and it 
pleased them, since whatever the king did 
pleased all the people. 37For all the people 
and all Israel understood that day that it 
had not been the king’s intent to kill Ab- 
ner the son of Ner. 38Then the king said 
to his servants, “Do you not know that a 
prince and a great man has fallen this day 
in Israel? 39And I am weak today, though 
anointed king; and these men, the sons of 
Zeruiah, ‘are too harsh for me. iThe LORD 
shall repay the evildoer according to his 
wickedness.” 


Ishbosheth Is Murdered 
When Saul’s son* heard that Abner had 
died in Hebron, ¢he lost heart, and all 
Israel was >troubled. 2Now Saul’s son had 
two men who were captains of troops. The 
name of one was Baanah and the name of 
the other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the 
Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin. (For 
cBeeroth also was part of Benjamin, 3be- 
cause the Beerothites fled to 4Gittaim and 
have been sojourners there until this day.) 
4eJonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who 
was lame in his feet. He was five years old 
when the news about Saul and Jonathan 
came ffrom Jezreel; and his nurse took him 
up and fled. And it happened, as she made 
haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. 
His name was ¢Mephibosheth.* 
5Then the sons of Rimmon the Beeroth- 
ite, Rechab and Baanah, set out and came 
at about the heat of the day to the "house 
of Ishbosheth, who was lying on his bed at 
noon. 6And they came there, all the way 
into the house, as though to get wheat, and 
they stabbed him ‘in the stomach. Then 
Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. 
7For when they came into the house, he 
was lying on his bed in his bedroom; then 
they struck him and killed him, beheaded 
him and took his head, and were all night 
escaping through the plain. 8And they 
brought the head of Ishbosheth to David at 
Hebron, and said to the king, “Here is the 
head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your 
enemy, ‘who sought your life; and the LORD 


*4:1 That is, Ishbosheth *4:4 Called Merib-Baal 
in 1 Chronicles 8:34 and 9:40 


4:8-10 brought the head of Ishbosheth to David. 
Ishbosheth was Jonathan’s brother. Whether or not 
they looked alike, David had no desire to have the 
head of his beloved friend’s brother brought to him 
as a prize. Once again, greed for a reward overcame 
prudence, and the plotters lost their lives on their 
own testimony. 

4:9-12 Strife—Once again David was faced with the 
question: Who was going to establish his kingdom? In 
David's mind the answer could only be “God.” David 
wanted to meet his adversary honestly on the field of 
battle or over a flag of truce, but he would have noth- 
ing to do with murder. There was another compelling 
reason for David to conduct himself honorably. David 


was closely associated with Ishbosheth as the brother 
of his wife and of his best friend, and he did not find it 
easy to be at war with him. 
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has avenged my lord the king this day of 
Saul and his descendants.” 

9But David answered Rechab and 
Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon 
the Beerothite, and said to them, “As the 
LORD lives, kwho has redeemed my life 
from all adversity, !©when 'someone told 
me, saying, ‘Look, Saul is dead,’ thinking 
to have brought good news, I arrested him 
and had him executed in Ziklag—the one 
who thought I would give him a reward for 
his news. '!How much more, when wicked 
men have killed a righteous person in his 
own house on his bed? Therefore, shall I 
not now require his blood at your hand 
and remove you from the earth?” !2So Da- 
vid "commanded his young men, and they 
executed them, cut off their hands and feet, 
and hanged them by the pool in Hebron. 
But they took the head of Ishbosheth and 
buried it in the °tomb of Abner in Hebron. 


David Reigns over All Israel 

Then all the tribes of Israel came to 

David at Hebron and spoke, saying, 
“Indeed >we are your bone and your flesh. 
2Also, in time past, when Saul was king 
over us, you were the one who led Israel 
out and brought them in; and the LoRD said 
to you, 2‘You shall shepherd My people Is- 
rael, and be ruler over Israel.’” 3¢Therefore 
all the elders of Israel came to the king at 
Hebron, fand King David made a covenant 
with them at Hebron sbefore the LORD. 
And they anointed David king over Israel. 
4David was "thirty years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and the reigned forty years. 
5In Hebron he reigned over Judah jseven 
years and six months, and in Jerusalem he 


reigned thirty-three years over all Israel 
and Judah. 


The Conquest of Jerusalem 

6kAnd the king and his men went to 
Jerusalem against 'the Jebusites, the in- 
habitants of the land, who spoke to David, 
saying, “You shall not come in here; but the 
blind and the lame will repel you,” think- 
ing, “David cannot come in here.” 7Never- 
theless David took the stronghold of Zion 
m(that is, the City of David). 

8Now David said on that day, “Whoever 
climbs up by way of the water shaft and de- 
feats the Jebusites (the lame and the blind, 
who are hated by David’s soul), "he shall 
be chief and captain.”* Therefore they say, 
“The blind and the lame shall not come into 
the house.” 

§SThen David dwelt in the stronghold, 
and called it >the City of David. And Da- 
vid built all around from the Millo* and 
inward. 10So David went on and became 
great, and pthe LORD God of hosts was 
with chim. 

UThen "Hiram sking of Tyre sent mes- 
sengers to David, and cedar trees, and car- 
penters and masons. And they built David 
a house. !2So David knew that the LORD 
had established him as king over Israel, 
and that He had texalted His kingdom “for 
the sake of His people Israel. 

13 And vDavid took more concubines and 
wives from Jerusalem, after he had come 
from Hebron. Also more sons and daugh- 
ters were born to David. 4Now vthese are 


*5:8 Compare 1 Chronicles 11:6 
The Landfill 


*5:9 Literally 


4:11 righteous person. Ishbosheth had accepted 
what he considered to be his rightful role as the next 
king after his father, Saul. Apparently, even in David's 
mind, Ishbosheth’s supposition was reasonable. 

5:3 anointed David king over Israel. This was the 
third time that David was anointed as king. The first 
time was in anticipation of his rule (1 Sam. 16:13), the 
second time was acknowledgment of his rule over 
Judah (2:4), and the third time acknowledged his rule 
over the entire nation. 

5:6 went to Jerusalem. The city of Jerusalem was 
strategically located on a hill, just south of Mount 
Moriah, with steep cliffs on all sides except the north, 
making it a natural fortress. It was near the border 
of Judah and Benjamin. Jerusalem became the site 
of the temple, and the place, more than any other 
place on earth, which was identified with the Jewish 
people. It was there that Jesus was crucified, and it is 
there that He will come again (Zech. 14:4). the blind 
and the lame. Jerusalem was so strategically situ- 
ated that the blind and the lame would be enough 
to defeat David. 

5:7 Zion. The word Zion originally applied to the 
Jebusite stronghold, which became the City of David 
after its capture. As the city expanded to the north, 
encompassing Mount Moriah, the temple mount 
came to be called Zion (Ps. 78:68-69). Eventually the 
term was used as a synonym for Jerusalem (Is. 40:9). 


5:8 water shaft. The water tunnel extended about 
230 feet up from the Gihon spring to the top of the 
hill where the Jebusite fortress was situated (2 Chr. 
32:30). The tunnel gave the city a secure water supply 
in the event of a siege. 

5:11 cedar trees. Most buildings in Israel were made 
of stone. The use of cedar added elegance to David's 
palace. 

5:13 took more concubines and wives. These mar- 
tiages probably reflect David's involvement in inter- 
national treaties and alliances which were sealed 
with the marriage of a king's daughter to the other 
participant in the treaty. Concubines, wives who did 
not have the legal rights of a true marriage, were a 
part of a royal harem. The status of kings in ancient 
times was often measured in part by the size of their 
harem. But Israel’s kings had been warned not to 
acquire many wives (Deut. 17:17). 
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the names of those who were born to him 
in Jerusalem: Shammua,* Shobab, Nathan, 
xSolomon, !5Ibhar, Elishua,* Nepheg, Ja- 
phia, !6Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet. 


The Philistines Defeated 

l7yNow when the Philistines heard that 
they had anointed David king over Israel, 
all the Philistines went up to search for 
David. And David heard of it 7and went 
down to the stronghold. !18The Philistines 
also went and deployed themselves in “the 
Valley of Rephaim. 19So David »inquired 
of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go up against 
the Philistines? Will You deliver them into 
my hand?” 

And the LorD said to David, “Go up, for 
I will doubtless deliver the Philistines into 
your hand.” 

20So David went to ‘Baal Perazim, and 
David defeated them there; and he said, 
“The LORD has broken through my ene- 
mies before me, like a breakthrough of 
water.” Therefore he called the name of 
that place Baal Perazim.* 21And they left 
their images there, and David and his men 
dcarried them away. 

22eThen the Philistines went up once 
again and deployed themselves in the 
Valley of Rephaim. 28Therefore fDavid 
inquired of the LORD, and He said, “You 
shall not go up; circle around behind them, 
and come upon them in front of the mul- 
berry trees. 24And it shall be, when you 
shear the sound of marching in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, then you shall ad- 
vance quickly. For then "the LORD will 
go out before you to strike the camp of 
the Philistines.” 25And David did so, as 
the LORD commanded him; and he drove 
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back the Philistines from ‘Geba* as far as 
iGezer. 


The Ark Brought to Jerusalem 

Again David gathered all the choice 

men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2And 
aDavid arose and went with all the people 
who were with him from Baale Judah to 
bring up from there the ark of God, whose 
name is called by the Name,* the LORD of 
Hosts, who dwells between the cherubim. 
3So they set the ark of God on a new cart, 
and brought it out of the house of Abin- 
adab, which was on ¢the hill; and Uzzah 
and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the 
new cart.* 4And they brought it out of “the 
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill, 
accompanying the ark of God; and Ahio 
went before the ark. >Then David and all 
the house of Israel eplayed music before 
the LORD on all kinds of instruments of fir 
wood, on harps, on stringed instruments, 
on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cym- 
bals. 

6And when they came to fNachon’s 
threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand 
to the ark of God and took hold of it, for 
the oxen stumbled. 7Then the anger of 
the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, 
and God struck him there for his er- 
ror; and he died there by the ark of God. 
8And David became angry because of the 


*5:14 Spelled Shimea in 1 Chronicles 3:5 

*5:15 Spelled Elishama in 1 Chronicles 3:6 

* 5:20 Literally Master of Breakthroughs 

*5:25 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads Gibeon. *6:2 Septu- 
agint, Targum, and Vulgate omit by the Name; 
many Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac read there. 
*6:3 Septuagint adds with the ark. 


5:18 Valley of Rephaim. This valley extends south- 
west from Jerusalem toward the coastal plain, and is 
a strategic approach to the city. 

5:21 left their images. The Philistines would have 
regarded their gods as being defeated by the God of 
Israel. 

6:2 Baale Judah. The name means “masters of 
Judah,” and the city was also called Baalah and Kirjath 
Jearim. It was here that the ark had been left after it 
was returned by the Philistines in the days when Sam- 
uel was a young man and there was no king (1 Sam. 
7:1-2). cherubim. Cherubim are angelic beings gen- 
erally regarded as guardians of God's holiness (Ex. 
25:22). 

6:3 set the ark of God on a new cart. The law was 
specific that the ark was to be carried by the sons 
of Kohath, not by a cart or any other vehicle (Ex. 
25:14-15; Num. 7:8-9). 

6:6-8 Respect for the Ark—lt is easy to under- 
stand David’s anger at God. Uzzah’s death seems 
quite unnecessary. It looks like his motives were in 
fact good ones. Reading about this event elicits fear 
and questioning. Why? We can’t see how the punish- 
ment fits the crime. This seems incredibly arbitrary. 
How can we possibly understand the mystery that’s 
involved here? Why such tragedy in the midst of this 
celebration? 


The instructions on handling the ark are found 
in Numbers 4:15,19-20. There it says if you touch the 
holy things you die. We still don’t understand why, 
but obviously there was more to the ark than any- 
body could imagine and no human could control it or 
use it. It was God’s, made to be representative of His 
holiness and glory. God placed such power in the ark 
that a human would be overwhelmed by it. 

We have such a poor sense of the holiness of God 
that we only see this event from our perspective. Fear 
and awe must be a part of a healthy relationship with 
God. While God is love, He is also to be feared. 

6:6 threshing floor. A threshing floor was a place for 
processing grain, separating kernels from the chaff 
(Ruth 3:2). 

6:7 for his error. God had warned His people that not 
even the Kohathites of the tribe of Levi could touch 
the holy objects of the tabernacle. All of the holy 
objects were to be covered by the priests before the 
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LORD’s outbreak against Uzzah; and he 
called the name of the place Perez Uzzah* 
to this day. 

ShDavid was afraid of the LORD that day; 
and he said, “How can the ark of the LORD 
come to me?” 10So David would not move 
the ark of the LORD with him into the ‘City 
of David; but David took it aside into the 
house of Obed-Edom the iGittite. kThe 
ark of the LORD remained in the house of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite three months. And 
the LORD 'blessed Obed-Edom and all his 
household. 

12Now it was told King David, saying, 
“The LORD has blessed the house of Obed- 
Edom and all that belongs to him, because 
of the ark of God.” "So David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the house 
of Obed-Edom to the City of David with 
gladness. And so it was, when "those 
bearing the ark of the LORD had gone six 
paces, that he sacrificed °oxen and fatted 
sheep. 14Then David »danced before the 
LORD with all his might; and David was 
wearing 2a linen ephod. 15"So David and all 
the house of Israel brought up the ark of the 
LORD with shouting and with the sound of 
the trumpet. 

16Now as the ark of the LORD came into 
the City of David, sMichal, Saul’s daughter, 
looked through a window and saw King 
David leaping and whirling before the 
LORD; and she despised him in her heart. 
17So ‘they brought the ark of the LORD, and 
set it in “its place in the midst of the taber- 
nacle that David had erected for it. Then 
David voffered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD. 18And when 
David had finished offering burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings, whe blessed the 
people in the name of the LORD of hosts. 


19xThen he distributed among all the peo- 
ple, among the whole multitude of Israel, 
both the women and the men, to everyone a 
loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of 
raisins. So all the people departed, every- 
one to his house. 

20yThen David returned to bless his 
household. And Michal the daughter of 
Saul came out to meet David, and said, 
“How glorious was the king of Israel to- 
day, zuncovering himself today in the eyes 
of the maids of his servants, as one of the 
abase fellows shamelessly uncovers him- 
self!” 

21So David said to Michal, “It was be- 
fore the LORD, ’who chose me instead of 
your father and all his house, to appoint 
me ruler over the people of the LORD, over 
Israel. Therefore I will play music before 
the LorD. 22And I will be even more undig- 
nified than this, and will be humble in my 
own sight. But as for the maidservants of 
whom you have spoken, by them I will be 
held in honor.” 

23Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul 
had no children ¢to the day of her death. 


God's Covenant with David 

Now it came to pass ¢when the king was 

dwelling in his house, and the LORD 
had given him rest from all his enemies all 
around, 2that the king said to Nathan the 
prophet, “See now, I dwell in °a house of 
cedar, ‘but the ark of God dwells inside tent 
dcurtains.” 

3Then Nathan said to the king, “Go, do 
all that is in your heart, for the LORD is 
with you.” 


*6:8 Literally Outburst Against Uzzah 


sons of Kohath came to carry them so they would not 
“touch any holy thing, lest they die” (Num. 4:15). 

6:10 Obed-Edom. Obed-Edom was a Levite of the 
family of Korah, and later one of the doorkeepers for 
the tabernacle (1 Chr. 15:18,24; 26:4-8). the Gittite. 
He was called the Gittite because he was from the 
Levitical city of Gath Rimmon (Josh. 21:24). 

6:14 linen ephod. The linen ephod was a short 
sleeveless garment worn by priests (1 Sam. 2:18). 
David wore it to honor the Lord because of his wor- 
shipful activities that day (v. 13). 

6:17 the tabernacle that David had erected for it. 
There are no descriptive details of this tent. It is not 
clear exactly what happened to the tabernacle after 
it was moved from Shiloh to Nob (1 Sam. 5; 21:1-5). 
At the time that David bought the threshing floor 
from Araunah (2 Sam. 24:21-25), the tabernacle of 
the Lord, which Moses had made in the wilderness, 
and the altar of burnt offering were in the high place 
of Gibeon (1 Chr. 21:29), which was about six miles 
northwest of Jerusalem. 

6:18-19 peace offerings. A distinctive feature of 
the peace offering was that a portion of it would be 
eaten by the worshiper as a fellowship meal before 
the Lord. 

6:20-23 uncovering himself. The love and respect 


that Michal once had for David was gone. She ridi- 
culed his enthusiasm as he worshiped the Lord, and 
for David that was not an attitude he could overlook. 
It is difficult to comprehend the complexities of a 
marriage where multiple wives and concubines are a 
part of the picture, and the wife is viewed as chattel 
before she is viewed as a person. As in so many places 
in the Bible, the picture is drawn, but without com- 
ment on what God thought. Jesus clarifies this a little 
when He comments on the hardness of hearts, and 
says, “from the beginning it was not so” (Matt. 19:8). 
7:2 Nathan. Nathan was a personal advisor to David. 
As a prophet, he spoke for God, advising David on 
religious matters. He also chronicled the reigns of 
David and Solomon (1 Chr. 29:29). 
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4But it happened that night that the word 
of the LORD came to Nathan, saying, 5“Go 
and tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: f“Would you build a house for Me to 
dwell in? 6For I have not dwelt in a house 
£since the time that I brought the children 
of Israel up from Egypt, even to this day, 
but have moved about in ’a tent and in 
a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have imoved 
about with all the children of Israel, have 
I ever spoken a word to anyone from the 
tribes of Israel, whom I commanded ‘to 
shepherd My people Israel, saying, ‘Why 
have you not built Me a house of cedar?’”’ 
8Now therefore, thus shall you say to My 
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: ®“I took you from the sheepfold, 
from following the sheep, to be ruler over 
My people, over Israel. 9And ‘I have been 
with you wherever you have gone, “and 
have cut off all your enemies from before 
you, and have made you a great name, like 
the name of the great men who are on the 
earth. !°Moreover I will appoint a place 
for My people Israel, and will "plant them, 
that they may dwell in a place of their own 
and move no more; °nor shall the sons of 
wickedness oppress them anymore, as pre- 
viously, !l»since the time that I command- 
ed judges to be over My people Israel, and 
have caused you to rest from all your ene- 
mies. Also the LORD tells you “that He will 
make you a house.* 

12r“When your days are fulfilled and you 
srest with your fathers, ‘I will set up your 
seed after you, who will come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
13uHe shall build a house for My name, and 
I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. !4v] will be his Father, and he shall 
be xMy son. If he commits iniquity, I will 
chasten him with the rod of men and with 
the blows of the sons of men. But My mer- 
cy shall not depart from him, Yas I took it 
from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you. !6And zyour house and your kingdom 
shall be established forever before you.* 
Your throne shall be established forever.”’” 
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17According to all these words and ac- 
cording to all this vision, so Nathan spoke 
to David. 


David's Thanksgiving to God 

18Then King David went in and sat be- 
fore the LORD; and he said: «*Who am I, 
O Lord Gop? And what is my house, that 
You have brought me this far? 18And yet 
this was a small thingin Your sight, O Lord 
Gop; and You have also spoken of Your 
servant’s house for a great while to come. 
bTs this the manner of man, O Lord GoD? 
20Now what more can David say to You? 
For You, Lord Gop, ‘know Your servant. 
21For Your word’s sake, and according to 
Your own heart, You have done all these 
great things, to make Your servant know 
them. 22Therefore ¢You are great, O Lord 
Gop.* For ¢there is none like You, nor is 
there any God besides You, according to all 
that we have heard with our fears. 23And 
who is like Your people, like Israel, sthe 
one nation on the earth whom God went 
to redeem for Himself as a people, to make 
for Himself aname—and to do for Yourself 
great and awesome deeds for Your land— 
before "Your people whom You redeemed 
for Yourself from Egypt, the nations, and 
their gods? 24For ‘You have made Your 
people Israel Your very own people forev- 
er; jand You, LORD, have become their God. 

25“Now, O LORD God, the word which 
You have spoken concerning Your ser- 
vant and concerning his house, establish 
it forever and do as You have said. 26So let 
Your name be magnified forever, saying, 
‘The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel.’ 
And let the house of Your servant David be 
established before You. 27For You, O LORD 
of hosts, God of Israel, have revealed this 
to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a 
house.’ Therefore Your servant has found 
it in his heart to pray this prayer to You. 


*7:11 That is, aroyaldynasty *7:16 Septuagint 
reads Me. *7:22 Targum and Syriac read O LORD 
God. 


7:4-17 The Covenant with David—The Davidic 
covenant contains God's promise to Israel and to 
David. God promised Israel that Palestine would 
always be their place (v. 10). He also promised that 
David would have an unending dynasty and an ever- 
lasting kingdom. This promise is fulfilled in Christ. 
Both Matthew and Luke, in their Gospels, trace Jesus’ 
ancestry back to David. 

7:13 the throne of his kingdom forever. This is not to 
say that Solomon would rule forever. Rather, the right 
to rule, represented by the image of the throne, would 
always belong to his descendants. Further, there 
would always bea male heir who would be able to rule. 
Ultimately this promise is fulfilled in Christ (Matt. 1). 
7:19 for a great while to come. God extended the 
promise concerning David's dynasty far into the 
future. All of human history leads inevitably to the 
rule of Christ on earth. This is its destiny, its prophetic 
fulfillment, the final meaning of all history. 


7:27 prayer. David was a king for God, not for him- 
self. It is not likely that he was totally without pride 
in his position, but he did not seem to be a man who 
was full of himself. His purpose in wanting to build 
the temple was to glorify God whom he loved, not to 
glorify himself. David's prayer of worship and thanks- 
giving is an intimate key that shows how he was able 
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28“And now, O Lord GoD, You are God, 
and ®Your words are true, and You have 
promised this goodness to Your servant. 
29Now therefore, let it please You to bless 
the house of Your servant, that it may con- 
tinue before You forever; for You, O Lord 
Gop, have spoken it, and with Your bless- 
ing let the house of Your servant be blessed 
forever.” 


David’s Further Conquests 
After this it came to pass that David 
attacked the Philistines and subdued 

them. And David took Metheg Ammah 
from the hand of the Philistines. 

2Then che defeated Moab. Forcing them 
down to the ground, he measured them off 
with a line. With two lines he measured off 
those to be put to death, and with one full 
line those to be kept alive. So the Moabites 
became David’s "servants, and ‘brought 
tribute. 

3David also defeated Hadadezer the son 
of Rehob, king of ¢Zobah, as he went to re- 
cover ¢his territory at the River Euphrates. 
4David took from him one thousand chari- 
ots, seven hundred* horsemen, and twenty 
thousand foot soldiers. Also David fham- 
strung all the chariot horses, except that 
he spared enough of them for one hundred 
chariots. 

5sWhen the Syrians of Damascus came to 
help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed 
twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. 6Then 
David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus; 
and the Syrians became David’s servants, 
and brought tribute. So "the LORD pre- 
served David wherever he went. 7And David 
took ‘the shields of gold that had belonged 
to the servants of Hadadezer, and brought 
them to Jerusalem. 8Also from Betah* 
and from ‘Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, 
King David took a large amount of bronze. 

§When Toi* king of *Hamath heard that 
David had defeated all the army of Had- 
adezer, then Toi sent Joram* his son to 
King David, to greet him and bless him, 


because he had fought against Hadadezer 
and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been 
at war with Toi); and Joram brought with 
him articles of silver, articles of gold, and 
articles of bronze. King David also !dedi- 
cated these to the LORD, along with the sil- 
ver and gold that he had dedicated from all 
the nations which he had subdued— from 
Syria,* from Moab, from the people of Am- 
mon, from the Philistines, from Amalek, 
and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of 
Rehob, king of Zobah. 

And David made himself a "name 
when he returned from killing °eighteen 
thousand Syrians* in the Valley of Salt. 
4He also put garrisons in Edom; through- 
out all Edom he put garrisons, and 2all the 
Edomites became David’s servants. And the 
LORD preserved David wherever he went. 


David’s Administration 

15So David reigned over all Israel; and 
David administered judgment and justice 
to all his people. !6"Joab the son of Zeruiah 
was over the army; sJehoshaphat the son 
of Ahilud was recorder; !7*Zadok the son of 
Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar 
were the priests; Seraiah* was the scribe; 
18uBenaiah the son of Jehoiada was over 
both the vCherethites and the Pelethites; 
and David’s sons were chief ministers. 


David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth 
Now David said, “Is there still anyone 
who is left of the house of Saul, that I 

may “show him kindness for Jonathan’s 

sake?” 
2And there was a servant of the house of 


*8:4 Or seven thousand (compare 1 Chronicles 
18:4) *8:8 Spelled Tibhath in 1 Chronicles 

18:8 *8:9 Spelled Tou in 1 Chronicles 18:9 

* 8:10 Spelled Hadoram in 1 Chronicles 18:10 

* 8:12 Septuagint, Syriac, and some Hebrew man- 
uscripts read Edom. *8:13 Septuagint, Syriac, 
and some Hebrew manuscripts read Edomites 
(compare 1 Chronicles 18:12). *8:17 Spelled 
Shavsha in 1 Chronicles 18:16 


to keep himself both willing and trusting as he fol- 
lowed God. 

7:28 You are God, and Your words are true. This is 
David's theme, throughout his life, and this is why he 
was aman after God's heart (1 Sam. 13:14). 

8:2 Moabites. The Moabites were descendants of the 
incestuous relationship between Lot and his older 
daughter (Gen. 19:36-37). 

8:4 hamstrung. David disabled the horses by cutting 
the back sinews of the hind legs to prevent them from 
being used for military activity Josh. 11:6,9). 

8:5 Damascus. Damascus was located at an oasis near 
the foot of the Anti-Lebanon mountains and was one 
of the most strategically located cities of the ancient 
world. Damascus lay at the crossroads of the two main 
international highways: the Via Maris, leading south 
and west to Egypt, and the King’s Highway, leading 
from the east side of the Jordan south to Arabia. 

8:8 Berothai. This city was about 30 miles northwest 
of Damascus. 


8:15 David reigned over all Israel. As a result of 
David's conquests, the sovereignty of Israel extended 
from the Gulf of Aqaba and the River of Egypt to the 
Euphrates River—the very region God had promised 
Abraham (Gen. 15:18). 

9:1-13 kindness. David wrote in Psalm 23:5, “You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies.” And that is just what David did for Mephi- 
bosheth, for the sake of his father Jonathan. Jonathan 
and David had been separated by the hostility that 


7:28‘ John 17:17 7:29!2Sam.22:51  8:2¢Num. 24:17 
62Sam. 12:31 ¢1Kin.4:21 8:341 Sam. 14:47 €2 Sam. 
10:15-19  8:4fJosh.11:6,9 8:591 Kin. 11:23-25 
8:62 Sam. 7:9; 8:14 8:7/1Kin.10:16 8:8/ Ezek. 47:16 
8:9*1Kin.8:65  8:11/1 Kin. 7:51 8:12™2Sam. 
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8:149Gen. 27:29, 37-40 8:16"2 Sam. 19:13; 20:23 

$1 Kin. 4:3 8:17°1 Chr. 6:4-8; 24:3 8:18" 1 Chr. 18:17 
¥1 Sam. 30:14 = 9:191 Sam. 18:3; 20:14-16 


Saul whose name was >Ziba. So when they 
had called him to David, the king said to 
him, “Are you Ziba?” 

He said, “At your service!” 

3Then the king said, “Is there not still 
someone of the house of Saul, to whom I 
may show ‘the kindness of God?” 

And Ziba said to the king, “There is still 
ason of Jonathan who is 4lame in his feet.” 

4So the king said to him, “Where is he?” 

And Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he is 
in the house of eMachir the son of Ammiel, 
in Lo Debar.” 

5Then King David sent and brought him 
out of the house of Machir the son of Am- 
miel, from Lo Debar. 

6Now when /Mephibosheth the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, had come to Da- 
vid, he fell on his face and prostrated him- 
self. Then David said, “Mephibosheth?” 

And he answered, “Here is your ser- 
vant!” 

7So David said to him, “Do not fear, for 
I will surely show you kindness for Jona- 
than your father’s sake, and will restore to 
you all the land of Saul your grandfather; 
and you shall eat bread at my table con- 
tinually.” 

8Then he bowed himself, and said, 
“What is your servant, that you should look 
upon such 2a dead dog as I?” 

9And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s ser- 
vant, and said to him, “I have given to your 
master’s son all that belonged to Saul and 
to all his house. !°You therefore, and your 
sons and your servants, shall work the land 
for him, and you shall bring in the harvest, 
that your master’s son may have food to 
eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s son 
ishall eat bread at my table always.” Now 
Ziba had ‘fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

Then Ziba said to the king, “According 
to all that my lord the king has commanded 
his servant, so will your servant do.” 

“As for Mephibosheth,” said the king, 
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“he shall eat at my table* like one of the 
king’s sons.” 12Mephibosheth had a young 
son kwhose name was Micha. And all who 
dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants 
of Mephibosheth. So Mephibosheth dwelt 
in Jerusalem, !for he ate continually at the 
king’s table. And he ™was lame in both his 
feet. 


The Ammonites and Syrians 
Defeated 
1 It happened after this that the “king 
of the people of Ammon died, and Ha- 
nun his son reigned in his place. 2Then Da- 
vid said, “I will show ’kindness to Hanun 
the son of ¢Nahash, as his father showed 
kindness to me.” 

So David sent by the hand of his ser- 
vants to comfort him concerning his father. 
And David’s servants came into the land of 
the people of Ammon. 3And the princes of 
the people of Ammon said to Hanun their 
lord, “Do you think that David really hon- 
ors your father because he has sent com- 
forters to you? Has David not rather sent 
his servants to you to search the city, to spy 
it out, and to overthrow it?” 

4Therefore Hanun took David’s ser- 
vants, shaved off half of their beards, cut 
off their garments in the middle, ¢at their 
buttocks, and sent them away. 5When 
they told David, he sent to meet them, be- 
cause the men were greatly ashamed. And 
the king said, “Wait at Jericho until your 
beards have grown, and then return.” 

6When the people of Ammon saw that 
they ¢had made themselves repulsive to 
David, the people of Ammon sent and 
hired fthe Syrians of Beth Rehob and the 
Syrians of Zoba, twenty thousand foot sol- 
diers; and from the king of "Maacah one 
thousand men, and from ‘Ish-Tob twelve 


*9:11 Septuagint reads David’s table. 


Saul had for David, and as far as Mephibosheth would 
have understood, David was an enemy to the house 
of Saul. But the bond of love and friendship that 
David and Jonathan had was greater than the hos- 
tility of Saul, and David was faithful to honor those 
bonds. 

9:4 Machir the son of Ammiel. Machir was a man, 
apparently of wealth and position, who extended 
hospitality to David during Absalom’s revolt 
(17:27-29). He showed himself to be a man of kind- 
ness who was willing to help someone in need, even 
if it might not be politically expedient. 

9:11 like one of the king’s sons. David kept his 
promise to Jonathan. The two young men had 
vowed that the Lord would be between them, and 
between their descendants forever (1 Sam. 20:42). It 
was a way of saying that the Lord would always be 
in their relationships with each other, keeping them 
loyal, kind, honest, and willing to bear each other's 
burdens. Now Jonathan's son was provided for as one 
of David's sons. 

10:1 the king of the people of Ammon. The king 


of Ammon was probably the same Nahash who was 
defeated by Saul at Jabesh Gilead (1 Sam. 11:1-11). 
10:2 as his father showed kindness to me. The 
occasion of Nahash’s kindness is not recorded. One 
possibility is that Nahash, an enemy of Saul, had 
given aid to David during his war with Ishbosheth 
(2:8—4:12). 

10:6 Beth Rehob and... Zoba. These two Aramean 
city-states were located north of Israel. Maacah. The 
small Aramean kingdom east of the Jordan was part 
of the territory assigned to the half-tribe of Manasseh 
(Josh. 12:5; 13:11) Ish-Tob. Tob was also an area east of 
the Jordan, but not a part of Israel. (Judg. 11:3). 
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thousand men. 7Now when David heard 
of it, he sent Joab and all the army of ithe 
mighty men. 8Then the people of Ammon 
came out and put themselves in battle ar- 
ray at the entrance of the gate. And the 
Syrians of Zoba, Beth Rehob, Ish-Tob, and 
Maacah were by themselves in the field. 

§When Joab saw that the battle line was 
against him before and behind, he chose 
some of Israel’s best and put them in battle 
array against the Syrians. !9And the rest 
of the people he put under the command of 
'Abishai his brother, that he might set them 
in battle array against the people of Am- 
mon. !!Then he said, “If the Syrians are too 
strong for me, then you shall help me; but if 
the people of Ammon are too strong for you, 
then I will come and help you. !2™Be of good 
courage, and let us "be strong for our peo- 
ple and for the cities of our God. And may 
othe LORD do what is good in His sight.” 

13So0 Joab and the people who were with 
him drew near for the battle against the 
Syrians, and they fled before him. 4When 
the people of Ammon saw that the Syrians 
were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai, 
and entered the city. So Joab returned from 
the people of Ammon and went to ?Jeru- 
salem. 

15When the Syrians saw that they had 
been defeated by Israel, they gathered 
together. 16Then Hadadezer* sent and 
brought out the Syrians who were beyond 
the River,* and they came to Helam. And 
Shobach the commander of Hadadezer’s 
army went before them. !7When it was 
told David, he gathered all Israel, crossed 
over the Jordan, and came to Helam. And 
the Syrians set themselves in battle array 
against David and fought with him. !8Then 
the Syrians fled before Israel; and David 
killed seven hundred charioteers and for- 
ty thousand chorsemen of the Syrians, and 
struck Shobach the commander of their 
army, who died there. !8And when all the 
kings who were servants to Hadadezer* 
saw that they were defeated by Israel, they 
made peace with Israel and "served them. 
So the Syrians were afraid to help the peo- 
ple of Ammon anymore. 


David, Bathsheba, and Uriah 
1 It happened in the spring of the year, 
at the “time when kings go out to bat- 
tle, that David sent Joab and his servants 
with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the people of Ammon and besieged ¢Rab- 
bah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 
2Then it happened one evening that Da- 
vid arose from his bed ¢and walked on the 
roof of the king’s house. And from the roof 
he ¢saw a woman bathing, and the woman 
was very beautiful to behold. 3So David 
sent and inquired about the woman. And 
someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the 
daughter of Eliam, the wife fof Uriah the 
eHittite?” 4Then David sent messengers, 
and took her; and she came to him, and "he 
lay with her, for she was icleansed from her 
impurity; and she returned to her house. 
5And the woman conceived; so she sent 
and told David, and said, “I am with child.” 
6Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send 
me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah 
to David. 7When Uriah had come to him, 
David asked how Joab was doing, and how 
the people were doing, and how the war 
prospered. 8And David said to Uriah, “Go 
down to your house and jwash your feet.” 
So Uriah departed from the king’s house, 
and a gift of food from the king followed 
him. 9But Uriah slept at the *door of the 
king’s house with all the servants of his 
lord, and did not go down to his house. !9So 
when they told David, saying, “Uriah did 
not go down to his house,” David said to 
Uriah, “Did you not come from a journey? 
Why did you not go down to your house?” 
And Uriah said to David, “The ark and 
Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and 
mmy lord Joab and the servants of my lord 
are encamped in the open fields. Shall I 
then go to my house to eat and drink, and to 
lie with my wife? As you live, and as your 
soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 
122Then David said to Uriah, “Wait here 
today also, and tomorrow I will let you 
depart.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem 


* 10:16 Hebrew Hadarezer ¢ That is, the Euphra- 
tes *10:19 Hebrew Hadarezer 


10:8 entrance of the gate. Some cities had mul- 
tiple gates. If attackers broke through one gate, 
they would find another gate in front of them. The 
Ammonites fought near the entrance of the city so 
they could retreat behind the city gates if the battle 
turned against them. The mercenary soldiers were in 
more exposed positions in the field. 

10:10 Abishai. Abishai was one of David's mighty 
men (23:18). He was a brave warrior (1 Sam. 26:6—9) 
and a successful commander (1 Chr. 18:12—13), but 
was impetuous and perhaps even bloodthirsty (16:9; 
19:21). He had played a part in the murder of Abner. 
11:1 in the spring of the year, at the time when 
kings go out to battle. Spring was a good time to 
mount a campaign. They could be assured of good 
weather and an abundance of food along the way. 
11:2 from the roof he saw a woman bathing. She 


was probably in the enclosed courtyard of her home, 
a place of privacy, not visible from the street. 

11:5 the woman conceived. The law commanded 
both parties in an adulterous relationship to be put to 
death (Lev. 20:10). In practice, a woman who became 
pregnant might be forced to bear the shame and 
guilt alone (John 8:1-11). 
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that day and the next. 83Now when David 
called him, he ate and drank before him; 
and he made him "drunk. And at evening 
he went out to lie on his bed °with the ser- 
vants of his lord, but he did not go down to 
his house. 

14Jn the morning it happened that David 
pwrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the 
hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, 
saying, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the 
hottest battle, and retreat from him, that 
he may %be struck down and die.” 16So it 
was, while Joab besieged the city, that he 
assigned Uriah to a place where he knew 
there were valiant men. !7Then the men 
of the city came out and fought with Joab. 
And some of the people of the servants of 
David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also. 

18Then Joab sent and told David all the 
things concerning the war, !%and charged 
the messenger, saying, “When you have 
finished telling the matters of the war to 
the king, 2%1f it happens that the king’s 
wrath rises, and he says to you: ‘Why did 
you approach so near to the city when you 
fought? Did you not know that they would 
shoot from the wall? 21Who struck "Abi- 
melech the son of Jerubbesheth?* Was it 
not a woman who cast a piece of a mill- 
stone on him from the wall, so that he 
died in Thebez? Why did you go near the 
wall?’—then you shall say, ‘Your servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’” 

22So the messenger went, and came and 
told David all that Joab had sent by him. 
23 And the messenger said to David, “Surely 
the men prevailed against us and came out 
to us in the field; then we drove them back 
as far as the entrance of the gate. 24The ar- 
chers shot from the wall at your servants; 
and some of the king’s servants are dead, 
and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
also.” 

25Then David said to the messenger, 
“Thus you shall say to Joab: ‘Do not let this 
thing displease you, for the sword devours 
one as well as another. Strengthen your at- 
tack against the city, and overthrow it.’ So 
encourage him.” 

26When the wife of Uriah heard that 
Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned 
for her husband. 27And when her mourning 
was over, David sent and brought her to his 
house, and she sbecame his wife and bore 
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him a son. But the thing that David had 
done ‘displeased the LORD. 


Nathan’s Parable and David's 


Confession 
1 Then the LoRD sent Nathan to Da- 
vid. And che came to him, and said 

to him: “There were two men in one city, 
one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man 
had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 
3But the poor man had nothing, except one 
little ewe lamb which he had bought and 
nourished; and it grew up together with 
him and with his children. It ate of his own 
food and drank from his own cup and lay 
in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to 
him. 4And a traveler came to the rich man, 
who refused to take from his own flock and 
from his own herd to prepare one for the 
wayfaring man who had come to him; but 
he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared 
it for the man who had come to him.” 

5So David’s anger was greatly aroused 
against the man, and he said to Nathan, 
“As the LORD lives, the man who has done 
this shall surely die! 6And he shall restore 
cfourfold for the lamb, because he did this 
thing and because he had no pity.” 

7Then Nathan said to David, “You are 
the man! Thus says the LorD God of Israel: 
‘I danointed you king over Israel, and I de- 
livered you from the hand of Saul. 8I gave 
you your master’s house and your master’s 
wives into your keeping, and gave you the 
house of Israel and Judah. And if that had 
been too little, I also would have given you 
much more! 9° Why have you ‘despised the 
commandment of the LORD, to do evil in 
His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hit- 
tite with the sword; you have taken his wife 
to be your wife, and have killed him with 
the sword of the people of Ammon. !©Now 
therefore, "the sword shall never depart 
from your house, because you have de- 
spised Me, and have taken the wife of Uri- 
ah the Hittite to be your wife.’ ' Thus says 
the LorD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity 
against you from your own house; and I 
will ‘take your wives before your eyes and 
give them to your neighbor, and he shall 
lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 


* 11:21 Same as Jerubbaal (Gideon), Judges 6:32ff 


11:21 Was it not a woman. The story referred to here 
is recorded in Judges 9:50-55. For a soldier to die at 
the hand of a woman was at best shameful, if not a 
point of ridicule (Judg. 4:17-24). It seems that Joab 
was letting David know that he knew David's real rea- 
sons for wanting Uriah dead. 

12:7 You are the man. |t took courage and a strong 
commitment to the Lord for Nathan to speak these 
words to the king. Nathan's rebuke was centered on 
who the Lord is, and what the Lord expects of His 
servants. It was the word of the Lord that convicted 
David, not the force of Nathan's character or rhetoric. 


12:9 despised the commandment of the Loro. 
David had broken the commandments about covet- 
ing, adultery, and murder (Ex. 20:13-17). The word 
despised means “to think lightly of.” 


11:13 " Gen. 19:33, 35 9°2Sam. 11:9 11:14? 1 Kin. 
21:8,9  11:1592Sam.12:9  11:21"Judg. 9:50-54 
11:27 52 Sam. 12:9 $1. Chr.21:7 12:1 7Ps. 51:title 

©1 Kin. 20:35-41 12:6 ¢[Ex. 22:1] 12:741 Sam. 16:13 
12:91 Sam. 15:19 fNum. 15:31 92 Sam. 11:14-17, 27 
12:10" [Amos 7:9] 12:11/2 Sam. 16:21, 22 


340 @ 2Samuel 12:12 


12For you did it secretly, ‘but I will do this 
thing before all Israel, before the sun.’” 

13kSo David said to Nathan, '“I have 
sinned against the LORD.” 

And Nathan said to David, “The LoRD 
also has ™put away your sin; you shall not 
die. 14However, because by this deed you 
have given great occasion to the enemies 
of the LORD "to blaspheme, the child also 
who is born to you shall surely die.” Then 
Nathan departed to his house. 


The Death of David’s Son 

And the °LoRD struck the child that Uri- 
ah’s wife bore to David, and it became ill. 
16David therefore pleaded with God for the 
child, and David fasted and went in and 
Play all night on the ground. !7So the elders 
of his house arose and went to him, to raise 
him up from the ground. But he would not, 
nor did he eat food with them. 18Then on 
the seventh day it came to pass that the 
child died. And the servants of David were 
afraid to tell him that the child was dead. 
For they said, “Indeed, while the child was 
alive, we spoke to him, and he would not 
heed our voice. How can we tell him that 
the child is dead? He may do some harm!” 

19When David saw that his servants 
were whispering, David perceived that the 
child was dead. Therefore David said to his 
servants, “Is the child dead?” 

And they said, “He is dead.” 

20So David arose from the ground, 
washed and danointed himself, and 
changed his clothes; and he went into the 
house of the LORD and "worshiped. Then 
he went to his own house; and when he re- 
quested, they set food before him, and he 
ate. 21Then his servants said to him, “What 
is this that you have done? You fasted and 
wept for the child while he was alive, but 
when the child died, you arose and ate food.” 

22And he said, “While the child was 
alive, I fasted and wept; sfor I said, ‘Who 
can tell whether the LORD* will be gracious 
to me, that the child may live?’ 23But now he 


is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him 
back again? I shall go ‘to him, but “he shall 
not return to me.” 


Solomon Is Born 

24Then David comforted Bathsheba his 
wife, and went in to her and lay with her. 
So vshe bore a son, and ~he* called his 
name Solomon. Now the LORD loved him, 
25and He sent word by the hand of Nathan 
the prophet: So he* called his name Jedi- 
diah,* because of the LORD. 


Rabbah Is Captured 

26Now xJoab fought against YRabbah of 
the people of Ammon, and took the royal 
city. 27And Joab sent messengers to David, 
and said, “I have fought against Rabbah, 
and I have taken the city’s water supply. 
28Now therefore, gather the rest of the 
people together and encamp against the 
city and take it, lest I take the city and 
it be called after my name.” 29So David 
gathered all the people together and went 
to Rabbah, fought against it, and took it. 
30zThen he took their king’s crown from his 
head. Its weight was a talent of gold, with 
precious stones. And it was set on David’s 
head. Also he brought out the spoil of the 
city in great abundance. 3!And he brought 
out the people who were init, and put them 
to work with saws and iron picks and iron 
axes, and made them cross over to the 
brick works. So he did to all the cities of 
the people of Ammon. Then David and all 
the people returned to Jerusalem. 


Amnon and Tamar 

1 3 After this “Absalom the son of David 
had a lovely sister, whose name was 

bTamar; and «Amnon the son of David 


* 12:22 A few Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac 
read God. *12:24 Following Kethib, Septuagint, 
and Vulgate; Qere, a few Hebrew manuscripts, 
Syriac, and Targum read she. * 12:25 Qere, some 
Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, and Targum read 
she. ¢ Literally Beloved of the LORD 


12:13 | have sinned against the Lor. David did not 
attempt to rationalize his sin or make an excuse for 
himself. A fuller expression of David’s confession is 
found in Psalm 51. you shall not die. David deserved 
death (Lev. 20:10; Num. 35:31-33), but God's grace is 
able to circumvent His own plan for punishment. 
12:14 Adultery—Adultery is forbidden in the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 20:14), and it is not difficult to 
think of along list of the messy problems that accom- 
pany adultery. But adultery is not just a problem 
involving other people. It is also a problem with God. 
It is a direct and deliberate disobedience of a nonne- 
gotiable command. This kind of disobedience is also 
a choice to stop listening to God in other areas—not 
because He won't communicate, but because we 
won't. We don’t want to ask for help because we 
don’t want to hear Him say, “And what about the 
affair with ___?” Adultery is more expensive than 
we can calculate. 


12:24 Solomon. The name Solomon is related to the 
Hebrew word for peace. 

12:25 Jedidiah. The name Jedidiah means “beloved 
of the Lord.” The Hebrew name is related to David's 
name, meaning “beloved.” This name, coming fromthe 
prophet Nathan, surely must have comforted David 
and Bathsheba with assurance of God's forgiveness. 
12:30 a talent of gold. The crown weighed about 75 
pounds. 

13:1 Temptation—Not all temptation is equal. 
Some kinds of temptations are easily squelched, 
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loved her. Amnon was so distressed over 
his sister Tamar that he became sick; for 
she was a virgin. And it was improper for 
Amnon to do anything to her. 3But Amnon 
had a friend whose name was Jonadab 
athe son of Shimeah, David’s brother. Now 
Jonadab was a very crafty man. 4And he 
said to him, “Why are you, the king’s son, 
becoming thinner day after day? Will you 
not tell me?” 

Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my 
brother Absalom’s sister.” 

5So Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on 
your bed and pretend to be ill. And when 
your father comes to see you, say to him, 
‘Please let my sister Tamar come and give 
me food, and prepare the food in my sight, 
that I may see it and eat it from her hand.’” 
6Then Amnon lay down and pretended to 
be ill; and when the king came to see him, 
Amnon said to the king, “Please let Ta- 
mar my sister come and emake a couple 
of cakes for me in my sight, that I may eat 
from her hand.” 

7And David sent home to Tamar, saying, 
“Now go to your brother Amnon’s house, 
and prepare food for him.” 8So Tamar 
went to her brother Amnon’s house; and 
he was lying down. Then she took flour 
and kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, 
and baked the cakes. 9And she took the 
pan and placed them out before him, but 
he refused to eat. Then Amnon said, f“Have 
everyone go out from me.” And they all 
went out from him. !0Then Amnon said to 
Tamar, “Bring the food into the bedroom, 
that I may eat from your hand.” And Ta- 
mar took the cakes which she had made, 
and brought them to Amnon her brother in 
the bedroom. !!Now when she had brought 
them to him to eat, she took hold of her and 
said to her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.” 
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122But she answered him, “No, my broth- 
er, do not force me, for "no such thing 
should be done in Israel. Do not do this 
idisgraceful thing! !3And I, where could I 
take my shame? And as for you, you would 
be like one of the fools in Israel. Now there- 
fore, please speak to the king; ‘for he will 
not withhold me from you.” However, he 
would not heed her voice; and being stron- 
ger than she, he forced her and lay with 
her. 

15Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, 
so that the hatred with which he hated 
her was greater than the love with which 
he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, 
“Arise, be gone!” 

16So she said to him, “No, indeed! This 
evil of sending me away is worse than the 
other that you did to me.” 

But he would not listen to her. 17Then 
he called his servant who attended him, 
and said, “Here! Put this woman out, away 
from me, and bolt the door behind her.” 
18Now she had on 'a robe of many colors, 
for the king’s virgin daughters wore such 
apparel. And his servant put her out and 
bolted the door behind her. 

19Then Tamar put “ashes on her head, 
and tore her robe of many colors that was 
on her, and "laid her hand on her head and 
went away crying bitterly. 20And Absalom 
her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your 
brother been with you? But now hold your 
peace, my sister. He is your brother; do 
not take this thing to heart.” So Tamar re- 
mained desolate in her brother Absalom’s 
house. 

21But when King David heard of all these 
things, he was very angry. 22And Absalom 
spoke to his brother Amnon °neither good 
nor bad. For Absalom Phated Amnon, be- 
cause he had forced his sister Tamar. 


and others must be fought with vigilance and every 
ounce of energy that we have. The battle begins in 
the mind, and one of the first steps in combating 
temptation is to make up one’s mind that the answer 
must be “no.” Once we begin thinking of how nice it 
would be to give in, the temptation has a foothold 
that can grow into full blown sin. God always pro- 
vides a way out, but we have to want to take that 
way (1 Cor. 10:13). 

13:4 I love... my brother Absalom’s sister. Such 
relationships are clearly forbidden in the law (Lev. 
18:9,29; 20:17). The lust that he conceived in his heart 
gave birth to sin, and that sin, when accomplished, 
brought death James 1:15). Amnon did die, but even 
worse, his heart was hardened so that he did not care 
what he had done to Tamar. For her, the price of his 
wickedness was very high. 

13:17 Put this woman out. It is difficult to translate 
the contempt which Amnon had for Tamar. His order 
to his servant suggests the words and tone used 
when asking a servant to dump trash. If she had not 
been his sister, Amnon would have been forced to 
marry her (Deut. 22:28-29). 

13:19 ashes on her head... tore her robe... laid 
her hand on her head. All of these gestures, as 


well as her public weeping, were traditional signs 
of mourning. Amnon had wantonly destroyed her, 
and there was nothing anyone could do to set her 
life right. Women who have been raped often feel 
abandoned by society, and the very people who 
should have protected them are oblivious to their 
need for comfort. Rape is a private crime, and yet it is 
also a very public menace. It is difficult to redress the 
wrongs caused by rape without subjecting the vic- 
tim to more publicity than is comfortable for some- 
one who has already been severely traumatized. 
13:21 very angry. David was angry, but he took no 
steps to discipline his son. Perhaps he felt he could 
not enforce exile on his son (Lev. 18:9,29; 20:17), when 
the Lord had forgiven him in a similar circumstance. 
The big difference between David and Amnon was 
that David acknowledged his sin and was remorseful 
and repentant. 
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Absalom Murders Amnon 

23And it came to pass, after two full 
years, that Absalom “had sheepshearers 
in Baal Hazor, which is near Ephraim; so 
Absalom invited all the king’s sons. 24Then 
Absalom came to the king and said, “Kind- 
ly note, your servant has sheepshearers; 
please, let the king and his servants go 
with your servant.” 

25But the king said to Absalom, “No, 
my son, let us not all go now, lest we be a 
burden to you.” Then he urged him, but he 
would not go; and he blessed him. 

26Then Absalom said, “If not, please let 
my brother Amnon go with us.” 

And the king said to him, “Why should 
he go with you?” 27But Absalom urged him; 
so he let Amnon and all the king’s sons go 
with him. 

28Now Absalom had commanded his ser- 
vants, saying, “Watch now, when Amnon’s 
theart is merry with wine, and when I say to 
you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not 
be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be 
courageous and valiant.” 29So the servants 
of Absalom sdid to Amnon as Absalom had 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, 
and each one got on this mule and fled. 

30And it came to pass, while they were 
on the way, that news came to David, say- 
ing, “Absalom has killed all the king’s sons, 
and not one of them is left!” 31So the king 
arose and “tore his garments and lay on 
the ground, and all his servants stood by 
with their clothes torn. 32Then ~Jonadab 
the son of Shimeah, David’s brother, an- 
swered and said, “Let not my lord suppose 
they have killed all the young men, the 
king’s sons, for only Amnon is dead. For 
by the command of Absalom this has been 
determined from the day that he forced his 
sister Tamar. 33Now therefore, *let not my 
lord the king take the thing to his heart, to 
think that all the king’s sons are dead. For 
only Amnon is dead.” 


Absalom Flees to Geshur 

34vThen Absalom fled. And the young 
man who was keeping watch lifted his eyes 
and looked, and there, many people were 
coming from the road on the hillside be- 
hind him.* 35And Jonadab said to the king, 


“Look, the king’s sons are coming; as your 
servant said, so it is.” 36So it was, as soon 
as he had finished speaking, that the king’s 
sons indeed came, and they lifted up their 
voice and wept. Also the king and all his 
servants wept very bitterly. 

37But Absalom fled and went to 7Talmai 
the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And 
David mourned for his son every day. 38So 
Absalom fled and went to “Geshur, and 
was there three years. 39And King David* 
longed to go to* Absalom. For he had been 
bcomforted concerning Amnon, because 
he was dead. 


Absalom Returns to Jerusalem 
1 4 So Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived 
that the king’s heart was concerned 
aabout Absalom. 2And Joab sent to »Tekoa 
and brought from there a wise woman, and 
said to her, “Please pretend to be a mourn- 
er, cand put on mourning apparel; do not 
anoint yourself with oil, but act like a wom- 
an who has been mourning a long time for 
the dead. 3Go to the king and speak to him 
in this manner.” So Joab “put the words in 
her mouth. 

4And when the woman of Tekoa spoke* 
to the king, she ¢fell on her face to the 
ground and prostrated herself, and said, 
f*Help, O king!” 

5Then the king said to her, “What trou- 
bles you?” 

And she answered, 2“Indeed I am a wid- 
ow, my husband is dead. 6Now your maid- 
servant had two sons; and the two fought 
with each other in the field, and there was 
no one to part them, but the one struck the 
other and killed him. 7And now the whole 
family has risen up against your maid- 
servant, and they said, ‘Deliver him who 
struck his brother, that we may execute 
him "for the life of his brother whom he 


* 13:34 Septuagint adds And the watchman 

went and told the king, and said, “I see men 

from the way of Horonaim, from the regions of 
the mountains.” _* 13:39 Following Masoretic 
Text, Syriac, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads the 
spirit of the king; Targum reads the soul of King 
David. ¢ Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint and Vulgate read ceased to pursue 
after. *14:4 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Septua- 
gint, Syriac, and Vulgate read came. 


13:23 Ephraim. This does not refer to the tribal area, 
but to a city about 13 miles north of Jerusalem (John 
11:54). 

13:29 mule. The mule, the offspring of a donkey and 
a horse, combines the size and strength of a horse 
with the surefootedness and endurance of a donkey. 
Although the Israelites were forbidden to breed such 
hybrids (Lev. 19:19), mules were imported into Israel. 
They were the preferred mount of royalty during this 
period. (18:9; 1 Kin. 1:33). 

13:37 Talmai. Talmai was Absalom’s grandfather, 
the father of David's wife Maacah (3:3). He ruled as 
king of the territory of Geshur, northeast of the Sea 
of Galilee. 


14:7 extinguish my ember which is left. The woman 
used a graphic picture of the extinction of her family. 
The demise of a family name and the end of a surviv- 
ing remnant or family line were crucial matters to the 
Hebrew people. 
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killed; and we will destroy the heir also.’ 
So they would extinguish my ember that is 
left, and leave to my husband neither name 
nor remnant on the earth.” 

8Then the king said to the woman, “Go 
to your house, and I will give orders con- 
cerning you.” 

§And the woman of Tekoa said to the 
king, “My lord, O king, let ‘the iniquity be 
on me and on my father’s house, jand the 
king and his throne be guiltless.” 

10So the king said, “Whoever says any- 
thing to you, bring him to me, and he shall 
not touch you anymore.” 

Then she said, “Please let the king re- 
member the LoRD your God, and do not 
permit kthe avenger of blood to destroy 
anymore, lest they destroy my son.” 

And he said, '“As the LORD lives, not one 
hair of your son shall fall to the ground.” 

12Therefore the woman said, “Please, let 
your maidservant speak another word to 
my lord the king.” 

And he said, “Say on.” 

13S0 the woman said: “Why then have 
you schemed such a thing against "the 
people of God? For the king speaks this 
thing as one who is guilty, in that the 
king does not bring "his banished one 
home again. For we owill surely die and 
become like water spilled on the ground, 
which cannot be gathered up again. Yet 
God does not Ptake away a life; but He 
adevises means, so that His banished ones 
are not expelled from Him. 15Now there- 
fore, I have come to speak of this thing to 
my lord the king because the people have 
made me afraid. And your maidservant 
said, ‘I will now speak to the king; it may 
be that the king will perform the request of 
his maidservant. !6For the king will hear 
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and deliver his maidservant from the hand 
of the man who would destroy me and my 
son together from the "inheritance of God.’ 
17Your maidservant said, ‘The word of my 
lord the king will now be comforting; for 
sas the angel of God, so is my lord the king 
in tdiscerning good and evil. And may the 
LORD your God be with you.’” 

18Then the king answered and said to 
the woman, “Please do not hide from me 
anything that I ask you.” 

And the woman said, “Please, let my lord 
the king speak.” 

19So the king said, “Is the hand of Joab 
with you in all this?” And the woman an- 
swered and said, “As you live, my lord the 
king, no one can turn to the right hand or 
to the left from anything that my lord the 
king has spoken. For your servant Joab 
commanded me, and the put all these 
words in the mouth of your maidservant. 
20To bring about this change of affairs 
your servant Joab has done this thing; but 
my lord is wise, Yaccording to the wisdom 
of the angel of God, to know everything 
that is in the earth.” 

21And the king said to Joab, “All right, 
I have granted this thing. Go therefore, 
bring back the young man Absalom.” 

22Then Joab fell to the ground on his 
face and bowed himself, and thanked the 
king. And Joab said, “Today your servant 
knows that I have found favor in your sight, 
my lord, O king, in that the king has ful- 
filled the request of his servant.” 23So Joab 
arose “and went to Geshur, and brought 
Absalom to Jerusalem. 24And the king 
said, “Let him return to his own house, but 
xdo not let him see my face.” So Absalom 
returned to his own house, but did not see 
the king’s face. 


14:11 avenger of blood. The Hebrew phrase, 
“avenger of blood” or “redeemer of blood” is closely 
related to the term “kinsman redeemer.” The kinsman 
redeemer is the protector of family rights. Here, the 
protector of the family would be expected to bring 
vengeance on one who had taken the life of a family 
member. Cities of refuge had been established under 
Moses for protection from a blood avenger in cases 
where the killing was accidental (Num. 35:9-34). 
14:14 Restoration—The wise woman from Tekoa 
spoke compellingly of Absalom’s (the banished one’s) 
need to make things right with God. David, whose 
heart was leaning toward his son, was touched, and 
he brought Absalom back. But no restoration took 
place. Neither Absalom nor David discussed how they 
had failed to seek justice according to law in the case 
of Amnon and Tamar. Restoration is only possible if 
we are willing to look sin in the face and acknowledge 
the need to repent before God and turn to new and 
righteous ways. 

It is difficult to know exactly what the woman is 
saying to David, because she is speaking with dou- 
ble meanings. On the surface is her made-up story, 
which is supposed to speak allegorically to David. In 
this instance she is referring to the fact that because 
“her son” did not kill “his brother” in premeditated 


murder, he should have found safety in a city of 
refuge. Absalom, however, did kill his brother in 
premeditated murder. The mitigating factor is that 
Amnon should have been banished for his rape of 
Tamar, and the king, Tamar's first protector, had done 
nothing. Absalom was the next in line as near relative 
of Tamar, so there was some justice in his desire to 
bring Amnon to account. 

14:19 hand of Joab. The exact extent of the game 
Joab was playing is not explained. Joab had been 
a difficult force in David's life (13:37-39). Joab had 
killed Abner in a way that David considered unjust, 
and it was Joab who arranged Uriah’s death for David. 
These factors, and the fact that Joab was in some way 
sponsoring Absalom’s return, made the relationship 
between David and Joab uneasy. The old trust was 
gone. 

14:24 do not let him see my face. Absalom was 
allowed to return, but his position was not restored. 
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David Forgives Absalom 

25Now in all Israel there was no one who 
was praised as much as Absalom for his 
good looks. yFrom the sole of his foot to 
the crown of his head there was no blem- 
ish in him. 26And when he cut the hair of 
his head—at the end of every year he cut it 
because it was heavy on him—when he cut 
it, he weighed the hair of his head at two 
hundred shekels according to the king’s 
standard. 277To Absalom were born three 
sons, and one daughter whose name was 
Tamar. She was a woman of beautiful ap- 
pearance. 

28And Absalom dwelt two full years in 
Jerusalem, “but did not see the king’s face. 
29Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to send 
him to the king, but he would not come to 
him. And when he sent again the second 
time, he would not come. 39So he said to 
his servants, “See, Joab’s field is near mine, 
and he has barley there; go and set it on 
fire.” And Absalom’s servants set the field 
on fire. 

31Then Joab arose and came to Absa- 
lom’s house, and said to him, “Why have 
your servants set my field on fire?” 

32And Absalom answered Joab, “Look, 
I sent to you, saying, ‘Come here, so that 
I may send you to the king, to say, “Why 
have I come from Geshur? It would be bet- 
ter for me to be there still.”’ Now therefore, 
let me see the king’s face; but if there is 
iniquity in me, let him execute me.” 

33So0 Joab went to the king and told him. 
And when he had called for Absalom, he 
came to the king and bowed himself on his 
face to the ground before the king. Then 
the king ‘kissed Absalom. 


Absalom’s Treason 

15 After this 4it happened that Absa- 
lom »provided himself with chariots 

and horses, and fifty men to run before 

him. 2Now Absalom would rise early and 


stand beside the way to the gate. So it 
was, whenever anyone who had a ‘lawsuit 
came to the king for a decision, that Absa- 
lom would call to him and say, “What city 
are you from?” And he would say, “Your 
servant is from such and such a tribe of 
Israel.” 3Then Absalom would say to him, 
“Look, your case is good and right; but 
there is no deputy of the king to hear you.” 
4Moreover Absalom would say, “Oh, that I 
were made judge in the land, and everyone 
who has any suit or cause would come to 
me; then I would give him justice.” 5And 
so it was, whenever anyone came near to 
bow down to him, that he would put out 
his hand and take him and ekiss him. §In 
this manner Absalom acted toward all Is- 
rael who came to the king for judgment. 
fSo Absalom stole the hearts of the men 
of Israel. 

7Now it came to pass after forty* years 
that Absalom said to the king, “Please, let 
me go to "Hebron and pay the vow which I 
made to the LORD. 8'For your servant ‘took 
a vow Fwhile I dwelt at Geshur in Syria, 
saying, ‘If the LORD indeed brings me back 
to Jerusalem, then I will serve the LORD.’” 

9And the king said to him, “Go in peace.” 
So he arose and went to Hebron. 

10Then Absalom sent spies through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As 
soon as you hear the sound of the trum- 
pet, then you shall say, ‘Absalom reigns 
in Hebron!’” “And with Absalom went 
two hundred men “invited from Jeru- 
salem, and they "went along innocently 
and did not know anything. !12Then Ab- 
salom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
oDavid’s counselor, from his city—from 
PGiloh—while he offered sacrifices. And 
the conspiracy grew strong, for the peo- 
ple with Absalom ‘continually increased 
in number. 


* 15:7 Septuagint manuscripts, Syriac, and Jose- 
phus read four. 


There were issues of justice that had not been settled. 
One was David's apparent indifference to the sin of 
Amnon, and the other was whether Amnon’s death 
was an act of justice or an act of murder. It never pays 
to let matters of justice remain undecided for a long 
period of time. It creates bitterness and disrespect for 
the authorities whose job it is to decide matters of 
justice, and the people involved become set in their 
attitudes in a way that makes repentance and restitu- 
tion virtually impossible. 

14:26 two hundred shekels. The weight of Absa- 
lom’s hair was about 5 pounds. 

14:27 three sons. Apparently Absalom’s sons did not 
live to maturity. When he set up a pillar in Jerusalem 
to memorialize his name, he said it was because he 
had no son. 

14:32 Come here. Apparently Joab did not sponsor 
Absalom to the extent of acting as a go-between 
with his father. Absalom responded with the atti- 
tude of a superior to an inferior, not what one might 
expect from the king’s son to his father’s highest 


ranking officer. It seems from the fearless and high 
handed way in which he answered Joab that Absa- 
lom was already seeing himself as his father’s suc- 
cessor. 

15:4 | would give him justice. Administration of 
justice, the proper relationship between people in 
society according to God's standard of righteousness, 
was a major concern of the Old Testament rulers and 
prophets (8:15; 1 Kin. 3:28; Is. 1:17; Amos 5:24). Absa- 
lom is playing on the people’s emotions, and perhaps 
justifying himself in his actions against Amnon as 
well. 
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David Escapes from Jerusalem 

13Now a messenger came to David, say- 
ing, The hearts of the men of Israel are 
with Absalom.” 

14So David said to all his servants who 
were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let 
us sflee, or we shall not escape from Ab- 
salom. Make haste to depart, lest he over- 
take us suddenly and bring disaster upon 
us, and strike the city with the edge of the 
sword.” 

15And the king’s servants said to the 
king, “We are your servants, ready to do 
whatever my lord the king commands.” 
16Then ‘the king went out with all his 
household after him. But the king left uten 
women, concubines, to keep the house. 
17And the king went out with all the peo- 
ple after him, and stopped at the outskirts. 
18Then all his servants passed before him; 
vand all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites, 
and all the Gittites, six hundred men who 
had followed him from Gath, passed before 
the king. 

19Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, 
“Why are you also going with us? Return 
and remain with the king. For you are a 
foreigner and also an exile from your own 
place. 29In fact, you came only yesterday. 
Should I make you wander up and down 
with us today, since I go »I know not where? 
Return, and take your brethren back. Mer- 
cy and truth be with you.” 

21But Ittai answered the king and said, 
z“As the LORD lives, and as my lord the 
king lives, surely in whatever place my lord 
the king shall be, whether in death or life, 
even there also your servant will be.” 

22So David said to Ittai, “Go, and cross 


2Samuel 15:31 @ 345 
over.” Then Ittai the Gittite and all his 
men and all the little ones who were with 
him crossed over. 28And all the country 
wept with a loud voice, and all the peo- 
ple crossed over. The king himself also 
crossed over the Brook Kidron, and all 
the people crossed over toward the way of 
the “wilderness. 

24There was >Zadok also, and all the 
Levites with him, bearing the cark of the 
covenant of God. And they set down the 
ark of God, and ¢Abiathar went up until 
all the people had finished crossing over 
from the city. 25Then the king said to Za- 
dok, “Carry the ark of God back into the 
city. If I find favor in the eyes of the LORD, 
He ewill bring me back and show me both 
it and fHis dwelling place. 26But if He says 
thus: ‘I have no delight in you,’ here Iam, 
hlet Him do to me as seems good to Him.” 
27The king also said to Zadok the priest, 
“Are you not a iseer? Return to the city in 
peace, and /your two sons with you, Ahi- 
maaz your son, and Jonathan the son of 
Abiathar. 28See, #I will wait in the plains 
of the wilderness until word comes from 
you to inform me.” 29Therefore Zadok and 
Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Je- 
rusalem. And they remained there. 

30So David went up by the Ascent of the 
Mount of Olives, and wept as he went up; 
and he ‘had his head covered and went 
mbarefoot. And all the people who were 
with him "covered their heads and went up, 
oweeping as they went up. 3!Then someone 
told David, saying, p“Ahithophel is among 
the conspirators with Absalom.” And Da- 
vid said, “O LORD, I pray, ¢turn the counsel 
of Ahithophel into foolishness!” 


15:13 The hearts of the men of Israel. When David's 
power in Judah was confined to Hebron (ch. 2) he 
was resented by the supporters of Saul in the rest of 
the country. Old suspicions and resentments can be 
stoked again by a person who knows how to use peo- 
ple to his own advantage—a disreputable quality in 
which Absalom excelled. 

15:15 We are your servants. The loyalty of David's 
servants must have been a real encouragement in a 
time of such disloyalty from David’s own family. 
15:18 Cherethites ... Pelethites. The Cherethites 
and Pelethites were elite units of David's army. These 
trusted troops of David were not Israelites, but mer- 
cenaries from a variety of nations, possibly Crete 
and Philistia. They had been with David for years, 
owed him their loyalty, and would defend him and 
his family to the death. Gittites. The Gittites were 
probably Philistine mercenary soldiers who were 
among David's original followers from Gath (1 Sam. 
22:1-2). 

15:19-21 Righteousness—Making the choice to 
stand with the right man, even when it looked like he 
might spend the rest of his life in exile was not prac- 
tical, but it was right. We will all have to make choices 
to tell the truth, stand up for honorable actions, or 
support someone who is right but not powerful. Tak- 
ing the right path does not mean it will be easy, but 


when we are on the right path, God is with us, “Yea... 
through the valley of the shadow of death” (Ps. 23:4) 
15:21 whether in death or life. David rewarded 
Ittai’s loyalty when he made Ittai commander of a 
third of the army (18:2). 

15:23 Brook Kidron. The Brook Kidron is a small 
stream that flows through the valley separating Jeru- 
salem and the Mount of Olives during the rainy sea- 
son (October through March). way of the wilderness. 
The way of the wilderness refers to the road leading 
through the wilderness of Judah to Jericho and down 
to the fords of the Jordan. 

15:25 He will bring me back. David committed the 
entire situation to the care and will of the Lord. 

15:31 Ahithophel. Ahithophel was Bathsheba’s 
grandfather (11:3; 23:34). A wise counselor (16:23), he 
had been in David's service (v. 12) but had switched 
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32Now it happened when David had come 
to the top of the mountain, where he wor- 
shiped God—there was Hushai the "Archite 
coming to meet him swith his robe torn and 
dust on his head. 33David said to him, “If 
you go on with me, then you will become 
ta burden to me. 34But if you return to the 
city, and say to Absalom, “‘I will be your 
servant, O king; as I was your father’s ser- 
vant previously, so I will now also be your 
servant,’ then you may defeat the counsel of 
Ahithophel for me. 35And do you not have 
Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you 
there? Therefore it will be that whatever 
you hear from the king’s house, you shall 
tell to VZadok and Abiathar the priests. 36In- 
deed they have there “with them their two 
sons, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son, and Jonathan, 
Abiathar’s son; and by them you shall send 
me everything you hear.” 

37So Hushai, xDavid’s friend, went into 
the city. YAnd Absalom came into Jerusa- 
lem. 


Mephibosheth’s Servant 
16 When? David was a little past the 
top of the mountain, there was »Zi- 
ba the servant of Mephibosheth, who met 
him with a couple of saddled donkeys, and 
on them two hundred loaves of bread, one 
hundred clusters of raisins, one hundred 
summer fruits, and a skin of wine. 2And 
the king said to Ziba, “What do you mean 
to do with these?” 

So Ziba said, “The donkeys are for the 
king’s household to ride on, the bread and 
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and 
the wine for cthose who are faint in the wil- 
derness to drink.” 

3Then the king said, “And where is your 
dmaster’s son?” 

eAnd Ziba said to the king, “Indeed he 
is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today 
the house of Israel will restore the kingdom 
of my father to me.’” 


4So the king said to Ziba, “Here, all that 
belongs to Mephibosheth is yours.” 

And Ziba said, “I humbly bow before 
you, that I may find favor in your sight, 
my lord, O king!” 


Shimei Curses David 

5Now when King David came to fBa- 
hurim, there was a man from the family of 
the house of Saul, whose name was £Shim- 
ei the son of Gera, coming from there. He 
came out, cursing continuously as he came. 
6And he threw stones at David and at all the 
servants of King David. And all the people 
and all the mighty men were on his right 
hand and on his left. 7Also Shimei said thus 
when he cursed: “Come out! Come out! You 
bloodthirsty man, "you rogue! 8The LORD 
has ‘brought upon you all ithe blood of the 
house of Saul, in whose place you have 
reigned; and the LORD has delivered the 
kingdom into the hand of Absalom your 
son. So now you are caught in your own 
evil, because you are a bloodthirsty man!” 

9Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said 
to the king, “Why should this *dead dog 
‘curse my lord the king? Please, let me go 
over and take off his head!” 

10But the king said, ™*What have I to do 
with you, you sons of Zeruiah? So let him 
curse, because "the LORD has said to him, 
‘Curse David.’ °Who then shall say, ‘Why 
have you done so?’” 

And David said to Abishai and all his 
servants, “See how ’my son who ¢came 
from my own body seeks my life. How 
much more now may this Benjamite? Let 
him alone, and let him curse; for so the 
LORD has ordered him. !2It may be that 
the LORD will look on my affliction,* and 
that the LORD will "repay me with sgood for 


* 16:12 Following Kethib, Septuagint, Syriac, and 
Vulgate; Qere reads my eyes; Targum reads tears 
of my eyes. 


his allegiance to Absalom. David's prayer was for his 
enemy to be confused. The name Ahithophel may 
mean “Brother of Folly.” 

15:34 defeat the counsel. David had committed the 
entire situation to the care and will of the Lord, but he 
was acting wisely to protect himself and to provide a 
source of information as well as an inside confederate 
to confound the enemy. 

16:1 Ziba. A longtime servant of both Saul and 
Mephibosheth, Ziba was expressing his loyalty to 
King David. 

16:5 Bahurim. Bahurim was near Jerusalem, east 
of the Mount of Olives (3:16). cursing continuously. 
These were not simple insults or the words of some- 
one with a foul mouth. Shimei was asking God to 
destroy David (Num. 22:6). 

16:6 threw stones. Throwing stones is a gesture of 
contempt, as if the fleeing king were merely a stray 
dog. Stones can also be deadly, as is shown by the fact 
that stoning was a normal means of capital punish- 
ment among the Hebrews (1 Kin. 21:13). 


16:9-13 Forbearance—David was more aware of 
his failure as a father than his dignity as a king. David 
knew that both Moses and Saul had been disciplined 
by God, and he certainly did not rule out the idea that 
both Absalom’s rebellion and Shimei’s cursing might 
be part of a lesson that God had for him. He was will- 
ing to endure both while he waited to see how God 
would work things out. 

16:10 What have! to do with you. This idiom means 
that David did not share the feelings and views of 
Abishai. 
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his cursing this day.” And as David and 
his men went along the road, Shimei went 
along the hillside opposite him and cursed 
as he went, threw stones at him and kicked 
up dust. !4Now the king and all the people 
who were with him became weary; so they 
refreshed themselves there. 


The Advice of Ahithophel 

15Meanwhile ‘Absalom and all the peo- 
ple, the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem; 
and Ahithophel was with him. !6And so it 
was, when Hushai the Archite, “David’s 
friend, came to Absalom, that vHushai said 
to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live 
the king!” 

17S0 Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this 
your loyalty to your friend? ™Why did you 
not go with your friend?” 

18A nd Hushai said to Absalom, “No, but 
whom the LorD and this people and all the 
men of Israel choose, his I will be, and with 
him I will remain. !8Furthermore, whom 
should I serve? Should I not serve in the 
presence of his son? As I have served in 
your father’s presence, so will I be in your 
presence.” 

20Then Absalom said to yAhithophel, 
“Give advice as to what we should do.” 

21And Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go 
in to your father’s zconcubines, whom he 
has left to keep the house; and all Israel 
will hear that you “are abhorred by your 
father. Then >the hands of all who are with 
you will be strong.” 22So they pitched a tent 
for Absalom on the top of the house, and 
Absalom went in to his father’s concubines 
cin the sight of all Israel. 

23Now the advice of Ahithophel, which 
he gave in those days, was as if one had 
inquired at the oracle of God. So was all 
the advice of Ahithophel “both with David 
and with Absalom. 
1 Moreover Ahithophel said to Ab- 

salom, “Now let me choose twelve 

thousand men, and I will arise and pursue 
David tonight. 2I will come upon him while 
he is “weary and weak, and make him 
afraid. And all the people who are with 
him will flee, and I will ’strike only the 
king. Then I will bring back all the peo- 
ple to you. When all return except the man 
whom you seek, all the people will be at 
peace.” 4And the saying pleased Absalom 
and all the celders of Israel. 
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The Advice of Hushai 

5Then Absalom said, “Now call Hushai 
the Archite also, and let us hear what he 
dsays too.” 6And when Hushai came to 
Absalom, Absalom spoke to him, saying, 
“Ahithophel has spoken in this manner. 
Shall we do as he says? If not, speak up.” 

7So Hushai said to Absalom: “The ad- 
vice that Ahithophel has given is not good 
at this time. 8For,” said Hushai, “you know 
your father and his men, that they are 
mighty men, and they are enraged in their 
minds, like ea bear robbed of her cubs in 
the field; and your father is a man of war, 
and will not camp with the people. 9Surely 
by now he is hidden in some pit, or in some 
other place. And it will be, when some of 
them are overthrown at the first, that who- 
ever hears it will say, ‘There is a slaughter 
among the people who follow Absalom.’ 
10And even he who is valiant, whose heart 
is like the heart of a lion, will ‘melt com- 
pletely. For all Israel knows that your fa- 
ther is a mighty man, and those who are 
with him are valiant men. !! Therefore I ad- 
vise that all Israel be fully gathered to you, 
£from Dan to Beersheba, "like the sand that 
is by the sea for multitude, and that you 
go to battle in person. !2So we will come 
upon him in some place where he may be 
found, and we will fall on him as the dew 
falls on the ground. And of him and all the 
men who are with him there shall not be 
left so much as one. !3Moreover, if he has 
withdrawn into a city, then all Israel shall 
bring ropes to that city; and we will ‘pull it 
into the river, until there is not one small 
stone found there.” 

4So Absalom and all the men of Israel 
said, “The advice of Hushai the Archite is 
better than the advice of Ahithophel.” For 
ithe LORD had purposed to defeat the good 
advice of Ahithophel, to the intent that the 
LORD might bring disaster on Absalom. 


Hushai Warns David to Escape 
15kThen Hushai said to Zadok and Abi- 
athar the priests, “Thus and so Ahithophel 
advised Absalom and the elders of Israel, 
and thus and so I have advised. 16Now 
therefore, send quickly and tell David, say- 
ing, ‘Do not spend this night ‘in the plains 
of the wilderness, but speedily cross over, 
lest the king and all the people who are 


16:21-22 concubines. |n ancient times taking over a 
king's harem was a recognized means of claiming the 
throne. Once Absalom violated David's concubines, 
he was set on a course of sure and final alienation 
from his father. Putting his tent on the roof was a 
public and insolent act. 

17:2 I will strike only the king. |n a battle, it is a little 
rash to promise to kill only one person. Ahithophel 
was suggesting that David’s companions and troops 
would switch their loyalty to Absalom if David were 
killed. 

17:8 bear robbed of her cubs. There is no more 


dangerous foe in the woods than a mother bear who 
believes her cubs to be in danger. 
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with him be swallowed up.’” !17™Now Jona- 
than and Ahimaaz "stayed at °>En Rogel, 
for they dared not be seen coming into the 
city; so a female servant would come and 
tell them, and they would go and tell King 
David. 18Nevertheless a lad saw them, and 
told Absalom. But both of them went away 
quickly and came to a man’s house Pin Ba- 
hurim, who had a well in his court; and 
they went down into it. 197Then the woman 
took and spread a covering over the well’s 
mouth, and spread ground grain on it; and 
the thing was not known. 20And when Ab- 
salom’s servants came to the woman at the 
house, they said, “Where are Ahimaaz and 
Jonathan?” 

So 'the woman said to them, “They have 
gone over the water brook.” 

And when they had searched and could 
not find them, they returned to Jerusalem. 
21Now it came to pass, after they had de- 
parted, that they came up out of the well 
and went and told King David, and said 
to David, s“Arise and cross over the water 
quickly. For thus has Ahithophel advised 
against you.” 22So David and all the peo- 
ple who were with him arose and crossed 
over the Jordan. By morning light not one 
of them was left who had not gone over the 
Jordan. 

23Now when Ahithophel saw that his ad- 
vice was not followed, he saddled a donkey, 
and arose and went home to this house, to 
his city. Then he put his “household in or- 
der, and vhanged himself, and died; and he 
was buried in his father’s tomb. 

24Then David went to ™Mahanaim. And 
Absalom crossed over the Jordan, he and 
all the men of Israel with him. 2>And Absa- 
lom made xAmasa captain of the army in- 
stead of Joab. This Amasa was the son of a 
man whose name was Jithra,* an Israelite,* 
who had gone in to YAbigail the daughter of 
Nahash, sister of Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 
26So Israel and Absalom encamped in the 
land of Gilead. 

27Now it happened, when David had 
come to Mahanaim, that 7Shobi the son 
of Nahash from Rabbah of the people of 
Ammon, @Machir the son of Ammiel from 
Lo Debar, and >Barzillai the Gileadite 


from Rogelim, 28brought beds and basins, 
earthen vessels and wheat, barley and 
flour, parched grain and beans, lentils and 
parched seeds, 2%honey and curds, sheep 
and cheese of the herd, for David and the 
people who were with him to eat. For they 
said, “The people are hungry and weary 
and thirsty “in the wilderness.” 


Absalom’s Defeat and Death 
1 And David numbered the people who 
were with him, and set captains of 

thousands and captains of hundreds over 
them. 2Then David sent out one third of the 
people under the hand of Joab, “one third 
under the hand of Abishai the son of Zerui- 
ah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the 
hand of ¢Ittai the Gittite. And the king said 
to the people, “I also will surely go out with 
you myself.” 

3dBut the people answered, “You shall 
not go out! For if we flee away, they will 
not care about us; nor if half of us die, will 
they care about us. But you are worth ten 
thousand of us now. For you are now more 
help to us in the city.” 

4Then the king said to them, “Whatever 
seems best to you I will do.” So the king 
stood beside the gate, and all the people 
went out by hundreds and by thousands. 
5Now the king had commanded Joab, 
Abishai, and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for 
my sake with the young man Absalom.” 
eAnd all the people heard when the king 
gave all the captains orders concerning 
Absalom. 

8So the people went out into the field of 
battle against Israel. And the battle was 
in the fwoods of Ephraim. 7The people of 
Israel were overthrown there before the 
servants of David, and a great slaughter of 
twenty thousand took place there that day. 
8For the battle there was scattered over 
the face of the whole countryside, and the 


* 17:25 Spelled Jether in 1 Chronicles 2:17 and 
elsewhere ¢ Following Masoretic Text, some 
manuscripts of the Septuagint, and Targum; some 
manuscripts of the Septuagint read Ishmaelite 
(compare 1 Chronicles 2:17); Vulgate reads of 
Jezrael. 


17:22 crossed over the Jordan. Although the Jordan 
was not a large river, crossing it provided a barrier 
between him and his enemies. The tribal allotments 
included land on both sides of the Jordan, but there 
was always an emotional understanding that the 
“real” land of Israel was west of the Jordan. David was 
truly an exile. 

17:27 Shobi. . . Barzillai. The gifts of these three 
men showed a real understanding of the material 
needs of the exiles, and this act of kindness must have 
been very encouraging to them. Machir. Jonathan's 
son Mephibosheth was living with Machir when 
David found him (9:4). 

18:3-4 Wisdom—One facet of good leadership is 
the ability to delegate authority to others and leave 
the results in the hands of God. Waiting in safety 


was not David's idea, but it seemed best to others, 
so David agreed. David's strength as a leader lay in 
having the hearts of his followers, and they in turn 
put his safety as a high priority. These loyal men did 
not think that God was done with David as king, and 
David needed their wisdom. 
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woods devoured more people that day than 
the sword devoured. 

§SThen Absalom met the servants of Da- 
vid. Absalom rode on a mule. The mule 
went under the thick boughs of a great 
terebinth tree, and “his head caught in 
the terebinth; so he was left hanging be- 
tween heaven and earth. And the mule 
which was under him went on. !©Now a 
certain man saw it and told Joab, and said, 
“Tjust saw Absalom hanging in a terebinth 
tree!” 

So Joab said to the man who told him, 
“You just saw him! And why did you not 
strike him there to the ground? I would 
have given you ten shekels of silver and a 
belt.” 

12But the man said to Joab, “Though I 
were to receive a thousand shekels of sil- 
ver in my hand, I would not raise my hand 
against the king’s son. "For in our hearing 
the king commanded you and Abishai and 
Ittai, saying, ‘Beware lest anyone touch 
the young man Absalom!’* Otherwise I 
would have dealt falsely against my own 
life. For there is nothing hidden from the 
king, and you yourself would have set 
yourself against me.” 

4Then Joab said, “I cannot linger with 
you.” And he took three spears in his hand 
and thrust them through Absalom’s heart, 
while he was still alive in the midst of the 
terebinth tree. 5And ten young men who 
bore Joab’s armor surrounded Absalom, 
and struck and killed him. 

16So Joab blew the trumpet, and the peo- 
ple returned from pursuing Israel. For Joab 
held back the people. !7And they took Ab- 
salom and cast him into a large pit in the 
woods, and ‘laid a very large heap of stones 
over him. Then all Israel ‘fled, everyone to 
his tent. 

18Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken 
and set up a pillar for himself, which is in 
kthe King’s Valley. For he said, '“I have no 
son to keep my name in remembrance.” He 
called the pillar after his own name. And to 
this day it is called Absalom’s Monument. 


David Hears of Absalom’s Death 

19Then ™Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, 
“Let me run now and take the news to the 
king, how the LORD has avenged him of his 
enemies.” 

20And Joab said to him, “You shall not 
take the news this day, for you shall take 
the news another day. But today you shall 
take no news, because the king’s son is 
dead.” 21Then Joab said to the Cushite, 
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“Go, tell the king what you have seen.” So 
the Cushite bowed himself to Joab and ran. 
22And Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said 
again to Joab, “But whatever happens, 
please let me also run after the Cushite.” 

So Joab said, “Why will you run, my son, 
since you have no news ready?” 

23“But whatever happens,” he said, “let 
me run.” 

So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz 
ran by way of the plain, and outran the 
Cushite. 

24Now David was sitting between the 
ntwo gates. And the watchman went up to 
the roof over the gate, to the wall, lifted his 
eyes and looked, and there was a man, run- 
ning alone. 25Then the watchman cried out 
and told the king. And the king said, “If he 
is alone, there is news in his mouth.” And 
he came rapidly and drew near. 

26Then the watchman saw another man 
running, and the watchman called to the 
gatekeeper and said, “There is another 
man, running alone!” 

And the king said, “He also brings 
news.” 

27So the watchman said, “I think the 
running of the first is like the running of 
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” 

And the king said, “He is a good man, 
and comes with °good news.” 

28So Ahimaaz called out and said to the 
king, “All is well!” Then he bowed down 
with his face to the earth before the king, 
and said, >“Blessed be the LORD your God, 
who has delivered up the men who raised 
their hand against my lord the king!” 

29The king said, “Is the young man Ab- 
salom safe?” 

Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent 
the king’s servant and me your servant, I 
saw a great tumult, but I did not know what 
it was about.” 

30And the king said, “Turn aside and 
stand here.” So he turned aside and stood 
still. 

3lJust then the Cushite came, and the 
Cushite said, “There is good news, my lord 
the king! For the LORD has avenged you 
this day of all those who rose against you.” 

32And the king said to the Cushite, “Is 
the young man Absalom safe?” 

So the Cushite answered, “May the ene- 
mies of my lord the king, and all who rise 
against you to do harm, be like that young 
man!” 


* 18:12 The ancient versions read ‘Protect the 
young man Absalom for me!’ 


18:9 terebinth. The terebinth, sometimes called an 
oak, was native to the land of Israel and was a strong 
tree that grew to a height of about 35 feet. 

18:23 by way of the plain. The plain was the floor of 
the Jordan valley. Ahimaaz took a longer route, but 
avoided the hilly terrain on the road taken by the 
Cushite. 
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David's Mourning for Absalom 

33Then the king was deeply moved, and 
went up to the chamber over the gate, and 
wept. And as he went, he said thus: 7“O my 
son Absalom—my son, my son Absalom— 
if only I had died in your place! O Absalom 
my son, "my son!” 
1 And Joab was told, “Behold, the king 

is weeping and «mourning for Absa- 

lom.” 2So the victory that day was turned 
into mourning for all the people. For the 
people heard it said that day, “The king is 
grieved for his son.” 3And the people stole 
back <into the city that day, as people who 
are ashamed steal away when they flee in 
battle. 4But the king ¢covered his face, and 
the king cried out with a loud voice, e“O my 
son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

5Then /Joab came into the house to the 
king, and said, “Today you have disgraced 
all your servants who today have saved 
your life, the lives of your sons and daugh- 
ters, the lives of your wives and the lives 
of your concubines, Sin that you love your 
enemies and hate your friends. For you 
have declared today that you regard nei- 
ther princes nor servants; for today I per- 
ceive that if Absalom had lived and all of us 
had died today, then it would have pleased 
you well. 7Now therefore, arise, go out and 
speak comfort to your servants. For I swear 
by the LORD, if you do not go out, not one 
will stay with you this night. And that will 
be worse for you than all the evil that has 
befallen you from your youth until now.” 
8Then the king arose and sat in the ¢gate. 
And they told all the people, saying, “There 
is the king, sitting in the gate.” So all the 
people came before the king. 

For everyone of Israel had "fled to his 
tent. 


David Returns to Jerusalem 

SNow all the people were in a dispute 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, 
“The king saved us from the hand of our 


ienemies, he delivered us from the hand of 
the ‘Philistines, and now he has #fled from 
the land because of Absalom. !°But Absa- 
lom, whom we anointed over us, has died 
in battle. Now therefore, why do you say 
nothing about bringing back the king?” 
So King David sent to 'Zadok and Abi- 
athar the priests, saying, “Speak to the 
elders of Judah, saying, ‘Why are you the 
last to bring the king back to his house, 
since the words of all Israel have come to 
the king, to his very house? !2You are my 
brethren, you are "my bone and my flesh. 
Why then are you the last to bring back the 
king?’ 18nAnd say to Amasa, ‘Are you not 
my bone and my flesh? °God do so to me, 
and more also, if you are not commander 
of the army before me continually in place 
of Joab.’” 4So he swayed the hearts of all 
the men of Judah, just as the heart of one 
man, so that they sent this word to the 
king: “Return, you and all your servants!” 
1IsThen the king returned and came to 
the Jordan. And Judah came to 9Gilgal, 
to go to meet the king, to escort the king 
racross the Jordan. !6And sShimei the son 
of Gera, a Benjamite, who was from Ba- 
hurim, hurried and came down with the 
men of Judah to meet King David. 17 There 
were a thousand men of ‘Benjamin with 
him, and “Ziba the servant of the house of 
Saul, and his fifteen sons and his twenty 
servants with him; and they went over the 
Jordan before the king. 18Then a ferryboat 
went across to carry over the king’s house- 
hold, and to do what he thought good. 


David's Mercy to Shimei 

Now Shimei the son of Gera fell down 
before the king when he had crossed the 
Jordan. !9Then he said to the king, “Do 
not let my lord impute iniquity to me, or 
remember what “wrong your servant did 
on the day that my lord the king left Je- 
rusalem, that the king should take it to 
heart. 2°For I, your servant, know that I 
have sinned. Therefore here I am, the first 


18:33 O my son Absalom. David's grief can be under- 
stood by any parent who has lost a child to vice or 
crime. Absalom was a rebel, but he had been a little 
boy born to David in the early years as king in Hebron, 
and for David he would always be that beloved son. 
Absalom deserved to die, and David knew it, but he 
still longed for things to have turned out differently. 
In a few short years the repercussions of his sin with 
Bathsheba had destroyed the lives of Amnon, Tamar, 
and Absalom. 

18:33 Despondency—In many ways mental suffer- 
ing is more intense and devastating than physical suf- 
fering. It was hard for David to even imagine taking up 
life again and going back to Jerusalem as king. It is only 
the Lord who can give courage in such moments, and 
He often does it by reminding us of who He is, what 
He has done in the past, and what He promises to do 
in the future. Sandwiched in these certainties, we can 
begin to see that His hand is on us even in our grief. 
19:11 elders of Judah. David asked his friends the 


priests, to begin the movement to invite David back 
to his throne. Apparently he did not want to come 
into Jerusalem without public support for his rule. 
19:13 Amasa. David's nephew Amasa had com- 
manded the army of Absalom (17:25). When David 
offered him the position of commander it was prob- 
ably intended to secure Amasa’s allegiance as well 
as discipline Joab for killing Absalom against David's 
orders. 
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to come today of all Ythe house of Joseph to 
go down to meet my lord the king.” 

21But Abishai the son of Zeruiah an- 
swered and said, “Shall not Shimei be put 
to death for this, zbecause he “cursed the 
LORD’s anointed?” 

22And David said, >“What have I to do 
with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you 
should be adversaries to me today? ¢Shall 
any man be put to death today in Israel? For 
do I not know that today I am king over Is- 
rael?” 23Therefore “the king said to Shimei, 
“You shall not die.” And the king swore to 
him. 


David and Mephibosheth Meet 
24Now eMephibosheth the son of Saul 
came down to meet the king. And he had 
not cared for his feet, nor trimmed his mus- 
tache, nor washed his clothes, from the day 
the king departed until the day he returned 
in peace. 25So it was, when he had come to 
Jerusalem to meet the king, that the king 
said to him, f“Why did you not go with me, 
Mephibosheth?” 
26And he answered, “My lord, O king, 
my servant deceived me. For your servant 
said, ‘I will saddle a donkey for myself, 
that I may ride on it and go to the king,’ 
because your servant is lame. 27And She 
has slandered your servant to my lord the 
king, "but my lord the king is like the angel 
of God. Therefore do what is good in your 
eyes. 28For all my father’s house were but 
dead men before my lord the king. ‘Yet you 
set your servant among those who eat at 
your own table. Therefore what right have 
I still to cry out anymore to the king?” 
29So the king said to him, “Why do you 
speak anymore of your matters? I have 
said, ‘You and Ziba divide the land.’” 
30Then Mephibosheth said to the king, 
“Rather, let him take it all, inasmuch as my 
lord the king has come back in peace to his 
own house.” 


David’s Kindness to Barzillai 

31A nd /Barzillai the Gileadite came down 
from Rogelim and went across the Jordan 
with the king, to escort him across the Jor- 
dan. 32Now Barzillai was a very aged man, 
eighty years old. And khe had provided the 
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king with supplies while he stayed at Ma- 
hanaim, for he was a very rich man. 33And 
the king said to Barzillai, “Come across 
with me, and I will provide for you while 
you are with me in Jerusalem.” 

34But Barzillai said to the king, “How 
long have I to live, that I should go up with 
the king to Jerusalem? 35] am today 'eighty 
years old. Can I discern between the good 
and bad? Can your servant taste what I eat 
or what I drink? Can I hear any longer the 
voice of singing men and singing women? 
Why then should your servant be a further 
burden to my lord the king? 36 Your servant 
will go a little way across the Jordan with 
the king. And why should the king repay 
me with such a reward? 37Please let your 
servant turn back again, that I may die 
in my own city, near the grave of my fa- 
ther and mother. But here is your servant 
mChimham; let him cross over with my 
lord the king, and do for him what seems 
good to you.” 

38And the king answered, “Chimham 
shall cross over with me, and J will do for 
him what seems good to you. Now what- 
ever you request of me, I will do for you.” 
39Then all the people went over the Jordan. 
And when the king had crossed over, the 
king "kissed Barzillai and blessed him, 
and he returned to his own place. 


The Quarrel About the King 

40Now the king went on to Gilgal, and 
Chimham* went on with him. And all the 
people of Judah escorted the king, and also 
half the people of Israel. 41Just then all the 
men of Israel came to the king, and said to 
the king, “Why have our brethren, the men 
of Judah, stolen you away and °brought the 
king, his household, and all David’s men 
with him across the Jordan?” 

42So all the men of Judah answered the 
men of Israel, “Because the king is Pa close 
relative of ours. Why then are you angry 
over this matter? Have we ever eaten at the 
king’s expense? Or has he given us any gift?” 

43And the men of Israel answered the 
men of Judah, and said, 7“We have ten 
shares in the king; therefore we also have 


* 19:40 Masoretic Text reads Chimhan. 


19:23 the king swore to him. The king was willing to 
accept Shimei as a loyal subject if he continued in his 
loyalty, and he swore that he would not kill Shimei. 
Apparently David did not trust Shimei, for he later 
directed Solomon to kill him (1 Kin. 2:8) along with 
others that he considered dangerous to Solomon's 
reign. David could not put Shimei to death himself 
because of his oath, but his son could do it if there 
was just cause. 

19:27 do what is good in your eyes. David did not 
try to decide whether it was Ziba or Mephibosheth 
who was telling the truth. He commanded that they 
divide the land. Each was provided for; neither was 
validated in his claims. 


19:36 Love—Baizillai’s acts of hospitality were acts of 
love: love for the Lord, and love for his king (Mark 9:41). 
Such true acts of kindness may bring a reward, but the 
real reward is the pleasure that comes with giving. 
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more right to David than you. Why then 
do you despise us—were we not the first to 
advise bringing back our king?” 

Yet "the words of the men of Judah were 
fiercer than the words of the men of Israel. 


The Rebellion of Sheba 

2 And there happened to be there a 
rebel,* whose name was Sheba the 

son of Bichri, a Benjamite. And he blew a 

trumpet, and said: 


a“We have no share in David, 
Nor do we have inheritance in the son 
of Jesse; 
bEvery man to his tents, O Israel!” 


2So every man of Israel deserted David, 
and followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But 
the cmen of Judah, from the Jordan as far 
as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king. 

3Now David came to his house at Jerusa- 
lem. And the king took the ten women, ¢his 
concubines whom he had left to keep the 
house, and put them in seclusion and sup- 
ported them, but did not go in to them. So 
they were shut up to the day of their death, 
living in widowhood. 

4And the king said to Amasa, e“Assemble 
the men of Judah for me within three days, 
and be present here yourself.” 5So Amasa 
went to assemble the men of Judah. But he 
delayed longer than the set time which Da- 
vid had appointed him. 6And David said to 
fAbishai, “Now Sheba the son of Bichri will 
do us more harm than Absalom. Take your 
lord’s servants and pursue him, lest he find 
for himself fortified cities, and escape us.” 
7So Joab’s men, with the "Cherethites, the 
Pelethites, and ‘all the mighty men, went 
out after him. And they went out of Jeru- 
salem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. 
8When they were at the large stone which is 
in Gibeon, Amasa came before them. Now 
Joab was dressed in battle armor; on it was 
a belt with a sword fastened in its sheath at 
his hips; and as he was going forward, it fell 
out. 9Then Joab said to Amasa, “Are you in 
health, my brother?” iAnd Joab took Ama- 
sa by the beard with his right hand to kiss 
him. !0But Amasa did not notice the sword 
that was in Joab’s hand. And &he struck 
him with it ‘in the stomach, and his entrails 
poured out on the ground; and he did not 
strike him again. Thus he died. 


Then Joab and Abishai his brother pur- 
sued Sheba the son of Bichri. !! Meanwhile 
one of Joab’s men stood near Amasa, and 
said, “Whoever favors Joab and whoever 
is for David—follow Joab!” !2But Amasa 
wallowed in his blood in the middle of the 
highway. And when the man saw that all 
the people stood still, he moved Amasa 
from the highway to the field and threw a 
garment over him, when he saw that every- 
one who came upon him halted. When 
he was removed from the highway, all the 
people went on after Joab to pursue Sheba 
the son of Bichri. 

144And he went through all the tribes 
of Israel to "Abel and Beth Maachah and 
all the Berites. So they were gathered to- 
gether and also went after Sheba.* 5Then 
they came and besieged him in Abel of 
Beth Maachah; and they "cast up a siege 
mound against the city, and it stood by the 
rampart. And all the people who were with 
Joab battered the wall to throw it down. 

16Then a wise woman cried out from 
the city, “Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, 
‘Come nearby, that I may speak with you.’” 
17When he had come near to her, the wom- 
an said, “Are you Joab?” 

He answered, “I am.” 

Then she said to him, “Hear the words of 
your maidservant.” 

And he answered, “I am listening.” 

18So she spoke, saying, “They used to 
talk in former times, saying, ‘They shall 
surely seek guidance at Abel,’ and so they 
would end disputes. 189] am among the 
peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek 
to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. 
Why would you swallow up °the inheri- 
tance of the LORD?” 

20And Joab answered and said, “Far be 
it, far be it from me, that I should swallow 
up or destroy! 2! That is not so. But a man 
from the mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the 
son of Bichri by name, has raised his hand 
against the king, against David. Deliver 
him only, and I will depart from the city.” 

So the woman said to Joab, “Watch, his 
head will be thrown to you over the wall.” 
22Then the woman Pin her wisdom went to 
all the people. And they cut off the head of 


* 20:1 Literally man of Belial 
him 


* 20:14 Literally 


20:6 do us more harm. Sheba’s revolt had more 
potential for destroying David's reign than Absalom’s 
revolt because it was based on long-standing tribal 
animosity between Judah and the tribe of Benjamin. 
20:9 my brother. This was not the first time Joab had 
killed a man while pretending to have a friendly word 
with him (3:27). The text does not say whether he 
suspected Amasa of treachery in his delay, or if Joab 
was acting out of jealousy, protecting his own long- 
standing position of leader of David's army. 

20:13-22 Strife—Once again David had an oppor- 
tunity to demonstrate that it was God who had 


chosen him to be king. If a leader has to contend for 
his position he is sure to leave rebellion and destruc- 
tion in his wake. 
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Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to 
Joab. Then he blew atrumpet, and they with- 
drew from the city, every man to his tent. 
So Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem. 


David’s Government Officers 

23And aJoab was over all the army of 
Israel; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was 
over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; 
24Adoram was "in charge of revenue; sJe- 
hoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; 
25Sheva was scribe; ‘Zadok and Abiathar 
were the priests; 26vand Ira the Jairite was 
a chief minister under David. 


David Avenges the Gibeonites 
2 Now there was a famine in the days 
of David for three years, year after 

year; and David 4inquired of the LORD. 
And the LorD answered, “It is because of 
Saul and his bloodthirsty house, because 
he killed the Gibeonites.” 2So the king 
called the Gibeonites and spoke to them. 
Now the Gibeonites were not of the chil- 
dren of Israel, but bof the remnant of the 
Amorites; the children of Israel had sworn 
protection to them, but Saul had sought to 
kill them ¢in his zeal for the children of Is- 
rael and Judah. 

3Therefore David said to the Gibeonites, 
“What shall I do for you? And with what 
shall I make atonement, that you may bless 
athe inheritance of the LORD?” 

4And the Gibeonites said to him, “We 
will have no silver or gold from Saul or 
from his house, nor shall you kill any man 
in Israel for us.” 

So he said, “Whatever you say, I will do 
for you.” 

5Then they answered the king, “As for 
the man who consumed us and plotted 
against us, that we should be destroyed 
from remaining in any of the territories of 
Israel, Slet seven men of his descendants 
be delivered ¢to us, and we will hang them 
before the LORD fin Gibeah of Saul, 3whom 
the LORD chose.” 

And the king said, “I will give them.” 

7But the king spared "Mephibosheth the 
son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, because 
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of ‘the LORD’s oath that was between them, 
between David and Jonathan the son of 
Saul. 8So the king took Armoni and Me- 
phibosheth, the two sons of /Rizpah the 
daughter of Aiah, whom she bore to Saul, 
and the five sons of Michal* the daughter 
of Saul, whom she brought up for Adriel 
the son of Barzillai the Meholathite; 9and 
he delivered them into the hands of the 
Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the 
hill before the LORD. So they fell, all seven 
together, and were put to death in the days 
of harvest, in the first days, in the begin- 
ning of barley harvest. 

10Now 'Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took 
sackcloth and spread it for herself on the 
rock, ™from the beginning of harvest until 
the late rains poured on them from heaven. 
And she did not allow the birds of the air 
to rest on them by day nor the beasts of the 
field by night. 

11And David was told what Rizpah the 
daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, 
had done. !2Then David went and took the 
bones of Saul, and the bones of Jonathan 
his son, from the men of "Jabesh Gilead 
who had stolen them from the street of Beth 
Shan,* where the °Philistines had hung 
them up, after the Philistines had struck 
down Saul in Gilboa. 13So he brought up the 
bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his 
son from there; and they gathered the bones 
of those who had been hanged. “They bur- 
ied the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son 
in the country of Benjamin in »Zelah, in the 
tomb of Kish his father. So they performed 
all that the king commanded. And after 
that 7God heeded the prayer for the land. 


Philistine Giants Destroyed 

15When the Philistines were at war 
again with Israel, David and his servants 
with him went down and fought against 
the Philistines; and David grew faint. 
16Then Ishbi-Benob, who was one of the 
sons of the "giant, the weight of whose 


* 21:8 Or Merab (compare 1 Samuel 18:19 and 
25:44; 2 Samuel 3:14 and 6:23) *21:12 Spelled 
Beth Shean in Joshua 17:11 and elsewhere 


21:1 because he killed the Gibeonites. When the 
Israelites first came into the Promised Land under the 
leadership of Joshua, the Gibeonites had deceived 
them into making a treaty that guaranteed their pro- 
tection and security Josh. 9:3-27). Saul had broken 
that agreement. 

21:10 Rizpah. Rizpah remained near the bodies, 
protecting them from scavengers, from the barley 
harvest to the early rains (late April to October). This 
heartbreaking devotion from the mother of two of 
the slain men commended her to David, and finally 
the bones of Saul and all of his sons were buried in 
the family grave site. 

21:14 God heeded the prayer for the land. It is hard 
to understand why the death of the descendants of 
Saul as payment for his treachery was something 
that would be connected to God hearing prayers for 


famine. Saul was described as rebellious, and appar- 
ently his disobedience was more far reaching than 
is recorded in Scripture. Possibly the men who were 
killed had been implicated in killing the Gibeonites. 
Even if we do not understand, we can always be sure 
that God is just and God is righteous. 

21:16 giant. The giants were the Rephaim, a people 
iving in Canaan who were noted for their large size. 
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bronze spear was three hundred shekels, 
who was bearing a new sword, thought 
he could kill David. !7But sAbishai the son 
of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the 
Philistine and killed him. Then the men of 
David swore to him, saying, ‘“You shall 
go out no more with us to battle, lest you 
quench the “lamp of Israel.” 

18vNow it happened afterward that there 
was again a battle with the Philistines at 
Gob. Then »Sibbechai the Hushathite 
killed Saph,* who was one of the sons of 
the giant. Again there was war at Gob 
with the Philistines, where *Elhanan the 
son of Jaare-Oregim* the Bethlehemite 
killed vythe brother of Goliath the Gittite, 
the shaft of whose spear was like a weav- 
er’s beam. 

20Yet again zthere was war at Gath, 
where there was a man of great stature, 
who had six fingers on each hand and six 
toes on each foot, twenty-four in number; 
and he also was born to the giant. 21So 
when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son 
of Shimea,* David’s brother, killed him. 

22bThese four were born to the giant in 
Gath, and fell by the hand of David and by 
the hand of his servants. 


Praise for God's Deliverance 

2 Then David “spoke to the LORD the 
words of this song, on the day when 

the LORD had delivered him from the hand 

of all his enemies, and from the hand of 

Saul. 2And he ¢said:* 


a“The LORD is my rock and my ¢fortress 
and my deliverer; 
3 The God of my strength, fin whom I 
will trust; 
My £shield and the "horn of my 
salvation, 
My ‘stronghold and my ‘refuge; 
My Savior, You save me from violence. 
4 Jwill call upon the LORD, who is 
worthy to be praised; 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 


5 “When the waves of death surrounded 
me, 
The floods of ungodliness made me 
afraid. 
6 The *sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; 
The snares of death confronted me. 


7 Inmy distress I called upon the LORD, 
And cried out to my God; 
He “heard my voice from His temple, 
And my cry entered His ears. 


8 “Then "the earth shook and trembled; 
oThe foundations of heaven* quaked 
and were shaken, 
Because He was angry. 

9 Smoke went up from His nostrils, 
And devouring fire from His mouth; 
Coals were kindled by it. 

10 He “bowed the heavens also, and came 

down 
With "darkness under His feet. 

ll He rode upon a cherub, and flew; 
And He was seen* supon the wings of 

the wind. 

12 He made ‘darkness canopies around 

Him, 
Dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies. 

13. From the brightness before Him 
Coals of fire were kindled. 


14 “The LorD “thundered from heaven, 
And the Most High uttered His voice. 
15 He sent out varrows and scattered 
them; 
Lightning bolts, and He vanquished 
them. 
16 Then the channels of the sea “were 
seen, 
The foundations of the world were 
uncovered, 
At the xrebuke of the LORD, 
At the blast of the breath of His 
nostrils. 


17 “Hey sent from above, He took me, 
He drew me out of many waters. 
18 He delivered me from my strong 
enemy, 
From those who hated me; 
For they were too strong for me. 


* 21:18 Spelled Sippai in 1 Chronicles 20:4 

* 21:19 Spelled Jair in 1 Chronicles 20:5 

* 21:21 Spelled Shammah in 1 Samuel 16:9 and 
elsewhere *22:2 Compare Psalm 18 * 22:8 Fol- 
lowing Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and Targum; 
Syriac and Vulgate read hills (compare Psalm 
18:7). * 22:11 Following Masoretic Text and 
Septuagint; many Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, 
and Vulgate read He flew (compare Psalm 18:10); 
Targum reads He spoke with power. 


three hundred shekels. The spear weighed approxi- 
mately seven and a half pounds. 

22:1 words of this song. This psalm later became 
part of the congregational worship of Israel (Ps. 18), 
but it began as David's personal and earnest expres- 
sion of praise to the Lord. 

22:3 the horn of my salvation. The horn of an ani- 
mal is used for protection and defense, so it is a good 
word picture for a sign of might and power. 

22:6 Sheol. This word is used in Hebrew poetry as a 
synonym for death. In the Old Testament, Sheol is 
described as a place of dust, referring to death Job 
17:16), a place of decay (Ps. 16:10), and as a pit (Is. 14:15). 
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19 They confronted me in the day of my 
calamity, 
But the LORD was my Zsupport. 
20 aHe also brought me out into a broad 
place; 
He delivered me because He delighted 
in me. 


21 “Thec LORD rewarded me according to 
my righteousness; 
According to the 4cleanness of my 
hands 
He has recompensed me. 
22 For I have ¢kept the ways of the 
LORD, 
And have not wickedly departed from 
my God. 

23 For all His judgments were before me; 

And as for His statutes, I did not 
depart from them. 

24 | was also blameless before Him, 

And I kept myself from my iniquity. 

5 Therefore "the LORD has recompensed 
me according to my 
righteousness, 

According to my cleanness in His 
eyes.* 


26 “With ‘the merciful You will show 
Yourself merciful; 
With a blameless man You will show 
Yourself blameless; 
27 With the pure You will show Yourself 
pure; 
And /with the devious You will show 
Yourself shrewd. 
28 You will save the humble people; 
But Your eyes are on 'the haughty, 
that You may bring them 
down. 


29 “For You are my ™lamp, O LORD; 
The LORD shall enlighten my 
darkness. 
30 For by Youl can run against a 
troop; 
By my God I can leap over a “wall. 
1 As for God, °His way is perfect; 
PThe word of the LORD is proven; 
He is a shield to all who trust in 
Him. 
32 “For awho is God, except the LORD? 
And who is a rock, except our God? 
33 God is my ‘strength and power,* 
And He smakes my* way ‘perfect. 


be 
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34 He makes my” feet “like the feet of 
deer, 
And Ysets me on my high places. 
35 He teaches my hands to make 
war, 
So that my arms can bend a bow of 
bronze. 


36 “You have also given me the shield of 
Your salvation; 
Your gentleness has made me great. 
37 You Wenlarged my path under me; 
So my feet did not slip. 


38 “T have pursued my enemies and 
destroyed them; 
Neither did I turn back again till they 
were destroyed. 
39 And I have destroyed them and 
wounded them, 
So that they could not rise; 
They have fallen *under my feet. 
40 For You have yarmed me with strength 
for the battle; 
You have subdued under me 7those 
who rose against me. 
41 ‘You have also given me the «necks of 
my enemies, 
So that I destroyed those who 
hated me. 
42 They looked, but there was none to 
save; 
Even >to the LorD, but He did not 
answer them. 
43 Then I beat them as fine cas the dust of 
the earth; 
Itrod them 4like dirt in the streets, 
And I spread them out. 


44 “Youe have also delivered me from the 
strivings of my people; 
You have kept me as the ‘head of the 
nations. 
8A people I have not known shall 
serve me. 


* 22:25 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read the 
cleanness of my hands in His sight (compare 
Psalm 18:24); Targum reads my cleanness before 
His word. *22:33 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septu- 
agint, Syriac, and Vulgate read It is God who 
arms me with strength (compare Psalm 18:32); 
Targum reads It is God who sustains me with 
strength. ¢ Following Qere, Septuagint, Syriac, 
Targum, and Vulgate (compare Psalm 18:32); 
Kethib reads His. * 22:34 Following Qere, Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate (compare 
Psalm 18:33); Kethib reads His. 


22:22 | have kept the ways of the Lorb. David did 
not keep the ways of the Lord perfectly. His sins have 
been written down for the whole world to know 
throughout the ages. But he never forgot the Lord, 
always knew that what he did mattered to God, and 
always turned his steps back to the Lord when he 
went astray. Like Paul, David ran the race in such a 
way as to get the prize (1 Cor. 9:24). 

22:34 the feet of deer. The deer or hind is noted for 
its swiftness, agility, and surefootedness. 

22:35 can bend a bow of bronze. \t would take 
unusual strength to bend a steel bow (Job 20:24). 
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45 The foreigners submit to me; 
As soon as they hear, they 
obey me. 
46 The foreigners fade away, 
And come frightened* from their 
hideouts. 


47 “The LORD lives! 
Blessed be my Rock! 
Let God be exalted, 
The ‘Rock of my salvation! 
48 Jt is God who avenges me, 
And jsubdues the peoples under me; 
49 He delivers me from my enemies. 
You also lift me up above those who 
rise against me; 
You have delivered me from the 
kviolent man. 
50 Therefore I will give thanks to You, 
O LorD, among 'the Gentiles, 
And sing praises to Your "name. 


51 “Her is the tower of salvation to His 
king, 
And shows mercy to His “anointed, 
To David and Phis descendants 
forevermore.” 


David's Last Words 


23 Now these are the last words of 
David. 


Thus says David the son of Jesse; 
Thus says “the man raised up on 
high, 
>The anointed of the God of Jacob, 
And the sweet psalmist of Israel: 


2 “Thee Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, 
And His word was on my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel said, 
4The Rock of Israel spoke to me: 
‘He who rules over men must be 
just, 


Ruling ¢in the fear of God. 
4 And the shall be like the light 

of the morning when the sun 
rises, 

A morning without clouds, 

Like the tender grass springing out of 
the earth, 

By clear shining after rain.’ 


5 “Although my house is not so with 
God, 
Yet He has made with me an 
everlasting covenant, 
Ordered in all things and secure. 
For this is all my salvation and all my 
desire; 
Will He not make it increase? 
6 But the sons of rebellion shall all be as 
thorns thrust away, 
Because they cannot be taken with 
hands. 
7 But the man who touches them 
Must be armed with iron and the shaft 
of a spear, 
And they shall be utterly burned with 
fire in their place.” 


David’s Mighty Men 

8These are the names of the mighty men 
whom David had: Josheb-Basshebeth* the 
Tachmonite, chief among the captains.* 
He was called Adino the Eznite, because 
he had killed eight hundred men at one 
time. 9And after him was "Eleazar the 
son of Dodo,* the Ahohite, one of the 


* 22:46 Following Septuagint, Targum, and Vul- 
gate (compare Psalm 18:45); Masoretic Text reads 
gird themselves. *23:8 Literally One Who Sits 
in the Seat (compare 1 Chronicles 11:11) ¢ Follow- 
ing Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and 
Vulgate read the three. *23:9 Spelled Dodai in 

1 Chronicles 27:4 


22:47 The Lorob lives. This shout of exaltation is the 
heart cry of every follower of God. The difference 
between the Living God and the dead idols that 
entrapped so many in the countries around him 
stood out very strongly to David. 

22:51 His anointed. David was anointed by God to 
be king of Israel. He was set aside for a certain job. 
Jesus is the ultimate Anointed One, which is the 
meaning of the Hebrew name Messiah and the Greek 
name Christ. 

23:1 sweet psalmist of Israel. Of the 150 psalms in 
the Book of Psalms, 73 are attributed to David by the 
text. No person in Scriptures is more closely associ- 
ated with music in the worship of the Lord than King 
David. He left behind a beautiful record of his heart- 
felt love of the Lord, his struggles, and his victories. 
23:3-4 Fear of God—For centuries certain dynas- 
ties of rulers in Europe claimed the divine right to 
rule. Certainly the Bible teaches that government is 
ordained of God (Rom. 13). But it also teaches that 
rulers have a deep stewardship responsibility. They 
are to rule men in the fear of God. Over and over 
again it is shown that God sets rulers in place, and 
also deposes those who consistently rebel against 
Him. 


23:5 everlasting covenant. David celebrates 
his everlasting covenant (7:12-16) here and in 
Psalm 89. 

23:6-7 the sons of rebellion. The worthless, rebel- 
lious, or literally “the sons of Belial.” This is a term of 
contempt and scorn, the word that Shimei hurled at 
David when David was fleeing from the rebellion of 
his son Absalom (16:7). The word was also used to 
describe Sheba, the scoundrel from the tribe of Ben- 
jamin (20:1). David anticipated God’s judgment on 
the ungodly, who are likened to thorns fit only to be 
burned. 

23:8 mighty men. The term “mighty men” suggests 
that these were the elite of David's troops, possibly 
his personal bodyguards. These men were heroes 
in the full sense of the word. Their listing must have 
inspired others to attain such accomplishments. 
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three mighty men with David when they 
defied the Philistines who were gathered 
there for battle, and the men of Israel had 
retreated. !°He arose and attacked the 
Philistines until his hand was ‘weary, and 
his hand stuck to the sword. The LORD 
brought about a great victory that day; 
and the people returned after him only to 
jplunder. And after him was tShammah 
the son of Agee the Hararite. 'The Philis- 
tines had gathered together into a troop 
where there was a piece of ground full of 
lentils. So the people fled from the Phi- 
listines. 12But he stationed himself in the 
middle of the field, defended it, and killed 
the Philistines. So the LORD brought about 
a great victory. 

BThen “three of the thirty chief men 
went down at harvest time and came to Da- 
vid at "the cave of Adullam. And the troop 
of Philistines encamped in °the Valley of 
Rephaim. David was then in ?the strong- 
hold, and the garrison of the Philistines 
was then in Bethlehem. And David said 
with longing, “Oh, that someone would 
give me a drink of the water from the well 
of Bethlehem, which is by the gate!” 16So 
the three mighty men broke through the 
camp of the Philistines, drew water from 
the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate, 
and took it and brought it to David. Never- 
theless he would not drink it, but poured 
it out to the LORD. !7And he said, “Far be 
it from me, O LorD, that I should do this! 
Is this not athe blood of the men who went 
in jeopardy of their lives?” Therefore he 
would not drink it. 

These things were done by the three 
mighty men. 

18Now 'Abishai the brother of Joab, the 
son of Zeruiah, was chief of another three.* 
He lifted his spear against three hundred 
men, killed them, and won a name among 
these three. 19Was he not the most hon- 
ored of three? Therefore he became their 
captain. However, he did not attain to the 
first three. 

20Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, the 
son of a valiant man from sKabzeel, who 
had done many deeds. ‘He had killed two 
lion-like heroes of Moab. He also had gone 
down and killed a lion in the midst of 
a pit on a snowy day. 21And he killed an 
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Egyptian, a spectacular man. The Egyp- 
tian had a spear in his hand; so he went 
down to him with a staff, wrested the spear 
out of the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him 
with his own spear. 22These things Be- 
naiah the son of Jehoiada did, and won a 
name among three mighty men. 23He was 
more honored than the thirty, but he did 
not attain to the first three. And David ap- 
pointed him vover his guard. 

24vAsahel the brother of Joab was one 
of the thirty; Elhanan the son of Dodo of 
Bethlehem, 25~Shammah the Harodite, 
Elika the Harodite, 26Helez the Paltite, Ira 
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27Abiezer 
the Anathothite, Mebunnai the Husha- 
thite, 28Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the 
Netophathite, 29Heleb the son of Baanah 
(the Netophathite), Ittai the son of Ri- 
bai from Gibeah of the children of Ben- 
jamin, 39Benaiah a Pirathonite, Hiddai 
from the brooks of *Gaash, 3!Abi-Albon 
the Arbathite, Azmaveth the Barhumite, 
32Eliahba the Shaalbonite (of the sons of 
Jashen), Jonathan, 33yShammah the Ha- 
rarite, Ahiam the son of Sharar the Ha- 
rarite, 34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the 
son of the Maachathite, Eliam the son of 
zAhithophel the Gilonite, 35Hezrai* the 
Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 36Igal the 
son of Nathan of ¢Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 
37Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Be- 
erothite (armorbearer of Joab the son of 
Zeruiah), 38>Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ith- 
rite, 39and Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven 
in all. 


David’s Census of Israel and Judah 
2 Again ¢the anger of the LORD was 
aroused against Israel, and He 

moved David against them to say, >“Go, 
number Israel and Judah.” 

2So the king said to Joab the commander 
of the army who was with him, “Now go 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, ‘from 
Dan to Beersheba, and count the people, 
that 4I may know the number of the peo- 
ple.” 


* 23:18 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, 

and Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and 
Syriac read thirty; Targum reads the mighty men. 
* 23:35 Spelled Hezro in 1 Chronicles 11:37 


23:13-14 Valley of Rephaim. This valley was a route 
to Jerusalem. Bethlehem. David's hometown (1 Sam. 
16:1—3) was about six miles south of Jerusalem. 
23:15 give me drink of the water from the well of 
Bethlehem. Anyone who has grown up with an espe- 
cially good well for drinking water can identify with 
David's craving. The taste of the water from the well 
at “home” seems more thirst-quenching, more heart- 
ening, than any other. 

23:16 poured it out to the Lorb. David was deeply 
moved by this act of loyalty. He could have let 
it make him feel important, but instead he dedi- 
cated the water to the Lord, knowing that no man’s 


craving should be satisfied at the risk of another 
man’s life. 
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3And Joab said to the king, “Now may 
the LORD your God eadd to the people a 
hundred times more than there are, and 
may the eyes of my lord the king see it. 
But why does my lord the king desire this 
thing?” 4Nevertheless the king’s word 
prevailed against Joab and against the 
captains of the army. Therefore Joab and 
the captains of the army went out from the 
presence of the king to count the people of 
Israel. 

5And they crossed over the Jordan and 
camped in fAroer, on the right side of the 
town which is in the midst of the ravine of 
Gad, and toward £Jazer. 6Then they came 
to Gilead and to the land of Tahtim Hod- 
shi; they came to "Dan Jaan and around to 
iSidon; 7and they came to the stronghold 
of iTyre and to all the cities of the *Hivites 
and the Canaanites. Then they went out 
to South Judah as far as Beersheba. 8So 
when they had gone through all the land, 
they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine 
months and twenty days. 9Then Joab gave 
the sum of the number of the people to the 
king. 'And there were in Israel eight hun- 
dred thousand valiant men who drew the 
sword, and the men of Judah were five hun- 
dred thousand men. 


The Judgment on David's Sin 

10And ™David’s heart condemned him 
after he had numbered the people. So "Da- 
vid said to the LORD, “I have sinned great- 
ly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O 
LORD, take away the iniquity of Your ser- 
vant, for I have ?done very foolishly.” 

Now when David arose in the morn- 
ing, the word of the LORD came to the 
prophet 7Gad, David’s "seer, saying, 12“Go 
and tell David, ‘Thus says the LorD: “I of- 
fer you three things; choose one of them 
for yourself, that I may do it to you.”’” BSo 
Gad came to David and told him; and he 
said to him, “Shall sseven* years of famine 
come to you in your land? Or shall you flee 
three months before your enemies, while 
they pursue you? Or shall there be three 
days’ plague in your land? Now consider 
and see what answer I should take back to 
Him who sent me.” 


M4And David said to Gad, “I am in 
great distress. Please let us fall into the 
hand of the LORD, ‘for His mercies are 
great; but “do not let me fall into the hand 
of man.” 

15So vthe LORD sent a plague upon Is- 
rael from the morning till the appointed 
time. From Dan to Beersheba seventy 
thousand men of the people died. 16”And 
when the angel* stretched out His hand 
over Jerusalem to destroy it, xthe LORD 
relented from the destruction, and said 
to the angel who was destroying the 
people, “It is enough; now restrain your 
hand.” And the angel of the LORD was 
by the threshing floor of Araunah* the 
Jebusite. 

17Then David spoke to the LORD when 
he saw the angel who was striking the 
people, and said, “Surely »I have sinned, 
and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, 
what have they done? Let Your hand, I 
pray, be against me and against my fa- 
ther’s house.” 


The Altar on the Threshing Floor 

18And Gad came that day to David and 
said to him, 2“Go up, erect an altar to the 
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah 
the Jebusite.” 19So David, according to the 
word of Gad, went up as the LORD com- 
manded. 209Now Araunah looked, and 
saw the king and his servants coming 
toward him. So Araunah went out and 
bowed before the king with his face to the 
ground. 

21Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord 
the king come to his servant?” 

aAnd David said, “To buy the thresh- 
ing floor from you, to build an altar to the 
LORD, that the plague may be withdrawn 
from the people.” 

22Now Araunah said to David, “Let 
my lord the king take and offer up what- 
ever seems good to him. ¢Look, here are 
oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing 


* 24:13 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads three (compare 

1 Chronicles 21:12). *24:16 Or Angel ¢ Spelled 
Ornan in 1 Chronicles 21:15 


24:3 why does my lord the king desire this thing. 
God was angry with Israel, and the numbering and 
resulting pestilence were a part of His plan to deal 
with Israel in such a way that they did not become 
complacent. This incident is not well explained in 
Scripture. Joab knew that David was acting presump- 
tuously, but at this point David could not see it. Per- 
haps the census showed a lack of trust in the Lord, 
and a sense that the might of the nation rested in its 
armed men. 

24:9 men who drew the sword. The numbers given 
refer only to men of military age. It is impressive that 
the division of Israel and Judah was so well estab- 
lished. This division would in the end result in a 
divided kingdom. 


24:10 David's heart condemned him. The text does 
not state precisely what David's sin was. His heart 
was always sensitive to God’s will, and he quickly 
confessed his sin and sought restoration with the 
Lord. 
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implements and the yokes of the oxen for 
wood. 23All these, O king, Araunah has 
given to the king.” 

And Araunah said to the king, “May the 
LORD your God ¢accept you.” 

24Then the king said to Araunah, “No, 
but I will surely buy it from you for a price; 
nor will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD 
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my God with that which costs me nothing.” 
So eDavid bought the threshing floor and 
the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25And 
David built there an altar to the LORD, and 
offered burnt offerings and peace offer- 
ings. fSo the LORD heeded the prayers for 
the land, and “the plague was withdrawn 
from Israel. 


24:24 threshing floor. The threshing floor was 
located on Mount Moriah, where Abraham had 
bound Isaac (Gen. 22:2). Later, Solomon would build 
the temple at this site (1 Kin. 6:1; 1 Chr. 21:27—22:1; 
2 Chr. 3:1). fifty shekels of silver. The fifty shekels 
of silver paid only for the threshing floor, the oxen, 
and the implements. The land that surrounded the 
threshing floor would cost considerably more—six 
hundred shekels, or 15 pounds of gold (1 Chr. 21:25). 

24:25 burnt offerings and peace offerings. The 
burnt offering was the principal atoning sacrifice for 


unintentional sins (Lev. 1:1-17; 6:8-13). It was com- 
pletely consumed on the altar, except for the hide, 
which was given to the officiating priest. The peace 
offering was an optional sacrifice, which did not form 
any part of the regular offerings required in the tab- 
ernacle or temple. It was a voluntary expression of 
thanksgiving or worship (Lev. 3:1-17; 7:11-34). 


24:23 4 (Ezek. 20:40,41] 24:24 1 Chr. 21:24, 25 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 


KINGS 


> AUTHOR: Both 1 and 2 Kings emphasize God's righteous judgment on idolatry 
and immorality. The style of these books is similar to that found in Jeremiah. The au- 
thor of 1 Kings is unknown, but evidence supports the Talmudic tradition that Kings 
was written by Jeremiah. Clearly, the author was a prophet/historian as evidenced 
in the prophetic exposé of apostasy. 

> TIME: c. 971-851 B.c. > KEY VERSES: 1 Kin. 9:4-5 

> THEME: First Kings continues the saga of the kings of Israel after David. Sol- 
omon’s reign and the details of the building of the temple take up a major portion 
of 1 Kings. After Solomon, the kingdom divides, and we have parallel narratives of 
the northern kingdom, Israel, and the southern kingdom, Judah. The book covers a 
span of about 120 years. During these years, idolatry becomes the norm, and God 
is largely forgotten. After Solomon, the main character of the book is Elijah the 


prophet. 


Adonijah Presumes to Be King 

Now King David was 2old, advanced in 

years; and they put covers on him, but 
he could not get warm. 2Therefore his ser- 
vants said to him, “Let a young woman, a 
virgin, be sought for our lord the king, and 
let her stand before the king, and let her 
care for him; and let her lie in your bosom, 
that our lord the king may be warm.” 3So 
they sought for a lovely young woman 
throughout all the territory of Israel, and 
found »Abishag the -Shunammite, and 
brought her to the king. 4The young wom- 
an was very lovely; and she cared for the 
king, and served him; but the king did not 
know her. 

5Then ¢Adonijah the son of Haggith 
exalted himself, saying, “I will be king”; 
and ¢he prepared for himself chariots and 
horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 
6(And his father had not rebuked him at 
any time by saying, “Why have you done 
so?” He was also very good-looking. fHis 


mother had borne him after Absalom.) 
7Then he conferred with ¢Joab the son of 
Zeruiah and with "Abiathar the priest, and 
ithey followed and helped Adonijah. 8But 
iZadok the priest, *Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada, ‘Nathan the prophet, "Shimei, Rei, 
and "the mighty men who belonged to Da- 
vid were not with Adonijah. 

§And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and 
oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of 
Zoheleth, which is by °En Rogel; he also in- 
vited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and 
all the men of Judah, the king’s servants. 
10But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, 
Benaiah, the mighty men, or PSolomon his 
brother. 

So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the 
mother of Solomon, saying, “Have you not 
heard that Adonijah the son of ¢Haggith 
has become king, and David our lord does 
not know it? !12Come, please, let me now 
give you advice, that you may save your 
own life and the life of your son Solomon. 


1:1 King David was old. David was about seventy 
years old at the time of his death (2 Sam. 5:4; 1 Chr. 
29:26-28), and the long years of warfare had doubt- 
lessly taken their physical toll. 

1:5 Adonijah. The name Adonijah means “the LorD 
is my Lord.” Amnon and Absalom both experienced 
violent deaths (2 Sam. 13:28-29; 18:14). Chiliab, his 
second son, apparently died at an early age. Adonijah 
was David's oldest surviving son. 

1:6 had not rebuked him. While David had been a 
most capable leader and a man of deep spiritual sen- 
sitivity, he had not exercised proper parental disci- 
pline of his children (2 Sam. 13:21-39; 14:18—24). 

1:11 Nathan. It is a mark of David's integrity that 
Nathan, who had confronted him with his terrible sin 


with Bathsheba, was still welcome in the royal house- 
hold (2 Sam. 12:1-15). 

1:11-14 Wisdom—In Old Testament times, mes- 
sages from God were often given through personal 
prophecy. Today, believers do not often receive mes- 
sages through prophecy. God has given the higher 
privilege of direct access to His wisdom through 
the ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit in all who 
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183Go immediately to King David and say to 
him, ‘Did you not, my lord, O king, swear 
to your maidservant, saying, ““Assuredly 
your son Solomon shall reign after me, 
and he shall sit on my throne”? Why then 
has Adonijah become king?’ 4Then, while 
you are still talking there with the king, 
T also will come in after you and confirm 
your words.” 

15So Bathsheba went into the chamber 
to the king. (Now the king was very old, 
and Abishag the Shunammite was serving 
the king.) 16And Bathsheba bowed and did 
homage to the king. Then the king said, 
“What is your wish?” 

17Then she said to him, “My lord, ‘you 
swore by the LORD your God to your maid- 
servant, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your 
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on 
my throne.’ 18So now, look! Adonijah has 
become king; and now, my lord the king, 
you do not know about it. 19tHe has sac- 
rificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep 
in abundance, and has invited all the sons 
of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab 
the commander of the army; but Solomon 
your servant he has not invited. 29And as 
for you, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Is- 
rael are on you, that you should tell them 
who will sit on the throne of my lord the 
king after him. 2!Otherwise it will happen, 
when my lord the king rests with his fa- 
thers, that I and my son Solomon will be 
counted as offenders.” 

22And just then, while she was still 
talking with the king, Nathan the proph- 
et also came in. 28So they told the king, 
saying, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” And 
when he came in before the king, he bowed 
down before the king with his face to the 
ground. 24And Nathan said, “My lord, O 
king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign 
after me, and he shall sit on my throne’? 
25vFor he has gone down today, and has 
sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and 
sheep in abundance, and has invited all 
the king’s sons, and the commanders of 
the army, and Abiathar the priest; and 
look! They are eating and drinking before 
him; and they say, “‘Long live King Ado- 
nijah!’ 26But he has not invited me—me 
your servant—nor Zadok the priest, nor 
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Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, nor your ser- 
vant Solomon. 27Has this thing been done 
by my lord the king, and you have not told 
your servant who should sit on the throne 
of my lord the king after him?” 


David Proclaims Solomon King 

28Then King David answered and said, 
“Call Bathsheba to me.” So she came into 
the king’s presence and stood before the 
king. 29And the king took an oath and said, 
x“As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my 
life from every distress, 39just as I swore 
to you by the LorD God of Israel, saying, 
‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall be king 
after me, and he shall sit on my throne in 
my place,’ so I certainly will do this day.” 

31Then Bathsheba bowed with her face 
to the earth, and paid homage to the king, 
and said, “Let my lord King David live 
forever!” 

32And King David said, “Call to me Za- 
dok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Be- 
naiah the son of Jehoiada.” So they came 
before the king. 33The king also said to 
them, «“Take with you the servants of your 
lord, and have Solomon my son ride on my 
own /mule, and take him down to ¢Gihon. 
34There let Zadok the priest and Nathan 
the prophet ¢anoint him king over Israel; 
and eblow the horn, and say, ‘Long live 
King Solomon!’ >Then you shall come up 
after him, and he shall come and sit on my 
throne, and he shall be king in my place. 
For I have appointed him to be ruler over 
Israel and Judah.” 

36Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered 
the king and said, f“Amen! May the LORD 
God of my lord the king say so too. 37¢As 
the LORD has been with my lord the king, 
even so may He be with Solomon, and 
hmake his throne greater than the throne 
of my lord King David.” 

38So Zadok the priest, Nathan the proph- 
et, ‘Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the /Chere- 
thites, and the Pelethites went down and 
had Solomon ride on King David’s mule, 
and took him to Gihon. 39Then Zadok the 
priest took a horn of ®oil from the tabernacle 
and ‘anointed Solomon. And they blew the 
horn, ™and all the people said, “Long live 
King Solomon!” 40And all the people went 


believe. Today believers have access to God’s wisdom 
through His Word, His indwelling Spirit, and counsel 
from mature Christians. 

1:29 who has redeemed my life. In these words of 
praise, David celebrated the innumerable times that 
the Lord had acted on his behalf, to deliver him from 
his enemies and from his own sins. Some of David's 
psalms were written in connection with those times 
of God's deliverance (Ps. 40; 142). 

1:38 the Cherethites, and the Pelethites. These 
two groups were part of David’s bodyguard (2 Sam. 
8:18; 15:18; 20:7). Their association with David 
stretched back to his days among the Philistines, with 
whom the Cherethites are usually identified (1 Sam. 
30:13-14; Ezek. 25:16; Zeph. 2:5). 


1:39 Zadok . . . anointed Solomon. Every priestly 
anointing would recall the words of Psalm 2, in 
accordance with the words of the Davidic covenant 
of 2 Samuel 7. The anointing announced that the 
anointed one was now the adopted son of the living 
God. 
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up after him; and the people played the 
flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that 
the earth seemed to split with their sound. 

4INow Adonijah and all the guests who 
were with him heard it as they finished 
eating. And when Joab heard the sound 
of the horn, he said, “Why is the city in 
such a noisy uproar?” 42While he was still 
speaking, there came "Jonathan, the son 
of Abiathar the priest. And Adonijah said 
to him, “Come in, for °you are a prominent 
man, and bring good news.” 

43Then Jonathan answered and said to 
Adonijah, “No! Our lord King David has 
made Solomon king. 44The king has sent 
with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they 
have made him ride on the king’s mule. 
45So Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet have anointed him king at Gihon; 
and they have gone up from there rejoic- 
ing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is 
the noise that you have heard. 46Also Sol- 
omon Psits on the throne of the kingdom. 
47And moreover the king’s servants have 
gone to bless our lord King David, saying, 
a‘May God make the name of Solomon bet- 
ter than your name, and may He make his 
throne greater than your throne.’ "Then the 
king bowed himself on the bed. 48AIso the 
king said thus, ‘Blessed be the LORD God 
of Israel, who has sgiven one to sit on my 
throne this day, while my eyes see ‘it!’” 

49So all the guests who were with Ado- 
nijah were afraid, and arose, and each one 
went his way. 

50Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; 
so he arose, and went and “took hold of the 
horns of the altar. 5!And it was told Sol- 
omon, saying, “Indeed Adonijah is afraid of 
King Solomon; for look, he has taken hold 
of the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King 
Solomon swear to me today that he will not 
put his servant to death with the sword.’” 


52Then Solomon said, “If he proves him- 
self a worthy man, Ynot one hair of him 
shall fall to the earth; but if wickedness is 
found in him, he shall die.” 53So King Sol- 
omon sent them to bring him down from 
the altar. And he came and fell down before 
King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, 
“Go to your house.” 


David's Instructions to Solomon 
Now “the days of David drew near that 
he should die, and he charged Solomon 

his son, saying: 2>“I go the way of all the 

earth; cbe strong, therefore, and prove 
yourself a man. And keep the charge of 
the LORD your God: to walk in His ways, 
to keep His statutes, His commandments, 

His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is 

written in the Law of Moses, that you may 

dprosper in all that you do and wherever 
you turn; 4that the LORD may @fulfill His 
word which He spoke concerning me, say- 
ing, f‘If your sons take heed to their way, 
to walk before Me in truth with all their 
heart and with all their soul,’ He said, ‘you 
shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 

5“Moreover you know also what Joab 
the son of Zeruiah ‘did to me, and what he 

did to the two commanders of the armies of 

Israel, to /Abner the son of Ner and :Ama- 

sa the son of Jether, whom he killed. And 

he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and 
put the blood of war on his belt that was 
around his waist, and on his sandals that 
were on his feet. 6Therefore do ‘according 
to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair 
go down to the grave in peace. 

7“But show kindness to the sons of "Bar- 
zillai the Gileadite, and let them be among 
those who “eat at your table, for so °they 
came to me when I fled from Absalom your 
brother. 

8“And see, you have with you PShimei 
the son of Gera, a Benjamite from Ba- 
hurim, who cursed me with a malicious 


1:50 took hold of the horns of the altar. This action 
was in keeping with the traditional function of the 
altar as a haven of refuge for those who had commit- 
ted unintentional crimes (Ex. 21:12-14). 

1:53 Forgiveness—Solomon chose to forgive Ado- 
nijah for his attempted usurpation of the throne, 
realizing that Adonijah had legitimate reason to think 
that he should be the next king. Wiser than his years, 
young Solomon overlooked the offense of his brother 
rather than bring any reproach on his reign at this 
early stage. Sadly, Adonijah proved himself unworthy 
of his pardon, making another attempt to take the 
throne after his father David was dead. 

2:4 shall not lack a man on the throne. God had 
made an unconditional covenant with David (2 Sam. 
7:12-16; 1 Chr. 17:11-14; Ps. 89), granting him a con- 
tinual posterity and a royal dynasty. Although the 
Davidic covenant was an everlasting sacred promise, 
individual kings through their evil behavior could 
fail to receive the benefits of the covenant. The line 
of promise would be preserved, but the time would 
come when the promised Ruler would not be on 


an earthly throne (Hos. 3:4). God’s prophets predict 
that the heir to the throne of David will yet reign 
over a repentant, regathered, and restored Israel (Jer. 
33:19-26; Ezek. 34:22-31) in fulfillment of the prom- 
ises of the covenants (Ezek. 37:21—28; Mic. 7:18-20). 
The New Testament reveals that all this will be real- 
ized in Jesus Christ, the Savior King (Acts 3:25-26; 
15:16—-17; Gal. 3:26—29; Rev. 3:21), who is David's Heir 
in the ultimate sense (Acts 2:22—36). 

2:5-8 Joab... Shimei. David knew that these two 
men would cause trouble for Solomon if they were not 
dealt with. Joab had murdered two generals (2 Sam. 
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curse in the day when I went to Maha- 
naim. But che came down to meet me at the 
Jordan, and "I swore to him by the LORD, 
saying, ‘I will not put you to death with the 
sword.’ 9Now therefore, sdo not hold him 
guiltless, for you are a wise man and know 
what you ought to do to him; but ‘bring his 
gray hair down to the grave with blood.” 


Death of David 

10So “David rested with his fathers, and 
was buried in vthe City of David. The pe- 
riod that David wreigned over Israel was 
forty years; seven years he reigned in He- 
bron, and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty- 
three years. 12xThen Solomon sat on the 
throne of his father David; and his king- 
dom was "firmly established. 


Solomon Executes Adonijah 

BNow Adonijah the son of Haggith 
came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. 
So she said, “Do you come peaceably?” 

And he said, “Peaceably.” 14Moreover he 
said, “I have something to say to you.” 

And she said, “Say it.” 

15Then he said, “You know that the king- 
dom was “mine, and all Israel had set their 
expectations on me, that I should reign. 
However, the kingdom has been turned 
over, and has become my brother’s; for Pit 
was his from the LORD. !®Now I ask one pe- 
tition of you; do not deny me.” 

And she said to him, “Say it.” 

17Then he said, “Please speak to King 
Solomon, for he will not refuse you, that 
he may give me ¢Abishag the Shunammite 
as wife.” 

18So Bathsheba said, “Very well, I will 
speak for you to the king.” 

19Bathsheba therefore went to King Sol- 
omon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And 
the king rose up to meet her and ¢bowed 
down to her, and sat down on his throne 
and had a throne set for the king’s mother; 
eso she sat at his right hand. 2°Then she 
said, “I desire one small petition of you; do 
not refuse me.” 

And the king said to her, “Ask it, my 
mother, for I will not refuse you.” 

21So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunam- 
mite be given to Adonijah your brother as 
wife.” 
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22And King Solomon answered and 
said to his mother, “Now why do you ask 
Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? 
Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my 
folder brother—for him, and for ¢Abiathar 
the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.” 
23Then King Solomon swore by the LORD, 
saying, "“May God do so to me, and more 
also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word 
against his own life! 24Now therefore, as 
the LORD lives, who has confirmed me and 
set me on the throne of David my father, 
and who has established a house* for me, 
as He ‘promised, Adonijah shall be put to 
death today!” 

25So King Solomon sent by the hand of 
iBenaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck 
him down, and he died. 


Abiathar Exiled, Joab Executed 

26And to Abiathar the priest the king 
said, “Go to 8Anathoth, to your own fields, 
for you are deserving of death; but I will 
not put you to death at this time, ‘because 
you carried the ark of the Lord GoD before 
my father David, and because you were af- 
flicted every time my father was afflicted.” 
27S0 Solomon removed Abiathar from be- 
ing priest to the LORD, that he might ™ful- 
fill the word of the LORD which He spoke 
concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh. 

28Then news came to Joab, for Joab "had 
defected to Adonijah, though he had not 
defected to Absalom. So Joab fled to the 
tabernacle of the LORD, and °took hold of 
the horns of the altar. 29And King Solomon 
was told, “Joab has fled to the tabernacle 
of the LORD; there he is, by the altar.” Then 
Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
saying, “Go, Pstrike him down.” 39So Bena- 
iah went to the tabernacle of the LORD, and 
said to him, “Thus says the king, ‘Come 
out!” 

And he said, “No, but I will die here.” 
And Benaiah brought back word to the 
king, saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he 
answered me.” 

31Then the king said to him, “Do as he 
has said, and strike him down and bury 
him, sthat you may take away from me and 
from the house of my father the innocent 


* 2:24 That is, a royal dynasty 


3:27; 20:10), killed David's son Absalom (2 Sam. 18:14), 
and joined Adonijah’s conspiracy (1:7,19). Shimei had 
cursed the king and treated him shamefully as he was 
fleeing from Absalom (2 Sam. 16:5—13; 19:16—23). 
2:27 Abiathar. This act fulfilled God’s word to Eli, 
removing the last of his descendants from serving 
before the Lord (1 Sam. 2:30-33). When Abiathar 
was removed from office, his influence was greatly 
restricted. Solomon spared his life in recognition of 
his past service to God and David (2 Sam. 15:24,29; 
1 Chr. 15:11-15). 

2:28 horns of the altar. Because Joab was a mur- 
derer (2 Sam. 3:27; 18:14; 20:10), he could not claim 


the protective sanctity of the horns of the altar, and 
could not escape execution. 
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blood which Joab shed. 32So the LORD 
twill return his blood on his head, because 
he struck down two men more righteous 
uand better than he, and killed them with 
the sword—’Abner the son of Ner, the 
commander of the army of Israel, and 
wAmasa the son of Jether, the commander 
of the army of Judah—though my father 
David did not know it. 33Their blood shall 
therefore return upon the head of Joab and 
xupon the head of his descendants forev- 
er. YBut upon David and his descendants, 
upon his house and his throne, there shall 
be peace forever from the LORD.” 

34So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went 
up and struck and killed him; and he was 
buried in his own house in the wilderness. 
35The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
in his place over the army, and the king put 
zZadok the priest in the place of 4Abiathar. 


Shimei Executed 

36Then the king sent and called for 
bShimei, and said to him, “Build yourself 
a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and 
do not go out from there anywhere. 37For 
it shall be, on the day you go out and cross 
cthe Brook Kidron, know for certain you 
shall surely die; ¢your blood shall be on 
your own head.” 

38And Shimei said to the king, “The say- 
ing is good. As my lord the king has said, 
so your servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt 
in Jerusalem many days. 

39Now it happened at the end of three 
years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away to 
eAchish the son of Maachah, king of Gath. 
And they told Shimei, saying, “Look, your 
slaves are in Gath!” 49So Shimei arose, sad- 
dled his donkey, and went to Achish at Gath 
to seek his slaves. And Shimei went and 
brought his slaves from Gath. 41And Sol- 
omon was told that Shimei had gone from 
Jerusalem to Gath and had come back. 
42Then the king sent and called for Shimei, 
and said to him, “Did I not make you swear 
by the LORD, and warn you, saying, ‘Know 
for certain that on the day you go out and 
travel anywhere, you shall surely die’? And 
you said to me, ‘The word I have heard is 
good.’ 43Why then have you not kept the 
oath of the LORD and the commandment 
that I gave you?” 44The king said moreover 


to Shimei, “You know, as your heart ac- 
knowledges, fall the wickedness that you 
did to my father David; therefore the LORD 
will return your wickedness on your own 
head. 4But King Solomon shall be blessed, 
and "the throne of David shall be estab- 
lished before the LORD forever.” 

46So the king commanded Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada; and he went out and 
struck him down, and he died. Thus the 
ikingdom was established in the hand of 
Solomon. 


Solomon Requests Wisdom 

Now «Solomon made a treaty with 

Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married 
Pharaoh’s daughter; then he brought her 
bto the City of David until he had finished 
building his cown house, and ¢the house of 
the LorD, and ¢the wall all around Jeru- 
salem. 2/Meanwhile the people sacrificed 
at the high places, because there was no 
house built for the name of the LORD until 
those days. And Solomon £loved the LORD, 
hwalking in the statutes of his father Da- 
vid, except that he sacrificed and burned 
incense at the high places. 

4Now ithe king went to Gibeon to sac- 
rifice there, ifor that was the great high 
place: Solomon offered a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. 5:At Gibeon the 
LORD appeared to Solomon /in a dream 
by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall 
I give you?” 

6mAnd Solomon said: “You have shown 
great mercy to Your servant David my fa- 
ther, because he "walked before You in 
truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart with You; You have continued this 
great kindness for him, and You °have given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this 
day. 7Now, O LORD my God, You have made 
Your servant king instead of my father Da- 
vid, but I am a Plittle child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. 8And Your ser- 
vant is in the midst of Your people whom 
You "have chosen, a great people, too snu- 
merous to be numbered or counted. 9‘There- 
fore give to Your servant an understanding 
heart “to judge Your people, that I may Vdis- 
cern between good and evil. For who is able 
to judge this great people of Yours?” 


2:35 Zadok. Zadok was a descendant of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron (1 Chr. 6:4—8). 

3:1 made a treaty. |n the ancient Middle East, politi- 
cal alliances were often ratified by the marriage of the 
son of one king to the daughter of another. Except in 
unusual circumstances, the pharaohs of Egypt did 
not observe this custom. Therefore, the giving of 
Pharaoh's daughter to Solomon attested to the Isra- 
elite king’s growing prestige and importance to the 
Egyptians. 

3:7 but | am a little child. The term “child” often 
refers to a servant or to an inexperienced person still 
in training for a profession. With proper humility, Sol- 
omon stressed his relative youth and inexperience. 
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10The speech pleased the Lord, that Sol- 
omon had asked this thing. 1! Then God 
said to him: “Because you have asked 
this thing, and have “not asked long life 
for yourself, nor have asked riches for 
yourself, nor have asked the life of your 
enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern justice, 12xbe- 
hold, Ihave done according to your words; 
ysee, I have given you a wise and under- 
standing heart, so that there has not 
been anyone like you before you, nor 
shall any like you arise after you. 8And 
I have also zgiven you what you have 
not asked: both ¢riches and honor, so 
that there shall not be anyone like you 
among the kings all your days. “So if 
you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes 
and My commandments, ‘as your father 
David walked, then I will 4lengthen your 
days.” 

Then Solomon “awoke; and indeed 
it had been a dream. And he came to Je- 
rusalem and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, offered up burnt of- 
ferings, offered peace offerings, and made 
a feast for all his servants. 


Solomon's Wise Judgment 

16Now two women who were harlots 
came to the king, and £stood before him. 
17And one woman said, “O my lord, this 
woman and I dwell in the same house; and 
I gave birth while she was in the house. 
18Then it happened, the third day after 
I had given birth, that this woman also 
gave birth. And we were together; no one 
was with us in the house, except the two 
of us in the house. 18And this woman’s 
son died in the night, because she lay on 
him. 29So she arose in the middle of the 
night and took my son from my side, while 
your maidservant slept, and laid him in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child in my 
bosom. 21And when I rose in the morning 
to nurse my son, there he was, dead. But 
when I had examined him in the morning, 
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indeed, he was not my son whom I had 
borne.” 

22Then the other woman said, “No! But 
the living one is my son, and the dead one 
is your son.” 

And the first woman said, “No! But the 
dead one is your son, and the living one is 
my son.” 

Thus they spoke before the king. 

23 And the king said, “The one says, ‘This 
is my son, who lives, and your son is the 
dead one’; and the other says, ‘No! But your 
son is the dead one, and my son is the liv- 
ing one.’” 24Then the king said, “Bring me 
a sword.” So they brought a sword before 
the king. 25And the king said, “Divide the 
living child in two, and give half to one, 
and half to the other.” 

26Then the woman whose son was liv- 
ing spoke to the king, for "she yearned with 
compassion for her son; and she said, “O 
my lord, give her the living child, and by 
no means kill him!” 

But the other said, “Let him be neither 
mine nor yours, but divide him.” 

27So the king answered and said, “Give 
the first woman the living child, and by no 
means kill him; she is his mother.” 

28And all Israel heard of the judgment 
which the king had rendered; and they 
feared the king, for they saw that the ‘wis- 
dom of God was in him to administer jus- 
tice. 


Solomon's Administration 

So King Solomon was king over all 

Israel. 2And these were his officials: 
Azariah the son of Zadok, the priest; 3Eli- 
horeph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, 
scribes; “Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, 
the recorder; 4»Benaiah the son of Jehoia- 
da, over the army; Zadok and ¢Abiathar, 
the priests; 5Azariah the son of Nathan, 
over “the officers; Zabud the son of Nathan, 
ea priest and fthe king’s friend; 6Ahishar, 
over the household; and sAdoniram the son 
of Abda, over the labor force. 


3:14 Obedience—Because he loved God above all 
at this time of his life (v. 3), and chose wisdom and 
discernment for his office, Solomon received even 
more—riches and honor and distinction. Obedient 
in many ways, he was accordingly blessed by God. 
When commands are given by a loving, caring per- 
son, obedience must result in blessing. God repeat- 
edly stated this principle (Deut. 5:29—6:24). Saul, 
David, and Solomon all lost blessing because of dis- 
obedience. This was not because of narrowness or 
rigidity on God's part. He does not give us commands 
to make our lives harder, or to be harsh and demand- 
ing. His commands have blessings built in—He is 
showing us the best way to live. 

3:15 ark of the covenant. Although David had 
brought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 
6) the tabernacle and its furnishings remained in 
Gibeon, which served as an important worship center 
(v. 4; 2 Chr. 1:3-5). After its capture by the Philistines 
(1 Sam. 5-6), the ark never returned to the tabernacle. 


The ark was not in the Most Holy Place again until it 
was placed in Solomon’s temple. 

3:28 wisdom... justice. These important qualities 
which marked Solomon's reign would characterize 
the rule of Israel's Messiah in a far greater way (Is. 
11:1-5). David's final words to Solomon were, “do 
according to your wisdom” (2:6). Wisdom does not 
dwell as a recluse among books in the study. Rather, 
wisdom stands with confidence at the crossroads of 
ife. Solomon’s wisdom was decisive. Through God he 
was able to observe the actions of others and in this 
way have a revelation of the truth. 
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7And Solomon had twelve governors 
over all Israel, who provided food for the 
king and his household; each one made 
provision for one month of the year. 
8These are their names: Ben-Hur,* in the 
mountains of Ephraim; 9Ben-Deker,* in 
Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and 
Elon Beth Hanan; !°Ben-Hesed,* in Arub- 
both; to him belonged Sochoh and all the 
land of Hepher; !!Ben-Abinadab,* in all 
the regions of Dor; he had Taphath the 
daughter of Solomon as wife; !2Baana the 
son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and 
all Beth Shean, which is beside Zaretan 
below Jezreel, from Beth Shean to Abel 
Meholah, as far as the other side of Jok- 
neam; !83Ben-Geber,* in Ramoth Gilead; to 
him belonged "the towns of Jair the son of 
Manasseh, in Gilead; to him also belonged 
ithe region of Argob in Bashan—sixty 
large cities with walls and bronze gate- 
bars; 44Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Ma- 
hanaim; iAhimaaz, in Naphtali; he also 
took Basemath the daughter of Solomon 
as wife; 16Baanah the son of *Hushai, in 
Asher and Aloth; !7Jehoshaphat the son of 
Paruah, in Issachar; !8'Shimei the son of 
Elah, in Benjamin; !8Geber the son of Uri, 
in the land of Gilead, in "the country of 
Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king 
of Bashan. He was the only governor who 
was in the land. 


Prosperity and Wisdom 
of Solomon’s Reign 

20Judah and Israel were as numerous 
nas the sand by the sea in multitude, °eat- 
ing and drinking and rejoicing. 21So ?Sol- 
omon reigned over all kingdoms from ¢the 
River* to the land of the Philistines, as far 
as the border of Egypt. "They brought trib- 
ute and served Solomon all the days of his 
life. 

22sNow Solomon’s provision for one day 
was thirty kors of fine flour, sixty kors of 
meal, 23ten fatted oxen, twenty oxen from 
the pastures, and one hundred sheep, 


besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted 
fowl. 

24For he had dominion over all the re- 
gion on this side of the River* from Tiphsah 
even to Gaza, namely over ‘all the kings on 
this side of the River; and “he had peace 
on every side all around him. 25And Judah 
and Israel vdwelt safely, weach man under 
his vine and his fig tree, *from Dan as far 
as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 

26ySolomon had forty* thousand stalls of 
Zhorses for his chariots, and twelve thou- 
sand horsemen. 27And these governors, 
each man in his month, provided food for 
King Solomon and for all who came to 
King Solomon’s table. There was no lack 
in their supply. 28They also brought barley 
and straw to the proper place, for the hors- 
es and steeds, each man according to his 
charge. 

29And God gave Solomon wisdom and 
exceedingly great understanding, and 
largeness of heart like the sand on the sea- 
shore. 3°Thus Solomon’s wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the men of the East and 
all 4¢the wisdom of Egypt. 3!1For he was 
ewiser than all men—/than Ethan the Ez- 
rahite, and Heman, Chalcol, and Darda, 
the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all 
the surrounding nations. 32hHe spoke three 
thousand proverbs, and his ‘songs were 
one thousand and five. 33Also he spoke of 
trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even 
to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; 
he spoke also of animals, of birds, of creep- 
ing things, and of fish. 34And men of all na- 
tions, from all the kings of the earth who 
had heard of his wisdom, jcame to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon. 


*4:8 Literally Sonof Hur *4:9 Literally Son of 
Deker *4:10 Literally Son of Hesed * 4:11 Lit- 
erally Sonof Abinadab *4:13 Literally Son of 
Geber *4:21 Thatis,the Euphrates * 4:24 That 
is,the Euphrates * 4:26 Following Masoretic 
Text and most other authorities; some manuscripts 
of the Septuagint read four (compare 2 Chronicles 
9:25). 


4:7-19 twelve governors. These men were respon- 
sible for handling lesser administrative tasks and rais- 
ing revenue for the crown. The districts did not follow 
tribal boundaries. 

4:18 Shimei. This is not the same Shimei who cursed 
David (2 Sam. 16:5-13), but probably the man men- 
tioned in 1:8 as a supporter of Solomon. 

4:20 numerous as the sand. God fulfilled His prom- 
ise to make Abraham's descendants numerous (Gen. 
15:5,18). Solomon's empire extended far beyond the 
traditional boundaries of Israel. Through this greatly 
expanded empire, Hebrew people not only traveled 
to far-flung regions, but they took with them their 
knowledge of the living God. 

4:21 from the River. This refers to the Euphrates. 
4:22 kors. A kor was the same size as a homer (Ezek. 
45:14); at between six and seven bushels, it was the 
normal load for a donkey. 

4:29 wisdom. The three terms used in this verse 


underscore Solomon's depth of understanding. He 
was not merely intelligent, able to understand facts 
and logic; he was also given the ability to apply his 
intelligence to problems which defy logic, possessing 
a rare understanding of human beings with all their 
emotional and spiritual complexities. 

4:32-34 proverbs . .. songs. Solomon was the 
author of a large part of the Book of Proverbs. He is 
also traditionally assigned the authorship of the Song 
of Solomon, Psalms 72 and 127, and Ecclesiastes. 
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Solomon Prepares to Build 


the Temple 
Now “Hiram king of Tyre sent his ser- 
vants to Solomon, because he heard 
that they had anointed him king in place of 
his father, “for Hiram had always loved Da- 
vid. 2Then ¢Solomon sent to Hiram, saying: 


3 4You know how my father David could 
not build a house for the name of the 
LORD his God ebecause of the wars 
which were fought against him on 
every side, until the LORD put his foes* 
under the soles of his feet. 

4 But now the LORD my God has given 
me /rest on every side; there is neither 
adversary nor evil occurrence. 

5 gAnd behold, I propose to build a house 
for the name of the LORD my God, "as 
the LORD spoke to my father David, 
saying, “Your son, whom I will set on 
your throne in your place, he shall 
build the house for My name.” 

6 Now therefore, command that they cut 
down icedars for me from Lebanon; 
and my servants will be with your 
servants, and I will pay you wages for 
your servants according to whatever 
you say. For you know there is none 
among us who has skill to cut timber 
like the Sidonians. 


7So it was, when Hiram heard the words 
of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly and 
said, 


Blessed be the LORD this day, for He 
has given David a wise son over this 
great people! 


8Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying: 


Ihave considered the message which 
you sent me, and I will do all you desire 
concerning the cedar and cypress logs. 

9 My servants shall bring them down 
ifrom Lebanon to the sea; I will float 
them in rafts by sea to the place you in- 
dicate to me, and will have them broken 
apart there; then you can take them 
away. And you shall fulfill my desire 
kby giving food for my household. 
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10Then Hiram gave Solomon cedar and 
cypress logs according to all his desire. 
And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thou- 
sand kors of wheat as food for his house- 
hold, and twenty* kors of pressed oil. Thus 
Solomon gave to Hiram year by year. 

12S0 the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, 
mas He had promised him; and there was 
peace between Hiram and Solomon, and 
the two of them made a treaty together. 

183Then King Solomon raised up a labor 
force out of all Israel; and the labor force 
was thirty thousand men. !4And he sent 
them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month 
in shifts: they were one month in Lebanon 
and two months at home; "Adoniram was 
in charge of the labor force. 15°Solomon had 
seventy thousand who carried burdens, 
and eighty thousand who quarried stone 
in the mountains, !6besides three thousand 
three hundred* from the ’chiefs of Sol- 
omon’s deputies, who supervised the peo- 
ple who labored in the work. !7And the king 
commanded them to quarry large stones, 
costly stones, and “hewn stones, to lay the 
foundation of the temple.* !8So Solomon’s 
builders, Hiram’s builders, and the Gebal- 
ites quarried them; and they prepared tim- 
ber and stones to build the temple. 


Solomon Builds the Temple 

And 4it came to pass in the four hundred 

and eightieth* year after the children of 
Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, 
in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over 
Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the 
second month, that he began to build the 
house of the LORD. 2Now ¢the house which 
King Solomon built for the LORD, its length 
was sixty cubits, its width twenty, and its 
height thirty cubits. The vestibule in front 


*5:3 Literally them *5:11 Following Maso- 
retic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint and 
Syriac read twenty thousand. *5:16 Following 
Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint 
reads three thousand six hundred. *5:17 Lit- 
erally house, and so frequently throughout this 
book *6:1 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads fortieth. 


5:1 Hiram. This Phoenician king ruled over Tyre for 34 
years (978-944 B.c.). 

5:7 Blessed be the Lorp. Acknowledging the deities 
of another people is well known in the Bible (Dan. 
3:28) and other ancient Middle Eastern literature. It 
does not necessarily imply that Hiram was expressing 
faith in God. 

5:13 raised up a labor force . . . thirty thousand 
men. Solomon’s long and extensive use of this type 
of social conscription to accomplish his vast building 
projects became a source of considerable difficulty 
for his successor, Rehoboam (12:4). 

6:1 four hundred and eightieth year. Many schol- 
ars take this date as the key date for establishing 
the time of the Exodus. The division of the kingdom 
at the death of Solomon can be dated at 930 B.c. 
(11:41-43). Allowing forty years for Solomon’s rule 
(11:42), the fourth year of his reign would be 966 B.c. 


If the Exodus took place 480 years before 966 B.C., its 
date was 1446 B.c. 

6:2 house... for the Lorp. Solomon followed the 
floor plan of the tabernacle, but doubled its dimen- 
sions. Solomon's temple was constructed on Mount 
Moriah, the mountain where Abraham was told to 
offer Isaac as a sacrifice (Gen. 22:2; 2 Chr. 3:1), on the 
site of the threshing floor of Araunah where God had 
spoken to David (2 Sam. 24:24). cubits. The standard 
cubit was about 18 inches. 
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of the sanctuary* of the house was twenty 
cubits long across the width of the house, 
and the width of the vestibule* extended 
ten cubits from the front of the house. 4And 
he made for the house ¢windows with bev- 
eled frames. 

5Against the wall of the temple he built 
echambers all around, against the walls of 
the temple, all around the sanctuary fand 
the inner sanctuary.* Thus he made side 
chambers all around it. The lowest cham- 
ber was five cubits wide, the middle was 
six cubits wide, and the third was seven 
cubits wide; for he made narrow ledges 
around the outside of the temple, so that 
the support beams would not be fastened 
into the walls of the temple. 7And sthe 
temple, when it was being built, was built 
with stone finished at the quarry, so that 
no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was 
heard in the temple while it was being built. 
8The doorway for the middle story* was on 
the right side of the temple. They went up 
by stairs to the middle story, and from the 
middle to the third. 

9hSo he built the temple and finished it, 
and he paneled the temple with beams and 
boards of cedar. !°And he built side cham- 
bers against the entire temple, each five cu- 
bits high; they were attached to the temple 
with cedar beams. 

Then the word of the LORD came to 
Solomon, saying: !2“Concerning this tem- 
ple which you are building, ‘if you walk in 
My statutes, execute My judgments, keep 
all My commandments, and walk in them, 
then I will perform My word with you, 
jiwhich I spoke to your father David. 8And 
kT will dwell among the children of Israel, 
and will not ‘forsake My people Israel.” 

14S0 Solomon built the temple and fin- 
ished it. 5And he built the inside walls of 
the temple with cedar boards; from the 
floor of the temple to the ceiling he paneled 
the inside with wood; and he covered the 
floor of the temple with planks of cypress. 
16Then he built the twenty-cubit room at 
the rear of the temple, from floor to ceiling, 
with cedar boards; he built it inside as the 
inner sanctuary, as the "Most Holy Place. 
17And in front of it the temple sanctuary 
was forty cubits long. 18The inside of the 


temple was cedar, carved with ornamen- 
tal buds and open flowers. All was cedar; 
there was no stone to be seen. 

19And he prepared the inner sanctu- 
ary inside the temple, to set the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD there. 2°The inner 
sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty 
cubits wide, and twenty cubits high. He 
overlaid it with pure gold, and overlaid 
the altar of cedar. 21So Solomon overlaid 
the inside of the temple with pure gold. He 
stretched gold chains across the front of 
the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with 
gold. 22The whole temple he overlaid with 
gold, until he had finished all the temple; 
also he overlaid with gold "the entire altar 
that was by the inner sanctuary. 

23Inside the inner sanctuary °he made 
two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cu- 
bits high. 24One wing of the cherub was 
five cubits, and the other wing of the cher- 
ub five cubits: ten cubits from the tip of one 
wing to the tip of the other. 25And the other 
cherub was ten cubits; both cherubim were 
of the same size and shape. 26The height of 
one cherub was ten cubits, and so was the 
other cherub. 27Then he set the cherubim 
inside the inner room;* and ’they stretched 
out the wings of the cherubim so that the 
wing of the one touched one wall, and the 
wing of the other cherub touched the other 
wall. And their wings touched each other 
in the middle of the room. 28Also he over- 
laid the cherubim with gold. 

29Then he carved all the walls of the 
temple all around, both the inner and outer 
sanctuaries, with carved figures of cher- 
ubim, palm trees, and open flowers. 39And 
the floor of the temple he overlaid with 
gold, both the inner and outer sanctuaries. 

31For the entrance of the inner sanctu- 
ary he made doors of olive wood; the lintel 
and doorposts were one-fifth of the wall. 


*6:3 Hebrew heykal; here the main room of the 
temple, elsewhere called the holy place (com- 
pare Exodus 26:33 and Ezekiel 41:1) ¢ Literally 
it *6:5 Hebrew debir; here the inner room of 
the temple, elsewhere called the Most Holy Place 
(compare verse 16) *6:8 Following Masoretic 
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint reads upper story; 
Targum reads ground story. *6:27 Literally 
house 


6:11 word of the Lorb. This message to Solomon 
might have come by means of a prophet. On other 
occasions, Solomon had more personal encounters 
with the Lord (3:5; 9:2; 11:11). 

6:19 ark of the covenant. The ark of the covenant 
(Deut. 10:8) was so named because it housed the two 
stone tablets of the covenant—the Ten Command- 
ments (Deut. 10:1-5). The ark symbolized the pres- 
ence of the sovereign God in the midst of His people 
(8:10—-11; Josh. 3:13). 

6:20 inner sanctuary. The Most Holy Place was a 
cube of thirty feet. gold. The amount of gold used in 
this room was about 21 tons or 600 talents (2 Chr. 3:8). 
6:23 cherubim. Cherubim are mighty angelic beings, 
they were often depicted in the furnishings of the 


tabernacle and temple. Not a great deal is known 
about their nature. Cherubim were set to guard the 
entrance to the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:24). The only 
extensive description of their appearance is in the 
Book of Ezekiel (Ezek. 1:5-14; 10:1). 

6:31 doors of olive wood. A veil or curtain was hung 
here as well (Ex. 26:31—36; 2 Chr. 3:14). 


6:44Ezek. 40:16; 41:16 6:5 Ezek. 41:6 £1 Kin. 6:16, 
19-21,31 6:79Deut.27:5,6 6:9/1 Kin. 6:14, 

38 6:12/1 Kin. 2:4; 9:4 /[2 Sam. 7:13] 6:13 Ex. 25:8 
'[Deut. 31:6] 6:16 Ex. 26:33 6:22 Ex. 30:1, 3,6 
6:23°2 Chr. 3:10-12 6:27°2Chr.5:8 6:29 7Ex. 
36:8, 35 


32The two doors were of olive wood; and 
he carved on them figures of cherubim, 
palm trees, and open flowers, and overlaid 
them with gold; and he spread gold on the 
cherubim and on the palm trees. 33So for 
the door of the sanctuary he also made 
doorposts of olive wood, one-fourth of the 
wall. 34And the two doors were of cypress 
wood; 'two panels comprised one folding 
door, and two panels comprised the other 
folding door. *5Then he carved cherubim, 
palm trees, and open flowers on them, and 
overlaid them with gold applied evenly on 
the carved work. 

36And he built the sinner court with 
three rows of hewn stone and a row of ce- 
dar beams. 

37tIn the fourth year the foundation 
of the house of the LORD was laid, in the 
month of Ziv. 38And in the eleventh year, 
in the month of Bul, which is the eighth 
month, the house was finished in all its de- 
tails and according to all its plans. So he 
was “seven years in building it. 


Solomon's Other Buildings 

But Solomon took ¢thirteen years to 

build his own house; so he finished all 
his house. 

2He also built the "House of the Forest 
of Lebanon; its length was one hundred 
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height 
thirty cubits, with four rows of cedar pil- 
lars, and cedar beams on the pillars. 3And 
it was paneled with cedar above the beams 
that were on forty-five pillars, fifteen to a 
row. 4There were windows with beveled 
frames in three rows, and window was op- 
posite window in three tiers. 5And all the 
doorways and doorposts had rectangular 
frames; and window was opposite window 
in three tiers. 

6He also made the Hall of Pillars: its 
length was fifty cubits, and its width thirty 
cubits; and in front of them was a portico 
with pillars, and a canopy was in front of 
them. 

7Then he made a hall for the throne, the 
Hall of Judgment, where he might judge; 
and it was paneled with cedar from floor 
to ceiling.* 

8And the house where he dwelt had 
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another court inside the hall, of like work- 
manship. Solomon also made a house like 
this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom he 
had taken as wife. 

9All these were of costly stones cut to 
size, trimmed with saws, inside and out, 
from the foundation to the eaves, and also 
on the outside to the great court. !°The 
foundation was of costly stones, large 
stones, some ten cubits and some eight cu- 
bits. UAnd above were costly stones, hewn 
to size, and cedar wood. !2The great court 
was enclosed with three rows of hewn 
stones and a row of cedar beams. So were 
the 4inner court of the house of the LORD 
eand the vestibule of the temple. 


Hiram the Craftsman 

13Now King Solomon sent and brought 
Huram* from Tyre. !fHe was the son of a 
widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and shis 
father was a man of Tyre, a bronze work- 
er; the was filled with wisdom and un- 
derstanding and skill in working with all 
kinds of bronze work. So he came to King 
Solomon and did all his work. 


The Bronze Pillars for the Temple 

And he cast ‘two pillars of bronze, 
each one eighteen cubits high, and a line 
of twelve cubits measured the circumfer- 
ence of each. !6Then he made two capitals 
of cast bronze, to set on the tops of the 
pillars. The height of one capital was five 
cubits, and the height of the other capital 
was five cubits. !7He made a lattice net- 
work, with wreaths of chainwork, for the 
capitals which were on top of the pillars: 
seven chains for one capital and seven for 
the other capital. 18So he made the pillars, 
and two rows of pomegranates above the 
network all around to cover the capitals 
that were on top; and thus he did for the 
other capital. 

19The capitals which were on top of the 
pillars in the hall were in the shape of lil- 
ies, four cubits. 2°The capitals on the two 
pillars also had pomegranates above, by 


* 7:7 Literally floor, that is, of the upper level 
* 7:13 Hebrew Hiram (compare 2 Chronicles 2:13, 


14) 


6:38 Worship—in the midst of Solomon’s building 
project he received a prophetic revelation from the 
Lord (vv. 11-14) in which a promise and a condition 
were prominent: the Lord would fulfill His promise to 
David if Solomon obeyed His laws. The temple was 
the external sign that the Lord would keep His cov- 
enant of grace and dwell among the people. Worship 
can never be divorced from obedience to God's laws 
in everyday life. 

7:1-2 House of the Forest of Lebanon. This building 
was also apparently used as an armory (10:16-17; Is. 
22:8). 

7:13-14 Huram. Huram (also called Hiram) was of 
mixed parentage. His father was a Phoenician artisan 
who had married a widow from the tribe of Naphtali 


(2 Chr. 2:14). Like his father, Huram had become a 
master craftsman; his contributions to the work on 
the temple were extensive. 

7:16 five cubits. Jeremiah 52:22 agrees with this 
measurement, but 2 Kings 25:17 records the height as 
three cubits. This apparent discrepancy may just bea 
difference in whether the capitals of the pillars were 
included in the measurement height. 


6:34" Ezek. 41:23-25 6:3651Kin.7:12  6:37¢1 Kin. 
6:1 6:3841 Kin. 5:5; 6:1;8:19 7:192 Chr. 8:1 
7:2°2Chr.9:16 7:82 Chr.8:11 7:12.41 Kin. 6:36 
€jJohn 10:23 7:14f2 Chr. 2:14 92 Chr. 4:16 "Ex. 31:3; 
36:1 7:15 ‘Jer. 52:21 
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the convex surface which was next to the 
network; and there were ‘two hundred 
such pomegranates in rows on each of the 
capitals all around. 

21kThen he set up the pillars by the ves- 
tibule of the temple; he set up the pillar on 
the right and called its name Jachin, and 
he set up the pillar on the left and called its 
name Boaz. 22The tops of the pillars were 
in the shape of lilies. So the work of the pil- 
lars was finished. 


The Sea and the Oxen 

23nd he made 'the Sea of cast bronze, 
ten cubits from one brim to the other; it 
was completely round. Its height was five 
cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured 
its circumference. 

24Below its brim were ornamental buds 
encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, “all 
the way around the Sea. The ornamental 
buds were cast in two rows when it was 
cast. 25It stood on "twelve oxen: three 
looking toward the north, three looking 
toward the west, three looking toward the 
south, and three looking toward the east; 
the Sea was set upon them, and all their 
back parts pointed inward. 26It was a hand- 
breadth thick; and its brim was shaped like 
the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It con- 
tained two thousand* baths. 


The Carts and the Lavers 

27He also made ten carts of bronze; 
four cubits was the length of each cart, 
four cubits its width, and three cubits its 
height. 28And this was the design of the 
carts: They had panels, and the panels 
were between frames; 290n the panels 
that were between the frames were lions, 
oxen, and cherubim. And on the frames 
was a pedestal on top. Below the lions and 
oxen were wreaths of plaited work. 39Ev- 
ery cart had four bronze wheels and axles 
of bronze, and its four feet had supports. 
Under the laver were supports of cast 
bronze beside each wreath. 31Its open- 
ing inside the crown at the top was one 
cubit in diameter; and the opening was 
round, shaped like a pedestal, one and a 
half cubits in outside diameter; and also 
on the opening were engravings, but the 
panels were square, not round. ?2Under 
the panels were the four wheels, and the 
axles of the wheels were joined to the cart. 
The height of a wheel was one and a half 


cubits. 33The workmanship of the wheels 
was like the workmanship of a chariot 
wheel; their axle pins, their rims, their 
spokes, and their hubs were all of cast 
bronze. 34And there were four supports at 
the four corners of each cart; its supports 
were part of the cart itself. 35On the top 
of the cart, at the height of half a cubit, it 
was perfectly round. And on the top of the 
cart, its flanges and its panels were of the 
same casting. 36On the plates of its flanges 
and on its panels he engraved cherubim, 
lions, and palm trees, wherever there was 
a clear space on each, with wreaths all 
around. 37Thus he made the ten carts. All 
of them were of the same mold, one mea- 
sure, and one shape. 

38Then che made ten lavers of bronze; 
each laver contained forty baths, and each 
laver was four cubits. On each of the ten 
carts was a laver. 39And he put five carts 
on the right side of the house, and five on 
the left side of the house. He set the Sea 
on the right side of the house, toward the 
southeast. 


Furnishings of the Temple 

40>Huram* made the lavers and the 
shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished 
doing all the work that he was to do for 
King Solomon for the house of the LORD: 
4ithe two pillars, the two bowl-shaped 
capitals that were on top of the two pillars; 
the two “networks covering the two bowIl- 
shaped capitals which were on top of the 
pillars; 42"four hundred pomegranates for 
the two networks (two rows of pomegran- 
ates for each network, to cover the two 
bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of 
the pillars); 43the ten carts, and ten lavers 
on the carts; 44one Sea, and twelve oxen 
under the Sea; 45sthe pots, the shovels, and 
the bowls. 

All these articles which Huram* made 
for King Solomon for the house of the 
LORD were of burnished bronze. 46tIn the 
plain of Jordan the king had them cast in 
clay molds, between “Succoth and vZa- 
retan. 47And Solomon did not weigh all 
thearticles, because there weresomany;the 
weight of the bronze was not “determined. 


* 7:26 Or three thousand (compare 2 Chronicles 
4:5) *7:40 Hebrew Hiram (compare 2 Chronicles 
2:13, 14) *7:45 Hebrew Hiram (compare 2 Chron- 
icles 2:13, 14) 


7:21 Jachin... Boaz. Jachin means “He will estab- 
lish.” Boaz may mean “in Him is strength.” Another 
possible meaning is “He is quick.” These two pillars 
were placed near the porch in front of the temple 
(2 Chr. 3:17). 

7:40-47 Service—When talents and skills are used 
in God's service, no work is insignificant. All is deserv- 
ing of our best because it is done for God (Matt. 
10:42). For this task Huram was filled with wisdom, 
understanding, and skill (v. 14). This description is 


similar to the description of Bezalel’s work on the tab- 
ernacle (Ex. 31:2-6). The Holy Spirit is the source of 
natural gifts as well as the supernatural gifts used in 
the service of the Lord. 


7:20/ Jer.52:23. 7:2142Chr.3:17 | 7:23/2 Chr. 

4:2. 7:24™2Chr.4:3 7:25"Jer.52:20  7:38°2 Chr. 
4:6 7:40°2Chr.4:11—5:1_ 7:41.91 Kin. 7:17, 18 
7:42°1Kin.7:20  7:455Ex.27:3.  7:462 Chr. 4:17 
"Gen. 33:17 “Josh. 3:16 7:47 1 Chr. 22:3, 14 


48Thus Solomon had all the furnishings 
made for the house of the LORD: the altar 
of gold, and the table of gold on which was 
zthe showbread; “*the lampstands of pure 
gold, five on the right side and five on the 
left in front of the inner sanctuary, with 
the flowers and the lamps and the wick- 
trimmers of gold; 5%the basins, the trim- 
mers, the bowls, the ladles, and the censers 
of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both 
for the doors of the inner room (the Most 
Holy Place) and for the doors of the main 
hall of the temple. 

51So all the work that King Solomon had 
done for the house of the LORD was fin- 
ished; and Solomon brought in the things 
awhich his father David had dedicated: the 
silver and the gold and the furnishings. He 
put them in the treasuries of the house of 
the LORD. 


The Ark Brought into the Temple 
Now ¢Solomon assembled the elders 
of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, 

the chief fathers of the children of Israel, 

to King Solomon in Jerusalem, >that they 
might bring cup the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD from the City of David, which 
is Zion. 2Therefore all the men of Israel 
assembled with King Solomon at the 
dfeast in the month of Ethanim, which is 
the seventh month. 3So all the elders of 

Israel came, eand the priests took up the 

ark. 4Then they brought up the ark of the 

LORD, fthe tabernacle of meeting, and all 

the holy furnishings that were in the taber- 

nacle. The priests and the Levites brought 
them up. 5Also King Solomon, and all the 
congregation of Israel who were assem- 
bled with him, were with him before the 
ark, £sacrificing sheep and oxen that could 
not be counted or numbered for multitude. 
6Then the priests "brought in the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD to ‘its place, into 
the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the 

Most Holy Place, iunder the wings of the 

cherubim. 7For the cherubim spread their 
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two wings over the place of the ark, and 
the cherubim overshadowed the ark and 
its poles. 8The poles *extended so that the 
ends of the poles could be seen from the 
holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; 
but they could not be seen from outside. 
And they are there to this day. 9'Nothing 
was in the ark “except the two tablets of 
stone which Moses "put there at Horeb, 
owhen the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came out of 
the land of Egypt. 

10And it came to pass, when the priests 
came out of the holy place, that the cloud 
filled the house of the LORD, so that the 
priests could not continue ministering 
because of the cloud; for the ¢glory of the 
LORD filled the house of the LORD. 

122rThen Solomon spoke: 


“The LORD said He would dwell sin the 
dark cloud. 
13 t] have surely built You an exalted 
house, 
uAnd a place for You to dwell in 
forever.” 


Solomon's Speech at 


Completion of the Work 

4Then the king turned around and 
vblessed the whole assembly of Israel, 
while all the assembly of Israel was stand- 
ing. 5And he said: w“Blessed be the LORD 
God of Israel, who *spoke with His mouth 
to my father David, and with His hand has 
fulfilled it, saying, 16‘Since the day that I 
brought My people Israel out of Egypt, I 
have chosen no city from any tribe of Is- 
rael in which to build a house, that yMy 
name might be there; but I chose 7David 
to be over My people Israel.’ !7Now «it was 
in the heart of my father David to build a 
temple* for the name of the LORD God of Is- 
rael. 18)But the LORD said to my father Da- 
vid, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build 


* 8:17 Literally house, and so in verses 18-20 


7:48 furnishings. The furnishings of the temple were 
designed to correspond with similar furnishings in 
the tabernacle (Ex. 25; 30). Although Solomon made 
ten tables and lampstands instead of one, their func- 
tions remained the same, all ten being considered 
one unit (2 Chr. 29:18). 

7:51 David. David's personal example of giving 
(1 Chr. 29:1-9) provided a high model of godly con- 
cern in leadership. 

8:1 ark of the covenant. The ark had been in Jerusa- 
lem for some time (2 Sam. 6), and now it was finally 
in its proper setting. With the erection of the temple 
and the placement of the ark, the division of spiritual 
activities between Gibeon, the location of the taber- 
nacle, and Jerusalem, where the ark had resided in a 
temporary shelter, was now at an end. The pattern of 
central worship set up in the wilderness could once 
again be observed (Deut. 12:1—4). 

8:9 two tablets of stone. The two tablets upon 
which the Ten Commandments were inscribed were 


known as the “tablets of the covenant” (Deut. 9:9) 
and were kept in the ark (Deut. 10:1—5,8) along with 
the jar of manna (Ex. 16:33-34) and Aaron's rod that 
budded (Num. 17:10). 
8:10-11 the cloud. This visible presence of God’s 
dwelling with His people—sometimes called the 
“shekinah glory”—had also covered the tabernacle 
when it was inaugurated (Ex. 40:34-35). 


7:48 * Ex. 37:25, 26; 2 Chr. 4:8 Y Ex. 37:10, 11 ZLev. 24:5-8 
7:5192Sam. 8:11 8:192 Chr. 5:2-14 62 Sam. 6:12-17 
©2Sam.5:7;6:12,16 8:24Lev.23:34 8:3@Num. 4:15; 
7:9 8:4f2Chr.1:3 8:592Sam.6:13  8:62Sam. 
6:17 ‘1 Kin. 6:19 /1Kin.6:27 8:8‘ Ex. 25:13-15; 

37:4,5  8:9/Ex. 25:21 ™Deut. 10:5 " Ex. 24:7, 8; 40:20 
EX. 34:27,28 8:10P Ex. 40:34,35 8:1192 Chr. 

71,2  8:12'2 Chr. 6:1 5Ps. 18:11;97:2 8:13 42 Sam. 
7:13 “Ps. 132:14 8:14”2Sam.6:18 8:15 “Luke 1:68 
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a temple for My name, you did well that 
it was in your heart. 19Nevertheless cyou 
shall not build the temple, but your son who 
will come from your body, he shall build 
the temple for My name.’ 2°So the LORD 
has fulfilled His word which He spoke; 
and I have filled the position of my father 
David, and sit on the throne of Israel, ¢as 
the LORD promised; and I have built a tem- 
ple for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 
21And there I have made a place for the 
ark, in which is ¢the covenant of the LORD 
which He made with our fathers, when He 
brought them out of the land of Egypt.” 


Solomon's Prayer of Dedication 

22Then Solomon stood before fthe altar 
of the LorD in the presence of all the as- 
sembly of Israel, and ¢spread out his hands 
toward heaven; 28and he said: “LORD God 
of Israel, "there is no God in heaven above 
or on earth below like You, ‘who keep Your 
covenant and mercy with Your servants 
who /walk before You with all their hearts. 
24You have kept what You promised Your 
servant David my father; You have both 
spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it 
with Your hand, as it is this day. 25There- 
fore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what 
You promised Your servant David my fa- 
ther, saying, *‘You shall not fail to have a 
man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, 
only if your sons take heed to their way, 
that they walk before Me as you have 
walked before Me.’ 26And now I pray, O 
God of Israel, let Your word come true, 
which You have spoken to Your servant 
David my father. 

27“But ™will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? Behold, heaven and the "heaven of 


heavens cannot contain You. How much 
less this temple which I have built! 28 Yet 
regard the prayer of Your servant and his 
supplication, O LORD my God, and listen 
to the cry and the prayer which Your ser- 
vant is praying before You today: 2%that 
Your eyes may be open toward this temple 
night and day, toward the place of which 
You said, “My name shall be Pthere,’ that 
You may hear the prayer which Your ser- 
vant makes “toward this place. 2°"And may 
You hear the supplication of Your servant 
and of Your people Israel, when they pray 
toward this place. Hear in heaven Your 
dwelling place; and when You hear, for- 
give. 

31“When anyone sins against his neigh- 
bor, and is forced to take san oath, and 
comes and takes an oath before Your altar 
in this temple, 32then hear in heaven, and 
act, and judge Your servants, tcondemning 
the wicked, bringing his way on his head, 
and justifying the righteous by giving him 
according to his righteousness. 

33u“When Your people Israel are defeat- 
ed before an enemy because they have 
sinned against You, and Ywhen they turn 
back to You and confess Your name, and 
pray and make supplication to You in this 
temple, 34then hear in heaven, and forgive 
the sin of Your people Israel, and bring 
them back to the land which You gave to 
their “fathers. 

35x“When the heavens are shut up and 
there is no rain because they have sinned 
against You, when they pray toward this 
place and confess Your name, and turn 
from their sin because You afflict them, 
36then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin 
of Your servants, Your people Israel, that 


8:20 the Lorp has fulfilled. \srael's God is a keeper of 
promises. His promise to give Abraham's descendants 
a land (Gen. 15:13-14,18-21; Josh. 14:12-15) had 
been provisionally realized Josh. 21:43—45). Solomon 
also appropriated God's promise to David (2 Sam. 
7:12-18). Subsequent kings in the Davidic line could 
likewise by faith enjoy the blessings of God promised 
in the Davidic covenant (Ps. 89:3—4,19-24,27-37). 
8:27 God. God is infinite; no mere building, no 
matter how wonderful, can contain Him. God rules 
from heaven in a realm far superior to anything 
that man can imagine. Unlike the pagan gods who 
were thought to actually live in the temples built 
for them, He is not limited by time or space (Acts 
7:48; 17:24). Yet God has committed Himself to fel- 
lowship with men, walking among them on the 
earth and being their God. Incredibly, He has cho- 
sen to dwell in the hearts of human beings. The 
true believer is the temple that God desires (1 Cor. 
3:16-19). 

8:29-30 The Temple in the Life of Israel—Once 
Solomon built the temple, it became the primary 
location for the ceremonial worship of Israel. But it 
was also to be a house of prayer (Is. 56:7), a special 
place where God's people could rightly maintain 
their individual relationships with God. The temple 
was a place for repentance and forgiveness (Luke 


18:10-14). It was a place for petitions to be brought to 
God. The temple was the central point of worship and 
life for Israel. Even today in many European towns, 
beautiful church buildings stand in the town square 
as a testament to the centrality that the church once 
had in the life of the community. 

Too often we fall into a practice that makes cere- 
mony itself the central thing or in some cases the only 
thing. Here, we can see what mattered most was not 
the ritualistic practices but communication with God. 
This passage and others like it give clarity to many of 
the claims of the prophets mentioned later in Scrip- 
ture. If the people had been praying and listening to 
God as a part of the act of worship, surely they would 
have been more obedient to His commands, espe- 
cially in view of the fact that prophets continually 
rebuked them. 
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You may Yteach them 7the good way in 
which they should walk; and send rain on 
Your land which You have given to Your 
people as an inheritance. 

37a“When there is famine in the land, 
pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or 
grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges 
them in the land of their cities; whatev- 
er plague or whatever sickness there is; 
38whatever prayer, whatever supplication 
is made by anyone, or by all Your people 
Israel, when each one knows the plague of 
his own heart, and spreads out his hands 
toward this temple: 3%then hear in heav- 
en Your dwelling place, and forgive, and 
act, and give to everyone according to all 
his ways, whose heart You know (for You 
alone know the hearts of all the sons of 
men), 4°cthat they may fear You all the days 
that they live in the land which You gave to 
our fathers. 

41“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, 
who is not of Your people Israel, but has 
come from a far country for Your name’s 
sake 42(for they will hear of Your great 
name and Your 4strong hand and Your out- 
stretched arm), when he comes and prays 
toward this temple, 48hear in heaven Your 
dwelling place, and do according to all for 
which the foreigner calls to You, ¢that all 
peoples of the earth may know Your name 
and ‘fear You, as do Your people Israel, and 
that they may know that this temple which 
Ihave built is called by Your name. 

44“When Your people go out to battle 
against their enemy, wherever You send 
them, and when they pray to the LORD 
toward the city which You have chosen 
and the temple which I have built for Your 
name, then hear in heaven their prayer 
and their supplication, and maintain their 
cause. 

46“\When they sin against You £(for there 
is no one who does not sin), and You be- 
come angry with them and deliver them 
to the enemy, and they take them captive 
hto the land of the enemy, far or near; 47iyet 
when they come to themselves in the land 
where they were carried captive, and re- 
pent, and make supplication to You in the 
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land of those who took them captive, /say- 
ing, ‘We have sinned and done wrong, we 
have committed wickedness’; 48and when 
they return to You with all their heart 
and with all their soul in the land of their 
enemies who led them away captive, and 
Ipray to You toward their land which You 
gave to their fathers, the city which You 
have chosen and the temple which I have 
built for Your name: 4%then hear in heaven 
Your dwelling place their prayer and their 
supplication, and maintain their cause, 
50and forgive Your people who have sinned 
against You, and all their transgressions 
which they have transgressed against You; 
and “grant them compassion before those 
who took them captive, that they may have 
compassion on them 5!(for "they are Your 
people and Your inheritance, whom You 
brought out of Egypt, °out of the iron fur- 
nace), 52»that Your eyes may be open to the 
supplication of Your servant and the sup- 
plication of Your people Israel, to listen to 
them whenever they call to You. 58For You 
separated them from among all the peoples 
of the earth to be Your inheritance, 4as You 
spoke by Your servant Moses, when You 
co our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord 
OD.” 


Solomon Blesses the Assembly 

54rA nd so it was, when Solomon had fin- 
ished praying all this prayer and supplica- 
tion to the LORD, that he arose from before 
the altar of the LORD, from kneeling on his 
knees with his hands spread up to heav- 
en. 55Then he stood sand blessed all the 
assembly of Israel with a loud voice, say- 
ing: 56“Blessed be the LORD, who has given 
trest to His people Israel, according to all 
that He promised. There has not failed 
one word of all His good promise, which 
He promised through His servant Moses. 
57May the LorD our God be with us, as He 
was with our fathers. vVMay He not leave us 
nor forsake us, *8that He may Wincline our 
hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways, 
and to keep His commandments and His 
statutes and His judgments, which He 
commanded our fathers. 59And may these 


8:41 foreigner. Unlike God's people or resident aliens 
within the commonwealth of Israel (Deut. 10:18-19), 
foreigners had no particular claim on the ear of God. 
But the Israelites expected foreigners to be drawn to 
God by the way His people worshiped Him. 

8:54 arose... from kneeling. Chronicles adds that 
Solomon’s prayer and blessing were accompanied by 
heavenly fire that consumed the sacrifice on the altar 
(2 Chr. 7:1-3). 

8:58 Regeneration—Solomon prayed for an abil- 
ity given by God that would allow the people to live 
according to the covenant which had been given 
at the time of Moses. Solomon was aware that the 
nation’s history was full of examples of the people 
turning away from God and from His written reve- 
lation. Ultimately, the promise of God to the nation 
of Israel was that there would be a new covenant 


given to them which would be internalized and 
which would be brought about by the Holy Spirit 
(er. 31)—the new covenant which was ratified in 
Jesus’ blood (1 Cor. 11:25). Believers today have a 
power which enables us to live according to God's 
word—the Holy Spirit who is the agent of our regen- 
eration. 
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words of mine, with which I have made 
supplication before the LORD, be near the 
LORD our God day and night, that He may 
maintain the cause of His servant and the 
cause of His people Israel, as each day may 
require, 6xthat all the peoples of the earth 
may know that »the LORD is God; there 
is no other. ®!Let your zheart therefore be 
loyal to the LORD our God, to walk in His 
statutes and keep His commandments, as 
at this day.” 


Solomon Dedicates the Temple 

62Then ¢the king and all Israel with him 
offered sacrifices before the LORD. &&And 
Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offer- 
ings, which he offered to the LORD, twenty- 
two thousand bulls and one hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all 
the children of Israel dedicated the house 
of the LORD. 64On >the same day the king 
consecrated the middle of the court that 
was in front of the house of the LORD; for 
there he offered burnt offerings, grain of- 
ferings, and the fat of the peace offerings, 
because the ‘bronze altar that was before 
the LORD was too small to receive the burnt 
offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings. 

65At that time Solomon held 4a feast, 
and all Israel with him, a great assem- 
bly from ¢the entrance of Hamath to ‘the 
Brook of Egypt, before the LORD our 
God, seven days and seven more days— 
fourteen days. 66On the eighth day he 
sent the people away; and they blessed 
the king, and went to their tents joyful and 
glad of heart for all the good that the LORD 
had done for His servant David, and for 
Israel His people. 


God's Second Appearance 
to Solomon 
And it came to pass, when Solomon 
had finished building the house of 
the LORD Pand the king’s house, and <all 
Solomon’s desire which he wanted to do, 
2that the LORD appeared to Solomon the 
second time, ¢as He had appeared to him 
at Gibeon. 3And the LorD said to him: e“I 
have heard your prayer and your suppli- 
cation that you have made before Me; I 
have consecrated this house which you 


have built fto put My name there forev- 
er, and ¢My eyes and My heart will be 
there perpetually. 4Now if you "walk be- 
fore Me ‘as your father David walked, in 
integrity of heart and in uprightness, to 
do according to all that I have command- 
ed you, and if you ikeep My statutes and 
My judgments, 5then I will establish the 
throne of your kingdom over Israel forev- 
er, as I promised David your father, say- 
ing, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on 
the throne of Israel.’ &But if you or your 
sons at all turn from following Me, and 
do not keep My commandments and My 
statutes which I have set before you, but 
go and serve other gods and worship them, 
7™mthen I will cut off Israel from the land 
which I have given them; and this house 
which I have consecrated "for My name I 
will cast out of My sight. °Israel will be a 
proverb and a byword among all peoples. 
8And as for pthis house, which is exalted, 
everyone who passes by it will be aston- 
ished and will hiss, and say, 7‘Why has 
the LORD done thus to this land and to 
this house?’ Then they will answer, ‘Be- 
cause they forsook the LORD their God, 
who brought their fathers out of the land 
of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, 
and worshiped them and served them; 
therefore the LORD has brought all this 
rcalamity on them.’” 


Solomon and Hiram Exchange 
Gifts 

10Now sit happened at the end of twen- 
ty years, when Solomon had built the two 
houses, the house of the LORD and the 
king’s house !!t(Hiram the king of Tyre had 
supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress 
and gold, as much as he desired), that King 
Solomon then gave Hiram twenty cities in 
the land of Galilee. 12Then Hiram went 
from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon 
had given him, but they did not please him. 
13So he said, “What kind of cities are these 
which you have given me, my brother?” 
uAnd he called them the land of Cabul,* 
as they are to this day. 4Then Hiram sent 
the king one hundred and twenty talents 
of gold. 


*9:13 Literally Good for Nothing 


8:60 all the peoples of the earth. This verse does 
not limit God to the Jews but includes the Gentiles 
as well. 

9:2 second time. God had appeared previously to 
Solomon in Gibeon (3:4—15). The Lord’s warning was 
a necessary reminder for Solomon, who eventually 
did compromise the conditions required for enjoying 
God's blessing (11:1-11). 

9:12 they did not please him. Hiram’s displeasure 
with Solomon's gift would later result in Solomon's 
redeeming the towns by repaying the debt in another 
manner (2 Chr. 8:1-2). 

9:14 one hundred and twenty talents. A talent was 


said to be the full load one man could easily carry. 
It was equal to three thousand shekels, or about 70 
pounds. 
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Solomon's Additional 
Achievements 

15And this is the reason for vthe labor 
force which King Solomon raised: to build 
the house of the LORD, his own house, the 
wMillo,* the wall of Jerusalem, xHazor, 
yMegiddo, and 2Gezer. 16(Pharaoh king of 
Egypt had gone up and taken Gezer and 
burned it with fire, chad killed the Canaan- 
ites who dwelt in the city, and had given 
it as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s 
wife.) 17And Solomon built Gezer, Lower 
bBeth Horon, !8cBaalath, and Tadmor in 
the wilderness, in the land of Judah, !all 
the storage cities that Solomon had, cities 
for his chariots and cities for his ¢cavalry, 
and whatever Solomon ‘desired to build in 
Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land 
of his dominion. 

20gAll the people who were left of the 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites, who were not of the children of 
Israel— 2!that is, their descendants "who 
were left in the land after them, ‘whom 
the children of Israel had not been able 
to destroy completely—ifrom these Sol- 
omon raised forced labor, as it is to this 
day. 22But of the children of Israel Sol- 
omon 'made no forced laborers, because 
they were men of war and his servants: his 
officers, his captains, commanders of his 
chariots, and his cavalry. 

230thers were chiefs of the officials who 
were over Solomon’s work: five hundred 
and fifty, who ruled over the people who 
did the work. 

24But "Pharaoh’s daughter came up from 
the City of David to °her house which Sol- 
omon* had built for her. Then he built the 
Millo. 

25aNow three times a year Solomon of- 
fered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
on the altar which he had built for the 
LORD, and he burned incense with them 
on the altar that was before the LORD. So 
he finished the temple. 

26rKing Solomon also built a fleet of 
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ships at SEzion Geber, which is near Elath* 
on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of 
Edom. 27tThen Hiram sent his servants 
with the fleet, seamen who knew the sea, to 
work with the servants of Solomon. 28And 
they went to “Ophir, and acquired four 
hundred and twenty talents of gold from 
there, and brought it to King Solomon. 


The Queen of Sheba’s Praise 


of Solomon 
1 Now when the «queen of Sheba heard 
of the fame of Solomon concerning 
the name of the LORD, she came ?to test 
him with hard questions. 2She came to 
Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with 
camels that bore spices, very much gold, 
and precious stones; and when she came to 
Solomon, she spoke with him about all that 
was in her heart. 3So Solomon answered 
all her questions; there was nothing so dif- 
ficult for the king that he could not explain 
it to her. 4And when the queen of Sheba had 
seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house 
that he had built, 5the food on his table, the 
seating of his servants, the service of his 
waiters and their apparel, his cupbearers, 
cand his entryway by which he went up to 
the house of the LORD, there was no more 
spirit in her. 6Then she said to the king: 
“Tt was a true report which I heard in my 
own land about your words and your wis- 
dom. 7However I did not believe the words 
until I came and saw with my own eyes; 
and indeed the half was not told me. Your 
wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of 
which I heard. 84Happy are your men and 
happy are these your servants, who stand 
continually before you and hear your wis- 
dom! 9eBlessed be the LoRD your God, who 
fdelighted in you, setting you on the throne 
of Israel! Because the LORD has loved Israel 
forever, therefore He made you king, “to do 
justice and righteousness.” 


*9:15 Literally The Landfill 
(compare 2 Chronicles 8:11) 
(compare 2 Kings 14:22) 


* 9:24 Literally he 
*9:26 Hebrew Eloth 


9:16 Gezer. Gezer had been a strong Canaanite city, a 
part of Ephraim’s territorial assignment. Ephraim had 
never taken Gezer; however, Egypt had conquered 
the city. Its key location on the edge of the lowlands 
west of Jerusalem made it a splendid gift for Pharaoh 
to give on the occasion of his daughter's marriage to 
Solomon. 

9:26 Ezion Geber. Ezion Geber was at the head of the 
modern Gulf of Aqaba. Its key location as an outlet to 
the Red Sea and the regions beyond made it commer- 
cially important to Solomon and to Hiram, his Phoeni- 
cian trading partner (2 Chr. 8:17-18). 

9:28 Ophir. The exact location of Ophir is a mys- 
tery. Some have speculated that it may have been in 
Africa, since it was reached by sea (1 Kin. 22:48). It was 
certainly a celebrated gold area, the source of much 
of the wealth David and Solomon used to pay for their 
vast building projects (1 Chr. 29:4). 

10:1 Sheba. Located in southwestern Arabia 


(present-day Yemen), Sheba was the homeland of the 
Sabeans, a people whose far-flung commercial enter- 
prises stretched from Syria to east Africa to distant 
India. The Sabeans dealt in such precious commod- 
ities as gold, gemstones, perfumes, and rare spices. 

10:9 Blessed be the Lorp your God. The queen's 
acknowledgment of Solomon's God and the Lord’s 
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10Then she "gave the king one hundred 
and twenty talents of gold, spices in great 
quantity, and precious stones. There never 
again came such abundance of spices as 
the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 
lliAlso, the ships of Hiram, which brought 
gold from Ophir, brought great quantities 
of almug* wood and precious stones from 
Ophir. !2i/And the king made steps of the 
almug wood for the house of the LORD 
and for the king’s house, also harps and 
stringed instruments for singers. There 
never again came such *almug wood, nor 
has the like been seen to this day. 

13Now King Solomon gave the queen of 
Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked, 
besides what Solomon had given her ac- 
cording to the royal generosity. So she 
turned and went to her own country, she 
and her servants. 


Solomon's Great Wealth 

4The weight of gold that came to Sol- 
omon yearly was six hundred and sixty- 
six talents of gold, 5besides that from the 
'traveling merchants, from the income of 
traders, "from all the kings of Arabia, and 
from the governors of the country. 

16And King Solomon made two hundred 
large shields of hammered gold; six hun- 
dred shekels of gold went into each shield. 
17He also made "three hundred shields of 
hammered gold; three minas of gold went 
into each shield. The king put them in the 
oHouse of the Forest of Lebanon. 

18»Moreover the king made a great 
throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure 
gold. 19The throne had six steps, and the top 
of the throne was round at the back; there 
were armrests on either side of the place 
of the seat, and two lions stood beside the 
armrests. 20 Twelve lions stood there, one on 
each side of the six steps; nothing like this 
had been made for any other kingdom. 

21aA11 King Solomon’s drinking vessels 
were gold, and all the vessels of the House 


of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. 
Not one was silver, for this was accounted 
as nothing in the days of Solomon. 22For 
the king had "merchant ships* at sea with 
the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years 
the merchant ‘ships came bringing gold, 
silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.* 28So 
‘King Solomon surpassed all the kings of 
the earth in riches and wisdom. 

24Now all the earth sought the presence 
of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God 
had put in his heart. 25Each man brought 
his present: articles of silver and gold, gar- 
ments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at 
a set rate year by year. 

26uAnd Solomon vgathered chariots 
and horsemen; he had one thousand four 
hundred chariots and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he stationed* in the char- 
iot cities and with the king at Jerusalem. 
27wThe king made silver as common in Je- 
rusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees 
as abundant as the sycamores which are in 
the lowland. 

28xAlso Solomon had horses imported 
from Egypt and Keveh; the king’s mer- 
chants bought them in Keveh at the current 
price. 29Now a chariot that was imported 
from Egypt cost six hundred shekels of 
silver, and a horse one hundred and fifty; 
yand thus, through their agents,* they ex- 
ported them to all the kings of the Hittites 
and the kings of Syria. 


Solomon’s Heart Turns 


from the LorD 

1 But “King Solomon loved many for- 
eign women, as well as the daugh- 

ter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, 


* 10:11 Or algum (compare 2 Chronicles 9:10, 

11) *10:22 Literally ships of Tarshish, deep-sea 
vessels © Or peacocks *10:26 Following Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate (compare 
2 Chronicles 9:25); Masoretic Text reads led. 

* 10:29 Literally by their hands 


covenant faithfulness towards Israel does not neces- 
sarily mean that she made a commitment of personal 
faith in the Lord. She may simply have been express- 
ing respect for Solomon's God (see 5:7). 

10:26 one thousand four hundred chariots. Shal- 
maneser Ill of Assyria reported that at the battle of 
Qarqar (853 B.c.) he faced a combined enemy chariot 
force of 3,900, some two thousand of which were 
supplied by Israel. 

10:27 silver... cedar trees. Under Solomon, Israel 
enjoyed its greatest period of prosperity. This time of 
prosperity and peace also must have allowed for the 
growth of scholarship and for arts and music. 

11:1 many foreign women. Taking foreign wives 
violated the Lord’s prohibitions against marrying 
Canaanite women (v. 2; Ex. 34:12-17; Deut. 7:13); 
taking many wives violated the standard of monog- 
amy established at the beginning (Gen. 2:24-25), and 
resulted in rampant polygamy, something God had 
also forbidden to Israel’s future kings (Deut. 17:17). 
11:1-2 Materialism—Even before Israel crossed 


over the Jordan and entered the Promised Land, 
God had given special instructions for the nation’s 
future kings, warning them against materialism: they 
were not to collect horses, women, or gold for them- 
selves (Deut. 17:16-17). However, King Solomon did 
all three, resulting in his downfall. He owned many 
horses (4:26); he gathered hundreds of wives and 
concubines (v. 3); and he possessed much gold and 
silver (10:14-27). The gathering of material wealth, 
when gained honestly, is not prohibited in the Bible. 
mproper love of possessions, however, is idolatry. 
We can own things, but things must not own us. 
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Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and 
Hittites— 2from the nations of whom the 
LORD had said to the children of Israel, 
c“You shall not intermarry with them, nor 
they with you. Surely they will turn away 
your hearts after their gods.” Solomon 
clung to these in love. 3And he had seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hun- 
dred concubines; and his wives turned 
away his heart. 4For it was so, when Sol- 
omon was old, ¢that his wives turned his 
heart after other gods; and his eheart was 
not loyal to the LORD his God, fas was the 
heart of his father David. 5For Solomon 
went after sAshtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and after "Milcom the abomina- 
tion of the ‘Ammonites. Solomon did evil 
in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully 
follow the LORD, as did his father David. 
7'Then Solomon built a high place for tChe- 
mosh the abomination of Moab, on 'the hill 
that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the 
abomination of the people of Ammon. §And 
he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who 
burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. 
9So the LORD became angry with Sol- 
omon, because his heart had turned from 
the LORD God of Israel, "who had appeared 
to him twice, and "had commanded him 
concerning this thing, that he should not go 
after other gods; but he did not keep what 
the LoRD had commanded. !' Therefore the 
LORD said to Solomon, “Because you have 
done this, and have not kept My covenant 
and My statutes, which I have commanded 
you, °I will surely tear the kingdom away 
from you and give it to your Pservant. 
12Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, 
for the sake of your father David; I will tear 
it out of the hand of your son. !34However 
I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I 
will give "one tribe to your son sfor the sake 
of My servant David, and for the sake of 
Jerusalem ‘which I have chosen.” 
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Adversaries of Solomon 

14Now the LORD “raised up an adversary 
against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he 
was a descendant of the king in Edom. 
I5vFor it happened, when David was in 
Edom, and Joab the commander of the 
army had gone up to bury the slain, “after 
he had killed every male in Edom 16(be- 
cause for six months Joab remained there 
with all Israel, until he had cut down every 
male in Edom), !’that Hadad fled to go to 
Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his fa- 
ther’s servants with him. Hadad was still 
a little child. !8Then they arose from Mid- 
ian and came to Paran; and they took men 
with them from Paran and came to Egypt, 
to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a 
house, apportioned food for him, and gave 
him land. 18And Hadad found great favor 
in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him 
as wife the sister of his own wife, that is, 
the sister of Queen Tahpenes. 2°Then the 
sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his 
son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house. And Genubath was in Pharaoh’s 
household among the sons of Pharaoh. 

21xSo when Hadad heard in Egypt that 
David rested with his fathers, and that Joab 
the commander of the army was dead, Ha- 
dad said to Pharaoh, “Let me depart, that I 
may go to my own country.” 

22Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what 
have you lacked with me, that suddenly 
you seek to go to your own country?” 

So he answered, “Nothing, but do let me 
go anyway.” 

23And God raised up another adversary 
against him, Rezon the son of Eliadah, who 
had fled from his lord, YHadadezer king of 
Zobah. 24So he gathered men to him and 
became captain over a band of raiders, 
zwhen David killed those of Zobah. And 
they went to Damascus and dwelt there, 
and reigned in Damascus. 25He was an 


11:1-4 Unfaithfulness—Solomon was affected by 
the contemporary practices of the surrounding cul- 
ture. Entering into a political marriage was a means 
to consolidate a relationship with a neighboring 
monarch, and Solomon followed this custom at the 
expense of obedience to God. Unfaithfulness creeps 
into our lives when our hearts are more closely 
attuned to contemporary culture and peer pressure 
than to the voice of God. The heinousness of Sol- 
omon’s unfaithfulness stands in contrast with the 
abundance of God's favor and the plainness of His 
commands (vv. 9-10). 

11:3 seven hundred... three hundred. If the refer- 
ence to 60 queens and 80 concubines in Song of Sol- 
omon 6:8 is to Solomon’s wives, it represents a much 
earlier period in Solomon's reign. 

11:4 not loyal. Although it is true that David did not 
always live up to God's standards, he was loyal to 
God and trusted Him implicitly, even when he was 
rebuked for his sins (2 Sam. 12:13; Ps. 32:1—5; 53:1—5). 
11:7 high place. The use of high places in associ- 
ation with the worship of foreign gods shows the 
terrible danger that the high places presented to 


Israel (3:2—4; 14:23; Mic. 1:3). Molech. The worship of 
Molech was associated with Baal worship and with 
human sacrifice (Jer. 7:31-32; 19:5—6; 32:35). 

11:13 one tribe. The one tribe left to the house of 
David was Judah, the principal tribe of the southern 
kingdom. By this time, Simeon had assimilated with 
Judah (12:17-21). 

11:14 Hadad the Edomite. Hadad was one of the 
survivors who had escaped when David defeated 
the Edomite army (2 Sam. 8:13-14). Pharaoh's ready 
reception and favorable treatment of Hadad prob- 
ably had political ramifications, the pharaoh seeing 
him as a potential future ally on Israel's border. 
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adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon 
(besides the trouble that Hadad caused); 
and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over 
Syria. 


Jeroboam’s Rebellion 

26Then Solomon’s servant, “Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zere- 
da, whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a 
widow, also crebelled against the king. 

27And this is what caused him to rebel 
against the king: 4Solomon had built the 
Millo and repaired the damages to the City 
of David his father. 28The man Jeroboam 
was a mighty man of valor; and Solomon, 
seeing that the young man was ¢industri- 
ous, made him the officer over all the labor 
force of the house of Joseph. 

29Now it happened at that time, when 
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the 
prophet fAhijah the Shilonite met him on 
the way; and he had clothed himself with 
a new garment, and the two were alone in 
the field. 3°Then Ahijah took hold of the 
new garment that was on him, and £tore 
it into twelve pieces. 31And he said to Jer- 
oboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces, for 
hthus says the LORD, the God of Israel: 
‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the 
hand of Solomon and will give ten tribes 
to you 32(but he shall have one tribe for the 
sake of My servant David, and for the sake 
of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel), 33!because 
they have* forsaken Me, and worshiped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 
Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Mil- 
com the god of the people of Ammon, and 
have not walked in My ways to do what 
is right in My eyes and keep My statutes 
and My judgments, as did his father David. 
34However I will not take the whole king- 
dom out of his hand, because I have made 
him ruler all the days of his life for the 
sake of My servant David, whom I chose 


because he kept My commandments and 
My statutes. 35But JI will take the kingdom 
out of his son’s hand and give it to you— 
ten tribes. 36And to his son I will give one 
tribe, that “My servant David may always 
have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the 
city which I have chosen for Myself, to put 
My name there. 37So I will take you, and 
you shall reign over all your heart desires, 
and you shall be king over Israel. 38Then 
it shall be, if you heed all that I command 
you, walk in My ways, and do what is right 
in My sight, to keep My statutes and My 
commandments, as My servant David did, 
then ‘I will be with you and ™build for you 
an enduring house, as I built for David, and 
will give Israel to you. 39And I will afflict 
the descendants of David because of this, 
but not forever.’” 

40Solomon therefore sought to kill Jer- 
oboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled to 
Egypt, to "Shishak king of Egypt, and was 
in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 


Death of Solomon 

41Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, 
all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not 
written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 
42p And the period that Solomon reigned in 
Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 
43aThen Solomon rested with his fathers, 
and was buried in the City of David his 
father. And Rehoboam his son reigned in 
his "place. 


The Revolt Against Rehoboam 

1 2 And “Rehoboam went to >Shechem, 
for all Israel had gone to Shechem 

to make him king. 2So it happened, when 

cJeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he 

was still in 4Egypt, for he had fled from 


* 11:33 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read he has. 


11:26 Jeroboam. At first a trusted official for Sol- 
omon (v. 28), Jeroboam came under his wrath and 
fled to Egypt. Eventually, Jeroboam was instrumental 
in bringing about the prophesied schism of the coun- 
try (12:2-19). He became the first king of the northern 
kingdom (12:20). 

11:31-32 ten tribes... one tribe. The twelfth tribe 
might be Simeon, which was absorbed by Judah; it is 
also possible that Benjamin existed for some time as 
a “buffer state” between Israel and Judah, linked at 
times with the southern kingdom (2 Chr. 11:3). 

11:36 a lamp. This is an image of one of the divinely 
intended functions of the kings of ancient Israel. 
In the midst of the darkness of a pagan world, the 
Davidic kings were to be a lamp to the nations, in 
anticipation of the coming Messiah who would be 
the Light of the World (John 1:1-9; 2 Sam. 21:17; 2 Kin. 
8:19; 2 Chr. 21:7). 

11:40 Shishak. Shishak (or Sheshongq |, 945-924 B.c.) 
was the first pharaoh of Egypt's strong twenty-second 
dynasty. Ironically, this future destroyer of Israel 
appears here as a protector of one of its future kings. 


11:41 the book of the acts of Solomon. This book is 
mentioned only here; compare the references to the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel (14:19) 
and the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah 
(14:29). Itis likely that the author of the books of Kings 
drew on these sources. 

12:1 Shechem. Shechem was an important center of 
Israelite activity. It was the first place mentioned in 
Canaan with reference to Abraham (Gen. 12:6). It was 
also one of the Levitical cities of refuge (Num. 35:6). 
By going for his coronation to a place with ancient ties 
to the history of his people, and which was situated in 


11:26 41 Kin. 12:2 &2 Chr. 13:6 2 Sam. 


20:21 11:2741 Kin.9:15,24 11:28 [Prov. 

22:29] = 11:29f2 Chr.9:29  11:3091 Sam. 15:27, 
28;24:5 11:31 Kin. 11:11,13 11:33 /1 Kin. 
11:5-8 = 11:35/1 Kin. 12:16,17 11:36 [1 Kin. 15:4] 


11:38! Josh. 1:5 2 Sam. 7:11,27  11:40"2 Chr. 12:2-9 
11:41°2 Chr.9:29  11:42?2 Chr.9:30 11:43 92 Chr. 
9:31 '2Chr.10:1  12:1¢2 Chr. 10:1 © Judg. 9:6 

12:2¢1 Kin. 11:26 41 Kin. 11:40 


the presence of King Solomon and had 
been dwelling in Egypt), 3that they sent 
and called him. Then Jeroboam and the 
whole assembly of Israel came and spoke 
to Rehoboam, saying, 4“Your father made 
our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the 
burdensome service of your father, and his 
heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will 
serve you.” 

5So he said to them, “Depart for three 
days, then come back to me.” And the peo- 
ple departed. 

6Then King Rehoboam consulted the el- 
ders who stood before his father Solomon 
while he still lived, and he said, “How do 
you advise me to answer these people?” 

7And they spoke to him, saying, f“If you 
will be a servant to these people today, and 
serve them, and answer them, and speak 
good words to them, then they will be your 
servants forever.” 

8But he rejected the advice which the 
elders had given him, and consulted the 
young men who had grown up with him, 
who stood before him. 9And he said to 
them, “What advice do you give? How 
should we answer this people who have 
spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke 
which your father put on us’?” 

10Then the young men who had grown 
up with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus 
you should speak to this people who have 
spoken to you, saying, ‘Your father made 
our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on 
us’—thus you shall say to them: ‘My little 
finger shall be thicker than my father’s 
waist! 11And now, whereas my father put a 
heavy yoke on you, I will add to your yoke; 
my father chastised you with whips, but I 
will chastise you with scourges!’”* 

12So0 Jeroboam and all the people came 
to Rehoboam the third day, as the king 
had directed, saying, “Come back to me 
the third day.” !8Then the king answered 
the people roughly, and rejected the advice 
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which the elders had given him; 4and he 
spoke to them according to the advice of 
the young men, saying, “My father made 
your yoke heavy, but I will add to your 
yoke; my father chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scourges!”* 
15So the king did not listen to the people; 
for ¢the turn of events was from the LORD, 
that He might fulfill His word, which the 
LORD had "spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite 
to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

16Now when all Israel saw that the king 
did not listen to them, the people answered 
the king, saying: 


i“What share have we in David? 
We have no inheritance in the son of 
Jesse. 
To your tents, O Israel! 
Now, see to your own house, O David!” 


So Israel departed to their tents. !7But 
Rehoboam reigned over ‘the children of Is- 
rael who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 

18Then King Rehoboam &sent Adoram, 
who was in charge of the revenue; but all 
Israel stoned him with stones, and he died. 
Therefore King Rehoboam mounted his 
chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem. 19So 
Tsrael has been in rebellion against the 
house of David to this day. 

20Now it came to pass when all Israel 
heard that Jeroboam had come back, they 
sent for him and called him to the congre- 
gation, and made him king over all “Israel. 
There was none who followed the house of 
David, but the tribe of Judah "only. 

21And when °Rehoboam came to Jeru- 
salem, he assembled all the house of Judah 
with the tribe of "Benjamin, one hundred 
and eighty thousand chosen men who were 
warriors, to fight against the house of Is- 
rael, that he might restore the kingdom to 


*12:11 Literally scorpions * 12:14 Literally 


scorpions 


the region of the northern tribes, Rehoboam doubt- 
less believed that he was making a strategic move. 
12:15 from the Lorp. Even at this crucial time of 
national schism, God was sovereignly working 
through human events to accomplish His will, which 
had been made known through earlier prophecy 
(11:29-39). might fulfill His word. All things derive 
their origin and destiny from God. They are deter- 
mined, controlled, and directed from beginning 
to end by His wise and sovereign counsel. His plan 
encompasses everything that comes to pass, includ- 
ing all ends and all the ways and means to those ends. 
His plan also incorporates the folly of men in their 
deliberations, advice, and decisions, without compel- 
ling them to it by external constraint. In fact, God's 
Word reveals the solemn truth that His plan encom- 
passes even the sin, ungodliness, and evil of men in 
their motivations and aspirations, their thoughts, 
words, and deeds, without eliminating their full 
responsibility for it (Acts 2:22—23; 4:27-28). 

12:16 What share have we in David? The ancient 
rivalry felt by the northern tribes now came to a peak 


in resentment against the tribe of Judah and the 
house of David 

12:17 cities of Judah. The southern section of the 
land also included the tribal allotment of Simeon. But 
Simeon by this time had been absorbed by Judah, 
their allotment was “within the inheritance of the 
children of Judah” VJosh. 19:1). 

12:20 made him king. The coronation of Jeroboam 
had been prophesied by Ahijah the prophet of the 
Lord (11:29-31). Nonetheless, the actual coronation 
apparently was done apart from priest or prophet 
of the Lord; there was no divine anointing, no true 
religious ceremony. Only the kings of the southern 
kingdom would have the sanction of the Davidic cov- 
enant (2 Sam. 7). 
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Rehoboam the son of Solomon. 22But ¢the 
word of God came to Shemaiah the man of 
God, saying, 23“Speak to Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon, king of Judah, to all the house 
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest of 
the people, saying, 24‘Thus says the LORD: 
“You shall not go up nor fight against your 
brethren the children of Israel. Let every 
man return to his house, "for this thing 
is from Me.”’” Therefore they obeyed the 
word of the LORD, and turned back, accord- 
ing to the word of the LORD. 


Jeroboam’s Gold Calves 

25Then Jeroboam sbuilt Shechem in the 
mountains of Ephraim, and dwelt there. 
Also he went out from there and built 
tPenuel. 26And Jeroboam said in his heart, 
“Now the kingdom may return to the house 
of David: 27If these people “go up to offer 
sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Je- 
rusalem, then the heart of this people will 
turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of 
Judah, and they will kill me and go back to 
Rehoboam king of Judah.” 

28Therefore the king asked advice, 
vmade two calves of gold, and said to the 
people, “It is too much for you to go up 
to Jerusalem. wHere are your gods, O Is- 
rael, which brought you up from the land 
of Egypt!” 29And he set up one in xBethel, 
and the other he put in yDan. 39Now this 
thing became Za sin, for the people went to 
worship before the one as far as Dan. 3!He 
made shrines* on the high places, “and 
made priests from every class of people, 
who were not of the sons of Levi. 

32Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fif- 
teenth day of the eighth month, like >the 
feast that was in Judah, and offered sac- 
rifices on the altar. So he did at Bethel, 


sacrificing to the calves that he had made. 
cAnd at Bethel he installed the priests of 
the high places which he had made. 33So 
he made offerings on the altar which he 
had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of 
the eighth month, in the month which he 
had devised in his own heart. And he or- 
dained a feast for the children of Israel, and 
offered sacrifices on the altar and “burned 
incense. 


The Message of the Man of God 
1 3 And behold, ¢a man of God went from 
Judah to Bethel by the word of the 
LORD, ’and Jeroboam stood by the altar to 
burn incense. 2Then he cried out against 
the altar by the word of the LORD, and 
said, “O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD: 
‘Behold, a child, ‘Josiah by name, shall be 
born to the house of David; and on you he 
shall sacrifice the priests of the high places 
who burn incense on you, and men’s bones 
shall be burned on you.’” 3And he gave ¢a 
sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign 
which the LORD has spoken: Surely the 
altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it 
shall be poured out.” 
4So it came to pass when King Jero- 
boam heard the saying of the man of God, 
who cried out against the altar in Bethel, 
that he stretched out his hand from the al- 
tar, saying, “Arrest him!” Then his hand, 
which he stretched out toward him, with- 
ered, so that he could not pull it back to 
himself. 5The altar also was split apart, 
and the ashes poured out from the altar, 
according to the sign which the man of 
God had given by the word of the LORD. 


* 12:31 Literally a house 


12:22 Shemaiah. According to 2 Chronicles 12:15, 
Iddo the prophet and Shemaiah together wrote a his- 
tory of Rehoboam’s reign. 

12:28 two calves of gold. Not only would they strike 
a familiar chord from Israel's history, but the two 
calves would arouse the interest of the remaining 
Canaanites in the northern kingdom. The result of 
Jeroboam’s action was religious confusion and apos- 
tasy; this was the first time that a deliberate attempt 
had been made to establish a heterodox doctrine, an 
unauthorized variation of the true religion. It appears 
that Jeroboam was doing the same thing that Aaron 
did, presenting the calves as representations of God, 
and thus luring people away from true worship. 
12:29 Bethel. Bethel was north of Jerusalem in Ben- 
jamite territory, it had enjoyed a prominent place in 
Israelite history throughout the earlier patriarchal 
period (Gen. 28:10-21). Dan was in the north; before 
its capture by the Danites it had a reputation as a 
center for pagan worship (Judg. 18:30). Jeroboam’s 
choice of these two sites was a brilliant move. He 
had one site in the northernmost part of his kingdom 
and another in the southernmost part; both had long 
ties to Israel's past, and eliminated the need for long, 
tedious treks to Jerusalem. 

12:31 not of the sons of Levi. Jeroboam’s new 


religious institutions included starting a new reli- 
gious order that did not include the Levites; setting 
up shrines at high places (3:2—3); and replacing the 
Feast of Tabernacles with a fall festival of the eighth 
month. His various attempts at religious innovation 
would quickly incur God’s wrath and earn him a rep- 
utation that would live in infamy (13:33-34; 22:52). 
13:4-5 Arrest him. The life and character of Jero- 
boam stands in stark contrast to that of King David. 
When David was told that he would become king, 
he never forgot that it was God who gave him the 
position, and God who would maintain it. Jeroboam, 
however, seemed to think that he would only stay in 
office by his own efforts. When David was confronted 
with his sin by Nathan the prophet, he humbly con- 
fessed (2 Sam. 12:13). The wicked Jeroboam sought to 
arrest his accuser. 
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6Then the king answered and said to the 
man of God, “Please fentreat the favor of 
the LORD your God, and pray for me, that 
my hand may be restored to me.” 

So the man of God entreated the LORD, 
and the king’s hand was restored to him, 
and became as before. 7Then the king said 
to the man of God, “Come home with me 
and refresh yourself, and I will give you 
a reward.” 

8But the man of God said to the king, 
h“If you were to give me half your house, 
I would not go in with you; nor would I eat 
bread nor drink water in this place. 9For so 
it was commanded me by the word of the 
LORD, saying, ‘You shall not eat bread, nor 
drink water, nor return by the same way 
you came.’” 10So he went another way and 
did not return by the way he came to Bethel. 


Death of the Man of God 

Now an jold prophet dwelt in Bethel, 
and his sons came and told him all the 
works that the man of God had done that 
day in Bethel; they also told their father the 
words which he had spoken to the king. 
122And their father said to them, “Which 
way did he go?” For his sons had seen* 
which way the man of God went who came 
from Judah. !3Then he said to his sons, 
“Saddle the donkey for me.” So they sad- 
dled the donkey for him; and he rode on it, 
Mand went after the man of God, and found 
him sitting under an oak. Then he said to 
him, “Are you the man of God who came 
from Judah?” 

And he said, “I am.” 

15Then he said to him, “Come home with 
me and eat bread.” 

16And he said, “I cannot return with 
you nor go in with you; neither can I eat 
bread nor drink water with you in this 
place. !7For I have been told ‘by the word 
of the LORD, ‘You shall not eat bread nor 
drink water there, nor return by going the 
way you came.’” 

18He said to him, “I too am a prophet 
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as you are, and an angel spoke to me by 
the word of the LORD, saying, ‘Bring him 
back with you to your house, that he may 
eat bread and drink water.” (He was lying 
to him.) 

19So he went back with him, and ate 
bread in his house, and drank water. 

20Now it happened, as they sat at the 
table, that the word of the LORD came to 
the prophet who had brought him back; 
2land he cried out to the man of God who 
came from Judah, saying, “Thus says the 
LORD: ‘Because you have disobeyed the 
word of the LORD, and have not kept the 
commandment which the LORD your God 
commanded you, 22but you came back, ate 
bread, and drank water in the ™place of 
which the LorD said to you, “Eat no bread 
and drink no water,” your corpse shall not 
come to the tomb of your fathers.’” 

23So it was, after he had eaten bread and 
after he had drunk, that he saddled the 
donkey for him, the prophet whom he had 
brought back. 24When he was gone, "a lion 
met him on the road and killed him. And 
his corpse was thrown on the road, and 
the donkey stood by it. The lion also stood 
by the corpse. 25And there, men passed by 
and saw the corpse thrown on the road, 
and the lion standing by the corpse. Then 
they went and told it in the city where the 
old prophet dwelt. 

26Now when the prophet who had brought 
him back from the way heard it, he said, “It 
is the man of God who was disobedient to 
the word of the LorD. Therefore the LORD 
has delivered him to the lion, which has torn 
him and killed him, according to the word 
of the LORD which He spoke to him.” 27And 
he spoke to his sons, saying, “Saddle the 
donkey for me.” So they saddled it. 28Then 
he went and found his corpse thrown on the 
road, and the donkey and the lion stand- 
ing by the corpse. The lion had not eaten 


* 13:12 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read showed him. 


13:6 the LorbD your God. This language may be sim- 
ply deferential to the prophet, but here it may indi- 
cate recognition by Jeroboam that he was no longer 
really serving the living God. 

13:7-8 reward. The prophet was not just being 
ungracious, he was following a direct command from 
God. In biblical times, sharing a meal was more than 
just a social custom. It implied an intimate fellowship. 
Great religious ceremonies from the Passover to the 
Lord’s Table center on people eating together. The 
prophet did not want his act of mercy to suggest 
that God accepted Jeroboam’s deviant worship, or 
leave the impression that a touch from God could 
be bought and paid for. Giving a gift can be an easy 
way to avoid the really important matter of changing 
lives and lifestyles. If a person is convinced that by 
his giving he is rewarding a church or a pastor, then 
it becomes impossible for that church or pastor to 
have any kind of prophetic ministry to that individual. 
Instead, they become his debtor. 


13:11 an old prophet. This prophet was clearly an 
apostate. He had not spoken against Jeroboam; 
instead, he boldly lied to the Lord’s true prophet. 
13:19 went back with him. The man of God had 
withstood Jeroboam’s persuasions; he probably 
came expecting just such pressure. Sadly, he made 
the mistake of letting down his guard when he had 
passed the test he was expecting. There is never any 
excuse for violating God's clear instructions, and he 
paid a terrible price for his disobedience. 

13:24 a lion. The way the lion stood by both the 
man of God and his donkey shows that the lion 
did not kill for food but was God’s executioner (vv. 
25-26,28). 
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the corpse nor torn the donkey. 29And the 
prophet took up the corpse of the man of 
God, laid it on the donkey, and brought it 
back. So the old prophet came to the city to 
mourn, and to bury him. 39Then he laid the 
corpse in his own tomb; and they mourned 
over him, saying, °“Alas, my brother!” 
31So it was, after he had buried him, that 
he spoke to his sons, saying, “When I am 
dead, then bury me in the tomb where the 
man of God is buried; Play my bones beside 
his bones. 324For the saying which he cried 
out by the word of the LORD against the al- 
tar in Bethel, and against all the shrines* 
on the high places which are in the cities 
of "Samaria, will surely come to pass.” 
33s After this event Jeroboam did not turn 
from his evil way, but again he made priests 
from every class of people for the high plac- 
es; whoever wished, he consecrated him, 
and he became one of the priests of the high 
places. 34tAnd this thing was the sin of the 
house of Jeroboam, so as “to exterminate 
and destroy it from the face of the earth. 


Judgment on the House 
of Jeroboam 
1 At that time Abijah the son of Jero- 
boam became sick. 2And Jeroboam 
said to his wife, “Please arise, and disguise 
yourself, that they may not recognize you 
as the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh. 
Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who 
told me that ¢I would be king over this peo- 
ple. 3>Also take with you ten loaves, some 
cakes, and ajar of honey, and go to him; he 
will tell you what will become of the child.” 
4And Jeroboam’s wife did so; she arose 
cand went to Shiloh, and came to the house 
of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see, for his 
eyes were glazed by reason of his age. 
5Now the LorD had said to Ahijah, 
“Here is the wife of Jeroboam, coming to 
ask you something about her son, for he is 
sick. Thus and thus you shall say to her; for 
it will be, when she comes in, that she will 
pretend to be another woman.” 


6And so it was, when Ahijah heard the 
sound of her footsteps as she came through 
the door, he said, “Come in, wife of Jero- 
boam. Why do you pretend to be another 
person? For I have been sent to you with 
bad news. 7Go, tell Jeroboam, “Thus says 
the LORD God of Israel: ¢“Because I exalted 
you from among the people, and made you 
ruler over My people Israel, 8and ¢tore the 
kingdom away from the house of David, 
and gave it to you; and yet you have not 
been as My servant David, fwho kept My 
commandments and who followed Me with 
all his heart, to do only what was right in 
My eyes; 9but you have done more evil than 
all who were before you, #for you have 
gone and made for yourself other gods and 
molded images to provoke Me to anger, and 
hhave cast Me behind your back— !"there- 
fore behold! ‘I will bring disaster on the 
house of Jeroboam, and ‘will cut off from 
Jeroboam every male in Israel, bond and 
free; I will take away the remnant of the 
house of Jeroboam, as one takes away re- 
fuse until it is all gone. 1The dogs shall eat 
lwhoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in 
the city, and the birds of the air shall eat 
whoever dies in the field; for the LORD has 
spoken!”’ !2Arise therefore, go to your own 
house. When your feet enter the city, the 
child shall die. 13And all Israel shall mourn 
for him and bury him, for he is the only one 
of Jeroboam who shall come to the grave, 
because in him "there is found something 
good toward the LORD God of Israel in the 
house of Jeroboam. 

140“Moreover the LORD will raise up for 
Himself a king over Israel who shall cut 
off the house of Jeroboam; this is the day. 
What? Even now! !5For the LORD will strike 
Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water. He 
will Puproot Israel from this 4good land 
which He gave to their fathers, and will 
scatter them "beyond the River,* sbecause 
they have made their wooden images,* 


* 13:32 Literally houses * 14:15 That is, the 
Euphrates ¢ Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities 


13:32 cities of Samaria. The city of Samaria did 
not, in fact, come into being for nearly half a century 
(16:24), but the author mentions it here from his own 
later perspective. 

13:33 evil way. Rather than learning from the report 
of this incident, Jeroboam was even more set in his 
evil ways. His apostasy would earn for him his reputa- 
tion as the one who “made Israel to sin” (16:26). 

14:4 Shiloh. Located about twenty miles north of 
Jerusalem, Shiloh had been the religious center for 
the nation during the time of the judges and was the 
location of the tabernacle (Josh. 18:1; 1 Sam. 1:3). The 
city was destroyed by the Philistines after the loss of 
the ark (1 Sam. 4:1-11; Jer. 7:12-15). could not see. 
Although he was blind, Ahijah could “see” by means 
of the revelation of the living God. 

14:11 dogs. Dogs were scavengers, and in the Mid- 
dle East they came to symbolize the dregs of society 
(2 Kin. 8:13). 


14:14 cut off the house. As prophesied here, the end 
of Jeroboam’s reign would soon be accomplished 
(15:27— 16:7). 

14:15 wooden images. This refers to the wooden 
poles or images associated with the worship of the 
goddess Asherah (Judg. 3:7; 2 Kin. 23:4). Her worship 
would become one of the sins that would bring about 
the downfall of the northern kingdom (2 Kin. 17:9-11). 


13:30° Jer. 22:18 13:31? 2Kin. 23:17,18 13:3292 Kin. 
23:16, 19 1 Kin. 16:24 —13:3351 Kin. 12:31, 32 

13:34¢1 Kin. 12:30 4[1 Kin. 14:10; 15:29, 30] 14:21 Kin. 
11:29-31 14:361Sam.9:7,8 14:41 Kin. 11:29 
14:741 Kin. 16:2 14:81 Kin. 11:31 f1 Kin. 11:33, 38; 
15:5 14:991Kin. 12:28 /Ps.50:17  14:10/1 Kin. 
15:29 /1 Kin. 21:21 ‘Deut. 32:36 14:11/1 Kin. 16:4; 
21:24 141121 Kin. 14:17 14:13 92 Chr. 12:12; 19:3 
14:14°1 Kin. 15:27-29 14:15 2 Kin. 17:6 9 Uosh. 23:15, 
16] 2 Kin. 15:29 5[Ex. 34:13, 14] 


provoking the LORD to anger. 16And He 
will give Israel up because of the sins of 
Jeroboam, ‘who sinned and who made Is- 
rael sin.” 

17Then Jeroboam’s wife arose and de- 
parted, and came to “Tirzah. ,When she 
came to the threshold of the house, the 
child died. !8And they buried him; and all 
Israel mourned for him, waccording to the 
word of the LORD which He spoke through 
His servant Ahijah the prophet. 


Death of Jeroboam 

19Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, 
how he *made war and how he reigned, 
indeed they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 2°The peri- 
od that Jeroboam reigned was twenty-two 
years. So he rested with his fathers. YThen 
Nadab his son reigned in his place. 


Rehoboam Reigns in Judah 

21And Rehoboam the son of Solomon 
reigned in Judah. zRehoboam was forty- 
one years old when he became king. He 
reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the 
city 2which the LORD had chosen out of all 
the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. 
bHis mother’s name was Naamah, an Am- 
monitess. 22¢-Now Judah did evil inthe sight 
of the LORD, and they “provoked Him to 
jealousy with their sins which they com- 
mitted, more than all that their fathers had 
done. 28For they also built for themselves 
ehigh places, fsacred pillars, and wooden 
images on every high hill and “under every 
green tree. 24And there were also pervert- 
ed persons* in the land. They did accord- 
ing to all the abominations of the nations 
which the LORD had cast out before the 
children of Israel. 
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251[t happened in the fifth year of King 
Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt 
came up against Jerusalem. 26™And he 
took away the treasures of the house of the 
LoRD and the treasures of the king’s house; 
he took away everything. He also took 
away all the gold shields "which Solomon 
had made. 27Then King Rehoboam made 
bronze shields in their place, and commit- 
ted them to the hands of the captains of 
the guard, who guarded the doorway of 
the king’s house. 28And whenever the king 
entered the house of the LORD, the guards 
carried them, then brought them back into 
the guardroom. 

290Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, 
and all that he did, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? 30And there was Pwar between Re- 
hoboam and Jeroboam all their days. 314So 
Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the City of David. 
rHis mother’s name was Naamah, an Am- 
monitess. Then sAbijam* his son reigned 
in his place. 


Abijam Reigns in Judah 
15 «In the eighteenth year of King Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat, Abijam 
became king over Judah. 2He reigned 
three years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was ¢Maachah the granddaughter 
of ¢Abishalom. 3And he walked in all the 
sins of his father, which he had done be- 
fore him; ¢his heart was not loyal to the 
LORD his God, as was the heart of his fa- 
ther David. 4Nevertheless ‘for David’s sake 


* 14:24 Hebrew qadesh, that is, one practicing 
sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals 
* 14:31 Spelled Abijah in 2 Chronicles 12:16ff 


14:17 Tirzah. Famed for its beauty (Song 6:4), Tirzah 
was a royal retreat and the capital of the northern 
kingdom’s first two dynasties (15:33). 

14:19 the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel. This book is mentioned 15 times in Kings. 
Apparently it was an official record of events in the 
southern kingdom down to the days of Jehoiakim. 
This work should not be confused with the biblical 
books of Chronicles, which were written much later, 
after the exile. 

14:20 Jeroboam. Each of the subsequent kings of 
Israel was judged against the example of the wicked- 
ness of Jeroboam (15:34). Only with Ahab was a worse 
pattern set (16:31). 

14:23 high places. The high places were a problem 
throughout the history of Judah and Israel (Mic. 1:3). 
At times, the worship offered on them may have been 
done sincerely, in true worship of God (3:2-4; 2 Kin. 
12:3). But these were also the places in which Canaan- 
ite worship rites were practiced, and images set up 
to honor Baal and Asherah. Even when the worship 
on the high places was not mixed with pagan rituals, 
it was not in accord with the law of Moses (see 2 Chr. 
1:3). 

14:24 abominations. This is an exceedingly strong 
term; it describes perverted activities that impelled 


God to dispossess the Canaanite peoples from their 
land (Deut. 18:9-12). 

14:26 treasures of the house of the Lorp. The 
sacking of the temple is particularly shocking when 
we think of the long and detailed description of Sol- 
omon’s building and furnishing of the house of the 
Lord. 

15:2 Maachah. Elsewhere she is described as “the 
daughter of Uriel of Gibeah” (2 Chr. 13:2), and “the 
daughter of Absalom” (2 Chr. 11:21). It is thought that 
she was the granddaughter of Absalom; the daugh- 
ter of Uriel of Gibeah and Absalom’s daughter Tamar 
(2 Sam. 14:27). She was the favorite of Rehoboam’s 
many wives. The fact that she is mentioned in 
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the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jeru- 
salem, by setting up his son after him and 
by establishing Jerusalem; 5because Da- 
vid ¢did what was right in the eyes of the 
LORD, and had not turned aside from any- 
thing that He commanded him all the days 
of his life, "except in the matter of Uriah 
the Hittite. And there was war between 
Rehoboam* and Jeroboam all the days of 
his life. 77Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, 
and all that he did, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? And there was war between Abi- 
jam and Jeroboam. 

8kSo Abijam rested with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the City of David. Then 
Asa his son reigned in his place. 


Asa Reigns in Judah 

5In the twentieth year of Jeroboam 
king of Israel, Asa became king over Ju- 
dah. 10And he reigned forty-one years in 
Jerusalem. His grandmother’s name was 
Maachah the granddaughter of Abishalom. 
Asa did what was right in the eyes of 
the LORD, as did his father David. !2™And 
he banished the perverted persons* from 
the land, and removed all the idols that 
his fathers had made. 8AIso he removed 
nMaachah his grandmother from being 
queen mother, because she had made an 
obscene image of Asherah.* And Asa cut 


down her obscene image and °burned it 
by the Brook Kidron. !4>But the high plac- 
es were not removed. Nevertheless Asa’s 
adheart was loyal to the LORD all his days. 
15He also brought into the house of the 
LORD the things which his father "had ded- 
icated, and the things which he himself had 
dedicated: silver and gold and utensils. 

16Now there was war between Asa and 
Baasha king of Israel all their days. !7And 
sBaasha king of Israel came up against 
Judah, and built ‘Ramah, “that he might 
let none go out or come in to Asa king of 
Judah. !8Then Asa took all the silver and 
gold that was left in the treasuries of the 
house of the LORD and the treasuries of 
the king’s house, and delivered them 
into the hand of his servants. And King 
Asa sent them to VBen-Hadad the son of 
Tabrimmon, the son of Hezion, king of 
Syria, who dwelt in ~Damascus, saying, 
19“Tet there be a treaty between you and 
me, as there was between my father and 
your father. See, I have sent you a present 
of silver and gold. Come and break your 
treaty with Baasha king of Israel, so that 
he will withdraw from me.” 


* 15:6 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, Tar- 
gum, and Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and 
Syriac read Abijam. *15:12 Hebrew qedeshim, 
that is, those practicing sodomy and prostitution 
in religious rituals * 15:13 A Canaanite goddess 


connection with both her son Abijam and her grand- 
son Asa (vv. 10,12) makes it appear that she was an 
important figure, probably wielding a good deal of 
influence. 

15:4 for David’s sake. That is, because of God's 
love for David and the promise He had made to him 
(2 Sam. 7). lamp. This is one of the lovely images of 
God's intended blessing on the Davidic house. 

15:5 Perseverance—tThe lamp of God was still shin- 
ing in Jerusalem during the reign of Abijam, even 
though he was not wholly devoted to the Lord, nor 
was his father who reigned before him. In spite of the 
sins of Abijam and his father, God continued to let His 
light shine in Jerusalem for the sake of David, whose 
heart was all for the Lord. In a similar way, our actions 
will affect the generations which follow us. If we are 
committed to God’s ways, and willing to stand for 
what is right, our children will benefit; if we selfishly 
follow our own pleasures, our children often are left 
picking up the pieces. 

15:10 His grandmother’s name was Maachah. 
Literally “mother’s.” It is apparent from verse 2 that 
Maachah was Asa’s grandmother. It is important to 
remember that many times the Hebrews used the 
terms “father, mother, son, daughter” loosely, to indi- 
cate ancestry rather than exact generation (v. 3). 
15:13 he removed. Asa’s many spiritual activities 
(2 Chr. 14:2-5; 15:1-18) are telescoped into a few 
statements here. Although the reforms mentioned 
took place early in Asa’s reign (2 Chr. 14:2-5), the 
chronicler indicates that the deposing of Maachah 
took place in the fifteenth year of his rule (895 B.c.). 
Maachah’s removal came as a result of a time of cov- 
enant renewal (2 Chr. 15:1-16) and a consequent 
reaction against her vile idolatry. 


15:14 high places. In some instances, the high places 
were places where the Lord was worshiped (1 Sam. 
9:12); in other cases they were used for pagan pur- 
poses (2 Chr. 14:2-3). 

15:17 Ramah. Ramah was about five and a half miles 
north of Jerusalem on the main north-south com- 
mercial route through the land, and it was therefore 
of great importance to both kingdoms. It gave east- 
west access to both the foothills of Ephraim and the 
Mediterranean coast, so it was of strategic military 
importance as well. Baasha was striking a blow for 
control of the center of the land. 

15:18-19 Unfaithfulness—Asa’s life was a mixture 
of good and evil, faithfulness and faithlessness. He 
took a stand against the rampant idolatry, removing 
male cult prostitutes and idolatrous worship, and 
even demoting his own grandmother to reduce her 
evil influence (v. 13). Yet later in his life, he signally 
failed to trust God for either safety or health. When 
Baasha, king of Israel, attacked him, he sought help 
from the Syrians (vv. 17-18) rather than from God, 
and resented and rejected the prophetic rebuke he 
received (2 Chr. 16:7—10). Near the end of his life, Asa 
suffered a crippling disease in his feet; yet even in this 
“he did not seek the LorpD, but the physicians” (2 Chr. 
16:12). 
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20So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa, and 
xsent the captains of his armies against 
the cities of Israel. He attacked »Ijon, zDan, 
4Abel Beth Maachah, and all Chinneroth, 
with all the land of Naphtali. 21Now it 
happened, when Baasha heard it, that he 
stopped building Ramah, and remained in 
bTirzah. 

22-Then King Asa made a proclamation 
throughout all Judah; none was exempt- 
ed. And they took away the stones and 
timber of Ramah, which Baasha had used 
for building; and with them King Asa built 
dGeba of Benjamin, and ¢Mizpah. 

23The rest of all the acts of Asa, all his 
might, all that he did, and the cities which 
he built, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? But 
fin the time of his old age he was diseased 
in his feet. 24So Asa rested with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the City 
of David his father. Then "Jehoshaphat 
his son reigned in his place. 


Nadab Reigns in Israel 

25Now iNadab the son of Jeroboam be- 
came king over Israel in the second year 
of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over 
Israel two years. 26And he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, and walked in the way 
of his father, and in ‘his sin by which he had 
made Israel sin. 

27kThen Baasha the son of Ahijah, of 
the house of Issachar, conspired against 
him. And Baasha killed him at 'Gibbethon, 
which belonged to the Philistines, while 
Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbe- 
thon. 28Baasha killed him in the third year 
of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his 
place. 29And it was so, when he became 
king, that he killed all the house of Jero- 
boam. He did not leave to Jeroboam any- 
one that breathed, until he had destroyed 
him, according to ™the word of the LORD 
which He had spoken by His servant Ahi- 
jah the Shilonite, 3°"because of the sins of 
Jeroboam, which he had sinned and by 
which he had made Israel sin, because of 
his provocation with which he had pro- 
voked the LORD God of Israel to anger. 

31Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and 
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all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Is- 
rael? 320And there was war between Asa 
and Baasha king of Israel all their days. 


Baasha Reigns in Israel 

33In the third year of Asa king of Ju- 
dah, Baasha the son of Ahijah became 
king over all Israel in Tirzah, and reigned 
twenty-four years. 34He did evil in the sight 
of the LORD, and walked in ?the way of 
Jeroboam, and in his sin by which he had 
made Israel sin. 
1 Then the word of the LORD came to 

aJehu the son of >Hanani, against 

cBaasha, saying: 24“Inasmuch as I lifted 
you out of the dust and made you ruler over 
My people Israel, and ¢you have walked in 
the way of Jeroboam, and have made My 
people Israel sin, to provoke Me to anger 
with their sins, 3surely I will ftake away the 
posterity of Baasha and the posterity of his 
house, and I will make your house like ¢the 
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 4The 
dogs shall eat "whoever belongs to Baasha 
and dies in the city, and the birds of the air 
shall eat whoever dies in the fields.” 

5Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, what 
he did, and his might, ‘are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel? 6So Baasha rested with his fathers 
and was buried in /Tirzah. Then Elah his 
son reigned in his place. 

7And also the word of the LORD came 
by the prophet *Jehu the son of Hanani 
against Baasha and his house, because of 
all the evil that he did in the sight of the 
LORD in provoking Him to anger with the 
work of his hands, in being like the house 
of Jeroboam, and because the killed them. 


Elah Reigns in Israel 

8In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king 
of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha became 
king over Israel, and reigned two years 
in Tirzah. 9™Now his servant Zimri, com- 
mander of half his chariots, conspired 
against him as he was in Tirzah drinking 
himself drunk in the house of Arza, "stew- 
ard of his house in Tirzah. And Zimri 
went in and struck him and killed him in 


15:25 Nadab. His name means “generous” or 
“noble,” but he did not live up to his name. 

15:29 according to the word of the Lorb. The death 
of Nadab was in line with the prophetic fulfillment of 
God's judgment on the house of Jeroboam (14:9,16). 
Nonetheless, the manner of his death was con- 
demned by God through His prophet Jehu (16:7). 
16:1-7 Jehu. This Jehu is not to be confused with 
Jehu the king of Israel (2 Kin. 9:2). Jehu the prophet 
came from the southern kingdom; his long prophetic 
ministry lasted into the days of Jehoshaphat. Like his 
father before him, he confronted sin fearlessly, even 
in the royal house (2 Chr. 16:7-10). 

16:10 Zimri. Zimri’s treacherous act was the proph- 
esied judgment on Baasha and Elah for their wicked- 
ness. 
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the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Ju- 
dah, and reigned in his place. 

11Then it came to pass, when he began 
to reign, as soon as he was seated on his 
throne, that he killed all the household of 
Baasha; he °did not leave him one male, 
neither of his relatives nor of his friends. 
122Thus Zimri destroyed all the household 
of Baasha, Paccording to the word of the 
LORD, which He spoke against Baasha by 
Jehu the prophet, !8for all the sins of Baa- 
sha and the sins of Elah his son, by which 
they had sinned and by which they had 
made Israel sin, in provoking the LORD 
God of Israel to anger ¢with their idols. 

14Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


Zimri Reigns in Israel 

15Jn the twenty-seventh year of Asa king 
of Judah, Zimri had reigned in Tirzah sev- 
en days. And the people were encamped 
ragainst Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines. 16Now the people who were 
encamped heard it said, “Zimri has con- 
spired and also has killed the king.” So all 
Israel made Omri, the commander of the 
army, king over Israel that day in the camp. 
17Then Omri and all Israel with him went 
up from Gibbethon, and they besieged Tir- 
zah. 18And it happened, when Zimri saw 
that the city was taken, that he went into 
the citadel of the king’s house and burned 
the king’s house down upon himself with 
fire, and died, !8because of the sins which 
he had committed in doing evil in the sight 
of the LORD, sin walking in the ‘way of Jer- 
oboam, and in his sin which he had com- 
mitted to make Israel sin. 

20Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and 
the treason he committed, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 


Omri Reigns in Israel 

21Then the people of Israel were divided 
into two parts: half of the people followed 
Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king, 
and half followed Omri. 22But the people 


who followed Omri prevailed over the 
people who followed Tibni the son of Gi- 
nath. So Tibni died and Omri reigned. 23In 
the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, 
Omri became king over Israel, and reigned 
twelve years. Six years he reigned in “Tir- 
zah. 24And he bought the hill of Samaria 
from Shemer for two talents of silver; then 
he built on the hill, and called the name of 
the city which he built, Samaria, after the 
name of Shemer, owner of the hill. >~Omri 
did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and did 
worse than all who were before him. 26For 
he xwalked in all the ways of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, and in his sin by which he 
had made Israel sin, provoking the LORD 
God of Israel to anger with their vidols. 

27Now the rest of the acts of Omri which 
he did, and the might that he showed, are 
they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? 

28So Omri rested with his fathers and 
was buried in Samaria. Then Ahab his son 
reigned in his place. 


Ahab Reigns in Israel 

29In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king 
of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became 
king over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri 
reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two 
years. 30Now Ahab the son of Omri did 
evil in the sight of the LORD, more than 
all who were before him. 3!And it came to 
pass, as though it had been a trivial thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel 
the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the ¢Sido- 
nians; and he went and served Baal and 
worshiped him. 32Then he set up an altar 
for Baal in ‘the temple of Baal, which he 
had built in Samaria. 33¢And Ahab made 
a wooden image.* Ahab ¢did more to pro- 
voke the LORD God of Israel to anger than 
all the kings of Israel who were before him. 
34In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He 
laid its foundation with Abiram his first- 
born, and with his youngest son Segub he 
set up its gates, faccording to the word of 


* 16:33 Hebrew Asherah, a Canaanite goddess 


16:23 Omri. Omri's exploits are commemorated in 
the Moabite Stone and the Assyrian annals. Indeed, 
he was so important to the Assyrians that they called 
Israel “the House of Omri” long after his death. Yet 
the author of Kings describes little of Omri’s achieve- 
ments, because he did evil in the eyes of the Lord. 
16:30 Ahab. In Ahab we come to the very lowest 
point in the degeneration of the spiritual life of the 
kings of Israel. Each of the kings of the northern king- 
dom had been guilty of walking in the steps of Jero- 
boam, but Ahab’s sins made Jeroboam’s look trivial. 
His greatest crime was his promotion of Baal worship 
as the state religion. 

16:31 Jezebel. Ahab’s marriage to Jezebel was polit- 
ically important and demonstrated the rising prom- 
inence of Israel's third dynasty. Her father was both 
king and priest of Baal in Sidon; similarly, Jezebel was 


princess and priestess of Baal. Her Phoenician name 
was Abizebel, meaning “my father [Baal] is noble.” 
The Hebrew scribes purposely dropped a letter from 
her name, calling her Jezebel, “lacking honor.” went 
and served Baal and worshiped him. Ahab com- 
pletely abandoned even a skewed worship of God, 
and became a full-fledged worshiper of Baal. 

16:34 built Jericho. Jericho had been semi-occupied 
at various times Judg. 3:13), but not as a permanently 


16:11°1Sam. 25:22 16:12? 1Kin.16:3 16:13 9 Deut. 
32:21. 16:15'1 Kin. 15:27 16:195 1 Kin. 15:26, 34 

7 Kin. 12:25-33  16:2341Kin. 15:21 16:24”1 Kin. 
13:32 16:25” Mic.6:16 16:26*1 Kin. 16:19 ¥1 Kin. 
16:13 16:312Deut. 7:3 7Judg. 18:7 81 Kin. 21:25, 26 
16:32 2 Kin. 10:21, 26,27 16:33 42 Kin. 13:6 ©1 Kin. 
14:9; 16:29, 30; 21:25 16:34 Josh. 6:26 


the LORD, which He had spoken through 
Joshua the son of Nun.* 


Elijah Proclaims a Drought 
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, of the ¢inhab- 
itants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the 

LORD God of Israel lives, ‘before whom I 
stand, ¢there shall not be dew nor rain 
ethese years, except at my word.” 

2Then the word of the LORD came to him, 
saying, 3“Get away from here and turn 
eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, 
which flows into the Jordan. 4And it will be 
that you shall drink from the brook, and I 
have commanded the fravens to feed you 
there.” 

5So he went and did according to the 
word of the LORD, for he went and stayed 
by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the 
Jordan. The ravens brought him bread 
and meat in the morning, and bread and 
meat in the evening; and he drank from the 
brook. 7And it happened after a while that 
the brook dried up, because there had been 
no rain in the land. 


Elijah and the Widow 

8Then the word of the LORD came to 
him, saying, 9“Arise, go to ¢Zarephath, 
which belongs to "Sidon, and dwell there. 
See, I have commanded a widow there to 
provide for you.” 19So he arose and went to 
Zarephath. And when he came to the gate 
of the city, indeed a widow was there gath- 
ering sticks. And he called to her and said, 
“Please bring me a little water in a cup, that 
Imay drink.” UAnd as she was going to get 
it, he called to her and said, “Please bring 
me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 

12S0 she said, “As the LORD your God 
lives, I do not have bread, only a handful 
of flour in a bin, and a little oil in ajar; and 
see, Iam gathering a couple of sticks that I 
may go in and prepare it for myself and my 
son, that we may eat it, and ‘die.” 

13And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go 


1 Kings 17:24 @ 387 


and do as you have said, but make me a 
small cake from it first, and bring it to me; 
and afterward make some for yourself and 
your son. !4For thus says the LORD God of 
Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used 
up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the 
day the LORD sends rain on the earth.’” 

15So she went away and did according to 
the word of Elijah; and she and he and her 
household ate for many days. 16The bin of 
flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil 
run dry, according to the word of the LORD 
which He spoke by Elijah. 


Elijah Revives the Widow's Son 

17Now it happened after these things 
that the son of the woman who owned the 
house became sick. And his sickness was 
so serious that there was no breath left in 
him. 18So she said to Elijah, “What have I 
to do with you, O man of God? Have you 
come to me to bring my sin to remem- 
brance, and to kill my son?” 

19And he said to her, “Give me your son.” 
So he took him out of her arms and carried 
him to the upper room where he was stay- 
ing, and laid him on his own bed. 2°Then he 
cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD my 
God, have You also brought tragedy on the 
widow with whom I lodge, by killing her 
son?” 2lkAnd he stretched himself out on 
the child three times, and cried out to the 
LORD and said, “O LORD my God, I pray, let 
this child’s soul come back to him.” 22Then 
the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the 
soul of the child came back to him, and he 
lrevived. 

23 And Elijah took the child and brought 
him down from the upper room into the 
house, and gave him to his mother. And 
Elijah said, “See, your son lives!” 

24Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now 
by this "I know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the LORD in your 
mouth is the truth.” 


* 16:34 Compare Joshua 6:26 


occupied fortified city. Either Hiel offered his sons as 
foundation sacrifices, or they died in some mishap. 
However it happened, Joshua’s curse was carried out. 
17:1 Elijah. No prophet had arisen since Moses who 
was like Elijah. His name means “the LorD is God,” 
a statement which was the core of his message to 
the unbelieving nation. dew nor rain. Elijah’s pro- 
nouncement was an immediate challenge: Baal was 
supposed to govern the weather, but Elijah was 
declaring him powerless before the living God. 

17:6 ravens. It is interesting to note that ravens were 
considered unclean birds (Lev. 11:15). 

17:9 Zarephath. Zarephath was in Phoenician ter- 
ritory, seven miles south of Sidon, the stronghold of 
Baal. The Lord’s sustaining Elijah first by a raven and 
then by a widow provided the prophet with a dra- 
matic test of faith at the outset of his ministry. The 
widow, too, would be taught the value of trusting in 
God alone. 

17:14 shall not be used up. While an apostate Isra- 
elite nation suffered because of the drought, God 


supplied the daily necessities to a non-Israelite who 
willingly took Him at His word. Both the prophet and 
the widow were reminded of the value of personal 
trust in Him who alone is sufficient to meet every 
need (Phil. 4:19). 

17:17-23 Resurrection—Resurrection from the 
dead was not a miracle ordinary people expected to 
see, even from a prophet of God. This widow, how- 
ever, would have had reason to hope for God's help. 
She had opened her home to Elijah, and she had seen 
firsthand His power and the results of complete trust 
in Him. Yet it was not until she had seen the miracle of 
her son brought back to life that she expressed faith 
in God. 
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Elijah’s Message to Ahab 
1 8 And it came to pass after “many days 
that the word of the LORD came to Eli- 

jah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present 
yourself to Ahab, and J will send rain on 
the earth.” 

2So Elijah went to present himself to 
Ahab; and there was a severe famine in 
Samaria. 3And Ahab had called Obadi- 
ah, who was in charge of his house. (Now 
Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. 4For so it 
was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets 
of the LoRD, that Obadiah had taken one 
hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty 
to a cave, and had fed them with bread and 
water.) 5And Ahab had said to Obadiah, 
“Go into the land to all the springs of water 
and to all the brooks; perhaps we may find 
grass to keep the horses and mules alive, so 
that we will not have to kill any livestock.” 
6So they divided the land between them to 
explore it; Ahab went one way by himself, 
and Obadiah went another way by himself. 

7Now as Obadiah was on his way, sud- 
denly Elijah met him; and he crecognized 
him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is that 
you, my lord Elijah?” 

8And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell 
your master, ‘Elijah is here.’” 

9So he said, “How have I sinned, that you 
are delivering your servant into the hand 
of Ahab, to kill me? "As the LORD your 
God lives, there is no nation or kingdom 
where my master has not sent someone to 
hunt for you; and when they said, ‘He is not 
here,’ he took an oath from the kingdom or 
nation that they could not find you. "And 
now you Say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah 
is here”’! 12And it shall come to pass, as 
soonas lam gone from you, that ¢the Spirit 
of the LORD will carry you to a place I do 
not know; so when I go and tell Ahab, and 
he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I 
your servant have feared the LORD from 
my youth. !3Was it not reported to my lord 
what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets 
of the LORD, how I hid one hundred men of 
the LorpD’s prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed 
them with bread and water? 4And now you 
say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here.”’ 
He will kill me!” 


15Then Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts 
lives, before whom I stand, I will surely 
present myself to him today.” 

16So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and 
told him; and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

17Then it happened, when Ahab saw Eli- 
jah, that Ahab said to him, e“Is that you, O 
ftroubler of Israel?” 

18A nd he answered, “I have not troubled 
Israel, but you and your father’s house 
have, sin that you have forsaken the com- 
mandments of the LORD and have followed 
the Baals. !8Now therefore, send and gath- 
er all Israel to me on "Mount Carmel, the 
four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, 
iand the four hundred prophets of Ashe- 
rah,* who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 


Elijah’s Mount Carmel Victory 

20So Ahab sent for all the children of Is- 
rael, and igathered the prophets together 
on Mount Carmel. 21And Elijah came to all 
the people, and said, *“How long will you 
falter between two opinions? If the LORD is 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, ‘follow him.” 
But the people answered him not a word. 
22Then Elijah said to the people, ™“I alone 
am left a prophet of the LORD; "but Baal’s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 
23Therefore let them give us two bulls; and 
let them choose one bull for themselves, cut 
it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put 
no fire under it; and I will prepare the other 
bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire 
under it. 24Then you call on the name of 
your gods, and I will call on the name of 
the LORD; and the God who °answers by 
fire, He is God.” 

So all the people answered and said, “It 
is well spoken.” 

25Now Elijah said to the prophets of 
Baal, “Choose one bull for yourselves and 
prepare it first, for you are many; and call 
on the name of your god, but put no fire 
under it.” 

26So they took the bull which was given 
them, and they prepared it, and called on 
the name of Baal from morning even till 
noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” But there 


* 18:19 A Canaanite goddess 


18:3 Obadiah. Although tradition has sometimes 
identified them, this Obadiah is probably not the 
author of the prophetic book of that name. It is clear 
that this Obadiah was a man of great faith, whose 
heroic actions give us a more balanced picture of the 
situation people of faith endured in Israel at this time. 
18:18 Baals. The wording indicates that Ahab had a 
practice of attending services at various local shrines 
where this deity was worshiped. 

18:19 Baal... Asherah. The worship of Baal and 
Asherah held a constant fascination for Israel from 
earliest times (Ex. 34:13; Num. 25; Judg. 2:13) and 
eventually caused Israel's demise (2 Kin. 17:16-18). 
18:21 two opinions. We are confronted today with a 
choice no less momentous than the Israelites’ choice 


between the Lord and Baal. Here is a broad road that 
leads down to destruction; there, a way narrow and 
difficult that leads upward to life (Matt. 7:13-14). God 
doesn't share devotion with anything or anyone. We 
have to make the choice to be on God's side—we 
cannot serve two masters. We will either gratify self, 
conforming to the corrupt pattern of this present age, 
or glorify Him who alone is worthy of worship. 
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was Pno voice; no one answered. Then 
they leaped about the altar which they had 
made. 

27And so it was, at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them and said, “Cry aloud, for he 
is a god; either he is meditating, or he is 
busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he 
is sleeping and must be awakened.” 28So 
they cried aloud, and ‘cut themselves, as 
was their custom, with knives and lances, 
until the blood gushed out on them. 29And 
when midday was past, ‘they prophesied 
until the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice. But there was sno voice; no one 
answered, no one paid attention. 

30Then Elijah said to all the people, 
“Come near to me.” So all the people came 
near to him. tAnd he repaired the altar of 
the LoRD that was broken down. 3!And 
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to 
whom the word of the LORD had come, say- 
ing, ““Israel shall be your name.”* 32Then 
with the stones he built an altar vin the 
name of the LORD; and he made a trench 
around the altar large enough to hold two 
seahs of seed. 33And he “put the wood in 
order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on 
the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots 
with water, and “pour it on the burnt sacri- 
fice and on the wood.” 34Then he said, “Do 
it a second time,” and they did it a second 
time; and he said, “Do it a third time,” and 
they did it a third time. 35So the water ran 
all around the altar; and he also filled Ythe 
trench with water. 

36And it came to pass, at the time of the 
offering of the evening sacrifice, that Eli- 
jah the prophet came near and said, “LORD 
2God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, “let 
it be known this day that You are God in 
Israel and I am Your servant, and that >I 
have done all these things at Your word. 
37Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this peo- 
ple may know that You are the LORD God, 
and that You have turned their hearts back 
to You again.” 

38Then ¢the fire of the LORD fell and 
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the 
wood and the stones and the dust, and it 
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licked up the water that was in the trench. 
39Now when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces; and they said, ¢“The LorD, 
He is God! The LorD, He is God!” 

40And Elijah said to them, e“Seize the 
prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them 
escape!” So they seized them; and Elijah 
brought them down to the Brook fKishon 
and Sexecuted them there. 


The Drought Ends 

41Then Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, 
eat and drink; for there is the sound of 
abundance of rain.” 42S0 Ahab went up to 
eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the 
top of Carmel; "then he bowed down on 
the ground, and put his face between his 
knees, 43and said to his servant, “Go up 
now, look toward the sea.” 

So he went up and looked, and said, 
“There is nothing.” And seven times he 
said, “Go again.” 

44Then it came to pass the seventh time, 
that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as 
a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” So he 
said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your 
chariot, and go down before the rain stops 
you.” 

45Now it happened in the meantime that 
the sky became black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a heavy rain. So Ahab 
rode away and went to Jezreel. 46Then the 
ihand of the LORD came upon Elijah; and 
he igirded up his loins and ran ahead of 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 


Elijah Escapes from Jezebel 
1 9 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah 
had done, also how he had “execut- 
ed all the prophets with the sword. 2Then 
Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, 
b“So let the gods do to me, and more also, if 
I do not make your life as the life of one of 
them by tomorrow about this time.” 3And 
when he saw that, he arose and ran for his 
life, and went to Beersheba, which belongs 
to Judah, and left his servant there. 


* 18:31 Genesis 32:28 


18:27 busy, or he is on a journey. “On a journey” is 
a euphemism with the same meaning as our euphe- 
mism “on a comfort break.” Elijah was piling on the 
sarcasm—a god is not supposed to have embarrass- 
ing bodily functions. 

18:30 repaired the altar. This was an earlier altar 
that had been used by the true people of God. Elijah 
avoided all contact with the altar that was associated 
with Baal. 

18:36 LorD God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel. 
This phrase, so characteristic of worship in the early 
period (Gen. 50:24; Ex. 3:6), reminded Elijah’s hearers 
that the God who had made the covenant with Abra- 
ham was still the God of the northern kingdom, and 
the nation’s only hope of life, protection, and blessing 
(Deut. 30:20). 

18:46 girded up his loins. Elijah tucked his garment 


into his sash, enabling him to run freely the 13 miles 
to Jezreel. 

19:3 ran for his life. One may ask why aman who had 
seen God's mighty power should give way to fear, but 
we must realize that God did not criticize Elijah for his 
reaction. Elijah was not a superhero but a man with 
a nature like ours (James 5:17). He had seen a great 
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4But he himself went a day’s journey into 
the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a broom tree. And he prayed that 
he might die, and said, “It is enough! Now, 
LORD, take my life, for Iam no better than 
my fathers!” 

5Then as he lay and slept under a broom 
tree, suddenly an angel* touched him, 
and said to him, “Arise and eat.” 6Then he 
looked, and there by his head was a cake 
baked on coals, and ajar of water. So he ate 
and drank, and lay down again. 7And the 
angel* of the LORD came back the second 
time, and touched him, and said, “Arise 
and eat, because the journey is too great for 
you.” 8So he arose, and ate and drank; and 
he went in the strength of that food forty 
days and ¢forty nights as far as ¢Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 

SAnd there he went into a cave, and 
spent the night in that place; and behold, 
the word of the LORD came to him, and He 
said to him, “What are you doing here, Eli- 
jah?” 

10So he said, f“I have been very zealous 
for the LORD God of hosts; for the children 
of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn 
down Your altars, and "killed Your proph- 
ets with the sword. ‘J alone am left; and 
they seek to take my life.” 


God's Revelation to Elijah 

Then He said, “Go out, and stand jon 
the mountain before the LORD.” And be- 
hold, the LORD passed by, and /a great and 
strong wind tore into the mountains and 
broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, 
but the LORD was not in the wind; and af- 
ter the wind an earthquake, but the LORD 
was not in the earthquake; !2and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in 
the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 

13So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he 
mwrapped his face in his mantle and went 


out and stood in the entrance of the cave. 
nSuddenly a voice came to him, and said, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

MoAnd he said, “I have been very zeal- 
ous for the LORD God of hosts; because the 
children of Israel have forsaken Your cov- 
enant, torn down Your altars, and killed 
Your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left; and they seek to take my life.” 

15Then the LORD said to him: “Go, return 
on your way to the Wilderness of Damas- 
cus; Pand when you arrive, anoint Hazael 
as king over Syria. !6Also you shall anoint 
aJehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. 
And ’Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Me- 
holah you shall anoint as prophet in your 
place. !7sIt shall be that whoever escapes 
the sword of Hazael, Jehu will ‘kill; and 
whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, “Eli- 
sha will kill. 18vYet I have reserved seven 
thousand in Israel, all whose knees have 
not bowed to Baal, Wand every mouth that 
has not kissed him.” 


Elisha Follows Elijah 

19So he departed from there, and found 
Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plow- 
ing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, 
and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah 
passed by him and threw his xmantle on 
him. 2°And he left the oxen and ran after 
Elijah, and said, »“Please let me kiss my 
father and my mother, and then I will fol- 
low you.” 

And he said to him, “Go back again, for 
what have I done to you?” 

21So Elisha turned back from him, and 
took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them 
and Zboiled their flesh, using the oxen’s 
equipment, and gave it to the people, and 
they ate. Then he arose and followed Eli- 
jah, and became his servant. 


*19:5 Or Angel *19:7 Or Angel 


victory on Mount Carmel, but he also knew that Jez- 
ebel was still in power, the faith of the people was still 
weak, at best, and his life truly was in danger. To run 
for his life did not necessarily indicate lack of trust; 
running is sometimes just the act of prudence. 

19:5 Arise and eat. God's response to Elijah’s fear 
and discouragement was to give him the very tangi- 
ble, physical encouragement of food and rest. 

19:7 the angel of the Lor. This term sometimes 
refers to God Himself (Ex. 3:2-6), and other times it 
seems to refer simply to a heavenly messenger (2 Kin. 
1:3; 19:35). 

19:8 Horeb. The name Horeb refers to Mount Sinai 
itself, “the mountain of God” (Ex. 3:1). 

19:11 the LorD was not in the earthquake. Although 
each of the things mentioned in these verses could 
signal God's presence (Ex. 40:38; Zech. 14:4—5; Acts 
2:2-3), Elijah learned that God is not just the God of 
the spectacular. 

19:12 still small voice. Elijah had called for fire and 
national revival. What Elijah did not see was that God 
was already quietly at work in the lives of many peo- 
ple (v. 18). 


19:18 have not bowed. In times of widespread drift 
and deliberate deviation from biblical standards 
of doctrine and ethics, it is easy to suffer from an 
“Elijah complex.” We think that we alone have been 
on fire for God when everyone else has rejected His 
covenant, profaned His altars, and persecuted His 
prophets. Whenever we are tempted to imagine that 
we are the only ones left to represent the cause of the 
gospel, we are also open to the dangers of self-pity 
and self-righteousness. But we are not alone when 
we belong to the family of God. In every age, God has 
preserved faithful people who rejoice in Him and are 
on fire for the truth. 


19:4¢Num. 11:15 19:84 Matt. 4:2 @ Ex. 3:1; 4:27 
19:10fRom. 11:3 9Ps. 69:9 "1 Kin. 18:4 /1 Kin. 18:22 
19:11/ Ex. 19:20; 24:12, 18 Ex. 33:21, 22 !/Ezek. 1:4; 

37:7, 19:13 Ex. 3:6 "1 Kin. 19:9 19:1491 Kin. 
19:10 19:15?2Kin.8:8-15 19:1692 Kin. 9:1-10 
'2Kin.2:9-15 19:1752 Kin. 8:12; 13:3, 22 ¢2 Kin. 
9:14—10:28 “[Hos.6:5] 19:18”Rom. 11:4 “Hos. 
13:2. 19:19*%2 Kin. 2:8, 13,14 19:20 [Matt. 8:21, 22] 
19:2172 Sam. 24:22 


Ahab Defeats the Syrians 
2 Now “Ben-Hadad the king of Syr- 
ia gathered all his forces together; 

thirty-two kings were with him, with 
horses and chariots. And he went up and 
besieged >Samaria, and made war against 
it. 2Then he sent messengers into the city 
to Ahab king of Israel, and said to him, 
“Thus says Ben-Hadad: 3‘Your silver and 
your gold are mine; your loveliest wives 
and children are mine.’” 

4And the king of Israel answered and 
said, “My lord, O king, just as you say, I 
and all that I have are yours.” 

5Then the messengers came back and 
said, “Thus speaks Ben-Hadad, saying, 
‘Indeed I have sent to you, saying, “You 
shall deliver to me your silver and your 
gold, your wives and your children”; 6but 
I will send my servants to you tomorrow 
about this time, and they shall search your 
house and the houses of your servants. 
And it shall be, that whatever is pleasant 
in your eyes, they will put it in their hands 
and take it.’” 

7So the king of Israel called all the elders 
of the land, and said, “Notice, please, and 
see how this man seeks trouble, for he sent 
to me for my wives, my children, my silver, 
and my gold; and I did not deny him.” 

8And all the elders and all the people 
said to him, “Do not listen or consent.” 

§STherefore he said to the messengers of 
Ben-Hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that 
you sent for to your servant the first time I 
will do, but this thing I cannot do.’” 

And the messengers departed and 
brought back word to him. 

10Then Ben-Hadad sent to him and said, 
c“The gods do so to me, and more also, if 
enough dust is left of Samaria for a handful 
for each of the people who follow me.” 

So the king of Israel answered and 
said, “Tell him, ‘Let not the one who puts 
on us armor “boast like the one who takes 
it off.” 

122And it happened when Ben-Hadad 
heard this message, as he and the kings 
were drinking at the command post, that 
he said to his servants, “Get ready.” And 
they got ready to attack the city. 

13Suddenly a prophet approached Ahab 
king of Israel, saying, “Thus says the LORD: 
‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Be- 
hold, ‘I will deliver it into your hand today, 
and you shall know that I am the LoRD.’” 
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14So Ahab said, “By whom?” 

And he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘By 
the young leaders of the provinces.’” 

Then he said, “Who will set the battle 
in order?” 

And he answered, “You.” 

15Then he mustered the young leaders of 
the provinces, and there were two hundred 
and thirty-two; and after them he mustered 
all the people, all the children of Israel— 
seven thousand. 

16So they went out at noon. Meanwhile 
Ben-Hadad and the thirty-two kings help- 
ing him were getting drunk at the com- 
mand post. !17The young leaders of the 
provinces went out first. And Ben-Hadad 
sent out a patrol, and they told him, saying, 
“Men are coming out of Samaria!” 18So he 
said, “If they have come out for peace, take 
them alive; and if they have come out for 
war, take them alive.” 

19Then these young leaders of the prov- 
inces went out of the city with the army 
which followed them. 20And each one 
killed his man; so the Syrians fled, and 
Israel pursued them; and Ben-Hadad the 
king of Syria escaped on a horse with the 
cavalry. 21Then the king of Israel went out 
and attacked the horses and chariots, and 
killed the Syrians with a great slaughter. 

22 And the prophet came to the king of Is- 
rael and said to him, “Go, strengthen your- 
self; take note, and see what you should do, 
hfor in the spring of the year the king of 
Syria will come up against you.” 


The Syrians Again Defeated 

23Then the servants of the king of Syr- 
ia said to him, “Their gods are gods of the 
hills. Therefore they were stronger than 
we; but if we fight against them in the 
plain, surely we will be stronger than they. 
24So do this thing: Dismiss the kings, each 
from his position, and put captains in their 
places; 25and you shall muster an army like 
the army that you have lost, horse for horse 
and chariot for chariot. Then we will fight 
against them in the plain; surely we will be 
stronger than they.” 

And he listened to their voice and did so. 

26So it was, in the spring of the year, that 
Ben-Hadad mustered the Syrians and went 
up to ‘Aphek to fight against Israel. 27And 
the children of Israel were mustered and 
given provisions, and they went against 


20:1 Ben-Hadad. Ben-Hadad II (860-842 B.c.) was 
king of Aram, the ancient name for the area which is 
Syria today. 

20:2 Ahab. When he is associated with his wicked 
wife Jezebel, Ahab appears as thoroughly evil. But 
in this chapter he appears as a capable leader in a 
time of international turmoil, and as a person who 
had some sense of the power and presence of God 
(vv. 13-14). 

20:13 a prophet. This prophet was not named, but 
his true message reminds us that there were still many 
prophets who were faithful to the Lord (18:13; 20:35). 


20:23 gods of the hills. The Aramean advisors 
reflected traditional ancient Middle Eastern theo- 
logical concepts. Their gods were limited to certain 
geographical locations. 

20:26 Aphek. This is not the Philistine city where the 
ark was lost (1 Sam. 4:1), but another location just east 
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392 @ 1 Kings 20:28 
them. Now the children of Israel encamped 
before them like two little flocks of goats, 
while the Syrians filled the icountryside. 

28Then a man of God came and spoke 
to the king of Israel, and said, “Thus says 
the LorD: ‘Because the Syrians have said, 
“The LorD is God of the hills, but He is not 
God of the valleys,” therefore !I will deliver 
allthis great multitude into your hand, and 
you shall know that Iam the LORD.’” 28And 
they encamped opposite each other for sev- 
en days. So it was that on the seventh day 
the battle was joined; and the children of 
Israel killed one hundred thousand foot 
soldiers of the Syrians in one day. 39But 
the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; then a 
wall fell on twenty-seven thousand of the 
men who were left. 

And Ben-Hadad fled and went into the 
city, into an inner chamber. 


Ahab’‘s Treaty with Ben-Hadad 


31Then his servants said to him, “Look 
now, we have heard that the kings of the 
house of Israel are merciful kings. Please, 
let us “put sackcloth around our waists and 
ropes around our heads, and go out to the 
king of Israel; perhaps he will spare your 
life.” 32So0 they wore sackcloth around their 
waists and put ropes around their heads, 
and came to the king of Israel and said, 
“Your servant Ben-Hadad says, ‘Please let 
me live.’” 

And he said, “Is he still alive? He is my 
brother.” 

33Now the men were watching closely to 
see whether any sign of mercy would come 
from him; and they quickly grasped at this 
word and said, “Your brother Ben-Hadad.” 

So he said, “Go, bring him.” Then Ben- 
Hadad came out to him; and he had him 
come up into the chariot. 

34S0 Ben-Hadad said to him, "“The cit- 
ies which my father took from your father 
I will restore; and you may set up market- 
places for yourself in Damascus, as my fa- 
ther did in Samaria.” 

Then Ahab said, “I will send you away 
with this treaty.” So he made a treaty with 
him and sent him away. 


Ahab Condemned 


35Now a certain man of °the sons of the 
prophets said to his neighbor ?by the word 
of the LORD, “Strike me, please.” And the 
man refused to strike him. 36Then he said 
to him, “Because you have not obeyed the 
voice of the LORD, surely, as soon as you 
depart from me, a lion shall kill you.” And 
as soon as he left him, 2a lion found him 
and killed him. 

37And he found another man, and said, 
“Strike me, please.” So the man struck him, 
inflicting a wound. 38Then the prophet de- 
parted and waited for the king by the road, 
and disguised himself with a bandage over 
his eyes. 39Now ‘as the king passed by, he 
cried out to the king and said, “Your ser- 
vant went out into the midst of the battle; 
and there, a man came over and brought a 
man to me, and said, ‘Guard this man; if by 
any means he is missing, syour life shall be 
for his life, or else you shall pay a talent of 
silver. 4°While your servant was busy here 
and there, he was gone.” 

Then the king of Israel said to him, “So 
shall your judgment be; you yourself have 
decided it.” 

41And he hastened to take the bandage 
away from his eyes; and the king of Is- 
rael recognized him as one of the proph- 
ets. 42Then he said to him, “Thus says the 
LoRD: “Because you have let slip out of 
your hand a man whom I appointed to ut- 
ter destruction, therefore your life shall go 
for his life, and your people for his people.’” 

43So the king of Israel “went to his house 
sullen and displeased, and came to Sa- 
maria. 


Naboth Is Murdered for His 
Vineyard 
2 And it came to pass after these things 
that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vine- 
yard which was in “Jezreel, next to the 
palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2So Ahab 
spoke to Naboth, saying, “Give me your 
bvineyard, that I may have it for a vegeta- 
ble garden, because it is near, next to my 
house; and for it I will give you a vineyard 


of the Jordan in northern Gilead. They were launch- 
ing their second campaign in the Jordan valley, but 
they would learn that the power of the living God is 
not limited to the mountains as they had hoped. 
20:28 not God of the valleys. The God of Israel is 
Lord of the universe, and there is no limit to His power 
and authority. Not only are we responsible to Him as 
individuals, but so are the social, economic, and polit- 
ical institutions of the world. Just as it was presump- 
tion for the Arameans to think that God was bound 
by geography, it is also presumption to think that if 
we follow the laws of morality in our private lives, we 
can violate them in our social, economic, and political 
relationships. Separation of church and state should 
not mean separation of God and state. The nation 
that violates the moral laws of God will eventually 
suffer defeat. 


20:43 sullen and displeased. Rather than repenting 
of his sin, Ahab felt ill used by God and resented his 
punishment, adamantly refusing to change his ways. 
21:1 Samaria. Samaria was Ahab’s capital city; some- 
times its name is used to represent all Israel (2 Kin. 1:3; 
2 Chr. 24:23; Jon. 3:6). 

21:2 Give me your vineyard. All the land was the 
Lord’s, who granted it to each Israelite tribe and fam- 
ily, and provisions were made so that the land could 


20:27/Judg.6:3-5 20:28*1 Kin. 17:18 /1 Kin. 

20:13, 20:31™Gen. 37:34 = 20:34"1 Kin. 15:20 
20:35 ° 2 Kin. 2:3, 5, 7,15 P1 Kin. 13:17,18 20:3691 Kin. 
13:24 = 20:39'2 Sam. 12:1 52 Kin. 10:24 20:42¢1 Kin. 
22:31-37 20:43 41Kin. 21:4 21:11 Kin. 18:45, 46 
21:21 Sam. 8:14 


better than it. Or, if it seems good to you, I 
will give you its worth in money.” 

3But Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD 
forbid ‘that I should give the inheritance 
of my fathers to you!” 

4So Ahab went into his house sullen 
and displeased because of the word which 
Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; 
for he had said, “I will not give you the in- 
heritance of my fathers.” And he lay down 
on his bed, and turned away his face, and 
would eat no food. *But ¢Jezebel his wife 
came to him, and said to him, “Why is your 
spirit so sullen that you eat no food?” 

6He said to her, “Because I spoke to 
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, 
‘Give me your vineyard for money; or else, 
if it pleases you, I will give you another 
vineyard for it. And he answered, ‘I will 
not give you my vineyard.’” 

7Then Jezebel his wife said to him, “You 
now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, 
eat food, and let your heart be cheerful; I 
will give you the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite.” 

8And she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, 
sealed them with his seal, and sent the let- 
ters to the elders and the nobles who were 
dwelling in the city with Naboth. 9She 
wrote in the letters, saying, 


Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with 
high honor among the people; and 
seat two men, scoundrels, before him to 
bear witness against him, saying, “You 
have ¢blasphemed God and the king.” 
Then take him out, and fstone him, that 
he may die. 


So the men of his city, the elders and 
nobles who were inhabitants of his city, 
did as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was 
written in the letters which she had sent 
to them. !22They proclaimed a fast, and 
seated Naboth with high honor among the 
people. 3And two men, scoundrels, came 
in and sat before him; and the scoundrels 
hwitnessed against him, against Naboth, in 
the presence of the people, saying, “Naboth 
has blasphemed God and the king!” ‘Then 
they took him outside the city and stoned 
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him with stones, so that he died. 4Then 
they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has 
been stoned and is dead.” 

And it came to pass, when Jezebel 
heard that Naboth had been stoned and 
was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, 
take possession of the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, which he refused to give 
you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but 
dead.” !16So it was, when Ahab heard that 
Naboth was dead, that Ahab got up and 
went down to take possession of the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 


The LorD Condemns Ahab 

17iThen the word of the LORD came to 
kElijah the Tishbite, saying, 18“Arise, go 
down to meet Ahab king of Israel, ‘who 
lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vine- 
yard of Naboth, where he has gone down 
to take possession of it. 1? You shall speak 
to him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Have 
you murdered and also taken possession?”’ 
And you shall speak to him, saying, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: ™“In the place where dogs 
licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick 
your blood, even yours.”’” 

20So Ahab said to Elijah, "“Have you 
found me, O my enemy?” 

And he answered, “I have found you, 
because °you have sold yourself to do evil 
in the sight of the LORD: 2!‘Behold, PI will 
bring calamity on you. I will take away 
your ¢posterity, and will cut off from Ahab 
revery male in Israel, both sbond and free. 
22] will make your house like the house of 
‘Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the 
house of “Baasha the son of Ahijah, be- 
cause of the provocation with which you 
have provoked Me to anger, and made Is- 
rael sin.’ 23And vconcerning Jezebel the 
LORD also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall 
eat Jezebel by the wall* of Jezreel.’ 24The 
dogs shall eat ~whoever belongs to Ahab 
and dies in the city, and the birds of the air 
shall eat whoever dies in the field.” 


* 21:23 Following Masoretic Text and Septuagint; 
some Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate read plot of ground (compare 2 Kings 
9:36). 


not be permanently sold out of the family to whom it 
had been given (Lev. 25:23-28; Num. 36:2-9). In this 
sense, the vineyard was not Naboth’s to dispose of. It 
belonged to his descendants as much as it did to him. 
21:13 outside the city. God’s law was followed in 
the manner and place of his death (Lev. 24:14-16,23), 
although his execution was an outrage, based on 
false testimony, lies, greed, and refusal to honor the 
laws concerning the land. 

21:19 Have you murdered. |n Genesis 9:6 the prin- 
ciple was established that those who shed human 
blood must have their blood shed by other humans. 
Ahab had previously allowed his wicked wife Jezebel 
to plot the murder of an innocent landowner in order 
to obtain his vineyard. As a result, God determined 
that both Ahab and Jezebel would die bloody deaths, 


and this is exactly what happened (22:34-38; 2 Kin. 
9:30-37). How tragic that these two brilliant, capa- 
ble, and talented members of royalty, whose lives 
could have brought so much blessing to Israel, would 
instead bring about their own downfall by choosing 
the path of wickedness rather than the path of life. 
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25But *there was no one like Ahab who 
sold himself to do wickedness in the sight 
of the LORD, Ybecause Jezebel his wife 
stirred him up. 26And he behaved very 
abominably in following idols, according 
to all 2that the Amorites had done, whom 
the LorD had cast out before the children 
of Israel. 

27So it was, when Ahab heard those 
words, that he tore his clothes and ¢put 
sackcloth on his body, and fasted and lay 
in sackcloth, and went about mourning. 

28 And the word of the LORD came to Eli- 
jah the Tishbite, saying, 29“See how Ahab 
has humbled himself before Me? Because 
he has humbled himself before Me, I will 
not bring the calamity in his days. ¢In the 
days of his son I will bring the calamity on 
his house.” 


Micaiah Warns Ahab 

2 2 Now three years passed without war 
between Syria and Israel. 2Then it 

came to pass, in the third year, that “Je- 

hoshaphat the king of Judah went down to 

visit the king of Israel. 

3And the king of Israel said to his ser- 
vants, “Do you know that "Ramoth in Gil- 
ead is ours, but we hesitate to take it out 
of the hand of the king of Syria?” 4So he 
said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me 
to fight at Ramoth Gilead?” 

Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, 
c*T am as you are, my people as your 
people, my horses as your horses.” 5Also 
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, 
a“Please inquire for the word of the LORD 
today.” 

6Then the king of Israel ¢gathered the 
prophets together, about four hundred 
men, and said to them, “Shall I go against 
Ramoth Gilead to fight, or shall I refrain?” 

So they said, “Go up, for the Lord will 
deliver it into the hand of the king.” 

7And fJehoshaphat said, “Is there not 
still a prophet of the LORD here, that we 
may inquire of Him?”* 


8So the king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “There is still one man, Mi- 
caiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may 
inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, because 
he does not prophesy good concerning me, 
but evil.” 

And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king 
say such things!” 

9Then the king of Israel called an officer 
and said, “Bring Micaiah the son of Imlah 
quickly!” 

10The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the 
king of Judah, having put on their robes, 
sat each on his throne, at a threshing floor 
at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and 
all the prophets prophesied before them. 
lliNow Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
had made shorns of iron for himself; and 
he said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘With these 
you shall "gore the Syrians until they are 
destroyed.’” 12And all the prophets proph- 
esied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead 
and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it 
into the king’s hand.” 

13Then the messenger who had gone to 
call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, “Now 
listen, the words of the prophets with one 
accord encourage the king. Please, let your 
word be like the word of one of them, and 
speak encouragement.” 

4And Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, 
iwhatever the LORD says to me, that I will 
speak.” 

Then he came to the king; and the 
king said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to 
war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall we 
refrain?” 

And he answered him, “Go and prosper, 
for the LoRD will deliver it into the hand 
of the king!” 

16So the king said to him, “How many 
times shall I make you swear that you tell 
me nothing but the truth in the name of the 
LORD?” 

17Then he said, “I saw all Israel iscattered 


* 22:7 Or him 


21:27 when Ahab heard those words. The vacillat- 
ing nature of Ahab’s conduct is seen clearly in verses 
25-29. He did great evil, under the influence of his 
evil wife. Nevertheless, he could at times display real 
courage (22:34-35) and even real humility before 
God (v. 29). His life is a sad picture of what happens 
when we are ruled by our own passions rather than 
by God. 

22:4 Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat was the fourth king 
of the southern kingdom. He was related to Ahab 
through the marriage of his son Jehoram to Ahab’s 
daughter Athaliah (2 Kin. 8:18-27). 

22:9 Micaiah. The prophet Micaiah is not known 
except in connection with this incident (2 Chr. 
18:8-27). 

22:14 whatever the LorD says to me, that | will 
speak. Unless a prophecy is truly directed by God, it 
is valueless. Micaiah’s response was what one would 
expect from a godly man, but his first statement to 


Ahab (v. 15) is a little puzzling. It seems that Micaiah 
was playing with Ahab a little, pointing out to him 
the futility of asking for favorable prophecy rather 
than true prophecy. It seems obvious that Micaiah (or 
God through Micaiah), was in no way deceiving Ahab, 
since Ahab was instantly aware that he had not been 
given a real prophecy. 

22:16-17 truth. All of us wish to hear good news, 
not bad. We want to hear the favorable, the accept- 
able, the words that bring us happiness and do not 
condemn. It can be tempting to speak only what will 
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on the mountains, as sheep that have no 
shepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These have 
no master. Let each return to his house in 
peace.’” 

18And the king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 

19Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear 
the word of the LORD: ’I saw the LORD 
sitting on His throne, !and all the host of 
heaven standing by, on His right hand and 
on His left. 2®And the LorD said, ‘Who will 
persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall 
at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke in this 
manner, and another spoke in that manner. 
21Then a spirit came forward and stood 
before the LORD, and said, ‘I will persuade 
him.’ 22The LORD said to him, ‘In what 
way?’ So he said, ‘I will go out and be a ly- 
ing spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ 
And the LorD said, You shall persuade 
him, and also prevail. Go out and do so.’ 
23nTherefore look! The LORD has put a ly- 
ing spirit in the mouth of all these prophets 
of yours, and the LorD has declared disas- 
ter against you.” 

24Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
went near and °struck Micaiah on the 
cheek, and said, °“Which way did the spir- 
it from the LORD go from me to speak to 
you?” 

25And Micaiah said, “Indeed, you shall 
see on that day when you go into an ¢inner 
chamber to hide!” 

26So the king of Israel said, “Take Mi- 
caiah, and return him to Amon the gover- 
nor of the city and to Joash the king’s son; 
27and say, ‘Thus says the king: “Put this 
fellow in "prison, and feed him with bread 
of affliction and water of affliction, until I 
come in peace.”’” 

28But Micaiah said, “If you ever return 
in peace, sthe LORD has not spoken by me.” 
And he said, “Take heed, all you people!” 


Ahab Dies in Battle 

29So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gil- 
ead. 30And the king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and go 
into battle; but you put on your robes.” So 
the king of Israel ‘disguised himself and 
went into battle. 

31Now the “king of Syria had command- 
ed the thirty-two vcaptains of his chariots, 
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saying, “Fight with no one small or great, 
but only with the king of Israel.” 32So it 
was, when the captains of the chariots saw 
Jehoshaphat, that they said, “Surely it is 
the king of Israel!” Therefore they turned 
aside to fight against him, and Jehoshaphat 
wcried out. 33And it happened, when the 
captains of the chariots saw that it was not 
the king of Israel, that they turned back 
from pursuing him. 34Now a certain man 
drew a bow at random, and struck the king 
of Israel between the joints of his armor. So 
he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn 
around and take me out of the battle, for I 
am wounded.” 

35The battle increased that day; and the 
king was propped up in his chariot, facing 
the Syrians, and died at evening. The blood 
ran out from the wound onto the floor of 
the chariot. 36Then, as the sun was going 
down, a shout went throughout the army, 
saying, “Every man to his city, and every 
man to his own country!” 

37So the king died, and was brought to 
Samaria. And they buried the king in Sa- 
maria. 38Then someone washed the chariot 
at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked 
up his blood while the harlots bathed,* ac- 
cording *to the word of the LORD which He 
had spoken. 

39Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and 
all that he did, Ythe ivory house which he 
built and all the cities that he built, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? 4°So Ahab rested with 
his fathers. Then zAhaziah his son reigned 
in his place. 


Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah 
41aJehoshaphat the son of Asa had be- 
come king over Judah in the fourth year 
of Ahab king of Israel. 42Jehoshaphat was 
thirty-five years old when he became king, 
and he reigned twenty-five years in Jeru- 
salem. His mother’s name was Azubah the 
daughter of Shilhi. 43And bhe walked in all 
the ways of his father Asa. He did not turn 
aside from them, doing what was right in 
the eyes of the LORD. Nevertheless ‘the high 
places were not taken away, for the people 
offered sacrifices and burned incense on 


* 22:38 Syriac and Targum read they washed his 
armor. 


be well-received even if it is not true, but neither 
God nor man is served by untruth. While the truth 
should always be spoken in love (Eph. 4:15), it must 
be the sole content of what we say. The prophet 
had to speak only the truth, or he would no longer 
have been a prophet—his words were the words of 
the Lord spoken in His name. Our words should be 
true because, if we are His people, we speak in His 
name. 

22:38 the dogs licked up his blood. Elijah’s grisly 
prophecy concerning the house of Ahab came to pass 
here (21:19-24). 


22:39 ivory house. Archaeological excavations at 
Samaria have illustrated the nature of Ahab’s palace, 
a house with luxurious decorations made of ivory. 
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the high places. 44Also ¢Jehoshaphat made 
epeace with the king of Israel. 

45Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, 
the might that he showed, and how he made 
war, are they not written ‘in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah? 46¢And 
the rest of the perverted persons,* who 
remained in the days of his father Asa, he 
banished from the land. 47" There was then 
no king in Edom, only a deputy of the king. 

48iJehoshaphat imade merchant ships* 
to go to ROphir for gold; 'but they never 
sailed, for the ships were wrecked at ™Ezi- 
on Geber. 49Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab 
said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go 
with your servants in the ships.” But Je- 
hoshaphat would not. 

50And "Jehoshaphat rested with his fa- 
thers, and was buried with his fathers in 


the City of David his father. Then Jehoram 
his son reigned in his place. 


Ahaziah Reigns in Israel 

5loA haziah the son of Ahab became king 
over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 
reigned two years over Israel. 52He did evil 
in the sight of the LORD, and Pwalked in 
the way of his father and in the way of his 
mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who had made Israel sin; 58for 
dhe served Baal and worshiped him, and 
provoked the LORD God of Israel to anger, 
raccording to all that his father had done. 


* 22:46 Hebrew qadesh, that is, one practicing 
sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals 
* 22:48 Or ships of Tarshish 


22:46 perverted persons. Apparently male prostitu- 
tion was a part of the debased religious practices of 
Baal worship (14:24). 

22:53 Conclusion—The story does not end here but 
is continued in 2 Kings. The division of the Book of 
Kings is not original, but was done for convenience 
when the Bible was translated into Greek in the sec- 
ond century B.C. 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 


KINGS 


> AUTHOR: This book, thought to originally be part of 1 Kings, is similar to the Book 
of Jeremiah. It has been observed that the omission of Jeremiah’s ministry in the ac- 
count of King Josiah and his successors may indicate that Jeremiah himself was the 
recorder of the events. The last two chapters were evidently added to the book after 
the Babylonian captivity and written by someone other than Jeremiah. 

> TIME: 853-560 B.c. > KEY VERSES: 2 Kin. 17:22-23 

> THEME: Both Elijah in 1 Kings and Elisha in 2 Kings are prime examples of how 
prophets functioned in Israel. They fearlessly confronted kings. They were involved 
in miracles. Both seemed to always be involved in the middle of some political con- 
troversy. Most importantly, they called on God and got results. In 2 Kings, Israel's 
story begins with the reign of Ahab’s son, Ahaziah, continues with the capture and 
deportation of Israel to Assyria in 722 B.c., and ends with Judah’s fall in 587 B.c., when 
Nebuchadnezzar burns the temple and palace in Jerusalem and deports many peo- 


ple back to Babylon. 


God Judges Ahaziah 

Moab ¢rebelled against Israel “after the 

death of Ahab. 

2Now cAhaziah fell through the lattice 
of his upper room in Samaria, and was 
injured; so he sent messengers and said to 
them, “Go, inquire of 4Baal-Zebub, the god 
of ¢Ekron, whether I shall recover from this 
injury.” 3But the angel* of the LORD said to 
Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet 
the messengers of the king of Samaria, 
and say to them, ‘Is it because there is no 
God in Israel that you are going to inquire 
of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?’ 4Now 
therefore, thus says the LORD: ‘You shall 
not come down from the bed to which you 
have gone up, but you shall surely die.’” So 
Elijah departed. 

5And when the messengers returned to 
him, he said to them, “Why have you come 
back?” 

6So they said to him, “A man came up 
to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go, return to 


the king who sent you, and say to him, 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Is it because there 
is no God in Israel that you are sending to 
inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you shall not come down from 
the bed to which you have gone up, but you 
shall surely die.’”’” 

7Then he said to them, “What kind of 
man was it who came up to meet you and 
told you these words?” 

8So they answered him, f“A hairy man 
wearing a leather belt around his waist.” 

And he said, 2“It is Elijah the Tishbite.” 

Then the king sent to him a captain of 
fifty with his fifty men. So he went up to 
him; and there he was, sitting on the top of 
a hill. And he spoke to him: “Man of God, 
the king has said, ‘Come down!’” 

10So Elijah answered and said to the 
captain of fifty, “If I am a man of God, 
then “let fire come down from heaven and 


*1:3 Or Angel 


1:2 Ahaziah. The account of his brief, wicked reign 
begins in 1 Kings 22:51. The division of the Book of 
Kings into two parts was for the convenience of the 
translators, as is indicated by the fact that Ahaziah’s 
reign carries over from one book to the other without 
a break. 

1:6 Unbelief—Just as in the days of Ahaziah, men 
and women today often will turn to everything but 
the one genuine source of truth. But because there 
is no help or life or power in man’s gods, man’s ideas 
and philosophies, belief in them will end only in 
wasted, ineffective lives, and eventually in eternal 
death. True joy and meaning in life can only be found 
through trust in God. 


1:8 A hairy man. This may refer to Elijah’s garments, 
but the usual translation of “hairy man” is supported 
by the ancient versions. 

1:10 fire... from heaven. Heavenly fire could sig- 
nal divine judgment (Gen. 19:24). Elijah had already 
called down such fire in his contest with the prophets 
of Baal (1 Kin. 18:36-38). If this fire was lightning, the 
episode would have been a particularly significant 
slap in the face of their religion, showing that Baal 


1:2¢1 Kin. 22:40 4 Matt. 
1:8 Zech. 13:4 91 Kin. 18:7 


1:192 Sam. 8:2 °2 Kin. 3:5 
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consume you and your fifty men.” And fire 
came down from heaven and consumed 
him and his fifty. !!Then he sent to him 
another captain of fifty with his fifty men. 

And he answered and said to him: “Man 
of God, thus has the king said, ‘Come down 
quickly!’” 

122So0 Elijah answered and said to them, 
“If Iam a man of God, let fire come down 
from heaven and consume you and your 
fifty men.” And the fire of God came down 
from heaven and consumed him and his 
fifty. 

1B Again, he sent a third captain of fifty 
with his fifty men. And the third captain 
of fifty went up, and came and fell on his 
knees before Elijah, and pleaded with him, 
and said to him: “Man of God, please let 
my life and the life of these fifty servants 
of yours ‘be precious in your sight. Look, 
fire has come down from heaven and 
burned up the first two captains of fifties 
with their fifties. But let my life now be pre- 
cious in your sight.” 

15And the angel* of the LORD said to Eli- 
jah, “Go down with him; do not be afraid 
of him.” So he arose and went down with 
him to the king. 16Then he said to him, 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Because you have 
sent messengers to inquire of Baal-Zebub, 
the god of Ekron, is it because there is no 
God in Israel to inquire of His word? There- 
fore you shall not come down from the bed 
to which you have gone up, but you shall 
surely die.’” 

17S0 Ahaziah died according to the word 
of the LORD which Elijah had spoken. Be- 
cause he had no son, iJehoram* became 
king in his place, in the second year of 
Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of 
Judah. 

18Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah 
which he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


Elijah Ascends to Heaven 
And it came to pass, when the LORD was 
about to “take up Elijah into heaven by 
a whirlwind, that Elijah went with “Elisha 
from Gilgal. 2Then Elijah said to Elisha, 
c“Stay here, please, for the LORD has sent 
me on to Bethel.” 


But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and 
das your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So 
they went down to Bethel. 

3Now ¢the sons of the prophets who were 
at Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that the LORD will take 
away your master from over you today?” 

And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent!” 

4Then Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay 
here, please, for the LORD has sent me on 
to Jericho.” 

But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as 
your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So 
they came to Jericho. 

5Now the sons of the prophets who were 
at Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, 
“Do you know that the LORD will take away 
your master from over you today?” 

So he answered, “Yes, I know; keep si- 
lent!” 

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, 
please, for the LORD has sent me on to the 
Jordan.” 

But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as 
your soul lives, I will not leave you!” So the 
two of them went on. 7And fifty men of the 
sons of the prophets went and stood facing 
them at a distance, while the two of them 
stood by the Jordan. 8Now Elijah took his 
mantle, rolled it up, and struck the water; 
and fit was divided this way and that, so 
that the two of them crossed over on dry 
ground. 

§And so it was, when they had crossed 
over, that Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask! What 
may I do for you, before I am taken away 
from you?” 

Elisha said, “Please let a double portion 
of your spirit be upon me.” 

10So he said, “You have asked a hard 
thing. Nevertheless, if you see me when I 
am taken from you, it shall be so for you; 
but if not, it shall not be so.” 11Then it hap- 
pened, as they continued on and talked, 
that suddenly “a chariot of fire appeared 
with horses of fire, and separated the two 
of them; and Elijah ‘went up by a whirl- 
wind into heaven. 

l22And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, 


*1:15 Or Angel *1:17 The son of Ahab king of 
Israel (compare 3:1) 


was not the god of the storm he was reputed to be. 
The God of Israel was—and is—the Lord of creation. 
2:3 take away. The same Hebrew word is used for 
Enoch’s entrance to heaven (Gen. 5:24). The work 
that God was about to do had been divinely revealed 
to many of God's servants (vv. 3,5). This widespread 
knowledge of God’s purpose would protect against 
later denials by cynical persons that the event had 
ever taken place. 

2:9 double portion. |n material things, the principal 
heir received a double portion of his father’s goods. 
Elisha wanted the principle of primary inheritance 
to apply to spiritual things. Far from being a self- 
ish request, Elisha’s petition reflects his humble 


acknowledgment that if Elijah’s ministry were to con- 
tinue through him, it would take special God-given 
spiritual power. 

2:11 heaven. The Bible does not give very much infor- 
mation about exactly what happens to the believer 
after death. Elijah is described as being “caught up to 
heaven,” and it is assumed that he went to the same 
place to which Enoch had been taken up (Heb. 11:5). 
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i*My father, my father, the chariot of Is- 
rael and its horsemen!” So he saw him no 
more. And he took hold of his own clothes 
and tore them into two pieces. !8He also 
took up the mantle of Elijah that had fall- 
en from him, and went back and stood by 
the bank of the Jordan. “Then he took the 
mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, 
and struck the water, and said, “Where is 
the LORD God of Elijah?” And when he also 
had struck the water, "it was divided this 
way and that; and Elisha crossed over. 

15Now when the sons of the prophets who 
were from Jericho saw him, they said, “The 
spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they 
came to meet him, and bowed to the ground 
before him. !6Then they said to him, “Look 
now, there are fifty strong men with your 
servants. Please let them go and search for 
your master, ™lest perhaps the Spirit of the 
LORD has taken him up and cast him upon 
some mountain or into some valley.” 

And he said, “You shall not send any- 
one.” 

17But when they urged him till he was 
nashamed, he said, “Send them!” There- 
fore they sent fifty men, and they searched 
for three days but did not find him. !8And 
when they came back to him, for he had 
stayed in Jericho, he said to them, “Did I 
not say to you, ‘Do not go’?” 


Elisha Performs Miracles 

19Then the men of the city said to Elisha, 
“Please notice, the situation of this city is 
pleasant, as my lord sees; but the water is 
bad, and the ground barren.” 

20And he said, “Bring me a new bowl, 
and put salt in it.” So they brought it to 
him. 2!Then he went out to the source of 
the water, and °cast in the salt there, and 
said, “Thus says the LORD: ‘I have healed 
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this water; from it there shall be no more 
death or barrenness.’” 22So the water re- 
mains Phealed to this day, according to the 
word of Elisha which he spoke. 

23Then he went up from there to Beth- 
el; and as he was going up the road, some 
youths came from the city and mocked 
him, and said to him, “Go up, you bald- 
head! Go up, you baldhead!” 

24So he turned around and looked at 
them, and %pronounced a curse on them 
in the name of the LORD. And two female 
bears came out of the woods and mauled 
forty-two of the youths. 

25Then he went from there to "Mount 
Carmel, and from there he returned to Sa- 
maria. 


Moab Rebels Against Israel 
Now ¢Jehoram the son of Ahab became 
king over Israel at Samaria in the eigh- 

teenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 
and reigned twelve years. 2And he did evil 
in the sight of the LORD, but not like his fa- 
ther and mother; for he put away the sacred 
pillar of Baal >that his father had made. 
3Nevertheless he persisted in cthe sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made 
Israel sin; he did not depart from them. 

4Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep- 
breeder, and he ¢regularly paid the king of 
Israel one hundred thousand “lambs and 
the wool of one hundred thousand rams. 
5But it happened, when ‘Ahab died, that the 
king of Moab rebelled against the king of 
Israel. 

6So King Jehoram went out of Samaria 
at that time and mustered all Israel. 7Then 
he went and sent to Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, saying, “The king of Moab has re- 
belled against me. Will you go with me to 
fight against Moab?” 


Jesus assured the thief on the cross that he would be 
in “paradise” with Him (Luke 23:43), a place of which 
Paul also had a brief glimpse (2 Cor. 12:1-4). While we 
do not have a clear picture of what it is like, we know 
that God will provide a place of beauty and rest for 
all His children. 

2:15 The spirit of Elijah. The prophets witnessed 
both the miracle of Elijah (v. 8) and the similar miracle 
of Elisha. In this way there would be common agree- 
ment that Elisha was the successor of Elijah. They 
bowed, notin worship, but in respect and submission 
to the will of God. 

2:17 he was ashamed. Although these words may 
indicate Elisha’s sense of shame on behalf of his dis- 
ciples for their disbelief, the use of the phrase else- 
where indicates that it means Elisha was worn out, 
no longer willing to resist (8:11). He came to the point 
where he gave in to their request. 

2:23 Go up, you baldhead. The words of these 
youths indicate their disbelief of Elijah’s “going up” 
into heaven and their disrespect for God’s prophet. 
God did not tolerate blasphemy against Himself by 
the demeaning of Elijah’s departure, or the abuse of 
His prophet, whom He had called for an important 
task at a critical period in Israel's history. 


3:2 sacred pillar of Baal. Probably this was a stone 
pillar or statue erected by Ahab and bearing an 
inscription and image of the god Baal. Although 
it was put away temporarily, it apparently was not 
destroyed, because it later became one of the objects 
of Jehu’s purge (10:26-27). 

3:4 Mesha king of Moab. The existence of this 
Moabite king is confirmed by an inscription on a 
pillar known as the Moabite Stone. The inscription 
indicates that Omri had conquered the plains of 
Moab north of the Arnon River, and that the area 
remained under Israelite control throughout Ahab’s 
reign. Thus the events of this chapter probably took 
place after Jehoram’s accession and shortly before 
Jehoshaphat’s death in 847 8.c. sheepbreeder. This 
Hebrew word is used only of Mesha and of Amos, the 
prophet (Amos 1:1). 

3:7 Will you go with me. Because Jehoshaphat 
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And he said, “I will go up; 2] am as you 
are, my people as your people, my horses 
as your horses.” 8Then he said, “Which 
way shall we go up?” 

And he answered, “By way of the Wil- 
derness of Edom.” 

9So the king of Israel went with the king 
of Judah and the king of Edom, and they 
marched on that roundabout route sev- 
en days; and there was no water for the 
army, nor for the animals that followed 
them. !0And the king of Israel said, “Alas! 
For the LoRD has called these three kings 
together to deliver them into the hand of 
Moab.” 

UBut "Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no 
prophet of the LORD here, that we may in- 
quire of the LORD by him?” 

So one of the servants of the king of Is- 
rael answered and said, “Elisha the son of 
Shaphat is here, who ‘poured water on the 
hands of Elijah.” 

12And Jehoshaphat said, “The word of 
the LORD is with him.” So the king of Is- 
rael and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom 
jiwent down to him. 

1B3Then Elisha said to the king of Israel, 
k“What have I to do with you? 'Go to “the 
prophets of your father and the "prophets 
of your mother.” 

But the king of Israel said to him, “No, 
for the LorD has called these three kings 
together to deliver them into the hand of 
Moab.” 

M4And Elisha said, °“As the LORD of 
hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely 
were it not that I regard the presence of Je- 
hoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look 
at you, nor see you. 5But now bring me ?a 
musician.” 

Then it happened, when the musician 
aplayed, that ‘the hand of the LORD came 
upon him. !6And he said, “Thus says the 
LORD: *‘Make this valley full of ditches.’ 
17For thus says the LORD: ‘You shall not 
see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that 
valley shall be filled with water, so that 
you, your cattle, and your animals may 
drink.’ 18And this is a simple matter in 
the sight of the LORD; He will also deliver 
the Moabites into your hand. !%Also you 
shall attack every fortified city and every 
choice city, and shall cut down every good 
tree, and stop up every spring of water, 


and ruin every good piece of land with 
stones.” 

20Now it happened in the morning, when 
tthe grain offering was offered, that sud- 
denly water came by way of Edom, and the 
land was filled with water. 

21nd when all the Moabites heard that 
the kings had come up to fight against 
them, all who were able to bear arms and 
older were gathered; and they stood at the 
border. 22Then they rose up early in the 
morning, and the sun was shining on the 
water; and the Moabites saw the water on 
the other side as red as blood. 23And they 
said, “This is blood; the kings have surely 
struck swords and have killed one another; 
now therefore, Moab, to the spoil!” 

24So when they came to the camp of 
Israel, Israel rose up and attacked the 
Moabites, so that they fled before them; 
and they entered their land, killing the 
Moabites. 25Then they destroyed the cities, 
and each man threw a stone on every good 
piece of land and filled it; and they stopped 
up all the springs of water and cut down all 
the good trees. But they left the stones of 
uKir Haraseth intact. However the slingers 
surrounded and attacked it. 

26And when the king of Moab saw that 
the battle was too fierce for him, he took 
with him seven hundred men who drew 
swords, to break through to the king of 
Edom, but they could not. 27Then vhe took 
his eldest son who would have reigned in 
his place, and offered him as a burnt of- 
fering upon the wall; and there was great 
indignation against Israel. ™So they de- 
parted from him and returned to their 
own land. 


Elisha and the Widow’s Oil 
A certain woman of the wives of ¢the 
sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, 
saying, “Your servant my husband is dead, 
and you know that your servant feared the 
Lorp. And the creditor is coming >to take 
my two sons to be his slaves.” 
2So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do 
for you? Tell me, what do you have in the 
house?” And she said, “Your maidservant 
has nothing in the house but a jar of oil.” 
3Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from 
everywhere, from all your neighbors— 
empty vessels; cdo not gather just a few. 


was related to the throne of the northern kingdom 
through the marriage of his son Jehoram to Ahab’s 
daughter Athaliah, it could be presumed that he 
would be available as an ally. 

3:14 | would not look at you. As a devotee of Baal, 
Jehoram had no claim on the favor of God. Never- 
theless, he would enjoy the benefits of God's grace 
toward Jehoshaphat. 

3:20 filled with water. The dry stream beds can eas- 
ily overflow their banks in downpours of rain. Even 
distant areas can be flooded by water from faraway 
mountain streams swelled by heavy rains. 


4:1 A certain woman. The fate of widows was peril- 
ous in the ancient Middle East. A practical test of bib- 
ical piety was to observe how those in power treated 
widows and orphans (Job 24:21; Ps. 146:9). 
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4And when you have come in, you shall 
shut the door behind you and your sons; 
then pour it into all those vessels, and set 
aside the full ones.” 

5So she went from him and shut the door 
behind her and her sons, who brought the 
vessels to her; and she poured it out. 'Now 
it came to pass, when the vessels were full, 
that she said to her son, “Bring me another 
vessel.” 

And he said to her, “There is not another 
vessel.” So the oil ceased. 7Then she came 
and told the man of God. And he said, “Go, 
sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and 
your sons live on the rest.” 


Elisha Raises the Shunammite’s Son 

8Now it happened one day that Elisha 
went to @Shunem, where there was a nota- 
ble woman, and she persuaded him to eat 
some food. So it was, as often as he passed 
by, he would turn in there to eat some food. 
9And she said to her husband, “Look now, 
I know that this is a holy man of God, who 
passes by us regularly. !°Please, let us make 
a small upper room on the wall; and let us 
put a bed for him there, and a table and a 
chair and a lampstand; so it will be, when- 
ever he comes to us, he can turn in there.” 

11And it happened one day that he came 
there, and he turned in to the upper room 
and lay down there. !2Then he said to ¢Ge- 
hazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite 
woman.” When he had called her, she stood 
before him. !3And he said to him, “Say now 
to her, ‘Look, you have been concerned for 
us with all this care. What can I do for you? 
Do you want me to speak on your behalf to 
the king or to the commander of the army?’” 

She answered, “I dwell among my own 
people.” 

4So he said, “What then is to be done 
for her?” 

And Gehazi answered, “Actually, she 
has no son, and her husband is old.” 

15So he said, “Call her.” When he had 
called her, she stood in the doorway. 
16Then he said, “About this time next year 
you shall embrace a son.” 

And she said, “No, my lord. Man of God, 
fdo not lie to your maidservant!” 

17But the woman conceived, and bore a 
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son when the appointed time had come, of 
which Elisha had told her. 

18A nd the child grew. Now it happened 
one day that he went out to his father, to 
the reapers. !8And he said to his father, “My 
head, my head!” 

So he said to a servant, “Carry him to 
his mother.” 20When he had taken him and 
brought him to his mother, he sat on her 
knees till noon, and then died. 21And she 
went up and laid him on the bed of the man 
of God, shut the door upon him, and went 
out. 22Then she called to her husband, and 
said, “Please send me one of the young men 
and one of the donkeys, that I may run to 
the man of God and come back.” 

23So he said, “Why are you going to him 
today? It is neither the New Moon nor the 
Sabbath.” 

And she said, “It is well.” 24Then she 
saddled a donkey, and said to her servant, 
“Drive, and go forward; do not slacken the 
pace for me unless I tell you.” 25And so she 
departed, and went to the man of God “at 
Mount Carmel. 

So it was, when the man of God saw her 
afar off, that he said to his servant Gehazi, 
“Look, the Shunammite woman! 26Please 
run now to meet her, and say to her, ‘Is it 
well with you? Is it well with your hus- 
band? Is it well with the child?’” 

And she answered, “It is well.” 27Now 
when she came to the man of God at the 
hill, she caught him by the feet, but Gehazi 
came near to push her away. But the man 
of God said, “Let her alone; for her soul is 
in deep distress, and the LORD has hidden 
it from me, and has not told me.” 

28So she said, “Did I ask a son of my 
lord? ‘Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive me’?” 

29Then he said to Gehazi, /“Get yourself 
ready, and take my staff in your hand, and 
be on your way. If you meet anyone, do not 
greet him; and if anyone greets you, do not 
answer him; but lay my staff on the face 
of the child.” 

30And the mother of the child said, ™“As 
the LorRD lives, and as your soul lives, "I 
will not leave you.” So he arose and fol- 
lowed her. 31Now Gehazi went on ahead 
of them, and laid the staff on the face of 
the child; but there was neither voice nor 


4:10 small upper room. The flat roofs of houses in 
this time were used as extra living space, and often a 
small room would be built on the roof which could be 
reached from outside. This accommodated a guest 
while providing privacy. Recognizing Elisha as one 
of God’s chosen servants, the Shunammite woman 
was especially concerned that the normal measures 
of hospitality be applied even more fully. 

4:12-13 Thankfulness—Both Elijah and the Shu- 
nammite woman illustrate the vitally important 
teaching of Scripture: Be thankful; be ready both to 
receive and to give; express your thankfulness always 
with words and deeds. Too many blessings, kind 
words, and thoughtful actions go thankless until it 
is too late. The kindness and love expressed to Elijah 


registered in his heart and mind. His loving question 
should be our question in response to kindness: 
“What can | do for you?” 

4:23 New Moon... Sabbath. There was no work on 
these days, so they would be more suitable for going 
to see the prophet (Ex. 20:9-12; Amos 8:5). 

4:27 the Lorp has hidden it. The prophets did not 
know everything, but only what God made known to 
them (5:26). 
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hearing. Therefore he went back to meet 
him, and told him, saying, “The child has 
onot awakened.” 

32When Elisha came into the house, there 
was the child, lying dead on his bed. 33He 
pwent in therefore, shut the door behind 
the two of them, “and prayed to the LORD. 
34And he went up and lay on the child, and 
put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on 
his eyes, and his hands on his hands; and 
the stretched himself out on the child, and 
the flesh of the child became warm. *5He 
returned and walked back and forth in the 
house, and again went up sand stretched 
himself out on him; then ‘the child sneezed 
seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 
36A nd he called Gehazi and said, “Call this 
Shunammite woman.” So he called her. 
And when she came in to him, he said, 
“Pick up your son.” 37So she went in, fell at 
his feet, and bowed to the ground; then she 
upicked up her son and went out. 


Elisha Purifies the Pot of Stew 

38And Elisha returned to vGilgal, and 
there was a “famine in the land. Now the 
sons of the prophets were xsitting before 
him; and he said to his servant, “Put on the 
large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the 
prophets.” 39So one went out into the field 
to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and 
gathered from it a lapful of wild gourds, 
and came and sliced them into the pot of 
stew, though they did not know what they 
were. 40Then they served it to the men to 
eat. Now it happened, as they were eating 
the stew, that they cried out and said, “Man 
of God, there is Ydeath in the pot!” And they 
could not eat it. 

41So he said, “Then bring some flour.” 
And Zhe put it into the pot, and said, “Serve 
it to the people, that they may eat.” And 
there was nothing harmful in the pot. 


Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men 
42Then a man came from “Baal Shalisha, 
band brought the man of God bread of the 


firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley bread, 
and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. 
And he said, “Give it to the people, that 
they may eat.” 

43But his servant said, c‘What? Shall I 
set this before one hundred men?” 

He said again, “Give it to the people, 
that they may eat; for thus says the LORD: 
d‘They shall eat and have some left over.’” 
44So he set it before them; and they ate ¢and 
had some left over, according to the word 
of the LORD. 


Naaman’s Leprosy Healed 

Now «Naaman, commander of the army 

of the king of Syria, was »a great and 
honorable man in the eyes of his master, 
because by him the LORD had given vic- 
tory to Syria. He was also a mighty man 
of valor, but a leper. 2And the Syrians had 
gone out con raids, and had brought back 
captive a young girl from the land of Israel. 
She waited on Naaman’s wife. 3Then she 
said to her mistress, “If only my master 
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! 
For he would heal him of his leprosy.” 4And 
Naaman went in and told his master, say- 
ing, “Thus and thus said the girl who is 
from the land of Israel.” 

5Then the king of Syria said, “Go now, 
and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” 

So he departed and ¢took with him ten 
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of 
gold, and ten changes of clothing. 6Then 
he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
which said, 


Now be advised, when this letter comes 
to you, that I have sent Naaman my 
servant to you, that you may heal him 
of his leprosy. 


7And it happened, when the king of Israel 
read the letter, that he tore his clothes and 
said, “Am I ¢God, to kill and make alive, 
that this man sends a man to me to heal him 
of his leprosy? Therefore please consider, 
and see how he seeks a quarrel with me.” 


4:33 prayed to the Lorpb. Elisha’s actions demon- 
strate that his faith was in the person and power of 
God alone, and not in the staff that symbolized his 
prophetic office. The restoration of the boy’s life is a 
demonstration that life itself is in the hands of God. 
4:36 Resurrection—When the writer of Hebrews 
tells us about those “women [who] received their 
dead raised to life again” (Heb. 11:35), he is probably 
referring to the two women about whom we read 
in 1 Kings 17:8-24 and 2 Kings 4:8-37. Many simi- 
larities can be seen between these two resurrection 
miracles, but it is clear that neither prophet followed 
a “resurrection formula.” God is not bound to fol- 
low certain procedures or respond to incantations. 
Instead, He heals whom He will, in what way He wills. 
4:41 flour. The meal or flour had no magical prop- 
erties. Elisha’s faith in the living God effected the 
miraculous cure. 

5:1 king of Syria. The king of Aram (or Syria) was 
Ben-Hadad II (860-842 B.c.). He was a constant threat 


against the northern kingdom and would lead an 
invasion against it later (6:24—7:20). 

5:3 the prophet who is in Samaria. Although Elisha 
traveled frequently and may sometimes have lived at 
Mount Carmel (4:25), he apparently maintained a res- 
idence in the capital city of Samaria (2:25; 6:9—7:20). 
5:7 tore his clothes. While such letters of intro- 
duction were common in the ancient Middle East, 
Ben-Hadad’s frequent forays against Israel made the 
king suspicious that the Arameans were seeking a 
pretext for another attack. Tearing one’s robes was a 
sign of grief or agitation. 
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8So it was, when Elisha the man of God 
heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, 
“Why have you torn your clothes? Please 
let him come to me, and he shall know that 
there is a prophet in Israel.” 

§Then Naaman went with his horses 
and chariot, and he stood at the door of Eli- 
sha’s house. !0And Elisha sent a messen- 
ger to him, saying, “Go and fwash in the 
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall 
be restored to you, and you shall be clean.” 
But Naaman became furious, and went 
away and said, “Indeed, I said to myself, 
‘He will surely come out to me, and stand 
and call on the name of the LorD his God, 
and wave his hand over the place, and 
heal the leprosy.’ 12Are not the Abanah* 
and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Could 
I not wash in them and be clean?” So he 
turned and went away ina rage. 8And his 
gservants came near and spoke to him, and 
said, “My father, if the prophet had told you 
to do something great, would you not have 
done it? How much more then, when he 
says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 4So he 
went down and dipped seven times in the 
Jordan, according to the saying of the man 
of God; and his "flesh was restored like the 
flesh of a little child, and ‘he was clean. 

15And he returned to the man of God, he 
and all his aides, and came and stood be- 
fore him; and he said, “Indeed, now I know 
that there is ino God in all the earth, except 
in Israel; now therefore, please take “a gift 
from your servant.” 

16But he said, “As the LORD lives, before 
whom I stand, I will receive nothing.” 
And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 

17$0 Naaman said, “Then, if not, please 
let your servant be given two mule-loads 
of earth; for your servant will no longer 
offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to 
other gods, but to the LORD. 18 Yet in this 
thing may the LoRD pardon your servant: 
when my master goes into the temple of 
Rimmon to worship there, and "he leans on 
my hand, and I bow down in the temple of 
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Rimmon—when I bow down in the temple 
of Rimmon, may the LorRD please pardon 
your servant in this thing.” 

19Then he said to him, “Go in peace.” So 
he departed from him a short distance. 


Gehazi’s Greed 

20But °Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the 
man of God, said, “Look, my master has 
spared Naaman this Syrian, while not re- 
ceiving from his hands what he brought; 
but as the LORD lives, I will run after him 
and take something from him.” 2!So Ge- 
hazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman 
saw him running after him, he got down 
from the chariot to meet him, and said, “Is 
all well?” 

22And he said, “All is >well. My mas- 
ter has sent me, saying, ‘Indeed, just now 
two young men of the sons of the prophets 
have come to me from the mountains of 
Ephraim. Please give them a talent of silver 
and two changes of garments.’” 

23So Naaman said, “Please, take two 
talents.” And he urged him, and bound 
two talents of silver in two bags, with two 
changes of garments, and handed them to 
two of his servants; and they carried them 
on ahead of him. 24When he came to the 
citadel, he took them from their hand, and 
stored them away in the house; then he let 
the men go, and they departed. 25Now he 
went in and stood before his master. Elisha 
said to him, “Where did you go, Gehazi?” 

And he said, “Your servant did not go 
anywhere.” 

26Then he said to him, “Did not my heart 
go with you when the man turned back from 
his chariot to meet you? Is it *time to receive 
money and to receive clothing, olive groves 
and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and 
female servants? 27Therefore the leprosy 
of Naaman ‘shall cling to you and your de- 
scendants forever.” And he went out from 
his presence sleprous, as white as snow. 


*5:12 Following Kethib, Septuagint, and Vulgate; 
Qere, Syriac, and Targum read Amanah. 


5:10 wash in the Jordan. Elisha’s instructions illus- 
trate the fact that simple obedience to God's will, 
even if it is not what we imagined, is the only road to 
receiving God's blessings. 

5:15 no God... except in Israel. Naaman is an unusual 
example of a foreigner who came to faith in God. 

5:17 earth. Naaman’s unusual request may refer back 
to God's instructions to the Israelites in the desert (Ex. 
20:24). Altars built for the worship of the Lord were 
to be made of earth or undressed stones, perhaps to 
avoid the possibility of the altar itself becoming an 
object of veneration. 

5:23 talents. A talent was an enormous amount of 
silver—equal to 3,000 shekels, or about 75 pounds. 
5:26 my heart go with you. The use of the term heart 
suggests not only Elisha’s knowledge but also his 
strong feelings for Gehazi. 

5:26-27 Worldliness—Naamaan, in gratitude, urged 


Elisha to receive a gift, but Elisha steadfastly refused. 
The prophet wanted the new convert to understand 
clearly that the God of Israel cannot be bribed. His 
gifts are bestowed because of His gracious heart. 
Gehazi’s sin was serious—it involved covetousness, 
lying, misrepresentation of the prophet and, more 
importantly, brought disgrace on the name of the 
God of Israel. Gehazi was acting in his own self-inter- 
est rather than for the cause of God. When we choose 
according to the values of unregenerate men, we are 
worldly and damage the interests of God's kingdom. 
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The Floating Ax Head 
And ¢the sons of the prophets said to 
Elisha, “See now, the place where we 
dwell with you is too small for us. 2Please, 
let us go to the Jordan, and let every man 
take a beam from there, and let us make 
there a place where we may dwell.” 

So he answered, “Go.” 

3Then one said, “Please consent to go 
with your servants.” 

And he answered, “I will go.” 4So he went 
with them. And when they came to the Jor- 
dan, they cut down trees. 5But as one was 
cutting down a tree, the iron ax head fell 
into the water; and he cried out and said, 
“Alas, master! For it was ¢borrowed.” 

6So the man of God said, “Where did it 
fall?” And he showed him the place. So ¢he 
cut off a stick, and threw it in there; and 
he made the iron float. 7Therefore he said, 
“Pick it up for yourself.” So he reached out 
his hand and took it. 


The Blinded Syrians Captured 

8Now the ¢king of Syria was making war 
against Israel; and he consulted with his 
servants, saying, “My camp will be in such 
and such a place.” 9And the man of God 
sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware 
that you do not pass this place, for the Syr- 
ians are coming down there.” !°Then the 
king of Israel sent someone to the place of 
which the man of God had told him. Thus 
he warned him, and he was watchful there, 
not just once or twice. 

11Therefore the heart of the king of Syr- 
ia was greatly troubled by this thing; and 
he called his servants and said to them, 
“Will you not show me which of us is for 
the king of Israel?” 

12And one of his servants said, “None, 
my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet 
who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the 
words that you speak in your bedroom.” 


13So he said, “Go and see where he is, 
that I may send and get him.” 

And it was told him, saying, “Surely he 
is in Dothan.” 

M4Therefore he sent horses and chariots 
and a great army there, and they came by 
night and surrounded the city. 5And when 
the servant of the man of God arose ear- 
ly and went out, there was an army, sur- 
rounding the city with horses and chariots. 
And his servant said to him, “Alas, my 
master! What shall we do?” 

16So he answered, “Do not fear, for 
hthose who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.” !7And Elisha prayed, 
and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that 
he may see.” Then the LORD ‘opened the 
eyes of the young man, and he saw. And 
behold, the mountain was full of ‘horses 
and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 18So 
when the Syrians came down to him, Eli- 
sha prayed to the LORD, and said, “Strike 
this people, I pray, with blindness.” And 
kHe struck them with blindness according 
to the word of Elisha. 

19Now Elisha said to them, “This is not 
the way, nor is this the city. Follow me, 
and I will bring you to the man whom you 
seek.” But he led them to Samaria. 

20So it was, when they had come to Sa- 
maria, that Elisha said, “LORD, open the 
eyes of these men, that they may see.” And 
the LORD opened their eyes, and they saw; 
and there they were, inside Samaria! 

21Now when the king of Israel saw them, 
he said to Elisha, “My ‘father, shall I kill 
them? Shall I kill them?” 

22But he answered, “You shall not kill 
them. Would you kill those whom you have 
taken captive with your sword and your 
bow? ™Set food and water before them, 
that they may eat and drink and go to their 
master.” 23Then he prepared a great feast 
for them; and after they ate and drank, 
he sent them away and they went to their 


6:6 made the iron float. At a time when most tools 
were still made of bronze, an iron blade was valuable. 
6:13 Dothan. Dothan was in the central highlands of 
Israel. It is mentioned only here and in Genesis 37:17, 
when Joseph was sold to the Midianites. 

6:15 servant of the man of God. Since Gehazi had 
become a leper (5:27), this is probably another ser- 
vant. However, Gehazi is mentioned again in 8:4 as 
one who was still faithfully representing the miracles 
done through Elisha. 

6:16-17 Understanding the Big Picture—Spiritu- 
ally, we don’t often make the personal progress we 
should. We fall back into old patterns of behavior too 
easily. We feel like God has left us out there alone to 
fight with our internal weaknesses as well as external 
forces that often seem to overpower us. 

We're like Elisha’s servant who couldn't see the full 
reality. We don’t have a big enough vision to see what 
God is doing around us and in us. We're too wrapped 
up in our own physical and emotional reality. We're so 
full of ourselves that there’s no room for God and the 
new vision He can bring to our lives. 


Curiously, this story doesn’t contain any record 

of the servant’s response to what he saw. Did that 
new vision dramatically change his life? Did he 
forever understand the extent of God’s protective 
care? Maybe that happened, or maybe like most of 
us, he was only able to catch a glimpse. We must 
live by faith that the full reality is represented by 
those brief and beautiful glimpses of the bigger pic- 
ture. 
6:19 | will bring you. Elisha’s words are technically 
true, although he was undoubtedly misleading and 
deceiving the Arameans. The fact that he did not use 
his unfair advantage to kill Israel’s enemies is worthy 
of notice. 
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master. So "the bands of Syrian raiders 
came no more into the land of Israel. 


Syria Besieges Samaria in Famine 

24And it happened after this that °-Ben- 
Hadad king of Syria gathered all his army, 
and went up and besieged Samaria. 25And 
there was a great Pfamine in Samaria; and 
indeed they besieged it until a donkey’s 
head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, 
and one-fourth of a kab of dove droppings 
for five shekels of silver. 

26Then, as the king of Israel was passing 
by on the wall, a woman cried out to him, 
saying, “Help, my lord, O king!” 

27And he said, “If the LORD does not help 
you, where can I find help for you? From 
the threshing floor or from the winepress?” 
28Then the king said to her, “What is trou- 
bling you?” 

And she answered, “This woman said to 
me, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him 
today, and we will eat my son tomorrow.’ 
29So we boiled my son, and ate him. AndI 
said to her on the next day, ‘Give your son, 
that we may eat him’; but she has hidden 
her son.” 

30Now it happened, when the king heard 
the words of the woman, that he ‘tore his 
clothes; and as he passed by on the wall, 
the people looked, and there underneath he 
had sackcloth on his body. 3!Then he said, 
s“God do so to me and more also, if the 
head of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains 
on him today!” 

32But Elisha was sitting in his house, 
and ‘the elders were sitting with him. And 
the king sent a man ahead of him, but be- 
fore the messenger came to him, he said 
to the elders, ““Do you see how this son 
of va murderer has sent someone to take 
away my head? Look, when the messenger 
comes, shut the door, and hold him fast at 
the door. Is not the sound of his master’s 
feet behind him?” 33And while he was still 
talking with them, there was the messen- 
ger, coming down to him; and then the 
king said, “Surely this calamity is from the 
LORD; wwhy should I wait for the LORD any 
longer?” 

Then Elisha said, “Hear the word of the 
LORD. Thus says the LORD: “Tomorrow 
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about this time a seah of fine flour shall be 
sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley 
for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.’” 

2bSo an officer on whose hand the king 
leaned answered the man of God and said, 
“Look, cif the LORD would make windows 
in heaven, could this thing be?” 

And he said, “In fact, you shall see it 
with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 


The Syrians Flee 

3Now there were four leprous men at 
the entrance of the gate; and they said 
to one another, “Why are we sitting here 
until we die? 4If we say, ‘We will enter the 
city,’ the famine is in the city, and we shall 
die there. And if we sit here, we die also. 
Now therefore, come, let us surrender to 
the earmy of the Syrians. If they keep us 
alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we 
shall only die.” 5And they rose at twilight 
to go to the camp of the Syrians; and when 
they had come to the outskirts of the Syr- 
ian camp, to their surprise no one was 
there. For the Lord had caused the army 
of the Syrians ‘to hear the noise of chari- 
ots and the noise of horses—the noise of 
a great army; so they said to one another, 
“Look, the king of Israel has hired against 
us Sthe kings of the Hittites and the kings 
of the Egyptians to attack us!” 7Therefore 
they “arose and fled at twilight, and left 
the camp intact—their tents, their horses, 
and their donkeys—and they fled for their 
lives. 8And when these lepers came to the 
outskirts of the camp, they went into one 
tent and ate and drank, and carried from it 
silver and gold and clothing, and went and 
hid them; then they came back and entered 
another tent, and carried some from there 
also, and went and hid it. 

§9Then they said to one another, “We are 
not doing right. This day is a day of good 
news, and we remain silent. If we wait un- 
til morning light, some punishment will 
come upon us. Now therefore, come, let us 
go and tell the king’s household.” !9So they 
went and called to the gatekeepers of the 
city, and told them, saying, “We went to 
the Syrian camp, and surprisingly no one 
was there, not a human sound—only hors- 
es and donkeys tied, and the tents intact.” 


6:25 donkey’s head. Donkeys were unclean for food 
(Lev. 11:3). dove droppings. \t is not known whether 
this term is meant to refer to the actual manure of 
doves or pigeons, or whether it is a slang term for 
some kind of bean or seed (some translations say 
“seed pods” or “locust beans”). 

6:28 eat him. Israel had been warned that national 
disobedience could reduce the people to such a 
loathsome deed (Lev. 26:29; Deut. 28:53-57). 

7:3 leprous men. Because lepers were excluded 
from the city (Lev. 13:4-6; Num. 5:2-3), and avoided 
by all, they probably were ignored by the invaders 
and had been left to their fate. If the ordinary people 
of the city were suffering from hunger, these men 


must have been in even worse plight. They con- 
cluded that they had nothing to lose by going to the 
other side. 

7:9 good news. Good news and good fortune had to 
be shared (Prov. 15:27; 21:17), and the men feared that 
failure to do so might merit divine punishment. 
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11And the gatekeepers called out, and they 
told it to the king’s household inside. 

12So the king arose in the night and said 
to his servants, “Let me now tell you what 
the Syrians have done to us. They know 
that we are ‘hungry; therefore they have 
gone out of the camp to hide themselves in 
the field, saying, ‘When they come out of 
the city, we shall catch them alive, and get 
into the city.’” 

13And one of his servants answered and 
said, “Please, let several men take five of 
the remaining horses which are left in the 
city. Look, they may either become like all 
the multitude of Israel that are left in it; or 
indeed, I say, they may become like all the 
multitude of Israel left from those who are 
consumed; so let us send them and see.” 
“4Therefore they took two chariots with 
horses; and the king sent them in the direc- 
tion of the Syrian army, saying, “Go and 
see.” 15And they went after them to the Jor- 
dan; and indeed all the road was full of gar- 
ments and weapons which the Syrians had 
thrown away in their haste. So the messen- 
gers returned and told the king. !6Then the 
people went out and plundered the tents of 
the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was sold 
for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a 
shekel, ‘according to the word of the LORD. 

17Now the king had appointed the officer 
on whose hand he leaned to have charge 
of the gate. But the people trampled him 
in the gate, and he died, just "as the man 
of God had said, who spoke when the king 
came down to him. 18So it happened just 
as the man of God had spoken to the king, 
saying, “Two seahs of barley for a shekel, 
and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, shall 
be sold tomorrow about this time in the 
gate of Samaria.” 

19Then that officer had answered the 
man of God, and said, “Now look, if the 
LORD would make windows in heaven, 
could such a thing be?” 

And he had said, “In fact, you shall see it 
with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 
20And so it happened to him, for the people 
trampled him in the gate, and he died. 


The King Restores 
the Shunammite’s Land 

Then Elisha spoke to the woman 

awhose son he had restored to life, say- 
ing, “Arise and go, you and your household, 
and stay wherever you can; for the LORD 
bhas called for a ‘famine, and furthermore, 
it will come upon the land for seven years.” 
2So the woman arose and did according to 
the saying of the man of God, and she went 
with her household and dwelt in the land of 
the Philistines seven years. 

3It came to pass, at the end of seven 
years, that the woman returned from the 
land of the Philistines; and she went to 
make an appeal to the king for her house 
and for her land. 4Then the king talked 
with ¢Gehazi, the servant of the man of 
God, saying, “Tell me, please, all the great 
things Elisha has done.” 5Now it happened, 
as he was telling the king how he had re- 
stored the dead to life, that there was the 
woman whose son he had restored to life, 
appealing to the king for her house and 
for her land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O 
king, this is the woman, and this is her son 
whom Elisha restored to life.” 6And when 
the king asked the woman, she told him. 

So the king appointed a certain officer 
for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, 
and all the proceeds of the field from the 
day that she left the land until now.” 


Death of Ben-Hadad 

7Then Elisha went to Damascus, and 
fBen-Hadad king of Syria was sick; and it 
was told him, saying, “The man of God has 
come here.” 8And the king said to sHazael, 
h“Take a present in your hand, and go to 
meet the man of God, and ‘inquire of the 
LORD by him, saying, ‘Shall I recover from 
this disease?’” 9So iHazael went to meet 
him and took a present with him, of ev- 
ery good thing of Damascus, forty camel- 
loads; and he came and stood before him, 
and said, “Your son Ben-Hadad king of 
Syria has sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I 
recover from this disease?’” 

10And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to 


8:1 Kindness—Performing an act of kindness can 
be compared to throwing sand in the wind. You can 
be sure some of it will come back to you. The woman 
mentioned here could give glowing testimony to 
this. She had been led to feed and house the prophet 
Elisha (4:8-10), and this act of kindness produced 
good fruit. Through Elisha’s prayers, her child was 
born and restored (ch. 4), and now Elisha warned her 
of the coming famine. God always remembers our 
acts of kindness (Mal. 3:16). In fact, the only thing God 
“forgets” about us is our confessed sins (Jer. 31:34). 

8:3 she went to make an appeal. The Shunammite 
woman had not renounced or sold her property, but 
merely had left during the previous famine. More- 
over, she had returned within seven years (Deut. 
15:1-6; Ruth 4:3-4). Since the property was still 
legally hers, she pressed her claim to the king himself. 


8:4 Gehazi. At this point, Gehazi was still faithful to 
the ministry of Elisha. 

8:6 Restore all. We get a complex picture of King 
Jehoram. At times he was so angry with Elisha that 
he wished him dead (6:31), yet even then he was in 
mourning for his people. In this section, his righteous 
judgment should be contrasted with the wretched 
behavior of the wicked Ahab (1 Kin. 21:1-16). 

8:10 You shall certainly recover. Elisha was answer- 
ing Ben-Hadad's exact question: his illness was not 
deadly, in the natural course of things he would have 
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him, ‘You shall certainly recover.’ However 
the LORD has shown me that he will real- 
ly die.” Then he set his countenance in a 
stare until he was ashamed; and the man of 
God !wept. !2And Hazael said, “Why is my 
lord weeping?” 

He answered, “Because I know ™the 
evil that you will do to the children of Is- 
rael: Their strongholds you will set on fire, 
and their young men you will kill with the 
sword; and you "will dash their children, 
and rip open their women with child.” 

13So0 Hazael said, “But what °is your ser- 
vant—a dog, that he should do this gross 
thing?” 

And Elisha answered, “The LORD has 
shown me that you will become king over 
Syria.” 

M4Then he departed from Elisha, and 
came to his master, who said to him, “What 
did Elisha say to you?” And he answered, 
“He told me you would surely recover.” 
15But it happened on the next day that he 
took a thick cloth and dipped it in water, 
and spread it over his face so that he died; 
and Hazael reigned in his place. 


Jehoram Reigns in Judah 

16Now 4in the fifth year of Joram the 
son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoshaphat 
having been king of Judah, "Jehoram the 
son of Jehoshaphat began to reign as king 
of Judah. !7He was sthirty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
eight years in Jerusalem. !8And he walked 
in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the 
house of Ahab had done, for tthe daughter 
of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD. 19 Yet the LORD would not 
destroy Judah, for the sake of His servant 
David, “as He promised him to give a lamp 
to him and his sons forever. 

20In his days vEdom revolted against 
Judah’s authority, “and made a king over 
themselves. 21So Joram* went to Zair, and 
all his chariots with him. Then he rose by 
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night and attacked the Edomites who had 
surrounded him and the captains of the 
chariots; and the troops fled to their tents. 
22Thus Edom has been in revolt against 
Judah’s authority to this day. And Libnah 
revolted at that time. 

23Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah? 24So Joram rested with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the City 
of David. Then yAhaziah his son reigned 
in his place. 


Ahaziah Reigns in Judah 

25In the twelfth year of Joram the son 
of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son 
of Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign. 
26Ahaziah was Ztwenty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned one 
year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Athaliah the granddaughter of Omri, king 
of Israel. 274And he walked in the way of 
the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight 
of the LORD, like the house of Ahab, for he 
was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab. 

28Now he went >with Joram the son of 
Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria 
at CRamoth Gilead; and the Syrians wound- 
ed Joram. 29Then ¢King Joram went back to 
Jezreel to recover from the wounds which 
the Syrians had inflicted on him at Ramah, 
when he fought against Hazael king of Syr- 
ia. °And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king 
of Judah, went down to see Joram the son of 
Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 


Jehu Anointed King of Israel 
And Elisha the prophet called one of 
athe sons of the prophets, and said to 
him, >“Get yourself ready, take this flask 
of oil in your hand, cand go to Ramoth Gil- 
ead. 2Now when you arrive at that place, 
look there for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, 


* 8:21 Spelled Jehoram in verse 16 


recovered. However, Elisha also knew that Ben-Ha- 
dad's life would be taken by his servant Hazael. 

8:11 ashamed. Elisha had reached the end of his abil- 
ity to resist his emotions and wept over the suffering 
that Hazael would bring. 

8:13 dog. In the ancient Middle East, dogs were 
despised as scavengers and unclean animals. Shal- 
maneser Ill of Assyria noted Hazael’s accession to the 
throne with the words: “Hazael, son of nobody, seizes 
the throne.” 

8:16 Joram... Jehoram. These are variant spellings 
of the same name; the two kings were brothers-in- 
law since Jehoram of Judah had married the sister of 
Joram of Israel. 

8:16-19 Apostasy—The complete picture of 
Jehoram’s shameful apostasy is presented by the 
chronicler (2 Chr. 21:2-26). There were two power- 
ful influences in Jehoram’s life, one good and one 
evil; sadly, the evil influence prevailed. His father, 
Jehoshaphat, was one of the few godly kings of 
Judah, but Jehoram’s wife was Athaliah, daughter of 


Jezebel, who influenced him to worship Baal (v. 18). 
Jehoram’s life of unfaithfulness earned God's judg- 
ment, and he died a lonely and miserable death. 
Nevertheless, the Lord remained committed to His 
covenant promise (v. 19). Human unfaithfulness can- 
not destroy God's purpose of salvation. 

8:27 the way of the house of Ahab. The lowest 
point of Israel’s religious apostasy was reached in 
the reign of Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel (1 Kin. 
16:31). 

9:2 Jehu. The name Jehu means “the Lord is He.” 
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the son of Nimshi, and go in and make him 
rise up from among ¢4his associates, and 
take him to an inner room. Then ¢take the 
flask of oil, and pour it on his head, and 
say, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I have anointed 
you king over Israel.”’ Then open the door 
and flee, and do not delay.” 

4So the young man, the servant of the 
prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead. 5And 
when he arrived, there were the captains 
of the army sitting; and he said, “I have a 
message for you, Commander.” 

Jehu said, “For which one of us?” 

And he said, “For you, Commander.” 
6Then he arose and went into the house. 
And he poured the oil on his head, and said 
to him, f“Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 
‘T have anointed you king over the people 
of the LORD, over Israel. 7You shall strike 
down the house of Ahab your master, that 
I may Savenge the blood of My servants 
the prophets, and the blood of all the ser- 
vants of the LORD, “at the hand of Jezebel. 
8For the whole house of Ahab shall perish; 
and ‘] will cut off from Ahab all ‘the males 
in Israel, both *bond and free. 9So I will 
make the house of Ahab like the house of 
'Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the 
house of ™Baasha the son of Ahijah. !0°>The 
dogs shall eat Jezebel on the plot of ground 
at Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury 
her.’” And he opened the door and fled. 

UThen Jehu came out to the servants of 
his master, and one said to him, “Is all well? 
Why did °this madman come to you?” 

And he said to them, “You know the man 
and his babble.” 

12And they said, “A lie! Tell us now.” 

So he said, “Thus and thus he spoke to 
me, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I have 
anointed you king over Israel.”’” 

183Then each man hastened to take his 
garment and put it under him on the top of 
the steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, 
“Jehu is king!” 


Joram of Israel Killed 

14So0 Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son 
of Nimshi, conspired against 7Joram. (Now 
Joram had been defending Ramoth Gilead, 
he and all Israel, against Hazael king of 


Syria. /But "King Joram had returned to 
Jezreel to recover from the wounds which 
the Syrians had inflicted on him when he 
fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And 
Jehu said, “If you are so minded, let no one 
leave or escape from the city to go and tell 
it in Jezreel.” 16So Jehu rode in a chariot 
and went to Jezreel, for Joram was laid 
up there; sand Ahaziah king of Judah had 
come down to see Joram. 

17Now a watchman stood on the tower in 
Jezreel, and he saw the company of Jehu 
as he came, and said, “I see a company of 
men.” 

And Joram said, “Get a horseman and 
send him to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is 
it peace?’” 

18So0 the horseman went to meet him, 
and said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it peace?’” 

And Jehu said, “What have you to do 
with peace? Turn around and follow me.” 

So the watchman reported, saying, “The 
messenger went to them, but is not coming 
back.” 

19Then he sent out a second horseman 
who came to them, and said, “Thus says the 
king: ‘Is it peace?’” 

And Jehu answered, “What have you 
to do with peace? Turn around and follow 
me.” 

20So the watchman reported, saying, 
“He went up to them and is not coming 
back; and the driving is like the driving of 
Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives fu- 
riously!” 

21Then Joram said, “Make ready.” And 
his chariot was made ready. Then tJoram 
king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah 
went out, each in his chariot; and they went 
out to meet Jehu, and met him “on the prop- 
erty of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22Now it hap- 
pened, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, 
“Is it peace, Jehu?” 

So he answered, “What peace, as long as 
the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and 
her witchcraft are so many?” 

23Then Joram turned around and fled, 
and said to Ahaziah, “Treachery, Ahazi- 
ah!” 24Now Jehu drew his bow with full 
strength and shot Jehoram between his 
arms; and the arrow came out at his heart, 


9:6 poured the oil. The last part of the Lord's three- 
fold command to Elijah had been carried out (1 Kin. 
19:15-21; 2 Kin. 8:7-13). In the Old Testament, anoint- 
ing was customarily reserved for a king (2 Sam. 2:4) or 
the high priest (Ex. 40:13). 

9:13 garment. This action was a mark of homage fit 
for a king (Matt. 21:8). This scene is reminiscent of the 
anointing of King Solomon (1 Kin. 1:34). 

9:21 the property of Naboth. Ahab’s dynasty ended 
on the very stolen property that occasioned the 
divine sentence of judgment (1 Kin. 21:17—24). Ahab's 
unlawful seizure of the land of Naboth was regarded 
as one of his most heinous crimes. 

9:22 harlotries of... Jezebel. Jezebel's spiritual 
adultery had brought vile demonic practices into 


the kingdom and sealed its doom (1 Kin. 21:25-26). 
As God had said, such activities would surely 
bring about the nation’s demise (Deut. 28:25-26). 
Jehu justified his actions as a judgment on Jezebel’s 
sins. 

9:23 Treachery. |n reality, Joram and Ahaziah were 
the true traitors, the ones who had led the people in 
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and he sank down in his chariot. 25Then 
Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick him 
up, and throw him into the tract of the field 
of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember, 
when you and I were riding together be- 
hind Ahab his father, that vthe LORD laid 
this burden upon him: 26‘Surely I saw 
yesterday the blood of Naboth and the 
blood of his sons,’ says the LORD, ‘and I 
will repay you in this plot,’ says the LORD. 
Now therefore, take and throw him on the 
plot of ground, according to the word of the 
LORD.” 


Ahaziah of Judah Killed 

27But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw 
this, he fled by the road to Beth Haggan.* 
So Jehu pursued him, and said, “Shoot him 
also in the chariot.” And they shot him at 
the Ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then 
he fled to YMegiddo, and died there. 28And 
his servants carried him in the chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb 
with his fathers in the City of David. 29In 
the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, 
Ahaziah had become king over Judah. 


Jezebel’s Violent Death 

30Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, 
Jezebel heard of it; Zand she put paint on 
her eyes and adorned her head, and looked 
through a window. 3!Then, as Jehu entered 
at the gate, she said, “Is it peace, Zimri, 
murderer of your master?” 

32And he looked up at the window, and 
said, “Who is on my side? Who?” So two or 
three eunuchs looked out at him. 33Then he 
said, “Throw her down.” So they threw her 
down, and some of her blood spattered on 
the wall and on the horses; and he tram- 
pled her underfoot. 34And when he had 
gone in, he ate and drank. Then he said, 
“Go now, see to this accursed woman, and 
bury her, for she was a king’s daughter.” 
35So they went to bury her, but they found 
no more of her than the skull and the feet 
and the palms of her hands. 36Therefore 
they came back and told him. And he said, 
“This is the word of the LORD, which He 
spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, “On the plot of ground at Jezreel 
dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;* 37and 
the corpse of Jezebel shall be ¢as refuse on 
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the surface of the field, in the plot at Jez- 
reel, so that they shall not say, “Here lies 
Jezebel.”’” 


Ahab’‘s Seventy Sons Killed 

1 Now Ahab had seventy sons in Sa- 
maria. And Jehu wrote and sent let- 

ters to Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel,* to 

the elders, and to those who reared Ahab’s 

sons, saying: 


2 Now as soon as this letter comes to 
you, since your master’s sons are with 
you, and you have chariots and horses, 
a fortified city also, and weapons, 
3choose the best qualified of your 
master’s sons, set him on his father’s 
throne, and fight for your master’s 
house. 


4But they were exceedingly afraid, and 
said, “Look, «two kings could not stand up 
to him; how then can we stand?” 5And he 
who was in charge of the house, and he 
who was in charge of the city, the elders 
also, and those who reared the sons, sent 
to Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, we 
will do all you tell us; but we will not make 
anyone king. Do what is good in your 
sight.” 6Then he wrote a second letter to 
them, saying: 


If you are for me and will obey my 
voice, take the heads of the men, your 
master’s sons, and come to me at Jez- 
reel by this time tomorrow. 


Now the king’s sons, seventy persons, 
were with the great men of the city, who 
were rearing them. 7So it was, when the let- 
ter came to them, that they took the king’s 
sons and ’slaughtered seventy persons, put 
their heads in baskets and sent them to him 
at Jezreel. 

8Then a messenger came and told him, 
saying, “They have brought the heads of 
the king’s sons.” 

And he said, “Lay them in two heaps at 
the entrance of the gate until morning.” 

9So it was, in the morning, that he went 
out and stood, and said to all the people, 


*9:27 Literally The Garden House *9:36 1 Kings 
21:23 *10:1 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, 
and Targum; Septuagint reads Samaria; Vulgate 
reads city. 


rebellion against God and sealed their own doom by 
their disobedience. 

10:1 seventy sons. Ahab’s “seventy sons” probably 
included the children of his concubines, as well as 
grandchildren. 

10:9 Righteousness—Jehu declared Ahab’s “great 
men” (v. 6) innocent of the death of Ahab’s seventy 
sons. The Hebrew word translates literally as “just” or 
“righteous.” They were righteous in the same sense 
that Jehu himself was (v. 30), in that God had ordered 
the death of Ahab’s family and they were actually car- 
tying out God's orders. However, this did not mean 
that these men could be considered righteous in any 


other sense. They had already thrown in their lot with 
Ahab and his wicked ways, they were his “great men,” 
and as such, they had to meet the same fate as the 
rest of his family (v. 11). They had almost accidentally 
been obedient to God’s will, but their hearts were still 
for the enemy. 


9:25" 1 Kin. 21:19, 24-29 “Is. 13:1 9:26*1 Kin. 
21:13,19 9:27Y2 Chr. 22:7,9 9:307Ezek. 23:40 
9:3191Kin. 16:9-20 9:341Kin. 16:31 9:36°1 Kin. 
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“You are righteous. Indeed ¢I conspired 
against my master and killed him; but who 
killed all these? !9Know now that nothing 
shall @fall to the earth of the word of the 
LORD which the LORD spoke concerning 
the house of Ahab; for the LORD has done 
what He spoke @by His servant Elijah.” 
So Jehu killed all who remained of the 
house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great 
men and his close acquaintances and his 
priests, until he left him none remaining. 


Ahaziah’s Forty-two Brothers Killed 

12And he arose and departed and went to 
Samaria. On the way, at Beth Eked* of the 
Shepherds, !8/Jehu met with the brothers 
of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, “Who 
are you?” 

So they answered, “We are the brothers 
of Ahaziah; we have come down to greet 
the sons of the king and the sons of the 
queen mother.” 

M4And he said, “Take them alive!” So 
they took them alive, and #killed them at 
the well of Beth Eked, forty-two men; and 
he left none of them. 


The Rest of Ahab’s Family Killed 

15Now when he departed from there, he 
met "Jehonadab the son of ‘Rechab, com- 
ing to meet him; and he greeted him and 
said to him, “Is your heart right, as my 
heart is toward your heart?” 

And Jehonadab answered, “It is.” 

Jehu said, “If it is, igive me your hand.” 
So he gave him his hand, and he took him 
up to him into the chariot. !6Then he said, 
“Come with me, and see my &zeal for the 
LORD.” So they had him ride in his chariot. 
17And when he came to Samaria, ‘he killed 
all who remained to Ahab in Samaria, till 
he had destroyed them, according to the 
word of the LORD “which He spoke to Eli- 
jah. 


Worshipers of Baal Killed 

18Then Jehu gathered all the people to- 
gether, and said to them, “Ahab served 
Baal a little, Jehu will serve him much. 


19Now therefore, call to me all the °prophets 
of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests. 
Let no one be missing, for I have a great 
sacrifice for Baal. Whoever is missing shall 
not live.” But Jehu acted deceptively, with 
the intent of destroying the worshipers of 
Baal. 20And Jehu said, “Proclaim a solemn 
assembly for Baal.” So they proclaimed it. 
21Then Jehu sent throughout all Israel; and 
all the worshipers of Baal came, so that 
there was not a man left who did not come. 
So they came into the temple* of Baal, and 
the temple of Baal was full from one end to 
the other. 22And he said to the one in charge 
of the wardrobe, “Bring out vestments for 
all the worshipers of Baal.” So he brought 
out vestments for them. 23Then Jehu and 
Jehonadab the son of Rechab went into the 
temple of Baal, and said to the worshipers 
of Baal, “Search and see that no servants 
of the LORD are here with you, but only the 
worshipers of Baal.” 24So they went in to 
offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now 
Jehu had appointed for himself eighty men 
on the outside, and had said, “If any of the 
men whom I have brought into your hands 
escapes, whoever lets him escape, it shall 
be this life for the life of the other.” 

25Now it happened, as soon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering, 
that Jehu said to the guard and to the cap- 
tains, “Go in and kill them; let no one come 
out!” And they killed them with the edge 
of the sword; then the guards and the offi- 
cers threw them out, and went into the in- 
ner room of the temple of Baal. 26And they 
brought the "sacred pillars out of the tem- 
ple of Baal and burned them. 27Then they 
broke down the sacred pillar of Baal, and 
tore down the temple of Baal and smade it 
a refuse dump to this day. 28Thus Jehu de- 
stroyed Baal from Israel. 

29However Jehu did not turn away from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who had made Israel sin, that is, from ‘the 
golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan. 


*10:12 Or The Shearing House * 10:21 Literally 
house, and so elsewhere in this chapter 


10:10 the Lord has done what He spoke. Evaluat- 
ing Jehu is difficult. His praise for the ministry of the 
prophets of God and his stated respect for the word 
of God commend him to us, but later he did not 
exhibit faithfulness to the Lord (10:31). 

10:15 Jehonadab. The name Jehonadab means “the 
LorD is noble.” He was an ascetic, nomadic Rechabite. 
These people were known for their faithfulness to 
God and to the austere regulations laid down by 
Jehonadab (Jer. 35:1—16). 

10:21 temple of Baal. This was the temple con- 
structed by Ahab (1 Kin. 16:32). 

10:21-24 Worship—At times Israel imported pagan 
ideas and practices into their worship and attempted 
to mix them with the worship of the Lord. The extrem- 
ity of this apostasy was reached when Ahab erected 
an altar for Baal, the fertility god of the Canaanites, 


in a temple built for Baal in Samaria (1 Kin. 16:32). 
The participants in Baal worship engaged not only in 
immoral sexual orgies but in the detestable practice 
of child sacrifice (Num. 25:1-8; Jer. 19:5). God could 
not tolerate such behavior and Jehu’s purge was the 
punishment that He had promised for disobedience. 
10:29 the golden calves. Jehu’'s destruction of Baal 
worship was a political act. His continuing of the state 
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30A nd the LORD “said to Jehu, “Because you 
have done well in doing what is right in My 
sight, and have done to the house of Ahab 
all that was in My heart, vyour sons shall 
sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth gen- 
eration.” 31But Jehu took no heed to walk in 
the law of the LORD God of Israel with all 
his heart; for he did not depart from “the 
sins of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin. 


Death of Jehu 

32In those days the LORD began to cut 
off parts of Israel; and *Hazael conquered 
them in all the territory of Israel 33from the 
Jordan eastward: all the land of Gilead— 
Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh—from YAro- 
er, which is by the River Arnon, including 
z2Gilead and Bashan. 

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, all 
that he did, and all his might, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 35So Jehu rested with his 
fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. 
Then «Jehoahaz his son reigned in his 
place. 36And the period that Jehu reigned 
over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight 
years. 


Athaliah Reigns in Judah 
1 When ¢Athaliah >the mother of Aha- 
ziah saw that her son was ¢dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal heirs. 
2But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jo- 
ram, sister of 4Ahaziah, took Joash the 
son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from 
among the king’s sons who were being 
murdered; and they hid him and his nurse 
in the bedroom, from Athaliah, so that he 
was not killed. 3So he was hidden with 
her in the house of the LORD for six years, 
while Athaliah reigned over the land. 


Joash Crowned King of Judah 

4In ethe seventh year Jehoiada sent 
and brought the captains of hundreds— 
of the bodyguards and the escorts—and 
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brought them into the house of the LORD 
to him. And he made a covenant with them 
and took an oath from them in the house 
of the LORD, and showed them the king’s 
son. 5Then he commanded them, saying, 
“This is what you shall do: One-third of you 
who come on duty fon the Sabbath shall be 
keeping watch over the king’s house, Sone- 
third shall be at the gate of Sur, and one- 
third at the gate behind the escorts. You 
shall keep the watch of the house, lest it 
be broken down. 7The two contingents of 
you who go off duty on the Sabbath shall 
keep the watch of the house of the LORD for 
the king. 8But you shall surround the king 
on all sides, every man with his weapons 
in his hand; and whoever comes within 
range, let him be put to death. You are to 
be with the king as he goes out and as he 
comes in.” 

9sSo the captains of the hundreds did 
according to all that Jehoiada the priest 
commanded. Each of them took his men 
who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, 
with those who were going off duty on 
the Sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the 
priest. !0And the priest gave the captains 
of hundreds the spears and shields which 
had belonged to King David, "that were in 
the temple of the LORD. Then the escorts 
stood, every man with his weapons in his 
hand, all around the king, from the right 
side of the temple to the left side of the tem- 
ple, by the altar and the house. !2And he 
brought out the king’s son, put the crown 
on him, and gave him the 'Testimony;* they 
made him king and anointed him, and they 
clapped their hands and said, i“Long live 
the king!” 


Death of Athaliah 

13kNow when Athaliah heard the noise 
of the escorts and the people, she came 
to the people in the temple of the LORD. 


* 11:12 That is, the Law (compare Exodus 25:16, 21 
and Deuteronomy 31:9) 


worship policies established by Jeroboam clearly 
shows his disregard for true spiritual revival in Israel. 
10:32 the Lorp began to cut off parts of Israel. The 
attacks of Hazael were part of God’s judgment on Is- 
rael. 

11:1 Athaliah. This name means “the LorD is 
exalted.” Sadly, she did not live up to her name, and 
instead exalted herself. 

11:2 Jehosheba. Josephus says that Jehosheba was 
Ahaziah’s half sister. As the wife of the high priest 
Jehoiada, her marriage and her relation to the royal 
house made it possible for her to rescue and hide her 
nephew Joash. 

11:3 hidden... in the house of the Lorb. Joash was 
to inherit the promises of the Davidic covenant. His 
righteous reign may be attributed in part to his early 
years spent in the house of the Lord and to the godly 
instruction and protection of his aunt Jehosheba and 
her husband. 

11:9 did according to all... the priest commanded. 


The remarkably willing obedience of the royal guard 
would seem to indicate that even her own followers 
were disgusted by Athaliah’s wickedness. 

11:12 gave him the Testimony. Deuteronomy pre- 
scribed the duties of the king with regard to the pres- 
ervation of God's law (Deut. 17:18). By putting a copy 
of the Law in Joash’s hand and the crown on his head, 
Jehoiada presented him as the rightful heir to the 
throne. The term “Testimony” recalls the covenant, 
emphasizing that Joash’s coronation was given both 
its scriptural warrant and its rightful connection to 
the Davidic covenant. 
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144When she looked, there was the king 
standing by 'a pillar according to custom; 
and the leaders and the trumpeters were 
by the king. All the people of the land were 
rejoicing and blowing trumpets. So Atha- 
liah tore her clothes and cried out, “Trea- 
son! Treason!” 

And Jehoiada the priest commanded 
the captains of the hundreds, the officers of 
the army, and said to them, “Take her out- 
side under guard, and slay with the sword 
whoever follows her.” For the priest had 
said, “Do not let her be killed in the house 
of the LORD.” !6So they seized her; and she 
went by way of the horses’ entrance into 
the king’s house, and there she was killed. 

lmThen Jehoiada "made a covenant 
between the LORD, the king, and the peo- 
ple, that they should be the LORD’s people, 
and also “between the king and the peo- 
ple. 18And all the people of the land went 
to the temple of Baal, and tore it down. 
They thoroughly ¢broke in pieces its altars 
and images, and rkilled Mattan the priest 
of Baal before the altars. And sthe priest 
appointed officers over the house of the 
LORD. !8Then he took the captains of hun- 
dreds, the bodyguards, the escorts, and all 
the people of the land; and they brought the 
king down from the house of the LORD, and 
went by way of the gate of the escorts to the 
king’s house. Then he sat on the throne of 
the kings. 29So all the people of the land 
rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they 
had slain Athaliah with the sword in the 
king’s house. 2!Jehoash was tseven years 
old when he became king. 


Jehoash Repairs the Temple 
1 2 In the seventh year of Jehu, “Jehoash* 
became king, and he reigned forty 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2Jehoash did 
what was right in the sight of the LORD 
all the days in which >Jehoiada the priest 
instructed him. 3But cthe high places were 
not taken away; the people still sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high places. 
4And Jehoash said to the priests, ¢“All 
the money of the dedicated gifts that are 
brought into the house of the LoRD— 
each man’s ¢census money, each man’s 


fassessment money*—and all the money 
that a man “purposes in his heart to bring 
into the house of the LORD, ‘let the priests 
take it themselves, each from his constitu- 
ency; and let them repair the damages of 
the temple, wherever any dilapidation is 
found.” 

6Now it was so, by the twenty-third year 
of King Jehoash, "that the priests had not 
repaired the damages of the temple. 7‘So 
King Jehoash called Jehoiada the priest 
and the other priests, and said to them, 
“Why have you not repaired the damages 
of the temple? Now therefore, do not take 
more money from your constituency, but 
deliver it for repairing the damages of the 
temple.” 8And the priests agreed that they 
would neither receive more money from 
the people, nor repair the damages of the 
temple. 

§9Then Jehoiada the priest took ja chest, 
bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the 
altar, on the right side as one comes into 
the house of the LORD; and the priests who 
kept the door put there all the money 
brought into the house of the LORD. 19So 
it was, whenever they saw that there was 
much money in the chest, that the king’s 
Iscribe and the high priest came up and 
put it in bags, and counted the money that 
was found in the house of the LORD. !!Then 
they gave the money, which had been ap- 
portioned, into the hands of those who 
did the work, who had the oversight of the 
house of the LORD; and they paid it out to 
the carpenters and builders who worked on 
the house of the LORD, !2and to masons and 
stonecutters, and for buying timber and 
hewn stone, to "repair the damage of the 
house of the LorD, and for all that was paid 
out to repair the temple. However "there 
were not made for the house of the LORD 
basins of silver, trimmers, sprinkling- 
bowls, trumpets, any articles of gold or 
articles of silver, from the money brought 
into the house of the LORD. !4But they gave 
that to the workmen, and they repaired the 
house of the LorD with it. 5 Moreover °they 
did not require an account from the men 


*12:1 Spelled Joash in 11:2ff 
Leviticus 27:2ff 


* 12:4 Compare 


11:17 covenant. Covenant renewal was particularly 
necessary after the usurpation by the wicked Atha- 
liah. 

11:20 rejoiced... quiet. The joy of the people and 
the peacefulness of the land were marks of God's 
blessing to the restored Davidic dynasty. 

11:21 Jehoash. This variant spelling is used inter- 
changeably with Joash. 

12:2 all the days in which Jehoiada the priest 
instructed him. Sadly, after Jehoiada’s death Joash’s 
reign took a different turn; nonetheless, he was one 
of the few kings of Judah who showed some signs of 
righteousness. 

12:3 high places. Although the high places seem to 


have been used at times for the worship of the true 
God, they were also strongly associated with Canaan- 
ite religious rites (1 Kin. 3:2—4; 14:23). Apostasy would 
become a besetting sin later in Joash’s reign (2 Chr. 
24:17-19,24). 
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into whose hand they delivered the mon- 
ey to be paid to workmen, for they dealt 
faithfully. 16°The money from the trespass 
offerings and the money from the sin offer- 
ings was not brought into the house of the 
LORD. «It belonged to the priests. 


Hazael Threatens Jerusalem 
l7rHazael king of Syria went up and 
fought against Gath, and took it; then 
sHazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem. 
18And Jehoash king of Judah ‘took all the 
sacred things that his fathers, Jehoshaphat 
and Jehoram and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, 
had dedicated, and his own sacred things, 
and all the gold found in the treasuries of 
the house of the LORD and in the king’s 
house, and sent them to Hazael king of 
Syria. Then he went away from Jerusalem. 


Death of Joash 

19Now the rest of the acts of Joash,* and 
all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah? 

20And “his servants arose and formed a 
conspiracy, and killed Joash in the house 
of the Millo,* which goes down to Silla. 
21For Jozachar* the son of Shimeath and 
Jehozabad the son of Shomer,* his ser- 
vants, struck him. So he died, and they 
buried him with his fathers in the City of 
David. Then vAmaziah his son reigned in 
his place. 


Jehoahaz Reigns in Israel 
13 In the twenty-third year of ¢Joash* 
the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, 
bJehoahaz the son of Jehu became king 
over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seven- 
teen years. 2And he did evil in the sight of 
the LORD, and followed the ‘sins of Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, who had made Is- 
rael sin. He did not depart from them. 
3Then ¢the anger of the LORD was 
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aroused against Israel, and He delivered 
them into the hand of ¢Hazael king of Syr- 
ia, and into the hand of ‘Ben-Hadad the 
son of Hazael, all their days. 4So Jehoahaz 
£pleaded with the LORD, and the LORD lis- 
tened to him; for "He saw the oppression of 
Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed 
them. 5'Then the LORD gave Israel a deliv- 
erer, so that they escaped from under the 
hand of the Syrians; and the children of 
Israel dwelt in their tents as before. Nev- 
ertheless they did not depart from the sins 
of the house of Jeroboam, who had made 
Israel sin, but walked in them; jand the 
wooden image* also remained in Samaria. 
7For He left of the army of Jehoahaz only 
fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and ten thou- 
sand foot soldiers; for the king of Syria had 
destroyed them kand made them ‘like the 
dust at threshing. 

8Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, 
all that he did, and his might, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 9So Jehoahaz rested with 
his fathers, and they buried him in Sa- 
maria. Then Joash his son reigned in his 
place. 


Jehoash Reigns in Israel 

10In the thirty-seventh year of Joash 
king of Judah, Jehoash* the son of Jeho- 
ahaz became king over Israel in Samaria, 
and reigned sixteen years. 11And he did 
evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not de- 
part from all the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who made Israel sin, but walked 
in them. 

12mNow the rest of the acts of Joash, "all 
that he did, and chis might with which he 


* 12:19 Spelled Jehoash in 12:1ff *12:20 Literally 
The Landfill * 12:21 Called Zabad in 2 Chron- 
icles 24:26 ¢ Called Shimrith in 2 Chronicles 24:26 
* 13:1 Spelled Jehoashin 12:1 *13:6 Hebrew 
Asherah, a Canaanite goddess * 13:10 Spelled 
Joash in verse 9 


12:17 Hazael king of Syria. The Aramean invasion 
recorded here took place late in Joash’s reign. The 
king fell into apostasy and this invasion came as a 
judgment of his wickedness. 

12:20 killed Joash. Joash had been severely 
wounded in Hazael’s invasion (2 Chr. 24:24-—25), and 
then fell victim to dissent and unpopularity that cul- 
minated in his assassination. Because of Joash’s apos- 
tasy and murder of Zechariah, Jehoiada’s son (2 Chr. 
24:17-22), the king was not laid to rest in the royal 
tombs (2 Chr. 24:25). 

13:2 evil... the sins of Jeroboam. After the end of 
the house of Omri in Jehu’s purge, the kings of Israel 
reverted to the level of syncretism that had been 
established by Jeroboam |, indulging in a skewed 
religion in which worship of the Lord was mixed with 
idolatry. 

13:4 pleaded with the Lorp. Although Jehoahaz 
did not follow the Lord exclusively, God graciously 
heard his genuine plea for help. In His longsuffering 
mercy, God often deals patiently with people and 


blesses them in spite of their failures (1 Kin. 21:25-29; 
2 Pet. 3:9). 

13:6 Unbelief—No one is bound to continue follow- 
ing a path of sin. We always have the option of turn- 
ing to God. However, the tendency to maintain things 
as they are and have been, to resist change no matter 
how urgently needed or how right it may be, or how 
much good it promises, is powerful. We cling to the 
known, the familiar, no matter how unsatisfying and 
ineffective it may be or how unhappy it may make us. 
Changing direction is not easy or painless, but the 
good news is that it really can be done. God is loving 
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fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are 
they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? 183So Joash Prest- 
ed with his fathers. Then Jeroboam sat on 
his throne. And Joash was buried in Sa- 
maria with the kings of Israel. 


Death of Elisha 

MElisha had become sick with the ill- 
ness of which he would die. Then Joash 
the king of Israel came down to him, and 
wept over his face, and said, “O my father, 
my father, ‘the chariots of Israel and their 
horsemen!” 

15And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow 
and some arrows.” So he took himself a 
bow and some arrows. !6Then he said to 
the king of Israel, “Put your hand on the 
bow.” So he put his hand on it, and Elisha 
put his hands on the king’s hands. !7And 
he said, “Open the east window”; and he 
opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot”; and 
he shot. And he said, “The arrow of the 
LORD’s deliverance and the arrow of deliv- 
erance from Syria; for you must strike the 
Syrians at "Aphek till you have destroyed 
them.” 18Then he said, “Take the arrows”; 
so he took them. And he said to the king 
of Israel, “Strike the ground”; so he struck 
three times, and stopped. !9And the man of 
God was angry with him, and said, “You 
should have struck five or six times; then 
you would have struck Syria till you had 
destroyed it! sBut now you will strike Syria 
only three times.” 

20Then Elisha died, and they buried him. 
And the traiding bands from Moab invad- 
ed the land in the spring of the year. 21So 
it was, as they were burying a man, that 
suddenly they spied a band of raiders; and 
they put the man in the tomb of Elisha; and 
when the man was let down and touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood 
on his feet. 


Israel Recaptures Cities from Syria 
22And uHazael king of Syria oppressed 
Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 28But the 


LORD was vgracious to them, had com- 
passion on them, and “regarded them, 
xbecause of His covenant with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and would not yet destroy 
them or cast them from His presence. 

24Now Hazael king of Syria died. Then 
Ben-Hadad his son reigned in his place. 
25 And Jehoash* the son of Jehoahaz recap- 
tured from the hand of Ben-Hadad, the son 
of Hazael, the cities which he had taken 
out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by 
war. YThree times Joash defeated him and 
recaptured the cities of Israel. 


Amaziah Reigns in Judah 
1 In ¢the second year of Joash the son 
of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, »Amazi- 

ah the son of Joash, king of Judah, became 
king. 2He was twenty-five years old when 
he became king, and he reigned twenty- 
nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. And 
he did what was right in the sight of the 
LORD, yet not like his father David; he did 
everything cas his father Joash had done. 
4dHowever the high places were not taken 
away, and the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. 

5Now it happened, as soon as the king- 
dom was established in his hand, that he 
executed his servants ewho had murdered 
his father the king. 6But the children of the 
murderers he did not execute, according 
to what is written in the Book of the Law 
of Moses, in which the LORD commanded, 
saying, /“Fathers shall not be put to death 
for their children, nor shall children be put 
to death for their fathers; but a person shall 
be put to death for his own sin.”* 

7sHe killed ten thousand Edomites in 
nthe Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, 
iand called its name Joktheel to this day. 

8iThen Amaziah sent messengers to Je- 
hoash* the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, 
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us face one 


* 13:25 Spelled Joash in verses 12-14, 25 
* 14:6 Deuteronomy 24:16 *14:8 Spelled Joashin 
13:12ff and 2 Chronicles 25:17ff 


and forgiving, and when we repent of sin, He gives us 
the power to overcome it. 

13:14 O my father. The grief of Jehoash at the 
impending death of Elisha shows that, like his father 
Jehoahaz, this Israelite king possessed some genuine 
spirituality. The line of Jehu had its good moments 
and received some reward from the Lord (10:30). 
However, none of this line or any other of the kings of 
Israel served God with all their hearts. 

13:18 he struck three times, and stopped. Jehoash’s 
half-hearted compliance with Elisha’s instructions 
exposed his weak faith and illustrated God’s unfavor- 
able evaluation of his character (v. 11). 

13:21 he revived. There was no magic in Elisha’s 
bones; this was a demonstration of the power of God 
associated with His servant. 

13:23 had compassion on them. This glimpse of the 
wonderful mercy of the living God is like a drink of 


fresh water in the midst of the sad tale of the north- 
ern kingdom. 

14:1 Amaziah. The name Amaziah means “the Lorp 
is mighty.” He was one of the few godly kings in the 
kingdom of Judah. 

14:4 high places. Like his father Joash before him 
12:3), Amaziah allowed worship at the high places to 
continue. This practice blossomed into open idolatry 
in the reigns of subsequent kings (16:4; 21:3). 
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another in battle.” 9And Jehoash king of Is- 
rael sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, 
k“The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to 
the 'cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, 
‘Give your daughter to my son as wife’; and 
a wild beast that was in Lebanon passed by 
and trampled the thistle. !9You have indeed 
defeated Edom, and your heart has lifted 
you up. Glory in that, and stay at home; for 
why should you meddle with trouble so that 
you fall—you and Judah with you?” 

UBut Amaziah would not heed. There- 
fore Jehoash king of Israel went out; so he 
and Amaziah king of Judah faced one an- 
other at "Beth Shemesh, which belongs to 
Judah. !12And Judah was defeated by Israel, 
and every man fled to his tent. 183 Then Jeho- 
ash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of 
Judah, the son of Jehoash, the son of Ahazi- 
ah, at Beth Shemesh; and he went to Jerusa- 
lem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem 
from °the Gate of Ephraim to pthe Corner 
Gate—four hundred cubits. 4And he took 
all athe gold and silver, all the articles 
that were found in the house of the LORD 
and in the treasuries of the king’s house, 
and hostages, and returned to Samaria. 

15rNow the rest of the acts of Jehoash 
which he did—his might, and how he 
fought with Amaziah king of Judah—are 
they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel? 16So Jehoash 
rested with his fathers, and was buried in 
Samaria with the kings of Israel. Then Jer- 
oboam his son reigned in his place. 

17s Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Ju- 
dah, lived fifteen years after the death of 
Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 
18Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are 
they not written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Judah? 1%And tthey 
formed a conspiracy against him in Jeru- 
salem, and he fled to “Lachish; but they 
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sent after him to Lachish and killed him 
there. 2°Then they brought him on horses, 
and he was buried at Jerusalem with his 
fathers in the City of David. 

21And all the people of Judah took vAza- 
riah,* who was sixteen years old, and made 
him king instead of his father Amaziah. 
22He built WElath and restored it to Judah, 
after the king rested with his fathers. 


Jeroboam Il Reigns in Israel 

23In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the 
son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the 
son of Joash, king of Israel, became king 
in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. 
24And he did evil in the sight of the LORD; 
he did not depart from all the xsins of Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat, who had made 
Israel sin. 25He Yrestored the territory of Is- 
rael from the entrance of Hamath to “the 
Sea of the Arabah, according to the word 
of the LORD God of Israel, which He had 
spoken through His servant >Jonah the 
son of Amittai, the prophet who was from 
cGath Hepher. 26For the LORD ¢saw that 
the affliction of Israel was very bitter; and 
whether bond or free, °there was no helper 
for Israel. 27fAnd the LoRD did not say that 
He would blot out the name of Israel from 
under heaven; but He saved them by the 
hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. 

28Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, 
and all that he did—his might, how he 
made war, and how he recaptured for Is- 
rael, from Damascus and Hamath, "what 
had belonged to Judah—are they not writ- 
ten in the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 29So Jeroboam rested with 
his fathers, the kings of Israel. Then ‘Zech- 
ariah his son reigned in his place. 


* 14:21 Called Uzziah in 2 Chronicles 26:1ff, Isaiah 
6:1, and elsewhere 


14:9-10 Pride—Amaziah's conquest of the formida- 
ble city of Sela atop the seemingly unapproachable 
cliffs of the Wadi Musa was amonumental accomplish- 
ment. Rather than recognize God's hand in this feat, 
Amaziah became proud and fell into spiritual compro- 
mise (2 Chr. 25:5-16). A little success can sometimes 
be a dangerous thing. Failure to acknowledge God's 
power leads to personal pride, and such pride leads 
inevitably to downfall. God will not share His glory. 
14:11 Beth Shemesh. The name of the city means 
“house of the sun,” indicating that there had once 
been a temple to the sun god there in Canaanite 
times. Beth Shemesh was in the Valley of Sorek, about 
15 miles west of Jerusalem. This was the town where 
the holy ark was taken after its “wanderings” among 
the Philistines. 

14:17 fifteen years. The notice of fifteen years of life 
for Amaziah suggests he was released after the death 
of Jehoash for an additional period (782-767 8.c.). If 
so, he reigned alongside his son Azariah (or Uzziah), 
whose 52-year reign began in 792 B.c. (15:2). 

14:23 forty-one years. Jeroboam Il had a very long 
reign. His 41 years included 10 years as coregent with 
his father Jehoash (792-782 B.c.). 


14:25 Jonah. Once again a prophet of God gave 
direction to a king. The reference to Jonah here pro- 
vides the historical setting for the famous prophet 
(Jon. 1:1) 

14:28 his might. The Scriptures emphasize Jero- 
boam's military prowess. Yet Jeroboam’s might may 
have also been economic. The well-known Samaritan 
Ostraca, which may date from this period, record the 
delivery to Samaria of fine oil and barley produced on 
the royal estates. 

14:29 Zechariah. The brief reign of Zechariah is 
noted in 15:8-12. He was the fourth in the line of 
Jehu to reign in Israel, in fulfillment of God's gracious 
promise to Jehu (10:30). 
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Azariah Reigns in Judah 
1 5 In the twenty-seventh year of Jero- 
boam king of Israel, “Azariah the son 

of Amaziah, king of Judah, »became king. 
2He was sixteen years old when he became 
king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Je- 
rusalem. His mother’s name was Jecholiah 
of Jerusalem. 3And he did what was right 
in the sight of the LORD, according to all 
that his father Amaziah had done, 4¢except 
that the high places were not removed; the 
people still sacrificed and burned incense 
on the high places. 5Then the LORD 4struck 
the king, so that he was a leper until the 
day of his ¢death; so he fdwelt in an isolat- 
ed house. And Jotham the king’s son was 
over the royal house, judging the people of 
the land. 

6Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah? 7So Azariah rested with his fathers, 
and sthey buried him with his fathers in 
the City of David. Then Jotham his son 
reigned in his place. 


Zechariah Reigns in Israel 

8In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah 
king of Judah, "Zechariah the son of Jer- 
oboam reigned over Israel in Samaria six 
months. 9And he did evil in the sight of the 
LORD, ‘as his fathers had done; he did not 
depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. “Then 
Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired 
against him, and istruck and killed him in 
front of the people; and he reigned in his 
place. 

Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, 
indeed they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

122This was the word of the LORD which 
He spoke to Jehu, saying, *“Your sons shall 
sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth gen- 
eration.”* And so it was. 


Shallum Reigns in Israel 

13Shallum the son of Jabesh became 
king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah* 
king of Judah; and he reigned a full month 
in Samaria. !4For Menahem the son of Gadi 
went up from 'Tirzah, came to Samaria, 
and struck Shallum the son of Jabesh in 
Samaria and killed him; and he reigned in 
his place. 

15Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, 
and the conspiracy which he led, indeed 
they are written in the book of the chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel. !6Then from Tir- 
zah, Menahem attacked Tiphsah, all who 
were there, and its territory. Because they 
did not surrender, therefore he attacked it. 
All "the women there who were with child 
he ripped open. 


Menahem Reigns in Israel 

17Jn the thirty-ninth year of Azariah 
king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi 
became king over Israel, and reigned ten 
years in Samaria. !8And he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD; he did not depart all his 
days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who had made Israel sin. !9°Pul* 
king of Assyria came against the land; 
and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents 
of silver, that his hand might be with him 
to pstrengthen the kingdom under his con- 
trol. 20And Menahem ¢exacted the money 
from Israel, from all the very wealthy, from 
each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to 
the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria 
turned back, and did not stay there in the 
land. 

21Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, 
and all that he did, are they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Israel? 22S0 Menahem rested with his 


* 15:12 2 Kings 10:30 * 15:13 Called Azariahin 
14:21ff and 15:lff * 15:19 That is, Tiglath-Pileser 
III (compare verse 29) 


15:1 Azariah. Also called Uzziah (2 Chr. 26:1), this 
king is credited with 52 years of reign. This figure 
includes 10 years during which his father Amaziah 
was held captive (792-782 B.c.). The latter part of 
Azariah’s reign was tainted by his intrusion into the 
priestly office (2 Chr. 26:16-19), an act that resulted 
in his being stricken with leprosy (v. 5). This condition 
put his son Jotham on the throne to rule with him and 
handle public matters relative to the royal office. The 
nature of Jotham’s duties (v. 5), the assigning of a full 
52 years of reign to Azariah, and Isaiah's dating of his 
call to the year of Azariah’s (or Uzziah’s) death (Is. 6:1) 
may indicate that Azariah retained the power of the 
throne until the end. 

15:5 leper. The events that brought about this afflic- 
tion are described in 2 Chr. 26:16-21. 

15:12 fourth generation. Jehu had been promised 
a continuing posterity into the fourth generation 
as a reward for carrying out his divine commission 
(10:30), but after the death of Zechariah in 752 B.c., 
Israel plunged into a period of degeneracy, bloody 


conspiracies and international intrigue that would 
bring about its demise in 722 B.c. 

15:17 Menahem. This wicked king came into power 
by assassination and established his authority by bru- 
tal acts against humanity. Ironically, his name means 
“comforter.” 

15:19 Pul. Pul is a second Babylonian name for 
the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser III (745-727 B.c.; 
1 Chr. 5:26). Although he came to the throne as a 
usurper from the ranks of the military, he would 
prove a competent king. Under Tiglath-Pileser III 
and his successors, Assyria became the dominant 
power in the Middle East for well over a century 
(747-612 B.c.). 
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fathers. Then Pekahiah his son reigned in 
his place. 


Pekahiah Reigns in Israel 

23In the fiftieth year of Azariah king 
of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem 
became king over Israel in Samaria, and 
reigned two years. 24And he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD; he did not depart from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
had made Israel sin. 2>Then Pekah the son 
of Remaliah, an officer of his, conspired 
against him and killed him in Samaria, in 
the "citadel of the king’s house, along with 
Argob and Arieh; and with him were fifty 
men of Gilead. He killed him and reigned 
in his place. 

26Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, 
and all that he did, indeed they are written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Israel. 


Pekah Reigns in Israel 

27In the fifty-second year of Azariah 
king of Judah, sPekah the son of Remaliah 
became king over Israel in Samaria, and 
reigned twenty years. 28And he did evil 
in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart 
from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who had made Israel sin. 29In the days of 
Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king 
of Assyria ‘came and took “IJjon, Abel Beth 
Maachah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, 
and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he 
vearried them captive to Assyria. 39Then 
Hoshea the son of Elah led a conspiracy 
against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and 
struck and killed him; so he “reigned in 
his place in the twentieth year of Jotham 
the son of Uzziah. 

31Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and 
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all that he did, indeed they are written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Israel. 


Jotham Reigns in Judah 

32In the second year of Pekah the son of 
Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son 
of Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign. 
33He was twenty-five years old when he 
became king, and he reigned sixteen years 
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jeru- 
sha* the daughter of Zadok. 34And he did 
what was right in the sight of the LORD; he 
did Yaccording to all that his father Uzziah 
had done. 352However the high places were 
not removed; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. “He built 
the Upper Gate of the house of the LORD. 

36Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah? 37In those days the LORD began to send 
bRezin king of Syria and cPekah the son of 
Remaliah against Judah. 38So Jotham rest- 
ed with his fathers, and was buried with his 
fathers in the City of David his father. Then 
Ahaz his son reigned in his place. 


Ahaz Reigns in Judah 
16 In the seventeenth year of Pekah 
the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son 
of Jotham, king of Judah, began to reign. 
2Ahaz was twenty years old when he be- 
came king, and he reigned sixteen years 
in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was 
right in the sight of the LORD his God, 
as his father David had done. 3But he 
walked in the way of the kings of Israel; 
indeed che made his son pass through the 


* 15:33 Spelled Jerushah in 2 Chronicles 27:1 


15:23 Pekahiah. Pekahiah means “the Lord has 
opened the eyes.” After an evil reign of two years, a 
usurper “closed his eyes” for him. 

15:25 Murder—Sometimes a corrupt leader needs 
to be taken out of power, but when this is done by 
coup and murder, the new leader ends up being just 
as bad as the old one. He lives in fear that someone 
will do the same thing to him; in an attempt to keep 
his position, he will exercise the same control and 
perpetrate the same kind of abuses as the leader he 
deposed. A vicious cycle is begun, as we can see from 
the succession of murders and new kings in Israel. 
Anytime leadership changes through conniving and 
coup, even if actual murder is not part of the picture, 
problems in trust and confidence will result. 

15:27 Pekah. Because Hoshea’s nine-year reign (17:1) 
began in 732 8.c., Pekah’s twenty years must have 
included a time of kingship in his own district during 
the unsettled days of Shallum, Menahem, and Peka- 
hiah (752-740 B.c.). Apparently Pekah rode the crest 
of anti-Assyrian sentiment. 

15:30 Hoshea ... led a conspiracy. The annals of 
Tiglath-Pileser III record Hoshea’s heavy tribute and 
the Assyrian king’s claim that he himself set the new 
Israelite king in office. 


15:32 Jotham. Jotham’s reign was partly righteous. 
After the purge of Ahaziah and Athaliah (9:27-29; 
11:13-16), the kings of Judah who reigned in relative 
righteousness were Joash (12:2-3), Amaziah (14:3-4), 
and Azariah (15:3-4). A positive righteousness would 
be modeled by Hezekiah (18:3-6) and again by Josiah 
(22:2). 

16:1 Ahaz... began to reign. The seventeenth 
year of Pekah was 736-735 B.C. Ahaz’s 16-year reign 
apparently ended in 720 B.c. If so, like Jotham before 
him, Ahaz must have lived on another four years after 
giving up his rule. Hezekiah’s first year of indepen- 
dent rule began in 715 B.c., 14 years before Sennach- 
erib’s invasion of Judah and his siege of Jerusalem in 
701 B.C. 

16:3 made his son pass through the fire. According 
to the author of Chronicles, this rite was connected 
with the Baal worship practiced in the valley of the 
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fire, according to the “abominations of 
the nations whom the LORD had cast out 
from before the children of Israel. 4And 
he sacrificed and burned incense on the 
chigh places, 4on the hills, and under every 
green tree. 

5eThen Rezin king of Syria and Pekah 
the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came 
up to Jerusalem to make war; and they be- 
sieged Ahaz but could not overcome him. 
6At that time Rezin king of Syria fcaptured 
Elath for Syria, and drove the men of Ju- 
dah from Elath. Then the Edomites* went 
to Elath, and dwell there to this day. 

7So Ahaz sent messengers to £Tiglath- 
Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your 
servant and your son. Come up and save 
me from the hand of the king of Syria and 
from the hand of the king of Israel, who 
rise up against me.” 8And Ahaz "took the 
silver and gold that was found in the house 
of the LorD, and in the treasuries of the 
king’s house, and sent it as a present to the 
king of Assyria. 9So the king of Assyria 
heeded him; for the king of Assyria went 
up against ‘Damascus and ‘took it, carried 
its people captive to *Kir, and killed Rezin. 

10Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to 
meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and 
saw an altar that was at Damascus; and 
King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the 
design of the altar and its pattern, accord- 
ing to all its workmanship. !!Then 'Urijah 
the priest built an altar according to all 
that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus. 
So Urijah the priest made it before King 
Ahaz came back from Damascus. !2And 
when the king came back from Damascus, 
the king saw the altar; and "the king ap- 
proached the altar and made offerings on 
it. 83So he burned his burnt offering and his 
grain offering; and he poured his drink of- 
fering and sprinkled the blood of his peace 
offerings on the altar. 4He also brought 
"the bronze altar which was before the 
LORD, from the front of the temple—from 
between the new altar and the house of the 
LORD—and put it on the north side of the 


new altar. 5Then King Ahaz commanded 
Urijah the priest, saying, “On the great 
new altar burn °the morning burnt offer- 
ing, the evening grain offering, the king’s 
burnt sacrifice, and his grain offering, with 
the burnt offering of all the people of the 
land, their grain offering, and their drink 
offerings; and sprinkle on it all the blood 
of the burnt offering and all the blood of 
the sacrifice. And the bronze altar shall 
be for me to inquire by.” 16Thus did Urijah 
the priest, according to all that King Ahaz 
commanded. 

lwpAnd King Ahaz cut off “the panels 
of the carts, and removed the lavers from 
them; and he took down 'the Sea from the 
bronze oxen that were under it, and put it 
on a pavement of stones. 18Also he removed 
the Sabbath pavilion which they had built 
in the temple, and he removed the king’s 
outer entrance from the house of the LORD, 
on account of the king of Assyria. 

19Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which 
he did, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 2°So 
Ahaz rested with his fathers, and swas 
buried with his fathers in the City of Da- 
vid. Then Hezekiah his son reigned in his 
place. 


Hoshea Reigns in Israel 
1 7 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Ju- 
dah, “Hoshea the son of Elah became 
king of Israel in Samaria, and he reigned 
nine years. 2And he did evil in the sight of 
the LORD, but not as the kings of Israel who 
were before him. 3>Shalmaneser king of 
Assyria came up against him; and Hoshea 
cbecame his vassal, and paid him tribute 
money. 4And the king of Assyria uncov- 
ered a conspiracy by Hoshea; for he had 
sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and 
brought no tribute to the king of Assyria, 
as he had done year by year. Therefore the 
king of Assyria shut him up, and bound 
him in prison. 


* 16:6 Some ancient authorities read Syrians. 


son of Hinnom (2 Chr. 28:2-3). Ahaz was an apostate 
who personally led his people in the religious wor- 
ship practices of Canaan. 

16:7 sent messengers .. . king of Assyria. Tiglath- 
Pileser’s records list the tribute of both Hoshea and 
Ahaz. 

16:10-16 Vanity—The king of Israel was com- 
manded to pattern his reign according to God’s Word, 
but Ahaz apparently thought his own ideas were bet- 
ter. Once the Word of God has been set aside, there is 
no stopping point for presumptuous spirituality and 
immoral activities. Such practices may be aesthet- 
ically and humanly pleasing, but Jesus designated 
them as vain worship because they are based upon 
precepts and traditions of men, rather than on God's 
holy and sufficient Word (Matt. 15:7-9). 

16:18 the king of Assyria. Ahaz was more interested 
in imitating the foreign king than in following God. 
His use of the altar to make sacrifices to God and his 


many other religious innovations underscored Ahaz’s 
essential paganism (2 Chr. 28:2—4,22-25). He went so 
far in his apostasy as to shut the doors of the temple 
(2 Chr. 28:24). 

17:1 twelfth year. Hoshea became king in 732 8.c., 
so the twelve years of Ahaz indicate a period of co- 
regency with his father Jotham. 

17:3 Shalmaneser. Shalmaneser V succeeded 
Tiglath-Pileser Ill as king of Assyria in 727 B.c. 
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Israel Carried Captive to Assyria 

5Now “the king of Assyria went through- 
out all the land, and went up to Samaria 
and besieged it for three years. 6¢In the 
ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria 
took Samaria and fcarried Israel away to 
Assyria, £and placed them in Halah and by 
the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the 
cities of the Medes. 

7For so it was that the children of Israel 
had sinned against the LORD their God, 
who had brought them up out of the land 
of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; and they had ‘feared other 
gods, 8and shad walked in the statutes of 
the nations whom the LORD had cast out 
from before the children of Israel, and of 
the kings of Israel, which they had made. 
9Also the children of Israel secretly did 
against the LORD their God things that 
were not right, and they built for them- 
selves high places in all their cities, *from 
watchtower to fortified city. 1°/They set up 
for themselves sacred pillars and ™wood- 
en images* "on every high hill and under 
every green tree. ' There they burned in- 
cense on all the high places, like the na- 
tions whom the LoRD had carried away 
before them; and they did wicked things 
to provoke the LorD to anger, !2for they 
served idols, °of which the LORD had said 
to them, »“You shall not do this thing.” 

13-Yet the LORD testified against Israel 
and against Judah, by all of His ¢prophets, 
revery seer, saying, s“Turn from your evil 
ways, and keep My commandments and 
My statutes, according to all the law which 
I commanded your fathers, and which I 
sent to you by My servants the prophets.” 
14Nevertheless they would not hear, but 
tstiffened their necks, like the necks of their 
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fathers, who “did not believe in the LORD 
their God. 15And they vrejected His statutes 
wand His covenant that He had made with 
their fathers, and His testimonies which He 
had testified against them; they followed 
xidols, Ybecame idolaters, and went after 
the nations who were all around them, 
concerning whom the LORD had charged 
them that they should Znot do like them. 
16So they left all the commandments of 
the LORD their God, «made for themselves 
a molded image and two calves, made a 
wooden image and worshiped all the chost 
of heaven, “and served Baal. !7eAnd they 
caused their sons and daughters to pass 
through the fire, ‘practiced witchcraft and 
soothsaying, and “sold themselves to do 
evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke 
Him to anger. !18Therefore the LORD was 
very angry with Israel, and removed them 
from His sight; there was none left "but the 
tribe of Judah alone. 

19Also ‘Judah did not keep the com- 
mandments of the LORD their God, but 
walked in the statutes of Israel which they 
made. 20And the LORD rejected all the de- 
scendants of Israel, afflicted them, and /de- 
livered them into the hand of plunderers, 
until He had cast them from His &sight. 
21For 'He tore Israel from the house of Da- 
vid, and "they made Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel 
from following the LORD, and made them 
commit a great sin. 22For the children of 
Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam 
which he did; they did not depart from 
them, 23until the LORD removed Israel out 
of His sight, "as He had said by all His ser- 
vants the prophets. °So Israel was carried 


* 17:10 Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities 


17:7 Israel had sinned. The reason for the fall of 
Samaria and the end of the northern kingdom was 
clearly its spiritual failure; they had turned away from 
the living God. 

17:14-18 Israel’s Disobedience—These verses 
are a good summary of the spiritual departure from 
God that led to Israel's eventual downfall. The peo- 
ple of Israel didn’t listen and three specific results are 
recorded: 

1. The Israelites refused to believe. All the fulfilled 
promises, all the history of God’s saving acts 
were simply ignored. It didn’t matter what God 
had done. They had ears to hear and eyes to see, 
yet failed to do so. 

2. They rejected God's laws and covenant. They will- 
fully turned their backs on the way of living that 
God had directed them toward. 

3. They worshiped idols. They actually worshiped 
anything and everything but what they were 
instructed to worship. In spite of God’s clear 
mandate to them to have no other gods before 
Him, the Israelites were easily influenced by any 
culture they came in contact with. 

The common denominator here is the will. This 
was willful rebellion. We are no different. Every day 
each of us, by an act of our own will, does something 


disobedient. We worry unnecessarily, we have fears for 
aspects of our lives that we know God has promised 
to protect and care for. Sometimes we simply don’t 
care what God has said. We'd rather do what we want 
because it feels good or because His way is too diffi- 
cult. We are truly sinners in need of a forgiving God. 
17:21 Jeroboam drove Israel from following the 
Lorb. Jeroboam had initiated the false worship that 
set the standard for all of Israel’s idolatrous activities. 
The worship of the calves at Dan and Bethel, and Is- 
rael’s fascination with Baal worship (1 Kin. 12:28-29; 
16:32-33), are repeatedly cited as the chief causes of 
srael’s spiritual defeat and political collapse. 
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away from their own land to Assyria, as it 
is to this day. 


Assyria Resettles Samaria 

24noThen the king of Assyria brought 
people from Babylon, Cuthah, ¢Ava, Ha- 
math, and from Sepharvaim, and placed 
them in the cities of Samaria instead of the 
children of Israel; and they took possession 
of Samaria and dwelt in its cities. 25And it 
was so, at the beginning of their dwelling 
there, that they did not fear the LORD; 
therefore the LORD sent lions among them, 
which killed some of them. 26So they spoke 
to the king of Assyria, saying, “The nations 
whom you have removed and placed in the 
cities of Samaria do not know the rituals of 
the God of the land; therefore He has sent 
lions among them, and indeed, they are 
killing them because they do not know the 
rituals of the God of the land.” 27Then the 
king of Assyria commanded, saying, “Send 
there one of the priests whom you brought 
from there; let him go and dwell there, and 
let him teach them the rituals of the God of 
the land.” 28Then one of the priests whom 
they had carried away from Samaria came 
and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how 
they should fear the LORD. 

29However every nation continued to 
make gods of its own, and put them "in 
the shrines on the high places which the 
Samaritans had made, every nation in the 
cities where they dwelt. 3°The men of sBab- 
ylon made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth 
made Nergal, the men of Hamath made 
Ashima, 3ltand the Avites made Nibhaz and 
Tartak; and the Sepharvites “burned their 
children in fire to Adrammelech and An- 
ammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 32So 
they feared the LORD, vand from every class 
they appointed for themselves priests of the 
high places, who sacrificed for them in the 
shrines of the high places. 33wThey feared 
the LORD, yet served their own gods— 
according to the rituals of the nations from 
among whom they were carried away. 


34To this day they continue practicing 
the former rituals; they do not fear the 
LORD, nor do they follow their statutes or 
their ordinances, or the law and command- 
ment which the LORD had commanded the 
children of Jacob, *whom He named Is- 
rael, 5with whom the LORD had made a 
covenant and charged them, saying: »“You 
shall not fear other gods, nor 7bow down to 
them nor serve them nor sacrifice to them; 
36but the LORD, who “brought you up from 
the land of Egypt with great power and an 
outstretched arm, ‘Him you shall fear, Him 
you shall worship, and to Him you shall 
offer sacrifice. 37And the statutes, the or- 
dinances, the law, and the commandment 
which He wrote for you, ¢you shall be care- 
ful to observe forever; you shall not fear 
other gods. 38And the covenant that I have 
made with you, ¢you shall not forget, nor 
shall you fear other gods. 39But the LORD 
your God you shall fear; and He will deliv- 
er you from the hand of all your enemies.” 
40However they did not obey, but they 
followed their former rituals. 4/So these 
nations feared the LORD, yet served their 
carved images; also their children and 
their children’s children have continued 
doing as their fathers did, even to this day. 


Hezekiah Reigns in Judah 
1 Now it came to pass in the third year 
of ¢Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Is- 
rael, that »Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king 
of Judah, began to reign. 2He was twenty- 
five years old when he became king, and 
he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. 
His mother’s name was ¢Abi* the daughter 
of Zechariah. 3And he did what was right 
in the sight of the LORD, according to all 

that his father David had done. 
4dHe removed the high places and broke 
the sacred pillars, cut down the wooden 
image* and broke in pieces the ¢bronze 


* 18:2 Called Abijah in 2 Chronicles 29:1ff 
* 18:4 Hebrew Asherah, a Canaanite goddess 


17:24 king of Assyria. This was probably Sargon II 
(722-705 B.c.), although the practice described here 
was continued by later kings as well. Such a mixing 
of populations was designed to break down ethnic 
distinctions and weaken the loyalties that the peo- 
ple had. It would also help create a sense of empire. 
Samaria. This was the whole region where the 
repopulation took place; eventually the inhabitants 
would be called Samaritans. 

17:33 feared the Lorb, yet served their own gods. 
This is the classic example of syncretism, the attempt 
to mix the worship of the true God with other reli- 
gious traditions and beliefs. The apostate religion of 
the people of Samaria caused them to be rejected by 
the faithful Jews who returned from the exile (Ezra 
4:1-5), and by the time of the New Testament, hos- 
tility was very strong between the two groups John 
4:9; 8:48). 

18:1 the third year of Hoshea. The 29 years of 


Hezekiah’s reign thus included a period of coregency 
with his father Ahaz before he ruled independently 
(715-699 B.c.). The name Hezekiah means “the LoRD 
has strengthened.” 

18:3 he did what was right in the sight of the Lorp. 
Hezekiah was the first king since David who served 
the Lord with all his heart. 

18:4 high places. Consistently, the kings who pre- 
ceded Hezekiah are criticized by the author for not 
destroying the high places (15:34-35). While there 
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serpent that Moses had made; for until 
those days the children of Israel burned 
incense to it, and called it Nehushtan.* 5He 
ftrusted in the LORD God of Israel, ¢so that 
after him was none like him among all 
the kings of Judah, nor who were before 
him. 6For he "held fast to the LORD; he did 
not depart from following Him, but kept 
His commandments, which the LORD had 
commanded Moses. 7The LORD ‘was with 
him; he ‘prospered wherever he went. And 
he krebelled against the king of Assyria 
and did not serve him. 8'He subdued the 
Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory, 
mfrom watchtower to fortified city. 

9SNow “it came to pass in the fourth year 
of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh 
year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of 
Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria 
came up against Samaria and besieged it. 
10And at the end of three years they took 
it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is, 
othe ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, 
Samaria was taken. !!»Then the king of 
Assyria carried Israel away captive to As- 
syria, and put them in Halah and by the 
Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities 
of the Medes, !2because they "did not obey 
the voice of the LORD their God, but trans- 
gressed His covenant and all that Moses 
the servant of the LORD had commanded; 
and they would neither hear nor do them. 

BAnd sin the fourteenth year of King 
Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria 
came up against all the fortified cities of 
Judah and took them. Then Hezekiah 
king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at 
Lachish, saying, “I have done wrong; turn 
away from me; whatever you impose on 
me I will pay.” And the king of Assyria as- 
sessed Hezekiah king of Judah three hun- 
dred talents of silver and thirty talents of 
gold. 15So Hezekiah tgave him all the silver 
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that was found in the house of the LORD 
and in the treasuries of the king’s house. 
16At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold 
from the doors of the temple of the LORD, 
and from the pillars which Hezekiah king 
of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the 
king of Assyria. 


Sennacherib Boasts Against 
the LorD 

17Then the king of Assyria sent the Tar- 
tan,* the Rabsaris,* and the Rabshakeh* 
from Lachish, with a great army against 
Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah. And they 
went up and came to Jerusalem. When 
they had come up, they went and stood by 
the “aqueduct from the upper pool, »which 
was on the highway to the Fuller’s Field. 
18And when they had called to the king, 
wEliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over 
the household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah 
the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out 
to them. 19Then the Rabshakeh said to 
them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says 
the great king, the king of Assyria: x“What 
confidence is this in which you trust? 2° You 
speak of having plans and power for war; 
but they are mere words. And in whom 
do you trust, that you rebel against me? 
2lyNow look! You are trusting in the staff 
of this broken reed, Egypt, on which if 
aman leans, it will go into his hand and 
pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to 
all who trust in him. 22But if you say to me, 
“We trust in the LORD our God,’ is it not He 
zwhose high places and whose altars Heze- 
kiah has taken away, and said to Judah and 
Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this 


* 18:4 Literally Bronze Thing * 18:17 A title, 
probably Commander in Chief ¢ A title, probably 
Chief Officer ¢ A title, probably Chief of Staff or 
Governor 


were traditions of worship of the true God at these 
locations, far too often they became sites for the 
licentious worship of Baal and Asherah. Hezekiah’s 
reforms included not only the destruction of the 
pagan cult objects introduced in the days of his 
apostate father Ahaz, but the bronze serpent that 
had been preserved since the days of Moses (2 Chr. 
29-31). Symbols all too easily can be made into 
objects of veneration. 

18:5 none like him. Hezekiah’s faith was unparal- 
leled by any other king who had preceded him after 
the time of David; Josiah’s adherence to the law 
would be extolled in a similar manner (23:25). 

18:6 Obedience—The obedience of Hezekiah pro- 
vides a powerful lesson for all of God’s people. He 
“clung” to the Lord, staying true to God and His com- 
mandments. He must have faced strong opposition 
as he eliminated practices which had been going on 
for generations, and destroyed objects which had 
long been considered sacred, but he knew that God's 
approval was more important than human appro- 
bation. In the same way, we must be willing to serve 
God before we please those around us. 

18:13 fourteenth year. Hezekiah’s fourteenth year of 


sole rule was 701 B.C. The details of the generally rebel- 
lious situation that provoked Sennacherib to invade 
the western portion of his empire are recounted in his 
annals, where Hezekiah is particularly mentioned for 
his involvement in the whole affair. 

18:17 Tartan... Rabsaris .. . Rabshakeh. These 
titles suggest persons of high station in Assyria. 
18:20 in whom do you trust. Perhaps Hezekiah’s rep- 
utation for trusting in God was already widely known 
(v. 5). Trusting became the focal point of the Assyri- 
an’s psychological warfare (vv. 19—22,24-30). 

18:21 broken reed. Actually, Sennacherib’s warning 
against confidence in Egypt was well taken, the point 
having been made previously by Isaiah (Is. 30:3-5; 
31:1-3). 
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altar in Jerusalem’?”’ 23Now therefore, I 
urge you, give a pledge to my master the 
king of Assyria, and I will give you two 
thousand horses—if you are able on your 
part to put riders on them! 24How then will 
you repel one captain of the least of my 
master’s servants, and put your trust in 
Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 25Have I 
now come up without the LORD against this 
place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, 
‘Go up against this land, and destroy it.’” 

26aThen Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, 
“Please speak to your servants in bArama- 
ic, for we understand it; and do not speak to 
us in Hebrew* in the hearing of the people 
who are on the wall.” 

27But the Rabshakeh said to them, “Has 
my master sent me to your master and to 
you to speak these words, and not to the 
men who sit on the wall, who will eat and 
drink their own waste with you?” 

28Then the Rabshakeh stood and called 
out with a loud voice in Hebrew, and spoke, 
saying, “Hear the word of the great king, 
the king of Assyria! 29Thus says the king: 
¢Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he 
shall not be able to deliver you from his 
hand; 3°nor let Hezekiah make you trust 
in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely 
deliver us; this city shall not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria.”’ 3!Do not 
listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king 
of Assyria: ‘Make peace with me by a pres- 
ent and come out to me; and every one of 
you eat from his own 4vine and every one 
from his own fig tree, and every one of you 
drink the waters of his own cistern; 32until I 
come and take you away to a land like your 
own land, @a land of grain and new wine, a 
land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive 
groves and honey, that you may live and 
not die. But do not listen to Hezekiah, lest 
he persuade you, saying, “The LORD will 
deliver us.” 33fHas any of the gods of the 


nations at all delivered its land from the 
hand of the king of Assyria? 34Where are 
the gods of SHamath and Arpad? Where 
are the gods of Sepharvaim and Hena 
and hIvah? Indeed, have they delivered 
Samaria from my hand? 35Who among all 
the gods of the lands have delivered their 
countries from my hand, ‘that the LORD 
should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’” 

36But the people held their peace and 
answered him not a word; for the king’s 
commandment was, “Do not answer him.” 
37Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who 
was over the household, Shebna the scribe, 
and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, 
came to Hezekiah ‘with their clothes torn, 
and told him the words of the Rabshakeh. 


Isaiah Assures Deliverance 
1 And 4so it was, when King Hezeki- 
ah heard it, that he tore his clothes, 
covered himself with ’sackcloth, and went 
into the house of the LORD. 2Then he sent 
Eliakim, who was over the household, 
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah 
the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3And they 
said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah: ‘This 
day is a day of trouble, and rebuke, and 
blasphemy; for the children have come to 
birth, but there is no strength to bring them 
forth. 4cIt may be that the LORD your God 
will hear all the words of the Rabshakeh, 
whom his master the king of Assyria has 
sent to 4reproach the living God, and will 
erebuke the words which the LORD your 
God has heard. Therefore lift up your 
prayer for the remnant that is left.’” 
5So the servants of King Hezekiah 
came to Isaiah. 6And Isaiah said to them, 
“Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: “Do not be Zafraid of the 
words which you have heard, with which 


* 18:26 Literally Judean 


18:25 The LorD said to me. The Assyrians may have 
been aware of prophecies concerning the judg- 
ment of Judah and Jerusalem and Assyria’s own 
role as God's avengers (Is. 10:5—11). The remark was 
intended to introduce stark terror into the hearts of 
the people of Jerusalem (2 Chr. 32:18) by pointing out 
that now even their God was against them. 

18:25 Self-Righteousness—The Assyrians were 
God's instrument for punishing Israel (Is. 10:5—10), 
but this fact was not due to any righteousness or 
virtue on Assyria’s part. Rather, their attitude was 
blasphemous and proud (19:22). The lesson for 
the powerful king of Assyria is the lesson for kings, 
nations, and all individuals: no one may boast before 
the Lord (1 Cor. 1:29). 

18:33 the gods of the nations. Rabshakeh’s asser- 
tion that none of the gods of the nations who had 
opposed Assyria had withstood the Assyrian king is 
another aspect of the continued psychological war- 
fare and evidence of the Rabshakeh’s awareness of 
Isaiah's prophetic words (Is. 10:7-11). 

19:2 Isaiah. The ministry of the great prophet Isaiah 


had begun in the year that Uzziah (or Azariah) died (Is. 
6:1), nearly four decades earlier (740 B.c.). Once Isaiah 
had sought out Judah's godless King Ahaz to minister 
to him (Is. 7:3); now the prophet was being sought by 
the godly Hezekiah (the details of 18:13—20:19 are 
also recorded in Is. 36-39). 

19:4 hear... reproach. The first verb does not sug- 
gest that God is unaware of the words of Rabshakeh. 
Rather, the words describe God as determining to 
redress the wrong. 

19:6 Do not be afraid. |saiah’s prophecy was one of 
comfort. Not only would Sennacherib fail to conquer 
Jerusalem, but he would face a violent death upon 
his return home. Both points of this prophetic mes- 
sage would come true, although Sennacherib was 


18:26 7 Is. 36:11—39:8 Ezra 4:7 
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18:29 ¢2 Chr. 
18:32 ¢ Deut. 8:7-9; 


the "servants of the king of Assyria have 
blasphemed Me. 7Surely I will send ia spirit 
upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and 
return to his own land; andI will cause him 
to fall by the sword in his own land.”’” 


Sennacherib’s Threat and 


Hezekiah’s Prayer 

8Then the Rabshakeh returned and 
found the king of Assyria warring against 
Libnah, for he heard that he had departed 
ifrom Lachish. 9And ’the king heard con- 
cerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “Look, 
he has come out to make war with you.” 
So he again sent messengers to Hezekiah, 
saying, 1°“Thus you shall speak to Heze- 
kiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not let 
your God ‘in whom you trust deceive you, 
saying, “Jerusalem shall not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria.” “Look! 
You have heard what the kings of Assyria 
have done to all lands by utterly destroying 
them; and shall you be delivered? 12™Have 
the gods of the nations delivered those 
whom my fathers have destroyed, Gozan 
and Haran and Rezeph, and the people of 
nEden who were in Telassar? 18°Where is 
the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and 
the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, 
and Ivah?’” 

iMpAnd Hezekiah received the letter 
from the hand of the messengers, and read 
it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of 
the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 
1IThen Hezekiah prayed before the LORD, 
and said: “O LORD God of Israel, the One 
awho dwells between the cherubim, "You 
are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of 
the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 
16sIncline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; 
topen Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear 
the words of Sennacherib, “which he has 
sent to reproach the living God. !7Truly, 
LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste 
the nations and their lands, !8and have cast 


2 Kings 19:24 ™@ 423 


their gods into the fire; for they were Ynot 
gods, but “the work of men’s hands—wood 
and stone. Therefore they destroyed them. 
19Now therefore, O LORD our God, I pray, 
save us from his hand, *that all the king- 
doms of the earth may Yknow that You are 
the LORD God, You alone.” 


The Word of the LorD Concerning 


Sennacherib 

20Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to 
Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: ‘Because you have prayed to 
Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, «I 
have heard.’ 2!This is the word which the 
LORD has spoken concerning him: 


‘The virgin, >the daughter of Zion, 
Has despised you, laughed you to 
scorn; 
The daughter of Jerusalem 
cHas shaken her head behind your 
back! 


22 ‘Whom have you reproached and 
blasphemed? 
Against whom have you raised your 
voice, 
And lifted up your eyes on high? 
Against ¢the Holy One of Israel. 
23 eBy your messengers you have 
reproached the Lord, 
And said: f“By the multitude of my 
chariots 
Ihave come up to the height of the 
mountains, 
To the limits of Lebanon; 
I will cut down its tall cedars 
And its choice cypress trees; 
I will enter the extremity of its 
borders, 
To its fruitful forest. 
24 | have dug and drunk strange water, 
And with the soles of my feet I have 
sdried up 
All the brooks of defense.” 


not assassinated until 20 years later (c. 681 B.c.). In his 
annals Sennacherib boasts of five more campaigns; 
however, he makes no mention of any other invasions 
of Judah. 

19:9 Tirhakah king of Ethiopia. Since Tirhakah did 
not become king until 690 8.c., there is an apparent 
problem with the chronology of this verse. However, 
it is possible that the biblical author merely calls Tir- 
hakah by the title he was best known by at the time 
of writing. 

19:12 Eden. This is not the Eden of Genesis, but an 
area known today as Bit-Adini, south of Haran (Ezek. 
27:23; Amos 1:5). 

19:15 You have made heaven and earth. The con- 
flict mentioned in this chapter involves far more than 
the kings of Egypt, Assyria, or Judah. The warfare 
is one in which the gods of the pagan world would 
dishonor the true and living God of Israel. Hezekiah’s 
prayer was addressed to the God who alone is sov- 
ereign over all the kingdoms of the world. His sover- 
eignty is related to the fact of creation; He is the God 


who made heaven and earth. The heathen gods are 
born in corrupted human imaginations, and backed 
by a rebellious angel (Satan), but God is the one who 
owns and controls the universe. 

19:21 daughter of Zion. As elsewhere in the Old 
Testament (Zeph. 3:14), this phrase should be written 
“daughter Zion,” without the “of.” Zion Jerusalem) 
is like a daughter to God, whom He will protect and 
guard as only a father would. 

19:22 Holy One of Israel. This title is characteristic of 
Isaiah’s own manner of referring to God. He uses the 
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25 ‘Did you not hear long ago 
How "I made it, 
From ancient times that I formed it? 
Now I have brought it to pass, 
That ‘you should be 
For crushing fortified cities into heaps 
of ruins. 
26 Therefore their inhabitants had little 
power; 
They were dismayed and confounded; 
They were as the grass of the field 
And the green herb, 
As ithe grass on the housetops 
And grain blighted before it is grown. 


27 ‘But kI know your dwelling place, 
Your going out and your coming in, 
And your rage against Me. 

28 Because your rage against Me and 

your tumult 
Have come up to My ears, 
Therefore !I will put My hook in your 
nose 
And My bridle in your lips, 
And I will turn you back 
mBy the way which you came. 


29°This shall be a "sign to you: 


You shall eat this year such as grows 
of itself, 
And in the second year what springs 
from the same; 
Also in the third year sow and reap, 
Plant vineyards and eat the fruit of 
them. 
30 oAnd the remnant who have escaped of 
the house of Judah 
Shall again take root downward, 
And bear fruit upward. 
31 For out of Jerusalem shall go a 
remnant, 
And those who escape from Mount 
Zion. 
PThe zeal of the LORD of hosts* will do 
this.’ 


32“Therefore thus says the LORD con- 
cerning the king of Assyria: 


‘He shall ‘not come into this city, 
Nor shoot an arrow there, 


Nor come before it with shield, 
Nor build a siege mound against it. 

33° By the way that he came, 
By the same shall he return; 
And he shall not come into this city,’ 
Says the LORD. 

34 ‘For "I will sdefend this city, to save it 
For My own sake and ‘for My servant 

David’s sake.’” 


Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death 
35And “it came to pass on a certain night 
that the angel* of the LORD went out, and 
killed in the camp of the Assyrians one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand; and 
when people arose early in the morning, 
there were the corpses—all dead. 36So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and 
went away, returned home, and remained at 
vNineveh. 37Now it came to pass, as he was 
worshiping in the temple of Nisroch his god, 
that his sons ~Adrammelech and Sharezer 
xstruck him down with the sword; and 
they escaped into the land of Ararat. Then 
yEsarhaddon his son reigned in his place. 


Hezekiah’s Life Extended 
20 In «those days Hezekiah was sick and 
near death. And Isaiah the prophet, 
the son of Amoz, went to him and said to 
him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Set your house 
in order, for you shall die, and not live.’” 
2Then he turned his face toward the 
wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying, 
3b“Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I 
have walked before You in truth and witha 
loyal heart, and have done what was good 
in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 
4And it happened, before Isaiah had gone 
out into the middle court, that the word of 
the LORD came to him, saying, 5“Return 
and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, 
‘Thus says the LORD, the God of David your 
father: 4“I have heard your prayer, I have 
seen ¢your tears; surely I will heal you. On 


* 19:31 Following many Hebrew manuscripts and 
ancient versions (compare Isaiah 37:32); Masoretic 
Text omits of hosts. *19:35 Or Angel 


phrase 26 times (Is. 6:3). Sennacherib needed to know 
that his boastful pride blasphemed the sovereign and 
holy God of all nations. 

19:30 remnant... Shall again take root. The prom- 
ises in these verses were both for the immediate 
situation and ultimately for the final regathering of 
the Jewish people into their land in the time of the 
coming Messiah. 

19:32 not come into this city. While Sennacherib 
later boasted of taking some 46 Judean cities, with 
reference to Jerusalem he could only report that he 
made Hezekiah “prisoner in Jerusalem, his royal resi- 
dence, like a bird in a cage.” God’s defense and deliv- 
erance of Jerusalem demonstrated His faithfulness to 
the Davidic covenant. 

19:37 struck him down with the sword. The events 
depicted here took place 20 years after God's deliver- 


ance of Jerusalem. When his father was assassinated, 
Esarhaddon took the throne and ruled from 681 to 
668 B.C. 

20:3 | have walked before You. Hezekiah’s prayer 
recognized that although all of life is in God’s hands, 
God is also a rewarder of those who faithfully serve 
Him (Deut. 5:30—33; 30:15-16). 
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the third day you shall go up to the house 
of the LorD. 6And I will add to your days 
fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city 
from the hand of the king of Assyria; and ‘I 
will defend this city for My own sake, and 
for the sake of My servant David.”’” 

7Then £Isaiah said, “Take a lump of figs.” 
So they took and laid it on the boil, and he 
recovered. 

8And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "“What is 
the sign that the LORD will heal me, and 
that I shall go up to the house of the LORD 
the third day?” 

§9Then Isaiah said, ‘“This is the sign to 
you from the LorD, that the LORD will do 
the thing which He has spoken: shall the 
shadow go forward ten degrees or go back- 
ward ten degrees?” 

10And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy 
thing for the shadow to go down ten de- 
grees; no, but let the shadow go backward 
ten degrees.” 

So Isaiah the prophet cried out to the 
LORD, and ‘He brought the shadow ten 
degrees backward, by which it had gone 
down on the sundial of Ahaz. 


The Babylonian Envoys 

LkAt that time Berodach-Baladan* the 
son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent let- 
ters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard 
that Hezekiah had been sick. #3And 'Heze- 
kiah was attentive to them, and showed 
them all the house of his treasures—the 
silver and gold, the spices and precious 
ointment, and all* his armory—all that 
was found among his treasures. There was 
nothing in his house or in all his dominion 
that Hezekiah did not show them. 

4Then Isaiah the prophet went to King 
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these 
men say, and from where did they come to 
you?” 
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So Hezekiah said, “They came from a 
far country, from Babylon.” 

15And he said, “What have they seen in 
your house?” 

So Hezekiah answered, ™“They have 
seen all that is in my house; there is noth- 
ing among my treasures that I have not 
shown them.” 

16Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear 
the word of the LORD: !7‘Behold, the days 
are coming when all that is in your house, 
and what your fathers have accumulated 
until this day, "shall be carried to Babylon; 
nothing shall be left,’ says the LORD. 18‘And 
othey shall take away some of your sons 
who will descend from you, whom you will 
beget; Ppand they shall be ¢eunuchs in the 
palace of the king of Babylon.’” 

19So0 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word 
of the LORD which you have spoken is 
good!” For he said, “Will there not be peace 
and truth at least in my days?” 


Death of Hezekiah 

20sNow the rest of the acts of Hezekiah— 
all his might, and how he tmade a “pool 
and a tunnel and brought water into the 
city—are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 21So 
wHezekiah rested with his fathers. Then 
Manasseh his son reigned in his place. 


Manasseh Reigns in Judah 

2 1 Manasseh ¢was twelve years old when 
he became king, and he reigned fifty- 

five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 

was Hephzibah. 2And he did evil in the 

sight of the LORD, according to the abomi- 

nations of the nations whom the LORD had 


* 20:12 Spelled Merodach-Baladan in Isaiah 39:1 
* 20:13 Following many Hebrew manuscripts, 
Syriac, and Targum; Masoretic Text omits all. 


20:7 Jump of figs. The practice of applying figs to 
an ulcerated sore is well attested in the records of 
the ancient Middle East, being mentioned as early as 
2000 B.c. 

20:12 Berodach-Baladan. This was a Chaldean king 
who twice ruled in Babylon (721-710, 703 B.c.). A 
perennial enemy of Assyria, he was twice defeated 
by them and cast out from Babylon. His search for 
allies in his resistance to Assyria may have occasioned 
the embassy to Hezekiah, especially because he had 
heard of Hezekiah’s miraculous deliverance from the 
Assyrian army (2 Chr. 32:31). 

20:13 showed them all the house of his treasures. 
One of the remarkable features of the Bible is the fact 
that it does not gloss over the faults of its best heroes 
and heroines. This account of the foolishness of Heze- 
kiah follows immediately on the narrative of his great 
trust in the Lord (vv. 1-11). 

20:16-18 Vanity—How much better for Israel's wel- 
fare if Hezekiah had been interested in introducing 
the Babylonian envoys to his God rather than to the 
treasures of the nation. The prophet’s rebuke con- 
firms that Hezekiah’s action arose from a vain desire 
to impress the Babylonians with the externals of his 


kingdom. Human pride, and the vain hope that deliv- 
erance will come from man, must be forsaken if God’s 
blessing is to be experienced. 

20:19 The word of the LorD ... is good. Hezekiah’s 
response seems a little heartless. He did verbally 
acknowledge God's right to decide, but it does not 
appear that he had any real sense of the trouble his 
folly would bring on the people. 

20:20 a pool and a tunnel. Hezekiah dug a tunnel 
between the spring of Gihon and the Pool of Siloam 
to bring a ready supply of water within the eastern 
wall of Jerusalem. This tunnel is still in existence, a 
crooked shaft 1,750 feet long. 

21:1 Manasseh. This wicked king's fifty-five year 
reign was the longest of any of the kings of the 
divided kingdom. Externally, the period was one of 
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cast out before the children of Israel. For 
he rebuilt the high places ‘which Hezekiah 
his father had destroyed; he raised up altars 
for Baal, and made a wooden image,* ¢as 
Ahab king of Israel had done; and he ewor- 
shiped all the host of heaven* and served 
them. 4fHe also built altars in the house of 
the LORD, of which the LorD had said, ¢“In 
Jerusalem I will put My name.” 5And he 
built altars for all the host of heaven in the 
htwo courts of the house of the LORD. 6‘Also 
he made his son pass through the fire, prac- 
ticed isoothsaying, used witchcraft, and 
consulted spiritists and mediums. He did 
much evil in the sight of the LORD, to pro- 
voke Him to anger. 7He even set a carved 
image of Asherah* that he had made, in the 
house of which the LoRD had said to David 
and to Solomon his son, &“In this house and 
in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of 
all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name 
forever; 8!and I will not make the feet of Is- 
rael wander anymore from the land which 
I gave their fathers—only if they are careful 
to do according to all that I have command- 
ed them, and according to all the law that 
My servant Moses commanded them.” 9But 
they paid no attention, and Manasseh "se- 
duced them to do more evil than the nations 
whom the LORD had destroyed before the 
children of Israel. 

10And the LORD spoke "by His servants 
the prophets, saying, !!o“Because Manas- 
seh king of Judah has done these abomina- 
tions (Phe has acted more wickedly than all 
the cAmorites who were before him, and 
thas also made Judah sin with his idols), 
12therefore thus says the LORD God of Is- 
rael: ‘Behold, Iam bringing such calamity 
upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever 
hears of it, both shis ears will tingle. 3And 
I will stretch over Jerusalem ‘the measur- 
ing line of Samaria and the plummet of the 
house of Ahab; “I will wipe Jerusalem as 
one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it 
upside down. '4So I will forsake the vrem- 
nant of My inheritance and deliver them 
into the hand of their enemies; and they 


shall become victims of plunder to all their 
enemies, !5because they have done evil in 
My sight, and have provoked Me to anger 
since the day their fathers came out of 
Egypt, even to this day.’” 

16wMoreover Manasseh shed very much 
innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem 
from one end to another, besides his sin by 
which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in 
the sight of the LORD. 

17Now the rest of the acts of YManas- 
seh—all that he did, and the sin that he 
committed—are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah? 18So zManasseh rested with his fa- 
thers, and was buried in the garden of his 
own house, in the garden of Uzza. Then his 
son Amon reigned in his place. 


Amon’s Reign and Death 

19aAmon was twenty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned two 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz 
of Jotbah. 2°And he did evil in the sight 
of the LORD, Yas his father Manasseh had 
done. 2!So he walked in all the ways that 
his father had walked; and he served the 
idols that his father had served, and wor- 
shiped them. 22He ¢forsook the LORD God 
of his fathers, and did not walk in the way 
of the LORD. 

23dThen the servants of Amon ¢con- 
spired against him, and killed the king 
in his own house. 24But the people of the 
land fexecuted all those who had conspired 
against King Amon. Then the people of the 
land made his son Josiah king in his place. 

25Now the rest of the acts of Amon which 
he did, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 26And 
he was buried in his tomb in the garden of 
Uzza. Then Josiah his son reigned in his 
place. 


* 21:3 Hebrew Asherah, a Canaanite 
goddess ¢ The gods of the Assyrians 
* 21:7 A Canaanite goddess 


political stability. It is known as the Assyrian Peace, an 
era in which the kings Esarhaddon (681-668 B.c.) and 
Ashurbanipal (668-626 B.C.) reigned and brought the 
Assyrian Empire to its zenith. However, the length of 
Manasseh’s reign does not indicate a good rule, but 
rather God's persevering mercy and faithfulness to 
the Davidic covenant (2 Chr. 33:10-13). 

21:3 host of heaven. Worship of heavenly bodies 
was strictly forbidden (Deut. 4:19; 17:2-7) and was 
condemned strongly by Israel's prophets (Is. 47:13; 
Amos 5:26). Yet Manasseh paid no attention to either 
the law or the prophets (2 Chr. 33:2-10). 

21:4 altars in the house of the Lorb. All that had been 
accomplished by the godly kings of Judah was undone 
by this reprobate. But wicked as Manasseh was, God 
heard his prayer when he repented (2 Chr. 33:12-16). 
21:15 since the day. The story of the Old Testament is 
not a record of God's anger, but of His mercy and the 
delay of His just wrath. 


21:23 conspired against him. No reason is assigned 
for the conspiracy that brought about Amon’s assas- 
sination. While it may have had some connection 
with the international crisis that precipitated Ashur- 
banipal’s renewed attention to the west, Amon’s own 
wickedness may have provided sufficient cause. 
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Josiah Reigns in Judah 
2 2 Josiah «was eight years old when he 
became king, and he reigned thirty- 
one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of 
bBozkath. 2And he did what was right in 
the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the 
ways of his father David; he ¢did not turn 
aside to the right hand or to the left. 


Hilkiah Finds the Book of the Law 

3dNow it came to pass, in the eighteenth 
year of King Josiah, that the king sent 
Shaphan the scribe, the son of Azaliah, 
the son of Meshullam, to the house of the 
LORD, saying: 4“Go up to Hilkiah the high 
priest, that he may count the money which 
has been ebrought into the house of the 
LORD, which ‘the doorkeepers have gath- 
ered from the people. 5And let them 2deliv- 
er it into the hand of those doing the work, 
who are the overseers in the house of the 
LORD; let them give it to those who are in 
the house of the LORD doing the work, to 
repair the damages of the house— Sto car- 
penters and builders and masons—and to 
buy timber and hewn stone to repair the 
house. 7However "there need be no ac- 
counting made with them of the money de- 
livered into their hand, because they deal 
faithfully.” 

8Then Hilkiah the high priest said to 
Shaphan the scribe, ‘“I have found the 
Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” 
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, 
and he read it. 9So Shaphan the scribe 
went to the king, bringing the king word, 
saying, “Your servants have gathered the 
money that was found in the house, and 
have delivered it into the hand of those who 
do the work, who oversee the house of the 
LORD.” !©Then Shaphan the scribe showed 
the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has 
given me a book.” And Shaphan read it be- 
fore the king. 
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UNow it happened, when the king heard 
the words of the Book of the Law, that he 
tore his clothes. !2Then the king command- 
ed Hilkiah the priest, ‘Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan, Achbor* the son of Michaiah, 
Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant 
of the king, saying, 13“Go, inquire of the 
LorRD for me, for the people and for all 
Judah, concerning the words of this book 
that has been found; for great is *tthe wrath 
of the LORD that is aroused against us, 
because our fathers have not obeyed the 
words of this book, to do according to all 
that is written concerning us.” 

M4So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Ach- 
bor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah 
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the 
son of 'Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper 
of the wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem 
in the Second Quarter.) And they spoke 
with her. Then she said to them, “Thus 
says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Tell the man 
who sent you to Me, 16“Thus says the 
LORD: ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on 
this place and on its inhabitants—all the 
words of the book which the king of Judah 
has read— !7"because they have forsaken 
Me and burned incense to other gods, that 
they might provoke Me to anger with all 
the works of their hands. Therefore My 
wrath shall be aroused against this place 
and shall not be quenched.’”’ !8But as for 
othe king of Judah, who sent you to inquire 
of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak 
to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 
“Concerning the words which you have 
heard— !%because your Pheart was ten- 
der, and you “humbled yourself before the 
LORD when you heard what I spoke against 
this place and against its inhabitants, that 
they would become 'a desolation and sa 
curse, and you tore your clothes and wept 
before Me, I also have heard you,” says the 


* 22:12 Abdon the son of Micah in 2 Chronicles 
34:20 


22:1 Josiah. The name Josiah means “the Lord sup- 
ports.” Like the name of Cyrus (Is. 44:28; 45:1) and of 
the city of Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2), the name Josiah was 
announced by a prophet long before the time of his 
birth (1 Kin. 13:12). 

22:2 did not turn aside. Not many rulers can rival 
Josiah’s thirty-eight years of perseverance in righ- 
teousness. Some begin with high ideals and a commit- 
ment to do what is right in the sight of the Lord, but 
they soon learn that compromise is the art of politics. 
Compromise can be right and good. We ought to think 
more highly of others than ourselves and be willing 
to let go of our own preferences and opinions for the 
good of others. However, good can never result from 
compromising God's revealed ethics, morality, and 
justice. We must learn to live like Josiah, putting obe- 
dience to God before comfort and popular acceptance. 
22:4 Hilkiah the high priest. This man was a major 
figure in the revival of true religion that young Josiah 
accomplished. The work of restoring the temple was 
under his direction. 


22:8 the Book of the Law. This may mean either 
parts or all of the Pentateuch. Although it was placed 
by the side of the ark of the covenant (Deut. 31:26), it 
may have been lost, set aside, or hidden during the 
wicked reigns of Manasseh and Amon. 

22:14 Huldah the prophetess. Huldah is one of only 
afew women mentioned in Scripture as a prophetess. 
She served at the same time as other godly proph- 
ets, such as Jeremiah and Zephaniah, and some have 
suggested that her husband Shallum was a relative of 
Jeremiah (Jer. 32:7-12). 
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LORD. 2“Surely, therefore, I will gather you 
to your fathers, and you tshall be gathered 
to your grave in peace; and your eyes shall 
not see all the calamity which I will bring 
on this place.”’” So they brought back word 
to the king. 


Josiah Restores True Worship 
2 3 Now “the king sent them to gather all 
the elders of Judah and Jerusalem to 
him. 2The king went up to the house of the 
LORD with all the men of Judah, and with 
him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem—the 
priests and the prophets and all the peo- 
ple, both small and great. And he "read in 
their hearing all the words of the Book of 
the Covenant cwhich had been found in the 
house of the LORD. 
3Then the king ¢stood by a pillar and 
made a ¢covenant before the LORD, to follow 
the LorD and to keep His commandments 
and His testimonies and His statutes, with 
all his heart and all his soul, to perform the 
words of this covenant that were written in 
this book. And all the people took a stand 
for the covenant. 4And the king command- 
ed Hilkiah the high priest, the ‘priests of 
the second order, and the doorkeepers, to 
bring £out of the temple of the LORD all the 
articles that were made for Baal, for Ashe- 
rah,* and for all the host of heaven;* and he 
burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields 
of Kidron, and carried their ashes to Beth- 
el. 5Then he removed the idolatrous priests 
whom the kings of Judah had ordained to 
burn incense on the high places in the cities 
of Judah and in the places all around Je- 
rusalem, and those who burned incense to 
Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constel- 
lations, and to “all the host of heaven. And 
he brought out the ‘wooden image* from 
the house of the LORD, to the Brook Kidron 
outside Jerusalem, burned it at the Brook 
Kidron and ground it to jashes, and threw 
its ashes on the graves of the common 


people. 7Then he tore down the ritual 
booths !of the perverted persons* that were 
in the house of the LORD, "where the "wom- 
en wove hangings for the wooden image. 
8And he brought all the priests from the 
cities of Judah, and defiled the high places 
where the priests had burned incense, from 
°Geba to Beersheba; also he broke down 
the high places at the gates which were at 
the entrance of the Gate of Joshua the gov- 
ernor of the city, which were to the left of 
the city gate. 9»Nevertheless the priests of 
the high places did not come up to the al- 
tar of the LORD in Jerusalem, “but they ate 
unleavened bread among their brethren. 

10And he defiled "Topheth, which is in 
sthe Valley of the Son* of Hinnom, ‘that no 
man might make his son or his daughter 
upass through the fire to Molech. !!Then he 
removed the horses that the kings of Judah 
had dedicated to the sun, at the entrance 
to the house of the LORD, by the chamber 
of Nathan-Melech, the officer who was in 
the court; and he burned the chariots of 
the sun with fire. 12The altars that were 
von the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, 
which the kings of Judah had made, and 
the altars which ~Manasseh had made in 
the two courts of the house of the LORD, 
the king broke down and pulverized there, 
and threw their dust into the Brook Kidron. 
13Then the king defiled the high places 
that were east of Jerusalem, which were 
on the south of the Mount of Corruption, 
which xSolomon king of Israel had built 
for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sido- 
nians, for Chemosh the abomination of the 
Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination 
of the people of Ammon. !4And he vbroke 


* 23:4 A Canaanite goddess ¢ The gods of the 
Assyrians *23:6 Hebrew Asherah, a Canaanite 
goddess *23:7 Hebrew qedeshim, that is, those 
practicing sodomy and prostitution in religious 
rituals * 23:10 Kethib reads Sons. 


23:2 he read... the words of the Book. Like Moses 
(Ex. 24:3-8) and Joshua (Josh. 8:34-35) before him, 
Josiah followed the ancient standard for godly lead- 
ership (Deut. 17:18-20; 31:9-13) and assembled the 
people to renew the covenant. 

23:3 Knowing the Will of God—Christians often 
act as if learning the will of God is some mysterious 
process fraught with the danger of making all kinds 
of mistakes. This passage points to the fact that most 
of what we need to know about the will of God is con- 
tained in the Scriptures. The best place to /earn the 
will of God is from reading the Bible. The only way 
to do the will of God is to obey the teaching of the 
Bible. God may have more specific plans for each of 
us, but His basic plan for all of us is to do what He says 
as revealed in His written word. 

23:5 idolatrous priests. This term is also used by 
Zephaniah to describe the priests who led the rites 
associated with Baal and with star worship of various 
kinds (Zeph. 1:4). These priests had been appointed 
by Judah's past kings but functioned outside the 
divinely established priesthood. 


23:6 wooden image. Although they had been 
destroyed by Hezekiah, these wooden images had 
been reintroduced by Manasseh (21:7) and also by 
Amon (21:21). 

23:10 Topheth. This appears to have been a place in 
the valley of Hinnom where human sacrifices were 
made to Molech (Jer. 7:31-32; 32:35). pass through 
the fire to Molech. Some think that Molech was a 
god of the Ammonites (1 Kin. 11:5), or that Molech 
was the name of a type of child sacrifice associated 
with Baal worship (Jer. 19:5—6). Evidence of such child 
sacrifice has been found in the excavations at the 
Phoenician city of Carthage. 
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in pieces the sacred pillars and cut down 
the wooden images, and filled their places 
with the bones of men. 

15Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, 
and the high place zwhich Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had 
made, both that altar and the high place he 
broke down; and he burned the high place 
and crushed it to powder, and burned the 
wooden image. 16As Josiah turned, he saw 
the tombs that were there on the mountain. 
And he sent and took the bones out of the 
tombs and burned them on the altar, and 
defiled it according to the ¢word of the 
LORD which the man of God proclaimed, 
who proclaimed these words. !7Then he 
said, “What gravestone is this that I see?” 

So the men of the city told him, “It is >the 
tomb of the man of God who came from 
Judah and proclaimed these things which 
you have done against the altar of Bethel.” 

18And he said, “Let him alone; let no 
one move his bones.” So they let his bones 
alone, with the bones of ‘the prophet who 
came from Samaria. 

19Now Josiah also took away all the 
shrines of the high places that were din 
the cities of Samaria, which the kings of 
Israel had made to provoke the LORD* to 
anger; and he did to them according to 
all the deeds he had done in Bethel. 2°eHe 
fexecuted all the priests of the high places 
who were there, on the altars, and burned 
men’s bones on them; and he returned to 
Jerusalem. 

21Then the king commanded all the 
people, saying, "“Keep the Passover to 
the LorD your God, ‘as it is written in this 
Book of the Covenant.” 22/Such a Pass- 
over surely had never been held since the 
days of the judges who judged Israel, nor 
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in all the days of the kings of Israel and 
the kings of Judah. 23But in the eighteenth 
year of King Josiah this Passover was held 
before the LORD in Jerusalem. 24Moreover 
Josiah put away those who consulted me- 
diums and spiritists, the household gods 
and idols, all the abominations that were 
seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, 
that he might perform the words of *the 
law which were written in the book 'that 
Hilkiah the priest found in the house of 
the LORD. 25™Now before him there was no 
king like him, who turned to the LORD with 
all his heart, with all his soul, and with all 
his might, according to all the Law of Mo- 
ses; nor after him did any arise like him. 


Impending Judgment on Judah 
26Nevertheless the LORD did not turn 
from the fierceness of His great wrath, 
with which His anger was aroused against 
Judah, "because of all the provocations 
with which Manasseh had provoked Him. 
27And the LorD said, “I will also remove 
Judah from My sight, as °I have removed 
Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusa- 
lem which I have chosen, and the house of 
which I said, My name shall be there.’”* 


Josiah Dies in Battle 

28Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and 
all that he did, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah? 299Jn his days Pharaoh Necho king of 
Egypt went to the aid of the king of Assyr- 
ia, to the River Euphrates; and King Josi- 
ah went against him. And Pharaoh Necho 


* 23:19 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text and Targum omit the LORD. 
* 23:27 1 Kings 8:29 


23:18 the prophet... from Samaria. The prophet 
from Samaria was the old prophet of Bethel (1 Kin. 
13:11). Samaria is the name for an entire area, not 
just the city that was later the capital of the northern 
kingdom (1 Kin. 13:32; 16:23-24). After the death of 
the man of God who had denounced Jeroboam’s altar 
at Bethel, the aged prophet of Bethel requested that 
at his death he should be buried in Bethel beside that 
prophet of Judah. 

23:22 Such a Passover. The restoration of religious 
places was part of the revival of spiritual worship. 
Although Hezekiah had held a Passover (2 Chr. 30), he 
had done so with some modification of the law (2 Chr. 
30:13-20). Accordingly, Josiah's meeting of the strict 
requirements of the law (2 Chr. 35:1-19) was truly 
unparalleled since the days of the judges. 

23:25 no king like him. Like his grandfather Heze- 
kiah, who was famed for being without equal in his 
trust of the Lord (18:5), Josiah was truly a righteous 
king. Because of their outstanding examples of god- 
liness, the authors of Kings and Chronicles devote 
considerable space to their reigns. 

23:26-27 Unfaithfulness—The revival under 
Josiah, recorded in chapters 22 and 23, was like a 
stay of execution. It gave Judah some additional time 
but it was too little, too late. The die had been cast in 


Manasseh’s reign as God threatened to wipe out Jeru- 
salem as one wipes a dish (21:13) because Manasseh 
did more evil than the other nations whom the Lord 
had destroyed. In the light of Jeremiah 18:7-8 we 
must assume that Josiah’s people responded only 
externally to God's principles and not from the heart. 
Unfaithfulness was deeply rooted, and professions of 
religion could not change them from the inside. 

23:29 Pharaoh Necho. During the long years of 
Josiah’s reign (640-609 8.c.), Assyrian power had 
steadily crumbled until, as Nahum had predicted, 
Nineveh itself had fallen (612 8.c.). The surviving 
Assyrian forces had regrouped at Haran. Because 
Egypt was a long-standing ally of Assyria, Necho 
journeyed northward to help the beleaguered Assyr- 
ians. Josiah’s deployment of his forces to the valley of 
Megiddo was an attempt to prevent the Egyptians 
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killed him at "Megiddo when he sconfront- 
ed him. 30'Then his servants moved his 
body in a chariot from Megiddo, brought 
him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his 
own tomb. And the people of the land took 
Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, anointed him, 
and made him king in his father’s place. 


The Reign and Captivity 
of Jehoahaz 

3lvJehoahaz was twenty-three years 
old when he became king, and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was “Hamutal the daughter of Jere- 
miah of Libnah. 32And he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
fathers had done. 33Now Pharaoh Necho 
put him in prison xat Riblah in the land of 
Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusa- 
lem; and he imposed on the land a tribute 
of one hundred talents of silver and a tal- 
ent of gold. 34Then YPharaoh Necho made 
Eliakim the son of Josiah king in place of 
his father Josiah, and 2changed his name to 
aJehoiakim. And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz 
band went to Egypt, and he* died there. 


Jehoiakim Reigns in Judah 

35So Jehoiakim gave cthe silver and gold 
to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give 
money according to the command of Pha- 
raoh; he exacted the silver and gold from 
the people of the land, from every one 
according to his assessment, to give it to 
Pharaoh Necho. 36¢Jehoiakim was twenty- 
five years old when he became king, and 
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Zebudah the daughter 
of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37And he did evil in 
the sight of the LORD, according to all that 
his fathers had done. 


Judah Overrun by Enemies 
2 In chis days Nebuchadnezzar king 
of /Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim 


became his vassal for three years. Then 
he turned and rebelled against him. 2-And 
the LORD sent against him raiding bands 
of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands of 
Moabites, and bands of the people of Am- 
mon; He sent them against Judah to de- 
stroy it, 4according to the word of the LORD 
which He had spoken by His servants the 
prophets. 3Surely at the commandment of 
the LorRD this came upon Judah, to remove 
them from His sight ebecause of the sins 
of Manasseh, according to all that he had 
done, 4fand also because of the innocent 
blood that he had shed; for he had filled 
Jerusalem with innocent blood, which the 
LORD would not pardon. 

5Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, 
and all that he did, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of 
Judah? 6*So Jehoiakim rested with his fa- 
thers. Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in 
his place. 

7And "the king of Egypt did not come 
out of his land anymore, for ‘the king of 
Babylon had taken all that belonged to the 
king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt to 
the River Euphrates. 


The Reign and Captivity 


of Jehoiachin 

8iJehoiachin was eighteen years old 
when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem three months. His mother’s 
name was Nehushta the daughter of Elna- 
than of Jerusalem. 9And he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
father had done. 

10k At that time the servants of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came up against 
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 
llAnd Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came against the city, as his servants were 
besieging it. 12/Then Jehoiachin king of 


* 23:34 That is, Jehoahaz 


from aiding the Assyrian forces at Haran. Although 
Pharaoh Necho was delayed sufficiently so that Haran 
was lost to the Assyrians, Josiah’s action ultimately 
cost him his life (2 Chr. 35:20-25). 

23:31 Jehoahaz. Jehoahaz, also called Shallum (Jer. 
22:11), was Josiah’s third son (24:18; 1 Chr. 3:15). 
23:34 went to Egypt, and he died there. The curse 
for Judah's disobedience was beginning to fall (Deut. 
28:64-68). 

23:37 he did evil. Jehoiakim’s short reign was noted 
for its extreme wickedness (2 Chr. 36:5—8). Jeremiah 
depicts him as a despicable monster who took advan- 
tage of his people (Jer. 22:13-14,17), filled the land 
with every sort of vice and violence (Jer. 18:18-20), 
and opposed all that was holy (Jer. 25:1—7). Unlike 
his father Josiah, who led the nation in reformation 
at the hearing of the Word of God (22:11; 23:1-25), 
Jehoiakim went so far as to cut up and burn a scroll 
of Scripture (Jer. 36:21-24) and to kill Urijah, a true 
prophet of God (Jer. 26:20-23). 

24:2 Chaldeans. This name originally applied to 


certain inhabitants of southern Mesopotamia, but by 
this time the term had come to be identified with the 
Babylonians, and Babylonia was called Chaldea. After 
the fall of the Babylonian Empire, the term Chaldean 
came to mean “soothsayer” (Dan. 2:2). 

24:8 Jehoiachin. Because the scriptural description 
of Jehoiachin seems to represent him as a mature 
young man (Jer. 22:24-30; Ezek. 19:6), Jehoiachin’s 
age at accession was probably eighteen rather than 
eight, as given elsewhere in some manuscripts (com- 
pare 2 Chr. 36:9). 
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Judah, his mother, his servants, his princ- 
es, and his officers went out to the king of 
Babylon; and the king of Babylon, ™in the 
eighth year of his reign, took him prisoner. 


The Captivity of Jerusalem 

13nAnd he carried out from there all the 
treasures of the house of the LORD and the 
treasures of the king’s house, and he °cut 
in pieces all the articles of gold which Sol- 
omon king of Israel had made in the temple 
of the LORD, as the LORD had said. Also 
dhe carried into captivity all Jerusalem: 
all the captains and all the mighty men of 
valor, "ten thousand captives, and sall the 
craftsmen and smiths. None remained ex- 
cept ‘the poorest people of the land. /And 
uhe carried Jehoiachin captive to Babylon. 
The king’s mother, the king’s wives, his of- 
ficers, and the mighty of the land he carried 
into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
16vA 1] the valiant men, seven thousand, and 
craftsmen and smiths, one thousand, all 
who were strong and fit for war, these the 
king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 


Zedekiah Reigns in Judah 

17Then the king of Babylon made Mat- 
taniah, *Jehoiachin’s* uncle, king in his 
place, and Ychanged his name to Zedekiah. 

182Z7edekiah was twenty-one years old 
when he became king, and he reigned elev- 
en years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was ¢Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of 
Libnah. !9He also did evil in the sight of 
the LorRD, according to all that Jehoiakim 
had done. 2°For because of the anger of the 
LORD this happened in Jerusalem and Ju- 
dah, that He finally cast them out from His 
presence. °Then Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon. 


The Fall and Captivity of Judah 

y) Now it came to pass 4in the ninth 
year of his reign, in the tenth month, 

on the tenth day of the month, that 
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Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all 
his army came against Jerusalem and en- 
camped against it; and they built a siege 
wall against it all around. 2So the city was 
besieged until the eleventh year of King 
Zedekiah. By the ninth day of the »fourth 
month the famine had become so severe in 
the city that there was no food for the peo- 
ple of the land. 

4Then cthe city wall was broken through, 
and all the men of war fled at night by 
way of the gate between two walls, which 
was by the king’s garden, even though 
the Chaldeans were still encamped all 
around against the city. And ¢the king* 
went by way of the plain.* 5But the army 
of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and 
they overtook him in the plains of Jericho. 
All his army was scattered from him. So 
they took the king and brought him up to 
the king of Babylon eat Riblah, and they 
pronounced judgment on him. 7Then they 
killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, 
fput out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him 
with bronze fetters, and took him to Bab- 
ylon. 

8And in the fifth month, gon the seventh 
day of the month (which was "the nine- 
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon), ‘Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, 
came to Jerusalem. 9/He burned the house 
of the LORD Rand the king’s house; all the 
houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses 
of the great, ‘he burned with fire. And all 
the army of the Chaldeans who were with 
the captain of the guard ™broke down the 
walls of Jerusalem all around. 

UThen Nebuzaradan the captain of the 
guard carried away captive "the rest of 
the people who remained in the city and 
the defectors who had deserted to the king 
of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude. 
12But the captain of the guard °left some 


*24:17 Literally his *25:4 Literally he ¢ Or 
Arabah, that is, the Jordan Valley 


24:12 Jehoiachin. Jehoiakim apparently had died 
before Nebuchadnezzar arrived at Jerusalem, because 
itwas Jehoiachin who was carried off captive with other 
leaders of Judah (such as Ezekiel; Ezek. 1:1). Jeremiah 
called him “Jeconiah” and “Coniah” (Jer. 22:24—28). 
24:14-16 carried. The people of Israel lost their free- 
dom and independence because of their own perpet- 
ually iniquitous ways. To be exiled is to be torn away 
from everything familiar, from everything traditional, 
from all identifiable scenery, and forced to live in a 
place where one has no identity and no roots. The 
people's whole sense of national identity was bound 
to their land, the place God had given them, and to 
be torn from that land was the ultimate evidence that 
God had rejected them. 

24:15 carried Jehoiachin captive. Jehoiachin’s cap- 
tivity was prophesied in Jeremiah 22:24—-27. Jehoia- 
chin’s eventual release is recorded in 25:27-30 and 
Jeremiah 52:31-34. 

24:17 Mattaniah. This was Josiah’s youngest son 


(1 Chr. 3:15). He reigned until the fall of Jerusalem in 
586 B.C. 

25:7 put out the eyes. The last thing Zedekiah saw 
was the reward of his sinful folly—the horrible spec- 
tacle of his own loved ones being put to death. He 
would carry this picture with him until his own death 
in a Babylonian prison (Jer. 52:11). 

25:10 broke down the walls. These walls would lie in 
ruins for a century and a half (Neh. 2:11—6:16). 
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of the poor of the land as vinedressers 
and farmers. }8°The bronze pillars that 
were in the house of the LORD, and ‘the 
carts and sthe bronze Sea that were in the 
house of the LORD, the Chaldeans broke in 
pieces, and ‘carried their bronze to Bab- 
ylon. They also took away “the pots, the 
shovels, the trimmers, the spoons, and all 
the bronze utensils with which the priests 
ministered. The firepans and the basins, 
the things of solid gold and solid silver, the 
captain of the guard took away. !16The two 
pillars, one Sea, and the carts, which Sol- 
omon had made for the house of the LORD, 
vthe bronze of all these articles was beyond 
measure. !7“The height of one pillar was 
eighteen cubits, and the capital on it was of 
bronze. The height of the capital was three 
cubits, and the network and pomegranates 
all around the capital were all of bronze. 
The second pillar was the same, with a 
network. 

18xAnd the captain of the guard took 
ySeraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the 
second priest, and the three doorkeepers. 
19He also took out of the city an officer who 
had charge of the men of war, “five men of 
the king’s close associates who were found 
in the city, the chief recruiting officer of 
the army, who mustered the people of the 
land, and sixty men of the people of the 
land who were found in the city. 29So Nebu- 
zaradan, captain of the guard, took these 
and brought them to the king of Babylon at 
Riblah. 2!Then the king of Babylon struck 
them and put them to death at Riblah in the 
land of Hamath. »Thus Judah was carried 
away captive from its own land. 


Gedaliah Made Governor of Judah 
22Then he made Gedaliah the son of 
cAhikam, the son of Shaphan, governor 
over “the people who remained in the land 
of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 


Babylon had left. 23Now when all the ¢cap- 
tains of the armies, they and their men, 
heard that the king of Babylon had made 
Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah 
at Mizpah—Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, 
Johanan the son of Careah, Seraiah the 
son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and 
Jaazaniah* the son of a Maachathite, they 
and their men. 24And Gedaliah took an 
oath before them and their men, and said 
to them, “Do not be afraid of the servants 
of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and 
serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be 
well with you.” 

25But fit happened in the seventh month 
that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son 
of Elishama, of the royal family, came with 
ten men and struck and killed Gedaliah, 
the Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who 
were with him at Mizpah. 26And all the 
people, small and great, and the captains 
of the armies, arose and went to Egypt; for 
they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 


Jehoiachin Released from Prison 

27hNow it came to pass in the thirty- 
seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on 
the twenty-seventh day of the month, that 
Evil-Merodach* king of Babylon, in the 
year that he began to reign, ‘released Je- 
hoiachin king of Judah from prison. 28He 
spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more 
prominent seat than those of the kings who 
were with him in Babylon. 29So Jehoiachin 
changed from his prison garments, and he 
jate bread regularly before the king all the 
days of his life. 30And as for his provisions, 
there was aregular ration given him by the 
king, a portion for each day, all the days 
of his life. 


* 25:23 Spelled Jezaniah in Jeremiah 40:8 
* 25:27 Literally Man of Marduk 


25:17 three cubits. This may be the height of the 
capitals not including the ornamental work; 1 Kings 
7:16 and Jeremiah 52:22 say five cubits. 

25:18 Seraiah. Although Seraiah was executed 
(v. 21), his son Jehozadak was deported (1 Chr. 
6:15). Through Jehozadak’s line would come Ezra, 
the priest and great reformer, who one day would 
return to Jerusalem and take up Seraiah’s work 
(Ezra 7:1). 

25:22 Gedaliah. Gedaliah’s father Ahikam had sup- 
ported Jeremiah in his struggles with the apostate 
officials of Judah (Ver. 26:24). The prophet Jeremiah 
was allowed to stay and assist Gedaliah in the process 
of reconstruction (Jer. 39:11-14; 40:1-6). 

25:27 Evil-Merodach. This king succeeded Nebu- 
chadnezzar and reigned a short time (561-560 B.c.). 


Tablets from the reign of Nabonidus (555-539 B.C.) 
record the daily rations of Jehoiachin who is called 
“Yaukin, king of the land of Yahud (JJudah).” 

25:28 spoke kindly. Evil-Merodach’s kindness 
toward Jehoiachin brings the books of Kings to an 
end ona ray of hope. Exile was neither the end of Is- 
rael nor of the Davidic line. 
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THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 


CHRONICLES 


> AUTHOR: Tradition in the Jewish Talmud supports Ezra the priest as the author of 
1 Chronicles. The content points to priestly authorship because of the emphasis on 
the temple, the priesthood, and the theocratic line of David in the southern king- 
dom of Judah. Ezra was an educated scribe (Ezra 7:6), and according to the apocry- 
phal book of 2 Maccabees 2:13-15, Nehemiah collected an extensive library which 
was available to Ezra for his use in compiling Chronicles. 

> TIME: c. 1004-971 B.c. > KEY VERSES: 1 Chr. 7:11-14 

> THEME: First Chronicles is largely a retelling of the texts of 1 and 2 Samuel with 
administrative details and the roles that the various tribes and alliances played in 
the events of the nation. We don’t see the family conflict with Michal when the ark 
is brought to Jerusalem or the affair with Bathsheba and its fallout. When it comes 
to succession, all we are told is that David chose Solomon to succeed him. This is a 
primary document of the history of Israel. 


The Family of Adam— 


Seth to Abraham 

Adam,¢>Seth, Enosh, 2Cainan,* Mahala- 

lel, Jared, 3Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, 
4cNoah,* Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

5dThe sons of Japheth were Gomer, Ma- 
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Ti- 
ras. 6The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, 
Diphath,* and Togarmah. 7The sons of 
Javan were Elishah, Tarshishah,* Kittim, 
and Rodanim.* 

8eThe sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, 
Put, and Canaan. 9The sons of Cush were 
Seba, Havilah, Sabta,* Raama,* and Sabte- 
cha. The sons of Raama were Sheba and 
Dedan. !°Cush fbegot Nimrod; he began to 
be a mighty one on the earth. !Mizraim 
begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naph- 
tuhim, !2Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom 
came the Philistines and the #Caphtorim). 
13hCanaan begot Sidon, his firstborn, and 
Heth; “the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the 
Girgashite; 5the Hivite, the Arkite, and the 
Sinite; 16the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and 
the Hamathite. 

17The sons of ‘Shem were Elam, Asshur, 


iArphaxad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, Gether, 
and Meshech.* !8Arphaxad begot Shelah, 
and Shelah begot Eber. 19To Eber were 
born two sons: the name of one was Peleg,* 
for in his days the earth was divided; and 
his brother’s name was Joktan. 29Joktan 
begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, 
Jerah, 241Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 22Ebal,* 
Abimael, Sheba, 283Ophir, Havilah, and 
Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan. 
24IShem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 25™Eber, 
Peleg, Reu, 26Serug, Nahor, Terah, 27and 
nAbram, who is Abraham. 28°The sons of 
Abraham were PIsaac and “Ishmael. 


The Family of Ishmael 

29These are their genealogies: The ‘first- 
born of Ishmael was Nebajoth; then Ke- 
dar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 3°Mishma, Dumah, 


*1:2 Hebrew Qenan * 1:4 Following Masoretic 
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint adds the sons of 
Noah. *1:6 Spelled Riphath in Genesis 10:3 

* 1:7 Spelled Tarshish in Genesis 10:4 ¢ Spelled 
Dodanim in Genesis 10:4 *1:9 Spelled Sabtah 

in Genesis 10:7 * Spelled Raamah in Genesis 10:7 
* 1:17 Spelled Mash in Genesis 10:23 _* 1:19 Liter- 
ally Division * 1:22 Spelled Obal in Genesis 10:28 


1:1 Adam, Seth, Enosh. Including the names of these 
pre-flood people along with the rest of the genealog- 
ical record indicates that the chronicler had no ques- 
tion of their historical identity. 

1:18 Eber. Eber was the ancestor of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. The name Hebrew, a derivative of Eber’s 
name, was applied to the Israelites. 

1:19 the earth was divided. This refers to the divi- 
sion of the earth’s population by the scattering of the 
human race following the judgment of God on the 
tower of Babel. 


1:19Gen. 1:27; 2:7; 5:1, 2,5 & Gen. 4:25, 26; 5:3-9 
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Massa, Hadad,* Tema, 3!Jetur, Naphish, and 
Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael. 


The Family of Keturah 

32Now sthe sons born to Keturah, Abra- 
ham’s concubine, were Zimran, Jokshan, 
Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. The 
sons of Jokshan were Sheba and Dedan. 
33The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, 
Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were 
the children of Keturah. 


The Family of Isaac 

34And tAbraham begot Isaac. “The sons 
of Isaac were Esau and Israel. 35>The sons of 
vEsau were Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jaalam, 
and Korah. 36And the sons of Eliphaz were 
Teman, Omar, Zephi,* Gatam, and Kenaz; 
and by wTimna,* Amalek. 37The sons of 
Reuel were Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and 
Mizzah. 


The Family of Seir 

38xThe sons of Seir were Lotan, Shobal, 
Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. 
398And the sons of Lotan were Hori and 
Homam; Lotan’s sister was Timna. 4°The 
sons of Shobal were Alian,* Manahath, 
Ebal, Shephi,* and Onam. The sons of 
Zibeon were Ajah and Anah. 4!The son 
of Anah was YDishon. The sons of Dishon 
were Hamran,* Eshban, Ithran, and Che- 
ran. 42The sons of Ezer were Bilhan, Zaa- 
van, and Jaakan.* The sons of Dishan were 
Uz and Aran. 


The Kings of Edom 

43Now these were the zkings who 
reigned in the land of Edom before a king 
reigned over the children of Israel: Bela 
the son of Beor, and the name of his city 
was Dinhabah. 44And when Bela died, 
Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned 
in his place. 45When Jobab died, Husham 
of the land of the Temanites reigned in his 
place. 44And when Husham died, Hadad 
the son of Bedad, who attacked Midian in 
the field of Moab, reigned in his place. The 
name of his city was Avith. 47When Hadad 


died, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his 
place. 48¢4And when Samlah died, Saul 
of Rehoboth-by-the-River reigned in his 
place. 49When Saul died, Baal-Hanan the 
son of Achbor reigned in his place. 5%And 
when Baal-Hanan died, Hadad* reigned in 
his place; and the name of his city was Pai.* 
His wife’s name was Mehetabel the daugh- 
ter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 
51Hadad died also. And the chiefs of Edom 
were Chief Timnah, Chief Aliah,* Chief 
Jetheth, 52Chief Aholibamah, Chief Elah, 
Chief Pinon, *3Chief Kenaz, Chief Teman, 
Chief Mibzar, 54Chief Magdiel, and Chief 
Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom. 


The Family of Israel 
These were the ¢sons of Israel: PReuben, 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, 
2Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, 
and Asher. 


From Judah to David 

3The sons of ¢Judah were Er, Onan, and 
Shelah. These three were born to him by 
the daughter of 4Shua, the Canaanitess. 
eEr, the firstborn of Judah, was wicked 
in the sight of the LORD; so He killed him. 
4And fTamar, his daughter-in-law, *bore 
him Perez and Zerah. All the sons of Ju- 
dah were five. 

5The sons of "Perez were Hezron and 
Hamul. 6The sons of Zerah were Zimri, 
‘Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara—five of 
them in all. 

7The son of jCarmi was Achar,* the trou- 
bler of Israel, who transgressed in the ®ac- 
cursed thing. 

8The son of Ethan was Azariah. 

SAlso the sons of Hezron who were 


* 1:30 Spelled Hadar in Genesis 25:15 

* 1:36 Spelled Zepho in Genesis 36:11 * Com- 
pare Genesis 36:12 *1:40 Spelled Alvan in 
Genesis 36:23 ¢ Spelled Shepho in Genesis 

* 1:41 Spelled Hemdan in Genesis 

* 1:42 Spelled Akan in Genesis 36:27 

* 1:50 Spelled Hadar in Genesis 36:39 ¢ Spelled 
Pau in Genesis 36:39 * 1:51 Spelled Alvah in 
Genesis 36:40 *2:7 Spelled Achan in Joshua 7:1 
and elsewhere 


1:36 Timna. Timna was Eliphaz’s concubine (Gen. 
36:12). Her son Amalek was the founder of the Ama- 
ekites, a people that became one of Israel’s most per- 
sistent enemies (Ex. 17:3-16; Deut. 25:17-19; 1 Sam. 
15:1-3). 

1:38 Seir. Seir was the patriarchal name of the pre- 
Edomite population in the region east and south 
of the Dead Sea (Gen. 36:20-30). Lotan. Lotan was 
Timna’s brother, and Timna was the concubine of 
Esau’s son. This is how the people of Seir and the 
descendants of Esau were related, and together 
these two people groups became the kingdom of 
Edom. 

1:43 the kings .. . of Edom. Although the kings of 
Edom ruled in succession, they were not part of a 
dynasty. Apparently Edom did not have a capital, and 
its kings ruled from their own cities. 


1:51 chiefs. The word “chiefs” usually referred to mil- 
itary leaders (Gen. 36:40-43). 

2:1-55 Family—The Hebrew nation, descended 
through Abraham, kept one of the most carefully 
preserved family records of all time. To be associated 
with the family of Israel was to be identified with the 
God of Israel, and the history of this people is closely 
associated with the things that God taught each of 
these ancestors. 
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born to him were Jerahmeel, Ram, and 
Chelubai.* }©Ram 'begot Amminadab, and 
Amminadab begot Nahshon, “leader of the 
children of Judah; 4Nahshon begot Sal- 
ma,* and Salma begot Boaz; !2Boaz begot 
Obed, and Obed begot Jesse; 13"Jesse begot 
Eliab his firstborn, Abinadab the second, 
Shimea* the third, 4Nethanel the fourth, 
Raddai the fifth, 5Ozem the sixth, and Da- 
vid the °seventh. 

16Now their sisters were Zeruiah and 
Abigail. PAnd the sons of Zeruiah were 
Abishai, Joab, and Asahel—three. !7Abi- 
gail bore Amasa; and the father of Amasa 
was Jether the Ishmaelite.* 


The Family of Hezron 

18Caleb the son of Hezron had children 
by Azubah, his wife, and by Jerioth. Now 
these were her sons: Jesher, Shobab, and 
Ardon. !18When Azubah died, Caleb took 
aEphrath* as his wife, who bore him Hur. 
20And Hur begot Uri, and Uri begot "Beza- 
lel. 

21INow afterward Hezron went in to the 
daughter of sMachir the father of Gilead, 
whom he married when he was sixty years 
old; and she bore him Segub. 22Segub be- 
got ‘Jair, who had twenty-three cities in 
the land of Gilead. 234(Geshur and Syria 
took from them the towns of Jair, with Ke- 
nath and its towns—sixty towns.) All these 
belonged to the sons of Machir the father 
of Gilead. 24After Hezron died in Caleb 
Ephrathah, Hezron’s wife Abijah bore him 
vAshhur the father of Tekoa. 


The Family of Jerahmeel 

25The sons of Jerahmeel, the firstborn of 
Hezron, were Ram, the firstborn, and Bu- 
nah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah. 26Jerahmeel 
had another wife, whose name was Atarah; 
she was the mother of Onam. 27The sons 
of Ram, the firstborn of Jerahmeel, were 
Maaz, Jamin, and Eker. 28The sons of 
Onam were Shammai and Jada. The sons 
of Shammai were Nadab and Abishur. 

29And the name of the wife of Abishur 
was Abihail, and she bore him Ahban and 
Molid. 3°The sons of Nadab were Seled 
and Appaim; Seled died without children. 
31The son of Appaim was Ishi, the son of 
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Ishi was Sheshan, and ’Sheshan’s son was 
Ahlai. 32The sons of Jada, the brother of 
Shammai, were Jether and Jonathan; Je- 
ther died without children. 33The sons of 
Jonathan were Peleth and Zaza. These 
were the sons of Jerahmeel. 

34Now Sheshan had no sons, only 
daughters. And Sheshan had an Egyptian 
servant whose name was Jarha. 35Sheshan 
gave his daughter to Jarha his servant as 
wife, and she bore him Attai. 36Attai be- 
got Nathan, and Nathan begot *Zabad; 
37Zabad begot Ephlal, and Ephlal begot 
yObed; 38Obed begot Jehu, and Jehu begot 
Azariah; 39Azariah begot Helez, and Helez 
begot Eleasah; 4°Eleasah begot Sismai, and 
Sismai begot Shallum; 4!Shallum begot 
Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begot Elishama. 


The Family of Caleb 

42The descendants of Caleb the brother 
of Jerahmeel were Mesha, his firstborn, 
who was the father of Ziph, and the sons of 
Mareshah the father of Hebron. 43The sons 
of Hebron were Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, 
and Shema. 44Shema begot Raham the fa- 
ther of Jorkoam, and Rekem begot Sham- 
mai. #And the son of Shammai was Maon, 
and Maon was the father of Beth Zur. 

46Fphah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Ha- 
ran, Moza, and Gazez; and Haran begot 
Gazez. 47And the sons of Jahdai were Re- 
gem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and 
Shaaph. 

48Maachah, Caleb’s concubine, bore 
Sheber and Tirhanah. 49She also bore 
Shaaph the father of Madmannah, Sheva 
the father of Machbenah and the father 
of Gibea. And the daughter of Caleb was 
zAchsah. 

50These were the descendants of Caleb: 
The sons of «Hur, the firstborn of Ephra- 
thah, were Shobal the father of >Kirjath 
Jearim, 5!Salma the father of Bethlehem, 
and Hareph the father of Beth Gader. 

52And Shobal the father of Kirjath 
Jearim had descendants: Haroeh, and half 


*2:9 Spelled Caleb in 2:18, 42 
Salmon in Ruth 4:21 and Luke 3:32 


* 2:11 Spelled 

* 2:13 Spelled 
Shammah in 1 Samuel 16:9 and elsewhere 

*2:17 Compare 2 Samuel 17:25 * 2:19 Spelled 
Ephrathah elsewhere 


2:10 Nahshon. This genealogy is selective, focusing 
on the members important to the lineage of David. 
Nahshon was head of the tribe of Judah at the time 
of the wilderness march from Sinai to Kadesh Barnea 
(Num. 1:7; 2:3; 7:12). He was more than five genera- 
tions removed from Judah. 

2:16 sisters. Sisters are not usually mentioned in 
ancient genealogies. However this genealogy pays 
particular attention to the family of David, and as his 
sister's sons were important members of his military 
units, the sisters are listed. 

2:18 Caleb. This Caleb is not the famous companion 
of Joshua (Num. 13:6; Josh. 14:6—7), who lived several 
centuries later during the conquest of Canaan. 


2:51 father of Bethlehem. The chronicler recorded 
Caleb's genealogy because of the significance of 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of King David. One of 
Caleb’s descendants, Salma, was the founder of Beth- 
ehem. 
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of the families of Manuhoth.* 53The fami- 
lies of Kirjath Jearim were the Ithrites, the 
Puthites, the Shumathites, and the Mish- 
raites. From these came the Zorathites and 
the Eshtaolites. 

54The sons of Salma were Bethlehem, 
the Netophathites, Atroth Beth Joab, half 
of the Manahethites, and the Zorites. 

55And the families of the scribes who 
dwelt at Jabez were the Tirathites, the 
Shimeathites, and the Suchathites. These 
were the cKenites who came from Ham- 
math, the father of the house of ¢Rechab. 


The Family of David 

Now these were the sons of David who 

were born to him in Hebron: The first- 
born was «Amnon, by ’Ahinoam the ¢Jez- 
reelitess; the second, Daniel,* by ¢Abigail 
the Carmelitess; 2the third, eAbsalom the 
son of Maacah, the daughter of Talmai, king 
of Geshur; the fourth, fAdonijah the son of 
Haggith; 3the fifth, Shephatiah, by Abi- 
tal; the sixth, Ithream, by his wife ¢Eglah. 

4These six were born to him in He- 
bron. "There he reigned seven years and 
six months, and ‘in Jerusalem he reigned 
thirty-three years. ¥And these were born 
to him in Jerusalem: Shimea,* Shobab, 
Nathan, and *Solomon—four by Bath- 
shua* the daughter of Ammiel.* 6Also there 
were Ibhar, Elishama,* Eliphelet,* 7Nogah, 
Nepheg, Japhia, 8Elishama, Eliada,* and 
Eliphelet—'nine in all. 9These were all the 
sons of David, besides the sons of the con- 
cubines, and "Tamar their sister. 


The Family of Solomon 

10Solomon’s son was "Rehoboam; Abi- 
jah* was his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat 
his son, !!Joram* his son, Ahaziah his son, 
Joash* his son, 12Amaziah his son, Aza- 
riah* his son, Jotham his son, 8Ahaz his 
son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son, 
4Amon his son, and Josiah his son. }5The 
sons of Josiah were Johanan the firstborn, 
the second Jehoiakim, the third Zede- 
kiah, and the fourth Shallum.* 16The sons 


of °“Jehoiakim were Jeconiah his son and 
Zedekiah* his son. 


The Family of Jeconiah 

17And the sons of Jeconiah* were As- 
sir,* Shealtiel Phis son, 8and Malchiram, 
Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jecamiah, Hosha- 
ma, and Nedabiah. !8The sons of Pedaiah 
were Zerubbabel and Shimei. The sons of 
Zerubbabel were Meshullam, Hananiah, 
Shelomith their sister, 20and Hashubah, 
Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushab- 
Hesed—five in all. 

21The sons of Hananiah were Pelatiah 
and Jeshaiah, the sons of Rephaiah, the 
sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, and the 
sons of Shechaniah. 22The son of Shecha- 
niah was Shemaiah. The sons of Shemaiah 
were 4Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and 
Shaphat—six in all. 23The sons of Neariah 
were Elioenai, Hezekiah, and Azrikam— 
three in all. 24The sons of Elioenai were 
Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Jo- 
hanan, Delaiah, and Anani—seven in all. 


The Family of Judah 

The sons of Judah were “Perez, Hezron, 

Carmi, Hur, and Shobal. 2And Reaiah 
the son of Shobal begot Jahath, and Jahath 
begot Ahumai and Lahad. These were the 
families of the Zorathites. 3These were the 
sons of the father of Etam: Jezreel, Ishma, 
and Idbash; and the name of their sister 
was Hazelelponi; 4and Penuel was the fa- 
ther of Gedor, and Ezer was the father of 
Hushah. 


* 2:52 Same as the Manahethites, verse 54 

* 3:1 Called Chileab in 2 Samuel 3:3 *3:5 Spelled 
Shammua in 14:4 and 2 Samuel 5:14 ¢ Spelled 
Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11:3 ¢ Called Eliamin 

2 Samuel 11:3 *3:6 Spelled Elishua in 14:5 

and 2 Samuel 5:15 ¢ Spelled Elpelet in 14:5 

* 3:8 Spelled Beeliadain 14:7 *3:10 Spelled 
Abijam in 1 Kings 15:1 *3:11 Spelled Jehoram 
in 2 Kings 1:17 and 8:16 © Spelled Jehoash in 

2 Kings 12:1 *3:12 Called Uzziah in Isaiah 

6:1 *3:15 Called Jehoahaz in 2 Kings 23:31 

* 3:16 Compare 2 Kings 24:17 _*3:17 Also called 
Coniah in Jeremiah 22:24 and Jehoiachin in 

2 Kings 24:8 ¢ Or Jeconiah the captive were 


3:1-5 sons of David. The fact that David had six 
sons by six wives in Hebron does not condone polyg- 
amy. David had apparently followed the custom 
of marrying the daughters of neighboring kings 
to create allies, in spite of the warning Moses gave 
for the kings to avoid accumulating many wives 
(Deut. 17:17). Jesus refers back to creation when 
He addresses the concept of single partners for life 
(Matt. 19:1-12), so it is clear that even though some 
polygamy was practiced, it has never been God's 
plan for marriage. 

3:19 Pedaiah. Zerubbabel here is designated as a 
son of Pedaiah, but elsewhere (Ezra 3:2,8; 5:2; Neh. 
12:1; Hag. 1:12,14; 2:2,23) as a son of Pedaiah’s brother 
Salathiel (v. 17). It is likely that Salathiel had died while 
Zerubbabel was young, and that the youth was raised 
by his uncle Pedaiah. This relationship may explain 
Luke’s statement that Zerubbabel was “the son of 


Salathiel” (Luke 3:27), who was a descendant of David 
through his son Nathan. 

4:1 sons of Judah. The chronicler here refers to other 
persons and events relative to Judah’s genealogy 
(2:3-17). In the list in this verse Perez is Judah's son, 
Hezron is his grandson, Carmi his nephew, Hur the 
grandson of Hezron, and Shobal the grandson of Hur. 
4:4 Ephrathah. Ephrathah is the wife of the early 
Caleb (2:19) and the mother of Hur, whose son 
Salma was the “father of Bethlehem.” The names of 
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8:2 4:1°Gen. 38:29; 46:12 


These were the sons of >Hur, the first- 
born of Ephrathah the father of Bethlehem. 

5And ¢Ashhur the father of Tekoa had 
two wives, Helah and Naarah. 6Naarah 
bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and 
Haahashtari. These were the sons of Na- 
arah. 7The sons of Helah were Zereth, 
Zohar, and Ethnan; 8and Koz begot Anub, 
Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the 
son of Harum. 

§SNow Jabez was 4more honorable than 
his brothers, and his mother called his 
name Jabez,* saying, “Because I bore him 
in pain.” !0And Jabez called on the God of 
Israel saying, “Oh, that You would bless 
me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that 
Your hand would be with me, and that You 
would keep me from evil, that I may not 
cause pain!” So God granted him what he 
requested. 

UChelub the brother of eShuhah begot 
Mehir, who was the father of Eshton. !2And 
Eshton begot Beth-Rapha, Paseah, and Te- 
hinnah the father of Ir-Nahash. These were 
the men of Rechah. 

13The sons of Kenaz were fOthniel 
and Seraiah. The sons of Othniel were 
Hathath,* 44and Meonothai who begot 
Ophrah. Seraiah begot Joab the father of 
Ge Harashim,* for they were craftsmen. 
The sons of "Caleb the son of Jephun- 
neh were Iru, Elah, and Naam. The son 
of Elah was Kenaz. !6The sons of Jehal- 
lelel were Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel. 
17The sons of Ezrah were Jether, Mered, 
Epher, and Jalon. And Mered’s wife* bore 
Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father 
of Eshtemoa. 18(His wife Jehudijah* bore 
Jered the father of Gedor, Heber the father 
of Sochoh, and Jekuthiel the father of Za- 
noah.) And these were the sons of Bithiah 
the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered 
took. 

19The sons of Hodiah’s wife, the sister of 
Naham, were the fathers of Keilah the Gar- 
mite and of Eshtemoa the ‘Maachathite. 
20And the sons of Shimon were Amnon, 
Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, and Tilon. And the 
sons of Ishi were Zoheth and Ben-Zoheth. 

21The sons of iShelah *the son of Judah 
were Er the father of Lecah, Laadah the 
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father of Mareshah, and the families of the 
house of the linen workers of the house of 
Ashbea; 22also Jokim, the men of Choze- 
ba, and Joash; Saraph, who ruled in Moab, 
and Jashubi-Lehem. Now the records are 
ancient. 23These were the potters and those 
who dwell at Netaim* and Gederah;* there 
they dwelt with the king for his work. 


The Family of Simeon 

24The 'sons of Simeon were Nemuel, Ja- 
min, Jarib,* Zerah,* and Shaul, 25Shallum 
his son, Mibsam his son, and Mishma his 
son. 26And the sons of Mishma were Ham- 
uel his son, Zacchur his son, and Shimei 
his son. 27Shimei had sixteen sons and six 
daughters; but his brothers did not have 
many children, “nor did any of their fam- 
ilies multiply as much as the children of 
Judah. 

28They dwelt at Beersheba, Moladah, Ha- 
zar Shual, 29Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, ?°Bethuel, 
Hormah, Ziklag, 31Beth Marcaboth, Hazar 
Susim, Beth Biri, and at Shaaraim. These 
were their cities until the reign of David. 
32And their villages were Etam, Ain, Rim- 
mon, Tochen, and Ashan—five cities— 
33and all the villages that were around 
these cities as far as Baal.* These were 
their dwelling places, and they maintained 
their genealogy: 34Meshobab, Jamlech, and 
Joshah the son of Amaziah; 35Joel, and Jehu 
the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah, the 
son of Asiel; 36Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jesho- 
haiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, and Benaiah; 
37Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, 
the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the 
son of Shemaiah— 38these mentioned by 
name were leaders in their families, and 
their father’s house increased greatly. 

39So they went to the entrance of Gedor, 
as far as the east side of the valley, to seek 
pasture for their flocks. 4°And they found 
rich, good pasture, and the land was broad, 


*4:9 Literally He Will Cause Pain *4:13 Septua- 
gint and Vulgate add and Meonothai. *4:14 Lit- 
erally Valley of Craftsmen * 4:17 Literally 

she *4:18 Or His Judean wife * 4:23 Literally 
Plants ¢ Literally Hedges *4:24 Called Jachin 
in Genesis 46:10 * Called Zohar in Genesis 46:10 
* 4:33 Or Baalath Beer (compare Joshua 19:8) 


Bethlehem and Ephrath are closely connected (Gen. 
35:19; Ruth 4:11), and the birthplace of the anticipated 
Messiah is called Bethlehem Ephrathah (Mic. 5:2). 
4:9-10 Providence—This passage does not say 
why or how Jabez was more honorable than his 
brothers. At the least, he recognized that God is the 
source of all blessings, and Jabez asked God to bless 
him. James said that we have not because we ask not 
(James 4:2—3), and then goes on to address the issue 
of selfish motives in prayer. Paul encourages believers 
not to be anxious, but to make our requests to God, 
with prayer and thanksgiving (Phil. 4:6). It is clear that 
it is right to ask God for the things that we believe are 
good, to thank Him for them, and to keep in mind that 
we can trust Him to meet all of our needs. 


4:15 Caleb. This is the Caleb who was the friend and 
colleague of Joshua (Josh. 14:6-7). 

4:21 Er. The fact the Shelah named his son “Er” indi- 
cates that he followed the levirate custom of raising 
up a child in the name of a deceased brother (Gen. 
38:6-11). 

4:24 Simeon. The tribe of Simeon had no land allot- 
ted to them (Josh. 19:1-9) because they were a small 
tribe. They settled in the territory of Judah. 
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quiet, and peaceful; for some Hamites for- 
merly lived there. 

41These recorded by name came in the 
days of Hezekiah king of Judah; and they 
nattacked their tents and the Meunites who 
were found there, and cutterly destroyed 
them, as it is to this day. So they dwelt in 
their place, because there was pasture for 
their flocks there. 42Now some of them, five 
hundred men of the sons of Simeon, went 
to Mount Seir, having as their captains Pe- 
latiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the 
sons of Ishi. 48And they defeated »the rest 
of the Amalekites who had escaped. They 
have dwelt there to this day. 


The Family of Reuben 

Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn 

of Israel—*he was indeed the firstborn, 
but because he #defiled his father’s bed, 
chis birthright was given to the sons of Jo- 
seph, the son of Israel, so that the genealo- 
gy is not listed according to the birthright; 
2yet 4Judah prevailed over his brothers, 
and from him came a ruler, although the 
birthright was Joseph’s— the sons of fReu- 
ben the firstborn of Israel were Hanoch, 
Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 

4The sons of Joel were Shemaiah his 
son, Gog his son, Shimei his son, 5Micah 
his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, and 
Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-Pileser* 
king of Assyria %carried into captivity. 
He was leader of the Reubenites. 7And his 
brethren by their families, "when the gene- 
alogy of their generations was registered: 
the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8and Bela 
the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son 
of Joel, who dwelt in ‘Aroer, as far as Nebo 
and Baal Meon. 9Eastward they settled as 
far as the entrance of the wilderness this 
side of the River Euphrates, because their 
cattle had multiplied jin the land of Gilead. 

10Now in the days of Saul they made war 
kwith the Hagrites, who fell by their hand; 
and they dwelt in their tents throughout the 
entire area east of Gilead. 


The Family of Gad 

And the !children of Gad dwelt next 
to them in the land of ™Bashan as far as 
nSalcah: !2Joel was the chief, Shapham the 
next, then Jaanai and Shaphat in Bashan, 


Band their brethren of their father’s house: 
Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jachan, 
Zia, and Eber—seven in all. 4These were 
the children of Abihail the son of Huri, the 
son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of 
Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jah- 
do, the son of Buz; 5Ahi the son of Abdiel, 
the son of Guni, was chief of their father’s 
house. !6And the Gadites dwelt in Gilead, 
in Bashan and in its villages, and in all the 
common-lands of °Sharon within their bor- 
ders. 17All these were registered by geneal- 
ogies in the days of »Jotham king of Judah, 
and in the days of “Jeroboam king of Israel. 

18The sons of Reuben, the Gadites, and 
half the tribe of Manasseh had forty-four 
thousand seven hundred and sixty valiant 
men, men able to bear shield and sword, 
to shoot with the bow, and skillful in war, 
who went to war. 18They made war with 
the Hagrites, "Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab. 
20And sthey were helped against them, 
and the Hagrites were delivered into their 
hand, and all who were with them, for 
they tcried out to God in the battle. He 
heeded their prayer, because they vput 
their trust in Him. 2!Then they took away 
their livestock—fifty thousand of their 
camels, two hundred and fifty thousand 
of their sheep, and two thousand of their 
donkeys—also one hundred thousand of 
their men; 22for many fell dead, because 
the war vwas God's. And they dwelt in their 
place until “the captivity. 


The Family of Manasseh (East) 

23So the children of the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh dwelt in the land. Their numbers in- 
creased from Bashan to Baal Hermon, that 
is, to xSenir, or Mount Hermon. 24These 
were the heads of their fathers’ houses: 
Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hoda- 
viah, and Jahdiel. They were mighty men 
of valor, famous men, and heads of their 
fathers’ houses. 

25And they were unfaithful to the God of 
their fathers, and Yplayed the harlot after 
the gods of the peoples of the land, whom 
God had destroyed before them. 26So the 
God of Israel stirred up the spirit of 7Pul 
king of Assyria, that is, “Tiglath-Pileser* 


*5:6 Hebrew Tilgath-Pilneser *5:26 Hebrew 


Tilgath-Pilneser 


5:9 entrance ... the River Euphrates. The Reu- 
benites had pushed east into the wilderness, so 
they were the first to be deported by the Assyrians 
(v. 6). 

5:25 Unbelief—In marriage, adultery is the ultimate 
breach of trust, breaking a solemn promise of faith- 
fulness and commitment. These tribes of Israel acted 
just like adulterers when they chose idols instead of 
the living God. Like a prostitute who has chosen cru- 
dity, vulgarity, and cheap finery instead of the steady 
faithful love and fine clothing from her husband, so 
Israel had believed a lie and abandoned their cov- 
enant with the living God. 


5:26 Tiglath Pileser. The famous king Tiglath Pileser, 
who reigned around 745-727 B.c., has gone down in 
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king of Assyria. He carried the Reubenites, 
the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
into captivity. He took them to Halah, Ha- 
bor, Hara, and the river of Gozan to this day. 


The Family of Levi 

The sons of Levi were «Gershon, Ko- 

hath, and Merari. 2The sons of Kohath 
were Amram, »Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 
3The children of Amram were Aaron, Mo- 
ses, and Miriam. And the sons of Aaron 
were ©Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 
4Fleazar begot Phinehas, and Phinehas 
begot Abishua; >Abishua begot Bukki, and 
Bukki begot Uzzi; *Uzzi begot Zerahiah, 
and Zerahiah begot Meraioth; 7Meraioth 
begot Amariah, and Amariah begot 
Ahitub; 8¢Ahitub begot ¢Zadok, and Zadok 
begot Ahimaaz; 9Ahimaaz begot Azariah, 
and Azariah begot Johanan; !Johanan 
begot Azariah (it was he fwho ministered 
as priest in the temple that Solomon built 
in Jerusalem); "hAzariah begot ‘Amari- 
ah, and Amariah begot Ahitub; !2Ahitub 
begot Zadok, and Zadok begot Shallum; 
BShallum begot Hilkiah, and Hilkiah be- 
got Azariah; !4Azariah begot iSeraiah, and 
Seraiah begot Jehozadak. Jehozadak 
went into captivity ?when the LORD car- 
ried Judah and Jerusalem into captivity by 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar. 

16The sons of Levi were 'Gershon,* Ko- 
hath, and Merari. !7These are the names 
of the sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei. 
18The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, 
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Hebron, and Uzziel. !8The sons of Merari 
were Mahli and Mushi. Now these are the 
families of the Levites according to their 
fathers: 20Of Gershon were Libni his son, 
Jahath his son, ™"Zimmah his son, 2!Joah 
his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, and 
Jeatherai his son. 22The sons of Kohath 
were Amminadab his son, "Korah his son, 
Assir his son, 23Elkanah his son, Ebiasaph 
his son, Assir his son, 24Tahath his son, 
Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his 
son. 25The sons of Elkanah were -Amasai 
and Ahimoth. 26As for Elkanah,* the sons 
of Elkanah were Zophai* his son, Nahath* 
his son, 27Eliab* his son, Jeroham his son, 
and Elkanah his son. 28The sons of Samu- 
el were Joel* the firstborn, and Abijah the 
second.* 29The sons of Merari were Mahli, 
Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzzah his 
son, 30Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, 
and Asaiah his son. 


Musicians in the House of the LorD 
31Now these are Pthe men whom David 
appointed over the service of song in the 
house of the LORD, after the ¢ark came to 
rest. 32They were ministering with music be- 
fore the dwelling place of the tabernacle of 


*6:16 Hebrew Gershom (alternate spelling 

of Gershon, as in verses 1, 17, 20, 43, 62, and 

71) *6:26 Compare verse 35 ¢ Spelled Zuph 

in verse 35 and 1 Samuel 1:1 * Compare verse 

34 6:27 Compare verse 34 *6:28 Following 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic (compare verse 33 
and 1 Samuel 8:2) * Hebrew Vasheni 


Assyrian annals as one of the most powerful rulers of 
the neo-Assyrian period (v. 6). 

6:1-60 Family—Families are usually marked by cer- 
tain traits or characteristics. Because the Levites were 
the designated priests, they had a special responsibil- 
ity to have a reputation for uprightness and faithful- 
ness, but all Israelites were a representation of God to 
the nations around them. If we are a part of the family 
of God, we should ask ourselves if we look like God. 
When people see us, do they see His characteristics? 
6:1 Levi. All religious personnel involved in taber- 
nacle or temple ministry had to be members of the 
tribe of Levi. Aaron himself was a Levite, and from the 
beginning of the priesthood his descendants were 
designated as the only ones who could serve as high 
priests (6:16-25; Ex. 28:1). 

6:2-4 Kohath. This son of Levi was the one to whom 
the office of priest became exclusively connected. 
Every priest had to be a Levite, but not every Le- 
vite could become a priest. The high priests were 
descended from Aaron, Kohath’s grandson. Eleazar. 
Beginning with Eleazar, the genealogy traces the line 
of high priests through Jehozadak, the priest who 
went into Babylonian exile with his people (v. 15). 
Ithamar. Another line of high priests began with 
Ithamar, including such persons as Eli, Ahimelech, 
and Abiathar. In the days of David the priestly service 
was divided between the Eleazar and the Ithamar 
priests. Solomon rejected the Ithamar priesthood, 
and accepted only the priests descended from Elea- 
Zar (1 Kin. 2:26-27). From Eleazar to Jehozadak, there 
were at least 22 high priests in unbroken succession. 


6:8 Zadok. This priest, not the same person as the 
Zadok of verse 12, was the one selected by David to 
serve along with Ahimelech the son of Abiathar as 
high priest (2 Sam. 8:17). 

6:14 Jehozadak. The last priest in the list was carried 
into Babylon (v. 15). He was the father of Joshua, the 
priest who returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel 
to rebuild the temple and reestablish the Jewish 
community (Hag. 1:12,14). 

6:17 Gershon. The purpose of this genealogy is to list 
the principal offspring of the sons of Levi who were 
not priests, but servants in the temple. 

6:22 Amminadab. Amminadab is another name for 
Ishar (v. 18) who otherwise appears as the father of 
Korah (6:37-38; Ex. 6:21; Num. 16:1). 

6:28 Samuel. Samuel's ancestors were described as 
Ephraimites (1 Sam. 1:1). Although Samuel was an 
Ephraimite because he lived in a city in the tribal terri- 
tory of Ephraim, this genealogy makes it clear that he 
was a Levite. Levites lived in their own cities among 
all the tribes, because they did not receive a land 
inheritance. As a Levite, he could be trained under Eli 
1 Sam. 2:11), and later officiate at public services that 
included sacrifices (1 Sam. 9:13; 10:8). 
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meeting, until Solomon had built the house 
of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they served 
in their office according to their order. 

33 And these are the ones who ministered 
with their sons: Of the sons of the "Kohath- 
ites were Heman the singer, the son of Joel, 
the son of Samuel, 34the son of Elkanah, 
the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel,* the 
son of Toah,* *5the son of Zuph, the son 
of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of 
Amasai, 36the son of Elkanah, the son of 
Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zeph- 
aniah, 37the son of Tahath, the son of As- 
sir, the son of sEbiasaph, the son of Korah, 
38the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the 
son of Levi, the son of Israel. 38And his 
brother tAsaph, who stood at his right 
hand, was Asaph the son of Berachiah, 
the son of Shimea, 4°the son of Michael, 
the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchijah, 
4Ithe son of “Ethni, the son of Zerah, the 
son of Adaiah, 42the son of Ethan, the son 
of Zimmah, the son of Shimei, 43the son of 
Jahath, the son of Gershon, the son of Levi. 

4Their brethren, the sons of Merari, on 
the left hand, were Ethan the son of Kishi, 
the son of Abdi, the son of Malluch, the 
son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the 
son of Hilkiah, 46the son of Amzi, the son of 
Bani, the son of Shamer, 47the son of Mahli, 
the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son 
of Levi. 

48And their brethren, the Levites, were 
appointed to every vkind of service of the 
tabernacle of the house of God. 


The Family of Aaron 

49wBut Aaron and his sons offered sacri- 
fices xon the altar of burnt offering and Yon 
the altar of incense, for all the work of the 
Most Holy Place, and to make atonement 
for Israel, according to all that Moses the 
servant of God had commanded. »9Now 
these are the Zsons of Aaron: Eleazar his 
son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son, 
51Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his 
son, 52Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, 
Ahitub his son, ®3Zadok his son, and Ahi- 
maaz his son. 


Dwelling Places of the Levites 
54aNow these are their dwelling plac- 
es throughout their settlements in their 


territory, for they were given by lot to the 
sons of Aaron, of the family of the Kohath- 
ites: 55>They gave them Hebron in the land 
of Judah, with its surrounding common- 
lands. 56¢But the fields of the city and its 
villages they gave to Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh. 57And ¢to the sons of Aaron they 
gave one of the cities of refuge, Hebron; 
also Libnah with its common-lands, Jattir, 
Eshtemoa with its common-lands, 58Hilen* 
with its common-lands, Debir with its 
common-lands, *8Ashan* with its common- 
lands, and Beth Shemesh with its common- 
lands. 69And from the tribe of Benjamin: 
Geba with its common-lands, Alemeth* 
with its common-lands, and Anathoth with 
its common-lands. All their cities among 
their families were thirteen. 

6leTo the rest of the family of the tribe 
of the Kohathites they gave ‘by lot ten cit- 
ies from half the tribe of Manasseh. 62And 
to the sons of Gershon, throughout their 
families, they gave thirteen cities from the 
tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, 
from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the 
tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. §3To the sons 
of Merari, throughout their families, they 
gave &twelve cities from the tribe of Reu- 
ben, from the tribe of Gad, and from the 
tribe of Zebulun. 64So the children of Israel 
gave these cities with their common-lands 
to the Levites. 6And they gave by lot from 
the tribe of the children of Judah, from the 
tribe of the children of Simeon, and from 
the tribe of the children of Benjamin these 
cities which are called by their names. 

66Now "some of the families of the sons of 
Kohath were given cities as their territory 
from the tribe of Ephraim. 67/And they gave 
them one of the cities of refuge, Shechem 
with its common-lands, in the mountains 
of Ephraim, also Gezer with its common- 
lands, 68 Jokmeam with its common-lands, 
Beth Horon with its common-lands, 69Ai- 
jalon with its common-lands, and Gath 
Rimmon with its common-lands. And 
from the half-tribe of Manasseh: Aner 
with its common-lands and Bileam with its 


*6:34 Spelled Elihu in 1 Samuel 1:1 ¢ Spelled 
Tohuin 1 Samuel 1:1 _*6:58 Spelled Holon in 
Joshua 21:15 *6:59 Spelled Ain in Joshua 21:16 
*6:60 Spelled Almon in Joshua 21:18 


6:57 Hebron. The law specified that if a person killed 
another unintentionally he could find sanctuary in 
one of six specified cities, and there wait in safety for 
the trial (Num. 35:6-27). No one could take revenge 
as long as he was in the city of refuge. These six cit- 
ies were included among the 48 Levitical cities, and 
Hebron, located in Judah, was one of them. 
6:61—7:27 Family—In any family record, some of 
the names have strong memories associated with 
them. The reputations may be good or bad, but they 
are all a part of the family reputation. It is comfort- 
ing to know that the family that produced Saul, the 
unfaithful king, is the same line that produced Saul, 
who became the faithful apostle Paul. 


6:67 Shechem. Shechem was both a Levitical city 
and a city of refuge. Shechem was especially signifi- 
cant in Israel. It was the site of Abraham’s first altar in 
Canaan (Gen. 12:6-7), the place where Jacob bought 
a piece of land (Gen. 33:19), and the location of the 
first capital of the northern kingdom (1 Kin. 12:25). 
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common-lands, for the rest of the family of 
the sons of Kohath. 

71From the family of the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh the sons of Gershon were given Go- 
lan in Bashan with its common-lands and 
Ashtaroth with its common-lands. 72And 
from the tribe of Issachar: Kedesh with its 
common-lands, Daberath with its common- 
lands, 73Ramoth with its common-lands, 
and Anem with its common-lands. “And 
from the tribe of Asher: Mashal with its 
common-lands, Abdon with its common- 
lands, “Hukok with its common-lands, 
and Rehob with its common-lands. 7@And 
from the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Gali- 
lee with its common-lands, Hammon with 
its common-lands, and Kirjathaim with its 
common-lands. 

77From the tribe of Zebulun the rest of 
the children of Merari were given Rim- 
mon* with its common-lands and Tabor 
with its common-lands. 78And on the other 
side of the Jordan, across from Jericho, on 
the east side of the Jordan, they were giv- 
en from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the 
wilderness with its common-lands, Jahzah 
with its common-lands, 77Kedemoth with 
its common-lands, and Mephaath with its 
common-lands. 8®And from the tribe of 
Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its common- 
lands, Mahanaim with its common-lands, 
81Heshbon with its common-lands, and 
Jazer with its common-lands. 


The Family of Issachar 

The sons of Issachar were ¢Tola, Puah,* 

Jashub, and Shimron—four in all. 2The 
sons of Tola were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, 
Jahmai, Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads of 
their father’s house. The sons of Tola were 
mighty men of valor in their generations; 
btheir number in the days of David was 
twenty-two thousand six hundred. The 
son of Uzzi was Izrahiah, and the sons of 
Izrahiah were Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and 
Ishiah. All five of them were chief men. 
4And with them, by their generations, 
according to their fathers’ houses, were 
thirty-six thousand troops ready for war; 
for they had many wives and sons. 

5Now their brethren among all the fam- 
ilies of Issachar were mighty men of valor, 
listed by their genealogies, eighty-seven 
thousand in all. 
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The Family of Benjamin 

6The sons of ‘Benjamin were Bela, Be- 
cher, and Jediael—three in all. 7The sons 
of Bela were Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, 
and Iri—five in all. They were heads of 
their fathers’ houses, and they were listed 
by their genealogies, twenty-two thousand 
and thirty-four mighty men of valor. 

8The sons of Becher were Zemirah, 
Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jerimoth, 
Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these 
are the sons of Becher. 9And they were 
recorded by genealogy according to their 
generations, heads of their fathers’ houses, 
twenty thousand two hundred mighty men 
of valor. !“The son of Jediael was Bilhan, 
and the sons of Bilhan were Jeush, Ben- 
jamin, Ehud, Chenaanah, Zethan, Thar- 
shish, and Ahishahar. 

11A]] these sons of Jediael were heads of 
their fathers’ houses; there were seventeen 
thousand two hundred mighty men of val- 
or fit to go out for war and battle. 12Shup- 
pim and Huppim* were the sons of Ir, and 
Hushim was the son of Aher. 


The Family of Naphtali 
13The dsons of Naphtali were Jahziel,* 


Guni, Jezer, and Shallum,* the sons of Bil- 
hah. 


The Family of Manasseh (West) 

M4The edescendants of Manasseh: his 
Syrian concubine bore him fMachir the 
father of Gilead, the father of Asriel.* 
sMachir took as his wife the sister of 
Huppim and Shuppim,* whose name was 
Maachah. The name of Gilead’s grand- 
son* was #Zelophehad,* but Zelophehad 
begot only daughters. 16(Maachah the 
wife of Machir bore a son, and she called 
his name Peresh. The name of his brother 
was Sheresh, and his sons were Ulam and 
Rakem. !7The son of Ulam was /"Bedan.) 
These were the descendants of Gilead the 
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh. 


*6:77 Hebrew Rimmono, alternate spelling of 
Rimmon; see 4:32 *7:1 Spelled Puvah in Genesis 
46:13 * 7:12 Called Hupham in Numbers 26:39 
*7:13 Spelled Jahzeel in Genesis 46:24 ¢ Spelled 
Shillem in Genesis 46:24 *7:14 The son of Gilead 
(compare Numbers 26:30, 31) *7:15 Compare 
verse 12 © Literally the second ¢ Compare Num- 
bers 26:30-33 


6:76 Kedesh. Kedesh was another of the six cities of 
refuge. It was the most northern of the three west of 
the Jordan. 

6:78 Bezer. Bezer was also a city of refuge, the far- 
thest south of those east of the Jordan. 

6:80 Ramoth in Gilead. Another city of refuge, 
Ramoth, was directly east of the Jordan. In this way 
the cities of refuge were distributed throughout the 
land so that any Israelite could be within a few miles 
of one of them. All six cities were assigned to the Le- 
vites, with Hebron designated for the priests (Deut. 
17:8-13; 19:17-21). 


7:14 Manasseh .. . Machir. Manasseh was the son 
of Joseph, and his son was Machir. Machir's daughter 
became the wife of Judah’s grandson Hezron (2:2), 
which joined the two tribes of Judah and Manasseh. 
7:15 Zelophehad begot only daughters. This man 
had no sons, so Moses made provision for inheritance 
tights for daughters in such cases (Num. 36:1-9). 
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18His sister Hammoleketh bore Ishhod, 
Abiezer, and Mahlah. 

19And the sons of Shemida were Ahian, 
Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam. 


The Family of Ephraim 

20iThe sons of Ephraim were Shuthelah, 
Bered his son, Tahath his son, Eladah 
his son, Tahath his son, 2!Zabad his son, 
Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead. 
The men of Gath who were born in that 
land killed them because they came down 
to take away their cattle. 22Then Ephraim 
their father mourned many days, and his 
brethren came to comfort him. 

23nd when he went in to his wife, she 
conceived and bore a son; and he called 
his name Beriah,* because tragedy had 
come upon his house. 24Now his daughter 
was Sheerah, who built Lower and Upper 
jBeth Horon and Uzzen Sheerah; 25and Re- 
phah was his son, as well as Resheph, and 
Telah his son, Tahan his son, 26Laadan his 
son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son, 
27Nun* his son, and (Joshua his son. 

28Now their ™possessions and dwell- 
ing places were Bethel and its towns: to 
the east Naaran, to the west Gezer and 
its towns, and Shechem and its towns, as 
far as Ayyah* and its towns; 29and by the 
borders of the children of "Manasseh were 
Beth Shean and its towns, Taanach and its 
towns, °Megiddo and its towns, Dor and 
its towns. In these dwelt the children of Jo- 
seph, the son of Israel. 


The Family of Asher 

30>The sons of Asher were Imnah, Ish- 
vah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Serah. 
31The sons of Beriah were Heber and 
Malchiel, who was the father of Birzaith.* 
32And Heber begot Japhlet, Shomer,* 
Hotham,,* and their sister Shua. 33The sons 
of Japhlet were Pasach, Bimhal, and Ash- 
vath. These were the children of Japhlet. 
34The sons of <Shemer were Ahi, Rohgah, 
Jehubbah, and Aram. 35And the sons of 
his brother Helem were Zophah, Imna, 
Shelesh, and Amal. 36The sons of Zophah 
were Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, 
37Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Jithran,* 
and Beera. 38The sons of Jether were Je- 
phunneh, Pispah, and Ara. 39The sons of 
Ulla were Arah, Haniel, and Rizia. 

40A1l these were the children of Asher, 
heads of their fathers’ houses, choice men, 


mighty men of valor, chief leaders. And 
they were recorded by genealogies among 
the army fit for battle; their number was 
twenty-six thousand. 


The Family Tree of King Saul 


of Benjamin 

Now Benjamin begot Bela his first- 

born, Ashbel the second, Aharah* the 
third, 2Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the 
fifth. 3The sons of Bela were Addar,* Gera, 
Abihud, 4Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah, 5Gera, 
Shephuphan, and Huram. 

6These are the sons of Ehud, who were 
the heads of the fathers’ houses of the in- 
habitants of »Geba, and who forced them to 
move to ‘Manahath: 7Naaman, Ahijah, and 
Gera who forced them to move. He begot 
Uzza and Ahihud. 

8Also Shaharaim had children in the 
country of Moab, after he had sent away 
Hushim and Baara his wives. 9By Hodesh 
his wife he begot Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Mal- 
cam, Jeuz, Sachiah, and Mirmah. These 
were his sons, heads of their fathers’ houses. 

And by Hushim he begot Abitub and 
Elpaal. 12The sons of Elpaal were Eber, 
Misham, and Shemed, who built Ono and 
Lod with its towns; and Beriah and 4She- 
ma, who were heads of their fathers’ hous- 
es of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who drove 
out the inhabitants of Gath. 4Ahio, Sha- 
shak, Jeremoth, 45Zebadiah, Arad, Eder, 
16Michael, Ispah, and Joha were the sons 
of Beriah. !7Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hiz- 
ki, Heber, !8Ishmerai, Jizliah, and Jobab 
were the sons of Elpaal. !§Jakim, Zichri, 
Zabdi, 29Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel, 21Adaiah, 
Beraiah, and Shimrath were the sons of 
Shimei. 22Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 23Abdon, 
Zichri, Hanan, 24Hananiah, Elam, Antothi- 
jah, 25Iphdeiah, and Penuel were the sons 
of Shashak. 26Shamsherai, Shehariah, 
Athaliah, 27Jaareshiah, Elijah, and Zichri 
were the sons of Jeroham. 

28These were heads of the fathers’ hous- 
es by their generations, chief men. These 
dwelt in Jerusalem. 


* 7:23 Literally In Tragedy *7:27 Hebrew Non 
* 7:28 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Bomberg, 
Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read Gazza. 

* 7:31 Or Birzavith or Birzoth *7:32 Spelled 
Shemer in verse 34 © Spelled Helem in verse 35 
* 7:37 Spelled Jether in verse 38 *8:1 Spelled 
Ahiram in Numbers 26:38 *8:3 Called Ardin 
Numbers 26:40 


7:20-21 Tahath...Shuthelah. The repetition of these 
two names illustrates the custom of sons being named 
for their grandfathers or more remote ancestors. 

8:1 Benjamin. The reason for this second and much 
more detailed genealogy of Benjamin is its focus on 
the genealogy of King Saul (vv. 29-40). 

8:9 Mesha. There was a well-known Moabite king 
named Mesha. Both the Scriptures (2 Kin. 3:4) and 
the Moabite Stone attest to this fact. The reference 
here to Mesha as a son of Shaharaim and Hodesh, 
his Moabite wife (v. 8), suggests that the illustrious 


Moabite king may have had a Benjamite father, but 
the evidence is not conclusive. 

8:28 chief men... dwelt in Jerusalem. This city was 
not taken by David until approximately 1004 B.c., so 
the line of Benjamin was traced to at least that time. 
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29Now the father of Gibeon, whose 
ewife’s name was Maacah, dwelt at 
Gibeon. 39And his firstborn son was Ab- 
don, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab, 2!Gedor, 
Ahio, Zecher, 32and Mikloth, who begot 
Shimeah.* They also dwelt alongside their 
relatives in Jerusalem, with their brethren. 
33fNer* begot Kish, Kish begot Saul, and 
Saul begot Jonathan, Malchishua, Abin- 
adab,* and Esh-Baal.* 34The son of Jona- 
than was Merib-Baal,* and Merib-Baal 
begot ¢Micah. 35The sons of Micah were 
Pithon, Melech, Tarea, and Ahaz. 36And 
Ahaz begot Jehoaddah;* Jehoaddah begot 
Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri 
begot Moza. 37Moza begot Binea, Raphah* 
his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his son. 

38Azel had six sons whose names 
were these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, 
Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan. All these 
were the sons of Azel. 39And the sons of 
Eshek his brother were Ulam his firstborn, 
Jeush the second, and Eliphelet the third. 

40The sons of Ulam were mighty men of 
valor—archers. They had many sons and 
grandsons, one hundred and fifty in all. 
These were all sons of Benjamin. 

So 2all Israel was recorded by geneal- 

ogies, and indeed, they were inscribed 
in the book of the kings of Israel. But Ju- 
dah was carried away captive to Babylon 
because of their unfaithfulness. 2/And the 
first inhabitants who dwelt in their posses- 
sions in their cities were Israelites, priests, 
Levites, and ‘the Nethinim. 


Dwellers in Jerusalem 

3Now in 4Jerusalem the children of 
Judah dwelt, and some of the children of 
Benjamin, and of the children of Ephraim 
and Manasseh: 4Uthai the son of Ammi- 
hud, the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the 
son of Bani, of the descendants of Perez, 
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the son of Judah. Of the Shilonites: Asai- 
ah the firstborn and his sons. 6Of the sons 
of Zerah: Jeuel, and their brethren—six 
hundred and ninety. 7Of the sons of Benja- 
min: Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Hodaviah, the son of Hassenuah; ®Ibneiah 
the son of Jeroham; Elah the son of Uzzi, 
the son of Michri; Meshullam the son of 
Shephatiah, the son of Reuel, the son of 
Ibnijah; 9and their brethren, according to 
their generations—nine hundred and fifty- 
six. All these men were heads of a father’s 
house in their fathers’ houses. 


The Priests at Jerusalem 

10eOf the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, and 
Jachin; UAzariah the son of Hilkiah, the 
son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the 
son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the fof- 
ficer over the house of God; !2Adaiah the 
son of Jeroham, the son of Pashur, the son 
of Malchijah; Maasai the son of Adiel, the 
son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, 
the son of Meshillemith, the son of Immer; 
Band their brethren, heads of their fathers’ 
houses—one thousand seven hundred and 
sixty. They were very able men for the 
work of the service of the house of God. 


The Levites at Jerusalem 

M4Of the Levites: Shemaiah the son of 
Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari; 'Bak- 
bakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Mattaniah the 
son of Micah, the son of £Zichri, the son of 
Asaph; !6:Obadiah the son of ‘Shemaiah, 


* 8:32 Spelled Shimeam in 9:38 *8:33 Also the 
son of Gibeon (compare 9:36, 39) ¢ Called Jishui 
in 1 Samuel 14:49 ¢ Called Ishbosheth in 2 Samuel 
2:8 andelsewhere *8:34 Called Mephibosheth 
in2 Samuel 4:4 *8:36 Spelled Jarah in 9:42 

* 8:37 Spelled Rephaiah in 9:43 


Even after David took the city, there may have been 
Benjamites who still lived there, for David gave Ben- 
jamites positions of responsibility in his government 
(11:31; 12:1-7,29). 

8:30 Kish. Kish was the father of Saul (v. 33; 9:39). In 
this passage the relationship between Jeiel and Kish 
is unclear because Kish is also named as the son of 
Ner (v. 33). However, in 9:35-39 the lineage is clearly 
traced from Jeiel to Ner to Kish and finally to Saul. 
8:32 Jerusalem. Jerusalem remained under Jebusite 
control until David conquered it (2 Sam. 5:6-19). 
Perhaps at this time the Benjamites lived among the 
Jebusites. 

8:33 Esh-Baal. Esh-Baal was evidently Saul’s youn- 
gest son, since he was not named in the genealogies 
of the beginning of Saul’s reign (1 Sam. 14:49). Usu- 
ally called Ishbosheth, which means “man of shame,” 
he reigned for a short time after his father’s death 
(2 Sam. 2:10). 

9:1 Unfaithfulness—Blatant disobedience always 
leads to disaster. God is serious about working righ- 
teousness in our lives, and He knows the changes that 
both trials and blessings can bring to our hearts. He 
will not leave us in a state of lethargy and peace if we 


need to be ignited. Sometimes He will test us to see if 
we are serious about walking with Him. Like the Isra- 
elites, we need to ask ourselves if we are obedient or 
compromising. 

9:2 Israelites. The deportation of Israel by the Assyr- 
ians from 734 to 722 B.c. resulted in Israel's dispersion 
throughout the eastern Mediterranean world. How- 
ever, it is apparent from this verse that some of them 
joined their Judean brethren in the return from Bab- 
ylon after 539 B.c. 

9:3 Ephraim and Manasseh. Both of these tribes 
were from the northern kingdom, or Israel. This is 
another confirmation that the returning community 
included Israelites as well as Judeans. It is very pos- 
sible that some of those in the northern tribes, who 
had remained faithful to the Lord, may have migrated 
into Judah before Assyria took Israel captive. 
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the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun; 
and Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of 
Elkanah, who lived in the villages of the 
Netophathites. 


The Levite Gatekeepers 

17And the gatekeepers were Shallum, 
Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their breth- 
ren. Shallum was the chief. !8Until then 
they had been gatekeepers for the camps 
of the children of Levi at the King’s Gate 
on the east. 

19Shallum the son of Kore, the son of 
Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his breth- 
ren, from his father’s house, the Korahites, 
were in charge of the work of the service, 
gatekeepers of the tabernacle. Their fa- 
thers had been keepers of the entrance 
to the camp of the LORD. 29And iPhinehas 
the son of Eleazar had been the officer 
over them in time past; the LORD was with 
him. 21kZechariah the son of Meshelemiah 
was keeper of the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting. 

22A1l those chosen as gatekeepers were 
two hundred and twelve. 'They were re- 
corded by their genealogy, in their villages. 
David and Samuel “the seer had appointed 
them to their trusted office. 23So they and 
their children were in charge of the gates of 
the house of the LORD, the house of the tab- 
ernacle, by assignment. 24The gatekeepers 
were assigned to the four directions: the 
east, west, north, and south. 25And their 
brethren in their villages had to come with 
them from time to time "for seven days. 
26For in this trusted office were four chief 
gatekeepers; they were Levites. And they 
had charge over the chambers and treasur- 
ies of the house of God. 27And they lodged 
all around the house of God because they 
had the °responsibility, and they were in 
charge of opening it every morning. 


Other Levite Responsibilities 

28Now some of them were in charge of 
the serving vessels, for they brought them 
in and took them out by count. 29Some of 
them were appointed over the furnishings 
and over all the implements of the sanctu- 
ary, and over the Pfine flour and the wine 
and the oil and the incense and the spices. 
30And some of the sons of the priests made 
athe ointment of the spices. 

31Mattithiah of the Levites, the firstborn 
of Shallum the Korahite, had the trusted 
office "over the things that were baked in 
the pans. 32And some of their brethren of 


the sons of the Kohathites ‘were in charge 
of preparing the showbread for every Sab- 
bath. 

33These are ‘the singers, heads of the 
fathers’ houses of the Levites, who lodged 
in the chambers, and were free from oth- 
er duties; for they were employed in that 
work day and night. 34These heads of the 
fathers’ houses of the Levites were heads 
throughout their generations. They dwelt 
at Jerusalem. 


The Family of King Saul 

35 Jeiel the father of Gibeon, whose wife’s 
name was “Maacah, dwelt at Gibeon. 36His 
firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, 
Baal, Ner, Nadab, 37Gedor, Ahio, Zecha- 
riah,* and Mikloth. 38And Mikloth begot 
Shimeam.* They also dwelt alongside 
their relatives in Jerusalem, with their 
brethren. 39vNer begot Kish, Kish begot 
Saul, and Saul begot Jonathan, Malchi- 
shua, Abinadab, and Esh-Baal. 4°The son 
of Jonathan was Merib-Baal, and Merib- 
Baal begot Micah. 4!The sons of Micah 
were Pithon, Melech, Tahrea,*w and Ahaz.* 
42 And Ahaz begot Jarah;* Jarah begot Ale- 
meth, Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri be- 
got Moza; 43Moza begot Binea, Rephaiah* 
his son, Eleasah his son, and Azel his son. 

44And Azel had six sons whose names 
were these: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, 
Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan; these were 
the sons of Azel. 


Tragic End of Saul and His Sons 
10 Now ¢the Philistines fought against 
Israel; and the men of Israel fled from 
before the Philistines, and fell slain on 
Mount Gilboa. 2Then the Philistines fol- 
lowed hard after Saul and his sons. And 
the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, 
and Malchishua, Saul’s sons. ?The battle 
became fierce against Saul. The archers 
hit him, and he was wounded by the ar- 
chers. 4Then Saul said to his armorbearer, 
“Draw your sword, and thrust me through 
with it, lest these uncircumcised men come 
and abuse me.” But his armorbearer would 
not, for he was greatly afraid. Therefore 
Saul took a sword and fell on it. 5And when 
his armorbearer saw that Saul was dead, 


*9:37 Called Zecherin 8:31 *9:38 Spelled 
Shimeah in 8:32 *9:41 Spelled Tarea in 

8:35 ¢ Following Arabic, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate (compare 8:35); Masoretic Text and Septu- 
agint omit and Ahaz. *9:42 Spelled Jehoaddah 
in 8:36 *9:43 Spelled Raphah in 8:37 


9:19 Korah. As descendants of Kohath (Ex. 6:18) 
Korah and his line had close connections with the 
priesthood. They could not be priests, but they min- 
istered closely with the temple, first as carriers of the 
holy objects (Num. 4:5-15), and later as gatekeepers. 
10:4 uncircumcised. For the Hebrew, circumcision 
was a sign of God's promise through Abraham to 
them. The uncircumcised were those outside the 
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he also fell on his sword and died. §So Saul 
and his three sons died, and all his house 
died together. 7And when all the men of Is- 
rael who were in the valley saw that they 
had fled and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, they forsook their cities and fled; then 
the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

8So it happened the next day, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, that they 
found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount 
Gilboa. 9And they stripped him and took 
his head and his armor, and sent word 
throughout the land of the Philistines to pro- 
claim the news in the temple of their idols 
and among the people. !®Then they put 
his armor in the temple of their gods, and 
fastened his head in the temple of Dagon. 

UAnd when all Jabesh Gilead heard all 
that the Philistines had done to Saul, !all 
the cvaliant men arose and took the body 
of Saul and the bodies of his sons; and they 
brought them to ¢Jabesh, and buried their 
bones under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, 
and fasted seven days. 

13So0 Saul died for his unfaithfulness 
which he had committed against the LORD, 
ebecause he did not keep the word of the 
LORD, and also because ‘he consulted a me- 
dium for guidance. But he did not inquire 
of the LORD; therefore He killed him, and 
sturned the kingdom over to David the son 
of Jesse. 


David Made King over All Israel 
1 Then @all Israel came together to Da- 
vid at Hebron, saying, “Indeed we are 
your bone and your flesh. 2Also, in time 
past, even when Saul was king, you were 
the one who led Israel out and brought them 
in; and the LORD your God said to you, 
“You shall ‘shepherd My people Israel, and 
be ruler over My people Israel.’” Therefore 
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all the elders of Israel came to the king at 
Hebron, and David made a covenant with 
them at Hebron before the LORD. And ¢they 
anointed David king over Israel, according 
to the word of the LORD by eSamuel. 


The City of David 

4And David and all Israel fwent to Jeru- 
salem, which is Jebus, ¢where the Jebusites 
were, the inhabitants of the land. >But the 
inhabitants of Jebus said to David, “You 
shall not come in here!” Nevertheless Da- 
vid took the stronghold of Zion (that is, the 
City of David). "Now David said, “Whoev- 
er attacks the Jebusites first shall be chief 
and captain.” And Joab the son of Zeruiah 
went up first, and became chief. 7Then Da- 
vid dwelt in the stronghold; therefore they 
called it the City of David. 8And he built 
the city around it, from the Millo* to the 
surrounding area. Joab repaired the rest of 
the city. 9So David "went on and became 
great, and the LorRD of hosts was with ‘him. 


The Mighty Men of David 

10Now ithese were the heads of the 
mighty men whom David had, who 
strengthened themselves with him in his 
kingdom, with all Israel, to make him king, 
according to *the word of the LORD con- 
cerning Israel. 

And this is the number of the mighty 
men whom David had: 'Jashobeam the son 
of a Hachmonite, "chief of the captains;* 
he had lifted up his spear against three 
hundred, killed by him at one time. 

After him was Eleazar the son of 
"Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the 


*11:8 Literally The Landfill * 11:11 Following 
Qere; Kethib, Septuagint, and Vulgate read the 
thirty (compare 2 Samuel 23:8). 


promise, often their enemies. abuse. The abuse 
of the Philistines might take the form of cutting off 
Saul’s thumbs and big toes, which would leave him 
crippled and humiliated Judg. 1:6-7). Whatever they 
did would have been meant to belittle Saul, his king- 
dom, and his God. was greatly afraid. The armor- 
bearer was not afraid of Saul. He was afraid of God. 
He was afraid of killing one who had been anointed 
king over Israel and who belonged to God who had 
set him apart. sword and fell on it. Suicide was very 
rare among Hebrews of Old Testament times. 

10:10 Dagon. Dagon was worshiped by the Philis- 
tines and other peoples in Syria and northwest Meso- 
potamia as the god of grain. Apparently the Philistines 
celebrated military victory by bringing a trophy of 
their success back to their temple where it could be 
displayed as a tribute to the might of their god. 

10:14 He killed him. This statement is shocking in its 
bluntness. In the final analysis, Saul’s death was not 
by his own hand, but by the hand of God. The Lord let 
Saul pursue a course that led to death. 

11:1-2 Unity—The history of events between the 
death of Saul and the beginning of David's reign over 
all Israel is omitted by the chronicler, but is narrated 
in 2 Samuel 2-4. The fighting between the house of 


David and the house of Saul continued until Saul’s 
son Ishbosheth was killed. Israel could not be uni- 
fied as long as some were trying to be loyal to Saul. 
God had already rejected Saul and chosen David, but 
until Saul’s house was gone, the people could not 
focus on God's choice for king. We as believers often 
find ourselves in a state of disunity because we are 
mixed up with our own agendas instead of seeing 
God's plan. 

11:8 he built the city. Once David occupied Mount 
Ophel, the original and very small area of Jerusalem, 
he greatly enlarged it by building retaining walls 
along the Kidron valley to the east and south and the 
Tyropoeon valley to the west. Between these walls 
and the top of the hill he built terraces, so that various 
buildings could be constructed there. 
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three mighty men. !3He was with David 
at Pasdammim. Now there the Philistines 
were gathered for battle, and there was a 
piece of ground full of barley. So the peo- 
ple fled from the Philistines. 4But they 
stationed themselves in the middle of that 
field, defended it, and killed the Philistines. 
So the LORD brought about a great victory. 

1SNow three of the thirty chief men 
owent down to the rock to David, into the 
cave of Adullam; and the army of the Phi- 
listines encamped Pin the Valley of Reph- 
aim. 16David was then in the stronghold, 
and the garrison of the Philistines was 
then in Bethlehem. !7And David said with 
longing, “Oh, that someone would give me 
a drink of water from the well of Bethle- 
hem, which is by the gate!” 18So the three 
broke through the camp of the Philistines, 
drew water from the well of Bethlehem that 
was by the gate, and took it and brought 
it to David. Nevertheless David would 
not drink it, but poured it out to the LORD. 
19And he said, “Far be it from me, O my 
God, that I should do this! Shall I drink 
the blood of these men who have put their 
lives in jeopardy? For at the risk of their 
lives they brought it.” Therefore he would 
not drink it. These things were done by the 
three mighty men. 

20aAbishai the brother of Joab was chief 
of another three.* He had lifted up his 
spear against three hundred men, killed 
them, and won a name among these three. 
21rOf the three he was more honored than 
the other two men. Therefore he became 
their captain. However he did not attain to 
the first three. 

22Benaiah was the son of Jehoiada, the 
son of a valiant man from Kabzeel, who 
had done many deeds. sHe had killed two 
lion-like heroes of Moab. He also had gone 
down and killed a lion in the midst of a pit 
on a snowy day. 23And he killed an Egyp- 
tian, a man of great height, five cubits tall. 
In the Egyptian’s hand there was a spear 
like a weaver’s beam; and he went down to 
him with a staff, wrested the spear out of 
the Egyptian’s hand, and killed him with 
his own spear. 24These things Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada did, and won a name 
among three mighty men. 25Indeed he was 
more honored than the thirty, but he did 


not attain to the first three. And David ap- 
pointed him over his guard. 

26Also the mighty warriors were tAsa- 
hel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of 
Dodo of Bethlehem, 27Shammoth the Haro- 
rite,* “Helez the Pelonite,* 28’Ira the son 
of Ikkesh the Tekoite, wAbiezer the Ana- 
thothite, 29Sibbechai the Hushathite, [lai 
the Ahohite, 30xMaharai the Netophathite, 
Heled* the son of Baanah the Netopha- 
thite, 3!Ithai* the son of Ribai of Gibeah, 
of the sons of Benjamin, YBenaiah the Pir- 
athonite, 32Hurai* of the brooks of Gaash, 
Abiel* the Arbathite, 33Azmaveth the Ba- 
harumite,* Eliahba the Shaalbonite, 34the 
sons of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the 
son of Shageh the Hararite, 5Ahiam the 
son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son 
of Ur, 36Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah 
the Pelonite, 37Hezro the Carmelite, Naa- 
rai the son of Ezbai, 38Joel the brother of 
Nathan, Mibhar the son of Hagri, 39Zelek 
the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite* (the 
armorbearer of Joab the son of Zeruiah), 
40Tra the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 4127Uriah 
the Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 42Adi- 
na the son of Shiza the Reubenite (a chief 
of the Reubenites) and thirty with him, 
43Hanan the son of Maachah, Joshaphat 
the Mithnite, 44Uzzia the Ashterathite, 
Shama and Jeiel the sons of Hotham the 
Aroerite, Jediael the son of Shimri, and 
Joha his brother, the Tizite, 4*Eliel the Ma- 
havite, Jeribai and Joshaviah the sons of 
Elnaam, Ithmah the Moabite, 47Eliel, Obed, 
and Jaasiel the Mezobaite. 


The Growth of David's Army 

1 2 Now ¢these were the men who came 
to David at /Ziklag while he was still 

a fugitive from Saul the son of Kish; and 

they were among the mighty men, help- 

ers in the war, 2armed with bows, using 


* 11:20 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; Syriac reads thirty. *11:27 Spelled 
Harodite in 2 Samuel 23:25 © Called Paltite 

in 2 Samuel 23:26 * 11:30 Spelled Heleb in 

2 Samuel 23:29 and Heldai in 1 Chronicles 

27:15 * 11:31 Spelled Ittaiin 2 Samuel 23:29 

* 11:32 Spelled Hiddai in 2 Samuel 23:30 ¢ Spelled 
Abi-Albon in 2 Samuel 23:31 * 11:33 Spelled 
Barhumite in 2 Samuel 23:31 * 11:39 Spelled 
Beerothite in 2 Samuel 23:37 


11:18 poured it out to the Lorp. Even though he had 
been longing for a drink from his “home well,” David 
never considered sending any of his brave support- 
ers to get it for him. When they risked their lives to 
bring it to him, David responded by pouring it on the 
ground, as if it had been a blood offering for God. The 
Israelites were strictly forbidden to eat blood (Lev. 
3:17; Deut. 12:23), and David considered this water 
to be in the same category. Only God should receive 
such a Sacrifice (Gen. 35:14). 

11:23 five cubits. The Egyptian was about seven and 
a half feet tall. 

11:41 Uriah. This is the same Uriah who was the hus- 
band of Bathshebaa. The fact that Uriah was one of the 


mighty men of valor, who did so much to establish 
David as king, makes David's betrayal of Uriah doubly 
tragic (2 Sam. 11). 

12:2 of Benjamin, Saul’s brethren. There is a curious 
ittle play on words here. Benjamin means “son of the 
right hand.” These Benjamites could shoot and sling 
with either the right hand or the left hand, which 
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both the right hand and ¢the left in hurling 
stones and shooting arrows with the bow. 
They were of Benjamin, Saul’s brethren. 

3The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the 
sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and 
Pelet the sons of Azmaveth; Berachah, 
and Jehu the Anathothite; 4Ishmaiah the 
Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thir- 
ty, and over the thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel, 
Johanan, and Jozabad the Gederathite; 
5Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, 
and Shephatiah the Haruphite; SElkanah, 
Jisshiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, 
the Korahites; 7and Joelah and Zebadiah 
the sons of Jeroham of Gedor. 

8Some Gadites joined David at the 
stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men 
of valor, men trained for battle, who could 
handle shield and spear, whose faces were 
like the faces of lions, and were 4as swift 
as gazelles on the mountains: 9Ezer the 
first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third, 
10Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the 
fifth, !!Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh, 
12Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth, 
13 Jeremiah the tenth, and Machbanai the 
eleventh. 4These were from the sons of 
Gad, captains of the army; the least was 
over a hundred, and the greatest was over 
a ethousand. These are the ones who 
crossed the Jordan in the first month, when 
it had overflowed all its fbanks; and they 
put to flight all those in the valleys, to the 
east and to the west. 

16Then some of the sons of Benjamin 
and Judah came to David at the strong- 
hold. !7And David went out to meet them, 
and answered and said to them, “If you 
have come peaceably to me to help me, my 
heart will be united with you; but if to be- 
tray me to my enemies, since there is no 
wrong in my hands, may the God of our 
fathers look and bring judgment.” !8Then 
the Spirit came upon ¢Amasai, chief of the 
captains, and he said: 


“We are yours, O David; 
We are on your side, O son of Jesse! 
Peace, peace to you, 
And peace to your helpers! 
For your God helps you.” 
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So David received them, and made them 
captains of the troop. 

19And some from Manasseh defected to 
David "when he was going with the Philis- 
tines to battle against Saul; but they did not 
help them, for the lords of the Philistines 
sent him away by agreement, saying, ‘““He 
may defect to his master Saul and endan- 
ger our heads.” 20When he went to Ziklag, 
those of Manasseh who defected to him 
were Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, 
Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, captains 
of the thousands who were from Manas- 
seh. 21And they helped David against ithe 
bands of raiders, for they were all mighty 
men of valor, and they were captains in the 
army. 22For at that time they came to David 
day by day to help him, until it was a great 
army, like the army of God. 


David's Army at Hebron 

23Now these were the numbers of the 
divisions that were equipped for war, and 
‘came to David at "Hebron to "turn over 
the kingdom of Saul to him, °according 
to the word of the LORD: 24of the sons of 
Judah bearing shield and spear, six thou- 
sand eight hundred armed for war; 25of 
the sons of Simeon, mighty men of valor 
fit for war, seven thousand one hundred; 
26o0f the sons of Levi four thousand six 
hundred; 27Jehoiada, the leader of the 
Aaronites, and with him three thousand 
seven hundred; 28°Zadok, a young man, 
a valiant warrior, and from his father’s 
house twenty-two captains; 29of the sons 
of Benjamin, relatives of Saul, three thou- 
sand (until then ‘the greatest part of them 
had remained loyal to the house of Saul); 
300f the sons of Ephraim twenty thousand 
eight hundred, mighty men of valor, fa- 
mous men throughout their father’s house; 
3lof the half-tribe of Manasseh eighteen 
thousand, who were designated by name 
to come and make David king; 32o0f the 
sons of Issachar "who had understanding 
of the times, to know what Israel ought to 
do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all 
their brethren were at their command; 80f 
Zebulun there were fifty thousand who 


made them particularly versatile in battle. They were 
more than “sons of the right hand” to David. They 
were “sons of the left hand” as well. 

12:15 in the first month. The first month was Nisan, 
corresponding approximately to April, the time of 
spring rains. Ordinarily a person could not cross the 
Jordan at flood stage, but the fact that the Gadites 
were not stopped by the floods is a testimony of their 
unusual courage. 

12:28 Zadok. This Zadok was probably the same 
Zadok who was first appointed by David as priest at 
Gibeon (16:39). The office of priest was not incompat- 
ible with that of warrior, as Phinehas showed (Num. 
25:6—9; Josh. 22:13-30). 

12:32 Wisdom—The men of Issachar were dealing 
with the issue of “the Lord’s anointed.” There was no 
longer any question that David was the Lord’s choice, 


and that Saul had been replaced, but the timing was 
crucial. It would do no good to anoint David if it took 
rebellion and treason to place him on the throne. Men 
who gain power by trickery usually assume that oth- 
ers will be ready to do likewise, and dishonesty and 
intrigue are not a good foundation for a God-hon- 
oring nation. It is sometimes hard to wait for God's 
timing, or even hard to tell just what His timing is, but 
if we ask for wisdom, He will give it to us James 1:5). 
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went out to battle, expert in war with all 
weapons of war, sstouthearted men who 
could keep ranks; 340f Naphtali one thou- 
sand captains, and with them thirty-seven 
thousand with shield and spear; 35of the 
Danites who could keep battle formation, 
twenty-eight thousand six hundred; 36of 
Asher, those who could go out to war, able 
to keep battle formation, forty thousand; 
370f the Reubenites and the Gadites and 
the half-tribe of Manasseh, from the other 
side of the Jordan, one hundred and twenty 
thousand armed for battle with every kind 
of weapon of war. 

38A 1] these men of war, who could keep 
ranks, came to Hebron with a loyal heart, to 
make David king over all Israel; and all the 
rest of Israel were of ‘one mind to make Da- 
vid king. 39And they were there with David 
three days, eating and drinking, for their 
brethren had prepared for them. 4°More- 
over those who were near to them, from 
as far away as Issachar and Zebulun and 
Naphtali, were bringing food on donkeys 
and camels, on mules and oxen—provisions 
of flour and cakes of figs and cakes of 
raisins, wine and oil and oxen and sheep 
abundantly, for there was joy in Israel. 


The Ark Brought from Kirjath 
Jearim 
1 Then David consulted with the ¢cap- 
tains of thousands and hundreds, and 
with every leader. 2And David said to all 
the assembly of Israel, “If it seems good to 
you, and if it is of the LORD our God, let us 
send out to our brethren everywhere who 
are left in all the land of Israel, and with 
them to the priests and Levites who are in 
their cities and their common-lands, that 
they may gather together to us; and let us 
bring the ark of our God back to us, ¢for 
we have not inquired at it since the days of 
Saul.” 4Then all the assembly said that they 
would do so, for the thing was right in the 
eyes of all the people. 


5So 4David gathered all Israel togeth- 
er, from eShihor in Egypt to as far as the 
entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of 
God ffrom Kirjath Jearim. 6And David and 
all Israel went up to *Baalah,* to Kirjath 
Jearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring 
up from there the ark of God the LORD, 
hwho dwells between the cherubim, where 
His name is proclaimed. 7So they carried 
the ark of God ‘on a new cart /from the 
house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio 
drove the cart. 8Then *David and all Is- 
rael played music before God with all their 
might, with singing, on harps, on stringed 
instruments, on tambourines, on cymbals, 
and with trumpets. 

§And when they came to Chidon’s* 
threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to 
hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled. !°Then 
the anger of the LORD was aroused against 
Uzza, and He struck him 'because he put 
his hand to the ark; and he “died there be- 
fore God. !'!And David became angry be- 
cause of the LORD’s outbreak against Uzza; 
therefore that place is called Perez Uzza* 
to this day. 12David was afraid of God that 
day, saying, “How can I bring the ark of 
God to me?” 

13S0 David would not move the ark 
with him into the City of David, but took it 
aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Git- 
tite. 4nThe ark of God remained with the 
family of Obed-Edom in his house three 
months. And the LorD blessed °the house 
of Obed-Edom and all that he had. 


David Established at Jerusalem 

1 Now “Hiram king of Tyre sent mes- 
sengers to David, and cedar trees, 

with masons and carpenters, to build him 

a house. 2So David knew that the LORD had 

established him as king over Israel, for his 


* 13:6 Called Baale Judah in 2 Samuel 6:2 
* 13:9 Called Nachonin2 Samuel 6:6 * 13:11 Lit- 
erally Outburst Against Uzza 


13:3 the ark of our God. This was the ark of the cov- 
enant that contained a copy of the Ten Command- 
ments (Ex. 25:10-22). Besides holding the stone 
tablets, the ark represented the presence of the living 
God among the Israelites. 

13:5 Commitment—One of David's first official 
actions upon becoming king was to bring the ark of 
God to Jerusalem. The ark had been in Kirjath Jearim 
since the time it was returned by the Philistines when 
Samuel was a boy (1 Sam. 6:20—7:1). Moving the ark 
to Jerusalem was a sign of David's commitment to 
place the Lord first in his reign. 

13:6 the LorD, who dwells between the cherubim. 
On each side of the ark of the covenant were two cher- 
ubim. They extended their wings over the cover, also 
called the mercy seat (Ex. 25:17-22), and the glory of 
God was perceived as sitting on top of the ark, as a 
King sits on a throne. Where His name is proclaimed. 
In Deuteronomy, the presence of God is often spoken 
of as the presence of His name (Deut. 12:1-14). 


13:9 Chidon’s threshing floor. Also called “Nachon’s 
threshing floor” (2 Sam. 6:6), this hard flat surface was 
used for separating the grain kernels from the straw 
and husks. 

13:11 Perez Uzza. Perez Uzza means “outbreak 
against Uzza.” The ark should have been carried 
on poles by Levites (Num. 4:14-15). This direction 
for transporting the holy things was very clear, and 
should have been remembered. 

14:1-2 Hiram king of Tyre. A powerful ruler of the 
Phoenician city-state of Tyre, Hiram is mentioned 
in the Scriptures and in other sources. He was a 
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13:11 Chr. 


kingdom was Phighly exalted for the sake 
of His people Israel. 

3Then David took more wives in Jeru- 
salem, and David begot more sons and 
daughters. 4And cthese are the names of 
his children whom he had in Jerusalem: 
Shammua,* Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 
5Ibhar, Elishua,* Elpelet,* 6(Nogah, Nepheg, 
Japhia, 7Elishama, Beeliada,* and Eliphelet. 


The Philistines Defeated 

8Now when the Philistines heard that 
dDavid had been anointed king over all Is- 
rael, all the Philistines went up to search for 
David. And David heard of it and went out 
against them. 9Then the Philistines went 
and made a raid ¢on the Valley of Reph- 
aim. !0And David finquired of God, saying, 
“Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will 
You deliver them into my hand?” 

The LorD said to him, “Go up, for I will 
deliver them into your hand.” 

So they went up to Baal Perazim, and 
David defeated them there. Then David 
said, “God has broken through my enemies 
by my hand like a breakthrough of water.” 
Therefore they called the name of that 
place Baal Perazim.* 12And when they left 
their gods there, David gave a command- 
ment, and they were burned with fire. 

13zThen the Philistines once again made 
a raid on the valley. 4Therefore David 
inquired again of God, and God said to 
him, “You shall not go up after them; cir- 
cle around them, “and come upon them in 
front of the mulberry trees. 'And it shall 
be, when you hear a sound of marching 
in the tops of the mulberry trees, then you 
shall go out to battle, for God has gone 
out before you to strike the camp of the 
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Philistines.” 16So David did as God com- 
manded him, and they drove back the 
army of the Philistines from Gibeon as far 
as Gezer. !17Then ‘the fame of David went 
out into all lands, and the LORD jbrought 
the fear of him upon all nations. 


The Ark Brought to Jerusalem 
1 5 David built houses for himself in 
the City of David; and he prepared a 
place for the ark of God, “and pitched a tent 
for it. 2Then David said, “No one may car- 
ry the ark of God but the Levites, for cthe 
LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of 
God and to minister before Him forever.” 
3And David ¢gathered all Israel together 
at Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the 
LORD to its place, which he had prepared 
for it. 4Then David assembled the children 
of Aaron and the Levites: 5of the sons of 
Kohath, Uriel the chief, and one hundred 
and twenty of his brethren; Sof the sons of 
Merari, Asaiah the chief, and two hundred 
and twenty of his brethren; 7of the sons of 
Gershom, Joel the chief, and one hundred 
and thirty of his brethren; 8of the sons of 
eFlizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and two 
hundred of his brethren; %0f the sons of 
fHebron, Eliel the chief, and eighty of his 
brethren; !°of the sons of Uzziel, Ammina- 
dab the chief, and one hundred and twelve 
of his brethren. 
And David called for Zadok and "Abi- 
athar the priests, and for the Levites: for 
Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and 


* 14:4 Spelled Shimeain3:5 * 14:5 Spelled 
Elishama in 3:6 ¢ Spelled Eliphelet in 3:6 

* 14:7 Spelled Eliadain3:8 * 14:11 Literally 
Master of Breakthroughs 


contemporary of both David and Solomon. He helped 
build David’s house, and he also supplied material for 
the temple and other building projects in Solomon's 
reign (1 Kin. 9:10). 

14:3 took more wives. See the note at 3:1-5. 

14:4 children. The first four listed here are all sons of 
Bathsheba (3:5). 

15:1 place for the ark. The place for the ark was in the 
tent in the City of David. The original tabernacle built 
in Moses’ day had been placed at Shiloh (Josh. 18:1). It 
remained there until the capture of the ark by the Phi- 
listines (1 Sam. 4:1-11), when it was evidently moved 
to Nob, just two miles from Jerusalem (1 Sam. 21:1-6). 
Then it was moved to a high place at Gibeon (2 Chr. 
1:3), about two miles north of Saul’s city Gibeah. When 
David became king, he left the Mosaic tabernacle at 
Gibeon and appointed the priest Zadok to attend to 
its ministry (16:39). Even after he had built a new tab- 
ernacle on Mount Zion and brought the ark into it, the 
original tent remained at Gibeon. Solomon brought 
the ark from Mount Zion and the tabernacle of Moses 
from Gibeon and placed them in the new temple he 
had built on Mount Moriah (2 Chr. 5:4—5). 

15:2 No one... but the Levites. According to the 
provisions of the Law, the ark was to be carried only 
by the Levites, by means of poles inserted through 
corner rings (Num. 4:14-15). 


15:11 Zadok. The other line of the priesthood 
descended from Aaron’s son Eleazar, and included 
Zadok (6:8). During David’s time representatives of 
both Ithamar and Eleazar served. Zadok served at the 
tabernacle at Gibeon, and Abiathar served as chief 
priest at Jerusalem. When Solomon became king, 
Abiathar was deposed and Zadok ministered as high 
priest at the temple (1 Kin. 2:26-27,35). The dismissal 
of Abiathar as priest was in accordance with the Lord’s 
word to Eli because of the unfaithfulness of Eli’s sons 
(1 Sam. 2:27-36). Abiathar. The transition from the 
rule of Saul to David involved a transition from the old 
Mosaic tabernacle to the new place David had estab- 
lished on Mount Zion in preparation for the temple 
(v. 1). Abiathar’s father, the priest Ahimelech, was in 
charge of the old tabernacle when it left Shiloh and 
was moved to Nob (1 Sam. 21:1). Ahimelech was Eli’s 
great-grandson (1 Sam. 14:3; 22:9). Eliis considered to 
have been a descendant of Aaron's son Ithamar. 
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Amminadab. !2He said to them, “You are 
the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Le- 
vites; sanctify yourselves, you and your 
brethren, that you may bring up the ark 
of the LORD God of Israel to the place I 
have prepared for it. !3For ‘because you did 
not do it the first time, ithe LORD our God 
broke out against us, because we did not 
consult Him about the proper order.” 

14So the priests and the Levites sancti- 
fied themselves to bring up the ark of the 
LORD God of Israel. And the children of 
the Levites bore the ark of God on their 
shoulders, by its poles, as :Moses had com- 
manded according to the word of the LORD. 

16Then David spoke to the leaders of 
the Levites to appoint their brethren to be 
the singers accompanied by instruments 
of music, stringed instruments, harps, 
and cymbals, by raising the voice with re- 
sounding joy. !7So the Levites appointed 
'Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, 
mAsaph the son of Berechiah; and of their 
brethren, the sons of Merari, "Ethan the son 
of Kushaiah; !8and with them their breth- 
ren of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben,* 
Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, 
Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Eliph- 
eleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the 
gatekeepers; !9the singers, Heman, Asaph, 
and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of 
bronze; 2°Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, 
Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah, 
with strings according to °Alamoth; 21Mat- 
tithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, 
Jeiel, and Azaziah, to direct with harps 
on the PSheminith; 22Chenaniah, leader of 
the Levites, was instructor in charge of the 
music, because he was skillful; 23Berechi- 
ah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the 
ark; 24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, 
Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, 


the priests, “were to blow the trumpets be- 
fore the ark of God; and "Obed-Edom and 
Jehiah, doorkeepers for the ark. 

25So sDavid, the elders of Israel, and the 
captains over thousands went to bring up 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD from 
the house of Obed-Edom with joy. 26And so 
it was, when God helped the Levites who 
bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
that they offered seven bulls and seven 
rams. 27David was clothed with a robe of 
fine ‘linen, as were all the Levites who 
bore the ark, the singers, and Chenaniah 
the music master with the singers. David 
also wore a linen ephod. 28“Thus all Israel 
brought up the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD with shouting and with the sound of 
the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, 
making music with stringed instruments 
and harps. 

29And it happened, vas the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD came to the City of 
David, that Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked 
through a window and saw King David 
whirling and playing music; and she de- 
spised him in her heart. 


The Ark Placed in the Tabernacle 
1 So ¢they brought the ark of God, and 
set it in the midst of the tabernacle 
that David had erected for it. Then they of- 
fered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
before God. 2And when David had finished 
offering the burnt offerings and the peace 
offerings, “he blessed the people in the 
name of the LORD. 3Then he distributed to 
everyone of Israel, both man and woman, 
to everyone a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, 
and a cake of raisins. 


* 15:18 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint omits Ben. 


15:17 Heman. The musician Heman was the grand- 
son of the prophet Samuel (6:33). He is probably the 
same Heman who appears in the superscription of 
Psalm 88. Asaph. Asaph was leader of the Gershonite 
Levites (6:39-43). Asaph and his sons ministered pri- 
marily as singers (25:1-2; 2 Chr. 20:14) and compos- 
ers, as their superscriptions suggest (Ps. 50; 73-83). 
Ethan. Ethan was the head of the Merarite division of 
musicians (6:44). He may be the composer of Psalm 89. 
15:20 with strings according to Alamoth. The 
meaning of “alamoth” is uncertain. It may mean a 
soprano voice. 

15:21 harps on the Sheminith. The meaning of 
“sheminith” is uncertain, but it is apparently a musi- 
cal term, perhaps derived from the Hebrew word for 
eighth, referring to musical scales. 

15:24 Obed-Edom. It is likely that Obed-Edom in this 
verse was the same person who had custody of the 
ark in the months before it was brought to Jerusalem 
(13:13-14). He apparently was a Levite and certainly a 
righteous man. 

15:29 Michal, Saul’s daughter. Michal was David’s 
first wife, whom he married before Saul started 
pursuing him (1 Sam. 18:27; 19:11-17). When David 
was hiding from Saul, Michal was given in marriage 


to another (1 Sam. 25:44). One of the conditions of 
David's peace agreement with Abner was that Michal 
be returned to him (2 Sam. 3:13—16). The Bible does 
not say why Michal despised David, but it seems 
probable that the real source of her attitude was bit- 
terness about her life. If she had no understanding of 
God's hand in her life and the life of the nation, seeing 
David's joyful abandonment before the Lord would 
have been galling. 

16:3 he distributed. David's distribution of food was 
in line with the nature of the peace offerings. Such 
offerings often accompanied occasions of praise and 
thanksgiving such as this one. They were unique in 
that they provided a common meal in which all par- 
ticipated before God—the offerer, his family and 
friends, and the priests (Lev. 7:11-14; 28-34; Deut. 
12:17-19). 
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4And he appointed some of the Levites 
to minister before the ark of the LORD, to 
ccommemorate, to thank, and to praise the 
LORD God of Israel: Asaph the chief, and 
next to him Zechariah, then ¢Jeiel, Shemir- 
amoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, 
and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed instru- 
ments and harps, but Asaph made music 
with cymbals; 6Benaiah and Jahaziel the 
priests regularly blew the trumpets before 
the ark of the covenant of God. 


David's Song of Thanksgiving 

70n that day eDavid ffirst delivered 
this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his 
brethren, to thank the LORD: 


8 2Oh, give thanks to the LORD! 
Call upon His name; 
Make known His deeds among the 
peoples! 
9 Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; 
Talk of all His wondrous works! 
10 Glory in His holy name; 
Let the hearts of those rejoice who 
seek the LORD! 
ll Seek the LORD and His strength; 
Seek His face evermore! 
12 Remember His marvelous works 
which He has done, 
His wonders, and the judgments of His 
mouth, 
13 O seed of Israel His servant, 
You children of Jacob, His chosen 
ones! 


4 He is the LORD our God; 
His "judgments are in all the earth. 
15 Remember His covenant forever, 
The word which He commanded, for a 
thousand generations, 
16 The icovenant which He made with 
Abraham, 
And His oath to Isaac, 
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17 And iconfirmed it to Jacob for a 
statute, 
To Israel for an everlasting covenant, 
18 Saying, “To you I will give the land of 
Canaan 
As the allotment of your inheritance,” 
19 When you were 'few in number, 
Indeed very few, and strangers in it. 


20. When they went from one nation to 
another, 
And from one kingdom to another 
people, 
21 He permitted no man to do them 
wrong; 
Yes, He "rebuked kings for their 
sakes, 
22 Saying, "Do not touch My anointed 
ones, 
And do My prophets no harm.”* 


23 oSing to the LORD, all the earth; 
Proclaim the good news of His 
salvation from day to day. 
24 Declare His glory among the nations, 
His wonders among all peoples. 


25 For the LORD is great and greatly to be 
praised; 
He is also to be feared above all gods. 
26 For all the gods Pof the peoples are 
idols, 
But the LORD made the heavens. 
27 Honor and majesty are before Him; 
Strength and gladness are in His 
place. 


28 Give to the LORD, O families of the 
peoples, 
Give to the LORD glory and strength. 
29 Give to the LORD the glory due His 
name; 


* 16:22 Compare verses 8-22 with Psalm 105:1-15 


16:4 Levites. The appointment of Levites described 
here was of a more permanent nature than that of 
15:1-24, which concerned the immediate task of 
moving the ark into Jerusalem. Some of the same 
persons were involved, as verses 5 and 6 make clear. 
16:7 to thank the Lorb. David's musical abilities are 
well-known, both as a harpist (1 Sam. 16:18) and as 
the writer of many of the psalms. This psalm consists 
of three different parts. Each portion correlates with 
part of another psalm. Verses 8-22 correspond with 
Psalm 105:1-15; verses 23-33 with Psalm 96:1-13; 
and verses 34-36 with Psalm 106:1,47-48. 

16:12-16 Obedience—“Remember His marvelous 
works ... Remember His covenant forever .. .” and 
for those of us who are believers, “proclaim the Lord’s 
death till He comes” (1 Cor. 11:23-26). Remembering 
is connected to obedience, only when we remember 
His commands can we obey Him. 

16:22 anointed. |n this context “anointed ones” 
means those set apart for God's service, not necessar- 
ily literally anointed with oil. 

16:29 The Meaning of Worship—Worship refers 
to the honor and praise given in thought or deed to 
a person or thing. The Bible teaches that God alone 


is worthy of worship (Ps. 29:2). But it also records 
accounts of those who worshiped inappropriately: 
people (Acts 14:8-18); false gods (2 Kin. 10:19); 
images and idols (Is. 2:8); heavenly bodies (2 Kin. 
21:3); Satan (Rev. 13:4); and demons (Rev. 9:20). 

True worship involves at least three important 
elements: 

1. Reverence. This includes the honor and respect 
directed toward the Lord in thought and feeling. 
Jesus said that those who worship God must do 
so “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). The term spirit 
speaks of the personal nature of worship. It is 
from my person to God's person and involves 
the intellect, emotions, and will. The word truth 
speaks of the content of worship. God is pleased 
when we worship Him, understanding His true 
character. 
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Bring an offering, and come before 
Him. 
Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of 
holiness! 
30 Tremble before Him, all the earth. 
The world also is firmly established, 
It shall not be moved. 


31 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad; 
And let them say among the nations, 
“The LORD reigns.” 
32 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness; 
Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it. 
33. Then the ¢trees of the woods shall 
rejoice before the LORD, 
For He is "coming to judge the earth.* 


34 sOh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is 
good! 
For His mercy endures forever.* 
35 tAnd say, “Save us, O God of our 
salvation; 
Gather us together, and deliver us 
from the Gentiles, 
To give thanks to Your holy name, 
To triumph in Your praise.” 


36 uBlessed be the LORD God of Israel 
From everlasting to everlasting!* 


And all Ythe people said, “Amen!” and 
praised the LORD. 


Regular Worship Maintained 

37So he left wAsaph and his brothers 
there before the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD to minister before the ark regularly, 


as every day’s work *required; 38and 
yObed-Edom with his sixty-eight brethren, 
including Obed-Edom the son of Jeduthun, 
and Hosah, to be gatekeepers; 39and Zadok 
the priest and his brethren the priests, zbe- 
fore the tabernacle of the LORD “at the high 
place that was at Gibeon, 4°to offer burnt 
offerings to the LORD on the altar of burnt 
offering regularly "morning and evening, 
and to do according to all that is written in 
the Law of the LORD which He commanded 
Israel; 41and with them Heman and Jedu- 
thun and the rest who were chosen, who 
were designated by name, to give thanks 
to the LORD, ‘because His mercy endures 
forever; 42and with them Heman and Je- 
duthun, to sound aloud with trumpets and 
cymbals and the musical instruments of 
God. Now the sons of Jeduthun were gate- 
keepers. 

43dThen all the people departed, every 
man to his house; and David returned to 
bless his house. 


God's Covenant with David 
1 7 Now ¢it came to pass, when David was 
dwelling in his house, that David said 

to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell 

in a house of cedar, but the ark of the cov- 

enant of the LORD is under tent curtains.” 
2Then Nathan said to David, “Do all that 

is in your heart, for God is with you.” 


* 16:33 Compare verses 23-33 with Psalm 96:1- 
13 * 16:34 Compare verse 34 with Psalm 106:1 
* 16:36 Compare verses 35, 36 with Psalm 106:47, 48 


2. Public expression. This was particularly prevalent 
in the Old Testament because of the sacrificial 
system. For example, when a believer received a 
particular blessing for which he wanted to thank 
God, it was not sufficient to say it privately; he 
expressed his thanks publicly with a thank 
offering (Lev. 7:12). 

. Service. The words for worship in both Testa- 
ments originally referred to the labor of slaves 
for the master. Worship especially includes the 
joyful service which Christians render to Christ 
their Master. The concept of worship involves 
much more than church attendance once or 
twice a week. It involves an entire life of obedi- 
ence, service, and praise to God. 

16:33 trees... rejoice. This is a figure of speech called 
personification, in which inanimate things are spoken 
of as if they had human characteristics. Because the 
whole creation was negatively affected by the fall of 
humanity into sin, it could not be restored to perfec- 
tion and could not truly rejoice until humanity was 
redeemed. He is coming. When the Lord returns to 
the earth, all creation will burst out in praise. 

16:38 Obed-Edom. There are two men by this name 

in this verse. The first is the Obed-Edom whose house 

sheltered the ark for three months (13:14) and who 
was a doorkeeper (15:24). The second was also a gate- 
keeper, a son of Jeduthun. 

16:39 Zadok. Until the temple of Solomon was com- 

pleted, there were two legitimate places for commu- 

nity worship—the Mosaic tabernacle at Gibeon, and 


w 


David's tabernacle on Mount Zion. Zadok, a descen- 
dant of Eleazar, served at Gibeon, while Abiathar, a 
descendant of Ithamar, served at Jerusalem (see note 
at 15:11). 

16:41 Jeduthun. This was probably another name for 
the musician Ethan, who is usually named together 
with Asaph and Heman (15:17,19; 6:33,39,44). 

16:42 musical instruments of God. It is difficult to 
overemphasize the importance of music in Old Tes- 
tament worship. The Book of Psalms in itself, and 
constant references to choral and orchestral ministry 
demonstrate the significance of music as the peo- 
ple worshiped their Creator (9:33; 15:16-24; 16:4-6; 
25:1-31). 

17:1 Nathan the prophet. Nathan was a prophet at 
the time of both David and Solomon. He was closely 
connected with both kings, and was trusted as a 
faithful spokesman of God (2 Sam. 7:2-3; 12:1-15; 
1 Kin. 1:8-38; 45; 2 Chr. 29:25). The “book of Nathan 
the prophet” provided a source for the composition 
of the books of Chronicles (29:29; 2 Chr. 9:29). ahouse 
of cedar. Cedar paneling was too expensive to be 
used in an ordinary home. 


16:33 4 Is. 55:12, 13 "[Matt. 25:31-46]  16:345Ps. 106:1; 
107:1; 118:1; 136:1 16:35 'Ps. 106:47,48 16:36" 1 Kin. 
8:15,56 YDeut.27:15 16:37”1 Chr. 16:4,5 *Ezra 

3:4 16:38¥1 Chr. 13:14 = 16:3922 Chr. 1:3 71 Kin. 

3:4 16:40 [Ex. 29:38-42] 16:41 ¢2 Chr. 5:13; 7:3 
16:43 42 Sam. 6:18-20 17:192 Sam. 7:1 


3But it happened that night that the word 
of God came to Nathan, saying, 4“Go and 
tell My servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: 
“You shall Snot build Me a house to dwell 
in. 5For I have not dwelt in a house since the 
time that I brought up Israel, even to this 
day, but have gone from tent to tent, and 
from one tabernacle to another. ®Wherever 
I have moved about with all Israel, have I 
ever spoken a word to any of the judges of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My 
people, saying, ‘Why have you not built Me 
a house of cedar?’”’ 7Now therefore, thus 
shall you say to My servant David, ‘Thus 
says the LorD of hosts: “I took you ‘from 
the sheepfold, from following the sheep, to 
be ruler over My people Israel. 8And I have 
been with you wherever you have gone, 
and have cut off all your enemies from be- 
fore you, and have made you a name like 
the name of the great men who are on the 
earth. 9Moreover I will appoint a place for 
My people Israel, and will ¢4plant them, that 
they may dwell in a place of their own and 
move no more; nor shall the sons of wick- 
edness oppress them anymore, as previ- 
ously, !since the time that I commanded 
judges to be over My people Israel. Also I 
will subdue all your enemies. Furthermore 
I tell you that the LORD will build you a 
house.* !!And it shall be, when your days 
are ¢fulfilled, when you must go to be with 
your fathers, that I will set up your fseed af- 
ter you, who will be of your sons; and I will 
establish his kingdom. !2#He shall build Me 
a house, and I will establish his throne for- 
ever. 18h] will be his Father, and he shall be 
My son; and I will not take My mercy away 
from him, ‘as I took it from him who was 
before you. 4And J] will establish him in 
My house and in My kingdom forever; and 
his throne shall be established forever.”’” 

15According to all these words and ac- 
cording to all this vision, so Nathan spoke 
to David. 

16kThen King David went in and sat be- 
fore the LORD; and he said: “Who am I, O 
LORD God? And what is my house, that You 
have brought me this far? 17And yet this 
was a small thing in Your sight, O God; 
and You have also spoken of Your servant’s 
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house for a great while to come, and have 
regarded me according to the rank of a 
man of high degree, O LORD God. 18What 
more can David say to You for the honor of 
Your servant? For You know Your servant. 
190 LorD, for Your servant’s sake, and ac- 
cording to Your own heart, You have done 
all this greatness, in making known all 
these great things. 2°O LORD, there is none 
like You, nor is there any God besides You, 
according to all that we have heard with 
our ears. 21/And who is like Your people Is- 
rael, the one nation on the earth whom God 
went to redeem for Himself as a people— 
to make for Yourself a name by great and 
awesome deeds, by driving out nations 
from before Your people whom You re- 
deemed from Egypt? 22For You have made 
Your people Israel Your very own people 
forever; and You, LORD, have become their 
God. 

23“And now, O LORD, the word which 
You have spoken concerning Your servant 
and concerning his house, let it be estab- 
lished forever, and do as You have said. 
24So let it be established, that Your name 
may be magnified forever, saying, ‘The 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel’s 
God.’ And let the house of Your servant Da- 
vid be established before You. 25For You, O 
my God, have revealed to Your servant that 
You will build him a house. Therefore Your 
servant has found it in his heart to pray be- 
fore You. 26And now, LORD, You are God, 
and have promised this goodness to Your 
servant. 27Now You have been pleased to 
bless the house of Your servant, that it may 
continue before You forever; for You have 
blessed it, O LORD, and it shall be blessed 
forever.” 


David's Further Conquests 

1 After this “it came to pass that Da- 
vid attacked the Philistines, subdued 

them, and took Gath and its towns from the 

hand of the Philistines. 2Then he defeated 

bMoab, and the Moabites became David’s 

cservants, and brought tribute. 


*17:10 That is, a royal dynasty 


17:9 | will appoint a place. This did not mean that 
Israel would move to another land, but it was a restat- 
ing of God’s promise that they were meant to inherit 
the land (Gen. 13:14-17; 15:18-21; 17:8; Ex. 3:16-17; 
6:8; Deut. 1:8; Josh. 1:2—5). 

17:16-18 Thankfulness—As with David, God's will- 
ingness to bless us is not because we are great but 
because He is good. His purpose is for us to be like 
Him, and to bless us and establish us forever with Him 
through Christ John 14). 

17:20 any God besides You. This is a clear assertion 
of the uniqueness of Israel’s God. Statements such as 
“all gods” and “the gods of the peoples” in David's 
song of thanksgiving (16:25—26) must be understood 
in the light of this clear confession that there is only 
one living God. 


18:1 took Gath. This is the only record of David tak- 
ing a Philistine city, although he had defeated the 
Philistines many times in battle. Gath was the Philis- 
tine city closest to Israelite territory, so it posed the 
greatest threat to Israel. 

18:2 Moab. David's great-grandmother Ruth was 
a Moabitess (Ruth 4:13-17), and David had sent his 
own family to Moab for protection when he was 
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3And 4David defeated Hadadezer* king 
of Zobah as far as Hamath, as he went to 
establish his power by the River Euphra- 
tes. 4David took from him one thousand 
chariots, seven thousand* horsemen, and 
twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David 
hamstrung all the chariot horses, except 
that he spared enough of them for one hun- 
dred chariots. 

5When the eSyrians of Damascus came 
to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David 
killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. 
6Then David put garrisons in Syria of Da- 
mascus; and the Syrians became David’s 
servants, and brought tribute. So the LORD 
preserved David wherever he went. 7And 
David took the shields of gold that were on 
the servants of Hadadezer, and brought 
them to Jerusalem. 8Also from Tibhath* 
and from Chun, cities of Hadadezer, David 
brought a large amount of /bronze, with 
which Solomon made the bronze Sea, the 
pillars, and the articles of bronze. 

§SNow when Tou* king of Hamath heard 
that David had defeated all the army 
of Hadadezer king of Zobah, !he sent 
Hadoram* his son to King David, to greet 
him and bless him, because he had fought 
against Hadadezer and defeated him (for 
Hadadezer had been at war with Tou); and 
Hadoram brought with him all kinds of "ar- 
ticles of gold, silver, and bronze. !!King Da- 
vid also dedicated these to the LORD, along 
with the silver and gold that he had brought 
from all these nations—from Edom, from 
Moab, from the ‘people of Ammon, from the 
iPhilistines, and from *Amalek. 

122Moreover 'Abishai the son of Zeruiah 
killed "eighteen thousand Edomites* in the 
Valley of Salt. 13"He also put garrisons in 
Edom, and all the Edomites became Da- 
vid’s servants. And the LORD preserved 
David wherever he went. 


David’s Administration 

14So David reigned over all Israel, and 
administered judgment and justice to all 
his people. Joab the son of Zeruiah was 
over the army; Jehoshaphat the son of 
Ahilud was recorder; !6Zadok the son of 


Ahitub and Abimelech the son of Abiathar 
were the priests; Shavsha* was the scribe; 
W7oBenaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the 
Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s 
sons were chief ministers at the king’s side. 


The Ammonites and Syrians 
Defeated 
19 Ite happened after this that Nahash 
the king of the people of Ammon 

died, and his son reigned in his place. 
2Then David said, “I will show kindness 
to Hanun the son of Nahash, because his 
father showed kindness to me.” So David 
sent messengers to comfort him concern- 
ing his father. And David’s servants came 
to Hanun in the land of the people of Am- 
mon to comfort him. 

3And the princes of the people of Am- 
mon said to Hanun, “Do you think that 
David really honors your father because 
he has sent comforters to you? Did his 
servants not come to you to search and to 
overthrow and to spy out the land?” 

4Therefore Hanun took David’s servants, 
shaved them, and cut off their garments 
in the middle, at their »buttocks, and sent 
them away. 5Then some went and told Da- 
vid about the men; and he sent to meet them, 
because the men were greatly ashamed. 
And the king said, “Wait at Jericho until 
your beards have grown, and then return.” 

6When the people of Ammon saw that 
they had made themselves repulsive to 
David, Hanun and the people of Ammon 
sent a thousand talents of silver to hire for 
themselves chariots and horsemen from 
Mesopotamia,* from Syrian Maacah, cand 
from Zobah.* 7So they hired for themselves 
thirty-two thousand chariots, with the 
king of Maacah and his people, who came 
and encamped before Medeba. Also the 


* 18:3 Hebrew Hadarezer, and so throughout chap- 
ters18and19 *18:4 Or seven hundred (compare 
2 Samuel 8:4) *18:8 Spelled Betah in 2 Samuel 
8:8 *18:9 Spelled Toi in 2 Samuel 8:9, 10 

* 18:10 Spelled Joramin 2 Samuel 8:10 * 18:12 Or 
Syrians (compare 2 Samuel 8:13) _* 18:16 Spelled 
Seraiahin 2 Samuel 8:17 *19:6 Hebrew Aram 
Naharaim ¢ Spelled Zoba in 2 Samuel 10:6 


hiding from Saul (1 Sam. 22:3-4). Yet Moab had been 
an enemy of Israel (Num. 23), and would be again 
(Ezek. 25:9). 

18:11 dedicated... to the Lorb. The fact that David 
dedicated all the spoils of war to God suggests that 
he viewed the battles as campaigns initiated and led 
by God. When Solomon built the temple, he brought 
all the dedicated things into the temple treasuries 
(2 Chr. 5:1). 

18:17 Cherethites...Pelethites. These were compa- 
nies of soldiers, probably mercenaries from Philistia 
(Ezek. 25:16; 1 Sam. 30:14; 2 Sam. 15:18). 

19:1 Nahash. Nahash was reigning in Saul’s earliest 
years (1 Sam. 11:1); the present incident must have 
occurred early in David's reign at Jerusalem. 

19:3 Slander—The delegation was treated scan- 
dalously, and David's motives were slanderously 


attacked. Of course there were no grounds for such 
suspicions. Men who themselves act basely toward 
their neighbors are most likely to suspect such behav- 
ior in others. One of the marks of a godly person is that 
he does not slander with his tongue (Ps. 15:3). 

19:4 shaved... cut off. Hebrew men were proud of 
their beards and scrupulously modest in their attire. 
The Ammonites had humiliated David's men in the 
most offensive way possible. 

19:6 a thousand talents. A talent is about 75 pounds. 
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people of Ammon gathered together from 
their cities, and came to battle. 

8Now when David heard of it, he sent 
Joab and all the army of the mighty men. 
§8Then the people of Ammon came out and 
put themselves in battle array before the 
gate of the city, and the kings who had 
come were by themselves in the field. 

10When Joab saw that the battle line was 
against him before and behind, he chose 
some of Israel’s best and put them in battle 
array against the Syrians. And the rest 
of the people he put under the command 
of Abishai his brother, and they set them- 
selves in battle array against the people of 
Ammon. !2Then he said, “If the Syrians are 
too strong for me, then you shall help me; 
but if the people of Ammon are too strong 
for you, then I will help you. Be of good 
courage, and let us be strong for our people 
and for the cities of our God. And may the 
LORD do what is good in His sight.” 

14So Joab and the people who were with 
him drew near for the battle against the 
Syrians, and they fled before him. 15 When 
the people of Ammon saw that the Syrians 
were fleeing, they also fled before Abishai 
his brother, and entered the city. So Joab 
went to Jerusalem. 

16Now when the Syrians saw that they 
had been defeated by Israel, they sent 
messengers and brought the Syrians who 
were beyond the River,* and Shophach* 
the commander of Hadadezer’s army went 
before them. !7When it was told David, he 
gathered all Israel, crossed over the Jordan 
and came upon them, and set up in battle 
array against them. So when David had 
set up in battle array against the Syrians, 
they fought with him. !8Then the Syrians 
fled before Israel; and David killed seven 
thousand* charioteers and forty thousand 
foot soldiers* of the Syrians, and killed 
Shophach the commander of the army. 
19And when the servants of Hadadezer 
saw that they were defeated by Israel, they 
made peace with David and became his 
servants. So the Syrians were not willing 
to help the people of Ammon anymore. 


Rabbah Is Conquered 
2 It¢ happened in the spring of the year, 
at the time kings go out to battle, 
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that Joab led out the armed forces and rav- 
aged the country of the people of Ammon, 
and came and besieged Rabbah. But »Da- 
vid stayed at Jerusalem. And Joab defeat- 
ed Rabbah and overthrew it. 2Then David 
dtook their king’s crown from his head, and 
found it to weigh a talent of gold, and there 
were precious stones in it. And it was set 
on David’s head. Also he brought out the 
spoil of the city in great abundance. ?And 
he brought out the people who were in it, 
and put them to work* with saws, with iron 
picks, and with axes. So David did to all the 
cities of the people of Ammon. Then David 
and all the people returned to Jerusalem. 


Philistine Giants Destroyed 

4Now it happened afterward ¢that war 
broke out at Gezer with the Philistines, 
at which time /Sibbechai the Hushathite 
killed Sippai,* who was one of the sons of 
the giant. And they were subdued. 

5Again there was war with the Philis- 
tines, and Elhanan the son of Jair* killed 
Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, 
the shaft of whose spear was like a weav- 
er’s beam. 

6Yet again "there was war at Gath, 
where there was a man of great stature, 
with twenty-four fingers and toes, six on 
each hand and six on each foot; and he also 
was born to the giant. 7So when he defied 
Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea,* Da- 
vid’s brother, killed him. 

8These were born to the giant in Gath, 
and they fell by the hand of David and by 
the hand of his servants. 


The Census of Israel and Judah 

2 Now ¢Satan stood up against Israel, 
and moved David to number Israel. 

2So David said to Joab and to the leaders of 

the people, “Go, number Israel from Beer- 

sheba to Dan, »and bring the number of 

them to me that I may know it.” 


*19:16 That is, the Euphrates * Spelled Shobach 
in2 Samuel 10:16 *19:18 Or seven hundred 
(compare 2 Samuel 10:18) * Or horsemen (com- 
pare 2 Samuel 10:18) *20:3 Septuagint reads 
cut them. *20:4 Spelled Saph in 2 Samuel 21:18 
*20:5 Spelled Jaare-Oregim in 2 Samuel 21:19 

* 20:7 Spelled Shimeah in 2 Samuel 21:21 and 
Shammah in 1 Samuel 16:9 


19:19 servants. “Servants” did not signify household 
slaves, but national subservience to a greater power, 
in this case, Israel. 

20:1 David stayed at Jerusalem. This is the time that 
David committed adultery with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 
11). The chronicler omits this story, not because it is 
unsavory, but because it has no bearing on his theme. 
He is showing how the Davidic dynasty was the fulflll- 
ment of God’s promises. 

20:2 crown. The crown David took was ceremo- 
nial and not for wearing, since it weighed about 75 
pounds. David put the crown on his head to demon- 
strate that he had vanquished the Ammonites and 
now reigned over them as well. 


20:7 Shimea. This was David's older brother, the 
third son of Jesse (2:13). 

20:8 the giant in Gath. Goliath was from Gath 
(1 Sam. 17:4). 

21:1 Temptation by Satan—The role of Satan as the 
Christian's opponent is well summed up by the mean- 
ing of the name Satan, which means “adversary.” He 
is also called “the devil,” meaning “accuser.” He can 
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3And Joab answered, “May the LORD 
make His people a hundred times more 
than they are. But, my lord the king, are 
they not all my lord’s servants? Why then 
does my lord require this thing? Why 
should he be a cause of guilt in Israel?” 
4Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed 
against Joab. Therefore Joab departed 
and went throughout all Israel and came 
to Jerusalem. 5Then Joab gave the sum 
of the number of the people to David. All 
Israel had one million one hundred thou- 
sand men who drew the sword, and Judah 
had four hundred and seventy thousand 
men who drew the sword. ®But he did not 
count Levi and Benjamin among them, for 
the king’s word was abominable to Joab. 
7And God was displeased with this 
thing; therefore He struck Israel. 8So Da- 
vid said to God, @“I have sinned greatly, 
because I have done this thing; ebut now, 
I pray, take away the iniquity of Your ser- 
vant, for I have done very foolishly.” 
§Then the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s 
fseer, saying, !°“Go and tell David, ¢say- 
ing, ‘Thus says the LORD: “I offer you three 
things; choose one of them for yourself, 
that I may do it to you.”’” 


So Gad came to David and said to him, 
“Thus says the LORD: ‘Choose for yourself, 
12heither three* years of famine, or three 
months to be defeated by your foes with the 
sword of your enemies overtaking you, or 
else for three days the sword of the LORD— 
the plague in the land, with the angel* of 
the LORD destroying throughout all the ter- 
ritory of Israel.’ Now consider what answer 
I should take back to Him who sent me.” 

13And David said to Gad, “I am in great 
distress. Please let me fall into the hand of 
the LORD, for His imercies are very great; 
but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 

14So0 the LORD sent a /plague upon Israel, 
and seventy thousand men of Israel fell. 
And God sent an “angel to Jerusalem to 
destroy it. As he* was destroying, the LORD 
looked and 'relented of the disaster, and 
said to the angel who was destroying, “It is 
enough; now restrain your* hand.” And the 
angel of the LORD stood by the “threshing 
floor of Ornan* the Jebusite. 


* 21:12 Or seven (compare 2 Samuel 24:13) ¢ Or 
Angel, and so elsewhere in this chapter 

* 21:15 Or He © Or Your ¢ Spelled Araunah in 
2 Samuel 24:16 


appear as a dragon (Rev. 12:3-4,9) or as a beautifully 
deceptive “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). He stands 
hatefully opposed to all the work of God and pro- 
motes defiance among men (Job 2:4—5). When Satan 
sinned he was expelled from heaven (Luke 10:18), 
although apparently he still had some access to God 
(Job 2:4—5). A multitude of angels joined him in his 
rebellion and subsequently became the demons 
mentioned often in the biblical record (Matt. 12:24; 
Rev. 12:7). Although Satan’s doom was secured by 
Jesus’ death on the cross John 16:11), he will continue 
to hinder God's program until he and his angels are 
destroyed (Matt. 25:41). 

The terrifying work of Satan in the unbeliever is 
described in Scripture as follows: he blinds their minds 
(2 Cor. 4:4); he takes the Word of God from their hearts 
(Luke 8:12); and he controls them (Acts 13:8). In regard 
to Christians, Satan may accuse them (Rev. 12:10), 
devour their testimony for Christ (1 Pet. 5:8—9), deceive 
them (Col. 2:8), hinder their work (1 Thess. 2:18), tempt 
them to immorality (1 Cor. 7:5), and even be used by 
God to discipline Christians (1 Cor. 5:5; 2 Cor. 12:7). 

The Christian’s response to Satan is to recognize 
his power and deception (2 Cor. 2:11; Eph. 6:11), to 
adhere steadfastly to the faith (1 Pet. 5:9) to resist 
him openly (James 4:7), and not to give him oppor- 
tunities. In practice, the best way to oppose him is 
to be a growing Christian. Believers can respond to 
temptation by Satan with confidence. We know that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom. 
8:38-39). Also in light of Satan's tremendous power 
to blind men to the gospel, Christians must always be 
aggressively and compassionately witnessing to the 
lost in order to snatch them from his control. 

21:2 David said. Samuel attributed David's impulse 
to number the people to God Himself (2 Sam. 24:1) 
while here it is attributed to Satan (v. 1). The appar- 
ent contradiction can be resolved by recognizing 
that though Satan is the author of all evil, he cannot 


exercise his evil intentions apart from the permission 
of God. Moreover, God could use Satan to accomplish 
His own purposes of judgment (1 Kin. 22:19-23; Job 
1) or discipline (as here with David). Go, number. 
David's plan to take a census was not evil in itself, 
for the Lord Himself at other times had commanded 
the Israelites to be counted (Num. 1). The problem 
seems to have been David's presumptuous attitude. 
He apparently wanted to have a number to look at, 
instead of remembering that no matter how many or 
few were the Israelites, their strength was always in 
the Lord. Beersheba to Dan. This was the traditional 
way of describing all of Israel from south to north. The 
distance is about 150 miles. 

21:3 a cause of guilt. Joab's warning was David's 
chance to repent of his intention to number the peo- 
ple for his own purposes. God does not entice us to 
evil James 1:13-15; 4:7-8), and even though God 
was using Satan in this situation, David was still the 
one who decided to sin (v. 17). God knew what was 
in David's heart, and either through Joab’s rebuke or 
through David carrying out his sinful thoughts, God 
intended to deal with David's attitude. 

21:9 seer. Gad was a prophet, one who received rev- 
elations from the Lord (1 Sam. 22:5). 

21:15 Jerusalem to destroy it. When God saw 
David's repentance and heard his intercessory prayer 
(v. 17), He relented and stopped the destroying angel. 
God responded to David's heartfelt prayer. One of 
the most important aspects of intercessory prayer 
is how it turns the heart of the one praying toward 
God, and aligns the intercessor with God's attitudes 
and purposes. 
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16Then David lifted his eyes and "saw 
the angel of the LORD standing between 
earth and heaven, having in his hand a 
drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. 
So David and the elders, clothed in sack- 
cloth, fell on their faces. 17And David said 
to God, “Was it not I who commanded the 
people to be numbered? I am the one who 
has sinned and done evil indeed; but these 
osheep, what have they done? Let Your 
hand, I pray, O LORD my God, be against 
me and my father’s house, but not against 
Your people that they should be plagued.” 

18Therefore, the Pangel of the LORD 
commanded Gad to say to David that 
David should go and erect an altar to the 
LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite. 19So David went up at the word 
of Gad, which he had spoken in the name 
of the LORD. 29Now Ornan turned and saw 
the angel; and his four sons who were with 
him hid themselves, but Ornan continued 
threshing wheat. 21So David came to Or- 
nan, and Ornan looked and saw David. 
And he went out from the threshing floor, 
and bowed before David with his face to 
the ground. 22Then David said to Ornan, 
“Grant me the place of this threshing floor, 
that I may build an altar on it to the LORD. 
You shall grant it to me at the full price, 
that the plague may be withdrawn from 
the people.” 

23But Ornan said to David, “Take it to 
yourself, and let my lord the king do what 
is good in his eyes. Look, I also give you 
the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing 
implements for wood, and the wheat for the 
grain offering; I give it all.” 

24Then King David said to Ornan, “No, 
but I will surely buy it for the full price, for 
I will not take what is yours for the LORD, 
nor offer burnt offerings with that which 
costs me nothing.” 25So ¢David gave Or- 
nan six hundred shekels of gold by weight 
for the place. 26And David built there an 
altar to the LORD, and offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace offerings, and called on the 
LORD; and "He answered him from heaven 
by fire on the altar of burnt offering. 

27So the LORD commanded the angel, 
and he returned his sword to its sheath. 

28At that time, when David saw that the 
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LORD had answered him on the threshing 
floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed 
there. 29sFor the tabernacle of the LORD 
and the altar of the burnt offering, which 
Moses had made in the wilderness, were at 
that time at the high place in ‘Gibeon. 39But 
David could not go before it to inquire of 
God, for he was afraid of the sword of the 
angel of the LORD. 


David Prepares to Build the Temple 
2 Then David said, ““This is the house 
of the LORD God, and this is the al- 

tar of burnt offering for Israel.” 2S0 David 
commanded to gather the “aliens who 
were in the land of Israel; and he appoint- 
ed masons to ‘cut hewn stones to build the 
house of God. 3And David prepared iron 
in abundance for the nails of the doors of 
the gates and for the joints, and bronze in 
abundance ¢beyond measure, 4and cedar 
trees in abundance; for the eSidonians and 
those from Tyre brought much cedar wood 
to David. 

5Now David said, “Solomon my son is 
young and inexperienced, and the house 
to be built for the LORD must be exceed- 
ingly magnificent, famous and glorious 
throughout all countries. I will now make 
preparation for it.” So David made abun- 
dant preparations before his death. 

6Then he called for his son Solomon, and 
charged him to build a house for the LORD 
God of Israel. 7And David said to Solomon: 
“My son, as for me, sit was in my mind to 
build a house "to the name of the LORD my 
God; 8but the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood 
and have made great wars; you shall not 
build a house for My name, because you 
have shed much blood on the earth in My 
sight. 9Behold, a son shall be born to you, 
who shall be a man of rest; and I will give 
him Frest from all his enemies all around. 
His name shall be Solomon,* for I will give 
peace and quietness to Israel in his days. 
10’'He shall build a house for My name, 
and he shall be My son, and I will be his 
Father; and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom over Israel forever.’ 1!Now, 


* 22:9 Literally Peaceful 


21:24 costs me nothing. David showed a clear per- 
ception of the essence of sacrifice. Every prayer, every 
sacrifice must come from the heart and labor of the 
one who offers these things to God. No one can have 
a relationship with God for or on the behalf of some- 
one else. 

21:29 tabernacle... which Moses had made. The 
Old Testament account does not fully trace the move- 
ment of the tabernacle after Shiloh, but it did end up 
first at Nob and finally at Gibeon (15:1). 

22:1 This is the house of the LorD God. As long as 
the ark remained at Kirjath Jearim and the tabernacle 
of Moses was at Nob and Gibeon, it was impossible 
for worship to be carried out in the manner originally 


intended. When the house of God was built, the ark 
and the altar would be together once again. 

22:5 young and inexperienced. Solomon was born 
about halfway through David's reign. At the time that 
David began to gather building materials, Solomon 
was probably not over 18 years old. 
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my son, may "the LORD be with you; and 
may you prosper, and build the house of 
the LORD your God, as He has said to you. 
12O0nly may the LORD °give you wisdom 
and understanding, and give you charge 
concerning Israel, that you may keep the 
law of the LORD your God. Then you 
will prosper, if you take care to fulfill the 
statutes and judgments with which the 
LORD charged Moses concerning Israel. 
aBe strong and of good courage; do not 
fear nor be dismayed. Indeed I have tak- 
en much trouble to prepare for the house 
of the LORD one hundred thousand talents 
of gold and one million talents of silver, 
and bronze and iron "beyond measure, for 
it is so abundant. I have prepared timber 
and stone also, and you may add to them. 
15Moreover there are workmen with you in 
abundance: woodsmen and stonecutters, 
and all types of skillful men for every kind 
of work. !6Of gold and silver and bronze 
and iron there is no limit. Arise and begin 
working, and sthe LORD be with you.” 
17David also commanded all the ‘leaders 
of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying, 
18“Ts not the LORD your God with you? 
uAnd has He not given you rest on every 
side? For He has given the inhabitants of 
the land into my hand, and the land is sub- 
dued before the LORD and before His peo- 
ple. 19Now set your heart and your soul to 
seek the LORD your God. Therefore arise 
and build the sanctuary of the LORD God, 
to vbring the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD and the holy articles of God into the 
house that is to be built “for the name of 
the LORD.” 


The Divisions of the Levites 
2 3 So when David was old and full of 
days, he made his son ¢Solomon king 
over Israel. 
2And he gathered together all the lead- 
ers of Israel, with the priests and the Le- 
vites. 3Now the Levites were numbered 
from the age of >thirty years and above; 
and the number of individual males was 
thirty-eight thousand. 4Of these, twenty- 
four thousand were to ‘look after the work 
of the house of the LORD, six thousand 


were 4officers and judges, *four thousand 
were gatekeepers, and four thousand 
epraised the LORD with musical instru- 
ments, /“which I made,” said David, “for 
giving praise.” 

6Also gDavid separated them into divi- 
sions among the sons of Levi: Gershon, 
Kohath, and Merari. 

70f the "Gershonites: Laadan* and 
Shimei. 8The sons of Laadan: the first 
Jehiel, then Zetham and Joel—three in all. 
8The sons of Shimei: Shelomith, Haziel, 
and Haran—three in all. These were the 
heads of the fathers’ houses of Laadan. 
10And the sons of Shimei: Jahath, Zina,* 
Jeush, and Beriah. These were the four 
sons of Shimei. "Jahath was the first and 
Zizah the second. But Jeush and Beriah did 
not have many sons; therefore they were 
assigned as one father’s house. 

LiThe sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, 
Hebron, and Uzziel—four in all. The 
sons of ‘Amram: Aaron and Moses; and 
k Aaron was Set apart, he and his sons for- 
ever, that he should sanctify the most holy 
things, 'to burn incense before the LORD, 
mto minister to Him, and "to give the bless- 
ing in His name forever. 4Now °the sons 
of Moses the man of God were reckoned 
to the tribe of Levi. 5»The sons of Moses 
were Gershon* and Eliezer. !6Of the sons 
of Gershon, «Shebuel* was the first. 17Of 
the descendants of Eliezer, "Rehabiah was 
the first. And Eliezer had no other sons, 
but the sons of Rehabiah were very many. 
18Of the sons of Izhar, sShelomith was the 
first. 19tOf the sons of Hebron, Jeriah was 
the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the 
third, and Jekameam the fourth. 2Of the 
sons of Uzziel, Michah was the first and 
Jesshiah the second. 

2luThe sons of Merari were Mahli and 
Mushi. The sons of Mahli were Eleazar and 
vKish. 22And Eleazar died, and whad no 
sons, but only daughters; and their breth- 
ren, the sons of Kish, xtook them as wives. 


* 23:7 Spelled Libniin Exodus 6:17 * 23:10 Sep- 
tuagint and Vulgate read Zizah (compare verse 
11). *23:15 Hebrew Gershom (compare 6:16) 

* 23:16 Spelled Shubael in 24:20 


22:13 Zeal—David says in Psalm 71, “O God, You 
have taught me from my youth: and to this day | 
declare Your wondrous works” (v. 17). Wherever he 
went, David proclaimed the goodness and majesty of 
God, and now he saw the temple and the centrality 
of worship as the pinnacle of his service for God. He 
could encourage Solomon to proceed with confi- 
dence because he knew he was doing God's will. 

22:18 subdued before the Lorp. The conquest of 
the land began in Joshua’s time and was completed 
under David. It had been a long process, including 
times of great disobedience and others of great faith. 
There is an element of submission in this statement, 
relating both to the Israelites and the land itself. 

23:1 his son Solomon king. This phrasing suggests 


that this is an official appointment, perhaps in the 
role of coregent with David. It was later ratified by the 
whole nation (29:22). 
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23yThe sons of Mushi were Mahili, Eder, and 
Jeremoth—three in all. 

24These were the sons of Levi by their 
fathers’ houses—the heads of the fathers’ 
houses as they were counted individually 
by the number of their names, who did the 
work for the service of the house of the 
LORD, from the age of “twenty years and 
above. 

25For David said, “The LORD God of Is- 
rael bhas given rest to His people, that they 
may dwell in Jerusalem forever”; 26and also 
to the Levites, “They shall no longer carry 
the tabernacle, or any of the articles for its 
service.” 27For by the 4last words of David 
the Levites were numbered from twenty 
years old and above; 28because their duty 
was to help the sons of Aaron in the service 
of the house of the LORD, in the courts and 
in the chambers, in the purifying of all holy 
things and the work of the service of the 
house of God, 29both with ethe showbread 
and fthe fine flour for the grain offering, 
with ¢the unleavened cakes and "what is 
baked in the pan, with what is mixed and 
with all kinds of ‘measures and sizes; 3°to 
stand every morning to thank and praise 
the LORD, and likewise at evening; ?land 
at every presentation of a burnt offering 
to the LORD jon the Sabbaths and on the 
New Moons and on the &set feasts, by num- 
ber according to the ordinance governing 
them, regularly before the LORD; 32and that 
they should ‘attend to the "needs of the tab- 
ernacle of meeting, the needs of the holy 
place, and the "needs of the sons of Aaron 
their brethren in the work of the house of 
the LORD. 


The Divisions of the Priests 
24 Now these are the divisions of 
the sons of Aaron. “The sons of 
Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, 
and Ithamar. 2And »Nadab and Abi- 
hu died before their father, and had no 
children; therefore Eleazar and Ithamar 
ministered as priests. 3Then David 
with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and 
cAhimelech of the sons of Ithamar, 
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divided them according to the schedule of 
their service. 

4There were more leaders found of the 
sons of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar, 
and thus they were divided. Among the 
sons of Eleazar were sixteen heads of 
their fathers’ houses, and eight heads of 
their fathers’ houses among the sons of 
Ithamar. 5Thus they were divided by lot, 
one group as another, for there were offi- 
cials of the sanctuary and officials of the 
house of God, from the sons of Eleazar and 
from the sons of Ithamar. 6And the scribe, 
Shemaiah the son of Nethanel, one of the 
Levites, wrote them down before the king, 
the leaders, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech 
the son of Abiathar, and the heads of the 
fathers’ houses of the priests and Levites, 
one father’s house taken for Eleazar and 
one for Ithamar. 

7Now the first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the 
second to Jedaiah, 8the third to Harim, 
the fourth to Seorim, %the fifth to Malchi- 
jah, the sixth to Mijamin, !the seventh to 
Hakkoz, the eighth to ¢Abijah, "the ninth 
to Jeshua, the tenth to Shecaniah, !2the 
eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, 
Bthe thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth 
to Jeshebeab, “the fifteenth to Bilgah, the 
sixteenth to Immer, !5the seventeenth to 
Hezir, the eighteenth to Happizzez,* !6the 
nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to 
Jehezekel,* !7the twenty-first to Jachin, the 
twenty-second to Gamul, !8the twenty-third 
to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah. 

19This was the schedule of their service 
efor coming into the house of the LORD ac- 
cording to their ordinance by the hand of 
Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Is- 
rael had commanded him. 


Other Levites 

20And the rest of the sons of Levi: of the 
sons of Amram, Shubael;* of the sons of 
Shubael, Jehdeiah. 2!Concerning fRehabi- 
ah, of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was 


*24:15 Septuagint and Vulgate read Aphses. 
* 24:16 Masoretic Text reads Jehezkel. 
* 24:20 Spelled Shebuel in 23:16 


23:26 no longer carry. When the tabernacle was 
replaced by a permanent building, the role of the Le- 
vites changed. This is another aspect of the subdued 
land. The Israelites were there to stay. 

23:30 Praise—This is a beautiful picture of daily 
praise, thanking the Lord for the day that begins and 
the day that ends. As believers, we don’t need some- 
one else to thank the Lord on our behalf. We need to 
praise Him. The value of praise is that it lifts our hearts 
to God's heart. It keeps us thinking about Him and 
worshiping Him. Life can be almost overwhelming at 
times, and a habit of praising God lifts our thoughts 
above our troubles and focuses on who He is and 
what He has done. 

23:32 holy place. This referred to the outer room 
of the tabernacle. The Most Holy Place was only 
approached by the high priest. 


24:1 sons of Aaron. See notes at 6:2—4; 15:11. 

24:10 Abijah. This Abijah may be the ancestor of 
Zacharias, father of John the Baptist, who is named 
in Luke 1:5. 

24:20-21 sons of Levi. The nonpriestly Levites also 
were divided by clan to determine their service rota- 
tion. 
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Isshiah. 22Of the Izharites, Shelomoth;* of 
the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath. 23O0f the 
sons of ¢Hebron,* Jeriah was the first,* 
Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, 
and Jekameam the fourth. 24Of the sons 
of Uzziel, Michah; of the sons of Michah, 
Shamir. 25The brother of Michah, Isshiah; 
of the sons of Isshiah, Zechariah. 26"The 
sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi; the 
son of Jaaziah, Beno. 27The sons of Merari 
by Jaaziah were Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, 
and Ibri. 28Of Mahli: Eleazar, ‘who had 
no sons. 29Of Kish: the son of Kish, Je- 
rahmeel. 

30Also ithe sons of Mushi were Mahli, 
Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons 
of the Levites according to their fathers’ 
houses. 

31These also cast lots just as their broth- 
ers the sons of Aaron did, in the presence 
of King David, Zadok, Ahimelech, and the 
heads of the fathers’ houses of the priests 
and Levites. The chief fathers did just as 
their younger brethren. 


The Musicians 
2 5 Moreover David and the captains of 
the army separated for the service 
some of the sons of “Asaph, of Heman, and 
of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with 
harps, stringed instruments, and cym- 
bals. And the number of the skilled men 
performing their service was: 2Of the sons 
of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and 
Asharelah;* the sons of Asaph were under 
the direction of Asaph, who prophesied 
according to the order of the king. 3Of 
bJeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedali- 
ah, Zeri,* Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, 
and Mattithiah, six,* under the direction 
of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied 
with a harp to give thanks and to praise 
the LORD. 4Of Heman, the sons of Heman: 
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel,* Shebuel,* 
Jerimoth,* Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, 
Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, 
Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 5All these 
were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in 
the words of God, to exalt his ‘horn.* For 
God gave Heman fourteen sons and three 
daughters. 
6All these were under the direction of 
their father for the music in the house of the 
LORD, with cymbals, stringed instruments, 
and ¢harps, for the service of the house of 
God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were 
eunder the authority of the king. 7So the 
fnumber of them, with their brethren who 


were instructed in the songs of the LORD, 
all who were skillful, was two hundred and 
eighty-eight. 

8And they cast lots for their duty, the 
small as well as the great, sthe teacher with 
the student. 

§Now the first lot for Asaph came out 
for Joseph; the second for Gedaliah, him 
with his brethren and sons, twelve; the 
third for Zaccur, his sons and his breth- 
ren, twelve; "the fourth for Jizri,* his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; !“the fifth 
for Nethaniah, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 18the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; “the seventh 
for Jesharelah,* his sons and his breth- 
ren, twelve; the eighth for Jeshaiah, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; !6the ninth 
for Mattaniah, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; !7the tenth for Shimei, his sons and 
his brethren, twelve; 18the eleventh for Az- 
arel,* his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
19the twelfth for Hashabiah, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; 2°the thirteenth 
for Shubael,* his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 2lthe fourteenth for Mattithiah, 
his sons and his brethren, twelve; 22the 
fifteenth for Jeremoth,* his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 28the sixteenth for Hana- 
niah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
24the seventeenth for Joshbekashah, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 25the eigh- 
teenth for Hanani, his sons and his breth- 
ren, twelve; 26the nineteenth for Mallothi, 
his sons and his brethren, twelve; 27the 
twentieth for Eliathah, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 28the twenty-first for 
Hothir, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
29the twenty-second for Giddalti, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; 3°the twenty- 
third for Mahazioth, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 3!the twenty-fourth for 
Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve. 


* 24:22 Spelled Shelomith in 23:18 * 24:23 Sup- 
plied from 23:19 (following some Hebrew manu- 
scripts and Septuagint manuscripts) ¢ Supplied 
from 23:19 (following some Hebrew manuscripts 
and Septuagint manuscripts) *25:2 Spelled 
Jesharelah inverse 14 *25:3 Spelled Jizriin 
verse 11 ¢ Shimei, appearing in one Hebrew 
and several Septuagint manuscripts, com- 
pletes the total of six sons (compare verse 17). 

* 25:4 Spelled Azarel in verse 18 © Spelled Shu- 
baelin verse 20 © Spelled Jeremoth in verse 22 
*25:5 That is, to increase his power or influence 
*25:11 Spelled Zeriin verse3 *25:14 Spelled 
Asharelahinverse2 *25:18 Spelled Uzziel 
inverse4 *25:20 Spelled Shebuel in verse 4 

* 25:22 Spelled Jerimoth in verse 4 


25:1 prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, 
and cymbals. The role of prophet was not limited 
to a prediction or proclamation in words. Vocal and 
instrumental music could be a kind of prophetic mes- 
sage, usually in the form of praise (1 Sam. 10:5-6). 
25:2 according to the order of the king. This under- 
scored the leading role that David took in the reli- 
gious life of the nation. 
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The Gatekeepers 
2 6 Concerning the divisions of the gate- 
keepers: of the Korahites, Meshele- 

miah the son of «Kore, of the sons of Asaph. 
2And the sons of Meshelemiah were >Ze- 
chariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, 
Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth, 
3Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Elie- 
hoenai the seventh. 

4Moreover the sons of (Obed-Edom were 
Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the sec- 
ond, Joah the third, Sacar the fourth, Neth- 
anel the fifth, 5|Ammiel the sixth, Issachar 
the seventh, Peulthai the eighth; for God 
blessed him. 

6Also to Shemaiah his son were sons 
born who governed their fathers’ houses, 
because they were men of great ability. 
7The sons of Shemaiah were Othni, Re- 
phael, Obed, and Elzabad, whose brothers 
Elihu and Semachiah were able men. 

8All these were of the sons of Obed- 
Edom, they and their sons and their breth- 
ren, dable men with strength for the work: 
sixty-two of Obed-Edom. 

§9And Meshelemiah had sons and breth- 
ren, eighteen able men. 

10Also e¢Hosah, of the children of Merari, 
had sons: Shimri the first (for though he 
was not the firstborn, his father made him 
the first), UHilkiah the second, Tebaliah 
the third, Zechariah the fourth; all the sons 
and brethren of Hosah were thirteen. 

12Among these were the divisions of the 
gatekeepers, among the chief men, having 
duties just like their brethren, to serve in 
the house of the LORD. And they ‘cast lots 
for each gate, the small as well as the great, 
according to their father’s house. The lot 
for the East Gate fell to Shelemiah. Then 
they cast lots for his son Zechariah, a wise 
counselor, and his lot came out for the 
North Gate; to Obed-Edom the South 
Gate, and to his sons the storehouse.* 16To 
Shuppim and Hosah the lot came out for 
the West Gate, with the Shallecheth Gate 
on the “ascending highway—watchman 
opposite watchman. !7On the east were 
six Levites, on the north four each day, on 
the south four each day, and for the store- 
house* two by two. 18As for the Parbar* on 
the west, there were four on the highway 
and two at the Parbar. !9These were the di- 
visions of the gatekeepers among the sons 
of Korah and among the sons of Merari. 
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The Treasuries and Other Duties 

200f the Levites, Ahijah was over the 
treasuries of the house of God and over 
the treasuries of the ‘dedicated things. 
21The sons of Laadan, the descendants of 
the Gershonites of Laadan, heads of their 
fathers’ houses, of Laadan the Gershonite: 
Jehieli. 22The sons of Jehieli, Zetham and 
Joel his brother, were over the treasuries 
of the house of the LORD. 23Of the j:Am- 
ramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites, 
and the Uzzielites: 24kShebuel the son of 
Gershom, the son of Moses, was overseer 
of the treasuries. 25And his brethren by 
Eliezer were Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah 
his son, Joram his son, Zichri his son, and 
'Shelomith his son. 

26This Shelomith and his brethren were 
over all the treasuries of the dedicated 
things "which King David and the heads 
of fathers’ houses, the captains over thou- 
sands and hundreds, and the captains of 
the army, had dedicated. 27Some of the 
spoils won in battles they dedicated to 
maintain the house of the LORD. 28And all 
that Samuel "the seer, Saul the son of Kish, 
Abner the son of Ner, and Joab the son of 
Zeruiah had dedicated, every dedicated 
thing, was under the hand of Shelomith 
and his brethren. 

290f the Izharites, Chenaniah and his 
sons °performed duties as Pofficials and 
judges over Israel outside Jerusalem. 

300f the Hebronites, (Hashabiah and 
his brethren, one thousand seven hun- 
dred able men, had the oversight of Israel 
on the west side of the Jordan for all the 
business of the LORD, and in the service 
of the king. 31Among the Hebronites, 
rJerijah was head of the Hebronites ac- 
cording to his genealogy of the fathers. 
In the fortieth year of the reign of David 
they were sought, and there were found 
among them capable men sat Jazer of Gile- 
ad. 32And his brethren were two thousand 
seven hundred able men, heads of fathers’ 
houses, whom King David made officials 
over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, for every matter 
pertaining to God and the taffairs of the 
king. 


*26:15 Hebrew asuppim *26:17 Hebrew 
asuppim *26:18 Probably a court or colonnade 
extending west of the temple 


26:1-32 Duty—Our duties include all of the activi- 
ties required to fulfill an assigned service. We are not 
praised for doing these jobs, and sometimes only the 
Lord sees what we have done. The temple servants 
knew that their jobs were “for” the Lord, but they 
were not personally very visible among the hundreds 
who did similar tasks. From the gatekeepers to the 
guardians of the treasures, faithfulness was the moral 
obligation, or duty, of each officer. For us as believ- 
ers, the moral obligation is the same. We are never 
off duty. 

26:14 lot for the East Gate. The East Gate was the 


most important because it led straight into the main 
entrance of the temple. 
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462  1Chronicles 27:1 
The Military Divisions 
27 And the children of Israel, according 
to their number, the heads of fathers’ 

houses, the captains of thousands and 
hundreds and their officers, served the 
king in every matter of the military divi- 
sions. These divisions came in and went 
out month by month throughout all the 
months of the year, each division having 
twenty-four thousand. 

2Over the first division for the first 
month was ¢Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel, 
and in his division were twenty-four thou- 
sand; she was of the children of Perez, and 
the chief of all the captains of the army for 
the first month. 4Over the division of the 
second month was Dodai* an Ahohite, and 
of his division Mikloth also was the leader; 
in his division were twenty-four thousand. 
5The third captain of the army for the third 
month was >Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada 
the priest, who was chief; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. &This was 
the Benaiah who was ‘mighty among the 
thirty, and was over the thirty; in his divi- 
sion was Ammizabad his son. 7The fourth 
captain for the fourth month was ¢4Asahel 
the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his son 
after him; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. 8The fifth captain for the fifth 
month was Shamhuth* the Izrahite; in his 
division were twenty-four thousand. 9The 
sixth captain for the sixth month was elIra 
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite; in his divi- 
sion were twenty-four thousand. !°The 
seventh captain for the seventh month 
was /Helez the Pelonite, of the children of 
Ephraim; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. !'The eighth captain for the 
eighth month was £Sibbechai the Husha- 
thite, of the Zarhites; in his division were 
twenty-four thousand. !2The ninth captain 
for the ninth month was "Abiezer the Ana- 
thothite, of the Benjamites; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. !8The tenth 
captain for the tenth month was ‘Maha- 
rai the Netophathite, of the Zarhites; in 
his division were twenty-four thousand. 
4The eleventh captain for the eleventh 


month was /Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the 
children of Ephraim; in his division were 
twenty-four thousand. The twelfth cap- 
tain for the twelfth month was Heldai* the 
Netophathite, of Othniel; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. 


Leaders of Tribes 

16Furthermore, over the tribes of Is- 
rael: the officer over the Reubenites was 
Eliezer the son of Zichri; over the Sime- 
onites, Shephatiah the son of Maachah; 
over the Levites, :Hashabiah the son of 
Kemuel; over the Aaronites, Zadok; !8o0ver 
Judah, 'Elihu, one of David’s brothers; over 
Issachar, Omri the son of Michael; !%over 
Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah; 
over Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel; 
20over the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the 
son of Azaziah; over the half-tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah; 2lover the 
half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the 
son of Zechariah; over Benjamin, Jaasiel 
the son of Abner; 220ver Dan, Azarel the 
son of Jeroham. These were the leaders of 
the tribes of Israel. 

23But David did not take the number of 
those twenty years old and under, because 
mthe LORD had said He would multiply Is- 
rael like the "stars of the heavens. 24Joab 
the son of Zeruiah began a census, but he 
did not finish, for °wrath came upon Israel 
because of this census; nor was the number 
recorded in the account of the chronicles of 
King David. 


Other State Officials 

25And Azmaveth the son of Adiel was 
over the king’s treasuries; and Jehonathan 
the son of Uzziah was over the storehous- 
es in the field, in the cities, in the villag- 
es, and in the fortresses. 26Ezri the son of 
Chelub was over those who did the work 
of the field for tilling the ground. 27And 


*27:4 Hebrew Dodai, usually spelled Dodo 
(compare 2 Samuel 23:9) *27:8 Spelled 
Shammoth in 11:27 and Shammah in 2 Samuel 
23:11  *27:15 Spelled Heled in 11:30 and Heleb in 
2 Samuel 23:29 


27:1 heads of fathers’ houses, the captains. Appar- 
ently a professional standing army is being described 
here, one that was divided into twelve corps. 

27:2 Jashobeam. A connection can be made here to 
the list of David's mighty men, which is also headed 
by Jashobeam (11:11-12). He was one of “the three,” 
which meant that he was regarded as unusually heroic. 
27:4 Dodai. Dodai's son Eleazar was the second of 
the mighty men included in the first trio along with 
Jashobeam (11:12). 

27:5 Benaiah. As the son of a priest, Benaiah was from 
the tribe of Levi. In the earlier list of mighty men he 
was celebrated for killing a lion and a gigantic Egyp- 
tian (11:22-23). Because of this kind of courage, he was 
honored among the thirty mighty men, though he was 
not one of “the three” (11:24). Later he was named as 
commander of the entire Israelite army (2 Kin. 4:4). 


27:7 Asahel. David’s nephew Asahel (2:15-16) was 
among the thirty mighty men, but did not achieve a 
position among “the three” (11:26). 

27:11-12 Sibbechai ... Abiezer. These two men 
were also members of the elite thirty mighty men. 
11:28-29). 

27:18 Elihu. This brother of David is usually called 
Eliab (1 Sam. 16:6). 
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Shimei the Ramathite was over the vine- 
yards, and Zabdi the Shiphmite was over 
the produce of the vineyards for the supply 
of wine. 28Baal-Hanan the Gederite was 
over the olive trees and the sycamore trees 
that were in the lowlands, and Joash was 
over the store of oil. 29And Shitrai the Sha- 
ronite was over the herds that fed in Sha- 
ron, and Shaphat the son of Adlai was over 
the herds that were in the valleys. ?°Obil 
the Ishmaelite was over the camels, Jeh- 
deiah the Meronothite was over the don- 
keys, 3land Jaziz the pHagrite was over 
the flocks. All these were the officials over 
King David’s property. 

32Also Jehonathan, David’s uncle, was a 
counselor, a wise man, and a scribe; and 
Jehiel the son of Hachmoni was with the 
king’s sons. 33¢Ahithophel was the king’s 
counselor, and "Hushai the Archite was the 
king’s companion. 34After Ahithophel was 
Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, then sAbia- 
thar. And the general of the king’s army 
was tJoab. 


Solomon Instructed to Build 


the Temple 
28 Now David assembled at Jerusa- 
lem all ¢the leaders of Israel: the 
officers of the tribes and >the captains 
of the divisions who served the king, the 
captains over thousands and captains 
over hundreds, and ‘the stewards over 
all the substance and possessions of the 
king and of his sons, with the officials, the 
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valiant men, and all ¢the mighty men of 
valor. 

2Then King David rose to his feet and 
said, “Hear me, my brethren and my peo- 
ple: ¢I had it in my heart to build a house 
of rest for the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD, and for ‘the footstool of our God, and 
had made preparations to build it. 3But God 
said to me, £‘You shall not build a house for 
My name, because you have been a man of 
war and have shed “blood.” 4However the 
LORD God of Israel ‘chose me above all the 
house of my father to be king over Israel 
forever, for He has chosen iJudah to be 
the ruler. And of the house of Judah, *the 
house of my father, and ‘among the sons 
of my father, He was pleased with me to 
make me king over all Israel. 5"And of all 
my sons (for the LORD has given me many 
sons) "He has chosen my son Solomon to sit 
on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD 
over Israel. "Now He said to me, ‘It is °your 
son Solomon who shall build My house and 
My courts; for I have chosen him to be My 
son, and I will be his Father. 7Moreover I 
will establish his kingdom forever, ?if he 
is steadfast to observe My commandments 
and My judgments, as it is this day.’ SNow 
therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the as- 
sembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of 
our God, be careful to seek out all the com- 
mandments of the LORD your God, that you 
may possess this good land, and leave it as 
an inheritance for your children after you 
forever. 

9“As for you, my son Solomon, “know the 


27:29 Sharonite. A fertile plain between Israelite 
and Philistine territory, Sharon was ideal for graz- 
ing cattle and sheep. It is appropriate that someone 
from Sharon, who knew the land and all its seasonal 
changes, should be in charge of the livestock. 
27:30 Ishmaelite. As inhabitants of the desert, the 
Ishmaelites were at home with the breeding and use 
of camels. 
28:2 footstool. The word “footstool” is a metaphor 
describing either the ark of the covenant or the taber- 
nacle as the earthly base of God's activity. The words 
make a little picture of God on His throne in heaven, 
resting His feet on the earth. 
28:4-6 Government of Israel—The government of 
Israel was under two important headings; the laws, 
and the leaders. The laws—The “commandments,” 
especially the Ten Commandments, revealed God’s 
holiness and set up a divine standard of righteous- 
ness for the people to follow (Ex. 20:1-17). The judg- 
ments governed the social life of the people (Ex. 21). 
The ordinances included the sacrifices that showed 
that blood must be shed for the forgiveness of sins 
(Lev. 1-17). The leaders—At first Moses was the pri- 
mary leader; then he was replaced by Joshua. After 
Joshua's death the nation was governed for many 
years by judges who were usually raised up by God 
to oppose a specific enemy. Finally, at the people's 
request, God granted them a king, thus establishing 
the monarchy (1 Sam. 8:6-17). 

Through most of Israel's history four leadership 
roles can be seen: 


1. The king was the Lord’s representative who 
ruled the people, but only as the Lord’s servant. 
He led in war (1 Sam. 8:20) and made judicial 
decisions (2 Sam. 15:2), but could not make 
law, since he himself was under the law (Deut. 
17:14-20). 

2. The priest taught the Lord’s laws and officiated 
at the offering of sacrifices (Lev. 1:5). 

3. The prophet was the man of God who spoke for 
God and gave divine pronouncements for the 
present or the future. 

4. The wise man produced literary works stressing 
practical wisdom (Prov. 1:1), taught discipline of 
character to the young (Prov. 22:17), and gave 
counsel to the king (2 Sam. 16:20). 

28:6 be My son... will be his Father. This remark- 
able statement not only shows that the Davidic 
kings enjoyed unparalleled access to the Lord as His 
adopted sons (17:3; Ps. 2:7), but it anticipates the 
absolute sonship of the Son of David, Jesus Christ 
Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5). 
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God of your father, and serve Him ‘with a 
loyal heart and with a willing mind; for sthe 
LORD searches all hearts and understands 
all the intent of the thoughts. ‘If you seek 
Him, He will be found by you; but if you 
forsake Him, He will “cast you off forever. 
10Consider now, Yfor the LORD has chosen 
you to build a house for the sanctuary; be 
strong, and do it.” 

Then David gave his son Solomon 
wthe plans for the vestibule, its houses, 
its treasuries, its upper chambers, its in- 
ner chambers, and the place of the mercy 
seat; !2and the xplans for all that he had 
by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of 
the LORD, of all the chambers all around, 
yof the treasuries of the house of God, and 
of the treasuries for the dedicated things; 
also for the division of the priests and the 
zLevites, for all the work of the service of 
the house of the LORD, and for all the ar- 
ticles of service in the house of the LORD. 
14He gave gold by weight for things of gold, 
for all articles used in every kind of ser- 
vice; also silver for all articles of silver by 
weight, for all articles used in every kind 
of service; the weight for the “lampstands 
of gold, and their lamps of gold, by weight 
for each lampstand and its lamps; for the 
lampstands of silver by weight, for the 
lampstand and its lamps, according to the 
use of each lampstand. !6And by weight he 
gave gold for the tables of the showbread, 
for each >table, and silver for the tables of 
silver; !7also pure gold for the forks, the 
basins, the pitchers of pure gold, and the 
golden bowls—he gave gold by weight for 
every bowl; and for the silver bowls, silver 
by weight for every bowl]; !8and refined 
gold by weight for the “altar of incense, and 
for the construction of the chariot, that is, 
the gold ¢cherubim that spread their wings 
and overshadowed the ark of the covenant 
of the LorD. !9“All this,” said David, e“the 
LORD made me understand in writing, by 
His hand upon me, all the works of these 
plans.” 

20And David said to his son Solomon, 
f“Be strong and of good courage, and do it; 


do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD 
God—my God—will be with you. sHe will 
not leave you nor forsake you, until you 
have finished all the work for the service 
of the house of the LORD. 2!Here are "the 
divisions of the priests and the Levites for 
all the service of the house of God; and 
ievery willing craftsman will be with you 
for all manner of workmanship, for ev- 
ery kind of service; also the leaders and 
all the people will be completely at your 
command.” 


Offerings for Building the Temple 
29 Furthermore King David said to all 
the assembly: “My son Solomon, 
whom alone God has “chosen, is »young 
and inexperienced; and the work is great, 
because the temple* is not for man but for 
the LORD God. 2Now for the house of my 
God I have prepared with all my might: 
gold for things to be made of gold, silver 
for things of silver, bronze for things of 
bronze, iron for things of iron, wood for 
things of wood, ‘onyx stones, stones to be 
set, glistening stones of various colors, all 
kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs 
in abundance. 3Moreover, because I have 
set my affection on the house of my God, 
Ihave given to the house of my God, over 
and above all that I have prepared for the 
holy house, my own special treasure of 
gold and silver: 4three thousand talents 
of gold, of the gold of @Ophir, and seven 
thousand talents of refined silver, to over- 
lay the walls of the houses; 5the gold for 
things of gold and the silver for things of 
silver, and for all kinds of work to be done 
by the hands of craftsmen. Who then is 
ewilling to consecrate himself this day to 
the LORD?” 
6Then fthe leaders of the fathers’ hous- 
es, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the cap- 
tains of thousands and of hundreds, with 
sthe officers over the king’s work, "offered 
willingly. 7They gave for the work of the 
house of God five thousand talents and ten 


* 29:1 Literally palace 


28:19 by His hand upon me. The plans for the temple 
were from God, just as the plans of the tabernacle of 
Moses were. This was extremely important, for God 
had stressed the necessity of making the taberna- 
cle exactly according to His instructions (Ex. 38:22; 
39:5-7,42—43). The Israelites would need to know 
that this permanent building was God's plan, not just 
David's. 

28:20 Be strong and of good courage. David's 
charge to Solomon is very similar to the charge given 
to Joshua when Moses handed over the leadership of 
Israel to him (Josh. 1:6—9). 

29:4 Generosity—lt is extremely difficult to assign 
a modern monetary value to ancient goods and 
services, but we might compare David's gift for the 
temple to approximately one billion, eight hundred 
thousand dollars in gold, and eighty-four million in 
silver. This kind of personal wealth is astounding, but 


for David, its value was significant only as provision 
for the temple for the Lord. He never lost sight of the 
fact that both honor and riches come from God. They 
are His to give, His to use, and His to remove. 

29:7 five thousand talents. This represents about 
190 tons of gold. ten thousand darics. This is about 
185 pounds of gold. eighteen thousand talents. 
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thousand darics of gold, ten thousand tal- 
ents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of 
bronze, and one hundred thousand talents 
of iron. 8And whoever had precious stones 
gave them to the treasury of the house 
of the LORD, into the hand of ‘Jehiel* the 
Gershonite. 9Then the people rejoiced, for 
they had offered willingly, because with a 
loyal heart they had joffered willingly to 
the LorD; and King David also rejoiced 
greatly. 


David’s Praise to God 
10Therefore David blessed the LORD be- 
fore all the assembly; and David said: 


“Blessed are You, LORD God of 
Israel, our Father, forever and 
ever. 

11 kYours, O LORD, is the greatness, 
The power and the glory, 
The victory and the majesty; 
For all that is in heaven and in earth 
is Yours; 
Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, 
And You are exalted as head 
over all. 
'Both riches and honor come from 
You, 
And You reign over all. 
In Your hand is power and might; 
In Your hand it is to make great 
And to give strength to all. 


13 “Now therefore, our God, 
We thank You 
And praise Your glorious name. 
14 But who am], and who are my people, 
That we should be able to offer so 
willingly as this? 
For all things come from You, 
And of Your own we have given You. 
15 For ™we are aliens and pilgrims before 
You, 
As were all our fathers; 


1 


tw 
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nOur days on earth are asa 
shadow, 
And without hope. 


16“Q LORD our God, all this abundance 
that we have prepared to build You a 
house for Your holy name is from Your 
hand, and is all Your own. !7I know also, 
my God, that You test the heart and Phave 
pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the 
uprightness of my heart I have willingly 
offered all these things; and now with joy 
I have seen Your people, who are present 
here to offer willingly to You. 1830 LORD 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our 
fathers, keep this forever in the intent of 
the thoughts of the heart of Your people, 
and fix their heart toward You. !%And 4give 
my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your 
commandments and Your testimonies and 
Your statutes, to do all these things, and to 
build the temple* for which "I have made 
provision.” 

20Then David said to all the assembly, 
“Now bless the LORD your God.” So all the 
assembly blessed the LORD God of their 
fathers, and bowed their heads and pros- 
trated themselves before the LORD and the 
king. 


Solomon Anointed King 

21And they made sacrifices to the LORD 
and offered burnt offerings to the LORD on 
the next day: a thousand bulls, a thousand 
rams, a thousand lambs, with their drink 
offerings, and ‘sacrifices in abundance for 
all Israel. 22So they ate and drank before 
the LORD with great gladness on that day. 
And they made Solomon the son of David 
king the second time, and tanointed him be- 
fore the LORD to be the leader, and Zadok to 


* 29:8 Possibly the same as Jehieli (compare 26:21, 
22) *29:19 Literally palace 


This was equivalent to about 675 tons. one hundred 
thousand talents. This was approximately 3,750 
tons. 

29:10 blessed the Lorp. David modeled before the 
people the worship of the living God. He started with 
praise for God’s goodness, greatness, and glory, and 
then acknowledged his place under the care and 
blessing of God. 

29:14-15 All That We Have—Even though David 
was king and could accumulate whatever he wanted, 
he was more conscious of the need to give, partic- 
ularly to God. How can anyone strive to accumu- 
late, if you know in the long run that none of what 
you've gathered is really yours? Generosity is the 
natural outcome of a right perspective on posses- 
sions. 

Verse 15 points to two other elements that indi- 
cate a basis for generosity. David understood where 
his real home was, namely with God. If a king regards 
himself as an alien in his own land, how much more 
should we? Somehow he resisted the temptation 
to regard the land as his to do with as he wished. 
He understood the brevity of life. Why spend time 


accumulating when we can’t take it with us? Living 
with this perspective allows us to be transparent 
before God. We can be in sync with God because 
we're keeping nothing from Him. What we have has 
value only as it furthers the kingdom, and God is 
quite capable of supplying everything we need to be 
able to live. 

It also means we're functioning clearly in the con- 
text of the biblical mandate of stewardship. We're 
here to have dominion (Gen. 1:28) but with the end 
that God is honored by what we do. 

29:18 God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel. These 
familiar words identify the Israelites with the prom- 
ises of God to their forefathers, and to the God of 
those promises. 

29:22 king the second time. This refers to the ratifi- 
cation of Solomon’s kingship (see note at 23:1). 
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be priest. 22Then Solomon sat on the throne 
of the LorD as king instead of David his fa- 
ther, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed 
him. 24All the leaders and the mighty men, 
and also all the sons of King David, “sub- 
mitted themselves to King Solomon. 25So 
the LORD exalted Solomon exceedingly in 
the sight of all Israel, and vybestowed on him 
such royal majesty as had not been on any 
king before him in Israel. 


The Close of David’s Reign 
26Thus David the son of Jesse reigned 
over all Israel. 27~And the period that 


he reigned over Israel was forty years; 
xseven years he reigned in Hebron, and 
thirty-three years he reigned in Jeru- 
salem. 28So he Ydied in a good old age, 
2full of days and riches and honor; and 
Solomon his son reigned in his place. 
29Now the acts of King David, first 
and last, indeed they are written in the 
book of Samuel the seer, in the book of 
Nathan the prophet, and in the book of 
Gad the seer, 29with all his reign and his 
might, “and the events that happened to 
him, to Israel, and to all the kingdoms of 
the lands. 


29:23 throne of the Lorb. The position of king may 
have passed from David to Solomon, but the throne 
was the Lord's. Eventually Jesus the Son of David and 
the Son of God would sit on that throne and reign for- 
ever (Luke 1:32). 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 


CHRONICLES 


> AUTHOR: The sources of 1 and 2 Chronicles include multiple official and prophet- 
ic records. In addition to these, the author-compiler had access to genealogical lists 
and documents, such as the message and letters of Sennacherib (2 Chr. 32:10-17). It 
seems likely that Ezra was the author as Jewish tradition suggests. 


> TIME: c. 991-538 B.c. 


> KEY VERSE: 2 Chr. 7:14 


> THEME: Second Chronicles begins with Solomon’s reign and ends with the fall of 
Jerusalem. It covers more extensively the details involved in the building and ded- 
ication of the temple. The kings of Judah are detailed down through the last king, 
Zedekiah, who is exiled to Babylon in 587 B.c. It largely ignores what happens in the 
northern kingdom after the split into two nations. 


Solomon Requests Wisdom 

Now ¢Solomon the son of David was 

strengthened in his kingdom, and »the 
LORD his God was with him and ‘exalted 
him exceedingly. 

2And Solomon spoke to all Israel, to ¢the 
captains of thousands and of hundreds, to 
the judges, and to every leader in all Israel, 
the heads of the fathers’ houses. Then Sol- 
omon, and all the assembly with him, went 
to the high place that was at eGibeon; for 
the tabernacle of meeting with God was 
there, which Moses the servant of the LORD 
had ‘made in the wilderness. 42But David 
had brought up the ark of God from Kirjath 
Jearim to the place David had prepared for 
it, for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusa- 
lem. 5Now "the bronze altar that ‘Bezalel 
the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made, 
he put* before the tabernacle of the LORD; 
Solomon and the assembly sought Him 
there. And Solomon went up there to the 
bronze altar before the LORD, which was 
at the tabernacle of meeting, and /offered a 
thousand burnt offerings on it. 


7kOn that night God appeared to Sol- 
omon, and said to him, “Ask! What shall 
I give you?” 

8And Solomon said to God: “You have 
shown great ‘mercy to David my father, 
and have made me "king in his place. 
§9Now, O LoRD God, let Your promise to 
David my father be established, "for You 
have made me king over a people like the 
odust of the earth in multitude. !°°"Now give 
me wisdom and knowledge, that I may ¢go 
out and come in before this people; for who 
can judge this great people of Yours?” 

UrThen God said to Solomon: “Because 
this was in your heart, and you have not 
asked riches or wealth or honor or the life 
of your enemies, nor have you asked long 
life—but have asked wisdom and knowl- 
edge for yourself, that you may judge My 
people over whom I have made you king— 
wisdom and knowledge are granted to 
you; and I will give you riches and wealth 
and honor, such as snone of the kings have 


*1:5 Some authorities read it was there. 


1:3 high place. In the Old Testament the high places 
were usually associated with pagan worship (Num. 
22:41). The Israelites were specifically charged to 
destroy these places of worship so that they would 
not become a snare and lead them into idol wor- 
ship (Num. 33:53; Deut. 33:59). Nevertheless, Israel- 
ites often chose the high places to worship (1 Sam. 
9:12). The high place at Gibeon was the location of 
the Mosaic tabernacle and the great bronze altar 
throughout David's reign (see note at 1 Kin. 14:23). 
1:10 go out and come in. This figure of speech refers 
to the totality of Solomon's life. As king he would lead 
by example as well as by edict. 

1:11-12 Wisdom—There’s significance here in 
what Solomon didn’t ask for. He didn’t ask for honor, 
money, a long life, or the death of his enemies. He 


didn’t ask for the things that would be on the top 
of most people’s lists. He didn’t ask for what would 
make life comfortable and easy. He asked for what 
would make life good. He asked for wisdom with 
an eye toward how he would rule, knowing that the 
quality of his reign largely depended on the quality of 
his judgments in dealing with people and issues. His 
priority was his service to others rather than doing 
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had who were before you, nor shall any af- 
ter you have the like.” 


Solomon's Military and Economic 
Power 

13S0 Solomon came to Jerusalem from 
the high place that was at Gibeon, from be- 
fore the tabernacle of meeting, and reigned 
over Israel. !4tAnd Solomon gathered char- 
iots and horsemen; he had one thousand 
four hundred chariots and twelve thou- 
sand horsemen, whom he stationed in the 
chariot cities and with the king in Jerusa- 
lem. 15uAlso the king made silver and gold 
as common in Jerusalem as stones, and 
he made cedars as abundant as the syc- 
amores which are in the lowland. !6vAnd 
Solomon had horses imported from Egypt 
and Keveh; the king’s merchants bought 
them in Keveh at the current price. !7They 
also acquired and imported from Egypt a 
chariot for six hundred shekels of silver, 
and a horse for one hundred and fifty; thus, 
through their agents,* they exported them 
to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings 
of Syria. 


Solomon Prepares to Build 


the Temple 

Then Solomon ¢determined to build a 

temple for the name of the LORD, and a 
royal house for himself. 2“Solomon select- 
ed seventy thousand men to bear burdens, 
eighty thousand to quarry stone in the 
mountains, and three thousand six hun- 
dred to oversee them. 

3Then Solomon sent to Hiram* king of 
Tyre, saying: 


cAs you have dealt with David my fa- 
ther, and sent him cedars to build him- 
self a house to dwell in, so deal with 
me. 4Behold, 4I am building a temple 
for the name of the LORD my God, to 
dedicate it to Him, ¢to burn before Him 
sweet incense, for fthe continual show- 
bread, for sthe burnt offerings morning 
and evening, on the "Sabbaths, on the 
New Moons, and on the set feasts of 
the LORD our God. This is an ordinance 
forever to Israel. 


5 And the temple which I build will be 
great, for ‘our God is greater than all 
gods. 6But who is able to build Him a 
temple, since heaven and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain Him? Who am 
I then, that I should build Him a temple, 
except to burn sacrifice before Him? 


7 Therefore send me at once a man skill- 
ful to work in gold and silver, in bronze 
and iron, in purple and crimson and 
blue, who has skill to engrave with the 
skillful men who are with me in Judah 
and Jerusalem, ?whom David my father 
provided. 8!Also send me cedar and 
cypress and algum logs from Lebanon, 
for I know that your servants have skill 
to cut timber in Lebanon; and indeed 
my servants will be with your servants, 
Sto prepare timber for me in abun- 
dance, for the temple which I am about 
to build shall be great and wonderful. 


10 mAnd indeed I will give to your ser- 
vants, the woodsmen who cut timber, 


* 1:17 Literally by their hands 
Huram (compare | Kings 5:1) 


*2:3 Hebrew 


what was supposedly best for his personal well-be- 
ing. 

What would be an equivalent today? A corporate 
executive wanting to know how to make his com- 
pany contribute for the good of society as opposed 
to focusing exclusively on profit? A manager being 
more interested in seeing his staff happy and func- 
tioning well rather than getting ahead himself? A 
father making personal sacrifices for the health of his 
family? 

1:14 chariots. A chariot force of 1,400 units was a sig- 
nificant achievement for Israel, a nation located pri- 
marily in hilly terrain where chariots were of limited 
value. horsemen. Moses warned the future kings not 
to multiply horses for themselves, nor were they to 
send people back to Egypt to multiply horses (Deut. 
17:16). The number of horses that Solomon had for his 
1,400 chariots was probably about 4,000. 

1:17 six hundred shekels of silver. \t is often difficult 
to assign a price in modern currency to the goods 
and services of the ancient world. This verse suggests 
that a chariot cost as much as four horses. exported. 
Solomon had a thriving business in horses and char- 
iots. Because Israel was on the route between Asia 
and Africa, such goods would go through Israel and 
become subject to Solomon’s heavy import and 
export taxes. 

2:3 Hiram the king of Tyre. Also called Huram, he 


was the same Phoenician ruler who had provided 
men and materials for David’s palace. 

2:5 our God is greater than all gods. Solomon's 
statement means that God is the only true God, not 
that He is the greatest among many lesser ones. All 
pagan “gods” are not gods at all (1 Cor. 8:4—5; 10:20). 
2:6 Heaven—God is omnipresent. This means that 
He is everywhere present at all times. There are no 
bounds or limitations to His presence. But in a special 
sense, God does have a center for His existence. This is 
described by Solomon as the “heaven of heavens,” an 
expression also used by Moses (Deut. 10:14). His title 
“LorD of hosts” (1 Sam. 1:3) suggests that the dwell- 
ing of God is populated by angels and other heavenly 
beings. It is here that His throne is situated (Is. 6:1). In 
this sphere His will is done perfectly (Dan. 4:35). 

2:10 wheat... barley. The amount of wheat and bar- 
ley was about 125,000 bushels, or 3,750 tons of each. 
wine... oil. Twenty thousand baths of wine and oil 
was approximately 115,000 gallons of each. 
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twenty thousand kors of ground wheat, 
twenty thousand kors of barley, twenty 
thousand baths of wine, and twenty 
thousand baths of oil. 


11Then Hiram king of Tyre answered in 
writing, which he sent to Solomon: 


nBecause the LORD loves His people, He 
has made you king over them. 


12Hiram* also said: 


oBlessed be the LORD God of Israel, 
pwho made heaven and earth, for He has 
given King David a wise son, endowed 
with prudence and understanding, who 
will build a temple for the LORD anda 
royal house for himself! 


13 And now | have sent a skillful man, 
endowed with understanding, Huram* 
my master* craftsman 4a(the son of a 
woman of the daughters of Dan, and 
his father was a man of Tyre), skilled 
to work in gold and silver, bronze and 
iron, stone and wood, purple and blue, 
fine linen and crimson, and to make 
any engraving and to accomplish 
any plan which may be given to him, 
with your skillful men and with the skill- 
ful men of my lord David your father. 


15 Now therefore, the wheat, the barley, 
the oil, and the wine which "my lord 
has spoken of, let him send to his 
servants. 16sAnd we will cut wood from 
Lebanon, as much as you need; we will 
bring it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, 
and you will carry it up to Jerusalem. 


17tThen Solomon numbered all the 
aliens who were in the land of Israel, after 
the census in which “David his father had 
numbered them; and there were found to 
be one hundred and fifty-three thousand 
six hundred. !8And he made Vseventy thou- 
sand of them bearers of burdens, eighty 
thousand stonecutters in the mountain, 
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and three thousand six hundred overseers 
to make the people work. 


Solomon Builds the Temple 

Now ¢Solomon began to build the house 

of the LORD at Jerusalem on Mount 
Moriah, where the LORD* had appeared 
to his father David, at the place that David 
had prepared on the threshing floor of ¢Or- 
nan* the Jebusite. 2And he began to build 
on the second day of the second month in 
the fourth year of his reign. 

3This is the foundation ¢which Solomon 
laid for building the house of God: The 
length was sixty cubits (by cubits accord- 
ing to the former measure) and the width 
twenty cubits. 4And the evestibule that 
was in front of the sanctuary* was twenty 
cubits long across the width of the house, 
and the height was one hundred and* 
twenty. He overlaid the inside with pure 
gold. 5/The larger room* he paneled with 
cypress which he overlaid with fine gold, 
and he carved palm trees and chainwork 
on it. And he decorated the house with 
precious stones for beauty, and the gold 
was gold from Parvaim. 7He also overlaid 
the house—the beams and doorposts, its 
walls and doors—with gold; and he carved 
cherubim on the walls. 

8And he made the "Most Holy Place. Its 
length was according to the width of the 
house, twenty cubits, and its width twen- 
ty cubits. He overlaid it with six hundred 


* 2:12 Hebrew Huram (compare | Kings 5:1) 

* 2:13 Spelled Hiram in 1 Kings 7:13 ¢ Literally 
father (compare | Kings 7:13, 14) __* 3:1 Literally 
He, following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Septu- 
agint reads the LorD; Targum reads the Angel of 
the LoRD. © Spelled Araunah in 2 Samuel 24:16ff 
* 3:4 The main room of the temple; elsewhere 
called the holy place (compare 1 Kings 6:3) ¢ Fol- 
lowing Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and Vulgate; 
Arabic, some manuscripts of the Septuagint, and 
Syriac omit one hundred and. *3:5 Literally 
house 


2:12 Prudence—The wisdom and generosity of 
King Hiram toward Solomon showed him to be a pru- 
dent king. He wanted things to go well for Solomon 
because he liked and respected his father David, and 
good neighbors created stability for both nations. 
2:14 woman of the daughters of Dan. His mother 
was an Israelite from the tribe of Dan. 

3:1 Mount Moriah. This was the mountain where 
Abraham brought his son Isaac to sacrifice him (Gen. 
22) and where the Lord provided a ram instead. It 
was suitable that this place where Abraham showed 
such incredible obedience should be the site of the 
temple that dealt with the issues of sacrifice and sin. 
threshing floor of Ornan. \t was here that David 
saw the angel of death and prayed for the people 
(2 Sam. 24). 

3:2 second day of the second month. The second 
month fell in our month of April. 

3:3 cubits according to the former measure. The 
Israelites had two standard cubits, one about 17 
inches and the other about 20 inches. The temple 


was probably made on the cubit that measured a 
little over 17 inches, which means that its founda- 
tion was approximately 90 feet long and 30 feet 
wide. The tabernacle that Moses made in the wil- 
derness was about 45 feet long and 15 feet wide 
(Ex. 26:15-37). More details of the temple are in 
1 Kings 5-7. 

3:5 larger room. This room was the holy place, or 
sanctuary (1 Kin. 6:17). 

3:8 Most Holy Place. The “holy of holies,” or Most 
Holy Place, was the inner sanctuary where the ark of 
the covenant was kept. This room was cubical, 30 feet 
on a side. six hundred talents. The room was over- 
aid with about 23 tons of gold. 
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talents of fine gold. 9The weight of the nails 
was fifty shekels of gold; and he overlaid 
the upper ‘area with gold. 1%In the Most 
Holy Place he made two cherubim, fash- 
ioned by carving, and overlaid them with 
gold. 'The wings of the cherubim were 
twenty cubits in overall length: one wing 
of the one cherub was five cubits, touch- 
ing the wall of the room, and the other 
wing was five cubits, touching the wing of 
the other cherub; !2one wing of the other 
cherub was five cubits, touching the wall 
of the room, and the other wing also was 
five cubits, touching the wing of the oth- 
er cherub. The wings of these cheru- 
bim spanned twenty cubits overall. They 
stood on their feet, and they faced inward. 
14And he made the veil of blue, purple, 
crimson, and fine linen, and wove cheru- 
bim into it. 

15Also he made in front of the temple* 
Itwo pillars thirty-five* cubits high, and 
the capital that was on the top of each of 
them was five cubits. 16He made wreaths of 
chainwork, as in the inner sanctuary, and 
put them on top of the pillars; and he made 
mone hundred pomegranates, and put 
them on the wreaths of chainwork. !17Then 
he "set up the pillars before the temple, one 
on the right hand and the other on the left; 
he called the name of the one on the right 
hand Jachin, and the name of the one on 
the left Boaz. 


Furnishings of the Temple 
Moreover he made 4a bronze altar: 
twenty cubits was its length, twenty 
cubits its width, and ten cubits its height. 
2bThen he made the Sea of cast bronze, 


ten cubits from one brim to the other; it 
was completely round. Its height was five 
cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured 
its circumference. 3cAnd under it was the 
likeness of oxen encircling it all around, 
ten to a cubit, all the way around the Sea. 
The oxen were cast in two rows, when it 
was cast. 4It stood on twelve ¢oxen: three 
looking toward the north, three looking 
toward the west, three looking toward 
the south, and three looking toward the 
east; the Sea was set upon them, and all 
their back parts pointed inward. It was 
a handbreadth thick; and its brim was 
shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily 
blossom. It contained three thousand* 
baths. 

6He also made ¢ten lavers, and put five 
on the right side and five on the left, to 
wash in them; such things as they offered 
for the burnt offering they would wash in 
them, but the Sea was for the ‘priests to 
wash in. 7?And he made ten lampstands 
of gold "according to their design, and set 
them in the temple, five on the right side 
and five on the left. 8'He also made ten ta- 
bles, and placed them in the temple, five on 
the right side and five on the left. And he 
made one hundred ‘bowls of gold. 

§5Furthermore khe made the court of the 
priests, and the 'great court and doors for 
the court; and he overlaid these doors with 
bronze. 10™He set the Sea on the right side, 
toward the southeast. 

11Then "Huram made the pots and the 


* 3:15 Literally house * Or eighteen (compare 
1 Kings 7:15; 2 Kings 25:17; and Jeremiah 52:21) 
*4:5 Or two thousand (compare 1 Kings 7:26) 


3:9 nails... gold. Gold by itself is too soft to use for 
nails, so the nails mentioned here must have been 
plated with gold, as the weight would indicate. 

3:13 twenty cubits. The wings of the cherubim 
spanned the entire width of the room. 

3:14 the veil. The veil was a heavy curtain between 
the holy place and the Most Holy Place. It shielded the 
ark and cherubim from view, and as God was visual- 
ized as sitting on the mercy seat under the wings of 
the cherubim (see note at 1 Chr. 13:6), it also shielded 
even the priests from the most intimate presence of 
God. The veil between the holy place and the Most 
Holy Place was ripped in two when Jesus died on the 
cross (Matt. 27:51). The tearing of the temple curtain 
is seen as a symbol that through Jesus, believers have 
direct access to God (Heb. 6:19; 9:1— 10:20). 

3:15 thirty-five cubits .. . five cubits. The pillars 
were about 53 feet tall with a 7 foot capital on top. 
3:17 Jachin... Boaz. The names of the two pillars 
mean “He establishes” and “in Him is strength.” 

4:2 Sea of cast bronze. The Sea was a receptacle for 
water corresponding to the much smaller bronze basin 
of the Mosaic tabernacle (Ex. 30:17—21). The basin pro- 
vided water for the priests to wash their hands and 
feet in preparation for ministering at the altar. The 
Sea served the same purpose. It was huge—15 feet in 
diameter and 45 feet in circumference. 

4:5 three thousand baths. When filled with about 


27,000 gallons of water the sea would have weighed 
about 108 tons. 

4:6 ten lavers. Each laver held 40 baths, or about 230 
gallons (1 Kin. 7:38). They could accommodate large 
animals, such as oxen. The law of burnt offerings 
required certain parts of the animal to be washed in 
water before it was placed on the altar (Lev. 1:9,13). 
4:7 ten lampstands. The wilderness tabernacle had 
only one lampstand (Ex. 25:31), but the temple had 
ten. 

4:8 ten tables. There had been only one table in the 
tabernacle (Ex. 25:23). The increase reflects the gran- 
deur of the temple, as well as the large number of 
people to be served. 

4:9 court of the priests. There were areas in and 
about the temple that only the priests could enter. 
One of these was the area immediately surrounding 
it and enclosed by a separating wall, the “court of the 
priests.” great court. The great court was an outer 
area where the people in general could go. 
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shovels and the bowls. So Huram fin- 
ished doing the work that he was to do 
for King Solomon for the house of God: 
12the two pillars and othe bowl-shaped 
capitals that were on top of the two pil- 
lars; the two networks covering the two 
bowl-shaped capitals which were on top 
of the pillars; four hundred pomegran- 
ates for the two networks (two rows of 
pomegranates for each network, to cover 
the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on 
the pillars); 4he also made ¢carts and the 
lavers on the carts; }}one Sea and twelve 
oxen under it; 6also the pots, the shovels, 
the forks—and all their articles "Huram 
his master* craftsman made of burnished 
bronze for King Solomon for the house of 
the LORD. 

17JIn the plain of Jordan the king had 
them cast in clay molds, between Succoth 
and Zeredah.* 18sAnd Solomon had all 
these articles made in such great abun- 
dance that the weight of the bronze was 
not determined. 

19Thus tSolomon had all the furnishings 
made for the house of God: the altar of gold 
and the tables on which was vthe show- 
bread; 2°the lampstands with their lamps 
of pure gold, to burn vin the prescribed 
manner in front of the inner sanctuary, 
2lwith wthe flowers and the lamps and 
the wick-trimmers of gold, of purest gold; 
22the trimmers, the bowls, the ladles, and 
the censers of pure gold. As for the entry 
of the sanctuary, its inner doors to the Most 
Holy Place, and the doors of the main hall 
of the temple, were gold. 

So 4all the work that Solomon had done 

for the house of the LORD was finished; 
and Solomon brought in the things which 
his father David had dedicated: the silver 
and the gold and all the furnishings. And 
he put them in the treasuries of the house 
of God. 


2 Chronicles 5:11 @ 471 
The Ark Brought into the Temple 

2bNow Solomon assembled the elders of 
Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief fathers of the children of Israel, in 
Jerusalem, that they might bring the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD up ‘from the 
City of David, which is Zion. 34Therefore 
all the men of Israel assembled with the 
king eat the feast, which was in the seventh 
month. 4So all the elders of Israel came, 
and the fLevites took up the ark. 5Then 
they brought up the ark, the tabernacle of 
meeting, and all the holy furnishings that 
were in the tabernacle. The priests and the 
Levites brought them up. Also King Sol- 
omon, and all the congregation of Israel 
who were assembled with him before the 
ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen that 
could not be counted or numbered for mul- 
titude. 7Then the priests brought in the ark 
of the covenant of the LORD to its place, 
into the sinner sanctuary of the temple,* 
to the Most Holy Place, under the wings 
of the cherubim. 8For the cherubim spread 
their wings over the place of the ark, and 
the cherubim overshadowed the ark and 
its poles. 9The poles extended so that the 
ends of the “poles of the ark could be seen 
from the holy place, in front of the inner 
sanctuary; but they could not be seen from 
outside. And they are there to this day. 
l0Nothing was in the ark except the two 
tablets which Moses ‘put there at Horeb, 
when the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they had come out 
of Egypt. 

And it came to pass when the priests 
came out of the Most Holy Place (for all 
the priests who were present had sancti- 
fied themselves, without keeping to their 


*4:16 Literally father *4:17 Spelled Zaretan in 
1 Kings 7:46 *5:7 Literally house 


4:14 carts. The carts had four bronze wheels (1 Kin. 
7:27-37). 

4:17 cast in clay molds. Many bronze products were 
made at a place in the Jordan valley about 35 miles 
north of the Dead Sea. Archaeologists have uncov- 
ered evidence of this work in an area where the clay is 
suitable for bronze casting. 

4:19 altar of gold. This altar was used for offering 
incense (Ex. 30:1-10; 1 Kin. 7:48). It was in the holy 
place just in front of the veil. 

4:22 inner doors. The tabernacle had a veil between 
the Most Holy Place, where the ark was, and the 
“house,” or holy place. Solomon’s temple had a set of 
doors there as well. 

5:2 ark of the covenant. Though David had built a 
tabernacle, or tent, on Mount Zion to house the ark 
(1 Chr. 15:1), it was still separate from the original tab- 
ernacle and bronze altar at Gibeon. Completing Sol- 
omon’s temple made it possible for the ark and the 
altar to be in the same place for the first time since the 
Israelites lost the ark to the Philistines during the days 
when the tabernacle was at Shiloh and Samuel was a 
little boy (1 Sam. 4-6). 


5:3 feast. Since this was the seventh month, the feast 
was the Feast of Tabernacles. This was an appropriate 
occasion for moving the ark to a permanent location 
because the feast commemorated Israel's wandering 
in the wilderness when the ark had no permanent 
place (Lev. 23:39-43). 

5:5 tabernacle. This tent was the Mosaic tabernacle. 
Solomon ended worship at the high place at Gibeon 
by dismantling the tabernacle and bringing it and all 
its furnishings to Jerusalem. 

5:9 to this day. The ark was supposed to remain 
safely in the temple forever. At the time of the writing 
of this book (probably between 460 and 430 B.c.), the 
temple had been destroyed and the ark was gone. 
o one knows what happened to the ark after Nebu- 
chadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.c. 
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idivisions), !12kand the Levites who were 
the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman 
and Jeduthun, with their sons and their 
brethren, stood at the east end of the al- 
tar, clothed in white linen, having cym- 
bals, stringed instruments and harps, ‘and 
with them one hundred and twenty priests 
sounding with trumpets— !3indeed it came 
to pass, when the trumpeters and singers 
were as one, to make one sound to be heard 
in praising and thanking the LORD, and 
when they lifted up their voice with the 
trumpets and cymbals and instruments of 
music, and praised the LORD, saying: 


m“For He is good, 
For His mercy endures forever,”* 


that the house, the house of the LORD, was 
filled with a cloud, so that the priests 
could not continue ministering because of 
the cloud; "for the glory of the LORD filled 
the house of God. 

Then «Solomon spoke: 


“The LORD said He would dwell in the 
bdark cloud. 
2 Thave surely built You an exalted 
house, 
And ¢a place for You to dwell in 
forever.” 


Solomon's Speech 
upon Completion of the Work 
3Then the king turned around and 
dblessed the whole assembly of Israel, 
while all the assembly of Israel was stand- 
ing. 4And he said: “Blessed be the LORD 
God of Israel, who has fulfilled with His 
hands what He spoke with His mouth to 
my father David, esaying, 5‘Since the day 
that I brought My people out of the land of 
Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe 
of Israel in which to build a house, that My 
name might be there, nor did I choose any 
man to be a ruler over My people Israel. 
6fYet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My 
name may be there, and I shave chosen Da- 
vid to be over My people Israel.’ 7Now “it 


was in the heart of my father David to build 
a temple* for the name of the LORD God of 
Israel. 8But the LORD said to my father Da- 
vid, ‘Whereas it was in your heart to build 
atemple for My name, you did well in that it 
was in your heart. 9Nevertheless you shall 
not build the temple, but your son who will 
come from your body, he shall build the 
temple for My ‘name.’ 1°So the LORD has 
fulfilled His word which He spoke, and I 
have filled the position of my father David, 
and jsit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD 
promised; and I have built the temple for 
the name of the LORD God of Israel. UAnd 
there I have put the ark, “in which is the 
covenant of the LORD which He made with 
the children of Israel.” 


Solomon's Prayer of Dedication 
1221Then Solomon* stood before the altar 
of the LorD in the presence of all the as- 
sembly of Israel, and spread out his hands 
13(for Solomon had made a bronze platform 
five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three 
cubits high, and had set it in the midst of 
the court; and he stood on it, knelt down on 
his knees before all the assembly of Israel, 
and spread out his hands toward heaven); 
Mand he said: “LORD God of Israel, ™there 
is no God in heaven or on earth like You, 
who keep Your "covenant and mercy with 
Your servants who walk before You with 
all their hearts. 15° You have kept what You 
promised Your servant David my father; 
You have both spoken with Your mouth 
and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this 
day. 16Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now 
keep what You promised Your servant Da- 
vid my father, saying, ?‘You shall not fail to 
have a man sit before Me on the throne of 
Israel, ¢only if your sons take heed to their 
way, that they walk in My law as you have 
walked before Me.’ !7And now, O LORD God 
of Israel, let Your word come true, which 
You have spoken to Your servant David. 


*5:13 Compare Psalm 106:1 
house, and so in verses 8-10 
(compare 1 Kings 8:22) 


*6:7 Literally 
*6:12 Literally he 


5:12 Asaph... Heman...Jeduthun. These men 
were the heads of the divisions of Levitical musicians 
(1 Chr. 6:33,39; 25:1). 

5:13 Praise—Praise and worship are simply recog- 
nizing the perfections and worthiness of the Lord. His 
lovingkindness never runs out or diminishes. Every 
day His mercy and grace exist in perfection on our 
behalf. A time for daily praise is one of the best ways 
to grow closer to God. 

6:2 to dwell in forever. |t did not occur to Solomon 
that one day the glory of the Lord would depart from 
this temple and it would be destroyed (Ezek. 10:18). 
6:14 there is no God... like You. Solomon’s accla- 
mation is echoed by every child of God who reflects 
on God's faithfulness and mercy to those who “walk 
before Him” with “all their hearts.” It is not that Sol- 
omon considered other gods to be valid, but he was 
in a position to see the kind of trust that pagans put 


in their gods, and how whimsical and unfaithful these 
“gods” were. 

6:16 only if your sons take heed. Solomon was rec- 
ognizing that the covenant was dependent on the 
people remaining faithful to God, and he wanted 
his line to walk with God as David had. Even though 
future generations did not imitate David, God's faith- 
fulness was carried out through Jesus, the Son of 
David (Matt. 9:27; 15:22; 22:41—45). 
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18“But will God indeed dwell with men 
on the earth? "Behold, heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain You. 
How much less this temple* which I have 
built! 19 Yet regard the prayer of Your ser- 
vant and his supplication, O LORD my God, 
and listen to the cry and the prayer which 
Your servant is praying before You: 2°that 
Your eyes may be ‘open toward this tem- 
ple day and night, toward the place where 
You said You would put Your name, that 
You may hear the prayer which Your ser- 
vant makes 'toward this place. 21And may 
You hear the supplications of Your servant 
and of Your people Israel, when they pray 
toward this place. Hear from heaven Your 
dwelling place, and when You hear, “for- 
give. 

22“Tf anyone sins against his neighbor, 
and is forced to take an voath, and comes 
and takes an oath before Your altar in this 
temple, 23then hear from heaven, and act, 
and judge Your servants, bringing retribu- 
tion on the wicked by bringing his way on 
his own head, and justifying the righteous 
by giving him according to his vrighteous- 
ness. 

24“Or if Your people Israel are defeat- 
ed before an xenemy because they have 
sinned against You, and return and con- 
fess Your name, and pray and make sup- 
plication before You in this temple, 25then 
hear from heaven and forgive the sin of 
Your people Israel, and bring them back to 
the land which You gave to them and their 
fathers. 

26“When the vyheavens are shut up and 
there is no rain because they have sinned 
against You, when they pray toward this 
place and confess Your name, and turn 
from their sin because You afflict them, 
27then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin 
of Your servants, Your people Israel, that 
You may teach them the good way in which 
they should walk; and send rain on Your 
land which You have given to Your people 
as an inheritance. 

28“When there zis famine in the land, 
pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or 
grasshoppers; when their enemies besiege 
them in the land of their cities; whatever 
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plague or whatever “sickness there is; 
29whatever prayer, whatever supplication 
is made by anyone, or by all Your people 
Israel, when each one knows his own bur- 
den and his own grief, and spreads out 
his hands to this temple: 2°then hear from 
heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, 
and give to everyone according to all his 
ways, whose heart You know (for You 
alone know the chearts of the sons of 
men), 3!that they may fear You, to walk in 
Your ways as long as they live in the land 
which You gave to our fathers. 

32“Moreover, concerning a foreigner, 
dwho is not of Your people Israel, but has 
come from a far country for the sake of 
Your great name and Your mighty hand 
and Your outstretched arm, when they 
come and pray in this temple; 33then hear 
from heaven Your dwelling place, and do 
according to all for which the foreigner 
calls to You, that all peoples of the earth 
may know Your name and fear You, as 
do Your people Israel, and that they may 
know that this temple which I have built is 
called by Your name. 

34°When Your people go out to battle 
against their enemies, wherever You send 
them, and when they pray to You toward 
this city which You have chosen and the 
temple which I have built for Your name, 
35then hear from heaven their prayer and 
their supplication, and maintain their 
cause. 

36“When they sin against You (for there is 
eno one who does not sin), and You become 
angry with them and deliver them to the en- 
emy, and they take them ‘captive to a land 
far or near; 37yet when they come to them- 
selves in the land where they were carried 
captive, and repent, and make supplication 
to You in the land of their captivity, saying, 
‘We have sinned, we have done wrong, and 
have committed wickedness’; 38and when 
they return to You with all their heart and 
with all their soul in the land of their cap- 
tivity, where they have been carried cap- 
tive, and pray toward their land which You 


*6:18 Literally house 


6:23 hear from heaven. Solomon’s request that God 
hear from heaven underscored God's transcendence. 
Although God had chosen to be present on earth at 
the temple, He is also beyond the limits of the temple 
building. 

6:25 bring them back. This statement is a hint of the 
future captivity and deportation of God’s disobedi- 
ent people (Deut. 28:29-30). When the exile to Bab- 
ylon became a reality, the temple was destroyed and 
no one could pray at that place as before. But even in 
those days, God's people directed their prayer toward 
Jerusalem (Dan. 6:10). 

6:32-33 concerning a foreigner. God made His cov- 
enant exclusively with Israel, the nation descended 
from Abraham, but He did so for the purpose of 
attracting the nations to Himself, the Creator of all 


people. A foreigner who embraced the Lord as God 
would be numbered among God's people. 

6:36 there is no one who does not sin. This statement 
is repeated in the New Testament (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 
1:8-10). take them captive. Solomon's speech antic- 
ipated the possibility of exile (v. 25), something that 
had already taken place by the time Chronicles was 
written. 
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gave to their fathers, the city which You 
have chosen, and toward the temple which 
Ihave built for Your name: 3%then hear from 
heaven Your dwelling place their prayer 
and their supplications, and maintain their 
cause, and forgive Your people who have 
sinned against You. 49Now, my God, I pray, 
let Your eyes be “open and let Your ears be 
attentive to the prayer made in this place. 


41i“Now therefore, 
Arise, O LORD God, to Your iresting 
place, 

You and the ark of Your strength. 
Let Your priests, O LORD God, be 
clothed with salvation, 

And let Your saints ’rejoice in 
goodness. 


42 “C) LORD God, do not turn away the face 
of Your Anointed; 
‘Remember the mercies of Your servant 
David.”* 


Solomon Dedicates the Temple 
When «Solomon had finished praying, 
bfire came down from heaven and con- 

sumed the burnt offering and the sacrific- 

es; and cthe glory of the LorD filled the 
temple.* 24And the priests could not enter 
the house of the LORD, because the glory 
of the LorD had filled the LORD’s house. 
3When all the children of Israel saw how 
the fire came down, and the glory of the 

LORD on the temple, they bowed their faces 

to the ground on the pavement, and wor- 

shiped and praised the LORD, saying: 


e“For He is good, 
fFor His mercy endures forever.”* 


4gThen the king and all the people of- 
fered sacrifices before the LORD. 5King 
Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two 
thousand bulls and one hundred and twen- 
ty thousand sheep. So the king and all the 
people dedicated the house of God. And 
the priests attended to their services; the 
Levites also with instruments of the music 
of the LORD, which King David had made 
to praise the LORD, saying, “For His mer- 
cy endures forever,”* whenever David of- 
fered praise by their ministry. ‘The priests 
sounded trumpets opposite them, while all 
Israel stood. 

7Furthermore jSolomon consecrated 
the middle of the court that was in front of 
the house of the LORD; for there he offered 
burnt offerings and the fat of the peace 
offerings, because the bronze altar which 
Solomon had made was not able to receive 
the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, 
and the fat. 

8kAt that time Solomon kept the feast 
seven days, and all Israel with him, a very 
great assembly ‘from the entrance of Ha- 
math to “the Brook of Egypt.* 9And on the 
eighth day they held a "sacred assembly, 
for they observed the dedication of the al- 
tar seven days, and the feast seven days. 


*6:42 Compare Psalm 132:8-10  *7:1 Literally 
house *7:3 Compare Psalm 106:1 *7:6 Com- 
pare Psalm 106:1 *7:8 That is, the Shihor (com- 
pare 1 Chronicles 13:5) 


7:1 Miracles—This event marks the third of four 
events when supernatural fire fell from heaven. 
The first occurred during the dedication of the tab- 
ernacle in the days of Moses (Lev. 9:24). The second 
happened when David dedicated a piece of ground 
to the Lord that later became the site of Solomon's 
temple (1 Chr. 21:26). The final occurrence transpired 
on Mount Carmel when Elijah prayed for fire to con- 
sume his offering (1 Kin. 18:38). We often think that a 
miracle will convince an unbeliever of the reality of 
the living God, and sometimes it does. But sensing 
the presence of God, or seeing His work, does not 
equal believing. The Israelites often backslid, even 
after miraculous events, and even the miracles of 
Jesus did not convince all that He was the Messiah 
(Matt. 11:20-24). 

7:3 Need for Worship—tThe first reason for worship 
is simply that God commands it (1 Chr. 16:29; Matt. 
4:10). The first four of the Ten Commandments charge 
men and women to worship the one true God and 
Him alone (Ex. 20:3-10). To allow anything or anyone 
other than God to have a position of lordship over us 
constitutes gross disobedience to the will of God and 
incurs His terrible wrath (Ex. 20:5; Deut. 27:15). Even- 
tually all peoples will bow to God anyway, even if they 
do so unwillingly (Phil. 2:10). 

Anequally important reason for worship is that God 
is worthy of our worship. He designed us for worship. 
He alone possesses the attributes that merit our wor- 
ship and service. Among these are goodness (Ps. 100:5), 
mercy (Ex. 4:31), holiness (Ps. 99:5,9), and creative 


power (Rev. 4:11). When men of biblical times clearly 
saw the unveiled glory of God, they could not help 
but fall prostrate in worship. Examples of this response 
can be seen in the actions of Moses (Ex. 34:5-8), Isa- 
iah (Is. 6), Paul (Acts 9:3-6), and John (Rev. 1:9-17). 
A final reason for worship is that men and women 
need to give it. People cannot find personal fulfill- 
ment apart from the glad submission of themselves 
in worshipful obedience to God. He is the Creator 
and they are the creatures (Rev. 4:11). We are made 
to worship God. If we do anything less, we fail to be 
who God created us to be. One who worships God 
not only participates in the occupation of heaven 
(Rev. 7:9-12), but also finds joyful satisfaction in the 
present time (Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:24). 
7:8 feast. The feast was the Feast of Tabernacles, 
which began on the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month and continued through the twenty-second 
day (see note at 5:3). Hamath .. . Brook of Egypt. 
These geographical locations specify the extent of 
Solomon’s early kingdom from north to south. 
7:9 dedication of the altar. This is the same dedica- 
tion referred to in 5:3. 
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100On the twenty-third day of the seventh 
month he sent the people away to their 
tents, joyful and glad of heart for the good 
that the LORD had done for David, for Sol- 
omon, and for His people Israel. 1Thus 
pSolomon finished the house of the LORD 
and the king’s house; and Solomon suc- 
cessfully accomplished all that came into 
his heart to make in the house of the LORD 
and in his own house. 


God's Second Appearance 
to Solomon 

122Then the LORD ¢appeared to Solomon 
by night, and said to him: “I have heard 
your prayer, "and have chosen this splace 
for Myself as a house of sacrifice. 18*When 
I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or 
command the locusts to devour the land, or 
send pestilence among My people, “if My 
people who are “called by My name will 
vhumble themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
wthen I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land. 5 Now 
xMy eyes will be open and My ears atten- 
tive to prayer made in this place. !6For now 
y] have chosen and sanctified this house, 
that My name may be there forever; and 
My eyes and My heart will be there per- 
petually. !72As for you, if you walk before 
Meas your father David walked, and do ac- 
cording to all that I have commanded you, 
and if you keep My statutes and My judg- 
ments, !8then I will establish the throne of 
your kingdom, as I covenanted with David 
your father, saying, “You shall not fail to 
have aman as ruler in Israel.’ 

19b“But if you turn away and forsake My 
statutes and My commandments which I 
have set before you, and go and serve oth- 
er gods, and worship them, 2®cthen I will 
uproot them from My land which I have 
given them; and this house which I have 
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sanctified for My name I will cast out of 
My sight, and will make it a proverb anda 
dbyword among all peoples. 

21“And as for ethis house, which is ex- 
alted, everyone who passes by it will be 
fastonished and say, *‘Why has the LORD 
done thus to this land and this house?’ 
22Then they will answer, ‘Because they 
forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 
embraced other gods, and worshiped them 
and served them; therefore He has brought 
all this calamity on them.’” 


Solomon's Additional 
Achievements 

It ¢came to pass at the end of »twen- 

ty years, when Solomon had built the 
house of the LORD and his own house, 
2that the cities which Hiram* had given to 
Solomon, Solomon built them; and he set- 
tled the children of Israel there. 3And Sol- 
omon went to Hamath Zobah and seized it. 
4cHe also built Tadmor in the wilderness, 
and all the storage cities which he built in 
dHamath. 5He built Upper Beth Horon and 
eLower Beth Horon, fortified cities with 
walls, gates, and bars, 6also Baalath and 
all the storage cities that Solomon had, and 
all the chariot cities and the cities of the 
cavalry, and all that Solomon fdesired to 
build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all 
the land of his dominion. 

7¢All the people who were left of the 
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
Jebusites, who were not of Israel—8that is, 
their descendants who were left in the land 
after them, whom the children of Israel did 
not destroy—from these Solomon raised 
forced labor, as it is to this day. 9But Sol- 
omon did not make the children of Israel 
servants for his work. Some were men of 


* 8:2 Hebrew Huram (compare 2 Chronicles 2:3) 


7:10 sent the people away to their tents. The peo- 
ple returned to their huts, or booths, where they 
stayed as a part of the Feast of Tabernacles. Few if any 
Israelites used tents for their housing at this time. 
7:11 house of the Lorp ...king’s house. Since it took 
Solomon 13 years to build his palace and 20 years in 
all to build both it and the temple, these events are 
halfway through Solomon’s 40-year reign. 

7:14 Prayer—This promise to hear, if the people 
will pray, is directly linked to the covenant promises 
that God made with the Israelites (Deut. 28-30). 
Blessings were linked to obedience, curses linked 
to rebellion, and the promise that God would hear 
if they repented was the reminder that God had 
eternal commitment to them. Even nations out- 
side this covenant have taken great comfort in 
remembering this promise. God always hears the 
sincere prayers of His people, and Christians are 
directed to pray for the leaders of the nations (1 Tim. 
2:1-2). 

8:4 Tadmor. Solomon built and fortified cities such 
as Tadmor because they were on vital caravan routes. 


These fortified cities provided protection to his car- 
avans and became the customs points at which Sol- 
omon collected taxes. storage cities. Facilities were 
scattered throughout Solomon’s outlying provinces 
to provide warehouses for his armies and merchant- 
men, as well as to store produce and other tributes 
paid by the vassal states (1 Kin. 9:19). 

8:5 Upper Beth Horon and Lower Beth Horon. 
These cities were strategically located near the bor- 
der between Judah and the northern tribal districts, 
along a major mountain pass to the Mediterranean 
Josh. 10:10; 1 Sam. 13:18). 
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war, captains of his officers, captains of 
his chariots, and his cavalry. And others 
were chiefs of the officials of King Sol- 
omon: /two hundred and fifty, who ruled 
over the people. 

UNow Solomon ‘brought the daughter of 
Pharaoh up from the City of David to the 
house he had built for her, for he said, “My 
wife shall not dwell in the house of David 
king of Israel, because the places to which 
the ark of the LORD has come are holy.” 

122Then Solomon offered burnt offerings 
to the LORD on the altar of the LORD which 
he had built before the vestibule, !3accord- 
ing to the jdaily rate, offering according 
to the commandment of Moses, for the 
Sabbaths, the New Moons, and the *three 
appointed yearly 'feasts—the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 4And, according 
to the order of David his father, he appoint- 
ed the "divisions of the priests for their ser- 
vice, "the Levites for their duties (to praise 
and serve before the priests) as the duty of 
each day required, and the gatekeepers by 
their divisions at each gate; for so David 
the man of God had commanded. They 
did not depart from the command of the 
king to the priests and Levites concerning 
any matter or concerning the treasuries. 

16Now all the work of Solomon was well- 
ordered from* the day of the foundation of 
the house of the LORD until it was finished. 
So the house of the LORD was completed. 

17Then Solomon went to ¢Ezion Geber 
and Elath* on the seacoast, in the land of 
Edom. 18rAnd Hiram sent him ships by the 
hand of his servants, and servants who 
knew the sea. They went with the ser- 
vants of Solomon to sOphir, and acquired 
four hundred and fifty talents of gold from 
there, and brought it to King Solomon. 


The Queen of Sheba’s Praise 


of Solomon 

Now “when the queen of Sheba heard 

of the fame of Solomon, she came to 
Jerusalem to test Solomon with hard ques- 
tions, having a very great retinue, camels 
that bore spices, gold in abundance, and 
precious stones; and when she came to Sol- 
omon, she spoke with him about all that 
was in her heart. 2So Solomon answered 
all her questions; there was nothing so 


difficult for Solomon that he could not 
explain it to her. 3And when the queen of 
Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, 
the house that he had built, 4the food on 
his table, the seating of his servants, the 
service of his waiters and their apparel, his 
bcupbearers and their apparel, and his en- 
tryway by which he went up to the house of 
the LORD, there was no more spirit in her. 

5Then she said to the king: “It was a true 
report which I heard in my own land about 
your words and your wisdom. SHowever 
I did not believe their words until I came 
and saw with my own eyes; and indeed the 
half of the greatness of your wisdom was 
not told me. You exceed the fame of which I 
heard. 7Happy are your men and happy are 
these your servants, who stand continually 
before you and hear your wisdom! 8Blessed 
be the LORD your God, who delighted in 
you, setting you on His throne to be king 
for the LORD your God! Because your God 
has cloved Israel, to establish them forever, 
therefore He made you king over them, to 
do justice and righteousness.” 

9And she gave the king one hundred 
and twenty talents of gold, spices in great 
abundance, and precious stones; there nev- 
er were any spices such as those the queen 
of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 

10Also, the servants of Hiram and the 
servants of Solomon, “who brought gold 
from Ophir, brought algum* wood and pre- 
cious stones. UAnd the king made walk- 
ways of the algum* wood for the house of 
the LORD and for the king’s house, also 
harps and stringed instruments for sing- 
ers; and there were none such as these seen 
before in the land of Judah. 

l2Now King Solomon gave to the queen 
of Sheba all she desired, whatever she 
asked, much more than she had brought 
to the king. So she turned and went to her 
own country, she and her servants. 


Solomon’s Great Wealth 
BeThe weight of gold that came to Sol- 
omon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six 


* 8:16 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text reads as faras. *8:17 Hebrew 
Eloth (compare 2 Kings 14:22) *9:10 Or almug 
(compare | Kings 10:11,12) *9:11 Or almug 
(compare | Kings 10:11, 12) 


8:18 Hiram. The Phoenicians were world famous mar- 
iners, so when Solomon undertook a merchant marine 
enterprise he called once more on his good friend 
Hiram, king of Tyre. Ophir. A source of finest gold 
(1 Chr. 29:4); the location of Ophir is not known, except 
that it was reached by sea. People have speculated that 
it may have been in South Arabia, India, or Africa. 

9:1 Sheba. Sheba was more than a thousand miles 
south of Israel, at the southern end of the Arabian 
peninsula. 

9:8 Blessed be the LorpD your God. The language of 
politeness in the ancient world does not necessarily 


suggest that the queen of Sheba was converted. Vis- 
iting dignitaries customarily praised the god of the 
host nation. 

9:13 six hundred and sixty-six talents of gold. Sol- 
omon’s annual income in gold amounted to 25 tons. 


8:10/1 Kin.9:23  8:11/1 Kin. 3:1; 7:8; 9:24; 11:1 
8:13/ Num. 28:3, 9, 11, 26; 29:1 k Ex. 23:14-17; 34:22, 23 
'Lev. 231-44 —8:141 Chr. 24:3 "1 Chr. 25:1 91 Chr. 
9:17; 26:1 8:15? 1Chr.26:20-28 8:1791 Kin. 9:26 
8:18 2 Chr. 9:10, 13 $1 Chr.29:4 9:1 @[Matt. 12:42] 
9:4>Neh. 1:11 9:8°Deut.7:8 9:1042 Chr. 8:18 
9:13 ©1 Kin. 10:14-29 


talents of gold, “besides what the traveling 
merchants and traders brought. And all the 
kings of Arabia and governors of the coun- 
try brought gold and silver to Solomon. 
And King Solomon made two hundred 
large shields of hammered gold; six hun- 
dred shekels of hammered gold went into 
each shield. 16He also made three hundred 
shields of hammered gold; three hundred 
shekels* of gold went into each shield. The 
king put them in the ‘House of the Forest 
of Lebanon. 

17Moreover the king made a great throne 
of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. 
18The throne had six steps, with a foot- 
stool of gold, which were fastened to the 
throne; there were armrests on either side 
of the place of the seat, and two lions stood 
beside the armrests. 19Twelve lions stood 
there, one on each side of the six steps; 
nothing like this had been made for any 
other kingdom. 

20A11 King Solomon’s drinking vessels 
were gold, and all the vessels of the House 
of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. 
Not one was silver, for this was accounted 
as nothing in the days of Solomon. 2!For 
the king’s ships went to *Tarshish with the 
servants of Hiram.* Once every three years 
the merchant ships* came, bringing gold, 
silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.* 

22So King Solomon surpassed all the 
kings of the earth in riches and wisdom. 
23And all the kings of the earth sought the 
presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, 
which God had put in his heart. 24Each 
man brought his present: articles of silver 
and gold, garments, "armor, spices, horses, 
and mules, at a set rate year by year. 

25Solomon ‘had four thousand stalls 
for horses and chariots, and twelve thou- 
sand horsemen whom he stationed in 
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the chariot cities and with the king at Je- 
rusalem. 

26iSo he reigned over all the kings *from 
the River* to the land of the Philistines, 
as far as the border of Egypt. 27'The king 
made silver as common in Jerusalem as 
stones, and he made cedar trees as abun- 
dant as the sycamores which are in the 
lowland. 28"And they brought horses to 
Solomon from Egypt and from all lands. 


Death of Solomon 

290Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, 
first and last, are they not written in the 
book of Nathan the prophet, in the prophecy 
of PAhijah the Shilonite, and in the visions 
of “Iddo the seer concerning Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat? 3°rSolomon reigned in Jeru- 
salem over all Israel forty years. 3!Then 
Solomon rested with his fathers, and was 
buried in the City of David his father. And 
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. 


The Revolt Against Rehoboam 
10 And ¢Rehoboam went to Shechem, 
for all Israel had gone to Shechem to 
make him king. 2So it happened, when Jer- 
oboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was in 
Egypt, where he had fled from the pres- 
ence of King Solomon), that Jeroboam re- 
turned from Egypt. Then they sent for him 
and called him. And Jeroboam and all Is- 
rael came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 
4“Your father made our yoke heavy; now 
therefore, lighten the burdensome service 
of your father and his heavy yoke which he 
put on us, and we will serve you.” 


*9:16 Or three minas (compare | Kings 

10:17) *9:21 Hebrew Huram (compare | Kings 
10:22) ¢ Literally ships of Tarshish (deep-sea ves- 
sels) © Or peacocks *9:26 That is, the Euphrates 


This figure probably reflects the annual revenues of 
the entire nation through taxes. 

9:14 kings... governors... brought. The gold and 
silver that the kings and governors brought to Sol- 
omon was tribute, a form of taxation on vassal states, 
not a voluntary gift. 

9:15 shields of hammered gold. The targets or 
shields of beaten gold were for decorative or ceremo- 
nial purpose, not the armory. Gold was too expensive, 
too heavy, and too soft to use in battle. 

9:26 to the land of the Philistines. Most of the kings 
of Israel had continuing trouble with the Philistines, 
even though they were able to subdue every other sur- 
rounding neighbor. David had some success against 
the Philistines (1 Chr. 18:1), and later Jehoshaphat man- 
aged to exact tribute from some of them (17:11). 

9:29 Nathan the prophet. This is the same Nathan 
that rebuked David for his adultery and murder 
(2 Sam. 12:1-15). He was a confidant and counselor 
to both David and Solomon (1 Kin. 1:8-11). Ahi- 
jah... Iddo. Ahijah and Iddo were contemporaries 
who compiled the accounts of both Jeroboam and 
Rehoboam (12:15). 

9:31 Rehoboam. Rehoboam was a son of Solomon 
by his wife Naamah of Ammon (12:13). He was 41 


when he began to rule, so he must have been born 
during the period when Solomon ruled alongside 
David (1 Chr. 29:22-23). 

10:1 Shechem. Rehoboam probably chose Shechem 
as the place to be crowned because a rift had begun 
to develop between the northern and southern 
tribes (1 Kin. 11:26-40). 

10:4 Wisdom—Bravado is different than wisdom. 
Saying that one is going to be tough is different than 
being wise. Short of despotic force, no king can rule a 
people who do not trust him, and even if there is not 
outright rebellion, the resistance makes an unhappy 
nation. Like many other people, Rehoboam mistook 
conciliation for weakness, and lost his chance to have 
influence with most of the nation. It is important to 
remember that the outcome of this encounter was 
just what God wanted. Rehoboam was reaping the 
fruits of his father’s (and his own) indifference to God. 


9:16f1Kin. 7:2 9:2192 Chr. 20:36,37  9:2441 Kin. 
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5So he said to them, “Come back to me 
after three days.” And the people departed. 

6Then King Rehoboam consulted the el- 
ders who stood before his father Solomon 
while he still lived, saying, “How do you 
advise me to answer these people?” 

7And they spoke to him, saying, “If you 
are kind to these people, and please them, 
and speak good words to them, they will be 
your servants forever.” 

8cBut he rejected the advice which the 
elders had given him, and consulted the 
young men who had grown up with him, 
who stood before him. 9And he said to 
them, “What advice do you give? How 
should we answer this people who have 
spoken to me, saying, ‘Lighten the yoke 
which your father put on us’?” 

10Then the young men who had grown 
up with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus 
you should speak to the people who have 
spoken to you, saying, ‘Your father made 
our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on 
us’—thus you shall say to them: ‘My little 
finger shall be thicker than my father’s 
waist! 11And now, whereas my father put a 
heavy yoke on you, I will add to your yoke; 
my father chastised you with whips, but I 
will chastise you with scourges!’”* 

122S0 4Jeroboam and all the people came 
to Rehoboam on the third day, as the king 
had directed, saying, “Come back to me the 
third day.” !8Then the king answered them 
roughly. King Rehoboam rejected the ad- 
vice of the elders, 4and he spoke to them 
according to the advice of the young men, 
saying, “My father* made your yoke heavy, 
but I will add to it; my father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scourges!”* 15So the king did not listen to 
the people; efor the turn of events was from 
God, that the LORD might fulfill His word, 
which He had spoken by the hand of Ahijah 
the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

16Now when all Israel saw that the king 
did not listen to them, the people answered 
the king, saying: 


“What share have we in David? 
We have no inheritance in the son of 
Jesse. 
Every man to your tents, O Israel! 
Now see to your own house, O David!” 


So all Israel departed to their tents. !7But 
Rehoboam reigned over the children of Is- 
rael who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 


18Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, 
who was in charge of revenue; but the chil- 
dren of Israel stoned him with stones, and 
he died. Therefore King Rehoboam mount- 
ed his chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem. 
19So Israel has been in rebellion against 
the house of David to this day. 
1 Now ¢when Rehoboam came to Jeru- 

salem, he assembled from the house 

of Judah and Benjamin one hundred and 
eighty thousand chosen men who were 
warriors, to fight against Israel, that he 
might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam. 

2But the word of the LORD came to She- 
maiah the man of God, saying, 3“Speak 
to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of 
Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Ben- 
jamin, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “You 
shall not go up or fight against your breth- 
ren! Let every man return to his house, for 
this thing is from Me.”’” Therefore they 
obeyed the words of the LORD, and turned 
back from attacking Jeroboam. 


Rehoboam Fortifies the Cities 

5So Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and 
built cities for defense in Judah. 6And he 
built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7Beth Zur, 
Sochoh, Adullam, 8Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 
98Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 1!°Zorah, Ai- 
jalon, and Hebron, which are in Judah and 
Benjamin, fortified cities. 'And he forti- 
fied the strongholds, and put captains in 
them, and stores of food, oil, and wine. 
12Also in every city he put shields and 
spears, and made them very strong, having 
Judah and Benjamin on his side. 


Priests and Levites Move to Judah 
13And from all their territories the priests 
and the Levites who were in all Israel took 
their stand with him. For the Levites left 
ctheir common-lands and their posses- 
sions and came to Judah and Jerusalem, 
for ¢Jeroboam and his sons had rejected 
them from serving as priests to the LORD. 
IS5eThen he appointed for himself priests for 
the high places, for ‘the demons, and £the 
calf idols which he had made. 16And after 
the Levites left,* those from all the tribes 


*10:11 Literally scorpions * 10:14 Following 
many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, 
and Vulgate (compare verse 10 and 1 Kings 12:14); 
Masoretic Text reads I. ¢ Literally scorpions 

* 11:16 Literally after them 


10:15 the turn of events was from God. Human fool- 
ishness and decisions often achieve God’s purposes. 
Solomon’s defection from God late in his reign had 
already disqualified his descendants from ruling over 
all Israel (1 Kin. 11:9-13). Rehoboam initiated the split 
with his own foolish actions. 

11:13 all their territories. Though Israel and Judah 
had split into two kingdoms, the priests and Levites 
of Israel sided with Judah. One reason for this was 
that they knew that Rehoboam was of the lineage of 
David, and therefore part of God's covenant promise 
to David. Another reason was that Jeroboam had 


established his own religious cult, which had no need 
for the true priests of God (1 Kin. 12:24—33). 

11:16 came to Jerusalem. Once the legitimate reli- 
gious leaders had left Israel, the worshipers of God 
in the northern kingdom could no longer worship in 


10:81 Kin. 12:8-11  10:1241 Kin. 12:12-14 
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of Israel, such as set their heart to seek the 
LORD God of Israel, ‘came to Jerusalem to 
sacrifice to the LORD God of their fathers. 
17So they ‘strengthened the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, and made Rehoboam the son of Sol- 
omon strong for three years, because they 
walked in the way of David and Solomon 
for three years. 


The Family of Rehoboam 

18Then Rehoboam took for himself as 
wife Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth 
the son of David, and of Abihail the 
daughter of "Eliah the son of Jesse. 18And 
she bore him children: Jeush, Shamariah, 
and Zaham. 20After her he took ‘Maachah 
the granddaughter* of "Absalom; and she 
bore him "Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and She- 
lomith. 21Now Rehoboam loved Maachah 
the granddaughter of Absalom more than 
all his wives and his concubines; for he 
took eighteen wives and sixty concubines, 
and begot twenty-eight sons and sixty 
daughters. 22And Rehoboam Pappointed 
aAbijah the son of Maachah as chief, to be 
leader among his brothers; for he intended 
to make him king. 23He dealt wisely, and 
dispersed some of his sons throughout all 
the territories of Judah and Benjamin, to 
every ‘fortified city; and he gave them pro- 
visions in abundance. He also sought many 
wives for them. 


Egypt Attacks Judah 
1 2 Now it came to pass, when Re- 
hoboam had established the kingdom 
and had strengthened himself, that Phe 
forsook the law of the LORD, and all Israel 
along with him. 2¢And it happened in the 
fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak 
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem, 
because they had transgressed against the 
LORD, 3with twelve hundred chariots, six- 
ty thousand horsemen, and people without 
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number who came with him out of Egypt— 
athe Lubim and the Sukkiim and the Ethi- 
opians. 4And he took the fortified cities of 
Judah and came to Jerusalem. 

5Then ¢Shemaiah the prophet came to 
Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah, who 
were gathered together in Jerusalem be- 
cause of Shishak, and said to them, “Thus 
says the LORD: ‘You have forsaken Me, and 
therefore I also have left you in the hand of 
Shishak.’” 

6So the leaders of Israel and the king 
humbled themselves; and they said, *“The 
LORD is righteous.” 

7Now when the LORD saw that they 
humbled themselves, "the word of the 
LORD came to Shemaiah, saying, “They 
have humbled themselves; therefore I will 
not destroy them, but I will grant them 
some deliverance. My wrath shall not be 
poured out on Jerusalem by the hand of 
Shishak. 8Nevertheless ‘they will be his 
servants, that they may distinguish i/My 
service from the service of the kingdoms 
of the nations.” 

9kSo Shishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jerusalem, and took away the 
treasures of the house of the LORD and 
the treasures of the king’s house; he took 
everything. He also carried away the gold 
shields which Solomon had ‘made. !9Then 
King Rehoboam made bronze shields in 
their place, and committed them to the 
hands of the captains of the guard, who 
guarded the doorway of the king’s house. 
11And whenever the king entered the house 
of the LORD, the guard would go and bring 
them out; then they would take them back 
into the guardroom. !2When he humbled 
himself, the wrath of the LORD turned from 
him, so as not to destroy him completely; 
and things also went well in Judah. 


* 11:20 Literally daughter, but in the broader sense 
of granddaughter (compare 2 Chronicles 13:2) 


good conscience, so they either made pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem, or moved there (1 Kin. 12:25-33). At the 
time of the Babylonian captivity (36:10) the northern 
kingdom was already captured by Assyria (2 Kin. 17), 
but there were many representatives from the north- 
ern tribes living in Judah. 

11:22 Abijah. Rehoboam named his son Abijah as 
the next king to ensure a smooth succession follow- 
ing his death. Abijah probably served under or along- 
side Rehoboam, just as Solomon had served under 
David (1 Chr. 23:1). 

12:2 Egypt. Egypt was beginning to recover from a 
long period of decline and wanted to reestablish con- 
trol over Israel. God used their ambitions to discipline 
Rehoboam for abandoning the Lord. 

12:3 Lubim... Sukkiim. The Lubim were the Libyans, 
and the Sukkiim were other desert tribes, probably 
from western Libya. Ethiopians. These famous war- 
riors, sometimes referred to as Cushites, originated in 
the lands south of Egypt. 

12:6 Righteousness—The king and princes of 
Judah recognized that the Lord was righteous, even 


in leaving them in the hands of Shishak. What they 
did not know, was the difference between being the 
“vassal” of the righteous Lord, and the vassal of the 
unrighteous Shishak. Like the Israelites, we count 
on the righteousness and graciousness of the Lord 
toward us. It is good to know that He is unfailing in 
His lovingkindness, but it is not something to pre- 
sume upon, as if our conforming to His image does 
not really matter. 

12:9 took away the treasures. Judah was now a vas- 
sal state of Egypt. 
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480 ® 2Chronicles 12:13 
The End of Rehoboam’s Reign 

1BThus King Rehoboam strengthened 
himself in Jerusalem and reigned. Now 
nRehoboam was forty-one years old when 
he became king; and he reigned seven- 
teen years in Jerusalem, °the city which 
the LoRD had chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel, to put His name there. His moth- 
er’s name was Naamah, an PAmmonitess. 
14And he did evil, because he did not pre- 
pare his heart to seek the LORD. 

1I5The acts of Rehoboam, first and last, 
are they not written in the book of She- 
maiah the prophet, and of Iddo the seer 
concerning genealogies? "And there were 
wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
all their days. 16So Rehoboam rested with 
his fathers, and was buried in the City of 
David. Then sAbijah* his son reigned in 
his place. 


Abijah Reigns in Judah 

1 In ¢the eighteenth year of King Jer- 
oboam, Abijah became king over 

bJudah. 2He reigned three years in Jerusa- 

lem. His mother’s name was Michaiah* the 

daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. 

And there was war between Abijah and 
Jeroboam. 3Abijah set the battle in order 
with an army of valiant warriors, four hun- 
dred thousand choice men. Jeroboam also 
drew up in battle formation against him 
with eight hundred thousand choice men, 
mighty men of valor. 

4Then Abijah stood on Mount ¢Zemara- 
im, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, 
and said, “Hear me, Jeroboam and all Is- 
rael: 5Should you not know that the LORD 
God of Israel ¢gave the dominion over Is- 
rael to David forever, to him and his sons, 
eby a covenant of salt? ®Yet Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon the 
son of David, rose up and frebelled against 


his lord. 7Then “worthless rogues gath- 
ered to him, and strengthened themselves 
against Rehoboam the son of Solomon, 
when Rehoboam was "young and inexperi- 
enced and could not withstand them. 8And 
now you think to withstand the kingdom of 
the LORD, which is in the hand of the sons 
of David; and you are a great multitude, 
and with you are the gold calves which Jer- 
oboam ‘made for you as gods. %’Have you 
not cast out the priests of the LORD, the 
sons of Aaron, and the Levites, and made 
for yourselves priests, like the peoples of 
other lands, ®so that whoever comes to 
consecrate himself with a young bull and 
seven rams may be a priest of 'things that 
are not gods? 10But as for us, the LORD is 
our ™God, and we have not forsaken Him; 
and the priests who minister to the LORD 
are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites at- 
tend to their duties. 1!nAnd they burn to 
the LORD every morning and every eve- 
ning burnt sacrifices and sweet incense; 
they also set the °showbread in order on 
the pure gold table, and the lampstand of 
gold with its lamps ’to burn every evening; 
for we keep the command of the LORD our 
God, but you have forsaken Him. !2Now 
look, God Himself is with us as our ¢head, 
rand His priests with sounding trumpets to 
sound the alarm against you. O children of 
Israel, do not fight against the LORD God 
of your fathers, for you shall not prosper!” 

13But Jeroboam caused an ambush to go 
around behind them; so they were in front 
of Judah, and the ambush was behind 
them. 4And when Judah looked around, 
to their surprise the battle line was at 
both front and rear; and they ‘cried out 
to the LORD, and the priests sounded the 


* 12:16 Spelled Abijam in 1 Kings 14:31 
* 13:2 Spelled Maachah in 11:20, 21 and 1 Kings 
15:2 


13:2 His mother’s name was Michaiah. Michaiah is 
a variation of “Maachah.” She is the daughter of “Uriel 
of Gibeah” in this passage, as well as the “daughter 
of Absalom” (11:21). It is thought that she was the 
granddaughter of Absalom, the daughter of Uriel of 
Gibeah and Absalom’s daughter Tamar (2 Sam. 14:27). 
The terms “father, mother, son, daughter” were often 
used in talking of ancestors instead of generations. 
Jesus is referred to as the “Son of David” (Matt. 9:27; 
15:22; 22:42), which is clearly a reference to His ances- 
try. 

13:5 covenant of salt. Salt was a preservative and 
symbolized durability, so a covenant of salt was one 
that would not be broken. Sometimes covenant mak- 
ers each tooka pinch of salt and mixed it, to show that 
just as the salt could not be separated, so the promise 
could not be set aside. 

13:6 Yet Jeroboam. The throne had been promised 
to David's line forever, yet the promise was contin- 
gent on the faithfulness of his descendants (7:18-19). 
Because Solomon had turned from God, part of the 
kingdom was taken from him, and Jeroboam was 
chosen by God through the prophet Ahijah to rule 


over the part of the kingdom that was taken from Sol- 
omon (10:2). So far this story mirrors the events in the 
lives of Saul and David. But unlike David, Jeroboam 
did not wait for the Lord to deliver the promised king- 
dom to him. Jeroboam took his place by force, and 
immediately turned from God. His name became a 
byword, synonymous with “bad king.” (See also 1 Kin. 
11-14.) 

13:7 when Rehoboam was young and inexperi- 
enced. Abijah’s version of the nation’s division put 
his father in a relatively good light. Rehoboam was 41 
years old when he became king (12:13). 
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trumpets. Then the men of Judah gave a 
shout; and as the men of Judah shouted, it 
happened that God tstruck Jeroboam and 
all Israel before Abijah and Judah. !6And 
the children of Israel fled before Judah, 
and God delivered them into their hand. 
17Then Abijah and his people struck them 
with a great slaughter; so five hundred 
thousand choice men of Israel fell slain. 
18Thus the children of Israel were subdued 
at that time; and the children of Judah pre- 
vailed, “because they relied on the LORD 
God of their fathers. 

19And Abijah pursued Jeroboam and 
took cities from him: Bethel with its vil- 
lages, Jeshanah with its villages, and 
vEphrain* with its villages. 29So Jeroboam 
did not recover strength again in the days 
of Abijah; and the LORD “struck him, and 
xhe died. 

21But Abijah grew mighty, married four- 
teen wives, and begot twenty-two sons and 
sixteen daughters. 22Now the rest of the acts 
of Abijah, his ways, and his sayings are 
written in ythe annals of the prophet Iddo. 
1 4 So Abijah rested with his fathers, and 

they buried him in the City of David. 

Then ¢Asa his son reigned in his place. In 
his days the land was quiet for ten years. 


Asa Reigns in Judah 

2Asa did what was good and right in the 
eyes of the LORD his God, 3for he removed 
the altars of the foreign gods and »the high 
places, and ‘broke down the sacred pillars 
dand cut down the wooden images. 4He 
commanded Judah to ¢seek the LORD God 
of their fathers, and to observe the law and 
the commandment. 5He also removed the 
high places and the incense altars from all 
the cities of Judah, and the kingdom was 
quiet under him. 6And he built fortified cit- 
ies in Judah, for the land had rest; he had 
no war in those years, because the LORD 
had given him frest. 7Therefore he said to 
Judah, “Let us build these cities and make 
walls around them, and towers, gates, and 
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bars, while the land is yet before us, be- 
cause we have sought the LORD our God; 
we have sought Him, and He has given 
us rest on every side.” So they built and 
prospered. 8And Asa had an army of three 
hundred thousand from Judah who carried 
shields and spears, and from Benjamin two 
hundred and eighty thousand men who 
carried shields and drew £bows; all these 
were mighty men of "valor. 

%iThen Zerah the Ethiopian came out 
against them with an army of a million 
men and three hundred chariots, and he 
came to iMareshah. !°So Asa went out 
against him, and they set the troops in 
battle array in the Valley of Zephathah 
at Mareshah. !!And Asa &cried out to the 
LORD his God, and said, “LORD, it is inoth- 
ing for You to help, whether with many or 
with those who have no power; help us, O 
LORD our God, for we rest on You, and "in 
Your name we go against this multitude. 
O LoRD, You are our God; do not let man 
prevail against You!” 

12S0 the LORD "struck the Ethiopians 
before Asa and Judah, and the Ethiopians 
fled. 13And Asa and the people who were 
with him pursued them to °Gerar. So the 
Ethiopians were overthrown, and they 
could not recover, for they were broken 
before the LORD and His army. And they 
carried away very much spoil. !4Then they 
defeated all the cities around Gerar, for 
pthe fear of the LORD came upon them; and 
they plundered all the cities, for there was 
exceedingly much spoil in them. 5 They 
also attacked the livestock enclosures, 
and carried off sheep and camels in abun- 
dance, and returned to Jerusalem. 


The Reforms of Asa 

15 Now ¢the Spirit of God came upon 
Azariah the son of Oded. 2And he 

went out to meet Asa, and said to him: 


* 13:19 Or Ephron 


14:2-4 Faithfulness—kKing Asa chose to be faithful 
to God as he began his reign. His people enjoyed ten 
years of peace because of Asa’s obedience. For each 
one of us there is a peace that comes with faithful- 
ness to God. This does not necessarily mean that 
outer circumstances are uncomplicated, but in our 
hearts the peace of God can still reign. Like Asa, our 
actions affect the lives of those around us. We are 
created to have an eternal relationship with God, and 
that begins in the life of faith, believing that He is who 
He says He is and that we need Him. “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 

14:3 pillars... images. Sacred pillars were stone 
posts associated with Canaanite fertility rites. 
Asherah was a Canaanite goddess associated with 
Baal worship. Asherim were the poles, trees, or 
groves that were symbolic parts of Asherah worship. 
14:9 Zerah the Ethiopian. Since Egypt was strong at 
this time (12:3) and fully in control of its own territory, 


it is likely that Zerah and his large army were merce- 
naries of the Egyptian king Osorkon | (914-874 B.c.), 
successor of Shishak. Mareshah. Mareshah was one 
of Asa’s important fortified cities, about 25 miles 
southwest of Jerusalem (11:8). It was near the Via 
Maris, the coastal highway connecting Egypt and 
Canaan, making it strategically important. 

14:13 Gerar. Gerar was at the frontier between Egypt 
and Canaan and might have been in Egyptian terri- 
tory at this time. 
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“Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benja- 
min. >The LorD is with you while you are 
with Him. cIf you seek Him, He will be 
found by you; but if ¢you forsake Him, He 
will forsake you. 3¢For a long time Israel 
has been without the true God, without 
a fteaching priest, and without slaw; 4but 
hwhen in their trouble they turned to the 
LORD God of Israel, and sought Him, He 
was found by them. 5And in those times 
there was no peace to the one who went 
out, nor to the one who came in, but great 
turmoil was on all the inhabitants of the 
lands. §'So nation was destroyed by nation, 
and city by city, for God troubled them with 
every adversity. 7But you, be strong and do 
not let your hands be weak, for your work 
shall be rewarded!” 

8And when Asa heard these words and 
the prophecy of Oded* the prophet, he took 
courage, and removed the abominable idols 
from all the land of Judah and Benjamin 
and from the cities ‘which he had taken in 
the mountains of Ephraim; and he restored 
the altar of the LORD that was before the 
vestibule of the LORD. 9Then he gathered 
all Judah and Benjamin, and *those who 
dwelt with them from Ephraim, Manasseh, 
and Simeon, for they came over to him in 
great numbers from Israel when they saw 
that the LORD his God was with him. 

10So they gathered together at Jerusalem 
in the third month, in the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Asa. !/And they offered to the 
LORD at that time seven hundred bulls and 
seven thousand sheep from the spoil they 
had brought. !2Then they “entered into a 
covenant to seek the LORD God of their fa- 
thers with all their heart and with all their 
soul; 18nand whoever would not seek the 
LORD God of Israel owas to be put to death, 
whether small or great, whether man or 
woman. Then they took an oath before 
the LorD with a loud voice, with shouting 
and trumpets and rams’ horns. And all Ju- 
dah rejoiced at the oath, for they had sworn 
with all their heart and Psought Him with 
all their soul; and He was found by them, 
and the LORD gave them “rest all around. 

16 Also he removed "Maachah, the mother 


of Asa the king, from being queen mother, 
because she had made an obscene image of 
Asherah;* and Asa cut down her obscene 
image, then crushed and burned it by the 
Brook Kidron. !7But sthe high places were 
not removed from Israel. Nevertheless the 
heart of Asa was loyal all his days. 

18He also brought into the house of God 
the things that his father had dedicated and 
that he himself had dedicated: silver and 
gold and utensils. !8And there was no war 
until the thirty-fifth year of the reign of Asa. 


Asa’s Treaty with Syria 
1 In the thirty-sixth year of the reign 
of Asa, “Baasha king of Israel came 

up against Judah and built Ramah, >that 
he might let none go out or come in to Asa 
king of Judah. 2Then Asa brought silver 
and gold from the treasuries of the house of 
the LORD and of the king’s house, and sent 
to Ben-Hadad king of Syria, who dwelt in 
Damascus, saying, “Let there be a treaty 
between you and me, as there was between 
my father and your father. See, I have sent 
you silver and gold; come, break your trea- 
ty with Baasha king of Israel, so that he 
will withdraw from me.” 

4So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa, and 
sent the captains of his armies against the 
cities of Israel. They attacked Ijon, Dan, 
Abel Maim, and all the storage cities of 
Naphtali. 5Now it happened, when Baasha 
heard it, that he stopped building Ramah 
and ceased his work. ®Then King Asa took 
all Judah, and they carried away the stones 
and timber of Ramah, which Baasha had 
used for building; and with them he built 
Geba and Mizpah. 


Hanani’s Message to Asa 

7And at that time “Hanani the seer came 
to Asa king of Judah, and said to him: ¢“Be- 
cause you have relied on the king of Syria, 
and have not relied on the LORD your God, 


* 15:8 Following Masoretic Text and Septuagint; 
Syriac and Vulgate read Azariah the son of Oded 
(compare verse 1). * 15:16 A Canaanite deity 


15:10 third month. This quite likely locates this festi- 
val at the time of the firstfruits, the Feast of Pentecost 
(Lev. 23:15-21; Num. 28:26-31). 

15:16 Maachah. It appears that “mother” is used in 
the sense of ancestress; Maachah was the mother 
of Asa’s father, Abijah (13:2). Still, Asa demoted her 
from her position as queen mother because she set 
up pagan idols—a courageous and delicate task for 
anyone, even a king. 

15:17 Perseverance—Asa started his reign with a 
determination to serve the Lord and to abolish idol 
worship. Oded the prophet spurred him on to finish 
the job, to get rid of idols in his land and the land 
just captured. Paul talks about fighting the good 
fight, finishing the course, keeping the faith (2 Tim. 
4:7). We all need people like Oded in our lives, who 
encourage us to keep on being faithful. In the same 


manner, we need to encourage others to persevere 
to the end. 

16:6 Geba and Mizpah. Geba was just east of Ramah, 
and Mizpah was between Ramah and Bethel. Forti- 
fying these two cities effectively stopped Israel from 
rebuilding Ramah because it was now between two 
of Asa’s fortresses. 

16:7-9 Hanani the seer. Hanani was probably the 
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therefore the army of the king of Syria has 
escaped from your hand. 8 Were ¢the Ethio- 
pians and /the Lubim not a huge army with 
very many chariots and horsemen? Yet, be- 
cause you relied on the LORD, He delivered 
them into your Shand. 9"For the eyes of the 
LORD run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of 
those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this 
iyou have done foolishly; therefore from 
now on ‘you shall have wars.” 10Then Asa 
was angry with the seer, and &put him in 
prison, for he was enraged at him because 
of this. And Asa oppressed some of the 
people at that time. 


Illness and Death of Asa 

Note that the acts of Asa, first and 
last, are indeed written in the book of the 
kings of Judah and Israel. !2And in the 
thirty-ninth year of his reign, Asa became 
diseased in his feet, and his malady was 
severe; yet in his disease he did not seek 
the LORD, but the physicians. 

13nSo Asa rested with his fathers; he died 
in the forty-first year of his reign. 4They 
buried him in his own tomb, which he had 
made for himself in the City of David; and 
they laid him in the bed which was filled 
owith spices and various ingredients pre- 
pared in a mixture of ointments. They 
made Pa very great burning for him. 


Jehoshaphat Reigns in Judah 
1 7 Then «Jehoshaphat his son reigned in 
his place, and strengthened himself 
against Israel. 2And he placed troops in all 
the fortified cities of Judah, and set garri- 
sons in the land of >Judah and in the cities 
of Ephraim cwhich Asa his father had tak- 
en. 3Now the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, 
because he walked in the former ways of 
his father David; he did not seek the Baals, 
4but sought the God* of his father, and 
walked in His commandments and not 
according to ¢the acts of Israel. 5Therefore 
the LorRD established the kingdom in his 
hand; and all Judah egave presents to Je- 
hoshaphat, fand he had riches and honor 
in abundance. 6And his heart took delight 
in the ways of the LORD; moreover he re- 
moved the high places and wooden images 
from Judah. 
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7Also in the third year of his reign he 
sent his leaders, Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zech- 
ariah, Nethanel, and Michaiah, "to teach 
in the cities of Judah. 8And with them he 
sent Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zeba- 
diah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, 
Adonijah, Tobijah, and Tobadonijah—the 
Levites; and with them Elishama and Je- 
horam, the priests. 9‘So they taught in Ju- 
dah, and had the Book of the Law of the 
LORD with them; they went throughout all 
the cities of Judah and taught the people. 

10And ithe fear of the LORD fell on all the 
kingdoms of the lands that were around Ju- 
dah, so that they did not make war against 
Jehoshaphat. Also some of the Philistines 
kbrought Jehoshaphat presents and silver 
as tribute; and the Arabians brought him 
flocks, seven thousand seven hundred 
rams and seven thousand seven hundred 
male goats. 

122So0 Jehoshaphat became increasingly 
powerful, and he built fortresses and stor- 
age cities in Judah. 3He had much prop- 
erty in the cities of Judah; and the men of 
war, mighty men of valor, were in Jerusa- 
lem. 

14These are their numbers, according 
to their fathers’ houses. Of Judah, the cap- 
tains of thousands: Adnah the captain, and 
with him three hundred thousand mighty 
men of valor; and next to him was Jeho- 
hanan the captain, and with him two hun- 
dred and eighty thousand; !6and next to 
him was Amasiah the son of Zichri, ‘who 
willingly offered himself to the LORD, and 
with him two hundred thousand mighty 
men of valor. 17O0f Benjamin: Eliada a 
mighty man of valor, and with him two 
hundred thousand men armed with bow 
and shield; !8and next to him was Jehoz- 
abad, and with him one hundred and eighty 
thousand prepared for war. !9These served 
the king, besides those the king put in the 
fortified cities throughout all Judah. 


Micaiah Warns Ahab 

1 Jehoshaphat “had riches and hon- 
or in abundance; and by marriage 

he allied himself with cAhab. 2¢After 

some years he went down to visit Ahab in 


*17:4 Septuagint reads LORD God. 


father of another prophet, Jehu, who once chal- 
lenged King Jehoshaphat of Judah (19:2; 20:34). 

17:2 cities of Ephraim. Ephraim is a synonym for Israel. 
The cities referred to here are mentioned also in 15:8. 
17:13-18 men of war, mighty men of valor. 
Jehoshaphat’s men were grouped into three divi- 
sions of Judeans with a total number of 780,000 and 
two divisions of Benjamites numbering 380,000. The 
Hebrew word for thousand can mean family, or clan, 
(Judg. 6:15; 1 Sam. 10:19; Mic. 5:2). In that case, the 
780,000 would be 780 companies, and the 380,000 
would be 380 companies, and the total warriors 
would be nearer to 78,000 and 38,000. 


18:2 Ramoth Gilead. This important city was some 
35 miles east of Beth Shan, and was controlled by the 
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Samaria; and Ahab killed sheep and oxen 
in abundance for him and the people who 
were with him, and persuaded him to go 
up with him to Ramoth Gilead. 3So Ahab 
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, “Will you go with me against Ra- 
moth Gilead?” 

And he answered him, “I am as you are, 
and my people as your people; we will be 
with you in the war.” 

4Also Jehoshaphat said to the king of 
Israel, e“Please inquire for the word of the 
LORD today.” 

5Then the king of Israel gathered the 
prophets together, four hundred men, and 
said to them, “Shall we go to war against 
Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” 

So they said, “Go up, for God will deliver 
it into the king’s hand.” 

6But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not still 
a prophet of the LORD here, that we may 
inquire of fHim?”* 

7So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, 
“There is still one man by whom we may in- 
quire of the LORD; but I hate him, because 
he never prophesies good concerning me, 
but always evil. He is Micaiah the son of 
Imla.” 

And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king 
say such things!” 

8Then the king of Israel called one of his 
officers and said, “Bring Micaiah the son 
of Imla quickly!” 

§SThe king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, clothed in their robes, 
sat each on his throne; and they sat at a 
threshing floor at the entrance of the gate 
of Samaria; and all the prophets prophe- 
sied before them. !9Now Zedekiah the son 
of Chenaanah had made £horns of iron for 
himself; and he said, “Thus says the LORD: 
‘With these you shall gore the Syrians until 
they are destroyed.’” 

11And all the prophets prophesied so, 
saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead and 
prosper, for the LORD will deliver it into 
the king’s hand.” 

12Then the messenger who had gone 
to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying, 
“Now listen, the words of the prophets 
with one accord encourage the king. 


Therefore please let your word be like the 
word of one of them, and speak encourage- 
ment.” 

13And Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, 
hwhatever my God says, that I will speak.” 

4Then he came to the king; and the king 
said to him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war 
against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I refrain?” 

And he said, “Go and prosper, and they 
shall be delivered into your hand!” 

15So the king said to him, “How many 
times shall I make you swear that you tell 
me nothing but the truth in the name of the 
LORD?” 

16Then he said, “I saw all Israel ‘scat- 
tered on the mountains, as sheep that have 
no jshepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These 
have no master. Let each return to his 
house in peace.’” 

7And the king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil?” 

18Then Micaiah said, “Therefore hear 
the word of the LORD: I saw the LorpD sit- 
ting on His ’throne, and all the host of 
heaven standing on His right hand and His 
left. !8And the LORD said, ‘Who will per- 
suade Ahab king of Israel to go up, that he 
may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So one spoke 
in this manner, and another spoke in that 
manner. 2°Then a ‘spirit came forward and 
stood before the LORD, and said, ‘I will per- 
suade him.’ The LorD said to him, ‘In what 
way?’ 21So he said, ‘I will go out and be a 
lying spirit in the mouth of all his proph- 
ets.’ And the LoRD said, ‘You shall per- 
suade him and also prevail; go out and do 
so.’ 22Therefore look! "The LORD has put a 
lying spirit in the mouth of these prophets 
of yours, and the LorD has declared disas- 
ter against you.” 

23Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah 
went near and "struck Micaiah on the 
cheek, and said, “Which way did the spir- 
it from the LORD go from me to speak to 
you?” 

24And Micaiah said, “Indeed you shall 
see on that day when you go into an inner 
chamber to hide!” 


* 18:6 Or him 


Arameans. It was also one of the Israelite cities of ref- 
uge (Josh. 20:8; 1 Chr. 6:80). 

18:5 prophets. These prophets were probably 
prophets of Baal or Ashera (1 Kin. 18:19), the Canaan- 
ite gods worshiped by Ahab’s wife Jezebel. 

18:11 prophesied. The true prophet’s words come 
directly from God, and they show God's thoughts, 
and sometimes His plans. These false prophets were 
speaking authoritatively, probably accompanied 
with such ravings and demonstrations as would 
show their power and ability to see the future (1 Kin. 
18:26-29). 

18:15 nothing but the truth. Ahab knew from expe- 
rience that his prophets told him what they thought 
he wanted to hear, not the truth. Because their 


prophecies agreed with Micaiah’s he knew that Mi- 
caiah must have been mocking when he prophesied 
success. 

18:22 lying spirit. The spirits who stood before the 
Lord were both angels and demons, none of whom 
could act without God’s permission. God allowed this 
spirit to work in the mouths of the false prophets to 
accomplish His own purposes of judgment (1 Chr. 
21:1; Job 1). 
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25Then the king of Israel said, “Take Mi- 
caiah, and return him to Amon the gover- 
nor of the city and to Joash the king’s son; 
26and say, ‘Thus says the king: o“Put this 
fellow in prison, and feed him with bread 
of affliction and water of affliction, until I 
return in peace.”’” 

27But Micaiah said, “If you ever return 
in peace, the LORD has not spoken by ?me.” 
And he said, “Take heed, all you people!” 


Ahab Dies in Battle 

28So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat 
the king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gil- 
ead. 29And the king of Israel said to Je- 
hoshaphat, “I will adisguise myself and go 
into battle; but you put on your robes.” So 
the king of Israel disguised himself, and 
they went into battle. 

30Now the king of Syria had command- 
ed the captains of the chariots who were 
with him, saying, “Fight with no one 
small or great, but only with the king of 
Israel.” 

31So it was, when the captains of the 
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, 
“It is the king of Israel!” Therefore they 
surrounded him to attack; but Jehoshaphat 
rcried out, and the LORD helped him, and 
God diverted them from him. 32For so it 
was, when the captains of the chariots saw 
that it was not the king of Israel, that they 
turned back from pursuing him. 33Now a 
certain man drew a bow at random, and 
struck the king of Israel between the joints 
of his armor. So he said to the driver of his 
chariot, “Turn around and take me out of 
the battle, for 1am wounded.” 34The battle 
increased that day, and the king of Israel 
propped himself up in his chariot facing 
the Syrians until evening; and about the 
time of sunset he died. 
1 Then Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 

returned safely to his house in Jeru- 

salem. 2And Jehu the son of Hanani ¢the 
seer went out to meet him, and said to King 
Jehoshaphat, “Should you help the wicked 
and blove those who hate the LORD? There- 
fore the wrath of the LORD is upon you. 
3Nevertheless ¢good things are found in 
you, in that you have removed the wooden 
images from the land, and have ¢prepared 
your heart to seek God.” 
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The Reforms of Jehoshaphat 

4So Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem; and 
he went out again among the people from 
Beersheba to the mountains of Ephraim, 
and brought them back to the LORD God of 
their ffathers. 5Then he set sjudges in the 
land throughout all the fortified cities of 
Judah, city by city, Sand said to the judges, 
“Take heed to what you are doing, for "you 
do not judge for man but for the LORD, ‘who 
is with you in the judgment. 7Now there- 
fore, let the fear of the LORD be upon you; 
take care and do it, for ithere is no iniquity 
with the LorD our God, no £partiality, nor 
taking of bribes.” 

8Moreover in Jerusalem, for the judg- 
ment of the LORD and for controversies, 
Jehoshaphat ‘appointed some of the Le- 
vites and priests, and some of the chief 
fathers of Israel, when they returned to 
Jerusalem.* 9And he commanded them, 
saying, “Thus you shall act ™in the fear of 
the LORD, faithfully and with a loyal heart: 
10nWhatever case comes to you from your 
brethren who dwell in their cities, wheth- 
er of bloodshed or offenses against law 
or commandment, against statutes or or- 
dinances, you shall warn them, lest they 
trespass against the LORD and °wrath 
come upon Pyou and your brethren. Do 
this, and you will not be guilty. 1And take 
notice: Amariah the chief priest is over 
you ‘in all matters of the LORD; and Zeb- 
adiah the son of Ishmael, the ruler of the 
house of Judah, for all the king’s matters; 
also the Levites will be officials before you. 
Behave courageously, and the LoRD will 
be swith the good.” 


Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir 


Defeated 
2 It happened after this that the peo- 
ple of «Moab with the people of 
bAmmon, and others with them besides 
the -Ammonites,* came to battle against 
Jehoshaphat. 2Then some came and told 
Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude 
is coming against you from beyond the 


*19:8 Septuagint and Vulgate read for the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem. *20:1 Following Masoretic 
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint reads Meunites 
(compare 26:7). 


18:33 at random. From the human perspective, this 
was a chance shot. From God's perspective, chance 
had no part in it. Ahab’s disguise could not foil God's 
plan. 

19:3 Repentance—Repentance is never by word 
only. It is always followed by actions which show that 
the attitude of repentance is really present. Part of 
repentance is acknowledging that God is right and 
that He knows how we should live. It was the change 
in Jehoshaphat’s actions that proved his change of 
heart. 

19:4 mountains of Ephraim. The mountains of 
Ephraim became the northern border of Judah after 


the division into two kingdoms. This is another way 
of saying that the whole country was brought back 
to the Lord. 
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sea, from Syria;* and they are ¢in Haza- 
zon Tamar” (which is °En Gedi). 3And Je- 
hoshaphat feared, and set himself to ‘seek 
the LORD, and “proclaimed a fast through- 
out all Judah. 4So Judah gathered together 
to ask “help from the LORD; and from all 
the cities of Judah they came to seek the 
LORD. 

5Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assem- 
bly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of 
the LORD, before the new court, Sand said: 
“O LORD God of our fathers, are You not 
iGod in heaven, and ido You not rule over all 
the kingdoms of the nations, and *in Your 
hand is there not power and might, so that 
no one is able to withstand You? 7Are You 
not ‘Jour God, who drove out the inhabi- 
tants of this land before Your people Israel, 
and gave it to the descendants of Abraham 
Your friend forever? 8And they dwell in 
it, and have built You a sanctuary in it for 
Your name, saying, 9°‘If disaster comes 
upon us—sword, judgment, pestilence, or 
famine—we will stand before this temple 
and in Your presence (for Your Pname is in 
this temple), and cry out to You in our af- 
fliction, and You will hear and save.’ And 
now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, 
and Mount Seir—whom You ¢would not let 
Israel invade when they came out of the 
land of Egypt, but "they turned from them 
and did not destroy them— "there they are, 
rewarding us sby coming to throw us out of 
Your possession which You have given us 
to inherit. 120 our God, will You not ‘judge 
them? For we have no power against this 
great multitude that is coming against us; 
nor do we know what to do, but “our eyes 
are upon You.” 

13Now all Judah, with their little ones, 
their wives, and their children, stood be- 
fore the LORD. 

4Then “the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son 
of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mat- 
taniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the 
midst of the assembly. And he said, “Lis- 
ten, all you of Judah and you inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! 
Thus says the LORD to you: w‘Do not be 
afraid nor dismayed because of this great 
multitude, for the battle is not yours, but 


God’s. !6Tomorrow go down against them. 
They will surely come up by the Ascent of 
Ziz, and you will find them at the end of 
the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 
17yYou will not need to fight in this battle. 
Position yourselves, stand still and see the 
salvation of the LORD, who is with you, O 
Judah and Jerusalem!’ Do not fear or be 
dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, 
zfor the LORD is with you.” 

18And Jehoshaphat “bowed his head 
with his face to the ground, and all Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem bowed 
before the LORD, worshiping the LORD. 
19Then the Levites of the children of the 
Kohathites and of the children of the Kora- 
hites stood up to praise the LORD God of 
Israel with voices loud and high. 

20So they rose early in the morning and 
went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and 
as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and 
said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD 
your God, and you shall be established; 
believe His prophets, and you shall pros- 
per.” 21And when he had consulted with the 
people, he appointed those who should sing 
to the LoRD, cand who should praise the 
beauty of holiness, as they went out before 
the army and were saying: 


a“Praise the LORD, 
eFor His mercy endures forever.”* 


22Now when they began to sing and to 
praise, ‘the LORD set ambushes against the 
people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, 
who had come against Judah; and they 
were defeated. 23For the people of Ammon 
and Moab stood up against the inhabitants 
of Mount Seir to utterly kill and destroy 
them. And when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to de- 
stroy one another. 

24So when Judah came to a place over- 
looking the wilderness, they looked toward 
the multitude; and there were their dead 
bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had es- 
caped. 

25When Jehoshaphat and his people 


* 20:2 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Old Latin 
read Edom. *20:21 Compare Psalm 106:1 


20:14 Jahaziel. As a member of the Asaph division 
of the Levites (1 Chr. 6:39; 15:17-19; 16:7) Jahaziel was 
probably a musician. The spiritual work of the musi- 
cians was closely linked with prophecy (1 Chr. 25:1). 
20:19 Kohathites . . . Korahites. The Kohathites 
were members of the Levitical division of Heman the 
singer (1 Chr. 6:33). The Korahites were a subdivision 
of the Kohathites (1 Chr. 6:37,39) who were employed 
as gatekeepers to the temple. 

20:21 Thankfulness—More necessary than guns 
for soldiers, more important than strategy, is the giv- 
ing of thanks to God. Judah faced a literal, physical 
battle involving great odds. They sent their singers 
out first, singing praises to God and thanking Him 


for His everlasting lovingkindness. Is this the way we 
face battles in our lives? Do we first thank God for 
who He is, what He has done, and for His faithfulness 
tous? 
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came to take away their spoil, they found 
among them an abundance of valuables 
on the dead bodies,* and precious jewel- 
ry, which they stripped off for themselves, 
more than they could carry away; and 
they were three days gathering the spoil 
because there was so much. 26And on the 
fourth day they assembled in the Valley 
of Berachah, for there they blessed the 
LORD; therefore the name of that place 
was called The Valley of Berachah* until 
this day. 27Then they returned, every man 
of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat 
in front of them, to go back to Jerusalem 
with joy, for the LORD had "made them re- 
joice over their enemies. 28So they came 
to Jerusalem, with stringed instruments 
and harps and trumpets, to the house of 
the LorD. 29And ‘the fear of God was on all 
the kingdoms of those countries when they 
heard that the LORD had fought against the 
enemies of Israel. 39Then the realm of Je- 
hoshaphat was quiet, for his iGod gave him 
rest all around. 


The End of Jehoshaphat's Reign 

31kSo Jehoshaphat was king over Ju- 
dah. He was thirty-five years old when he 
became king, and he reigned twenty-five 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 32And 
he walked in the way of his father Asa, and 
did not turn aside from it, doing what was 
right in the sight of the LORD. 33Neverthe- 
less ™the high places were not taken away, 
for as yet the people had not "directed their 
hearts to the God of their fathers. 

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, 
first and last, indeed they are written in the 
book of Jehu the son of Hanani, °which is 
mentioned in the book of the kings of Is- 
rael. 

35After this PJehoshaphat king of Judah 
allied himself with Ahaziah king of Is- 
rael, who acted very "wickedly. 36And he 
allied himself with him sto make ships to 
go to Tarshish, and they made the ships in 
Ezion Geber. 37But Eliezer the son of Do- 
davah of Mareshah prophesied against 
Jehoshaphat, saying, “Because you have 
allied yourself with Ahaziah, the LORD 
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has destroyed your works.” ‘Then the ships 
were wrecked, so that they were not able to 
go “to Tarshish. 


Jehoram Reigns in Judah 
21 And @Jehoshaphat rested with his 
fathers, and was buried with his fa- 

thers in the City of David. Then Jehoram 
his son reigned in his place. 2He had broth- 
ers, the sons of Jehoshaphat: Azariah, 
Jehiel, Zechariah, Azaryahu, Michael, 
and Shephatiah; all these were the sons of 
Jehoshaphat king of Israel. 3Their father 
gave them great gifts of silver and gold and 
precious things, with fortified cities in Ju- 
dah; but he gave the kingdom to Jehoram, 
because he was the firstborn. 

4Now when Jehoram was established 
over the kingdom of his father, he strength- 
ened himself and killed all his brothers 
with the sword, and also others of the 
princes of Israel. 

5bJehoram was thirty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned eight 
years in Jerusalem. 6And he walked in the 
way of the kings of Israel, just as the house 
of Ahab had done, for he had the daughter 
of cAhab as a wife; and he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD. 7Yet the LORD would not 
destroy the house of David, because of the 
dcovenant that He had made with David, 
and since He had promised to give a lamp 
to him and to his @sons forever. 

8iIn his days Edom revolted against 
Judah’s authority, and made a king over 
themselves. 9So Jehoram went out with his 
officers, and all his chariots with him. And 
he rose by night and attacked the Edomites 
who had surrounded him and the captains 
of the chariots. “Thus Edom has been in 
revolt against Judah’s authority to this 
day. At that time Libnah revolted against 
his rule, because he had forsaken the LORD 
God of his fathers. UMoreover he made 
high places in the mountains of Judah, 
and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
to commit harlotry, and led Judah astray. 


* 20:25 A few Hebrew manuscripts, Old Latin, and 
Vulgate read garments; Septuagint reads armor. 
* 20:26 Literally Blessing 


20:26 Valley of Berachah. The Judeans renamed 
Ziz “the Valley of Berachah,” meaning “blessing,” to 
remind themselves of God’s goodness. 

20:34 Jehu. The son of the prophet Hanani, Jehu was 
a prophet himself (19:2). He is mentioned in 1 Kings in 
connection with the kings of Israel, and was therefore 
a good source of information about both the north- 
ern and southern kingdoms. 

20:35 Ahaziah. Ahaziah was the son of Ahab. He 
succeeded his father and reigned for two years (1 Kin. 
22:51). Ahaziah was injured in a fall and turned to the 
Philistine gods rather than to the Lord for healing 
(2 Kin. 1:2). 

21:11 commit harlotry. |srael’s relationship with God 
was like a marriage relationship. Worship of other 


gods was a violation in the same way that prostitu- 
tion violates a marriage. It not only says that the true 
husband is not worthy of respect, it is a rejection of 
the whole idea of the faithfulness and care of the true 
husband. 
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122And a letter came to him from Elijah 
the prophet, saying, 


Thus says the LORD God of your father 
David: 

Because you have not walked in the 
ways of Jehoshaphat your father, or in 
the ways of Asa king of Judah, but 
have walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, and have "made Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to iplay the 
harlot like the ‘harlotry of the house 
of Ahab, and also have &killed your 
brothers, those of your father’s house- 
hold, who were better than yourself, 
M4pbehold, the LORD will strike your 
people with a serious affliction—your 
children, your wives, and all your pos- 
sessions; Sand you will become very 
sick with a 'disease of your intestines, 
until your intestines come out by rea- 
son of the sickness, day by day. 


16Moreover the “LORD "stirred up 
against Jehoram the spirit of the Philis- 
tines and the °Arabians who were near the 
Ethiopians. !7And they came up into Judah 
and invaded it, and carried away all the 
possessions that were found in the king’s 
house, and also Phis sons and his wives, so 
that there was not a son left to him except 
Jehoahaz,* the youngest of his sons. 

18After all this the LORD struck him 4in 
his intestines with an incurable disease. 
19Then it happened in the course of time, 
after the end of two years, that his intes- 
tines came out because of his sickness; 
so he died in severe pain. And his people 
made no burning for him, like "the burning 
for his fathers. 

20He was thirty-two years old when he 
became king. He reigned in Jerusalem 
eight years and, to no one’s sorrow, de- 
parted. However they buried him in the 
City of David, but not in the tombs of the 
kings. 


Ahaziah Reigns in Judah 
y) Then the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
made ¢Ahaziah his youngest son 


king in his place, for the raiders who 
came with the Arabians into the camp 
had killed all the colder sons. So Ahazi- 
ah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, 
reigned. 2Ahaziah was forty-two* years 
old when he became king, and he reigned 
one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was ¢Athaliah the granddaughter 
of Omri. 3He also walked in the ways of 
the house of Ahab, for his mother advised 
him to do wickedly. 4Therefore he did evil 
in the sight of the LORD, like the house of 
Ahab; for they were his counselors after 
the death of his father, to his destruction. 
5He also followed their advice, and went 
with Jehoram* the son of Ahab king of Is- 
rael to war against Hazael king of Syria at 
Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded 
Joram. 6eThen he returned to Jezreel to 
recover from the wounds which he had re- 
ceived at Ramah, when he fought against 
Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah* the 
son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down 
to see Jehoram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, 
because he was sick. 

THis going to Joram fwas God’s occa- 
sion for Ahaziah’s downfall; for when he 
arrived, She went out with Jehoram against 
Jehu the son of Nimshi, "whom the LORD 
had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab. 
8And it happened, when Jehu was ‘execut- 
ing judgment on the house of Ahab, and 
ifound the princes of Judah and the sons of 
Ahaziah’s brothers who served Ahaziah, 
that he killed them. 9*Then he searched for 
Ahaziah; and they caught him (he was hid- 
ing in Samaria), and brought him to Jehu. 
When they had killed him, they buried 
him, “because,” they said, “he is the son of 
'Jehoshaphat, who “sought the LORD with 
all his heart.” 

So the house of Ahaziah had no one to 
assume power over the kingdom. 


* 21:17 Elsewhere called Ahaziah (compare 

2 Chronicles 22:1) * 22:2 Or twenty-two (compare 
2 Kings 8:26) *22:5 Also spelled Joram (compare 
verses 5 and 7; 2 Kings 8:28; and elsewhere) 

* 22:6 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syr- 
iac, Vulgate, and 2 Kings 8:29 read Ahaziah. 


21:12 Elijah the prophet. Though 1 and 2 Kings pay 
considerable attention to Elijah (1 Kin. 17:1—2 Kin. 
2:18), the books of Chronicles mention him only here. 
He had been taken up into heaven after King Ahazi- 
ah’s death (2 Kin. 1:17; 2:1). 

21:20 tombs of the kings. These tombs were a royal 
cemetery in Jerusalem where most of the kings of 
David's dynasty were buried. (Asa was an exception, 
16:14.) 

22:1 Ahaziah. Ahaziah of Judah was the namesake of 
his uncle from Israel. His father Jehoram had married 
asister of Ahab’s son Ahaziah (1 Kin. 22:40; 2 Kin. 8:18). 
22:5 Jehoram the son of Ahab. Jehoram succeeded 
his brother Ahaziah because Ahaziah had no son of 
his own (2 Kin. 1:17). He is also called Joram, a short 
form of Jehoram, to distinguish him from his brother- 
in-law Jehoram who was king of Judah. Hazael. 
Hazael was the king of Damascus who came to power 


after assassinating Ben-Hadad (2 Kin. 8:7-15). Elijah 
had prophesied that this would come about and 
had even commissioned Elisha to anoint Hazael to 
his new position (1 Kin. 19:15). Elisha wept after he 
had anointed Hazael, for he knew that Hazael would 
cruelly kill many Israelites. Ramoth-Gilead. Ahab 
and Jehoshaphat had tried to recover this city from 
Aramean domination 12 years earlier (18:3). 
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Athaliah Reigns in Judah 

10nNow when Athaliah the mother of 
Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal heirs of 
the house of Judah. But Jehoshabeath,* 
the daughter of the king, took °Joash the 
son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from 
among the king’s sons who were being 
murdered, and put him and his nurse in a 
bedroom. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter 
of King Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the 
priest (for she was the sister of Ahaziah), 
hid him from Athaliah so that she did not 
kill him. 12And he was hidden with them in 
the house of God for six years, while Atha- 
liah reigned over the land. 


Joash Crowned King of Judah 
2 In ¢the seventh year »Jehoiada 
strengthened himself, and made a 

covenant with the captains of hundreds: 
Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the 
son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of 
cObed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and 
Elishaphat the son of Zichri. 2And they 
went throughout Judah and gathered the 
Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the 
dchief fathers of Israel, and they came to 
Jerusalem. 

3Then all the assembly made a covenant 
with the king in the house of God. And he 
said to them, “Behold, the king’s son shall 
reign, as the LORD has @said of the sons of 
David. 4This is what you shall do: One- 
third of you fentering on the Sabbath, of 
the priests and the Levites, shall be keep- 
ing watch over the doors; 5one-third shall 
be at the king’s house; and one-third at the 
Gate of the Foundation. All the people shall 
be in the courts of the house of the LORD. 
6But let no one come into the house of the 
LORD except the priests and £those of the 
Levites who serve. They may go in, for they 
are holy; but all the people shall keep the 
watch of the LORD. 7And the Levites shall 
surround the king on all sides, every man 
with his weapons in his hand; and whoev- 
er comes into the house, let him be put to 
death. You are to be with the king when he 
comes in and when he goes out.” 

8So the Levites and all Judah did ac- 
cording to all that Jehoiada the priest 
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commanded. And each man took his men 
who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, 
with those who were going off duty on the 
Sabbath; for Jehoiada the priest had not 
dismissed "the divisions. 9And Jehoiada 
the priest gave to the captains of hundreds 
the spears and the large and small ishields 
which had belonged to King David, that 
were in the temple of God. !°Then he set 
all the people, every man with his weap- 
on in his hand, from the right side of the 
temple to the left side of the temple, along 
by the altar and by the temple, all around 
the king. !!And they brought out the king’s 
son, put the crown on him, igave him the 
Testimony,* and made him king. Then 
Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and 
said, “Long live the king!” 


Death of Athaliah 

l22Now when ’Athaliah heard the noise 
of the people running and praising the 
king, she came to the people in the temple 
of the LORD. 13 When she looked, there was 
the king standing by his pillar at the en- 
trance; and the leaders and the trumpeters 
were by the king. All the people of the land 
were rejoicing and blowing trumpets, also 
the singers with musical instruments, and 
'those who led in praise. So Athaliah tore 
her clothes and said, ™“Treason! Treason!” 

4And Jehoiada the priest brought out 
the captains of hundreds who were set 
over the army, and said to them, “Take 
her outside under guard, and slay with the 
sword whoever follows her.” For the priest 
had said, “Do not kill her in the house of 
the LORD.” 

15So they seized her; and she went by 
way of the entrance "of the Horse Gate into 
the king’s house, and they killed her there. 

16Then Jehoiada made a °covenant be- 
tween himself, the people, and the king, that 
they should be the LORD’s people. !7And all 
the people went to the temple* of Baal, and 
tore it down. They broke in pieces its altars 
and images, and ?killed Mattan the priest 
of Baal before the altars. 18Also Jehoiada 


* 22:11 Spelled Jehosheba in 2 Kings 11:2 
* 23:11 That is, the Law (compare Exodus 25:16, 21; 
31:18) *23:17 Literally house 


22:10 the royal heirs. Most of the royal heirs that 
Athaliah murdered were her own grandchildren. She 
wanted to stamp out the Davidic dynasty and bring 
Judah back under Israelite control. Satan had been 
diligent in his attempts to thwart the plans of God, 
and because the Davidic line was directly linked to 
the Messiah, this would have been a strategic move. 
It is not unlike the murder of the baby boys by Herod 
at the time of Jesus’ birth (Matt. 2:10-18). 

23:3 Unity—Unity is only unity when we are “the 
same” on issues of the truth. The removal of Athaliah 
could not have occurred without the cooperation 
and teamwork of everyone. Knowing that they were 
doing God's will gave them great courage. 


23:11 the Testimony. The Testimony was a copy of 
the law of Moses, part of which outlined the king's 
covenant privileges and duties (Deut. 17:18-20; 
1 Chr. 29:19). anointed him. Anointing was a sign and 
seal of the king's appointment by God (1 Sam. 16:3; 
1 Kin. 1:39). 
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appointed the oversight of the house of the 
LorRD to the hand of the priests, the Levites, 
whom David had assigned in the house of 
the LorD, to offer the burnt offerings of the 
LORD, as it is written in the "Law of Mo- 
ses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it 
was established by David. !8And he set the 
sgatekeepers at the gates of the house of the 
LORD, so that no one who was in any way 
unclean should enter. 

20tThen he took the captains of hun- 
dreds, the nobles, the governors of the 
people, and all the people of the land, and 
brought the king down from the house of 
the LORD; and they went through the Up- 
per Gate to the king’s house, and set the 
king on the throne of the kingdom. 2!So all 
the people of the land rejoiced; and the city 
was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with 
the sword. 


Joash Repairs the Temple 
2 4 Joash ¢was seven years old when he 
became king, and he reigned forty 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2Joash »did what 
was right in the sight of the LORD all the 
days of Jehoiada the priest. 3And Jehoiada 
took two wives for him, and he had sons 
and daughters. 

4Now it happened after this that Joash 
set his heart on repairing the house of the 
LORD. 5Then he gathered the priests and 
the Levites, and said to them, “Go out to 
the cities of Judah, and ‘gather from all Is- 
rael money to repair the house of your God 
from year to year, and see that you do it 
quickly.” 

However the Levites did not do it quick- 
ly. 6€So the king called Jehoiada the chief 
priest, and said to him, “Why have you not 
required the Levites to bring in from Judah 
and from Jerusalem the collection, accord- 
ing to the commandment of ¢Moses the 
servant of the LORD and of the assembly of 
Israel, for the ‘tabernacle of witness?” 7For 
sthe sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, 
had broken into the house of God, and had 
also presented all the "dedicated things of 
the house of the LORD to the Baals. 

8Then at the king’s command ‘they made 
a chest, and set it outside at the gate of the 


house of the LorD. 9And they made a proc- 
lamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
to bring to the LORD ithe collection that 
Moses the servant of God had imposed 
on Israel in the wilderness. !9Then all the 
leaders and all the people rejoiced, brought 
their contributions, and put them into the 
chest until all had given. !!So it was, at that 
time, when the chest was brought to the 
king’s official by the hand of the Levites, 
and ?when they saw that there was much 
money, that the king’s scribe and the high 
priest’s officer came and emptied the chest, 
and took it and returned it to its place. Thus 
they did day by day, and gathered money 
in abundance. 

12The king and Jehoiada gave it to those 
who did the work of the service of the house 
of the LORD; and they hired masons and 
carpenters to ‘repair the house of the LORD, 
and also those who worked in iron and 
bronze to restore the house of the LORD. 
13So the workmen labored, and the work 
was completed by them; they restored the 
house of God to its original condition and 
reinforced it. When they had finished, 
they brought the rest of the money before 
the king and Jehoiada; "they made from 
it articles for the house of the LORD, arti- 
cles for serving and offering, spoons and 
vessels of gold and silver. And they offered 
burnt offerings in the house of the LORD 
continually all the days of Jehoiada. 


Apostasy of Joash 

But Jehoiada grew old and was full of 
days, and he died; he was one hundred and 
thirty years old when he died. 16And they 
buried him in the City of David among the 
kings, because he had done good in Israel, 
both toward God and His house. 

17Now after the death of Jehoiada the 
leaders of Judah came and bowed down 
to the king. And the king listened to them. 
18Therefore they left the house of the LORD 
God of their fathers, and served "wooden 
images and idols; and °wrath came upon 
Judah and Jerusalem because of their tres- 
pass. 19Yet He ?sent prophets to them, to 
bring them back to the LORD; and they testi- 
fied against them, but they would not listen. 

20Then the Spirit of God came upon 


24:7. dedicated things. The dedicated things 
included gold, silver, and other valuables collected as 
tribute from defeated enemies and presented to God 
as spoils of war, acknowledging that the victory was 
His and for His purposes (2 Sam. 8:10-11). 

24:14 all the days of Jehoiada. As long as Jehoiada 
remained alive, Judah enjoyed a revival of the true 
worship of God. 

24:20-21 Zechariah the son of Jehoiada. This 
priest is not the prophet of the same name who 
wrote the Book of Zechariah, nor is he the Zechariah 
mentioned by Jesus (Matt. 23:35). Zechariah, whose 
father rescued the young Joash, may even have been 
raised like a brother to King Joash. The “Zechariah son 


of Berechiah,” that Jesus refers to was probably the 
prophet who wrote the Book of Zechariah (Zech. 1:7), 
although the reference to his death is found only in 
the Gospels. 
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Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, 
who stood above the people, and said to 
them, “Thus says God: "Why do you trans- 
gress the commandments of the LORD, so 
that you cannot prosper? ‘Because you 
have forsaken the LORD, He also has for- 
saken you.’” 21So they conspired against 
him, and at the command of the king they 
tstoned him with stones in the court of the 
house of the LORD. 22?Thus Joash the king 
did not remember the kindness which 
Jehoiada his father had done to him, but 
killed his son; and as he died, he said, “The 
LORD look on it, and “repay!” 


Death of Joash 

23So it happened in the spring of the year 
that vthe army of Syria came up against 
him; and they came to Judah and Jerusa- 
lem, and destroyed all the leaders of the 
people from among the people, and sent 
all their spoil to the king of Damascus. 
24For the army of the Syrians wcame with 
asmall company of men; but the LORD *de- 
livered a very great army into their hand, 
because they had forsaken the LORD God 
of their fathers. So they vexecuted judg- 
ment against Joash. 25And when they had 
withdrawn from him (for they left him se- 
verely wounded), zhis own servants con- 
spired against him because of the blood of 
the sons* of Jehoiada the priest, and killed 
him on his bed. So he died. And they buried 
him in the City of David, but they did not 
bury him in the tombs of the kings. 

26These are the ones who conspired 
against him: Zabad* the son of Shimeath 
the Ammonitess, and Jehozabad the son of 
Shimrith* the Moabitess. 27Now concern- 
ing his sons, and “the many oracles about 
him, and the repairing of the house of God, 
indeed they are written in the annals of the 
book of the kings. »>Then Amaziah his son 
reigned in his place. 


Amaziah Reigns in Judah 

2 Amaziah “was twenty-five years 
old when he became king, and he 

reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. 

His mother’s name was Jehoaddan of 
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Jerusalem. 2And he did what was right in 
the sight of the LORD, »but not with a loyal 
heart. 

3cNow it happened, as soon as the king- 
dom was established for him, that he exe- 
cuted his servants who had murdered his 
father the king. 4However he did not exe- 
cute their children, but did as it is written 
in the Law in the Book of Moses, where the 
LORD commanded, saying, ¢“The fathers 
shall not be put to death for their children, 
nor shall the children be put to death for 
their fathers; but a person shall die for his 
own sin.”* 


The War Against Edom 

5Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah to- 
gether and set over them captains of thou- 
sands and captains of hundreds, according 
to their fathers’ houses, throughout all Ju- 
dah and Benjamin; and he numbered them 
efrom twenty years old and above, and 
found them to be three hundred thousand 
choice men, able to go to war, who could 
handle spear and shield. He also hired 
one hundred thousand mighty men of val- 
or from Israel for one hundred talents of 
silver. 7But a/man of God came to him, say- 
ing, “O king, do not let the army of Israel go 
with you, for the LORD is not with Israel— 
not with any of the children of Ephraim. 
8But if you go, be gone! Be strong in battle! 
Even so, God shall make you fall before the 
enemy; for God has power to help and to 
overthrow.” 

§SThen Amaziah said to the man of God, 
“But what shall we do about the hundred 
talents which I have given to the troops of 
Israel?” 

And the man of God answered, "“The 
LORD is able to give you much more than 
this.” 10So Amaziah discharged the troops 
that had come to him from Ephraim, to 
go back home. Therefore their anger was 
greatly aroused against Judah, and they 
returned home in great anger. 


*24:25 Septuagint and Vulgate read son (compare 
verses 20-22). *24:26 Or Jozachar (compare 

2 Kings 12:21) ¢ Or Shomer (compare 2 Kings 
12:21) *25:4 Deuteronomy 24:16 


24:22 Martyrs—Zechariah is one of the pre- 
Christian martyrs who gave his life for his faith in God. 
Some of these faithful ones are listed in Hebrews 11; 
some are known only to God. Jesus predicted that 
those killed for their faith would actually increase in 
the last days (Matt. 10:21; 24:9) and during the com- 
ing great tribulation, the ranks of the martyrs will 
swell to unprecedented size (Rev. 7:14). The “offense” 
of martyrs is their relationship with God; their com- 
fort is that God knows, and He keeps them faithful to 
the end (2 Tim. 4:8). 

24:24 executed judgment. God arranged for Israel's 
defeat and Joash’s death in fulfillment of Zechariah’s 
dying cry for justice (v. 22). Judgment for evil does not 
always come so quickly, but it is just as inevitable, no 
matter how long it is delayed. 


25:7 do not let the army of Israel go with you. As 
long as Israel was in rebellion against God, He would 
not bless any alliance with them. Ephraim. Ephraim 
was the dominant tribe in Israel, so the whole king- 
dom was sometimes referred to as Ephraim (Hos. 
4:15-19). 
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UThen Amaziah strengthened himself, 
and leading his people, he went to ‘the Val- 
ley of Salt and killed ten thousand of the 
people of Seir. !2Also the children of Judah 
took captive ten thousand alive, brought 
them to the top of the rock, and cast them 
down from the top of the rock, so that they 
all were dashed in pieces. 

13But as for the soldiers of the army 
which Amaziah had discharged, so that 
they would not go with him to battle, they 
raided the cities of Judah from Samaria to 
Beth Horon, killed three thousand in them, 
and took much spoil. 

14Now it was so, after Amaziah came 
from the slaughter of the Edomites, that 
ihe brought the gods of the people of Seir, 
set them up to be khis gods, and bowed 
down before them and burned incense to 
them. Therefore the anger of the LORD 
was aroused against Amaziah, and He sent 
him a prophet who said to him, “Why have 
you sought 'the gods of the people, which 
mcould not rescue their own people from 
your hand?” 

16So it was, as he talked with him, that 
the king said to him, “Have we made you 
the king’s counselor? Cease! Why should 
you be killed?” 

Then the prophet ceased, and said, “I 
know that God has "determined to destroy 
you, because you have done this and have 
not heeded my advice.” 


Israel Defeats Judah 

Now °Amaziah king of Judah asked 
advice and sent to Joash* the son of Jehoa- 
haz, the son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, 
“Come, let us face one another in battle.” 

18And Joash king of Israel sent to Ama- 
ziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle 
that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that 
was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daugh- 
ter to my son as wife’; and a wild beast that 
was in Lebanon passed by and trampled 
the thistle. !9Indeed you say that you have 
defeated the Edomites, and your heart is 
lifted up to boast. Stay at home now; why 
should you meddle with trouble, that you 
should fall—you and Judah with you?” 


20But Amaziah would not heed, for ‘it 
came from God, that He might give them 
into the hand of their enemies, because 
they ‘sought the gods of Edom. 2!So Joash 
king of Israel went out; and he and Ama- 
ziah king of Judah faced one another at 
sBeth Shemesh, which belongs to Judah. 
22And Judah was defeated by Israel, and 
every man fled to his tent. 23Then Joash 
the king of Israel captured Amaziah king 
of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of ‘Je- 
hoahaz, at Beth Shemesh; and he brought 
him to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall 
of Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to 
the Corner Gate—four hundred cubits. 
24And he took all the gold and silver, all 
the articles that were found in the house of 
God with Obed-Edom, the treasures of the 
king’s house, and hostages, and returned 
to Samaria. 


Death of Amaziah 

25vA maziah the son of Joash, king of Ju- 
dah, lived fifteen years after the death of 
Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 
26Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, from 
first to last, indeed are they not written in 
the book of the kings of Judah and Israel? 
27A fter the time that Amaziah turned away 
from following the LORD, they made a con- 
spiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he 
fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to 
Lachish and killed him there. 28Then they 
brought him on horses and buried him 
with his fathers in the City of Judah. 


Uzziah Reigns in Judah 
2 Now all the people of Judah took Uz- 
ziah,* who was sixteen years old, and 
made him king instead of his father Ama- 
ziah. 2He built Elath* and restored it to Ju- 
dah, after the king rested with his fathers. 
3Uzziah was sixteen years old when 
he became king, and he reigned fifty-two 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 4And he did what 


* 25:17 Spelled Jehoash in 2 Kings 14:8ff 
* 26:1 Called Azariah in 2 Kings 14:21ff 
* 26:2 Hebrew Eloth 


25:11 Valley of Salt. This valley was probably in the 
desert south of the Dead Sea. people of Seir. These 
people were Edomites, descendants of Esau. 

25:18 thistle... cedar. The thistle represents Ama- 
ziah, and the cedar, Joash. It was arrogant for the 
weak, insignificant Amaziah to suppose that he could 
defeat Joash. wild beast. The wild beast that tram- 
ples the thistle represents the war that Amaziah was 
So eager to pursue. 

25:19 Vanity—Those who reject God’s counsel in 
favor of their own way are taking counsel against 
Him; their devisings are in vain and will come to noth- 
ing (Ps. 2:12). Refusing God's counsel, though seeking 
counsel from others, Amaziah decided to challenge 
the king of Israel to war (v. 17). It is hard to imagine 
how he thought he could succeed under such circum- 
stances. One of the delusions that goes with rejection 


of God is a false confidence in ones’ own powers of 
understanding. 

25:27 Lachish. The fact that Amaziah reached the 
city of Lachish on the border with Philistia, some 25 
miles from Jerusalem, suggests that he may have 
been seeking sanctuary among the Philistines. 

26:2 Elath. On the eastern arm of the Red Sea, Elath 
was technically in Edomite territory (8:17), but it was 
regularly under Israel or Judah throughout Old Testa- 
ment times (21:8-10). 
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was “right in the sight of the LORD, accord- 
ing to all that his father Amaziah had done. 
5bHe sought God in the days of Zechariah, 
who chad understanding in the visions* of 
God; and as long as he sought the LorD, 
God made him 4prosper. 

6Now he went out and emade war 
against the Philistines, and broke down the 
wall of Gath, the wall of Jabneh, and the 
wall of Ashdod; and he built cities around 
Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7God 
helped him against ‘the Philistines, against 
the Arabians who lived in Gur Baal, and 
against the Meunites. 8Also the Ammon- 
ites brought tribute to Uzziah. His fame 
spread as far as the entrance of Egypt, for 
he became exceedingly strong. 

§And Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem 
at the "Corner Gate, at the Valley Gate, 
and at the corner buttress of the wall; then 
he fortified them. !°Also he built towers in 
the desert. He dug many wells, for he had 
much livestock, both in the lowlands and 
in the plains; he also had farmers and vine- 
dressers in the mountains and in Carmel, 
for he loved the soil. 

UMoreover Uzziah had an army of fight- 
ing men who went out to war by companies, 
according to the number on their roll as 
prepared by Jeiel the scribe and Maaseiah 
the officer, under the hand of Hananiah, 
one of the king’s captains. 12The total num- 
ber of chief officers* of the mighty men of 
valor was two thousand six hundred. 8 And 
under their authority was an army of three 
hundred and seven thousand five hundred, 
that made war with mighty power, to help 
the king against the enemy. 4Then Uzzi- 
ah prepared for them, for the entire army, 
shields, spears, helmets, body armor, bows, 
and slings to cast stones. And he made 
devices in Jerusalem, invented by ‘skillful 
men, to be on the towers and the corners, to 
shoot arrows and large stones. So his fame 
spread far and wide, for he was marvelous- 
ly helped till he became strong. 


The Penalty for Uzziah’s Pride 

16But jwhen he was strong his heart 
was lifted up, to his destruction, for he 
transgressed against the LORD his God 
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'by entering the temple of the LORD to 
burn incense on the altar of incense. !7So 
mAzariah the priest went in after him, and 
with him were eighty priests of the LORD— 
valiant men. 18And they withstood King 
Uzziah, and said to him, “It "is not for you, 
Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but 
for the °priests, the sons of Aaron, who are 
consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the 
sanctuary, for you have trespassed! You 
shall have no honor from the LORD God.” 

19Then Uzziah became furious; and he 
had a censer in his hand to burn incense. 
And while he was angry with the priests, 
vleprosy broke out on his forehead, before 
the priests in the house of the LORD, beside 
the incense altar. 29And Azariah the chief 
priest and all the priests looked at him, and 
there, on his forehead, he was leprous; so 
they thrust him out of that place. Indeed he 
also “hurried to get out, because the LORD 
had struck him. 

21rKing Uzziah was a leper until the day 
of his death. He dwelt in an sisolated house, 
because he was a leper; for he was cut off 
from the house of the LORD. Then Jotham 
his son was over the king’s house, judging 
the people of the land. 

22Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, 
from first to last, ‘the prophet Isaiah the 
son of Amoz wrote. 234So Uzziah rested 
with his fathers, and they buried him with 
his fathers in the field of burial which be- 
longed to the kings, for they said, “He is 
a leper.” Then Jotham his son reigned in 
his place. 


Jotham Reigns in Judah 
2 Jotham “was twenty-five years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Jerushah* the daugh- 
ter of Zadok. 2And he did what was right 
in the sight of the LORD, according to all 
that his father Uzziah had done (although 
he did not enter the temple of the LORD). 
But still "the people acted corruptly. 


* 26:5 Several Hebrew manuscripts, Septua- 
gint, Syriac, Targum, and Arabic read fear. 

* 26:12 Literally chief fathers *27:1 Spelled 
Jerusha in 2 Kings 15:33 


26:15 devices. This is one of the earliest references to 
catapults, which seem to have been defensive weap- 
ons, since their users were on the towers and in the 
corners. 

26:19 leprosy. Leprosy was any kind of serious skin 
condition (Lev. 13:1—14:32). Today the term “lep- 
rosy” refers technically only to Hansen’s disease. The 
law viewed leprosy as a breach of God’s own holiness; 
it was a graphic symbol of defilement. 

26:22 Isaiah. |saiah the prophet witnessed the 
last years of Uzziah, but very little about Uzziah is 
included in the Book of Isaiah. The books of Kings and 
Chronicles frequently refer to further details written 
about the kings, but they were not part of the Scrip- 
ture, so we know very little about these records. 


27:1 sixteen years. Jotham’s sixteen years began 
eleven years before Uzziah died. This suggests that 
Uzziah had leprosy for more than a decade before 
he died. 
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3He built the Upper Gate of the house of 
the LORD, and he built extensively on the 
wall of ¢Ophel. 4Moreover he built cities in 
the mountains of Judah, and in the forests 
he built fortresses and towers. 5He also 
fought with the king of the 4Ammonites 
and defeated them. And the people of Am- 
mon gave him in that year one hundred tal- 
ents of silver, ten thousand kors of wheat, 
and ten thousand of barley. The people 
of Ammon paid this to him in the second 
and third years also. §So Jotham became 
mighty, ¢because he prepared his ways be- 
fore the LorD his God. 

7Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and 
all his wars and his ways, indeed they are 
written in the book of the kings of Israel 
and Judah. 8He was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned six- 
teen years in Jerusalem. 9fSo Jotham rest- 
ed with his fathers, and they buried him 
in the City of David. Then #Ahaz his son 
reigned in his place. 


Ahaz Reigns in Judah 
2 8 Ahaz ¢was twenty years old when he 
became king, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what 
was right in the sight of the LORD, as his 
father David had done. 2For he walked in 
the ways of the kings of Israel, and made 
bmolded images for cthe Baals. 3He burned 
incense in ¢the Valley of the Son of Hin- 
nom, and burned éhis children in the ‘fire, 
according to the abominations of the na- 
tions whom the LORD had £cast out before 
the children of Israel. 4And he sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high places, on 
the hills, and under every green tree. 


Syria and Israel Defeat Judah 
5Therefore "the LORD his God delivered 
him into the hand of the king of Syria. 


They idefeated him, and carried away a 
great multitude of them as captives, and 
brought them to Damascus. Then he was 
also delivered into the hand of the king 
of Israel, who defeated him with a great 
slaughter. 6For Pekah the son of Remaliah 
killed one hundred and twenty thousand in 
Judah in one day, all valiant men, because 
they had forsaken the LORD God of their 
fathers. 7Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, 
killed Maaseiah the king’s son, Azrikam 
the officer over the house, and Elkanah 
who was second to the king. 8And the chil- 
dren of Israel carried away captive of their 
‘brethren two hundred thousand women, 
sons, and daughters; and they also took 
away much spoil from them, and brought 
the spoil to Samaria. 


Israel Returns the Captives 

But a ™prophet of the LORD was there, 
whose name was Oded; and he went out 
before the army that came to Samaria, and 
said to them: “Look, "because the LORD 
God of your fathers was angry with Judah, 
He has delivered them into your hand; but 
you have killed them in a rage that °reach- 
es up to heaven. !°And now you propose to 
force the children of Judah and Jerusalem 
to be your Pmale and female slaves; but are 
you not also guilty before the LORD your 
God? !1Now hear me, therefore, and return 
the captives, whom you have taken captive 
from your brethren, ¢for the fierce wrath of 
the LORD is upon you.” 

12Then some of the heads of the children 
of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, 
Berechiah the son of Meshillemoth, Jehiz- 
kiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the 
son of Hadlai, stood up against those who 
came from the war, Band said to them, 
“You shall not bring the captives here, for 
we already have offended the LORD. You 


27:3 Upper Gate. This gate connected the temple 
and the royal palace. wall of Ophel. Ophel was the 
original Jebusite area of Jerusalem. Its walls dated 
back hundreds of years and must have required reg- 
ular maintenance. 

27:6 Truth—In the face of deep moral corruption 
among his people, Jotham set his course to act on 
God's truth. There is always blessing in obedience, 
even if the blessing is not the sort that the rest of the 
world can see. 

28:1 did not do what was right in the sight of the 
Lorb. During Ahaz’s reign Isaiah and Micah prophe- 
sied in Judah, and Hosea prophesied in Israel. 

28:3 Valley of the Son of Hinnom. This valley, also 
called the Valley of Ben-Hinnom, was just outside the 
western wall of Jerusalem. It was a dumping ground 
for all kinds of refuse, much of which was burned. The 
valley itself became a symbol of impurity. It was used 
as a site of pagan worship, including human sacrifice 
(2 Kin. 23:10; Jer. 7:31-32; 19:2-6; 32:35). abomina- 
tions of the nations. Worshipers of the Ammonite 
god Molech practiced human and child sacrifice (Lev. 
18:21; 20:2—5; Deut. 12:31). 

28:4 every green tree. Canaanite nature cults focused 


on evergreens, probably as symbols of perpetual fertil- 
ity (see note at 14:3). 

28:6 Pekah. Pekah, who assassinated Pekahiah son 
of Menahem so that he could become king of Israel 
(2 Kin. 15:23-27), reigned for 20 years. He was mur- 
dered in a plot headed by Hoshea, the last king of 
Israel. because they had forsaken the LorD God. 
Pekah was not offended by Judah's godlessness and 
did not himself initiate this purge. God used Pekah to 
carry out His judgment. 

28:9 Oded. The prophet Oded is mentioned only 
here. killed them in a rage. God used the Israelite 
armies to carry out His judgment on Judah (v. 6), but 
He never intended for the Israelites to enjoy it. 

28:13 our guilt is great. Within ten years the Assyr- 
ians would capture Samaria and deport all of the 
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intend to add to our sins and to our guilt; for 
our guilt is great, and there is fierce wrath 
against Israel.” 4So the armed men left 
the captives and the spoil before the lead- 
ers and all the assembly. Then the men 
twho were designated by name rose up and 
took the captives, and from the spoil they 
clothed all who were naked among them, 
dressed them and gave them sandals, sgave 
them food and drink, and anointed them; 
and they let all the feeble ones ride on don- 
keys. So they brought them to their breth- 
ren at Jericho, ‘the city of palm trees. Then 
they returned to Samaria. 


Assyria Refuses to Help Judah 

16uAt the same time King Ahaz sent to 
the kings* of Assyria to help him. !7For 
again the -Edomites had come, attacked 
Judah, and carried away captives. 18~The 
Philistines also had invaded the cities of the 
lowland and of the South of Judah, and had 
taken Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, 
Sochoh with its villages, Timnah with its 
villages, and Gimzo with its villages; and 
they dwelt there. !9For the LORD brought 
Judah low because of Ahaz king of «Israel, 
for he had yencouraged moral decline in 
Judah and had been continually unfaithful 
to the LorD. 29Also zTiglath-Pileser* king 
of Assyria came to him and distressed him, 
and did not assist him. 2!For Ahaz took 
part of the treasures from the house of the 
LORD, from the house of the king, and from 
the leaders, and he gave it to the king of 
Assyria; but he did not help him. 


Apostasy and Death of Ahaz 

22Now in the time of his distress King 
Ahaz became increasingly unfaithful to 
the LorD. This is that King Ahaz. 23For che 
sacrificed to the gods of Damascus which 
had defeated him, saying, “Because the 
gods of the kings of Syria help them, I will 
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sacrifice to them that they may help me.” 
But they were the ruin of him and of all Is- 
rael. 24So Ahaz gathered the articles of the 
house of God, cut in pieces the articles of 
the house of God, ‘shut up the doors of the 
house of the LORD, and made for himself 
altars in every corner of Jerusalem. >And 
in every single city of Judah he made high 
places to burn incense to other gods, and 
provoked to anger the LORD God of his fa- 
thers. 

26dNow the rest of his acts and all his 
ways, from first to last, indeed they are 
written in the book of the kings of Judah 
and Israel. 27So Ahaz rested with his fa- 
thers, and they buried him in the city, in 
Jerusalem; but they edid not bring him into 
the tombs of the kings of Israel. Then Heze- 
kiah his son reigned in his place. 


Hezekiah Reigns in Judah 
29 Hezekiah “became king when he was 
twenty-five years old, and he reigned 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His moth- 
er’s name was Abijah* the daughter of 
Zechariah. 2And he did what was right in 
the sight of the LORD, according to all that 
his father David had done. 


Hezekiah Cleanses the Temple 

3In the first year of his reign, in the first 
month, he opened the doors of the house 
of the LORD and repaired them. 4Then he 
brought in the priests and the Levites, and 
gathered them in the East Square, Sand said 
to them: “Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify 
yourselves, ‘sanctify the house of the LORD 
God of your fathers, and carry out the rub- 
bish from the holy place. ®For our fathers 
have trespassed and done evil in the eyes of 


* 28:16 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read king 
(compare verse 20). * 28:20 Hebrew Tilgath- 
Pilneser *29:1 Spelled Abiin 2 Kings 18:2 


Israelites, treating them far more cruelly than they 
were treating the Judeans. The Israelites brought 
this judgment on themselves not only by this inci- 
dent, but by the whole course of the history of their 
unfaithfulness to God. 

28:16 kings of Assyria. The kings of Assyria were 
Tiglath-Pileser Ill, Snhalamaneser V, and Sargon Il. 
28:18 Beth Shemesh . . . Gimzo. All these places 
were near valleys that led up to central Judah from 
the surrounding plains. Control of them meant con- 
trol of Judah itself. Because Ahaz understood this, he 
appealed to Assyria. 

28:20 Tiglath-Pileser. Tiglath-Pileser brought the 
Mesopotamian influence over the countries of the 
eastern Mediterranean to its highest point. He under- 
took a campaign against Arpad in Syria and terrorized 
Menahem of Israel so much that Menahem paid him 
a huge bribe to be left alone (2 Kin. 15:19). Tiglath 
returned to the west again, and Ahaz scrambled for 
protection against Syria and Israel (2 Kin. 16:5-7; ls. 
7:1-2). The Assyrians overran Damascus and replaced 
the assassinated Pekah of Israel with Hoshea (2 Kin. 
15:30), but they did not assist Ahaz. The king of 


Judah’s troubles with the Edomites, Philistines, 
Arameans, and even the Israelites (Is. 7:1) were over 
for the time being, but at great cost. 

28:23 Unbelief—Looking to the gods of his ene- 
mies, foolishly believing that the gods had aided his 
enemies in their victory, Ahaz went farther from God 
into unbelief. Ahaz committed two grievous sins. He 
ascribed to another source what was God's doing, 
and he placed his faith in what was imagined, to 
bring success to himself. There is never a time when 
God is out of control. Even if things do not turn out 
the way we wish they would, we can be sure that if 
we keep our minds and attitudes in line with God’s 
ways, we will eventually see these events from His 
perspective. 
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the LORD our God; they have forsaken Him, 
have ¢turned their faces away from the 
dwelling place of the LORD, and turned their 
backs on Him. 7eThey have also shut up the 
doors of the vestibule, put out the lamps, 
and have not burned incense or offered 
burnt offerings in the holy place to the God 
of Israel. Therefore the fwrath of the LORD 
fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He has 
given them up to trouble, to desolation, 
and to "jeering, as you see with your ‘eyes. 
9For indeed, because of this ‘our fathers 
have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our 
daughters, and our wives are in captivity. 

10“Now it is in my heart to make “a cov- 
enant with the LORD God of Israel, that 
His fierce wrath may turn away from us. 
llMy sons, do not be negligent now, for the 
LORD has !chosen you to stand before Him, 
to serve Him, and that you should minister 
to Him and burn incense.” 

12Then these Levites arose: ™"Mahath the 
son of Amasai and Joel the son of Azariah, 
of the sons of the "Kohathites; of the sons of 
Merari, Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah 
the son of Jehallelel; of the Gershonites, 
Joah the son of Zimmah and Eden the son 
of Joah; of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri 
and Jeiel; of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah 
and Mattaniah; of the sons of Heman, 
Jehiel and Shimei; and of the sons of Jedu- 
thun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. 

And they gathered their brethren, 
osanctified themselves, and went accord- 
ing to the commandment of the king, at the 
words of the LORD, Pto cleanse the house 
of the LorD. 16Then the priests went into 
the inner part of the house of the LORD to 
cleanse it, and brought out all the debris 
that they found in the temple of the LORD 
to the court of the house of the LORD. And 
the Levites took it out and carried it to the 
Brook ¢Kidron. 

17Now they began to sanctify on the first 
day of the first month, and on the eighth 
day of the month they came to the vestibule 
of the LORD. So they sanctified the house 
of the LORD in eight days, and on the six- 
teenth day of the first month they finished. 

18Then they went in to King Hezekiah 
and said, “We have cleansed all the house 


of the LORD, the altar of burnt offerings 
with all its articles, and the table of the 
showbread with all its articles. !¥Moreover 
all the articles which King Ahaz in his 
reign had ‘cast aside in his transgression 
we have prepared and sanctified; and there 
they are, before the altar of the LORD.” 


Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship 

20Then King Hezekiah rose early, gath- 
ered the rulers of the city, and went up to 
the house of the LORD. 2!And they brought 
seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and 
seven male goats for a ssin offering for the 
kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah. 
Then he commanded the priests, the sons 
of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the 
LORD. 22So they killed the bulls, and the 
priests received the blood and ‘sprinkled 
it on the altar. Likewise they killed the 
rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar. 
They also killed the lambs and sprinkled 
the blood on the altar. 23Then they brought 
out the male goats for the sin offering be- 
fore the king and the assembly, and they 
laid their “hands on them. 24And the priests 
killed them; and they presented their blood 
on the altar as a sin offering vto make an 
atonement for all Israel, for the king com- 
manded that the burnt offering and the sin 
offering be made for all Israel. 

25wAnd he stationed the Levites in the 
house of the LORD with cymbals, with 
stringed instruments, and with harps, 
xaccording to the commandment of David, 
of yGad the king’s seer, and of Nathan the 
prophet; zfor thus was the commandment 
of the LORD by His prophets. 26The Levites 
stood with the instruments ¢of David, and 
the priests with >the trumpets. 27Then 
Hezekiah commanded them to offer the 
burnt offering on the altar. And when the 
burnt offering began, cthe song of the LORD 
also began, with the trumpets and with the 
instruments of David king of Israel. 28So 
all the assembly worshiped, the singers 
sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this 
continued until the burnt offering was 
finished. 29And when they had finished of- 
fering, “the king and all who were present 
with him bowed and worshiped. 39Moreover 


29:9 in captivity. Under the wicked leadership of 
Ahaz, many of the people of Judah had been taken cap- 
tive by Rezin of Damascus and Pekah of Israel (28:5-8). 
29:12 Kohathites ... Merari... Gershonites. Heze- 
kiah summoned the leaders of the three major Leviti- 
cal clans, two leaders from each clan. 

29:21 bulls... rams...lambs... goats. The law 
required the sacrifice of these animals for atonement 
of sin in general (Lev. 1:3-13). On the other hand, 
the sacrifice of goats atoned for specific sins (Lev. 
4:1—5:13). Here the priests offered seven of each kind 
to signify the wholeness of their repentance. 

29:24 all Israel. The repetition of “all Israel” here 
suggests that Hezekiah meant to include all twelve 
tribes, including the northern kingdom (30:1-9). 
29:30 the words of David and of Asaph. This refers 


to the psalms of David and Asaph (1 Chr. 6:39; 15:17; 
16:5; 25:1), many of them in the Book of Psalms. The 
people of Judah used these psalms for community 
worship and private meditation. 
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King Hezekiah and the leaders command- 
ed the Levites to sing praise to the LORD 
with the words of David and of Asaph 
the seer. So they sang praises with glad- 
ness, and they bowed their heads and wor- 
shiped. 

31Then Hezekiah answered and said, 
“Now that you have consecrated your- 
selves to the LORD, come near, and bring 
sacrifices and “thank offerings into the 
house of the LORD.” So the assembly 
brought in sacrifices and thank offer- 
ings, and as many as were of a fwilling 
heart brought burnt offerings. 32And the 
number of the burnt offerings which the 
assembly brought was seventy bulls, one 
hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all 
these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. 
33The consecrated things were six hundred 
bulls and three thousand sheep. 34But the 
priests were too few, so that they could not 
skin all the burnt offerings; therefore ¢their 
brethren the Levites helped them until the 
work was ended and until the other priests 
had sanctified themselves, "for the Levites 
were ‘more diligent in isanctifying them- 
selves than the priests. 35Also the burnt 
offerings were in abundance, with 'the fat 
of the peace offerings and with 'the drink 
offerings for every burnt offering. 

So the service of the house of the LORD 
was set in order. 36Then Hezekiah and all 
the people rejoiced that God had prepared 
the people, since the events took place so 
suddenly. 


Hezekiah Keeps the Passover 
3 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and 
Judah, and also wrote letters to 
Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should 
come to the house of the LORD at Jerusa- 
lem, to keep the Passover to the LORD God 
of Israel. 2For the king and his leaders and 
all the assembly in Jerusalem had agreed 
to keep the Passover in the second «month. 
3For they could not keep it »at the regu- 
lar time,* ‘because a sufficient number of 
priests had not consecrated themselves, 
nor had the people gathered together at 
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Jerusalem. 4And the matter pleased the 
king and all the assembly. 5So they re- 
solved to make a proclamation through- 
out all Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, that 
they should come to keep the Passover to 
the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem, since 
they had not done it for a long time in the 
prescribed manner. 

6Then the ¢runners went throughout all 
Israel and Judah with the letters from the 
king and his leaders, and spoke according 
to the command of the king: “Children of 
Israel, return to the LORD God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Israel; then He will return 
to the remnant of you who have escaped 
from the hand of fthe kings of ¢Assyria. 
7And do not be "like your fathers and 
your brethren, who trespassed against 
the LORD God of their fathers, so that He 
igave them up to /desolation, as you see. 
8Now do not be &stiff-necked, as your fa- 
thers were, but yield yourselves to the 
LORD; and enter His sanctuary, which He 
has sanctified forever, and serve the LORD 
your God, 'that the fierceness of His wrath 
may turn away from you. 9For if you return 
to the LORD, your brethren and your chil- 
dren will be treated with "compassion by 
those who lead them captive, so that they 
may come back to this land; for the LORD 
your God is "gracious and merciful, and 
will not turn His face from you if you °re- 
turn to Him.” 

10So the runners passed from city to 
city through the country of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, as far as Zebulun; but Pthey 
laughed at them and mocked them. !Nev- 
ertheless 4some from Asher, Manasseh, 
and Zebulun humbled themselves and 
came to Jerusalem. !2Also "the hand of 
God was on Judah to give them single- 
ness of heart to obey the command of the 
king and the leaders, sat the word of the 
LORD. 

13Now many people, a very great assem- 
bly, gathered at Jerusalem to keep the Feast 


* 30:3 That is, the first month (compare Leviticus 
23:5); literally at that time 


29:31 thank offerings. Sometimes called “peace” or 
“fellowship” offerings, thank offerings celebrated the 
relationship gained by the offerings of atonement 
(vv. 21-24; Lev. 3:1-17; 7:11-36). The thank offer- 
ings included people and priests in a great banquet 
together, all in fellowship with God. 

29:34 priests were too few. Under Ahaz the priests 
and Levites had been stripped of their duties. Now, 20 
years later, there were not enough priests. 

30:1 sent to all Israel. Though the kingdom of Israel 
had split more than two centuries before, Hezekiah 
never lost sight of the fact that God’s covenant was 
made with all twelve tribes and that His promises 
included them all (Ezek. 37:15—28). 

30:8 enter His sanctuary. People who were not 
priests were not allowed to enter the temple. This 
phrase is a figure of speech for serving the Lord. 

30:9 if you return to the Lorp. Hezekiah was 


referring to the covenant (Deut. 28-30) which 
promised that obedience would lead to bless- 
ing in the land, and disobedience would result in 
exile. 

30:10 as far as Zebulun. Zebulun was probably 
the northernmost territory of Israel at this time 
because Naphtali had been taken by Tiglath-Pileser 
Il (2 Kin, 15:29). 


29:31 Lev. 7:12 fEx.35:5,22 29:3492 Chr. 35:11 

h2 Chr. 30:3 (Ps. 7:10 /2 Chr.29:5 29:35 «Lev. 3:15, 

16 !Num.15:5-10 30:29Num.9:10,11 30:3 °Ex. 
12:6, 18 2 Chr. 29:17,34 30:64 Esth. 8:14 ¢[er. 4:1] 

f2 Kin. 15:19, 29 92 Chr.28:20 30:7" Ezek. 20:18 ‘Is. 1:9 
J2Chr.29:8 30:8 Ex. 32:9 /2Chr.29:10 30:9Ps. 
106:46 "[Ex. 34:6] °[Is.55:7] 30:10? 2 Chr. 36:16 
30:11 92 Chr. 11:16; 30:18, 21 30:12' [Phil. 2:13] $2 Chr. 
29:25 


498 @ 2Chronicles 30:14 


of ‘Unleavened Bread in the second month. 
M4They arose and took away the valtars that 
were in Jerusalem, and they took away all 
the incense altars and cast them into the 
Brook vKidron. Then they slaughtered 
the Passover lambs on the fourteenth day 
of the second month. The priests and the 
Levites were washamed, and sanctified 
themselves, and brought the burnt offer- 
ings to the house of the LORD. !6They stood 
in their xplace according to their custom, 
according to the Law of Moses the man 
of God; the priests sprinkled the blood re- 
ceived from the hand of the Levites. !17For 
there were many in the assembly who had 
not sanctified themselves; therefore the 
Levites had charge of the slaughter of the 
Passover lambs for everyone who was not 
clean, to sanctify them to the LORD. !8For 
a multitude of the people, 7many from 
Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebu- 
lun, had not cleansed themselves, “yet they 
ate the Passover contrary to what was writ- 
ten. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, 
“May the good LORD provide atonement for 
everyone !8who »prepares his heart to seek 
God, the LORD God of his fathers, though 
he is not cleansed according to the purifi- 
cation of the sanctuary.” 20And the LORD 
listened to Hezekiah and healed the people. 

21So the children of Israel who were 
present at Jerusalem kept ‘the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread seven days with great 
gladness; and the Levites and the priests 
praised the LORD day by day, singing to the 
LORD, accompanied by loud instruments. 
22 And Hezekiah gave encouragement to all 
the Levites ¢who taught the good knowl- 
edge of the LORD; and they ate throughout 
the feast seven days, offering peace offer- 
ings and emaking confession to the LORD 
God of their fathers. 

23Then the whole assembly agreed 
to keep the feast fanother seven days, 
and they kept it another seven days with 


gladness. 24For Hezekiah king of Judah 
gave to the assembly a thousand bulls 
and seven thousand sheep, and the leaders 
gave to the assembly a thousand bulls and 
ten thousand sheep; and a great number of 
priests "sanctified themselves. 25The whole 
assembly of Judah rejoiced, also the priests 
and Levites, all the assembly that came 
from Israel, the sojourners ‘who came 
from the land of Israel, and those who 
dwelt in Judah. 26So there was great joy in 
Jerusalem, for since the time of ‘Solomon 
the son of David, king of Israel, there had 
been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27Then 
the priests, the Levites, arose and *blessed 
the people, and their voice was heard; and 
their prayer came up to 'His holy dwelling 
place, to heaven. 


The Reforms of Hezekiah 
31 Now when all this was finished, all 
Israel who were present went out to 

the cities of Judah and “broke the sacred 
pillars in pieces, cut down the wooden 
images, and threw down the high places 
and the altars—from all Judah, Benjamin, 
Ephraim, and Manasseh—until they had 
utterly destroyed them all. Then all the 
children of Israel returned to their own cit- 
ies, every man to his possession. 

2And Hezekiah appointed »the divisions 
of the priests and the Levites according to 
their divisions, each man according to his 
service, the priests and Levites ‘for burnt 
offerings and peace offerings, to serve, 
to give thanks, and to praise in the gates 
of the camp* of the LORD. 3The king also 
appointed a portion of his 4possessions for 
the burnt offerings: for the morning and 
evening burnt offerings, the burnt offer- 
ings for the Sabbaths and the New Moons 
and the set feasts, as it is written in the 
eLaw of the LORD. 


* 31:2 That is, the temple 


30:17 Levites had charge of the slaughter. Tradi- 
tionally the slaughter of the Passover lamb was per- 
formed by the head of the family (Ex. 12:3-6). But on 
this occasion many were not ritually purified, and the 
Levites acted on their behalf. 

30:22 who taught the good knowledge. The Le- 
vites’ ministry included teaching (17:8-10). The peo- 
ple of Israel had had virtually no consistent teaching 
of God's revelation for 200 years, apart from the wit- 
ness of the prophets such as Elijah, Elisha, Hosea, and 
Amos. 

30:25 sojourners. The strangers were aliens who 
lived in Israel and Judah and who could come to the 
festivals because they adhered to God and the law 
(Deut. 16:11; 26:11; 29:11; 31:12). 

30:26 Heaven—Solomon asked God to hear the 
prayers of the people as they directed their prayers 
toward the temple in Jerusalem, and to respond from 
His dwelling in heaven (2 Chr. 6:21). The people, nearly 
200 years after Solomon made this prayer, sought the 
Lord, and He heard them. There is great joy among 
the people when they realize that God hears them 


from heaven, and there is great joy in heaven when 
one sinner repents (Luke 15:7). 

31:2 Hezekiah appointed. The long interruption 
(28:24) of Judah’s official worship in the time of Ahaz 
brought chaos to their religious life. David had origi- 
nally organized the Levitical system, but because of 
the years of neglect, Hezekiah had to reorganize it. 
31:3 New Moons. The new moon celebrations came 
at the appearance of the new moon, the beginning of 
another month (Num. 28:11-15). set feasts. The fixed 
festivals were the Passover and Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (Lev. 23:4-8); Feast of Firstfruits or Pentecost 
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4Moreover he commanded the people 
who dwelt in Jerusalem to contribute fsup- 
port for the priests and the Levites, that 
they might devote themselves to ¢the Law 
of the LORD. 

5As soon as the commandment was 
circulated, the children of Israel brought 
in abundance "the firstfruits of grain and 
wine, oil and honey, and of all the produce 
of the field; and they brought in abundantly 
the ‘tithe of everything. And the children 
of Israel and Judah, who dwelt in the cit- 
ies of Judah, brought the tithe of oxen and 
sheep; also the ‘tithe of holy things which 
were consecrated to the LORD their God 
they laid in heaps. 

7In the third month they began laying 
them in heaps, and they finished in the 
seventh month. 8And when Hezekiah and 
the leaders came and saw the heaps, they 
blessed the LORD and His people Israel. 
§9Then Hezekiah questioned the priests and 
the Levites concerning the heaps. And 
Azariah the chief priest, from the Shouse 
of Zadok, answered him and said, '“Since 
the people began to bring the offerings into 
the house of the LORD, we have had enough 
to eat and have plenty left, for the LORD has 
blessed His people; and what is left is this 
great abundance.” 

lNow Hezekiah commanded them to 
nprepare rooms in the house of the LORD, 
and they prepared them. !2Then they faith- 
fully brought in the offerings, the tithes, 
and the dedicated things; °Cononiah the 
Levite had charge of them, and Shimei his 
brother was the next. Jehiel, Azaziah, 
Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, 
Ismachiah, Mahath, and Benaiah were 
overseers under the hand of Cononiah and 
Shimei his brother, at the commandment of 
Hezekiah the king and Azariah the "ruler 
of the house of God. Kore the son of Im- 
nah the Levite, the keeper of the East Gate, 
was over the ¢freewill offerings to God, to 
distribute the offerings of the LORD and the 
most holy things. 5And under him were 
rEden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Ama- 
riah, and Shecaniah, his faithful assistants 
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in ‘the cities of the priests, to distribute ‘al- 
lotments to their brethren by divisions, to 
the great as well as the small. 

16Besides those males from three years 
old and up who were written in the ge- 
nealogy, they distributed to everyone 
who entered the house of the LORD his 
daily portion for the work of his service, 
by his division, !”and to the priests who 
were written in the genealogy according 
to their father’s house, and to the Levites 
ufrom twenty years old and up according 
to their work, by their divisions, !8and to all 
who were written in the genealogy—their 
little ones and their wives, their sons and 
daughters, the whole company of them— 
for in their faithfulness they sanctified 
themselves in holiness. 

19A Iso for the sons of Aaron the priests, 
who were in vthe fields of the common- 
lands of their cities, in every single city, 
there were men who were “designated by 
name to distribute portions to all the males 
among the priests and to all who were list- 
ed by genealogies among the Levites. 

20Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Ju- 
dah, and he xdid what was good and right 
and true before the LORD his God. 2!And 
in every work that he began in the service 
of the house of God, in the law and in the 
commandment, to seek his God, he did it 
with all his heart. So he Yprospered. 


Sennacherib Boasts Against 
the LorD 
32 After “these deeds of faithfulness, 
Sennacherib king of Assyria came 
and entered Judah; he encamped against 
the fortified cities, thinking to win them 
over to himself. 2And when Hezekiah saw 
that Sennacherib had come, and that his 
purpose was to make war against Jerusa- 
lem, she consulted with his leaders and com- 
manders* to stop the water from the springs 
which were outside the city; and they helped 
him. 4Thus many people gathered together 


* 32:3 Literally mighty men 


(Lev. 23:15-22); and the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 
23:33-43). 

31:5 firstfruits. The early harvests of grain, partic- 
ularly barley, were being reaped at this time. The 
Passover had been held a month late (30:2) and it was 
now the third month. The first fruits began appear- 
ing at the time of the late Passover, and the harvests 
were fully gathered in some 50 days later, at the time 
of Pentecost (Lev. 23:9-22). the tithe. A tenth of the 
harvest belonged to the Levites (Num. 18:21-24). 
31:17 genealogy . . . by their divisions. All temple 
servants had to descend from Levi, but the priests 
had to trace their genealogy specifically to Aaron 
(1 Chr. 6:49-53). 

32:1 Sennacherib. |n Hezekiah’s fourteenth year, 
Sennacherib invaded Judah and eventually laid 
siege to Jerusalem (2 Kin. 18:13-17). One of the 
most imperialistic of Assyria’s kings, Sennacherib 


undertook many military campaigns to the west. In 
his own inscriptions he boasts of having taken many 
of Judah’s cities, a claim supported by the parallel 
account in 2 Kings. 

32:3 stop the water. Hezekiah managed to stop 
the water by concealing the springs outside the 
city and then digging a tunnel to bring them to the 
Pool of Siloam inside the city walls. Hezekiah hid the 
source of water and made it unavailable to the enemy 
2 Kin. 20:20). The Siloam Inscription describes how 
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who stopped all the "springs and the brook 
that ran through the land, saying, “Why 
should the kings* of Assyria come and find 
much water?” 5And che strengthened him- 
self, built up all the wall that was broken, 
raised it up to the towers, and built another 
wall outside; also he repaired the eMillo* in 
the City of David, and made weapons and 
shields in abundance. ®Then he set military 
captains over the people, gathered them to- 
gether to him in the open square of the city 
gate, and /gave them encouragement, say- 
ing, 78“Be strong and courageous; "do not 
be afraid nor dismayed before the king of 
Assyria, nor before all the multitude that is 
with him; for ‘there are more with us than 
with him. 8With him is an ‘arm of flesh; but 
kwith us is the LORD our God, to help us and 
to fight our battles.” And the people were 
strengthened by the words of Hezekiah 
king of Judah. 

After this Sennacherib king of Assyria 
sent his servants to Jerusalem (but he and 
all the forces with him laid siege against 
Lachish), to Hezekiah king of Judah, and 
to all Judah who were in Jerusalem, saying, 
10m“Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyr- 
ia: ‘In what do you trust, that you remain 
under siege in Jerusalem? !!Does not Heze- 
kiah persuade you to give yourselves over 
to die by famine and by thirst, saying, "*The 
LORD our God will deliver us from the hand 
of the king of Assyria”? !20Has not the same 
Hezekiah taken away His high places and 
His altars, and commanded Judah and Je- 
rusalem, saying, “You shall worship before 
one altar and burn incense on Pit”? 3Do you 
not know what I and my fathers have done 
to all the peoples of other lands? “Were the 
gods of the nations of those lands in any 
way able to deliver their lands out of my 
hand? 14Who was there among all the gods 
of those nations that my fathers utterly de- 
stroyed that could deliver his people from 
my hand, that your God should be able to 
deliver you from my "hand? !5Now there- 
fore, sdo not let Hezekiah deceive you or 
persuade you like this, and do not believe 
him; for no god of any nation or kingdom 


was able to deliver his people from my hand 
or the hand of my fathers. How much less 
will your God deliver you from my hand?’” 

16Furthermore, his servants spoke 
against the LORD God and against His ser- 
vant Hezekiah. 

17He also wrote letters to revile the LORD 
God of Israel, and to speak against Him, 
saying, “As the gods of the nations of other 
lands have not delivered their people from 
my hand, so the God of Hezekiah will not 
deliver His people from my “hand.” 18vThen 
they called out with a loud voice in He- 
brew* to the people of Jerusalem who were 
on the wall, to frighten them and trouble 
them, that they might take the city. 18And 
they spoke against the God of Jerusalem, 
as against the gods of the people of the 
earth—“the work of men’s hands. 


Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death 

20xNow because of this King Hezekiah 
and Ythe prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, 
prayed and cried out to heaven. 2!zThen the 
LORD sent an angel who cut down every 
mighty man of valor, leader, and captain 
in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he 
returned “shamefaced to his own land. 
And when he had gone into the temple of 
his god, some of his own offspring struck 
him down with the sword there. 

22Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of 
Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from 
the hand of all others, and guided them* on 
every side. 23And many brought gifts to the 
LORD at Jerusalem, and »presents to Heze- 
kiah king of Judah, so that he was cexalted 
in the sight of all nations thereafter. 


Hezekiah Humbles Himself 
24dIn those days Hezekiah was sick and 
near death, and he prayed to the LORD; 


* 32:4 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Ara- 
bic, Septuagint, and Syriac read king. * 32:5 Lit- 
erally The Landfill * 32:18 Literally Judean 

* 32:22 Septuagint reads gave them rest; Vulgate 
reads gave them treasures. 


workmen constructed the 1,800 foot tunnel connect- 
ing the springs of Gihon to the Pool of Siloam. 

32:5 repaired the Millo. Millo means “landfill” and 
refers to extensive terracing that surrounded the 
ancient hills of Ophel and Mount Zion. The work of 
extending the hills of Jerusalem was first undertaken 
by David (1 Chr. 11:7-8) and continued by Solomon 
(1 Kin. 9:15). 

32:9 laid siege against Lachish. Both the Old Testa- 
ment and Assyrian inscriptions document the siege 
against Lachish, an important fortified city west of Jeru- 
salem and near the great coastal route (11:9). Its capture 
by Assyria would cut off access to Jerusalem from the 
west and would give Assyria control of the coast. 
32:18 in Hebrew. Aramaic had become the language 
of international communication and diplomacy and 
there was no reason to continue the dialogue in 
Hebrew except to traumatize the people. 


32:20 the prophet Isaiah. By now the prophet Isaiah 
had been involved in public ministry to the kings of 
Judah for nearly 40 years (26:22; Is. 6:1). He had con- 
siderable prestige and was especially important as a 
counselor of young Hezekiah (Is. 37:1-7). 
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and He spoke to him and gave him a sign. 
25But Hezekiah ¢did not repay according 
to the favor shown him, for fhis heart was 
lifted up; therefore wrath was looming 
over him and over Judah and Jerusalem. 
26hThen Hezekiah humbled himself for the 
pride of his heart, he and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the LORD 
did not come upon them ‘in the days of 
Hezekiah. 


Hezekiah’s Wealth and Honor 

27Hezekiah had very great riches and 
honor. And he made himself treasuries 
for silver, for gold, for precious stones, for 
spices, for shields, and for all kinds of de- 
sirable items; 28storehouses for the harvest 
of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all 
kinds of livestock, and folds for flocks.* 
29Moreover he provided cities for himself, 
and possessions of flocks and herds in 
abundance; for iGod had given him very 
much property. 29*This same Hezekiah 
also stopped the water outlet of Upper Gi- 
hon, and brought the water by tunnel* to 
the west side of the City of David. Hezekiah 
‘prospered in all his works. 

3lHowever, regarding the ambassadors 
of the princes of Babylon, whom they "sent 
to him to inquire about the wonder that was 
done in the land, God withdrew from him, 
in order to "test him, that He might know 
all that was in his heart. 


Death of Hezekiah 

32Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, 
and his goodness, indeed they are written 
in othe vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son 
of Amoz, and in the book of the kings of 
Judah and Israel. 334So Hezekiah rested 
with his fathers, and they buried him in 
the upper tombs of the sons of David; and 
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
rhonored him at his death. Then Manasseh 
his son reigned in his place. 
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Manasseh Reigns in Judah 
3 Manasseh “was twelve years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2But he did 
evil in the sight of the LORD, according to 
the abominations of the nations whom the 
LORD had cast out before the children of Is- 
rael. 3For he rebuilt the high places which 
Hezekiah his father had ‘broken down; he 
raised up altars for the Baals, and ¢made 
wooden images; and he worshiped ¢all 
the host of heaven* and served them. 4He 
also built altars in the house of the LORD, 
of which the LorD had said, /“In Jerusa- 
lem shall My name be forever.” 5And he 
built altars for all the host of heaven sin 
the two courts of the house of the LORD. 
6hAlso he caused his sons to pass through 
the fire in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom; 
he practiced ‘soothsaying, used witchcraft 
and sorcery, and consulted mediums and 
spiritists. He did much evil in the sight of 
the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. 7kHe 
even set a carved image, the idol which 
he had made, in the house of God, of 
which God had said to David and to Sol- 
omon his son, '“In this house and in Je- 
rusalem, which I have chosen out of all 
the tribes of Israel, I will put My name 
forever; 8mand I will not again remove 
the foot of Israel from the land which I 
have appointed for your fathers—only if 
they are careful to do all that I have com- 
manded them, according to the whole law 
and the statutes and the ordinances by the 
hand of Moses.” 9So Manasseh seduced 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
to do more evil than the nations whom the 
LORD had destroyed before the children of 
Israel. 


* 32:28 Following Septuagint and Vulgate; Arabic 
and Syriac omit folds for flocks; Masoretic Text 
reads flocks for sheepfolds. *32:30 Literally 
brought it straight (compare 2 Kings 20:20) 

* 33:3 The gods of the Assyrians 


32:25 his heart was lifted up. Hezekiah had received 
Babylonian envoys who had come to congratulate 
him on his recovery, and probably to enlist his sup- 
port in their struggle against Assyria (2 Kin. 20:12-19). 
Their visit ignited his desire to show off the treasures 
of his kingdom, and this treasure was eventually 
seized by the same Babylonians (2 Kin. 20:16-18; ls. 
39:6-7). 

32:31 test. This test was not for God's benefit, but for 
Hezekiah’s. 

33:4 In Jerusalem shall My name be. The point was 
that God had the exclusive right to inhabit the tem- 
ple, as opposed to the deities Manasseh introduced 
(v. 5). 

33:6 pass through the fire. Like Ahaz, Manasseh 
practiced human sacrifice, going so far as to offer 
up his own children (28:3). practiced soothsaying. 
Soothsaying is an attempt to determine the plans 
and purposes of the gods so that one can avoid their 
hostility or take advantage of their favors (Is. 2:6; Jer. 
27:9). witchcraft... sorcery. Witchcraft and sorcery 


attempt to bring about desired results by employing 
magical or mystical rituals. mediums .. . spiritists. 
Mediums are those who claim to contact and con- 
sult with the dead. Spiritists are the “knowing ones” 
whose specialty is also communication with the dead 
in the hope of acquiring information inaccessible to 
the living. All such practices were common among 
Canaanite and other pagan religions and were to 
be strictly avoided by God’s people (Deut. 13:1-6; 
18:9-14). 
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Manasseh Restored After 


Repentance 

10And the LORD spoke to Manasseh 
and his people, but they would not listen. 
1In[Therefore the LORD brought upon them 
the captains of the army of the king of As- 
syria, who took Manasseh with hooks,* 
obound him with bronze fetters, and car- 
ried him off to Babylon. 12Now when he 
was in affliction, he implored the LORD 
his God, and phumbled himself greatly be- 
fore the God of his fathers, and prayed to 
Him; and He “received his entreaty, heard 
his supplication, and brought him back to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manas- 
seh ‘knew that the LORD was God. 

4After this he built a wall outside the 
City of David on the west side of sGihon, in 
the valley, as far as the entrance of the Fish 
Gate; and it tenclosed Ophel, and he raised 
it to a very great height. Then he put mili- 
tary captains in all the fortified cities of Ju- 
dah. 45He took away “the foreign gods and 
the idol from the house of the LORD, and 
all the altars that he had built in the mount 
of the house of the LORD and in Jerusalem; 
and he cast them out of the city. 16He also 
repaired the altar of the LORD, sacrificed 
peace offerings and “thank offerings on it, 
and commanded Judah to serve the LORD 
God of Israel. 17™Nevertheless the people 
still sacrificed on the high places, but only 
to the LorD their God. 


Death of Manasseh 

18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, 
his prayer to his God, and the words of 
xthe seers who spoke to him in the name 
of the LORD God of Israel, indeed they are 
written in the book* of the kings of Israel. 
19Also his prayer and how God received 
his entreaty, and all his sin and trespass, 
and the sites where he built high places and 
set up wooden images and carved images, 
before he was humbled, indeed they are 
written among the sayings of Hozai.* 29vSo 
Manasseh rested with his fathers, and they 


buried him in his own house. Then his son 
Amon reigned in his place. 


Amon’s Reign and Death 

21IzAmon was twenty-two years old 
when he became king, and he reigned two 
years in Jerusalem. 22But he did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, as his father Manasseh 
had done; for Amon sacrificed to all the 
carved images which his father Manasseh 
had made, and served them. 23And he did 
not humble himself before the LORD, ¢as 
his father Manasseh had humbled himself; 
but Amon trespassed more and more. 

24bThen his servants conspired against 
him, and ¢killed him in his own house. 
25But the people of the land executed all 
those who had conspired against King 
Amon. Then the people of the land made 
his son Josiah king in his place. 


Josiah Reigns in Judah 
3 4 Josiah ¢was eight years old when he 
became king, and he reigned thirty- 
one years in Jerusalem. 2And he did what 
was right in the sight of the LORD, and 
walked in the ways of his father David; he 
did not turn aside to the right hand or to 
the left. 
3For in the eighth year of his reign, while 
he was still »young, he began to ‘seek the 
God of his father David; and in the twelfth 
year he began “to purge Judah and Jeru- 
salem eof the high places, the wooden im- 
ages, the carved images, and the molded 
images. “(They broke down the altars of 
the Baals in his presence, and the incense 
altars which were above them he cut down; 
and the wooden images, the carved imag- 
es, and the molded images he broke in piec- 
es, and made dust of them Zand scattered it 
on the graves of those who had sacrificed 
to them. 5He also "burned the bones of the 
priests on their ‘altars, and cleansed Judah 


* 33:11 That is, nose hooks (compare 2 Kings 
19:28) *33:18 Literally words * 33:19 Septua- 
gint reads the seers. 


33:11 Babylon. For some time Babylon had been 
part of the Assyrian Empire, though it had broken 
free on occasion, especially under the leadership of 
Berodach-Baladan, Hezekiah’s contemporary (2 Kin. 
20:12). Ashurbanipal brought Babylon back under 
Assyrian domination. He was the king who took Ma- 
nasseh to Babylon as a prisoner. 

33:14 wall outside the city of David. The term “city 
of David” originally referred to Mount Zion alone 
(1 Chr. 11:5) but eventually designated the entire city, 
including Mount Ophel, the original Jebusite settle- 
ment. Gihon. Gihon was the spring that was the main 
source of water for Jerusalem (33:2,4,30). It was in the 
Kidron valley near the northeastern brow of Mount 
Zion. Fish Gate. The Fish Gate was in the center of the 
wall north of the temple. Manasseh’s construction 
was a total distance of about 750 yards. 

33:20 buried him in his own house. Manasseh had 
truly converted (v. 13), but his prior sin had been so 


heinous that he was denied burial in the royal cem- 
etery. 

34:3 carved images. See note at 14:3. 

34:5 burned the bones of the priests. This act of 
Josiah, which took place at Bethel, fulfilled the words 
of the prophet of Judah in the days of Jeroboam |, 
king of Israel (1 Kin. 13:1-2; 2 Kin. 23:15-16). The 
prophet had mentioned Josiah by name three hun- 
dred years before. 
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and Jerusalem. And so he did in the cit- 
ies of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as 
far as Naphtali and all around, with axes.* 
7When he had broken down the altars and 
the wooden images, had ‘beaten the carved 
images into powder, and cut down all the 
incense altars throughout all the land of Is- 
rael, he returned to Jerusalem. 


Hilkiah Finds the Book of the Law 
8kIn the eighteenth year of his reign, 
when he had purged the land and the tem- 
ple,* he sent ‘Shaphan the son of Azaliah, 
Maaseiah the “governor of the city, and 
Joah the son of Joahaz the recorder, to re- 
pair the house of the LORD his God. When 
they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they 
delivered "the money that was brought 
into the house of God, which the Levites 
who kept the doors had gathered from the 
hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, from all 
the °remnant of Israel, from all Judah and 
Benjamin, and which they had brought 
back to Jerusalem. !0Then they put it in 
the hand of the foremen who had the over- 
sight of the house of the LORD; and they 
gave it to the workmen who worked in the 
house of the LORD, to repair and restore the 
house. !!They gave it to the craftsmen and 
builders to buy hewn stone and timber for 
beams, and to floor the houses which the 
kings of Judah had destroyed. !2And the 
men did the work faithfully. Their over- 
seers were Jahath and Obadiah the Le- 
vites, of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah 
and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohath- 
ites, to supervise. Others of the Levites, all 
of whom were skillful with instruments of 
music, !8were Pover the burden bearers and 
were overseers of all who did work in any 
kind of service. And some of the Levites 
were scribes, officers, and gatekeepers. 
14Now when they brought out the mon- 
ey that was brought into the house of the 
LORD, Hilkiah the priest "found the Book 
of the Law of the LoRD given by Moses. 
Then Hilkiah answered and said to 
Shaphan the scribe, “I have found the 
Book of the Law in the house of the LORD.” 
And Hilkiah gave the sbook to Shaphan. 
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16So Shaphan carried the book to the king, 
bringing the king word, saying, “All that 
was committed to your servants they are 
doing. !7And they have gathered the money 
that was found in the house of the LORD, 
and have delivered it into the hand of 
the overseers and the workmen.” !8Then 
Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, 
“Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” 
And Shaphan read it before the king. 
19Thus it happened, when the king 
heard the words of the Law, that he tore 
his clothes. 2°Then the king commanded 
Hilkiah, ‘Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Ab- 
don* the son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, 
and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, 
21“Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for 
those who are left in Israel and Judah, con- 
cerning the words of the book that is found; 
for great is the wrath of the LORD that is 
poured out on us, because our fathers have 
not “kept the word of the LORD, to do ac- 
cording to all that is written in this book.” 
22So Hilkiah and those the king had ap- 
pointed went to Huldah the prophetess, the 
wife of Shallum the son of Tokhath,* the son 
of Hasrah,* keeper of the wardrobe. (She 
dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.) 
And they spoke to her to that effect. 
23Then she answered them, “Thus says 
the LORD God of Israel, “Tell the man who 
sent you to Me, 24“Thus says the LORD: ‘Be- 
hold, I will Ybring calamity on this place 
and on its inhabitants, all the curses that 
are written in the “book which they have 
read before the king of Judah, 25because 
they have forsaken Me and burned incense 
to other gods, that they might provoke Me 
to anger with all the works of their hands. 
Therefore My wrath will be poured out on 
this place, and not be quenched.’”’ 26But as 
for the king of Judah, who sent you to in- 
quire of the LORD, in this manner you shall 
speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of 
Israel: “Concerning the words which you 
have heard— 27because your heart was 


* 34:6 Literally swords * 34:8 Literally 

house * 34:20 Achbor the son of Michaiah in 

2 Kings 22:12 *34:22 Spelled Tikvah in 2 Kings 
22:14 ¢ Spelled Harhas in 2 Kings 22:14 


34:8 Shaphan. Shaphan was a scribe or secre- 
tary of the king (v. 15). He was responsible for state 
records that must have included the original temple 
plans and specifications. The temple was repaired 
strictly according to its original pattern. Joahaz the 
recorder. The recorder kept the royal diaries. Official 
happenings were duly noted and recorded for pos- 
terity. The work of men like Joahaz provided sources 
for later historians such as the author of Chronicles 
(1 Chr. 18:15). 

34:22 Huldah the prophetess. Huldah is one of four 
female prophets named in the Old Testament. The 
other three are Miriam (Ex. 15:20), Deborah (Judg. 
4:4), and Noadiah (Neh. 6:14). 

34:24 all the curses that are written in the book. 
Both Deuteronomy and Leviticus had long lists of 


blessings for obedience and curses for rebellion, 
which were part of the conditions attached to the 
covenant with Israel (Deut. 28-30). 

34:25 Apostasy—lIn all of life, no greater sin, no 
more serious or sadder error could be made than to 
forsake God and believe other gods. Such an act cuts 
one off from all of the loving care, wisdom, and disci- 
pline of the Creator God. Apostasy grieves God, and it 
grieves those who love God. 
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tender, and you humbled yourself before 
God when you heard His words against 
this place and against its inhabitants, and 
you humbled yourself before Me, and you 
tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also 
have heard you,” says the LORD. 28“Surely 
I will gather you to your fathers, and you 
shall be gathered to your grave in peace; 
and your eyes shall not see all the calam- 
ity which I will bring on this place and its 
inhabitants.”’” So they brought back word 
to the king. 


Josiah Restores True Worship 

29vThen the king sent and gathered all 
the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 39The 
king went up to the house of the LORD, with 
all the men of Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem—the priests and the Levites, 
and all the people, great and small. And 
he Zread in their hearing all the words of 
the Book of the Covenant which had been 
found in the house of the LoRD. 3!1Then 
the king “stood in “his place and made a 
ccovenant before the LORD, to follow the 
LORD, and to keep His commandments and 
His testimonies and His statutes with all 
his heart and all his soul, to perform the 
words of the covenant that were written 
in this book. 32And he made all who were 
present in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a 
stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
according to the covenant of God, the God 
of their fathers. 33Thus Josiah removed all 
the dabominations from all the country 
that belonged to the children of Israel, and 
made all who were present in Israel dili- 
gently serve the LORD their God. @All his 
days they did not depart from following the 
LORD God of their fathers. 


Josiah Keeps the Passover 
35 Now Josiah kept a Passover to 
the LORD in Jerusalem, and they 
slaughtered the Passover lambs on the 
bfourteenth day of the first month. 2And 
he set the priests in their ‘duties and 4en- 
couraged them for the service of the house 
of the LORD. Then he said to the Levites 
ewho taught all Israel, who were holy to 


the Lorb: f“Put the holy ark £in the house 
which Solomon the son of David, king of Is- 
rael, built. "It shall no longer be a burden on 
your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your 
God and His people Israel. 4Prepare your- 
selves ‘according to your fathers’ houses, 
according to your divisions, following the 
iwritten instruction of David king of Israel 
and the kwritten instruction of Solomon his 
son. 5And !stand in the holy place accord- 
ing to the divisions of the fathers’ houses of 
your brethren the lay people, and accord- 
ing to the division of the father’s house of 
the Levites. 6So slaughter the Passover 
offerings, ™consecrate yourselves, and 
prepare them for your brethren, that they 
may do according to the word of the LORD 
by the hand of Moses.” 

7Then Josiah "gave the lay people lambs 
and young goats from the flock, all for Pass- 
over offerings for all who were present, to 
the number of thirty thousand, as well as 
three thousand cattle; these were from the 
king’s °possessions. 8And his Pleaders gave 
willingly to the people, to the priests, and 
to the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and 
Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave to 
the priests for the Passover offerings two 
thousand six hundred from the flock, and 
three hundred cattle. 9Also ¢Conaniah, 
his brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, and 
Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of 
the Levites, gave to the Levites for Pass- 
over offerings five thousand from the flock 
and five hundred cattle. 

10So the service was prepared, and the 
priests "stood in their places, and the sLe- 
vites in their divisions, according to the 
king’s command. !!And they slaughtered 
the Passover offerings; and the priests 
tsprinkled the blood with their hands, 
while the Levites “skinned the animals. 
12Then they removed the burnt offerings 
that they might give them to the divisions of 
the fathers’ houses of the lay people, to offer 
to the LORD, as it is written vin the Book 
of Moses. And so they did with the cattle. 
BAlso they “roasted the Passover offer- 
ings with fire according to the ordinance; 
but the other holy offerings they boiled in 


34:31 a covenant... to follow the Lor. Very few 
of the kings of Judah promised to follow the Lord 
as Josiah did. After David, only Joash, Hezekiah, and 
Josiah made such public commitments (23:3; 29:10; 
1 Chr. 17:7-14). 

35:3 Put the holy ark in the house... It shall no 
longer be a burden on your shoulders. The ark had 
apparently been removed from the temple. Who 
removed it and when or why is not known, but plenty 
of wicked kings could have done it. Manasseh’s vehe- 
ment opposition to God must have kept the ark in 
constant jeopardy, so perhaps it had been removed 
for protection. The only proper way to carry the ark 
was on the shoulders of the priests (Num. 4:5; 6:1). 
35:6 slaughter the Passover offerings. The Levites 
were standing in for the people in the sacrifice of the 


Passover lambs. This became the tradition from that 
time on, with the result that the priests gained influ- 
ence and power. 

35:13 holy offerings. The other holy offerings, 
distinguished from the Passover offering, were 
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pots, in caldrons, and in pans, and divid- 
ed them quickly among all the lay people. 
4Then afterward they prepared portions 
for themselves and for the priests, because 
the priests, the sons of Aaron, were busy in 
offering burnt offerings and fat until night; 
therefore the Levites prepared portions for 
themselves and for the priests, the sons of 
Aaron. And the singers, the sons of Asaph, 
were in their places, according to the Y’com- 
mand of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jedu- 
thun the king’s seer. Also the gatekeepers 
zwere at each gate; they did not have to 
leave their position, because their breth- 
ren the Levites prepared portions for them. 

16So all the service of the LORD was pre- 
pared the same day, to keep the Passover 
and to offer burnt offerings on the altar 
of the LORD, according to the command 
of King Josiah. !7And the children of Is- 
rael who were present kept the Passover 
at that time, and the Feast of “Unleavened 
Bread for seven days. !8There had been no 
Passover kept in Israel like that since the 
days of Samuel the prophet; and none of 
the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover 
as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Le- 
vites, all Judah and Israel who were pres- 
ent, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 19In 
the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah 
this Passover was kept. 


Josiah Dies in Battle 

20cAfter all this, when Josiah had pre- 
pared the temple, Necho king of Egypt 
came up to fight against 4Carchemish by 
the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against 
him. 2!But he sent messengers to him, say- 
ing, “What have I to do with you, king of 
Judah? I have not come against you this 
day, but against the house with which 
I have war; for God commanded me to 
make haste. Refrain from meddling with 
God, who is with me, lest He destroy you.” 
22Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his 
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face from him, but ¢disguised himself so 
that he might fight with him, and did not 
heed the words of Necho from the mouth 
of God. So he came to fight in the Valley 
of Megiddo. 

23 And the archers shot King Josiah; and 
the king said to his servants, “Take me 
away, for I am severely wounded.” 24fHis 
servants therefore took him out of that 
chariot and put him in the second chariot 
that he had, and they brought him to Jeru- 
salem. So he died, and was buried in one 
of the tombs of his fathers. And all Judah 
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. 

25Jeremiah also "lamented for ‘Josiah. 
And to this day ‘all the singing men and 
the singing women speak of Josiah in their 
lamentations. ‘They made it a custom in 
Israel; and indeed they are written in the 
Laments. 

26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and 
his goodness, according to what was writ- 
ten in the Law of the LORD, 2’and his deeds 
from first to last, indeed they are written in 
the book of the kings of Israel and Judah. 


The Reign and Captivity 


of Jehoahaz 
3 6 Then ¢the people of the land took Je- 
hoahaz the son of Josiah, and made 
him king in his father’s place in Jerusa- 
lem. 2Jehoahaz* was twenty-three years 
old when he became king, and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem. 3Now the king 
of Egypt deposed him at Jerusalem; and 
he imposed on the land a tribute of one 
hundred talents of silver and a talent of 
gold. 4Then the king of Egypt made Jeho- 
ahaz’s* brother Eliakim king over Judah 
and Jerusalem, and changed his name to 
Jehoiakim. And Necho took Jehoahaz* his 
brother and carried him off to Egypt. 


* 36:2 Masoretic Text reads Joahaz. *36:4 Liter- 
ally his ¢ Masoretic Text reads Joahaz. 


the cattle slaughtered for thank, or peace offerings 
(v. 7). 

35:18 since the days of Samuel the prophet. It had 
been almost four hundred years since the days of 
Samuel. 

35:20 to fight against Carchemish. Carchemish 
was one of the last strongholds of Assyria to resist 
the onslaught of the rising neo-Babylonian king- 
dom. The Babylonians and Medes were on their 
way to subdue Haran and Carchemish. Necho, more 
afraid of the Babylonians than the Assyrians, was 
hoping to get to Carchemish in time to assist his 
Assyrian allies in their time of need. Josiah was an 
ally of Babylon, so he went to Megiddo to intercept 
the Egyptians. 

35:21 God commanded me. God sometimes spoke 
to pagan rulers about a course of action He wanted 
them to take (36:22; Gen. 20:6; 41:25; Dan. 2:28). 
Necho did not know the source of his divine leading, 
but God did direct him, displaying His sovereignty 
over even the wicked and unbelieving powers of this 
world (Is. 44:28-45). 


35:22 Megiddo. The major route from Egypt to the 
upper Euphrates was the Via Maris, or Way of the Sea. 
This route went up the coast of Israel before turning 
inland through the mountain pass at Megiddo. It 
crossed the plain of Jezreel, crossed the Jordan near 
the Sea of Galilee, and went on through Damascus 
where it joined the north-south route to upper 
Syria. If Josiah could control the pass at Megiddo, he 
could control the movement of traffic on that vital 
route. 

36:3 king of Egypt. After Assyria’s defeat at Haran 
and Carchemish, the Egyptian army withdrew south 
of the Euphrates, dominating Syria and Judah. Judah 
became an Egyptian vassal state, which explains why 
Necho could depose Jehoahaz and require tribute. 
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The Reign and Captivity 
of Jehoiakim 

5bJehoiakim was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned elev- 
en years in Jerusalem. And he did evil in 
the sight of the LorD his God. 6¢Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came up against 
him, and bound him in bronze fetters to 
ecarry him off to Babylon. 7fNebuchadnez- 
zar also carried off some of the articles 
from the house of the LORD to Babylon, and 
put them in his temple at Babylon. SNow 
the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, the abom- 
inations which he did, and what was found 
against him, indeed they are written in the 
book of the kings of Israel and Judah. Then 
Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place. 


The Reign and Captivity 
of Jehoiachin 

§sJehoiachin was eight* years old when 
he became king, and he reigned in Jerusa- 
lem three months and ten days. And he did 
evil in the sight of the LORD. !9At the turn 
of the year "King Nebuchadnezzar sum- 
moned him and took him to Babylon, ‘with 
the costly articles from the house of the 
LORD, and made /Zedekiah, Jehoiakim’s* 
brother, king over Judah and Jerusalem. 


Zedekiah Reigns in Judah 
llkZedekiah was twenty-one years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jerusalem. !2He did evil in 
the sight of the LORD his God, and 'did not 
humble himself before Jeremiah the proph- 
et, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. 


13And he also “rebelled against King Neb- 
uchadnezzar, who had made him swear 
an oath by God; but he "stiffened his neck 
and hardened his heart against turning 
to the LORD God of Israel. 4Moreover all 
the leaders of the priests and the people 
transgressed more and more, according 
to all the abominations of the nations, and 
defiled the house of the LORD which He had 
consecrated in Jerusalem. 


The Fall of Jerusalem 

15oAnd the LORD God of their fathers 
sent warnings to them by His messengers, 
rising up early and sending them, because 
He had compassion on His people and on 
His dwelling place. !6But pthey mocked the 
messengers of God, ¢despised His words, 
and ‘scoffed at His prophets, until the 
swrath of the LORD arose against His peo- 
ple, till there was no remedy. 

17tTherefore He brought against them 
the king of the Chaldeans, who killed 
their young men with the sword in the 
house of their sanctuary, and had no com- 
passion on young man or virgin, on the 
aged or the weak; He gave them all into his 
hand. !8vAnd all the articles from the house 
of God, great and small, the treasures of 
the house of the LORD, and the treasures 
of the king and of his leaders, all these 
he took to Babylon. !~Then they burned 
the house of God, broke down the wall of 
Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, 


* 36:9 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syr- 
iac, and 2 Kings 24:8 read eighteen. * 36:10 Liter- 
ally his (compare 2 Kings 24:17) 


36:6 Nebuchadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar was 
leading a campaign against Carchemish when he 
succeeded his father. He drove Egypt out of Syria 
and Judah and took some Jewish captives, includ- 
ing Daniel, back to Babylon (Dan. 1:1). At the same 
time, Jehoiakim changed his loyalty from Necho to 
Nebuchadnezzar and remained a trusted vassal for 
three years (2 Kin. 24:1). But then Jehoiakim rebelled 
against Babylon, and in about 602 B.c. Nebuchad- 
nezzar returned to Jerusalem to punish him. to carry 
him off to Babylon. Jehoiakim was not actually taken 
to Babylon since he reigned until 598 B.c. and died of 
natural causes in Jerusalem (2 Kin. 26:6; Jer. 22:18). 
36:7 carried off some of the articles from the house 
of the Lorb. The Babylonian king looted the temple 
of much of its treasure, fulfilling the prophecy made 
to Hezekiah a century earlier (32:31). his temple. His 
temple was the temple of the Babylonians’ patron 
god Marduk. 

36:10 Zedekiah. Zedekiah was the youngest of the 
four sons of Josiah, and the third to rule over Judah 
(v. 1). He became king by Nebuchadnezzar’s appoint- 
ment, showing Judah's status as a Babylonian vassal 
(v. 3). 

36:12 Jeremiah. Jeremiah was the famous prophet 
who composed the Book of Jeremiah, which included 
his words to Zedekiah (Jer. 21:3-7; 32:5). 

36:14 all the abominations of the nations. This 
statement refers primarily to idolatry and all the 


immorality and perversity that went with it. God’s 
covenant with Israel required them to be different 
from the nations in this key respect (Ex. 23:24; Lev. 
26:1; Deut. 4:15-20,25-28; 18:9-14; 27:14—-15). 

36:16 Unbelief—tThere is a line of divine patience 
that a nation can cross, bringing doom upon that 
country. In 586 B.c. Judah stepped over that mark. 
Prior to this God had graciously given His people 
many opportunities to repent of their unbelief. When 
we earnestly pray for our country as commanded 
by God (1 Tim. 2:1-2) we are asking to be kept from 
overstepping the limit of God’s patience. About three 
thousand years ago, Solomon succinctly said, “Righ- 
teousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people” (Prov. 14:34). 

36:17 king of the Chaldeans. The Chaldean, or Bab- 
ylonian, king was Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned 
rom 605 to 562 B.c. He became an instrument of 
God's judgment all through Judah's last years and 
well into the exile (Dan. 2:37-38; 5:18-19). 
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and destroyed all its precious possessions. 
20And xthose who escaped from the sword 
he carried away to Babylon, ywhere they 
became servants to him and his sons until 
the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 2!to ful- 
fill the word of the LORD by the mouth of 
zJeremiah, until the land chad enjoyed her 
Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate »she 
kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. 


The Proclamation of Cyrus 
22cNow in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the 
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mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of eCyrus king 
of Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it 
in writing, saying, 


23 fThus says Cyrus king of Persia: 
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD 
God of heaven has given me. And He 
has commanded me to build Him a 
house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. 
Who is among you of all His people? 
May the LORD his God be with him, 
and let him go up! 


36:20 until the rule of the kingdom of Persia. Cyrus 
conquered Babylon in 539 B.c. and allowed the Jews 
to return to Jerusalem the following year. 

36:21 Jeremiah. In two places (Jer. 25:12; 29:10) 
Jeremiah predicted the exile and its length (Dan. 
9:2). Sabbath. According to the law of Moses, the 
land was to lie fallow every seventh year (Lev. 25:4). 
Judah's exile in Babylon allowed the land to enjoy the 
sabbaths it had missed because of disobedience (Lev. 
26:33-35). 

36:22 the first year of Cyrus. The first year refers to 
the first year of Cyrus’ rule over Babylon, not his first 
year over Media and Persia. He began to rule Media 
and Persia in 550 B.c. Twelve years later he brought 
Babylon under his control and issued his famous 
decree, known from the Old Testament (Ezra 1:2—4) 
and from his own records, the Cylinder of Cyrus. Jere- 
miah’s seventy years were from about 609 to 539 B.c. 
the Loro stirred up. Cyrus was both a mighty mon- 
arch and the instrument by whom God delivered His 
people from exile, returned them to their land, and 
rebuilt the temple (Is. 44:28-45). Like many rulers 


who encountered the living God, Cyrus recognized 
and even extolled His power as the God of Israel, but 
this was not the same as abandoning all other gods 
and following the Lord alone. 

36:23 Providence—God is the Lord of the universe. 
He not only rules over those who are called by His 
name, but He also moves upon the hearts and minds 
of others whom He chooses to use in the fulfillment 
of His purpose. It was part of God’s plan for the Jews 
to be taken captive by Babylon, and for Babylon to be 
taken by Persia. Cyrus had been chosen and ordained 
for his role in returning the Jews to their own land, 
and was even called by name by Isaiah the prophet 
(Is. 44:28; 45:1). Itis not always possible to understand 
the things that the Lord is doing, but we can still 
rejoice in His providence, confident that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right (Gen. 18:25). 
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THE BOOK OF 


EZRA 


> AUTHOR: Although Ezra is not specifically named as the author, Jewish tradi- 
tion attributes the book to him. This seems appropriate as portions of the book are 
written in the first person, from Ezra’s point of view (7:28—9:15). Similar to Chron- 
icles, this book has a strong priestly emphasis. Ezra was a direct descendant of Aar- 
on through Eleazar, Phinehas, and Zadok, and so came from a long and illustrious 
priestly line. It is believed that Ezra had access to the extensive library of written 
documents gathered by Nehemiah and that this was one of the sources used in 
writing this book as well as Chronicles. 

> TIME: c. 538-457 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Ezra 1:3 

> THEME: Many scholars think Ezra and Nehemiah belong together as one book. 
Together they tell parts of the same story. The exile is over and the temple is to 
be rebuilt along with the wall of Jerusalem despite considerable opposition. While 
Nehemiah’s perspective is that of a civil servant and building contractor, Ezra is a 
teacher of the law and a priest, and as such, provides leadership by bringing God's 
Word to the people and by restoring proper worship. When the people respond to 
the Word and reestablish their relationship with God through worship, the building 


process is renewed and completed. 


End of the Babylonian Captivity 
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the LORD “by 

the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LorRD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king 
of Persia, ®so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it 
in writing, saying, 


2 Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: 
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD 
God of heaven has given me. And He 
has ‘commanded me to build Him a 
house at Jerusalem which is in Judah. 
3Who is among you of all His people? 
May his God be with him, and let him 
go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, 
and build the house of the LORD God 
of Israel 4(He is God), which is in 


Jerusalem. 4And whoever is left in any 
place where he dwells, let the men of 
his place help him with silver and gold, 
with goods and livestock, besides the 
freewill offerings for the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem. 


5Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of 
Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and 
the Levites, with all whose spirits °God 
had moved, arose to go up and build the 
house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 
6And all those who were around them en- 
couraged them with articles of silver and 
gold, with goods and livestock, and with 
precious things, besides all that was fwill- 
ingly offered. 

7@King Cyrus also brought out the ar- 
ticles of the house of the LORD, "which 


1:1 first year of Cyrus. This refers to the first year 
of Cyrus’ reign over Babylon. Cyrus the Great, the 
founder of the Persian Empire and the Achaemenid 
dynasty, conquered Babylon in 539 8.c. The events in 
the Book of Ezra were taking place at the same time 
as the latter part of the Book of Daniel, after the over- 
throw of Belshazzar by the Medes and Persians, and 
the absorption of Babylon into the Persian Empire 
(Dan. 5:28,30-31; 6:28). Jeremiah. Jeremiah had 
prophesied that the Babylonian captivity would last 
70 years (Jer. 25:11; 29:10) after which the Lord would 
judge Babylon (Jer. 25:12-14). he made a proclama- 
tion. One hundred and forty years before Cyrus the 
Great was even born, Isaiah the prophet called him by 
name, foretelling the decree he would issue allowing 


the Israelites to return to their homeland (Is. 44:28; 
45:14). 

1:4 let the men of his place help him. The assistance 
that the Israelites were to receive from their non- 
Jewish neighbors in rebuilding the temple was sim- 
ilar to the help an earlier generation received from 
the Egyptians before the Exodus (Ex. 12:33-36). Ina 
sense, the return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple 
was a second exodus (Is. 43:14—21; 48:20-21). 

1:7 which Nebuchadnezzar had taken. See 2 Kings 


1:12 Chr. 36:22, 23 &Ezra5:13,14 1:2¢|s. 44:28; 45:1, 
13. 1:39Dan.6:26 1:5 (Phil. 2:13] 1:6 Ezra 2:68 
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Nebuchadnezzar had taken from Jeru- 
salem and put in the temple of his gods; 
8and Cyrus king of Persia brought them 
out by the hand of Mithredath the treasur- 
er, and counted them out to ‘Sheshbazzar 
the prince of Judah. 9This is the number 
of them: thirty gold platters, one thousand 
silver platters, twenty-nine knives, thirty 
gold basins, four hundred and ten silver 
basins of a similar kind, and one thousand 
other articles. All the articles of gold and 
silver were five thousand four hundred. 
All these Sheshbazzar took with the cap- 
tives who were brought from Babylon to 
Jerusalem. 


The Captives Who Returned 


to Jerusalem 

Now* ¢these are the people of the prov- 

ince who came back from the captiv- 
ity, of those who had been carried away, 
bwhom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Bab- 
ylon had carried away to Babylon, and who 
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, every- 
one to his own city. 

2Those who came with Zerubbabel were 
Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mor- 
decai, Bilshan, Mispar,* Bigvai, Rehum,* 
and Baanah. The number of the men of the 
people of Israel: 3the people of Parosh, two 
thousand one hundred and seventy-two; 
4the people of Shephatiah, three hundred 
and seventy-two; 5the people of Arah, csev- 
en hundred and seventy-five; ®the people 
of 4Pahath-Moab, of the people of Jeshua 
and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and 
twelve; 7the people of Elam, one thousand 
two hundred and fifty-four; 8the people of 
Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five; 9the 
people of Zaccai, seven hundred and sixty; 
10the people of Bani,* six hundred and forty- 
two; Uthe people of Bebai, six hundred and 
twenty-three; !2the people of Azgad, one 
thousand two hundred and twenty-two; 
13the people of Adonikam, six hundred and 
sixty-six; the people of Bigvai, two thou- 
sand and fifty-six; the people of Adin, 
four hundred and fifty-four; !6the people of 
Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight; !7the people 
of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-three; 
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18the people of Jorah,* one hundred and 
twelve; !8the people of Hashum, two hun- 
dred and twenty-three; 2°the people of Gib- 
bar,* ninety-five; 2!the people of Bethlehem, 
one hundred and twenty-three; 22the men of 
Netophah, fifty-six; 23the men of Anathoth, 
one hundred and twenty-eight; 24the peo- 
ple of Azmaveth,* forty-two; 25the people 
of Kirjath Arim,* Chephirah, and Beeroth, 
seven hundred and forty-three; 26the peo- 
ple of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and 
twenty-one; 27the men of Michmas, one 
hundred and twenty-two; 28the men of 
Bethel and Ai, two hundred and twenty- 
three; 29the people of Nebo, fifty-two; 3°the 
people of Magbish, one hundred and fifty- 
six; 3lthe people of the other eElam, one 
thousand two hundred and fifty-four; 32the 
people of Harim, three hundred and twen- 
ty; 33the people of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, sev- 
en hundred and twenty-five; 34the people of 
Jericho, three hundred and forty-five; *5the 
people of Senaah, three thousand six hun- 
dred and thirty. 

36The priests: the sons of ‘Jedaiah, of 
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and 
seventy-three; 37the sons of ¢Immer, one 
thousand and fifty-two; 38the sons of 
hPashhur, one thousand two hundred and 
forty-seven; 2%the sons of ‘Harim, one thou- 
sand and seventeen. 

40The Levites: the sons of Jeshua and 
Kadmiel, of the sons of Hodaviah,* seventy- 
four. 

41The singers: the sons of Asaph, one 
hundred and twenty-eight. 

42The sons of the gatekeepers: the sons 
of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of 
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of 
Hatita, and the sons of Shobai, one hun- 
dred and thirty-nine in all. 

43iThe Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, the 
sons of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, 


* 2:1 Compare this chapter with Nehemiah 7:6-73. 
* 2:2 Spelled Mispereth in Nehemiah 7:7 ® Spelled 
Nehum in Nehemiah 7:7 * 2:10 Spelled Binnui in 
Nehemiah 7:15 * 2:18 Called Hariph in Nehemiah 
7:24 *2:20 Called Gibeon in Nehemiah 7:25 

* 2:24 Called Beth Azmaveth in Nehemiah 7:28 

* 2:25 Called Kirjath Jearim in Nehemiah 7:29 

* 2:40 Spelled Hodevah in Nehemiah 7:43 


24:1-7,11-13; 25:8-17; 2 Chronicles 36:5-19; and Dan- 
iel 1:2. 

1:8 Sheshbazzar. Ezra 5:2 and 5:16 appear to iden- 
tify Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel as one and the 
same person. The name Sheshbazzar occurs in only 
two passages (vv. 8-11; 5:14—16) and both times are 
related to official Persian actions. It is possible, and 
considered likely, that Sheshbazzar was the Persian 
name for Zerubbabel. 

2:2 Nehemiah... Mordecai. The Nehemiah men- 
tioned here is not the same man who rebuilt the walls 
of Jerusalem 90 years later. The Mordecai in this verse 
is also considered to be a different man than the one 
who figured so prominently in the Book of Esther. 
2:40-42 The Levites... The singers... The sons of 
the gatekeepers. The Levites assisted the priests in 


the temple and in teaching the people the law. The 
singers were also Levites and had the responsibility of 
praising God with music (1 Chr. 15:16). Although only 
128 singers returned to Jerusalem, at one time there 
had been as many as four thousand who praised the 
Lord with musical instruments in Solomon's temple 
(1 Chr. 23:5). The gatekeepers were another set of 
Levites who prevented unauthorized people from 
entering the restricted area of the temple. 

2:43 The Nethinim. Nethinim means “given ones” 
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44the sons of Keros, the sons of Siaha,* 
the sons of Padon, #5the sons of Lebanah, 
the sons of Hagabah, the sons of Akkub, 
46the sons of Hagab, the sons of Shalmai, 
the sons of Hanan, 4’the sons of Giddel, 
the sons of Gahar, the sons of Reaiah, 
48the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, 
the sons of Gazzam, “the sons of Uzza, 
the sons of Paseah, the sons of Besai, 5°the 
sons of Asnah, the sons of Meunim, the 
sons of Nephusim,* 5!the sons of Bakbuk, 
the sons of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, 
52the sons of Bazluth,* the sons of Mehida, 
the sons of Harsha, 53the sons of Barkos, 
the sons of Sisera, the sons of Tamah, 54the 
sons of Neziah, and the sons of Hatipha. 

55The sons of RSolomon’s servants: 
the sons of Sotai, the sons of 'Sophereth, 
the sons of Peruda,* 56the sons of Jaala, the 
sons of Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 57the 
sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, 
the sons of Pochereth of Zebaim, and the 
sons of Ami.* 58A]] the "Nethinim and the 
children of "Solomon’s servants were three 
hundred and ninety-two. 

59And these were the ones who came 
up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, 
Addan,* and Immer; but they could not 
identify their father’s house or their gene- 
alogy,* whether they were of Israel: ®°the 
sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, and the 
sons of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two; 
6land of the sons of the priests: the sons of 
oHabaiah, the sons of Koz,* and the sons of 
pBarzillai, who took a wife of the daughters 
of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called 
by their name. 62These sought their listing 
among those who were registered by gene- 
alogy, but they were not found; «therefore 
they were excluded from the priesthood as 
defiled. 68And the governor* said to them 
that they "should not eat of the most holy 
things till a priest could consult with the 
sUrim and Thummim. 

64tThe whole assembly together was 
forty-two thousand three hundred and 


sixty, ®5besides their male and female ser- 
vants, of whom there were seven thousand 
three hundred and thirty-seven; and they 
had two hundred men and women singers. 
66Their horses were seven hundred and 
thirty-six, their mules two hundred and 
forty-five, ®7their camels four hundred and 
thirty-five, and their donkeys six thousand 
seven hundred and twenty. 

68uSome of the heads of the fathers’ 
houses, when they came to the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem, offered freely 
for the house of God, to erect it in its place: 
69According to their ability, they gave to the 
vtreasury for the work sixty-one thousand 
gold drachmas, five thousand minas of sil- 
ver, and one hundred priestly garments. 

70wSo the priests and the Levites, some 
of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, 
and the Nethinim, dwelt in their cities, and 
all Israel in their cities. 


Worship Restored at Jerusalem 

And when the ¢seventh month had come, 

and the children of Israel were in the 
cities, the people gathered together as one 
man to Jerusalem. 2Then Jeshua the son 
of /Jozadak* and his brethren the priests, 
cand Zerubbabel the son of ¢Shealtiel and 
his brethren, arose and built the altar of the 
God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on 
it, as it is ¢written in the Law of Moses the 
man of God. ?Though fear had come upon 
them because of the people of those coun- 
tries, they set the altar on its bases; and 
they offered fburnt offerings on it to the 
LORD, both the morning and evening burnt 
offerings. 48They also kept the Feast of 


* 2:44 Spelled Sia in Nehemiah 7:47 

*2:50 Spelled Nephishesim in Nehemiah 7:52 

* 2:52 Spelled Bazlith in Nehemiah 7:54 

*2:55 Spelled Perida in Nehemiah 7:57 

* 2:57 Spelled Amon in Nehemiah 7:59 

* 2:59 Spelled Addon in Nehemiah 7:61 ¢ Literally 
seed *2:61 Or Hakkoz *2:63 Hebrew Tirsha- 
tha *3:2 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14 


or “dedicated ones.” In 1 Chronicles 9:2, the Neth- 
inim are distinguished from the priests and the Le- 
vites. Jewish tradition identifies the Nethinim with 
the Gibeonites who had been assigned by Joshua to 
assist the Levites in more menial tasks (Josh. 9:27). 
2:63 Urim and Thummim. The Urim and Thummim 
were somehow used to determine God’s will (Ex. 
28:30). It is not known exactly what they were, but 
it has been speculated that they were special sacred 
stones, used for casting lots. 

2:64 forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty. 
The individual numbers listed in chapter 2 add up to 
only 29,818. The difference is accounted for because 
the larger total includes women, who are not named 
in the lists. 

2:65 men and women singers. These men and 
women are thought to be other than the choir of 
the temple (v. 41). They were probably professional 
singers employed for banquets and feasts (2 Chr. 
35:25; Eccl. 2:7-8). It could be that some of the 
Jews achieved prosperity and a degree of luxury in 


Babylon. They had not, after all, been enslaved in 
exile, but only restricted from returning to their land. 
3:1 seventh month. The seventh month was a sacred 
month to the Jewish people. The first day of the 
month was the Feast of Trumpets (Num. 29:1—6), the 
tenth day was the Day of Atonement (Num. 29:7-11), 
and the fifteenth day was the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Num. 29:12-38). 

3:2-3 Jeshua. This is believed to be the same person 
as the priest Joshua mentioned by the prophets Hag- 
gai and Zechariah (Hag. 1:1; Zech. 3:1). 

3:4 Feast of Tabernacles. The Feast of Booths, or 
Tabernacles, was a feast instituted as a remembrance 
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Tabernacles, "as it is written, and ‘offered 
the daily burnt offerings in the number 
required by ordinance for each day. 5Af- 
terwards they offered the iregular burnt 
offering, and those for New Moons and for 
all the appointed feasts of the LORD that 
were consecrated, and those of everyone 
who willingly offered a freewill offering to 
the LorD. 6From the first day of the seventh 
month they began to offer burnt offerings 
to the LORD, although the foundation of 
the temple of the LORD had not been laid. 
7They also gave money to the masons and 
the carpenters, and ’food, drink, and oil to 
the people of Sidon and Tyre to bring ce- 
dar logs from Lebanon to the sea, to ‘Joppa, 
maccording to the permission which they 
had from Cyrus king of Persia. 


Restoration of the Temple Begins 

8Now in the second month of the sec- 
ond year of their coming to the house of 
God at Jerusalem, "Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, Jeshua the son of Jozadak,* and 
the rest of their brethren the priests and 
the Levites, and all those who had come 
out of the captivity to Jerusalem, began 
work °and appointed the Levites from 
twenty years old and above to oversee 
the work of the house of the LORD. Then 
Jeshua with his sons and brothers, Kad- 
miel with his sons, and the sons of Judah,* 
arose as one to oversee those working on 
the house of God: the sons of Henadad 
with their sons and their brethren the Le- 
vites. 

10When the builders laid the founda- 
tion of the temple of the LORD, ’the priests 
stood* in their apparel with trumpets, and 
the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cym- 
bals, to praise the LORD, according to the 
qordinance of David king of Israel. "And 
they sang responsively, praising and giv- 
ing thanks to the LORD: 


s“For He is good, 
tFor His mercy endures forever toward 
Israel.”* 
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Then all the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the LORD, be- 
cause the foundation of the house of the 
LORD was laid. 

122But many of the priests and Levites 
and “heads of the fathers’ houses, old 
men who had seen the first temple, wept 
with a loud voice when the foundation of 
this temple was laid before their eyes. Yet 
many shouted aloud for joy, !3so that the 
people could not discern the noise of the 
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping 
of the people, for the people shouted with 
a loud shout, and the sound was heard 
afar off. 


Resistance to Rebuilding 


the Temple 

Now when “the adversaries of Judah 

and Benjamin heard that the descen- 
dants of the captivity were building the 
temple of the LORD God of Israel, 2they 
came to Zerubbabel and the heads of 
the fathers’ houses, and said to them, 
“Let us build with you, for we seek your 
God as you do; and we have sacrificed 
to Him since the days of Esarhaddon 
king of Assyria, who brought us here.” 
3But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest 
of the heads of the fathers’ houses of Is- 
rael said to them, ““You may do nothing 
with us to build a house for our God; but 
we alone will build to the LORD God of Is- 
rael, as 4King Cyrus the king of Persia has 
commanded us.” 4Then ¢the people of the 
land tried to discourage the people of Ju- 
dah. They troubled them in building, 5and 
hired counselors against them to frustrate 
their purpose all the days of Cyrus king 
of Persia, even until the reign of ‘Darius 
king of Persia. 


* 3:8 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14 

* 3:9 Or Hodaviah (compare 2:40) *3:10 Fol- 
lowing Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text reads they stationed the priests. 
* 3:11 Compare Psalm 136:1 


of the earlier generations’ wanderings in the wilder- 
ness (Num. 29:13-38). 

3:11 Patience—In spite of Israel's history of sin, 
leading to the broken empire, captivity, exile, the 
destruction of the temple and walls of Jerusalem, 
God still had not forgotten His people. Joy filled the 
hearts of the Israelites, for God’s love had endured. 
Patiently, faithfully, He was keeping every promise. 
He is equally faithful and patient to each of us, even 
though we so often miss the mark. He does not give 
us up, but showers us with benefits and never ceases 
to show us His unchanging persistent love. 

4:1 the adversaries of Judah. The enemies of Judah 
were the Samaritans. Esarhaddon (v. 2), who ruled 
Assyria from 681-669 B.c., had transported the con- 
quered people of the northern kingdom to other lands. 
He then brought people from elsewhere into Pales- 
tine. These foreigners intermarried with the Hebrews 
who were left in the land. Their offspring became the 
Samaritans mentioned in the New Testament. 


4:4-5 Persecution—lsrael encountered hostility 
when they returned to their land. At first glance 
it might seem that Israel was at fault for turn- 
ing down help. These people said they had been 
offering sacrifices to Jehovah. This did not mean, 
however, that they had ceased to serve their idols 
(2 Kin. 17:29-35). Whatever their hidden reasons for 
offering help, it would not have been in favor of the 
Israelites. Their underlying hostility became obvi- 
ous as they succeeded in hindering the work on the 
temple. 
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Rebuilding of Jerusalem Opposed 

6In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the begin- 
ning of his reign, they wrote an accusation 
against the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru- 
salem. 

7In the days of ¢Artaxerxes also, Bish- 
lam, Mithredath, Tabel, and the rest of 
their companions wrote to Artaxerxes 
king of Persia; and the letter was written 
in "Aramaic script, and translated into 
the Aramaic language. 8Rehum* the com- 
mander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a 
letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxer- 
xes in this fashion: 


9 From* Rehum the commander, Shim- 
shai the scribe, and the rest of their 
companions—representatives of ‘the 
Dinaites, the Apharsathchites, the Tar- 
pelites, the people of Persia and Erech 
and Babylon and Shushan,* the De- 
havites, the Elamites, land the rest of 
the nations whom the great and noble 
Osnapper took captive and settled in 
the cities of Samaria and the remainder 
beyond the River*—and so forth.* 


11(This is a copy of the letter that they 
sent him) 


To King Artaxerxes from your ser- 
vants, the men of the region beyond the 
River, and so forth:* 


12 Let it be known to the king that the 
Jews who came up from you have come 
to us at Jerusalem, and are building 
the 'rebellious and evil city, and are 
finishing its "walls and repairing the 
foundations. !3Let it now be known to 
the king that, if this city is built and the 
walls completed, they will not pay "tax, 
tribute, or custom, and the king’s trea- 
sury will be diminished.44Now because 
we receive support from the palace, it 
was not proper for us to see the king’s 
dishonor; therefore we have sent and 
informed the king,'5that search may be 
made in the book of the records of your 
fathers. And you will find in the book 
of the records and know that this city is 
a rebellious city, harmful to kings and 
provinces, and that they have incited 
sedition within the city in former times, 
for which cause this city was destroyed. 


16 We inform the king that if this city is 
rebuilt and its walls are completed, 
the result will be that you will have no 
dominion beyond the River. 


17The king sent an answer: 


To Rehum the commander, to Shimshai 
the scribe, to the rest of their compan- 
ions who dwell in Samaria, and to the 
remainder beyond the River: 


Peace, and so forth.* 


18 The letter which you sent to us has been 
clearly read before me. !8And I gave 
the command, and a search has been 
made, and it was found that this city 
in former times has revolted against 
kings, and rebellion and sedition have 
been fostered in it. 2°There have also 
been mighty kings over Jerusalem, 
who have °’ruled over all the region 
Pbeyond the River; and tax, tribute, and 
custom were paid to them. 21Now give 
the command to make these men cease, 
that this city may not be built until the 
command is given by me. 


22 Take heed now that you do not fail to 
do this. Why should damage increase 
to the hurt of the kings? 


23Now when the copy of King Artaxer- 
xes’ letter was read before Rehum, Shim- 
shai the scribe, and their companions, 
they went up in haste to Jerusalem against 
the Jews, and by force of arms made them 
cease. 24Thus the work of the house of God 
which is at Jerusalem ceased, and it was 
discontinued until the second year of the 
reign of Darius king of Persia. 


Restoration of the Temple Resumed 
Then the prophet *Haggai and >Zech- 
ariah the son of Iddo, prophets, proph- 

esied to the Jews who were in Judah and 

Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Is- 

rael, who was over them. 2So ¢Zerubbabel 

the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of 

Jozadak* rose up and began to build the 

house of God which is in Jerusalem; and 

athe prophets of God were with them, help- 
ing them. 

3At the same time ¢Tattenai the gover- 
nor of the region beyond the River* and 

Shethar-Boznai and their companions 


*4:8 The original language of Ezra 4:8 through 
6:18is Aramaic. *4:9 Literally Then ¢ Or Susa 
*4:10 That is, the Euphrates ¢ Literally and now 
*4:11 Literally andnow *4:17 Literally and 

now *5:2 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14 
*5:3 That is, the Euphrates 


4:6 Ahasuerus. When Darius | died (486 B.c.) his son 
Ahasuerus reigned (485-465 B.c.). Ahasuerus’s Greek 
name was Xerxes. This is the same king who appears 
in the Book of Esther. 

4:10 the River. This reference to simply “the River” 
means the River Euphrates. 

4:21 this city may not be built. The Persian king Ar- 
taxerxes ordered the Jewish people to cease their 
work on the temple. Years later at the request of 
Nehemiah the decision was reviewed (Neh. 2:1-8). 


4:24 Darius king of Persia. This is not the same Dar- 
ius as the Darius of Daniel 5 and 6. 
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came to them and spoke thus to them: 
f“Who has commanded you to build this 
temple and finish this wall?” 48Then, ac- 
cordingly, we told them the names of the 
men who were constructing this building. 
5But "the eye of their God was upon the 
elders of the Jews, so that they could not 
make them cease till a report could go to 
Darius. Then a ‘written answer was re- 
turned concerning this matter. 6This is a 
copy of the letter that Tattenai sent: 


The governor of the region beyond the 
River, and Shethar-Boznai, jand his 
companions, the Persians who were in 
the region beyond the River, to Darius 
the king. 


7(They sent a letter to him, in which was 
written thus) 


To Darius the king: 


All peace. 


8 Let it be known to the king that we went 
into the province of Judea, to the temple 
of the great God, which is being built 
with heavy stones, and timber is being 
laid in the walls; and this work goes on 
diligently and prospers in their hands. 


9 Then we asked those elders, and spoke 
thus to them: *“Who commanded you 
to build this temple and to finish these 
walls?” 10We also asked them their 
names to inform you, that we might 
write the names of the men who were 
chief among them. 


1 
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And thus they returned us an answer, 
saying: “We are the servants of the 
God of heaven and earth, and we are 
rebuilding the temple that was built 
many years ago, which a great king 

of Israel built ‘and completed. 12But 
mbecause our fathers provoked the God 
of heaven to wrath, He gave them into 
the hand of "Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed 
this temple and °carried the people 
away to Babylon. !3However, in the 
first year of >Cyrus king of Babylon, 
King Cyrus issued a decree to build 
this house of God. Also, ¢the gold 

and silver articles of the house of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from 
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the temple that was in Jerusalem and 
carried into the temple of Babylon— 
those King Cyrus took from the temple 
of Babylon, and they were given to "one 
named Sheshbazzar, whom he had 
made governor. And he said to him, 
‘Take these articles; go, carry them to 
the temple site that is in Jerusalem, and 
let the house of God be rebuilt on its 
former site.’ 16Then the same Sheshbaz- 
zar came and ‘laid the foundation of 
the house of God which is in Jerusalem; 
but from that time even until now it has 
been under construction, and ‘it is not 
finished.” 


17 Now therefore, if it seems good to 


the king, “let a search be made in the 
king’s treasure house, which is there in 
Babylon, whether it is so that a decree 
was issued by King Cyrus to build this 
house of God at Jerusalem, and let the 
king send us his pleasure concerning 
this matter. 


The Decree of Darius 


Then King Darius issued a decree, ¢and 
a search was made in the archives,* 


where the treasures were stored in Bab- 
ylon. 2And at Achmetha,* in the palace that 
is in the province of >Media, a scroll was 
found, and in it a record was written thus: 


3 Inthe first year of King Cyrus, King 


Cyrus issued a ¢decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem: “Let the 
house be rebuilt, the place where they 
offered sacrifices; and let the founda- 
tions of it be firmly laid, its height sixty 
cubits and its width sixty cubits, 4¢with 
three rows of heavy stones and one row 
of new timber. Let the expenses be 
paid from the king’s treasury. 5Also let 
fthe gold and silver articles of the house 
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took 
from the temple which is in Jerusalem 
and brought to Babylon, be restored 
and taken back to the temple which 

is in Jerusalem, each to its place; and 
deposit them in the house of God”— 


Now therefore, Tattenai, governor 
of the region beyond the River, and 


*6:1 Literally house of the scrolls *6:2 Probably 
Ecbatana, the ancient capital of Media 


5:12 our fathers provoked the God of heaven. 
Although the Jewish people acknowledged that Neb- 
uchadnezzar destroyed the first temple, they traced 
the cause not to his power, but to their sin and God's 
judgment. 

6:2 Achmetha. This city, also called “Ecbatana,” was 
the summer residence of the Persian kings. 

6:3 its height sixty cubits and its width sixty cubits. 
Though the complete dimensions are not given, it is 
likely that the second temple was built on the foun- 
dation stones that were still in place from the time of 
Solomon (1 Kin. 6:2). 
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Shethar-Boznai, and your companions 
the Persians who are beyond the River, 
keep yourselves far from there. 7Let the 
work of this house of God alone; let the 
governor of the Jews and the elders of 
the Jews build this house of God on its 
Site. 


8 Moreover I issue a decree as to what 
you shall do for the elders of these 
Jews, for the building of this house of 
God: Let the cost be paid at the king’s 
expense from taxes on the region 
beyond the River; this is to be given 
immediately to these men, so that they 
are not hindered. 9And whatever they 
need—young bulls, rams, and lambs for 
the burnt offerings of the God of heav- 
en, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according 
to the request of the priests who are in 
Jerusalem—let it be given them day by 
day without fail, !°*that they may offer 
sacrifices of sweet aroma to the God of 
heaven, and pray for the life of the king 
and his sons. 
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Also Tissue a decree that whoever 
alters this edict, let a timber be pulled 
from his house and erected, and let 
him be hanged on it; ‘and let his house 
be made a refuse heap because of this. 
122And may the God who causes His 
iname to dwell there destroy any king 
or people who put their hand to alter it, 
or to destroy this house of God which 
is in Jerusalem. I Darius issue a decree; 
let it be done diligently. 


The Temple Completed and 


Dedicated 

13Then Tattenai, governor of the region 
beyond the River, Shethar-Boznai, and 
their companions diligently did according 
to what King Darius had sent. !4So the el- 
ders of the Jews built, and they prospered 
through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. 
And they built and finished it, according 


to the commandment of the God of Israel, 
and according to the command of !Cyrus, 
mDarius, and "Artaxerxes king of Persia. 
15Now the temple was finished on the third 
day of the month of Adar, which was in 
the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. 
16Then the children of Israel, the priests 
and the Levites and the rest of the descen- 
dants of the captivity, celebrated °the dedi- 
cation of this house of God with joy. !17And 
they Poffered sacrifices at the dedication 
of this house of God, one hundred bulls, 
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, 
and as a sin offering for all Israel twelve 
male goats, according to the number of 
the tribes of Israel. 18They assigned the 
priests to their divisions and the Levites 
to their "divisions, over the service of God 
in Jerusalem, sas it is written in the Book 
of Moses. 


The Passover Celebrated 

19And the descendants of the captiv- 
ity kept the Passover ton the fourteenth 
day of the first month. 2°For the priests 
and the Levites had “purified themselves; 
all of them were ritually clean. And they 
vslaughtered the Passover lambs for all 
the descendants of the captivity, for their 
brethren the priests, and for themselves. 
21Then the children of Israel who had re- 
turned from the captivity ate together with 
all who had separated themselves from the 
wfilth of the nations of the land in order to 
seek the LORD God of Israel. 22And they 
kept the *Feast of Unleavened Bread sev- 
en days with joy; for the LORD made them 
joyful, and Yturned the heart Zof the king of 
Assyria toward them, to strengthen their 
hands in the work of the house of God, the 
God of Israel. 


The Arrival of Ezra 
Now after these things, in the reign of 
aArtaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the 
bson of Seraiah, ¢the son of Azariah, the 
son of ¢Hilkiah, 2the son of Shallum, the 


6:8-10 Moreover. Not only could Tattenai not stop 
reconstruction of the temple, he also had to fund its 
completion. 

6:16 celebrated the dedication... with joy. Some 
have suggested that Psalms 145-148 were used to 
celebrate the completion of the rebuilding of the 
temple. 

6:19 kept the Passover. This celebration must have 
been exceptionally memorable; it was the first time 
since the captivity that the people were able to cel- 
ebrate according to the law, with sacrifices offered in 
the temple (v. 20). 

6:21 the nations of the land. The term probably 
refers to the people who had been transplanted into 
Palestine by the Assyrians. 

6:22 Providence—The situation the Jews faced 
seemed hopeless. But God in His providence caused 
Cyrus to look favorably upon the Jews and allow them 
to return to their homeland. What seemed impossible 


became possible through God. Sometimes it is easy 
for us to forget that even in the worst of times and 
circumstances God is still on His throne. 

7:1-5 after these things. The events of chapter 6 
took place during the reign of King Darius. The tem- 
ple was completed and dedicated in 515 B.c. Chapter 
7 jumps forward many years to the reign of Arta- 
xerxes (464-424 B.c.). Thus, between chapters 6 and 
7 there is a gap of approximately 60 years. During this 
period the events of the Book of Esther took place. 
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son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, ’the son 
of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of 
Meraioth, 4the son of Zerahiah, the son of 
Uzzi, the son of Bukki, the son of Abishua, 
the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest— this Ezra 
came up from Babylon; and he was ¢a 
skilled scribe in the Law of Moses, which 
the LORD God of Israel had given. The king 
granted him all his request, ‘according to 
the hand of the LORD his God upon him. 
7gSome of the children of Israel, the priests, 
tthe Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, 
and ‘the Nethinim came up to Jerusalem in 
the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 8And 
Ezra came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, 
which was in the seventh year of the king. 
9On the first day of the first month he began 
his journey from Babylon, and on the first 
day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, 
jaccording to the good hand of his God upon 
him. !°For Ezra had prepared his heart to 
kseek the Law of the LORD, and to do it, and 
to 'teach statutes and ordinances in Israel. 


The Letter of Artaxerxes to Ezra 
This is a copy of the letter that King 
Artaxerxes gave Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
expert in the words of the commandments 
of the LorD, and of His statutes to Israel: 


12 Artaxerxes,* king of kings, 


To Ezra the priest, a scribe of the Law 
of the God of heaven: 


Perfect peace, "and so forth.* 


13 Tissue a decree that all those of the peo- 
ple of Israel and the priests and Levites 
in my realm, who volunteer to go up 
to Jerusalem, may go with you. 4And 
whereas you are being sent by the king 
and his °seven counselors to inquire 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem, with 
regard to the Law of your God which is 
in your hand; and whereas you are to 
carry the silver and gold which the king 
and his counselors have freely offered 
to the God of Israel, whose dwelling 
is in Jerusalem; !64and whereas all the 
silver and gold that you may find in all 
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the province of Babylon, along with the 
freewill offering of the people and the 
priests, are to be 'freely offered for the 
house of their God in Jerusalem— 
17now therefore, be careful to buy with 
this money bulls, rams, and lambs, with 
their sgrain offerings and their drink 
offerings, and ‘offer them on the altar of 
the house of your God in Jerusalem. 


18 And whatever seems good to you and 
your brethren to do with the rest of the 
silver and the gold, do it according to 
the will of your God. !9Also the articles 
that are given to you for the service of 
the house of your God, deliver in full 
before the God of Jerusalem. 2°And 
whatever more may be needed for the 
house of your God, which you may 
have occasion to provide, pay for it 
from the king’s treasury. 
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And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, 
issue a decree to all the treasurers who 
are in the region beyond the River, that 
whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe 

of the Law of the God of heaven, may 
require of you, let it be done diligently, 
22up to one hundred talents of silver, 
one hundred kors of wheat, one hun- 
dred baths of wine, one hundred baths 
of oil, and salt without prescribed limit. 
23 Whatever is commanded by the God 
of heaven, let it diligently be done for 
the house of the God of heaven. For 
why should there be wrath against the 
realm of the king and his sons? 


24 Also we inform you that it shall not be 
lawful to impose tax, tribute, or custom 
on any of the priests, Levites, singers, 
gatekeepers, Nethinim, or servants of 
this house of God. 25And you, Ezra, 
according to your God-given wisdom, 
uset magistrates and judges who may 
judge all the people who are in the re- 
gion beyond the River, all such as know 
the laws of your God; and Yteach those 


*7:12 The original language of Ezra 7:12-26 is 
Aramaic. ¢ Literally and now 


7:6 a skilled scribe in the Law of Moses. A scribe was 
one who copied and studied the law. After the exile, 
the office of scribe came into prominence, in some 
ways replacing the prophet in importance, and even- 
tually eclipsing the role of the priest. In the Gospels, 
numerous references are made to the scribes as ones 
who were considered spiritual leaders of the people. 
7:9 first month... fifth month. The first month cor- 
responds to March-April, the fifth month to July-Au- 
gust. the good hand of his God. Ezra was grateful 
for God’s protection even more since the route he 
traveled was dangerous because of rebellion in Egypt 
and the fact that spring was the time armies began 
their campaigns. 

7:9-10 Obedience—Ezra followed God's command 
and made his paramount exercise the study, practice, 
and teaching of God's law. The “good hand of his 


God” was upon Ezra, for he “had prepared his heart to 
seek the Law of the LorD.” That same command is for 
us also. We don’t always know when we as Christians 
are being watched by others, but if we are diligent to 
obey, our lives will point to Christ. 

7:22 one hundred talents of silver. One hundred 
talents of silver weighed nearly four tons. One hun- 
dred kors of wheat amounted to about 625 bushels; 
one hundred baths of wine or oil equaled about six 
hundred gallons each. 
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who do not know them. 26Whoever 
will not observe the law of your God 
and the law of the king, let judgment be 
executed speedily on him, whether it be 
death, or banishment, or confiscation 
of goods, or imprisonment. 


27wBlessed be the LORD God of our fa- 
thers, who has put such a thing as this in 
the king’s heart, to beautify the house of 
the LORD which is in Jerusalem, 28and Yhas 
extended mercy to me before the king and 
his counselors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. 

So I was encouraged, as 7the hand of the 
LORD my God was upon me; and! gathered 
leading men of Israel to go up with me. 


Heads of Families Who Returned 


with Ezra 

These are the heads of their fathers’ 

houses, and this is the genealogy of 
those who went up with me from Babylon, 
in the reign of King Artaxerxes: 2of the 
sons of Phinehas, Gershom; of the sons 
of Ithamar, Daniel; of the sons of David, 
aHattush; 3of the sons of Shecaniah, of 
the sons of >Parosh, Zechariah; and reg- 
istered with him were one hundred and 
fifty males; 4of the sons of ‘Pahath-Moab, 
Eliehoenai the son of Zerahiah, and with 
him two hundred males; 5of the sons of 
Shechaniah,* Ben-Jahaziel, and with him 
three hundred males; Sof the sons of Adin, 
Ebed the son of Jonathan, and with him 
fifty males; 7of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah 
the son of Athaliah, and with him seventy 
males; 80f the sons of Shephatiah, Zeb- 
adiah the son of Michael, and with him 
eighty males; 9of the sons of Joab, Oba- 
diah the son of Jehiel, and with him two 
hundred and eighteen males; !°of the sons 
of Shelomith,* Ben-Josiphiah, and with 
him one hundred and sixty males; of 
the sons of 4Bebai, Zechariah the son of 
Bebai, and with him twenty-eight males; 
lof the sons of Azgad, Johanan the son 
of Hakkatan, and with him one hundred 
and ten males; lof the last sons of Adoni- 
kam, whose names are these—Eliphelet, 
Jeiel, and Shemaiah—and with them sixty 
males; !4also of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai 
and Zabbud, and with them seventy males. 


Servants for the Temple 
15Now I gathered them by the river that 
flows to Ahava, and we camped there three 


days. And I looked among the people and 
the priests, and found none of the ¢sons of 
Levi there. !16Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, 
Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Na- 
than, Zechariah, and fMeshullam, leaders; 
also for Joiarib and Elnathan, men of un- 
derstanding. !7And I gave them a command 
for Iddo the chief man at the place Casiphia, 
and I told them what they should say to 
Iddo and his brethren* the Nethinim at the 
place Casiphia—that they should bring us 
servants for the house of our God. !8Then, 
by the good hand of our God upon us, they 
brought us a man of understanding, of the 
sons of Mahli the son of Levi, the son of Is- 
rael, namely Sherebiah, with his sons and 
brothers, eighteen men; !%and "Hashabiah, 
and with him Jeshaiah ofthe sons of Merari, 
his brothers and their sons, twenty men; 
20ialso of the Nethinim, whom David and 
the leaders had appointed for the service of 
the Levites, two hundred and twenty Neth- 
inim. All of them were designated by name. 


Fasting and Prayer for Protection 

21Then I ijproclaimed a fast there at the 
river of Ahava, that we might humble our- 
selves before our God, to seek from Him 
the ‘right way for us and our little ones and 
all our possessions. 22For ™I was ashamed 
to request of the king an escort of soldiers 
and horsemen to help us against the ene- 
my on the road, because we had spoken to 
the king, saying, "““The hand of our God is 
upon all those for °good who seek Him, but 
His power and His wrath are Pagainst all 
those who ¢forsake Him.” 23So we fasted 
and entreated our God for this, and He "an- 
swered our prayer. 


Gifts for the Temple 

24AndI separated twelve of the leaders of 
the priests—Sherebiah, Hashabiah, and ten 
of their brethren with them—*and weighed 
out to them sthe silver, the gold, and the ar- 
ticles, the offering for the house of our God 
which the king and his counselors and his 
princes, and all Israel who were present, 
had offered. 26] weighed into their hand six 
hundred and fifty talents of silver, silver 


*8:5 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint reads the sons of Zatho, Shechaniah. 
* 8:10 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint reads the sons of Banni, Shelomith. 

* 8:17 Following Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads 
to Iddo his brother; Septuagint reads to their 
brethren. 


8:17 Casiphia. The significance of Casiphia is uncer- 
tain, but it is thought that there may have been a Jew- 
ish sanctuary or temple there. 

8:22 seek Him. Ezra knew that God would protect 
him; he wasn’t afraid to “stick his neck out” even 
though it might have been more comfortable to have 
the security of soldiers as escorts. In our own lives, it is 
the same. Our responsibility is obedience, no matter 
what. Our safety is God’s responsibility. 
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articles weighing one hundred talents, one 
hundred talents of gold, 27twenty gold ba- 
sins worth a thousand drachmas, and two 
vessels of fine polished bronze, precious as 
gold. 28And I said to them, “You are tholy 
to the LORD; the articles are “holy also; 
and the silver and the gold are a freewill 
offering to the LORD God of your fathers. 
29Watch and keep them until you weigh 
them before the leaders of the priests and 
the Levites and vheads of the fathers’ hous- 
es of Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers 
of the house of the LORD.” 39So the priests 
and the Levites received the silver and the 
gold and the articles by weight, to bring 
them to Jerusalem to the house of our God. 


The Return to Jerusalem 

31Then we departed from the river 
of Ahava on the twelfth day of the first 
month, to go to Jerusalem. And wthe hand 
of our God was upon us, and He delivered 
us from the hand of the enemy and from 
ambush along the road. 32So we xcame to 
Jerusalem, and stayed there three days. 

33Now on the fourth day the silver and the 
gold and the articles were yweighed in the 
house of our God by the hand of Meremoth 
the son of Uriah the priest, and with him 
was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; with them 
were the Levites, 7Jozabad the son of Jeshua 
and Noadiah the son of Binnui, 34with the 
number and weight of everything. All the 
weight was written down at that time. 

35The children of those who had been 
acarried away captive, who had come from 
the captivity, offered burnt offerings to 
the God of Israel: twelve bulls for all Israel, 
ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and 
twelve male goats as a sin offering. All this 
was a burnt offering to the LORD. 

36And they delivered the king’s corders 
to the king’s satraps and the governors in 
the region beyond the River. So they gave 
support to the people and the house of God. 


Intermarriage with Pagans 

When these things were done, the lead- 

ers came to me, saying, “The people 
of Israel and the priests and the Levites 
have not “separated themselves from the 
peoples of the lands, »with respect to the 
abominations of the Canaanites, the Hit- 
tites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Am- 
monites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and 
the Amorites. 2For they have ctaken some 
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of their daughters as wives for themselves 
and their sons, so that the ¢holy seed is 
emixed with the peoples of those lands. In- 
deed, the hand of the leaders and rulers has 
been foremost in this trespass.” 3So when 
Theard this thing, ‘I tore my garment and 
my robe, and plucked out some of the hair 
of my head and beard, and sat down £as- 
tonished. 4Then everyone who "trembled at 
the words of the God of Israel assembled to 
me, because of the transgression of those 
who had been carried away captive, and I 
sat astonished until the ‘evening sacrifice. 

5At the evening sacrifice I arose from my 
fasting; and having torn my garment and 
my robe, I fell on my knees and ispread out 
my hands to the LORD my God. 6And I said: 
“O my God, I am too “ashamed and humil- 
iated to lift up my face to You, my God; for 
lour iniquities have risen higher than our 
heads, and our guilt has "grown up to the 
heavens. 7Since the days of our fathers to 
this day "we have been very guilty, and 
for our iniquities °we, our kings, and our 
priests have been delivered into the hand 
of the kings of the lands, to the »sword, to 
captivity, to plunder, and to ¢humiliation, 
as it is this day. 8And now for a little while 
grace has been shown from the LORD our 
God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and 
to give us a peg in His holy place, that our 
God may "enlighten our eyes and give us 
a measure of revival in our bondage. 9sFor 
we were slaves. ‘Yet our God did not for- 
sake us in our bondage; but “He extended 
mercy to us in the sight of the kings of Per- 
sia, to revive us, to repair the house of our 
God, to rebuild its ruins, and to give us va 
wallin Judah and Jerusalem. !©And now, O 
our God, what shall we say after this? For 
we have forsaken Your commandments, 
Uwhich You commanded by Your servants 
the prophets, saying, ‘The land which you 
are entering to possess is an unclean land, 
with the wuncleanness of the peoples of the 
lands, with their abominations which have 
filled it from one end to another with their 
impurity. 12Now therefore, xdo not give 
your daughters as wives for their sons, nor 
take their daughters to your sons; and Ynev- 
er seek their peace or prosperity, that you 
may be strong and eat the good of the land, 
and Zleave it as an inheritance to your chil- 
dren forever. And after all that has come 
upon us for our evil deeds and for our great 
guilt, since You our God ¢have punished us 


9:2 taken some of their daughters as wives for 
themselves. Intermarrying with people who did not 
worship the One True God was expressly forbidden 
(Ex. 34:16; Deut. 7:3). While there are instances of mar- 
tiages to non-lsraelites being blessed (Rahab, Ruth), 
these were cases where the woman had clearly taken 
a stand as a believer in Yahweh, renouncing her old 
religion. 

9:13-14 punished us less than our iniquities 
deserve. \srael was guilty and deserved whatever 
punishment God gave them. God would have been 
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less than our iniquities deserve, and have 
given us such deliverance as this, 4should 
we bagain break Your commandments, and 
cjoin in marriage with the people commit- 
ting these abominations? Would You not 
be angry with us until You had consumed 
us, so that there would be no remnant or 
survivor? 50 LORD God of Israel, You are 
righteous, for we are left as a remnant, as 
it is this day. fHere we are before You, 2in 
our guilt, though no one can stand before 
You because of this!” 


Confession of Improper Marriages 
1 Now ¢while Ezra was praying, and 
while he was confessing, weeping, 
and bowing down before the house of 
God, avery large assembly of men, women, 
and children gathered to him from Israel; 
for the people wept very ‘bitterly. 2And 
Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the 
sons of Elam, spoke up and said to Ezra, 
“We have “trespassed against our God, and 
have taken pagan wives from the peoples 
of the land; yet now there is hope in Israel 
in spite of this. 3Now therefore, let us make 
ea covenant with our God to put away all 
these wives and those who have been born 
to them, according to the advice of my 
master and of those who ‘tremble at the 
commandment of our God; and let it be 
done according to the "law. 4Arise, for this 
matter is your responsibility. We also are 

with you. ‘Be of good courage, and do it.” 
5Then Ezra arose, and made the leaders 
of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel 
iswear an oath that they would do accord- 
ing to this word. So they swore an oath. 
6Then Ezra rose up from before the house 
of God, and went into the chamber of Je- 
hohanan the son of Eliashib; and when he 
came there, he ®ate no bread and drank no 


water, for he mourned because of the guilt 
of those from the captivity. 

7And they issued a proclamation 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the 
descendants of the captivity, that they must 
gather at Jerusalem, 8and that whoever 
would not come within three days, accord- 
ing to the instructions of the leaders and el- 
ders, all his property would be confiscated, 
and he himself would be separated from 
the assembly of those from the captivity. 

9So all the men of Judah and Benjamin 
gathered at Jerusalem within three days. 
It was the ninth month, on the twentieth 
of the month; and ‘all the people sat in the 
open square of the house of God, trem- 
bling because of this matter and because of 
heavy rain. !9Then Ezra the priest stood up 
and said to them, “You have transgressed 
and have taken pagan wives, adding to 
the guilt of Israel. 14Now therefore, "make 
confession to the LORD God of your fathers, 
and do His will; "separate yourselves from 
the peoples of the land, and from the pagan 
wives.” 

12Then all the assembly answered and 
said with a loud voice, “Yes! As you have 
said, so we must do. 8But there are many 
people; it is the season for heavy rain, and 
we are not able to stand outside. Nor is this 
the work of one or two days, for there are 
many of us who have transgressed in this 
matter. 4Please, let the leaders of our en- 
tire assembly stand; and let all those in our 
cities who have taken pagan wives come at 
appointed times, together with the elders 
and judges of their cities, until the fierce 
wrath of our God is turned away from us 
in this matter.” 5Only Jonathan the son 
of Asahel and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah 
opposed this, and PMeshullam and Shab- 
bethai the Levite gave them support. 

16Then the descendants of the captivity 


just in consuming them, even to the point of leaving 
no remnant or survivor. But in His great mercy, God 
provided a way out for Israel. In an even greater way, 
He provided a way out for all mankind. Sin is always 
sin, no matter how small it may seem to us. God 
would be justified in destroying us all for only one 
sin. God is just. This means that He cannot tolerate 
sin even a little bit. But He is also more loving, kind, 
and compassionate than we can comprehend. In His 
mercy, He provided the way out. He sent His son to 
pay the price of our sin for us. In this way His justice 
was Satisfied, and at the same time His love provided 
a way to save us. 

9:15 we are left as a remnant. It is true that Israel 
was rebellious and evil at times in her history. Kings 
and Chronicles record how wicked they had become. 
But the people who returned to rebuild the temple 
were a chastened and different generation from the 
one taken into captivity. The men and women who 
went back were determined to obey God's laws and 
would not tolerate idolatry. While the returning Jews 
succeeded in ridding themselves of heathen idol 
worship, they created another problem. They set in 
motion a legalistic system that culminated with a 


people who valued their interpretation of the law 
over the Scriptures. The condition progressed until 
Jesus spoke out against their extremism and their 
lack of mercy and compassion (Matt. 23:1—-36). 

10:3 Fear of God—When one thinks of fear, usu- 
ally what comes to mind is dread and alarm—an 
unpleasant emotion caused by the anticipation of 
danger or a threat. But the fear of God is another 
thing. We tremble and obey Him, not out of dread 
but out of deep reverence for an almighty God. The 
covenant the men of Israel made with God was the 
most binding form of covenant a person could make. 
They were pledging “in the fear of God” to do as they 
promised. 

10:9 the ninth month. The ninth month, Chislev, cor- 
responds to November-December. 
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did so. And Ezra the priest, with certain 
aheads of the fathers’ households, were set 
apart by the fathers’ households, each of 
them by name; and they sat down on the 
first day of the tenth month to examine the 
matter. !7By the first day of the first month 
they finished questioning all the men who 
had taken pagan wives. 


Pagan Wives Put Away 

18And among the sons of the priests who 
had taken pagan wives the following were 
found of the sons of 'Jeshua the son of Joza- 
dak,* and his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, 
Jarib, and Gedaliah. !8And they ‘gave their 
promise that they would put away their 
wives; and being tguilty, they presented a 
ram of the flock as their “trespass offering. 

20A Iso of the sons of Immer: Hanani and 
Zebadiah; 2!of the sons of Harim: Maaseiah, 
Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah; 22o0f 
the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, 
Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah. 

23A1so of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, 
Kelaiah (the same is Kelita), Pethahiah, 
Judah, and Eliezer. 

24A]so of the singers: Eliashib; and of the 
gatekeepers: Shallum, Telem, and Uri. 

25 And others of Israel: of the Ysons of Pa- 
rosh: Ramiah, Jeziah, Malchiah, Mijamin, 
Eleazar, Malchijah, and Benaiah; 26of the 
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sons of Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, 
Abdi, Jeremoth, and Eliah; 270f the sons of 
Zattu: Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jer- 
emoth, Zabad, and Aziza; 28of the “sons 
of Bebai: Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, 
and Athlai; 2%0f the sons of Bani: Meshul- 
lam, Malluch, Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and 
Ramoth;* 3%0f the xsons of Pahath-Moab: 
Adna, Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattani- 
ah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh; #!of the 
sons of Harim: Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchijah, 
Shemaiah, Shimeon, 32Benjamin, Malluch, 
and Shemariah; 33o0f the sons of Hashum: 
Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet, Jer- 
emai, Manasseh, and Shimei; 34of the sons 
of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel, 35Benaiah, 
Bedeiah, Cheluh,* 36Vaniah, Meremoth, 
Eliashib, 37Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasai,* 
38Bani, Binnui, Shimei, 39Shelemiah, Na- 
than, Adaiah, 49Machnadebai, Shashai, 
Sharai, “1Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah, 
42Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph; 480f the 
sons of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Ze- 
bina, Jaddai,* Joel, and Benaiah. 

44A]] these had taken pagan wives, and 
some of them had wives by whom they had 
children. 


* 10:18 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14 
*10:29 Or Jeremoth * 10:35 Or Cheluhi, or 
Cheluhu *10:37 OrJaasu— * 10:43 Or Jaddu 
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THE BOOK OF 


NEHEMIAH 


> AUTHOR: It is apparent that much of this book came from Nehemiah’s personal 
memoirs. The account is extremely vivid and frank. Obviously, 1:1—7:5; 12:27-43; 
and 13:4-31 are the “words of Nehemiah.” Some scholars state that Nehemiah com- 
posed the above portions and compiled the rest. Others feel that Ezra wrote 7:6— 
12:26 and 12:44—13:3, then put together the rest using Nehemiah’s diary. Nehemi- 
ah 7:5-73 and Ezra 2:1-70 are almost identical, but both lists may have been pulled 
from an existing record of the same period. 

> TIME: 444-425 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Neh. 6:15 

> THEME: Nehemiah’s role in rebuilding the temple and the walls of Jerusalem is 
more political than physical, as he deals with the new political situation arising in 
Persia and in Jerusalem. He also serves as the general contractor who pulls togeth- 
er the raw materials and the workers while orchestrating the rebuilding process. 
Within all his work, there is an underlying understanding that he has been called by 
God to do this work and is fulfilling God’s purposes. When the people don't follow 
through with adhering to the law, Nehemiah is just as forceful as Ezra in calling the 


people back to repentance and obedience. 


Nehemiah Prays for His People 

The words of «Nehemiah the son of 

Hachaliah. 

It came to pass in the month of Chislev, in 
the >twentieth year, as I was in ‘Shushan* 
the citadel, 2that 4Hanani one of my breth- 
ren came with men from Judah; and I 
asked them concerning the Jews who had 
escaped, who had survived the captivity, 
and concerning Jerusalem. ?And they said 
to me, “The survivors who are left from the 
captivity in the ¢province are there in great 
distress and freproach. The wall of Jeru- 
salem his also broken down, and its gates 
are burned with fire.” 

4So it was, when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept, and mourned for 
many days; I was fasting and praying be- 
fore the God of heaven. 


5And I said: “I pray, ‘LORD God of heav- 
en, O great and jawesome God, * You who 
keep Your covenant and mercy with those 
who love You* and observe Your* com- 
mandments, 6please let Your ear be atten- 
tive and 'Your eyes open, that You may 
hear the prayer of Your servant which I 
pray before You now, day and night, for the 
children of Israel Your servants, and ™con- 
fess the sins of the children of Israel which 
we have sinned against You. Both my fa- 
ther’s house and I have sinned. 7"We have 
acted very corruptly against You, and have 
onot kept the commandments, the statutes, 
nor the ordinances which You command- 
ed Your servant Moses. 8Remember, I 
pray, the word that You commanded Your 


*1:1 Or Susa_ *1:5 Literally Him « Literally His 


1:1 Nehemiah. Nehemiah, whose name means “the 
Lord comforts,” was a highly placed statesman asso- 
ciated with Ezra in the work of reestablishing the 
people of Judah in the Promised Land. the twentieth 
year. This is a reference to the twentieth year of rule 
of Artaxerxes | Longimanus (456-424 B.c.). It was he 
who had commissioned Ezra to return to Jerusalem 
(Ezra 7:1). Shushan the citadel. The capital, or forti- 
fied royal palace, was built on an acropolis about 150 
miles north of the Persian Gulf, in present day Iran. 
This is the city where Daniel received his vision about 
the rams and goats (Dan. 8:2) and the home of Mor- 
decai and Esther (Esth. 1:2). 

1:2 men from Judah .. . Jerusalem. The journey 
from Susa to Jerusalem, which covered nearly one 
thousand miles, probably took about four months. 


1:5 Obedience—The covenant of God with the Isra- 
elites had been made with the understanding that 
obedience would bring God’s great blessings, and 
the result of rebellion would be curses, one of which 
was captivity (Deut. 28-30). God had been patient for 
a long time, but eventually the nation was overpow- 
ered, and many of the people taken into captivity. 
Nehemiah acknowledged not only the necessity of 
obedience, but the confidence that he had that God 
would answer his prayer because God said He would 
hear and bless the obedient. 
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servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaith- 
ful, I will scatter you among the nations;* 
Sabut if you return to Me, and keep My com- 
mandments and do them, "though some of 
you were cast out to the farthest part of 
the heavens, yet I will gather them from 
there, and bring them to the place which I 
have chosen as a dwelling for My name.’* 
10sNow these are Your servants and Your 
people, whom You have redeemed by Your 
great power, and by Your strong hand. 0 
Lord, I pray, please ‘let Your ear be atten- 
tive to the prayer of Your servant, and to 
the prayer of Your servants who “desire to 
fear Your name; and let Your servant pros- 
per this day, I pray, and grant him mercy in 
the sight of this man.” 
For I was the king’s vcupbearer. 


Nehemiah Sent to Judah 

And it came to pass in the month of Ni- 

san, in the twentieth year of “King Arta- 
xerxes, when wine was before him, that >I 
took the wine and gave it to the king. Now 
Ihad never been sad in his presence before. 
2Therefore the king said to me, “Why is 
your face sad, since you are not sick? This 
is nothing but ‘sorrow of heart.” 

So I became dreadfully afraid, and said 
to the king, ¢“May the king live forever! 
Why should my face not be sad, when ethe 
city, the place of my fathers’ tombs, lies 
waste, and its gates are burned with /fire?” 

4Then the king said to me, “What do you 
request?” 

So I prayed to the God of heaven. >And 
I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, 
and if your servant has found favor in your 
sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to 
the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may 
rebuild it.” 

6Then the king said to me (the queen 
also sitting beside him), “How long will 
your journey be? And when will you re- 
turn?” So it pleased the king to send me; 
and I set him "a time. 

7Furthermore I said to the king, “If it 
pleases the king, let letters be given to me 
for the igovernors of the region beyond the 
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River,* that they must permit me to pass 
through till 1 come to Judah, 8and a letter to 
Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that 
he must give me timber to make beams for 
the gates of the citadel which pertains ito 
the temple,* for the city wall, and for the 
house that I will occupy.” And the king 
granted them to me kaccording to the good 
hand of my God upon me. 

SThen I went to the governors in the 
region beyond the River, and gave them 
the king’s letters. Now the king had sent 
captains of the army and horsemen with 
me. 19When 'Sanballat the Horonite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite official* heard of it, 
they were deeply disturbed that a man had 
come to seek the well-being of the children 
of Israel. 


Nehemiah Views the Wall 


of Jerusalem 

So I™came to Jerusalem and was there 
three days. !2Then I arose in the night, I 
and a few men with me; I told no one what 
my God had put in my heart to do at Je- 
rusalem; nor was there any animal with 
me, except the one on which I rode. 8And I 
went out by night "through the Valley Gate 
to the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, 
and viewed the walls of Jerusalem which 
were °broken down and its gates which 
were burned with fire. 14Then I went on to 
the ’Fountain Gate and to the *King’s Pool, 
but there was no room for the animal un- 
der me to pass. 15So I went up in the night 
by the 'valley, and viewed the wall; then 
I turned back and entered by the Valley 
Gate, and so returned. 16And the officials 
did not know where I had gone or what I 
had done; I had not yet told the Jews, the 
priests, the nobles, the officials, or the oth- 
ers who did the work. 

17Then I said to them, “You see the dis- 
tress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies 


* 1:8 Leviticus 26:33 *1:9 Deuteronomy 30:2-5 
* 2:7 That is, the Euphrates, and so elsewhere in 
thisbook *2:8 Literally house *2:10 Literally 
servant, and so elsewhere in this book. 


1:11 the king’s cupbearer. As the king's cupbearer, 
Nehemiah held an honored position. His constant 
proximity to the king of Persia made him privy to the 
state secrets and personal affairs of the king. 

2:2 face sad. Persian monarchs believed that just 
being in their presence would make any person 
happy. Yet, Nehemiah was about to request the 
emperor's permission to go to Jerusalem, suggesting 
that he would rather be somewhere other than in the 
emperor's presence. In addition to this, it was Arta- 
xerxes himself who had ordered the work on the wall 
to be stopped (Ezra 4:21-23). Nehemiah had reason 
to be afraid. 

2:4 | prayed. Even though Nehemiah had come into 
the presence of the king, he never left the presence 
of God. 

2:8 the king’s forest . . . timber. Jerusalem had 


plenty of limestone for building projects, but timber 
was scarce. 

2:10 the Ammonite. At the time of Nehemiah, the 
Ammonites (Gen. 19:38) had pushed west into the 
and vacated by Judah. The prospect of a strong Jew- 
ish community in newly fortified Jerusalem would 
have seemed threatening. 


1:8P Lev. 26:33 1:99 [Deut. 4:29-31; 30:2-5] "Deut. 
30:4 1:105Deut.9:29 1:11 *Neh. 1:6 “Is. 26:8 
YNeh. 2:1 2:1¢Ezra7:1 ©Neh. 1:11 2:2¢Prov. 15:13 
2:3 4 Dan. 2:4; 5:10; 6:6, 21 &2 Chr. 36:19 fNeh. 1:3 
2:49Neh.1:4 2:64Neh.5:14;13:6 2:7/Ezra 7:21; 
8:36 2:8/ Neh. 3:7 kEzra5:5; 7:6,9,28 2:10/Neh. 


2:19;4:1 2:11 Ezra 8:32  2:13"Neh. 3:13 °Neh. 
1:3;2:17  2:14P Neh. 3:15 92 Kin. 20:20 2:15'2Sam. 
15:23 


522 @ Nehemiah 2:18 
waste, and its gates are burned with fire. 
Come and let us build the wall of Jerusa- 
lem, that we may no longer be sa reproach.” 
18And I told them of ‘the hand of my God 
which had been good upon me, and also of 
the king’s words that he had spoken to me. 

So they said, “Let us rise up and build.” 
Then they “set their hands to this good 
work. 

19But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobi- 
ah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the 
Arab heard of it, they laughed at us and 
despised us, and said, “What is this thing 
that you are doing? vWill you rebel against 
the king?” 

20So I answered them, and said to them, 
“The God of heaven Himself will prosper 
us; therefore we His servants will arise and 
build, “but you have no heritage or right or 
memorial in Jerusalem.” 


Rebuilding the Wall 

Then ¢Eliashib the high priest rose up 

with his brethren the priests »and built 
the Sheep Gate; they consecrated it and 
hung its doors. They built cas far as the 
Tower of the Hundred,* and consecrated it, 
then as far as the Tower of 4Hananel. 2Next 
to Eliashib* ¢the men of Jericho built. And 
next to them Zaccur the son of Imri built. 

3Also the sons of Hassenaah built ‘the 
Fish Gate; they laid its beams and shung 
its doors with its bolts and bars. 4And next 
to them "Meremoth the son of Urijah, the 
son of Koz,* made repairs. Next to them 
iMeshullam the son of Berechiah, the son 
of Meshezabel, made repairs. Next to them 
Zadok the son of Baana made repairs. 
5Next to them the Tekoites made repairs; 
but their nobles did not put their shoulders* 
to ithe work of their Lord. 

6Moreover Jehoiada the son of Paseah 
and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah re- 
paired *the Old Gate; they laid its beams 
and hung its doors, with its bolts and bars. 
7And next to them Melatiah the Gibeonite, 
Jadon the Meronothite, the ‘men of Gibeon 
and Mizpah, repaired the ™residence* of 
the governor of the region beyond the Riv- 
er. 8Next to him Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, 
one of the goldsmiths, made repairs. Also 
next to him Hananiah, one* of the per- 
fumers, made repairs; and they fortified 
Jerusalem as far as the "Broad Wall. 9And 
next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, lead- 
er of half the district of Jerusalem, made 


repairs. Next to them Jedaiah the son 
of Harumaph made repairs in front of his 
house. And next to him Hattush the son of 
Hashabniah made repairs. 

UMalchijah the son of Harim and 
Hashub the son of Pahath-Moab repaired 
another section, °as well as the Tower of 
the Ovens. !2And next to him was Shallum 
the son of Hallohesh, leader of half the dis- 
trict of Jerusalem; he and his daughters 
made repairs. 

13Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah 
repaired the Valley Gate. They built it, 
hung its doors with its bolts and bars, and 
repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as 
far as the Refuse Gate. 

14Malchijah the son of Rechab, leader of 
the district of "Beth Haccerem, repaired the 
Refuse Gate; he built it and hung its doors 
with its bolts and bars. 

1Shallun the son of Col-Hozeh, lead- 
er of the district of Mizpah, repaired sthe 
Fountain Gate; he built it, covered it, hung 
its doors with its bolts and bars, and re- 
paired the wall of the Pool of ‘Shelah by the 
uKing’s Garden, as far as the stairs that go 
down from the City of David. !6After him 
Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, leader of half 
the district of Beth Zur, made repairs as far 
as the place in front of the tombs* of David, 
to the Yman-made pool, and as far as the 
House of the Mighty. 

After him the Levites, under Rehum 
the son of Bani, made repairs. Next to him 
Hashabiah, leader of half the district of 
Keilah, made repairs for his district. 8Af- 
ter him their brethren, under Bavai* the 
son of Henadad, leader of the other half of 
the district of Keilah, made repairs. 8And 
next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, the 
leader of Mizpah, repaired another section 
in front of the Ascent to the Armory at the 
wbuttress. 20After him Baruch the son of 
Zabbai* carefully repaired the other sec- 
tion, from the buttress to the door of the 
house of Eliashib the high priest. 21After 
him Meremoth the son of Urijah, the son 
of Koz,* repaired another section, from the 


* 3:1 Hebrew Hammeah, also at 12:39 * 3:2 Lit- 
erally Onhishand *3:4 Or Hakkoz_ *3:5 Liter- 
ally necks *3:7 Literally throne *3:8 Literally 
theson *3:16 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate 
read tomb. *3:18 Following Masoretic Text and 
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septua- 

gint, and Syriac read Binnui (compare verse 24). 

* 3:20 A few Hebrew manuscripts, Syriac, and 
Vulgate read Zaccai. *3:21 Or Hakkoz 


2:18 God which had been good. Nehemiah empha- 
sized that it was not just his own idea to rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem. The idea had come to him from the 
Lord (vv. 8,12). 

3:8 the Broad Wall. The Broad Wall was proba- 
bly built in the seventh century B.c. by Hezekiah to 
accommodate the influx of refugees from the fall of 
Samaria in 722 B.c. (2 Chr. 32:5). 

3:15 Pool of Shelah. This pool is also known as the 
Pool of Siloam. 
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door of the house of Eliashib to the end of 
the house of Eliashib. 

22And after him the priests, the men of 
the plain, made repairs. 23After him Ben- 
jamin and Hasshub made repairs opposite 
their house. After them Azariah the son of 
Maaseiah, the son of Ananiah, made re- 
pairs by his house. 24After him xBinnui the 
son of Henadad repaired another section, 
from the house of Azariah to Ythe buttress, 
even as far as the corner. 25Palal the son 
of Uzai made repairs opposite the buttress, 
and on the tower which projects from the 
king’s upper house that was by the Zcourt 
of the prison. After him Pedaiah the son of 
Parosh made repairs. 

26Moreover ¢the Nethinim who dwelt in 
bOphel made repairs as far as the place in 
front of ¢the Water Gate toward the east, 
and on the projecting tower. 27After them 
the Tekoites repaired another section, next 
to the great projecting tower, and as far as 
the wall of Ophel. 

28Beyond the 4Horse Gate the priests 
made repairs, each in front of his own 
house. 29After them Zadok the son of Im- 
mer made repairs in front of his own house. 
After him Shemaiah the son of Shecha- 
niah, the keeper of the East Gate, made 
repairs. 30After him Hananiah the son of 
Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of 
Zalaph, repaired another section. After 
him Meshullam the son of Berechiah made 
repairs in front of his dwelling. 31After him 
Malchijah, one of the goldsmiths, made re- 
pairs as far as the house of the Nethinim 
and of the merchants, in front of the Miph- 
kad* Gate, and as far as the upper room at 
the corner. 32And between the upper room 
at the corner, as far as the @Sheep Gate, 
the goldsmiths and the merchants made 
repairs. 


The Wall Defended Against 
Enemies 

But it so happened, ¢when Sanballat 

heard that we were rebuilding the wall, 
that he was furious and very indignant, 
and mocked the Jews. 2And he spoke be- 
fore his brethren and the army of Samaria, 
and said, “What are these feeble Jews do- 
ing? Will they fortify themselves? Will 
they offer sacrifices? Will they complete it 
in a day? Will they revive the stones from 
the heaps of rubbish—stones that are 
burned?” 
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3Now /Tobiah the Ammonite was beside 
him, and he said, “Whatever they build, if 
even a fox goes up onit, he will break down 
their stone wall.” 

4cHear, O our God, for we are despised; 
dturn their reproach on their own heads, 
and give them as plunder to a land of cap- 
tivity! 5eDo not cover their iniquity, and do 
not let their sin be blotted out from before 
You; for they have provoked You to anger 
before the builders. 

6So we built the wall, and the entire wall 
was joined together up to half its height, for 
the people had a mind to work. 

7Now it happened, ‘when Sanballat, To- 
biah, sthe Arabs, the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusa- 
lem were being restored and the gaps were 
beginning to be closed, that they became 
very angry, 8and all of them "conspired to- 
gether to come and attack Jerusalem and 
create confusion. 9Nevertheless ‘we made 
our prayer to our God, and because of them 
we set a watch against them day and night. 

10Then Judah said, “The strength of the 
laborers is failing, and there is so much 
rubbish that we are not able to build the 
wall.” 

UAnd our adversaries said, “They will 
neither know nor see anything, till we 
come into their midst and kill them and 
cause the work to cease.” 

122So0 it was, when the Jews who dwelt 
near them came, that they told us ten times, 
“From whatever place you turn, they will 
be upon us.” 

13Therefore I positioned men behind the 
lower parts of the wall, at the openings; 
and I set the people according to their fam- 
ilies, with their swords, their spears, and 
their bows. !4And I looked, and arose and 
said to the nobles, to the leaders, and to 
the rest of the people, /“Do not be afraid 
of them. Remember the Lord, *great and 
awesome, and ‘fight for your brethren, 
your sons, your daughters, your wives, and 
your houses.” 

And it happened, when our enemies 
heard that it was known to us, and ™that 
God had brought their plot to nothing, that 
all of us returned to the wall, everyone to 
his work. !6So it was, from that time on, 
that half of my servants worked at con- 
struction, while the other half held the 


* 3:31 Literally Inspection or Recruiting 


4:2 revive the stones. When limestone is subjected 
to intense heat, it becomes unsuitable for building. 
The stones from the burned wall would not be use- 
able. 

4:9 Prayer—lt is difficult to work in a hostile envi- 
ronment. Ambition, courage, and preparation are 
important in a situation like this, and so is prayer. If we 
are not careful to ask God to protect us, our fear can 
cripple us as much as the animosity of our enemies. 
No matter how prepared we may be for a crisis, the 


power of God is the ultimate factor in determining 
whether we win or lose. 
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spears, the shields, the bows, and wore 
armor; and the leaders were behind all the 
house of Judah. !7Those who built on the 
wall, and those who carried burdens, load- 
ed themselves so that with one hand they 
worked at construction, and with the other 
held a weapon. !8Every one of the builders 
had his sword girded at his side as he built. 
And the one who sounded the trumpet was 
beside me. 

19Then I said to the nobles, the rulers, 
and the rest of the people, “The work is 
great and extensive, and we are separated 
far from one another on the wall. 20Wher- 
ever you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
rally to us there. "Our God will fight for us.” 

21So we labored in the work, and half of 
the men* held the spears from daybreak 
until the stars appeared. 22At the same 
time I also said to the people, “Let each 
man and his servant stay at night in Jeru- 
salem, that they may be our guard by night 
and a working party by day.” 23So neither 
I, my brethren, my servants, nor the men 
of the guard who followed me took off our 
clothes, except that everyone took them off 
for washing. 


Nehemiah Deals with Oppression 
And there was a great “outcry of the 
people and their wives against their 

bJewish brethren. 2For there were those 

who said, “We, our sons, and our daughters 
are many; therefore let us get grain, that we 
may eat and live.” 

3There were also some who said, “We 
have mortgaged our lands and vineyards 
and houses, that we might buy grain be- 
cause of the famine.” 

4There were also those who said, “We 
have borrowed money for the king’s tax 
on our lands and vineyards. > Yet now cour 
flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our 
children as their children; and indeed we 
dare forcing our sons and our daughters to 
be slaves, and some of our daughters have 
been brought into slavery. It is not in our 
power to redeem them, for other men have 
our lands and vineyards.” 

6And I became very angry when I heard 


their outcry and these words. 7After serious 
thought, I rebuked the nobles and rulers, 
and said to them, e“Each of you is exacting 
usury from his brother.” So I called a great 
assembly against them. 8And I said to them, 
“According to our ability we have fredeemed 
our Jewish brethren who were sold to the 
nations. Now indeed, will you even sell your 
brethren? Or should they be sold to us?” 

Then they were silenced and found noth- 
ing to say. 9Then I said, “What you are do- 
ing is not good. Should you not walk Sin the 
fear of our God "because of the reproach 
of the nations, our enemies? !°J also, with 
my brethren and my servants, am lending 
them money and grain. Please, let us stop 
this usury! !!Restore now to them, even this 
day, their lands, their vineyards, their olive 
groves, and their houses, also a hundredth 
of the money and the grain, the new wine 
and the oil, that you have charged them.” 

12S0 they said, “We will restore it, and 
will require nothing from them; we will do 
as you Say.” 

Then I called the priests, ‘and required 
an oath from them that they would do ac- 
cording to this promise. !3Then ‘I shook out 
the fold of my garment* and said, “So may 
God shake out each man from his house, 
and from his property, who does not per- 
form this promise. Even thus may he be 
shaken out and emptied.” 

And all the assembly said, “Amen!” and 
praised the LorD. ?Then the people did ac- 
cording to this promise. 


The Generosity of Nehemiah 
14Moreover, from the time that I was ap- 
pointed to be their governor in the land of 
Judah, from the twentieth year ‘until the 
thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes, 
twelve years, neither I nor my brothers 
mate the governor’s provisions. But the 
former governors who were before me 
laid burdens on the people, and took from 
them bread and wine, besides forty shek- 
els of silver. Yes, even their servants bore 
rule over the people, but "I did not do so, 


*4:21 Literally them *5:13 Literally my lap 


5:7 exacting usury. It was not wrong to lend money 
to a fellow Jew, or even to lend money at interest to 
a non-Jewish person, but it was forbidden to charge 
interest to a fellow Jew (Ex. 22:25; Deut. 23:19-20). 
The people had already fallen back into disobedi- 
ence. 

5:9 Fear of God—Fear of God is the knowledge that 
God has the right to judge our actions for good or evil. 
It is the basis for keeping the commandments which 
concern other men. We do not murder because it is 
taking the life of one who bears the image and like- 
ness of God. We deal honestly with one another, we 
do not covet our neighbor's possessions, or abridge 
any of his rights, because those things are given to 
him by God, and our neighbor belongs to God who 
created him. If we do not walk in the fear of the Lord, 


we demonstrate our pride and presumption to those 
who are watching us. 

5:11 hundredth. This is probably a reference to the 
interest the nobles and rulers had been charging. 
5:15 former governors. Several former governors 
had paid their own expenses with the people's taxes. 
During his twelve year administration (444-432 B.c.), 
Nehemiah did not collect taxes from the people, 
although as the governor he had the right to. 
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because of the °fear of God. !6Indeed, I also 
continued the Pwork on this wall, and we* 
did not buy any land. All my servants were 
gathered there for the work. 

17And dat my table were one hundred 
and fifty Jews and rulers, besides those 
who came to us from the nations around 
us. 1I8Now that 'which was prepared daily 
was one ox and six choice sheep. Also fowl 
were prepared for me, and once every ten 
days an abundance of all kinds of wine. Yet 
in spite of this I sdid not demand the gover- 
nor’s provisions, because the bondage was 
heavy on this people. 

19tRemember me, my God, for good, 
according to all that I have done for this 
people. 


Conspiracy Against Nehemiah 

Now it happened ¢when Sanballat, To- 

biah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of 
our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the 
wall, and that there were no breaks left in 
it >(though at that time I had not hung the 
doors in the gates), 2that Sanballat and Gesh- 
em ¢sent to me, saying, “Come, let us meet 
together among the villages in the plain of 
dOno.” But they ¢ethought to do me harm. 

3So I sent messengers to them, saying, 
“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot 
come down. Why should the work cease 
while I leave it and go down to you?” 

4But they sent me this message four 
times, and I answered them in the same 
manner. 

5Then Sanballat sent his servant to me 
as before, the fifth time, with an open letter 
in his hand. 6In it was written: 


It is reported among the nations, and 
Geshem* says, that you and the Jews 
plan to rebel; therefore, according to 
these rumors, you are rebuilding the 
wall, that you may be their king. 7And 
you have also appointed prophets to 
proclaim concerning you at Jerusalem, 
saying, “There is a king in Judah!” 
Now these matters will be reported to 
the king. So come, therefore, and let us 
consult together. 


8Then I sent to him, saying, “No such 
things as you say are being done, but you 
invent them in your own heart.” 


Nehemiah 7:1 @ 525 

5For they all were trying to make us 
afraid, saying, “Their hands will be weak- 
ened in the work, and it will not be done.” 

Now therefore, O God, strengthen my 
hands. 

10A fterward I came to the house of She- 
maiah the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehe- 
tabel, who was a secret informer; and he 
said, “Let us meet together in the house of 
God, within the temple, and let us close the 
doors of the temple, for they are coming to 
kill you; indeed, at night they will come to 
kill you.” 

UAnd I said, “Should such a man as 
I flee? And who is there such as I who 
would go into the temple to save his life? 
I will not go in!” 12Then I perceived that 
God had not sent him at all, but that she 
pronounced this prophecy against me be- 
cause Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 
13For this reason he was hired, that I should 
be afraid and act that way and sin, so that 
they might have cause for an evil report, 
that they might reproach me. 

i4hMy God, remember Tobiah and San- 
ballat, according to these their works, and 
the ‘prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the 
prophets who would have made me afraid. 


The Wall Completed 

15So the wall was finished on the twenty- 
fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days. !6And it 
happened, ‘when all our enemies heard of 
it, and all the nations around us saw these 
things, that they were very disheartened in 
their own eyes; for "they perceived that this 
work was done by our God. 

17A Iso in those days the nobles of Judah 
sent many letters to Tobiah, and the let- 
ters of Tobiah came to them. !8For many 
in Judah were pledged to him, because he 
was the 'son-in-law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah, and his son Jehohanan had mar- 
ried the daughter of "Meshullam the son of 
Berechiah. !%Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and reported my words 
to him. Tobiah sent letters to frighten me. 

Then it was, when the wall was built 

and I had chung the doors, when the 
gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites 


*5:16 Following Masoretic Text; Septuagint, Syr- 
iac, and Vulgate readI. *6:6 Hebrew Gashmu 


6:2 the plain of Ono. The plain of Ono was about 
twenty miles northwest of Jerusalem. 

6:10 Shemaiah. Shemaiah was a false prophet, not 
the Levite of the same name who helped build the 
wall (3:29) or the priest who sealed the covenant with 
Nehemiah (10:8). Whether he was pretending to rep- 
resent God, or was speaking with “authority” because 
he claimed that he had inside information, Shem- 
aiah’s strategy was to get Nehemiah sidetracked. 
6:16 Providence—The fact that the Jews were able 
to finish the wall so quickly and with such singleness of 
purpose said even to their enemies that it was God who 
had helped them. God always provides everything we 
need to do His work. It is when we get off on our own 


agendas that we are short of energy and resources. Like 
Nehemiah, we need to pray for God’s direct guidance, 
and then pray to keep our focus on His plan. 

7:1 gatekeepers... singers... Levites. The Levites 
were assistants to the priests (Num. 18:1-4) who 
guarded and cleaned the sanctuary. The gatekeepers 
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had been appointed, 2that I gave the charge 
of Jerusalem to my brother >Hanani, and 
Hananiah the leader cof the citadel, for he 
was a faithful man and ¢feared God more 
than many. 

3And I said to them, “Do not let the gates 
of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is 
hot; and while they stand guard, let them 
shut and bar the doors; and appoint guards 
from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
one at his watch station and another in 
front of his own house.” 


The Captives Who Returned 
to Jerusalem 

4Now the city was large and spacious, 
but the people in it were efew, and the hous- 
es were not rebuilt. 5Then my God put it 
into my heart to gather the nobles, the rul- 
ers, and the people, that they might be reg- 
istered by genealogy. And I found a register 
of the genealogy of those who had come up 
in the first return, and found written in it: 


6 fThese* are the people of the province 
who came back from the captivity, 
of those who had been carried away, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away, and who 
returned to Jerusalem and Judah, 
everyone to his city. 


7 Those who came with ¢Zerubbabel 
were Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raa- 
miah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, 
Mispereth,* Bigvai, Nehum, and 
Baanah. 


The number of the men of the people 
of Israel: 8the sons of Parosh, two thou- 
sand one hundred and seventy-two; 
5the sons of Shephatiah, three hundred 
and seventy-two; 

10the sons of Arah, six hundred and 
fifty-two; 

Uthe sons of Pahath-Moab, of the sons 
of Jeshua and Joab, two thousand eight 
hundred and eighteen; 

l2the sons of Elam, one thousand two 
hundred and fifty-four; 

13the sons of Zattu, eight hundred and 
forty-five; 

Mthe sons of Zaccai, seven hundred 
and sixty; 

Isthe sons of Binnui,* six hundred and 
forty-eight; 
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16the sons of Bebai, six hundred and 
twenty-eight; 

I7the sons of Azgad, two thousand 
three hundred and twenty-two; 

18the sons of Adonikam, six hundred 
and sixty-seven; 

19the sons of Bigvai, two thousand and 
sixty-seven; 

20the sons of Adin, six hundred and 
fifty-five; 

2Ithe sons of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety- 
eight; 

22the sons of Hashum, three hundred 
and twenty-eight; 

23the sons of Bezai, three hundred and 
twenty-four; 

24the sons of Hariph,* one hundred and 
twelve; 

25the sons of Gibeon,* ninety-five; 
26the men of Bethlehem and Netophah, 
one hundred and eighty-eight; 

27the men of Anathoth, one hundred 
and twenty-eight; 

28the men of Beth Azmaveth,* forty- 
two; 

29the men of Kirjath Jearim, Chephi- 
rah, and Beeroth, seven hundred and 
forty-three; 

30the men of Ramah and Geba, six 
hundred and twenty-one; 

3lthe men of Michmas, one hundred 
and twenty-two; 

32the men of Bethel and Ai, one hun- 
dred and twenty-three; 

33the men of the other Nebo, fifty-two; 
34the sons of the other "Elam, one thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty-four; 

35the sons of Harim, three hundred and 
twenty; 

36the sons of Jericho, three hundred 
and forty-five; 

37the sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, 
seven hundred and twenty-one; 

38the sons of Senaah, three thousand 
nine hundred and thirty. 


The priests: the sons of ‘Jedaiah, of 
the house of Jeshua, nine hundred and 
seventy-three; 


oO 
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* 


Bani in Ezra 2:10 


* 


7:6 Compare verses 6-72 with Ezra 2:1-70 

7:7 Spelled Mispar in Ezra 2:2 *7:15 Spelled 

* 7:24 Called Jorah in Ezra 2:18 
7:25 Called Gibbar in Ezra 2:20 *7:28 Called 


Azmaveth in Ezra 2:24 


and singers were also Levites (1 Chr. 9:17-19; 
26:12-19). 

7:3 gates. The gates of a city normally opened at 
sunrise. If an enemy mounted a surprise attack at 
sunrise, he would find a city just beginning to wake 
up. By keeping the gates closed a little longer, the city 
was safer. 

7:4 people... were few. For the size of the city, Jeru- 
salem was underpopulated. Even though it had been 
90 years since people had returned under Zerubba- 
bel to live there, Jerusalem still had a lot of undevel- 
oped space within the walls renewed by Nehemiah. 


7:5. my God put it into my heart. Nehemiah 


a 
s 


ttributed to the Lord the idea of a census that would 
how the distribution of the population. If he knew 


the population pattern in the capital and the country- 


s 


ide, he could then determine which districts could 


best afford to lose a portion of their inhabitants to 
Jerusalem. 


7:2 Neh. 1:2 ©Neh. 2:8; 10:23 4Ex. 18:21 


7:4 Deut. 
4:27 7:6fEzra2:1-70 7:79Ezra5:2 7:34" Neh. 7:12 


7:39! 1 Chr. 24:7 


4 


4 


4 


4 


5 


3 


4 


5 


6 


gq 


40the sons of ‘Immer, one thousand and 
fifty-two; 

4Ithe sons of *Pashhur, one thousand 
two hundred and forty-seven; 

42the sons of 'Harim, one thousand and 
seventeen. 


The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, of 
Kadmiel, 

and of the sons of Hodevah,* seventy- 
four. 


The singers: the sons of Asaph, one 
hundred and forty-eight. 


The gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, 
the sons of Ater, 

the sons of Talmon, 

the sons of Akkub, 

the sons of Hatita, 

the sons of Shobai, one hundred and 
thirty-eight. 


The Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, 
the sons of Hasupha, 
the sons of Tabbaoth, 
47the sons of Keros, 
the sons of Sia,* 

the sons of Padon, 
48the sons of Lebana,* 
the sons of Hagaba,* 
the sons of Salmai,* 
49the sons of Hanan, 
the sons of Giddel, 
the sons of Gahar, 
50the sons of Reaiah, 
the sons of Rezin, 

the sons of Nekoda, 
5Ithe sons of Gazzam, 
the sons of Uzza, 

the sons of Paseah, 
52the sons of Besai, 
the sons of Meunim, 
the sons of Nephishesim,* 
53the sons of Bakbuk, 
the sons of Hakupha, 
the sons of Harhur, 
54the sons of Bazlith,* 
the sons of Mehida, 
the sons of Harsha, 
55the sons of Barkos, 
the sons of Sisera, 
the sons of Tamah, 
56the sons of Neziah, 
and the sons of Hatipha. 


The sons of Solomon’s servants: the 
sons of Sotai, 

the sons of Sophereth, 

the sons of Perida,* 

58the sons of Jaala, 

the sons of Darkon, 

the sons of Giddel, 

59the sons of Shephatiah, 

the sons of Hattil, 


6 


= 


66 


70 
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the sons of Pochereth of Zebaim, 

and the sons of Amon.* 

60A 1] the Nethinim, and the sons of Sol- 
omon’s servants, were three hundred 
and ninety-two. 


And these were the ones who came up 
from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, 
Addon,* and Immer, but they could not 
identify their father’s house nor their 
lineage, whether they were of Israel: 
62the sons of Delaiah, 

the sons of Tobiah, 

the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and 
forty-two; 

63and of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, 
the sons of Koz,* 

the sons of Barzillai, who took a wife of 
the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, 
and was called by their name. 

64These sought their listing among 
those who were registered by genealo- 
gy, but it was not found; therefore they 
were excluded from the priesthood as 
defiled. And the governor* said to 
them that they should not eat of the 
most holy things till a priest could 
consult with the Urim and Thummim. 


Altogether the whole assembly was 
forty-two thousand three hundred and 
sixty, 67besides their male and female 
servants, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred and thirty- 
seven; and they had two hundred and 
forty-five men and women singers. 
68Their horses were seven hundred and 
thirty-six, their mules two hundred and 
forty-five, ®9their camels four hundred 
and thirty-five, and donkeys six thou- 
sand seven hundred and twenty. 


And some of the heads of the fathers’ 
houses gave to the work. "The gover- 
nor* gave to the treasury one thousand 
gold drachmas, fifty basins, and five 
hundred and thirty priestly garments. 
71Some of the heads of the fathers’ 
houses gave to the treasury of the work 
ntwenty thousand gold drachmas, 

and two thousand two hundred silver 
minas. 72And that which the rest of the 
people gave was twenty thousand gold 
drachmas, two thousand silver minas, 
and sixty-seven priestly garments. 


* 7:43 Spelled Hodaviah in Ezra 2:40 


* 7:47 Spelled Siaha in Ezra 2:44 


* 7:48 Maso- 


retic Text reads Lebanah. ¢ Masoretic Text 
reads Hogabah. e Or Shalmai, or Shamlai 
* 7:52 Spelled Nephusim in Ezra 2:50 


*7:54 Spelled Bazluth in Ezra 2:52 
Peruda in Ezra 2:55 
Ezra 2:57 
*7:63 Or Hakkoz 


*7:57 Spelled 
*7:59 Spelled Ami in 

* 7:61 Spelled Addan in Ezra 2:59 
*7:65 Hebrew Tirshatha 


* 7:70 Hebrew Tirshatha 


7:70 drachmas. One thousand gold drachmas would 
weigh about nine pounds. 


7:40/1 Chr. 9:12 
24:8 7:70Neh.8:9 7:71" Ezra 2:69 


7:41 k Ezra 2:38; 10:22 7:42!1 Chr. 
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73So the priests, the Levites, the gate- 
keepers, the singers, some of the people, 
the Nethinim, and all Israel dwelt in their 
cities. 


Ezra Reads the Law 

oWhen the seventh month came, the 
children of Israel were in their cities. 

Now all ¢the people gathered together 

as one man in the open square that was 
bin front of the Water Gate; and they told 
Ezra the ‘scribe to bring the Book of the 
Law of Moses, which the LORD had com- 
manded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought 
athe Law before the assembly of men and 
women and all who could hear with under- 
standing ¢on the first day of the seventh 
month. Then he fread from it in the open 
square that was in front of the Water Gate 
from morning until midday, before the men 
and women and those who could under- 
stand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the Book of the Law. 

4So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform 
of wood which they had made for the pur- 
pose; and beside him, at his right hand, 


stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, 
Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at his left hand 
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, 
Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 
all the people, for he was standing above 
all the people; and when he opened it, all 
the people stood up. 6And Ezra blessed the 
LORD, the great God. 

Then all the people "answered, “Amen, 
Amen!” while ‘lifting up their hands. And 
they ‘bowed their heads and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground. 

7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, 
and the Levites, *helped the people to 
understand the Law; and the people 'stood 
in their place. 8So they read distinctly from 
the book, in the Law of God; and they gave 
the sense, and helped them to understand 
the reading. 

§mAnd Nehemiah, who was the gover- 
nor,* Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 


*8:9 Hebrew Tirshatha 


8:2 men and women, and all who could hear with 
understanding. This is a more specific list of those 
gathered than is usual. “All who could hear” includes 
older children, as well as adults. first day of the sev- 
enth month. The wall had been completed on the 
twenty-fifth day of the sixth month (6:15) so this 
event took place just a few days after the completion 
of the wall. 

8:3 Reading God’s Word—There are many parts of 
the world today that still have limited access to the 
Bible and below-average literacy rates. Even if they 
could obtain a Bible they might not be able to read 
it. Other areas of the world have a well-educated 
population and freedom to pursue any religion they 
choose. Throughout much of history, the only access 
to Scripture was through someone who read it in a 
public or church setting. Today most of the western 
world has access to audio recordings of the Bible or 
to numerous printed versions. Here are some sugges- 
tions to aid you in receiving the greatest benefit from 
reading or listening to the Bible: 

+ Read the Bible prayerfully. Ask the Spirit of God to 
meet your heart’s need as you read (Ps. 119:18). 

+ Read the Bible thoughtfully. Think about the mean- 
ing and implications of what you are reading. 

+ Read the Bible carefully. Take careful note not only 
of the words that are used but also of how they 
relate to one another. 

+ Read the Bible repeatedly. It may be of great help 
to read the same portion over and over again 
each day for a month's time. This is a good way 
for the words to take root in your heart. If you are 
reading a short book, read it every day. Divide 
longer books up into manageable portions of two 
or three chapters and read that portion through 
every day. 

+ Read the Bible extensively. Sometimes it is of great 
help to read large portions of the Word of God 
through at one sitting. If you do this, do it at a time 
when you are alert and not likely to be disturbed 
during your reading. 

+ Read the Bible regularly. \t is good to have a 


particular time every day when you habitually 

give yourself to the reading of the Word of God. 

+ Read the Bible faithfully. Inevitably there will be 
days when you will fail to read the Bible. Do not let 
your momentary lapse discourage you. Faithfully 
resume your practice of reading God's Word. 

+ Read the Bible obediently. Because the Bible is 
God's Word written to you, it is essential to obey it 
(Ex. 42:3). 

+ Read the Bible thankfully. Thank God for the gift He 
has given us in Scripture. Thank Him that you have 
the freedom or the opportunity to read the Bible 
atall. 

8:5 all the people stood up. Standing signified their 
reverence for the Word. This gesture later became 
characteristic of the Jewish people in synagogue 
services. 

8:6 lifting up their hands. The people answered 
“Amen” and lifted their hands, indicating their partic- 
ipation with Ezra in prayer. 

8:9 God’s Word Convicts—One of the great proofs 
that the Bible is really God’s inspired Word is its 
unique ability to convict men and women of their 
sins. There are many biblical stories that point to this 
phenomenon where people realize the extent of 
their sin and the need to repent of it. 

Under Josiah’s rule a copy of God's Word is found 
in the temple. When it is read both the king and the 
people are convicted of their sins in not keeping God's 
law. Afterwards a great revival occurs (2 Chr. 34:14-28). 

When Nehemiah returns to Israel to help the 
returning Jews rebuild the gates of Jerusalem, he 
assembles the people and has the Scriptures read to 
them for three hours a day. This soon causes them to 
confess their sin (Neh. 9:3). 

In the New Testament we see many instances 
where the Holy Spirit uses God’s Word to convict 


7:73 °Ezra3:1 8:1 Ezra3:1 &Neh. 3:26 ¢Ezra 7:6 
8:24 [Deut. 31:11, 12] @Lev.23:24 8:32 Kin. 23:2 
8:59 Judg. 3:20 8:6"Neh. 5:13 ‘Ps. 28:2 /2 Chr. 20:18 
8:7«[Mal. 2:7] ‘Neh.9:3 8:9 Neh. 7:65, 70; 10:1 


Levites who taught the people said to all 
the people, "“This day is holy to the LORD 
your God; °do not mourn nor weep.” For 
all the people wept, when they heard the 
words of the Law. 

10Then he said to them, “Go your way, 
eat the fat, drink the sweet, pand send 
portions to those for whom nothing is pre- 
pared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do 
not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.” 

So the Levites quieted all the people, 
saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; do not 
be grieved.” 12And all the people went their 
way to eat and drink, to “send portions and 
rejoice greatly, because they "understood 
the words that were declared to them. 


The Feast of Tabernacles 

13Now on the second day the heads of 
the fathers’ houses of all the people, with 
the priests and Levites, were gathered to 
Ezra the scribe, in order to understand 
the words of the Law. 14And they found 
written in the Law, which the LORD had 
commanded by Moses, that the children of 
Israel should dwell in sbooths during the 
feast of the seventh month, and ‘that they 
should announce and proclaim in all their 
cities and “in Jerusalem, saying, “Go out 
to the mountain, and Ybring olive branch- 
es, branches of oil trees, myrtle branch- 
es, palm branches, and branches of leafy 
trees, to make booths, as it is written.” 

16Then the people went out and brought 
them and made themselves booths, each one 
on the “roof of his house, or in their court- 
yards or the courts of the house of God, and 
in the open square of the Water Gate vand 
in the open square of the Gate of Ephraim. 
17So0 the whole assembly of those who had 
returned from the captivity made booths 
and sat under the booths; for since the days 
of Joshua the son of Nun until that day the 
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children of Israel had not done so. And 
there was very zgreat gladness. !8Also «day 
by day, from the first day until the last day, 
he read from the Book of the Law of God. 
And they kept the feast "seven days; and on 
the ceighth day there was a sacred assem- 
bly, according to the prescribed manner. 


The People Confess Their Sins 

Now on the twenty-fourth day of «this 

month the children of Israel were as- 
sembled with fasting, in sackcloth, and 
with dust on their heads.* 2Then cthose 
of Israelite lineage separated themselves 
from all foreigners; and they stood and 
dconfessed their sins and the iniquities of 
their fathers. 3And they stood up in their 
place and ¢read from the Book of the Law 
of the LORD their God for one-fourth of the 
day; and for another fourth they confessed 
and worshiped the LORD their God. 

4Then Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Sheba- 
niah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani 
stood on the stairs of the Levites and cried 
out with a loud voice to the LORD their God. 
5And the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, 
Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Sheba- 
niah, and Pethahiah, said: 


“Stand up and bless the LORD your God 
Forever and ever! 


“Blessed be ‘Your glorious name, 
Which is exalted above all blessing 
and praise! 
6 You alone are the LORD; 
hYou have made heaven, 
iThe heaven of heavens, with iall their 
host, 
The earth and everything on it, 
The seas and all that is in them, 
And You &preserve them all. 
The host of heaven worships You. 


*9:1 Literally earth on them 


people of their sin. At Pentecost Peter uses the Scrip- 
tures to rebuke Israel for crucifying its Messiah. The 
result of his sermon is three thousand souls being 
convicted and accepting Christ (Acts 2:37,41). 

8:9-10 Repentance—Once the people understood 
the Word of God, they wept. They had heard the high 
standard of the law, recognized their low standing 
before the Lord, and were convicted. Weeping and 
sorrow for sin are part of repentance. But the other 
part of repentance is change. With change comes joy. 
The joy of the Lord is the joy that springs up in our 
hearts because of our relationship to the Lord. It is a 
God-given gladness found when we are in commu- 
nion with God. When our goal is to know more about 
the Lord, the byproduct is His joy. 

8:17 since the days of Joshua. The reference here 
is to the construction of booths. The people of Israel 
had celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles since the 
days of Joshua (1 Kin. 8:65; 2 Chr. 7:9; Ezra 3:4). 

9:1 the twenty-fourth day of this month. The peo- 
ple’s public worship had begun on the first day of the 
seventh month (8:2). More than three weeks later, the 
people were still engaged in public worship. fasting, 


in sackcloth, and with dust. These are all traditional 
signs of mourning. 

9:2 separated ... from all foreigners. The separa- 
tion was a sacred separation from foreign persons 
who worshiped other gods and whose practices 
might have brought harm to the integrity of the wor- 
ship of the Lord. 

9:3 confessed. When this word is used with God as its 
object, as in this verse, it refers to the praise of God. 
They were acknowledging His attributes and worthi- 
ness of praise. 

9:6 You alone are the Lorb. One of the fundamental 
teachings of Scripture is that God is not one among 
many. He alone is the living God (Deut. 6:4). 


8:9" Num. 29:1 °Deut. 16:14 8:10? Rev. 11:10 
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530 & Nehemiah 9:7 
7 “You are the LORD God, 
Who chose '‘Abram, 
And brought him out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans, 
And gave him the name “Abraham; 
8 You found his heart "faithful before 
You, 
And made a °covenant with him 
To give the land of the Canaanites, 
The Hittites, the Amorites, 
The Perizzites, the Jebusites, 
And the Girgashites— 
To give it to his descendants. 
You Phave performed Your words, 
For You are righteous. 


9 “Youd saw the affliction of our fathers 
in Egypt, 
And rheard their cry by the Red Sea. 
10 You sshowed signs and wonders 
against Pharaoh, 
Against all his servants, 
And against all the people of his land. 
For You knew that they tacted proudly 
against them. 
So You “made a name for Yourself, as 
it is this day. 
11 vAnd You divided the sea before them, 
So that they went through the midst of 
the sea on the dry land; 
And their persecutors You threw into 
the deep, 
wAs a stone into the mighty waters. 
12 Moreover You *led them by day with a 
cloudy pillar, 
And by night with a pillar of fire, 
To give them light on the road 
Which they should travel. 


13 “Youv came down also on Mount Sinai, 
And spoke with them from heaven, 
And gave them Zjust ordinances and 

true laws, 
Good statutes and commandments. 

14 ‘You made known to them Your holy 

Sabbath, 

And commanded them precepts, 
statutes and laws, 

By the hand of Moses Your servant. 

15 You gave them bread from heaven for 

their hunger, 


And ‘brought them water out of the 
rock for their thirst, 

And told them to @go in to possess the 
land 

Which You had sworn to give them. 


16 “Bute they and our fathers acted 
proudly, 
fHardened their necks, 
And did not heed Your 
commandments. 
17 They refused to obey, 
And sthey were not mindful of Your 
wonders 
That You did among them. 
But they hardened their necks, 
And in their rebellion* 
They appointed "a leader 
To return to their bondage. 
But You are God, 
Ready to pardon, 
iGracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, 
Abundant in kindness, 
And did not forsake them. 


18 “Even jwhen they made a molded calf 
for themselves, 
And said, ‘This is your god 
That brought you up out of Egypt,’ 
And worked great provocations, 
19 Yet in Your kmanifold mercies 
You did not forsake them in the 
wilderness. 
The !pillar of the cloud did not depart 
from them by day, 
To lead them on the road; 
Nor the pillar of fire by night, 
To show them light, 
And the way they should go. 
20 ‘You also gave Your "good Spirit to 
instruct them, 
And did not withhold Your "manna 
from their mouth, 
And gave them water for their thirst. 
21 pForty years You sustained them in the 
wilderness; 
They lacked nothing; 


*9:17 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint reads in Egypt. 


9:7 You are the LorD God. The word order of the 
Hebrew text is striking: “You are He, Yahweh (the) 
God.” The use of the definite article marks Him as 
“the true God.” 

9:9 affliction of our fathers in Egypt. The Book of 
Exodus tells about the plight of the Israelites in Egypt 
and their complaint to the Lord for deliverance. It 
then speaks of God’s mercy in His response to the 
people’s need. This verse suggests that before the 
people expressed their hurt, the Lord was already 
aware of their troubles. 

9:11 Persecution—No one asks for or welcomes 
persecution. But history has borne out the fact that 
when believers are persecuted they draw close to the 
Lord. They are keenly aware that they are dependent 
on Him for strength, endurance, and even sustenance. 


Some of the sweetest times with the Lord are the times 
when unbelievers pity us for our tribulation. Times of 
rest bring independence of spirit. This is when it helps 
to go back and remember the things that the Lord has 
done in the past and rejoice, and to remember that He 
is sufficient for future persecution as well. 
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Their ¢clothes did not wear out* 
And their feet did not swell. 


22 “Moreover You gave them kingdoms 
and nations, 
And divided them into districts.* 
So they took possession of the land of 
rSihon, 
The land of* the king of Heshbon, 
And the land of Og king of Bashan. 
23 You also multiplied stheir children as 
the stars of heaven, 
And brought them into the land 
Which You had told their fathers 
To go in and possess. 
24 So tthe people went in 
And possessed the land; 
uYou subdued before them the 
inhabitants of the land, 
The Canaanites, 
And gave them into their hands, 
With their kings 
And the people of the land, 
That they might do with them as they 
wished. 
25 And they took strong cities and a vrich 
land, 
And possessed whouses full of all 
goods, 
Cisterns already dug, vineyards, olive 
groves, 
And fruit trees in abundance. 
So they ate and were filled and grew 
fat, 
And delighted themselves in Your 
great Ygoodness. 


26 “Nevertheless they zwere disobedient 
And rebelled against You, 
aCast Your law behind their backs 
And killed Your "prophets, who 
testified against them 
To turn them to Yourself; 
And they worked great provocations. 
27 cTherefore You delivered them into the 
hand of their enemies, 
Who oppressed them; 
And in the time of their trouble, 
When they cried to You, 
You ¢heard from heaven; 
And according to Your abundant 
mercies 
eYou gave them deliverers who saved 
them 
From the hand of their enemies. 
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28 “But after they had rest, 
fThey again did evil before You. 
Therefore You left them in the hand of 
their enemies, 
So that they had dominion over 
them; 
Yet when they returned and cried out 
to You, 
You heard from heaven; 
And many times You delivered them 
according to Your mercies, 
29 And testified against them, 
That You might bring them back to 
Your law. 
Yet they acted proudly, 
And did not heed Your 
commandments, 
But sinned against Your judgments, 
h‘Which if a man does, he shall live by 
them.’* 
And they shrugged their shoulders, 
Stiffened their necks, 
And would not hear. 
30 Yet for many years You had patience 
with them, 
And testified ‘against them by Your 
Spirit jin Your prophets. 
Yet they would not listen; 
kTherefore You gave them into the 
hand of the peoples of the lands. 
31 Nevertheless in Your great mercy 
'You did not utterly consume them nor 
forsake them; 
For You are God, gracious and 
merciful. 


32 “Now therefore, our God, 
The great, the "mighty, and awesome 
God, 
Who keeps covenant and mercy: 
Do not let all the trouble seem small 
before You 
That has come upon us, 
Our kings and our princes, 
Our priests and our prophets, 
Our fathers and on all Your people, 
nFrom the days of the kings of Assyria 
until this day. 


*9:21 Compare Deuteronomy 29:5 *9:22 Lit- 
erally corners ¢ Following Masoretic Text 
and Vulgate; Septuagint omits The land of. 
*9:29 Leviticus 18:5 


9:26 killed Your prophets. Jesus also directed this 
charge against the rebellious people of His time 
(Matt. 23:31). 

9:30-31 Patience—Nehemiah writes, “You had 
patience with them." This is the same eternal God who 
still patiently bears with His people. Even as born-again 
believers we struggle with sin, and we are thankful 
that He is patient with us as we grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 
3:18). This patience does not mean that He is tolerant 
of sin, but that He knows that it takes perseverance to 
walk as a Christian. He gives us time to grow. Indeed, 
God is patient to the whole world, not wishing for any 
to perish, but for all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). 


9:32 covenant. God’s covenant and loyalty are 
unbreakable (2 Tim. 2:11-13). this day. “This day” 
refers to the time of the great revival under Ezra 
(8:1-2). 
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33 However °You are just in all that has 
befallen us; 
For You have dealt faithfully, 
But Pwe have done wickedly. 
34 Neither our kings nor our princes, 
Our priests nor our fathers, 
Have kept Your law, 
Nor heeded Your commandments and 
Your testimonies, 
With which You testified against them. 
35 For they have ¢not served You in their 
kingdom, 
Or in the many good things that You 
gave them, 
Or in the large and rich land which 
You set before them; 
Nor did they turn from their wicked 
works. 


36 “Here "we are, servants today! 
And the land that You gave to our 
fathers, 
To eat its fruit and its bounty, 
Here we are, servants in it! 
37 And sit yields much increase to the 
kings 
You have set over us, 
Because of our sins; 
Also they have ‘dominion over our 
bodies and our cattle 
At their pleasure; 
And we are in great distress. 


38 “And because of all this, 
We “make a sure covenant and write 
ib: 
Our leaders, our Levites, and our 
priests vseal it.” 


The People Who Sealed 


the Covenant 
1 Now those who placed their seal on 
the document were: 

Nehemiah the governor, “the son of Hac- 
aliah, and Zedekiah, 25Seraiah, Azariah, 
Jeremiah, 3Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 
4Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5Harim, 
Meremoth, Obadiah, &Daniel, Ginnethon, 
Baruch, 7Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 
8Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These 
were the priests. 

9The Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, 
Binnui of the sons of Henadad, and Kad- 
miel. 


10Their brethren: Shebaniah, Hodijah, 
Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, !!Micha, Rehob, 
Hashabiah, !2Zaccur, Sherebiah, Sheba- 
niah, !3Hodijah, Bani, and Beninu. 

4The leaders of the people: ¢Parosh, 
Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, Bun- 
ni, Azgad, Bebai, !6Adonijah, Bigvai, 
Adin, !7Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, !8Hodi- 
jah, Hashum, Bezai, !9Hariph, Anathoth, 
Nebai, 20Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir, 
21Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22Pelati- 
ah, Hanan, Anaiah, ?3Hoshea, Hanani- 
ah, Hasshub, 24Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 
25Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26Ahi- 
jah, Hanan, Anan, 27Malluch, Harim, and 
Baanah. 


The Covenant That Was Sealed 

28dNow the rest of the people—the 
priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the 
singers, the Nethinim, eand all those who 
had separated themselves from the peoples 
of the lands to the Law of God, their wives, 
their sons, and their daughters, everyone 
who had knowledge and understanding— 
29these joined with their brethren, their no- 
bles, fand entered into a curse and an oath 
sto walk in God’s Law, which was given by 
Moses the servant of God, and to observe 
and do all the commandments of the LORD 
our Lord, and His ordinances and His stat- 
utes: 30We would not give “our daughters 
as wives to the peoples of the land, nor 
take their daughters for our sons; 3liif the 
peoples of the land brought wares or any 
grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we would 
not buy it from them on the Sabbath, or on 
a holy day; and we would forego the isev- 
enth year’s produce and the ’exacting of 
every debt. 

32Also we made ordinances for our- 
selves, to exact from ourselves yearly 
lone-third of a shekel for the service of 
the house of our God: 33for ™the show- 
bread, for the regular grain offering, for 
the "regular burnt offering of the Sab- 
baths, the New Moons, and the set feasts; 
for the holy things, for the sin offerings 
to make atonement for Israel, and all the 
work of the house of our God. 34We cast 
lots among the priests, the Levites, and the 
people, °for bringing the wood offering 
into the house of our God, according to our 


9:38 because of all this. The psalm ends in action, 
not just sentiment. The intent was to bring the par- 
ticipants in this time of worship and remembrance to 
a commitment to change behavior and to pledge to 
mirror God's faithfulness. 

10:1 those who placed their seal. The way a per- 
son in official capacity “signed” a document in the 
ancient world was similar to the use of a wax seal. A 
personally distinctive seal was pressed into soft clay. 
The pattern of the seal identified the official who had 
issued the document. 

10:30 would not give our daughters. Marriage 
with non-Jewish people was strictly forbidden in 


Scriptures (Ex. 34:12-16; Deut. 7:3; Josh. 23:12-13; 
Judg. 3:6). Ezra had dealt very decisively with those 
who had married foreign wives, and this was still in 
their memory (Ezra 9-10). 
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fathers’ houses, at the appointed times year 
by year, to burn on the altar of the LORD 
our God Pas it is written in the Law. 

35And we made ordinances “to bring the 
firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits 
of all fruit of all trees, year by year, to the 
house of the LORD; 36to bring the ‘firstborn 
of our sons and our cattle, as it is written 
in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds 
and our flocks, to the house of our God, to 
the priests who minister in the house of our 
God; 37sto bring the firstfruits of our dough, 
our offerings, the fruit from all kinds of 
trees, the new wine and oil, to the priests, 
to the storerooms of the house of our God; 
and to bring ‘the tithes of our land to the 
Levites, for the Levites should receive the 
tithes in all our farming communities. 
38And the priest, the descendant of Aaron, 
shall be with the Levites when the Levites 
receive tithes; and the Levites shall bring 
up a tenth of the tithes to the house of our 
God, to vthe rooms of the storehouse. 

39For the children of Israel and the chil- 
dren of Levi shall bring the offering of the 
grain, of the new wine and the oil, to the 
storerooms where the articles of the sanc- 
tuary are, where the priests who minister 
and the gatekeepers xand the singers are; 
and we will not Yneglect the house of our 
God. 


The People Dwelling in Jerusalem 
1 1 Now the leaders of the people dwelt at 
Jerusalem; the rest of the people cast 
lots to bring one out of ten to dwell in Jeru- 
salem, “the holy city, and nine-tenths were 
to dwell in other cities. 2And the people 
blessed all the men who willingly offered 
themselves to dwell at Jerusalem. 

3cThese are the heads of the province 
who dwelt in Jerusalem. (But in the cities 
of Judah everyone dwelt in his own pos- 
session in their cities—Israelites, priests, 
Levites, ¢Nethinim, and ¢descendants of 
Solomon’s servants.) 4Also fin Jerusalem 
dwelt some of the children of Judah and of 
the children of Benjamin. 

The children of Judah: Athaiah the son 
of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah, the son of 
Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the son of 
Mahalalel, of the children of sPerez; 5and 
Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of 
Col-Hozeh, the son of Hazaiah, the son of 
Adaiah, the son of Joiarib, the son of Zech- 
ariah, the son of Shiloni. ®All the sons of 
Perez who dwelt at Jerusalem were four 
hundred and sixty-eight valiant men. 


Nehemiah 11:23 @ 533 


7And these are the sons of Benjamin: 
Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of 
Joed, the son of Pedaiah, the son of Ko- 
laiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, 
the son of Jeshaiah; 8and after him Gabbai 
and Sallai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 
§Joel the son of Zichri was their overseer, 
and Judah the son of Senuah* was second 
over the city. 

10hOf the priests: Jedaiah the son of Joia- 
rib, and Jachin; !!Seraiah the son of Hilki- 
ah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, 
the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, 
was the leader of the house of God. !2Their 
brethren who did the work of the house 
were eight hundred and twenty-two; and 
Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pela- 
liah, the son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, 
the son of Pashhur, the son of Malchijah, 
Band his brethren, heads of the fathers’ 
houses, were two hundred and forty-two; 
and Amashai the son of Azarel, the son of 
Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of 
Immer, and their brethren, mighty men of 
valor, were one hundred and twenty-eight. 
Their overseer was Zabdiel the son of one 
of the great men.* 

15Also of the Levites: Shemaiah the son 
of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; !6Shabbethai 
and iJozabad, of the heads of the Levites, 
had the oversight of "the business outside 
of the house of God; !7Mattaniah the son of 
Micha,* the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, 
the leader who began the thanksgiving 
with prayer; Bakbukiah, the second among 
his brethren; and Abda the son of Sham- 
mua, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 
18A 1] the Levites in 'the holy city were two 
hundred and eighty-four. 

19Moreover the gatekeepers, Akkub, 
Talmon, and their brethren who kept 
the gates, were one hundred and seventy- 
two. 

20And the rest of Israel, of the priests 
and Levites, were in all the cities of Judah, 
everyone in his inheritance. 21™But the 
Nethinim dwelt in Ophel. And Ziha and 
Gishpa were over the Nethinim. 

22Also the overseer of the Levites at 
Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the 
son of Hashabiah, the son of Mattaniah, 
the son of Micha, of the sons of Asaph, 
the singers in charge of the service of 
the house of God. 28For "it was the king’s 
command concerning them that a certain 


*11:9 Or Hassenuah * 11:14 Or the son of 
Haggedolim *11:17 Or Michah 


11:1 cast lots. Casting lots was considered a good 
way to determine God's will when there was no other 
clear direction. Solomon wrote, “The lot is cast into 
the lap, but its every decision is from the Lorb” (Prov. 
16:33). one out of ten. This was the proportion deter- 
mined in order to bring the population of Jerusalem 
to the level deemed necessary for its strength and 
viability. 


10:34P Lev.6:12 10:35 4Ex. 23:19;34:26 10:36'Ex. 
13:2,12,13 10:37 5Lev. 23:17 tLev.27:30 10:384Num. 
18:26 ¥1Chr.9:26 10:39” Deut. 12:6, 11 *Neh. 

13:10, 11 ¥[Heb. 10:25] 11:1 @ Matt. 4:5; 5:35; 27:53 
11:26Judg.5:9  11:3¢1 Chr. 9:2,3 Ezra 2:43 ¢Ezra 

2:55 11:4/1 Chr. 9:3 9Gen. 38:29 11:10/1 Chr. 9:10 
11:16 Ezra 10:15 /Ezra 8:33 ‘1 Chr.26:29  11:18/Neh. 
11:1 11:21™Neh. 3:26 = 11:23 "Ezra 6:8, 9; 7:20 


534 @ Nehemiah 11:24 

portion should be for the singers, a quota 
day by day. 24Pethahiah the son of Meshez- 
abel, of the children of °Zerah the son of Ju- 
dah, was Pthe king’s deputy* in all matters 
concerning the people. 


The People Dwelling Outside 
Jerusalem 

25And as for the villages with their 
fields, some of the children of Judah dwelt 
in 9Kirjath Arba and its villages, Dibon 
and its villages, Jekabzeel and its villages; 
26in Jeshua, Moladah, Beth Pelet, 27Hazar 
Shual, and Beersheba and its villages; 28in 
Ziklag and Meconah and its villages; 29in 
En Rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth, 2°Zanoah, 
Adullam, and their villages; in Lachish 
and its fields; in Azekah and its villages. 
They dwelt from Beersheba to the Valley 
of Hinnom. 

31Also the children of Benjamin from 
Geba dwelt in Michmash, Aija, and Beth- 
el, and their villages; 32in Anathoth, Nob, 
Ananiah; 33in Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim; 34in 
Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat; 35in Lod, Ono, 
and 'the Valley of Craftsmen. 36Some of 
the Judean divisions of Levites were in 
Benjamin. 


The Priests and Levites 
1 Now these are the ¢priests and the Le- 
vites who came up with >Zerubbabel 

the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: ¢Seraiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezra, 2Amariah, Malluch, Hat- 
tush, 3Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 
4Tddo, Ginnethoi,* ¢Abijah, 5Mijamin, Maa- 
diah, Bilgah, 6Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, 
7Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. 

These were the heads of the priests and 
their brethren in the days of eJeshua. 

8Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Bin- 
nui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mat- 
taniah fwho led the thanksgiving psalms, 
he and his brethren. 9Also Bakbukiah and 
Unni, their brethren, stood across from 
them in their duties. 

l0Jeshua begot Joiakim, Joiakim begot 
Eliashib, Eliashib begot Joiada, "Joiada 
begot Jonathan, and Jonathan begot Jad- 
dua. 

12Now in the days of Joiakim, the priests, 
the gheads of the fathers’ houses were: 
of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, Hana- 
niah; 130f Ezra, Meshullam; of Amariah, 


Jehohanan; of Melichu,* Jonathan; of 
Shebaniah,* Joseph; of Harim,* Adna; 
of Meraioth,* Helkai; !%of Iddo, Zechari- 
ah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; !’of Abijah, 
Zichri; the son of Minjamin;* of Moadiah,* 
Piltai; 8of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, 
Jehonathan; !%of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Je- 
daiah, Uzzi; 2°of Sallai,* Kallai; of Amok, 
Eber; 2!of Hilkiah, Hashabiah; and of Je- 
daiah, Nethanel. 

22During the reign of Darius the Per- 
sian, a record was also kept of the Levites 
and priests who had been “heads of their 
fathers’ houses in the days of Eliashib, 
Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua. 23The sons 
of Levi, the heads of the fathers’ hous- 
es until the days of Johanan the son of 
Eliashib, were written in the book of the 
ichronicles. 

24And the heads of the Levites were 
Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the 
son of Kadmiel, with their brothers across 
from them, to ‘praise and give thanks, 
kgroup alternating with group, ‘accord- 
ing to the command of David the man of 
God. 25Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, 
Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were 
gatekeepers keeping the watch at the 
storerooms of the gates. 26These lived in 
the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, the 
son of Jozadak,* and in the days of Nehe- 
miah ™the governor, and of Ezra the priest, 
nthe scribe. 


Nehemiah Dedicates the Wall 

27Now at the dedication of the wall of 
Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in 
all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the dedication with gladness, 
pboth with thanksgivings and singing, 
with cymbals and stringed instruments 
and harps. 28And the sons of the singers 
gathered together from the countryside 
around Jerusalem, from the ¢villages of the 
Netophathites, 29from the house of Gilgal, 
and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth; 


* 11:24 Literally at the king’shand *12:4 Or 
Ginnethon (compare verse 16) * 12:14 Or Mal- 
luch (compare verse 2) ® Or Shechaniah (compare 
verse 3) *12:15 Or Rehum (compare verse 3) 

e Or Meremoth (compare verse 3) * 12:17 Or 
Mijamin (compare verse 5) ¢ Or Maadiah (com- 
pare verse 5) *12:20 Or Sallu (compare verse 7) 
* 12:26 Spelled Jehozadak in 1 Chronicles 6:14 


11:25 Kirjath Arba. Kirjath Arba is another name for 
Hebron. 

12:1 Zerubbabel. The return of Zerubbabel is 
recorded in Ezra 1-6. Jeshua. Jeshua is Joshua the 
priest. Ezra. This is not the priest who wrote the book 
of the same name. 

12:22 Darius. Darius refers to Darius II (Nothus), who 
ruled Persia from 423 to 405 B.c. 

12:23 the book of the chronicles. The book of the 
chronicles was not the biblical book, but an official 
record of the heads of the fathers’ houses. 

12:27 dedication of the wall. After the completion 


of Jerusalem's wall (ch. 6), the people repented and 
renewed their commitment to the Lord (chs. 8-10). 
The repopulation of Jerusalem was ordered, so the 
dedication was delayed. 
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for the singers had built themselves vil- 
lages all around Jerusalem. 29Then the 
priests and Levites "purified themselves, 
and purified the people, the gates, and the 
wall. 

31So I brought the leaders of Judah up on 
the wall, and appointed two large thanks- 
giving choirs. sOne went to the right hand 
on the wall ttoward the Refuse Gate. 32Af- 
ter them went Hoshaiah and half of the 
leaders of Judah, 33and Azariah, Ezra, 
Meshullam, 34Judah, Benjamin, Shema- 
iah, Jeremiah, 35and some of the priests’ 
sons “with trumpets—Zechariah the son 
of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, the son 
of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the 
son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36and his 
brethren, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gi- 
lalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, 
with ’the musical “instruments of David 
the man of God. And Ezra the scribe went 
before them. 37xBy the Fountain Gate, in 
front of them, they went up Ythe stairs of 
the 2City of David, on the stairway of the 
wall, beyond the house of David, as far as 
athe Water Gate eastward. 

38bThe other thanksgiving choir went 
the opposite way, and I was behind them 
with half of the people on the wall, going 
past the ©Tower of the Ovens as far as 
athe Broad Wall, 3%eand above the Gate 
of Ephraim, above fthe Old Gate, above 
£the Fish Gate, "the Tower of Hananel, the 
Tower of the Hundred, as far as ‘the Sheep 
Gate; and they stopped by ‘the Gate of the 
Prison. 

40So the two thanksgiving choirs stood 
in the house of God, likewise I and the half 
of the rulers with me; “land the priests, 
Eliakim, Maaseiah, Minjamin,* Michaiah, 
Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with 
trumpets; 42also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, 
Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, 
Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly 
with Jezrahiah the director. 

43A1so that day they offered great sacri- 
fices, and rejoiced, for God had made them 
rejoice with great joy; the women and the 
children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Je- 
rusalem was heard afar off. 
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Temple Responsibilities 

441And at the same time some were ap- 
pointed over the rooms of the storehouse 
for the offerings, the firstfruits, and the 
mtithes, to gather into them from the fields 
of the cities the portions specified by the 
Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah 
rejoiced over the priests and Levites who 
ministered. 45Both the singers and the gate- 
keepers kept the charge of their God and 
the charge of the purification, "according 
to the command of David and Solomon his 
son. 46For in the days of David °and Asaph 
of old there were chiefs of the singers, and 
songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 
47]n the days of Zerubbabel and in the days 
of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for 
the singers and the gatekeepers, a portion 
for Peach day. ¢They also consecrated holy 
things for the Levites, 'and the Levites con- 
secrated them for the children of Aaron. 


Principles of Separation 
1 On that day ¢they read from the Book 
of Moses in the hearing of the people, 
and in it was found written >that no Am- 
monite or Moabite should ever come into 
the assembly of God, because they had not 
met the children of Israel with bread and 
water, but chired Balaam against them to 
curse them. ¢However, our God turned the 
curse into a blessing. 3So it was, when they 
had heard the Law, ¢that they separated all 
the mixed multitude from Israel. 


The Reforms of Nehemiah 

4Now before this, /Eliashib the priest, 
having authority over the storerooms of 
the house of our God, was allied with ?To- 
biah. 5And he had prepared for him a large 
room, "where previously they had stored 
the grain offerings, the frankincense, the 
articles, the tithes of grain, the new wine 
and oil, ‘which were commanded to be 
given to the Levites and singers and gate- 
keepers, and the offerings for the priests. 
6But during all this I was not in Jerusalem, 
ifor in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes 
king of Babylon I had returned to the king. 


* 12:41 Or Mijamin (compare verse 5) 


12:31-46 Praise—Nehemiah choreographed a 
dramatic demonstration of praise, thanksgiving, 
and celebration on top of the wall. It was a whole- 
hearted celebration to the Lord, and a visible victory 
dance before Israel’s enemies. This time of praise had 
been preceded by repentance and reorganization of 
their duties to the temple and the city of Jerusalem. 
Praise that rises deep in the heart is always praise that 
comes from knowing that we are in good standing 
with God. We have repented of our sins and set our 
hearts and minds on obedience. God is good, His 
ways are infinitely right, and He is worthy of all of our 
enthusiastic worship. 

12:43 sacrifices. The sacrifices offered at the dedica- 
tion of the wall probably were not burnt offerings, but 
peace offerings in which the people shared a common 


meal. The dedication was an occasion for great rejoic- 
ing, and men, women, and children took part. 
13:4-9 Tobiah. Tobiah was an Ammonite (2:10). 
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Then after certain days I obtained leave 
from the king, 7and I came to Jerusalem 
and discovered the evil that Eliashib had 
done for Tobiah, in *preparing a room for 
him in the courts of the house of God. 8And 
it grieved me bitterly; therefore I threw all 
the household goods of Tobiah out of the 
room. 9Then I commanded them to !cleanse 
the rooms; and I brought back into them 
the articles of the house of God, with the 
grain offering and the frankincense. 

10] also realized that the portions for 
the Levites had “not been given them; for 
each of the Levites and the singers who 
did the work had gone back to “his field. 
11So0 °I contended with the rulers, and said, 
pb“Why is the house of God forsaken?” And 
I gathered them together and set them in 
their place. !2¢Then all Judah brought the 
tithe of the grain and the new wine and the 
oil to the storehouse. !8"And I appointed as 
treasurers over the storehouse Shelemiah 
the priest and Zadok the scribe, and of the 
Levites, Pedaiah; and next to them was Ha- 
nan the son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah; 
for they were considered sfaithful, and their 
task was to distribute to their brethren. 

14tRemember me, O my God, concerning 
this, and do not wipe out my good deeds 
that I have done for the house of my God, 
and for its services! 

15In those days I saw people in Judah 
treading winepresses “on the Sabbath, 
and bringing in sheaves, and loading 
donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all 
kinds of burdens, Ywhich they brought 
into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I 
warned them about the day on which they 
were selling provisions. 16Men of Tyre 
dwelt there also, who brought in fish and 
all kinds of goods, and sold them on the 
Sabbath to the children of Judah, and in 
Jerusalem. 

17Then I contended with the nobles of 
Judah, and said to them, “What evil thing 
is this that you do, by which you profane 
the Sabbath day? !8wDid not your fathers 
do thus, and did not our God bring all this 
disaster on us and on this city? Yet you 
bring added wrath on Israel by profaning 
the Sabbath.” 

19So it was, at the gates of Jerusalem, as 
it ~began to be dark before the Sabbath, 


that I commanded the gates to be shut, and 
charged that they must not be opened till 
after the Sabbath. yThen I posted some of 
my servants at the gates, so that no bur- 
dens would be brought in on the Sabbath 
day. 20Now the merchants and sellers of all 
kinds of wares lodged outside Jerusalem 
once or twice. 

21Then I warned them, and said to them, 
“Why do you spend the night around the 
wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands 
on you!” From that time on they came no 
more on the Sabbath. 22And I commanded 
the Levites that 2they should cleanse them- 
selves, and that they should go and guard 
the gates, to sanctify the Sabbath day. 

Remember me, O my God, concerning 
this also, and spare me according to the 
greatness of Your mercy! 

23Tn those days I also saw Jews who ¢had 
married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and 
Moab. 24And half of their children spoke 
the language of Ashdod, and could not 
speak the language of Judah, but spoke 
according to the language of one or the 
other people. 

25So I ccontended with them and cursed 
them, struck some of them and pulled out 
their hair, and made them ¢swear by God, 
saying, “You shall not give your daughters 
as wives to their sons, nor take their daugh- 
ters for your sons or yourselves. 26eDid not 
Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? 
Yet among many nations there was no king 
like him, ‘who was beloved of his God; and 
God made him king over all Israel. Never- 
theless pagan women caused even him to 
sin. 27Should we then hear of your doing all 
this great evil, "transgressing against our 
God by marrying pagan women?” 

28And one of the sons ‘of Joiada, the son 
of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in- 
law of iSanballat the Horonite; therefore I 
drove him from me. 

29kRemember them, O my God, because 
they have defiled the priesthood and 'the 
covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 

30mThus I cleansed them of everything 
pagan. I also "assigned duties to the priests 
and the Levites, each to his service, #!and 
to bringing °the wood offering and the 
firstfruits at appointed times. 

pRemember me, O my God, for good! 


13:23-24 Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, 
Ammon, and Moab. The problem of Jews marrying 
foreigners had been dealt with thirty years before by 
Ezra (Ezra 9-10). 

13:25 cursedthem...struck...them... pulled out 
their hair. |t is unnerving to read this list of verbs and 
imagine the scene. These were not the dispassionate 
remarks of someone giving a seminar. Nehemiah 
forced them to comply to the will of God in this mat- 
ter. After all, this was the principal issue that had led 
to Israel's captivity in the beginning. 

13:28 son-in-law of Sanballat. The marriage was 
particularly offensive because it formed a treasonable 


alliance with Israel’s enemies and compromised the 
purity of the high priesthood. 
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THE BOOK OF 


ESTHER 


> AUTHOR: Even though the author's identity is not given in the text, it is obvious 
from the intimate knowledge of Persian customs and etiquette, the palace in Susa, 
and the details of the reign of King Ahasuerus, that the author lived in Persia during 
this period. The love expressed here for the Jewish people and the author's knowl- 
edge of Jewish customs further suggest Jewish authorship. It is also thought that 
this Persian Jew was either an eyewitness to the events or knew an eyewitness. It 
may be that this author had access to the detailed records kept by Mordecai. 

> TIME: c. 483-473 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Esth. 4:14 

> THEME: Esther is unique among the Scriptures for two reasons: God is not men- 
tioned by name once, and the heroine is a woman who is part of the harem of a for- 
eign king. The events of the book take place about 30 years before Nehemiah, after 
the temple in Jerusalem was rebuilt but before the walls were refinished. Esther 
probably helped to pave the way for Nehemiah’s work. The book fits well within the 
tapestry of the Old Testament. Just as in so many other Old Testament narratives, 
God provides the means to preserve His people in the face of a severe crisis. It is still 


read aloud as part of the Purim celebration by Jewish people. 


The King Dethrones Queen Vashti 
Now it came to pass in the days of 
aAhasuerus* (this was the Ahasu- 

erus who reigned over one hundred 

and twenty-seven provinces, ‘from India 
to Ethiopia), 2in those days when King 

Ahasuerus 4sat on the throne of his king- 

dom, which was in eShushan* the citadel, 

3that in the third year of his reign he made 

a feast for all his officials and servants— 

the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, 

and the princes of the provinces being be- 
fore him— 4when he showed the riches of 
his glorious kingdom and the splendor of 
his excellent majesty for many days, one 
hundred and eighty days in all. 

5And when these days were completed, 
the king made a feast lasting seven days 
for all the people who were present in 

Shushan the citadel, from great to small, in 

the court of the garden of the king’s palace. 

6 There were white and blue linen curtains 

fastened with cords of fine linen and purple 

on silver rods and marble pillars; and the 


gcouches were of gold and silver on a mo- 
saic pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and 
white and black marble. 7And they served 
drinks in golden vessels, each vessel being 
different from the other, with royal wine 
in abundance, "according to the generosity 
of the king. 8In accordance with the law, 
the drinking was not compulsory; for so 
the king had ordered all the officers of his 
household, that they should do according 
to each man’s pleasure. 

§Queen Vashti also made a feast for the 
women in the royal palace which belonged 
to King Ahasuerus. 

10On the seventh day, when the heart 
of the king was merry with wine, he com- 
manded Mehuman, Biztha, ‘Harbona, 
Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, sev- 
en eunuchs who served in the presence of 
King Ahasuerus, !!to bring Queen Vashti 
before the king, wearing her royal crown, 
in order to show her beauty to the people 


* 1:1 Generally identified with Xerxes I (485-464 
B.C.) *1:2 Or Susa, and so throughout this book 


1:1 Ahasuerus. The kingdom of Ahasuerus extended 
from India (the region drained by the Indus River) 
to Ethiopia (northern Sudan). The Persian Kingdom 
under Ahasuerus was divided into smaller areas 
called provinces and larger divisions called satrapies. 
1:6 white... blue... and purple. These were the 
royal colors of the Persians. 

1:8 not compulsory. The usual Persian custom was 
that guests at a banquet were required to drink each 
time the king raised his cup. 


1:10 eunuchs. These were eunuchs who were cas- 
trated for the purpose of acting as harem attendants. 
They would have had the physical strength and 
stamina of any man, but not be a sexual threat to the 
king’s women. 
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and the officials, for she was beautiful to 
behold. !2But Queen Vashti refused to come 
at the king’s command brought by his eu- 
nuchs; therefore the king was furious, and 
his anger burned within him. 

13Then the king said to the ‘wise men 
kwho understood the times (for this was 
the king’s manner toward all who knew 
law and justice, !@those closest to him 
being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tar- 
shish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the 
lseven princes of Persia and Media, "who 
had access to the king’s presence, and who 
ranked highest in the kingdom): 5“What 
shall we do to Queen Vashti, according 
to law, because she did not obey the com- 
mand of King Ahasuerus brought to her by 
the eunuchs?” 

16And Memucan answered before the 
king and the princes: “Queen Vashti has 
not only wronged the king, but also all the 
princes, and all the people who are in all 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus. !7For 
the queen’s behavior will become known 
to all women, so that they will "despise 
their husbands in their eyes, when they re- 
port, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen 
Vashti to be brought in before him, but she 
did not come.’ !8This very day the noble 
ladies of Persia and Media will say to all 
the king’s officials that they have heard of 
the behavior of the queen. Thus there will 
be excessive contempt and wrath. !%If it 
pleases the king, let a royal decree go out 
from him, and let it be recorded in the laws 
of the Persians and the Medes, so that it 
will not be altered, that Vashti shall come 
no more before King Ahasuerus; and let 
the king give her royal position to another 
who is better than she. 20When the king’s 
decree which he will make is proclaimed 
throughout all his empire (for it is great), 
all wives will Phonor their husbands, both 
great and small.” 

21And the reply pleased the king and the 
princes, and the king did according to the 
word of Memucan. 22Then he sent letters to 
all the king’s provinces, “to each province 


in its own script, and to every people in 
their own language, that each man should 
tbe master in his own house, and speak in 
the language of his own people. 


Esther Becomes Queen 

After these things, when the wrath of 

King Ahasuerus subsided, he remem- 
bered Vashti, «what she had done, and 
what had been decreed against her. 2Then 
the king’s servants who attended him said: 
“Let beautiful young virgins be sought for 
the king; and let the king appoint officers 
in all the provinces of his kingdom, that 
they may gather all the beautiful young 
virgins to Shushan the citadel, into the 
women’s quarters, under the custody of 
Hegai* the king’s eunuch, custodian of the 
women. And let beauty preparations be 
given them. 4Then let the young woman 
who pleases the king be queen instead of 
Vashti.” 

This thing pleased the king, and he 
did so. 

5In Shushan the citadel there was a 
certain Jew whose name was Mordecai 
the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son 
of >Kish, a Benjamite. 6“Kish* had been 
carried away from Jerusalem with the 
captives who had been captured with Jeco- 
niah* king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnez- 
zar the king of Babylon had carried away. 
7And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, 
that is, Esther, “his uncle’s daughter, for she 
had neither father nor mother. The young 
woman was lovely and beautiful. When 
her father and mother died, Mordecai took 
her as his own daughter. 

8So it was, when the king’s command 
and decree were heard, and when many 
young women were ¢gathered at Shushan 
the citadel, under the custody of Hegai, that 
Esther also was taken to the king’s palace, 
into the care of Hegai the custodian of the 
women. Now the young woman pleased 


*2:3 Hebrew Hege * 2:6 Literally Who ¢ Same 
as Jehoiachin, 2 Kings 24:6 and elsewhere 


1:16-18 Memucan. Acting as spokesman for the 
others, Memucan responded shrewdly by enlarging 
the offense beyond a personal affront to the king. The 
Hebrew word used for despise occurs only here in the 
Old Testament. 

2:5 Kish. Some think this may have been the Kish 
who was the father of King Saul (1 Sam. 9:1-2). It was 
not uncommon to refer to someone as “the son of” a 
more distant ancestor (Matt. 15:22). 

2:6 had been carried away. This verse is a little 
confusing, as the Hebrew text does not indicate the 
subject of the verb “had been carried away.” It seems 
highly unlikely that it could be Mordecai, because 
if he had been among those carried to Babylon, he 
would probably not be alive in the time of Ahasu- 
erus. If the name Kish does not refer to a more distant 
ancestor, he may have been the one taken into cap- 
tivity. Whatever the case, it is obvious that Mordecai 
and his family were among those descended from 


the captives taken to Babylon in the days of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 

2:7 Hadassah. Hadassah is a Hebrew name that 
means “myrtle.” Esther is a Persian name mean- 
ing “star.” Jewish people in that time customarily 
had two names when they lived in places other 
than Israel. One would be their secular name, 
which was understood by their adopted culture, 
and the other would be their sacred name, given in 
Hebrew. 

2:8 Esther also was taken. We cannot determine 
whether Esther went willingly or reluctantly to the 
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him, and she obtained his favor; so he 
readily gave fbeauty preparations to her, 
besides her allowance. Then seven choice 
maidservants were provided for her from 
the king’s palace, and he moved her and 
her maidservants to the best place in the 
house of the women. 

10¢Esther had not revealed her people or 
family, for Mordecai had charged her not to 
reveal it. .And every day Mordecai paced 
in front of the court of the women’s quar- 
ters, to learn of Esther’s welfare and what 
was happening to her. 

Each young woman’s turn came to 
go in to King Ahasuerus after she had 
completed twelve months’ preparation, 
according to the regulations for the wom- 
en, for thus were the days of their prepa- 
ration apportioned: six months with oil 
of myrrh, and six months with perfumes 
and preparations for beautifying women. 
1BThus prepared, each young woman went 
to the king, and she was given whatever 
she desired to take with her from the wom- 
en’s quarters to the king’s palace. 4In the 
evening she went, and in the morning she 
returned to the second house of the women, 
to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eu- 
nuch who kept the concubines. She would 
not go in to the king again unless the king 
delighted in her and called for her by name. 

15Now when the turn came for Esther 
hthe daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mor- 
decai, who had taken her as his daughter, 
to go in to the king, she requested nothing 
but what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the cus- 
todian of the women, advised. And Esther 
iobtained favor in the sight of all who saw 
her. 16So Esther was taken to King Ahasu- 
erus, into his royal palace, in the tenth 
month, which is the month of Tebeth, in 
the seventh year of his reign. 17The king 
loved Esther more than all the other wom- 
en, and she obtained grace and favor in his 
sight more than all the virgins; so he set the 
royal icrown upon her head and made her 
queen instead of Vashti. 18Then the king 
kmade a great feast, the Feast of Esther, 
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for all his officials and servants; and he 
proclaimed a holiday in the provinces and 
gave gifts according to the generosity of a 
king. 


Mordecai Discovers a Plot 

19When virgins were gathered togeth- 
er a second time, Mordecai sat within the 
king’s gate. 20'Now Esther had not revealed 
her family and her people, just as Morde- 
cai had charged her, for Esther obeyed the 
command of Mordecai as when she was 
brought up by him. 

21In those days, while Mordecai sat 
within the king’s gate, two of the king’s eu- 
nuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, 
became furious and sought to lay hands on 
King Ahasuerus. 22So the matter became 
known to Mordecai, ™who told Queen Es- 
ther, and Esther informed the king in Mor- 
decai’s name. 23And when an inquiry was 
made into the matter, it was confirmed, and 
both were hanged on a gallows; and it was 
written in "the book of the chronicles in the 
presence of the king. 


Haman’s Conspiracy Against 
the Jews 

After these things King Ahasuerus pro- 

moted Haman, the son of Hammedatha 
the “Agagite, and “advanced him and set 
his seat above all the princes who were 
with him. 2And all the king’s servants who 
were ‘within the king’s gate bowed and 
paid homage to Haman, for so the king had 
commanded concerning him. But Morde- 
cai ¢would not bow or pay homage. ?Then 
the king’s servants who were within the 
king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you 
transgress the ¢king’s command?” 4Now it 
happened, when they spoke to him daily 
and he would not listen to them, that they 
told it to Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s 
words would stand; for Mordecai had told 
them that he was a Jew. >When Haman 
saw that Mordecai fdid not bow or pay him 
homage, Haman was “filled with wrath. 


palace complex. But perhaps God was already pre- 
paring her for the work he had for her to do. 

2:14 concubines. These women lived unfortunate, 
though highly pampered lives. If the king never 
called them again, they were destined to remain 
secluded in the harem for the rest of their lives. 

2:21 sat within the king’s gate. |n ancient cities, 
the gates were the “courthouse” of the town, where 
official business was carried out (Deut. 22:13-15). The 
“king's gate” may have served a similar purpose. 

3:1 the Agagite. Some believe Agagite is a reference 
to the historical district of Agag within the Persian 
Empire. Others believe this term more likely links 
Haman’s descent to the Amalekites. These descen- 
dants of Esau (Gen. 36:12) were ancient enemies of 
the Hebrews (Ex. 17:8). Agag, a king of the Amalekites, 
was captured by King Saul (1 Sam. 15:8). If Haman was 
descended from the Amalekites, and Mordecai from 
the family of Saul (v. 5), then the irritation Haman 


had for Mordecai could have been a symptom of a 
long-standing family hostility. 

3:2 bowed and paid homage. I|t is not known 
whether the bowing was required as an act of wor- 
ship to the king’s man, or merely as an overt sign of 
deep respect. If such obeisance indicated worship, 
Mordecai’s reason for refusal is obvious. If it was 
merely a sign of respect, he may not have been able 
to bring himself to show such honor to one who was 
an ancestral enemy. 

3:5-6 filled with wrath. If Haman was of Amalekite 
ancestry, it could be that this was the cause of his 
deep hatred. Also, it is possible that Haman simply 
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6But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai 
alone, for they had told him of the people of 
Mordecai. Instead, Haman "sought to de- 
stroy all the Jews who were throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people 
of Mordecai. 

7In the first month, which is the month of 
Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasu- 
erus, ‘they cast Pur (that is, the lot), be- 
fore Haman to determine the day and the 
month,” until it fell on the twelfth month,* 
which is the month of Adar. 

8Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, 
“There is a certain people scattered and 
dispersed among the people in all the prov- 
inces of your kingdom; ‘their laws are dif- 
ferent from all other people’s, and they do 
not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not 
fitting for the king to let them remain. 9If 
it pleases the king, let a decree be written 
that they be destroyed, and I will pay ten 
thousand talents of silver into the hands of 
those who do the work, to bring it into the 
king’s treasuries.” 

10So the king *took ‘his signet ring from 
his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, the "enemy of 
the Jews. UAnd the king said to Haman, 
“The money and the people are given to 
you, to do with them as seems good to you.” 

12nThen the king’s scribes were called 
on the thirteenth day of the first month, 
and a decree was written according to all 
that Haman commanded—to the king’s 
satraps, to the governors who were over 
each province, to the officials of all people, 
to every province “according to its script, 
and to every people in their language. ?In 
the name of King Ahasuerus it was writ- 
ten, and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 
13And the letters were “sent by couriers into 
all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, 
and to annihilate all the Jews, both young 
and old, little children and women, “in one 


day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month of Adar, and 
sto plunder their possessions.* 144tA copy 
of the document was to be issued as law 
in every province, being published for all 
people, that they should be ready for that 
day. 5The couriers went out, hastened by 
the king’s command; and the decree was 
proclaimed in Shushan the citadel. So the 
king and Haman sat down to drink, but 
uthe city of Shushan was perplexed. 


Esther Agrees to Help the Jews 
When Mordecai learned all that had 
happened, he “tore his clothes and put 

on sackcloth »and ashes, and went out into 

the midst of the city. He cried out with a 

loud and bitter cry. 2He went as far as the 

front of the king’s gate, for no one might 
enter the king’s gate clothed with sack- 
cloth. 3And in every province where the 
king’s command and decree arrived, there 
was great mourning among the Jews, with 
fasting, weeping, and wailing; and many 
lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4So Esther’s maids and eunuchs came 
and told her, and the queen was deeply 
distressed. Then she sent garments to 
clothe Mordecai and take his sackcloth 
away from him, but he would not accept 
them. 5Then Esther called Hathach, one of 
the king’s eunuchs whom he had appoint- 
ed to attend her, and she gave him a com- 
mand concerning Mordecai, to learn what 
and why this was. ®So Hathach went out 
to Mordecai in the city square that was in 
front of the king’s gate. 7And Mordecai told 


* 3:7 Septuagint adds to destroy the people of Mor- 
decai in one day; Vulgate adds the nation of the 
Jews should be destroyed. ¢ Following Masoretic 
Text and Vulgate; Septuagint reads and the lot fell 
on the fourteenth of the month. *3:13 Septua- 
gint adds the text of the letter here. 


could not stand to see anyone who did not properly 
respect his position. 

3:7 Pur (that is, the lot). The casting of lots was com- 
mon in ancient times. Haman’s casting a lot at the 
beginning of the year to determine the best time to 
destroy the Jewish people fits in with the culture of 
the day, as the Babylonians believed that the gods 
gathered at the beginning of each year to establish 
the destiny of human beings. The word pur is the 
basis for the name of the new feast in chapter 9. 

3:8 Slander—Haman was sly. He devised an accu- 
sation to convince the king that the Jews were a 
dangerous and treasonous people. His accusation 
contained a clever mixture of truth and falsehood. 
The laws of the Jewish people were admittedly dif- 
ferent, but this was not unusual, nor was it a threat 
to Persia, which contained many minorities. Not only 
was accusing the whole Jewish nation of civil disobe- 
dience a lie, it was also intended to lead to something 
much worse: murder. 

3:10 ring. The king’s signet ring symbolized his 
authority. He would have used this signet as a stamp 
to authorize official documents. 


3:15 Haman sat down to drink. Haman was so 
unconcerned about the death sentence he was plac- 
ing on the Jewish people that he sat down comfort- 
ably to relax while the city was in confusion. 

4:1-2 sackcloth and ashes. Sackcloth and ashes 
were used as a visible sign of mourning, indicating a 
sense of desolation. 

4:3 fasting. It is interesting to note that throughout 
the entire Book of Esther, God is not mentioned by 
name even once. One assumes that Esther's fasting 
was accompanied by prayer, but it is never men- 
tioned. Fasting was a religious custom, and we know 
the Jews relied on God for their safety. Many think 
the author of Esther was writing the story to a secular 
audience, and this is the reason for God's actual name 
being left out. 
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him all that had happened to him, and ¢the 
sum of money that Haman had promised 
to pay into the king’s treasuries to destroy 
the Jews. 8He also gave him ¢a copy of the 
written decree for their destruction, which 
was given at Shushan, that he might show 
it to Esther and explain it to her, and that he 
might command her to go in to the king to 
make supplication to him and plead before 
him for her people. 9So Hathach returned 
and told Esther the words of Mordecai. 

10Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and 
gave him a command for Mordecai: !1“All 
the king’s servants and the people of the 
king’s provinces know that any man or 
woman who goes into ‘the inner court to 
the king, who has not been called, ghe has 
but one law: put all to death, except the 
one "to whom the king holds out the gold- 
en scepter, that he may live. Yet I myself 
have not been icalled to go in to the king 
these thirty days.” 12So they told Mordecai 
Esther’s words. 

13And Mordecai told them to answer Es- 
ther: “Do not think in your heart that you 
will escape in the king’s palace any more 
than all the other Jews. “For if you remain 
completely silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place, but you and your father’s 
house will perish. Yet who knows whether 
you have come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?” 

15Then Esther told them to reply to Mor- 
decai: 16“Go, gather all the Jews who are 
present in Shushan, and fast for me; nei- 
ther eat nor drink for ithree days, night or 
day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And 
so I will go to the king, which is against the 
law; Rand if I perish, I perish!” 

17$0 Mordecai went his way and did 
according to all that Esther commanded 
him.* 


Esther’s Banquet 
Now it happened ¢on the third day that 
Esther put on her royal robes and stood 
in >the inner court of the king’s palace, 


Esther5:11 @ 541 
across from the king’s house, while the 
king sat on his royal throne in the royal 
house, facing the entrance of the house.* 
2So it was, when the king saw Queen Es- 
ther standing in the court, that cshe found 
favor in his sight, and ¢the king held out to 
Esther the golden scepter that was in his 
hand. Then Esther went near and touched 
the top of the scepter. 

3And the king said to her, “What do you 
wish, Queen Esther? What is your request? 
elt shall be given to you—up to half the 
kingdom!” 

4So Esther answered, “If it pleases the 
king, let the king and Haman come today to 
the banquet that I have prepared for him.” 

5Then the king said, “Bring Haman 
quickly, that he may do as Esther has said.” 
So the king and Haman went to the ban- 
quet that Esther had prepared. 

6At the banquet of wine ‘the king said to 
Esther, “What is your petition? It shall be 
granted you. What is your request, up to 
half the kingdom? It shall be done!” 

7Then Esther answered and said, “My 
petition and request is this: 8If Ihave found 
favor in the sight of the king, and if it pleas- 
es the king to grant my petition and fulfill 
my request, then let the king and Haman 
come to the "banquet which I will prepare 
for them, and tomorrow I will do as the 
king has said.” 


Haman’s Plot Against Mordecai 

§So Haman went out that day ‘joyful and 
with a glad heart; but when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king’s gate, and ‘that he 
did not stand or tremble before him, he was 
filled with indignation against Mordecai. 
10Nevertheless Haman “restrained himself 
and went home, and he sent and called for 
his friends and his wife Zeresh. Then Ha- 
man told them of his great riches, 'the mul- 
titude of his children, everything in which 
the king had promoted him, and how he 


*4:17 Septuagint adds a prayer of Mordecai here. 
*5:1 Septuagint adds many extra details in verses 
land2. 


4:11 not been called. Esther understood that Morde- 
cai was asking her to risk her life. She would be taking 
her life into her hands to go uncalled to the king in 
any circumstances; the fact that she had not been 
called for a month probably meant that she was even 
more unsure of her reception. 

4:14 for such a time as this. Even though this verse 
does not directly mention God, Mordecai obviously 
believed that Esther was made queen through God's 
design, and she would be acting as God’s agent to 
deliver His people. 

4:16 Self-Denial—Even though Esther must have 
been afraid, knowing that she was breaking the law, 
she decided to trust God. Her statement “if | perish, | 
perish,” was not despair, but willingness to act how- 
ever God willed, recognizing that the consequences 
were in His hands. Self-denial is not easy, but God 
never fails His children. 


5:2 she found favor in his sight. When Esther ille- 
gally entered the king’s court, he was pleased by her 
appearance and decided to overlook her offense. In 
this scene we again see the hand of God. 

5:8 tomorrow! will do as the king has said. Why did 
Esther delay in telling the king her real request? Per- 
haps she was afraid, and used the intervening time to 
strengthen her courage. But it seems that here also is 
God's hand, for the delay provided time for the king's 
sleepless night and the events that followed. 
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had advanced him above the officials and 
servants of the king. 

12Moreover Haman said, “Besides, 
Queen Esther invited no one but me to 
come in with the king to the banquet that 
she prepared; and tomorrow I am again in- 
vited by her, along with the king. !3 Yet all 
this avails me nothing, so long as I see Mor- 
decai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” 

M4Then his wife Zeresh and all his 
friends said to him, “Let a "gallows be 
made, fifty cubits high, and in the morn- 
ing “suggest to the king that Mordecai be 
hanged on it; then go merrily with the king 
to the banquet.” 

And the thing pleased Haman; so he had 
pthe gallows made. 


The King Honors Mordecai 

That night the king could not sleep. 

So one was commanded to bring “the 
book of the records of the chronicles; and 
they were read before the king. 2And it 
was found written that Mordecai had told 
of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s 
eunuchs, the doorkeepers who had sought 
to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. ?Then the 
king said, “What honor or dignity has been 
bestowed on Mordecai for this?” 

And the king’s servants who attended 
him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 

4So the king said, “Who is in the court?” 
Now Haman had just entered >the outer 
court of the king’s palace cto suggest that 
the king hang Mordecai on the gallows 
that he had prepared for him. 

5The king’s servants said to him, “Ha- 
man is there, standing in the court.” 

And the king said, “Let him come in.” 

6So Haman came in, and the king asked 
him, “What shall be done for the man 
whom the king delights to honor?” 

Now Haman thought in his heart, 
“Whom would the king delight to honor 
more than ¢me?” 7And Haman answered 
the king, “For the man whom the king de- 
lights to honor, 8let a royal robe be brought 
which the king has worn, and ea horse 
on which the king has ridden, which has 
a royal crest placed on its head. 9Then 
let this robe and horse be delivered to 
the hand of one of the king’s most noble 
princes, that he may array the man whom 
the king delights to honor. Then parade 


him on horseback through the city square, 
fand proclaim before him: ‘Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor!’” 

10Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry, 
take the robe and the horse, as you have 
suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew 
who sits within the king’s gate! Leave noth- 
ing undone of all that you have spoken.” 

11So0 Haman took the robe and the 
horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on 
horseback through the city square, and 
proclaimed before him, “Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor!” 

2 Afterward Mordecai went back to the 
king’s gate. But Haman “hurried to his 
house, mourning "and with his head cov- 
ered. 13When Haman told his wife Zeresh 
and all his friends everything that had hap- 
pened to him, his wise men and his wife 
Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before 
whom you have begun to fall, is of Jewish 
descent, you will not prevail against ‘him 
but will surely fall before him.” 

14While they were still talking with him, 
the king’s eunuchs came, and hastened to 
bring Haman to ‘the banquet which Esther 
had prepared. 


Haman Hanged Instead 
of Mordecai 

So the king and Haman went to dine 

with Queen Esther. 2And on the sec- 
ond day, “at the banquet of wine, the king 
again said to Esther, “What is your pe- 
tition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted 
you. And what is your request, up to half 
the kingdom? It shall be done!” 

3Then Queen Esther answered and said, 
“Tf I have found favor in your sight, O king, 
and if it pleases the king, let my life be 
given me at my petition, and my people at 
my request. 4For we have been »sold, my 
people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, 
and to be annihilated. Had we been sold as 
cmale and female slaves, I would have held 
my tongue, although the enemy could nev- 
er compensate for the king’s loss.” 

5So King Ahasuerus answered and said 
to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is 
he, who would dare presume in his heart to 
do such a thing?” 


5:14 gallows. The gallows height, 50 cubits, was 
about 75 feet. 

6:1 the king could not sleep. Within this chapter we 
observe a series of events that point unmistakably to 
God's sovereign hand. Only because of the “chance 
happening” of his sleepless night did the king learn 
of Mordecai’s past loyalty. 

6:4 had just entered the outer court. Here again is 
the Lord’s hand at work on behalf of His people. No 
sooner had Mordecai’s reward been discussed than 
Haman appeared in the court. 

6:10 Jew. The term “Jew,” derived from Judah, came 


into use during the exile because the people were 
primarily from the southern kingdom of Judah. 

7:3 my people at my request. Esther disclosed her 
real identity to the king in her plea for the lives of her 
people. 
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6And Esther said, “The adversary and 
denemy is this wicked Haman!” 

So Haman was terrified before the king 
and queen. 

7Then the king arose in his wrath from 
the banquet of wine and went into the pal- 
ace garden; but Haman stood before Queen 
Esther, pleading for his life, for he saw that 
evil was determined against him by the 
king. 8When the king returned from the 
palace garden to the place of the banquet of 
wine, Haman had fallen across the couch 
where Esther was. Then the king said, 
“Will he also assault the queen while I am 
in the house?” 

As the word left the king’s mouth, they 
fcovered Haman’s face. 9Now ¢Harbonah, 
one of the eunuchs, said to the king, “Look! 
hThe gallows, fifty cubits high, which Ha- 
man made for Mordecai, who spoke ‘good 
on the king’s behalf, is standing at the 
house of Haman.” 

Then the king said, “Hang him on it!” 

10So ithey ‘hanged Haman on the gal- 
lows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 
Then the king’s wrath subsided. 


Esther Saves the Jews 

On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen 

Esther the house of Haman, the “enemy 
of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the 
king, for Esther had told "how he was relat- 
ed to her. 2So the king took off Chis signet 
ring, which he had taken from Haman, and 
gave it to Mordecai; and Esther appoint- 
ed Mordecai over the house of Haman. 

3Now Esther spoke again to the king, 
fell down at his feet, and implored him 
with tears to counteract the evil of Haman 
the Agagite, and the scheme which he had 
devised against the Jews. 4And ¢the king 
held out the golden scepter toward Esther. 
So Esther arose and stood before the king, 
Sand said, “If it pleases the king, and if I 
have found favor in his sight and the thing 
seems right to the king and I am pleas- 
ing in his eyes, let it be written to revoke 
the eletters devised by Haman, the son of 
Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote 
to annihilate the Jews who are in all the 
king’s provinces. 6For how can I endure to 
see the evil that will come to my people? 
Or how can I endure to see the destruction 
of my countrymen?” 
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7Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 
Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “Indeed, 81 
have given Esther the house of Haman, and 
they have hanged him on the gallows be- 
cause he tried to lay his hand on the Jews. 
8You yourselves write a decree concerning 
the Jews, as you please, in the king’s name, 
and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for 
whatever is written in the king’s name and 
sealed with the king’s signet ring "no one 
can revoke.” 

9iSo the king’s scribes were called at that 
time, in the third month, which is the month 
of Sivan, on the twenty-third day; and it 
was written, according to all that Morde- 
cai commanded, to the Jews, the satraps, 
the governors, and the princes of the prov- 
inces ‘from India to Ethiopia, one hundred 
and twenty-seven provinces in all, to every 
province *in its own script, to every peo- 
ple in their own language, and to the Jews 
in their own script and language. 1%And 
he wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus, 
sealed it with the king’s signet ring, and 
sent letters by couriers on horseback, rid- 
ing on royal horses bred from swift steeds.* 

By these letters the king permitted the 
Jews who were in every city to "gather 
together and protect their lives—to "de- 
stroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces of 
any people or province that would assault 
them, both little children and women, and 
to plunder their possessions, !200n one day 
in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month of Adar.* 137A copy of 
the document was to be issued as a decree 
in every province and published for all peo- 
ple, so that the Jews would be ready on that 
day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 
4The couriers who rode on royal horses 
went out, hastened and pressed on by the 
king’s command. And the decree was is- 
sued in Shushan the citadel. 

15So Mordecai went out from the pres- 
ence of the king in royal apparel of blue 
and white, with a great crown of gold and 
a garment of fine linen and purple; and 
athe city of Shushan rejoiced and was 
glad. 16The Jews had ‘light and gladness, 
joy and honor. !7And in every province and 


* 8:10 Literally sons of the swift horses 
* 8:12 Septuagint adds the text of the letter here. 


7:6 this wicked Haman. |n Haman/’s evil plan to kill his 
enemy he had unwittingly threatened the queen's life. 
7:8 covered Haman’s face. The covering of his face 
signified that he was condemned to death. 

8:2 he had taken from Haman. Mordecai was given 
Haman’s position as prime minister. 

8:8 no one can revoke. |n the Persian Empire, a royal 
decree could not be altered, but a second one could 
be written that effectively invalidated the first. 

8:17 became Jews. This is the only place in the Old 
Testament that refers to conversion to Judaism. 
Before, a person was a Jew if he or she was born so, 


and now it appears as a religion to which one could 
convert. 


7:64 Esth.3:10 7:8 Esth. 1:6 fJob9:24 7:99 Esth. 
1:10 © Esth. 5:14 / Esth.6:2  7:10/[Ps. 7:16; 94:23] 
kDan.6:24 8:14 Esth. 7:6 © Esth. 2:7, 15 

8:2¢ Esth. 3:10 8:44 Esth.4:11;5:2 8:5 Esth. 3:13 
8:6/Neh. 2:3 8:79Prov. 13:22 8:8" Dan. 6:8, 12, 15 
8:9/ Esth. 3:12 / Esth. 1:1 * Esth. 1:22; 3:12. 8:10/1 Kin. 
21:8 8:11 Esth. 9:2 " Esth. 9:10, 15, 16 
8:12° Esth. 3:13;9:1 8:13? Esth. 3:14, 15 
29:2. 8:16'Ps. 97:11; 112:4 


8:15 9 Prov. 


544 Esther 9:1 

city, wherever the king’s command and de- 
cree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, 
a feast sand a holiday. Then many of the 
people of the land ‘became Jews, because 
ufear of the Jews fell upon them. 


The Jews Destroy Their Tormentors 
Now in the twelfth month, that is, the 
month of Adar, on the thirteenth day, 

bthe time came for the king’s command 

and his decree to be executed. On the day 
that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to 
overpower them, the opposite occurred, 
in that the Jews themselves coverpowered 
those who hated them. 2The Jews ¢gathered 
together in their cities throughout all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands 
on those who esought their harm. And no 
one could withstand them, /because fear of 
them fell upon all people. ?And all the offi- 
cials of the provinces, the satraps, the gov- 
ernors, and all those doing the king’s work, 
helped the Jews, because the fear of Morde- 
cai fell upon them. 4For Mordecai was great 
in the king’s palace, and his fame spread 
throughout all the provinces; for this man 

Mordecai became increasingly prominent. 

5Thus the Jews defeated all their enemies 

with the stroke of the sword, with slaughter 
and destruction, and did what they pleased 
with those who hated them. 

6And in "Shushan the citadel the Jews 
killed and destroyed five hundred men. 
7Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 
8Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9Parmashta, 

Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha— ithe ten 

sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, 

the enemy of the Jews—they killed; ibut 
they did not lay a hand on the plunder. 
On that day the number of those who 
were killed in Shushan the citadel was 
brought to the king. !2And the king said to 

Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and 

destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 

the citadel, and the ten sons of Haman. 

What have they done in the rest of the 

king’s provinces? Now what is your peti- 

tion? It shall be granted to you. Or what is 
your further request? It shall be done.” 

13Then Esther said, “If it pleases the 
king, let it be granted to the Jews who are 
in Shushan to do again tomorrow /accord- 
ing to today’s decree, and let Haman’s ten 
sons “be hanged on the gallows.” 

14So the king commanded this to be 
done; the decree was issued in Shushan, 
and they hanged Haman’s ten sons. 


And the Jews who were in Shushan 
ngathered together again on the fourteenth 
day of the month of Adar and killed three 
hundred men at Shushan; °but they did not 
lay a hand on the plunder. 

16The remainder of the Jews in the king’s 
provinces Pgathered together and protect- 
ed their lives, had rest from their enemies, 
and killed seventy-five thousand of their 
enemies; “but they did not lay a hand on 
the plunder. !7This was on the thirteenth 
day of the month of Adar. And on the four- 
teenth of the month* they rested and made 
it a day of feasting and gladness. 


The Feast of Purim 

18But the Jews who were at Shushan 
assembled together "on the thirteenth day, 
as well as on the fourteenth; and on the 
fifteenth of the month* they rested, and 
made it a day of feasting and gladness. 
19Therefore the Jews of the villages who 
dwelt in the unwalled towns celebrated the 
fourteenth day of the month of Adar ‘with 
gladness and feasting, tas a holiday, and 
for “sending presents to one another. 

20And Mordecai wrote these things 
and sent letters to all the Jews, near and 
far, who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasuerus, 2!to establish among them that 
they should celebrate yearly the fourteenth 
and fifteenth days of the month of Adar, 
22as the days on which the Jews had rest 
from their enemies, as the month which 
was turned from sorrow to joy for them, 
and from mourning to a holiday; that they 
should make them days of feasting and 
joy, of vsending presents to one another 
and gifts to the “poor. 23So the Jews ac- 
cepted the custom which they had begun, 
as Mordecai had written to them, 24because 
Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agag- 
ite, the enemy of all the Jews, xhad plotted 
against the Jews to annihilate them, and 
had cast Pur (that is, the lot), to consume 
them and destroy them; 25but ywhen Es- 
ther* came before the king, he commanded 
by letter that this* wicked plot which Ha- 
man had devised against the Jews should 
zreturn on his own head, and that he and 
his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 

26So they called these days Purim, af- 
ter the name Pur. Therefore, because of 
all the words of “this letter, what they had 


*9:17 Literally it *9:18 Literally it 
ally she or it ¢ Literally his 


*9:25 Liter- 


9:7-10 ten sons of Haman. The patterns of reprisal 
and revenge were so deeply ingrained in the culture 
of the ancient Middle East that the survival of even 
one of these sons might mean trouble for the next 
generation of Jews. 

9:26-28 Purim. Purim (from the word pur, referring 
to the lots Haman cast to determine the best day for 
destroying the Jews; 3:7) reminds the Jews of God's 
deliverance from their day of destruction. 
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seen concerning this matter, and what had 
happened to them, 27the Jews established 
and imposed it upon themselves and their 
descendants and all who would »join them, 
that without fail they should celebrate 
these two days every year, according to the 
written instructions and according to the 
prescribed time, 28that these days should 
be remembered and kept throughout every 
generation, every family, every province, 
and every city, that these days of Purim 
should not fail to be observed among the 
Jews, and that the memory of them should 
not perish among their descendants. 
29Then Queen Esther, ‘the daughter of 
Abihail, with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with 
full authority to confirm this ¢second letter 
about Purim. 30And Mordecai sent letters 
to all the Jews, to ¢the one hundred and 
twenty-seven provinces of the kingdom of 
Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, 
3lto confirm these days of Purim at their 
appointed time, as Mordecai the Jew and 
Queen Esther had prescribed for them, 
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and as they had decreed for themselves 
and their descendants concerning matters 
of their ‘fasting and lamenting. 32So the 
decree of Esther confirmed these matters 
of Purim, and it was written in the book. 


Mordecai’s Advancement 
1 And King Ahasuerus imposed tribute 
on the land and on ¢the islands of the 
sea. 2Now all the acts of his power and his 
might, and the account of the greatness of 
Mordecai, »to which the king advanced 
him, are they not written in the book of 
the «chronicles of the kings of Media and 
Persia? 3For Mordecai the Jew was 4second 
to King Ahasuerus, and was great among 
the Jews and well received by the multi- 
tude of his brethren, ¢seeking the good of 
his people and speaking peace to all his 
countrymen.* 


*10:3 Literally seed. Septuagint and Vulgate add 
a dream of Mordecai here; Vulgate adds six more 
chapters. 
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THE BOOK OF 


JOB 


> AUTHOR: The author of Job is unknown and there are no textual hints as to his 
identity. The non-Hebraic cultural background may point to a Gentile authorship, 
but an interesting school of thought maintains that Moses may have written this 
book. The land of Uz (1:1) is directly adjacent to Midian, where Moses lived for 40 
years. Perhaps the oldest book of the Bible, set in the time of the patriarchs (Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph), it is conceivable that Moses obtained a record of the 
dialogue left by Job or Elihu. 

> TIME: Unknown > KEY VERSE: Job 13:15 

> THEME: There are many things that set Job apart from the rest of Scripture. Its 
dramatic format is unique. It is a story that is not part of the flow of the history 
of Israel. And the thematic focus is narrower than other books of its size. A classic 
work of literature, its primary subject matter is the most basic question man has of 
God: Why do we suffer? The Book of Job is the biblical text that addresses this issue 
head-on, and the dramatic nature of the story intensifies the conflict of ideas and 


understanding between God and man. 


Job and His Family in Uz 

There was a man “in the land of Uz, 

whose name was »Job; and that man 
was ‘blameless and upright, and one who 
dfeared God and shunned evil. 2And sev- 
en sons and three daughters were born 
to him. 3Also, his possessions were seven 
thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 
five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred fe- 
male donkeys, and a very large household, 
so that this man was the greatest of all the 
people of the East. 

4And his sons would go and feast in their 
houses, each on his appointed day, and 
would send and invite their three sisters to 
eat and drink with them. 5So it was, when 
the days of feasting had run their course, 


that Job would send and sanctify them, and 
he would rise early in the morning 2and of- 
fer burnt offerings according to the num- 
ber of them all. For Job said, “It may be that 
my sons have sinned and /cursed* God in 
their hearts.” Thus Job did regularly. 


Satan Attacks Job’s Character 

6Now £there was a day when the sons of 
God came to present themselves before the 
LORD, and Satan* also came among them. 
7And the LorD said to Satan, “From where 
do you come?” 


*1:5 Literally blessed, but used here in the evil 
sense, and so inverse ll and 2:5,9 *1:6 Literally 
the Adversary, and so throughout this book 


1:1 Uz. The precise location of Uz is unknown, but it 
may have been near Edom. Some of the other towns 
and peoples mentioned in this book are known 
to have been located near Edom, so it is logical to 
assume that Uz was in the same area. 

1:2 Why Do We Suffer?—Scripture points us to mul- 
tiple reasons for suffering. Here, as in Job’s case, suf- 
fering somehow is involved in God's purposes, and 
we are to learn from it. The New Testament echoes 
this teaching in James 1 where it says to “count it all 
joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces patience” (James 
1:2-3). Suffering also happens as a result of our own 
sin. David suffered many family trials because of his 
sin with Bathsheba. Other times we suffer directly 
because of our faith, as martyrs have done for cen- 
turies. Sometimes living out our faith comes in 
direct conflict with the ruling powers, and we suffer 
because of it. Still other times we suffer because we 


live in a fallen world where things go wrong or natu- 
ral disasters occur. 

Both Peter and Paul advise us to commit our pain 
and suffering to God, realizing He is faithful to work 
out all things for our good and God's glory (Rom. 8:28; 
1 Pet. 4:9). This lesson is often learned over a whole 
lifetime as we see in numerous psalms and in the lives 
of many biblical characters. 

1:6 the sons of God. Celestial beings or angels are 
called “sons of God” because they had no parents. 
They were created by God to serve Him (2:1; 4:18; Ps. 
103:20). This can also mean a group of saints (Gen. 
6:2). Adam was also called “the son of God” (Luke 
3:38) because God was his Creator rather than hav- 
ing a human father and mother. Here Satan is said 


1:1291 Chr. 1:17 Ezek. 14:14, 20 ©Gen. 6:9; 17:1 4 [Prov. 
16:6] 1:5 Job 42:8] /1 Kin. 21:10,13 1:6 9Job 2:1 


So Satan answered the LorD and said, 
“From "going to and fro on the earth, and 
from walking back and forth on it.” 

8Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have 
you considered My servant Job, that there 
is none like him on the earth, a blameless 
and upright man, one who fears God and 
shuns evil?” 

9So Satan answered the LORD and said, 
“Does Job fear God for nothing? 1%Have 
You not made a hedge around him, around 
his household, and around all that he has 
on every side? ‘You have blessed the work 
of his hands, and his possessions have in- 
creased in the land. But now, stretch out 
Your hand and touch all that he has, and he 
will surely ‘curse You to Your face!” 

12And the LorD said to Satan, “Behold, 
all that he has is in your power; only do not 
lay a hand on his person.” 

So Satan went out from the presence of 
the LORD. 


Job Loses His Property and 
Children 


13Now there was a day ™when his sons 
and daughters were eating and drink- 
ing wine in their oldest brother’s house; 
Mand a messenger came to Job and said, 
“The oxen were plowing and the donkeys 
feeding beside them, when the Sabeans* 
raided them and took them away—indeed 
they have killed the servants with the edge 
of the sword; and I alone have escaped to 
tell you!” 

16While he was still speaking, another 
also came and said, “The fire of God fell 
from heaven and burned up the sheep and 
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the servants, and consumed them; and I 
alone have escaped to tell you!” 

17While he was still speaking, anoth- 
er also came and said, “The Chaldeans 
formed three bands, raided the camels 
and took them away, yes, and killed the 
servants with the edge of the sword; and I 
alone have escaped to tell you!” 

18While he was still speaking, anoth- 
er also came and said, "“Your sons and 
daughters were eating and drinking wine 
in their oldest brother’s house, !8and sud- 
denly a great wind came from across* the 
wilderness and struck the four corners of 
the house, and it fell on the young people, 
and they are dead; and I alone have es- 
caped to tell you!” 

20Then Job arose, °tore his robe, and 
shaved his head; and he Pfell to the ground 
and worshiped. 21And he said: 


a“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
And naked shall I return there. 
The LORD "gave, and the LORD has 
staken away; 
tBlessed be the name of the LORD.” 


22uTn all this Job did not sin nor charge 
God with wrong. 


Satan Attacks Job’s Health 
Again “there was a day when the sons 
of God came to present themselves be- 
fore the LORD, and Satan came also among 
them to present himself before the LORD. 
2And the LoRD said to Satan, “From where 
do you come?” 


* 1:15 Literally Sheba (compare 6:19) 
tuagint omits across. 


*1:19 Sep- 


to be among them. Satan. At some point after cre- 
ation, Satan, who was the highest created angel 
(Ezek. 28:12-15), aspired to be as God Himself (Is. 
14:13-14). As a result, he was barred from his heav- 
enly position (Ezek. 28:16) and took a large number 
of angels with him in his rebellion, over whom he 
rules (Matt. 12:24). Jesus said that He saw Satan fall 
from heaven (Luke 10:18), but this chapter in Job, and 
the incident of the lying spirit with the false prophets 
of Ahab (2 Chr. 18:8-22), indicate that Satan still had 
access to heaven and heavenly counsels. God can 
and does limit Satan (1:12). The cross defeated Satan 
(ohn 12:31), but the final judgment will not occur 
until the end of the millennium (Rev. 20:10). In the 
meantime, Satan tries to thwart and defeat the work 
of God. God sometimes uses Satan to teach a lesson 
(1 Chr. 21; 2 Cor. 12:7—10), but it is still God who is in 
control. 

1:7 the Lorp. The Hebrew word Yahweh, usually 
translated “the Lorb,” is the personal name of the 
true God of the Old Testament (Ex. 3:14-15). It is the 
particular name of God in covenantal relations with 
His people Israel (Ex. 6:1—-6; 19:3-8). 

1:8 a blameless and upright man. The Lord was not 
saying that Job was sinless, but He was saying that 
Job had his priorities right. Job feared the Lord and it 
showed in his life. 

1:10 hedge. No harm could come to Job unless the 


Lord permitted it (v. 12). Believers today should take 
great comfort from the biblical teaching that the 
Lord protects His people—whether by a cloud (Ex. 
14:19-20), or by a wall of fiery chariots (2 Kin. 6:17), or 
through guardian angels (Heb. 1:14). 

1:11 curse. The sin of cursing God is a pivotal issue 
for the Book of Job. Job feared that his children might 
think or speak irreverently of God (v. 5). But Satan 
asserted that Job would surely curse God if his pros- 
perity and blessings were removed. Even Job’s wife 
urged him to “curse God and die” (2:9). 

1:15 Sabeans. The Sabeans were nomadic raiders 
from Sheba, probably located in southwestern Ara- 
bia, in present-day Yemen. 

1:17 Chaldeans. The Chaldeans were part of various 
west Semitic marauding tribes active in the middle 
Euphrates from the twelfth to the ninth centuries B.c. 
They migrated eastward into Assyria and then Bab- 
ylonia, and were the forerunners of the Chaldean or 
neo-Babylonian dynasty established by Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s father. 
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bSatan answered the LORD and said, 
“From going to and fro on the earth, and 
from walking back and forth on it.” 

3Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have 
you considered My servant Job, that there 
is none like him on the earth, ¢a blameless 
and upright man, one who fears God and 
shuns evil? And still he ¢holds fast to his 
integrity, although you incited Me against 
him, eto destroy him without cause.” 

4So Satan answered the LorD and said, 
“Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he 
will give for his life. 5*But stretch out Your 
hand now, and touch his ¢bone and his 
flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your 
face!” 

6h And the LorD said to Satan, “Behold, 
he is in your hand, but spare his life.” 

7So Satan went out from the presence of 
the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils 
ifrom the sole of his foot to the crown of his 
head. 8And he took for himself a potsherd 
with which to scrape himself iwhile he sat 
in the midst of the ashes. 

9Then his wife said to him, “Do you still 
hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and 
die!” 

10But he said to her, “You speak as one 
of the foolish women speaks. ?Shall we in- 
deed accept good from God, and shall we 
not accept adversity?” 'In all this Job did 
not "sin with his lips. 


Job’s Three Friends 


1INow when Job’s three friends heard 
of all this adversity that had come 
upon him, each one came from his own 
place—Eliphaz the "Temanite, Bildad the 
oShuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. For 
they had made an appointment together to 
come Pand mourn with him, and to com- 
fort him. 12And when they raised their 
eyes from afar, and did not recognize 
him, they lifted their voices and wept; and 
each one tore his robe and “sprinkled dust 
on his head toward heaven. !8So they sat 
down with him on the ground "seven days 
and seven nights, and no one spoke a word 


to him, for they saw that his grief was very 
great. 


Job Deplores His Birth 
After this Job opened his mouth and 
cursed the day of his birth. 2And Job 
spoke, and said: 


3 “May? the day perish on which I was 
born, 

And the night in which it was said, 

‘A male child is conceived.’ 
4 May that day be darkness; 

May God above not seek it, 

Nor the light shine upon it. 
5 May darkness and >the shadow of 

death claim it; 

May a cloud settle on it; 

May the blackness of the day terrify it. 
6 As for that night, may darkness seize 

it; 

May it not rejoice* among the days of 
the year, 
May it not come into the number of the 
months. 
7 Oh, may that night be barren! 
May no joyful shout come into it! 
8 May those curse it who curse the day, 
Those ‘who are ready to arouse 
Leviathan. 
9 May the stars of its morning be dark; 
May it look for light, but have none, 
And not see the dawning of the day; 
10 Because it did not shut up the doors of 
my mother’s womb, 
Nor hide sorrow from my eyes. 


ll “Whyd did I not die at birth? 
Why did I not perish when I came 
from the womb? 
12 eWhy did the knees receive me? 
Or why the breasts, that I should 
nurse? 
13 For now I would have lain still and 
been quiet, 
I would have been asleep; 
Then I would have been at rest 


* 3:6 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read be joined. 


2:10 good... adversity. This comment of Job’s is one 
of the central themes of the whole book. A person of 
faith will trust in God through prosperity or adversity, 
even if they are unable to understand why bad things 
happen (Hab. 3:17-19). 

2:11 Temanite .. . Shuhite . . . Naamathite. A 
Temanite was probably an Edomite from Teman in 
northern Edom, and a Naamathite probably came 
from Naameh, a mountainous area in northwestern 
Arabia. From this context, it can be assumed that 
a Shuhite was also a person from a certain town, 
unknown in modern times. 

3:1 cursed the day. The Hebrew word for “cursed,” 
meaning “to hold in contempt,” is elsewhere 
employed of cursing God (Ex. 22:28; Lev. 24:15) or 
cursing one’s parents (Ex. 21:17). Job expressed 
a strong malediction against the day of his birth 
and the night of his conception, but he did not 


commit blasphemy. He did not curse the Chaldeans, 
or Sabeans, much less God. Neither did he express 
thoughts of suicide. 

3:8 curse. Job employed two separate Hebrew 
words translated “curse,” different from the term in 
verse 1. He wished that the popular magicians who 
cast spells on the day for their clients could have cast 
a spell on his day so that he never could have been 
born. He was not endorsing pagan magic, but was 
speaking vividly and forcefully to express his agony 
and despair. 
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4 With kings and counselors of the 
earth, 
Who ‘built ruins for themselves, 
15 Or with princes who had gold, 
Who filled their houses with silver; 
16 Or why was I not hidden slike a 
stillborn child, 
Like infants who never saw light? 
17 There the wicked cease from 
troubling, 
And there the weary are at “rest. 
18 There the prisoners rest together; 
iThey do not hear the voice of the 
oppressor. 
The small and great are there, 
And the servant is free from his 
master. 


0 “Whyi is light given to him who is in 
misery, 
And life to the bitter of soul, 
1 Who ong for death, but it does not 
come, 
And search for it more than “hidden 
treasures; 
22 Who rejoice exceedingly, 
And are glad when they can find the 
ngrave? 
23° Why is light given to a man whose 
way is hidden, 
oAnd whom God has hedged in? 
24 For my sighing comes before I eat,* 
And my groanings pour out like water. 
25 For the thing I greatly feared has 
come upon me, 
And what I dreaded has happened 
to me. 
26 Tam not at ease, nor am I quiet; 
Ihave no rest, for trouble comes.” 


Eliphaz: Job Has Sinned 


Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered 
and said: 


_ 
c-) 


iS] 


te 


2 “Tf one attempts a word with you, will 
you become weary? 
But who can withhold himself from 
speaking? 
3 Surely you have instructed many, 
And you ¢have strengthened weak 
hands. 
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4 Your words have upheld him who was 
stumbling, 
And you bhave strengthened the feeble 
knees; 
5 But now it comes upon you, and you 
are weary; 
It touches you, and you are troubled. 
6 Is not cyour reverence “your 
confidence? 
And the integrity of your ways your 
hope? 


7 “Remember now, ¢who ever perished 
being innocent? 
Or where were the upright ever cut 
off? 
8 Even as I have seen, 
fThose who plow iniquity 
And sow trouble reap the same. 
9 By the blast of God they perish, 
And by the breath of His anger they 
are consumed. 
10 The roaring of the lion, 
The voice of the fierce lion, 
And 8the teeth of the young lions are 
broken. 
11 hThe old lion perishes for lack of prey, 
And the cubs of the lioness are 
scattered. 


12 “Now a word was secretly brought to 
me, 
And my ear received a whisper of it. 
13 iIn disquieting thoughts from the 
visions of the night, 
When deep sleep falls on men, 
14 Fear came upon me, and ‘trembling, 
Which made all my bones shake. 
Then a spirit passed before my face; 
The hair on my body stood up. 
It stood still, 
But I could not discern its appearance. 
A form was before my eyes; 
There was silence; 
Then I heard a voice saying: 
17 ‘Can a mortal be more righteous than 
God? 
Can a man be more pure than his 
Maker? 


_ 
a 


_ 
a 


* 3:24 Literally my bread 


3:20-22 long for death. Even though Job longed for 
death, he was not considering suicide. The context of 
the other passages indicates that Job merely wished 
that the Lord would let him die (7:15—21; 10:18-22). 
3:23 whom God has hedged in. The irony is that Job 
perceived God's hedge as keeping him froma desirable 
death instead of seeing it as God's protection of his life. 
4:7 who ever perished being innocent. Eliphaz con- 
cluded that since Job was suffering, he must have 
sin in his life. Eliphaz supported the retribution doc- 
trine: God supports the righteous but abandons the 
wicked. 

4:8 sow trouble reap the same. |t can be true that 
planting wicked actions will yield a crop of trauma, 
but the converse is not necessarily true. Hard times 
can come to anyone, and the crop that is harvested in 


hard times depends on whether or not we continue 
to follow God in times of trouble. 

4:13 visions of the night. Eliphaz appealed to a 
vision to authenticate his theology, but all dreams 
do not come from God. The reader of this book has 
different information, for God pulled aside the cur- 
tain of heaven to reveal the true background for Job’s 
troubles. 
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550 @ Job 4:18 
18 Jf He puts no trust in His servants, 
If He charges His angels with error, 
19 How much more those who dwell in 
houses of clay, 
Whose foundation is in the dust, 
Who are crushed before a moth? 
20 [They are broken in pieces from 
morning till evening; 
They perish forever, with no one 
regarding. 
21 Does not their own excellence go 
away? 
They die, even without wisdom.’ 


Eliphaz: Job Is Chastened by God 
“Call out now; 
Is there anyone who will answer you? 
And to which of the holy ones will 
you turn? 
2 For wrath kills a foolish man, 
And envy slays a simple one. 
3 a] have seen the foolish taking root, 
But suddenly I cursed his dwelling 
place. 
4 His sons are >far from safety, 
They are crushed in the gate, 
And cthere is no deliverer. 
5 Because the hungry eat up his harvest, 
Taking it even from the thorns,* 
And a snare snatches their substance.* 
6 For affliction does not come from the 
dust, 
Nor does trouble spring from the 
ground; 
7 Yet man is “born to trouble, 
As the sparks fly upward. 


8 “But as for me, I would seek God, 
And to God I would commit my 
cause— 
9 Who does great things, and 
unsearchable, 
Marvelous things without number. 
10 eHe gives rain on the earth, 
And sends waters on the fields. 
ll fHe sets on high those who are lowly, 
And those who mourn are lifted to 
safety. 


12 He frustrates the devices of the crafty, 
So that their hands cannot carry out 
their plans. 
13 He catches the "wise in their own 
craftiness, 
And the counsel of the cunning comes 
quickly upon them. 
14 They meet with darkness in the 
daytime, 
And grope at noontime as in the night. 
15 But ‘He saves the needy from the 
sword, 
From the mouth of the mighty, 
And from their hand. 
16 iSo the poor have hope, 
And injustice shuts her mouth. 


17 “Behold,® happy is the man whom God 
corrects; 
Therefore do not despise the 
chastening of the Almighty. 
18 lFKor He bruises, but He binds up; 
He wounds, but His hands make 
whole. 
19mHe shall deliver you in six troubles, 
Yes, in seven "no evil shall touch you. 
20 oIn famine He shall redeem you from 
death, 
And in war from the power of the 
sword. 
21 pYou shall be hidden from the scourge 
of the tongue, 
And you shall not be afraid of 
destruction when it comes. 
22 You shall laugh at destruction and 
famine, 
And ¢you shall not be afraid of the 
rbeasts of the earth. 
23 sFor you shall have a covenant with the 
stones of the field, 
And the beasts of the field shall be at 
peace with you. 


*5:5 Septuagint reads They shall not be taken 
from evil men; Vulgate reads And the armed man 
shall take him by violence. * Septuagint reads 
The might shall draw them off; Vulgate reads And 
the thirsty shall drink up their riches. 


4:19 Death—We live in houses of clay, and our 
foundations are in the dust. We may presume upon 
tomorrow, having illusions of permanence, but sud- 
denly the cords of our tent are pulled up and our 
existence collapses. We perish, more readily than a 
moth encircling a flame. Surely the transience of life, 
the reality of death, and the certainty of judgment 
should move us to pray that the Eternal God will teach 
us to number our days so we can use them wisely (Ps. 
90:12). This awareness gives us a sense of urgency in 
turning from sin and serving our Savior. 

5:17 chastening. Eliphaz insinuated that since Job's 
suffering was a result of God's discipline for his sin, 
Job should not reject what God was trying to teach 
him. While it is true that God sometimes disciplines 
people for their own good (Prov. 3:11—12; Heb. 12:7), 
Eliphaz was suggesting that trouble in one’s life nec- 
essarily means that one is being disciplined. Once 
again, the reader of this book has insight that the 


participants in the story do not have. Job's troubles 
do indeed teach him more about God, but the trou- 
bles originated because God was showing Satan that 
His followers are not following Him for what they get, 
but because of who He is. 

5:23 covenant with the stones of the field. Stones 
in the field are a significant hindrance to farming, 
just as wild animals or lack of rain are a hindrance. El- 
iphaz was saying that one who accepts the discipline 
of the Almighty will not find himself fighting the 
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24 You shall know that your tent is in 
peace; 
You shall visit your dwelling and find 
nothing amiss. 
25 You shall also know that tyour 
descendants shall be many, 
And your offspring “like the grass of 
the earth. 
26 vYou shall come to the grave at a full 
age, 
As a sheaf of grain ripens in its 
season. 
27 Behold, this we have “searched out; 
It is true. 
Hear it, and know for yourself.” 


Job: My Complaint Is Just 
Then Job answered and said: 


2 “Oh, that my grief were fully weighed, 
And my calamity laid with it on the 
scales! 
3 For then it would be heavier than the 
sand of the sea— 
Therefore my words have been rash. 
4 aFor the arrows of the Almighty are 
within me; 
My spirit drinks in their poison; 
bThe terrors of God are arrayed 
cagainst me. 
5 Does the 4wild donkey bray when it 
has grass, 
Or does the ox low over its fodder? 
6 Can flavorless food be eaten without 
salt? 
Or is there any taste in the white of an 
egg? 
7 My soul refuses to touch them; 
They are as loathsome food to me. 


8 “Oh, that I might have my request, 
That God would grant me the thing 
that I long for! 
9 That it would please God to crush me, 
That He would loose His hand and ecut 
me off! 
10 Then I would still have comfort; 
Though in anguish I would exult, 
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He will not spare; 
For ‘I have not concealed the words of 
sthe Holy One. 


“What strength do I have, that I should 

hope? 
And what is my end, that I should 

prolong my life? 

12 [Is my strength the strength of stones? 

Or is my flesh bronze? 

Is my help not within me? 

And is success driven from me? 


1 
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1 
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“Toh him who is afflicted, kindness 
should be shown by his friend, 
Even though he forsakes the fear of 
the Almighty. 
iMy brothers have dealt deceitfully like 
a brook, 
iLike the streams of the brooks that 
pass away, 
16 Which are dark because of the ice, 
And into which the snow vanishes. 
17 When it is warm, they cease to flow; 
When it is hot, they vanish from their 
place. 
The paths of their way turn aside, 
They go nowhere and perish. 
The caravans of *Tema look, 
The travelers of ‘Sheba hope for them. 
They are "disappointed because they 
were confident; 
They come there and are confused. 
21 For now “you are nothing, 
You see terror and “are afraid. 
22 Did I ever say, ‘Bring something to 
me’? 
Or, ‘Offer a bribe for me from your 
wealth’? 
23° Or, ‘Deliver me from the enemy’s 
hand’? 
Or, ‘Redeem me from the hand of 
oppressors’? 
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24 “Teach me, and I will hold my tongue; 
Cause me to understand wherein I 
have erred. 
25 How forceful are right words! 
But what does your arguing prove? 


elements of nature. It is true that God is a deliverer, a 
healer, and one who disciplines His followers. We can 
safely trust Him to care for us. But having disaster, 
wounds, or failure is not necessarily a sign of God's 
discipline. 

6:9 Prayer—Job thought it would be better to die 
than to endure all the pain and suffering that resulted 
from the tragedies he had experienced. He could 
not know that the fact that he was alive was actually 
because God had protected him. This prayer should 
be a great comfort to believers. We cannot always 
see God's hedge of protection in a traumatic situa- 
tion. We can cry out for relief, when God wants us to 
endure. He knows far more about our situation than 
we do, and we can trust Him, even as we anguish over 
unanswered prayer. 

6:10 still have comfort. Job's single comfort was that 
he had not denied God, even though he believed that 
God was the one who had wounded him. 


6:15 streams of the brooks that pass away. A brook 
is a stream that only carries water during the rainy 
season. Other times of the year it is a dry path. Job 
was likening his friends to a dry stream. 

6:24 Cause me to understand wherein. |f Job's 
friends could show him error in his ways, Job was 
willing to listen. The problem was that Job’s friends 
were reasoning backwards. They were assuming that 
they knew his error, based on the extent of Job's suf- 
fering. But they had their formula wrong. Sinners may 
suffer, but suffering does not equal sin or the Lord's 
discipline. 
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26 Do you intend to rebuke my words, 
And the speeches of a desperate one, 
which are as wind? 
27 Yes, you overwhelm the fatherless, 
And you Pundermine your friend. 
28 Now therefore, be pleased to look at 
me; 
For I would never lie to your face. 
29 aYield now, let there be no injustice! 
Yes, concede, my 'righteousness still 
stands! 
30 Is there injustice on my tongue? 
Cannot my taste discern the 
unsavory? 


Job: My Suffering Is Comfortless 
7 “Is there not “a time of hard service for 
man on earth? 
Are not his days also like the days of a 
hired man? 
2 Like a servant who earnestly desires 
the shade, 
And like a hired man who eagerly 
looks for his wages, 
3 So Ihave been allotted "months of 
futility, 
And wearisome nights have been 
appointed to me. 
4 cWhen I lie down, I say, ‘When shall I 
arise, 
And the night be ended?’ 
For I have had my fill of tossing till 
dawn. 
5 My flesh is 4¢caked with worms and 
dust, 
My skin is cracked and breaks out 
afresh. 


6 “Mye days are swifter than a weaver’s 
shuttle, 
And are spent without hope. 
7 Oh, remember that fmy life is a 
breath! 
My eye will never again see good. 
8 eThe eye of him who sees me will see 
me no more; 
While your eyes are upon me, I shall 
no longer be. 
9 As the cloud disappears and vanishes 
away, 
So “he who goes down to the grave 
does not come up. 
10 He shall never return to his house, 
iNor shall his place know him 
anymore. 


_ 


1 “Therefore I will ‘not restrain my 
mouth; 
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; 
I will Rcomplain in the bitterness of 
my soul. 
12 AmIasea, or a sea Serpent, 
That You set a guard over me? 
13 [When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me, 
My couch will ease my complaint,’ 
4 Then You scare me with dreams 
And terrify me with visions, 
15 So that my soul chooses strangling 
And death rather than my body.* 
16m] loathe my life; 
I would not live forever. 
nLet me alone, 
For omy days are but a breath. 


17 “What? is man, that You should exalt 
him, 
That You should set Your heart on 
him, 
18 That You should visit him every 
morning, 
And test him every moment? 
19 How long? 
Will You not look away from me, 
And let me alone till I swallow my 
saliva? 
20 Have I sinned? 
What have I done to You, 70 watcher 
of men? 
Why ‘have You set me as Your target, 
So that Iam a burden to myself?* 
21 Why then do You not pardon my 
transgression, 
And take away my iniquity? 
For now I will lie down in the dust, 
And You will seek me diligently, 
But I will no longer be.” 


Bildad: Job Should Repent 
Then Bildad the Shuhite answered and 
said: 


2 “How long will you speak these things, 
And the words of your mouth be like a 
strong wind? 
3 aDoes God subvert judgment? 
Or does the Almighty pervert justice? 
4 If >your sons have sinned against 
Him, 


*7:15 Literally my bones *7:20 Following Mas- 
oretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint and 
Jewish tradition read to You. 


7:6 hope. Job's choice of the word “hope” in the 
context of the weaver’s shuttle may convey a double 
meaning. The Hebrew word for “hope” sounds like 
the Hebrew word that means “thread” or “cord.” 
7:20 What have I done to You. Job, too, was assuming 
that his troubles came from God. Job did not believe 
that he had sinned in a way that would cause God to 
bring trouble on him. This may sound presumptuous, 
as if Job thought he was without any sin at all. But we 
remember that God Himself referred to Job as upright 
and blameless. God was not finding fault with the way 
that Job was living out his life of faith in God. 


8:3 Does God subvert judgment? Bildad was say- 
ing that Job and his children received what they 
deserved. 
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He has cast them away for their 
transgression. 

5 cIf you would earnestly seek God 
And make your supplication to the 

Almighty, 

6 If you were pure and upright, 
Surely now He would awake for you, 
And prosper your rightful dwelling 

place. 

7 Though your beginning was small, 
Yet your latter end would ¢increase 

abundantly. 


8 “Fore inquire, please, of the former age, 
And consider the things discovered by 
their fathers; 

9 For fwe were born yesterday, and 
know nothing, 

Because our days on earth are a 
shadow. 

Will they not teach you and tell you, 

And utter words from their heart? 
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“Can the papyrus grow up without a 
marsh? 

Can the reeds flourish without water? 
12 sWhile it is yet green and not cut down, 
It withers before any other plant. 

So are the paths of all who "forget 
God; 
And the hope of the ‘hypocrite shall 
perish, 
4 Whose confidence shall be cut off, 
And whose trust is a spider’s web. 
15 iHe leans on his house, but it does not 
stand. 
He holds it fast, but it does not endure. 
16 He grows green in the sun, 

And his branches spread out in his 

garden. 

His roots wrap around the rock heap, 

And look for a place in the stones. 
kIf he is destroyed from his place, 

Then it will deny him, saying, ‘I have 

not seen you.’ 
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“Behold, this is the joy of His way, 
And ‘out of the earth others will grow. 
20 Behold, ™God will not cast away the 
blameless, 
Nor will He uphold the evildoers. 
21 He will yet fill your mouth with 
laughing, 
And your lips with rejoicing. 
22 Those who hate you will be "clothed 
with shame, 


Job9:16 @ 553 
And the dwelling place of the wicked 
will come to nothing.”* 


Job: There Is No Mediator 


Then Job answered and said: 


2 “Truly I know it is so, 
But how can a 2man be “righteous 
before God? 
3 If one wished to contend with Him, 
He could not answer Him one time out 
of a thousand. 
4 cGod is wise in heart and mighty in 
strength. 
Who has hardened himself against 
Him and prospered? 
5 He removes the mountains, and they 
do not know 
When He overturns them in His 
anger; 
6 He 4shakes the earth out of its place, 
And its ¢pillars tremble; 
7 Hecommands the sun, and it does not 
rise; 
He seals off the stars; 
8 fHe alone spreads out the heavens, 
And treads on the waves of the sea; 
9 gHe made the Bear, Orion, and the 
Pleiades, 
And the chambers of the south; 
10 hHe does great things past finding 
out, 
Yes, wonders without number. 
ll iIf He goes by me, I do not see Him; 
If He moves past, I do not perceive 
Him; 
12 iJf He takes away, who can hinder 
Him? 
Who can say to Him, ‘What are You 
doing?’ 
13° God will not withdraw His anger, 
kThe allies of the proud* lie prostrate 
beneath Him. 


14 “How then can I answer Him, 
And choose my words to reason with 
Him? 
15 lFor though I were righteous, I could 
not answer Him; 
I would beg mercy of my Judge. 
16 If I called and He answered me, 
I would not believe that He was 
listening to my voice. 


* 8:22 Literally will not be *9:13 Hebrew rahab 


8:6 If you were pure and upright. This was actually 
the way God described Job (1:8; 2:3). Bildad’s concept 
that one must “get right with God” was not errone- 
ous. But his error was his assumption that loss of pos- 
sessions was equal with loss of God's favor. 

8:13 So are the paths of all who forget God. Bildad 
falsely deduced that one can always determine the 
cause by looking at the effect. We can know that the 
people around us suffer, but it is not given to us to 
know the spiritual causes, if any, behind this suffering. 
9:3 If one wished to contend with Him. The word 
“contend” indicates a legal argument, not a quarrel. 


Job was seeking justice. He did not think he had 
sinned (as his friends indicated) so that God would 
punish him. 
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17 For He crushes me with a tempest, 
And multiplies my wounds without 
cause. 
18 He will not allow me to catch my 
breath, 
But fills me with bitterness. 
19 [fit is a matter of strength, indeed He 
is strong; 
And if of justice, who will appoint my 
day in court? 
20 Though I were righteous, my own 
mouth would condemn me; 
Though I were blameless, it would 
prove me perverse. 


21 “T am blameless, yet I do not know 
myself; 
I despise my life. 
22 It is all one thing; 
Therefore I say, "‘He destroys the 
blameless and the wicked.’ 
23 If the scourge slays suddenly, 
He laughs at the plight of the innocent. 
24 The earth is given into the hand of the 
wicked. 
He covers the faces of its judges. 
If it is not He, who else could it be? 


25 “Now omy days are swifter than a 
runner; 
They flee away, they see no good. 
26 They pass by like swift ships, 
pLike an eagle swooping on its prey. 
27 alf I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, 
I will put off my sad face and wear a 
smile,’ 
28 rl am afraid of all my sufferings; 
I know that You ‘will not hold me 
innocent. 
29 If lam condemned, 
Why then do I labor in vain? 
30 ‘If I wash myself with snow water, 
And cleanse my hands with soap, 
31 Yet You will plunge me into the pit, 
And my own clothes will abhor me. 


32 “For “He is not a man, as Iam, 
That I may answer Him, 
And that we should go to court 
together. 
33 vNor is there any mediator between us, 
Who may lay his hand on us both. 


34 wLet Him take His rod away from me, 
And do not let dread of Him terrify me. 

35 Then I would speak and not fear Him, 
But it is not so with me. 


Job: | Would Plead with God 
1 0 “My 4soul loathes my life; 
I will give free course to my 
complaint, 
5] will speak in the bitterness of my 
soul. 
2 J will say to God, ‘Do not condemn me; 
Show me why You contend with me. 
3 Does it seem good to You that You 
should oppress, 
That You should despise the work of 
Your hands, 
And smile on the counsel of the 
wicked? 
4 Do You have eyes of flesh? 
Or cdo You see as man sees? 
5 Are Your days like the days of a 
mortal man? 
Are Your years like the days of a 
mighty man, 
6 That You should seek for my iniquity 
And search out my sin, 
7 Although You know that I am not 
wicked, 
And there is no one who can deliver 
from Your hand? 


8 ‘Yourd hands have made me and 
fashioned me, 
An intricate unity; 
Yet You would edestroy me. 
9 Remember, I pray, ‘that You have 
made me like clay. 
And will You turn me into dust again? 
10 sDid You not pour me out like milk, 
And curdle me like cheese, 
11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, 
And knit me together with bones and 
sinews? 
12 ‘You have granted me life and favor, 
And Your care has preserved my 
spirit. 
13 ‘And these things You have hidden in 
Your heart; 
I know that this was with You: 


9:17 crushes me with a tempest. Job saw God as 
Lord of the heavens (vv. 7-8) and assumed that it was 
God who sent the tempest that destroyed his chil- 
dren. Job did not know that it was Satan who sought 
to destroy him, and that God drew a line of protection 
around him. 

10:1-3 Affliction—lIn the face of his adversities, Job 
despaired of life, but he continued to plead with God 
in prayer for an answer. Job’s friends saw all suffering 
in a mathematical equation with sin. If these friends 
were right, that would reduce our relationship with 
God to a formula that says, “If you are good, God will 
rescue you, and if you are bad, God will abandon you 
to suffering.” The converse of that statement says, “If 
you are suffering, you are bad, and because | am not 
suffering, | am good." It is often in the converse that a 


formula is shown to be faulty. Who can really claim to 
be good? We are all sinners in need of a savior. 

10:7 | am not wicked .. . there is no one who can 
deliver. Job thought that God was unjust in oppress- 
ing him, yet he realized that there is no one higher 
than God to deliver him from God. Job's thinking was 
twisted in much the same way that his friends’ was. He 
was equating innocence with peace, and he could not 
imagine any reason why God would not rescue him. 
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4 IfIsin, then "You mark me, 
And will not acquit me of my iniquity. 
15 If l am wicked, ‘woe to me; 
iEven if Iam righteous, I cannot lift up 
my head. 
Iam full of disgrace; 
kSee my misery! 
16 If my head is exalted, 
'You hunt me like a fierce lion, 
And again You show Yourself 
awesome against me. 
17 ‘You renew Your witnesses against me, 
And increase Your indignation toward 
me; 
Changes and war are ever with me. 
18 ‘Why™ then have You brought me out 
of the womb? 
Oh, that I had perished and no eye had 
seen me! 
19 J would have been as though I had not 
been. 
I would have been carried from the 
womb to the grave. 
20 nAre not my days few? 
Cease! Leave me alone, that I may 
take a little comfort, 
21 Before I go to the place from which I 
shall not return, 
PTo the land of darkness ¢and the 
shadow of death, 
22 A lJand as dark as darkness itself, 
As the shadow of death, without any 
order, 
Where even the light is like darkness.’” 


Zophar Urges Job to Repent 


1 Then Zophar the Naamathite an- 
swered and said: 


2 “Should not the multitude of words be 
answered? 
And should a man full of talk be 
vindicated? 
3 Should your empty talk make men 
hold their peace? 
And when you mock, should no one 
rebuke you? 
4 For you have said, 
a‘My doctrine is pure, 
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And I am clean in your eyes.’ 
5 But oh, that God would speak, 
And open His lips against you, 
6 That He would show you the secrets of 
wisdom! 
For they would double your prudence. 
Know therefore that >God exacts from 
you 
Less than your iniquity deserves. 


7 “Canc you search out the deep things of 
God? 
Can you find out the limits of the 
Almighty? 
8 They are higher than heaven—what 
can you do? 
Deeper than Sheol—what can you 
know? 
9 Their measure is longer than the earth 
And broader than the sea. 


10 “Tfd He passes by, imprisons, and 
gathers to judgment, 
Then who can hinder Him? 
ll For ¢He knows deceitful men; 
He sees wickedness also. 
Will He not then consider it? 
12 For an fempty-headed man will be 
wise, 
When a wild donkey’s colt is born a 
man. 


13 “Tf you would ¢prepare your heart, 
And "stretch out your hands toward 
Him; 
14 If iniquity were in your hand, and you 
put it far away, 
And ‘would not let wickedness dwell 
in your tents; 
15 iThen surely you could lift up your face 
without spot; 
Yes, you could be steadfast, and not 
fear; 
16 Because you would “forget your 
misery, 
And remember it as waters that have 
passed away, 
17 And your life 'would be brighter than 
noonday. 
Though you were dark, you would be 
like the morning. 


10:18 brought me out of the womb. Job wondered 
how the God who so carefully fashioned him in the 
womb (vv. 9-11) could turn against him. This was the 
desperate cry of a sufferer blind to the fact that God 
was working good out of all the tragic events of his 
life. 

11:4 My doctrine is pure. Zophar exaggerated what 
Job had said about his innocence (9:14—21) to make 
Job look foolish. 

11:7 Can you search out the deep things of God? 
Zophar was correct in saying that understanding the 
depths of God is beyond man. But the fact that we 
cannot know everything about God does not mean 
that we cannot know anything about Him, nor that it 
is wrong to try to know and understand Him better. 
11:13 stretch out your hands toward Him. Stretch- 
ing out the hands was a posture of prayer as well as 


of praise (Ps. 134:2). Assuming that Job was suffering 
because of his iniquity, this was not bad advice. 
11:15 steadfast, and not fear. There is peace and 
comfort for those who have repented of their sin and 
turned to God. This is true and important to remem- 
ber. But Zophar’s presupposition that iniquity causes 
suffering kept him from understanding what Job's 
struggle was. 
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And you would be secure, because 
there is hope; 

Yes, you would dig around you, and 
mtake your rest in safety. 

You would also lie down, and no one 
would make you afraid; 

Yes, many would court your favor. 

But "the eyes of the wicked will fail, 

And they shall not escape, 

And °their hope—loss of life!” 


Job Answers His Critics 
1 2 Then Job answered and said: 


2 


3 


7 


10 
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“No doubt you are the people, 
And wisdom will die with you! 
But I have understanding as well as 
you; 
Iam not 4inferior to you. 
Indeed, who does not know such 
things as these? 


“Tb am one mocked by his friends, 
Who ¢called on God, and He answered 
him, 
The just and blameless who is 
ridiculed. 
A lamp* is despised in the thought of 
one who is at ease; 
It is made ready for ¢those whose feet 
slip. 
eThe tents of robbers prosper, 
And those who provoke God are 
secure— 
In what God provides by His hand. 


“But now ask the beasts, and they will 
teach you; 
And the birds of the air, and they will 
tell you; 
Or speak to the earth, and it will teach 
you; 
And the fish of the sea will explain to 
you. 
Who among all these does not know 
That the hand of the LORD has done 
this, 
fIn whose hand is the life of every 
living thing, 
And the £breath of all mankind? 
Does not the ear test words 
And the mouth taste its food? 
Wisdom is with aged men, 
And with length of days, understanding. 


“With Him are "wisdom and strength, 
He has counsel and understanding. 
If ‘He breaks a thing down, it cannot 

be rebuilt; 


If He imprisons a man, there can be no 
release. 


5 Jf Heiwithholds the waters, they dry up; 


If He ®sends them out, they overwhelm 
the earth. 


16 With Him are strength and prudence. 


The deceived and the deceiver are His. 


17 He leads counselors away plundered, 


And makes fools of the judges. 


18 He loosens the bonds of kings, 


And binds their waist with a belt. 


19 He leads princes* away plundered, 


And overthrows the mighty. 


20 He deprives the trusted ones of speech, 


And takes away the discernment of 
the elders. 


21mHe pours contempt on princes, 


And disarms the mighty. 


22 He uncovers deep things out of 


darkness, 
And brings the shadow of death to 
light. 


23 oHe makes nations great, and destroys 


them; 
He enlarges nations, and guides them. 


24 He takes away the understanding* 


of the chiefs of the people of the 
earth, 

And Pmakes them wander in a 
pathless wilderness. 


25 aThey grope in the dark without light, 


And He makes them 'stagger like a 
drunken man. 


My ear has heard and understood it. 
aWhat you know, I also know; 
Iam not inferior to you. 
bBut I would speak to the Almighty, 
And I desire to reason with God. 
But you forgers of lies, 
eYou are all worthless physicians. 
Oh, that you would be silent, 
And 4it would be your wisdom! 
Now hear my reasoning, 
And heed the pleadings of my lips. 
eWill you speak wickedly for God, 
And talk deceitfully for Him? 
Will you show partiality for Him? 
Will you contend for God? 
Will it be well when He searches you 
out? 
Or can you mock Him as one mocks 
aman? 


1 3 “Behold, my eye has seen all this, 
2 


* 12:5 Or disaster 
not in a technical sense 


* 12:19 Literally priests, but 
* 12:24 Literally heart 


12:13 He has counsel and understanding. Job was 
sure that he did not understand what was happening 
to him, but he knew that God did know the answer. 
13:4 forgers of lies. Job's friends were accusing him 
of hidden sin, offering a false formula for peace with 
God, and assuming that they had a greater under- 
standing both of Job and of God's ways than they 
really did. False doctrine, even if held with sincerity, 
is still a lie. 
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10 He will surely rebuke you 
If you secretly show partiality. 

11 Will not His excellence make you afraid, 
And the dread of Him fall upon you? 

12 Your platitudes are proverbs of ashes, 
Your defenses are defenses of clay. 


13 “Hold your peace with me, and let me 
speak, 
Then let come on me what may! 
14 Why ‘do I take my flesh in my teeth, 
And put my life in my hands? 
15 sThough He slay me, yet will I trust Him. 
hEven so, I will defend my own ways 
before Him. 
16 He also shall be my salvation, 
For a ‘hypocrite could not come before 
Him. 
17 Listen carefully to my speech, 
And to my declaration with your ears. 
18 See now, I have prepared my case, 
I know that I shall be ‘vindicated. 
19 kWho is he who will contend with me? 
If now I hold my tongue, I perish. 


Job's Despondent Prayer 
20 “Only! two things do not do to me, 
Then I will not hide myself from You: 
21 mWithdraw Your hand far from me, 
And let not the dread of You make me 
afraid. 
22. Then call, and I will “answer; 
Or let me speak, then You respond 
to me. 
23 How many are my iniquities and sins? 
Make me know my transgression and 
my sin. 
24 oWhy do You hide Your face, 
And Pregard me as Your enemy? 
25 aWill You frighten a leaf driven to and 
fro? 
And will You pursue dry stubble? 
26 For You write bitter things against me, 
And "make me inherit the iniquities of 
my youth. 
27 sYou put my feet in the stocks, 
And watch closely all my paths. 
You set a limit* for the soles of my feet. 


28 “Man* decays like a rotten thing, 
Like a garment that is moth-eaten. 


Job 14:13. @ 557 


1 4 “Man who is born of woman 
Is of few days and ¢full of trouble. 
2 bHe comes forth like a flower and fades 
away; 
He flees like a shadow and does not 
continue. 
3 And ¢do You open Your eyes on such a 
one, 
And “bring me* to judgment with 
Yourself? 
4 Who ¢can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? 
No one! 
5 fSince his days are determined, 
The number of his months is with You; 
You have appointed his limits, so that 
he cannot pass. 
6 sLook away from him that he may rest, 
Till "like a hired man he finishes his 
day. 


7 “For there is hope for a tree, 
If it is cut down, that it will sprout 
again, 
And that its tender shoots will not 
cease. 
8 Though its root may grow old in the 
earth, 
And its stump may die in the ground, 
9 Yet at the scent of water it will bud 
And bring forth branches like a plant. 
10 But man dies and is laid away; 
Indeed he breathes his last 
And where is ‘he? 
ll As water disappears from the sea, 
And a river becomes parched and 
dries up, 
12 So man lies down and does not rise. 
iTill the heavens are no more, 
They will not awake 
Nor be roused from their sleep. 


13 “Oh, that You would hide me in the 
grave, 
That You would conceal me until Your 
wrath is past, 
That You would appoint me a set time, 
and remember me! 


* 13:27 Literally inscribe a print * 13:28 Literally 
He *14:3 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read 
him. 


13:12 platitudes ... defenses. The quickest way to 
make ourselves look silly is to try to explain some- 
thing that we don’t understand. Prayer is far more 
helpful than worthless counsel. 

13:21 Withdraw Your hand...make me afraid. Job 
was not cocky as he turned to plead his case before 
God. His requests were safe and wise for any believer 
who struggles with what life has handed him. Job 
asked God not to give up on him, and he asked God to 
keep him from being overpowered by the terror and 
majesty of God. Job knew very well that he was far 
below God, and that all that God is and does could be 
totally overwhelming to him. 

14:13 hide me... until Your wrath is past. Job's wish 
for the grave to be a temporary hiding place from 
God’s wrath differed dramatically from his earlier 


remarks concerning the grave (7:9-10; 10:18-22). He 
attributed the cause of his suffering to God’s wrath 
because he assumed the retribution dogma that the 
righteous are always blessed and the wicked will 
eventually experience God’s judgment. It did not 
occur to Job that he was being tested. 
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558 @ Job14:14 
4 If aman dies, shall he live again? 
All the days of my hard service I will 
wait, 
Till my change comes. 
15 'You shall call, and I will answer You; 
You shall desire the work of Your 
hands. 
16 For now "You number my steps, 
But do not watch over my sin. 
17 nMy transgression is sealed up ina 
bag, 
And You cover* my iniquity. 


18 “But as a mountain falls and crumbles 
away, 
And as a rock is moved from its place; 
19 As water wears away stones, 
And as torrents wash away the soil of 
the earth; 
So You destroy the hope of man. 
20 You prevail forever against him, and 
he passes on; 
You change his countenance and send 
him away. 
21 His sons come to honor, and che does 
not know it; 
They are brought low, and he does not 
perceive it. 
22 But his flesh will be in pain over it, 
And his soul will mourn over it.” 


Eliphaz Accuses Job of Folly 
1 Then ¢Eliphaz the Temanite an- 
swered and said: 


2 “Should a wise man answer with empty 
knowledge, 
And fill himself with the east wind? 
3 Should he reason with unprofitable 
talk, 
Or by speeches with which he can do 
no good? 
4 Yes, you cast off fear, 
And restrain prayer before God. 
5 For your iniquity teaches your mouth, 
And you choose the tongue of the 
crafty. 
6 bYour own mouth condemns you, and 
not I; 
Yes, your own lips testify against you. 


7 “Are you the first man who was born? 
cOr were you made before the hills? 


8 dHave you heard the counsel of God? 
Do you limit wisdom to yourself? 
9 eWhat do you know that we do not 
know? 
What do you understand that is not 
in us? 
fBoth the gray-haired and the aged are 
among us, 

Much older than your father. 

Are the consolations of God too small 

for you, 

And the word spoken gently* with you? 
12, Why does your heart carry you away, 
And what do your eyes wink at, 

That you turn your spirit against God, 
And let such words go out of your 
mouth? 
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“What? is man, that he could be pure? 
And he who is born of a woman, that 
he could be righteous? 
hIf God puts no trust in His saints, 
And the heavens are not pure in His 
sight, 
‘How much less man, who is 
abominable and filthy, 
iWho drinks iniquity like water! 
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“T will tell you, hear me; 
What I have seen I will declare, 
18 What wise men have told, 
Not hiding anything received *from 
their fathers, 
19 To whom alone the land was given, 
And 'no alien passed among them: 
20. The wicked man writhes with pain all 
his days, 
mAnd the number of years is hidden 
from the oppressor. 
21 Dreadful sounds are in his ears; 
nIn prosperity the destroyer comes 
upon him. 
22 He does not believe that he will °return 
from darkness, 
For a sword is waiting for him. 
23 He pwanders about for bread, saying, 
“Where is it?’ 
He knows “that a day of darkness is 
ready at his hand. 
24 Trouble and anguish make him afraid; 


* 14:17 Literally plaster over *15:11 Septuagint 


reads a secret thing. 


14:14 live again. Job had some understanding 
of man’s potential for immortality. The answer to 
his question comes in the New Testament with an 
emphatic “Yes!” by Jesus Yohn 11:23-26; 1 Cor. 
15:3-57). 

15:21 Dreadful sounds. Eliphaz began his subtle argu- 
ment to prove that Job was a wicked man. He alluded 
to Job’s dread, the same word translated feared in 3:25, 
as an implicit indicator that Job was wicked. 

15:24 Trouble... afraid. \n contrast to 14:20 where 
Job complained to God that He overpowered people, 
Eliphaz said that the wicked man’s (by implication, 
Job's) own fears overpower him. Eliphaz’s statement 
may have been true, but that did not mean it applied 
to Job. Job did not understand God's ways correctly, 


but neither did Eliphaz. Job was overpowered by 
Satan's attacks, and he could not see what God was 
doing. Eliphaz assumed that because Job was over- 
powered, it was because he had behaved arrogantly 
towards God. 
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9 Job 18:12 


They overpower him, like a king ready 
for battle. 
25 For he stretches out his hand against 
God, 
And acts defiantly against the 
Almighty, 
26 Running stubbornly against Him 
With his strong, embossed shield. 


27 “Though he has covered his face with 
his fatness, 
And made his waist heavy with fat, 

28 He dwells in desolate cities, 

In houses which no one inhabits, 
Which are destined to become ruins. 
29 He will not be rich, 
Nor will his wealth scontinue, 
Nor will his possessions overspread 
the earth. 

30 He will not depart from darkness; 
The flame will dry out his branches, 
And ‘by the breath of His mouth he 

will go away. 

31 Let him not trust in futile things, 

deceiving himself, 
For futility will be his reward. 

32 It will be accomplished vbefore his 

time, 
And his branch will not be green. 
33 He will shake off his unripe grape like 
a vine, 
And cast off his blossom like an olive 
tree. 
34 For the company of hypocrites will be 
barren, 
And fire will consume the tents of 
bribery. 

35wThey conceive trouble and bring forth 

futility; 
Their womb prepares deceit.” 


Job Reproaches His Pitiless Friends 
1 6 Then Job answered and said: 


2 “Thave heard many such things; 
aMiserable comforters are you all! 
3 Shall words of wind have an end? 
Or what provokes you that you 
answer? 


Job 16:16 ™@ 559 


4 TJalso could speak as you do, 
If your soul were in my soul’s place. 
I could heap up words against you, 
And »shake my head at you; 
5 ButI would strengthen you with my 
mouth, 
And the comfort of my lips would 
relieve your grief. 


6 “Though I speak, my grief is not 
relieved; 
And if Iremain silent, how am I eased? 
7 But now He has ‘worn me out; 
You 4have made desolate all my 
company. 
8 You have shriveled me up, 
And it is a witness against me; 
My leanness rises up against me 
And bears witness to my face. 
9 fHe tears me in His wrath, and hates me; 
He gnashes at me with His teeth; 
sMy adversary sharpens His gaze 
on me. 
10 They "gape at me with their mouth, 
They ‘strike me reproachfully on the 
cheek, 
They gather together against me. 
God ‘has delivered me to the ungodly, 
And turned me over to the hands of 
the wicked. 
12 J was at ease, but He has shattered me; 
He also has taken me by my neck, and 
shaken me to pieces; 
He has ‘set me up for His target, 
His archers surround me. 
He pierces my heart* and does not 
pity; 
He pours out my gall on the ground. 
44 He breaks me with wound upon 
wound; 
He runs at me like a warrior.* 
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15 “T have sewn sackcloth over my skin, 
And ™laid my head* in the dust. 
16 My face is flushed from weeping, 
And on my eyelids is the shadow of 
death; 


* 16:13 Literally kidneys *16:14 Vulgate reads 
giant. *16:15 Literally horn 


15:31 trust in futile things. Eliphaz was entirely right 
in his comments about the fruitlessness of a wicked 
life, and that the Lord will bring the wicked into judg- 
ment. But Eliphaz did not have the concept that in 
this life the wicked can appear to prosper, and the 
righteous can appear to struggle. Judgment may not 
fall in this life. 

15:34 fire will consume. In mentioning the fire that 
consumes the tents of the wicked, Eliphaz implied 
that the fire of God that destroyed Job’s sheep 
and servants (1:16) was a direct result of Job’s cor- 
ruption. 

16:7-17 Afflictions—One of the clear lessons of 
the Book of Job is that it is possible to give false and 
insensitive counsel to one who is experiencing afflic- 
tion and testing. When we suffer, some of the lessons 
learned are for us, some of the lessons are for others 
who are watching, and some are for the kingdom 


of God. We may not know in this life what all of the 
implications are. Our afflictions are designed by God 
to drive us out of ourselves to the Eternal God who is 
our refuge and who supports us with His everlasting 
arms (Deut. 33:27). As friends of the afflicted, we must 
be sympathetic, loving, and kind, remembering that 
often only God has the answers. If we have suffered 
similarly, we have comfort to offer (2 Cor. 1:6-7), and 
if we have not suffered similarly, we can support our 
friends in prayer and practical service. 
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560 @ Job 16:17 
17 Although no violence is in my hands, 
And my prayer is pure. 


18 “Q earth, do not cover my blood, 
And "let my cry have no resting place! 
19 Surely even now °my witness is in 
heaven, 
And my evidence is on high. 
20 My friends scorn me; 
My eyes pour out tears to God. 
21 pOh, that one might plead for a man 
with God, 
As aman pleads for his neighbor! 
22 For when a few years are finished, 
I shall ¢go the way of no return. 


Job Prays for Relief 
1 7 “My spirit is broken, 
My days are extinguished, 
“The grave is ready for me. 
2 Are not mockers with me? 
And does not my eye dwell on their 
bprovocation? 


3 “Now put down a pledge for me with 
Yourself. 
Who is he who ¢will shake hands with 
me? 
4 For You have hidden their heart from 
dunderstanding; 
Therefore You will not exalt them. 
5 Hewho speaks flattery to his friends, 
Even the eyes of his children will efail. 


6 “But He has made me fa byword of the 
people, 
And I have become one in whose face 
men spit. 
7 sMy eye has also grown dim because of 
sorrow, 
And all my members are like shadows. 
8 Upright men are astonished at this, 
And the innocent stirs himself up 
against the hypocrite. 
9 Yet the righteous will hold to his "way, 
And he who has ‘clean hands will be 
stronger and stronger. 


10 “But please, icome back again, all of 
you,* 


For I shall not find one wise man 
among you. 
kMy days are past, 
My purposes are broken off, 
Even the thoughts of my heart. 
12, They change the night into day; 
‘The light is near,’ they say, in the face 
of darkness. 
13 If | wait for the grave as my house, 
If Imake my bed in the darkness, 
4 If I say to corruption, ‘You are my 
father,’ 
And to the worm, ‘You are my mother 
and my sister,’ 
15 Where then is my ‘hope? 
As for my hope, who can see it? 
Will they go down "to the gates of 
Sheol? 
Shall we have "rest together in the 
dust?” 


Bildad: The Wicked Are Punished 
1 Then ¢Bildad the Shuhite answered 
and said: 
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2 “How long till you put an end to words? 
Gain understanding, and afterward 
we will speak. 
3 Why are we counted »as beasts, 
And regarded as stupid in your sight? 
4 cYou who tear yourself in anger, 
Shall the earth be forsaken for you? 
Or shall the rock be removed from its 
place? 


5 “Thed light of the wicked indeed goes 
out, 
And the flame of his fire does not shine. 
6 The light is dark in his tent, 
eAnd his lamp beside him is put out. 
7 The steps of his strength are shortened, 
And fhis own counsel casts him down. 
8 For She is cast into a net by his own 
feet, 
And he walks into a snare. 


* 17:10 Following some Hebrew manuscripts, Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text and 
Targum read all of them. 


16:21 one might plead. Job was expressing the 
need for an intercessor. This need anticipated Jesus 
Christ, who is our Intercessor (Heb. 7:25) and Advo- 
cate (1 John 2:1). 

17:3, pledge. |In another legal metaphor, Job 
appealed to God by laying down a pledge, that is, 
by providing bail. The use of the same metaphor in 
Psalm 119:121-122 to indicate the psalmist’s request 
for relief from his oppressors may suggest that Job 
was pleading for God to demonstrate confidence in 
his innocence. 

17:9 the righteous will hold to his way. Job seems to 
be entertaining a little sarcasm here. He had referred 
to himself as a byword, one at whom men spit. Then 
he said that the righteous will grow stronger, which 
was not a reference to himself, even though he still 
did not think he deserved the trouble that had fallen 
upon him. He was probably referring to his friends, 
who considered themselves righteous, with clean 


hands, and who repeatedly strengthened their posi- 
tion and arguments. 

18:4 who tear yourself in anger. This may be Bil- 
dad’s response to Job's allegation that God had torn 
Job in His anger (16:13). 

18:8-10 net... snare. Six different Hebrew syn- 
onyms for various types of nets and snares emphasize 
the many imminent dangers that God has designed 
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9 The net takes him by the heel, 
And ha snare lays hold of him. 
10 A noose is hidden for him on the 
ground, 
And a trap for him in the road. 
11 iTerrors frighten him on every side, 
And drive him to his feet. 
12 His strength is starved, 
And idestruction is ready at his side. 
13 Tt devours patches of his skin; 
The firstborn of death devours his 
limbs. 
M4 He is uprooted from *the shelter of his 
tent, 
And they parade him before the king 
of terrors. 
15 They dwell in his tent who are none of 
his; 
Brimstone is scattered on his 
dwelling. 
16 !His roots are dried out below, 
And his branch withers above. 
17mThe memory of him perishes from the 
earth, 
And he has no name among the 
renowned.* 
18 He is driven from light into darkness, 
And chased out of the world. 
19 nHe has neither son nor posterity 
among his people, 
Nor any remaining in his dwellings. 
20 Those in the west are astonished °at 
his day, 
As those in the east are frightened. 
21 Surely such are the dwellings of the 
wicked, 
And this is the place of him who Pdoes 
not know God.” 


Job Trusts in His Redeemer 
1 9 Then Job answered and said: 


2 “How long will you torment my soul, 
And break me in pieces with words? 
3 These ten times you have reproached 
me; 
You are not ashamed that you have 
wronged me.* 


Job 19:18 @ 561 
4 And if indeed I have erred, 
My error remains with me. 
5 If indeed you “exalt yourselves against 
me, 
And plead my disgrace against me, 
6 Know then that »God has wronged me, 
And has surrounded me with His net. 


7 “Tf I cry out concerning wrong, I am not 
heard. 
If I cry aloud, there is no justice. 
8 cHe has fenced up my way, so that I 
cannot pass; 
And He has set darkness in my paths. 
9 dHe has stripped me of my glory, 
And taken the crown from my head. 
10 He breaks me down on every side, 
And Iam gone; 
My ¢hope He has uprooted like a tree. 
ll He has also kindled His wrath against 
me, 
And fHe counts me as one of His 
enemies. 
12 His troops come together 
And build up their road against me; 
They encamp all around my tent. 


13 “Hes has removed my brothers far from 
me, 
And my acquaintances are completely 
estranged from me. 
14 My relatives have failed, 
And my close friends have 
forgotten me. 
15 Those who dwell in my house, and my 
maidservants, 
Count me as a stranger; 
Iam an alien in their sight. 
16 T call my servant, but he gives no 
answer; 
I beg him with my mouth. 
17 My breath is offensive to my wife, 
And Iam repulsive to the children of 
my own body. 
18 Even "young children despise me; 
larise, and they speak against me. 


* 18:17 Literally before the outside, meaning 
distinguished, famous *19:3 A Jewish tradition 
reads make yourselves strange to me. 


for the wicked to ensure that they will be caught in 
their wickedness. 

18:21 wicked. Bildad believed that the evidence he 
had exhibited in verses 5-20 implicated Job himself 
as the wicked one. Bildad was right that, in the end, 
the wicked will perish dramatically. But in this life they 
are not necessarily judged. If it were that simple, that 
the wicked never prospered and the righteous always 
thrived, people might try to be followers of God just 
for the blessings. The whole thrust of the Book of Job 
is that God Himself is reason enough to follow God, 
whether or not there is prosperity (1:9-11). 

19:7 Despondency—The despondency of Job was 
a swollen river into which many streams had poured. 
He had experienced the loss of family, property, and 
health. Wife and friends had misunderstood him. The 
suffering saint felt tormented, crushed with the irrel- 
evant words of critics who should have comforted 


instead of corrected him. Crying out for help, Job 
received none and came to the conclusion that there 
is no justice anywhere. The interesting thing about 
Job is that while he may have despaired of hearing 
from God, he never doubted that God was there and 
knew what was going on. 

19:8 He has fenced up my way. Job felt fenced in by 
God, when it was really Satan who had been mistreat- 
ing him (1:10; 3:23). The only fence from God was a 
hedge of protection. 
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562 @ Job19:19 
19 iAll my close friends abhor me, 
And those whom I love have turned 
against me. 
20 iMy bone clings to my skin and to my 
flesh, 
And I have escaped by the skin of my 
teeth. 


21 “Have pity on me, have pity on me, 
O you my friends, 
For the hand of God has struck me! 
22, Why do you persecute me as God 
does, 
And are not satisfied with my flesh? 


23 “Oh, that my words were written! 
Oh, that they were inscribed in a 
book! 
24 That they were engraved on a rock 
With an iron pen and lead, forever! 
25 For I know that my 'Redeemer lives, 
And He shall stand at last on the 
earth; 
26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I 
know, 
That ™in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 Whom I shall see for myself, 
And my eyes shall behold, and not 
another. 
How my heart yearns within me! 
28 If you should say, ‘How shall we 
persecute him?’— 
Since the root of the matter is found 
in me, 
29 Be afraid of the sword for yourselves; 
For wrath brings the punishment of 
the sword, 
That you may know there isa 
judgment.” 


Zophar’s Sermon on the 
Wicked Man 


2 Then ¢Zophar the Naamathite an- 
swered and said: 


2 “Therefore my anxious thoughts make 
me answer, 
Because of the turmoil within me. 
3 Thave heard the rebuke that 
reproaches me, 
And the spirit of my understanding 
causes me to answer. 


4 “Do you not know this of Yold, 
Since man was placed on earth, 


5 cThat the triumphing of the wicked is 
short, 
And the joy of the hypocrite is but for 
a 4moment? 
6 eThough his haughtiness mounts up to 
the heavens, 
And his head reaches to the clouds, 
7 Yet he will perish forever like his own 
refuse; 
Those who have seen him will say, 
‘Where is he?’ 
8 He will fly away flike a dream, and not 
be found; 
Yes, he £will be chased away like a 
vision of the night. 
9 The eye that saw him will see him no 
more, 
Nor will his place behold him 
anymore. 
10 His children will seek the favor of the 
poor, 
And his hands will restore his 
wealth. 
ll His bones are full of "his youthful 
vigor, 
‘But it will lie down with him in the 
dust. 


12 “Though evil is sweet in his mouth, 
And he hides it under his tongue, 
13° Though he spares it and does not 
forsake it, 
But still keeps it in his mouth, 
4 Yet his food in his stomach turns 
sour; 
It becomes cobra venom within 
him. 
15 He swallows down riches 
And vomits them up again; 
God casts them out of his belly. 
16 He will suck the poison of cobras; 
The viper’s tongue will slay him. 
17 He will not see ‘the streams, 
The rivers flowing with honey and 
cream. 
18 He will restore that for which he 
labored, 
And will not swallow it down; 
From the proceeds of business 
He will get no enjoyment. 
19 For he has oppressed and forsaken the 
poor, 
He has violently seized a house which 
he did not build. 


19:25 | know that my Redeemer lives. Job's long- 
ing for a mediator (9:33) and his desire for someone 
to plead on his behalf with God (16:19-21) may sug- 
gest that he was thinking of someone other than 
God. Here was a strong, resolute hope for a mediator 
between God and humanity. Ultimately Job’s long- 
ing for a vindicator or mediator was fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ (1 Tim. 2:5). 

19:26 in my flesh | shall see God. Job was stating his 
strong belief in the eternality of the soul, and even of 
the resurrected body, although it was not until Christ’s 
resurrection that followers of the Living God under- 
stood all the implications of this belief (1 Cor. 15:12-19). 


19:29 Be afraid of the sword. Job anticipated the 
reaction of his friends to his stated confidence that 
some day he would see God face-to-face. 
20:7 refuse. The word “refuse” may also be trans- 
ated dung. This was a scathing comment. 


19:19/ Ps, 38:11; 55:12, 13 19:20/Ps.102:5 19:22 Ps. 
69:26 19:25/1 Cor. 1:31; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 9:12 

19:26 [Ps. 17:15] 20:17Job11:1 20:44 Job 8:8; 
15:10 20:5 ¢Ps. 37:35, 36 4 Dob 8:13; 13:16; 15:34; 27:8] 
20:6 ¢ls. 14:13, 14 20:8/Ps. 73:20; 90:5 9 Job 18:18; 
27:21-23 20:11" Job 13:26 ‘Job 21:26 20:17/ Jer. 17:8 


20 “Because he knows no quietness in his 
heart,* 
He will not save anything he desires. 
Nothing is left for him to eat; 
Therefore his well-being will not last. 
22 In his self-sufficiency he will be in 
distress; 
Every hand of misery will come 
against him. 
23° When he is about to fill his stomach, 
God will cast on him the fury of His 
wrath, 
And will rain it on him while he is 
eating. 
24 IHe will flee from the iron weapon; 
A bronze bow will pierce him through. 
25 It is drawn, and comes out of the body; 
Yes, “the glittering point comes out of 
his gall. 
Terrors come upon him; 
26 Total darkness is reserved for his 
treasures. 
o°An unfanned fire will consume him; 
It shall go ill with him who is left in 
his tent. 
27 The heavens will reveal his iniquity, 
And the earth will rise up against 
him. 
28 The increase of his house will depart, 
And his goods will flow away in the 
day of His ’wrath. 
29 aThis is the portion from God for a 
wicked man, 
The heritage appointed to him by 
God.” 


2 
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Job’s Discourse on the Wicked 
?1 Then Job answered and said: 


2 “Listen carefully to my speech, 
And let this be your consolation. 
3 Bear with me that I may speak, 
And after I have spoken, keep 
4mocking. 


4 “As for me, is my complaint against 
man? 


Job 21:18 @ 563 


And if it were, why should I not be 
impatient? 
5 Look at me and be astonished; 
bPut your hand over your mouth. 
6 Even when I remember I am terrified, 
And trembling takes hold of my flesh. 
7 cWhy do the wicked live and become 
old, 
Yes, become mighty in power? 
8 Their descendants are established 
with them in their sight, 
And their offspring before their eyes. 
9 Their houses are safe from fear, 
dNeither is the rod of God upon them. 
10 Their bull breeds without failure; 
Their cow calves ewithout miscarriage. 
ll _ They send forth their little ones like a 
flock, 
And their children dance. 
12. They sing to the tambourine and harp, 
And rejoice to the sound of the flute. 
13° They fspend their days in wealth, 
And in a moment go down to the 
grave.* 
44 ¢Yet they say to God, ‘Depart from us, 
For we do not desire the knowledge of 
Your ways. 
15 hWho is the Almighty, that we should 
serve Him? 
And iwhat profit do we have if we pray 
to Him?’ 
16 Indeed their prosperity is not in their 
hand; 
iThe counsel of the wicked is far 
from me. 


17 “How often is the lamp of the wicked 
put out? 
How often does their destruction come 
upon them, 
The sorrows God kdistributes in His 
anger? 
18 IThey are like straw before the wind, 
And like chaff that a storm carries 
away. 


* 20:20 Literally belly *21:13 Or Sheol 


20:20 no quietness. |n stating that the wicked per- 
son knows no quietness, Zophar implied that Job had 
received what he deserved. 

20:27 heavens will reveal his iniquity. Zophar 
apparently reversed Job’s appeal to the earth and 
heavens (16:18-19) for vindication. He argued that 
the heavens and earth would bear witness not to 
Job's innocence, but to his iniquity. 

20:29 heritage appointed to him by God. |n con- 
trast to his previous words (11:13-20) Zophar seemed 
to be suggesting that it was too late for Job to repent. 
It is true, as Zophar says (v. 5) that the wicked and 
godless will be judged. But that does not mean either 
that Job was one of the wicked, or that the judgment 
of the wicked would be in this life (Luke 16:19-25). 
21:7 wicked live. With a rhetorical question, Job 
began exposing the loopholes in the retribution 
dogma—the belief that suffering always indicates 
God's punishment of a person. Other biblical writers 
also agonized over the prosperity of the wicked (Ps. 


37; 73; Jer. 12:1-4), but Scriptures affirm that God is 
controlling everything to accomplish His good pur- 
pose (Rom. 8:28). 

21:9 safe from fear. Job reacted to Eliphaz’s argu- 
ment (15:21-24) that although the wicked live 
peacefully for a while, they live in terror of inevitable 
destruction. 

21:17 lamp of the wicked put out. The rhetorical 
questions introduced by “how often” expected the 
answer, “not very often.” Job challenged Bildad’s 
belief that the wicked person’s light does go out 
18:5-6). 


20:20 Eccl. 5:13-15 20:24/Amos 5:19 20:25™Job 
16:13 "Job 18:11,14 20:26°Ps.21:9 20:28? Job 
20:15; 21:30 20:29 49 Job 27:13; 31:2,3 21:3 7Job 16:10 
21:5 Judg. 18:19 21:7¢[Jer. 12:1] 21:94Ps. 73:5 
21:10°Ex. 23:26 21:13 {Job 21:23; 36:11 21:149 Job 
22:17 21:15" Ex. 5:2 ‘Mal.3:14 —21:16/Prov. 1:10 
21:17 * [Luke 12:46] 21:18! Ps. 1:4; 35:5 


564 @ Job21:19 
19 They say, ‘God lays up one’s* iniquity 
mfor his children’; 
Let Him recompense him, that he may 
know it. 
20 Let his eyes see his destruction, 
And “let him drink of the wrath of the 
Almighty. 
21 For what does he care about his 
household after him, 
When the number of his months is cut 
in half? 


22 “Cane anyone teach God knowledge, 
Since He judges those on high? 
23° One dies in his full strength, 
Being wholly at ease and secure; 
24 His pails* are full of milk, 
And the marrow of his bones is 
moist. 
25 Another man dies in the bitterness of 
his soul, 
Never having eaten with pleasure. 
26 They Plie down alike in the dust, 
And worms cover them. 


te 


7 “Took, I know your thoughts, 
And the schemes with which you 
would wrong me. 
28 For you Say, 
‘Where is the house of the prince? 
And where is the tent,* 
The dwelling place of the wicked?’ 
29 Have you not asked those who travel 
the road? 
And do you not know their signs? 
0 aFor the wicked are reserved for the 
day of doom; 
They shall be brought out on the day 
of wrath. 
Who condemns his way to his face? 
And who repays him for what he has 
done? 
32, Yet he shall be brought to the grave, 
And a vigil kept over the tomb. 
33 The clods of the valley shall be sweet 
to him; 
rEveryone shall follow him, 
As countless have gone before him. 
34 How then can you comfort me with 
empty words, 
Since falsehood remains in your 
answers?” 


ow 
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Eliphaz Accuses Job of Wickedness 
2 Then ¢Eliphaz the Temanite an- 
swered and said: 


2 “Can> a man be profitable to God, 
Though he who is wise may be 
profitable to himself? 
3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that 
you are righteous? 
Or is it gain to Him that you make 
your ways blameless? 


4 “Ts it because of your fear of Him that 
He corrects you, 
And enters into judgment with you? 
5 Js not your wickedness great, 
And your iniquity without end? 
6 For you have ¢taken pledges from your 
brother for no reason, 
And stripped the naked of their 
clothing. 
7 You have not given the weary water to 
drink, 
And you ¢have withheld bread from 
the hungry. 
8 But the mighty man possessed the 
land, 
And the honorable man dwelt in it. 
9 You have sent widows away empty, 
And the strength of the fatherless was 
crushed. 
10 Therefore snares are all around you, 
And sudden fear troubles you, 
ll Or darkness so that you cannot see; 
And an abundance of ¢water covers 
you. 


12 “Ts not God in the height of heaven? 
And see the highest stars, how lofty 
they are! 
13 And you say, f‘What does God know? 
Can He judge through the deep 
darkness? 
14 eThick clouds cover Him, so that He 
cannot see, 
And He walks above the circle of 
heaven.’ 
15 Will you keep to the old way 
Which wicked men have trod, 


* 21:19 Literally his *21:24 Septuagint and 
Vulgate read bowels; Syriac reads sides; Targum 
reads breasts. *21:28 Vulgate omits the tent. 


21:19 iniquity for his children. Job denied the 
dogma that even if a wicked person prospers tempo- 
rarily, his children will be punished. Job’s position is 
sustained by other passages in the Bible (Deut. 24:16; 
Ezek. 18:1-28; John 9:1-3). 

22:2 man be profitable to God. The implication of 
Eliphaz’s rhetorical question—that man cannot put 
God under any obligation that God must repay—was 
a valid theological principle that the Lord Himself 
corroborates in 41:11. However, his application of that 
principle to Job’s circumstances (vv. 3—5) was invalid, 
for it was based on the faulty assumption that the 
righteous are always blessed and the wicked always 
experience God's judgment on earth. 

22:3-4 blameless ... fear. The same Hebrew root 


words (“reverence” and “integrity”) had earlier been 
used by Eliphaz in his courteous remarks about Job 
(4:6). In these verses Eliphaz is being sarcastic. 
22:6-9 naked... weary... widows. These trumped 
up charges were categorically denied by Job 
(29:11-17; 31:13-22), and God's own witness to Satan 
revealed to the reader that the charges were false 
(1:8). 


21:19 ™[Ex. 20:5] 21:20°ls.51:17. 21:22 °[Is. 
40:13;45:9] 21:26? Eccl.9:2  21:3049[Prov. 

16:4] 21:33'Heb.9:27. 22:17 Job 4:1; 15:1; 42:9 
22:2 [Luke 17:10] 22:6¢[Ex.22:26,27] 22:74Deut. 
15:7 22:11¢Ps. 69:1, 2;124:5 22:13/Ps. 73:11 
22:149 Ps. 139:11, 12 


16 Who "were cut down before their time, 

Whose foundations were swept away 
by a flood? 

iThey said to God, ‘Depart from us! 

What can the Almighty do to them?’* 

Yet He filled their houses with good 
things; 

But the counsel of the wicked is far 
from me. 


“The/ righteous see it and are glad, 
And the innocent laugh at them: 

20 ‘Surely our adversaries* are cut down, 

And the fire consumes their remnant.’ 
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21 “Now acquaint yourself with Him, and 
Rbe at peace; 
Thereby good will come to you. 
Receive, please, ‘instruction from His 
mouth, 
And ™lay up His words in your heart. 
If you return to the Almighty, you will 
be built up; 
You will remove iniquity far from your 
tents. 
24 Then you will "lay your gold in the 
dust, 
And the gold of Ophir among the 
stones of the brooks. 
25 Yes, the Almighty will be your gold* 
And your precious silver; 
For then you will have your °delight in 
the Almighty, 
And lift up your face to God. 
27 pYou will make your prayer to Him, 
He will hear you, 
And you will pay your vows. 
28 You will also declare a thing, 
And it will be established for you; 
So light will shine on your ways. 
29 When they cast you down, and you 
say, ‘Exaltation will come!’ 
Then ¢He will save the humble person. 
30 He will even deliver one who is not 
innocent; 
Yes, he will be delivered by the purity 
of your hands.” 
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Job Proclaims God's Righteous 


Judgments 
2 3 Then Job answered and said: 


2 “Even today my “complaint is bitter; 
My* hand is listless because of my 
groaning. 
3 bOh, that I knew where I might find 
Him, 
That I might come to His seat! 


Job 23:17. @ 565 


4 Jwould present my case before Him, 
And fill my mouth with arguments. 
5 IT would know the words which He 
would answer me, 
And understand what He would say 
to me. 
6 cWould He contend with me in His 
great power? 
No! But He would take note of me. 
7 There the upright could reason with 


im, 
And I would be delivered forever from 
my Judge. 


8 “Look,4I go forward, but He is not 
there, 
And backward, but I cannot perceive 
Him; 
9 When He works on the left hand, I 
cannot behold Him; 
When He turns to the right hand, I 
cannot see Him. 
10 But eHe knows the way that I take; 
When !He has tested me, I shall come 
forth as gold. 
ll sMy foot has held fast to His steps; 
Ihave kept His way and not turned 
aside. 
12 Thave not departed from the 
hcommandment of His lips; 
i] have treasured the words of His 
mouth 
More than my necessary food. 


13 “But He is unique, and who can make 
Him change? 
And whatever /His soul desires, that 
He does. 
14 For He performs what is kappointed 
for me, 
And many such things are with 
Him. 
15 Therefore I am terrified at His 
presence; 
When I consider this, Iam afraid of 
Him. 
16 For God ‘made my heart weak, 
And the Almighty terrifies me; 
17 Because I was not "cut off from the 
presence of darkness, 
And He did not hide deep darkness 
from my face. 


* 22:17 Septuagint and Syriac read us. 

* 22:20 Septuagint reads substance. * 22:25 The 
ancient versions suggest defense; Hebrew reads 
goldasinverse 24. *23:2 Following Masoretic 
Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac 
read His. 


22:18 the counsel of the wicked is far from me. Eli- 
phaz was repeating Job (21:16). 

22:30 purity of your hands. This was actually ful- 
filled through Job's prayer for the three friends 
(42:8-10). 

23:13 unique. When Job contemplated the unique 
power and sovereign freedom of God, he was terri- 
fied (13:21). 


22:16" Job 14:19; 15:32 22:17/Job21:14,15 22:19/Ps. 
52:6; 58:10; 107:42 22:21k1Is.27:5 22:22!Prov. 2:6 
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37:4; |s.58:14 22:27?[Is.58:9-11] 22:2949[1 Pet. 5:5] 
23:29Job 7:11 23:3 Job 13:3, 18; 16:21; 31:35 23:6 Is. 
57:16 23:84Job 9:11; 35:14 23:10 [Ps. 1:6; 139:1-3] 
James 1:12] 23:119Ps.17:5 23:12" Job 6:10; 22:22 
'Ps.44:18  23:13/[Ps.115:3] 23:144[1 Thess. 3:2-4] 
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566 @ Job 24:1 


Job Complains of Violence 


on the Earth 
2. 4 “Since “times are not hidden from 
the Almighty, 
Why do those who know Him see not 
His >days? 


2 “Some remove ‘landmarks; 
They seize flocks violently and feed 
on them; 
3 They drive away the donkey of the 
fatherless; 
They “take the widow’s ox as a pledge. 
4 They push the needy off the road; 
All the epoor of the land are forced to 
hide. 
5 Indeed, like wild donkeys in the 
desert, 
They go out to their work, searching 
for food. 
The wilderness yields food for them 
and for their children. 
6 They gather their fodder in the field 
And glean in the vineyard of the 
wicked. 
7 They fspend the night naked, without 
clothing, 
And have no covering in the cold. 
8 They are wet with the showers of the 
mountains, 
And shuddle around the rock for want 
of shelter. 


9 “Some snatch the fatherless from the 
breast, 
And take a pledge from the poor. 
10 They cause the poor to go naked, 
without "clothing; 
And they take away the sheaves from 
the hungry. 
11 They press out oil within their walls, 
And tread winepresses, yet suffer 
thirst. 
12 The dying groan in the city, 
And the souls of the wounded cry out; 
Yet God does not charge them with 
wrong. 


13 “There are those who rebel against the 
light; 
They do not know its ways 
Nor abide in its paths. 
M4 iThe murderer rises with the light; 
He kills the poor and needy; 
And in the night he is like a thief. 
15 iThe eye of the adulterer waits for the 
twilight, 
kSaying, ‘No eye will see me’; 
And he disguises his face. 


16 In the dark they break into houses 
Which they marked for themselves in 
the daytime; 
'They do not know the light. 
17 For the morning is the same to them as 
the shadow of death; 
If someone recognizes them, 
They are in the terrors of the shadow 
of death. 


18 “They should be swift on the face of the 
waters, 
Their portion should be cursed in the 
earth, 
So that no one would turn into the 
way of their vineyards. 
19 As drought and heat consume the 
snow waters, 
So the grave* consumes those who 
have sinned. 
20 The womb should forget him, 
The worm should feed sweetly on him; 
mHe should be remembered no more, 
And wickedness should be broken like 
a tree. 
21 For he preys on the barren who do not 
bear, 
And does no good for the widow. 


22 “But God draws the mighty away with 
His power; 
He rises up, but no man is sure of life. 
23 He gives them security, and they rely 
onit; 
Yet "His eyes are on their ways. 
24 They are exalted for a little while, 
Then they are gone. 
They are brought low; 
They are taken out of the way like all 
others; 
They dry out like the heads of grain. 


25 “Now if it is not so, who will prove me a 
liar, 
And make my speech worth nothing?” 


Bildad: How Can Man Be 


Righteous? 
2 Then ¢Bildad the Shuhite answered 


and said: 
2 “Dominion and fear belong to Him; 
He makes peace in His high places. 
3 Is there any number to His armies? 
Upon whom does PHis light not rise? 
4 cHow then can man be righteous before 
God? 


* 24:19 Or Sheol 


24:2 remove landmarks. Removing landmarks 
was tantamount to stealing land. The landmarks set 
boundaries, and moving them would have been like 
moving surveyor’s stakes (Deut. 27:17). 

24:16 break into houses. The walls of houses were 
built of mud bricks, through which thieves could dig. 
24:24 brought low. Job was not so much arguing 
that the wicked would not prosper (vv. 18-25), as he 
was saying that everyone is brought low. 


24:17 [Acts 1:7] ©[ls. 2:12] 24:2¢[Deut. 19:14; 27:17] 
24:34 [Deut. 24:6, 10, 12,17] 24:4¢ Prov. 28:28 
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25:4¢ Job 4:17; 15:14 


Or how can he be 4pure who is born of 
a woman? 
5 If even the moon does not shine, 
And the stars are not pure in His 
esight, 
6 How much less man, who is fa maggot, 
And a son of man, who is a worm?” 


Job: Man’s Frailty and God's 
Majesty 
26 But Job answered and said: 


2 “How have you helped him who is 
without power? 
How have you saved the arm that has 
no strength? 
3 How have you counseled one who has 
no wisdom? 
And how have you declared sound 
advice to many? 
4 To whom have you uttered words? 
And whose spirit came from you? 


5 “The dead tremble, 
Those under the waters and those 
inhabiting them. 
6 aSheol is naked before Him, 
And Destruction has no covering. 
7 bHe stretches out the north over empty 
space; 
He hangs the earth on nothing. 
8 cHe binds up the water in His thick 
clouds, 
Yet the clouds are not broken under it. 
9 He covers the face of His throne, 
And spreads His cloud over it. 
10 dHe drew a circular horizon on the face 
of the waters, 
At the boundary of light and darkness. 
ll The pillars of heaven tremble, 
And are astonished at His rebuke. 
12 eHe stirs up the sea with His power, 
And by His understanding He breaks 
up the storm. 
13 fBy His Spirit He adorned the heavens; 
His hand pierced £the fleeing serpent. 


Job 27:12 @ 567 


4 Indeed these are the mere edges of His 
ways, 
And how small a whisper we hear of 
Him! 
But the thunder of His power who can 
understand?” 


Job Maintains His Integrity 
y) Moreover Job continued his dis- 
course, and said: 


2 “As God lives, “who has taken away my 
justice, 
And the Almighty, who has made my 
soul bitter, 
3 As long as my breath is in me, 
And the breath of God in my 
nostrils, 
4 My lips will not speak wickedness, 
Nor my tongue utter deceit. 
5 Far be it from me 
That I should say you are right; 
Till I die >I will not put away my 
integrity from me. 
6 My righteousness I chold fast, and will 
not let it go; 
dMy heart shall not reproach me as 
long as I live. 


7 “May my enemy be like the wicked, 
And he who rises up against me like 
the unrighteous. 
8 eFor what is the hope of the hypocrite, 
Though he may gain much, 
If God takes away his life? 
9 fWill God hear his cry 
When trouble comes upon him? 
10 Will he delight himself in the 
Almighty? 
Will he always call on God? 


1 “TJ will teach you about the hand of 
God; 
What is with the Almighty I will not 
conceal. 
12 Surely all of you have seen it; 
Why then do you behave with 
complete nonsense? 


25:6 worm. What a contrast to the words of God 
(Gen. 1:26-31) when He made humans in His own 
image and declared them “very good.” Bildad was 
conscious of the great gap between God and man, 
but unlike Job, he did not feel that he could make the 
connection of communication that Job was striving 
for. 

26:4 whose spirit came from you. The contrast 
between Bildad’s comments about God (ch. 25) and 
Job's worshipful declaration of God’s majesty (vv. 
7-14) indicate the difference in the level of their 
understanding of who God is. 

26:6 Sheol is naked. This is the place of the dead and 
“destruction,” which were fearful hidden concepts to 
Job and his contemporaries, but they held no secrets 
for the all-knowing God. 

26:7 hangs the earth on nothing. Job's comments 
on the suspension of the earth, the manner of clouds 
(v. 8) and the horizon (v. 10) speak much for his powers 
of observation as well as the inspiration of Scripture. 


27:2 who has made my soul bitter. Though Job 
repeatedly complained of a bitter spirit (7:11; 10:1), 
the Lord did not cause him to respond that way. Job's 
responses only exposed the attitude that lay deep 
within his being. The message of the Lord for Job was 
that no matter what the circumstances, one should 
resolutely trust in God (40:8; 42:1-6). 

27:5 say you are right. Job maintained that his friends 
were erroneous in their reasoning, and to agree with 
them would be to compromise his integrity. 

27:12 complete nonsense. Job maintained that the 
actions of his friends were foolish, considering the 
knowledge of God that they should have had. 
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568 @ Job 27:13 


13 “This! is the portion of a wicked man 
with God, 
And the heritage of oppressors, 
received from the Almighty: 
14 if his children are multiplied, it is for 
the sword; 
And his offspring shall not be satisfied 
with bread. 
15 Those who survive him shall be buried 
in death, 
And itheir* widows shall not weep, 
16 Though he heaps up silver like dust, 
And piles up clothing like clay— 
17 He may pile it up, but *the just will 
wear it, 
And the innocent will divide the silver. 
18 He builds his house like a moth,* 
'Like a booth which a watchman 
makes. 
19 The rich man will lie down, 
But not be gathered up;* 
He opens his eyes, 
And he is ™no more. 
20 nTerrors overtake him like a flood; 
A tempest steals him away in the 
night. 
21 The east wind carries him away, and 
he is gone; 
It sweeps him out of his place. 
22 Tt hurls against him and does not 
ospare; 
He flees desperately from its power. 
23 Men shall clap their hands at him, 
And shall hiss him out of his place. 


Job’s Discourse on Wisdom 
2 8 “Surely there is a mine for silver, 
And a place where gold is refined. 
2 Tron is taken from the earth, 
And copper is smelted from ore. 
3 Man puts an end to darkness, 
And searches every recess 
For ore in the darkness and the 
shadow of death. 
4 He breaks open a shaft away from 
people; 
In places forgotten by feet 
They hang far away from men; 
They swing to and fro. 
5 As for the earth, from it comes bread, 
But underneath it is turned up as by fire; 
6 Its stones are the source of sapphires, 
And it contains gold dust. 
7 That path no bird knows, 
Nor has the falcon’s eye seen it. 
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The proud lions* have not trodden it, 

Nor has the fierce lion passed over it. 

He puts his hand on the flint; 

He overturns the mountains at the 
roots. 

He cuts out channels in the rocks, 

And his eye sees every precious thing. 

He dams up the streams from 
trickling; 

What is hidden he brings forth to 
light. 


“But¢ where can wisdom be found? 

And where is the place of 
understanding? 

Man does not know its >value, 

Nor is it found in the land of the living. 

cThe deep says, ‘It is not in me’; 

And the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’ 

It ¢cannot be purchased for gold, 

Nor can silver be weighed for its 
price. 

It cannot be valued in the gold of 
Ophir, 

In precious onyx or sapphire. 

Neither ¢gold nor crystal can equal it, 

Nor can it be exchanged for jewelry of 
fine gold. 

No mention shall be made of coral or 
quartz, 

For the price of wisdom is above 
frubies. 

The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, 

Nor can it be valued in pure “gold. 


“From? where then does wisdom come? 
And where is the place of 
understanding? 
It is hidden from the eyes of all living, 
And concealed from the birds of the 
air. 
‘Destruction and Death say, 
“We have heard a report about it with 
our ears.’ 
God understands its way, 
And He knows its place. 
For He looks to the ends of the earth, 
And isees under the whole heavens, 


*27:15 Literally his *27:18 Following Maso- 
retic Text and Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac 
read spider (compare 8:14); Targum reads decay. 

* 27:19 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint and Syriac read But shall not add 
(that is, do it again); Vulgate reads But take away 
nothing. * 28:8 Literally sons of pride, figurative 
of the great lions 


27:13 portion of a wicked man. Job likened the 
foolishness of his friends to wickedness, and indeed 
it is wicked to knowingly misrepresent God. The rest 
of the chapter is a satirical paraphrase of the friends’ 
teaching about the fate of the wicked (24:18-25), 
which Job has thrown back in his friends’ faces. 

28:13-19 not. Every verse in this whole stanza has 
the Hebrew word for “not” at least once, stressing the 
absence of wisdom or even the desire for wisdom. 
The rhetorical questions concerning the where- 
abouts of wisdom and understanding (v. 12) receive 


an emphatic answer: not anywhere in the land of the 


iving or dead. 


27:13" Job 20:29 27:14/Deut. 28:41 27:15/Ps. 
78:64 27:17 Prov.28:8 27:18!/Is.1:8 27:19 Job 
7:8, 21; 20:7. 27:20°Job 18:11 27:22 Jer. 13:14 
28:12 7Eccl.7:24 28:13 Prov.3:15 28:14¢Job 
28:22 28:15 4 Prov. 3:13-15; 8:10, 11,19 28:17 ¢Prov. 
8:10; 16:16 28:18 Prov. 3:15; 8:11 28:199 Prov. 8:19 
28:20" Job 28:12 28:22'Job 28:14 28:24/[Prov. 
15:3] 


25 kTo establish a weight for the wind, 
And apportion the waters by measure. 
26 When He 'made a law for the rain, 
And a path for the thunderbolt, 
27 Then He saw wisdom* and declared it; 
He prepared it, indeed, He searched 
it out. 
28 And to man He said, 
‘Behold, ™the fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom, 
And to depart from evil is 
understanding.’” 


Job's Summary Defense 


2 Job further continued his discourse, 
and said: 


2 “Oh, that I were as in months “past, 
As inthe days when God watched 
over me; 
3 cWhen His lamp shone upon my head, 
And when by His light I walked 
through darkness; 
4 Just as I was in the days of my prime, 
When ¢the friendly counsel of God 
was over my tent; 
5 When the Almighty was yet with me, 
When my children were around me; 
6 When emy steps were bathed with 
cream,* 
And /the rock poured out rivers of oil 
for me! 


7 “When I went out to the gate by the city, 
When I took my seat in the open 
square, 
8 The young men saw me and hid, 
And the aged arose and stood; 
9 The princes refrained from talking, 
And £put their hand on their mouth; 
10 The voice of nobles was hushed, 
And their "tongue stuck to the roof of 
their mouth. 
11 When the ear heard, then it blessed 
me, 
And when the eye saw, then it 
approved me; 
Because ‘I delivered the poor who 
cried out, 
The fatherless and the one who had no 
helper. 
13 The blessing of a perishing man came 
upon me, 
And I caused the widow’s heart to sing 
for joy. 


_ 
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14 iJ put on righteousness, and it clothed 
me; 
My justice was like a robe anda 
turban. 
15 [ was keyes to the blind, 
And I was feet to the lame. 
16 | was a father to the poor, 
And !I searched out the case that I did 
not know. 
17 [| broke ™the fangs of the wicked, 
And plucked the victim from his teeth. 


18 “Then I said, "I shall die in my nest, 
And multiply my days as the sand. 
19 oMy root is spread out ?to the waters, 
And the dew lies all night on my 
branch. 
20 My glory is fresh within me, 
And my %bow is renewed in my hand.’ 


21 “Men listened to me and waited, 
And kept silence for my counsel. 
22 After my words they did not speak 
again, 
And my speech settled on them as 
dew. 
23 They waited for me as for the rain, 
And they opened their mouth wide as 
for ‘the spring rain. 
If I mocked at them, they did not 
believe it, 
And the light of my countenance they 
did not cast down. 
5 I chose the way for them, and sat as 
chief; 
So I dwelt as a king in the army, 
As one who comforts mourners. 
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30 “But now they mock at me, men 
younger than I, 
Whose fathers I disdained to put with 
the dogs of my flock. 
2 Indeed, what profit is the strength of 
their hands to me? 
Their vigor has perished. 
3 They are gaunt from want and famine, 
Fleeing late to the wilderness, desolate 
and waste, 
4 Who pluck mallow by the bushes, 
And broom tree roots for their food. 
5 They were driven out from among 
men, 
They shouted at them as at a thief. 


* 28:27 Literally it *29:6 Masoretic Text reads 
wrath; ancient versions and some Hebrew manu- 
scripts read cream (compare 20:17). 


28:28 fear of the Lord. To fear God is to acknowledge 
that God has the right to judge our actions for good 
or evil. Job had talked a lot about injustice and his 
innocence, but he was solidly aware that only God 
has wisdom, and in the end, his fear of the Lord was 
greater than his protestations of blamelessness. 
29:12 delivered the poor. Considering Job's account 
of his life when he was prosperous, Eliphaz’s accu- 
sations of Job sending the widows away empty and 
crushing the orphans (22:9) was a calculated insult. 
29:14 put on righteousness ... a turban. This vivid 


portrait of Job was a stark contrast to his present condi- 
tion, with his flesh being “clothed” in worms and dust. 


28:25 Ps. 135:7 28:26! Job 37:3; 38:25 

28:28 [Prov. 1:7;9:10] | 29:2¢Job 1:1-5 &Job 1:10 
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137:6 29:12! [Ps.72:12] 29:14/[Is. 59:17; 61:10] 
29:15kNum. 10:31 29:16/Prov.29:7 29:17 Prov. 
30:14 29:18"Ps.30:6 29:19° Job 18:16 PPs. 1:3 
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They had to live in the clefts of the 
valleys, 

In caves of the earth and the rocks. 

Among the bushes they brayed, 

Under the nettles they nestled. 

They were sons of fools, 

Yes, sons of vile men; 

They were scourged from the land. 


“And¢ now I am their taunting song; 

Yes, Iam their byword. 

They abhor me, they keep far from me; 

They do not hesitate >to spit in my 
face. 

Because ‘He has loosed my* bowstring 
and afflicted me, 

They have cast off restraint before me. 

At my right hand the rabble arises; 

They push away my feet, 

And ¢they raise against me their ways 
of destruction. 

They break up my path, 

They promote my calamity; 

They have no helper. 

They come as broad breakers; 

Under the ruinous storm they roll 
along. 

Terrors are turned upon me; 

They pursue my honor as the wind, 

And my prosperity has passed like a 
cloud. 


“Ande now my soul is fpoured out 
because of my plight; 

The days of affliction take hold of me. 

My bones are pierced in me at night, 

And my gnawing pains take no rest. 

By great force my garment is 
disfigured; 

It binds me about as the collar of my 
coat. 

He has cast me into the mire, 

And I have become like dust and 
ashes. 


“ 


‘I gcry out to You, but You do not 
answer me; 

I stand up, and You regard me. 

But You have become cruel to me; 

With the strength of Your hand You 
hoppose me. 

You lift me up to the wind and cause 
me to ride on it; 

You spoil my success. 


23° For I know that You will bring me to 
death, 
And to the house ‘appointed for all 
living. 
24 “Surely He would not stretch out His 
hand against a heap of ruins, 
If they cry out when He destroys it. 
25 iHave I not wept for him who was in 
trouble? 
Has not my soul grieved for the poor? 
26 kBut when I looked for good, evil came 
to me; 
And when I waited for light, then came 
darkness. 
27 My heart is in turmoil and cannot rest; 
Days of affliction confront me. 
28 II go about mourning, but not in the 
sun; 
Istand up in the assembly and cry out 
for help. 
29m] am a brother of jackals, 
And a companion of ostriches. 
30 nMy skin grows black and falls from 
me; 
oMy bones burn with fever. 
31 My harp is turned to mourning, 
And my flute to the voice of those who 
weep. 


31 “T have made a covenant with my 
eyes; 
Why then should I look upon a ¢young 
woman? 
2 For what is the ballotment of God from 
above, 
And the inheritance of the Almighty 
from on high? 
3 Is it not destruction for the wicked, 
And disaster for the workers of 
iniquity? 
4 cDoes He not see my ways, 
And count all my steps? 


5 “Tf l have walked with falsehood, 
Or if my foot has hastened to deceit, 
6 Let me be weighed on honest scales, 
That God may know my 4integrity. 
7 If my step has turned from the way, 
Or emy heart walked after my eyes, 
Or if any spot adheres to my hands, 


* 30:11 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, and 
Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate read His. 


30:11 loosed my bowstring. A bow that is not strung 
up is not ready for use. This was a terrible contrast to 
his former life, described in 29:20, where Job referred 


to 


himself as having his bowstring renewed. A bow 


that is being used has its string replaced regularly so 
that the bow can operate at its maximum strength. 
30:21 strength of Your hand. Job blamed God's 
strong hand, which Satan could not move, for calam- 
ities that were actually caused by the hand of Satan 
(1:11-12,18-19). 


31 


:5 If. The word “if” was a part of a formula used 


by accused persons to swear their innocence. The 
full oath formula was, in effect, “If | am guilty of 
this crime, may God impose that curse.” Because of 


hesitation about speaking a curse, the person swear- 
ing the oath would normally use an abbreviated ver- 
sion. By contrast, Job used the full formula four times, 
which demonstrated his confidence that he would be 
acquitted. 


30:97Job 17:6 30:101s.50:6 30:11¢Job 
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8 Then /let me sow, and another eat; 
Yes, let my harvest be rooted out. 


9 “If my heart has been enticed by a 
woman, 
Or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s 
door, 
10 Then let my wife grind for sanother, 
And let others bow down over her. 
1 For that would be wickedness; 
Yes, hit would be iniquity deserving of 
judgment. 
For that would be a fire that consumes 
to destruction, 
And would root out all my increase. 


_ 
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13 “Tf I have ‘despised the cause of my 
male or female servant 
When they complained against me, 
144 What then shall I do when jGod rises 
up? 
When He punishes, how shall I answer 
Him? 
15 kDid not He who made me in the womb 
make them? 
Did not the same One fashion us in the 
womb? 


16 “Tf | have kept the poor from their 
desire, 
Or sa the eyes of the widow to 
ail, 
17 Or eaten my morsel by myself, 
So that the fatherless could not eat 
of it 
18 (But from my youth I reared him asa 
father, 
And from my mother’s womb I guided 
the widow*); 
19 Jf I have seen anyone perish for lack of 
clothing, 
Or any poor man without covering; 
20 If his heart* has not ™blessed me, 
And if he was not warmed with the 
fleece of my sheep; 
21 If I have raised my hand "against the 
fatherless, 
When I saw I had help in the gate; 
22 Then let my arm fall from my 
shoulder, 
Let my arm be torn from the socket. 
23 For edestruction from God is a terror 
to me, 
And because of His magnificence I 
cannot endure. 


24 “Tfp T have made gold my hope, 
Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my 
confidence’; 
25 alf I have rejoiced because my wealth 
was great, 


Job 31:40 @ 571 
And because my hand had gained 


much; 
26 rIf I have observed the sun* when it 
shines, 
Or the moon moving in brightness, 
27 So that my heart has been secretly 
enticed, 
And my mouth has kissed my hand; 
28 This also would be an iniquity 
deserving of judgment, 
For I would have denied God who is 
above. 


29 “Tfs T have rejoiced at the destruction of 
him who hated me, 
Or lifted myself up when evil found 
him 
30 t(Indeed I have not allowed my mouth 
to sin 
By asking for a curse on his soul); 
31 If the men of my tent have not said, 
‘Who is there that has not been 
satisfied with his meat?’ 
32 u(But no sojourner had to lodge in the 
street, 
For I have opened my doors to the 
traveler”); 
33 If Ihave covered my transgressions 
vas Adam, 
By hiding my iniquity in my bosom, 
34 Because I feared the great ~multitude, 
And dreaded the contempt of families, 
So that I kept silence 
And did not go out of the door— 
35 xOh, that I had one to hear me! 
Here is my mark. 
Oh, ythat the Almighty would answer 
me, 
That my Prosecutor had written a book! 
36 Surely I would carry it on my shoulder, 
And bind it on me like a crown; 
37 T would declare to Him the number of 
my steps; 
Like a prince I would approach Him. 


38 “If my land cries out against me, 
And its furrows weep together; 
39 If 2] have eaten its fruit* without 
money, 
Or “caused its owners to lose their 
lives; 
40 Then let thistles grow instead of wheat, 
And weeds instead of barley.” 


The words of Job are ended. 


* 31:18 Literally her (compare verse 16) 

* 31:20 Literally loins *31:26 Literally light 

* 31:32 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads road. *31:39 Lit- 
erally its strength 


31:27 mouth has kissed my hand. This phrase refers 
to the apparent ancient custom of kissing the hand 
as a prelude to the superstitious and idolatrous act of 
throwing a kiss to the heavenly bodies. 


31:8 Lev. 26:16 31:109Jer.8:10 31:11" Gen. 38:24 
31:13 /[Deut. 24:14, 15] 31:14/[Ps.44:21] 31:15‘ Job 


34:19 31:16/Job 29:12 31:20 [Deut. 24:13] 
31:21" Job 22:9 31:23°ls.13:6 31:24? [Mark 
10:23-25] 31:259Ps.62:10 31:26" Ezek. 

8:16 31:295[Prov. 17:5; 24:17] 31:30'[Matt. 

5:44] 31:324Gen. 19:2,3 31:33” [Prov. 28:13] 
31:34” Ex. 23:2 31:35 * Job 19:7; 30:20, 24, 28 YJob 
13:22, 24; 33:10 31:39 Job 24:6, 10-12 71 Kin. 21:19 
31:40 6 Gen. 3:18 


572 @ Job32:1 
Elihu Contradicts Job’s Friends 
3 So these three men ceased answer- 
ing Job, because he was “righteous 

in his own eyes. 2Then the wrath of Elihu, 
the son of Barachel the »Buzite, of the fam- 
ily of Ram, was aroused against Job; his 
wrath was aroused because he ‘justified 
himself rather than God. Also against his 
three friends his wrath was aroused, be- 
cause they had found no answer, and yet 
had condemned Job. 

4Now because they were years older 
than he, Elihu had waited to speak to Job.* 
5When Elihu saw that there was no answer 
in the mouth of these three men, his wrath 
was aroused. 

6So Elihu, the son of Barachel the Buzite, 
answered and said: 


“I am 4young in years, and you are very 
old; 
Therefore I was afraid, 
And dared not declare my opinion to 
you. 
7 Isaid, ‘Age* should speak, 
And multitude of years should teach 
wisdom.’ 
8 But there is a spirit in man, 
And ¢the breath of the Almighty gives 
him understanding. 
9 fGreat men* are not always wise, 
Nor do the aged always understand 
justice. 


10 “Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me, 
I also will declare my opinion.’ 
ll Jndeed I waited for your words, 
I listened to your reasonings, while 
you searched out what to say. 
12 | paid close attention to you; 
And surely not one of you convinced 
Job, 
Or answered his words— 
13 sLest you Say, 
‘We have found wisdom’; 
God will vanquish him, not man. 
4 Now he has not directed his words 
against me; 
So I will not answer him with your 
words. 


15 “They are dismayed and answer no 
more; 
Words escape them. 
16 And Ihave waited, because they did 
not speak, 


Because they stood still and answered 
no more. 
17 [also will answer my part, 
I too will declare my opinion. 
18 For I am full of words; 
The spirit within me compels me. 
19 Indeed my belly is like wine that has 
no vent; 
It is ready to burst like new wineskins. 
20 | will speak, that I may find relief; 
I must open my lips and answer. 
21 Let me not, I pray, show partiality to 
anyone; 
Nor let me flatter any man. 
22 For I do not know how to flatter, 
Else my Maker would soon take me 
haway. 


Elihu Contradicts Job 
3 “But please, Job, hear my speech, 
And listen to all my words. 
2 Now, I open my mouth; 
My tongue speaks in my mouth. 
3 My words come from my upright 
heart; 
My lips utter pure knowledge. 
4 aThe Spirit of God has made me, 
And the breath of the Almighty gives 
me life. 
5 If you can answer me, 
Set your words in order before me; 
Take your stand. 
6 bTruly Iam as your spokesman* before 
God; 
Talso have been formed out of clay. 
7 cSurely no fear of me will terrify you, 
Nor will my hand be heavy on you. 


8 “Surely you have spoken in my hearing, 
And J have heard the sound of your 
words, saying, 
9 ‘Id am pure, without transgression; 
Iam innocent, and there is no iniquity 
in me. 
10 Yet He finds occasions against me, 
eHe counts me as His enemy; 
ll fHe puts my feet in the stocks, 
He watches all my paths.’ 


12 “Look, in this you are not righteous. 
I will answer you, 
For God is greater than man. 


* 32:4 Vulgate reads till Job had spoken. 
* 32:7 Literally Days, thatis, years *32:9 Or Men 
of many years * 33:6 Literally as your mouth 


32:1 righteous in his own eyes. Job’s friends accused 
him of self-righteousness because of his denial of the 
sins they ascribed to him. Job considered himself 
blameless (and so did God), but he was not without 
sin. Job needed to see how he compared to God's 
utter holiness, in spite of the fact that he had none of 
the unconfessed sins that his friends accused him of. 

32:2 wrath was aroused. Elihu’s first mistake was in 
dealing with a delicate situation while he was angry. 
He did use the same arguments as the three friends, 
but he did not understand the whole situation any 


better than they did. Only the reader is aware of the 
counsel that took place in heaven (ch. 1). 

33:12 in this you are not righteous. Elihu was cor- 
rect in saying that God was not answerable to Job. 
God does not ever have to explain Himself to us, 


32:1 4 Job 6:29; 31:6; 33:9 32:2 Gen. 22:21 <Job 27:5,6 
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Why do you £contend with Him? 
For He does not give an accounting of 
any of His words. 
hFor God may speak in one way, or in 
another, 
Yet man does not perceive it. 
iIn a dream, in a vision of the night, 
When deep sleep falls upon men, 
While slumbering on their beds, 
iThen He opens the ears of men, 
And seals their instruction. 
In order to turn man from his deed, 
And conceal pride from man, 
He keeps back his soul from the Pit, 
And his life from perishing by the 
sword. 


“Man is also chastened with pain on his 
kbed, 
And with strong pain in many of his 
bones, 
'So that his life abhors "bread, 
And his soul succulent food. 
His flesh wastes away from sight, 
And his bones stick out which once 
were not seen. 
Yes, his soul draws near the Pit, 
And his life to the executioners. 


“If there is a messenger for him, 
A mediator, one among a thousand, 
To show man His uprightness, 
Then He is gracious to him, and says, 
‘Deliver him from going down to the 
Pit; 
I have found a ransom’; 
His flesh shall be young like a 
child’s, 
He shall return to the days of his 
youth. 
He shall pray to God, and He will 
delight in him, 
He shall see His face with joy, 
For He restores to man His 
righteousness. 
Then he looks at men and "says, 
‘I have sinned, and perverted what was 
right, 
And it edid not profit me.’ 
He will predeem his* soul from going 
down to the Pit, 
And his* life shall see the light. 


Job 34:12. @ 573 


29 “Behold, God works all these things, 
Twice, in fact, three times with a man, 
30 aTo bring back his soul from the Pit, 
That he may be enlightened with the 
light of life. 


31 “Give ear, Job, listen to me; 
Hold your peace, and I will speak. 
32 If you have anything to say, answer 
me; 
Speak, for I desire to justify you. 
33 If not, ‘listen to me; 
Hold your peace, and I will teach you 
wisdom.” 


Elihu Proclaims God’s Justice 
3 4 Elihu further answered and said: 


2 “Hear my words, you wise men; 
Give ear to me, you who have 
knowledge. 
3 aFor the ear tests words 
As the palate tastes food. 
4 Let us choose justice for ourselves; 
Let us know among ourselves what is 
good. 


5 “For Job has said, >‘I am righteous, 
But cGod has taken away my justice; 
6 dShould I lie concerning my right? 
My wound is incurable, though Iam 
without transgression.’ 
7 What man is like Job, 
eWho drinks scorn like water, 
8 Who goes in company with the 
workers of iniquity, 
And walks with wicked men? 
9 For/he has said, ‘It profits aman nothing 
That he should delight in God.’ 


10 “Therefore listen to me, you men of 
understanding: 
8Far be it from God to do wickedness, 
And from the Almighty to commit 
iniquity. 
ll hFor He repays man according to his 
work, 
And makes man to find a reward 
according to his way. 
12, Surely God will never do wickedly, 
Nor will the Almighty ‘pervert justice. 


* 33:28 Or my (Kethib) ¢ Or my (Kethib) 


even though He often graciously does so. Job had 
great respect for God, and understood the fear of the 
Lord (28:28). He was persistent in asking God for an 
answer, and in the end, God did reply. 

33:29-30 To bring back his soul from the Pit. 
Again, one of Job's advisors had some correct under- 
standing of God, but he mistakenly applied it to 
Job. It is true that the chastening of pain or trouble 
sometimes causes men to turn to God and repent 
of wickedness. But Job's problem was not pervert- 
ing what was right (v. 27). For him, the answer for 
the purpose of his pain could not be “to bring back 
his soul from the Pit.” Without claiming that Job was 
sin free, God had called him blameless and upright 
(1:8). 


34:8 walks with wicked men. There was no justice in 
this charge against Job. 

34:12 do wickedly .. . pervert justice. Elihu was 
unhappy with Job’s persistent charges that God was 
unjust (9:22—24; 24:1-25), and this was a proper con- 
cern. The judge of all the earth will always do right 
(Rev. 15:3). 


33:139[Is.45:9] 33:14! Ps. 62:11 
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574 @ Job 34:13 
13. Who gave Him charge over the earth? 
Or who appointed Him over the whole 
world? 
4 If He should set His heart on it, 
If He should igather to Himself His 
Spirit and His breath, 
15 kAII flesh would perish together, 
And man would return to dust. 


16 “If you have understanding, hear this; 
Listen to the sound of my words: 
17 [Should one who hates justice govern? 
Will you "condemn Him who is most 
just? 
18 nJs it fitting to say to a king, ‘You are 
worthless,’ 
And to nobles, ‘You are wicked’? 
19 Yet He °is not partial to princes, 
Nor does He regard the rich more than 
the poor; 
For Pthey are all the work of His 
hands. 
20 In a moment they die, 4in the middle of 
the night; 
The people are shaken and pass away; 
The mighty are taken away without 
a hand. 
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“For’ His eyes are on the ways of man, 

And He sees all his steps. 

sThere is no darkness nor shadow of 
death 

Where the workers of iniquity may 
hide themselves. 

23. For He need not further consider a 
man, 

That he should go before God in 
judgment. 

tHe breaks in pieces mighty men 
without inquiry, 

And sets others in their place. 

Therefore He knows their works; 

He overthrows them in the night, 

And they are crushed. 

He strikes them as wicked men 

In the open sight of others, 

Because they “turned back from Him, 

And vwould not consider any of His 
ways, 

So that they wcaused the cry of the 
poor to come to Him; 

For He xhears the cry of the afflicted. 

When He gives quietness, who then 
can make trouble? 
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And when He hides His face, who then 
can see Him, 
Whether it is against a nation ora 
man alone?— 
30 That the hypocrite should not reign, 
Lest the people be ensnared. 
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“For has anyone said to God, 
‘I have borne chastening; 
I will offend no more; 

32 Teach me what I do not see; 

If Ihave done iniquity, I will do no 
more’? 

Should He repay it according to your 
terms, 

Just because you disavow it? 

You must choose, and not I; 

Therefore speak what you know. 
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34 “Men of understanding say to me, 

Wise men who listen to me: 

‘JobY speaks without knowledge, 

His words are without wisdom.’ 

Oh, that Job were tried to the utmost, 

Because his answers are like those of 
wicked men! 

For he adds Zrebellion to his sin; 

He claps his hands among us, 

And multiplies his words against 
God.” 


Elihu Condemns Self- 
Righteousness 
3 5 Moreover Elihu answered and said: 
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2 “Do you think this is right? 
Do you say, 
‘My righteousness is more than God’s’? 
3 For “you say, 
‘What advantage will it be to You? 
What profit shall I have, more than if I 
had sinned?’ 


4 “T will answer you, 
And byour companions with you. 
5 cLook to the heavens and see; 
And behold the clouds— 
They are higher than you. 
6 Ifyou sin, what do you accomplish 
dagainst Him? 
Or, if your transgressions are 
multiplied, what do you do to 
Him? 


34:16 hear this. As indicated by the singular Hebrew 
verb translated “hear,” Elihu was addressing Job 
directly in verses 16-33. 

34:24 breaks in pieces mighty men. Job was a 
mighty man who was broken. Elihu’s implication is 
that Job was a worker of iniquity (v. 22). 

34:37 adds rebellion to his sin. Job was stubborn, 
but he was not rebellious. He was willing to accept 
punishment if he deserved it (31:5-6). 

35:6 If you sin. This is the same argument used by Eli- 
phaz (22:2). The point that Elihu was making here and 
through verse 8, is that God's stature is not affected 
either by the sinfulness or righteousness of man. He 
cannot be diminished by sin nor made greater by 


righteousness. This is a true and important point. 
But it leaves out the understanding that God created 
man to be in His image, and He does care about the 
actions of man. God wants men to live blamelessly 
(ch. 1), and it is good to want to please God. 
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34:17/2 Sam. 


7 elf you are righteous, what do you give 
Him? 
Or what does He receive from your 
hand? 
8 Your wickedness affects a man such 
as you, 
And your righteousness a son of man. 


9 “Becausef of the multitude of 
oppressions they cry out; 
They cry out for help because of the 
arm of the mighty. 
10 But no one says, ‘Where is God my 
Maker, 
hWho gives songs in the night, 
11 Who ‘teaches us more than the beasts 
of the earth, 
And makes us wiser than the birds of 
heaven?’ 
12 iThere they cry out, but He does not 
answer, 
Because of the pride of evil men. 
13 kSurely God will not listen to empty 
talk, 
Nor will the Almighty regard it. 
14 [Although you say you do not see Him, 
Yet justice is before Him, and "you 
must wait for Him. 
15 And now, because He has not 
npunished in His anger, 
Nor taken much notice of folly, 
16 oTherefore Job opens his mouth in 
vain; 
He multiplies words without 
knowledge.” 


Elihu Proclaims God’s Goodness 
3 6 Elihu also proceeded and said: 


2 “Bear with me a little, and I will show 


you 
That there are yet words to speak on 
God’s behalf. 
3 I will fetch my knowledge from afar; 
I will ascribe righteousness to my 
Maker. 
4 For truly my words are not false; 
One who is perfect in knowledge is 
with you. 


5 “Behold, God is mighty, but despises no 
one; 


Job 36:17. @ 575 
4He is mighty in strength of 
understanding. 
6 He does not preserve the life of the 
wicked, 


But gives justice to the oppressed. 
7 cHe does not withdraw His eyes from 
the righteous; 
But ¢they are on the throne with kings, 
For He has seated them forever, 
And they are exalted. 
8 And ¢if they are bound in fetters, 
Held in the cords of affliction, 
9 Then He tells them their work and 
their transgressions— 
That they have acted defiantly. 
10 fHe also opens their ear to instruction, 
And commands that they turn from 
iniquity. 
ll Jf they obey and serve Him, 
They shall ¢spend their days in 
prosperity, 
And their years in pleasures. 
12 But if they do not obey, 
They shall perish by the sword, 
And they shall die without 
hknowledge.* 


13 “But the hypocrites in heart ‘store up 
wrath; 
They do not cry for help when He 
binds them. 
14 iThey die in youth, 
And their life ends among the 
perverted persons.* 
15 He delivers the poor in their affliction, 
And opens their ears in oppression. 


16 “Indeed He would have brought you out 
of dire distress, 
kInto a broad place where there is no 
restraint; 
And 'what is set on your table would 
be full of richness. 
17 But you are filled with the judgment 
due the "wicked; 
Judgment and justice take hold of you. 


* 36:12 Masoretic Text reads as one without 
knowledge. *36:14 Hebrew qedeshim, that 
is, those practicing sodomy and prostitution in 
religious rituals 


35:12 Pride—Elihu accused Job of pride because 
Job had declared his own righteousness (32:1). But 
Elihu’s presumption and self-righteousness became 
even more excessive than Job’s as he developed his 
pompous speech against Job (36:4). Later Elihu would 
understand that God had accepted Job, while his 
“friends” were condemned. Even knowledge about 
God and commitment to God can become a source of 
pride that blinds us to other things that God is doing, 
both in ourselves and in others. 

35:13 empty talk. Elihu was assuming that Job had 
no answer from God because God knew that Job's cry 
was empty. 

36:2 speak on God's behalf. Elihu believed that he 
was speaking for God and that he was setting Job 
straight. It is interesting to note that God asked Job 


to pray for the other three friends (42:7-10), but no 
word, either of censure or praise, was said about 
Elihu. 

36:6-14 does not preserve the life of the wicked. 
Elihu repeats the concept that the wicked are judged 
by being cut off and the repentant are rewarded. 


35:7¢Prov.9:12 35:9/Job 34:28 35:109Is. 
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576 @ Job 36:18 
18 Because there is wrath, beware lest He 
take you away with one blow; 
For °a large ransom would not help 
you avoid it. 
19 pWill your riches, 
Or all the mighty forces, 
Keep you from distress? 
20 Do not desire the night, 
When people are cut off in their place. 
21 Take heed, ¢do not turn to iniquity, 
For "you have chosen this rather than 
affliction. 


22 “Behold, God is exalted by His power; 
Who teaches like Him? 
23 sWho has assigned Him His way, 
Or who has said, ‘You have done 
twrong’? 


Elihu Proclaims God's Majesty 
24 “Remember to “magnify His work, 
Of which men have sung. 
25. Everyone has seen it; 
Man looks on it from afar. 


26 “Behold, God is great, and we vdo not 
know Him; 
wNor can the number of His years be 
discovered. 
27 For He draws up drops of water, 
Which distill as rain from the mist, 
28 yWhich the clouds drop down 
And pour abundantly on man. 
29 Indeed, can anyone understand the 
spreading of clouds, 
The thunder from His canopy? 
30 Look, He 2scatters His light upon it, 
And covers the depths of the sea. 
31 For «by these He judges the peoples; 
He >gives food in abundance. 
32 cHe covers His hands with lightning, 
And commands it to strike. 
33 dHis thunder declares it, 
The cattle also, concerning the rising 
storm. 


37 “At this also my heart trembles, 
And leaps from its place. 


2 Hear attentively the thunder of His 
voice, 
And the rumbling that comes from 
His mouth. 
3 He sends it forth under the whole 
heaven, 
His lightning to the ends of the earth. 
4 After it “a voice roars; 
He thunders with His majestic voice, 
And He does not restrain them when 
His voice is heard. 
5 God thunders marvelously with His 
voice; 
bHe does great things which we cannot 
comprehend. 
6 For cHe says to the snow, ‘Fall on the 
earth’; 
Likewise to the gentle rain and the 
heavy rain of His strength. 
7 He seals the hand of every man, 
adThat eall men may know His work. 
8 The beasts /go into dens, 
And remain in their lairs. 
9 From the chamber of the south comes 
the whirlwind, 
And cold from the scattering winds of 
the north. 
10 sBy the breath of God ice is given, 
And the broad waters are frozen. 
11 Also with moisture He saturates the 
thick clouds; 
He scatters His bright clouds. 
12 And they swirl about, being turned by 
His guidance, 
That they may "do whatever He 
commands them 
On the face of the whole earth.* 
13 iHe causes it to come, 
Whether for correction, 
Or ifor His land, 
Or kfor mercy. 


M4 “Listen to this, O Job; 
Stand still and ‘consider the wondrous 
works of God. 


* 37:12 Literally the world of the earth 


36:23 You have done wrong. This is probably the 
most accurate warning that Elihu gives to Job. Even 
though Job was sure that God would vindicate his 
actions (and the reader knows that God saw Job as 
blameless and upright), he could not defend his posi- 
tion without telling God that He had done wrong. 
God cannot sin, nor will He tempt people to sin. 

36:24 magnify His work. This is the best advice that 
Elihu gave Job, and indeed, it was something that Job 
had already done (26:5-14; 28:1-28). Exalting God for 
who He is and what He has done is one of the best ways 
to gain perspective when we are in trouble or despair. 
36:26 Behold, God is great. As Elihu begins to praise 
God, his anger with Job disappears, and he speaks 
accurately and joyfully of the things that he knows 
about God. From here to the end of chapter 37 Elihu 
is praising God. The speeches of Elihu are the most 
difficult of the friends’ admonitions to analyze, and 
scholars are not in total agreement about which 
charges by Elihu are discerning and which charges 


are misapplied “conventional wisdom.” Like all mix- 
tures of truth and misunderstanding, Elihu’s dis- 
course needs careful sorting. 

37:7 seals the hand of every man. God uses the 
winter storm to stop man so that he cannot work, but 
instead may recognize the work of God. 

37:12 guidance. This is a nautical term which literally 
means “steerings” or “rope-pullings” (Prov. 15) and 
portrays God as the wise Captain who skillfully charts 
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15 Do you know when God dispatches 
them, 
And causes the light of His cloud to 
shine? 
16mDo you know how the clouds are 
balanced, 
Those wondrous works of "Him who is 
perfect in knowledge? 
17 Why are your garments hot, 
When He quiets the earth by the south 
wind? 
18 With Him, have you °spread out the 
pskies, 
Strong as a cast metal mirror? 


19 “Teach us what we should say to Him, 
For we can prepare nothing because of 
the darkness. 
20 Should He be told that I wish to speak? 
If a man were to speak, surely he 
would be swallowed up. 
21 Even now men cannot look at the light 
when it is bright in the skies, 
When the wind has passed and 
cleared them. 
22 He comes from the north as golden 
splendor; 
With God is awesome majesty. 
23 As for the Almighty, ¢we cannot find 
Him; 
"He is excellent in power, 
In judgment and abundant justice; 
He does not oppress. 
24 Therefore men ‘fear Him; 
He shows no partiality to any who are 
twise of heart.” 


The LorD Reveals His Omnipotence 
to Job 


3 8 Then the LORD answered Job out of 
the whirlwind, and said: 


2 “Who? is this who darkens counsel 
By cwords without knowledge? 
3 dNow prepare yourself like a man; 
I will question you, and you shall 
answer Me. 


4 “Where? were you when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding. 


Job 38:20 @ 577 


5 Who determined its measurements? 
Surely you know! 
Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6 To what were its foundations fastened? 
Or who laid its cornerstone, 
7 When the morning stars sang together, 
And all fthe sons of God shouted for 
joy? 
8 “Ore who shut in the sea with doors, 
When it burst forth and issued from 
the womb; 
9 When I made the clouds its garment, 
And thick darkness its swaddling 
band; 
10 When "I fixed My limit for it, 
And set bars and doors; 
11 When I said, 
‘This far you may come, but no farther, 
And here your proud waves ‘must stop!’ 


12 “Have you icommanded the morning 
since your days began, 
And caused the dawn to know its 
place, 
13° That it might take hold of the ends of 
the earth, 
And Fthe wicked be shaken out of it? 
4 Jt takes on form like clay under a seal, 
And stands out like a garment. 
15 From the wicked their ‘light is 
withheld, 
And ™the upraised arm is broken. 


16 “Have you "entered the springs of the 
sea? 
Or have you walked in search of the 
depths? 
17 Have °the gates of death been revealed 
to you? 
Or have you seen the doors of the 
shadow of death? 
18 Have you comprehended the breadth 
of the earth? 
Tell Me, if you know all this. 


19 “Where is the way to the dwelling of 
light? 

And darkness, where is its place, 

That you may take it to its territory, 

That you may know the paths to its 
home? 
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the course for the clouds, which respond obediently 
to His hand at the helm. 

37:18 Strong ... cast metal mirror. Ancient mirrors 
were firm and unbreakable because they were made 
of polished bronze. 

37:24 partiality ... wise of heart. Even though 
Elihu had claimed earlier to be one who “is perfect in 
knowledge” (36:4), he knew that God does not give 
preferential treatment, even to the wise. 

38:2 words without knowledge. The theme of the 
first speech of the Lord is given here. Job did not 
know what he was talking about. God quite quickly 
points out that there is a wide gap in understanding 
between God and man. God was not saying that Job 
had sinned in the way that his friends had accused 
him, but He was saying that Job had been presump- 
tuous with his superficial knowledge of divine things. 


Job, along with his friends, had to learn that suffering 
may serve a purpose known only to God. In that case, 
a follower of God will submit even to loss and trauma, 
without complaint, for the glory of God. 

38:10 My limit. If God controls the sea and places 
boundaries on it, He can place boundaries on any- 
thing else that will affect mankind. 
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578 & Job 38:21 
21 Do you know it, because you were 
born then, 
Or because the number of your days 
is great? 


22 “Have you entered ?the treasury of 
snow, 
Or have you seen the treasury of hail, 
23 aWhich I have reserved for the time of 
trouble, 
For the day of battle and war? 
24 By what way is light diffused, 
Or the east wind scattered over the 
earth? 


25 “Who thas divided a channel for the 
overflowing water, 
Or a path for the thunderbolt, 
26 To cause it to rain on a land where 
there is no one, 
A wilderness in which there is no man; 
27 sTo satisfy the desolate waste, 
And cause to spring forth the growth 
of tender grass? 
28 tHas the rain a father? 
Or who has begotten the drops of dew? 
29 From whose womb comes the ice? 
And the “frost of heaven, who gives it 
birth? 
30 The waters harden like stone, 
And the surface of the deep is vfrozen. 


31 “Can you bind the cluster of the “Pleiades, 
Or loose the belt of Orion? 
32, Can you bring out Mazzaroth’* in its 
season? 
Or can you guide the Great Bear with 
its cubs? 
33 Do you know *the ordinances of the 
heavens? 
Can you set their dominion over the 
earth? 


34 “Can you lift up your voice to the 
clouds, 
That an abundance of water may cover 
you? 
35 Can you send out lightnings, that they 
may go, 
And say to you, ‘Here we are!’? 
36 yWho has put wisdom in the mind?* 
Or who has given understanding to 
the heart? 
37 Who can number the clouds by 
wisdom? 
Or who can pour out the bottles of 
heaven, 


38 When the dust hardens in clumps, 
And the clods cling together? 


39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 

Or satisfy the appetite of the young 
lions, 

40 When they crouch in their dens, 
Or lurk in their lairs to lie in wait? 

41 aWho provides food for the raven, 
When its young ones cry to God, 
And wander about for lack of food? 


39 “Do you know the time when the 
wild «mountain goats bear 
young? 
Or can you mark when "the deer gives 
birth? 
2 Can you number the months that they 
fulfill? 
Or do you know the time when they 
bear young? 
3 They bow down, 
They bring forth their young, 
They deliver their offspring.* 
4 Their young ones are healthy, 
They grow strong with grain; 
They depart and do not return to them. 


5 “Who set the wild donkey free? 
Who loosed the bonds of the onager, 
6 cWhose home I have made the 
wilderness, 
And the barren land his dwelling? 
7 Hescorns the tumult of the city; 
He does not heed the shouts of the 
driver. 
8 The range of the mountains is his 
pasture, 
And he searches after 4every green 
thing. 


9 “Will the ewild ox be willing to serve 
you? 
Will he bed by your manger? 
10 Can you bind the wild ox in the furrow 
with ropes? 
Or will he plow the valleys behind you? 
11 Will you trust him because his 
strength is great? 
Or will you leave your labor to him? 
12 Will you trust him to bring home your 
grain, 
And gather it to your threshing floor? 


* 38:32 Literally Constellations * 38:36 Literally 
inward parts *39:3 Literally pangs, figurative 
of offspring 


38:26 where there is no one. Though God utilizes 
meteorological elements to intervene in human 
affairs, He also uses them in areas that lie outside the 
human realm, for the sake of the land itself. 

38:32 Great Bear. This is a reference to the constella- 
tion known as Ursa Major, also called the Big Dipper. 
39:1 Do you know. God continues His probing of Job. 
He has shown His control of the earth and seas, the 
elements and the heavens, and now He shows the 
splendor and mysteries of the wild forces of nature, 
which are also all in God’s control. 


39:5 loosed the bands of the onager. God shows His 
compassion even for beasts of burden. This contrasts 
sharply with Job’s complaints about God not noticing 
the oppression by the wicked (24:1-12). 
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13 “The wings of the ostrich wave proudly, 
But are her wings and pinions like the 
kindly stork’s? 
14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, 
And warms them in the dust; 
15 She forgets that a foot may crush them, 
Or that a wild beast may break them. 
16 She ‘treats her young harshly, as 
though they were not hers; 
Her labor is in vain, without concern, 
17 Because God deprived her of wisdom, 
And did not endow her with 
understanding. 
18 When she lifts herself on high, 
She scorns the horse and its rider. 


19 “Have you given the horse strength? 
Have you clothed his neck with thunder?* 
20 Can you frighten him like a locust? 
His majestic snorting strikes terror. 
21 He paws in the valley, and rejoices in 
his strength; 
hHe gallops into the clash of arms. 
22 He mocks at fear, and is not 
frightened; 
Nor does he turn back from the sword. 
23 The quiver rattles against him, 
The glittering spear and javelin. 
24 He devours the distance with 
fierceness and rage; 
Nor does he come to a halt because the 
trumpet has sounded. 
5 At the blast of the trumpet he says, 
‘Aha!’ 
He smells the battle from afar, 
The thunder of captains and shouting. 


te 


iS] 


6 “Does the hawk fly by your wisdom, 
And spread its wings toward the 
south? 
7 Does the ‘eagle mount up at your 
command, 
And imake its nest on high? 
28 On the rock it dwells and resides, 
On the crag of the rock and the 
stronghold. 
29 From there it spies out the prey; 
Its eyes observe from afar. 
30 Its young ones suck up blood; 
And kwhere the slain are, there it is.” 
4 Moreover the LORD ¢answered Job, 
and said: 
2 “Shall the one who contends with the 


Almighty correct Him? 
He who rebukes God, let him answer it.” 


iN 


Job 40:19 @ 579 


Job’s Response to God 
3Then Job answered the LORD and said: 


4 “Behold,¢I am vile; 
What shall I answer You? 
e] lay my hand over my mouth. 
5 Once I have spoken, but I will not 
answer; 
Yes, twice, but I will proceed no 
further.” 


God's Challenge to Job 
6fThen the LORD answered Job out of the 
whirlwind, and said: 


7 “Nowée prepare yourself like a man; 
h] will question you, and you shall 
answer Me: 


8 “Wouldi you indeed annul My judgment? 
Would you condemn Me that you may 
be justified? 
9 Have you an arm like God? 
Or can you thunder with ja voice like 
His? 
10 kThen adorn yourself with majesty and 
splendor, 
And array yourself with glory and 
beauty. 
ll Disperse the rage of your wrath; 
Look on everyone who is proud, and 
humble him. 
12, Look on everyone who is ‘proud, and 
bring him low; 
Tread down the wicked in their place. 
13 Hide them in the dust together, 
Bind their faces in hidden darkness. 
4 Then I will also confess to you 
That your own right hand can save you. 


15 “Look now at the behemoth,* which I 
made along with you; 
He eats grass like an ox. 
16 See now, his strength is in his hips, 
And his power is in his stomach 
muscles. 
17 He moves his tail like a cedar; 
The sinews of his thighs are tightly 
knit. 
18 His bones are like beams of bronze, 
His ribs like bars of iron. 
19 He is the first of the "ways of God; 
Only He who made him can bring near 
His sword. 


* 39:19 Or a mane 
identity unknown 


* 40:15 A large animal, exact 


39:30 where the slain are, there it is. The animals 
that feed on the blood of the slain prevent the spread 
of disease. This too is part of God's intricate plan. 
40:8 condemn Me that You may be justified. 
Because Job had been arguing against the inflexible 
retribution dogma, which views suffering as God's 
punishment for sin, Job had to condemn God in order 
to maintain his own innocence. 

40:15 behemoth. Suggestions for the identity of 
this beast include the elephant, the hippopota- 
mus, or a dinosaur. The name means “great beast,” 


and the description most nearly fits a dinosaur, as 
neither the elephant nor the hippo has a tail like a 
cedar. 


39:16fLam. 4:3 39:179Job 35:11 39:21" Jer. 

8:6 39:27/Prov. 30:18, 19 /Jer.49:16 39:30 Matt. 
24:28 40:1¢Job 38:1 40:24 Job 9:3; 10:2; 33:13 “Job 
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40:79 Job 38:3 "Job 42:4 40:8/[Rom.3:4] 40:9/[Ps. 
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580 @ Job 40:20 
20 Surely the mountains "yield food for 
him, 
And all the beasts of the field play 
there. 
21 He lies under the lotus trees, 
In a covert of reeds and marsh. 
22 The lotus trees cover him with their 
shade; 
The willows by the brook surround him. 
23 Indeed the river may rage, 
Yet he is not disturbed; 
He is confident, though the Jordan 
gushes into his mouth, 
24 Though he takes it in his eyes, 
Or one pierces his nose with a snare. 
41 “Can you draw out “Leviathan* with 
a hook, 
Or snare his tongue with a line which 
you lower? 
2 Can you put a reed through his nose, 
Or pierce his jaw with a hook? 
3 Will he make many supplications to 
you? 
Will he speak softly to you? 
4 Will he make a covenant with you? 
Will you take him as a servant forever? 
5 Will you play with him as with a bird, 
Or will you leash him for your 
maidens? 
6 Will your companions make a 
banquet* of him? 
Will they apportion him among the 
merchants? 
7 Can you fill his skin with harpoons, 
Or his head with fishing spears? 
8 Lay your hand on him; 
Remember the battle— 
Never do it again! 
9 Indeed, any hope of overcoming him is 
false; 
Shall one not be overwhelmed at the 
sight of him? 
10 No one is so fierce that he would dare 
stir him up. 
Who then is able to stand against Me? 
11 cWho has preceded Me, that I should 
pay him? 
dEverything under heaven is Mine. 


12 “TJ will not conceal* his limbs, 
His mighty power, or his graceful 
proportions. 
13, Who can remove his outer coat? 
Who can approach him with a double 
bridle? 
144 Who can open the doors of his face, 
With his terrible teeth all around? 
15 His rows of scales are his pride, 
Shut up tightly as with a seal; 


17 They are joined one to another, 
They stick together and cannot be 
parted. 
18 His sneezings flash forth light, 
And his eyes are like the eyelids of the 
morning. 
19 Out of his mouth go burning lights; 
Sparks of fire shoot out. 
20 Smoke goes out of his nostrils, 
As from a boiling pot and burning 
rushes. 
21 His breath kindles coals, 
And a flame goes out of his mouth. 
22 Strength dwells in his neck, 
And sorrow dances before him. 
23° The folds of his flesh are joined 
together; 
They are firm on him and cannot be 
moved. 
24 His heart is as hard as stone, 
Even as hard as the lower millstone. 
25 When he raises himself up, the mighty 
are afraid; 
Because of his crashings they are 
beside* themselves. 
26 Though the sword reaches him, it 
cannot avail; 
Nor does spear, dart, or javelin. 
27 He regards iron as straw, 
And bronze as rotten wood. 
28 The arrow cannot make him flee; 
Slingstones become like stubble to 
him. 
29 Darts are regarded as straw; 
He laughs at the threat of javelins. 
30 His undersides are like sharp 
potsherds; 
He spreads pointed marks in the mire. 
31_ He makes the deep boil like a pot; 
He makes the sea like a pot of 
ointment. 
32 He leaves a shining wake behind him; 
One would think the deep had white 
hair. 
33 On earth there is nothing like him, 
Which is made without fear. 
34 He beholds every high thing; 
He is king over all the children of 
pride.” 


Job’s Repentance and Restoration 
4 Then Job answered the LORD and 


said: 
2 “T know that You “can do everything, 
And that no purpose of Yours can be 
withheld from You. 


* 41:1 A large sea creature, exact iden- 


16 7 tity unknown *41:6 Or bargain over him 
One is so near another * 41:12 Literally keep silent about *41:25 Or 
That no air can come between them; purify themselves 

41:1 Leviathan. The identity of Leviathan, which is a MOSONPLAGEIA. AtAwle D7A~ Ata Ble a0 


transliteration for the Hebrew word “sea monster,” or 
“sea serpent,” is disputed. His description (vv. 12-18) 
sounds like the traditional dragon. He is a sea animal, 
an uncontrollable giant. 


41:11¢[Rom. 11:35] ¢Ps. 24:1;50:12 42:24 [Matt. 19:26] 


3 You asked, »‘Who is this who hides 
counsel without knowledge?’ 
Therefore I have uttered what I did not 
understand, 
cThings too wonderful for me, which I 
did not know. 
4 Listen, please, and let me speak; 
You said, “I will question you, and you 
shall answer Me.’ 


5 “T have eheard of You by the hearing of 
the ear, 
But now my eye sees You. 
6 Therefore I fabhor myself, 
And repent in dust and ashes.” 


7And so it was, after the LORD had spo- 
ken these words to Job, that the LORD said 
to Eliphaz the Temanite, “My wrath is 
aroused against you and your two friends, 
for you have not spoken of Me what is 
right, as My servant Job has. 8Now there- 
fore, take for yourselves seven bulls and 
seven rams, "go to My servant Job, and 
offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; 
and My servant Job shall ‘pray for you. For 
I will accept him, lest I deal with you ac- 
cording to your folly; because you have not 
spoken of Me what is right, as My servant 
Job has.” 

9So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went 
and did as the LORD commanded them; 


Job 42:17. @ 581 


for the LORD had accepted Job. !%And 
the LORD restored Job’s losses* when he 
prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD 
gave Job *twice as much as he had before. 
Then /all his brothers, all his sisters, and 
all those who had been his acquaintances 
before, came to him and ate food with him 
in his house; and they consoled him and 
comforted him for all the adversity that 
the LORD had brought upon him. Each one 
gave him a piece of silver and each a ring 
of gold. 

12Now the LORD blessed the latter days 
of Job more than his beginning; for he had 
nfourteen thousand sheep, six thousand 
camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and 
one thousand female donkeys. !8°He also 
had seven sons and three daughters. 4And 
he called the name of the first Jemimah, 
the name of the second Keziah, and the 
name of the third Keren-Happuch. In all 
the land were found no women so beauti- 
ful as the daughters of Job; and their fa- 
ther gave them an inheritance among their 
brothers. 

After this Job Plived one hundred 
and forty years, and saw his children and 
grandchildren for four generations. !17So 
Job died, old and full of days. 


* 42:10 Literally Job’s captivity, that is, what was 
captured from Job 


42:4 you shall answer Me. Job was completely done 
with his complaints of injustice. He knew that his pre- 
suppositions were wrong, and that he needed God's 
wisdom. 

42:5 Conviction—Job was not convicted of a partic- 
ular sin, but of too small a view of God. In the Bible, 
the revelation of the character and person of God is 
the criterion for proper self-evaluation (Is. 6:5). Job 
regretted that his trust in God had been so imperfect, 
for he now understood God in a new way. 

42:6 repent in dust and ashes. Dust and ashes were 
a sign of mourning. Job could not retract more fully. 
42:7 spoken of Me... as My servant Job has. Even 
though God had just shown Job his presumption, 
God still validated Job’s doggedly held position that 


God had not brought suffering on him because of sin 
in his life. 

42:10 restored Job’s losses when he prayed. Not 
only did God deal with Job's presumption and the 
wrong ideas of his friends, but He provided the per- 
fect way to restore their relationship with each other, 
as well as with God. 


42:3 5 Job 38:2 Ps. 40:5; 131:1; 139:6 42:44 Job 38:3; 
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THE BOOK OF 


PSALMS 


> AUTHOR: Seventy-five of the psalms in the book are designated as Davidic: 3-9; 
11-32; 34-41; 51-65; 68-70; 86; 101; 103; 108-110; 122; 124; 131; 133; and 138-145. The 
New Testament tells us that the “anonymous” Psalms 2 and 95 were also written by 
David. In addition to these, twelve are by Asaph, a priest who headed the service 
of music; ten are by the sons of Korah, a guild of singers and composers; two are by 
Solomon, Israel's most powerful king; one is by Moses; one by Heman, a wise man; 
and one is by Ethan, another wise man. The remaining fifty psalms are anonymous, 
but tradition attributes them to Ezra. 

> TIME: c. 1410-430 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Ps. 19:14 

> THEME: A collection of songs that literally covers hundreds of years of Jewish 
history from the patriarchs down through the postexilic period, the Book of Psalms 
is practical and personal as well as scenic and magnificently beautiful. The Psalms 
teach us how to pray, how to grieve, how to rejoice, and how to worship. Any Chris- 
tian who makes building a relationship with God a priority in his or her life will find 
great spiritual nourishment in the Psalms. It is the prayer book for all who believe in 


the God of the universe. Jesus used it as such, and so should we. 


BOOK ONE 
Psalms 1-41 


Psalm 1 


The Way of the Righteous and the 
End of the Ungodly 


1 Blessed ¢is the man 
Who walks not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, 
Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
bNor sits in the seat of the scornful; 


2 But chis delight is in the law of the LORD, 
dAnd in His law he meditates day 
and night. 
3 He shall be like a tree 
ePlanted by the rivers of water, 
That brings forth its fruit in its 
season, 
Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
And whatever he does shall ‘prosper. 


4 The ungodly are not so, 
But are slike the chaff which the wind 
drives away. 
5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand 
in the judgment, 
Nor sinners in the congregation of the 
righteous. 


1:1 Success—Psalm 1 sets the tone for the whole Book 
of Psalms. It contrasts the ways of life of the blessed 
man and the wicked man. Being blessed or successful 
is not a once for all time, dramatic event, but rather a 
lifetime of choosing to follow God and His command- 
ments. Success happens when we move from grudg- 
ing acceptance to enthusiastic delight in absorbing 
and then following God’s laws and mandates. Nothing 
provides more resources. No motivational speakers 
will set us on a better course. No degrees will give us 
more of a life-changing education. 

At first glance this kind of lifestyle may not look 
like the most exciting way to live. We can go through 
life, plodding along this way, without anybody even 
noticing. It’s a lifestyle that doesn’t fill up trophy 
cases or result in monuments being created. It can, 
however, end with “Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant” from our Lord. The excitement is in the results 
of being in a position to help family and friends grow. 


Success comes from being in a relationship with God 
that means fruitfulness by His definition. 

1:1 Blessed is the man. Hebrew wisdom literature 
and poetry is filled with descriptions of two favorite 
characters: “the righteous man” and “wisdom” (often 
personified as “she”). In this context, “the righteous 
man” is a literary tool used to represent those who 
love and desire to please God, rather than an actual 
individual. 

1:2 meditates. Biblical meditation is focusing the 
mind on Scripture or the attributes and actions of 
God. 

1:3 shall prosper. This is not a guarantee of the future 
financial worth of the righteous; rather, the righteous 
person is always useful and productive to the Lord. 


1:17 Prov. 4:14 8 Jer. 15:17 1:2¢Ps. 119:14, 16, 35 4Josh. 
1:8] 1:3 Jer. 17:8 ‘Gen. 39:2,3,23 1:49 Job 21:18 


6 For "the LORD knows the way of the 
righteous, 
But the way of the ungodly shall 
perish. 


Psalm 2 


The Messiah's Triumph and 
Kingdom 


1 Why 4do the nations rage, 
And the people plot a vain thing? 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
And the »rulers take counsel together, 
Against the LORD and against His 

cAnointed, saying, 

3 “Let dus break Their bonds in pieces 

And cast away Their cords from us. 


” 


4 He who sits in the heavens ¢shall 
laugh; 
The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 Then He shall speak to them in His 
wrath, 
And distress them in His deep 
displeasure: 
6 “Yet Ihave set My King 
On My holy hill of Zion.” 


7 “T will declare the decree: 
The LORD has said to Me, 
f*You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You. 
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You 
The nations for Your inheritance, 
And the ends of the earth for Your 
possession. 
9 £You shall break* them with a rod of 
iron; 
You shall dash them to pieces like a 
potter’s vessel.’” 


10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 

Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear, 

And rejoice with trembling. 
12 Kiss the Son,* lest He* be angry, 

And you perish in the way, 


Psalm 3:8 @ 583 

When "His wrath is kindled but a 
little. 

iBlessed are all those who put their 
trust in Him. 


Psalm 3 
The LorD Helps His Troubled People 


A Psalm of David «when he fled from 
Absalom his son. 


LORD, how they have increased who 
trouble me! 
Many are they who rise up 
against me. 
2 Many are they who say of me, 
“There is no help for him in God.” Selah 


3 But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, 
My glory and ¢the One who lifts up 
my head. 
4 Icried to the LORD with my voice, 
And ¢He heard me from His eholy hill. 
Selah 


5 fl lay down and slept; 
I awoke, for the LORD sustained me. 
6 2] will not be afraid of ten thousands of 
people 
Who have set themselves against me 
all around. 


7 Arise, O LORD; 
Save me, O my God! 
hFor You have struck all my enemies on 
the cheekbone; 
You have broken the teeth of the 
ungodly. 
8 iSalvation belongs to the LORD. 
Your blessing is upon Your people. 
Selah 


* 2:9 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read rule (compare 
Revelation 2:27). *2:12 Septuagint and Vulgate 
read Embrace discipline; Targum reads Receive 
instruction. ¢ Septuagint reads the LORD. 


1:6 knows the way. The verb “knows” in this context 
refers not just to God’s awareness, but to an inti- 
mate, personal knowledge (101:4). God is intimately 
involved with the way of the righteous, but has no 
connection with the way of the ungodly, except in 
judgment (146:9). 

2:1 Why do the nations rage. David, the human 
author of this psalm (Acts 4:24—26), was probably refer- 
ting to the nations that confronted him and his legiti- 
mate heirs to the throne of Israel. But the Davidic kings 
were mere shadows of the coming great King, the 
Savior Jesus. Consequently, in a larger sense, this verse 
refers to any attack on Jesus and His divine kingdom. 
This assault occurred in its most dramatic form at the 
cross, but resistance to God’s kingdom has continued. 
2:12 Kiss the Son. All peoples are presented with 
a clear choice. They can either love and respect the 
Lord’s anointed, and so experience His great blessing, 
or they can refuse to submit, and incur God’s wrath. 


3:title when he fled from Absalom. The history 
behind this psalm is recorded in 1 Samuel 15. 

3:2 Selah. This is probably a literary or musical term, 
perhaps indicating a pause in the lyrics for a musical 
interlude. 

3:7 struck... onthe cheekbone. |n the poetic imag- 
ery that David uses, his enemies are like powerful 
beasts whose strength is in their jaws and whose ter- 
ror is in their teeth. God's strike at the source of their 
strength means that they are no longer a threat. 
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584 @ Psalm 4:1 


Psalm 4 


The Safety of the Faithful 


To the Chief Musician. With stringed 
instruments. A Psalm of David. 


1 Hear me when I call, O God of my 
righteousness! 
You have relieved me in my distress; 
Have mercy on me, and hear my 
prayer. 


2 How long, O you sons of men, 
Will you turn my glory to shame? 
How long will you love worthlessness 
And seek falsehood? Selah 
3 But know that «the LORD has set 
apart* for Himself him who is 
godly; 
The LorRD will hear when I call to Him. 


4 bBe angry, and do not sin. 
cMeditate within your heart on your 
bed, and be still. Selah 
5 Offer ¢the sacrifices of righteousness, 
And ¢put your trust in the LORD. 


6 There are many who say, 
“Who will show us any good?” 
fLORD, lift up the light of Your 
countenance upon us. 
7 You have put ¢gladness in my heart, 
More than in the season that their 
grain and wine increased. 
8 h] will both lie down in peace, and 
sleep; 
‘For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell 
in safety. 


Psalm 5 


A Prayer for Guidance 


To the Chief Musician. With flutes.* 
A Psalm of David. 


1 Give “ear to my words, O LoRD, 
Consider my meditation. 

2 Give heed to the voice of my cry, 
My King and my God, 
For to You I will pray. 


3 My voice You shall hear in the 
morning, O LORD; 
>In the morning I will direct it to You, 
And I will look up. 


4 For You are not a God who takes 
pleasure in wickedness, 
Nor shall evil dwell with You. 
5 The cboastful shall not ¢stand in Your 
sight; 
You hate all workers of iniquity. 
6 You shall destroy those who speak 
falsehood; 
The LorD abhors the ebloodthirsty 
and deceitful man. 


7 But as for me, I will come into Your 
house in the multitude of Your 
mercy; 

In fear of You I will worship toward 
Your holy temple. 

8 fLead me, O LorD, in Your 
righteousness because of my 
enemies; 

Make Your way straight before my 
face. 


9 For there is no faithfulness in their 
mouth; 
Their inward part is destruction; 
#Their throat is an open tomb; 
They flatter with their tongue. 
10 Pronounce them guilty, O God! 
Let them fall by their own counsels; 
Cast them out in the multitude of their 
transgressions, 
For they have rebelled against You. 


11 But let all those rejoice who put their 
trust in You; 
Let them ever shout for joy, because 
You defend them; 
Let those also who love Your name 
Be joyful in You. 
12 For You, O LORD, will bless the 
righteous; 
With favor You will surround him as 
with a shield. 


*4:3 Many Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, 
Targum, and Vulgate read made wonderful. 
* 5:title Hebrew nehiloth 


4:1 O God of my righteousness. This phrase can 
also be translated “O my righteous God.” It has two 
meanings: only God is righteous, and all of a person’s 
righteousness is found in Him alone. 

4:4 Be angry, and do not sin. These words are cited 
by Paul in the New Testament (Eph. 4:26). This is 
a good description of what righteous indignation 
should look like. 

4:7 their grain and wine. The joy God gives tran- 
scends the joy of the harvest. Agricultural produce, 
the result of abundant rain on fertile soil, was a bless- 
ing of God on His people. But there is something 
greater than full barns and overflowing cisterns—the 
joy of God's presence. 

5:7 Your holy temple. David was a leader in reforming 
the worship of God in Jerusalem, and he established a 


structure for the worship that would take place in the 
temple to be built by Solomon. David uses the word 
“temple” in anticipation of the future glorious build- 
ing; all later generations of Hebrew worshipers would 
understand their own worship better because of the 
use of this word in these psalms. 

5:9 Their throat is an open tomb. Paul echoed the 
words of these verses in describing the depravity of 
all people (Rom. 3:13). 


4:39[2Tim. 2:19] 4:46 [Eph. 4:26] ©Ps. 77:6 
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Psalm 6 


A Prayer of Faith in Time of Distress 


To the Chief Musician. With stringed 
instruments. 2On an eight-stringed 
harp.* A Psalm of David. 


1 OLOoRD, ’do not rebuke me in Your 
anger, 
Nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure. 
2 Have mercy on me, O LorD, for lam 
weak; 
O LorD, cheal me, for my bones are 
troubled. 
3 My soul also is greatly 4troubled; 
But You, O LORD—how long? 


4 Return, O LorD, deliver me! 
Oh, save me for Your mercies’ sake! 
5 eFor in death there is no remembrance 
of You; 
In the grave who will give You thanks? 


6 Jam weary with my groaning; 
All night I make my bed swim; 
I drench my couch with my tears. 

7 fMy eye wastes away because of grief; 
It grows old because of all my enemies. 


8 eDepart from me, all you workers of 
iniquity; 
For the LORD has “heard the voice of 
my weeping. 
9 The LoRD has heard my supplication; 
The LorD will receive my prayer. 
10 Let all my enemies be ashamed and 
greatly troubled; 
Let them turn back and be ashamed 
suddenly. 


Psalm 7 


Prayer and Praise for Deliverance 
from Enemies 


A *Meditation* of David, which he 
sang to the LORD >concerning the 
words of Cush, a Benjamite. 


1 OLORD my God, in You I put my trust; 
cSave me from all those who persecute 
me; 
And deliver me, 


Psalm 7:13 @ 585 


2 dLest they tear me like a lion, 


eRending me in pieces, while there is 
none to deliver. 


3 OLORD my God, fif I have done 


this: 
If there is iniquity in my hands, 

4 If Ihave repaid evil to him who was at 
peace with me, 

Or “have plundered my enemy without 
cause, 

Let the enemy pursue me and overtake 
me; 

Yes, let him trample my life to the 


earth, 
And lay my honor in the dust. Selah 


Arise, O LORD, in Your anger; 
‘Lift Yourself up because of the rage of 
my enemies; 
iRise up for me* to the judgment You 
have commanded! 
So the congregation of the peoples 
shall surround You; 
For their sakes, therefore, return on 
high. 
The LorD shall judge the peoples; 
kJudge me, O LORD, ‘according to my 
righteousness, 
And according to my integrity 
within me. 


Oh, let the wickedness of the wicked 
come to an end, 
But establish the just; 
mFor the righteous God tests the hearts 
and minds. 
10 My defense is of God, 
Who saves the "upright in heart. 


ll God is a just judge, 
And God is angry with the wicked 
every day. 
12 If he does not turn back, 
He will sharpen His sword; 
He bends His bow and makes it 
ready. 
13. He also prepares for Himself 
instruments of death; 
He makes His arrows into fiery shafts. 


a 


a 


x 


oo 


c) 


*6:title Hebrew sheminith *7:title Hebrew Shig- 
gaion *7:6 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads O LORD my God. 


6:4 for Your mercies’ sake. Perhaps the most signif- 
icant single term in the Hebrew text regarding the 
character of God is the word rendered “mercies” here. 
The Hebrew word describes what some prefer to call 
the “loyal love” or “lovingkindness” of God. 

6:6-7 grief. The sighing and tears of this psalm are 
to be understood as responses to the psalmist’s phys- 
ical afflictions experienced at the hands of his ene- 
mies, and also to reflect the seriousness with which 
he felt the weight and burden of his own sinfulness. 
All affliction is not directly related to sin; however, it 
is an occasion when a spiritual accounting with God 
should be taken and in which the believer should be 
inclined to strengthen himself in God. 

7:1 in You I put my trust. The dominant message in 


the Book of Psalms is twofold: (1) God is good, and (2) 
life is difficult. The life of faith is lived between these 
two realities. 

7:12 If he does not turn back. God abhors sin, but 
He is also merciful, giving people the opportunity to 
repent before they are punished for their wickedness. 
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586 #@ Psalm7:14 
14 pBehold, the wicked brings forth 
iniquity; 
Yes, he conceives trouble and brings 
forth falsehood. 
15 He made a pit and dug it out, 
4And has fallen into the ditch which he 
made. 
16 rHis trouble shall return upon his own 
head, 
And his violent dealing shall come 
down on his own crown. 


17 J] will praise the LORD according to His 
righteousness, 
And will sing praise to the name of the 
LORD Most High. 


Psalm 8 


The Glory of the LorD in Creation 


To the Chief Musician. On the 
instrument of Gath.* A Psalm of David. 


1 OLOoRD, our Lord, 
How ¢excellent is Your name in all the 
earth, 
Who have set Your glory above the 
heavens! 


2 cQut of the mouth of babes and nursing 
infants 
You have ordained strength, 
Because of Your enemies, 
That You may silence ¢the enemy and 
the avenger. 


3 When I econsider Your heavens, the 
work of Your fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which You 
have ordained, 
4 fWhat is man that You are mindful of 
him, 
And the son of man that You £visit 
him? 
5 For You have made him a little lower 
than the angels,* 
And You have crowned him with glory 
and honor. 


6 hYou have made him to have dominion 
over the works of Your hands; 
‘You have put all things under his feet, 
7 Allsheep and oxen— 
Even the beasts of the field, 
8 The birds of the air, 
And the fish of the sea 
That pass through the paths of the seas. 


9 iO LORD, our Lord, 
How excellent is Your name in all the 
earth! 


Psalm 9 


Prayer and Thanksgiving for the 
LorD’s Righteous Judgments 


To the Chief Musician. To the tune of 
“Death of the Son.”* A Psalm of David. 


1 [will praise You, O LORD, with my 
whole heart; 
I will tell of all Your marvelous works. 
2 [will be glad and rejoice in You; 
I will sing praise to Your name, 
bO Most High. 


3 When my enemies turn back, 
They shall fall and perish at Your 

presence. 

4 For You have maintained my right and 

my cause; 
You sat on the throne judging in 
righteousness. 

5 You have rebuked the nations, 
You have destroyed the wicked; 
You have cblotted out their name 

forever and ever. 


6 Oenemy, destructions are finished 
forever! 
And you have destroyed cities; 
Even their memory has ¢perished. 


*8:title Hebrew Al Gittith *8:5 Hebrew Elohim, 
God; Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Jewish 
tradition translate as angels. *9:title Hebrew 
Muth Labben 


7:14 he conceives trouble. These words are echoed 
in the apostle James’ description of the progress of 
sin James 1:14—15). 

8:5 a little lower than the angels. Mankind stands 
at the summit of God’s creation. The Septuagint, an 
ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament, trans- 
lates the Hebrew word meaning “God” (elohim) as 
“angels.” The author of Hebrews bases his argument in 
2:5-9 on this translation, and both readings are true. 
God made man (human beings) in His own image, just 
alittle lower than angels. God created human beings as 
majestic creatures who were to rule over His creation. 
In our fallen state, we are profoundly disfigured, a per- 
version of the majesty God intended. However, Jesus 
restores those who put their trust in Him. In Christ, we 
recover majesty; in Him, we become the people that 
God wants us to be. Whenever we feel worthless, the 
words of this psalm should encourage us. We and all 


other human beings are valuable because God Himself 
created us in His own glorious image. 

8:9 OLorp, our Lord. The first word is the divine name 
Yahweh. The second Hebrew word translated “our 
Lord” speaks of the One in control: “our Sovereign.” 
9:1 with my whole heart. Real praise is not half- 
hearted; it involves one’s whole being (146:2). The 
words of these two verses are characteristic of the 
praise of God in the Psalms. He is to be praised for His 
works and His name. His name represents who He is; 
His works represent what He does. 
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13 
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eBut the LORD shall endure forever; 
He has prepared His throne for 
judgment. 
fHe shall judge the world in 
righteousness, 
And He shall administer judgment for 
the peoples in uprightness. 


The LorD also will be a “refuge for the 
oppressed, 

A refuge in times of trouble. 

And those who "know Your name will 
put their trust in You; 

For You, LORD, have not forsaken 
those who seek You. 


Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells 
in Zion! 

iDeclare His deeds among the people. 

iWhen He avenges blood, He 
remembers them; 

He does not forget the cry of the 
humble. 


Have mercy on me, O LorpD! 

Consider my trouble from those who 
hate me, 

You who lift me up from the gates of 
death, 

That I may tell of all Your praise 

In the gates of the daughter of Zion. 

I will *rejoice in Your salvation. 


'The nations have sunk down in the pit 
which they made; 

In the net which they hid, their own 
foot is caught. 

The LorD is "known by the judgment 
He executes; 

The wicked is snared in the work of 
his own hands. 

nMeditation.* Selah 


The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
And all the nations °that forget God. 


18 pFor the needy shall not always be 


19 


20 


forgotten; 


aThe expectation of the poor shall not 


perish forever. 


Arise, O LORD, 

Do not let man prevail; 

Let the nations be judged in Your 
sight. 

Put them in fear, O LorD, 


Psalm 10:10 & 587 


That the nations may know 
themselves to be but men. Selah 


Psalm 10 


N 


10 


A Song of Confidence in God’s 
Triumph over Evil 


Why do You stand afar off, O LORD? 
Why do You hide in times of trouble? 
The wicked in his pride persecutes the 
poor; 
aLet them be caught in the plots which 
they have devised. 


For the wicked »boasts of his heart’s 
desire; 

He cblesses the greedy and renounces 
the LORD. 

The wicked in his proud countenance 
does not seek God; 

God is in none of his “thoughts. 


His ways are always prospering; 
Your judgments are far above, out of 
his sight; 
As for all his enemies, he sneers at 
them. 
¢He has said in his heart, “I shall not be 
moved; 
fl shall never be in adversity.” 
sHis mouth is full of cursing and "deceit 
and oppression; 
Under his tongue is trouble and 
iniquity. 
He sits in the lurking places of the 
villages; 
In the secret places he murders the 
innocent; 
His eyes are secretly fixed on the 
helpless. 
He lies in wait secretly, as a lion in his 
den; 
He lies in wait to catch the poor; 
He catches the poor when he draws 
him into his net. 
So he crouches, he lies low, 
That the helpless may fall by his 
strength. 


*9:16 Hebrew Higgaion 


9:10 those who know Your name. Those in Old Tes- 
tament times who “knew the name of the Lord” were 
those who looked forward with saving faith to God’s 
promised redemption, just as we look back with sav- 
ing faith to the redemption accomplished. 

9:14 the daughter of Zion. This endearing term for 
Jerusalem indicated the close relationship and nur- 


hearts offer praise and worship to their own greedy 
desires. Their desires know no divinely set limits, 
since the wicked do not seek Him, but live with the 
conscious thought that there is no God (v. 4). 


9:72@Heb. 1:11 9:8 [Ps. 96:13; 98:9] 9:99Ps. 32:7; 


turing care God had for His people. 

10:1 Why. Psalm 10 is found as the second half of 
Psalm 9 in the Septuagint, the ancient Greek transla- 
tion of the Hebrew Scripture. 

10:3 the greedy. The verb “to boast,” as translated 
here, is most commonly rendered “praise.” The 
wicked offer praise, but not to the Lord. Rather, their 


46:1;91:2  9:10"Ps.91:14 9:11! Ps. 66:16; 107:22 
9:12/[Ps.72:14] 9:14*Ps. 13:5; 20:5;35:9  9:15/Ps. 
7:15,16 9:16™Ex.7:5 "Ps.92:3 9:17 ° Job 8:13 
9:18P Ps. 9:12; 12:5 7Prov. 23:18 10:2%Ps. 7:16; 9:16 
10:3 © Ps. 49:6; 94:3, 4 ©Prov.28:4 10:44Ps. 14:1; 36:1 
10:6 ¢ (Eccl. 8:11] ‘Rev. 18:7 10:79 [Rom. 3:14] "Ps. 
55:10, 11 


588 @ Psalm 10:11 
ll He has said in his heart, 
“God has forgotten; 
He hides His face; 
He will never see.” 


12 Arise, O LORD! 
O God, ‘lift up Your hand! 
Do not forget the ‘humble. 
13 Why do the wicked renounce God? 
He has said in his heart, 
“You will not require an account.” 


4 But You have *seen, for You observe 
trouble and grief, 
To repay it by Your hand. 
The helpless ‘commits himself to You; 
mYou are the helper of the fatherless. 
15 Break the arm of the wicked and the 
evil man; 
Seek out his wickedness until You find 
none. 


16 nThe LorD is King forever and ever; 
The nations have perished out of His 
land. 
17 LORD, You have heard the desire of the 
humble; 
You will prepare their heart; 
You will cause Your ear to hear, 
18 To do justice to the fatherless and the 
oppressed, 
That the man of the earth may oppress 
no more. 


Psalm 11 


Faith in the Lorb’s Righteousness 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 In “the LoRD I put my trust; 
How can you say to my soul, 
“Flee as a bird to your mountain”? 
2 For look! >The wicked bend their bow, 
They make ready their arrow on the 
string, 
That they may shoot secretly at the 
upright in heart. 
3 cIf the foundations are destroyed, 
What can the righteous do? 


4 The Lor» is in His holy temple, 
The LorD’s ¢throne is in heaven; 
eHis eyes behold, 
His eyelids test the sons of men. 
5 The LORD ‘tests the righteous, 
But the wicked and the one who loves 
violence His soul hates. 
6 Upon the wicked He will rain coals; 
Fire and brimstone and a burning wind 
gShall be the portion of their cup. 


7 For the LorD is righteous, 
He “loves righteousness; 
His countenance beholds the upright.* 


Psalm 12 


Man’s Treachery and God's 
Constancy 


To the Chief Musician. “On an eight- 
stringed harp.* A Psalm of David. 


1 Help, LORD, for the godly man “ceases! 
For the faithful disappear from among 
the sons of men. 
2 cThey speak idly everyone with his 
neighbor; 
With flattering lips and a double heart 
they speak. 


3 May the LorD cut off all flattering lips, 
And the tongue that speaks proud 
things, 
4 Who have said, 
“With our tongue we will prevail; 
Our lips are our own; 
Who is lord over us?” 


5 “For the oppression of the poor, for the 
sighing of the needy, 
Now I will arise,” says the LORD; 
“IT will set him in the safety for which he 
yearns.” 


6 The words of the LORD are ¢pure words, 
Like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
Purified seven times. 


* 11:7 Or The upright beholds His countenance 
* 12:title Hebrew sheminith 


10:11 God has forgotten. The wicked behave the 
way they do because they doubt that the Lord knows, 
cares, or will act. They want to believe that there will 
be no final judgment, so they feel free to do as they 
please. But the truth is that God will establish justice. 
11:1 In the Lorb | put my trust. In contrast to the 
surrounding psalms of lament (9; 10; 12), this psalm 
expresses great trust in the Almighty Lord. 

11:3 If the foundations are destroyed. The wicked 
may taunt, but in fact the foundations are not 
destroyed and will never be. 

11:5 The Lorb tests. Undergoing trials and suffering 
is not necessarily a mark of sin or of God’s disfavor. 
Such tests will show the true allegiance of our hearts. 
12:2 idly. The very foundation of a nation is under- 
mined when falsehood prevails. Every aspect of 


life—home, business, social life—is based on truth. 
Falsehood breeds suspicion and distrust, which will 
destroy the very fabric of society and civilization. 
12:6 pure words. |n contrast to the idle words of the 
wicked, the words of God are altogether trustworthy. 
The eternal and steadfast nature of the Lord Himself 
stands behind His words. He will establish justice just 
as He has promised to David (v. 5). 
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7 You shall keep them, O LoRD, 
You shall preserve them from this 
generation forever. 


8 The wicked prowl on every side, 
When vileness is exalted among the 
sons of men. 


Psalm 13 


Trust in the Salvation of the LorD 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 How long, O LORD? Will You forget me 
forever? 
aHow long will You hide Your face from 
me? 
2 How long shall I take counsel in my 
soul, 
Having sorrow in my heart daily? 
How long will my enemy be exalted 
over me? 


3 Consider and hear me, O LORD my 
God; 
bEnlighten my eyes, 
cLest I sleep the sleep of death; 
4 Lest my enemy say, 
“TI have prevailed against him”; 
Lest those who trouble me rejoice 
when I am moved. 


5 But I have trusted in Your mercy; 
My heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. 
6 J will sing to the LORD, 
Because He has dealt bountifully 
with me. 


Psalm 14 


Folly of the Godless, and God's 
Final Triumph 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 The ¢fool has said in his heart, 
“There is no God.” 


Psalm 15:3 @ 589 
They are corrupt, 
They have done abominable 
works, 
There is none who does good. 


2 bThe LORD looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men, 
To see if there are any who 
understand, who seek God. 
3 cThey have all turned aside, 
They have together become corrupt; 
There is none who does good, 
No, not one. 


4 Have all the workers of iniquity no 
knowledge, 
Who eat up my people as they eat 
bread, 
And 4do not call on the LORD? 
5 There they are in great fear, 
For God is with the generation of the 
righteous. 
6 ‘You shame the counsel of the poor, 
But the LorD is his ¢refuge. 


7 {Oh, that the salvation of Israel would 
come out of Zion! 
When the LorD brings back the 
captivity of His people, 
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad. 


Psalm 15 


The Character of Those Who May 
Dwell with the LorpD 


A Psalm of David. 


1 LORD, «who may abide in Your 
tabernacle? 
Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 


2 He who walks uprightly, 
And works righteousness, 
And speaks the "truth in his heart; 
3 He who does not backbite with his 
tongue, 
Nor does evil to his neighbor, 
dNor does he take up a reproach 
against his friend; 


13:1 How long, O Lorp? The Lord allows David to 
pour out his anxiety before Him. But by the end of 
David’s prayer, the Lord has granted him a correct 
perspective on his situation. David's only option is to 
trust in the sovereign mercy of his loving God. 

13:5 Your mercy. This word refers to God’s loyal love 
or lovingkindness, His faithfulness to His commit- 
ment to take care of His people. 

14:1 fool. This word does not refer to mental inability, 
but to moral and spiritual insensitivity. A fool is one who 
lives a life of “practical atheism,” the view that even if 
there is a God, it really does not matter to one’s life. 
14:4 no knowledge. The wicked lack knowledge of 
God's truth. Although people may be brilliant in their 
chosen fields, they can still be morally insensitive and 
spiritually closed to the issues that have eternal con- 
sequences. 


15:1 who may abide in Your tabernacle. No one 
except Jesus the Messiah is righteous enough to 
approach God. But there have always been those 
who stand before God as forgiven sinners, whose 
righteousness comes as a gift from God. We may 
come boldly into God's presence because our sins 
have been covered by Christ’s blood. 

15:2 He who walks uprightly, And works righ- 
teousness. The Lord commands us to be holy (1 Pet. 
1:15-16), and He also gives us the power to become 
holy (2 Thess. 2:16-17). 
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590 @ Psalm 15:4 
4 eIn whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
But he honors those who fear the 
LORD; 
He who fswears to his own hurt and 
does not change; 
5 He who does not put out his money at 
usury, 
Nor does he take a bribe against the 
innocent. 


He who does these things ¢shall never 
be moved. 


Psalm 16 


The Hope of the Faithful, and the 
Messiah's Victory 


A 4@Michtam of David. 


1 Preserve me, O God, for in You I put 
my trust. 


2 Omy soul, you have said to the LORD, 
“You are my Lord, 
bMy goodness is nothing apart from 
You.” 
3 As for the saints who are on the earth, 
“They are the excellent ones, in °whom 
is all my delight.” 


4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied who 
hasten after another god; 
Their drink offerings of “blood I will 
not offer, 
eNor take up their names on my lips. 


5 OLOorRD, You are the portion of my 
inheritance and my cup; 
You maintain my lot. 
6 The lines have fallen to me in pleasant 
places; 
Yes, I have a good inheritance. 


7 Iwill bless the LORD who has given me 
counsel; 


My heart also instructs me in the night 
seasons. 
8 fl have set the LORD always before me; 
Because He is at my right hand I shall 
not be moved. 


9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
glory rejoices; 
My flesh also will rest in hope. 
10 sFor You will not leave my soul in 
Sheol, 
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to 
see corruption. 
11 ‘You will show me the "path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
At Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. 


Psalm 17 


Prayer with Confidence in Final 
Salvation 


A Prayer of David. 


1 Hear a just cause, O LORD, 
Attend to my cry; 
Give ear to my prayer which is not 
from deceitful lips. 
2 Let my vindication come from Your 
presence; 
Let Your eyes look on the things that 
are upright. 


3 You have tested my heart; 
You have visited me in the night; 
2You have tried me and have found 
nothing; 
I have purposed that my mouth shall 
not >transgress. 
4 Concerning the works of men, 
By the word of Your lips, 
Ihave kept away from the paths of the 
destroyer. 


16:5 my inheritance. This phrase refers to the Prom- 
ised Land. God had given this inheritance to His 
people (Deut. 6:1—3). However, there was a greater 
inheritance for the Levites, who did not receive 
a share in the land (Num. 26:62); their share of the 
inheritance was in the Lord. David had an ances- 
tral inheritance in the land. As king, he also had 
extensive royal holdings. But he realized that no 
inheritance was greater than his relationship with 
Almighty God. 

16:10 Sheol. Sheol is “the grave,” or the realm of the 
dead. Not much is known of the ancient Hebrew’s 
concept of life after death. Sheol seems to be a 
dreaded place, shrouded in mystery. 

17:3 tested my heart. David knew that God had done 
what he was requesting even before he asked. That 
is, God knew David’s needs and what was in his heart. 
David's prayer helped him to focus on the source of 
his strength and to reaffirm his determination to live 
a pure life. 

17:4 God’s Word Corrects—There are many sym- 
bols for God’s word that can be found in the Bible 
itself. It can be thought of as a mirror (James 1:23-25), 


a seed (1 Pet. 1:23), alamp (Ps. 119:105), a sword (Eph. 
6:17), and even food (Heb. 5:12-14). But the Bible also 
serves as a measuring rod that can be used as a stan- 
dard against which to measure our beliefs. 

God Himself sometimes uses His word to correct 
us as He did with David. “You have dealt well with 
Your servant, O LorD, according to Your word... 
Before | was afflicted | went astray, but now | keep 
Your word” (Ps. 119:65,67). 

There are times when God’s word can correct 
believers when they are in honest and unintentional 
error. Aquila and Priscilla, a godly Christian couple, 
used the Scriptures to help a young preacher named 
Apollos (Acts 18:24—28). Paul does the same thing for 
some former disciples of John the Baptist that he met 
in the city of Ephesus (Acts 19:1-7). 
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5 cUphold my steps in Your paths, 
That my footsteps may not slip. 


6 d] have called upon You, for You will 
hear me, O God; 
Incline Your ear to me, and hear my 
speech. 
7 Show Your marvelous lovingkindness 
by Your right hand, 
O You who save those who trust in You 
From those who rise up against them. 
8 Keep me as the apple of Your eye; 
Hide me under the shadow of Your 
wings, 
9 From the wicked who oppress me, 
From my deadly enemies who 
surround me. 


10 They have closed up their efat hearts; 
With their mouths they fspeak 
proudly. 
ll They have now surrounded us in our 
steps; 
They have set their eyes, crouching 
down to the earth, 
12, Asa lion is eager to tear his prey, 
And like a young lion lurking in secret 
places. 


13 Arise, O LORD, 
Confront him, cast him down; 
Deliver my life from the wicked with 
Your sword, 
44 With Your hand from men, O LorD, 
From men of the world who have their 
portion in this life, 
And whose belly You fill with Your 
hidden treasure. 
They are satisfied with children, 
And leave the rest of their possession 
for their babes. 


15 As for me, £I will see Your face in 
righteousness; 
nh] shall be satisfied when I ‘awake in 
Your likeness. 


Psalm 18:9 @ 591 


Psalm 18 


God the Sovereign Savior 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David “the servant of the LORD, 
who spoke to the LORD the words of 
bthis song on the day that the LORD 
delivered him from the hand of all his 
enemies and from the hand of Saul. 
And he said: 


1 [| cwill love You, O LORD, my strength. 
2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress 
and my deliverer; 
My God, my strength, 4in whom I will 
trust; 
My shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold. 
3 J will call upon the LORD, ewho is 
worthy to be praised; 
So shall I be saved from my enemies. 


4 fThe pangs of death surrounded me, 
And the floods of ungodliness made 
me afraid. 
5 The sorrows of Sheol surrounded me; 
The snares of death confronted me. 
6 In my distress I called upon the 
LORD, 
And cried out to my God; 
He heard my voice from His temple, 
And my cry came before Him, even to 
His ears. 


7 Then the earth shook and trembled; 

The foundations of the hills also 
quaked and were shaken, 
Because He was angry. 

8 Smoke went up from His nostrils, 
And devouring fire from His mouth; 
Coals were kindled by it. 

9 hHe bowed the heavens also, and came 

down 
With darkness under His feet. 


17:14 who have their portion in this life. The wicked 
live their lives with only the pursuit of the pleasures 
of this world in mind. The righteous should not try to 
obtain what this life can offer, but instead pursue God 
and His ways. 

17:15 | will see Your face. |n the Old Testament there 
is no well-developed theology of heaven, yet there 
are times when the faith of the writer rises to utter 
statements of hope of resurrection and of life eternal 
with God. It would appear that such a view was always 
a part of godly faith, even though dim in comparison 
with the later revelation through Christ. Both Psalms 
16 and 17 are testimonies to a growing faith that 
entrance into God’s presence would be the fruit of 
a relationship with God in this life. The afflictions on 
earth cause faith to look forward to a time after this 
life when one will behold God's face in righteousness, 
and faith in God will be vindicated by seeing God. 
18:1 | will love You, O Lorb. Twice in the Psalms the 
poet declares a love for God (116:1). Here an unusual 
word for love is used, referring to compassion as 
deep as a mother’s love. The text for this psalm is also 
found in 2 Samuel 22. 


18:2 The Lorb is my rock. This is a particularly apt 
image for David, who many times had to hide in the 
mountains for security (1 Sam. 26:1,20). 

18:5-6 distress. As the title of Psalm 18 indicates, 
this poem of praise was composed in the midst of 
very trying times (2 Sam. 22:1). Once again, David had 
become the object of Saul’s uncontrollable rage; in 
his bouts of paranoia, Saul mistakenly suspected that 
David was laying the foundation of a revolt against 
his own royal position. How foolish David would have 
been had he said, “In my distress | took the matter 
into my own hands.” Rather he said, “In my distress | 
called upon the LorbD.” We have no other option when 
caught in our distressing situations. Otherwise we 
compound the suffering. 


17:5¢Ps. 44:18; 119:133 17:64 Ps. 86:7; 116:2 

17:10 Ezek. 16:49 [1 Sam. 2:3] 17:159[1 John 3:2] Ps. 
4:6, 7; 16:11 ‘[Is. 26:19] 18:title 7 Ps. 36:title 92 Sam. 
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10 iAnd He rode upon a cherub, and flew; 
iHe flew upon the wings of the wind. 
11 He made darkness His secret place; 
kHis canopy around Him was dark 
waters 
And thick clouds of the skies. 
12 [From the brightness before Him, 
His thick clouds passed with 
hailstones and coals of fire. 


13. The LoRD thundered from heaven, 
And the Most High uttered "His voice, 
Hailstones and coals of fire.* 

14 nHe sent out His arrows and scattered 

the foe, 
Lightnings in abundance, and He 
vanquished them. 

15 Then the channels of the sea were 

seen, 

The foundations of the world were 
uncovered 

At Your rebuke, O LORD, 

At the blast of the breath of Your 
nostrils. 


16 oHe sent from above, He took me; 
He drew me out of many waters. 
17 He delivered me from my strong 
enemy, 
From those who hated me, 
For they were too strong for me. 
18 They confronted me in the day of my 
calamity, 
But the LORD was my support. 
19 pHe also brought me out into a broad 
place; 
He delivered me because He delighted 
in me. 


20 aThe LORD rewarded me according to 

my righteousness; 

According to the cleanness of my 

hands 

He has recompensed me. 

For I have kept the ways of the LoRD, 

And have not wickedly departed from 

my God. 

22 For all His judgments were before me, 

And I did not put away His statutes 
from me. 

23 I was also blameless before Him, 

And I kept myself from my iniquity. 

24 rTherefore the LORD has recompensed 
me according to my 
righteousness, 

According to the cleanness of my 
hands in His sight. 
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sWith the merciful You will show 

Yourself merciful; 

With a blameless man You will show 
Yourself blameless; 

With the pure You will show Yourself 
pure; 

And ‘with the devious You will show 
Yourself shrewd. 

For You will save the humble people, 

But will bring down “haughty looks. 


vFor You will light my lamp; 
The LORD my God will enlighten my 
darkness. 
For by You I can run against a troop, 
By my God I can leap over a wall. 
As for God, “His way is perfect; 
xThe word of the LORD is proven; 
He is a shield Yto all who trust in Him. 


2For who is God, except the LORD? 
And who is a rock, except our God? 
It is God who “arms me with strength, 
And makes my way perfect. 

bHe makes my feet like the feet of deer, 
And ¢sets me on my high places. 

dHe teaches my hands to make war, 
So that my arms can bend a bow of 

bronze. 


You have also given me the shield of 
Your salvation; 
Your right hand has held me up, 
Your gentleness has made me great. 
You enlarged my path under me, 
eSo my feet did not slip. 


Ihave pursued my enemies and 
overtaken them; 

Neither did I turn back again till they 
were destroyed. 

Ihave wounded them, 

So that they could not rise; 

They have fallen under my feet. 

For You have armed me with strength 
for the battle; 

You have subdued under me those who 
rose up against me. 

You have also given me the necks of 
my enemies, 

So that I destroyed those who 
hated me. 

They cried out, but there was none to 
save; 


* 18:13 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; a few Hebrew manuscripts and Septua- 
gint omit Hailstones and coals of fire. 


18:11-12 darkness... brightness. The references to 
darkness speak of the hiddenness of God. He cannot 
be completely understood by those whom He has 
created. The references to brightness speak of God's 
holiness. 

18:35 the shield of Your salvation. The use of battle 
armor as an image of God's provision for the righ- 
teous is found in both the Old and New Testaments 
(Eph. 6:10-20). 

18:41 They cried out...tothe Lorb. Apparently, inthe 
extremes of battle, the enemies of David found no help 


from their gods, so they screamed aloud to David's 
God for deliverance. But God would not answer them. 


18:10 'Ps. 80:1; 99:1 /[Ps. 104:3] 18:11 Ps. 97:2 
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fEven to the LorD, but He did not 
answer them. 
42 Then I beat them as fine as the dust 
before the wind; 
I cast them out like dirt in the streets. 


43 You have delivered me from the 
strivings of the people; 
hYou have made me the head of the 
nations; 
iA people I have not known shall 
serve me. 
44 Assoonas they hear of me they obey me; 
The foreigners submit to me. 
45 iThe foreigners fade away, 
And come frightened from their 
hideouts. 


46 The LORD lives! 
Blessed be my Rock! 
Let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
47 It is God who avenges me, 
kAnd subdues the peoples under me; 
48 He delivers me from my enemies. 
'You also lift me up above those who 
rise against me; 
You have delivered me from the 
violent man. 
49mTherefore I will give thanks to You, 
O LORD, among the Gentiles, 
And sing praises to Your name. 


50 nGreat deliverance He gives to His king, 
And shows mercy to His anointed, 
To David and his descendants 
forevermore. 


Psalm 19 


The Perfect Revelation of the LorD 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 The ¢heavens declare the glory of God; 
And the >firmament shows His 
handiwork. 


Psalm 19:12 @ 593 


2 Day unto day utters speech, 
And night unto night reveals 
knowledge. 
3 There is no speech nor language 
Where their voice is not heard. 
4 cTheir line* has gone out through all 
the earth, 
And their words to the end of the 
world. 


In them He has set a tabernacle for 
the sun, 
5 Which is like a bridegroom coming 
out of his chamber, 
dAnd rejoices like a strong man to run 
its race. 
6 Its rising is from one end of heaven, 
And its circuit to the other end; 
And there is nothing hidden from its 
heat. 


7 eThe law of the LorD is perfect, 
converting the soul; 
The testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making fwise the simple; 
8 The statutes of the LORD are right, 
rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the LorD is 
pure, enlightening the eyes; 
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, 
enduring forever; 
The judgments of the LoRD are true 
and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than £gold, 
Yea, than much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb. 
11 Moreover by them Your servant is 
warned, 
And in keeping them there is great 
reward. 


12 Who can understand his errors? 
hCleanse me from secret faults. 


*19:4 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read sound; 
Targum reads business. 


There is only one prayer from the wicked to which He 
gladly listens—the prayer of repentance. 

18:43 head of the nations. David gained his empire 
by the work of the Lord on his behalf. But David’s 
empire was only a picture of the kingdom of God that 
will one day be governed by David's greater Son, the 
Lord Jesus. 

18:49 among the Gentiles. By proclaiming the vic- 
tories of God to the Gentiles, David was calling for 
the nations to respond in faith. How fitting that Paul 
would cite this verse (or its parallel in 2 Sam. 22:50) in 
Romans 15:9 as an indicator of God’s ongoing inten- 
tion to bring His salvation to all people. 

19:1 The heavens declare. All of creation reveals 
God's glory and majesty (Rom. 1:18-20). 

19:4 a tabernacle for the sun. In the ancient Middle 
East, the sun was often thought of as a god. In this 
poem, the sun is but the stunning workmanship of 
the Creator, glorifying the God who made it. 

19:7-8 The law of the Lorb. The world reveals God's 
glory, and the Word reveals His saving grace. God's 


law (or teaching) is described as “perfect,” which is 
best understood here as “complete.” This law needs 
no alteration in part or in whole. It has power to bring 
deep and radical change in the inner life or soul. It 
is God's great instrument in conversion (James 1:18; 
1 Pet. 1:23). The Word of God is spoken of as God’s 
“testimony” because it is His own instruction con- 
cerning His person and purpose. In Scripture, God 
testifies concerning Himself, His Son, and sinners. 
God's Word is sure (2 Pet. 1:19), and may be trusted 
because He is faithful (1 Tim. 1:15). To those wise 
in their own eyes, the truth of God is hidden (Matt. 
11:25), but to the simple the Scriptures give wisdom 
that leads to salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). 
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Psalm 19:13 


Keep back Your servant also from 
ipresumptuous sins; 

Let them not have ‘dominion over me. 

Then I shall be blameless, 

And I shall be innocent of great 
transgression. 


14 ket the words of my mouth and the 


meditation of my heart 
Be acceptable in Your sight, 
O LORD, my strength and my 
'TRedeemer. 


Psalm 20 


The Assurance of God's 
Saving Work 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


May the LORD answer you in the day 
of trouble; 

May the name of the God of Jacob 
defend you; 

May He send you help from the 
sanctuary, 

And strengthen you out of Zion; 

May He remember all your offerings, 
And accept your burnt sacrifice. Selah 


May He grant you according to your 
heart’s desire, 

And ¢fulfill all your purpose. 

We will rejoice in your salvation, 

And in the name of our God we will 
set up our banners! 

May the LorD fulfill all your 

petitions. 


Now I know that the LORD saves His 
anointed; 

He will answer him from His holy 
heaven 

With the saving strength of His right 
hand. 


Some trust in chariots, and some in 
bhorses; 

But we will remember the name of the 
LORD our God. 

They have bowed down and fallen; 

But we have risen and stand upright. 


Save, LORD! 
May the King answer us when we call. 


Psalm 21 
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Joy in the Salvation of the LorD 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


The king shall have joy in Your 
strength, O LORD; 

And in Your salvation how greatly 
shall he rejoice! 

You have given him his heart’s desire, 

And have not withheld the «request of 


his lips. Selah 
For You meet him with the blessings of 
goodness; 
You set a crown of pure gold upon his 
head. 
>He asked life from You, and You gave 
it to him— 


Length of days forever and ever. 

His glory is great in Your salvation; 

Honor and majesty You have placed 
upon him. 

For You have made him most blessed 
forever; 

cYou have made him exceedingly glad 

with Your presence. 

For the king trusts in the LORD, 

And through the mercy of the Most 
High he shall not be moved. 


Your hand will find all Your enemies; 

Your right hand will find those who 
hate You. 

You shall make them as a fiery oven in 
the time of Your anger; 

The LORD shall swallow them up in 
His wrath, 

And the fire shall devour them. 

Their offspring You shall destroy from 
the earth, 

And their descendants from among 
the sons of men. 

For they intended evil against You; 

They devised a plot which they are not 
able to “perform. 

Therefore You will make them turn 
their back; 

You will make ready Your arrows on 
Your string toward their faces. 


Be exalted, O LORD, in Your own 
strength! 
We will sing and praise Your power. 


19:14 my Redeemer. God is the One who purchases 
our freedom from any bondage or slavery. The prin- 
cipal meaning of the word is “defender of family 
rights.” 

20:5 salvation. |n the immediate context, salvation 
is used to describe daily deliverance from the rigors 
of the battle and the victory over the enemy. But the 
Lord’s deliverance of us from our spiritual troubles 
should prompt the same type of praise. 

20:6 His right hand. This is a slogan that describes 
God's powerful deliverance of the Israelites from 
Egypt (17:7; 44:3; 118:16; Ex. 15:6). 


21:2 his heart’s desire. The Lord gives people their 
aspirations when they are derived from a fundamen- 
tal desire for God's honor and glory (20:4; 37:4; 145:19). 
21:9 the time of Your anger. This may refer to any 
period of God’s judgment, but compare to “the day of 
the Lord” (Joel 2:1; Zeph. 1:14). 
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Psalm 22 


The Suffering, Praise, and Posterity 
of the Messiah 


To the Chief Musician. Set to “The 
Deer of the Dawn.”* A Psalm of David. 


1 My 4God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me? 
Why are You so far from helping Me, 
And from the words of My groaning? 
2  OMy God, I cry in the daytime, but 
You do not hear; 
And in the night season, and am not 
silent. 


3 But You are holy, 
Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 
4 Our fathers trusted in You; 
They trusted, and You delivered 
them. 
5 They cried to You, and were delivered; 
cThey trusted in You, and were not 
ashamed. 


6 ButIam 4a worm, and no man; 
eA reproach of men, and despised by 
the people. 
7 fAll those who see Me ridicule Me; 
They shoot out the lip, they shake the 
head, saying, 
8 “Hes trusted* in the LORD, let Him 
rescue Him; 
hLet Him deliver Him, since He delights 
in Him!” 


9 iBut You are He who took Me out of the 
womb; 
You made Me trust while on My 
mother’s breasts. 
10 JT was cast upon You from birth. 
From My mother’s womb 
7You have been My God. 
ll Be not far from Me, 
For trouble is near; 
For there is none to help. 


12 kMany bulls have surrounded Me; 
Strong bulls of ‘Bashan have 
encircled Me. 
13mThey gape at Me with their mouths, 
Like a raging and roaring lion. 


Psalm 22:25 @ 595 
14 Tam poured out like water, 
nAnd all My bones are out of joint; 
My heart is like wax; 
It has melted within Me. 
15 oMy strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, 
And PMy tongue clings to My jaws; 
You have brought Me to the dust of 
death. 


16 For dogs have surrounded Me; 
The congregation of the wicked has 
enclosed Me. 
aThey pierced* My hands and My feet; 
17 IT can count all My bones. 
tThey look and stare at Me. 
18 sThey divide My garments among 
them, 
And for My clothing they cast lots. 


19 But You, O LorD, do not be far from 
Me; 
O My Strength, hasten to help Me! 
20 Deliver Me from the sword, 
tMy precious life from the power of the 
dog. 
21 uSave Me from the lion’s mouth 
And from the horns of the wild oxen! 


vYou have answered Me. 


22 w] will declare Your name to *My 
brethren; 
In the midst of the assembly I will 
praise You. 
23 vYou who fear the LORD, praise Him! 
All you descendants of Jacob, glorify 
Him, 
And fear Him, all you offspring of 
Israel! 
24 For He has not despised nor abhorred 
the affliction of the afflicted; 
Nor has He hidden His face from Him; 
But 2when He cried to Him, He heard. 


25 aMy praise shall be of You in the great 
assembly; 
bT will pay My vows before those who 
fear Him. 


* 22:title Hebrew Aijeleth Hashahar * 22:8 Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read hoped; Targum 
reads praised. *22:16 Following some Hebrew 
manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Maso- 
retic Text reads Like a lion. 


22:1 My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? 
David used these words to express a painful sense of 
separation from God at a time of great trouble (38:21). 
These were the very words used by Christ while in 
agony on the cross (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34). 

22:6 despised by the people. When David was at 
his lowest, his enemies ridiculed his faith in the Lord. 
These words also describe the experience of the Sav- 
ior who endured the verbal abuse of His tormentors 
(Matt. 27:27-31,39-44). 

22:15 My tongue clings to My jaws. Jesus’ words “| 
thirst” John 19:28) also expressed the pain of terrible 
thirst. 

22:16 they pierced My hands and My feet. This 
verse explicitly predicts the crucifixion of the Lord 


Jesus Christ. The words were a figure of speech for 
David, but they were literally true for Jesus. 

22:18 for My clothing they cast lots. This text was 
directly fulfilled by the soldiers who gambled at the 
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596 @ Psalm 22:26 
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
Those who seek Him will praise the 
LORD. 
Let your heart live forever! 


27 All the ends of the world 
Shall remember and turn to the LORD, 
And all the families of the nations 
Shall worship before You.* 

28 cFor the kingdom is the LORD’s, 
And He rules over the nations. 


29 dA]l the prosperous of the earth 
Shall eat and worship; 
eAll those who go down to the dust 
Shall bow before Him, 
Even he who cannot keep himself alive. 


30 A posterity shall serve Him. 

It will be recounted of the Lord to the 
next generation, 

31 They will come and declare His 
righteousness to a people who 
will be born, 

That He has done this. 


Psalm 23 


The LorbD the Shepherd 
of His People 


A Psalm of David. 


1 The LorD is «my shepherd; 
>T shall not want. 
2 cHe makes me to lie down in green 
pastures; 
dHe leads me beside the still waters. 
3 He restores my soul; 
eHe leads me in the paths of 
righteousness 
For His name’s sake. 


4 Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of fthe shadow of death, 
8] will fear no evil; 
hFor You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me. 


5 You ‘prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; 
You /anoint my head with oil; 
My cup runs over. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me 
All the days of my life; 
And I will dwell* in the house of the 
LORD 
Forever. 


Psalm 24 


The King of Glory and His Kingdom 
A Psalm of David. 


1 The ¢earth is the LORD’s, and all its 
fullness, 
The world and those who dwell 
therein. 
2 For He has >founded it upon the 
seas, 
And established it upon the waters. 


3 cWho may ascend into the hill of the 
LORD? 
Or who may stand in His holy 
place? 
4 He who has 4clean hands and ¢a pure 
heart, 


* 22:27 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Targum; Arabic, Syriac, and Vulgate read Him. 

* 23:6 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads return. 


foot of the cross for the possession of Jesus’ robe 
(Matt. 27:35). 

22:27 all the families of the nations. This is speak- 
ing of the eventual spread of the gospel of redemp- 
tion to the whole world, fulfilling God’s promise to 
bless all nations through Abraham's descendants 
(Gen. 12:3). 

23:1 The Lorp is my shepherd. Even though the 
word “king” does not appear in it, this psalm is a 
description of what it means to be a good ruler. 
Moreover, the psalm prophetically speaks of Jesus. 
He is the Good Shepherd whose flock trusts in Him 
(John 10:1-18) and the King whose perfect rule will 
be established (Luke 23:2-3). 

23:4 the valley of the shadow of death. The aware- 
ness of our own mortality often comes with sickness, 
trials, and hardship. But the Lord our protector can lead 
us through these dark and difficult valleys to eternal life 
with Him. There is no need to fear death's power (1 Cor. 
15:25-27). Our Lord has already traveled this road and 
come through the valley of darkness. Because He lives, 
we too shall live. Death is not our final destiny. 

23:6 the house of the LorD forever. God's prom- 
ise for the Israelites was not just for the enjoyment 
of this life in the land of promise; it was also for the 


full enjoyment of the life to come in His presence 
(16:9-11; 17:15; 49:15). 

24:1 Affirming God’s Ownership of the World— 
Whose world is this anyway? David, of course, who 
lived in the hills with the animals, had a firm answer. 
It is God's world. This statement should shape our 
thinking about a great deal of life. We should have 
a heightened sense of stewardship to care for God's 
creation. We should look to God more to understand 
what is important and what is not important. Seeing 
God’s creation every day should help make praise 
and thanksgiving a way of life. It should also help us 
desire to understand God’s redemptive acts in history 
and in our lives. 

24:4 clean hands and a pure heart. God looks at 
a person's actions and also at the attitudes of the 
heart. 
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Who has not lifted up his soul to an 
idol, 
Nor fsworn deceitfully. 
5 He shall receive blessing from the 
LORD, 
And righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 
6 This is Jacob, the generation of those 
who £seek Him, 


Who seek Your face. Selah 


7 hLift up your heads, O you gates! 

And be lifted up, you everlasting 

doors! 

iAnd the King of glory shall come in. 
8 Who is this King of glory? 

The LorD strong and mighty, 

The LORD mighty in ‘battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O you gates! 

Lift up, you everlasting doors! 

And the King of glory shall come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 

The LorD of hosts, 


He is the King of glory. Selah 


Psalm 25 


A Plea for Deliverance and 
Forgiveness 


A Psalm of David. 


1 To «You, O LorD, I lift up my soul. 
2 Omy God, I ’trust in You; 
Let me not be ashamed; 
cLet not my enemies triumph over me. 
3 Indeed, let no one who waits on You be 
ashamed; 
Let those be ashamed who deal 
treacherously without cause. 


4 dShow me Your ways, O LORD; 
Teach me Your paths. 

5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
For You are the God of my salvation; 
On You I wait all the day. 


6 Remember, O LORD, ¢Your 
tender mercies and Your 
lovingkindnesses, 

For they are from of old. 


Psalm 25:22 @ 597 


7 Do not remember ‘the sins of my 
youth, nor my transgressions; 
According to Your mercy remember 
me, 
For Your goodness’ sake, O LORD. 


8 Good and upright is the LORD; 
Therefore He teaches sinners in the 
way. 
9 The humble He guides in justice, 
And the humble He teaches His way. 
10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy 
and truth, 
To such as keep His covenant and His 
testimonies. 
ll hFor Your name’s sake, O LORD, 
Pardon my iniquity, for it is great. 


12 Who is the man that fears the LORD? 
‘Him shall He* teach in the way He* 
chooses. 
13 jHe himself shall dwell in prosperity, 
And khis descendants shall inherit the 
earth. 
14 [The secret of the LORD is with those 
who fear Him, 
And He will show them His covenant. 
15mMy eyes are ever toward the LORD, 
For He shall pluck my feet out of the 
net. 


16 nTurn Yourself to me, and have mercy 
on me, 
For I am desolate and afflicted. 
17 The troubles of my heart have 
enlarged; 
Bring me out of my distresses! 
18 oLook on my affliction and my pain, 
And forgive all my sins. 
19 Consider my enemies, for they are 
many; 
And they hate me with cruel hatred. 
20 Keep my soul, and deliver me; 
Let me not be ashamed, for I put my 
trust in You. 
21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve 
me, 
For I wait for You. 


22 pRedeem Israel, O God, 
Out of all their troubles! 


* 25:12 Or he ¢ Or he 


24:9 And the King of glory shall come in. When 
Jesus came, the meaning of this ancient poem 
became clear (Matt. 21:1-10; Rev. 19:11-16). 

25:3 who waits on You. Waiting on the Lord is the 
equivalent of hoping in Him (25:5; 40:1). 

25:7 sins of my youth. Both the sins of immaturity 
and the transgressions of adulthood need forgive- 
ness (1 John 1:9). 

25:14 with those who fear Him. Those who fear the 
Lord pay attention to His instructions and thus learn 
the secrets of God’s wisdom (111:10; Prov. 1:7; 3:32). 
25:19 they hate me. This psalm is a prayer for for- 
giveness, instruction, and protection from the forces 
of darkness which are oppressing the writer. His 
most prominent trial is hostility from enemies. The 


animosity which the psalmist encountered was not 
primarily personal, but was the result of his identifi- 
cation with God's cause. Therefore, he could ask the 
Lord to look upon him and vindicate him in the face 
of his afflictions. The writer's suffering had its roots in 
the origins of redemptive history (Gen. 3:15)—there 
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598 mm Psalm 26:1 
Psalm 26 


A Prayer for Divine Scrutiny and 
Redemption 


A Psalm of David. 


1 Vindicate «me, O LorD, 
For I have walked in my integrity. 
c] have also trusted in the LORD; 
I shall not slip. 
2 dExamine me, O LORD, and prove me; 
Try my mind and my heart. 
3 For Your lovingkindness is before my 
eyes, 
And ¢I have walked in Your truth. 
4 [have not fsat with idolatrous mortals, 
Nor will I go in with hypocrites. 
5 Thave “hated the assembly of 
evildoers, 
And will not sit with the wicked. 


6 [will wash my hands in innocence; 
So I will go about Your altar, O LORD, 
7 That I may proclaim with the voice of 
thanksgiving, 
And tell of all Your wondrous works. 
8 LORD, "I have loved the habitation of 
Your house, 
And the place where Your glory 
dwells. 


9 iDo not gather my soul with sinners, 
Nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 

10 In whose hands is a sinister scheme, 
And whose right hand is full of ‘bribes. 


11 But as for me, I will walk in my 
integrity; 
Redeem me and be merciful to me. 
12 kMy foot stands in an even place; 
In the congregations I will bless the 
LORD. 


Psalm 27 


An Exuberant Declaration of Faith 
A Psalm of David. 


1 The LorD is my 4light and my 
salvation; 
Whom shall I fear? 
The >Lorp is the strength of my life; 
Of whom shall I be afraid? 


When the wicked came against me 
To ceat up my flesh, 
My enemies and foes, 
They stumbled and fell. 
dThough an army may encamp against 


me, 

My heart shall not fear; 

Though war may rise against me, 
In this I will be confident. 


eOne thing J have desired of the LORD, 
That will I seek: 
That I may /dwell in the house of the 
LORD 
All the days of my life, 
To behold the beauty of the LoRD, 
And to inquire in His temple. 
For in the time of trouble 
He shall hide me in His pavilion; 
In the secret place of His tabernacle 
He shall hide me; 
He shall "set me high upon a rock. 


And now imy head shall be lifted up 
above my enemies all around me; 

Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy 
in His tabernacle; 

I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to 
the LORD. 


Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my 
voice! 

Have mercy also upon me, and 
answer me. 

When You said, “Seek My face,” 

My heart said to You, “Your face, 
LORD, I will seek.” 

iDo not hide Your face from me; 

Do not turn Your servant away in 
anger; 

You have been my help; 

Do not leave me nor forsake me, 

O God of my salvation. 


10 kWhen my father and my mother 


forsake me, 
Then the LoRD will take care of me. 


11 [Teach me Your way, O LORD, 


And lead me in a smooth path, 
because of my enemies. 


12, Do not deliver me to the will of my 


adversaries; 

For “false witnesses have risen 
against me, 

And such as breathe out violence. 


would be enmity between the seed of the woman 
and the seed of the serpent, between the godly and 
the ungodly. Jesus also reminded His disciples that 
hatred directed against His servants on His account 
was to be expected (John 15:18-20). 

26:3 Your lovingkindness. The loyal love (13:5) of 
God is the recurring focus of the Book of Psalms. 
26:9 Do not gather my soul. On the basis of his pro- 
tests of integrity (vv. 1-2), David prays for divine dis- 
crimination (4:3). God distinguishes those who have 
responded to His grace from those who have not. 
27:6 sacrifices of joy. These are praise offerings that 


the believers bring to God to celebrate the blessings 
He gives them (Heb. 13:15). 
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13 T would have lost heart, unless I had 
believed 
That I would see the goodness of the 
LORD 
nIn the land of the living. 


14 oWait on the LORD; 
Be of good courage, 
And He shall strengthen your heart; 
Wait, I say, on the LORD! 


Psalm 28 


Rejoicing in Answered Prayer 
A Psalm of David. 


1 To You I will cry, O LORD my Rock: 
aDo not be silent to me, 
bLest, if You are silent to me, 
I become like those who go down to 
the pit. 
2 Hear the voice of my supplications 
When I cry to You, 
¢When I lift up my hands ¢toward Your 
holy sanctuary. 


3 Do not take me away with the wicked 
And with the workers of iniquity, 
eWho speak peace to their neighbors, 
But evil is in their hearts. 
4 fGive them according to their deeds, 
And according to the wickedness of 
their endeavors; 
Give them according to the work of 
their hands; 
Render to them what they deserve. 
5 Because £they do not regard the works 
of the LORD, 
Nor the operation of His hands, 
He shall destroy them 
And not build them up. 


Psalm 29:3 @ 599 


6 Blessed be the LORD, 
Because He has heard the voice of my 
supplications! 
7 The LorD is hmy strength and my 
shield; 
My heart ‘trusted in Him, andl am 
helped; 
Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, 
And with my song I will praise Him. 


8 The LorD is their strength,* 
And He is the ‘saving refuge of His 
anointed. 
9 Save Your people, 
And bless & Your inheritance; 
Shepherd them also, 
‘And bear them up forever. 


Psalm 29 


Praise to God in His Holiness 
and Majesty 


A Psalm of David. 


1 Give “unto the LORD, O you mighty 
ones, 
Give unto the LORD glory and 
strength. 
2 Give unto the LorD the glory due to 
His name; 
Worship the LORD in ’the beauty of 
holiness. 


3 The voice of the LORD is over the 
waters; 
¢The God of glory thunders; 
The LorD is over many waters. 


* 28:8 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read the strength 
of His people. 


27:14 Wait on the Lor. To wait for the Lord is to 
demonstrate confident expectation. The Hebrew 
word for “wait” may also be translated “hope.” To 
hope in God is to wait for His timing and His action 
(40:1; Is. 40:31). 

28:1 the pit. This is one of the terms for death in the 
Psalms (55:23; 143:7). 

28:5 they donot regard. The language here is similar 
to that of Paul in Romans 1:18-32. One day even the 
wicked will have to acknowledge God as their Creator 
and give Him the glory He deserves. 

28:8 His anointed. This term acknowledges God's 
covenant with David, His promise that He would be 
David's God and David would be His representative. 
This passage became a heritage of the monarchy, a 
treasure for each godly king in the Davidic line to go 
back to for strength and encouragement. 

29:1 O you mighty ones. This means “O sons of 
gods.” This Hebrew phrase refers to spiritual beings 
who are in the presence of God (see Job 1:6). 

29:2 Worship by Israel—The central aspect of Is- 
rael’s worship was the object of their worship, the 
Lord. While other nations paid homage to many 
gods, including inanimate objects such as trees 
and stones, Israel worshiped the one true God. This 


worship could be private, as a family, or corporate as 
a congregation. 

Israel's worship occurred in many different con- 
texts and many different elements. It included offer- 
ing sacrifices (1 Sam. 1:3), adopting a reverent posture 
(2 Chr. 7:6), verbal praise—either spoken (1 Chr. 16:7) 
or sung (Ps. 57:7), instrumental praise (Ps. 150:3-5), 
prayer (2 Chr. 6:14—-42), and the great feasts (Lev. 23; 
25). 

The first place of worship for the people of Israel 
was the tabernacle constructed by Moses (Ex. 25; 
27; 30-31; 35; 40). Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem 
became the permanent place for the central wor- 
ship of the whole nation when it was completed. The 
New Testament teaching is that there is no limitation 
on location for worship. Access to God is direct and 
immediate (1 Cor. 6:19). 
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600 #® Psalm 29:4 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
The voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 


5 The voice of the LORD breaks ¢the 
cedars, 
Yes, the LORD splinters the cedars of 
Lebanon. 
6 eHe makes them also skip like a calf, 
Lebanon and /fSirion like a young 
wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD divides the 
flames of fire. 


8 The voice of the LORD shakes the 
wilderness; 
The LorD shakes the Wilderness of 
Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD makes the "deer 
give birth, 
And strips the forests bare; 
And in His temple everyone says, 
“Glory!” 


10 The ‘LORD sat enthroned at the 
Flood, 
And ithe LorD sits as King forever. 
11 kThe LORD will give strength to His 
people; 
The LORD will bless His people with 
peace. 


Psalm 30 


The Blessedness of Answered 
Prayer 


A Psalm. A Song 2at the dedication of 
the house of David. 


1 J will extol You, O LORD, for You have 
blifted me up, 
And have not let my foes crejoice 
over me. 
2 OLORD my God, I cried out to You, 
And You ¢healed me. 
3 OLORD, ¢You brought my soul up 
from the grave; 
You have kept me alive, that I should 
not go down to the pit.* 


4 fSing praise to the LORD, you saints of 
His, 
And give thanks at the remembrance 
of His holy name.* 


5 For His anger is but for a moment, 
hHis favor is for life; 
Weeping may endure for a night, 
But joy comes in the morning. 


6 Nowin my prosperity I said, 
“T shall never be moved.” 
7 LORD, by Your favor You have made 
my mountain stand strong; 
‘You hid Your face, and I was troubled. 


8 Icried out to You, O LORD; 
And to the LORD I made supplication: 
9 “What profit is there in my blood, 
When I go down to the pit? 
iWill the dust praise You? 
Will it declare Your truth? 
10 Hear, O LORD, and have mercy on me; 
LORD, be my helper!” 


11 kYou have turned for me my mourning 
into dancing; 
You have put off my sackcloth and 
clothed me with gladness, 
12 To the end that my glory may sing 
praise to You and not be silent. 
O LorD my God, I will give thanks to 
You forever. 


Psalm 31 


The LorD a Fortress in Adversity 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 In You, O LorRD, I put my trust; 
Let me never be ashamed; 
Deliver me in Your righteousness. 

2 bBow down Your ear to me, 
Deliver me speedily; 

Be my rock of refuge, 
A fortress of defense to save me. 


3 cFor You are my rock and my fortress; 
Therefore, ¢for Your name’s sake, 
Lead me and guide me. 

4 Pull me out of the net which they have 

secretly laid for me, 
For You are my strength. 


* 30:3 Following Qere and Targum; Kethib, Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read from those who 
descend to the pit. *30:4 Or His holiness 


29:6 Sirion. This was an ancient name for Mount Her- 
mon (Deut. 3:9). 

29:10 at the Flood. God is the true victor over all. 
He even controlled the waters at the height of their 
destructive power during the flood. 

30:3 from the grave. David is not reporting a resur- 
rection, but a deliverance from a nearly fatal illness. 
As in 28:1, the psalmist describes death as a great pit 
into which a person drops into the enveloping dark- 
ness of the unknown. 

30:10 my helper. “Helper” can also be translated 
“power” or “strength” (33:20). Jesus promised His 
disciples that the Holy Spirit would be their Helper 
(Vohn 14:16). 


31:1 | put my trust. This is a psalm of lament, yet 
David expresses deep trust in God in spite of his 
afflictions. 


29:5 4s. 2:13; 14:8 29:6¢Ps. 114:4 fDeut. 3:9 
29:89Num. 13:26 29:9/Job39:1  29:10/Gen. 6:17 
JPs.10:16 29:11*Ps. 28:8;68:35  30:title 7 Deut. 
20:5 30:1Ps.28:9 ¢Ps.25:2 30:24Ps. 6:2; 103:3 
30:3¢Ps. 86:13 30:4/Ps.97:12 30:59Ps. 103:9 
APs. 63:3 30:7! [Ps. 104:29; 143:7]  30:9/[Ps. 6:5] 
30:114 Jer. 31:4 31:19Ps.22:5  31:2Ps. 17:6; 71:2; 
86:1; 102:2 31:3°¢[Ps. 18:2] ¢Ps. 23:3; 25:11 


5 eInto Your hand I commit my spirit; 
You have redeemed me, O LORD God 
of ftruth. 


6 Thave hated those ¢who regard useless 
idols; 
But I trust in the Lorb. 
7 [will be glad and rejoice in Your 
mercy, 
For You have considered my trouble; 
You have "known my soul in 
adversities, 
8 And have not ‘shut me up into the 
hand of the enemy; 
iYou have set my feet in a wide place. 


9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for Iam in 
trouble; 
kMy eye wastes away with grief, 
Yes, my soul and my body! 
10 For my life is spent with grief, 
And my years with sighing; 
My strength fails because of my iniquity, 
And my bones waste away. 
Tam a reproach among all my 
enemies, 
But "especially among my neighbors, 
And am repulsive to my 
acquaintances; 
Those who see me outside flee from me. 
oT am forgotten like a dead man, out of 
mind; 
lam like a broken vessel. 
13 pFor I hear the slander of many; 
4Fear is on every side; 
While they ‘take counsel together 
against me, 
They scheme to take away my life. 


14 But as for me, I trust in You, O LORD; 
Isay, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in Your shand; 
Deliver me from the hand of my 
enemies, 
And from those who persecute me. 
16 tWiake Your face shine upon Your 
servant; 
Save me for Your mercies’ sake. 
“Do not let me be ashamed, O LORD, for 
Ihave called upon You; 
Let the wicked be ashamed; 
vLet them be silent in the grave. 
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18 wLet the lying lips be put to silence, 
Which xspeak insolent things proudly 
and contemptuously against the 
righteous. 


19 yOh, how great is Your goodness, 
Which You have laid up for those who 
fear You, 
Which You have prepared for those 
who trust in You 
In the presence of the sons of men! 
20 zYou shall hide them in the secret place 
of Your presence 
From the plots of man; 
aYou shall keep them secretly ina 
pavilion 
From the strife of tongues. 


21 Blessed be the LORD, 
For He has shown me His marvelous 
kindness in a strong city! 
22 For I said in my haste, 
“Tam cut off from before Your eyes”; 
Nevertheless You heard the voice of 
my supplications 
When I cried out to You. 


23° Oh, love the LORD, all you His saints! 
For the LORD preserves the faithful, 
And fully repays the proud person. 
24 cBe of good courage, 
And He shall strengthen your heart, 
All you who hope in the LorD. 


Psalm 32 
The Joy of Forgiveness 


A Psalm of David. A Contemplation.* 


1 Blessed is he whose «transgression is 
forgiven, 
Whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD 
bdoes not impute iniquity, 
And ‘in whose spirit there is no 
deceit. 


3 When I kept silent, my bones grew old 
Through my groaning all the day long. 


* 32:title Hebrew Maschil 


31:5 Into Your hand I commit my spirit. With these 
words, David expressed his complete dependence on 
God. These very words were spoken by Jesus on the 
cross shortly before His death (Luke 23:46), and by 
Stephen when he was stoned (Acts 7:59). 

31:15 My times are in Your hand. Even when we can- 
not understand the “why,” we can trust that God is in 
control of when each life begins and ends, and also of 
our times of suffering. 

31:22 | said in my haste. The psalmist’s emotional 
response was to accuse God of abandoning him 
instead of asking for help, yet God still answered his 
true need. 

32:1 Blessed. “Blessed” means “happy.” It is appro- 
priate that this word is used both of the righteous (1:1) 
and of the forgiven. 


32:3 kept silent. When we refuse to admit our sin, we 
will suffer. David realized that it was not just his feel- 
ings that were assaulting him, but the heavy hand of 
God (38:1,6—8). No matter who else is hurt, the princi- 
pal offense of any sin is always against the Lord. 
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602 ® Psalm 32:4 
4 For day and night Your “hand was 
heavy upon me; 
My vitality was turned into the 
drought of summer. 
5 Tacknowledged my sin to You, 
And my iniquity I have not hidden. 
el said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the LORD,” 
And You forgave the iniquity of my 


Selah 


sin. Selah 
6 fFor this cause everyone who is godly 
shall spray to You 


In atime when You may be found; 
Surely in a flood of great waters 
They shall not come near him. 
7 hYou are my hiding place; 
You shall preserve me from trouble; 
You shall surround me with ‘songs of 
deliverance. Selah 


8 [will instruct you and teach you in the 
way you should go; 
I will guide you with My eye. 
9 Do not be like the ‘horse or like the 
mule, 
Which have no understanding, 
Which must be harnessed with bit and 
bridle, 
Else they will not come near you. 


10 kMany sorrows shall be to the wicked; 
But “he who trusts in the LORD, mercy 
shall surround him. 
11 mBe glad in the LORD and rejoice, you 
righteous; 
And shout for joy, all you upright in 
heart! 


Psalm 33 


The Sovereignty of the Lorp in 
Creation and History 
1 Rejoice ¢in the LORD, O you righteous! 


For praise from the upright is 
beautiful. 


2 Praise the LORD with the harp; 
Make melody to Him with an 
instrument of ten strings. 
3 Sing to Him a new song; 
Play skillfully with a shout of joy. 


4 For the word of the LORD is right, 
And all His work is done in truth. 
5 He loves righteousness and justice; 
The earth is full of the goodness of the 
LORD. 


6 bBy the word of the LORD the heavens 
were made, 
And all the chost of them by the 
breath of His mouth. 
7 eHe gathers the waters of the sea 
together as a heap;* 
He lays up the deep in storehouses. 


8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; 
Let all the inhabitants of the world 
stand in awe of Him. 
9 For fHe spoke, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast. 


10 <The LORD brings the counsel of the 
nations to nothing; 
He makes the plans of the peoples of 
no effect. 
11 hThe counsel of the LORD stands 
forever, 
The plans of His heart to all 
generations. 
12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
LORD, 
The people He has ‘chosen as His own 
inheritance. 


13 iThe LORD looks from heaven; 
He sees all the sons of men. 
44 From the place of His dwelling He 
looks 
On all the inhabitants of the earth; 
15 He fashions their hearts individually; 
kHe considers all their works. 


* 33:7 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read in a 
vessel. 


32:5 What Should Be Done About Sin—There are 
only two things that the believer should do about his 
sin: confess it and forsake it. He should never condone 
or attempt to excuse his sin. Here David confesses his 
sin and experiences forgiveness. Similarly 1 John 1:9 
makes the same point. When the believer confesses 
his sin, he has the assurance that God “is faithful” (He 
can be counted on to keep His word) and “just” (He 
is just in dealing with our sins because He paid the 
price for them) “to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” God is able to cleanse 
us completely from anything that is inconsistent with 
His own moral character. Having received forgive- 
ness and cleansing, the believer is to forsake his sin 
and yield himself completely to God. In so doing, the 
believer is restored to full fellowship with God. 

32:9 bit and bridle, else they will not come near 
you. God does not want to drive His people with rules 
and regulations, the “bit and bridle” of righteousness. 
Rather, He wants His people to follow Him willingly, 


that they desire above all to please Him, not just to 
appease Him. 

33:5 the earth is full. |n spite of the fallen nature of 
our world, much of the creation remains as it was in 
the beginning: “very good” (Gen. 1:31). We do have to 
deal with evil, but every time we see the goodness of 
God's creation we should rejoice. 

33:9 He spoke, and it was done. The creation 
account in Genesis 1 describes God’s spoken word 
as the controlling element in creation; John 1 shows 
that Word to be Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 

33:15 He fashions their hearts . . . He considers. 
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16 INo king is saved by the multitude of an 
army; 
A mighty man is not delivered by 
great strength. 
17mA horse is a vain hope for safety; 
Neither shall it deliver any by its great 
strength. 


18 nBehold, the eye of the LORD is on those 
who fear Him, 
On those who hope in His mercy, 
19 To deliver their soul from death, 
And °to keep them alive in famine. 


20 Our soul waits for the LORD; 
He is our help and our shield. 
21 For our heart shall rejoice in Him, 
Because we have trusted in His holy 
name. 
22 Let Your mercy, O LORD, be upon us, 
Just as we hope in You. 


Psalm 34 


The Happiness of Those Who 
Trust in God 


A Psalm of David «when he pretended 
madness before Abimelech, who drove 
him away, and he departed. 


1 [ will “bless the LORD at all times; 
His praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. 
2 My soul shall make its boast in the 
LORD; 
The humble shall hear of it and be 
glad. 
3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 
And let us exalt His name together. 


4 [¢sought the LORD, and He heard me, 
And delivered me from all my fears. 
5 They looked to Him and were radiant, 
And their faces were not ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried out, and the LORD 
heard him, 
And saved him out of all his troubles. 


Psalm 34:20 603 


7 dThe angel* of the LORD ¢encamps all 
around those who fear Him, 
And delivers them. 


8 Oh, ftaste and see that the LORD is 
good; 
sBlessed is the man who trusts in 
Him! 
9 Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! 
There is no want to those who fear 
Him. 
10 The young lions lack and suffer 
hunger; 
hBut those who seek the LORD shall not 
lack any good thing. 


11 Come, you children, listen to me; 

iT will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
12 jWho is the man who desires life, 

And loves many days, that he may see 

good? 

13. Keep your tongue from evil, 

And your lips from speaking ’deceit. 
14 [Depart from evil and do good; 

mSeek peace and pursue it. 


15 nThe eyes of the LORD are on the 
righteous, 
And His ears are open to their cry. 
16 oThe face of the LORD is against those 
who do evil, 
PTo cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 


17 The righteous cry out, and ¢the LORD 
hears, 
And delivers them out of all their 
troubles. 
18 rThe LORD is near sto those who have a 
broken heart, 
And saves such as have a contrite 
spirit. 
19 tMany are the afflictions of the 
righteous, 
uBut the LORD delivers him out of them 
all. 
20 He guards all his bones; 
vNot one of them is broken. 


* 34:7 Or Angel 


When we are troubled and weary and suffering, we 
can never say that God does not notice or under- 
stand. He made us carefully, and He continues to 
watch over all that we do. 

33:18 hope. Those who hoped for the Lord’s lov- 
ingkindness were looking forward in faith to the 
promised redemption, the ultimate fulfillment of 
the covenants, just as believers today who have the 
same hope, based on faith in Christ’s finished work 
of redemption. 

34:1 at all times. The determination of David to 
praise God is similar to the words of Paul in 1 Thes- 
salonians 5:18. The story behind this psalm may be 
found in 1 Samuel 21:10-15. 

34:7 The angel of the Lorb. This term is often used 
interchangeably with the name of God (Ex. 3). When 
we realize that God Himself is watching over us, there 
is no need to fear. 


34:9 Oh, fear the Lorb. This is a call to awe, wonder, 
worship, and reverence (Prov. 1:7). To fear God is to 
respond to Him in obedience. 

34:20 guards all his bones. John 19:33-36 shows 
that the words of this verse were fulfilled in detail in 
the death of Jesus. Despite the terrible suffering that 
the Savior endured, none of His bones were broken. 
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604 @ Psalm 34:21 
21 wEvil shall slay the wicked, 
And those who hate the righteous 
shall be condemned. 
22 The LORD xredeems the soul of His 
servants, 
And none of those who trust in Him 
shall be condemned. 


Psalm 35 


The LorD the Avenger of His People 
A Psalm of David. 


1 Plead my cause, O LORD, with those 
who strive with me; 
Fight against those who fight 
against me. 
2 Take hold of shield and buckler, 
And stand up for my help. 
3 Also draw out the spear, 
And stop those who pursue me. 
Say to my soul, 
“I am your Salvation.” 


4 aLet those be put to shame and brought 
to dishonor 
Who seek after my life; 
Let those be turned back and brought 
to confusion 
Who plot my hurt. 
5 cLet them be like chaff before the wind, 
And let the angel* of the LORD chase 
them. 
6 Let their way be 4dark and slippery, 
And let the angel of the LORD pursue 
them. 
7 For without cause they have ehidden 
their net for me in a pit, 
Which they have dug without cause 
for my life. 
8 Let fdestruction come upon him 
unexpectedly, 
And let his net that he has hidden 
catch himself; 
Into that very destruction let him fall. 


8 And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD; 
It shall rejoice in His salvation. 
10 gA]l my bones shall say, 
“LORD, "who is like You, 


Delivering the poor from him who is 
too strong for him, 

Yes, the poor and the needy from him 
who plunders him?” 


ll_ Fierce ‘witnesses rise up; 
They ask me things that I do not know. 
12 iThey reward me evil for good, 
To the sorrow of my soul. 
13 But as for me, ?when they were sick, 
My clothing was sackcloth; 
I humbled myself with fasting; 
And my prayer would return to my 
own heart. 
14 [ paced about as though he were my 
friend or brother; 
I bowed down heavily, as one who 
mourns for his mother. 


15 But in my adversity they rejoiced 
And gathered together; 

Attackers gathered against me, 

And I did not know it; 

They tore at me and did not cease; 
With ungodly mockers at feasts 
They gnashed at me with their teeth. 


17 Lord, how long will You look on? 
Rescue me from their destructions, 
My precious life from the lions. 

18 [| will give You thanks in the great 

assembly; 
I will praise You among many people. 


19 mLet them not rejoice over me who are 

wrongfully my enemies; 
Nor let them wink with the eye who 

hate me without a cause. 

20 For they do not speak peace, 

But they devise deceitful matters 

Against the quiet ones in the land. 

They also opened their mouth wide 

against me, 
And said, “Aha, aha! 
Our eyes have seen it.” 


22 This You have seen, O LORD; 
Do not keep silence. 
O Lord, do not be far from me. 
3 Stir up Yourself, and awake to my 
vindication, 
To my cause, my God and my Lord. 


_ 
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* 35:5 Or Angel 


35:2 stand up for my help. David did not hesitate to 
call upon God for vindication, comfort, and justice. He 
placed complete dependence on the Lord. 

35:8 Let destruction come upon him. David's 
response is certainly not an example of turning the 
other cheek or loving his enemies (Matt. 5:39,44), 
but it shows David's keen awareness of the battle 
between good and evil, the reality of wickedness, 
and his understanding that wickedness is an abom- 
ination to the Lord. 

35:18 assembly. Three times a year, at three of the 
great annual feasts, all males were required to appear 
before the Lord in Jerusalem. Each brought his offer- 
ing to the Lord on these occasions. When they came 
accompanied by their families, as was often the case, 
Jerusalem was flooded by a vast horde of people 


intent upon worshiping God. David viewed speaking 
before this “great assembly” or the congregation of 
Israel as the ultimate opportunity for testimony. A 
constant testimony is given to the world by believers 
as they give voice to praise Him for His watchful care 
over them. 

35:19 hate me without a cause. This passage was 
fulfilled in the suffering of Jesus, the Savior John 
15:23-25). 
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24 Vindicate me, O LORD my God, 
according to Your righteousness; 
And let them not rejoice over me. 
25 Let them not say in their hearts, “Ah, 
so we would have it!” 
Let them not say, “We have swallowed 
him up.” 


26 Let them be ashamed and brought to 
mutual confusion 
Who rejoice at my hurt; 
Let them be "clothed with shame and 
dishonor 
Who exalt themselves against me. 


27 oLet them shout for joy and be glad, 
Who favor my righteous cause; 
And let them say continually, 
“Let the LORD be magnified, 
Who has pleasure in the prosperity of 
His servant.” 
28 And my tongue shall speak of Your 
righteousness 
And of Your praise all the day long. 


Psalm 36 


Man’s Wickedness and God's 
Perfections 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David the servant of the LORD. 


1 An oracle within my heart concerning 
the transgression of the wicked: 
“There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
2 For he flatters himself in his own eyes, 
When he finds out his iniquity and 
when he hates. 
3 The words of his mouth are 
wickedness and deceit; 
bHe has ceased to be wise and to do 
good. 
4 cHe devises wickedness on his bed; 
He sets himself ¢in a way that is not 
good; 
He does not abhor evil. 


5 Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; 
Your faithfulness reaches to the 
clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the great 
mountains; 


Psalm 37:5 @ 605 


fYour judgments are a great deep; 
O LorD, You preserve man and 
beast. 


7 How precious is Your lovingkindness, 
O God! 
Therefore the children of men £put 
their trust under the shadow of 
Your wings. 
8 hThey are abundantly satisfied with the 
fullness of Your house, 
And You give them drink from ‘the 
river of Your pleasures. 
9 iFor with You is the fountain of life; 
kIn Your light we see light. 


10 Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to 
those who know You, 
And Your righteousness to the upright 
in heart. 
11 Let not the foot of pride come against 
me, 
And let not the hand of the wicked 
drive me away. 
12 There the workers of iniquity have 
fallen; 
They have been cast down and are not 
able to rise. 


Psalm 37 


The Heritage of the Righteous and 
the Calamity of the Wicked 


A Psalm of David. 


1 Doé not fret because of evildoers, 
Nor be envious of the workers of 
iniquity. 
2 For they shall soon be cut down >like 
the grass, 
And wither as the green herb. 


3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
Dwell in the land, and feed on His 
faithfulness. 
4 cDelight yourself also in the LORD, 
And He shall give you the desires of 
your ¢heart. 


5 eCommit your way to the LORD, 
Trust also in Him, 
And He shall bring it to pass. 


35:26 ashamed. The phrase “be ashamed” does not 
refer just to simple embarrassment, but to the revela- 
tion of the complete emptiness of wickedness before 
the judgment seat of God. 

36:1 no fear of God. Underlying wickedness is acom- 
plete disregard for the reality of God in a person’s life 
and in the world. 

36:9 fountain of life. God's salvation and continuing 
mercy to His people are often described in terms of 
life-giving water (Is. 12:3; Jer. 2:13; John 4:1-14). 

37:1 Do not fret. When the wicked seem to prosper, 
the psalmist calls for patience, a renewed sense of 
dependence on the Lord, and a new sense of pleasure 
in knowing Him. 


37:4 the desires of your heart. Many times, we read 
this verse as a promise that God will give us anything 
that we want because He wants us to be happy. In 
reality, this verse goes much deeper. When we truly 
delight in God, He plants in our hearts godly desires 
that He delights to fulfill. 
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606 # Psalm 37:6 
6 fHe shall bring forth your 
righteousness as the light, 
And your justice as the noonday. 


7 Rest in the LORD, Zand wait patiently 
for Him; 
Do not fret because of him who 
hprospers in his way, 
Because of the man who brings 
wicked schemes to pass. 
8 iCease from anger, and forsake wrath; 
iDo not fret—it only causes harm. 


9 For evildoers shall be cut off; 
But those who wait on the LORD, 
They shall inherit the earth. 
For !yet a little while and the wicked 
shall be no more; 
Indeed, ™you will look carefully for 
his place, 
But it shall be no more. 
nBut the meek shall inherit the earth, 
And shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace. 
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The wicked plots against the just, 
oAnd gnashes at him with his teeth. 
PThe Lord laughs at him, 

For He sees that chis day is coming. 

The wicked have drawn the sword 

And have bent their bow, 

To cast down the poor and needy, 

To slay those who are of upright 

conduct. 
18 Their sword shall enter their own heart, 
And their bows shall be broken. 


TA little that a righteous man has 

Is better than the riches of many 
wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be 
broken, 

But the LORD upholds the righteous. 


18 The LORD knows the days of the 
upright, 

And their inheritance shall be forever. 

They shall not be ashamed in the evil 
time, 

And in the days of famine they shall 
be satisfied. 

20 But the wicked shall perish; 

And the enemies of the LORD, 
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Like the splendor of the meadows, 
shall vanish. 
Into smoke they shall vanish away. 


21 The wicked borrows and does not 
repay, 
But sthe righteous shows mercy and 
gives. 
22 tFor those blessed by Him shall inherit 
the earth, 
But those cursed by Him shall be cut 
off. 


23 uThe steps of a good man are ordered 
by the LorbD, 
And He delights in his way. 
24 vThough he fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down; 
For the LORD upholds him with His 
hand. 


25 T have been young, and now am old; 
Yet I have not seen the righteous 
forsaken, 
Nor his descendants begging bread. 
26 wHe is ever merciful, and lends; 
And his descendants are blessed. 


27 Depart from evil, and do good; 
And dwell forevermore. 
28 For the LORD loves justice, 
And does not forsake His saints; 
They are preserved forever, 
But the descendants of the wicked 
shall be cut off. 
29 xThe righteous shall inherit the 
land, 
And dwell in it forever. 


30 yThe mouth of the righteous speaks 
wisdom, 
And his tongue talks of justice. 
The law of his God is in his heart; 
None of his steps shall slide. 


32, The wicked 2watches the righteous, 
And seeks to slay him. 
33. The LORD ¢will not leave him in his 
hand, 
Nor condemn him when he is 
judged. 


34 bWait on the LORD, 
And keep His way, 


37:7 Restinthe Lorb ... donot fret. This is nota call to 
stop caring and go to sleep, but to depend actively on 
the living Lord, leaving our lives and times in His hands. 
37:13 He sees that his day is coming. The wicked 
sometimes appear to prosper, but from God's per- 
spective, the flourishing of the wicked is short (Eccl. 
3:16-17). 

37:21 the righteous shows mercy and gives. There 
are many contrasts between the wicked and the 
righteous in the wisdom psalms; this one is based 
on contrasting attitudes toward possessions (15:5; 
112:5). Jesus said that such generous givers would 
be rewarded with “good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over” (Luke 6:38). 
37:25 begging bread. Some interpret these words 
as referring to spiritual famine—the righteous will 


never be deprived of the Lord’s presence (John 6:35). 
However, many have taken these words literally and 
experienced God's miraculous provision for their 
material needs. 

37:27 Depart from evil. |n this life people must 
choose either to cling to God and righteousness or to 
pursue evil. 
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And He shall exalt you to inherit the 
land; 

When the wicked are cut off, you shall 
see it. 

I have seen the wicked in great power, 

And spreading himself like a native 
green tree. 

Yet he passed away,* and behold, he 
was no more; 

Indeed I sought him, but he could not 
be found. 


Mark the blameless man, and observe 
the upright; 
For the future of that man is peace. 


38 cBut the transgressors shall be 


39 


40 


destroyed together; 
The future of the wicked shall be cut 
off. 


But the salvation of the righteous is 
from the LORD; 

He is their strength 4in the time of 
trouble. 

And ¢the LorD shall help them and 
deliver them; 

He shall deliver them from the wicked, 

And save them, 

fBecause they trust in Him. 


Psalm 38 


Prayer in Time of Chastening 


A Psalm of David. “To bring to 
remembrance. 


O LorD, do not ’rebuke me in Your 
wrath, 

Nor chasten me in Your hot 
displeasure! 

For Your arrows pierce me deeply, 

And Your hand presses me down. 


There is no soundness in my flesh 

Because of Your anger, 

Nor any health in my bones 

Because of my sin. 

For my iniquities have gone over my 
head; 

Like a heavy burden they are too 
heavy for me. 

My wounds are foul and festering 

Because of my foolishness. 


Iam troubled, Iam bowed down 
greatly; 
Igo mourning all the day long. 


Psalm 38:22 @ 607 


7 For my loins are full of inflammation, 
And there is no soundness in my 
flesh. 
8 Jam feeble and severely broken; 
I groan because of the turmoil of my 
heart. 


9 Lord, all my desire is before You; 
And my sighing is not hidden from 
You. 
10 My heart pants, my strength 
fails me; 
As for the light of my eyes, it also has 
gone from me. 


ll My loved ones and my friends “stand 
aloof from my plague, 
And my relatives stand afar off. 
12 Those also who seek my life lay snares 
for me; 
Those who seek my hurt speak of 
destruction, 
And plan deception all the day long. 


13 But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; 
And I am like a mute who does not 
open his mouth. 
44 Thus I am like a man who does not 
hear, 
And in whose mouth is no response. 


15 For in You, O LorD, 4I hope; 
You will hear, O Lord my God. 
16 For I said, “Hear me, lest they rejoice 
over me, 
Lest, when my foot slips, they exalt 
themselves against me.” 


17 eFor I am ready to fall, 
And my sorrow is continually 
before me. 
18 For I will fdeclare my iniquity; 
I will be 2in anguish over my sin. 
19 But my enemies are vigorous, and they 
are strong; 
And those who hate me wrongfully 
have multiplied. 
20 Those also "who render evil for 
good, 
They are my adversaries, because I 
follow what is good. 


21 Do not forsake me, O LORD; 

O my God, ‘be not far from me! 
22, Make haste to help me, 

O Lord, my salvation! 


* 37:36 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Targum; Syriac and Vulgate read I passed by. 


37:39 salvation. The principal issue here is not 
regeneration, but sanctification—the daily deliver- 
ance of God's people from temptation and evil. 

38:1 do not rebuke me. David is not saying, “Don’t 
tell me I'm wrong,” but “Have mercy on my sinful- 
ness.” David's penitent psalms can serve as a model 
for our own prayers of confession. 

38:14 a man who does not hear. David was deter- 
mined not to present an opportunity for his ene- 
mies to condemn the name of the Lord. His silence 


foreshadowed the silence of Jesus before His accus- 
ers (Mark 14:61). 

38:18 | will declare. David's silence was only before 
his enemies; to the Lord he willingly confessed his sins. 
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Psalm 39 


Prayer for Wisdom and Forgiveness 


To the Chief Musician. To Jeduthun. 
A Psalm of David. 


1 [said, “I will guard my ways, 
Lest I sin with my “tongue; 
I will restrain my mouth witha 
muzzle, 
While the wicked are before me.” 
2 bl] was mute with silence, 
Theld my peace even from good; 
And my sorrow was stirred up. 
3 My heart was hot within me; 
While I was musing, the fire burned. 
Then I spoke with my tongue: 


Psalm 39:1 


4 “LORD, ‘make me to know my end, 
And what is the measure of my days, 
That I may know how frail Iam. 
5 Indeed, You have made my days as 
handbreadths, 
And my age is as nothing before You; 
Certainly every man at his best state is 


but ¢vapor. Selah 
6 Surely every man walks about like a 
shadow; 


Surely they busy themselves in vain; 

He heaps up riches, 

And does not know who will gather 
them. 


7 “And now, Lord, what do I wait for? 
My ehope is in You. 
8 Deliver me from all my transgressions; 
Do not make me ‘the reproach of the 
foolish. 
9 sl was mute, I did not open my mouth, 
Because it was "You who did it. 
10 iRemove Your plague from me; 
Iam consumed by the blow of Your 
hand. 
11 When with rebukes You correct man 
for iniquity, 
You make his beauty melt away like 
a moth; 


Surely every man is vapor. Selah 


12 “Hear my prayer, O LORD, 
And give ear to my cry; 


Do not be silent at my tears; 
For I ama stranger with You, 
A sojourner, ®as all my fathers were. 
13 TRemove Your gaze from me, that I may 
regain strength, 
Before I go away and "am no more.” 


Psalm 40 


Faith Persevering in Trial 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 J4waited patiently for the LORD; 
And He inclined to me, 
And heard my cry. 

2 He also brought me up out of a 

horrible pit, 

Out of >the miry clay, 
And ¢set my feet upon a rock, 
And established my steps. 

3 dHe has put a new song in my mouth— 
Praise to our God; 
Many will see it and fear, 
And will trust in the LORD. 


4 eBlessed is that man who makes the 
LORD his trust, 
And does not respect the proud, nor 
such as turn aside to lies. 
5 fMany, O LORD my God, are Your 
wonderful works 
Which You have done; 
And Your thoughts toward us 
Cannot be recounted to You in 
order; 
If I would declare and speak of 
them, 
They are more than can be 
numbered. 


6 hSacrifice and offering You did not 
desire; 
My ears You have opened. 
Burnt offering and sin offering You 
did not require. 
7 Then I said, “Behold, I come; 
In the scroll of the book it is written 
of me. 


39:1 | will guard my ways. David determined to be 
silent in suffering so that he would not speak out 
foolishly. 

39:9 it was You who did it. David knows that his only 
chance of deliverance is in God. But he also believes 
that his trouble has come from God. He is in a quan- 
dary. Should he ask for God's help, or should he ask 
for God to leave him alone? 

39:13 Remove Your gaze from me. |f God is not 
going to deliver him, the despondent psalmist asks 
God to leave him alone. It is rare outside the Book of 
Job to find language such as this (Job 7:19). The pain 
of the psalmist was so far from being resolved that he 
remained in despair until the last verse. Yet the fact 
that God saves those who call upon Him is described 
again and again in the Book of Psalms (22:31; 118:21). 
40:1 | waited patiently. The verb “to wait” expresses 


a confident trust or faith in the Lord (130:5). David 
knows that salvation comes only from the Almighty 
(3:8). 

40:6 My ears You have opened. God allows us to 
hear His words, and He also gives us understanding 
and wisdom to internalize and apply them. 

40:7 Behold, | come. According to Hebrews 10:4—7, 
Jesus spoke these words to the Father. 


39:14[James 3:5-12] 39:25Ps.38:13 39:4¢Ps. 
90:12; 119:84 39:54Ps.62:9 39:72Ps. 38:15 
39:8fPs. 44:13; 79:4; 119:22 39:99Ps. 39:2 4 Job 2:10 
39:10 ‘Job 9:34; 13:21 39:11/Job 13:28 39:12'Gen. 
47:9 39:13! Job 7:19; 10:20, 21; 14:6 ™ Job 14:10] 
40:17 Ps. 25:5; 27:14; 37:7 40:25Ps. 69:2, 14 Ps. 27:5 
40:3 4Ps. 32:7; 33:3 40:4Ps. 34:8; 84:12 40:5/Job 
9:10 9[Is. 55:8] 40:6" [Heb. 10:5-9] 


8 i] delight to do Your will, O my God, 
And Your law is ‘within my heart.” 


9 kI have proclaimed the good news of 
righteousness 
In the great assembly; 
Indeed, 'I do not restrain my lips, 
O LorD, You Yourself know. 
10m] have not hidden Your righteousness 
within my heart; 
I have declared Your faithfulness and 
Your salvation; 
I have not concealed Your 
lovingkindness and Your truth 
From the great assembly. 


11 Do not withhold Your tender mercies 
from me, O LORD; 
nLet Your lovingkindness and Your 
truth continually preserve me. 
12 For innumerable evils have 
surrounded me; 
oMy iniquities have overtaken me, so 
that I am not able to look up; 
They are more than the hairs of my 
head; 
Therefore my heart fails me. 


13 pBe pleased, O LORD, to deliver me; 
O LorD, make haste to help me! 
14 aLet them be ashamed and brought to 
mutual confusion 
Who seek to destroy my life; 
Let them be driven backward and 
brought to dishonor 
Who wish me evil. 
15 Let them be "confounded because of 
their shame, 
Who say to me, “Aha, aha!” 


16 sLet all those who seek You rejoice and 
be glad in You; 


Psalm 41:6 ™@ 609 


Let such as love Your salvation tsay 
continually, 
“The LORD be magnified!” 
17 uBut I am poor and needy; 
vYet the LORD thinks upon me. 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
Do not delay, O my God. 


Psalm 41 


The Blessing and Suffering 
of the Godly 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 Blessed is he who considers the 
poor; 
The LorD will deliver him in time of 
trouble. 
2 The LorD will preserve him and keep 
him alive, 
And he will be blessed on the earth; 
a2You will not deliver him to the will of 
his enemies. 
3 The LORD will strengthen him on his 
bed of illness; 
You will sustain him on his sickbed. 


4 Isaid, “LORD, be merciful to me; 
bHeal my soul, for I have sinned against 
You.” 
5 My enemies speak evil of me: 
“When will he die, and his name 
perish?” 
6 And if he comes to see me, he speaks 
lies; 
His heart gathers iniquity to itself; 
When he goes out, he tells it. 


40:8 To Know God's Will—Knowing the will of God 
is not simply a vehicle for finding the right vocation 
for a life’s work. While vocation is important, it is 
only a small part of God’s will. The will of God must 
be thought of in more comprehensive terms. The 
will of God is for everyone to live in such a way as to 
bring honor and glory to God. For different people 
God may have very different things in mind. We must 
continually stay in God’s Word so that He can make 
clear to us what His will is for us. We must also be still, 
listen, and know that He is God. 

The first step towards understanding God's will 
is believing in Christ ohn 3:14-16). If we do not 
accept this gift from God, we will not be saved from 
judgment (Matt. 7:21). Second, Scripture teaches us 
that it is God's will for every believer to be sanctified 
(2 Thess. 2:13-17). Third, the Bible declares God's will 
as it must be applied to our lives (Deut. 29:29). This 
fact involves commands to be obeyed, principles to 
be followed, prohibitions of things to be avoided and 
living examples to be imitated or shunned. God takes 
great joy in those who cheerfully do His will. 

Although the Bible is a comprehensive revelation 
of God's will, there are always decisions we make that 
Scripture does not directly address. In order to know 
God's will in these situations we need to be in fellow- 
ship with the Lord (1 John 1:6-7), seek principles from 


the Word (1 Cor. 10:6), obtain advice from godly coun- 
selors (Prov. 11:14), use common sense, and remem- 
ber that God works through our own minds and He 
desires for us to do His will (Phil. 2:13). 

40:9 assembly. In Psalm 35 David prayed for deliv- 
erance from his enemies and promised to give God 
praise before “the great assembly,” the congregation 
of Israel, for that deliverance. Psalm 40 is a joyful 
account of his deliverance from trouble, and his wit- 
ness of God's righteousness before the people. The 
believer is obligated to speak of God’s righteous acts 
toward him, so that others may hear of the goodness 
and glory of God. 

40:11 tender mercies. This term refers to God's affec- 
tion for us. David is asking God to surround him with 
warmth and comfort that is practically maternal. 
41:4 for I have sinned. |n the context of this psalm, 
this is a general acknowledgment of sin and the 
need for God's forgiveness and restoration (1 John 
1:9). 
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610 & Psalm 41:7 
7 All who hate me whisper together 
against me; 
Against me they devise my hurt. 
8 “An evil disease,” they say, “clings to 
him. 
And now that he lies down, he will rise 
up no more.” 
9 cEven my own familiar friend in whom 
I trusted, 
dWho ate my bread, 
Has lifted up his heel against me. 


10 But You, O LORD, be merciful to me, 
and raise me up, 
That I may repay them. 
ll_ By this I know that You are well 
pleased with me, 
Because my enemy does not triumph 
over me. 
12 As for me, You uphold me in my 
integrity, 
And eset me before Your face forever. 
13 fBlessed be the LORD God of Israel 


From everlasting to everlasting! 
Amen and Amen. 


BOOK TWO 
Psalms 42-72 


Psalm 42 


Yearning for God in the Midst of 
Distresses 


To the Chief Musician. 
A Contemplation* of the sons of Korah. 


1 As the deer pants for the water brooks, 
So pants my soul for You, O God. 
2 aMy soul thirsts for God, for the >living 
God. 
When shall I come and appear before 
God?* 
3 cMy tears have been my food day and 
night, 
While they continually say to me, 
a“Where is your God?” 


4 When I remember these things, 
e] pour out my soul within me. 


For I used to go with the multitude; 

fT went with them to the house of God, 

With the voice of joy and praise, 

With a multitude that kept a pilgrim 
feast. 


5 sWhy are you cast down, O my soul? 
And why are you disquieted within 
me? 
hHope in God, for I shall yet praise 
Him 
For the help of His countenance.* 
6 Omy God,* my soul is cast down 
within me; 
Therefore I will remember You from 
the land of the Jordan, 
And from the heights of Hermon, 
From the Hill Mizar. 
7 Deep calls unto deep at the noise of 
Your waterfalls; 
‘All Your waves and billows have gone 
over me. 
8 The LORD will icommand His 
lovingkindness in the daytime, 
And Rin the night His song shall be 
with me— 
A prayer to the God of my life. 


9 Iwill say to God my Rock, 
“Why have You forgotten me? 
Why do I go mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy?” 
10 As with a breaking of my bones, 
My enemies reproach me, 
mWhile they say to me all day long, 
“Where is your God?” 


11 nWhy are you cast down, O my soul? 
And why are you disquieted within 
me? 
Hope in God; 
For I shall yet praise Him, 
The help of my countenance and my 
God. 


*42:title Hebrew Maschil * 42:2 Following 
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; some Hebrew man- 
uscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read I 
see the face of God. *42:5 Following Masoretic 
Text and Targum; a few Hebrew manuscripts, Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read The help of my 
countenance, my God. *42:6 Following Maso- 
retic Text and Targum; a few Hebrew manuscripts, 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate put my God at the 
end of verse 5. 


41:9 my own familiar friend. Jesus quoted this 
verse, noting its fulfillment in Judas John 13:18). 
41:13 Blessed. This psalm begins with a blessing 
of God on the righteous; it ends with the righteous 
blessing their Lord. This word “blessed” is different 
from the word in verse 1. Here the word identifies the 
Lord as the source of our blessing. 

42:41 used to go with the multitude...tothe house 
of God. This psalm was written in exile. The psalm- 
ist is remembering with longing and tears the times 
when he was able to worship God in Jerusalem. 

42:5 | shall yet praise Him. As is common in the 
Psalms, the poet is not describing an act of private 
devotion, but of public praise of the goodness of 


God. This is praise in words and songs that would 
be repeated in the midst of the congregation (22:22; 
Eph. 5:19; Heb. 13:15). 

42:6 the land of the Jordan... of Hermon. These 
are references to the Promised Land, from which the 
people were exiled. 
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Psalm 43 


Prayer to God in Time of Trouble 


1 Vindicate “me, O God, 
And >plead my cause against an 
ungodly nation; 
Oh, deliver me from the deceitful and 
unjust man! 
2 For You are the God of my strength; 
Why do You cast me off? 
cWhy do I go mourning because of the 
oppression of the enemy? 


3 dOh, send out Your light and Your 
truth! 

Let them lead me; 
Let them bring me to ¢ Your holy hill 
And to Your tabernacle. 

4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 
To God my exceeding joy; 
And on the harp I will praise You, 
O God, my God. 


5 fWhy are you cast down, O my soul? 
And why are you disquieted within 
me? 
Hope in God; 
For I shall yet praise Him, 
The help of my countenance and my 
God. 


Psalm 44 


Redemption Remembered in 
Present Dishonor 


To the Chief Musician. 
A *Contemplation* of the sons of Korah. 


1 We have heard with our ears, 
O God, 
>Our fathers have told us, 
The deeds You did in their days, 
In days of old: 
2 cYou drove out the nations with Your 
hand, 
But them You planted; 
You afflicted the peoples, and cast 
them out. 


Psalm 44:14 @ 611 


3 For ¢they did not gain possession of 
the land by their own sword, 
Nor did their own arm save them; 
But it was Your right hand, Your 
arm, and the light of Your 
countenance, 
eBecause You favored them. 


4 fYou are my King, O God;* 
Command* victories for Jacob. 
5 Through You ¢we will push down our 
enemies; 
Through Your name we will 
trample those who rise up 
against us. 
6 For “I will not trust in my bow, 
Nor shall my sword save me. 
7 But You have saved us from our 
enemies, 
And have put to shame those who 
hated us. 
8 iIn God we boast all day long, 
And praise Your name forever. Selah 


9 But/You have cast us off and put us to 
shame, 
And You do not go out with our 
armies. 
You make us turn back from the 
enemy, 
And those who hate us have taken 
spoil for themselves. 
'You have given us up like sheep 
intended for food, 
And have scattered us among the 
nations. 
nYou Sell Your people for next to 
nothing, 
And are not enriched by selling 
them. 
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13 oYou make us a reproach to our 
neighbors, 
A scorn and a derision to those all 
around us. 
14 pYou make us a byword among the 
nations, 


*44:title Hebrew Maschil *44:4 Following Mas- 
oretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate 
read and my God. ¢ Following Masoretic Text 
and Targum; Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read 
Who commands. 


43:1 Vindicate me. It is believed that Psalm 43 is a 
continuation of Psalm 42. 

43:5 cast down. Psalms 42 and 43 reflect a uniform 
feeling of being cut off from God, rejected and for- 
saken by Him. There is a common refrain in both 
psalms in which the author reasons with himself 
in order to surmount his feelings of depression and 
loneliness. Prayer is still possible when God seems 
to be absent, and we can hope in God in the face of 
present affliction because faith enables the believer 
to give thanks before the answer is experienced. 
44:4 You are my King. In this community lament, it is 
striking that here the speaker is singular. It may be that 
these words are spoken by Israel's king to the King of 
glory. As the king of the nation, it was appropriate for 
him to lead the people in asking for God’s renewed favor. 


44:9 You have cast us off. The army of Israel was not 
just a group of soldiers. They were the warriors of the 
Almighty; their victories were the victories of God, 
and their defeats were losses that He allowed them 
to endure. If He ceased accompanying them to battle, 
they were doomed to failure. 
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612 @ Psalm 44:15 
4A shaking of the head among the 
peoples. 
15 My dishonor is continually before 
me, 
And the shame of my face has covered 
me, 
16 Because of the voice of him who 
reproaches and reviles, 
"Because of the enemy and the 
avenger. 


17 sAll this has come upon us; 
But we have not forgotten You, 
Nor have we dealt falsely with Your 
covenant. 
18 Our heart has not turned back, 
tNor have our steps departed from 
Your way; 
19 But You have severely broken us in 
uthe place of jackals, 
And covered us vwith the shadow of 
death. 


20 If we had forgotten the name of our 
God, 
Or wstretched out our hands to a 
foreign god, 
21 xWould not God search this out? 
For He knows the secrets of the 
heart. 
22 vYet for Your sake we are killed all day 
long; 
We are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 


23 zAwake! Why do You sleep, 
O Lord? 
Arise! Do not cast us off forever. 
24 aWhy do You hide Your face, 
And forget our affliction and our 
oppression? 
25 For bour soul is bowed down to the 
dust; 
Our body clings to the ground. 
26 Arise for our help, 
And redeem us for Your mercies’ 
sake. 


Psalm 45 


The Glories of the Messiah and 
His Bride 


To the Chief Musician. «Set to “The 
Lilies.”* A Contemplation* of the sons 
of Korah. A Song of Love. 


1 My heart is overflowing with a good 
theme; 
Irecite my composition concerning 
the King; 
My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 


2 You are fairer than the sons of men; 
bGrace is poured upon Your lips; 
Therefore God has blessed You 
forever. 

3 Gird Your ‘sword upon Your thigh, 

dO Mighty One, 
With Your eglory and Your majesty. 

4 fAndin Your majesty ride prosperously 
because of truth, humility, and 
righteousness; 

And Your right hand shall teach You 
awesome things. 

5 Your arrows are sharp in the heart of 
the King’s enemies; 

The peoples fall under You. 


6 £Your throne, O God, is forever and 
ever; 
A "scepter of righteousness is the 
scepter of Your kingdom. 
7 You love righteousness and hate 
wickedness; 
Therefore God, Your God, has 
ianointed You 
With the oil of igladness more than 
Your companions. 
8 All Your garments are kscented with 
myrrh and aloes and cassia, 
Out of the ivory palaces, by which they 
have made You glad. 


*45:title Hebrew Shoshannim ¢ Hebrew Maschil 


44:17 we have not forgotten You. The faithful rem- 
nant had to bear the punishment of exile as well as 
the wicked. Human beings are so interwoven that it is 
impossible to sin alone. Inevitably others will have to 
share the burden of our just punishment. 

44:22 as sheep. These words predict another 
beloved Son of the Most High who would also feel 
cast off by the Lord (Is. 53:7; Rom. 8:36). 

45:3 O Mighty One. In the ancient Middle East the 
king was supposed to be a great warrior. The model 
in Israel was David, the celebrated champion who 
defeated the giant Goliath (1 Sam. 17). The term 
“most mighty” is also a messianic title. 

45:6-7 O God... God, Your God. The words “Your 
throne” indicate the messianic direction of the psalm. 
Here the King is addressed as God, yet it is “God, Your 
God” who anointed Him. The writer to the Hebrews 
used these verses to assert Jesus’ deity (Heb. 1:8-9). 
45:7 righteousness. A person is known by his loves 
and his hates. If a person “loves” something, he will 
“hate” its opposite. One who loves justice will hate 


oppression. One who loves truth will hate false- 
hood. One who loves kindness will hate cruelty. 
The psalm deliberately uses very strong verbs: love 
righteousness, hate wickedness. We might pre- 
fer to be a bit more moderate and tone down the 
language, but the Scripture calls us to disengage 
ourselves radically from wickedness, for it is both a 
virus and a vice. anointed You. Anointing set aside 
a particular person for special service to God. In 
Old Testament times, those who were anointed for 
special service foreshadowed the Anointed One, the 
Messiah. 
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9 IKings’ daughters are among Your 
honorable women; 
mAt Your right hand stands the queen in 
gold from Ophir. 


10 Listen, O daughter, 
Consider and incline your ear; 
nForget your own people also, and your 
father’s house; 
ll So the King will greatly desire your 
beauty; 
oBecause He is your Lord, worship 
Him. 
12 And the daughter of Tyre will come 
with a gift; 
PThe rich among the people will seek 
your favor. 


13° The royal daughter is all glorious 
within the palace; 
Her clothing is woven with gold. 
14 aShe shall be brought to the King in 
robes of many colors; 
The virgins, her companions who 
follow her, shall be brought to 
You. 
15 With gladness and rejoicing they shall 
be brought; 
They shall enter the King’s palace. 


16 Instead of Your fathers shall be Your 
sons, 
‘Whom You shall make princes in all 
the earth. 
17 s] will make Your name to be 
remembered in all generations; 
Therefore the people shall praise You 
forever and ever. 


Psalm 46 


God the Refuge of His People and 
Conqueror of the Nations 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the 
sons of Korah. A Song ¢for Alamoth. 


1 God is our refuge and strength, 
cA very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, 
Even though the earth be removed, 
And though the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea; 


Psalm 47:4 @ 613 


3 dThough its waters roar and be 


troubled, 
Though the mountains shake with its 
swelling. Selah 


4 There is a river whose streams shall 
make glad the ‘city of God, 
The holy place of the tabernacle of the 
Most High. 
5 God is sin the midst of her, she shall 
not be moved; 
God shall help her, just at the break of 
dawn. 
6 hThe nations raged, the kingdoms were 
moved; 
He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 


7 The ‘Lorp of hosts is with us; 
The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 


8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
Who has made desolations in the 
earth. 
9 ijHe makes wars cease to the end of the 
earth; 
kHe breaks the bow and cuts the spear 
in two; 
'He burns the chariot in the fire. 


10 Be still, and know that I am God; 
m] will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth! 


11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 


The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 


Psalm 47 


Praise to God, the Ruler 
of the Earth 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the 
sons of Korah. 


1 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! 
Shout to God with the voice of 
triumph! 
2 For the LORD Most High is awesome; 
He is a great “King over all the earth. 
3 bHe will subdue the peoples under us, 
And the nations under our feet. 
4 He will choose our inheritance for us, 
The excellence of Jacob whom He 
loves. Selah 


45:9 Ophir. Possibly located in southern Arabia or in 
Africa (2 Chr. 8:17-18), this place was known in the 
Old Testament world as a source of fine gold. 

45:14 robes of many colors. |n the ancient world, the 
beauty of the bride's gowns might be an expression 
of her family’s wealth, their pride in her, and their love 
for her. 

46:2 though the earth be removed. God is a refuge 
for His people against everything actual or imagined. 
46:5 God is in the midst of her. We do not have an 
absentee deliverer, a defense that is only sometimes 
present. The Lord lives with His people and His pro- 
tection can be counted on. 

46:10 Be still, and know that | am God. This call for 


stillness before the Lord is not preparation for wor- 
ship, but for impending judgment (Hab. 2:20; Zeph. 
1:7; Zech. 2:13). 

47:4 whom He loves. To love means “to make one’s 
choice in.” God had chosen the Israelites to be His 


45:9!Song 6:8 ™1 Kin. 2:19 45:10" Deut. 21:13 
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614 @ Psalm 47:5 


5 dGod has gone up with a shout, 

The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7 eFor God is the King of all the earth; 

fSing praises with understanding. 


8 sGod reigns over the nations; 
God “sits on His ‘holy throne. 
9 The princes of the people have 
gathered together, 
iThe people of the God of Abraham. 
kFor the shields of the earth belong to 
God; 
He is greatly exalted. 


Psalm 48 


The Glory of God in Zion 


A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah. 


1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised 
In the ¢city of our God, 
In His holy mountain. 
2 bBeautiful in elevation, 
The joy of the whole earth, 
Is Mount Zion on the sides of the 
north, 
The city of the great King. 
3 God is in her palaces; 
He is known as her refuge. 


4 For behold, ‘the kings assembled, 
They passed by together. 
5 They saw it, and so they marveled; 
They were troubled, they hastened 
away. 
6 Fear took hold of them there, 
And pain, as of a woman in birth 
pangs, 
7 As when You break the éships of 
Tarshish 
With an east wind. 


8 As we have heard, 
So we have seen 


10 


ll 


12 


13 


14 


In the city of the LoRD of hosts, 


In the city of our God: 

God will festablish it forever. Selah 

We have thought, O God, on ¢ Your 
lovingkindness, 


In the midst of Your temple. 

According to "Your name, O God, 

So is Your praise to the ends of the 
earth; 

Your right hand is full of 
righteousness. 

Let Mount Zion rejoice, 

Let the daughters of Judah be glad, 

Because of Your judgments. 


Walk about Zion, 

And go all around her. 

Count her towers; 

Mark well her bulwarks; 

Consider her palaces; 

That you may ‘tell it to the generation 
following. 

For this is God, 

Our God forever and ever; 

jHe will be our guide 

Even to death.* 


Psalm 49 


The Confidence of the Foolish 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the 
sons of Korah. 


Hear this, all peoples; 

Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

Both low and high, 

Rich and poor together. 

My mouth shall speak wisdom, 

And the meditation of my heart shall 
give understanding. 

I will incline my ear to a proverb; 

I will disclose my dark saying on the 
harp. 


* 48:14 Following Masoretic Text and Syriac; 
Septuagint and Vulgate read Forever. 


holy people and, in that way, He loved them. In His 
dialogue with Nicodemus, Jesus explained that God's 
love extended to all the nations as well as to Israel 
(ohn 3:16). 

47:9 The people of the God of Abraham. This is the 
prophetic picture of the ultimate fulfillment of the 
Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12:1-3). One day all the 
peoples of the earth who have come to faith in God 
through Jesus will discover that they are one people. 
They are all the true seed of Abraham because they, 
like Abraham, believed in God (Gen. 15:6; Gal. 3:5—-8). 
48:1 Great is the Lorp. Psalm 48 unites with Psalms 46 
and 47 to form three great psalms of praise to God for 
His kingship and His love for the holy city of Jerusalem. 
This emphasis on Jerusalem has led many scholars to 
speak of these psalms as “Songs of Zion.” the city of 
our God. The city of Jerusalem had a particularly dear 
place in the heart of God's people (1 Kin. 14:21). The city 
was holy because of the presence of God in the temple. 


48:2 The joy of the whole earth. As is strongly estab- 
lished in the Book of Psalms, the purpose of God’s 
work in Israel was to draw all nations to Himself. city 
of the great King. Jesus quoted these words in Mat- 
thew 5:35, speaking of Jerusalem. 

48:12 Walk about Zion. Praising the city of Zion was 
another way of praising God, whose dwelling was 
there. 

49:4 dark saying. Also translated “riddle,” this word 
refers to a perplexing moral problem. How do the 
righteous come to terms with oppressive rich people 
who seem to have no thought for God? 
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5 Why should I fear in the days of evil, 
When the iniquity at my heels 
surrounds me? 
6 Those who ¢trust in their wealth 
And boast in the multitude of their 
riches, 
7 None of them can by any means 
redeem his brother, 
Nor give to God a ransom for him— 
8 For cthe redemption of their souls is 
costly, 
And it shall cease forever— 
9 That he should continue to live 
eternally, 
And 4not see the Pit. 


10 For he sees wise men die; 
Likewise the fool and the senseless 
person perish, 
And leave their wealth to others. 
ll Their inner thought is that their 
houses will last forever,* 
Their dwelling places to all 
generations; 
They ¢call their lands after their own 
names. 
12 Nevertheless man, though in honor, 
does not remain;* 
He is like the beasts that perish. 


13 This is the way of those who are 
ffoolish, 
And of their posterity who approve 
their sayings. Selah 
4 Like sheep they are laid in the grave; 
Death shall feed on them; 
The upright shall have dominion over 
them in the morning; 
hAnd their beauty shall be consumed in 
the grave, far from their dwelling. 
15 But God ‘will redeem my soul from the 
power of the grave, 


For He shall ‘receive me. Selah 
16 Do not be afraid when one becomes 
rich, 
When the glory of his house is 
increased; 


17 For when he dies he shall carry 
nothing away; 
His glory shall not descend after him. 


Psalm 50:8 @ 615 


18 Though while he lives *he blesses 
himself 
(For men will praise you when you do 
well for yourself), 
19 He shall go to the generation of his 
fathers; 
They shall never see ‘light. 
20 A man who is in honor, yet does not 
understand, 
mJs like the beasts that perish. 


Psalm 50 


God the Righteous Judge 
A Psalm of Asaph. 


1 The «Mighty One, God the LORD, 
Has spoken and called the earth 
From the rising of the sun to its going 

down. 

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

bGod will shine forth. 

3 Our God shall come, and shall not 

keep silent; 
cA fire shall devour before Him, 
And it shall be very tempestuous all 
around Him. 


4 dHe shall call to the heavens from 
above, 
And to the earth, that He may judge 
His people: 
5 “Gather eMy saints together to Me, 
fThose who have made a covenant with 
Me by sacrifice.” 
6 Let the sheavens declare His 
righteousness, 
For "God Himself is Judge. Selah 


7 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak, 
O Israel, and I will testify against you; 
i] am God, your God! 
8 i will not rebuke you for your 
sacrifices 


*49:11 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read Their graves shall be their houses forever. 

* 49:12 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read understand 
(compare verse 20). 


49:6 Those who trust in their wealth. The accumu- 
lation of material wealth is of no value in the life to 
come (Mark 10:23). Money can never buy redemp- 
tion. Only God has the power to deliver us from death 
and hell. 

49:14 Death shall feed on them. Death is the great 
leveler. People who have beauty, riches (vv. 16-17), 
and power in this world will lose them all at death. 
They will be stripped of everything except their 
character or soul. This is why the Scriptures exhort 
us to pursue character development—God’s law, 
holiness, wisdom, and knowledge—more than any- 
thing else. 

50:1 The Mighty One, God the Lorp. These three 
titles give a stunning introduction to the poem, a 
grand display of God Himself in the midst of His 
people. 


50:8 rebuke you for your sacrifices. The sacri- 
fices were commanded by God in Leviticus, but the 
people had difficulty keeping a godly perspective 
on the nature of sacrifices. God did not need their 
offerings—He is already the owner of all the earth. 
The sacrifices were for their sakes, so that they would 
understand that sin equals death, and atonement 
comes by blood. 
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616 # Psalm 50:9 
Or your burnt offerings, 
Which are continually before Me. 

9 1 will not take a bull from your house, 
Nor goats out of your folds. 

10 For every beast of the forest is Mine, 
And the cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 J know all the birds of the mountains, 
And the wild beasts of the field are 

Mine. 


12 “Tf | were hungry, I would not tell you; 
mFor the world is Mine, and all its 
fullness. 
13 nWill I eat the flesh of bulls, 
Or drink the blood of goats? 
14 oOffer to God thanksgiving, 
And Ppay your vows to the Most 
High. 
15 aCall upon Me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver you, and you shall glorify 
Me.” 


16 But to the wicked God says: 
“What right have you to declare My 
statutes, 
Or take My covenant in your mouth, 
17 rSeeing you hate instruction 
And cast My words behind you? 
18 When you saw a thief, you sconsented* 
with him, 
And have been a 'partaker with 
adulterers. 
19 You give your mouth to evil, 
And “your tongue frames deceit. 
20 You sit and speak against your 
brother; 
You slander your own mother’s son. 
21 These things you have done, and I kept 
silent; 
vYou thought that I was altogether like 
you; 
But I will rebuke you, 
And “set them in order before your 
eyes. 


22 “Now consider this, you who *forget God, 
Lest I tear you in pieces, 
And there be none to deliver: 
23 Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; 
And Yto him who orders his conduct 
aright 
I will show the salvation of God.” 


Psalm 51 


A Prayer of Repentance 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David 
awhen Nathan the prophet went to him, 
after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 


1 Have mercy upon me, O God, 
According to Your lovingkindness; 
According to the multitude of Your 

tender mercies, 
>Blot out my transgressions. 

2 cWash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

And cleanse me from my sin. 


3 For acknowledge my transgressions, 
And my sin is always before me. 
4 dAgainst You, You only, have I sinned, 
And done this evil ein Your sight— 
fThat You may be found just when You 
speak,* 
And blameless when You judge. 


5 sBehold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
And in sin my mother conceived me. 
6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward 
parts, 
And in the hidden part You will make 
me to know wisdom. 


7 hPurge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; 


* 50:18 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
readran. *51:4 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate 
read in Your words. 


50:12 If | were hungry, | would not tell you. God 
doesn’t hunger for food—and even if He did, He 
would not need His people to bring it to Him. He hun- 
gers for the righteousness of His people. 

50:18 have been a partaker with adulterers. |n 
this psalm the Lord brings a legal case against His 
people for violations of the covenant (v. 4). Verses 
7-15 address the formalists, whose major emphasis 
is on the outward and external observances of the 
ceremonial law. Verses 16-23 are spoken to wicked 
members of the community who do not put God’s 
commandments into practice in everyday life. The 
believer's attitude toward evil is to be one of total 
rejection: “Do not love the world or the things in the 
world” (1 John 2:15). There is no neutrality in regard to 
the moral law, and no approval can be given to those 
who disobey God's law (Rom. 1:32). 

51:1 Have mercy upon me. This psalm is associ- 
ated with one of the hardest experiences of David's 
life, the aftermath of his affair with Bathsheba. For 
the account of David's sin and the prophet Nathan's 
rebuke, see 2 Samuel 11:1—12:15. the multitude of 
Your tender mercies. David's call for mercy is the 
only appropriate request for a confessing sinner. No 


sinner should ask for justice, for that would mean 


judgment and ruin. 


51:4 Against You. David had sinned against Bath- 
sheba, Uriah, and the nation he was called to rule. But 
none of these indictments were as serious as David's 
offense against God. 

51:5 iniquity. The psalmist should not be misun- 
derstood as teaching that the pollution of human 
nature results from anything inherently corrupt in 
sexual relations between husband and wife. We are 
male and female by the sovereign will and creative 
power of God (Gen. 1:27). What David confesses, 
however, is the reality of human depravity (Rom. 
5:12). We are inclined to gratify the cravings of our 
sinful nature, following its desires and thoughts, 
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Wash me, and I shall be ‘whiter than 
snow. 
8 Make me hear joy and gladness, 
That the bones You have broken imay 
rejoice. 
9 Hide Your face from my sins, 
And blot out all my iniquities. 


10 kCreate in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from Your 
presence, 
And do not take Your !Holy Spirit 
from me. 


12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
And uphold me by Your ™generous 
Spirit. 
13. Then I will teach transgressors Your 
ways, 
And sinners shall be converted to You. 


4 Deliver me from the guilt of 
bloodshed, O God, 
The God of my salvation, 
And my tongue shall sing aloud of 
Your righteousness. 
15 O Lord, open my lips, 
And my mouth shall show forth Your 
praise. 
16 For "You do not desire sacrifice, or else 
I would give it; 
You do not delight in burnt offering. 
17 oThe sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit, 
A broken and a contrite heart— 
These, O God, You will not despise. 


18 Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion; 
Build the walls of Jerusalem. 
19 Then You shall be pleased with ?the 
sacrifices of righteousness, 
With burnt offering and whole burnt 
offering; 
Then they shall offer bulls on Your 
altar. 
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Psalm 52 


The End of the Wicked and the 
Peace of the Godly 


To the Chief Musician. 

A Contemplation* of David «when 
Doeg the Edomite went and “told Saul, 
and said to him, “David has gone to the 

house of Ahimelech.” 


1 Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man? 
The goodness of God endures 
continually. 
2 Your tongue devises destruction, 
Like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 
3 You love evil more than good, 
Lying rather than speaking 
righteousness. 
4 You love all devouring words, 
You deceitful tongue. 


Selah 


5 God shall likewise destroy you forever; 
He shall take you away, and pluck you 
out of your dwelling place, 
And uproot you from the land of the 
living. Selah 
6 The righteous also shall see and fear, 
And shall laugh at him, saying, 
7 “Here is the man who did not make God 
his strength, 
But trusted in the abundance of his 
riches, 
And strengthened himself in his 
wickedness.” 


8 ButIam ‘like a green olive tree in the 
house of God; 
I trust in the mercy of God forever and 
ever. 
9 Iwill praise You forever, 
Because You have done it; 
And in the presence of Your saints 
I will wait on Your name, for it is good. 


* 52:title Hebrew Maschil 


contradicting God’s commands. This is why we must 
experience radical regeneration by the supernatural 
power of the Holy Spirit. Apart from that rebirth, we 
can neither see nor enter the kingdom of God (John 
3:3-5). 

51:7 hyssop. Here David refers to the ritual acts of 
cleansing described in the law of Moses (Lev. 14:4; 
Num. 19:6). 

51:10-13 Confession—Confession leads to forgive- 
ness, but what does that look like? Psalm 51 gives usa 
picture. The results of forgiveness are a clean heart, a 
renewed spirit, a restored relationship with God, and 
a joyful experience of God's salvation. God cleans us 
up. He makes us presentable. He reorients us towards 
Himself, helping us to focus on what it is right. By 
forgiving us, God crosses over the canyon of sin that 
separates us from Him. When you putall this together 
there is great cause for joy on our part. Forgiveness 
is more than a theological abstract. It makes the sal- 
vation experience deeply personal and emotional in 
every sense. It takes that which is wrong in our life 
and makes it right. 


51:16 You do not desire sacrifice. God's pleasure is 
not in the sacrificed animal, but in the willing obedi- 
ence of His people (Gen. 4:1—7; John 4:21-24; Rom. 
12:1-2). The motions of sacrifice not accompanied 
by a contrite heart are not acceptable to God (Is. 
1:12-20). 

52:2 Your tongue. This phrase refers to more than 
just words. These people used language as a weapon, 
for they believed that the gods could empower their 
words to a devastating effect. 

52:6 see and fear. This fear is a deepened respect for 
God and a sense of awe before His throne. 

52:8 a green olive tree. An olive tree was a symbol 
of beauty. In Romans 11:16-24, the olive tree is used 
as a symbol of the Gentiles who are grafted into the 
root—the people of God or the church. 
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Psalm 53 


Folly of the Godless, and the 
Restoration of Israel 


To the Chief Musician. Set to 
“Mahalath.” A Contemplation* of David. 


1 The @fool has said in his heart, 
“There is no God.” 
They are corrupt, and have done 
abominable iniquity; 
b There is none who does good. 


2 God looks down from heaven upon the 
children of men, 
To see if there are any who 
understand, who ‘seek God. 

3 Every one of them has turned aside; 
They have together become corrupt; 
There is none who does good, 

No, not one. 


4 Have the workers of iniquity ¢no 
knowledge, 
Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 
And do not call upon God? 
5 eThere they are in great fear 
Where no fear was, 
For God has scattered the bones of 
him who encamps against you; 
You have put them to shame, 
Because God has despised them. 


6 fOh, that the salvation of Israel would 
come out of Zion! 
When God brings back the captivity of 
His people, 
Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad. 


Psalm 54 


Answered Prayer for Deliverance 
from Adversaries 
To the Chief Musician. With stringed 
instruments.* A Contemplation* of 


David «when the Ziphites went and said 
to Saul, “Is David not hiding with us?” 


1 Save me, O God, by Your name, 
And vindicate me by Your strength. 


Hear my prayer, O God; 
Give ear to the words of my mouth. 
For strangers have risen up against me, 
And oppressors have sought after my 
life; 
They have not set God before them. 
Selah 


Behold, God is my helper; 
The Lord is with those who uphold 
my life. 
He will repay my enemies for their evil. 
Cut them off in Your truth. 


I will freely sacrifice to You; 
I will praise Your name, O LorD, for it 
is good. 
For He has delivered me out of all 
trouble; 
bAnd my eye has seen its desire upon 
my enemies. 


Psalm 55 


4 


Trust in God Concerning the 
Treachery of Friends 


To the Chief Musician. With stringed 
instruments.* A Contemplation* of 
David. 


Give ear to my prayer, O God, 

And do not hide Yourself from my 
supplication. 

Attend to me, and hear me; 

I¢am restless in my complaint, and 
moan noisily, 

Because of the voice of the enemy, 

Because of the oppression of the 
wicked; 

>For they bring down trouble upon me, 
And in wrath they hate me. 


cMy heart is severely pained within me, 
And the terrors of death have fallen 
upon me. 


* 


53:title Hebrew Maschil *54:title Hebrew 


neginoth ¢ Hebrew Maschil *55:title Hebrew 
neginoth ¢ Hebrew Maschil 


53:1 The fool. In the Bible, the term “fool” does not 
indicate mental incompetence, but moral and spiri- 
tual insensitivity. 

53:5 scattered the bones. This is a prophetic pro- 
nouncement of the final judgment on the wicked. 
54:3 They have not set God before them. |n one of 
the dark moments of David's life, when the insanely 
jealous King Saul was bent on destroying him, David 
was able to lift his heart in supplication, trust, and 
praise to God. He had been hiding with his men in 
the hill country south of Jeshimon, but his location 
was betrayed to Saul by the people of Ziph (1 Sam. 
23:19; 26:1). These were the “strangers” who doubt- 
less stood to profit from David's death. They had no 
regard for covenant law, which bade the Israelites 
to love their neighbors as themselves (Lev. 19:18). 
Nor did they love the Lord their God wholeheartedly 


(Deut. 6:5), but instead turned their hands against 
His anointed. Betrayal is a supreme act of treachery, 
whether in terms of a human being such as David, 
or of Jesus (Luke 22:48), the anointed Son of God. As 
such, it merits the most severe punishment from God 
(Mark 14:21). 

54:5 He will repay. David did not take vengeance 
into his own hands. Only the Lord can take revenge. 
55:4 terrors of death. David's intense pain can be felt 
in his strong language. The phrase “terrors of death” 
is unusual. The Hebrew word for “terror” or “dread” 


53:17Ps. 10:4 Rom. 3:10-12 53:2¢([2 Chr. 15:2] 
53:44 Jer.4:22 53:5Prov.28:1 53:6/Ps. 14:7 
54:title?1 Sam. 23:19 54:79Ps.59:10 55:24ls. 
38:14; 59:11 55:3°2Sam.16:7,8 55:4¢Ps. 116:3 


5 Fearfulness and trembling have come 
upon me, 
And horror has overwhelmed me. 
6 SolIsaid, “Oh, that I had wings like a 
dove! 
I would fly away and be at rest. 
7 Indeed, I would wander far off, 
And remain in the wilderness. 
8 [would hasten my escape 
From the windy storm and tempest.” 


9 Destroy, O Lord, and divide their 
tongues, 
For I have seen ¢violence and strife in 
the city. 
10 Day and night they go around it on its 
walls; 
eIniquity and trouble are also in the 
midst of it. 
Destruction is in its midst; 
fOppression and deceit do not depart 
from its streets. 


Selah 


1 


= 


1 


i 


8For it is not an enemy who reproaches 


me; 
Then I could bear it. 
Nor is it one who hates me who has 
hexalted himself against me; 
Then I could hide from him. 
13 But it was you, a man my equal, 
iMy companion and my acquaintance. 
14 We took sweet counsel together, 
And iwalked to the house of God in the 
throng. 


Let death seize them; 

Let them *go down alive into hell, 

For wickedness is in their dwellings 
and among them. 


I 


a 


16 As for me, I will call upon God, 

And the LORD shall save me. 

'Evening and morning and at noon 

I will pray, and cry aloud, 

And He shall hear my voice. 

18 He has redeemed my soul in peace 
from the battle that was against 
me, 

For “there were many against me. 
God will hear, and afflict them, 
nEven He who abides from of old. Selah 
Because they do not change, 
Therefore they do not fear God. 


20 He has put forth his hands against 
those who Pwere at peace with him; 


1 


o 


I 


C-) 
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He has broken his covenant. 
21 aThe words of his mouth were 
smoother than butter, 
But war was in his heart; 
His words were softer than oil, 
Yet they were drawn swords. 


22 rCast your burden on the LORD, 
And sHe shall sustain you; 
He shall never permit the righteous to 
be moved. 


23° But You, O God, shall bring them 
down to the pit of destruction; 
‘Bloodthirsty and deceitful men “shall 
not live out half their days; 
But I will trust in You. 


Psalm 56 


Prayer for Relief from Tormentors 


To the Chief Musician. Set to “The 
Silent Dove in Distant Lands.”* 
A Michtam of David when the 
aPhilistines captured him in Gath. 


1 Be >merciful to me, O God, for man 
would swallow me up; 
Fighting all day he oppresses me. 
2 My enemies would chound me all day, 
For there are many who fight against 
me, O Most High. 


3 Whenever I am afraid, 
I will trust in You. 
4 In God (I will praise His word), 
In God J have put my trust; 
qJ will not fear. 
What can flesh do to me? 


5 All day they twist my words; 
All their thoughts are against me for 
evil. 
6 They gather together, 
They hide, they mark my steps, 
When they lie in wait for my life. 
7 Shall they escape by iniquity? 
In anger cast down the peoples, O God! 
8 You number my wanderings; 


Put my tears into Your bottle; 
eAre they not in Your book? 


*56:title Hebrew Jonath Elem Rechokim 


is first used in Scripture to describe the horror that 
Abraham felt in the unnatural darkness that seized 
him as God was about to come near (Gen. 15:12). The 
word also described the horrors that would fall on the 
people of Canaan when the Lord gave the land to the 
Israelites (Ex. 15:16). To strengthen this feeling, David 
speaks of fear and trembling and an overwhelming 
horror (Ezek. 7:18). 

55:15 Let them go down alive into hell. David could 
express his emotions to God in prayer, but judgment 
or revenge was in God's hands (Rom. 12:19). 

55:22 Cast your burden on the Lorb. The Lord is the 
one constant in life, and the one true Friend. 


56:1 Be merciful to me. David cried out to God 
because of his overwhelming sense of loss during his 
time as a fugitive in a foreign land (1 Sam. 21:10-15). 

56:8 Put my tears into Your bottle. Nothing that 
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620 & Psalm 56:9 
8 When Icry out to You, 
Then my enemies will turn back; 
This I know, because /God is for me. 
10 In God (I will praise His word), 
In the LORD (I will praise His word), 
ll In God I have put my trust; 
I will not be afraid. 
What can man do to me? 


12 Vows made to You are binding upon 
me, O God; 
I will render praises to You, 
13 sFor You have delivered my soul from 
death. 
Have You not kept my feet from 
falling, 
That I may walk before God 
In the “light of the living? 


Psalm 57 


Prayer for Safety from Enemies 


To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not 
Destroy.”* A Michtam of David «when 
he fled from Saul into the cave. 


1 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful 
to me! 
For my soul trusts in You; 
bAnd in the shadow of Your wings I will 
make my refuge, 
cUntil these calamities have passed by. 


2 J will cry out to God Most High, 
To God 4who performs all things 
for me. 
3 eHe shall send from heaven and save 
me; 
He reproaches the one who would 
swallow me up. Selah 
God fshall send forth His mercy and 
His truth. 


4 My soul is among lions; 
I lie among the sons of men 
Who are set on fire, 
sWhose teeth are spears and arrows, 
And their tongue a sharp sword. 


5 hBe exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
Let Your glory be above all the earth. 


6 iThey have prepared a net for my steps; 
My soul is bowed down; 
They have dug a pit before me; 
Into the midst of it they themselves 
have fallen. Selah 


7 iMy heart is steadfast, O God, my heart 
is steadfast; 
I will sing and give praise. 
8 Awake, kmy glory! 
Awake, lute and harp! 
I will awaken the dawn. 


9 ' will praise You, O Lord, among the 
peoples; 
I will sing to You among the nations. 
10mFor Your mercy reaches unto the 
heavens, 
And Your truth unto the clouds. 


11 nBe exalted, O God, above the heavens; 
Let Your glory be above all the earth. 


Psalm 58 


The Just Judgment of the Wicked 


To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not 
Destroy.”* A Michtam of David. 


1 Do you indeed speak righteousness, 
you silent ones? 
Do you judge uprightly, you sons of 
men? 
2 No, in heart you work wickedness; 
You weigh out the violence of your 
hands in the earth. 


3 aThe wicked are estranged from the 
womb; 
They go astray as soon as they are 
born, speaking lies. 
4 bTheir poison is like the poison of a 
serpent; 


*57:title Hebrew Al Tashcheth 
Al Tashcheth 


*58:title Hebrew 


happens to us escapes God's notice and care; not a 
tear falls to the ground that He does not remember. 
When we suffer, it is a great comfort to know that God 
is for us—everything that we live through will be put 
to use for our good. 

57:title Saul into the cave. The narrative of David's 
life indicates that he twice hid in caves—once in 
Adullam (1 Sam. 22:1-5) which was the setting of 
Psalm 142, and once in En Gedi (1 Sam. 24:1—7), the 
setting of this poem. In En Gedi, David spared Saul’s 
life even though he had a perfect chance to put Saul 
out of the way and claim the kingship for himself. 
57:1-3 | will cry out to God. Although he had lived 
a righteous life, David still realized that he did not 
deserve the protection of God and that if his life was 
saved it would be by the grace of God. He trusted 
God to care for him just as a mother hen protects her 
young by covering them with her wings. 


57:5 Be exalted. One of the ways in which God exalts 
Himself is by graciously delivering the needy. 

57:7 My heart is steadfast. Just as Paul was 
able to say that he had kept the faith (2 Tim. 4:7), 
David rejoiced that his trust in God had remained 
strong. 

58:1 silent ones. This may also be translated “mighty 
ones” or “judges.” Although they were merely 
humans, the wicked judges were behaving as though 
they claimed divine authority. 
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They are like the deaf cobra that stops 
its ear, 
5 Which will not cheed the voice of 
charmers, 
Charming ever so skillfully. 


6 dBreak their teeth in their mouth, 
O God! 
Break out the fangs of the young lions, 
O LorD! 
7 eLet them flow away as waters which 
run continually; 
When he bends his bow, 
Let his arrows be as if cut in pieces. 
8 Let them be like a snail which melts 
away as it goes, 
fLike a stillborn child of a woman, that 
they may not see the sun. 


9 Before your £pots can feel the burning 
thorns, 
He shall take them away "as with a 
whirlwind, 
As in His living and burning wrath. 
10 The righteous shall rejoice when he 
sees the ‘vengeance; 
iHe shall wash his feet in the blood of 
the wicked, 
11 kSo that men will say, 
“Surely there is a reward for the 
righteous; 
Surely He is God who ‘judges in the 
earth.” 


Psalm 59 


The Assured Judgment 
of the Wicked 


To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not 
Destroy.”* A Michtam of David «when 
Saul sent men, and they watched the 
house in order to kill him. 


1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my 
God; 
Defend me from those who rise up 
against me. 


Psalm 59:11 @ 621 
2 Deliver me from the workers of 
iniquity, 
And save me from bloodthirsty men. 
3 For look, they lie in wait for my life; 
bThe mighty gather against me, 
Not for my transgression nor for my 
sin, O LORD. 
4 They run and prepare themselves 
through no fault of mine. 


cAwake to help me, and behold! 
5 You therefore, O LORD God of hosts, 
the God of Israel, 
Awake to punish all the nations; 
Do not be merciful to any wicked 


transgressors. Selah 


6 dAt evening they return, 
They growl like a dog, 
And go all around the city. 
7 Indeed, they belch with their mouth; 
eSwords are in their lips; 
For they say, “Who hears?” 


8 But #You, O LORD, shall laugh at 
them; 
You shall have all the nations in 
derision. 
9 J will wait for You, O You his 
Strength;* 
hFor God is my defense. 
10 My God of mercy* shall ‘come to meet 
me; 
God shall let ime see my desire on my 
enemies. 


1 Do not slay them, lest my people 
forget; 
Scatter them by Your power, 
And bring them down, 
O Lord our shield. 


*59:title Hebrew Al Tashcheth *59:9 Following 
Masoretic Text and Syriac; some Hebrew manu- 
scripts, Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read my 
Strength. *59:10 Following Qere; some Hebrew 
manuscripts, Septuagint, and Vulgate read My 
God, His mercy; Kethib, some Hebrew manu- 
scripts and Targum read O God, my mercy; Syriac 
reads O God, Your mercy. 


58:6 Break their teeth. The wicked are pictured as 
having powerful teeth, as though they were carni- 
vores, eating the righteous alive. Here David asks God 
to shatter their teeth, symbolizing the destruction of 
the power of the wicked over the poor and defense- 
less. 

58:10 wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. We 
know that it is wrong to rejoice in the downfall of 
another human being; the picture of the righteous 
wading in the blood of their fallen enemies is hard 
for modern Western Christians to understand. Jesus 
clearly taught that our attitude towards our enemies 
should be one of compassion and forgiveness (Matt. 
5:43-48; Luke 23:34), but this does not mean that we 
should take a soft attitude towards sin. Wickedness 
grieves and angers God, and when wickedness has 
finally been dealt with, we will rejoice. 

59:1 Deliver me from my enemies. The story behind 
this psalm of lament is found in 1 Samuel 19:9-17. 


59:3 Not for my transgression. There were times 
in David's life when he knew that he was suffering 
because of sin in his life (32:1—7), but at other times 
he was hounded by wicked persons even though he 
was innocent. 

59:6 a dog. Dogs were unclean animals, semi-wild 
scavengers rather than the beloved pets of our own 
day. To call someone a dog or compare him to a dog 
was a profound insult. 

59:11 Do not slay them... scatter. The imprecation 
or curse in this verse is unusual. Instead of asking 
for the destruction of the wicked, the psalmist asks 
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622 @ Psalm 59:12 
12 kFor the sin of their mouth and the 
words of their lips, 
Let them even be taken in their pride, 
And for the cursing and lying which 
they speak. 
13 [Consume themin wrath, consume them, 
That they may not be; 
And ™let them know that God rules in 
Jacob 
To the ends of the earth. 


M4 And "at evening they return, 
They growl like a dog, 
And go all around the city. 

15 They °wander up and down for food, 
And howl" if they are not satisfied. 


Selah 


16 But I will sing of Your power; 
Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in 
the morning; 
For You have been my defense 
And refuge in the day of my trouble. 
17 To You, ?O my Strength, I will sing 
praises; 
For God is my defense, 
My God of mercy. 


Psalm 60 


Urgent Prayer for the Restored 
Favor of God 


To the Chief Musician. «Set to “Lily of 
the Testimony.”* A Michtam of David. 
For teaching. >When he fought against 
Mesopotamia and Syria of Zobah, 
and Joab returned and killed twelve 
thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt. 


1 O God, You have cast us off; 

You have broken us down; 

You have been displeased; 

Oh, restore us again! 
2 You have made the earth tremble; 

You have broken it; 

dHeal its breaches, for it is shaking. 
3 eYou have shown Your people hard 
things; 


fYou have made us drink the wine of 
confusion. 


4 sYou have given a banner to those who 
fear You, 
That it may be displayed because of 
the truth. Selah 
5 hThat Your beloved may be delivered, 
Save with Your right hand, and 
hear me. 


6 God has ‘spoken in His holiness: 
“T will rejoice; 
I will idivide *Shechem 
And measure out 'the Valley of Succoth. 
7 Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine; 
mEphraim also is the helmet for My head; 
nJudah is My lawgiver. 
8 oMoab is My washpot; 
POver Edom I will cast My shoe; 
4Philistia, shout in triumph because of 
Me.” 


8 Who will bring me to the strong city? 
Who will lead me to Edom? 
10 Js it not You, O God, "who cast us off? 
And You, O God, who did snot go out 
with our armies? 
ll Give us help from trouble, 
‘For the help of man is useless. 
12. Through God “we will do valiantly, 
For it is He who shall tread down our 
enemies.* 


Psalm 61 


Assurance of God's Eternal 
Protection 


To the Chief Musician. On a stringed 
instrument.* A Psalm of David. 


1 Hear my cry, O God; 
Attend to my prayer. 


* 59:15 Following Septuagint and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text, Syriac, and Targum read spend 
the night. *60:title Hebrew Shushan Eduth 
*60:12 Compare verses 5-12 with 108:6-13 
*61:title Hebrew neginah 


for them to be scattered, to be made fugitives. This 
would be a constant reminder of the consequences 
of evil. 

59:16-17 | will sing. David knew that King Saul had 
sent a murder squad to track him down and kill him. 
Yet he arose in the morning with joy in his heart and 
asong on his lips. This was in contrast to his enemies, 
who would return to the city each evening after a 
long, fruitless search for David. They were nervous, 
irritable, and arrogant. 

60:1 You have broken us down. This is a poetic 
description of an otherwise unknown defeat of the 
armies of Israel in a battle that was part of the cam- 
paign against Aram of Zobah and his Mesopotamian 
allies (2 Sam. 8). The defeat was so startling that it 
caused the people of Israel to feel as though God had 
made the earth tremble. 

60:5 Your beloved. This term is particularly endear- 
ing (Is. 5:1; Jer. 11:15). God did not merely act for His 
people out of duty, He loved them. 


60:8 Moab... Edom... Philistia. These traditional 
enemies of Israel were also enemies of God. The Lord 
would not allow them to disturb His people. 

60:12 we will do valiantly. As the title records, this 
was what happened. David’s general Joab led the 
battle, and under God's hand Israel’s enemies were 
soundly defeated. When the help of man proves use- 
ess, often God dramatically provides strength and 
power so that our boast is solely in Him. 
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2 From the end of the earth I will cry to 
You, 
When my heart is overwhelmed; 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 


3 For You have been a shelter for me, 
aA strong tower from the enemy. 
I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; 
>] will trust in the shelter of Your wings. 
Selah 


5 For You, O God, have heard my vows; 
You have given me the heritage of 
those who fear Your name. 
6 You will prolong the king’s life, 
His years as many generations. 
7 He shall abide before God forever. 
Oh, prepare mercy cand truth, which 
may preserve him! 


> 


8 So Iwill sing praise to Your name 
forever, 
That I may daily perform my vows. 


Psalm 62 


A Calm Resolve to Wait for the 
Salvation of God 


To the Chief Musician. To ¢Jeduthun. 
A Psalm of David. 


1 Truly ’my soul silently waits for God; 
From Him comes my salvation. 

2 He only is my rock and my salvation; 
He is my defense; 
I shall not be greatly «moved. 


3 How long will you attack a man? 
You shall be slain, all of you, 
dLike a leaning wall and a tottering 
fence. 
4 They only consult to cast him down 
from his high position; 
They edelight in lies; 
They bless with their mouth, 


But they curse inwardly. Selah 


5 My soul, wait silently for God alone, 
For my expectation is from Him. 


Psalm 63:4 @ 623 


6 He only is my rock and my salvation; 
He is my defense; 
I shall not be moved. 

7 fIn God is my salvation and my glory; 
The rock of my strength, 
And my refuge, is in God. 


8 Trust in Him at all times, you people; 
sPour out your heart before Him; 


God is a refuge for us. Selah 


9 hSurely men of low degree are a vapor, 
Men of high degree are a lie; 
If they are weighed on the scales, 
They are altogether lighter than 

vapor. 

10 Do not trust in oppression, 
Nor vainly hope in robbery; 
Tf riches increase, 
Do not set your heart on them. 


11 God has spoken once, 

Twice I have heard this: 

That power belongs to God. 

Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy; 

For /You render to each one according 
to his work. 


1 


tS 


Psalm 63 
Joy in the Fellowship of God 


A Psalm of David «when he was in the 
wilderness of Judah. 


1 O God, You are my God; 
Early will I seek You; 
bMy soul thirsts for You; 
My flesh longs for You 
Ina dry and thirsty land 
Where there is no water. 
2 So I have looked for You in the 
sanctuary, 
To see ‘Your power and Your glory. 


3 dBecause Your lovingkindness is better 
than life, 
My lips shall praise You. 
4 Thus I will bless You while I live; 
I will elift up my hands in Your name. 


61:2 the rock that is higher than I. The imagery of 
God as a Rock for the believer was introduced by 
Moses (Deut. 32:4) and is developed elsewhere in the 
Psalms (62:2; 71:3; 144:1). 

61:6 as many generations. This phrase refers to 
David's long rule, but more literally prophesies the 
eternal rule of Jesus, the King of kings. 

62:title Jeduthun. Jeduthun was appointed by 
David as one of those in charge of the music associ- 
ated with worship (1 Chr. 16:41-42). 

62:8 Trust... you people. David addresses the righ- 
teous with his lesson of reliance on God. What is true 
for David is extended to all in the believing commu- 
nity. 

62:11 spoken once, Twice. |t is a convention of wis- 
dom literature to use a number and then raise it by 
one (Prov. 30:15-31), emphasizing the certainty of the 
point made. 


63:title in the wilderness of Judah. This possibly 
refers to an incident during the period when Saul was 
chasing David (1 Sam. 22-24). 

63:2 in the sanctuary. The sanctuary had been at 
Nob (1 Sam. 21:1), and it was there that David had 
sought the presence of the Lord. Later it was moved 
to Jerusalem (76:1—2). 

63:4 lift up my hands. To lift the hands to the Lord 
expresses dependence on Him, coupled with an ac- 
knowledgment of His power, wonder, and majesty. 
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624 @ Psalm 63:5 
5 My soul shall be satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness, 
And my mouth shall praise You with 
joyful lips. 


6 When /I remember You on my bed, 
I meditate on You in the night 
watches. 
7 Because You have been my help, 
Therefore in the shadow of Your wings 
I will rejoice. 
8 My soul follows close behind You; 
Your right hand upholds me. 


9 But those who seek my life, to destroy 
it, 
Shall go into the lower parts of the 
earth. 
10 They shall fall by the sword; 
They shall be a portion for jackals. 


11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 
sEveryone who swears by Him shall 
glory; 
But the mouth of those who speak lies 
shall be stopped. 


Psalm 64 


Oppressed by the Wicked but 
Rejoicing in the LorD 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. 


1 Hear my voice, O God, in my 
meditation; 
Preserve my life from fear of the 
enemy. 
2 Hide me from the secret plots of the 
wicked, 
From the rebellion of the workers of 
iniquity, 
3 Who sharpen their tongue like a 
sword, 
4And bend their bows to shoot their 
arrows—bitter words, 
4 That they may shoot in secret at the 
blameless; 
Suddenly they shoot at him and do not 
fear. 


5 They encourage themselves in an evil 
matter; 
They talk of laying snares secretly; 
bThey say, “Who will see them?” 
6 They devise iniquities: 
“We have perfected a shrewd scheme.” 


Both the inward thought and the heart 
of man are deep. 


7 But God shall shoot at them with an 
arrow; 
Suddenly they shall be wounded. 
8 So He will make them stumble over 
their own tongue; 
cAll who see them shall flee away. 
8 All men shall fear, 
And shall 4declare the work of God; 
For they shall wisely consider His 
doing. 


10 eThe righteous shall be glad in the 
LORD, and trust in Him. 
And all the upright in heart shall 
glory. 


Psalm 65 


Praise to God for His Salvation and 
Providence 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. A Song. 


1 Praise is awaiting You, O God, in 
Zion; 
And to You the vow shall be 
performed. 
2 O You who hear prayer, 
2To You all flesh will come. 
3 Iniquities prevail against me; 
As for our transgressions, 
You will provide atonement for 
them. 


4 cBlessed is the man You 4choose, 
And cause to approach You, 
That he may dwell in Your courts. 
eWe shall be satisfied with the 
goodness of Your house, 
Of Your holy temple. 


5 By awesome deeds in righteousness 
You will answer us, 
O God of our salvation, 
You who are the confidence of all the 
ends of the earth, 
And of the far-off seas; 
6 Who established the mountains by His 
strength, 
fBeing clothed with power; 
7 sYou who still the noise of the seas, 
The noise of their waves, 
hAnd the tumult of the peoples. 


63:8 Your right hand. The same power of God that 
delivered Israel from Egypt (Ex. 15:6) would support 
David—and all other believers in their daily lives. 
64:10 trust in Him. By placing our problems into 
God's hands, we can rest in His sovereign will for our 
lives. Concerns about the future can be cast aside, for 
the Lord controls our future and has good plans for 
us (Rom. 8:28). 

65:3 provide atonement for them. David speaks of 


a coming day when sin will be dealt with fully, when 
redemption will be completely paid. This took place 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:7). 
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8 They also who dwell in the farthest 
parts are afraid of Your signs; 
You make the outgoings of the 
morning and evening rejoice. 


9 You visit the earth and ‘water it, 
You greatly enrich it; 
iThe river of God is full of water; 
You provide their grain, 
For so You have prepared it. 

10 You water its ridges abundantly, 
You settle its furrows; 
You make it soft with showers, 
You bless its growth. 


1 


= 


You crown the year with Your 
goodness, 
And Your paths drip with 
abundance. 
12 They drop on the pastures of the 
wilderness, 
And the little hills rejoice on every 
side. 
13. The pastures are clothed with flocks; 
kThe valleys also are covered with 
grain; 
They shout for joy, they also sing. 


Psalm 66 


Praise to God for His 
Awesome Works 


To the Chief Musician. A Song. 
A Psalm. 


1 Make 2a joyful shout to God, all the 
earth! 
2 Sing out the honor of His name; 
Make His praise glorious. 
3 Say to God, 
“How awesome are Your works! 
cThrough the greatness of Your power 
Your enemies shall submit themselves 
to You. 
4 dAll the earth shall worship You 
And sing praises to You; 
They shall sing praises to Your name.” 
Selah 


5 Come and see the works of God; 
He is awesome in His doing toward the 
sons of men. 


Psalm 66:20 @ 625 


6 eHe turned the sea into dry land; 
fThey went through the river on foot. 
There we will rejoice in Him. 

7 Herules by His power forever; 
His eyes observe the nations; 
Do not let the rebellious exalt 


themselves. Selah 


8 Oh, bless our God, you peoples! 
And make the voice of His praise to be 
heard, 
9 Who keeps our soul among the 
living, 
And does not allow our feet to be 
moved. 
10 For You, O God, have tested us; 
hYou have refined us as silver is 
refined. 
ll ‘You brought us into the net; 
You laid affliction on our backs. 
12 /You have caused men to ride over our 
heads; 
kWe went through fire and through 
water; 
But You brought us out to rich 
fulfillment. 


13 [J will go into Your house with burnt 
offerings; 
m] will pay You my vows, 
14 Which my lips have uttered 
And my mouth has spoken when I was 
in trouble. 
15 | will offer You burnt sacrifices of fat 
animals, 
With the sweet aroma of rams; 
I will offer bulls with goats. 


16 Come and hear, all you who fear 
God, 
And I will declare what He has done 
for my soul. 
17 Tcried to Him with my mouth, 
And He was extolled with my 
tongue. 
18 nJf | regard iniquity in my heart, 
The Lord will not hear. 
19 But certainly God °has heard me; 
He has attended to the voice of my 
prayer. 


20 Blessed be God, 
Who has not turned away my prayer, 
Nor His mercy from me! 


Selah 


65:9 You visit the earth. Rainfall is seen here as a 
gracious visitation of God. This is in keeping with the 
provisions of God’s covenant with Israel (Deut. 28:12). 
These words have some fulfillment every time the 
rains bring productivity to the earth. 

66:1 all the earth. As in Psalm 100:1, the call is not 
only for the people of Israel, but for the peoples of all 
the earth to join in the praises of the living God, the 
Most High (87:7; 96:1-6; 117:1). 

66:2 the honor of His name. The Lord’s name 
describes His character, so honoring God’s name is 
honoring God Himself (Ex. 3:14—-15). 

66:8 O bless our God. To bless God is to identify Him 
as the source of our blessing. 


66:13 Your house. This term refers to the temple in 
Jerusalem where God lived among His people. 
66:16 all you who fear God. Those who fear God are 
those who respond in awe and wonder to Him. 
66:18 regard iniquity. Ongoing sin tolerated in a 
believer's life is one of the main things that blocks 
effective prayer and hinders growth. 
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626 @ Psalm 67:1 


Psalm 67 


An Invocation and a Doxology 


To the Chief Musician. On stringed 
instruments.* A Psalm. A Song. 


1 God be merciful to us and bless us, 
And “cause His face to shine upon us, 
Selah 
2 That >Your way may be known on 
earth, 
cYour salvation among all nations. 


3 Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise You. 
4 Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for 
joy! 
For ¢You shall judge the people 
righteously, 
And govern the nations on earth. 
Selah 


5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
Let all the peoples praise You. 
6 eThen the earth shall yield her 
increase; 
God, our own God, shall bless us. 
7 God shall bless us, 
And all the ends of the earth shall fear 
Him. 


Psalm 68 


The Glory of God in His Goodness 
to Israel 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. A Song. 


1 Let “God arise, 
Let His enemies be scattered; 
Let those also who hate Him flee 
before Him. 
2 bAs smoke is driven away, 
So drive them away; 
cAs wax melts before the fire, 
So let the wicked perish at the 
presence of God. 


3 But “let the righteous be glad; 
Let them rejoice before God; 
Yes, let them rejoice exceedingly. 


Sing to God, sing praises to His 
name; 
eExtol Him who rides on the clouds,* 
fBy His name YAH, 
And rejoice before Him. 


5 gA father of the fatherless, a defender of 
widows, 
Is God in His holy habitation. 
6 hGod sets the solitary in families; 
iHe brings out those who are bound 
into prosperity; 
But ‘the rebellious dwell in a dry land. 


7 OGod, kwhen You went out before 
Your people, 
When You marched through the 
wilderness, 
The earth shook; 
The heavens also dropped rain at the 
presence of God; 
Sinai itself was moved at the presence 
of God, the God of Israel. 
9 lYou, O God, sent a plentiful rain, 
Whereby You confirmed Your 
inheritance, 
When it was weary. 
10 Your congregation dwelt in it; 
mYou, O God, provided from Your 
goodness for the poor. 


The Lord gave the word; 
Great was the company of those who 
proclaimed it: 
12 “Kings” of armies flee, they flee, 
And she who remains at home divides 
the spoil. 
13 oThough you lie down among the 
sheepfolds, 
PYou will be like the wings of a dove 
covered with silver, 
And her feathers with yellow gold.” 


Selah 


*67:title Hebrew neginoth *68:4 Masoretic Text 
reads deserts; Targum reads heavens (compare 


verse 34 and Isaiah 19:1). 


67:1 His face to shine. In the language of Aaron’s 
benediction (Num. 6:24—26), the psalmist calls for 
God to smile on His people. 

67:2 known on earth. From the beginning God 
had intended to bring His blessing to all nations, in 
fulfillment of the provisions of the Abrahamic cov- 
enant (Gen. 12:3). This passage anticipates the thrust 
of world mission that is found in the New Testament 
(Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8). 

67:6 yield her increase. The coming of God's king- 
dom on earth will be marked by a magnificent 
increase in production. The curse on the land (Gen. 
3:17-19; Rom. 8:22) will be lifted at that time. 

68:1 Let God arise. This psalm is based in part on 
the Song of Deborah in Judges 5. The presence of 
the wicked on the earth is an assault on God's holi- 
ness and a constant threat to the righteous. Only 
God's mercy compels Him to delay His judgment 
(75:2). 


68:5-6 father. The view of God as Father is not as 
fully developed in the Old Testament as it is in the 
New Testament. This passage affords some insight 
into the character of God as Father. He is not seen in 
these verses as the Almighty God destroying His foes. 
He is pictured rather as the Father helping His chil- 
dren in need. He delights in kindly works which bring 
a happy existence to His children. 

68:11 the company of those who proclaimed. This 
may refer to the women who gave praise to God 
under the direction of Miriam (Ex. 15:20-21). 
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14 When the Almighty scattered kings in 
it, 
It was white as snow in Zalmon. 
15 A mountain of God is the mountain of 
Bashan; 
A mountain of many peaks is the 
mountain of Bashan. 
16 Why do you fume with envy, you 
mountains of many peaks? 
'This is the mountain which God 
desires to dwell in; 
Yes, the LORD will dwell in it forever. 


17 sThe chariots of God are twenty 
thousand, 
Even thousands of thousands; 
The Lord is among them as in Sinai, in 
the Holy Place. 
18 tYou have ascended on high, 
uYou have led captivity captive; 
vYou have received gifts among men, 
Even from “the rebellious, 
xThat the LORD God might dwell there. 


19 Blessed be the Lord, 
Who daily loads us with benefits, 
The God of our salvation! Selah 
20 Our God is the God of salvation; 
And ¥to Gop the Lord belong escapes 
from death. 


21 But 2God will wound the head of His 
enemies, 
“4The hairy scalp of the one who still 
goes on in his trespasses. 
22 The Lord said, “I will bring back from 
Bashan, 
I will bring them back ¢from the 
depths of the sea, 
23 dThat your foot may crush them* in 
blood, 
eAnd the tongues of your dogs may have 
their portion from your enemies.” 


24 They have seen Your procession, 
O God, 
The procession of my God, my King, 
into the sanctuary. 
25 fThe singers went before, the players 
on instruments followed after; 
Among them were the maidens 
playing timbrels. 
26 Bless God in the congregations, 
The Lord, from the fountain of Israel. 


Psalm 69:1 @ 627 
27 hThere is little Benjamin, their leader, 
The princes of Judah and their 
company, 
The princes of Zebulun and the 
princes of Naphtali. 


28 Your God has icommanded* your 
strength; 
Strengthen, O God, what You have 
done for us. 
29 Because of Your temple at Jerusalem, 
iKings will bring presents to You. 
30 Rebuke the beasts of the reeds, 
kThe herd of bulls with the calves of the 
peoples, 
Till everyone 'submits himself with 
pieces of silver. 
Scatter the peoples who delight in war. 
31mEnvoys will come out of Egypt; 
nEthiopia will quickly °stretch out her 
hands to God. 


32, Sing to God, you Pkingdoms of the 
earth; 
Oh, sing praises to the Lord, Selah 
33. To Him ¢who rides on the heaven of 
heavens, which were of old! 
Indeed, He sends out His voice, a 
'mighty voice. 
34 sAscribe strength to God; 
His excellence is over Israel, 
And His strength is in the clouds. 
35 O God, 'You are more awesome than 
Your holy places. 
The God of Israel is He who gives 
strength and power to His people. 


Blessed be God! 


Psalm 69 


An Urgent Plea for Help in Trouble 
To the Chief Musician. Set to “The 
Lilies.”* A Psalm of David. 


1 Save me, O God! 
For ¢the waters have come up to my 
neck. 


* 68:23 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read you may dip your foot. *68:28 Septuagint, 
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read Command, 
OGod. *69:title Hebrew Shoshannim 


68:14 the Almighty. This translates the name 
“Shaddai,” a title that refers to the majesty and 
strength of the Lord (91:1). 

68:18 You have led captivity captive. Paul quotes 
this verse in Ephesians 4:8, applying it to Jesus Christ. 
received gifts. When God delivered His people from 
Egypt, He brought them out with great treasures 
from the Egyptians (Ex. 12:35-36). These gifts were 
used by the people of Israel to build the tabernacle 
(Ex. 35:20-29), where the Lord promised to dwell. 
68:29 Kings will bring presents to You. Royal guests 
came to Solomon with gifts (1 Kin. 10:1-10); but the 
ultimate prophetic fulfillment of this verse was in the 
kings who came to Jerusalem to bring gifts to the 
infant Jesus (Matt. 2:1-12). One day all kings will show 


their obedience and humility before Jesus, the great 
King (2:10-12; 76:11). 

69:1 the waters have come up to my neck. This highly 
messianic psalm presents a remarkable description of 
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628 #& Psalm 69:2 
2b] sink in deep mire, 
Where there is no standing; 
Ihave come into deep waters, 
Where the floods overflow me. 
3 clam weary with my crying; 
My throat is dry; 
adMy eyes fail while I wait for my God. 


4 Those who ¢hate me without a cause 
Are more than the hairs of my head; 
They are mighty who would destroy me, 
Being my enemies wrongfully; 
Though I have stolen nothing, 

I still must restore it. 


5 © God, You know my foolishness; 
And my sins are not hidden from You. 
6 Let not those who wait for You, 
O Lord Gop of hosts, be ashamed 
because of me; 
Let not those who seek You be 
confounded because of me, 
O God of Israel. 
7 Because for Your sake I have borne 
reproach; 
Shame has covered my face. 
8 fl have become a stranger to my 
brothers, 
And an alien to my mother’s children; 
9 sBecause zeal for Your house has eaten 
me up, 
hAnd the reproaches of those who 
reproach You have fallen on me. 
10 When I wept and chastened my soul 
with fasting, 
That became my reproach. 
11 JT also made sackcloth my garment; 
I became a byword to them. 
12. Those who sit in the gate speak 
against me, 
And I am the song of the ‘drunkards. 


13 But as for me, my prayer is to You, 
O LorD, in the acceptable time; 
O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, 
Hear me in the truth of Your salvation. 


M4 Deliver me out of the mire, 
And let me not sink; 
Let me be delivered from those who 
hate me, 
And out of the deep waters. 
15 Let not the floodwater overflow me, 
Nor let the deep swallow me up; 
And let not the pit shut its mouth on me. 


16 Hear me, O LORD, for Your 
lovingkindness is good; 
Turn to me according to the multitude 
of Your tender mercies. 
17 And do not hide Your face from Your 
servant, 
For I am in trouble; 
Hear me speedily. 
18 Draw near to my soul, and redeem it; 
Deliver me because of my enemies. 


19 You know jmy reproach, my shame, 
and my dishonor; 
My adversaries are all before You. 
20 Reproach has broken my heart, 
And Iam full of heaviness; 
kT looked for someone to take pity, but 
there was none; 
And for ‘comforters, but I found none. 
21 They also gave me gall for my food, 
mAnd for my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink. 


22 nLet their table become a snare before 
them, 
And their well-being a trap. 
23 oLet their eyes be darkened, so that 
they do not see; 
And make their loins shake 
continually. 
24 pPour out Your indignation upon them, 
And let Your wrathful anger take hold 
of them. 
25 aLet their dwelling place be desolate; 
Let no one live in their tents. 
26 For they persecute the ones "You have 
struck, 


the suffering of Jesus Christ. Psalm 22 describes Jesus’ 
physical sufferings, while Psalm 69 focuses more on 
His emotional and spiritual suffering. Yet, like Psalm 
22, this psalm was written by David approximately a 
thousand years before the events it describes. Both 
psalms begin with the sufferings of David but have 
their full meaning in the sufferings of Jesus. For these 
reasons, the apostles in the New Testament acknowl- 
edge that David was a prophet of God (Acts 2:30). 
69:4 without a cause. The Savior suffered affliction 
even though He was holy, harmless, and undefiled, 
and so no amount of holiness in His followers can 
prevent the enmity of a wicked world (John 15:19). 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus promised bless- 
ing and a great reward to His followers who suf- 
fered for the sake of righteousness, a cause which is 
identified with Christ’s own person (Matt. 5:10-11). 
Peter must have taken seriously Jesus’ words on 
this subject, for he reminds believers that if they are 
reviled for the name of Christ, it is a blessing which 
indicates that the Spirit of God is resting upon them 
(1 Pet. 4:14). 


69:9 zeal for Your house has eaten me up. Like 
Phinehas in Numbers 25, David describes himself as 
a zealot for the house of the Lord. Jesus’ cleansing 
of the temple was a fulfillment of these words (John 
2:17). 

69:21 gall. “Gall” is commonly employed in Scripture 
as a synonym for poison, or bitterness. When Jesus 
hung on the cross, He actually was offered some 
sour wine mixed with gall (probably the bitter herb 
myrrh), a drink given occasionally to relieve the cruci- 
fied person's thirst and pain (Matt. 27:34). 

69:25 Let their dwelling place be desolate. These 
words were fulfilled in Judas Iscariot. See Acts 1:20, in 
which the words of this verse are joined to the words 
of 109:8. 
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And talk of the grief of those You have 
wounded. 
27 sAdd iniquity to their iniquity, 
tAnd let them not come into Your 
righteousness. 
28 Let them “be blotted out of the book of 
the living, 
vAnd not be written with the 
righteous. 


29 But lam poor and sorrowful; 
Let Your salvation, O God, set me up 
on high. 
30 w] will praise the name of God witha 
song, 
And will magnify Him with 
thanksgiving. 
31 xThis also shall please the LORD better 
than an ox or bull, 
Which has horns and hooves. 
32 yThe humble shall see this and be 
glad; 
And you who seek God, your hearts 
shall live. 
33 For the LORD hears the poor, 
And does not despise “His prisoners. 


34 bLet heaven and earth praise Him, 
The seas cand everything that moves 
in them. 
35 dFor God will save Zion 
And build the cities of Judah, 
That they may dwell there and 
possess it. 
36 Also, ethe descendants of His servants 
shall inherit it, 
And those who love His name shall 
dwell in it. 


Psalm 70 


Prayer for Relief from Adversaries 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 
David. «To bring to remembrance. 


1 Make haste, ®O God, to deliver me! 
Make haste to help me, O LORD! 


2 cLet them be ashamed and confounded 
Who seek my life; 
Let them be turned back* and 
confused 
Who desire my hurt. 


Psalm 71:9 @ 629 


3 dLet them be turned back because of 
their shame, 
Who say, “Aha, aha!” 


4 Let all those who seek You rejoice and 
be glad in You; 
And let those who love Your salvation 
say continually, 
“Let God be magnified!” 


5 eBut Iam poor and needy; 
fMake haste to me, O God! 
You are my help and my deliverer; 
O LORD, do not delay. 


Psalm 71 


God the Rock of Salvation 


1 In ¢You, O LorD, I put my trust; 
Let me never be put to shame. 
2 bDeliver me in Your righteousness, and 
cause me to escape; 
cIncline Your ear to me, and save me. 
3 dBe my strong refuge, 
To which I may resort continually; 
You have given the ¢ccommandment to 
save me, 
For You are my rock and my fortress. 


4 fDeliver me, O my God, out of the hand 
of the wicked, 
Out of the hand of the unrighteous and 
cruel man. 
5 For You are my hope, O Lord Gop; 
You are my trust from my youth. 
6 hBy You I have been upheld from birth; 
You are He who took me out of my 
mother’s womb. 
My praise shall be continually of You. 


7 i[have become as a wonder to many, 
But You are my strong refuge. 
8 Letimy mouth be filled with Your 
praise 
And with Your glory all the day. 


9 Do not cast me off in the time of old 
age; 
Do not forsake me when my strength 
fails. 


* 70:2 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, Tar- 
gum, and Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and 
Syriac read be appalled (compare 40:15). 


70:2 be ashamed and confounded. David prays that 
those who rejoice in his misery will be proven wrong 
in their assumption that the Lord is unable to help His 
people. In this way, the Lord’s deliverance of David 
will result in God’s name being glorified—both by 
the joy of God’s people and the shame of His enemies. 
71:2 Your righteousness. The psalmist is concerned 
with his own plight and also with the character of 
God. The psalmist’s point is that God could display His 
righteousness by answering the needs of the psalm- 
ist, whose life had been lived in constant trust in God. 
71:7 a wonder. The poet declares that the work of 
God in his life has made him a special sign to the 


people, similar to the great miracles of God through 
Moses and Aaron in Egypt (Ex. 7:3; 11:9). 
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630 @ Psalm 71:10 
10 For my enemies speak against me; 
And those who lie in wait for my life 
ktake counsel together, 
ll Saying, “God has forsaken him; 
Pursue and take him, for there is none 
to deliver him.” 


12 IO God, do not be far from me; 
O my God, "make haste to help me! 
13 Let them be confounded and 
consumed 
Who are adversaries of my life; 
Let them be covered with reproach 
and dishonor 
Who seek my hurt. 


14 But I will hope continually, 
And will praise You yet more and 
more. 
15 My mouth shall tell of Your 
righteousness 
And Your salvation all the day, 
For I do not know their limits. 
16 J will go in the strength of the Lord 
GOD; 
I will make mention of Your 
righteousness, of Yours only. 


17 O God, You have taught me from my 
nyouth; 
And to this day I declare Your 
wondrous works. 
18 Now also °when I am old and 
grayheaded, 
O God, do not forsake me, 
Until I declare Your strength to this 
generation, 
Your power to everyone who is to 
come. 


19 Also PYour righteousness, O God, is 
very high, 
You who have done great things; 
40 God, who is like You? 
20 rYou, who have shown me great and 
severe troubles, 
sShall revive me again, 
And bring me up again from the 
depths of the earth. 
21 You shall increase my greatness, 
And comfort me on every side. 


22 Also ‘with the lute I will praise You— 
And Your faithfulness, O my God! 
To You I will sing with the harp, 
O «Holy One of Israel. 


23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I 
sing to You, 
And vmy soul, which You have 
redeemed. 
24 My tongue also shall talk of Your 
righteousness all the day long; 
For they are confounded, 
For they are brought to shame 
Who seek my hurt. 


Psalm 72 


Glory and Universality of the 
Messiah's Reign 


A Psalm “of Solomon. 


1 Give the king Your judgments, 
O God, 
And Your righteousness to the king’s 


Son. 
2 bHe will judge Your people with 
righteousness, 
And Your poor with justice. 
3 cThe mountains will bring peace to the 
people, 
And the little hills, by righteousness. 
4 dHe will bring justice to the poor of the 
people; 
He will save the children of the needy, 
And will break in pieces the 
oppressor. 


5 They shall fear You* 
eAs long as the sun and moon endure, 
Throughout all generations. 
6 fHe shall come down like rain upon the 
grass before mowing, 
Like showers that water the earth. 
7 In His days the righteous shall 
flourish, 
And abundance of peace, 
Until the moon is no more. 


8 hHe shall have dominion also from sea 
to sea, 
And from the River to the ends of the 
earth. 
9 iThose who dwell in the wilderness 
will bow before Him, 
iAnd His enemies will lick the dust. 


* 72:5 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Sep- 
tuagint and Vulgate read They shall continue. 


71:22 the lute... the harp. The psalmist praised God 
with music, both vocal and instrumental. His worship 
came from his inner being (“my soul,” v. 23) which 
was filled with praises to the living God. No matter 
what form our worship takes, it is worthless unless it 
comes from the heart. 

72:1 Give the king Your judgments. Solomon's 
prayer for his own godly reign is an intensely messi- 
anic poem, speaking in ideal terms of the coming of 
the great King. The psalm calls for a good king to gov- 
ern Israel under God's blessing. Ultimately this king is 
the Savior Jesus. 

72:8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea. 


The promises of God to Abraham included a promise 
that his descendants would have dominion over the 
and of Canaan (Gen. 15:18—21). These verses expand 
the geographical dimensions to include the entire 
earth. the River. This refers to the Euphrates. 
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10 kThe kings of Tarshish and of the 
isles 
Will bring presents; 
The kings of Sheba and Seba 
Will offer gifts. 
ll lYes, all kings shall fall down before 


Him; 
All nations shall serve Him. 


12 For He ™will deliver the needy when 
he cries, 
The poor also, and him who has no 
helper. 
13 He will spare the poor and needy, 
And will save the souls of the 
needy. 
4 He will redeem their life from 
oppression and violence; 
And "precious shall be their blood in 
His sight. 


15 And He shall live; 
And the gold of °Sheba will be given 
to Him; 
Prayer also will be made for Him 
continually, 
And daily He shall be praised. 


16 There will be an abundance of grain 
in the earth, 
On the top of the mountains; 
Its fruit shall wave like Lebanon; 
pAnd those of the city shall flourish 
like grass of the earth. 


17 aHis name shall endure forever; 
His name shall continue as long as 
the sun. 
And "men shall be blessed in Him; 
sAll nations shall call Him blessed. 


18 tBlessed be the LORD God, the God of 
Israel, 
uWho only does wondrous things! 
19 And vblessed be His glorious name 
forever! 


Psalm 73:7. @ 631 
wAnd let the whole earth be filled with 
His glory. 
Amen and Amen. 


20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse 
are ended. 


BOOK THREE 
Psalms 73-89 


Psalm 73 


The Tragedy of the Wicked, and the 
Blessedness of Trust in God 


A Psalm of «Asaph. 


1 Truly God is good to Israel, 
To such as are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost 
stumbled; 
My steps had nearly »slipped. 
3 cFor I was envious of the boastful, 
When I saw the prosperity of the 
dwicked. 


4 For there are no pangs in their death, 
But their strength is firm. 
5 eThey are not in trouble as other 
men, 
Nor are they plagued like other 
men. 
6 Therefore pride serves as their 
necklace; 
Violence covers them ‘like a garment. 
7 Their eyes bulge* with abundance; 
They have more than heart could 
wish. 


* 73:7 Targum reads face bulges; Septuagint, 
Syriac, and Vulgate read iniquity bulges. 


72:14 He will redeem their life. This verse points to 
Jesus’ death on the cross, when He paid the price to 
redeem us from the oppression of sin. 
72:17 His name shall endure forever. The name of 
the great King will be regarded as the greatest in the 
universe. Paul speaks this way of Jesus’ name in Phi- 
lippians 2:9-11. 
72:20 The prayers of David... are ended. The 
superscription of this psalm attributes it to Solomon. 
It is possible that Solomon wrote this poem as the 
close of a collection of his father’s psalms. Other 
psalms were later added to this original collection. 
73:1 Walking in the Spirit—An important prereq- 
uisite to walking in the Spirit is the confession of sin. 
Sin must be confessed in order to restore fellowship 
and to continue receiving God's forgiveness (1 John 
1:5-10). Confession means that we agree with God 
about our sin. That involves much more than simply 
acknowledging the sin. Confession requires an atti- 
tude of sorrow for the sin and a willingness to turn 
from it. It does not mean that we will never commit 
the same sin again, but it does mean that the attitude 
of repentance towards the sin is present. 

Confession should be made at the moment the 


Christian becomes aware of sin. The Scriptures actu- 
ally mention two specific times for confession: before 
the close of the day (Eph. 4:26) and before the Lord’s 
Supper (1 Cor. 11:27-32). Failure to do the latter is a 
special cause for discipline from the Lord. 

Confession of sin should involve only those who 

have knowledge of the sin. This means that private 
sins should be confessed privately, sins between 
individuals confessed between those involved (Matt. 
5:23-24), and public sins confessed publicly (Matt. 
18:17). Public confession is normally made for the edi- 
fication of the church (1 Cor. 14:26). 
73:3 For! was envious. This psalmist is open with the 
readers concerning his own weakness and doubts; he 
also shows that he came to the right conclusion in the 
end: to trust God. 
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8 hThey scoff and speak wickedly 
concerning oppression; 
They ‘speak loftily. 
9 They set their mouth ‘against the 
heavens, 
And their tongue walks through the 
earth. 


10 Therefore his people return here, 
kAnd waters of a full cup are drained 
by them. 
ll And they say, '“How does God know? 
And is there knowledge in the Most 
High?” 
12 Behold, these are the ungodly, 
Who are always at ease; 
They increase in riches. 
13 Surely I have cleansed my heart in 
myain, 
And washed my hands in innocence. 
4 For all day long I have been plagued, 
And chastened every morning. 


15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,” 
Behold, I would have been untrue to 
the generation of Your children. 
16 When I thought how to understand 
this, 
It was too painful for me— 
17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; 
Then I understood their "end. 


18 Surely °You set them in slippery 
places; 
You cast them down to destruction. 
19 Oh, how they are brought to 
desolation, as ina moment! 
They are utterly consumed with 
terrors. 
20 Asa dream when one awakes, 
So, Lord, when You awake, 
You shall despise their image. 


21 Thus my heart was grieved, 
And I was vexed in my mind. 

22 p] was so foolish and ignorant; 
I was like a beast before You. 


23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; 
You hold me by my right hand. 

24 aYou will guide me with Your counsel, 
And afterward receive me to glory. 


25 rWhom have I in heaven but You? 
And there is none upon earth that I 
desire besides You. 
26 sMy flesh and my heart fail; 
But God is the strength of my heart 
and my ‘portion forever. 


27 For indeed, “those who are far from 
You shall perish; 
You have destroyed all those who 
desert You for harlotry. 
28 But it is good for me to Ydraw near to 
God; 
Ihave put my trust in the Lord Gop, 
That I may wdeclare all Your works. 


Psalm 74 


A Plea for Relief from Oppressors 
A Contemplation* of Asaph. 


1 O God, why have You cast us off 
forever? 
Why does Your anger smoke against 
the sheep of Your pasture? 
2 Remember Your congregation, which 
You have purchased of old, 
The tribe of Your inheritance, which 
You have redeemed— 
This Mount Zion where You have dwelt. 
3 Lift up Your feet to the perpetual 
desolations. 
The enemy has damaged everything 
in the sanctuary. 
4 aYour enemies roar in the midst of Your 
meeting place; 
bThey set up their banners for signs. 


*74:title Hebrew Maschil 


73:12 always at ease. |t often does appear that 
ungodly people get away with everything, ending up 
on the top of the heap and leaving the godly won- 
dering whether their own acts of righteous living are 
without meaning or purpose. 

73:15 would have been untrue. Evenas he struggled 
with the apparent lack of reward for righteousness, 
Asaph knew in his heart that such thoughts were 
wrong. Even when we can’t understand the surface 
facts, God’s witness in our spirits lets us know when 
we are moving down the wrong track. 

73:22 like a beast before You. An animal has no 
sense of eternity or divine perspective. When the 
psalmist wondered about the value of righteousness, 
his thinking was based only on the present, like an 
animal, rather than understanding the bigger picture 
as a being with an eternal soul. 

73:28 it is good for me to draw near to God. There 
are those who may enjoy great wealth and notoriety 
today, but nothing they have or do will last forever. 
Compared to a relationship with the living God, noth- 
ing else matters. 


74:1 anger. The Babylonian destruction of the tem- 
ple in 586 B.c. occasioned a crisis of faith among the 
ancient covenant people. Since the temple served 
as the external sign of God's covenant with Israel, 
its destruction may have caused the impression that 
God’s promise to David had been canceled (2 Sam. 
7:12-14). The psalmist is deeply conscious that God is 
angry with the nation, and the reason for His anger is 
unmistakably clear. The people had forsaken the cov- 
enant, and worshiped and served other gods (Deut. 
29:25-26). God’s anger reminds us of His eternal 
hatred of all unrighteousness. It is the holiness of God 
stirred into an appropriate response to sin. 
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5 They seem like men who lift up 
Axes among the thick trees. 
6 And now they break down its carved 
work, all at once, 
With axes and hammers. 
7 They have set fire to Your sanctuary; 
They have defiled the dwelling place 
of Your name to the ground. 
8 cThey said in their hearts, 
“Let us destroy them altogether.” 
They have burned up all the meeting 
places of God in the land. 


9 We do not see our signs; 
4There is no longer any prophet; 
Nor is there any among us who knows 
how long. 
10 O God, how long will the adversary 
reproach? 
Will the enemy blaspheme Your name 
forever? 
ll eWhy do You withdraw Your hand, 
even Your right hand? 
Take it out of Your bosom and destroy 
them. 
12 For /God is my King from of old, 
Working salvation in the midst of the 
earth. 
13 sYou divided the sea by Your strength; 
You broke the heads of the sea 
serpents in the waters. 
4 You broke the heads of Leviathan in 
pieces, 
And gave him as food to the people 
inhabiting the wilderness. 
15 hYou broke open the fountain and the 
flood; 
‘You dried up mighty rivers. 
16 The day is Yours, the night also is 
7Yours; 
kYou have prepared the light and the sun. 
17 You have 'set all the borders of the 
earth; 
mYou have made summer and winter. 


18 Remember this, that the enemy has 
reproached, O LORD, 
And that a foolish people has 
blasphemed Your name. 
19 Oh, do not deliver the life of Your 
turtledove to the wild beast! 
Do not forget the life of Your poor 
forever. 
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20 nHave respect to the covenant; 
For the dark places of the earth are 
full of the haunts of cruelty. 
21 Oh, do not let the oppressed return 
ashamed! 
Let the poor and needy praise Your 
name. 


22, Arise, O God, plead Your own cause; 
Remember how the foolish man 
reproaches You daily. 
23 Do not forget the voice of Your 
enemies; 
The tumult of those who rise up 
against You increases continually. 


Psalm 75 


Thanksgiving for God's Righteous 
Judgment 


To the Chief Musician. Set to “Do Not 
Destroy.”* A Psalm of Asaph. A Song. 


1 We give thanks to You, O God, we give 
thanks! 
For Your wondrous works declare that 
Your name is near. 


2 “When I choose the proper time, 
I will judge uprightly. 
3 The earth and all its inhabitants are 
dissolved; 
Iset up its pillars firmly. Selah 


4 “T said to the boastful, ‘Do not deal 
boastfully,’ 
And to the wicked, >‘Do not lift up the 
horn. 
5 Do not lift up your horn on high; 
Do not speak with a stiff neck.’” 


6 For exaltation comes neither from the 
east 
Nor from the west nor from the south. 
7 But ¢God is the Judge: 
dHe puts down one, 
And exalts another. 
8 For ein the hand of the LorD there is a 
cup, 
And the wine is red; 


*75:title Hebrew Al Tashcheth 


74:12 my King from of old. The Lord is King by virtue 
of His creation of the earth (Ps. 93). He is King because 
of His special relationship with Israel (44:4; 99:1-3). 
And He is the coming King who will reign over all 
(96:13; 97:1—6; 98:6-9). 

74:14 Leviathan. This creature was used to poet- 
ically describe various evil forces over which God 
has ultimate control and victory. Eventually the Levi- 
athan (Job 41:1-10) became a symbol for Satan (Is. 
27:1) who is “the dragon, that serpent of old” (Rev. 
20:2). 

74:15 dried up mighty rivers. God enabled His peo- 
ple to cross over the Red Sea (Ex. 14) and the River 
Jordan (Josh. 3). 

75:2 When | choose the proper time. God will not 


be rushed, even by His devoted followers. When we 
grow impatient to see justice done, we must remem- 
ber that God has a better sense of time than we do. 
75:8 a cup. This is not a cup of blessing, but of the 
Lord’s wrath. The biblical image of wine and judg- 
ment goes back to Jacob’s blessing on Judah (Gen. 
49:11) and is referred to in Christ’s judgment as 
depicted in Revelation 19:13-15. 
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634 © Psalm 75:9 

It is fully mixed, and He pours it out; 

Surely its dregs shall all the wicked of 
the earth 

Drain and drink down. 


9 But I will declare forever, 
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 


10 “All/ the horns of the wicked I will also 
cut off, 
But sthe horns of the righteous shall 
be “exalted.” 


Psalm 76 


The Majesty of God in Judgment 


To the Chief Musician. On stringed 
instruments.* A Psalm of Asaph. 
A Song. 


1 In 4Judah God is known; 
His name is great in Israel. 

2 In Salem* also is His tabernacle, 
And His dwelling place in Zion. 

3 There He broke the arrows of the bow, 
The shield and sword of battle. Selah 


4 You are more glorious and excellent 
b’Than the mountains of prey. 
5 cThe stouthearted were plundered; 
dThey have sunk into their sleep; 
And none of the mighty men have 
found the use of their hands. 
6 eAt Your rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
Both the chariot and horse were cast 
into a dead sleep. 


7 You, Yourself, are to be feared; 
And fwho may stand in Your presence 
When once You are angry? 
8 sYou caused judgment to be heard from 
heaven; 
hThe earth feared and was still, 
9 When God ‘arose to judgment, 
To deliver all the oppressed of the 
earth. Selah 


10 iSurely the wrath of man shall praise 
You; 
With the remainder of wrath You shall 
gird Yourself. 


11 kMake vows to the LorD your God, and 
pay them; 

'Let all who are around Him bring 
presents to Him who ought to be 
feared. 

12, He shall cut off the spirit of princes; 
mHe is awesome to the kings of the earth. 


Psalm 77 


The Consoling Memory of God's 
Redemptive Works 


To the Chief Musician. “To Jeduthun. 
A Psalm of Asaph. 


1 Icried out to God with my voice— 
To God with my voice; 
And He gave ear to me. 
2 In the day of my trouble I sought the 
Lord; 
My hand was stretched out in the 
night without ceasing; 
My soul refused to be comforted. 
3 Tremembered God, and was troubled; 
Icomplained, and my spirit was 


overwhelmed. Selah 


4 You hold my eyelids open; 
Iam so troubled that I cannot speak. 
5 [have considered the days of old, 
The years of ancient times. 
6 Icallto remembrance my song in the 
night; 
I meditate within my heart, 
And my spirit makes diligent search. 


7 Willthe Lord cast off forever? 
And will He be favorable no more? 
8 Has His mercy ceased forever? 
Has His »promise failed forevermore? 
9 Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
Has He in anger shut up His tender 
mercies? Selah 


10 And I said, “This is my anguish; 
But I will remember the years of the 
right hand of the Most High.” 


*76:title Hebrew neginoth 
Jerusalem 


* 76:2 That is, 


76:2 Salem. Salem is the shortened form of the name 
Jerusalem. 

76:6 chariot and horse. This verse is referring to the 
defeat of the army of Pharaoh (Ex. 14:13-29; 15). 

76:7 to be feared. For the righteous, the fear of God 
is aresponse of awe, wonder, adoration, and worship. 
For the wicked, the fear of God is terror, for there is no 
escape from Him (14:5). 

76:11 bring presents. As one might bring gifts to 
a king, so the righteous should bring their gifts to 
God—the ultimate gift being the dedication of their 
lives to the service of God (Rom. 12:1). 

77:3 remembered... troubled. What he knew of 
God contrasted with what he was experiencing. The 
more the psalmist thought about these things, the 
more troubled he became. 


77:7-8 Will the Lord cast off forever? Even though 
we have put our faith in Christ and committed our- 
selves to obeying His will, this doesn’t automatically 
guarantee total and perpetual immunity from trou- 
ble. There will be seasons when God seems remote 
and we begin to wonder about God's unfailing love. 
It is in these times that we must hold most firmly to 
what we know about God, rather than what we feel. 
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11] will remember the works of the 
LORD; 
Surely I will remember Your wonders 
of old. 
12 J will also meditate on all Your work, 
And talk of Your deeds. 
13 Your way, O God, is in the ‘sanctuary; 
Who is so great a God as our God? 
M4 You are the God who does wonders; 
You have declared Your strength 
among the peoples. 
15 You have with Your arm redeemed 
Your people, 


The sons of Jacob and Joseph. Selah 


16 The waters saw You, O God; 
The waters saw You, they were 
dafraid; 
The depths also trembled. 
17 The clouds poured out water; 
The skies sent out a sound; 
Your arrows also flashed about. 
18 The voice of Your thunder was in the 
whirlwind; 
The lightnings lit up the world; 
The earth trembled and shook. 
19 Your way was in the sea, 
Your path in the great waters, 
And Your footsteps were not known. 
20 You led Your people like a flock 
By the hand of Moses and Aaron. 


Psalm 78:6 @ 635 
Psalm 78 


God's Kindness to Rebellious Israel 
A ¢*Contemplation* of Asaph. 


1 Give ear, O my people, to my law; 
Incline your ears to the words of my 
mouth. 
2 Twill open my mouth in a »parable; 
I will utter dark sayings of old, 
3 Which we have heard and known, 
And our fathers have told us. 
4 cWe will not hide them from their 
children, 
4Telling to the generation to come the 
praises of the LORD, 
And His strength and His wonderful 
works that He has done. 


5 For eHe established a testimony in 
Jacob, 
And appointed a law in Israel, 
Which He commanded our fathers, 
That fthey should make them known 
to their children; 
6 eThat the generation to come might 
know them, 
The children who would be born, 


* 78:title Hebrew Maschil 


God has neither forgotten to show mercy nor stifled 
His compassion. 

77:11 I willremember. Asaph did not fee! any more 
at peace, but he made a conscious decision to turn 
from his pain and focus his thoughts on the person, 
works, and wonders of God. When we are in distress, 
we often feel that it is our right to vent our frustra- 
tions and complaints as long as we still feel them, but 
God doesn't call us to be driven by feelings. Instead, 
we have to consciously decide to praise God, trusting 
that the feelings will follow. 

77:20 You led Your people like a flock. Lost in con- 
templation of the greatness of God, the poet seems 
thoroughly distracted from his pain. He does not 
mention it again, not daring to compare it to the 
greatness of the Almighty. 

78:1 my law. The psalmist uses the vocabulary of the 
wisdom school to establish himself. “My law” is the 
familiar word Torah. The wisdom writers used this 
word to indicate insight; their instruction is always in 
accord with the law of Moses (Prov. 1:8; 3:1; 4:2). 

78:2 dark sayings. These are riddles, or instructions 
with a deeper meaning beyond the surface. 

78:4 Israel’s History—The biblical history of Israel 
covers 1,800 years and represents a marvelous pan- 
orama of God's gracious working through promise, 
miracle, blessing, and judgment. Israel begins as only 
a promise to Abraham (Gen. 12:2). For over four hun- 
dred years the people of Israel maintain their belief 
in that promise while in bondage in Egypt. Finally, 
in God's perfect timing, He brings the nation out of 
Egypt with the greatest series of miracles recorded 
in the Old Testament (Ex. 7-15). This event is called 
the Exodus, meaning a going out. It is the formative 
event in the history of the nation. It was a great act of 
redemption and in the Old Testament is the foremost 


example of God's care for His people (Ps. 77:14—20; 
78:12—55; Hos. 11:1). 

Once God had redeemed Israel He established His 
covenant with them at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:5-8). From 
that point on He has been their God and they His 
people. The covenant foretells gracious blessings for 
obedience and severe judgments for disobedience. 
The rest of Israel’s history demonstrates the certainty 
of that prophecy. Throughout periods of conquest, 
judges, monarchy, exile, restoration and Gentile 
domination, Israel was blessed when she obeyed 
and judged when she disobeyed. The nation is 
finally destroyed in A.D. 70, although this event is not 
described in the New Testament. Many prophecies 
appear to promise a future redemption (Rom. 11:26). 

There are at least three good reasons to study the 
history of Israel: 

1. It sets forth examples to be followed or avoided 

(1 Cor. 10:6). 
2. It shows God's control of historical events (Ps. 
78). 
3. Itserves as a model for all ages of God's kindness 
and mercy towards His people (Ps. 78). 
78:5-7 testimony. The history of Israel is told in 
a series of cycles with steps in each cycle ranging 
from a firm, dependent hope in God to deep apos- 
tasy. One generation would seek the works of God, 
hope in Him, and follow Him. The next generation 
would forget the mighty works of God and depart 
from reliance and confidence in Him. To avert this 
endless round of making the same mistakes, God 


77:16 4 Ex. 14:21 
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636 & Psalm 78:7 
That they may arise and declare them 
to their children, 
7 That they may set their hope in God, 
And not forget the works of God, 
But keep His commandments; 
8 And may not be like their fathers, 
iA stubborn and rebellious generation, 
A generation ‘that did not set its heart 
aright, 
And whose spirit was not faithful to 
God. 


9 The children of Ephraim, being armed 
and carrying bows, 
Turned back in the day of battle. 
10 kThey did not keep the covenant of 
God; 
They refused to walk in His law, 
ll And 'forgot His works 
And His wonders that He had shown 


them. 
12mMarvelous things He did in the sight of 
their fathers, 
In the land of Egypt, "in the field of 
Zoan. 
13 oHe divided the sea and caused them to 
pass through; 
And He made the waters stand up like 
a heap. 
14 aIn the daytime also He led them with 
the cloud, 


And all the night with a light of fire. 

‘He split the rocks in the wilderness, 

And gave them drink in abundance 

like the depths. 

16 He also brought sstreams out of the 

rock, 
And caused waters to run down like 

rivers. 


I 


a 


17 But they sinned even more against 
Him 
By trebelling against the Most High in 
the wilderness. 
18 And they tested God in their heart 
By asking for the food of their fancy. 
19 vYes, they spoke against God: 
They said, “Can God prepare a table in 
the wilderness? 
20 wBehold, He struck the rock, 
So that the waters gushed out, 
And the streams overflowed. 
Can He give bread also? 
Can He provide meat for His people?” 


21. Therefore the LORD heard this and 
xwas furious; 
So a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
And anger also came up against 
Israel, 
22 Because they ‘did not believe in God, 
And did not trust in His salvation. 
23 Yet He had commanded the clouds 
above, 
zAnd opened the doors of heaven, 
24 aHad rained down manna on them to 
eat, 
And given them of the bread of 
bheaven. 
25 Men ate angels’ food; 
He sent them food to the full. 


26 cHe caused an east wind to blow in the 
heavens; 
And by His power He brought in the 
south wind. 
27 He also rained meat on them like the 
dust, 
Feathered fowl like the sand of the 


seas; 
28 And He let them fall in the midst of 
their camp, 
All around their dwellings. 
29 dSo they ate and were well filled, 
For He gave them their own desire. 
30 They were not deprived of their 
craving; 
But ¢while their food was still in their 
mouths, 
31 The wrath of God came against them, 
And slew the stoutest of them, 
And struck down the choice men of 
Israel. 


32 In spite of this /they still sinned, 
And 2did not believe in His wondrous 
works. 
33 hTherefore their days He consumed in 
futility, 
And their years in fear. 


34 iWhen He slew them, then they sought 
Him; 
And they returned and sought 
earnestly for God. 
35 Then they remembered that iGod was 
their rock, 
And the Most High God #their 
Redeemer. 
36 Nevertheless they ‘flattered Him with 
their mouth, 


commanded His people to make His laws a regular 
part of their everyday lives (Deut. 6:4—9), so that they 
could not forget. 

78:9 Ephraim... Turned back. The poet may be 
referring to Ephraim’s conflict with Jephthah JJudg. 
12:1-7). 

78:29 He gave them their own desire. When we turn 
our hearts toward the Lord, our desires will change to 
match His will. Then He delights to give us our desires 
because they are right things which will lead to whole- 
ness and goodness (37:4). Without God, we don’t have 
the wisdom to know what we should long for. 
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And they lied to Him with their 
tongue; 
37. For their heart was not steadfast with 
Him, 
Nor were they faithful in His 
covenant. 
38mBut He, being full of "compassion, 
forgave their iniquity, 
And did not destroy them. 
Yes, many a time °He turned His 
anger away, 
And Pdid not stir up all His wrath; 
39 For aHe remembered 'that they were 
but flesh, 
sA breath that passes away and does 
not come again. 


40 How often they ‘provoked Him in the 
wilderness, 
And grieved Him in the desert! 
41 Yes, vagain and again they tempted 
God, 
And limited the Holy One of Israel. 
42 They did not remember His power: 
The day when He redeemed them from 
the enemy, 
43, When He worked His signs in Egypt, 
And His wonders in the field of Zoan; 
44 vTurned their rivers into blood, 
And their streams, that they could not 
drink. 
45 wHe sent swarms of flies among them, 
which devoured them, 
And “frogs, which destroyed them. 
46 He also gave their crops to the 
caterpillar, 
And their labor to the locust. 
47 zHe destroyed their vines with hail, 
And their sycamore trees with frost. 
48 He also gave up their ¢cattle to the 
hail, 
And their flocks to fiery lightning. 
49 He cast on them the fierceness of His 
anger, 
Wrath, indignation, and trouble, 
By sending angels of destruction 
among them. 
50 He made a path for His anger; 
He did not spare their soul from death, 
But gave their life over to the plague, 
51 And destroyed all the >firstborn in 
Egypt, 
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The first of their strength in the tents 
of Ham. 
52 But He ‘made His own people go forth 
like sheep, 
And guided them in the wilderness 
like a flock; 
53 And He dled them on safely, so that 
they did not fear; 
But the sea ¢overwhelmed their 
enemies. 
54 And He brought them to His fholy 
border, 
This mountain ¢which His right hand 
had acquired. 
55 hHe also drove out the nations before 
them, 
iAllotted them an inheritance by survey, 
And made the tribes of Israel dwell in 
their tents. 


56 iYet they tested and provoked the Most 
High God, 
And did not keep His testimonies, 
57 But kturned back and acted 
unfaithfully like their fathers; 
They were turned aside ‘like a 
deceitful bow. 
58mFor they provoked Him to anger with 
their “high places, 
And moved Him to jealousy with their 
carved images. 
59 When God heard this, He was furious, 
And greatly abhorred Israel, 
60 oSo that He forsook the tabernacle of 
Shiloh, 
The tent He had placed among men, 
61 pAnd delivered His strength into 
captivity, 
And His glory into the enemy’s hand. 
62 aHe also gave His people over to the 
sword, 
And was furious with His inheritance. 
63 The fire consumed their young men, 
And 'their maidens were not given in 
marriage. 
64 sTheir priests fell by the sword, 
And ttheir widows made no 
lamentation. 


65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, 
uLike a mighty man who shouts 
because of wine. 


78:38 full of compassion. The awesome transcen- 
dence of the Lord is complemented in this section (v. 
35) by an emphasis on His compassionate mercy. 
78:58 high places. These places of worship were 
associated with the Canaanite worship of Baal and 
other fertility gods. 

78:60 the tabernacle of Shiloh. This reference to 
Shiloh, the place where the tabernacle was set up 
in the time of Eli, places the time of disobedience 
described here in the latter period of the judges 
(1 Sam. 1:3). 

78:61 delivered His strength into captivity. This 
term is an unusual way of speaking of the ark of the 
covenant which was lost to the Philistines during 
the battle of Aphek (1 Sam. 4:1-11). At this time the 


suffering of the people was acute, including even the 
deaths of priests (1 Sam. 4:17-18). 
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638 @ Psalm 78:66 
66 And ’He beat back His enemies; 
He put them to a perpetual reproach. 


67 Moreover He rejected the tent of 
Joseph, 
And did not choose the tribe of 
Ephraim, 
68 But chose the tribe of Judah, 
Mount Zion “which He loved. 
69 And He built His xsanctuary like the 
heights, 
Like the earth which He has 
established forever. 
70 yHe also chose David His servant, 
And took him from the sheepfolds; 
71 From following zthe ewes that had 
young He brought him, 
4To shepherd Jacob His people, 
And Israel His inheritance. 
72 So he shepherded them according to 
the bintegrity of his heart, 
And guided them by the skillfulness of 
his hands. 


Psalm 79 


A Dirge and a Prayer for Israel, 
Destroyed by Enemies 


A Psalm of Asaph. 


1 O God, the nations have come into 
aYour inheritance; 
Your holy temple they have defiled; 
bThey have laid Jerusalem in heaps. 
2 cThe dead bodies of Your servants 
They have given as food for the birds 
of the heavens, 
The flesh of Your saints to the beasts 
of the earth. 
3 Their blood they have shed like water 
all around Jerusalem, 
And there was no one to bury them. 
4 We have become a reproach to our 
aneighbors, 
A scorn and derision to those who are 
around us. 
5 eHow long, LORD? 
Will You be angry forever? 
Will Your ‘jealousy burn like fire? 


6 sPour out Your wrath on the nations 
that ’do not know You, 
And on the kingdoms that ido not call 
on Your name. 
7 For they have devoured Jacob, 
And laid waste his dwelling place. 


8 iOh, do not remember former iniquities 
against us! 
Let Your tender mercies come speedily 
to meet us, 
For we have been brought very low. 
9 Help us, O God of our salvation, 
For the glory of Your name; 
And deliver us, and provide atonement 
for our sins, 
kFor Your name’s sake! 
10 [Why should the nations say, 
“Where is their God?” 
Let there be known among the nations 
in our sight 
The avenging of the blood of Your 
servants which has been shed. 


ll Let ™the groaning of the prisoner 
come before You; 
According to the greatness of Your 
power 
Preserve those who are appointed to die; 
12 And return to our neighbors 
nsevenfold into their bosom 
oTheir reproach with which they have 
reproached You, O Lord. 
13, So Pwe, Your people and sheep of Your 
pasture, 
Will give You thanks forever; 
aWe will show forth Your praise to all 
generations. 


Psalm 80 


Prayer for Israel’s Restoration 


To the Chief Musician. «Set to “The 
Lilies.”* A Testimony* of Asaph. 
A Psalm. 
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
bYou who lead Joseph ‘like a flock; 


* 80:title Hebrew Shoshannim ¢ Hebrew Eduth 


78:68 Mount Zion which He loved. The description 
of the sanctuary in verses 68-69 suggests that this 
psalm was written after Solomon's temple was built. 
78:71 To shepherd Jacob His people. The shepherd- 
ing attributed to David is an ideal; it will be fully real- 
ized in the Savior King, Jesus, the true Good Shepherd 
(Matt. 2:6; John 10:1-18). 

79:1 Your holy temple. The destruction described in 
this verse may be what the Babylonians did in 586 B.c. 
79:6 Pour out Your wrath. An imprecation or curse 
on one’s enemies is often found in the psalms of 
lament (137:7-9). Vengeance is left to the Lord, but 
such a call for vengeance is based in part on the cov- 
enant provisions that God had established with Abra- 
ham. God had promised to curse those who cursed 
Abraham's descendants (Gen. 12:2—3). 

79:12 return to our neighbors sevenfold... Their 


reproach. While the Israelites’ cries for vengeance 
seem to be missing the concept of “love your neigh- 
bor,” it is clear that they understand both the serious- 
ness of the offense against God and also the fact that 
it is God, not they, who must avenge. 

80:1 Shepherd of Israel. The concept of God as the 
Good Shepherd who cares for His people is clearly 
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You who dwell between the cherubim, 
dshine forth! 
2 Before ¢Ephraim, Benjamin, and 
Manasseh, 
Stir up Your strength, 
And come and save us! 


3 fRestore us, O God; 
Cause Your face to shine, 
And we shall be saved! 


4 OLorRD God of hosts, 
hHow long will You be angry 
Against the prayer of Your people? 
5 tYou have fed them with the bread of 
tears, 
And given them tears to drink in great 
measure. 
6 You have made us a strife to our 
neighbors, 
And our enemies laugh among 
themselves. 


7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
Cause Your face to shine, 
And we shall be saved! 


8 You have brought ja vine out of Egypt; 
kYou have cast out the nations, and 
planted it. 
8 You prepared room for it, 
And caused it to take deep root, 
And it filled the land. 
10 The hills were covered with its 
shadow, 
And the mighty cedars with its 
'boughs. 
ll She sent out her boughs to the Sea,* 
And her branches to the River.* 


12, Why have You broken down her 
hedges, 
So that all who pass by the way pluck 
her fruit? 
13. The boar out of the woods uproots it, 
And the wild beast of the field 
devours it. 


144 Return, we beseech You, O God of 
hosts; 
nLook down from heaven and see, 
And visit this vine 
15 And the vineyard which Your right 
hand has planted, 
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And the branch that You made strong 
ofor Yourself. 
16 Jt is burned with fire, it is cut down; 
pThey perish at the rebuke of Your 
countenance. 
17 aLet Your hand be upon the man of 
Your right hand, 
Upon the son of man whom You made 
strong for Yourself. 
18 Then we will not turn back from You; 
Revive us, and we will call upon Your 
name. 


19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
Cause Your face to shine, 
And we shall be saved! 


Psalm 81 


An Appeal for Israel's Repentance 


To the Chief Musician. «On an 
instrument of Gath.* A Psalm of 
Asaph. 


1 Sing aloud to God our strength; 
Make a joyful shout to the God of 
Jacob. 
2 Raise a song and strike the timbrel, 
The pleasant harp with the lute. 


3 Blow the trumpet at the time of the 
New Moon, 
At the full moon, on our solemn feast 
day. 
4 For >this is a statute for Israel, 
A law of the God of Jacob. 
5 This He established in Joseph as a 
testimony, 
When He went throughout the land of 
Egypt, 
¢Where I heard a language I did not 
understand. 


6 “I removed his shoulder from the 
burden; 
His hands were freed from the baskets. 
7 dYou called in trouble, and I delivered 
you; 


* 80:11 That is, the Mediterranean ¢ That is, the 
Euphrates *81:title Hebrew Al Gittith 


shown by Jesus in John 10:1-18. dwell between the 
cherubim. |n the Most Holy Place, the ark of the cov- 
enant was topped by the mercy seat on which were 
two cherubim, heavenly symbols of the throne of 
God (Ex. 25:22). 

80:8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt. The 
picture of Israel as God's vine recurs other places 
in Scripture (see, for example, Is. 5:1-25). In the 
New Testament, Jesus used the same metaphor to 
describe the relationship of God with all who trust in 
Him (John 15:1-8). 

81:3 the New Moon. The New Moon festival is men- 
tioned in association with the Feast of Trumpets 
(Num. 29:6). Regulations for this festival can be found 
in the instructions to the Levites during the time of 


David (1 Chr. 23:31) and Solomon (2 Chr. 2:4). This 
psalm seems to be a basic instruction on the festival. 
The language and regulations are as solemn as any 
in the Torah. 

81:7 | answered you. The Lord’s appearance to 
Moses on Mount Sinai was God's great revelation of 
Himself (Ex. 19:20). 


80:14 Deut. 33:2 80:2¢Ps.78:9,67 80:3fLam. 

5:21 9Num.6:25 80:4"Ps.79:5 80:5! Is. 

30:20 80:8) [Is.5:1,7] KPs.44:2 80:10/Lev. 23:40 
80:12'ls.5:5  80:14"ls.63:15 80:15 °[Is. 49:5] 
80:16? [Ps. 39:11] 80:179Ps.89:21 81:title@Ps. 
8:title 81:4°Num. 10:10 81:5¢Ps.114:1 81:74 Ex. 
2:23; 14:10 


640 # Psalm 81:8 
eI answered you in the secret place of 
thunder; 
I ftested you at the waters of Meribah. 
Selah 


8 “Hear, O My people, and I will 
admonish you! 
O Israel, if you will listen to Me! 
9 There shall be no "foreign god among 
you; 
Nor shall you worship any foreign god. 
iT am the LorD your God, 
Who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt; 
iOpen your mouth wide, and I will 
fill it. 
“But My people would not heed My 
voice, 
And Israel would have knone of Me. 
'So I gave them over to their own 
stubborn heart, 
To walk in their own counsels. 


“Oh,™ that My people would listen to 
Me, 
That Israel would walk in My ways! 
14 J would soon subdue their enemies, 
And turn My hand against their 
adversaries. 
15 nThe haters of the LORD would pretend 
submission to Him, 
But their fate would endure forever. 
16 He would “have fed them also with the 
finest of wheat; 
And with honey »from the rock I 
would have satisfied you.” 
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Psalm 82 
A Plea for Justice 
A Psalm of Asaph. 
1 God 4stands in the congregation of the 
mighty; 


He judges among "the gods.* 
2 How long will you judge unjustly, 
And ¢show partiality to the wicked? 
Selah 
3 Defend the poor and fatherless; 
Do justice to the afflicted and ¢needy. 


4 Deliver the poor and needy; 
Free them from the hand of the 
wicked. 


5 They do not know, nor do they 
understand; 
They walk about in darkness; 
All the efoundations of the earth are 
unstable. 


6 Jsaid, /“You are gods,* 
And all of you are children of the Most 
High. 
7 But you shall die like men, 
And fall like one of the princes.” 


8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; 
8For You shall inherit all nations. 


Psalm 83 


Prayer to Frustrate Conspiracy 
Against Israel 


A Song. A Psalm of Asaph. 


1 Do4 not keep silent, O God! 
Do not hold Your peace, 
And do not be still, O God! 
2 For behold, ? Your enemies make a 
tumult; 
And those who hate You have lifted up 
their head. 
3 They have taken crafty counsel 
against Your people, 
And consulted together ‘against Your 
sheltered ones. 
4 They have said, “Come, and 4let us cut 
them off from being a nation, 
That the name of Israel may be 
remembered no more.” 


5 For they have consulted together with 
one consent; 
They form a confederacy against You: 
6 eThe tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; 
Moab and the Hagrites; 
7 Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; 
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; 


* 82:1 Hebrew elohim, mighty ones; that is, the 
judges *82:6 Hebrew elohim, mighty ones; that 
is, the judges 


81:9 no foreign god. Asaph, the chief musician 
during David's reign, reviews the goodness of God 
and His marvelous deliverance of Israel from the land 
of bondage (Ex. 7-12). The plagues sent upon Egypt 
were meant to accomplish a purpose: first, to show to 
God's people the power of the true God; and second, 
to demonstrate to the Egyptians the total inability of 
their false gods. In spite of these dramatic object les- 
sons against idolatry, Israel began worshiping pagan 
images almost as soon as they left Egypt. 

82:6 You are gods. Jesus quoted this verse in His 
exchange with the religious authorities who wanted 
to stone Him for declaring Himself to be the Son of 
God (John 10:31-35). The word translated “gods” here 
is the same word translated such in verse 1. This word 


(elohim) is used to refer to the one God, to false gods, 
to angels, or to “mighty ones” (that is, the judges). 
83:6 tents of Edom. The place names in this passage 
refer to nations on the borders of Israel and Judah. 
The Hagrites may have come from Arabia (1 Chr. 
5:10,19-20). 
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8 Assyria also has joined with them; 
They have helped the children of Lot. 
Selah 


9 Deal with them as with ‘Midian, 
As with £Sisera, 
As with Jabin at the Brook Kishon, 
10 Who perished at En Dor, 
hWho became as refuse on the earth. 
ll Make their nobles like ‘Oreb and like 
Zeeb, 
Yes, all their princes like ‘Zebah and 
Zalmunna, 
12 Who said, “Let us take for ourselves 
The pastures of God for a possession.” 


13 kO my God, make them like the 
whirling dust, 
'Like the chaff before the wind! 
M4 As the fire burns the woods, 
And as the flame “sets the mountains 
on fire, 
15 So pursue them with Your tempest, 
And frighten them with Your storm. 
16 Fill their faces with shame, 
That they may seek Your name, 
O LorRD. 
17 Let them be confounded and dismayed 
forever; 
Yes, let them be put to shame and 
perish, 
18 n[hat they may know that You, whose 
oname alone is the LORD, 
Are »the Most High over all the earth. 


Psalm 84 


The Blessedness of Dwelling in the 
House of God 
To the Chief Musician. “On an 


instrument of Gath.* A Psalm of the 
sons of Korah. 


1 How Plovely is Your tabernacle, 
O LorD of hosts! 
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2 cMy soul longs, yes, even faints 
For the courts of the LORD; 
My heart and my flesh cry out for the 
living God. 


3 Even the sparrow has found a home, 
And the swallow a nest for herself, 
Where she may lay her young— 
Even Your altars, O LORD of hosts, 


My King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in Your 
dhouse; 
They will still be praising You. Selah 
5 Blessed is the man whose strength is 


in You, 
Whose heart is set on pilgrimage. 
6 As they pass through the Valley eof 
Baca, 
They make it a spring; 
The rain also covers it with pools. 
7 They go ffrom strength to strength; 
Each one £appears before God in 
Zion.* 


8 OLOoRD God of hosts, hear my 
prayer; 
Give ear, O God of Jacob! 
9 hO God, behold our shield, 
And look upon the face of Your 
anointed. 


Selah 


10 For a day in Your courts is better than 
a thousand. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God 
Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
ll For the LORD God is ‘a sun and ‘shield; 
The LORD will give grace and glory; 
RkNo good thing will He withhold 
From those who walk uprightly. 


12 O LorD of hosts, 
'Blessed is the man who trusts in You! 


* 84:title Hebrew Al Gittith *84:7 Septuagint, 
Syriac, and Vulgate read The God of gods shall 
be seen. 


83:9 Sisera. God's victory over Sisera was accom- 
plished through Deborah and Barak (Judg. 4-5). The 
same God who had battled Israel’s enemies in the 
past would fight all those who might oppose His peo- 
plein the future. 

83:16 That they may seek Your name. Asaph's first 
call for God to shame Israel's enemies is redemp- 
tive—that the nations might hear, feel shame, 
repent, and seek the Lord. Yet, if they continued in 
their wicked path, they would be further confounded 
and would one day face God in judgment. 

84:1 How lovely is Your tabernacle. This psalm cel- 
ebrates God’s presence in Jerusalem, the city where 
His temple was built. Today it is not necessary to go 
to Jerusalem to draw near to God, for God is near to 
those who trust in His Son (Matt. 28:18-20). 

84:6 the Valley of Baca. The Valley of Baca, or “Valley 
of Weeping,” refers to the various difficulties that one 
might face on a pilgrimage. With God, even times of 
hardship and sorrow can become times of great joy 
and blessing. 


84:9 Your anointed. The two phrases “our shield” 
and “Your anointed” both point to the same person, 
the king of Israel (89:3-4). These anointed kings 
foreshadowed the coming Messiah—the Anointed 
One. 

84:11 No good thing will He withhold. When we 
go through times of darkness and difficulty, it some- 
times seems that God is not giving us what we need. 
However, God is far wiser than we can ever be, and He 
never withholds what is good from us. When it seems 
that He does, we must assume that what we want 
would not actually be a good thing for us to have. 
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Psalm 85 
Prayer that the Lorb Will Restore 
Favor to the Land 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of the 
sons of Korah. 


Psalm 85:1 


1 LorpD, You have been favorable to Your 
land; 
You have >brought back the captivity 
of Jacob. 
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of Your 
people; 
You have covered alltheir sin. Selah 
3 You have taken away all Your wrath; 
You have turned from the fierceness of 
Your anger. 


4 cRestore us, O God of our salvation, 
And cause Your anger toward us to 
cease. 
5 dWill You be angry with us forever? 
Will You prolong Your anger to all 
generations? 
6 Will You not erevive us again, 
That Your people may rejoice in You? 
7 Show us Your mercy, LORD, 
And grant us Your salvation. 


8 [will hear what God the LORD will 
speak, 
For He will speak peace 
To His people and to His saints; 
But let them not turn back to folly. 
8 Surely fHis salvation is near to those 
who fear Him, 
That glory may dwell in our land. 


10 Mercy and truth have met together; 
hRighteousness and peace have kissed. 
ll Truth shall spring out of the earth, 
And righteousness shall look down 
from heaven. 
12 iYes, the LORD will give what is good; 
And our land will yield its increase. 
13. Righteousness will go before Him, 
And shall make His footsteps our 
pathway. 


Psalm 86 


Prayer for Mercy, with Meditation 
on the Excellencies of the LorD 


A Prayer of David. 


1 Bow down Your ear, O LORD, hear me; 
For Iam poor and needy. 
2 Preserve my life, for I am holy; 
You are my God; 
Save Your servant who trusts in You! 
3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, 
For I cry to You all day long. 
4 Rejoice the soul of Your servant, 
aFor to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
5 For ’You, Lord, are good, and ready to 
forgive, 
And abundant in mercy to all those 
who call upon You. 


6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
And attend to the voice of my 
supplications. 
7 Inthe day of my trouble I will call 
upon You, 
For You will answer me. 


8 cAmong the gods there is none like 
You, O Lord; 
Nor are there any works like Your 
works. 
8 All nations whom You have made 
Shall come and worship before You, 
O Lord, 
And shall glorify Your name. 
10 For You are great, and 4do wondrous 
things; 
eYou alone are God. 


11 fTeach me Your way, O LORD; 
I will walk in Your truth; 
Unite my heart to fear Your name. 
12 | will praise You, O Lord my God, with 
all my heart, 
And I will glorify Your name 
forevermore. 
13 For great is Your mercy toward me, 
And You have delivered my soul from 
the depths of Sheol. 


85:1 You have brought back the captivity. The 
setting for this psalm appears to be the restoration 
of the people of God following a great catastro- 
phe—perhaps the Babylonian captivity. 

85:2-3 You have forgiven. In all its forms, from hid- 
eous to petty, sin alienates people from God and is 
deserving of His punishment. The wonderful mes- 
sage of the Bible is that God will forgive even the 
most despicable sinner if that sinner repents and 
turns from wickedness. God's forgiveness is not just 
an arbitrary overlooking of our sin, but a judicial act 
whereby He applies the penalty paid by His son to our 
account. Our sins are thus covered by Jesus’ blood, 
and God considers us righteous. 

85:10 Mercy and truth have met together. Kindness 
without truth is hypocrisy, while truth without love 
and mercy is cruel. Only when the two meet can we 
experience wholeness and healing. 

86:1 Bow down Your ear. David's dramatic phrase 


captures the grandeur of God on high and his own 
humble position on the earth below. 

86:8 Among the gods. The ancient nations took their 
sense of identity in part from their ties to their sup- 
posed gods. When the nations found out that their 
“gods” did not exist, they would have to acknowledge 
that the Lord alone is God. Here David envisions other 
nations worshiping the true God and thus anticipates 
the missionary thrust of the New Testament (Ps. 117:1; 
Matt. 28:18-20). 

86:13 You have delivered my soul. The cold hand of 
death knocks at everyone’s door, whether we dwell 
in a luxury condominium with security guards or a 
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14 OGod, the proud have risen against me, 
And a mob of violent men have sought 
my life, 
And have not set You before them. 
15 But £You, O Lord, are a God full of 
compassion, and gracious, 
Longsuffering and abundant in mercy 
and truth. 


16 Oh, turn to me, and have mercy on me! 
Give Your strength to Your servant, 
And save the son of Your maidservant. 

17 Show mea sign for good, 

That those who hate me may see it and 
be ashamed, 

Because You, LORD, have helped me 
and comforted me. 


Psalm 87 


The Glories of the City of God 


A Psalm of the sons of Korah. A Song. 


1 His foundation is in the holy 
mountains. 
2 aThe LORD loves the gates of Zion 
More than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
3 bGlorious things are spoken of you, 
O city of God! Selah 


4 “JT will make mention of Rahab and 
Babylon to those who know Me; 
Behold, O Philistia and Tyre, with 
Ethiopia: 
‘This one was born there.’” 


5 And of Zion it will be said, 
“This one and that one were born in 
her; 
And the Most High Himself shall 
establish her.” 
6 The LORD will record, 
When He cregisters the peoples: 


“This one was born there.” Selah 


Psalm 88:9 @ 643 


7 Both the singers and the players on 
instruments say, 
“All my springs are in you.” 


Psalm 88 


A Prayer for Help in Despondency 


A Song. A Psalm of the sons of 
Korah. To the Chief Musician. 
Set to “Mahalath Leannoth.” 
A Contemplation* of 7Heman the 
Ezrahite. 


1 OLORD, God of my salvation, 
Ihave cried out day and night before 
You. 
2 Let my prayer come before You; 
Incline Your ear to my cry. 


3 For my soul is full of troubles, 
And my life «draws near to the grave. 
4 Tam counted with those who ¢go down 
to the pit; 
el am like a man who has no strength, 
5 Adrift among the dead, 
Like the slain who lie in the grave, 
Whom You remember no more, 
And who are cut off from Your hand. 


6 You have laid me in the lowest pit, 
In darkness, in the depths. 
7 Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 
And You have afflicted me with all 
fYour waves. Selah 
8 You have put away my acquaintances 
far from me; 
You have made me an abomination to 
them; 
hI am shut up, and I cannot get out; 
9 My eye wastes away because of 
affliction. 


* 88:title Hebrew Maschil 


tenement surrounded by urban blight. The good 
news, however, is that the Lord has not left us at the 
mercy of death, but has provided for the deliverance 
of our souls from the depths of the grave. We can face 
the future confidently, knowing that, when our bod- 
ies die, our spirits will be with Christ, and that one day 
we shall also experience the resurrection of the body 
by His mighty power (Phil. 3:20-21). 

87:1 His foundation. God Himself established Zion 
(or Jerusalem) as the center of true worship. He 
ordained Solomon to build a temple there so that 
He could live among the Israelites (1 Kin. 6:13). Zion 
is holy because of God’s declaration (1 Kin. 11:13), His 
promise, the worship given Him there (1 Kin. 8:14—-66), 
the future work of the Savior there (Matt. 21:4-11), 
and the future rule of the King there (Rev. 21). 

87:4 Rahab. Rahab is a symbolic name for Egypt (Is. 
30:7) that has negative connotations, alluding to the 
arrogance of the Egyptians. Babylon. Babylon was 
the proverbial seat of apostasy and idolatry (Gen. 
10:10). 

87:5 born in her. Despite their foreign heritage, the 


people who worshiped God were considered to have 
been born in Zion. It appears that this is referring toa 
spiritual birth, foreshadowing Jesus’ teaching about 
being born again (John 3:1-8). 

88:title Heman. Heman is identified in 1 Kings 4:31 
as a gifted wise man, and in 1 Chronicles 15:16-19 as 
one of the musically gifted Levites who ministered in 
worship during the time of David. 

88:1 God of my salvation. Even in the midst of 
despair, Heman confesses his faith in God's saving 
goodness. 

88:3 grave. This is also translated “Sheol,” which is 
the Hebrew word for “hell.” It is often linked with the 
term “pit” as a symbol of the end of earthly existence. 
The Old Testament has very little to say about what 
happens to a soul after death, but it is clear that to go 
to Sheol is the end of all we know. 
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Psalm 88:10 


‘LORD, I have called daily upon You; 

I have stretched out my hands to You. 

Will You work wonders for the dead? 

Shall the dead arise and praise You? 

Selah 

Shall Your lovingkindness be declared 
in the grave? 

Or Your faithfulness in the place of 
destruction? 

Shall Your wonders be known in the 
dark? 

And Your righteousness in the land of 
forgetfulness? 


But to You I have cried out, O LORD, 

And in the morning my prayer comes 
before You. 

LORD, why do You cast off my soul? 

Why do You hide Your face from me? 

I have been afflicted and ready to die 
from my youth; 

I suffer Your terrors; 

Iam distraught. 

Your fierce wrath has gone over me; 

Your terrors have cut me off. 

They came around me all day long like 
water; 

They engulfed me altogether. 

iLoved one and friend You have put far 
from me, 

And my acquaintances into darkness. 


Psalm 89 


1 


2 


3 


Remembering the Covenant 
with David, and Sorrow for Lost 
Blessings 


A Contemplation* of ¢Ethan the 
Ezrahite. 


I will sing of the mercies of the LORD 
forever; 

With my mouth will I make known 
Your faithfulness to all 
generations. 

For I have said, “Mercy shall be built 
up forever; 

bYour faithfulness You shall establish 
in the very heavens.” 


“Ic have made a covenant with My 
chosen, 
I have 4sworn to My servant David: 
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“Your seed I will establish forever, 
And build up your throne ¢to all 


generations.’” Selah 


And fthe heavens will praise Your 
wonders, O LORD; 
Your faithfulness also in the assembly 
of the saints. 
8For who in the heavens can be 
compared to the LORD? 
Who among the sons of the mighty 
can be likened to the LORD? 
hGod is greatly to be feared in the 
assembly of the saints, 
And to be held in reverence by all 
those around Him. 
O LorD God of hosts, 
Who is mighty like You, O LORD? 
Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 
‘You rule the raging of the sea; 
When its waves rise, You still them. 
7You have broken Rahab in pieces, as 
one who is slain; 
You have scattered Your enemies with 
Your mighty arm. 


kThe heavens are Yours, the earth also 

is Yours; 

The world and all its fullness, You 
have founded them. 

The north and the south, You have 
created them; 

'Tabor and ™Hermon rejoice in Your 
name. 

You have a mighty arm; 

Strong is Your hand, and high is Your 
right hand. 

Righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of Your throne; 

Mercy and truth go before Your face. 

Blessed are the people who know the 
njoyful sound! 

They walk, O LORD, in the light of 
Your countenance. 

In Your name they rejoice all day 
long, 

And in Your righteousness they are 
exalted. 

For You are the glory of their strength, 

And in Your favor our horn is °exalted. 

For our shield belongs to the LORD, 

And our king to the Holy One of Israel. 


* 89:title Hebrew Maschil 


88:11 destruction. This word is also translated 
“Abaddon.” 

89:1 the mercies of the Lorb. The lovingkindness of 
the Lord in this psalm centers on the covenant that He 
made with David, promising him an eternal dynasty 
(2 Sam. 7). 

89:6 sons of the mighty. This phrase may mean 
“sons of gods” or “heavenly beings.” The reference 
could be to other supposed gods or to angels, mem- 
bers of the heavenly court (Job 1:6). 

89:10 Rahab. Rahab is a title for Egypt (87:4). 

89:13 a mighty arm. God is the great Deliverer; He 
brandished His arm and hand in delivering His people 
from Egypt (Ex. 6:6; 15:6). 


89:18 the Holy One of Israel. This is the title that 
Isaiah used to describe God, following his experience 


of 


God's holiness in his memorable vision of God’s 


throne (Is. 6:1-5). 
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19 Then You spoke in a vision to Your 
holy one,* 
And said: “I have given help to one 
who is mighty; 
Ihave exalted one chosen from the 
people. 
20 a] have found My servant David; 
With My holy oil I have anointed him, 
21 rWith whom My hand shall be 
established; 
Also My arm shall strengthen him. 
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 
Nor the son of wickedness afflict him. 
23 | will beat down his foes before his face, 
And plague those who hate him. 


24 “But My faithfulness and My mercy 
shall be with him, 
And in My name his horn shall be 
exalted. 
25 Also I will sset his hand over the sea, 
And his right hand over the rivers. 
26 He shall cry to Me, ‘You are ‘my Father, 
My God, and “the rock of my 
salvation.’ 
27 Also I will make him vMy firstborn, 
wThe highest of the kings of the earth. 
28 xMy mercy I will keep for him forever, 
And My covenant shall stand firm 
with him. 
29 His seed also I will make to endure 
forever, 
yAnd his throne Zas the days of heaven. 


30 “Ifa his sons >forsake My law 
And do not walk in My judgments, 
31 If they break My statutes 
And do not keep My commandments, 
32, Then I will punish their transgression 
with the rod, 
And their iniquity with stripes. 
cNevertheless My lovingkindness I will 
not utterly take from him, 
Nor allow My faithfulness to fail. 
34 My covenant I will not break, 
Nor ¢alter the word that has gone out 
of My lips. 
35 Once I have sworn by My holiness; 
I will not lie to David: 
fHis seed shall endure forever, 
And his throne £as the sun before Me; 
7 Tt shall be established forever like the 
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moon, 
Even like the faithful witness in the 
sky.” Selah 


Psalm 89:52 @ 645 


38 But You have "cast off and ‘abhorred, 
You have been furious with Your 
anointed. 
39 You have renounced the covenant of 
Your servant; 
7You have profaned his crown by 
casting it to the ground. 
You have broken down all his hedges; 
You have brought his strongholds to 
ruin. 
All who pass by the way &plunder him; 
He is a reproach to his neighbors. 
42 You have exalted the right hand of his 
adversaries; 
You have made all his enemies rejoice. 
43 You have also turned back the edge of 
his sword, 
And have not sustained him in the 
battle. 
44 You have made his glory cease, 
And cast his throne down to the 
ground. 
45 The days of his youth You have 
shortened; 
You have covered him with shame. 
Selah 
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How long, LORD? 
Will You hide Yourself forever? 
Will Your wrath burn like fire? 
47 Remember how short my time /is; 
For what futility have You created all 
the children of men? 
48 What man can live and not see "death? 
Can he deliver his life from the power 
of the grave? Selah 


49 Lord, where are Your former 
lovingkindnesses, 
Which You °swore to David Pin Your 
truth? 
50 Remember, Lord, the reproach of Your 
servants— 
aHow I bear in my bosom the reproach 
of all the many peoples, 
1 rWith which Your enemies have 
reproached, O LORD, 
With which they have reproached the 
footsteps of Your anointed. 


a 


on 


2 sBlessed be the LORD forevermore! 
Amen and Amen. 


* 89:19 Following many Hebrew manuscripts; 
Masoretic Text, Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate 
read holy ones. 


89:29 seed... throne. These words echo the cov- 
enant God made with David (2 Sam. 7:8-17). 

89:34 My covenant | will not break. God is deter- 
mined to complete, fulfill, and accomplish His grand 
plan for David's dynasty (2 Sam. 7:1-24). 

89:49-51 Which You swore to David. The writer 
complains that God has not been keeping His 
promises to David (2 Sam. 7:1-24). As a result, His 
people are experiencing harsh treatment from 
their enemies. There is no resolution to this psalm; 
it ends with the people, the king, and the psalmist 
in distress. Yet the inclusion of this psalm among 
the praises of Israel suggests that God did answer 


this prayer of His people, just as He did in the case 
of Psalm 60. 
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BOOK FOUR 
Psalms 90-106 


Psalm 90 


The Eternity of God, and Man's 
Frailty 


A Prayer “of Moses the man of God. 


1 Lord, You have been our dwelling 
place* in all generations. 
2 cBefore the mountains were brought 
forth, 
Or ever You had formed the earth and 
the world, 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, 
You are God. 


3 You turn man to destruction, 
And say, “Return, O children of men.” 
4 eKor a thousand years in Your sight 
Are like yesterday when it is past, 
And like a watch in the night. 
5 You carry them away like a flood; 
fThey are like a sleep. 
In the morning sthey are like grass 
which grows up: 
6 Inthe morning it flourishes and grows 
up; 
In the evening it is cut down and 
withers. 


7 For we have been consumed by Your 
anger, 
And by Your wrath we are terrified. 
8 hYou have set our iniquities before 
You, 
Our ‘secret sins in the light of Your 
countenance. 
9 For all our days have passed away in 
Your wrath; 
We finish our years like a sigh. 


10 The days of our lives are seventy years; 
And if by reason of strength they are 
eighty years, 
Yet their boast is only labor and 
sorrow; 
For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 
11 Who knows the power of Your anger? 
For as the fear of You, so is Your 
wrath. 
12 iSo teach us to number our days, 
That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 


13° Return, O LORD! 
How long? 
And khave compassion on Your 
servants. 
14 Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, 
'That we may rejoice and be glad all 
our days! 
15 Make us glad according to the days in 
which You have afflicted us, 
The years in which we have seen evil. 
16 Let “Your work appear to Your 
servants, 
And Your glory to their children. 
7 nAnd let the beauty of the LORD our 
God be upon us, 
And °establish the work of our hands 
for us; 
Yes, establish the work of our hands. 


— 


Psalm 91 


Safety of Abiding in the Presence 
of God 


1 He ¢who dwells in the secret place of 
the Most High 
Shall abide Sunder the shadow of the 
Almighty. 


*90:1 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read 
refuge. 


90:1 Lord. This is not God’s personal name (Ex. 
3:14-15), but a Hebrew word celebrating His majestic 
authority. 
90:4 a thousand years ... like yesterday. A thou- 
sand years may seem long at the time, but in compar- 
ison with God's eternal existence, they are nothing. 
90:7 Your anger. The unbelieving Israelites in the 
wilderness experienced God’s anger (Num. 13-14). 
An entire generation spent their lives wandering 
because of their unbelief and rebellion. 
90:10 seventy years... eighty years. The point here 
is not to set a maximum, but to present a context for 
the brevity of human life. No matter how long people 
live, death is inevitable. 
90:12 Counting Our Days—This prayer of Moses, 
probably written near the end of his life, gives us 
some excellent insight into living. We need to seek 
wisdom, be sober-minded and diligent, and seek to 
use our time wisely, living in light of the Lord's com- 
mands. 

+ Life is often painful, sometimes very painful, but 

survivable. 


+ We perpetually fall short of God’s plan for us. 
+ We are loved by an all-powerful yet merciful God 
who knows all about us. 
+ The only true satisfaction is in knowing and obey- 
ing God. 
+ Serve God to your fullest because your time here 
on earth is short. 
90:17 establish the work of our hands. We need to 
have a sense of lasting meaning in our lives, some- 
thing that will continue to the next generation. 
91:1 in the secret place. The person who trusts in 
God is the one who lives close to Him. Most High. This 
title emphasizes God’s majesty and is parallel to the 
term “Almighty.” Together, the terms “Most High” and 
“Almighty” speak of God as a mountain-like majesty. 
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cI will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge 
and my fortress; 
My God, in Him I will trust.” 


Surely ¢He shall deliver you from the 
snare of the fowler* 
And from the perilous pestilence. 
eHe shall cover you with His feathers, 
And under His wings you shall take 
refuge; 
His truth shall be your shield and 
buckler. 
fYou shall not be afraid of the terror by 
night, 
Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 
Nor of the pestilence that walks in 
darkness, 
Nor of the destruction that lays waste 
at noonday. 


A thousand may fall at your side, 
And ten thousand at your right hand; 
But it shall not come near you. 

Only £with your eyes shall you look, 
And see the reward of the wicked. 


Because you have made the LORD, who 
is hmy refuge, 
Even the Most High, ‘your dwelling 
place, 
iNo evil shall befall you, 
Nor shall any plague come near your 
dwelling; 
kFor He shall give His angels charge 
over you, 
To keep you in all your ways. 
In their hands they shall bear you up, 
‘Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone. 
You shall tread upon the lion and the 
cobra, 
The young lion and the serpent you 
shall trample underfoot. 


“Because he has set his love upon Me, 

therefore I will deliver him; 

I will set him on high, because he has 
mknown My name. 

He shall "call upon Me, and I will 
answer him; 

I will be °with him in trouble; 

I will deliver him and honor him. 
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16 With long life I will satisfy him, 


And show him My salvation.” 


Psalm 92 
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Praise to the LorD for His Love and 


Faithfulness 
A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath day. 


It is ¢good to give thanks to the LORD, 

And to sing praises to Your name, 
O Most High; 

To declare Your lovingkindness in the 
morning, 

And Your faithfulness every night, 

cOn an instrument of ten strings, 

On the lute, 

And on the harp, 

With harmonious sound. 

For You, LORD, have made me glad 
through Your work; 

I will triumph in the works of Your 
hands. 


4O LORD, how great are Your works! 
eYour thoughts are very deep. 
fA senseless man does not know, 
Nor does a fool understand this. 
When “the wicked spring up like grass, 
And when all the workers of iniquity 
flourish, 
It is that they may be destroyed 
forever. 


hBut You, LORD, are on high forevermore. 
For behold, Your enemies, O LORD, 
For behold, Your enemies shall perish; 
All the workers of iniquity shall ‘be 
scattered. 


But ‘my horn You have exalted like a 
wild ox; 

I have been £anointed with fresh oil. 

'My eye also has seen my desire on my 
enemies; 

My ears hear my desire on the wicked 

Who rise up against me. 


*91:3 That is, one who catches birds in a trap or 
snare 


91:4 feathers ... wings. Just as chicks take refuge 
under the wings of the mother hen, so we can take 
refuge in God's enveloping care. 

91:7 A thousand may fall at your side. The Israelites 
in Egypt were spared the danger that touched their 
neighbors (Ex. 9:26; 10:23; 11:7); similarly, believers in 
the Lord are protected from Satan's attacks. 

91:11 give His angels charge over you. These words 
were used by Satan to tempt the Savior (Matt. 4:5-6). 
91:13 lion and the cobra. The animal and snake 
imagery in this verse pictures all kinds of evil that 
might threaten believers. 


91 


:14 he has set his love upon Me. The word used 


here is not the usual Hebrew word for love. It has the 
idea of “holding close to,” or even “hugging tightly in 
love” (Deut. 7:8; 10:15). 


92:6 Asenseless man...a fool. A foolish or senseless 
person is not someone with limited intelligence, but 
rather a person who is spiritually obtuse—someone 
who ignores God and refuses to accept responsibility. 
92:10 my horn You have exalted. This is a figure of 
speech for the psalmist’s eventual triumph, the cele- 
bration of the psalmist’s strength. 


91:2¢Ps.142:5  91:349Ps.124:7 91:4ePs. 

17:8 91:5f[Job 5:19] 91:89Mal.1:5  91:9/Ps. 

91:2 (Ps.90:1 91:10/[Prov. 12:21] 91:11 [Heb. 

1:14] 91:12!Matt.4:6 91:14™[Ps.9:10] 91:15"Ps. 
50:15 ls.43:2 92:19Ps.147:1 92:25Ps. 89:1 

92:31 Chr. 23:5 92:54Ps. 40:5 &[Is. 28:29] 92:6Ps. 
73:22 92:79Job 12:6 92:8"[Ps.83:18] 92:9'Ps. 
68:1 92:10/Ps.89:17 ‘Ps. 23:5 92:11! Ps. 54:7 


648 @ Psalm 92:12 
122mThe righteous shall flourish like a 
palm tree, 
He shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
13. Those who are planted in the house of 
the LORD 
Shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
4 They shall still bear fruit in old age; 
They shall be fresh and flourishing, 
15 To declare that the LorD is upright; 
nHe is my rock, and °there is no 
unrighteousness in Him. 


Psalm 93 


The Eternal Reign of the Lorp 


1 The ¢LorD reigns, He is clothed with 
majesty; 
The LorbD is clothed, 
bHe has girded Himself with strength. 
Surely the world is established, so that 
it cannot be moved. 
2 cYour throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 


3 The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their waves. 

4 dThe LorD on high is mightier 
Than the noise of many waters, 
Than the mighty waves of the sea. 


5 Your testimonies are very sure; 
Holiness adorns Your house, 
O LorbD, forever. 


Psalm 94 


God the Refuge of the Righteous 


1 OLORD God, ¢to whom vengeance 
belongs— 
O God, to whom vengeance belongs, 
shine forth! 
2 Rise up, O >Judge of the earth; 


Render punishment to the proud. 
3 LORD, chow long will the wicked, 
How long will the wicked triumph? 


4 They utter speech, and speak insolent 
things; 
All the workers of iniquity boast in 
themselves. 
5 They break in pieces Your people, 
LORD, 
And afflict Your heritage. 
6 They slay the widow and the stranger, 
And murder the fatherless. 
7 eYet they say, “The LORD does not see, 
Nor does the God of Jacob 
understand.” 


8 Understand, you senseless among the 
people; 
And you fools, when will you be wise? 
9 fHe who planted the ear, shall He not 
hear? 
He who formed the eye, shall He not 
see? 
10 He who instructs the nations, shall He 
not correct, 
He who teaches man knowledge? 
The LorD £knows the thoughts of 
man, 
That they are futile. 


12 Blessed is the man whom You 
hinstruct, O LORD, 
And teach out of Your law, 
13 That You may give him rest from the 
days of adversity, 
Until the pit is dug for the wicked. 
For the LORD will not cast off His 
people, 
Nor will He forsake His inheritance. 
15 But judgment will return to 
righteousness, 
And all the upright in heart will 
follow it. 
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16 Who will rise up for me against the 
evildoers? 
Who will stand up for me against the 
workers of iniquity? 


92:12 flourish like a palm tree. This promise does 
not refer to success as the world counts it—the righ- 
teous are not often wealthy or powerful—but rather 
to spiritual success. Those who are committed to 
following God's ways will be so alive spiritually that 
even in old age they will appear young and vibrant. 
93:1 is clothed with majesty. This language 
describes the victor of one-on-one combat. God is 
dressed in the garments of victory. 

93:4 The Lorp on high is mightier. The Creator King 
is infinite in power; no force in the universe competes 
with Him. 

94:2 Judge of the earth. Even when the poets call 
out for divine vengeance, they recognize that God 
decides when to exercise His wrath and judgment. 
God's law clearly states that vengeance belongs to 
Him (Deut. 32:35). 

94:6 slay the widow and the stranger. The Isra- 
elites had been commanded to comfort widows 
and orphans and to welcome strangers, as long 


as those strangers obeyed the law of God (Ex. 
22:21-22). 

94:12 Blessed is the man whom You instruct. The 
word “blessed” means “happy.” Instruction, even if 
accompanied by chastening, is always for our ulti- 
mate good, and thus shows the depth of God's love 
for us (Heb. 12:7—11). 

94:13 the pit is dug for the wicked. “Pit” is one of the 
words used as a synonym for Sheol (16:10). Digging 
the “pit” is a way of describing the preparations for 
the final judgment of the wicked (Rev. 20:11-15). 
94:14 the Lorp will not cast off His people. God will 
not forget His people any more than He will forget or 
deny Himself (2 Tim. 2:13). 


92:12™Ps.52:8 92:15"[Deut. 32:4] °[Rom. 9:14] 
93:17Ps.96:10 &Ps.65:6 93:2°Ps.45:6 93:4¢Ps. 


65:7. 94:12[Nah. 1:2] 94:2[Gen. 18:25] 94:3°Uob 
20:5] 94:44Ps.31:18 94:7Ps.10:11 94:91 [Ex. 
4:11] 94:1191Cor.3:20 94:12" [Heb. 12:5, 6] 


17 Unless the LORD had been my help, 
My soul would soon have settled in 
silence. 
18 If I say, “My foot slips,” 
Your mercy, O LORD, will hold me up. 
19 Jn the multitude of my anxieties 
within me, 
Your comforts delight my soul. 


20 Shall ‘the throne of iniquity, which 
devises evil by law, 
Have fellowship with You? 
21 They gather together against the life of 
the righteous, 
And condemn /innocent blood. 
22 But the LORD has been my defense, 
And my God the rock of my refuge. 
23 He has brought on them their own 
iniquity, 
And shall cut them off in their own 
wickedness; 
The LorD our God shall cut them off. 


Psalm 95 


A Call to Worship and Obedience 


1 Ohcome, let us sing to the LORD! 
Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our 
salvation. 
2 Let us come before His presence with 
thanksgiving; 
Let us shout joyfully to Him with 
apsalms. 
3 For >the LORD is the great God, 
And the great King above all gods. 
4 In His hand are the deep places of the 
earth; 
The heights of the hills are His also. 
5 cThe sea is His, for He made it; 
And His hands formed the dry land. 


6 Ohcome, let us worship and bow 
down; 
Let ¢us kneel before the LORD our 
Maker. 


Psalm 96:7. @ 649 


7 For He is our God, 
And ewe are the people of His pasture, 
And the sheep of His hand. 


fToday, if you will hear His voice: 
8 “Do not harden your hearts, as in the 
rebellion,* 
£As in the day of trial* in the wilderness, 
9 When “your fathers tested Me; 
They tried Me, though they isaw My 
work. 
10 iFor forty years I was grieved with that 
generation, 
And said, ‘It is a people who go astray 
in their hearts, 
And they do not know My ways.’ 
11 So &I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’” 


Psalm 96 


A Song of Praise to God Coming 
in Judgment 


1 Oh, ¢sing to the LORD a new song! 
Sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
Sing to the LORD, bless His name; 
Proclaim the good news of His 
salvation from day to day. 
Declare His glory among the nations, 
His wonders among all peoples. 


4 For >the LorD is great and ¢greatly to 
be praised; 
dHe is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For eall the gods of the peoples are idols, 
fBut the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Honor and majesty are before Him; 
Strength and sbeauty are in His 
sanctuary. 


7 hGive to the LorD, O families of the 
peoples, 
Give to the LORD glory and strength. 


*95:8 Or Meribah ¢ Or Massah 


te 4 


94:18 Your mercy. God's “mercy” or “lovingkind- 
ness” refers to His loyal, covenant love. 

95:1-7 Let us shout joyfully. Along with others (Ps. 
96-100), this song was probably sung at the dedica- 
tion of the temple after it was restored by Ezra and 
Nehemiah. It was a time of great celebration. The 
hearts of the people were filled with joy as they sang 
and shouted to God, whom they declared to be the 
great King above all gods. 

95:6 worship... bow down... kneel. These words 
amplify each other and call for a reflective, humble 
approach to God. Worship is joyful and can be done 
with abandon (vv. 1-5); but at other times worship 
may be quiet reverence of the Almighty (Ps. 134). 
95:7-11 For He is our God. This whole section is 
quoted in Hebrews 3:7-11, with a notable introduc- 
tion: “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says .. . .” This 
phrase reminds us that the words of the Psalms, 
which are the response of the worshiping Israelite 
community, are also the oracles of God. 


95:8 rebellion. Also translated “Meribah,” this word 
would remind the Israelites of a time when they had 
doubted the Lord's provision (Ex. 17:7; Num. 20:13). 
96:3 all peoples. This is a bold declaration that one 
day the message of God’s mercy will be known the 
world over, the fulfillment of God’s covenant promise 
to Abraham that through his descendants all nations 
of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:1-3). 

96:7 O families of the peoples. The allusion to 
the Abrahamic covenant continues (vv. 2-3; Gen. 
12:1-3). 
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650 # Psalm 96:8 
8 Give to the LORD the glory due His 
name; 
Bring an offering, and come into His 
courts. 
8 Oh, worship the LORD ‘in the beauty of 
holiness! 


Tremble before Him, all the earth. 


10 Say among the nations, “The LORD 
reigns; 
The world also is firmly established, 
It shall not be moved; 
kHe shall judge the peoples 
righteously.” 


ll Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad; 
mLet the sea roar, and all its fullness; 
12 Let the field be joyful, and all that is 
in it. 
Then all the trees of the woods will 
rejoice 
13 before the LORD. 
For He is coming, for He is coming to 
judge the earth. 
nHe shall judge the world with 
righteousness, 
And the peoples with His truth. 


Psalm 97 


A Song of Praise to the 
Sovereign LorRD 


1 The LorD 2reigns; 
Let the earth rejoice; 
Let the multitude of isles be glad! 


2 bClouds and darkness surround Him; 
cRighteousness and justice are the 
foundation of His throne. 
3 dA fire goes before Him, 
And burns up His enemies round 
about. 
4 eHis lightnings light the world; 
The earth sees and trembles. 


5 fThe mountains melt like wax at the 
presence of the LORD, 
At the presence of the Lord of the 
whole earth. 
6 The heavens declare His righteousness, 
And all the peoples see His glory. 


7 hLet all be put to shame who serve 
carved images, 
Who boast of idols. 
iWorship Him, all you gods. 
8 Zion hears and is glad, 
And the daughters of Judah rejoice 
Because of Your judgments, O LORD. 
9 For You, LORD, are imost high above 
all the earth; 
kYou are exalted far above all gods. 


10 You who love the LORD, ‘hate evil! 
mHe preserves the souls of His saints; 
nHe delivers them out of the hand of the 
wicked. 
ll cL ight is sown for the righteous, 
And gladness for the upright in heart. 
12 pRejoice in the LORD, you righteous, 
aAnd give thanks at the remembrance 
of His holy name.* 


Psalm 98 


A Song of Praise to the LorD for His 
Salvation and Judgment 


A Psalm. 


1 Oh, ¢sing to the LORD a new song! 
For He has »done marvelous things; 
His right hand and His holy arm have 

gained Him the victory. 

2 cThe LORD has made known His 

salvation; 
dHis righteousness He has revealed in 
the sight of the nations. 


*97:12 Or His holiness 


96:10 The LorD reigns. This key phrase was the coun- 
tercultural cry of ancient Israelites in a world that 
believed that gods could rise and fall. In contrast, the 
living God remains Ruler for all eternity. 

96:11-13 Let the heavens rejoice... for He is com- 
ing. All creation groans under the curse, but when 
Christ returns, “the creation itself also will be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21). 

97:2 Clouds and darkness. These words may be 
rephrased as “impenetrable clouds,” an indicator of 
the final judgment and God’s awesome power (Joel 
2:2; Zeph. 1:15). 

97:7 Worship Him, all you gods. One day, people 
will be forced to acknowledge that God is the only 
one worthy of worship, as they see that the very 
things they devoted themselves to in rejection of God 
must bow down to the Creator as Lord. 

97:10 hate. The righteousness of God evokes a 
response either of delight or of shame because of sin 
(Is. 6:5). The subjects of the kingdom, the lovers of God, 


follow Him by loving what He loves and hating what He 
hates. “The fear of the LorD is to hate evil” (Prov. 8:13). 
Sin is portrayed in Scripture as an active and powerful 
forcein unrelenting pursuit of its victims (Gen. 4:7; 1 Pet. 
5:8), and the believer is called to total war against it. 
98:1 His right hand. The “right hand” of the Lord is 
a way of referring to His great salvation of Israel from 
Egypt (Ex. 15:6; Deut. 4:34). The phrase is like a slogan 
for the Lord’s redemption. 

98:2 revealed in the sight of the nations. God's sal- 
vation was designed to be a witness to the nations 
Deut. 4:6). 
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3 He has remembered His mercy and 
His faithfulness to the house of 
Israel; 
eAll the ends of the earth have seen the 
salvation of our God. 


4 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the 
earth; 
Break forth in song, rejoice, and sing 
praises. 
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
With the harp and the sound of a 
psalm, 
6 With trumpets and the sound of a 
horn; 
Shout joyfully before the LORD, the 
King. 


7 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness, 
The world and those who dwell in it; 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 
Let the hills be joyful together 

9 before the LORD. 
fFor He is coming to judge the earth. 
With righteousness He shall judge the 

world, 

And the peoples with equity. 


Psalm 99 


Praise to the LorD for His Holiness 


1 The LorD reigns; 

Let the peoples tremble! 

He dwells between the cherubim; 

Let the earth be moved! 
2 The LorD is great in Zion, 

And He is high above all the peoples. 
3 Let them praise Your great and 

awesome name— 
He is holy. 


4 The King’s strength also loves justice; 
You have established equity; 
You have executed justice and 
righteousness in Jacob. 
5 Exalt the LORD our God, 
And worship at His footstool— 
He is holy. 


Psalm 100:5 @ 651 


6 Moses and Aaron were among His 
priests, 
And Samuel was among those who 
bcalled upon His name; 
They called upon the LORD, and He 
answered them. 
7 He spoke to them in the cloudy pillar; 
They kept His testimonies and the 
ordinance He gave them. 


8 You answered them, O LORD our God; 
You were to them God-Who-Forgives, 
Though You took vengeance on their 

deeds. 

9  Exalt the LORD our God, 

And worship at His holy hill; 
For the LorRD our God is holy. 


Psalm 100 


A Song of Praise for the LorbD’s 
Faithfulness to His People 


aA Psalm of Thanksgiving. 


1 Make ’a joyful shout to the LorRD, all 
you lands! 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness; 
Come before His presence with 
singing. 
3 Know that the LorD, He is God; 
cIt is He who has made us, and not we 
ourselves;* 
4We are His people and the sheep of 
His pasture. 


4 eFnter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
And into His courts with praise. 
Be thankful to Him, and bless His 
name. 
5 For the LORD is good; 
fHis mercy is everlasting, 
And His truth endures to all 
generations. 


*100:3 Following Kethib, Septuagint, and Vulgate; 
Qere, many Hebrew manuscripts, and Targum 
read we are His. 


98:9 For He is coming. Creation rejoices at the com- 
ing of the Lord because when He establishes His king- 
dom, the curse will be lifted, and all creation will be 
freed from its slavery to corruption (Rom. 8:21-22). 
99:1 cherubim. Cherubim are the angels most 
closely related to the glory of God. Two gold cheru- 
bim graced the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant 
(Ex. 25:18-22). 

99:3 name... Heis holy. To be holy is to be “distinct 
from,” “separated,” “set apart.” This is the principal 
Hebrew word used to describe the transcendence of 
God (113:4—-6). 

99:5 His footstool. The footstool of the Lord is some- 
times said to be the earth (Is. 66:1); but more specif- 
ically, Zion is the Lord’s footstool (132:7; Is. 60:13). 
When the Israelites came to the temple in Jerusalem 
to worship, they pictured themselves as being at the 
feet of the Creator. 


100:1 Make a joyful shout. This command is 
addressed not just to Israel but to all the earth. The 
Israelites were to be a people who would attract the 
nations to worship God. 

100:3 the Lorb, He is God. These words reflect the 
great confession of faith in Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 
100:5 the Lorp is good. The shout of the goodness of 
God in this verse is buttressed by an appeal to His lov- 
ingkindness and faithfulness. The Hebrew root for the 
word for “truth” comes from the word meaning “to be 
established” or “to be confirmed.” From this word also 
comes the word “amen,” meaning “surely” or “truly.” 
God's goodness is based on His loyal love and His truth. 
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99:1 7Ex. 


652 @ Psalm 101:1 
Psalm 101 


Promised Faithfulness to the LorD 
A Psalm of David. 


1 J will sing of mercy and justice; 
To You, O LORD, I will sing praises. 


2 J will behave wisely in a perfect way. 
Oh, when will You come to me? 
I will ‘walk within my house witha 
perfect heart. 


3 IT will set nothing wicked before my 
eyes; 
bJ hate the work of those cwho fall 
away; 
It shall not cling to me. 
4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; 
I will not ¢know wickedness. 


5 Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, 
Him I will destroy; 
eThe one who has a haughty look and a 
proud heart, 
Him I will not endure. 


6 My eyes shall be on the faithful of the 
land, 
That they may dwell with me; 
He who walks in a perfect way, 
He shall serve me. 
7 He who works deceit shall not dwell 
within my house; 
He who tells lies shall not continue in 
my presence. 
8 fEarly I will destroy all the wicked of 
the land, 
That I may cut off all the evildoers 
efrom the city of the LORD. 


Psalm 102 


The Lorp’s Eternal Love 


A Prayer of the afflicted, 7when he 
is overwhelmed and pours out his 
complaint before the LORD. 


1 Hear my prayer, O LORD, 
And let my cry come to You. 
2 bDo not hide Your face from me in the 
day of my trouble; 
Incline Your ear to me; 
In the day that I call, answer me 
speedily. 


10 


sa 


12 


13 


4 


15 


7 


18 


is 


0 


For my days are ‘consumed like smoke, 

And my bones are burned like a 
hearth. 

My heart is stricken and withered like 
grass, 

So that I forget to eat my bread. 

Because of the sound of my groaning 

My bones cling to my skin. 

Tam like a pelican of the wilderness; 

Tam like an owl of the desert. 

I lie awake, 

And am like a sparrow alone on the 
housetop. 


My enemies reproach me all day long; 

Those who deride me swear an oath 
against me. 

For I have eaten ashes like bread, 

And mingled my drink with weeping, 

Because of Your indignation and Your 
wrath; 

For You have lifted me up and cast me 
away. 

My days are like a shadow that 
lengthens, 

And I wither away like grass. 


But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, 
And the remembrance of Your name to 
all generations. 
You will arise and have mercy on 
Zion; 
For the time to favor her, 
Yes, the set time, has come. 
For Your servants take pleasure in her 
stones, 
And show favor to her dust. 
So the nations shall ¢fear the name of 
the LORD, 
And all the kings of the earth Your 
glory. 
For the LORD shall build up Zion; 
eHe shall appear in His glory. 
fHe shall regard the prayer of the 
destitute, 
And shall not despise their prayer. 


This will be written for the generation 
to come, 
That "a people yet to be created may 
praise the LORD. 
For He ‘looked down from the height 
of His sanctuary; 
From heaven the LORD viewed the 
earth, 
iTo hear the groaning of the prisoner, 
To release those appointed to death, 


101:1 mercy and justice. God's loyal love is coupled 
with justice. He does not allow sin to go unnoticed 
or unpunished, either in His children or in those who 
oppress them. 

101:4 not know wickedness. The verb “to know” 
here has the idea of experience or intimate relation- 
ship with something or someone. 

101:6 My eyes shall be on the faithful. David made a 
covenant with his eyes Job 31:1) to observe the righ- 
teous and sustain them in their walk. 

102:12 endure forever. Our days may be just a 


passing shadow, but God is King forever. He is gra- 
cious, loves His people, and promises to favor them. 
102:15 the nations shall fear. A time will come when 
the Lord will rule over all the earth. 
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21 To kdeclare the name of the LORD in 
Zion, 
And His praise in Jerusalem, 
22 IWhen the peoples are gathered 
together, 
And the kingdoms, to serve the LORD. 


23 He weakened my strength in the 
way; 
He shortened my days. 
24 nJ said, “O my God, 
Do not take me away in the midst of 
my days; 
oYour years are throughout all 
generations. 
25 pOf old You laid the foundation of the 
earth, 
And the heavens are the work of Your 
hands. 
26 aThey will perish, but You will endure; 
Yes, they will all grow old like a 
garment; 
Like a cloak You will change them, 
And they will be changed. 
27 But "You are the same, 
And Your years will have no end. 
28 sThe children of Your servants will 
continue, 
And their descendants will be 
established before You.” 


Psalm 103 


Praise for the LorD’s Mercies 
A Psalm of David. 


1 Bless «the LORD, O my soul; 
And all that is within me, bless His 
holy name! 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
And forget not all His benefits: 
3 bWho forgives all your iniquities, 
Who cheals all your diseases, 
4 Who redeems your life from 
destruction, 
dWho crowns you with lovingkindness 
and tender mercies, 


Psalm 103:19 @ 653 


5 Who satisfies your mouth with good 
things, 
So that ¢your youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s. 


6 The LORD executes righteousness 
And justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 fHe made known His ways to Moses, 
His acts to the children of Israel. 
8 sThe LORD is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger, and abounding in 
mercy. 
9 hHe will not always strive with us, 
Nor will He keep His anger forever. 
10 iHe has not dealt with us according to 
our sins, 
Nor punished us according to our 
iniquities. 
ll For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, 
So great is His mercy toward those 
who fear Him; 
12 As far as the east is from the west, 
So far has He ‘removed our 
transgressions from us. 
13 kAs a father pities his children, 
So the LorD pities those who fear Him. 
4 For He knows our frame; 
He remembers that we are dust. 


15 As for man, ‘his days are like grass; 
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes. 
16mFor the wind passes over it, and it is 
gone, 
And "its place remembers it no more.* 
17 But the mercy of the LORD is from 
everlasting to everlasting 
On those who fear Him, 
And His righteousness to children’s 
children, 
18 oTo such as keep His covenant, 
And to those who remember His 
commandments to do them. 


19 The LORD has established His throne 
in heaven, 
And PHis kingdom rules over all. 


* 103:16 Compare Job 7:10 


102:25 Of old. God is eternal and His works are from 
ancient times. The writer of the Book of Hebrews 
applies these words of creation and eternality to the 
Son (vv. 25-27; Heb. 1:10-12). 

103:1 Bless the Lorb. To bless the Lord is to remem- 
ber that He is the source of all our blessings. The 
psalmist blesses the Lord with his entire being 
(146:2). 

103:3 heals all your diseases. This cannot be seen 
as a promise that the godly will never suffer from 
disease. Many believers have suffered and died of 
illnesses, despite repeated prayers for healing. Even 
though He does not always choose to heal, God is the 
source of all healing. This verse could also be seenasa 
parallel construction, coupling pardon from iniquity 
with healing from the disease of sin. 

103:8 merciful and gracious. This is a basic descrip- 
tion of God in the Old Testament (86:15; Ex. 34:6—7). If 


God dealt with us according to our sins, no one could 
stand before Him (130:3). 

103:11 as the heavens are high above the earth. 
There is no way to compare the divine with the mor- 
tal; the mercy of God is greater than the heavens. 
103:17 the mercy of the Lorp. God's loyal love is 
forever. 
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654 & Psalm 103:20 
20 aBless the LORD, you His angels, 
Who excel in strength, who "do His 
word, 
Heeding the voice of His word. 
21 Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, 
sYou ministers of His, who do His 
pleasure. 
22 Bless the LORD, all His works, 
In all places of His dominion. 


Bless the LORD, O my soul! 


Psalm 104 


Praise to the Sovereign LorD for His 
Creation and Providence 


1 Bless ¢the LORD, O my soul! 


O LorD my God, You are very great: 
You are clothed with honor and 
majesty, 
2 Who cover Yourself with light as with 
a garment, 
Who stretch out the heavens like a 
curtain. 


3 bHe lays the beams of His upper 
chambers in the waters, 
Who makes the clouds His chariot, 
Who walks on the wings of the wind, 
4 Who makes His angels spirits, 
His ministers a flame of fire. 


5 You who laid the foundations of the 
earth, 
So that it should not be moved forever, 
6 You ccovered it with the deep as witha 
garment; 
The waters stood above the 
mountains. 
7 At Your rebuke they fled; 
At the voice of Your thunder they 
hastened away. 
8 They went up over the mountains; 
They went down into the valleys, 
To the place which You founded for 
them. 


9 You have 4set a boundary that they 
may not pass over, 
eThat they may not return to cover the 
earth. 


10 He sends the springs into the valleys; 

They flow among the hills. 

They give drink to every beast of the 
field; 

The wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

By them the birds of the heavens have 
their home; 

They sing among the branches. 

fHe waters the hills from His upper 
chambers; 

The earth is satisfied with £the fruit of 
Your works. 


14 hHe causes the grass to grow for the 
cattle, 
And vegetation for the service of man, 
That he may bring forth ‘food from the 
earth, 
15 Andiwine that makes glad the heart 
of man, 
Oil to make his face shine, 
And bread which strengthens man’s 
heart. 
16 The trees of the LORD are full of sap, 
The cedars of Lebanon which He 
planted, 
17 Where the birds make their nests; 
The stork has her home in the fir trees. 
18 The high hills are for the wild goats; 
The cliffs are a refuge for the krock 
badgers.* 


19 [He appointed the moon for seasons; 
The “sun knows its going down. 
20 nYou make darkness, and it is night, 
In which all the beasts of the forest 
creep about. 
21 oThe young lions roar after their prey, 
And seek their food from God. 
22 When the sun rises, they gather 
together 
And lie down in their dens. 
23 Man goes out to "his work 
And to his labor until the evening. 
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* 104:18 Or rock hyrax (compare Leviticus 11:5) 


103:20-22 Bless the Lorp. The poet began the 
psalm with a call to his own inner being to respond 
with praise to God (v. 1); he concludes the psalm with 
a call to heaven and earth to join him. 

104:2 cover Yourself with light. God is Spirit John 
4:24), and descriptions of Him vary throughout the 
Bible. One strong description of Him is “light” (1 John 
1:5). Here, light is described as the garment that 
enfolds His wonder. The first act of God in Genesis 
was the command for light (Gen. 1:3). 

104:5 laid the foundations of the earth. The poet 
retells the story of creation from Genesis 1. 

104:6 covered it with the deep. The term “deep” is 
the same word used in Genesis 1:2. 

104:9 set a boundary. God promised that never 
again would the entire earth be covered as in the 
flood (Gen. 8:21—22). 

104:15 wine... Oil... bread. It is clear that the earth 


was created for human beings and filled with good 
things for our sake. 

104:19 He appointed the moon for seasons. |n the 
ancient world, the heavenly bodies (sun, moon, and 
stars) were often worshiped as gods. God makes it 
clear that, far from being objects of worship, these 
things were created and set in place specifically for 
humans. The moon is not our god but our servant, set 
in place to keep track of times and seasons. 
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24 aO LORD, how manifold are Your works! 
In wisdom You have made them all. 
The earth is full of Your "possessions— 

25 This great and wide sea, 

In which are innumerable teeming 
things, 
Living things both small and great. 

26 There the ships sail about; 

There is that sLeviathan 
Which You have made to play there. 


27 tThese all wait for You, 
That You may give them their food in 
due season. 
28 What You give them they gather in; 
You open Your hand, they are filled 
with good. 
29 You hide Your face, they are troubled; 
uYou take away their breath, they die 
and return to their dust. 
30 vYou send forth Your Spirit, they are 
created; 
And You renew the face of the earth. 


31 May the glory of the LORD endure 
forever; 
May the LORD vrejoice in His works. 
32, He looks on the earth, and it xtrembles; 
yHe touches the hills, and they smoke. 


33 z] will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
I will sing praise to my God while I 
have my being. 
34 May my «meditation be sweet to Him; 
I will be glad in the LORD. 
35 May »sinners be consumed from the 
earth, 
And the wicked be no more. 


Bless the LORD, O my soul! 
Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 105 


The Eternal Faithfulness of the LorD 


1 Oh, “give thanks to the LORD! 
Call upon His name; 


Psalm 105:17. @ 655 


bMake known His deeds among the 
peoples! 
2 Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; 
¢Talk of all His wondrous works! 
3 Glory in His holy name; 
Let the hearts of those rejoice who 
seek the LORD! 
4 Seek the LorD and His strength; 
dSeek His face evermore! 
5 eRemember His marvelous works 
which He has done, 
His wonders, and the judgments of His 
mouth, 
6 Oseed of Abraham His servant, 
You children of Jacob, His chosen 
ones! 


7 He is the LORD our God; 
fHis judgments are in all the earth. 
8 He £remembers His covenant forever, 
The word which He commanded, for a 
thousand generations, 
9 hThe covenant which He made with 
Abraham, 
And His oath to Isaac, 
10 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, 
To Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
ll Saying, i*To you I will give the land of 
Canaan 
As the allotment of your inheritance,” 
12 jWhen they were few in number, 
Indeed very few, and strangers in it. 


13, When they went from one nation to 
another, 

From one kingdom to another people, 

'He permitted no one to do them 
wrong; 

Yes, "He rebuked kings for their sakes, 

Saying, “Do not touch My anointed 
ones, 

And do My prophets no harm.” 
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16 Moreover "He called for a famine in 
the land; 
He destroyed all the °provision of 
bread. 
17 pHe sent a man before them— 
Joseph—who “was sold as a slave. 


104:27 These all wait for You. All creation depends 
on the Creator for birth, life, and sustenance. Even 
death is controlled by the Sovereign One. 

104:31 May the Lorb rejoice in His works. The Lord 
considered His creation “good” from the beginning 
(Gen. 1:31), and His pleasure in it remains (Prov. 
8:30-31). 

105:5 Remember His marvelous works. The psalm- 
ist calls to memory what God did for His people in ful- 
fillment of the covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3; 
22:16-18). 

105:8 He remembers. The words of the original 
promise to Abraham set out the Lord’s obligation in 
strong terms (Gen. 12:1-3). 

105:13-15 went... rebuked kings for their sakes. 
The descendants of Abraham have more than once 
been strangers in a foreign land, but each time the 
Lord has preserved their identity as a people and has 
rescued them from destruction. He saved them from 


the hand of Pharaoh (Exodus), and from the Persians 
(Esther). Today, the Jews are again scattered, but 
even though many have forgotten their God, they 
still do not forget that they are Jews. God's miracu- 
lous preservation of the identity of His people indi- 
cates that He is not yet finished with them. 

105:17 Joseph. The story of Joseph’s life is told in 
Genesis 37-50. 
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656 # Psalm 105:18 
18 rThey hurt his feet with fetters, 
He was laid in irons. 
19 Until the time that his word came to 
pass, 
sThe word of the LorD tested him. 
20 tThe king sent and released him, 
The ruler of the people let him go free. 
21 uHe made him lord of his house, 
And ruler of all his possessions, 
22 To bind his princes at his pleasure, 
And teach his elders wisdom. 


23 vIsrael also came into Egypt, 
And Jacob dwelt win the land of Ham. 
24 xHe increased His people greatly, 
And made them stronger than their 
enemies. 
25 vHe turned their heart to hate His 
people, 
To deal craftily with His servants. 


26 zHe sent Moses His servant, 
And Aaron whom He had chosen. 
27 They “performed His signs among 
them, 
And wonders in the land of Ham. 
28 He sent darkness, and made it dark; 
And they did not rebel against His 
word. 
29 bHe turned their waters into blood, 
And killed their fish. 
30 cTheir land abounded with frogs, 
Even in the chambers of their kings. 
31 dHe spoke, and there came swarms of 
flies, 
And lice in all their territory. 
32 eHe gave them hail for rain, 
And flaming fire in their land. 
33 fHe struck their vines also, and their 
fig trees, 
And splintered the trees of their 
territory. 
34 sHe spoke, and locusts came, 
Young locusts without number, 
35 And ate up all the vegetation in their 
land, 
And devoured the fruit of their ground. 
36 hHe also destroyed all the firstborn in 
their land, 
iThe first of all their strength. 


37 jHe also brought them out with silver 
and gold, 
And there was none feeble among His 
tribes. 


38 kEgypt was glad when they departed, 
For the fear of them had fallen upon 
them. 
39 'He spread a cloud for a covering, 
And fire to give light in the night. 
40mThe people asked, and He brought quail, 
And "satisfied them with the bread of 
heaven. 
41 oHe opened the rock, and water gushed 
out; 
It ran in the dry places like a river. 


42 For He remembered PHis holy promise, 
And Abraham His servant. 

43 He brought out His people with joy, 
His chosen ones with gladness. 

44 aHe gave them the lands of the Gentiles, 
And they inherited the labor of the 

nations, 

45 rThat they might observe His statutes 

And keep His laws. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 106 


Joy in Forgiveness of Israel's Sins 
1 Praise the LORD! 


aQh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is 
good! 
For His mercy endures forever. 


2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the 
LORD? 
Who can declare all His praise? 
3 Blessed are those who keep justice, 
And he who does* righteousness at 
call times! 


4 dRemember me, O LORD, with the favor 
You have toward Your people. 
Oh, visit me with Your salvation, 
5 That I may see the benefit of Your 
chosen ones, 
That I may rejoice in the gladness of 
Your nation, 
That I may glory with Your inheritance. 


6 eWe have sinned with our fathers, 
We have committed iniquity, 
We have done wickedly. 


*106:3 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read those who do. 


105:26-36 He sent Moses. The full story of the 
Israelites’ slavery in Egypt and the plagues God sent 
upon the Egyptians is told in Exodus 1-11. 

105:44 gave them the lands of the Gentiles. \t is 
believed that this psalm may have been composed 
after the return from exile in Babylon. A celebration 
of God's gift of land would have been a tremendous 
source of encouragement to the people who had just 
returned to Israel. 

106:6 sinned with our fathers. |t is easy to point out 
the places where people have gone wrong in the past 
and to marvel at their stupidity and rebellion, but we 
have to point the finger at ourselves as well. 
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7 Our fathers in Egypt did not 
understand Your wonders; 
They did not remember the multitude 
of Your mercies, 
fBut rebelled by the sea—the Red Sea. 


8 Nevertheless He saved them for His 
name’s sake, 
That He might make His mighty 
power known. 
9 hHe rebuked the Red Sea also, and it 
dried up; 
So ‘He led them through the depths, 
As through the wilderness. 
10 He isaved them from the hand of him 
who hated them, 
And redeemed them from the hand of 
the enemy. 
11 kThe waters covered their enemies; 
There was not one of them left. 
12 [Then they believed His words; 
They sang His praise. 


13mThey soon forgot His works; 
They did not wait for His counsel, 
14 nBut lusted exceedingly in the 
wilderness, 
And tested God in the desert. 
15 oAnd He gave them their request, 
But Psent leanness into their soul. 


16 When ¢they envied Moses in the camp, 
And Aaron the saint of the LORD, 
17 rThe earth opened up and swallowed 
Dathan, 
And covered the faction of Abiram. 
18 sA fire was kindled in their company; 
The flame burned up the wicked. 


19 t(They made a calf in Horeb, 
And worshiped the molded image. 
20 Thus “they changed their glory 
Into the image of an ox that eats 
grass. 
21 They forgot God their Savior, 
Who had done great things in Egypt, 


Psalm 106:33 @ 657 


22, Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 
Awesome things by the Red Sea. 
23 vTherefore He said that He would 
destroy them, 
Had not Moses His chosen one “stood 
before Him in the breach, 
To turn away His wrath, lest He 
destroy them. 


24 Then they despised xthe pleasant 
land; 
They vdid not believe His word, 
25 zBut complained in their tents, 
And did not heed the voice of the 
LORD. 
26 aTherefore He raised His hand in an 
oath against them, 
>To overthrow them in the wilderness, 
27 cTo overthrow their descendants 
among the nations, 
And to scatter them in the lands. 


28 dThey joined themselves also to Baal of 
Peor, 
And ate sacrifices made to the dead. 
29 Thus they provoked Him to anger with 
their deeds, 
And the plague broke out among 
them. 
30 eThen Phinehas stood up and 
intervened, 
And the plague was stopped. 
31 And that was accounted to him ffor 
righteousness 
To all generations forevermore. 


32 sThey angered Him also at the waters 
of strife,* 
hSo that it went ill with Moses on 
account of them; 
33 iBecause they rebelled against His 
Spirit, 
So that he spoke rashly with his lips. 


* 106:32 Or Meribah 


106:12 Then they believed. The people had faith- 
lessly rebelled, but God graciously rescued them 
anyway, proving that His word is true and worth 
believing. 

106:13 They soon forgot. Faith which is only active 
in the face of abundant proof is weak and short-lived. 
106:15 He gave them their request. When the peo- 
ple rebelliously kept asking for their own desires, God 
finally let them have their own way—and also let 
them take the consequences. We don’t have to fear 
that we might accidentally pray for something wrong 
and then receive a bad gift from the Lord. Even when 
we pray wrongly, if our hearts are turned towards 
God, He will redirect our desires and teach us the 
better way (37:4). However, it is sin if we keep praying 
for something when we already know that He said 
no, and we may have to bear consequences that we 
never dreamed of. 

106:20 changed their glory. These words are 
echoed by Paul in Romans 1:22-23. 

106:24-25 They did not believe. The Old Testament 
books of Exodus and Joshua illustrate God’s plan of 
salvation. The first relates how Israel was brought 


out of the land of bondage, and the second describes 
how they were brought into the land of blessing. The 
wilderness route they traveled was of His choosing, 
but not the aimless wandering which followed. That 
sad 40-year episode was a direct result of their sin of 
unbelief. 

106:28 Baal of Peor. After Balaam was prevented 
from cursing the Israelites, he suggested that the 
Moabites could destroy the Israelites in another way, 
by leading them into sin against their God (Num. 25). 
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658 Psalm 106:34 
34 iThey did not destroy the peoples, 
kConcerning whom the LORD had 
commanded them, 
35 [But they mingled with the Gentiles 
And learned their works; 
36mThey served their idols, 
nWhich became a snare to them. 
37 oThey even sacrificed their sons 
And their daughters to »>demons, 
38 And shed innocent blood, 
The blood of their sons and daughters, 
Whom they sacrificed to the idols of 
Canaan; 
And ¢the land was polluted with blood. 
39 Thus they were defiled by their own 
works, 
And splayed the harlot by their own 
deeds. 


40 Therefore ‘the wrath of the LORD was 
kindled against His people, 
So that He abhorred “His own 
inheritance. 
41 And vHe gave them into the hand of 
the Gentiles, 
And those who hated them ruled over 
them. 
42 Their enemies also oppressed them, 
And they were brought into subjection 
under their hand. 
43 wMany times He delivered them; 
But they rebelled in their counsel, 
And were brought low for their iniquity. 


44 Nevertheless He regarded their 
affliction, 
When *He heard their cry; 
45 vAnd for their sake He remembered His 
covenant, 
And Zrelented ¢according to the 
multitude of His mercies. 
46 bHe also made them to be pitied 
By all those who carried them away 
captive. 


47 cSave us, O LORD our God, 
And gather us from among the Gentiles, 
To give thanks to Your holy name, 
To triumph in Your praise. 


48 dBlessed be the LORD God of Israel 
From everlasting to everlasting! 
And let all the people say, “Amen!” 


Praise the LORD! 


BOOK FIVE 
Psalms 107-150 


Psalm 107 


Thanksgiving to the Lorp for His 
Great Works of Deliverance 


1 Oh, ¢give thanks to the LORD, for He is 
good! 
For His mercy endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
Whom He has redeemed from the 
hand of the enemy, 
3 And >gathered out of the lands, 
From the east and from the west, 
From the north and from the south. 


4 They wandered in cthe wilderness ina 
desolate way; 
They found no city to dwell in. 
5 Hungry and thirsty, 
Their soul fainted in them. 
6 dThen they cried out to the LORD in 
their trouble, 
And He delivered them out of their 
distresses. 
7 And He led them forth by the ¢right 


way, 
That they might go to a city fora 
dwelling place. 
8 fOh, that men would give thanks to the 
LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the 
children of men! 
9 For #He satisfies the longing soul, 
And fills the hungry soul with 
goodness. 


10 Those who "sat in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, 
‘Bound in affliction and irons— 
11 Because they ‘rebelled against the 
words of God, 
And despised ’the counsel of the Most 
High, 
12 Therefore He brought down their 
heart with labor; 
They fell down, and there was 'none 
to help. 


106:34 destroy the peoples. If Israel had obeyed 
and the Canaanites had been driven out, the people 
might never have succumbed to the idolatry that 
marked their existence for hundreds of years. 

106:45 He remembered His covenant. God's wrath 
must always be seen in the context of His loyal love 
and His long forbearance. Even when the people 
brought down His wrath by their sins, He remained 
faithful to the covenant. 

107:1 His mercy endures forever. God's “loyal love” 
or “mercies” will never end. He is always willing to 
restore those who call on Him. 

107:9 He satisfies the longing soul. Only God can 
fulfill the spiritual longings of the human soul. 
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13° Then they cried out to the LORD in 
their trouble, 
And He saved them out of their 
distresses. 
14mHe brought them out of darkness and 
the shadow of death, 
And broke their chains in pieces. 
15 Oh, that men would give thanks to the 
LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the 
children of men! 
16 For He has "broken the gates of bronze, 
And cut the bars of iron in two. 


17 Fools, °because of their transgression, 
And because of their iniquities, were 
afflicted. 
18 pTheir soul abhorred all manner of food, 
And they ¢drew near to the gates of 
death. 
19 Then they cried out to the LORD in 
their trouble, 
And He saved them out of their 
distresses. 
20 rHe sent His word and shealed them, 
And ‘delivered them from their 
destructions. 
21 Oh, that men would give thanks to the 
LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the 
children of men! 
22 ul_et them sacrifice the sacrifices of 
thanksgiving, 
And vdeclare His works with rejoicing. 


23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, 
Who do business on great waters, 
24 They see the works of the LORD, 
And His wonders in the deep. 
25 For He commands and Vraises the 
stormy wind, 
Which lifts up the waves of the sea. 
26 They mount up to the heavens, 
They go down again to the depths; 
xTheir soul melts because of trouble. 
27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a 
drunken man, 
And are at their wits’ end. 
28 Then they cry out to the LORD in their 
trouble, 
And He brings them out of their 
distresses. 
29 vHe calms the storm, 
So that its waves are still. 
30 Then they are glad because they are 
quiet; 
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So He guides them to their desired 
haven. 
1 2Oh, that men would give thanks to the 
LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the 
children of men! 
32, Let them exalt Him also “in the 
assembly of the people, 
And praise Him in the company of the 
elders. 


33 He >turns rivers into a wilderness, 
And the watersprings into dry ground; 
4 A cfruitful land into barrenness, 
For the wickedness of those who dwell 
in it. 
35 dHe turns a wilderness into pools of 
water, 
And dry land into watersprings. 
36 There He makes the hungry dwell, 
That they may establish a city fora 
dwelling place, 
37. And sow fields and plant vineyards, 
That they may yield a fruitful harvest. 
38 eHe also blesses them, and they 
multiply greatly; 
And He does not let their cattle 
fdecrease. 


39 When they are ¢diminished and 
brought low 
Through oppression, affliction, and 
sorrow, 
9 hHe pours contempt on princes, 
And causes them to wander in the 
wilderness where there is no way; 
1 iYet He sets the poor on high, far from 
affliction, 
And imakes their families like a flock. 
42 kThe righteous see it and rejoice, 
And all ‘iniquity stops its mouth. 


43 mW hoever is wise will observe these 
things, 
And they will understand the 
lovingkindness of the LORD. 


ow 


ow 


> 


> 


Psalm 108 


Assurance of God's Victory 
over Enemies 
A Song. A Psalm of David. 
1 0 4God, my heart is steadfast; 


I will sing and give praise, even with 
my glory. 


107:17 Fools. This harsh word emphasizes moral fail- 
ure (Prov. 1:7; 15:5). These people deserved the trou- 
ble they suffered, yet they too may call upon the Lord, 
and He will deliver and restore them. 

107:33 He turns rivers into a wilderness. During the 
reign of King Ahab of the northern kingdom of Israel, 
God sentenced the land to three years of drought 
because of their Baal worship (1 Kin. 17:1-7). 

107:43 Whoever is wise. There is no wisdom apart 
from centering in on and responding to the love of 
God. The psalmist exhorts the readers to review 
God's history of delivering those in trouble and to 
praise His great love. 


108:title A Song. This psalm is actually a medley 
of two other psalms of David. Verses 1-5 are from 
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660 # Psalm 108:2 
2 bAwake, lute and harp! 
I will awaken the dawn. 
3 IT will praise You, O LORD, among the 
peoples, 
And I will sing praises to You among 
the nations. 
4 For Your mercy is great above the 
heavens, 
And Your truth reaches to the clouds. 


5 cBe exalted, O God, above the heavens, 
And Your glory above all the earth; 
6 dThat Your beloved may be delivered, 
Save with Your right hand, and 
hear me. 


7 God has spoken in His holiness: 
“T will rejoice; 
I will divide Shechem 
And measure out the Valley of 
Succoth. 
8 Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is Mine; 
Ephraim also is the helmet for My 
head; 
eJudah is My lawgiver. 
9 Moab is My washpot; 
Over Edom I will cast My shoe; 
Over Philistia I will triumph.” 


10 fWho will bring me into the strong 
city? 
Who will lead me to Edom? 
ll Js it not You, O God, who cast us off? 
And You, O God, who did not go out 
with our armies? 
12 Give us help from trouble, 
For the help of man is useless. 
13 Through God we will do valiantly, 
For it is He who shall tread down our 
enemies.* 


Psalm 109 


Plea for Judgment of False Accusers 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm 
of David. 


1 Doé4 not keep silent, 
O God of my praise! 


2 For the mouth of the wicked and the 
mouth of the deceitful 
Have opened against me; 
They have spoken against me witha 
blying tongue. 
3 They have also surrounded me with 
words of hatred, 
And fought against me ‘without a 
cause. 
4 In return for my love they are my 
accusers, 
But I give myself to prayer. 
5 Thus ¢they have rewarded me evil for 
good, 
And hatred for my love. 


6 Set a wicked man over him, 
And let ¢an accuser* stand at his right 
hand. 
7 When he is judged, let him be found 
guilty, 
And flet his prayer become sin. 
8 Let his days be £few, 
And "let another take his office. 
9 iLet his children be fatherless, 
And his wife a widow. 
10 Let his children continually be 
vagabonds, and beg; 
Let them seek their bread* also from 
their desolate places. 
ll iLet the creditor seize all that he has, 
And let strangers plunder his labor. 
12 Let there be none to extend mercy to 
him, 
Nor let there be any to favor his 
fatherless children. 
13 kLet his posterity be cut off, 
And in the generation following let 
their ‘name be blotted out. 


4mLet the iniquity of his fathers be 
remembered before the LORD, 
And let not the sin of his mother "be 
blotted out. 
15 Let them be continually before the 
LORD, 


* 108:13 Compare verses 6-13 with 60:5-12 
*109:6 Hebrew satan *109:10 Following Mas- 
oretic Text and Targum; Septuagint and Vulgate 
read be cast out. 


57:7-11, and verses 6-13 are from 60:5-12. David 
is the author of both of these psalms, and 108 is 
attributed to him as well, even though the arrange- 
ment may have been someone else's. 

108:7 | will rejoice. The remarkable fact about these 
words is that they are spoken by God. The Lord has 
pleasure in delivering His people and giving them 
victory. He celebrates His deliverance of them. 

109:8 Jet another take his office. These words 
(along with 69:25) are quoted in Acts 1:20 as having 
been fulfilled in the replacement of Judas Iscariot. 
109:9 fatherless ... a widow. The curses that the 
psalmist wants to call down on his enemies seem very 
harsh and unforgiving. It is hard to understand how 
we should take this kind of language, in the face of 
Christ's teaching about loving our enemies and doing 
good to those who hurt us. However, two important 


points are clear: the psalmist left vengeance in the 
hands of the Lord, and he also clearly understood 
the reality of wickedness. We must remember that 
forgiveness is not saying, “It wasn’t really bad.” True 
forgiveness does not pretend that sin did not hap- 
pen; it recognizes evil, and then releases the desire 
for vengeance into God’s hands. God has promised 
that He will judge the wicked in the end. 
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That He may °cut off the memory of 
them from the earth; 
16 Because he did not remember to show 
mercy, 
But persecuted the poor and needy 
man, 
That he might even slay the »broken 
in heart. 
17 aAs he loved cursing, so let it come to 
him; 
As he did not delight in blessing, so let 
it be far from him. 
18 As he clothed himself with cursing as 
with his garment, 
So let it "enter his body like water, 
And like oil into his bones. 
19 Let it be to him like the garment which 
covers him, 
And for a belt with which he girds 
himself continually. 
20 Let this be the LORD’s reward to my 
accusers, 
And to those who speak evil against 
my person. 


21 But You, O GoD the Lord, 
Deal with me for Your name’s sake; 
Because Your mercy is good, 
deliver me. 
22 For Iam poor and needy, 
And my heart is wounded within me. 
23 Tam gone slike a shadow when it 
lengthens; 
I am shaken off like a locust. 
24 My 'knees are weak through fasting, 
And my flesh is feeble from lack of 
fatness. 
25 J also have become “a reproach to 
them; 
When they look at me, vthey shake 
their heads. 


26 Help me, O LORD my God! 
Oh, save me according to Your mercy, 
27 wThat they may know that this is Your 
hand— 


Psalm 110:4 @ 661 


That You, LORD, have done it! 
28 xLet them curse, but You bless; 
When they arise, let them be 
ashamed, 
But let Your servant rejoice. 
29 zLet my accusers be clothed with 
shame, 
And let them cover themselves with 
their own disgrace as witha 
mantle. 


30 T will greatly praise the LORD with my 
mouth; 
Yes, “I will praise Him among the 
multitude. 
31 For >He shall stand at the right hand of 
the poor, 
To save him from those who condemn 
him. 


Psalm 110 


Announcement of the Messiah’s 
Reign 
A Psalm of David. 


1 The 4LorD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Till Imake Your enemies Your 
footstool.” 
2 The LORD shall send the rod of Your 
strength cout of Zion. 
4Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 


3 eYour people shall be volunteers 
In the day of Your power; 
fIn the beauties of holiness, from the 
womb of the morning, 
You have the dew of Your youth. 
4 The LORD has sworn 
And £will not relent, 
“You are a "priest forever 
According to the order of 
iMelchizedek.” 


109:27 That they may know. Even in the psalmist's 
intense emotional state, he wants to see the name of 
God defended, proclaimed, and honored. 

110:1 The Lorp. “LorD” is the translation of the 
Hebrew name Yahweh (I AM) and refers to God the 
Father. According to Jesus’ interpretation of the pas- 
sage (Matt. 22:41—45; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44), 
the second “Lord” is a reference to the Son of God in 
heaven in the presence of the Father. David himself 
confesses the Son to be his Lord—that is, his master 
or sovereign. at My right hand. This position of high 
honor beside the Father was given to the Savior upon 
His resurrection and ascension (Acts 2:33-36; 1 Cor. 
15:20-28; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:13). The Savior placing His 
feet on His foes depicts the utter defeat of the ene- 
mies of Christ (1 Cor. 15:25—26; Eph. 1:22-23). 

110:3 In the beauties of holiness. This description of 
the people who join the King in His great battle fits 
with Revelation 19:14. 

110:4 a priest. God is seen appointing the coming 
Messiah to be a priest (Heb. 7). This was a source of 
confusion for Jews, as demonstrated by the questions 


that the New Testament Jews had about the Messiah. 
Some Dead Sea Scrolls give evidence that more than 
one Messiah was anticipated. According to Scripture, 
the Messiah would be a descendant of David (Is. 9:7), 
but this prophecy presents Him as a priest. This might 
seem to be a contradiction because true priests had 
to be descendants of Aaron, but the Messiah is pre- 
sented as a priest by divine declaration rather than 
human descent. Melchizedek. Melchizedek is first 
mentioned in Genesis 14:18—20. He was a true priest 
of the Most High God, unrelated to Abraham and 
iving hundreds of years before Aaron. He became a 
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662 @ Psalm 110:5 
5 The Lord is iat Your right hand; 
He shall execute kings ’in the day of 
His wrath. 
6 He shall judge among the nations, 
He shall fill the places with dead 
bodies, 
'He shall execute the heads of many 
countries. 
7 He shall drink of the brook by the 
wayside; 
mTherefore He shall lift up the head. 


Psalm 111 


Praise to God for His Faithfulness 
and Justice 


1 Praise the LORD! 


4] will praise the LORD with my whole 
heart, 
In the assembly of the upright and in 
the congregation. 


2 bThe works of the LORD are great, 
cStudied by all who have pleasure in 
them. 
3 His work is ¢honorable and glorious, 
And His righteousness endures 
forever. 
4 He has made His wonderful works to 
be remembered; 
eThe LorRD is gracious and full of 
compassion. 
5 He has given food to those who fear 
Him; 
He will ever be mindful of His 
covenant. 
6 He has declared to His people the 
power of His works, 
In giving them the heritage of the 
nations. 


7 The works of His hands are ‘verity and 
justice; 
All His precepts are sure. 
8 sThey stand fast forever and ever, 
And are *done in truth and 
uprightness. 
9 iHe has sent redemption to His people; 


He has commanded His covenant 
forever: 
iHoly and awesome is His name. 


10 kThe fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom; 
A good understanding have all those 
who do His commandments. 
His praise endures forever. 


Psalm 112 


The Blessed State of the Righteous 
1 Praise the LORD! 


Blessed is the man who fears the 
LORD, 

Who 4delights greatly in His 
commandments. 


2 bHis descendants will be mighty on 
earth; 
The generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 
3 cWealth and riches will be in his house, 
And his righteousness endures 
forever. 
4 dUnto the upright there arises light in 
the darkness; 
He is gracious, and full of compassion, 
and righteous. 
5 eA good man deals graciously and 
lends; 
He will guide his affairs fwith 
discretion. 
Surely he will never be shaken; 
The righteous will be in everlasting 
remembrance. 
7 hHe will not be afraid of evil tidings; 
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the 
LORD. 
His ‘heart is established; 
iHe will not be afraid, 
Until he ®sees his desire upon his 
enemies. 


9 He has dispersed abroad, 
He has given to the poor; 
His righteousness endures forever; 
His horn will be exalted with honor. 


prototype of the Messiah, whose priesthood was not 
based on connection with the line of Aaron but was 
by divine decree (Heb. 5:5-11; 6:20; 7:1-28). 

111:1 Praise the Lorb. This translates the Hebrew 
word hallelujah. 

111:9 redemption. The psalmists constantly look 
back to the Exodus, but they also speak of that which 
was still to come—the redemption of mankind 
through the Messiah. 

111:10 fear of the Lorb. The fear of the Lord describes 
an obedient response of wonder and awe before the 
Most High God. 

112:1 Praise the Lorp. Like Psalm 111, this psalm 
begins with the Hebrew word “hallelujah.” It then 
picks up where Psalm 111 left off. Blessed. This word, 
meaning “manifestly happy,” is the same word which 
begins the Book of Psalms. 


112:2 His descendants will be mighty. Compare the 
blessings of this psalm with the curses placed on the 
wicked in 109:6-13. 

112:9 given to the poor. The gracious and com- 
passionate nature of God is also seen in His people, 
especially in their acts of benevolence toward the 
poor. The poor are the materially destitute and 
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10 The wicked will see it and be 
grieved; 
He will gnash his teeth and melt 
away; 
The desire of the wicked shall 
perish. 


Psalm 113 


The Majesty and Condescension 
of God 


1 Praise the LORD! 


aPraise, O servants of the LORD, 
Praise the name of the LORD! 
2 bBlessed be the name of the LORD 
From this time forth and forevermore! 
3 cFrom the rising of the sun to its going 
down 
The LorD’s name is to be praised. 


4 The LorD is ¢high above all nations, 
eHis glory above the heavens. 
5 fWho is like the LORD our God, 
Who dwells on high, 
6 gWho humbles Himself to behold 
The things that are in the heavens and 
in the earth? 


7 hHe raises the poor out of the dust, 
And lifts the ‘needy out of the ash 
heap, 
8 That He may jseat him with 
princes— 
With the princes of His people. 
9 kHe grants the barren woman a home, 
Like a joyful mother of children. 


Praise the LORD! 
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Psalm 114 


The Power of God in His 
Deliverance of Israel 


1 When 2Israel went out of Egypt, 
The house of Jacob ’from a people of 
strange language, 
2 cJudah became His sanctuary, 
And Israel His dominion. 


3 dThe sea saw it and fled; 
eJordan turned back. 
4 fThe mountains skipped like rams, 
The little hills like lambs. 
5 ¢What ails you, O sea, that you 
fled? 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
6 O mountains, that you skipped like 
rams? 
O little hills, like lambs? 


7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of 
the Lord, 
At the presence of the God of 
Jacob, 
8 hWho turned the rock into a pool of 
water, 
The flint into a fountain of waters. 


Psalm 115 


The Futility of Idols and the 
Trustworthiness of God 


1 Not ¢unto us, O LORD, not unto us, 
But to Your name give glory, 
Because of Your mercy, 

Because of Your truth. 


helpless segments of society—widows, orphans, 
and aliens—whose rights are more easily violated. 
Scripture tells us that giving to the poor is lending to 
the Lord and will be repaid by the Lord (Prov. 19:17). 
To give freely to the poor literally means “to scatter” 
God's gifts, which suggests that the poor will be pro- 
vided for and that abundance will come to the giver 
as well (2 Cor. 9:8-9). His horn. The horn is a symbol 
of power. When used for a righteous person, it speaks 
of prominence and a lasting sense of worth in his or 
her life. 

113:1 Praise the Lorp. This psalm of descriptive 
praise begins and ends with the Hebrew word “halle- 
lujah.” This psalm, along with Psalm 114, is tradition- 
ally read before the Passover meal. 

113:2 the name of the Loro. |n biblical times there 
was a close association between a person’s name 
and identity. Praising the name of God centers one’s 
thoughts on His character. 

113:4 high above all nations. Unlike the manmade 
gods of the ancient Middle East, the Lord is not 
limited to a certain tribe or territory. Not only is He 
supreme over all nations, but His glory cannot be con- 
tained in the universe. 

113:6 humbles Himself. God is not some far distant 
deity who set the world in motion and then went 
about His business. Instead, He is deeply involved 


in the lives of the people He created and loves us so 
much that He came down from His high position to 
save us (Phil. 2:5—9). 

113:9 barren woman. \|n that time and culture, a 
barren woman was without significance and without 
joy. The joy of a barren woman who has been given 
children is a picture of the joy we receive when God 
stoops down to touch us. 

114:1 out of Egypt. This psalm recalling the salvation 
of Israel from Egypt is traditionally read along with 
Psalm 113 before the Passover meal. 

114:2 Judah became His sanctuary. This verse antic- 
ipates the New Testament sense of God living among 
His people (Ezek. 37:26-27; 2 Cor. 6:16—18). 

115:1 to Your name give glory. This community 
psalm of praise focuses on the glory of the Lord in 
the salvation of His people. It is one of the Passover 
psalms (115-118; 136), traditionally read or sung after 
the Passover meal. 
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664 @ Psalm 115:2 
2 Why should the Gentiles say, 
b“So where is their God?” 


3 cBut our God is in heaven; 
He does whatever He pleases. 
4 dTheir idols are silver and gold, 
The work of men’s hands. 
5 They have mouths, but they do not 
speak; 
Eyes they have, but they do not see; 
6 They have ears, but they do not hear; 
Noses they have, but they do not 
smell; 
7 They have hands, but they do not 
handle; 
Feet they have, but they do not walk; 
Nor do they mutter through their 
throat. 
8 eThose who make them are like them; 
So is everyone who trusts in them. 


9 fO Israel, trust in the LORD; 
8He is their help and their shield. 
10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD; 
He is their help and their shield. 
11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the 
LORD; 
He is their help and their shield. 


12 The LORD has been mindful of us; 
He will bless us; 
He will bless the house of Israel; 
He will bless the house of Aaron. 
13 hHe will bless those who fear the LORD, 
Both small and great. 


14 May the LorD give you increase more 
and more, 
You and your children. 
15 May you be ‘blessed by the LorD, 
iWho made heaven and earth. 


16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the 
LORD’s; 
But the earth He has given to the 
children of men. 
17 kThe dead do not praise the LORD, 
Nor any who go down into silence. 
18 [But we will bless the LORD 
From this time forth and 
forevermore. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 116 
Thanksgiving for Deliverance 
from Death 
1 J 4love the LORD, because He has 
heard 


My voice and my supplications. 
2 Because He has inclined His ear 
to me, 
Therefore I will call upon Him as long 
as I live. 


3 bThe pains of death surrounded me, 
And the pangs of Sheol laid hold of 
me; 
I found trouble and sorrow. 
4 Then I called upon the name of the 
LORD: 
“O LORD, I implore You, deliver my 
soul!” 


5 cGracious is the LORD, and 4righteous; 
Yes, our God is merciful. 
6 The LORD preserves the simple; 
I was brought low, and He saved me. 
7 Return to your rest, O my soul, 
For fthe LORD has dealt bountifully 
with you. 


8 For You have delivered my soul from 
death, 
My eyes from tears, 
And my feet from falling. 
9 Iwill walk before the LORD 
hIn the land of the living. 
10 i] believed, therefore I spoke, 
“Tam greatly afflicted.” 
ll i] said in my haste, 
R“All men are liars.” 


12 What shall I render to the LORD 
For all His benefits toward me? 
13 J will take up the cup of salvation, 
And call upon the name of the 
LORD. 
14 I] will pay my vows to the LORD 
Now in the presence of all His 
people. 


15mPrecious in the sight of the LORD 
Is the death of His saints. 


115:4-8 idols. Like the prophets (Is. 40:18—20; Jer. 
10:1-10), the psalms are derisive toward the idols of 
the nations. 

115:18 Praise the Lorp. Many of the Passover psalms 
(115-117) conclude with the Hebrew word “hallelu- 
jah.” 

116:1 | love the Lorb. This messianic psalm is one 
of the Passover psalms (113-118). It was probably 
recited by Jesus on the night of His arrest, the night 
He celebrated the Passover with His disciples (Luke 
22:15). 

116:3 pains of death. These words point prophet- 
ically to the Savior's anguish on the cross (Matt. 
27:27-35). 

116:10 | believed, therefore | spoke. This belief 
is the hope of eternal life articulated in verse 9. 
Paul quotes this verse (translated “I believed, and 


therefore | spoke”) as proof of the scriptural hope of 
the resurrection (2 Cor. 4:13). 

116:13 the cup of salvation. This psalm is tradition- 
ally read after the Passover meal, following the third 
cup of wine, called the cup of salvation. How appro- 
priate that this Passover psalm would call to mind 
God's cup of salvation the very night that the Savior 
was betrayed (Matt. 26:27; Luke 22:14-22). 
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16 OQ LORD, truly "I am Your servant; 
Iam Your servant, °the son of Your 
maidservant; 
You have loosed my bonds. 
17 | will offer to You Pthe sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, 
And will call upon the name of the 
LORD. 


18 [| will pay my vows to the LORD 
Now in the presence of all His 
people, 
19 Jn the ¢courts of the LORD’s house, 
In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 117 


Let All Peoples Praise the LorD 


1 Praise “the LORD, all you Gentiles! 
Laud Him, all you peoples! 
2 For His merciful kindness is great 
toward us, 
And °the truth of the LORD endures 
forever. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 118 


Praise to God for His Everlasting 
Mercy 


1 Oh, @give thanks to the LORD, for He is 
good! 
>For His mercy endures forever. 


2 cLet Israel now say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
3 Let the house of Aaron now say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
4 Let those who fear the LORD now 
Say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 


5 d] called on the LORD in distress; 
The LORD answered me and @set me in 
a broad place. 


Psalm 118:19 @ 665 


6 fThe LORD is on my side; 
I will not fear. 
What can man do to me? 
7 The LorD is for me among those who 
help me; 
Therefore "J shall see my desire on 
those who hate me. 
8 i]t is better to trust in the LORD 
Than to put confidence in man. 
9 iJt is better to trust in the LORD 
Than to put confidence in princes. 


10 All nations surrounded me, 
But in the name of the LORD I will 
destroy them. 
ll They surrounded me, 
Yes, they surrounded me; 
But in the name of the LORD I will 
destroy them. 
12 They surrounded me ‘like bees; 
They were quenched “like a fire of 
thorns; 
For in the name of the LORD I will 
destroy them. 
13 You pushed me violently, that I might 
fall, 
But the LORD helped me. 
14 nThe LORD is my strength and 
song, 
And He has become my salvation.* 


15 The voice of rejoicing and 
salvation 
Is in the tents of the righteous; 
The right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly. 
oThe right hand of the LORD is 
exalted; 
The right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly. 
»] shall not die, but live, 
And declare the works of the 
LORD. 
18 The LORD has "chastened me 
severely, 
But He has not given me over to 
death. 


5 sOpen to me the gates of 
righteousness; 


_ 
a 


_ 
o 


_ 


* 118:14 Compare Exodus 15:2 


118:1 give thanks. This is the climax of the group of 
psalms called the Passover psalms. These psalms were 
probably sung by Jesus on the night before His death. 
118:2 His mercy endures forever. This refrain praises 
God's loyal, merciful, covenant love throughout the 
psalm. 

118:9 put confidence in princes. Although relying 
on other people is part of living, our ultimate trust 
can only be placed in the Lord God. Even powerful 
rulers are limited by their own mortality (146:3). 
118:13 the LorpD helped me. Compare this to Paul’s 
words in 2 Timothy 4:17-18. Deliverance always 
comes from God. 

118:14 my strength and song. These words are a 
quotation from “the Song of Moses” (Ex. 15:2); they 
are also quoted in Isaiah 12:2. The God who delivered 


the Israelites by dividing the waters of the Red Sea 
was ready to deliver the psalmist from trouble. 
118:19 Open to me the gates of righteousness. The 
poet draws on the wording and imagery of Psalm 24. 
There is only One who can enter the gates of the Lord 
of His own accord—Jesus, the perfect King of glory. 
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116:17? Lev. 


666 & Psalm 118:20 
I will go through them, 
And I will praise the LORD. 
20 tThis is the gate of the LORD, 
uThrough which the righteous shall 
enter. 


21 | will praise You, 
For You have vanswered me, 
And have become my salvation. 


22wThe stone which the builders 
rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This was the LORD’s doing; 
It is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day the LORD has made; 
We will rejoice and be glad in it. 


25 Save now, I pray, O LORD; 
O LorD, I pray, send now 
prosperity. 
26 xBlessed is he who comes in the name 
of the LoRD! 
We have blessed you from the house of 
the LORD. 
27 God is the LORD, 
And He has given us *light; 
Bind the sacrifice with cords to the 
horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will praise 
You; 
zYou are my God, I will exalt You. 
29 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is 


good! 
For His mercy endures forever. 


Psalm 119 


Meditations on the Excellencies of 
the Word of God 


S ALEPH 
1 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 
aWho walk in the law of the LoRD! 
2 Blessed are those who keep His 
testimonies, 
Who seek Him with the whole heart! 
3 cThey also do no iniquity; 
They walk in His ways. 
4 You have commanded us 
To keep Your precepts diligently. 
5 Oh, that my ways were directed 
To keep Your statutes! 
6 dThen I would not be ashamed, 
When I look into all Your 
commandments. 
7 I will praise You with uprightness of 
heart, 
When I learn Your righteous 
judgments. 
8 I will keep Your statutes; 
Oh, do not forsake me utterly! 


| BETH 
9 How can a young man cleanse his 
way? 
By taking heed according to Your 
word. 


118:20 gate of the Lorb. The literal reference may be 
to the gate of Jerusalem, the city of God—or even to 
a gate of the temple. Jesus declared that He was the 
gate or door leading to salvation (John 10:9). 

118:22 the chief cornerstone. The potent imagery of 
this verse depicts Jesus’ rejection by many (Is. 53:3; 
Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22; 17:25). Jesus elaborated on this 
prophetic verse with the parable of the vineyard 
owner. In this parable, the rejection included the 
murder of the owner’s son—a reference to God's 
only Son (Mark 12:1-12). But, even though the Savior 
was rejected, He was elevated to the right hand of 
God (Acts 7:56). The cross, the symbol of Jesus’ rejec- 
tion, has become the symbol of our salvation (1 Cor. 
1:18; Heb. 12:2). 

118:25 Save now. These words are familiar to us in 
the transliteration of the Hebrew word “hosanna.” 
The words are so significant that, if the people had 
not shouted them aloud (Matt. 21:16) when Jesus 
entered Jerusalem, the stones would have had to 
shout them (Luke 19:40). 

118:26 Blessed is he who comes. These are the very 
words that the people used to bless Jesus as He rode 
into Jerusalem the week before the Passover (Matt. 
21:9; Mark 11:9; Luke 19:38). 

119:1 Blessed are the undefiled. This very lengthy 
poem is an acrostic. For each of the 22 consonants in 
the Hebrew alphabet, there are eight verses begin- 
ning with that letter. Within the psalm, eight words 
for God's law occur again and again: law, testimonies, 
promise, precepts, statutes, commandments, judg- 
ments, word. These words elaborate the application 
of the law of God to daily life and to Israel’s destiny. 


the law of the Lorb. The Hebrew word torah, trans- 
lated “law,” basically means “instruction” or “direc- 
tion.” Broadly, it refers to all God's instructions from 
Moses to the prophets. More strictly, it refers to the 
first five books of the Old Testament. The law was 
never designed as a means of salvation; no one could 
be saved by keeping it. Instead, the law was the 
means for the Israelites to learn how to live as God's 
holy people. The psalmists consistently describe the 
law of God as a great blessing, for it was God's gra- 
cious revelation to His people for their own good 
(Deut. 6:1-3). In the law, God mercifully pointed out 
the right path to follow. Only mistaken legalistic 
interpretations of the law prompted the negative 
statements in the New Testament. 

119:9-11 Your word. The Lord designs that His Word 
should bring purity (v. 9), security (v. 23), freedom (v. 
45), hope (v. 49), life (v. 50), light (v. 105), and peace 
(v. 165). 

119:9 God’s Word Cleanses—One of the pieces 
of furniture in the Old Testament tabernacle was 
called the bronze laver (Ex. 38:8). It was a huge 
upright bronze bowl filled with water, resting upon 
a pedestal. The priests would often stop at this laver 
to perform their ritualistic cleansings. The Word of 
God is like this laver. Only the Word can remove the 
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10 =With my whole heart I have ¢sought 
You; 
Oh, let me not wander from Your 
commandments! 
ll fYour word I have hidden in my 
heart, 
That I might not sin against You. 
12 Blessed are You, O LORD! 
Teach me Your statutes. 
13° With my lips I have ¢declared 
All the judgments of Your mouth. 
4 Thave rejoiced in the way of Your 
testimonies, 
As much as in all riches. 
15 will meditate on Your precepts, 
And contemplate Your ways. 
16 J will "delight myself in Your 
statutes; 
I will not forget Your word. 


3 GIMEL 
17 iDeal bountifully with Your servant, 
That I may live and keep Your word. 
18 Open my eyes, that I may see 
Wondrous things from Your law. 
19 il amastranger in the earth; 
Do not hide Your commandments 
from me. 
20 kMy soul breaks with longing 
For Your judgments at all times. 
21 You rebuke the proud—the cursed, 
Who stray from Your 
commandments. 
22. lRemove from me reproach and 
contempt, 
For I have kept Your testimonies. 
23 Princes also sit and speak against 
me, 
But Your servant meditates on Your 
statutes. 
24 Your testimonies also are my 
delight 
And my counselors. 


Psalm 119:37. @ 667 
‘T DALETH 
25 mMy soul clings to the dust; 
nRevive me according to Your word. 
26 T have declared my ways, and You 
answered me; 
°Teach me Your statutes. 
27 Make me understand the way of Your 
precepts; 
So Pshall I meditate on Your 
wonderful works. 
28 aMy soul melts from heaviness; 
Strengthen me according to Your 
word. 
29 Remove from me the way of lying, 
And grant me Your law graciously. 
30 T have chosen the way of truth; 
Your judgments I have laid 
before me. 
31 I cling to Your testimonies; 
O LoRD, do not put me to shame! 
32, | will run the course of Your 


commandments, 
For You shall "enlarge my heart. 
iT HE 
33 sTeach me, O LORD, the way of Your 
statutes, 


And I shall keep it to the end. 
34 tGive me understanding, and I shall 
keep Your law; 
Indeed, I shall observe it with my 
whole heart. 
35 Make me walk in the path of Your 
commandments, 
For I delight in it. 
36 = Incline my heart to Your testimonies, 
And not to “covetousness. 
37 vTurn away my eyes from “looking at 
worthless things, 
And revive me in Your way.* 


* 119:37 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; Targum reads Your words. 


filth and dirt from our hearts (1 Pet. 1:22) just as the 
bronze laver removed the physical impurities from 
the priests. 

How can the Bible cleanse us? It can cleanse us 
from wrong thoughts (Ps. 19:12; 51:10; Phil. 4:8—9). It 
can help eliminate fear (Judg. 1:9). It can cleanse us 
from wrong actions (1 John 1:9). Jesus directly prom- 
ises all this: “You are already clean because of the 
word which I have spoken to you” John 15:3). 

119:11 Memorizing Scripture—The Bible recog- 
nizes the importance of Scripture memorization. By 
memorizing the Word, we have access to it no matter 
where we are or what our circumstances. The follow- 
ing benefits can be cited: 

+ It keeps us from sinning (Ps. 119:11). 

«It provides comfort in times of trouble (Ps. 

119:52,92). 

+ It provides daily sustenance for the spiritual life 

(Deut. 8:3). 

+ It provides continual and ready guidance in all the 

situations of life (Prov. 6:20—23). 

«It provides the basis for formal and informal 

instruction of children (Deut. 6:6-7). 

119:16 statutes. The Hebrew word translated 


“statutes” refers to something marked out as a 
boundary, something inscribed or engraved. Hence 
the word speaks of the permanence of the law, which 
God Himself had engraved in stone (Ex. 24:12). The 
same word is often translated “decree” (2:7). 

119:22 testimonies. The Hebrew word translated 
“testimonies” is derived from the verb meaning “to 
witness” or “to testify.” It refers to the Ten Command- 
ments, called the “two tablets of the Testimony” 
(Ex. 31:18). The commandments were a testimony 
because they were a witness to the Israelites of their 
faithfulness or unfaithfulness to the covenant (Deut. 
31:26). 

119:37 Your way. The will of God is like a path leading 
to life; His ways are a reflection of His good character. 
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119:13 9 Ps. 


668 


Psalm 119:38 


38 xEstablish Your word to Your servant, 


39 


40 


Who is devoted to fearing You. 

Turn away my reproach which I 
dread, 

For Your judgments are good. 

Behold, I long for Your precepts; 

Revive me in Your righteousness. 


 waw 


41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


Let Your mercies come also to me, 
O LoRD— 

Your salvation according to Your 
word. 

So shall I have an answer for him 
who reproaches me, 

For I trust in Your word. 

And take not the word of truth 
utterly out of my mouth, 

For I have hoped in Your ordinances. 

So shall I keep Your law continually, 

Forever and ever. 

And I will walk at “liberty, 

For I seek Your precepts. 

z] will speak of Your testimonies also 

before kings, 

And will not be ashamed. 

And I will delight myself in Your 
commandments, 

Which I love. 

My hands also I will lift up to Your 
commandments, 

Which I love, 

And IJ will meditate on Your statutes. 


T ZAYIN 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


Remember the word to Your servant, 

Upon which You have caused me to 
hope. 

This is my «comfort in my affliction, 

For Your word has given me life. 

The proud have me in great derision, 

Yet I do not turn aside from Your law. 

Iremembered Your judgments of old, 
O LorRD, 

And have comforted myself. 

bIndignation has taken hold of me 

Because of the wicked, who forsake 
Your law. 

Your statutes have been my songs 

In the house of my pilgrimage. 

cl remember Your name in the night, 

O LorRD, 

And I keep Your law. 

This has become mine, 

Because I kept Your precepts. 


TT HETH 


57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


4You are my portion, O LORD; 
Ihave said that I would keep Your 
words. 
ITentreated Your favor with my whole 
heart; 
Be merciful to me according to Your 
word. 
I ¢thought about my ways, 
And turned my feet to Your 
testimonies. 
I made haste, and did not delay 
To keep Your commandments. 
The cords of the wicked have bound 
me, 
But Ihave not forgotten Your law. 
fAt midnight I will rise to give thanks 
to You, 
Because of Your righteous 
judgments. 
Tama companion of all who fear 
You, 
And of those who keep Your 
precepts. 
The earth, O LORD, is full of Your 
mercy; 
Teach me Your statutes. 


0 TETH 


65 


66 


71 


You have dealt well with Your 
servant, 

O LorD, according to Your word. 

Teach me good judgment and 
hknowledge, 

For I believe Your commandments. 

Before I was ‘afflicted I went astray, 

But now I keep Your word. 

You are igood, and do good; 

Teach me Your statutes. 

The proud have “forged a lie against 


me, 
But I will keep Your precepts with 
my whole heart. 
'Their heart is as fat as grease, 
But I delight in Your law. 
It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted, 
That I may learn Your statutes. 
mThe law of Your mouth is better to me 
Than thousands of coins of gold and 
silver. 


> Yop 


73 


nYour hands have made me and 
fashioned me; 


119:45 at liberty. Many think of laws, instructions, 
and commandments as limiting and restricting, but 
the law of God paradoxically frees us. It frees us from 
sin (v. 133) and gives us the peace that comes from 
following the Lord’s instructions (v. 165). 

119:56 precepts. This Hebrew word means “an 


appointed thing, 


nu, 


‘something for which one is 


given charge.” The word has the same idea as “com- 
mandment” for both words assume that the One 
who commands has the authority to take charge or 
appoint (v. 4). 


119:70 delight. This is not the delight of a passive 
observer, but the delight of a disciple who has staked 
his life and security on a cause or principle. 
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Give me understanding, that I may 
learn Your commandments. 
74 oThose who fear You will be glad 
when they see me, 
Because I have hoped in Your word. 
7 know, O LorD, ?that Your 
judgments are right, 
And that in faithfulness You have 
afflicted me. 
7 ~=6Let, Ipray, Your merciful kindness 
be for my comfort, 
According to Your word to Your 
servant. 
77 Let Your tender mercies come to me, 
that I may live; 
For Your law is my delight. 
78 Let the proud “be ashamed, 
For they treated me wrongfully with 
falsehood; 
But I will meditate on Your 
precepts. 
79 Let those who fear You turn to me, 
Those who know Your testimonies. 
80 Let my heart be blameless regarding 
Your statutes, 
That I may not be ashamed. 


> KAPH 
81 rMy soul faints for Your salvation, 
But I hope in Your word. 
82 My eyes fail from searching Your 
word, 
Saying, “When will You comfort 
me?” 
83 For sI have become like a wineskin in 
smoke, 
Yet I do not forget Your statutes. 
84 tHow many are the days of Your 
servant? 
uWhen will You execute judgment on 
those who persecute me? 
85 vThe proud have dug pits for me, 
Which is not according to Your law. 
86 = All Your commandments are faithful; 
They persecute me “wrongfully; 
Help me! 
87 They almost made an end of me on 
earth, 
But I did not forsake Your precepts. 
88 Revive me according to Your 
lovingkindness, 
So that I may keep the testimony of 
Your mouth. 


5 LAMED 
89 xForever, O LORD, 
Your word is settled in heaven. 


Psalm 119:107 @ 669 


90 Your faithfulness endures to all 
generations; 
You established the earth, and it 
abides. 
91 They continue this day according to 
yYour ordinances, 
For all are Your servants. 
92 Unless Your law had been my 
delight, 
I would then have perished in my 
affliction. 
93 will never forget Your precepts, 
For by them You have given me life. 
94 Iam Yours, save me; 
For I have sought Your precepts. 
95 The wicked wait for me to destroy me, 
But I will consider Your testimonies. 
96 2] have seen the consummation of all 
perfection, 
But Your commandment is 
exceedingly broad. 


2 Mem 
97 Oh, how I love Your law! 
aJt is my meditation all the day. 

98 You, through Your commandments, 
make me wiser than my 
enemies; 

For they are ever with me. 

99 Jhave more understanding than all 

my teachers, 
cFor Your testimonies are my 
meditation. 

100 da] understand more than the ancients, 

Because I keep Your precepts. 

101. [have restrained my feet from every 
evil way, 

That I may keep Your word. 

102. J have not departed from Your 
judgments, 

For You Yourself have taught me. 

103 eHow sweet are Your words to my 
taste, 

Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

104 Through Your precepts I get 
understanding; 

Therefore I hate every false way. 


J NUN 
105 fYour word is a lamp to my feet 
And a light to my path. 
106 es] have sworn and confirmed 
That I will keep Your righteous 
judgments. 
107 | am afflicted very much; 
Revive me, O LorD, according to 
Your word. 


119:82 Your word. The Hebrew term for “word” is 
derived from the verb “to say.” The term is a general 
word for God’s law, encompassing everything that 
the Lord has promised and spoken. 

119:97 how I love Your law. Fundamentally, the 
psalmist’s attraction to the law is the result of his love 
for God Himself, his Teacher (vv. 102,132). 

119:105 alight to my path. God's word is a guide for 
everyday living. 
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670 Psalm 119:108 
108 Accept, I pray, "the freewill offerings 
of my mouth, O LorD, 
And teach me Your judgments. 
9 iMy life is continually in my hand, 
Yet I do not forget Your law. 
9 iThe wicked have laid a snare for me, 
Yet I have not strayed from Your 
precepts. 
1 kYour testimonies I have taken as a 
heritage forever, 
For they are the rejoicing of my 
heart. 
2 Thave inclined my heart to perform 
Your statutes 
Forever, to the very end. 


1 


S 


1 


= 


1 


= 


1 


= 


D sAMEK 
113 | hate the double-minded, 
But I love Your law. 
14 lYou are my hiding place and my 
shield; 
Thope in Your word. 
115 mDepart from me, you evildoers, 
For I will keep the commandments of 
my God! 
116 Uphold me according to Your word, 
that I may live; 
And do not let me "be ashamed of my 
hope. 
117, Hold me up, and I shall be safe, 
And I shall observe Your statutes 
continually. 
118 You reject all those who stray from 
Your statutes, 
For their deceit is falsehood. 
119 You put away all the wicked of the 
earth °like dross; 
Therefore I love Your testimonies. 
120 pMy flesh trembles for fear of You, 
And Iam afraid of Your judgments. 


D avin 
121 | have done justice and 
righteousness; 
Do not leave me to my oppressors. 
122 Be 4surety for Your servant for good; 
Do not let the proud oppress me. 
123 My eyes fail from seeking Your 
salvation 
And Your righteous word. 
124 Deal with Your servant according to 
Your mercy, 
And teach me Your statutes. 
125 rl am Your servant; 
Give me understanding, 
That I may know Your testimonies. 


126 Jt is time for You to act, O LORD, 
For they have regarded Your law as 
void. 
127 sTherefore I love Your 
commandments 
More than gold, yes, than fine gold! 
128 Therefore all Your precepts 
concerning all things 
I consider to be right; 
T hate every false way. 


D Pe 
1229 Your testimonies are wonderful; 
Therefore my soul keeps them. 
130 The entrance of Your words gives 
light; 
‘It gives understanding to the “simple. 
131 J opened my mouth and vpanted, 
For I longed for Your 
commandments. 
132 wLook upon me and be *merciful to me, 
As Your custom is toward those who 
love Your name. 
133 yDirect my steps by Your word, 
And Zlet no iniquity have dominion 
over me. 
134 aRedeem me from the oppression of 
man, 
That I may keep Your precepts. 
135 bMake Your face shine upon Your 
servant, 
And teach me Your statutes. 
cRivers of water run down from my 
eyes, 
Because men do not keep Your law. 


13 


a 


¥ TSADDE 
137 dRighteous are You, O LORD, 
And upright are Your judgments. 
138 eYour testimonies, which You have 
commanded, 
Are righteous and very faithful. 
9 fMy zeal has consumed me, 
Because my enemies have forgotten 
Your words. 
140 ¢Your word is very pure; 
Therefore Your servant loves it. 
141 JT amsmall and despised, 
Yet I do not forget Your precepts. 
142 Your righteousness is an everlasting 
righteousness, 
And Your law is "truth. 
43 Trouble and anguish have overtaken 
me, 
Yet Your commandments are my 
delights. 


1 


oe 


119:127 commandments. This word alludes to God's 
authority to govern His people. The commandments 
of God help believers to find their way in a world that 
is filled with confusion, sin, and error. 

119:136 Rivers of water. One of the earmarks of a 
true believer is the remorse and sorrow that is felt 
when the person sins and fails to keep God's law. 
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144 The righteousness of Your 
testimonies is everlasting; 
Give me understanding, and I shall 
live. 


P QOPH 
M45 [cry out with my whole heart; 
Hear me, O LORD! 
I will keep Your statutes. 
46 =I cry out to You; 
Save me, and I will keep Your 
testimonies. 
147 iJ rise before the dawning of the 
morning, 
And cry for help; 
Thope in Your word. 
148 iMy eyes are awake through the night 
watches, 
That I may meditate on Your word. 
49 Hear my voice according to Your 
lovingkindness; 
O LORD, revive me according to Your 
justice. 
150 They draw near who follow after 
wickedness; 
They are far from Your law. 
151 You are knear, O LORD, 
And all Your commandments are 
truth. 
152, Concerning Your testimonies, 
Ihave known of old that You have 
founded them ‘forever. 


| RESH 
153 mConsider my affliction and deliver 
me, 
For I do not forget Your law. 
4 nPlead my cause and redeem me; 
Revive me according to Your word. 
155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 
For they do not seek Your statutes. 
156 Great are Your tender mercies, 
O LORD; 
Revive me according to Your 
judgments. 
157 Many are my persecutors and my 
enemies, 
Yet I do not °turn from Your 
testimonies. 
158 [see the treacherous, and :am 
disgusted, 
Because they do not keep Your word. 


I 


a 


Psalm 119:176 ™@ 671 


159 Consider how I love Your precepts; 
Revive me, O LorD, according to 
Your lovingkindness. 
160 The entirety of Your word is truth, 
And every one of Your righteous 
judgments endures forever. 


Y sHIN 
161 aPrinces persecute me without a 
cause, 
But my heart stands in awe of Your 
word. 
162 [| rejoice at Your word 
As one who finds great treasure. 
163 [| hate and abhor lying, 
But I love Your law. 
164 Seven times a day I praise You, 
Because of Your righteous 
judgments. 
165 rGreat peace have those who love 
Your law, 
And nothing causes them to stumble. 
166 s]LORD, I hope for Your salvation, 
And Ido Your commandments. 
167 My soul keeps Your testimonies, 
And I love them exceedingly. 
168 J keep Your precepts and Your 
testimonies, 
‘For all my ways are before You. 


a 


D tau 
169 Let my cry come before You, O LORD; 
uGive me understanding according to 
Your word. 
170 Let my supplication come before You; 
Deliver me according to Your word. 
1 vMy lips shall utter praise, 
For You teach me Your statutes. 
172 My tongue shall speak of Your word, 
For all Your commandments are 
righteousness. 
173, Let Your hand become my help, 
For “I have chosen Your precepts. 
174 x] long for Your salvation, O LORD, 
And YYour law is my delight. 
175 Let my soul live, and it shall praise 
You; 
And let Your judgments help me. 
6 z] have gone astray like a lost sheep; 
Seek Your servant, 
For I do not forget Your 
commandments. 
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119:149 revive. With this word, the psalmist begs 
God to transform him, to breathe new life back into his 
soul. The psalmist does not want his obedience to be 
mechanical; he asks for a renewed spirit. The basis for 
his plea is God's covenantal love and His just nature. 
119:159 lovingkindness. The lovingkindness of God 
is a recurring theme in the Book of Psalms, describ- 
ing His loyal, covenant love and merciful care of His 
people. 

119:162 rejoice. Jesus also described the “kingdom 
of God” as a great treasure, one so valuable that it 
would be worth selling everything one had in order 
to possess it (Matt. 13:44—46). 

119:176 like a lost sheep. Jesus, the Messiah, 


described Himself as the Good Shepherd who would 
lay down His own life in order to protect and rescue 
His sheep (John 10:11). He affirmed that God does 
indeed seek lost sinners in order to bring them to 
Himself (Luke 15:3-7). 
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672 @ Psalm 120:1 


Psalm 120 


Plea for Relief from Bitter Foes 
A Song of Ascents. 


1 [In 4my distress I cried to the LORD, 
And He heard me. 

2 Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips 
And from a deceitful tongue. 


3 What shall be given to you, 
Or what shall be done to you, 
You false tongue? 

4 Sharp arrows of the warrior, 
With coals of the broom tree! 


5 Woe is me, that I dwell in »Meshech, 
¢That I dwell among the tents of Kedar! 
6 My soul has dwelt too long 
With one who hates peace. 
7 Iam for peace; 
But when I speak, they are for war. 


Psalm 121 


God the Help of Those Who 
Seek Him 


A Song of Ascents. 


1 | 4will lift up my eyes to the hills— 
From whence comes my help? 

2 bMy help comes from the LorD, 
Who made heaven and earth. 


3 cHe will not allow your foot to be moved; 
4He who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 Behold, He who keeps Israel 
Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 


5 The LorD is your Keeper; 
The LorRD is ¢your shade fat your right 
hand. 


6 £The sun shall not strike you by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 


7 The LORD shall preserve you from all 
evil; 
He shall "preserve your soul. 
8 The LORD shall ‘preserve your going 
out and your coming in 
From this time forth, and even 
forevermore. 


Psalm 122 


The Joy of Going to the House of 
the Lorp 


A Song of Ascents. Of David. 


1 J was glad when they said to me, 
a“Let us go into the house of the LORD.” 
2 Our feet have been standing 
Within your gates, O Jerusalem! 


3 Jerusalem is built 
As a city that is compact together, 
4 cWhere the tribes go up, 
The tribes of the LORD, 
To ¢the Testimony of Israel, 
To give thanks to the name of the 
LORD. 
5 eFor thrones are set there for judgment, 
The thrones of the house of David. 


6 fPray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
“May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls, 
Prosperity within your palaces.” 
8 For the sake of my brethren and 
companions, 
I will now say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 Because of the house of the LORD our 
God 
I will seek your good. 


120:1 In my distress I cried. This psalm is the first of a 
group of psalms called the Songs of Ascent (120-134). 
This group of hymns was probably used by pilgrims 
making their way to Jerusalem to worship the Lord 
during the three annual feasts—Passover, Pentecost, 
and Tabernacles (Lev. 23). Since Jerusalem is ona high 
hill, a traveler always goes “up” to Jerusalem; hence 
the term “songs of ascent.” 

120:5 Meshech... Kedar. These seem to be exam- 
ples of the pagan peoples among whom the psalmist 
had to live. 

121:1 my eyes to the hills. This Song of Ascent (see 
Ps. 120) dramatically pictures a traveler approaching 
the city of Jerusalem. 

121:2 from the Lorp. As comforting as the sight 
of the holy city would be to a pilgrim, the psalmist 
emphasizes the real reason for rejoicing: God’s ten- 
der care for His people. Who made. We might have 
expected the psalmist to emphasize God as a loving 
heavenly Father or a tender and compassionate Sav- 
ior, but instead he ascribes our everlasting safety to 
the God of creation. God owns the world because He 
made it; nothing that happens is beyond Him. 

121:6 Nor the moon by night. There is never a time 


when the Lord is “off duty” and does not see what is 
happening to His people. 

122:1 | was glad. This third Song of Ascent (see Ps. 
120) describes the joy of the pilgrim on arriving at 
Jerusalem to worship God. 

122:4 the tribes go up. This refers to the three annual 
feasts of ancient Israel (Lev. 23), as well as to any time 
that an individual or family needed to worship the 
Lord in the holy city. 

122:5 thrones... for judgment. Jerusalem was not 
only the central place for worship, it was also the site 
where civil judgments and decisions were made. Reli- 
gious and civil issues were closely intertwined in the 
aw of God. 

122:6 the peace of Jerusalem. True peace will only 
come when the Prince of Peace returns to establish 
His rule (Ps. 98:5-6; Rev. 21:9-27). 
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Psalm 123 


Prayer for Relief from Contempt 
A Song of Ascents. 


1 Unto You 4] lift up my eyes, 
O You ’who dwell in the heavens. 
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants look to 
the hand of their masters, 
As the eyes of a maid to the hand of 
her mistress, 
cSo our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
Until He has mercy on us. 


3 Have mercy on us, O LORD, have 
mercy on us! 
For we are exceedingly filled with 
contempt. 
4 Our soul is exceedingly filled 
With the scorn of those who are at ease, 
With the contempt of the proud. 


Psalm 124 


The Lorp the Defense of His People 
A Song of Ascents. Of David. 


1 “Tf it had not been the LORD who was on 
our 4side,” 
bLet Israel now say— 
2 “Tf it had not been the LORD who was on 
our side, 
When men rose up against us, 
3 Then they would have ‘swallowed us 
alive, 
When their wrath was kindled against 
us; 
4 Then the waters would have 
overwhelmed us, 
The stream would have gone over our 
soul; 
5 Then the swollen waters 
Would have gone over our soul.” 


6 Blessed be the LORD, 
Who has not given us as prey to their 
teeth. 
7 dOur soul has escaped eas a bird from 
the snare of the fowlers;* 
The snare is broken, and we have 
escaped. 
8 fOur help is in the name of the LORD, 
Who made heaven and earth. 


Psalm 126:3 @ 673 


Psalm 125 


The LorD the Strength of His 
People 


A Song of Ascents. 


1 Those who trust in the LORD 
Are like Mount Zion, 
Which cannot be moved, but abides 
forever. 
2 As the mountains surround 
Jerusalem, 
So the LorD surrounds His people 
From this time forth and forever. 


3 For «the scepter of wickedness shall 
not rest 
On the land allotted to the righteous, 
Lest the righteous reach out their 
hands to iniquity. 


4 Do good, O LORD, to those who are 
good, 
And to those who are upright in their 
hearts. 


5 As for such as turn aside to their 
bcrooked ways, 
The LORD shall lead them away 
With the workers of iniquity. 


cPeace be upon Israel! 


Psalm 126 


A Joyful Return to Zion 
A Song of Ascents. 


1 When ¢the LorD brought back the 
captivity of Zion, 
bWe were like those who dream. 
2 Then cour mouth was filled with 
laughter, 
And our tongue with singing. 
Then they said among the nations, 
“The LORD has done great things for 
them.” 
3 The LORD has done great things 
for us, 
And we are glad. 


* 124:7 That is, persons who catch birds in a trap 
or snare 


123:2 as the eyes of servants. Good servants keep 
watch over their masters, anticipating their wants 
and keeping themselves in constant readiness to 
obey orders. In the same way, we should keep our- 
selves focused on pleasing God. The more we look at 
Him, the more we become like Him (2 Cor. 3:18). 
124:1 the LorD who was on our side. \t is because 
God is “on our side” that He sent His Son to save the 
world (John 3:16). 

124:6 Blessed be the Lorb. To bless God is to identify 
Him as the source of our blessings (103:2). 

125:2 the mountains surround Jerusalem. Jerusa- 
lem is built on one of seven mountain peaks in the 


region. The mountains provided some protection 
for the city, since any invading army would have to 
march through difficult terrain to reach the city. 
126:1 brought back the captivity. This seventh Song 
of Ascent (see Ps. 120) comes from the time of the 
restoration of Jerusalem, following the Babylonian 
captivity. 
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674 @ Psalm 126:4 
4 Bring back our captivity, O LORD, 
As the streams in the South. 


5 dThose who sow in tears 
Shall reap in joy. 
6 Hewho continually goes forth weeping, 
Bearing seed for sowing, 
Shall doubtless come again with 
erejoicing, 
Bringing his sheaves with him. 


Psalm 127 


Laboring and Prospering 
with the LorD 


A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 


1 Unless the LORD builds the house, 
They labor in vain who build it; 
Unless “the LORD guards the city, 
The watchman stays awake in vain. 

2 It is vain for you to rise up early, 

To sit up late, 
To eat the bread of sorrows; 
For so He gives His beloved sleep. 


3 Behold, ¢children are a heritage from 
the LORD, 
4The fruit of the womb is a ¢reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, 
So are the children of one’s youth. 
5 fHappy is the man who has his quiver 
full of them; 
They shall not be ashamed, 
But shall speak with their enemies in 
the gate. 


Psalm 128 


Blessings of Those Who Fear 
the LorD 


A Song of Ascents. 


1 Blessed 4is every one who fears the LORD, 
Who walks in His ways. 


2 bWhen you eat the labor of your 
hands, 
You shall be happy, and it shall be 
cwell with you. 
3 Your wife shall be “like a fruitful 
vine 
In the very heart of your house, 
Your ¢children flike olive plants 
All around your table. 
4 Behold, thus shall the man be 
blessed 
Who fears the LORD. 


5 The LorD bless you out of Zion, 
And may you see the good of 
Jerusalem 
All the days of your life. 
6 Yes, may you "see your children’s 
children. 


iPeace be upon Israel! 


Psalm 129 


Song of Victory over Zion's Enemies 
A Song of Ascents. 


1 “Many atime they have “afflicted me 
from >my youth,” 
cLet Israel now say— 
2 “Many atime they have afflicted me 
from my youth; 
Yet they have not prevailed 
against me. 
3 The plowers plowed on my back; 
They made their furrows long.” 
4 The Lorn is righteous; 
He has cut in pieces the cords of the 
wicked. 


5 Let all those who hate Zion 
Be put to shame and turned back. 
6 Let them be as the ¢grass on the 
housetops, 
Which withers before it grows up, 
7 With which the reaper does not fill his 
hand, 


126:4 Bring back. The people who returned were a 
small percentage of those who had been exiled; the 
people still prayed that God would complete the res- 
toration of His people to their land. 

127:1 Unless the Lorb. This psalm, the eighth Song 
of Ascent (see Ps. 120), is one of only two psalms 
attributed to Solomon (see Ps. 72). 

127:2 bread of sorrows. This phrase captures the 
essence of those removed from a sense of the Lord in 
their lives. The food that should give them strength 
for life and a zest for living only maintains their mis- 
erable state. 

127:5 in the gate. The gate was the place where the 
elders of the city met and where citizens would con- 
vene (Ruth 4:1-12). 

128:1 Blessed. This word describes the happiness 
of those who trust in the Lord and do His will (127:5). 
fears. The fear of God is an attitude of respect, a 
response of reverence and wonder. It is the only 
appropriate response to our Creator and Redeemer. 


128:2 the labor of your hands. There is a reward in 
work and a satisfaction in labor that is a blessing of 
God (Eccl. 3:9-13). 

129:1-4 Many a time. The psalm begins with a 
litany of suffering, as the people of God acknowl- 
edge that throughout their history in the land 
they have been under constant assault by various 
peoples. 

129:6 grass on the housetops. Sod was sometimes 
used on the roofs of the houses. After a spring rain, 
there might be grass growing on the housetop, but 
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Nor he who binds sheaves, his 
arms. 
8 Neither let those who pass by them 


Say, 
e“The blessing of the LORD be upon 
you; 
We bless you in the name of the 
LORD!” 


Psalm 130 


Waiting for the Redemption 
of the LorD 


A Song of Ascents. 


1 Out ¢of the depths I have cried to You, 
O LORD; 
2 Lord, hear my voice! 
Let Your ears be attentive 
To the voice of my supplications. 


3 bIf You, LORD, should mark 
iniquities, 
O Lord, who could «stand? 
4 But there is 4forgiveness with You, 
That ¢You may be feared. 


5 fl wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
And Sin His word I do hope. 
6 hMy soul waits for the Lord 
More than those who watch for the 
morning— 
Yes, more than those who watch for 
the morning. 


7 iO Israel, hope in the LORD; 
For iwith the LORD there is mercy, 
And with Him is abundant 
redemption. 


Psalm 132:4 @ 675 


8 And He shall redeem Israel 
From all his iniquities. 


Psalm 131 


Simple Trust in the Lorp 
A Song of Ascents. Of David. 


1 LORD, my heart is not haughty, 
Nor my eyes lofty. 
aNeither do I concern myself with great 
matters, 
Nor with things too profound for me. 


2 Surely I have calmed and quieted my 
soul, 
bLike a weaned child with his mother; 
Like a weaned child is my soul 
within me. 


3 cQO Israel, hope in the LORD 
From this time forth and forever. 


Psalm 132 


The Eternal Dwelling of God in Zion 
A Song of Ascents. 


1 LORD, remember David 

And all his afflictions; 
2 How he swore to the LorD, 

aAnd vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob: 
3 “Surely I will not go into the chamber of 
my house, 

Or go up to the comfort of my bed; 
4 Jwill cnot give sleep to my eyes 

Or slumber to my eyelids, 


this was not grass that flourished; it lacked roots and 
soon withered under the summer heat. 

130:1 Out of the depths. The placement of this pen- 
itential psalm is fitting. We must not be so interested 
in the destruction of the wicked (Ps. 129) that we fail 
to understand our own heart before the Lord. 

130:3 iniquities. Does the Lord keep a record of our 
sins? The answer is both yes and no. At the end of all 
things, Christ will sit on the judgment seat, the books 
will be opened, and everyone will be judged accord- 
ing to the actual record (Rev. 20:11-15). However, if 
we cry to Him for mercy now in this life, we shall find 
forgiveness. Then the record of our sins will be cast 
away into the depth of God's forgetfulness. They are 
covered by the blood of Jesus. 

130:4 forgiveness... that You may be feared. God's 
provision for forgiveness is not to be taken lightly 
(Rom. 6:1-2). The truly forgiven sinner realizes the 
magnitude of God's grace, remains grateful for Jesus’ 
sacrifice for sins, and lives in the fear or awe of God 
(Ps. 128). 

130:8 He shall redeem. God had redeemed the 
people from slavery in Egypt; the psalmist also 
looked forward to the time when He would redeem 
the people from slavery to their own sinful natures, 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(Gal. 3:13). 


131:1 my heart is not haughty. David presents 
himself with genuine humility, a delicate balance 
between self-abasement and arrogant pride. From 
the life of David, we know that he was not always 
able to keep this balance. But it was his desire, and at 
times—by God's grace—a reality in his life. 

131:2 Like a weaned child. A weaned child is com- 
forted just by the presence of his mother, without 
crying for the more tangible comfort of milk as a 
younger baby does. 

132:1 remember. This psalm was one of the 15 Songs 
of Ascent sung by pilgrims as they approached the 
holy city to worship. Each year, as they marched 
and sang, they anticipated that perhaps this was the 
year that this prophecy would be fulfilled. David... 
his afflictions. \f this psalm was written during the 
period after the exile, these words have a significant 
meaning. During the years between the return of 
the people to Jerusalem and the birth of Jesus, there 
would have been a growing desire on the part of 
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676 @ Psalm 132:5 


5 Until I 4find a place for the LoRD, 
A dwelling place for the Mighty One 
of Jacob.” 


6 Behold, we heard of it ein 
Ephrathah; 
fWe found it sin the fields of the 
woods.* 
7 Let us go into His tabernacle; 
hLet us worship at His footstool. 
8 iArise, O LORD, to Your resting place, 
You and ‘the ark of Your strength. 
9 Let Your priests *be clothed with 
righteousness, 
And let Your saints shout for joy. 


10 For Your servant David’s sake, 
Do not turn away the face of Your 
Anointed. 


'The LORD has sworn in truth to 
David; 
He will not turn from it: 
“I will set upon your throne the fruit 
of your body. 
12 If your sons will keep My covenant 
And My testimony which I shall teach 
them, 
Their sons also shall sit upon your 
throne forevermore.” 


13 nFor the LORD has chosen Zion; 
He has desired it for His dwelling 
place: 
“Thiso is My resting place forever; 
Here I will dwell, for I have 
desired it. 
PJ will abundantly bless her 
provision; 
I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
a] will also clothe her priests with 
salvation, 
rAnd her saints shall shout aloud for 
joy. 
sThere I will make the horn of David 
grow; 
‘T will prepare a lamp for My 
Anointed. 
18 His enemies I will “clothe with 
shame, 
But upon Himself His crown shall 
flourish.” 
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Psalm 133 


Blessed Unity of the People of God 
A Song of Ascents. Of David. 


1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
For “brethren to dwell together in unity! 


2 It is like the precious oil upon the head, 
Running down on the beard, 
The beard of Aaron, 
Running down on the edge of his 
garments. 
3 It is like the dew of "Hermon, 
Descending upon the mountains of 
Zion; 
For there the LORD commanded the 
blessing— 
Life forevermore. 


Psalm 134 


Praising the LorD in His House 
at Night 


A Song of Ascents. 


1 Behold, bless the LORD, 
All you servants of the LORD, 
Who by night stand in the house of the 
Lorp! 
2 aLift up your hands in the sanctuary, 
And bless the LorD. 


3 The LORD who made heaven and earth 
Bless you from Zion! 


Psalm 135 


Praise to God in Creation 
and Redemption 


1 Praise the LORD! 


Praise the name of the LORD; 
aPraise Him, O you servants of the LORD! 


* 132:6 Hebrew Jaar 


godly people for the Lord to restore David's kingdom 
in fulfillment of His promise. 

132:6 Ephrathah. This name refers to the region of 
Bethlehem (Ruth 1:2). 

132:12 sit upon your throne forevermore. The ulti- 
mate fulfillment of God’s covenant with David (2 Sam. 
7:8-16) is in Jesus Christ, the Son of David (Luke 
1:32-33; Acts 2:30). 

132:16 joy. God's presence is a source of joy to the 
upright. God had chosen Zion as His resting place, and 
His godly ones shouted “aloud for joy.” When God rules 
on the throne of the human spirit, joy reigns within. 
132:17 horn... lamp. The words “horn” and “lamp” 
speak of the Messiah's authority and righteousness 
(Is. 11:1—-5). 

133:3 the dew of Hermon. This high mountain to the 
north of Israel received such large amounts of water 


that it seemed to be a source of moisture for the lands 
below. 

134:1 All you servants of the Lorp. This psalm con- 
cludes the Songs of Ascent. The people who had 
come to worship at the temple were getting ready 
to go home, but the priests would remain at the holy 
temple, continuing to lift up worship to the Lord. 
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2 bYou who stand in the house of the 
LORD, 
In cthe courts of the house of our God, 
3 Praise the LORD, for ¢the LORD is 
good; 
Sing praises to His name, @for it is 
pleasant. 
4 For fthe LORD has chosen Jacob for 
Himself, 
Israel for His special treasure. 


5 For I know that sthe LORD is great, 
And our Lord is above all gods. 
6 hWhatever the LORD pleases He does, 
In heaven and in earth, 
In the seas and in all deep places. 
7 iHe causes the vapors to ascend from 
the ends of the earth; 
jHe makes lightning for the rain; 
He brings the wind out of His 
Rtreasuries. 


8 'He destroyed the firstborn of Egypt, 
Both of man and beast. 
9 mHe sent signs and wonders into the 
midst of you, O Egypt, 
nUpon Pharaoh and all his servants. 
10 oHe defeated many nations 
And slew mighty kings— 
ll Sihon king of the Amorites, 
Og king of Bashan, 
And Pall the kingdoms of Canaan— 
12 aAnd gave their land as a heritage, 
A heritage to Israel His people. 


13 rYour name, O LORD, endures forever, 
Your fame, O LORD, throughout all 
generations. 
14 sFor the LORD will judge His people, 
And He will have compassion on His 
servants. 


15 tThe idols of the nations are silver and 
gold, 
The work of men’s hands. 
16 They have mouths, but they do not 
speak; 
Eyes they have, but they do not see; 
17 They have ears, but they do not hear; 
Nor is there any breath in their 
mouths. 
18 Those who make them are like them; 
So is everyone who trusts in them. 


Psalm 136:13 @ 677 


19 uBless the LORD, O house of Israel! 
Bless the LORD, O house of Aaron! 
20 Bless the LORD, O house of Levi! 
You who fear the LORD, bless the 
Lorp! 
21 Blessed be the LORD Vout of Zion, 
Who dwells in Jerusalem! 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 136 


Thanksgiving to God for His 
Enduring Mercy 


1 Oh, “give thanks to the LORD, for He is 
good! 
bFor His mercy endures forever. 
2 Oh, give thanks to cthe God of gods! 
For His mercy endures forever. 
3 Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! 
For His mercy endures forever: 


4 To Him 4who alone does great wonders, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
5 eTo Him who by wisdom made the 
heavens, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
6 fTo Him who laid out the earth above 
the waters, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
7 £To Him who made great lights, 
For His mercy endures forever— 
8 hThe sun to rule by day, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
9 The moon and stars to rule by night, 
For His mercy endures forever. 


10 iTo Him who struck Egypt in their 
firstborn, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
ll iAnd brought out Israel from among 
them, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
12 kWith a strong hand, and with an 
outstretched arm, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
13 To Him who divided the Red Sea in 
two, 
For His mercy endures forever; 


135:8 the firstborn of Egypt. The defeat of Egypt was 
solely the work of the Lord. Israel was merely His instru- 
ment; the battle belonged to Him (Ex. 12:12; 15:3). 
135:15 idols of the nations. The people who 
returned from Babylon had had their fill of the wor- 
ship of idols; at long last, the people of Israel were 
ready to worship the only true God. 

135:19 Bless the Lorb. To bless the Lord is to identify 
Him as the source of all blessings and to be grateful 
for all that He has given. 

136:1 mercy. This word, also translated “lovingkind- 
ness” or “loyal love,” is the most significant term used 
in the Psalms to describe the character of God. His 
love is forever; it is part of His eternal character. 
136:4-9 great wonders. God's creation of the uni- 
verse is the grand display of His wisdom. The heavens 


give a clear presentation of the glory of God (19:1-6). 
Romans 1:20 teaches that God's “invisible attributes” 
are clearly seen through the things He has made. 
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678 @ Psalm 136:14 
4 And made Israel pass through the 
midst of it, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
15mBut overthrew Pharaoh and his army 
in the Red Sea, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
16 nTo Him who led His people through 
the wilderness, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
17 oTo Him who struck down great kings, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
18 pAnd slew famous kings, 
For His mercy endures forever— 
19 aSihon king of the Amorites, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
20 rAnd Og king of Bashan, 
For His mercy endures forever— 
21 sAnd gave their land as a heritage, 
For His mercy endures forever; 
22 A heritage to Israel His servant, 
For His mercy endures forever. 


23 Who tremembered us in our lowly state, 
For His mercy endures forever; 

24 And “rescued us from our enemies, 
For His mercy endures forever; 

25 vWho gives food to all flesh, 
For His mercy endures forever. 


26 Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! 
For His mercy endures forever. 


Psalm 137 


Longing for Zion in a Foreign Land 


1 By the rivers of Babylon, 
There we sat down, yea, we wept 
When we remembered Zion. 
2 We hung our harps 
Upon the willows in the midst of it. 
3 For there those who carried us away 
captive asked of us a song, 
And those who ¢plundered us 
requested mirth, 


Saying, “Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion!” 


4 How shall we sing the LORD’s song 
In a foreign land? 
5 IfI forget you, O Jerusalem, 
Let my right hand forget its skill! 
6 IfIdo not remember you, 
Let my »tongue cling to the roof of my 
mouth— 
If I do not exalt Jerusalem 
Above my chief joy. 


7 Remember, O LORD, against ‘the sons 
of Edom 
The day of Jerusalem, 
Who said, “Raze it, raze it, 
To its very foundation!” 


8 O daughter of Babylon, 4who are to be 
destroyed, 
Happy the one ¢who repays you as you 
have served us! 
9 Happy the one who takes and fdashes 
Your little ones against the rock! 


Psalm 138 


The LorD’s Goodness to the Faithful 
A Psalm of David. 


1 [will praise You with my whole heart; 
aBefore the gods I will sing praises to 
You. 
2 >] will worship ‘toward Your holy 
temple, 
And praise Your name 
For Your lovingkindness and Your 
truth; 
For You have ¢magnified Your word 
above all Your name. 
3 Inthe day when I cried out, You 
answered me, 
And made me bold with strength in 
my soul. 


136:23 remembered us. It is possible that these words 
suggest the return of the people of Judah and Jerusa- 
lem to their land following the Babylonian captivity. 
137:1 Babylon. Babylon was one of the great empires 
in world history. When this psalm was written, the 
Jews were living there in exile. 

137:5 If | forget you. The love of the people for Jeru- 
salem was not just for the place, but for its function 
in their lives. The place was holy because it was the 
dwelling place of God and the place of worship and 
sacrifice for sins. 

137:9 Happy the one. The idea of rejoicing and hap- 
piness at the violence depicted here is hard to swal- 
low. Like some of the other difficult stories recorded 
in Scripture (see the Book of Judges), this imprecatory 
psalm is included with no comments about how God 
viewed the psalmist’s emotion. Elsewhere in Scrip- 
ture, we receive strict commands condemning tak- 
ing vengeance into our own hands (Rom. 12:19-21), 
rejoicing when others suffer (Obad. 12), and refusing 
to forgive (Matt. 5:43-45; 6:14—-15). However, none 


of these passages are saying that we should pretend 
that evil doesn’t exist. This psalmist’s violent reaction 
to evil should remind us of how seriously God takes 
sin. He will not allow wickedness to go unpunished. 
138:1 Before the gods. David is so confident in his 
faith in the Lord that he is determined to take the 
name of God into foreign territory. 

138:2 Your holy temple. The use of the word “tem- 
ple” does not rule out David as the author of this or 
similar poems (15:1). The Hebrew term is a general 
one that would fit whatever building was in use in 
David's day. 
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4 eAll the kings of the earth shall praise 
You, O LORD, 
When they hear the words of Your 
mouth. 
5 Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the 
LORD, 
For great is the glory of the LORD. 
6 fThough the Lorp is on high, 
Yet ¢He regards the lowly; 
But the proud He knows from afar. 


7 hThough I walk in the midst of trouble, 
You will revive me; 
You will stretch out Your hand 
Against the wrath of my enemies, 
And Your right hand will save me. 
8 iThe LORD will perfect that which 
concerns me; 
Your mercy, O LORD, endures forever; 
iDo not forsake the works of Your hands. 


Psalm 139 


God's Perfect Knowledge of Man 
For the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 


David. 
1 OLORD, “You have searched me and 
known me. 
2 bYou know my sitting down and my 


rising up; 
You cunderstand my thought afar off. 
3 dYou comprehend my path and my 
lying down, 
And are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 For there is not a word on my tongue, 
But behold, O LORD, ¢You know it 
altogether. 
5 You have hedged me behind and 
before, 
And laid Your hand upon me. 


Psalm 139:16 @ 679 


6 fSuch knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; 
It is high, I cannot attain it. 


7 sWhere can I go from Your Spirit? 
Or where can I flee from Your presence? 
8 hIf I ascend into heaven, You are there; 
Jf I make my bed in hell, behold, You 
are there. 
9 If Itake the wings of the morning, 
And dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, 
10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, 
And Your right hand shall hold me. 
ll IfIsay, “Surely the darkness shall fall* 
on me,” 
Even the night shall be light about me; 
12 Indeed, ithe darkness shall not hide 
from You, 
But the night shines as the day; 
The darkness and the light are both 
alike to You. 


13 For You formed my inward parts; 
You covered me in my mother’s womb. 
14 [ will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made;* 
Marvelous are Your works, 
And that my soul knows very well. 
15 kMy frame was not hidden from You, 
When I was made in secret, 
And skillfully wrought in the lowest 
parts of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet 
unformed. 
And in Your book they all were written, 
The days fashioned for me, 
When as yet there were none of them. 


* 139:11 Vulgate and Symmachus read cover. 

* 139:14 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read You are 
fearfully wonderful. 


138:6 the lowly. When man is boastful and conceited 
before God, he separates himself from God. Yet God 
bends with a special concern toward those who are 
humble before Him. 
138:8 mercy... endures forever. God's loyal cov- 
enant love will never be rescinded or forgotten. 
139:5 You have hedged me behind and before. The 
purpose of God's intimate knowledge of His servants 
is protective and helpful, not judgmental and con- 
demning. 
139:7-12 You are there. The believer can rejoice and 
rest in the knowledge that God is present in every 
place and every situation in life. 
139:12 the darkness and the light are both alike to 
You. God can see what is happening to us even under 
cover of darkness. Nothing can conceal His people 
from Him. 
139:14 God’s Omniscience—He is the God who 
knows. He knows everything that has happened and 
will happen. He understands all of nature perfectly. 
In fact He knows everything there is to know. God 
knows so much that it would be impossible to over- 
state what He knows. The proper theological term for 
this attribute of God is: omniscience. 

God knows all of our thoughts, motives, and 


deeds. God knows us better than we know ourselves. 
We are all uneasy with the fact that God knows us so 
well. Like Adam and Eve, we fear the exposure of our 
sin. 

There is, however, great reason to rejoice in the 

fact that God knows us so well. He loves us in spite 
of what He knows about us; in the midst of our sin 
He still loves us. He knows the worst things there are 
to know about us and still wants to save us. He also 
knows the best things about us. When everyone else 
misunderstands us, He understands us fully. Finally, 
God knows what we will be. He has a marvelous end 
in mind that should give us great comfort no matter 
what our present state. 
139:16 in Your book. The idea is that all human 
beings, and the structure and meaning of each per- 
son’s life, are all established from the beginning by 
God. 


138:4¢Ps.102:15 138:6/[Ps. 113:4-7] 9 James 

4:6] 138:7/[Ps. 23:3,4] 138:8/Ps. 57:2 /Job 10:3, 8 
139:19Ps. 17:3. 139:22 Kin. 19:27 “Matt. 9:4 
139:3 4 Job 14:16; 31:4 139:4[Heb. 4:13] 139:6 /Job 
42:3. 139:79 Ver. 23:24] 139:8/ [Amos 9:2-4] ‘Lob 
26:6] 139:12/ Job 26:6; 34:22 139:15* Job 10:8, 9 


680 # Psalm 139:17 
17 'How precious also are Your thoughts 
to me, O God! 
How great is the sum of them! 
18 If I should count them, they would be 
more in number than the sand; 
When I awake, I am still with You. 


19 Oh, that You would “slay the wicked, 
O God! 
nDepart from me, therefore, you 
bloodthirsty men. 
20 For they °speak against You wickedly; 
Your enemies take Your name in 
vain.* 
21 pDo I not hate them, O LORD, who hate 
You? 
And do I not loathe those who rise up 
against You? 
22 Thate them with perfect hatred; 
I count them my enemies. 


23 aSearch me, O God, and know my heart; 
Try me, and know my anxieties; 
24 And see if there is any wicked way in 
me, 
And ‘lead me in the way everlasting. 


Psalm 140 


Prayer for Deliverance from 
Evil Men 


To the Chief Musician. A Psalm 
of David. 


1 Deliver me, O LORD, from evil men; 
Preserve me from violent men, 
2 Who plan evil things in their hearts; 
aThey continually gather together for 
war. 
3 They sharpen their tongues like a 
serpent; 
The poison of asps is under their lips. 
Selah 


4 cKeep me, O LORD, from the hands of 
the wicked; 
Preserve me from violent men, 
Who have purposed to make my steps 
stumble. 
5 The proud have hidden a 4snare for 
me, and cords; 
They have spread a net by the wayside; 
They have set traps for me. Selah 


6 Isaid to the LoRD: “You are my God; 
Hear the voice of my supplications, 
O LorD. 
7 OGobpD the Lord, the strength of my 
salvation, 
You have covered my head in the day 
of battle. 
8 Do not grant, O LORD, the desires of 
the wicked; 
Do not further his wicked scheme, 
eLest they be exalted. Selah 


“As for the head of those who surround 
me, 
Let the evil of their lips cover them; 
10 fLet burning coals fall upon them; 
Let them be cast into the fire, 
Into deep pits, that they rise not up 
again. 
Let not a slanderer be established in 
the earth; 
Let evil hunt the violent man to 
overthrow him.” 


I know that the LorRD will ¢maintain 

The cause of the afflicted, 

And justice for the poor. 

Surely the righteous shall give thanks 
to Your name; 

The upright shall dwell in Your 
presence. 
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Psalm 141 


Prayer for Safekeeping from 
Wickedness 


A Psalm of David. 


LORD, I cry out to You; 

Make haste to me! 

Give ear to my voice when I cry out 
to You. 

2 Let my prayer be set before You ¢as 
incense, 
>The lifting up of my hands as ‘the 

evening sacrifice. 


3 Set a guard, O LORD, over my 
amouth; 
Keep watch over the door of my lips. 


* 139:20 Septuagint and Vulgate read They take 
Your cities in vain. 


139:23 Search me, O God. It is only when we are aware 
of our sins that we can repent of them and be healed. 
140:6 You are my God. David confessed his complete 
trust in the Lord even though he was surrounded by 
people plotting his destruction. On the basis of his 
trust, he pled with the Lord to deliver him. 

140:10 Let burning coals fall. David recalls the judg- 
ment of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:12—29) and asks 
God to once again judge the enemies of the righteous. 
140:12 justice for the poor. The cause of the poor 
and afflicted is of special interest to the Lord. He 
promises to uphold and comfort them (41:1; 72:4; 
109:31; Luke 4:18; 6:20). 


141:2 as incense. The prayers of God’s people are 
also compared to incense in Revelation 8:3-4. 

141:3 Set a guard... over my mouth. David rec- 
ognized how terribly easy it is to sin in what we say 
Prov. 30:32—33; James 3:1-12). 
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4 


Do not incline my heart to any evil 
thing, 
To practice wicked works 
With men who work iniquity; 
eAnd do not let me eat of their 
delicacies. 


fLet the righteous strike me; 
It shall be a kindness. 

And let him rebuke me; 

It shall be as excellent oil; 
Let my head not refuse it. 


For still my prayer is against the deeds 
of the wicked. 

Their judges are overthrown by the 
sides of the cliff, 

And they hear my words, for they are 
sweet. 

Our bones are scattered at the mouth 
of the grave, 

As when one plows and breaks up the 
earth. 


But my eyes are upon You, O GOD the 
Lord; 

In You I take refuge; 

Do not leave my soul destitute. 

Keep me from "the snares they have 
laid for me, 

And from the traps of the workers of 
iniquity. 


10 iLet the wicked fall into their own nets, 


While I escape safely. 


Psalm 142 


A Plea for Relief from Persecutors 


A ¢Contemplation* of David. A Prayer 
bwhen he was in the cave. 


Icry out to the LORD with my voice; 

With my voice to the LORD I make my 
supplication. 

I pour out my complaint before Him; 

I declare before Him my trouble. 


When my spirit was coverwhelmed 
within me, 

Then You knew my path. 

In the way in which I walk 


Psalm 143:6 @ 681 


They have secretly 4set a snare for me. 
4 Look on my right hand and see, 
For there is no one who acknowledges 
me; 
Refuge has failed me; 
No one cares for my soul. 


5 Icried out to You, O LORD: 
I said, “You are my refuge, 
My portion in the land of the living. 
6 Attend to my cry, 
For Iam brought very low; 
Deliver me from my persecutors, 
For they are stronger than I. 
7 Bring my soul out of prison, 
That I may ¢praise Your name; 
The righteous shall surround me, 
For You shall deal bountifully with me.” 


Psalm 143 


An Earnest Appeal for Guidance 
and Deliverance 


A Psalm of David. 


1 Hear my prayer, O LORD, 
Give ear to my supplications! 
In Your faithfulness answer me, 
And in Your righteousness. 
2 Do not enter into judgment with Your 
servant, 
aFor in Your sight no one living is 
righteous. 


3 For the enemy has persecuted my soul; 
He has crushed my life to the ground; 
He has made me dwell in darkness, 
Like those who have long been dead. 

4 bTherefore my spirit is overwhelmed 

within me; 
My heart within me is distressed. 
5 c] remember the days of old; 
I meditate on all Your works; 
I muse on the work of Your hands. 
6 Jspread out my hands to You; 
dMy soul longs for You like a thirsty 
land. Selah 


* 142:title Hebrew Maschil 


141:5 Let the righteous strike me; it shall be a kind- 
ness. The rebuke of a righteous person, even if it is 
painful at the time, is designed to bring about good. 
Sometimes being “nice” isn’t really the kindest thing 
we can do for someone. 

141:8 my eyes are upon You. If we focus on the 
strength of wickedness, we will be overcome with fear. 
If we focus on ourselves, we will become absorbed in 
our difficulties or exalt ourselves in our victories. Only 
when we focus on God can we achieve balance and 
health. 

142:title when he was in the cave. This may refer to 
one of two occasions when David hid from King Saul 
in acave: at En Gedi (Ps. 57; 1 Sam. 24), and at Adullam 
(1 Sam. 22:1). 

142:5 You are my refuge. Sometimes God allows 


us to go through times when we have no one at our 
right hand, “no one cares,” just so that we will be very 
aware of our need for God. 

143:2 no one living is righteous. This is not so much 
a confession as an observation that everyone is sin- 
ful. 

143:3 in darkness. To live in darkness is similar to 
being in the pit (v. 7); this is the reason for the parallel 
to those who are already dead (Job 10:21-22). 
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682 @ Psalm 143:7 
7 Answer me speedily, O LORD; 
My spirit fails! 
Do not hide Your face from me, 
eLest I be like those who go down into 
the pit. 
8 Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness 
fin the morning, 
For in You do I trust; 
Cause me to know the way in which I 
should walk, 
For “I lift up my soul to You. 


9 Deliver me, O LORD, from my 
enemies; 
In You I take shelter.* 
10 ‘Teach me to do Your will, 
For You are my God; 
7Your Spirit is good. 
Lead me in &the land of uprightness. 


ll [Revive me, O LorRD, for Your name’s 
sake! 
For Your righteousness’ sake bring my 
soul out of trouble. 
12 In Your mercy “cut off my enemies, 
And destroy all those who afflict my 
soul; 
For I am Your servant. 


Psalm 144 


A Song to the LorD Who Preserves 
and Prospers His People 


A Psalm of David. 


1 Blessed be the LORD my Rock, 
aWho trains my hands for war, 
And my fingers for battle— 
2 My lovingkindness and my 
fortress, 
My high tower and my deliverer, 
My shield and the One in whom I take 
refuge, 
Who subdues my people* under me. 


3 bLORD, what is man, that You take 
knowledge of him? 
Or the son of man, that You are 
mindful of him? 
4 cMan is like a breath; 
dHis days are like a passing shadow. 


5 eBow down Your heavens, O LORD, and 
come down; 
fTouch the mountains, and they shall 
smoke. 
6 sFlash forth lightning and scatter 
them; 
Shoot out Your arrows and destroy 
them. 
7 Stretch out Your hand from above; 
Rescue me and deliver me out of great 
waters, 
From the hand of foreigners, 
8 Whose mouth "speaks lying words, 
And whose right hand is a right hand 
of falsehood. 


9 [will ‘sing a new song to You, O God; 
On a harp of ten strings I will sing 
praises to You, 
10 The One who gives salvation to 
kings, 
iWho delivers David His servant 
From the deadly sword. 


l1_ Rescue me and deliver me from the 
hand of foreigners, 
Whose mouth speaks lying words, 
And whose right hand is a right hand 
of falsehood— 
12 That our sons may be ¥as plants 
grown up in their youth; 
That our daughters may be as 
pillars, 
Sculptured in palace style; 
13° That our barns may be full, 
Supplying all kinds of produce; 
That our sheep may bring forth 
thousands 
And ten thousands in our fields; 
4 That our oxen may be well laden; 
That there be no breaking in or going 
out; 
That there be no outcry in our 
streets. 
15 [Happy are the people who are in such 
a state; 
Happy are the people whose God is the 
LorRpD! 


* 143:9 Septuagint and Vulgate read To You I flee. 
* 144:2 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, 
and Vulgate; Syriac and Targum read the peoples 
(compare 18:47). 


143:11 for Your name’s sake. The requests of the 
psalmists are often tied to various character traits of 
God. When we pray “in Jesus’ name,” we pray both 
in the authority of His name and in the character it 
represents. 

144:4 like a passing shadow. Human life apart from 
God is presented in the darkest terms by the Word of 
God. Briefly stated, it is short and full of trouble Job 
14:1), uncertain (Luke 12:16-20), and empty (Eccl. 1:2). 
In contrast, Paul the apostle describes the life of the 
redeemed as being like a victorious soldier, a winning 
athlete, a successful farmer, a diligent student, and a 
useable vessel (2 Tim. 2). The redeemed life is marked 
by peace and purpose now, and eternity with Christ 
later. 


144:11 hand of falsehood. The principal lie of the 
enemy was that the Lord could not save His people 
(Is. 36:18-20). 

144:15 Happy. This word could also be translated 
“Blessed.” The happiness that David describes refers 
both to external well-being and to internal peace. 
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Psalm 145 
A Song of God's Majesty and Love 


4A Praise of David. 


1 J will extol You, my God, O King; 
And I will bless Your name forever 
and ever. 
2 Every day I will bless You, 
And I will praise Your name forever 
and ever. 
3 bGreat is the LORD, and greatly to be 
praised; 
And ‘His greatness is unsearchable. 


4 dOne generation shall praise Your 
works to another, 
And shall declare Your mighty acts. 
5 ]* will meditate on the glorious 
splendor of Your majesty, 
And on Your wondrous works.* 
6 Men shall speak of the might of Your 
awesome acts, 
And I will declare Your greatness. 
7 They shall utter the memory of Your 
great goodness, 
And shall sing of Your 
righteousness. 


8 eThe LORD is gracious and full of 
compassion, 
Slow to anger and great in mercy. 
9 fThe LORD is good to all, 
And His tender mercies are over all 
His works. 


10 gAll Your works shall praise You, 
LORD, 
And Your saints shall bless You. 
ll They shall speak of the glory of Your 
kingdom, 
And talk of Your power, 
12 To make known to the sons of men His 
mighty acts, 
And the glorious majesty of His 
kingdom. 
13 hYour kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, 
And Your dominion endures 
throughout all generations.* 


4 The LorD upholds all who fall, 
And iraises up all who are bowed 


down. 
15 iThe eyes of all look expectantly to 
You, 


Psalm 146:6 @ 683 


And ¥ You give them their food in due 
season. 
16 You open Your hand 
'And satisfy the desire of every living 
thing. 


17 The Lorn is righteous in all His ways, 
Gracious in all His works. 
18mThe LORD is near to all who call upon 
Him, 
To all who call upon Him “in truth. 
19 He will fulfill the desire of those who 
fear Him; 
He also will hear their cry and save 
them. 
20 oThe LORD preserves all who love Him, 
But all the wicked He will destroy. 
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the 
LORD, 
And all flesh shall bless His holy name 
Forever and ever. 


Psalm 146 


The Happiness of Those Whose 
Help Is the LorD 


1 Praise the LORD! 


aPraise the LORD, O my soul! 
2 bWhile I live I will praise the LORD; 
I will sing praises to my God while I 
have my being. 


3 cDo not put your trust in princes, 
Nor in a son of man, in whom there is 
no help. 
4 dHis spirit departs, he returns to his 
earth; 
In that very day ¢his plans perish. 


5 fHappy is he who has the God of Jacob 
for his help, 
Whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6 ¢Who made heaven and earth, 
The sea, and all that is in them; 
Who keeps truth forever, 


* 145:5 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate 
read They. ¢ Literally on the words of Your won- 
drous works _* 145:13 Following Masoretic Text 
and Targum; Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, Syriac, 
and Vulgate add The Lorp is faithful in all His 
words, And holy in all His works. 


145:8 gracious and full of compassion. |n contrast 
to the popular image of God as stern and critical, God 
is full of compassion for erring humans—so much so 
that He sent His own Son to redeem them (John 3:16). 
145:13 an everlasting kingdom. The rule of God is 
eternal, and the message of His wonders needs to be 
delivered to all people in the present time. 

145:17 righteous ... Gracious. The pairing of these 
two terms is a powerful description of the character of 
God. Righteousness alone would lead to our destruc- 
tion because of our sin, but God is also kind and gra- 
cious and has arranged a way for us to be saved. 


146:3 in princes. Even the best of people are not 
adequate help in times of terrible stress. 
146:5 hope. Most people are aware that there is 
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684 @ Psalm 146:7 
7 hWho executes justice for the 
oppressed, 
iWho gives food to the hungry. 
iThe LorD gives freedom to the 
prisoners. 


8 kThe LORD opens the eyes of the 
blind; 
'The LORD raises those who are bowed 
down; 
The LorD loves the righteous. 
9 mThe LORD watches over the 
strangers; 
He relieves the fatherless and 
widow; 
nBut the way of the wicked He turns 
upside down. 


10 oThe LORD shall reign forever— 
Your God, O Zion, to all generations. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 147 


Praise to God for His Word and 
Providence 


1 Praise the LORD! 
For 4it is good to sing praises to our 
God; 
>For it is pleasant, and ¢praise is 
beautiful. 


2 The LORD 4builds up Jerusalem; 
eHe gathers together the outcasts of 
Israel. 
3 fHe heals the brokenhearted 
And binds up their wounds. 
4 sHe counts the number of the stars; 
He calls them all by name. 
5 hGreat is our Lord, and imighty in 
power; 
iHis understanding is infinite. 
6 kThe LorD lifts up the humble; 
He casts the wicked down to the 
ground. 


7 Sing to the LoRD with thanksgiving; 
Sing praises on the harp to our 
God, 
8 lWho covers the heavens with 
clouds, 
Who prepares rain for the earth, 
Who makes grass to grow on the 
mountains. 
9 mHe gives to the beast its food, 
And "to the young ravens that cry. 


10 oHe does not delight in the strength of 
the horse; 
He takes no pleasure in the legs of a 
man. 
11 The LorD takes pleasure in those who 
fear Him, 
In those who hope in His mercy. 


12, Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
Praise your God, O Zion! 
13 For He has strengthened the bars of 
your gates; 
He has blessed your children within 
you. 
14 pHe makes peace in your borders, 
And fills you with the finest wheat. 


15 rHe sends out His command to the 
earth; 
His word runs very swiftly. 
16 sHe gives snow like wool; 
He scatters the frost like ashes; 
17 He casts out His hail like morsels; 
Who can stand before His cold? 
18 tHe sends out His word and melts 
them; 
He causes His wind to blow, and the 
waters flow. 


19 uHe declares His word to Jacob, 
VHis statutes and His judgments to 
Israel. 
20wHe has not dealt thus with any 
nation; 
And as for His judgments, they have 
not known them. 


Praise the LoRD! 


more in life than they are getting out of it. They try 
many things to satisfy their desire for a fuller life. But 
like Solomon, who gives his testimony in the Book 
of Ecclesiastes, they find that “things” do not satisfy. 
Blessedness, or fullness of life, comes to those who 
have a relationship with God and hope of eternal life 
with Him. 

146:10 reign forever. God's reign is both present and 
eternal. 

147:2 builds up Jerusalem. The few people who had 
returned from captivity faced an immense task. They 
needed to remember that the work was God's and He 
would see that it was accomplished. 

147:3 heals the brokenhearted. God's principal 
work is always within the human heart (51:10-12). 
147:6 lifts up the humble. God's greatness may be 
approached only by the humble James 4:6). 

147:9 beast its food. Jesus describes God's care as 
extending even to sparrows (Matt. 10:29). 

147:10 He does not delight. The joy that God finds 


in His “very good” creation (Gen. 1) does not com- 
pare with the delight that He takes in humans whose 
hearts are turned to Him. 

147:19 His word. God's word goes throughout His 
creation, causing snow, frost, hail, wind, and every 
other aspect of weather to obey His command. He 
has also given His Word to His people. Will we obey 
as the wind does, or will we be the only element of 
creation that is unresponsive to Him? 
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Psalm 148 
Praise to the LorD from Creation 


1 Praise the LORD! 


Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
Praise Him in the heights! 
2 Praise Him, all His angels; 
Praise Him, all His hosts! 
3 Praise Him, sun and moon; 
Praise Him, all you stars of light! 
4 Praise Him, “you heavens of 
heavens, 
And >you waters above the heavens! 


5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
For ‘He commanded and they were 
created. 
6 dHe also established them forever and 
ever; 
He made a decree which shall not pass 
away. 


7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
eYou great sea creatures and all the 
depths; 
8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; 
Stormy wind, fulfilling His word; 
9 fMountains and all hills; 
Fruitful trees and all cedars; 
Beasts and all cattle; 
Creeping things and flying fowl; 
Kings of the earth and all peoples; 
Princes and all judges of the earth; 
12 Both young men and maidens; 
Old men and children. 


_ 
— 


_ 
= 


13 Let them praise the name of the 
LORD, 
For His name alone is exalted; 
His glory is above the earth and 
heaven. 
4 And He thas exalted the horn of His 
people, 
The praise of iall His saints— 
Of the children of Israel, 
jA people near to Him. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 150:1 @ 685 
Psalm 149 
Praise to God for His Salvation and 
Judgment 


1 Praise the LORD! 


aSing to the LORD a new song, 
And His praise in the assembly of 
saints. 


2 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; 
Let the children of Zion be joyful in 
their King. 
3 cLet them praise His name with the 
dance; 
Let them sing praises to Him with the 
timbrel and harp. 
4 For ¢the LorD takes pleasure in His 
people; 
eHe will beautify the humble with 
salvation. 


5 Let the saints be joyful in glory; 
Let them fsing aloud on their beds. 
6 Let the high praises of God be in their 
mouth, 
And £a two-edged sword in their 
hand, 
7 To execute vengeance on the nations, 
And punishments on the peoples; 
8 To bind their kings with chains, 
And their nobles with fetters of iron; 
9 hTo execute on them the written 
judgment— 
iThis honor have all His saints. 


Praise the LORD! 


Psalm 150 
Let All Things Praise the LorD 


1 Praise¢ the LORD! 


Praise God in His sanctuary; 
Praise Him in His mighty firmament! 


148:5 He commanded and they were created. The 
reality of God as Creator of the universe is the basis of 
His claim on our lives. 

148:14 A people near to Him. When we consider the 
meaning of God's holiness (99:1; Is. 6:3) and the real- 
ity of His power, the marvel that He approaches us to 
mercifully provide for us becomes overwhelming. 
149:1 in the assembly. One of the primary emphases 
in the Book of Psalms is that the praise of God is to 
take place in the center of the worshiping commu- 
nity. Praise unites the people of God (33:1-3). 

149:5 the saints. This term (also translated “godly 
ones”) refers to those who demonstrate in their lives 
the characteristics of the God whom they serve. 
149:6 two-edged sword. The focus of the psalm 
switches from the congregation at worship to the 
army in training. Israel’s army was to be the vanguard 
for the battle of the Lord. Their training was to have a 
strong component of praise and worship to God. 


150:1 Praise the Lorb. This psalm is a development 
of the Hebrew word “hallelujah,” meaning “praise the 
Lord.” 
150:1 Praise—To praise God is to acknowledge 
who He is in all His glory. While thanksgiving is 
given to acknowledge what God has done, praise 
is given to declare who God is. Here are some facts 
about praise: 
+ God alone is worthy of our praise (Ps. 18:3; 113:3). 
+ Itis His will for us to praise Him (Ps. 50:23). 
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686 @ Psalm 150:2 
2 Praise Him for His mighty acts; 
Praise Him according to His excellent 
bgreatness! 


3 Praise Him with the sound of the 
trumpet; 
Praise Him with the lute and harp! 
4 Praise Him with the timbrel and 
dance; 


Praise Him with stringed instruments 
and flutes! 
5 Praise Him with loud cymbals; 
Praise Him with clashing cymbals! 


Let everything that has breath praise 
the LORD. 


Praise the LoRD! 


- Praise should be continuous (Ps. 34:1; 71:6) and 
also public (Ps. 22:25). 

+ We are to praise God for His holiness (2 Chr. 20:21), 
grace (Eph. 1:6), goodness (Ps. 135:3), and kind- 
ness (Ps. 138:2). 

+ All nature praises God (Ps. 148). 

+ The sun, moon, and stars praise Him (Ps. 19:1). 

+ The angels praise Him (Ps. 148:2). 

150:6 everything that has breath. The very breath 


that God gives us should be used to praise Him. As long 
as we live we should praise our Creator (146:1-2). By His 
breath God created all things (33:6), and by our breath 
we should adore Him. The Book of Psalms begins with 
God's blessing on the righteous (1:1) and concludes 
with all of creation blessing its loving Creator. 


150:2 © Deut. 3:24 


THE BOOK OF 


PROVERBS 


> AUTHOR: Solomon's name appears at the beginning of the three sections that 
he wrote: 1-9; 10:1—22:16; and 25-29. Only about 800 of the more than 3,000 prov- 
erbs attributed to Solomon are recorded here. It is likely that Solomon collected 
and edited proverbs other than his own. The collection of Solomonic proverbs in 
chapters 25-29 was assembled by the scribes of King Hezekiah. Some of the sayings 
in Proverbs are quite similar to those found in The Wisdom of Amenemope, a docu- 
ment of teachings on civil service by an Egyptian who probably lived between 1000 
B.c. and 600 B.c. 

> TIME: c. 950-700 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Prov. 3:5-6 

> THEME: The Proverbs are part of what is commonly called the wisdom litera- 
ture of the Bible. Each society needs a way to pass on what it understands to be 
the best way to live to succeeding generations. Biblical wisdom literature pro- 
vided that means for the Jewish community. The Proverbs contain nuggets of 
truth that endure not only in the Jewish culture, but also make sense today. It 
contains basic wisdom on how to deal with the most common everyday issues 
that we face. Transcending personality and culture, the simple truth is that if peo- 
ple followed the advice of Proverbs, many of their problems would be reduced 


dramatically. 


The Beginning of Knowledge 


1 The “proverbs of Solomon the son of Da- 
vid, king of Israel: 


2 To know wisdom and instruction, 
To perceive the words of understanding, 
3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
Justice, judgment, and equity; 
4 To give prudence to the simple, 
To the young man knowledge and 
discretion— 
5 cA wise man will hear and increase 
learning, 
And a man of understanding will 
attain wise counsel, 


6 To understand a proverb and an 
enigma, 

The words of the wise and their 
dyiddles. 


7 eThe fear of the LorD is the beginning 
of knowledge, 
But fools despise wisdom and 
instruction. 


Shun Evil Counsel 
8 fMy son, hear the instruction of your 
father, 
And do not forsake the law of your 
mother; 


1:2-3 To know... To perceive... To receive. These 
verbs refer to the ways we acquire wisdom. Wisdom 
refers to skill. Instruction could also be translated 
discipline; it refers to the process of receiving knowl- 
edge and applying it to daily life. 

1:3 Justice, judgment, and equity. Biblical wisdom 
also has a moral context. It involves all of life and may 
often involve a change of behavior and a commit- 
ment to justice. 

1:4 To the young man knowledge and discretion. 
The young have little experience and are more likely 
to make mistakes. A wise person has learned by expe- 
rience how to distinguish what is true, praiseworthy, 
and good from what is false, shameful, and bad (Rom. 
12:1-2). 

1:7 The fear of the Lorp. This concept is the most 
basic ingredient in wisdom. Fools have rejected 
the fear of the Lord. The term “despise” is strongly 


negative. Not fearing God is the same as rejecting 
wisdom outright (Dan. 11:32; John 17:3). 

1:8 My son, hear. The opening words of wisdom’s 
instruction come as an appeal from parent to son 
(a generic term for child)—a theme that continues 
throughout the book. Both the Old and New Tes- 
taments have one central teaching for children to 
understand—obey your parents. The Fifth Com- 
mandment makes honoring parents the foundational 
teaching in human relationships. It is also the only 
Commandment that comes with a promise, “that 
your days may be long” (Deut. 5:16). Paul’s teaching 
in Ephesians 6:1 echoes what we see here in Proverbs. 
Obeying parents is the right thing to do. 


1:45 Prov. 9:4 
1:7 © Job 28:28 


1:11 Kin. 4:32 
1:64 Ps. 78:2 


1:5 © Prov. 9:9 
1:8 f Prov. 4:1 


688 Proverbs 1:9 
9 For they will be a graceful ornament 
on your head, 
And chains about your neck. 


10 My son, if sinners entice you, 
hDo not consent. 
ll_ If they say, “Come with us, 
Let us ‘lie in wait to shed blood; 
Let us lurk secretly for the innocent 
without cause; 
12 Let us swallow them alive like Sheol,* 
And whole, ‘like those who go down to 
the Pit; 
13, We shall find all kinds of precious 
possessions, 
We shall fill our houses with spoil; 
4 Cast in your lot among us, 
Let us all have one purse”— 
15 My son, ’do not walk in the way with 
them, 
'Keep your foot from their path; 
16mFor their feet run to evil, 
And they make haste to shed blood. 
17 Surely, in vain the net is spread 
In the sight of any bird; 
18 But they lie in wait for their own blood, 
They lurk secretly for their own lives. 
19 nSo are the ways of everyone who is 
greedy for gain; 
It takes away the life of its owners. 


The Call of Wisdom 


20 oWisdom calls aloud outside; 

She raises her voice in the open 
squares. 

21 She cries out in the chief concourses,* 
At the openings of the gates in the city 
She speaks her words: 

22 “How long, you simple ones, will you 

love simplicity? 
For scorners delight in their scorning, 
And fools hate knowledge. 

23 Turn at my rebuke; 

Surely PI will pour out my spirit on you; 
I will make my words known to you. 


24 aBecause I have called and you refused, 
Ihave stretched out my hand and no 
one regarded, 
25 Because you "disdained all my counsel, 
And would have none of my rebuke, 
26 sJ also will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when your terror comes, 
27 When tyour terror comes like a storm, 
And your destruction comes like a 
whirlwind, 
When distress and anguish come upon 
you. 


28 “Then they will call on me, but I will 
not answer; 
They will seek me diligently, but they 
will not find me. 
29 Because they Yhated knowledge 
And did not “choose the fear of the 
LORD, 
30 xThey would have none of my counsel 
And despised my every rebuke. 
31_ Therefore Ythey shall eat the fruit of 
their own way, 
And be filled to the full with their own 
fancies. 
32. For the turning away of the simple will 
slay them, 
And the complacency of fools will 
destroy them; 
33 But whoever listens to me will dwell 
zsafely, 
And 4will be secure, without fear of 
evil.” 


The Value of Wisdom 
My son, if you receive my words, 
And treasure my commands within 
you, 
2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, 
And apply your heart to understanding; 


*1:12 Or the grave *1:21 Septuagint, Syriac, 
and Targum read top of the walls; Vulgate reads 
the head of multitudes. 


From obedience springs the ability to deal with all 
the other important issues of life. The child who has not 
learned to obey his parents, who are God's representa- 
tives in the family, will probably not learn to obey God. 

Christ's obedience is the perfect illustration. He 
was obedient to God the Father even though that 
obedience resulted in His death (Phil. 2:6-8). Being 
obedient for Christ meant no qualifications or limita- 
tions on that obedience. 

1:15-18 My son, do not walk in the way with them. 
The parents speak words of caution. One step on the 
precipitous path is a step toward destruction. Spread- 
ing a net in the sight of the bird one wishes to trap 
would be a fruitless task. Yet the fool is less sensible 
than the bird; he will watch the trap being set and get 
caught in it anyway. 

1:19 takes away the life. The study of wisdom is a 
matter of life and death. 

1:20-21 Wisdom calls aloud outside. The word wis- 
dom is plural and intensive. This fact calls attention to 
the word and heightens its meaning. 

1:22-27 How long, you simple ones, will you love 


simplicity? Wisdom addresses the simple ones. These 
are young people who have not yet made up their 
minds about life or the direction they will take. Wis- 
dom ridicules those who reject her when they come 
to face the inevitable judgment of their foolishness 
(Ps, 2:4). Yet wisdom also laughs with joy at God’s 
work and has delight in the people of God (8:30-31). 
1:28-33 | will not answer. When fools despise wis- 
dom, they must face the results of their choice. Their 
hatred for wisdom arises out of refusal to fear God (v. 
29). Fools bring about their own destruction. In con- 
trast, those who listen to her will find security. 

2:1-5 My son. These verses begin the second of the 
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3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, 
And lift up your voice for 
understanding, 
4 bIf you seek her as silver, 
And search for her as for hidden 
treasures; 
5 cThen you will understand the fear of 
the LORD, 
And find the knowledge of God. 
6 dFor the LORD gives wisdom; 
From His mouth come knowledge and 
understanding; 
7 He stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright; 
eHe is a shield to those who walk 
uprightly; 
He guards the paths of justice, 
And fpreserves the way of His saints. 
8 Then you will understand 
righteousness and justice, 
Equity and every good path. 


10 When wisdom enters your heart, 
And knowledge is pleasant to your 
soul, 
11 Discretion will preserve you; 
sUnderstanding will keep you, 
12 To deliver you from the way of evil, 
From the man who speaks perverse 
things, 
13, From those who leave the paths of 
uprightness 
To walk in the ways of darkness; 
4 iWho rejoice in doing evil, 
And delight in the perversity of the 
wicked; 
15 iWhose ways are crooked, 
And who are devious in their paths; 
16 To deliver you from *the immoral 
woman, 
'From the seductress who flatters with 
her words, 
17, Who forsakes the companion of her 
youth, 
And forgets the covenant of her God. 
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18 For ™her house leads down to death, 
And her paths to the dead; 
19 None who go to her return, 
Nor do they regain the paths of life— 
20 So you may walk in the way of 
goodness, 
And keep to the paths of 
righteousness. 
21 For the upright will dwell in the "land, 
And the blameless will remain in it; 
22 But the wicked will be cut off from the 
earth, 
And the unfaithful will be uprooted 
from it. 


Guidance for the Young 
3 My son, do not forget my law, 
aBut let your heart keep my 
commands; 
2 For length of days and long life 
And °peace they will add to you. 


3 Let not mercy and truth forsake you; 
cBind them around your neck, 
dWrite them on the tablet of your heart, 
4 eAnd so find favor and high esteem 
In the sight of God and man. 


5 fTrust in the LORD with all your heart, 
And lean not on your own 
understanding; 
6 hIn all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He shall direct* your paths. 


7 Do not be wise in your own ieyes; 
Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 
8 It will be health to your flesh,* 
And istrength* to your bones. 


9 kHonor the LORD with your 
possessions, 
And with the firstfruits of all your 
increase; 


*3:6 Or make smooth or straight *3:8 Literally 
navel, figurative of the body ¢ Literally drink or 
refreshment 


“my son” passages and tie the concepts of wisdom 
and the knowledge of God more closely together. 
Wisdom is near but not always easy to embrace. 
2:5-8 the fear of the LorpD ... the knowledge of 
God. When a person seeks wisdom, he or she finds it. 
Those who know God fear or revere Him. sound wis- 
dom. This is another word for wisdom that can also 
mean “abiding success” or “victory.” 

2:10-11 wisdom enters your heart. This phrase 
stresses the internalization of wisdom. The proverbs 
do not merely provide knowledge; they provide 
insight into practical living. 

2:12-15 the way of evil. Evil is directly contrasted 
with wisdom. It is characterized by perverse things 
such as lies, deceptions, and deviousness. 

2:16-19 the immoral woman. The adulteress is 
described as a flatterer, and flattery is the method 
used by the adulteress, not only in trapping her vic- 
tims, but in excusing her sin (30:20). She is unfaithful 
to her husband and prefers to forget the covenant of 
her God (2:17). 

3:3-4 mercy and truth. These words describe God's 


character (Ps. 100:5). The apostle John used the 
Greek equivalent of these words, “grace and truth,” 
to describe Jesus’ character in John 1:14. 

3:5-6 Trust in the Lorb. The verb “trust” is comple- 
mented by the verb “lean.” Trusting in God is a con- 
scious dependence on God, much like leaning on a 
tree for support. The command to acknowledge Him 
means to observe Him and get to know Him in the 
process of living. These are the vital elements of faith 
that should fill every area of life. 

3:9 the firstfruits of all your increase. God expects 
that out of the blessings we receive we should readily 
give. One aspect of worship is giving. These verses 
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690 #® Proverbs 3:10 
10 ISo your barns will be filled with 
plenty, 
And your vats will overflow with new 
wine. 


1lmMly son, do not despise the chastening 
of the LORD, 
Nor detest His correction; 
12 For whom the LorD loves He corrects, 
nJust as a father the son in whom he 
delights. 


13 oHappy is the man who finds wisdom, 
And the man who gains 
understanding; 
M4 pFor her proceeds are better than the 
profits of silver, 
And her gain than fine gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies, 
And 4all the things you may desire 
cannot compare with her. 
16 rLength of days is in her right hand, 
In her left hand riches and honor. 
17 sHer ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 
18 She is ta tree of life to those who take 
hold of her, 
And happy are all who retain her. 


19 uThe LORD by wisdom founded the 
earth; 
By understanding He established the 
heavens; 
20 By His knowledge the depths were 
vbrokKen up, 
And clouds drop down the dew. 


21 My son, let them not depart from your 
eyes— 
Keep sound wisdom and discretion; 
22 So they will be life to your soul 
And grace to your neck. 
23wThen you will walk safely in your way, 
And your foot will not stumble. 
24 When you lie down, you will not be 
afraid; 
Yes, you will lie down and your sleep 
will be sweet. 
25 xDo not be afraid of sudden terror, 
Nor of trouble from the wicked when 
it comes; 


26 For the LORD will be your confidence, 
And will keep your foot from being 
caught. 


27 yDo not withhold good from those to 
whom it is due, 
When it is in the power of your hand 
to do so. 
28 zDo not say to your neighbor, 
“Go, and come back, 
And tomorrow I will give it,” 
When you have it with you. 
29 Do not devise evil against your 
neighbor, 
For he dwells by you for safety’s sake. 
30 aDo not strive with a man without 
cause, 
If he has done you no harm. 


31 bDo not envy the oppressor, 
And choose none of his ways; 
32. For the perverse person is an 
abomination to the LORD, 
cBut His secret counsel is with the 
upright. 
33 dThe curse of the LORD is on the house 
of the wicked, 
But ¢He blesses the home of the just. 
34 fSurely He scorns the scornful, 
But gives grace to the humble. 
35 The wise shall inherit glory, 
But shame shall be the legacy of fools. 


Security in Wisdom 
Hear, “my children, the instruction of 
a father, 
And give attention to know 
understanding; 
2 For I give you good doctrine: 
Do not forsake my law. 

3 When I was my father’s son, 
bTender and the only one in the sight of 

my mother, 

4 cHe also taught me, and said to me: 
“Let your heart retain my words; 
dKeep my commands, and live. 

5 eGet wisdom! Get understanding! 

Do not forget, nor turn away from the 
words of my mouth. 


should not be taken as a formula for getting rich. 
They point to what is the proper response to God's 
gifts to us, not a return we get for investing. 

3:11-12 the chastening of the Lorb. Discipline is the 
other side of God’s grace. We should cherish God's 
correction in our lives, because God disciplines those 
He loves (Heb. 2:7—10). 

3:13-18 Happy. The Beatitudes of Jesus in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount (Matt. 5:3-12) work much the way 
these verses do. God is pleased with people who dis- 
cover that wisdom is a priceless treasure. 

3:19 by wisdom founded the earth. One of the cen- 
tral themes in Proverbs is the association of wisdom 
with creation (8:1—36). 

3:21 Jet them not depart. This verse encourages the 
son to keep faith with wisdom. The intent is much like 
that of the Shema (Deut. 6:4—9). 

4:1-4 I was my father’s son. In Israel training in 


wisdom happened in the home. As his father had 
taught him, so the son now teaches his own sons, one 
generation instructing another. The call for parents to 
teach the things of God to their children is based on 
Deuteronomy 6:7. 

4:5-7 Get wisdom. Verses 5-9 present an impas- 
sioned plea from the father to his sons to acquire 
wisdom whatever the cost. The presentation follows 
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6 Do not forsake her, and she will 
preserve you; 
fLove her, and she will keep you. 
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; 
Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 
understanding. 
8 hExalt her, and she will promote you; 
She will bring you honor, when you 
embrace her. 
9 She will place on your head ‘an 
ornament of grace; 
A crown of glory she will deliver to 
you.” 


10 Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, 
iAnd the years of your life will be many. 
ll JT have taught you in the way of 
wisdom; 
I have led you in right paths. 
12 When you walk, ‘your steps will not be 
hindered, 
mAnd when you run, you will not 
stumble. 
13 Take firm hold of instruction, do not 
let go; 
Keep her, for she is your life. 


14 nDo not enter the path of the wicked, 
And do not walk in the way of evil. 
15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; 
Turn away from it and pass on. 
16 oFor they do not sleep unless they have 
done evil; 
And their sleep is taken away unless 
they make someone fall. 
17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, 
And drink the wine of violence. 


18 pBut the path of the just 4is like the 
shining sun,* 
That shines ever brighter unto the 
perfect day. 
19 rThe way of the wicked is like 
darkness; 
They do not know what makes them 
stumble. 


20 My son, give attention to my words; 
Incline your ear to my sayings. 

21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; 
Keep them in the midst of your heart; 
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22 For they are life to those who find 
them, 
And health to all their flesh. 
23 Keep your heart with all diligence, 
For out of it spring the issues of Slife. 
24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, 
And put perverse lips far from you. 
25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, 
And your eyelids look right before you. 
26 Ponder the path of your ‘feet, 
And let all your ways be established. 
27 Do not turn to the right or the left; 
Remove your foot from evil. 


The Peril of Adultery 


My son, pay attention to my wisdom; 
Lend your ear to my understanding, 
2 That you may preserve discretion, 
And your lips “may keep knowledge. 
3 >For the lips of an immoral woman drip 
honey, 
And her mouth is ‘smoother than oil; 
4 But in the end she is bitter as 
wormwood, 
Sharp as a two-edged sword. 
5 Her feet go down to death, 
dHer steps lay hold of hell.* 
Lest you ponder her path of life— 
Her ways are unstable; 
You do not know them. 


a 


7 Therefore hear me now, my children, 
And do not depart from the words of 
my mouth. 
8 Remove your way far from her, 
And do not go near the door of her 
house, 
9 Lest you give your honor to others, 
And your years to the cruel one; 
10 Lest aliens be filled with your wealth, 
And your labors go to the house of a 
foreigner; 
1! And you mourn at last, 
When your flesh and your body are 
consumed, 
122 And say: 
“How I have hated instruction, 
And my heart despised correction! 


* 4:18 Literally light *5:5 Or Sheol 


a pattern: statement, restatement, embellishment. 
By making generous use of creative restatement, the 
ideas come through strongly. 

4:9 ornament of grace .. . crown of glory. These 
phrases emphasize the supreme value of wisdom. 
The person who holds wisdom in highest esteem and 
embraces it will be exalted and honored. 

4:20-27 Keep your heart with all diligence. This 
section demands constancy of heart and purpose, 
honesty in speech, steadiness of gaze, and a right 
goal in walk and life. Setting off on the path of wis- 
dom is no casual thing. 

5:1-6 the lips of an immoral woman drip honey. 
Chapter 5 returns to the theme of the immoral 
woman (2:16-19). This passage speaks strongly for 
marital fidelity against all pressure to the contrary. 
5:5 Her feet go down to death. This verse warns 


us of the deadly effects of immorality. Fornication, 
adultery, and prostitution lead to personality decay, 
venereal disease, abortion, separation, and divorce. 
5:8-10 Remove your way far from her. Some 
temptations should be avoided at all cost. A wise 
son knows this and will not go near an immoral 
woman. The apostle Paul’s instruction to Timothy 
to flee youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:22) teaches the same 
theme. 
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692 @ Proverbs 5:13 
13 | have not obeyed the voice of my 
teachers, 
Nor inclined my ear to those who 
instructed me! 
4 J was on the verge of total ruin, 
In the midst of the assembly and 
congregation.” 


15 Drink water from your own cistern, 
And running water from your own 

well. 

16 Should your fountains be dispersed 
abroad, 

Streams of water in the streets? 

17 Let them be only your own, 
And not for strangers with you. 

18 Let your fountain be blessed, 

And rejoice with ¢the wife of your 
youth. 

19 fAs a loving deer and a graceful doe, 
Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; 
And always be enraptured with her 

love. 

20 For why should you, my son, be 
enraptured by an immoral 
woman, 

And be embraced in the arms of a 
seductress? 


21 hFor the ways of man are before the 
eyes of the LORD, 
And He ponders all his paths. 
22 iHis own iniquities entrap the wicked 
man, 
And he is caught in the cords of his 
sin. 
3 jHe shall die for lack of instruction, 
And in the greatness of his folly he 
shall go astray. 


be 


Dangerous Promises 
My son, “if you become surety for your 
friend, 
If you have shaken hands in pledge for 
a stranger, 
2 You are snared by the words of your 
mouth; 
You are taken by the words of your 
mouth. 
3 So do this, my son, and deliver 
yourself; 


For you have come into the hand of 
your friend: 
Go and humble yourself; 
Plead with your friend. 
4 bGive no sleep to your eyes, 
Nor slumber to your eyelids. 
5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the 
hand of the hunter, 
And like a bird from the hand of the 
fowler.* 


The Folly of Indolence 
6 cGo to the ant, you sluggard! 
Consider her ways and be wise, 
7 Which, having no captain, 
Overseer or ruler, 
8 Provides her supplies in the summer, 
And gathers her food in the harvest. 
9 dHow long will you slumber, 
O sluggard? 
When will you rise from your sleep? 
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to sleep— 
1 eSo shall your poverty come on you like 
a prowler, 
And your need like an armed man. 


The Wicked Man 
12 A worthless person, a wicked man, 
Walks with a perverse mouth; 
13 fHe winks with his eyes, 
He shuffles his feet, 
He points with his fingers; 
4 Perversity is in his heart, 
#He devises evil continually, 
hHe sows discord. 
15 Therefore his calamity shall come 
isuddenly; 
Suddenly he shall ibe broken kwithout 
remedy. 


16 These six things the LORD hates, 
Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 
17 LA proud look, 
mA lying tongue, 
nHands that shed innocent blood, 
18 oA heart that devises wicked plans, 
>Feet that are swift in running to evil, 


*6:5 That is, one who catches birds in a trap or 
snare 


5:15 Drink water from your own cistern. This image 
is a clear call to marital fidelity. 

5:18 and rejoice with the wife of your youth. We are 
encouraged to find mutual joy and pleasure in the 
marriage bed. It is in fact blessed by God. 

6:1 ifyou become surety for your friend. This phrase 
refers to responsibility for someone else’s debt as in 
cosigning a loan. This does not mean we should never 
be generous, only that we should not promise what 
we cannot deliver. 

6:6 Go to the ant, you sluggard. This passage is a 
warning about laziness. The sluggard is a lazy person 
who is captive to leisure. He can learn all he needs to 
know by studying the work habits of the ant. 

6:12 a wicked man. He is a troublemaker. Unlike 
the sluggard, whose only desire is to take a nap, the 


troublemaker cannot wait to cause more problems. 
He delights in creating dissension. 

6:16 Yes, seven are an abomination to Him. The 
use of numerical progression—six, even seven—in 
these proverbs is a rhetorical device that embellishes 
the poetry and serves as a memory aid. It gives the 
impression that there is more to be said about the 
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19 aA false witness who speaks lies, 
And one who 'sows discord among 
brethren. 


Beware of Adultery 

20 sMy son, keep your father’s command, 
And do not forsake the law of your 

mother. 

21 tBind them continually upon your 

heart; 
Tie them around your neck. 

22 uWhen you roam, they* will lead you; 
When you sleep, Ythey will keep you; 
And when you awake, they will speak 

with you. 

23 wFor the commandment is a lamp, 
And the law a light; 

Reproofs of instruction are the way 
of life, 

24 xTo keep you from the evil woman, 
From the flattering tongue of a 

seductress. 

25 yDo not lust after her beauty in your 

heart, 
Nor let her allure you with her 
eyelids. 

26 For Zby means of a harlot 
A man is reduced to a crust of bread; 

aAnd an adulteress* will prey upon his 
precious life. 

27 Can a man take fire to his bosom, 
And his clothes not be burned? 

28 Can one walk on hot coals, 

And his feet not be seared? 
29 So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s 
wife; 
Whoever touches her shall not be 
innocent. 


30 People do not despise a thief 
If he steals to satisfy himself when he 
is starving. 
31 Yet when he is found, che must restore 
sevenfold; 
He may have to give up all the 
substance of his house. 
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32, Whoever commits adultery witha 
woman “lacks understanding; 
He who does so destroys his own soul. 
33 Wounds and dishonor he will get, 
And his reproach will not be wiped 
away. 
34 For ejealousy is a husband’s fury; 
Therefore he will not spare in the day 
of vengeance. 
35 He will accept no recompense, 
Nor will he be appeased though you 
give many gifts. 


My son, keep my words, 
And ¢treasure my commands within 
you. 
2 bKeep my commands and live, 
cAnd my law as the apple of your eye. 
3 dBind them on your fingers; 
Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
4 Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” 
And call understanding your nearest 
kin, 
5 eThat they may keep you from the 
immoral woman, 
From the seductress who flatters with 
her words. 


i Crafty Harlot 

For at the window of my house 

I looked through my lattice, 
7 And saw among the simple, 

I perceived among the youths, 

A young man ‘devoid of understanding, 
8 Passing along the street near her 

corner; 

And he took the path to her house 
9 sIn the twilight, in the evening, 

In the black and dark night. 


10 And there a woman met him, 
With the attire of a harlot, and a crafty 
heart. 


* 6:22 Literally it 
that is, of another 


* 6:26 Literally a man’s wife, 


topic. The word “abomination” is the Bible’s strongest 
expression of hatred for wickedness. 

6:23 Illumination of God’s Word—lIllumination 
is the last of three important steps that God takes 
to communicate with us. The first step is revelation 
which occurred when God spoke to the authors of 
the Bible. The second step was inspiration, which 
is the process God used to guide them in correctly 
writing down His message. The third step provides 
understanding as men and women hear and see 
God’s message. It is a divine process whereby God 
causes the written revelation to be understood by 
the human heart. 

Christians need this illumination because we are 
blinded by our fallen fleshly natures (1 Cor. 2:14) and 
by Satan himself (2 Cor. 4:3-4). The Holy Spirit is the 
one who illumines us John 14:26). We see this illu- 
mination process at work in Acts 2 when over 3,000 
people respond to Peter's message and become fol- 
lowers of Christ. 

Christians also need this illumination on a day-to- 


day basis to help them fully grasp the marvelous mes- 
sage in God’s Word. Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit 
will show these tremendous truths to us as we read 
the Scriptures (1 Cor. 2:10; 2 Cor. 4:6). 

6:30 if he steals to satisfy himself... starving. This 
passage is not condoning theft. It merely contrasts 
theft with adultery, which never makes sense. For 
ancient Israelites, marital fidelity was a mark of one’s 
fidelity to God. 

7:1-5 as the apple of your eye. People should guard 
wise words as instinctively as they protect the pupil 
of the eye. 
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694 Proverbs 7:11 
11 hShe was loud and rebellious, 
iHer feet would not stay at home. 
12 At times she was outside, at times in 
the open square, 
Lurking at every corner. 
13, So she caught him and kissed him; 
With an impudent face she said to 
him: 
M4 “T have peace offerings with me; 
Today I have paid my vows. 
15 So I came out to meet you, 
Diligently to seek your face, 
And I have found you. 
16 | have spread my bed with tapestry, 
Colored coverings of /Egyptian linen. 
17 Thave perfumed my bed 
With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 
18 Come, let us take our fill of love until 
morning; 
Let us delight ourselves with love. 
19 For my husband is not at home; 
He has gone on a long journey; 
20 He has taken a bag of money with 
him, 
And will come home on the appointed 
day.” 


21 With kher enticing speech she caused 
him to yield, 
'With her flattering lips she seduced 
him. 
22 Immediately he went after her, as an 
ox goes to the slaughter, 
Or as a fool to the correction of the 
stocks,* 
23 Till an arrow struck his liver. 
mAs a bird hastens to the snare, 
He did not know it would cost his life. 


24 Now therefore, listen to me, my 
children; 
Pay attention to the words of my 
mouth: 
25 Do not let your heart turn aside to her 
ways, 
Do not stray into her paths; 
26 For she has cast down many wounded, 
And "all who were slain by her were 
strong men. 
27 oHer house is the way to hell,* 
Descending to the chambers of death. 


The Excellence of Wisdom 
Does not «wisdom cry out, 
And understanding lift up her voice? 
2 She takes her stand on the top of the 
high hill, 
Beside the way, where the paths meet. 
3 She cries out by the gates, at the entry 
of the city, 
At the entrance of the doors: 
4 “To you, O men, I call, 
And my voice is to the sons of men. 
5 QO you simple ones, understand 
prudence, 
And you fools, be of an understanding 
heart. 
6 Listen, for I will speak of excellent 
things, 
And from the opening of my lips will 
come right things; 
7 For my mouth will speak truth; 
Wickedness is an abomination to my 
lips. 
8 Allthe words of my mouth are with 
righteousness; 
Nothing crooked or perverse is in 
them. 
9 They are all plain to him who 
understands, 
And right to those who find 
knowledge. 
10 Receive my instruction, and not silver, 
And knowledge rather than choice 
gold; 
ll cFor wisdom is better than rubies, 
And all the things one may desire 
cannot be compared with her. 


12 “JT, wisdom, dwell with prudence, 
And find out knowledge and 
discretion. 
13 dThe fear of the LORD is to hate evil; 
ePride and arrogance and the evil way 
And fthe perverse mouth I hate. 
4 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom; 
Iam understanding, #I have strength. 
15 hBy me kings reign, 
And rulers decree justice. 


* 7:22 Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read as a 
dog to bonds; Vulgate reads as a lamb ... to bonds. 
* 7:27 Or Sheol 


7:15 | came out to meet you. All the adulteress does 
is perverse. Here she presents an offering as a feast for 
the young man she plans to entrap. She overcomes 
her target's fear by assuring him that her husband will 
not come home and discover them together. 

7:22 as a fool to the correction of the stocks. This 
Passage uses several unflattering metaphors to 
describe how a young fool falls into immorality. 

8:1 Does not wisdom cry out? Wisdom, in contrast 
to foolishness, wants to reach everyone and therefore 
broadcasts her message publicly, unlike the immoral 
woman, who uses privacy and deception to achieve 
her goals. Wisdom is open to all. Her location is at the 
place of decision, the place of authority, the place of 
beginnings. She speaks loudly, but only those who 


adjust their lives to God’s truth actually enjoy the 
spoils of wisdom. 

8:13 The fear of the Loro is to hate evil. The offer 
of wisdom is held out only to those who fear God. 
Coming to wisdom requires coming to God, and 
coming to God means turning away from all that God 
hates—evil, pride, and arrogance. 

8:15 By me kings reign, and rulers. Power and 
authority require the use of wisdom. 


7:11" Prov. 9:13 ‘Titus 2:5 
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16 By me princes rule, and nobles, 
All the judges of the earth.* 
17 iJ love those who love me, 
And ithose who seek me diligently will 
find me. 
18 kRiches and honor are with me, 
Enduring riches and righteousness. 
19 My fruit is better than gold, yes, than 
fine gold, 
And my revenue than choice silver. 
20 I traverse the way of righteousness, 
In the midst of the paths of justice, 
21 That I may cause those who love me to 
inherit wealth, 
That I may fill their treasuries. 


22 “The! LORD possessed me at the 
beginning of His way, 
Before His works of old. 
23 mJ have been established from everlasting, 
From the beginning, before there was 
ever an earth. 
24 When there were no depths I was 
brought forth, 
When there were no fountains 
abounding with water. 
25 nBefore the mountains were settled, 
Before the hills, I was brought forth; 
26 While as yet He had not made the 
earth or the fields, 
Or the primal dust of the world. 
27 When He prepared the heavens, I was 
there, 
When He drew a circle on the face of 
the deep, 
28 When He established the clouds 
above, 
When He strengthened the fountains 
of the deep, 
29 oWhen He assigned to the sea its limit, 
So that the waters would not 
transgress His command, 
When PHe marked out the foundations 
of the earth, 
30 aThen I was beside Him as a master 
craftsman;* 
rAnd I was daily His delight, 
Rejoicing always before Him, 
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31 Rejoicing in His inhabited world, 
And smy delight was with the sons of 
men. 


32 “Now therefore, listen to me, my 
children, 
For tblessed are those who keep my 
ways. 
33 Hear instruction and be wise, 
And do not disdain it. 
34 uBlessed is the man who listens to me, 
Watching daily at my gates, 
Waiting at the posts of my doors. 
35 For whoever finds me finds life, 
And vobtains favor from the LORD; 
36 But he who sins against me “wrongs 
his own soul; 
All those who hate me love death.” 


The Way of Wisdom 


Wisdom has built her house, 
She has hewn out her seven pillars; 
2 bShe has slaughtered her meat, 
cShe has mixed her wine, 
She has also furnished her table. 
3 She has sent out her maidens, 
She cries out from the highest places 
of the city, 
4 “Whoever? is simple, let him turn in 
here!” 
As for him who lacks understanding, 
she says to him, 
5 “Come,? eat of my bread 
And drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6 Forsake foolishness and live, 
And go in the way of understanding. 


7 “He who corrects a scoffer gets shame 
for himself, 
And he who rebukes a wicked man 
only harms himself. 
8 fDonot correct ascoffer, lest he hate you; 
Rebuke a wise man, and he will love 
you. 


* 8:16 Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum, and Vul- 
gate read righteousness; Septuagint, Bomberg, 
and some manuscripts and editions read earth. 
* 8:30 A Jewish tradition reads one brought up. 


8:30-31 as a master craftsman. With wisdom’s 
skill, God created the universe. A proper study of 
the universe is a progressive study of God’s wisdom. 
Her greatest joy comes in the finest of the work of 
God—the sons of men—that is, humankind. 

9:1 seven pillars. The number seven represents com- 
pleteness, as it often does in Semitic poetry. That is, it 
is not that there were precisely seven pillars so much 
as that the house of wisdom was solidly built and sub- 
stantial in character. 

9:2 mixed her wine. Wine was a staple in ancient 
Israel; but when a feast was special, a homemaker 
would add aromatic spices to the wine, enlivening 
the bouquet and improving the taste (Song 8:2). This 
idea sets up a contrast with the foolish woman. While 
wisdom is busy, attending to every detail like a gra- 
cious hostess, the foolish woman sits at the entrance 
of her house with very little to do (9:14). 

9:4 Whoever is simple. Wisdom makes a point of 


inviting the naive, meaning those who have not yet 
made up their minds about their course in life. The 
person who comes to wisdom has nothing to lose but 
naiveté. Hebrews 5:14 speaks of a mature person as 
one who is able to eat and enjoy solid food, in con- 
trast to the naive, who is able only to drink milk. 

9:7 He who corrects a scoffer. This personality is 
thoroughly set against wisdom (1:22) and scoffs at 
the things of God (Ps. 1:1). By contrast a wise man 
accepts correction and responds with gratitude to 
the one who points out his error. 
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696 Proverbs 9:9 
9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he 
will be still wiser; 
Teach a just man, “and he will 
increase in learning. 


10 “Thei fear of the LORD is the beginning 
of wisdom, 
And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. 
ll iFor by me your days will be multiplied, 
And years of life will be added to you. 
12 k]f you are wise, you are wise for 
yourself, 
And if you scoff, you will bear it alone.” 


The Way of Folly 
13 1A foolish woman is clamorous; 
She is simple, and knows nothing. 
4 For she sits at the door of her house, 
On a seat ™by the highest places of 
the city, 
15 To call to those who pass by, 
Who go straight on their way: 
16 “Whoever” is simple, let him turn in 
here”; 
And as for him who lacks 
understanding, she says to him, 
17 “Stolen? water is sweet, 
And bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” 
18 But he does not know that the dead 
are there, 
That her guests are in the depths of 
hell.* 


Wise Sayings of Solomon 
1 '@] The proverbs of «Solomon: 


bA wise son makes a glad father, 
But a foolish son is the grief of his 
mother. 


2 cTreasures of wickedness profit 
nothing, 
dBut righteousness delivers from death. 


3 eThe LORD will not allow the righteous 
soul to famish, 
But He casts away the desire of the 
wicked. 


4 fHe who has a slack hand becomes poor, 
But #the hand of the diligent makes 
rich. 
5 He who gathers in "summer is a wise 
son; 
He who sleeps in harvest is ‘a son who 
causes shame. 


6 Blessings are on the head of the 
righteous, 
But violence covers the mouth of the 
wicked. 
7 iThe memory of the righteous is blessed, 
But the name of the wicked will rot. 


8 The wise in heart will receive 
commands, 
kBut a prating fool will fall. 
9 !He who walks with integrity walks 
securely, 
But he who perverts his ways will 
become known. 


10 He who winks with the eye causes 
trouble, 
But a prating fool will fall. 
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The mouth of the righteous is a well of 
life, 

But violence covers the mouth of the 
wicked. 


12 Hatred stirs up strife, 
But love covers all sins. 


13. Wisdom is found on the lips of him 
who has understanding, 
But "a rod is for the back of him who is 
devoid of understanding. 


*9:18 Or Sheol 


9:13-18 A foolish woman is clamorous. This sec- 
tion is a parody of 9:1-6. Like personified wisdom, 
the woman of folly calls out an invitation. But she 
is brash, loud, undisciplined, and knows nothing 
(7:10-12). She cries out in the same words that wis- 
dom has used, but she has no marvelous banquet for 
her guests, only shabby food, stolen and meager. 
9:18 the dead are there. Fools cast away all restraint 
and express their freedom in direct defiance of 
heaven's moral law for the ordering of our conduct 
on earth. But they do not know that the end of such 
perverse behavior is death. The way of wisdom is to 
turn from such a disastrous course while there is time. 
10:1 The proverbs of Solomon. This section focuses 
on the wise son in contrast with the foolish son. Son is 
used generically for son and daughter. 

10:4 slack hand. Proverbs often links laziness with 
poverty, and hard work with riches. 

10:7 But the name of the wicked. |n biblical times a 
person’s name was most significant. When a person's 
name was remembered by future generations for 
good, that person’s life was believed to have been of 
great value. But when the memory of a name rotted 
away, it was as though that person had never lived. 


10:9 walks with integrity. Many of the proverbs con- 
trast two paths of life. This phrase means conforming 
to God's law as a course of life. Choosing crooked 
paths is willfully to disdain the guidance God so gra- 
ciously provided. 

10:12 Hatred... love. This verse describes inter- 
personal relationships, not salvation. When people 
respond in love to each other, they cover over the sins 
or offenses that would otherwise come between them. 
10:13 But a rod is for the back of him. Rod refers 
to punishment, in this case deserved. The phrase 
“devoid of understanding” comes from the Hebrew 
idiom “lack heart.” The one who “lacks heart” is con- 
trasted with the one who is “wise in heart” (10:8). 
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4 Wise people store up knowledge, 
But the mouth of the foolish is near 
destruction. 


15 The Prich man’s wealth is his strong 
city; 
The destruction of the poor is their 
poverty. 


16 The labor of the righteous leads to 
dlife, 
The wages of the wicked to sin. 


17 He who keeps instruction is in the way 
of life, 
But he who refuses correction goes 
astray. 


18 Whoever ‘hides hatred has lying lips, 
And swhoever spreads slander is a fool. 


19 tin the multitude of words sin is not 
lacking, 
But “he who restrains his lips is wise. 


20 The tongue of the righteous is choice 
silver; 
The heart of the wicked is worth little. 
21 The lips of the righteous feed many, 


But fools die for lack of wisdom.* 


22 vThe blessing of the LORD makes one 
rich, 
And He adds no sorrow with it. 


23 wTo do evil is like sport to a fool, 
But a man of understanding has 
wisdom. 
24 xThe fear of the wicked will come upon 
him, 
And Ythe desire of the righteous will 
be granted. 
25 When the whirlwind passes by, 2the 
wicked is no more, 
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But “the righteous has an everlasting 
foundation. 


26 As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to 
the eyes, 
So is the lazy man to those who send 
him. 


27 bThe fear of the LORD prolongs days, 
But cthe years of the wicked will be 
shortened. 
28 The hope of the righteous will be 
gladness, 
But the “expectation of the wicked will 
perish. 
29. The way of the LORD is strength for 
the upright, 
But edestruction will come to the 
workers of iniquity. 


30 The righteous will never be removed, 
But the wicked will not inhabit the 
earth. 
31 The mouth of the righteous brings 
forth wisdom, 
But the perverse tongue will be cut 
out. 
32. The lips of the righteous know what is 
acceptable, 
But the mouth of the wicked what is 
perverse. 
1 1 aDishonest scales are an 
abomination to the LORD, 
But a just weight is His delight. 
2 When pride comes, then comes 


bshame; 
But with the humble is wisdom. 


* 10:21 Literally heart 


10:14-15 store up knowledge. This set of verses 
contrasts the wise person's pursuit of knowledge 
with the empty talk of a fool. Wealth is like a fortress. 
In biblical times only walled cities had any defense 
against enemy armies. 

10:16-17 The labor of the righteous leads to life. 
These verses present the doctrine of the two ways. 
The righteous are on the way of life but the wicked 
wander from it. 

10:23 like sport to a fool. Sport here usually means 
“joyous laughter.” Here the proverb uses the word 
in a completely negative sense. For the fool, wick- 
edness is only a game. He makes up the rules as he 
goes along; for losing is only in getting caught. But a 
person who has understanding takes a longer-term 
perspective. 

10:25 the righteous has an everlasting foundation. 
The short-lived nature of the wicked is contrasted 
with the stability of the righteous. The foundation 
of righteousness is faith in God, much like the waters 
that nourish the tree of Psalm 1:3. 

10:28 hope . . . expectation. The righteous have 
something to look forward to; the wicked do not. 
10:29 The way of the Lorp is strength for the 
upright. Different people see the way of the Lord 
differently. Those who are innocent see it as a shel- 
ter from the storm. Those who practice iniquity see 


it only as a source of condemnation and wrath. The 
viewer's perspective makes all the difference. 
10:31-32 The mouth of the righteous brings forth 
wisdom. These verses form another pair of sentences 
about true and false speech. This repetition with 
variation indicates the significance of truth and false- 
hood. 

11:1 Dishonest scales are abomination to the Lorb. 
Dealing fairly with one another is an outgrowth of 
the command to love one’s neighbor as oneself (Lev. 
19:18), which in turn is an outgrowth of the central 
command given to Israel, to love God above all else 
(Deut. 6:4-9). That is why dishonest scales are an 
abomination to God. 

11:2 When pride comes. Many proverbs contrast 
the arrogant with the humble, as this one does. The 
Hebrew word for pride comes from a root that means 
“to boil up”, it refers to a raging arrogance or inso- 
lence. 
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3 The integrity of the upright will guide 
cthem, 
But the perversity of the unfaithful 
will destroy them. 
4 dRiches do not profit in the day of 
wrath, 
But ¢righteousness delivers from 
death. 
5 The righteousness of the blameless 
will direct* his way aright, 
But the wicked will fall by his own 
fwickedness. 
6 The righteousness of the upright will 
deliver them, 
But the unfaithful will be caught by 
their lust. 


7 When a wicked man dies, his 
expectation will ¢perish, 
And the hope of the unjust perishes. 
8 hThe righteous is delivered from 
trouble, 
And it comes to the wicked instead. 
9 The hypocrite with his mouth destroys 
his neighbor, 
But through knowledge the righteous 
will be delivered. 
10 ‘When it goes well with the righteous, 
the city rejoices; 
And when the wicked perish, there is 
jubilation. 
ll By the blessing of the upright the city 
is jexalted, 
But it is overthrown by the mouth of 
the wicked. 


12 He who is devoid of wisdom despises 
his neighbor, 
But a man of understanding holds his 
peace. 


13 kA talebearer reveals secrets, 
But he who is of a faithful spirit 
'conceals a matter. 


14mWhere there is no counsel, the people 
fall; 
But in the multitude of counselors 
there is safety. 


15 He who is "surety for a stranger will 
suffer, 
But one who hates being surety is 
secure. 


16 A gracious woman retains honor, 
But ruthless men retain riches. 
17 oThe merciful man does good for his 
own soul, 
But he who is cruel troubles his own 
flesh. 
18 The wicked man does deceptive work, 
But Phe who sows righteousness will 
have a sure reward. 
19 As righteousness leads to “life, 
So he who pursues evil pursues it to 
his own "death. 
Those who are of a perverse heart are 
an abomination to the LORD, 
But the blameless in their ways are 
His delight. 
sThough they join forces,* the wicked 
will not go unpunished; 
But ‘the posterity of the righteous will 
be delivered. 
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22 As aring of gold in a swine’s snout, 
So is a lovely woman who lacks 
discretion. 


23° The desire of the righteous is only 
good, 
But the expectation of the wicked “is 
wrath. 


24 There is one who vscatters, yet 
increases more; 
And there is one who withholds more 
than is right, 
But it leads to poverty. 
25 wThe generous soul will be made rich, 
xAnd he who waters will also be 
watered himself. 
26 The people will curse yhim who 
withholds grain, 
But 2blessing will be on the head of 
him who sells it. 


* 11:5 Or make smooth or straight * 11:21 Liter- 
ally hand to hand 


11:10 When it goes well with the righteous. Truly 
righteous people bring justice to all the inhabitants 
of a city, and the city experiences true peace. Many 
of the psalm writers cried for vindication of the righ- 
teous and for a cessation of evil (Ps. 69:22—28). 

11:13 A talebearer reveals secrets. A faithful friend 
conceals delicate matters that an unfaithful person 
reveals. 

11:14 in the multitude of counselors. |n modern 
times, as in the past, leaders of nations need ade- 
quate counsel. We all need to seek advice from wise 
and trustworthy people. 

11:17 The merciful man does good for his own 
soul. Throughout the Bible, God promises that good 
actions will return to you in benefits. Behavior that 
hurts others will hurt you as well. 

11:19 leads to life. Proverbs such as this remind us 
that the pursuit of righteousness is a matter of life 
and death. 


11:22 ring of gold. A golden ring would be ludicrous 
on a pig’s snout. To the ancient Israelites, pigs were 
unclean and repellent. The immoral person is com- 
pared to such an animal, no matter what the outward 
appearance might be. 

11:24-26 There is one who scatters. These proverbs 
should shape our attitudes toward wealth: We should 
share it. Stinginess may lead to poverty. Generosity 
has the opposite effect. Selfishness is foolish because 
it only creates enemies and dishonors God. 
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27 He who earnestly seeks good finds 
favor, 
aBut trouble will come to him who 
seeks evil. 


28 bHe who trusts in his riches will fall, 
But ¢the righteous will flourish like 
foliage. 


29 He who troubles his own house ¢will 
inherit the wind, 
And the fool will be ¢servant to the 
wise of heart. 


30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life, 
And fhe who wins souls is wise. 


31 eIf the righteous will be recompensed 
on the earth, 
How much more the ungodly and the 
sinner. 


1 Whoever loves instruction loves 
knowledge, 
But he who hates correction is stupid. 


2 A good man obtains favor from the 
LORD, 
But a man of wicked intentions He will 
condemn. 


3 A manis not established by 
wickedness, 
But the root of the righteous cannot 
be moved. 


4 bAn excellent* wife is the crown of her 
husband, 
But she who causes shame is ‘like 
rottenness in his bones. 


5 The thoughts of the righteous are 

right, 
But the counsels of the wicked are 

deceitful. 

6 dThe words of the wicked are, “Lie in 
wait for blood,” 

eBut the mouth of the upright will 

deliver them. 


7 fThe wicked are overthrown and are no 
more, 
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But the house of the righteous will 
stand. 


8 Aman will be commended according 
to his wisdom, 
sBut he who is of a perverse heart will 
be despised. 


9 hBetter is the one who is slighted but 
has a servant, 
Than he who honors himself but lacks 
bread. 


10 iA righteous man regards the life of his 
animal, 
But the tender mercies of the wicked 
are cruel. 


ll iHe who tills his land will be satisfied 
with bread, 
But he who follows frivolity ‘is devoid 
of understanding.* 


12 The wicked covet the catch of evil men, 
But the root of the righteous yields 
fruit. 
13mThe wicked is ensnared by the 
transgression of his lips, 
nBut the righteous will come through 
trouble. 
14 oA man will be satisfied with good by 
the fruit of his mouth, 
pAnd the recompense of a man’s hands 
will be rendered to him. 


15 aThe way of a fool is right in his own 
eyes, 
But he who heeds counsel is wise. 
16 rA fool’s wrath is known at once, 
But a prudent man covers shame. 


17 sHe who speaks truth declares 
righteousness, 
But a false witness, deceit. 
18 tThere is one who speaks like the 
piercings of a sword, 
But the tongue of the wise promotes 
health. 


* 12:4 Literally A wife of valor 
heart 


* 12:11 Literally 


11:31 much more. This proverb argues from a prem- 
ise to a conclusion. Since the righteous will finally find 
their reward, it follows that the wicked, who are defi- 
ant toward God and in conflict with His works, will 
certainly receive judgment. 

12:1 But he who hates correction is stupid. Literally 
“stupid as a cow.” 

12:4 An excellent wife. A husband should rejoice in 
such a woman because her noble character brings 
him honor. 

12:5-6 The thoughts of the righteous. A person's 
thoughts are the foundation of his or her words and 
deeds. The words of wicked persons can be like a 
deadly ambush. 

12:9 he who honors himself. This verse contrasts a 
person who is a “nobody” but has a servant with a 
person who makes a great display but does not even 
have food on the table. Pretension destroys those 
who indulge in it. 


12:16 known at once. Careless words can make a fool 
out of us, so we are wise to think before we speak. 
Whereas the wise man restrains his anger and turns 
it away, the fool constantly loses his temper (29:11). 
12:18-19 the tongue of the wise promotes health. 
Many proverbs praise people who speak carefully 
and truthfully. Speech reflects a person's character. 
The words of a righteous person soothe the listener. 
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700 ® Proverbs 12:19 
19 The truthful lip shall be established 
forever, 
uBut a lying tongue is but for a moment. 
20 Deceit is in the heart of those who 
devise evil, 
But counselors of peace have joy. 
21 vNo grave trouble will overtake the 
righteous, 
But the wicked shall be filled with evil. 
22 wLying lips are an abomination to the 
LORD, 
But those who deal truthfully are His 
delight. 


23 xA prudent man conceals knowledge, 
But the heart of fools proclaims 
foolishness. 


24 yThe hand of the diligent will rule, 
But the lazy man will be put to forced 
labor. 


25 zAnxiety in the heart of man causes 
depression, 
But ¢a good word makes it glad. 


26 The righteous should choose his 
friends carefully, 
For the way of the wicked leads them 
astray. 


27 The lazy man does not roast what he 
took in hunting, 
But diligence is man’s precious 
possession. 


28 In the way of righteousness is life, 
And in its pathway there is no death. 


1 A wise son heeds his father’s 
instruction, 
aBut a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 


2 bA man shall eat well by the fruit of his 
mouth, 
But the soul of the unfaithful feeds on 
violence. 


3 cHe who guards his mouth preserves 
his life, 
But he who opens wide his lips shall 
have destruction. 


4 dThe soul of a lazy man desires, and 
has nothing; 
But the soul of the diligent shall be 
made rich. 


5 A righteous man hates lying, 
But a wicked man is loathsome and 
comes to shame. 
6 eRighteousness guards him whose way 
is blameless, 
But wickedness overthrows the sinner. 


7 fThere is one who makes himself rich, 
yet has nothing; 

And one who makes himself poor, yet 
has great riches. 


8 The ransom ofa man’s life is his riches, 
But the poor does not hear rebuke. 


9 The light of the righteous rejoices, 
sBut the lamp of the wicked will be put 
out. 


10 By pride comes nothing but "strife, 
But with the well-advised is wisdom. 


‘Wealth gained by dishonesty will be 
diminished, 

But he who gathers by labor will 
increase. 


12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
But ‘when the desire comes, it is a tree 
of life. 


13. He who kdespises the word will be 
destroyed, 
But he who fears the commandment 
will be rewarded. 


1 


= 


14 [The law of the wise is a fountain of life, 
To turn one away from “the snares of 
death. 


12:22 Lying lips are an abomination. Abomination 
is something that “nauseates” God (11:20). The term 
conveys extreme hatred. 

12:25 Anxiety in the heart of man. Anxiety loses 
some of its force in the face of a positive, encouraging 
word. Barnabas is an example of an encourager in the 
early church (Acts 4:36). 

12:26 The righteous should choose his friends 
carefully. Our friends help to determine who we 
will become, and an excellent example inspires us to 
copy. 

12:27 The lazy man. Lazy people do work, they just 
don't always finish what they start. The cure for their 
laziness is diligence—to follow through to the end. 
13:5 A righteous man hates lying. The person who 
hates lying does not merely feel bad about it; he 
avoids it like the plague. 

13:7 rich, yet has nothing. The paradox of greed 
causing poverty, and of generosity causing wealth, 
is a recurring theme in Scripture (Matt. 6:19-21). The 
point is not how much money you have, but what you 
do with it. 

13:9 The light of the righteous rejoices. For an 
ancient Israelite, an oil lamp would be the only source 


of light at night. Without it, a person had no way of 
seeing the path in front of him. 

13:10 By pride. It is self-centeredness and having to 
push one’s own ideas that bring quarrels. The wise 
know when to speak and when to keep still. 

13:11 Wealth gained by dishonesty will be dimin- 
ished. This proverb describes the natural long-term 
consequences of cheating. People who compromise 
their honesty to get rich merely postpone the inev- 
itable need to earn their keep. The day comes when 
their cheating catches up with them, but by then 
their honest colleagues have become far better at 
obtaining wealth. 

13:14 fountain of life. In an arid land such as ancient 
Judah, a fountain provided water for oneself and for 
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15 Good understanding gains "favor, 
But the way of the unfaithful is hard. 
16 oFvery prudent man acts with 
knowledge, 
But a fool lays open his folly. 


17 A wicked messenger falls into 
trouble, 
But ¥a faithful ambassador brings 
health. 


18 Poverty and shame will come to him 
who disdains correction, 
But the who regards a rebuke will be 
honored. 


19 A desire accomplished is sweet to the 
soul, 
But it is an abomination to fools to 
depart from evil. 


20 He who walks with wise men will be 
wise, 
But the companion of fools will be 
destroyed. 


21 rEvil pursues sinners, 
But to the righteous, good shall be 
repaid. 


22 A good man leaves an inheritance to 
his children’s children, 
But ‘the wealth of the sinner is stored 
up for the righteous. 


23 tMuch food is in the fallow ground of 
the poor, 
And for lack of justice there is waste.* 


24 uHe who spares his rod hates his son, 
But he who loves him disciplines him 
promptly. 


5 vThe righteous eats to the satisfying of 
his soul, 

But the stomach of the wicked shall be 
in want. 


1 4 The wise woman builds her house, 
But the foolish pulls it down with her 
hands. 


te 


Proverbs 14:12. @ 701 


2 He who walks in his uprightness 
fears the LORD, 
aBut he who is perverse in his ways 
despises Him. 


3 In the mouth of a fool is a rod of 
pride, 
>But the lips of the wise will preserve 
them. 


4 Where no oxen are, the trough is 
clean; 
But much increase comes by the 
strength of an ox. 


5 A cfaithful witness does not lie, 
But a false witness will utter 4lies. 


6 Ascoffer seeks wisdom and does not 
find it, 
But ¢knowledge is easy to him who 
understands. 
7 Go from the presence of a foolish 
man, 
When you do not perceive in him the 
lips of ‘knowledge. 
8 The wisdom of the prudent is to 
understand his way, 
But the folly of fools is deceit. 


9 sFools mock at sin, 
But among the upright there is 
favor. 


10 The heart knows its own 
bitterness, 
And a stranger does not share its 
joy. 
11 hThe house of the wicked will be 
overthrown, 
But the tent of the upright will 
flourish. 


12 iThere is a way that seems right toa 
man, 
But jits end is the way of kdeath. 


* 13:23 Literally what is swept away 


one’s flocks. It was a necessity—a source of life. A 
fountain is also a picture for salvation (Is. 12:1-3). 
13:15 Good understanding gains favor. Favor with 
God and other people—a good reputation is highly 
desirable because it ensures that you won't be alone 
in life. A good reputation was the first qualification 
listed by the apostles for deacons in the early church 
(Acts 6:3). 

13:20 He who walks with wise men. Our selection of 
friends (12:26) is extremely important. Pressure from 
peers is much stronger than many people realize. 
13:24 hates... loves. This is the first of several prov- 
erbs on parental discipline. A parent's loving discipline 
is modeled after God’s loving correction (3:11-12). 
14:1 wise woman builds her house. She develops a 
peaceful setting for family nurture. 

14:2 fears the Lorb. This phrase contrasts starkly 
with “despises him.” Love for uprightness will nat- 
urally coincide with love and respect for the most 
upright One of all, God Himself. Love for perversity 
will likewise result in hatred for Him. Fear of the Lord 


as the beginning of wisdom is the central theme of 
Proverbs (1:7). 

14:4 the trough is clean. A farmer has to put up with 
some messes in the barn if he wants the help of an ox. 
This is not an excuse to be slovenly, but an encour- 
agement to work hard. 

14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man. 
Only when it is too late does the deluded person 
discover that he is on the crowded highway to death. 
The implication is not that he was tricked, but that he 
relied too heavily on his own “wisdom” rather than 
turning in humility to God. 
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702 @ Proverbs 14:13 
13 Even in laughter the heart may sorrow, 
And 'the end of mirth may be grief. 


4 The backslider in heart will be “filled 
with his own ways, 
But a good man will be satisfied from 
nabove.* 


15 The simple believes every word, 
But the prudent considers well his 
steps. 
16 oA wise man fears and departs from 
evil, 
But a fool rages and is self-confident. 
17 _ A quick-tempered man acts foolishly, 
And a man of wicked intentions is 
hated. 
18 The simple inherit folly, 
But the prudent are crowned with 
knowledge. 
19 The evil will bow before the good, 
And the wicked at the gates of the 
righteous. 


20 pThe poor man is hated even by his 
own neighbor, 
But the rich has many “friends. 
21 He who despises his neighbor sins; 
‘But he who has mercy on the poor, 
happy is he. 


22 Do they not go astray who devise 
evil? 
But mercy and truth belong to those 
who devise good. 


23 In all labor there is profit, 
But idle chatter* leads only to poverty. 


24 The crown of the wise is their riches, 
But the foolishness of fools is folly. 


25 A true witness delivers ssouls, 
But a deceitful witness speaks lies. 


26 Inthe fear of the LORD there is strong 
confidence, 
And His children will have a place of 
refuge. 
7 tThe fear of the LorD is a fountain of 
life, 
To turn one away from the snares of 
death. 


i 


28 In a multitude of people is a king’s 
honor, 
But in the lack of people is the 
downfall of a prince. 


29 uHe who is slow to wrath has great 
understanding, 
But he who is impulsive* exalts folly. 


30 A sound heart is life to the body, 
But venvy is vrottenness to the bones. 


31 xHe who oppresses the poor reproaches 
vhis Maker, 
But he who honors Him has mercy on 
the needy. 


32. The wicked is banished in his 
wickedness, 
But 2the righteous has a refuge in his 
death. 


33 Wisdom rests in the heart of him who 
has understanding, 
But “what is in the heart of fools is 
made known. 


34 Righteousness exalts a >nation, 
But sin is a reproach to any people. 


35 cThe king’s favor is toward a wise 
servant, 
But his wrath is against him who 
causes shame. 


1 5 A 4soft answer turns away wrath, 
But a harsh word stirs up anger. 
2 The tongue of the wise uses 
knowledge rightly, 
cBut the mouth of fools pours forth 
foolishness. 


3 dThe eyes of the LORD are in every 
place, 

Keeping watch on the evil and the 
good. 


4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, 
But perverseness in it breaks the 
spirit. 


* 14:14 Literally from above himself * 14:23 Lit- 
erally talk of thelips * 14:29 Literally short of 
spirit 


14:19 at the gates of the righteous. In an ancient 
walled city, the gate area would normally be the 
weakest section of the wall. The city engineers of 
ancient Canaan developed complex structures to 
fortify this point. Controlling the gate of a city meant 
controlling the city. 

14:31 oppresses ... honors. The theme of “as you 
treat people, so you treat God” is central to Scripture 
(Ex. 22:22-24; Matt. 25:31-46). 

14:32 The wicked is banished in his wickedness. 
Some of the proverbs describe deliverance from 
death itself (11:4). The teaching of life after death is 
not a major teaching in the Old Testament, but nei- 
ther is it altogether neglected. 

14:34 Righteousness exalts a nation. Although 
each individual is responsible for his or her actions, 
the effects extend to the whole community. 

15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath. Often it is 


not so much what we say but the way we say it that 
prompts such varied responses as acceptance and 
anger. For Abigail’s gentle words to David when he 
was angry, see 1 Samuel 25:12-34. Words can have 
either life-giving or death-producing results. 

15:3 The eyes of the Lorb. That they are in every 
place watching everything chills those who do 
evil and comforts those who submit to Him (Eccl. 
12:12). 
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5 eA fool despises his father’s instruction, 
fBut he who receives correction is 
prudent. 


6 Inthe house of the righteous there is 
much treasure, 
But in the revenue of the wicked is 
trouble. 


7 The lips of the wise disperse knowledge, 
But the heart of the fool does not do so. 


8 The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the LORD, 
But the prayer of the upright is His 
delight. 
9 The way of the wicked is an 
abomination to the LORD, 
But He loves him who "follows 
righteousness. 


10 ‘Harsh discipline is for him who 
forsakes the way, 
And ihe who hates correction will die. 


11 kHell* and Destruction* are before the 
LORD; 
So how much more 'the hearts of the 
sons of men. 


12mA scoffer does not love one who 
corrects him, 
Nor will he go to the wise. 


13 nA merry heart makes a cheerful 
countenance, 
But oby sorrow of the heart the spirit 
is broken. 


4 The heart of him who has 
understanding seeks knowledge, 
But the mouth of fools feeds on 
foolishness. 


15 All the days of the afflicted are evil, 
PBut he who is of a merry heart has a 
continual feast. 


Proverbs 15:25 ™@ 703 


16 aBetter is a little with the fear of the 
LORD, 
Than great treasure with trouble. 
17 rBetter is a dinner of herbs* where love 


is, 
Than a fatted calf with hatred. 


18 sA wrathful man stirs up strife, 
But he who is slow to anger allays 
contention. 


19 tThe way of the lazy man is like a 
hedge of thorns, 
But the way of the upright is a 
highway. 


20 uA wise son makes a father glad, 
But a foolish man despises his 
mother. 


21 vFolly is joy to him who is destitute of 
discernment, 
wBut a man of understanding walks 
uprightly. 


22 xWithout counsel, plans go awry, 
But in the multitude of counselors they 
are established. 


23, A man has joy by the answer of his 
mouth, 
And Ya word spoken in due season, 
how good it is! 


24 zThe way of life winds upward for the 
wise, 
That he may “turn away from hell* 
below. 


25 bThe LORD will destroy the house of the 
proud, 
But ¢He will establish the boundary of 
the widow. 


* 15:11 Or Sheol * Hebrew Abaddon 
vegetables *15:24 Or Sheol 


* 15:17 Or 


15:6 the house of the righteous. One house is a 
blessing and the other is ruinous; the reason for 
this lies in how the house was acquired and how it 
is being used. The house of the righteous contains 
great wealth because it is founded on wisdom and 
a proper response to God. On the other hand, the 
wicked never gain enough to suit them, and lose 
what they have because of their deceptive ways. 
15:10 Harsh discipline. There is a consequence for 
those who forsake God’s way. This discipline comes 
as a means of correction. Only the person who hates 
this correction will die. 

15:11 how much more the hearts. This is a “how 
much more” proverb, which impresses on the reader 
the clarity with which the Lord sees people's hearts. 
The Hebrew word sheol, or “hell,” connotes the fear 
of the unknown. The word actually means “the mys- 
terious realm of death.” Yet death is no mystery to 
the Lord. And if the mysterious realm of the dead is 
known to Him, then surely a person’s heart is trans- 
parent to Him. This technique of arguing from the 
greater to the lesser appears in both Testaments. 
15:12 A scoffer does not love. The scorner (14:6) is 
used as a foil or comparison in Proverbs to expose 
more sharply the character of the wise. Whereas the 


sluggard is a comic figure in Proverbs, the scorner is a 
villain. His basic problem is displayed in his response 
to correction. He does not learn from it nor does he 
seek it. The scorner is adamant in his folly. 

15:14 The heart of him who has understanding. 
The person with an understanding heart, another 
description of the wise, is never satisfied with what 
he or she knows. The pursuit of wisdom and knowl- 
edge are lifelong occupations—never fully realized 
in this lifetime. But fools, not knowing the extent of 
their ignorance, continue to pursue folly. 

15:18 A wrathful man stirs up strife. A hot-tem- 
pered person can stir up strife where there is none; 
but a person who has a slow fuse—who is slow to 
anger—soothes contention (15:1). 

15:25 The Lorp will destroy the house of the 
proud. God will bring about justice in the end. To the 
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704 Proverbs 15:26 
26 dThe thoughts of the wicked are an 
abomination to the LORD, 
eBut the words of the pure are pleasant. 


27 fHe who is greedy for gain troubles his 
own house, 
But he who hates bribes will live. 


28 The heart of the righteous “studies 
how to answer, 
But the mouth of the wicked pours 
forth evil. 


29 hThe LorRD is far from the wicked, 
But ‘He hears the prayer of the 
righteous. 


30 The light of the eyes rejoices the heart, 
And a good report makes the bones 
healthy.* 


31 The ear that hears the rebukes of life 
Will abide among the wise. 
32, He who disdains instruction despises 
his own soul, 
But he who heeds rebuke gets 
understanding. 
33 iThe fear of the LORD is the instruction 
of wisdom, 
And ’before honor is humility. 


1 The “preparations of the heart 
belong to man, 
>But the answer of the tongue is from 
the LORD. 


2 Allthe ways of a man are pure in his 
own ceyes, 
But the LORD weighs the spirits. 


3 dCommit your works to the LORD, 
And your thoughts will be established. 


4 The LORD has made all for Himself, 
fYes, even the wicked for the day of 
doom. 


5 sEveryone proud in heart is an 
abomination to the LORD; 
Though they join forces,* none will go 
unpunished. 


6 hIn mercy and truth 
Atonement is provided for iniquity; 
And ‘by the fear of the LORD one 
departs from evil. 


7 When a man’s ways please the 
LORD, 
He makes even his enemies to be at 
peace with him. 


8 iBetter is a little with righteousness, 
Than vast revenues without justice. 


9 kA man’s heart plans his way, 
'But the LoRD directs his steps. 


10 Divination is on the lips of the king; 
His mouth must not transgress in 
judgment. 
11mHonest weights and scales are the 
LORD’s; 
All the weights in the bag are His 
work. 
12 [t is an abomination for kings to 
commit wickedness, 
For "a throne is established by 
righteousness. 
13 oRighteous lips are the delight of kings, 
And they love him who speaks what 
is right. 


* 15:30 Literally fat *16:5 Literally hand to hand 


haughty, God will give a dose of humility. But for the 
widow, a completely defenseless person in ancient 
times, God will provide protection. 

15:32 despises his own soul. The natural instinct for 
self-preservation is dangerous when it is time to lis- 
ten to a necessary rebuke. 

15:33 The fear of the LorpD... instruction. Knowl- 
edge alone does not make a person wiser; the fear 
of the Lord must accompany it. The same is true of 
honor. 

16:1-2 The preparations of the heart. These verses 
contrast human limitations with the sovereignty of 
God. Man can plan, dream, and hope, but the final 
outcome is from the Lord. Rather than “resign our- 
selves to fate,” we should trust in God. 

16:3 Commit your works to the Lorb. The verb 
“commit to” is from a word meaning “to roll.” The idea 
is to “roll your cares onto the Lord.” Trusting the Lord 
with our decisions frees us from preoccupation with 
our problems (3:5-6). 

Dedication is the foundation of commitment. 
Without it the believer is unable to offer God any- 
thing else. Paul explains this dedication process in 
Romans 12:1-2. He emphasizes three things. First, it 
is our body which is to be dedicated as a living sacri- 
fice to God. Second, we are to avoid being conformed 
to this world, but should strive to be transformed by 
the Word. Finally, by doing this we can discover God's 
perfect will for our lives. 


After the dedication of our bodies, what are we 

to commit? We are to commit our salvation to God 
(2 Tim. 1:12). We are to commit our works (Prov. 16:3). 
Then our goals in life are to be given to Him (Job 5:8; 
Ps. 37:5). It is difficult but vital to commit our suffering 
experiences to God (1 Pet. 4:19). Our Lord Jesus did 
this very thing when He was on earth (1 Pet. 2:23). 
Finally, in the hour of death, we can with confidence 
commit our very souls to God (Ps. 31:5). Paul the apos- 
tle assures us that any and all such commitments to 
the Lord will be accepted and honored (1 Cor. 15:58). 
16:6 In mercy and truth. These words can also be 
translated “by genuine piety.” “Atonement” probably 
alludes to a sacrificial offering, but not apart from a 
contrite heart. 
16:10 Divination. This refers to judicial decisions 
made by the king. Because the nation rested in the 
king’s hands, his first responsibility was to obey God 
(King Josiah’s reform of Israel, 2 Kin. 22). Even the king 
had to submit to the dictates of justice. 
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4 As messengers of death is the king’s 
wrath, 
But a wise man will Pappease it. 
15 In the light of the king’s face is life, 
And his favor is like a ¢cloud of the 
latter rain. 


16 rHow much better to get wisdom than 
gold! 
And to get understanding is to be 
chosen rather than silver. 


17 The highway of the upright is to 
depart from evil; 
He who keeps his way preserves his 
soul. 


18 Pride goes before destruction, 
And a haughty spirit before a fall. 
19 Better to be of a humble spirit with the 
lowly, 
Than to divide the spoil with the 
proud. 


20 He who heeds the word wisely will 
find good, 
And whoever strusts in the LORD, 
happy is he. 


21 The wise in heart will be called 
prudent, 
And sweetness of the lips increases 
learning. 


22 Understanding is a wellspring of life to 
him who has it. 
But the correction of fools is folly. 


23° The heart of the wise teaches his 
mouth, 
And adds learning to his lips. 


24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 
Sweetness to the soul and health to the 
bones. 
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25. There is a way that seems right toa 
man, 
But its end is the way of ‘death. 


26 The person who labors, labors for 
himself, 
For his hungry mouth drives “him on. 


27 An ungodly man digs up evil, 
And it is on his lips like a burning Vfire. 
28 A perverse man sows strife, 
And a whisperer separates the best 
of friends. 
29 A violent man entices his neighbor, 
And leads him in a way that is not 
good. 
30 He winks his eye to devise perverse 
things; 
He purses his lips and brings about 
evil. 


31 xThe silver-haired head is a crown of 
glory, 
Tf it is found in the way of 
righteousness. 


32 yHe who is slow to anger is better than 
the mighty, 
And he who rules his spirit than he 
who takes a city. 


33° The lot is cast into the lap, 
But its every decision is from the LORD. 


1 Better is ¢a dry morsel with 
quietness, 
Than a house full of feasting* with 
strife. 


2 A wise servant will rule over a son 
who causes shame, 
And will share an inheritance among 
the brothers. 


*17:1 Or sacrificial meals 


16:15 life... his favor. Successfully courting a pow- 
erful person’s favor is like seeing rain clouds in a dry 
land. The phrase about the light of the face in this 
proverb helps us understand Aaron’s benediction in 
Numbers 6:24-26. 

16:17 The highway of the upright. This phrase is a 
metaphor for the way a person lives habitually. An 
upright person's highway or habit is to depart from 
evil. He does not compromise; he consistently strives 
to do good. 

16:24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb. The 
Hebrew word for honeycomb is also used in Psalm 
19:10-11 with regard to the Word of God. The Israel- 
ites saw honey as a healthy food as well as a sweet- 
ener. Any comparison to it would connote positive, 
healthful effects. 

16:27-29 ungodly ... perverse... violent man. 
These verses all begin in a similar way describing 
three different types of wicked people. The word 
“ungodly” means a man of Belial; this person is a 
muckraker who uses bad information for evil pur- 
poses; he destroys people on purpose. The “per- 
verse” person starts fights between friends. The 
“violent man” uses his power of persuasion to recruit 
others to join in his attacks. 

16:32 better than the mighty. Even though one of 


the most favored persons in the ancient Middle East 
was the military hero, this proverb suggests that one 
who is “slow to anger” or who “rules his spirit” is a 
greater hero than a returning warrior. 

16:33 The lot is cast into the lap. The use of lots in 
ancient Israel (16:10) could easily be confused with 
luck. But when a /ot was cast as a means of determin- 
ing God's will, the people knew it did not fall indis- 
criminately. God exercises sovereignty over human 
affairs (16:4). 

17:1 Better is a dry morsel. This expression means 
“very little” especially in comparison to feasting. But 
the feasting in this verse is tainted by contention. 
Feasting could also be part of a sacrifice to God, but 
even such a feast could be ruined by angry disputes 
between believers. 

17:2 A wise servant. Reversals of fortune could hap- 
pen if the wise servant was sufficiently skillful and 
the son and his brothers were undeserving. Much of 
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3 The refining pot is for silver and the 
furnace for gold, 
cBut the LORD tests the hearts. 


4 Anevildoer gives heed to false lips; 
A liar listens eagerly to a spiteful 
tongue. 


5 dHe who mocks the poor reproaches his 
Maker; 
eHe who is glad at calamity will not go 
unpunished. 


6 fChildren’s children are the crown of 
old men, 
And the glory of children is their 
father. 


7 Excellent speech is not becoming toa 
fool, 
Much less lying lips to a prince. 


8 A present is a precious stone in the 
eyes of its possessor; 
Wherever he turns, he prospers. 


9 sHe who covers a transgression seeks 
love, 
But "he who repeats a matter 
separates friends. 


10 ‘Rebuke is more effective for a wise 
man 
Than a hundred blows on a fool. 


ll An evil man seeks only rebellion; 
Therefore a cruel messenger will be 
sent against him. 


12 Let aman meet /a bear robbed of her 
cubs, 
Rather than a fool in his folly. 


13. Whoever krewards evil for good, 
Evil will not depart from his house. 


4 The beginning of strife is like 
releasing water; 
Therefore 'stop contention before a 
quarrel starts. 


15mHe who justifies the wicked, and he 
who condemns the just, 
Both of them alike are an abomination 
to the LORD. 


16 Why is there in the hand of a fool the 
purchase price of wisdom, 
Since he has no heart for it? 


17 nA friend loves at all times, 
And a brother is born for adversity. 


18 oA man devoid of understanding 
shakes hands in a pledge, 
And becomes surety for his friend. 


19 He who loves transgression loves 
strife, 
And Phe who exalts his gate seeks 
destruction. 


20 He who has a deceitful heart finds no 
good, 
And he who has 4a perverse tongue 
falls into evil. 


21 He who begets a scoffer does so to his 
sorrow, 
And the father of a fool has no joy. 


22 A'merry heart does good, like 
medicine,* 
But a broken spirit dries the bones. 


23 A wicked man accepts a bribe behind 
the back* 
To pervert the ways of justice. 


24 sWisdom is in the sight of him who has 
understanding, 
But the eyes of a fool are on the ends 
of the earth. 


25 A tfoolish son is a grief to his father, 
And bitterness to her who bore 
him. 


26 Also, to punish the righteous is not 
good, 
Nor to strike princes for their 
uprightness. 


27 uHe who has knowledge spares his 
words, 
Andaman of understanding is of a 
calm spirit. 
28 vEven a fool is counted wise when he 
holds his peace; 
When he shuts his lips, he is 
considered perceptive. 


1 Aman who isolates himself seeks 
his own desire; 
He rages against all wise judgment. 


* 17:22 Or makes medicine even better 
* 17:23 Literally from the bosom 


Genesis describes the unexpected rise of a younger 
son over his older brother (Gen. 25:23-34). 

17:4 A evildoer gives heed to false lips. This proverb 
presents the “evildoer” and the “liar” as a parody of the 
wise. As the righteous person listens with care to the 
instruction of a teacher, so the wicked person listens 
with care to the ruinous speech of the unrighteous. 
17:7 Excellent speech. \t is a contradiction in terms 
for a fool to speak well or for a prince to be a liar. 
17:12 a bear robbed of her cubs. Nothing matches 
the rage of a mother bear who has been separated 
from her cubs; yet there is nothing in life more dan- 
gerous than the fool in the midst of his folly. 

17:15 abomination to the Lorb. Since God is a God of 


justice, He detests those who pervert justice—both 
those who declare the innocent guilty and those who 
declare the guilty innocent. 

18:1 isolates himself. When a person is seeking his 
own desires, he separates himself from wisdom. His 
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2 A fool has no delight in understanding, 
But in expressing his 4own heart. 


3 When the wicked comes, contempt 
comes also; 
And with dishonor comes reproach. 


4 bThe words of a man’s mouth are deep 
waters; 
cThe wellspring of wisdom is a flowing 
brook. 


5 Jt is not good to show partiality to the 
wicked, 
Or to overthrow the righteous in 
djudgment. 


6 A fool’s lips enter into contention, 
And his mouth calls for blows. 
7 eA fool’s mouth is his destruction, 
And his lips are the snare of his fsoul. 
8 sThe words of a talebearer are like 
tasty trifles,* 
And they go down into the inmost 
body. 


9 He who is slothful in his work 
Is a brother to him who is a great 
destroyer. 


10 The name of the LORD is a strong 
htower; 

The righteous run to it and are safe. 

The rich man’s wealth is his strong 
city, 

And like a high wall in his own 
esteem. 


1 


= 


12 iBefore destruction the heart of aman 
is haughty, 
And before honor is humility. 


13 He who answers a matter before he 
hears it, 
It is folly and shame to him. 


14 The spirit of a man will sustain him in 
sickness, 
But who can bear a broken spirit? 


15 The heart of the prudent acquires 
knowledge, 
And the ear of the wise seeks 
knowledge. 
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16 iA man’s gift makes room for him, 
And brings him before great men. 


17 The first one to plead his cause seems 
right, 
Until his neighbor comes and 
examines him. 


18 Casting lots causes contentions to 
cease, 
And keeps the mighty apart. 


19 A brother offended is harder to win 
than a strong city, 
And contentions are like the bars of a 
castle. 


20 LA man’s stomach shall be satisfied 
from the fruit of his mouth; 
From the produce of his lips he shall 
be filled. 


21mDeath and life are in the power of the 
tongue, 
And those who love it will eat its fruit. 


22 nHe who finds a wife finds a good 
thing, 
And obtains favor from the LORD. 


23. The poor man uses entreaties, 
But the rich answers “roughly. 


24 Aman who has friends must himself 
be friendly,* 
pBut there is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother. 


1 Better ¢is the poor who walks in his 
integrity 
Than one who is perverse in his lips, 
and is a fool. 


2 Also it is not good for a soul to be 
without knowledge, 
And he sins who hastens with his feet. 


3 The foolishness of a man twists his way, 
And his heart frets against the LORD. 


*18:8 A Jewish tradition reads wounds. 

* 18:24 Following Greek manuscripts, Syriac, 
Targum, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads may 
come to ruin. 


selfishness puts him at odds with sound understand- 
ing. 

18:2 A fool has no delight in understanding. A com- 
pulsive talker never listens, only pausing to plan what 
he will say next. Every speech confirms what a fool 
heis. 

18:8 The words of a talebearer. These words are like 
delicious sweets. Although they are fun to eat, they 
ruin the person’s health. Gossip is fun to listen to, but 
it damages the listener's innermost parts. 

18:10-11 The name of the Lor is a strong tower. 
The phrase name of the Lorb is a way of speaking of 
God's person. The righteous turn to God for security. 
Rich people, by contrast, tend to trust in their wealth. 
18:12 the heart of a man is haughty. The Hebrew 
word for haughty, ordinarily negative, can also be used 
positively to mean courage and daring (2 Chr. 17:6). The 
path to honor, which the proud so covet, is humility. 


18:14 The spirit of a man will sustain him in sick- 
ness. This proverb affirms the value of coping skills. 
Sickness can be overcome, but there is no medicine 
for a broken spirit. 

18:20 stomach... mouth. Inner satisfaction comes 
from true and good speech. 

18:22 favor from the Lorb. Problems in marriage 
arise from breakdowns in communication or mutual 
respect, not from some flaw in marriage itself (12:4). 


18:2 Eccl. 10:3 18:4Prov. 10:11 “Uames 3:17] 
18:549Prov.17:15 18:7¢Prov. 10:14 fEccl. 10:12 
18:89Prov.12:18 18:10/2 Sam. 22:2,3,33 18:12/Prov. 
15:33; 16:18 18:16/Gen. 32:20,21 18:18*[Prov. 

16:33] 18:20! Prov. 12:14; 14:14 18:21 Matt. 

12:37. 18:22" [Prov. 12:4; 19:14] 18:23 ° James 2:3,6 
18:24? Prov.17:17 19:17 Prov. 28:6 


708 Proverbs 19:4 
4 bWealth makes many friends, 
But the poor is separated from his 
friend. 


5 A cfalse witness will not go unpunished, 
And he who speaks lies will not escape. 


6 Many entreat the favor of the nobility, 
And every man is a friend to one who 
gives gifts. 
7 dAll the brothers of the poor hate him; 
How much more do his friends go ¢far 
from him! 
He may pursue them with words, yet 
they abandon him. 


8 Hewho gets wisdom loves his own soul; 
He who keeps understanding ‘will find 
good. 


9 A false witness will not go unpunished, 
And he who speaks lies shall perish. 


10 Luxury is not fitting for a fool, 
Much less £for a servant to rule over 
princes. 


11 hThe discretion of aman makes him 
slow to anger, 
iAnd his glory is to overlook a 
transgression. 


12 iThe king’s wrath is like the roaring of 
a lion, 
But his favor is like dew on the grass. 


13 1A foolish son is the ruin of his father, 
mAnd the contentions of a wife area 
continual dripping. 


14 nHouses and riches are an inheritance 
from fathers, 
But °a prudent wife is from the LORD. 


15 pLaziness casts one into a deep sleep, 
And an idle person will “suffer hunger. 


16 rHe who keeps the commandment 
keeps his soul, 
But he who is careless* of his ways 
will die. 


17 sHe who has pity on the poor lends to 
the LORD, 
And He will pay back what he has 
given. 


18 tChasten your son while there is hope, 
And do not set your heart on his 
destruction.* 


19 A man of great wrath will suffer 
punishment; 
For if you rescue him, you will have to 
do it again. 


20 Listen to counsel and receive 
instruction, 
That you may be wise “in your latter 
days. 


21 There are many plans in a man’s heart, 
vNevertheless the LORD’s counsel—that 
will stand. 


22 What is desired in a man is kindness, 
And a poor man is better than a liar. 


23 wThe fear of the LORD leads to life, 
And he who has it will abide in 
satisfaction; 
He will not be visited with evil. 


24 xA lazy man buries his hand in the 
bowl,* 
And will not so much as bring it to his 
mouth again. 


25 Strike a scoffer, and the simple »will 

become wary; 
zRebuke one who has understanding, 
and he will discern knowledge. 


26 He who mistreats his father and 
chases away his mother 
Is 4a son who causes shame and brings 
reproach. 


* 19:16 Literally despises, figurative of reckless- 
ness orcarelessness *19:18 Literally to put him 
to death; a Jewish tradition reads on his crying. 

* 19:24 Septuagint and Syriac read bosom; Tar- 
gum and Vulgate read armpit. 


19:4 Wealth makes many friends. This proverb 
speaks of the effects of wealth and poverty on 
friendship. It does not describe how friends ought 
to behave, but how many friends actually do. Like a 
faithful spouse, a faithful friend is priceless (14:20). 
19:8 he who keeps understanding will find good. 
Ultimately to “find good” means to find the Lord in 
His Word (16:20). 

19:10 is not fitting. This phrase might also be ren- 
dered “is not a pretty sight” (compare 17:7). For the 
wrong people to rule is an outrage. 

19:12 roaring of a lion... dew on the grass. These 
metaphors are especially fitting when a monarch has 
all power. His rage may be violent and unpredictable, 
his pleasure gracious and restorative. A good king will 
display rage and spread favor for the right reasons. 
19:13 A foolish son... the contentions of a wife. 
The family exists as the basic unit of a godly society. 
Two threats against the family are pictured in this 
proverb. One is the wayward son. The second is an 
emotionally unstable wife. 

19:21 many plans in a man’s heart. A wise person 


commits his or her plans to the Lord (16:3). A person 
whose plans oppose the Lord (as in Ps. 2:1-3) may 
actually become God's enemy. But the person whose 
ways are from God will certainly succeed (16:1,9). 
19:22 kindness. Kindness may also mean “beauty. 
Faithfulness is beautiful, whereas deception is a dis- 
figurement of character (3:14; 31:18). 

19:26-27 son. The desire for a good son—or daugh- 
ter—is the subject of a significant portion of Prov- 
erbs (chs. 1-9). A child who is abusive to his parents 
shames them and violates God’s command (20:20; Ex. 
20:12; Deut. 5:16). As an abusive son is shameful, so an 
obedient son is faithful. 


" 


19:45 Prov. 14:20 19:5¢Ex.23:1 19:74 Prov. 14:20 
€Ps. 38:11 19:8/Prov. 16:20 19:109 Prov. 30:21, 22 
19:11" James 1:19 ‘Eph. 4:32 19:12/Prov. 16:14 kHos. 
14:5 19:13/Prov. 10:1 Prov. 21:9,19 19:14"2 Cor. 
12:14 °Prov. 18:22 19:15? Prov. 6:9 9 Prov. 10:4 

19:16 Luke 10:28; 11:28  19:175[2 Cor. 9:6-8] 

19:18 ‘Prov. 13:24 19:204Ps. 37:37 19:21” Heb. 6:17 
19:23 ”[1 Tim. 4:8] 19:24*Prov.15:19 19:25 Deut. 
13:11 7Prov.9:8 19:26 Prov. 17:2 


27 Cease listening to instruction, my son, 
And you will stray from the words of 
knowledge. 


28 A disreputable witness scorns justice, 
And >the mouth of the wicked devours 
iniquity. 
29 Judgments are prepared for scoffers, 
cAnd beatings for the backs of fools. 


20 Wine 4is a mocker, 
Strong drink is a brawler, 
And whoever is led astray by it is not 
wise. 


2 The wrath* of a king is like the 
roaring of a lion; 
Whoever provokes him to anger sins 
against his own life. 


3 b[t is honorable for a man to stop 
striving, 
Since any fool can start a quarrel. 


4 cThe lazy man will not plow because of 
winter; 
dHe will beg during harvest and have 
nothing. 


5 Counsel in the heart of man is like 
deep water, 
But a man of understanding will draw 
it out. 


6 Most men will proclaim each his own 
goodness, 
But who can find a faithful man? 


7 eThe righteous man walks in his 
integrity; 
fHis children are blessed after him. 


8 A king who sits on the throne of 
judgment 
Scatters all evil with his eyes. 


9 sWho can say, “I have made my heart 
clean, 
Iam pure from my sin”? 
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10 hDiverse weights and diverse measures, 
They are both alike, an abomination to 
the LORD. 


11 Even a child is ‘known by his deeds, 
Whether what he does is pure and 
right. 


12 iThe hearing ear and the seeing eye, 
The LorD has made them both. 


13 kDo not love sleep, lest you come to 
poverty; 
Open your eyes, and you will be 
satisfied with bread. 


14 “Tt is good for nothing,”* cries the 
buyer; 
But when he has gone his way, then he 
boasts. 


15 There is gold and a multitude of rubies, 
But 'the lips of knowledge area 
precious jewel. 


16mTake the garment of one who is surety 
for a stranger, 
And hold it as a pledge when it is fora 
seductress. 


17 nBread gained by deceit is sweet to a 
man, 
But afterward his mouth will be filled 
with gravel. 


18 oPlans are established by counsel; 
pBy wise counsel wage war. 


19 aqHe who goes about as a talebearer 
reveals secrets; 
Therefore do not associate with one 
twho flatters with his lips. 


20 sWhoever curses his father or his 
mother, 
‘His lamp will be put out in deep 
darkness. 


* 20:2 Literally fear or terror which is produced by 
the king’s wrath *20:14 Literally evil, evil 


20:1 Wine is a mocker. This chapter begins with a 
warning against the abuse of wine, or excessive drink- 
ing (see this theme more extensively in 23:29-35). A 
wise person takes the danger seriously. 

20:5 drawit out. Motivation for behavior is complex. 
A gifted counselor is able to draw out from a person 
genuine feelings and motivations, just as someone 
draws water from a deep well. 

20:9 Who can say. This proverb is a rhetorical ques- 
tion. Everyone sins, a theme that Paul addresses at 
length in Romans 3:10-23. Anyone who claims never 
to sin is a liar (1 John 1:8-9). But those who confess 
their sin obtain forgiveness (Rom. 4:7). 

20:11 by his deeds. A pattern established early in life 
may continue to mark a person for his or her lifetime. 
Even at a very early age, a person’s moral character 
may be revealed. 

20:13 sleep. While sleep is a gift from God, it can also 
be a matter of excess and laziness. Hard work is nec- 
essary to make a living; laziness leads only to poverty 
(6:6-9). 

20:16 Take the garment. Clothing could be taken 


as collateral for a debt (Deut. 24:10-13). If someone 
assumes responsibility for the debt of an unknown 
stranger, he or she should be held accountable even 
to the point of taking his or her clothing as a pledge. 
20:17 But afterward. The Scriptures do not say that 
there is no pleasure in sinning, only that the reward 
does not last (9:17—18). 

20:20 Whoever curses. This proverb is about break- 
ing the Fifth Commandment, “Honor your father 
and your mother” (Ex. 20:12). The term for “curses” 
is based on a word that means “to treat lightly, to 
regard as insignificant.” The statement “his lamp will 
be put out in deep darkness,” is a symbol of eternal 
damnation. 
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21 uAn inheritance gained hastily at the 
beginning 
VWill not be blessed at the end. 


22 wDo not say, “I will recompense evil”; 
xWait for the LORD, and He will save 
you. 


23 Diverse weights are an abomination to 
the LORD, 
And dishonest scales are not good. 


24 A man’s steps are of the LORD; 
How then can a man understand his 
own way? 


25 It is a snare for a man to devote rashly 
something as holy, 
And afterward to reconsider his vows. 


26 vA wise king sifts out the wicked, 
And brings the threshing wheel over 
them. 


27 zThe spirit of a man is the lamp of the 
LORD, 
Searching all the inner depths of his 
heart.* 


28 aMercy and truth preserve the king, 
And by lovingkindness he upholds his 
throne. 


29. The glory of young men is their 
strength, 
And >the splendor of old men is their 
gray head. 


30 Blows that hurt cleanse away evil, 
As do stripes the inner depths of the 
heart.* 


y) The king’s heart is in the hand of 
the LORD, 
Like the rivers of water; 
He turns it wherever He wishes. 


2 aFvery way of a man is right in his own 
eyes, 
>But the LORD weighs the hearts. 


3 ¢To do righteousness and justice 
Is more acceptable to the LORD than 
sacrifice. 


4 dA haughty look, a proud heart, 
And the plowing" of the wicked are sin. 


5 eThe plans of the diligent lead surely to 
plenty, 
But those of everyone who is hasty, 
surely to poverty. 


6 fGetting treasures by a lying tongue 
Is the fleeting fantasy of those who 
seek death.* 


7 The violence of the wicked will 
destroy them,* 
Because they refuse to do justice. 


8 The way of a guilty man is perverse;* 
But as for the pure, his work is right. 


9 Better to dwell in a corner of a 
housetop, 
Than in a house shared with 2a 
contentious woman. 


10 hThe soul of the wicked desires evil; 
His neighbor finds no favor in his 
eyes. 


11 When the scoffer is punished, the 
simple is made wise; 
But when the ‘wise is instructed, he 
receives knowledge. 


12 The righteous God wisely considers 
the house of the wicked, 
Overthrowing the wicked for their 
wickedness. 


* 20:27 Literally the rooms of the belly 

* 20:30 Literally the rooms of the belly *21:4 Or 
lamp *21:6 Septuagint reads Pursue vanity on 
the snares of death; Vulgate reads Is vain and 
foolish, and shall stumble on the snares of death; 
Targum reads They shall be destroyed, and they 
shall fall who seek death. *21:7 Literally drag 
themaway *21:8 Or The way of a man is per- 
verse and strange 


20:25 something as holy. Several proverbs warn 
against making rash promises about holy things, 
then withdrawing the promises later (Eccl. 5:1—7). It 
is better never to vow than to vow and then change 
one’s mind. 

20:26 A wise king sifts out the wicked. This royal 
proverb presents discipline as a merciful act. To 
punish wickedness is entirely appropriate. When the 
wicked are separated and punished with the severity 
that their crimes demand, all of society benefits. Ide- 
ally, the king in Israel mirrored God's character. 
20:30 Blows that hurt cleanse away evil. Suffering 
cleanses. No one wants to be hurt, but God can bring 
good out of any evil and make us better through 
hardship. 

21:1 The king’s heart... rivers of water. A person 
can look at a river and think that it is following a ran- 
dom pattern, but the water is following the direction 
of God’s hand. So is the king. 

21:3 To do righteousness and justice. This 
proverb affirms, as do Psalm 40:6-8; Micah 6:8, 
and numerous other passages in the Bible, that 


righteous living is more important than sacrifice 
(1 Sam. 15:22). 

21:6 Getting treasures by a lying tongue. If you 
have to lie to gain your “treasure,” you are ultimately 
choosing death to your dreams. There is no stability 
in anything gained by a lie. 

21:9 a corner of a housetop. Ancient Israelite roofs 
were flat and could be used as a deck or terrace. On 
occasion people would build a temporary shelter on 
a part of the roof. Here, the harried husband finds he 
prefers to live on the housetop rather than below 
with the nagging words of his wife. 

21:10 The soul of the wicked desires evil. Wicked 
persons typically refuse to think of anyone but them- 
selves. 
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13 jWhoever shuts his ears to the cry of 
the poor 
Will also cry himself and not be heard. 


4A gift in secret pacifies anger, 
And a bribe behind the back,* strong 
wrath. 


15 It is a joy for the just to do justice, 
But destruction will come to the 
workers of iniquity. 


16 A man who wanders from the way of 
understanding 
Will rest in the assembly of the *dead. 


17 He who loves pleasure will be a poor 
man; 
He who loves wine and oil will not be 
rich. 


18 The wicked shall be a ransom for the 
righteous, 
And the unfaithful for the upright. 


19 Better to dwell in the wilderness, 
Than with a contentious and angry 
woman. 


2 


Ss 


'There is desirable treasure, 
And oil in the dwelling of the wise, 
But a foolish man squanders it. 


21mHe who follows righteousness and 
mercy 
Finds life, righteousness, and honor. 


22, A nwise man scales the city of the 
mighty, 
And brings down the trusted 
stronghold. 


23 oWhoever guards his mouth and 
tongue 
Keeps his soul from troubles. 


24 A proud and haughty man—‘“Scoffer” 
is his name; 
He acts with arrogant pride. 


25. The Pdesire of the lazy man kills him, 
For his hands refuse to labor. 


Proverbs 22:6 @ 711 


26 He covets greedily all day long, 
But the righteous ¢gives and does not 
spare. 


27 rThe sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination; 
How much more when he brings it 
with wicked intent! 


28 A false witness shall perish, 
But the man who hears him will speak 
endlessly. 


29 A wicked man hardens his face, 
But as for the upright, he establishes* 
his way. 


30 sThere is no wisdom or understanding 
Or counsel against the LORD. 


31. The horse is prepared for the day of 
battle, 
But ‘deliverance is of the LORD. 


2 A “good name is to be chosen rather 
than great riches, 
Loving favor rather than silver and 
gold. 


2 The >rich and the poor have this in 
common, 
The cLorD is the maker of them all. 


3 A prudent man foresees evil and hides 
himself, 
But the simple pass on and are 
dpunished. 


4 By humility and the fear of the LORD 
Are riches and honor and life. 


5 Thorns and snares are in the way of 
the perverse; 
He who guards his soul will be far 
from them. 


6 eTrain up a child in the way he should go, 


And when he is old he will not depart 
from it. 


* 21:14 Literally in the bosom 
Septuagint read understands. 


* 21:29 Qere and 


21:15 joy... to do justice. Doing justice is not a heavy 
obligation that weighs a person down. For the righ- 
teous, promoting justice is a joy. 

21:16 the assembly of the dead. The term dead is a 
frightful one, meaning “shades” (9:18). Death in these 
verses may speak of physical death rather than spiri- 
tual death (as is the case in James 1). 

21:21 life, righteousness, and honor. \t is possible 
that these three ideas go together to mean “a more 
abundant life.” The pursuit of righteousness is its own 
reward. But added rewards are found in fullness of 
life, achieving righteousness, and receiving honor. All 
these things are gifts from the Lord (15:9). 

21:28 A false witness shall perish. A large number of 
proverbs focus on bearing false witness (19:28). The 
problem with a false witness is that his lies pervert 
justice for others. 

22:2 The Lorp is the maker of them all. This sen- 
tence repeats the theme of riches (v. 1). God makes 
both the rich and the poor. This means that those 
who favor the rich over the poor (James 2) have not 


only missed the point of creation, they have insulted 
the Creator (14:31). 

22:4 By humility and the fear of the Lorb. The writer 
of this proverb makes humility synonymous with the 
fear of the Lord. True humility begins with a proper 
attitude toward God. In such a spirit of submission to 
God, true fear of God is exhibited. 

22:6 Train up a child. This verse, like the other prov- 
erbs, contains a wise statement that is usually true. 
Who your child turns out to be is a reflection of your 
parenting. As God has taught elsewhere in His word, 
parents are to teach their children the way of the Lord. 
Not only are they to teach it purposefully, but they are 
to do it constantly—when they talk and sit and walk 
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712 Proverbs 22:7 
7 The'lrich rules over the poor, 
And the borrower is servant to the 
lender. 


8 Hewho sows iniquity will reap ¢sorrow, 
And the rod of his anger will fail. 


9 hHe who has a generous eye will be 
iblessed, 
For he gives of his bread to the poor. 


10 iCast out the scoffer, and contention 
will leave; 
Yes, strife and reproach will cease. 


11 kHe who loves purity of heart 
And has grace on his lips, 
The king will be his friend. 


12 The eyes of the LORD preserve 
knowledge, 
But He overthrows the words of the 
faithless. 


13 [The lazy man says, “There is a lion 
outside! 
I shall be slain in the streets!” 


4mThe mouth of an immoral woman is a 
deep pit; 
nHe who is abhorred by the LorD will 
fall there. 


15 Foolishness is bound up in the heart of 
a child; 
oThe rod of correction will drive it far 
from him. 


16 He who oppresses the poor to increase 
his riches, 
And he who gives to the rich, will 
surely come to poverty. 


Sayings of the Wise 
17 Incline your ear and hear the words of 
the wise, 
And apply your heart to my knowledge; 


18 For it is a pleasant thing if you keep 
them within you; 
Let them all be fixed upon your lips, 
19 So that your trust may be in the LORD; 
Ihave instructed you today, even you. 
20 Have I not written to you excellent 
things 
Of counsels and knowledge, 
21 pThat I may make you know the 
certainty of the words of truth, 
aThat you may answer words of truth 
To those who send to you? 


22 Do not rob the "poor because he is 
poor, 
Nor oppress the afflicted at the gate; 
23 sFor the LORD will plead their cause, 
And plunder the soul of those who 
plunder them. 


24 Make no friendship with an angry 
man, 
And with a ‘furious man do not go, 
25 Lest you learn his ways 
And set a snare for your soul. 


26 uDo not be one of those who shakes 
hands in a pledge, 
One of those who is surety for debts; 
27 Tf you have nothing with which to pay, 
Why should he take away your bed 
from under you? 


28 vDo not remove the ancient landmark 
Which your fathers have set. 


29 Do you see a man who excels in his 
work? 
He will stand before kings; 
He will not stand before unknown men. 


2 When you sit down to eat with a 
ruler, 
Consider carefully what is before you; 
2 And put a knife to your throat 
If you are a man given to appetite. 


and lie down and get up (Deut. 6:7-8). If children see 
their parents speaking kindly, being forgiving and 
gracious, gentle and understanding, children will 
want these character attributes too. But even more 
important, if the parents teach that they depend 
upon God to build kindly habits in themselves, chil- 
dren will know that it is to the Lord that one turns for 
help in every part of life. Training children undoubt- 
edly involves everything from wiping feet and closing 
doors to saying “please” and “thank you,” and “| am 
sorry.” But the most important training that a child 
receives is the continual teaching and daily example 
of their parents’ dependence on the Lord. 

22:10 the scoffer. This kind of person should be 
expelled from the community because his influ- 
ence is harmful to everyone. The wise know that the 
scorner is not a laughing matter, because he is laugh- 
ing at holy things, at God Himself. 

22:12 The eyes of the Lorb. God is the final arbiter of 
knowledge and justice. The eyes of human beings are 
simply not trustworthy. 

22:13 There is alion outside. This proverb about lazy 
people pokes fun at how the lazy invent all sorts of 
excuses for avoiding work and risk. 


22:17—24:22 Proverbs Concerning Various Sit- 
uations—Verse 17 marks a new section of Prov- 
erbs. Three elements distinguish this section: (1) the 
change from one-verse units to multiple-verse units; 
2) section headings that are embedded in the text; 
and (3) the affinity of this section for ancient Egyptian 
wisdom texts. 

22:17-21 Incline your ear. These introductory words 
call the reader to pay attention and to prepare to 
earn about and worship God. The advice emphasizes 
strongly that a person’s trust must be in the Lord. 
22:28 Do not remove the ancient landmark. The 
ancient Israelites regarded respect for the posted 
landmark as more than a question of private prop- 
erty. They saw it as a basic part of civil life. People 
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3 Do not desire his delicacies, 
For they are deceptive food. 


4 aDo not overwork to be rich; 
bBecause of your own understanding, 
cease! 
5 Will you set your eyes on that which is 
not? 
For riches certainly make themselves 
wings; 
They fly away like an eagle toward 
heaven. 


6 Do not eat the bread of ¢a miser,* 
Nor desire his delicacies; 

7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. 

“Eat and drink!” ¢he says to you, 

But his heart is not with you. 

8 The morsel you have eaten, you will 

vomit up, 

And waste your pleasant words. 


9 eDo not speak in the hearing of a fool, 
For he will despise the wisdom of your 
words. 


10 Do not remove the ancient landmark, 
Nor enter the fields of the fatherless; 
fFor their Redeemer is mighty; 

He will plead their cause against you. 


i 
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12. Apply your heart to instruction, 
And your ears to words of knowledge. 


13 sDo not withhold correction from a 
child, 
For if you beat him with a rod, he will 
not die. 
4 You shall beat him with a rod, 
And deliver his soul from hell.* 


15 My son, if your heart is wise, 
My heart will rejoice—indeed, I myself; 
16 Yes, my inmost being will rejoice 
When your lips speak right things. 


17 hDo not let your heart envy sinners, 

But ‘be zealous for the fear of the 
LORD all the day; 

iFor surely there is a hereafter, 

And your hope will not be cut off. 


I 
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19 Hear, my son, and be wise; 
And guide your heart in the way. 
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20 kDo not mix with winebibbers, 
Or with gluttonous eaters of meat; 
21 For the drunkard and the glutton will 
come to poverty, 
And drowsiness will clothe a man 
with rags. 


22 IListen to your father who begot you, 
And do not despise your mother when 
she is old. 


23mBuy the truth, and do not sell it, 
Also wisdom and instruction and 
understanding. 


24 nThe father of the righteous will greatly 
rejoice, 
And he who begets a wise child will 
delight in him. 
25 Let your father and your mother be 
glad, 
And let her who bore you rejoice. 


26 My son, give me your heart, 
And let your eyes observe my ways. 
27 oFor a harlot is a deep pit, 
And a seductress is a narrow well. 
28 pShe also lies in wait as for a victim, 
And increases the unfaithful among 
men. 


29 aWho has woe? 
Who has sorrow? 
Who has contentions? 
Who has complaints? 
Who has wounds without cause? 
Who thas redness of eyes? 
30 sThose who linger long at the wine, 
Those who go in search of ‘mixed wine. 
31_ Do not look on the wine when it is red, 
When it sparkles in the cup, 
When it swirls around smoothly; 
32 At the last it bites like a serpent, 
And stings like a viper. 
33 Your eyes will see strange things, 
And your heart will utter perverse 
things. 
34 Yes, you will be like one who lies 
down in the midst of the sea, 


* 23:6 Literally one who has an evil eye 
* 23:14 Or Sheol 


must feel a certain sense of public trust and fairness 
for society to function. 

23:4-5 Do not overwork to be rich. These verses 
call for moderation in work. Although the proverbs 
discourage laziness (22:13), they also discourage any 
overworking whose purpose is greater wealth. 
23:13-14 if you beat him with a rod. This language 
was designed to motivate overly permissive parents, 
who were afraid of damaging children with any kind 
of discipline, or of making rules and enforcing them. 
There is no call here for abuse. Loving discipline does 
not destroy rebellious children; it does them a big favor. 
23:15 if your heart is wise. Wisdom is an outgrowth 
of a proper response to discipline. That wisdom in 
turn is immediately discernible to the father and 
brings joy that must be expressed. 

23:21 For the drunkard and the glutton. These 


kinds of people have no self-control, and this fact 
plagues them. Hebrew culture gave a prominent 
place to eating and drinking, but it had little toler- 
ance for drunkenness and gluttony. 

23:29-35 Who has woe? Along with Isaiah's cele- 
brated description of debauchery (Is. 19:11-15), this 
section is one of the sharpest attacks on drunkenness 
in the Bible (vv. 19-21). The satire is razor sharp and 
the imagery vivid. 


23:44[1 Tim. 6:9, 10] "Rom. 12:16 23:6¢Deut. 

15:9 23:74Prov. 12:2  23:9¢Matt.7:6 23:11/Prov. 
22:23 23:13 9Prov. 13:24 23:17! Ps. 37:1 ‘Prov. 28:14 
23:18/[Ps. 37:37] 23:2041s.5:22 23:22! Prov. 1:8 
23:23 '™ [Matt. 13:44] 23:24"Prov.10:1 23:27°Prov. 
22:14 =23:28?Prov.7:12  23:2949|s.5:11,22 "Gen. 
49:12 23:305[Eph. 5:18] Ps. 75:8 


714 @ Proverbs 23:35 
Or like one who lies at the top of the 
mast, saying: 
35 “They have struck me, but I was not 
hurt; 
They have beaten me, but I did not 
feel it. 
When shall YI awake, that I may seek 
another drink?” 


2 4 Do not be ¢envious of evil men, 
Nor desire to be with them; 

2 For their heart devises violence, 
And their lips talk of troublemaking. 


3 Through wisdom a house is built, 
And by understanding it is 
established; 
4 By knowledge the rooms are filled 
With all precious and pleasant riches. 


5 bA wise man is strong, 
Yes, a man of knowledge increases 
strength; 
6 cFor by wise counsel you will wage 
your own war, 
And in a multitude of counselors there 
is safety. 


7 dWisdom is too lofty for a fool; 
He does not open his mouth in the 
gate. 


8 He who plots to do evil 
Will be called a schemer. 
9 The devising of foolishness is sin, 
And the scoffer is an abomination to 
men. 


10 Jf you ‘faint in the day of adversity, 
Your strength is small. 


ll sDeliver those who are drawn toward 
death, 
And hold back those stumbling to the 
slaughter. 
12 If you say, “Surely we did not know 
this,” 
Does not He who weighs the hearts 
consider it? 
He who keeps your soul, does He not 
know it? 
And will He not render to each man 
iaccording to his deeds? 


13 My son, ‘eat honey because it is good, 
And the honeycomb which is sweet to 
your taste; 
14 kSo shall the knowledge of wisdom be 
to your soul; 
If you have found it, there is a prospect, 
And your hope will not be cut off. 


15 Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, 
against the dwelling of the 
righteous; 

Do not plunder his resting place; 

16 [For a righteous man may fall seven 

times 
And rise again, 
mBut the wicked shall fall by calamity. 


17 nDo not rejoice when your enemy 
falls, 
And do not let your heart be glad when 
he stumbles; 
18 Lest the LORD see it, and it displease 
Him, 
And He turn away His wrath from 
him. 
19 oDo not fret because of evildoers, 
Nor be envious of the wicked; 
20 For there will be no prospect for the 
evil man; 
The lamp of the wicked will be put out. 


21 My son, ?fear the LORD and the king; 
Do not associate with those given to 
change; 
22 For their calamity will rise suddenly, 
And who knows the ruin those two 
can bring? 


Further Sayings of the Wise 
23These things also belong to the wise: 


aJt is not good to show partiality in 
judgment. 
24 rHe who says to the wicked, “You are 
righteous,” 
Him the people will curse; 
Nations will abhor him. 
25 But those who rebuke the wicked will 
have sdelight, 
And a good blessing will come upon 
them. 


24:6 The Will of God—Common sense tells us that 
God often works through circumstances and through 
wise counsel to reveal His will for us. A number of bib- 
lical examples illustrate this principle: 

- God directed Abraham to substitute a ram, whose 
horns had become entangled in a thicket, for the 
life of Isaac (Gen. 22:13). 

*God arranged for Pharaoh's daughter to be 
bathing in the river Nile at the exact time the 
baby Moses floated by in an ark of bulrushes (Ex. 
2:1-10). 

+ Paul’s young nephew happened to overhear a 
plot to kill his uncle. He then reported it to the 
authorities who saved Paul's life (Acts 23:11-35). 
In light of the above, the Christian should ask 

himself, “Is the Lord showing me something through 
these circumstances?” We can also take great comfort 


in Paul’s reminder to the Romans that God causes all 
things to “work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His pur- 
pose” (Rom. 8:28). 

24:21-22 fear the Lorp and the king. This proverb 
relates most fully to the Davidic kings, who were 
God's regents on earth; one way the ancient Israel- 
ites could show respect for God was to respect the 
king. 
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26 He who gives a right answer kisses the 
lips. 


27 tPrepare your outside work, 
Make it fit for yourself in the field; 
And afterward build your house. 


28 uDo not be a witness against your 
neighbor without cause, 
For would you deceive* with your 
lips? 
29 vDo not say, “I will do to him just as he 
has done to me; 
I will render to the man according to 
his work.” 


30 | went by the field of the lazy man, 
And by the vineyard of the man devoid 
of understanding; 
31 And there it was, wall overgrown with 
thorns; 
Its surface was covered with nettles; 
Its stone wall was broken down. 
32, When I saw it, I considered it well; 
I looked on it and received 
instruction: 
33 xA little sleep, a little slumber, 
A little folding of the hands to rest; 
34 ySo shall your poverty come like a 
prowler, 
And your need like an armed man. 


Further Wise Sayings of Solomon 

y) These“ also are proverbs of Solomon 
which the men of Hezekiah king of 

Judah copied: 


2 >It is the glory of God to conceal a 
matter, 
But the glory of kings is to search out 
a matter. 


3 As the heavens for height and the 
earth for depth, 
So the heart of kings is 
unsearchable. 


4 cTake away the dross from silver, 
And it will go to the silversmith for 
jewelry. 
5 Take away the wicked from before the 
king, 


Proverbs 25:17. @ 715 
And his throne will be established in 
drighteousness. 


6 Do not exalt yourself in the presence 
of the king, 
And do not stand in the place of the 
great; 
7 eFor it is better that he say to you, 
“Come up here,” 
Than that you should be put lower in 
the presence of the prince, 
Whom your eyes have seen. 


8 fDo not go hastily to court; 
For what will you do in the end, 
When your neighbor has put you to 
shame? 
9 sDebate your case with your neighbor, 
And do not disclose the secret to 
another; 
10 Lest he who hears it expose your shame, 
And your reputation be ruined. 


ll A word fitly "spoken is like apples of 
gold 
In settings of silver. 
12 Like an earring of gold and an 
ornament of fine gold 
Is a wise rebuker to an obedient ear. 


13 iLike the cold of snow in time of 
harvest 
Is a faithful messenger to those who 
send him, 
For he refreshes the soul of his masters. 


144 iWhoever falsely boasts of giving 
Is like kclouds and wind without rain. 


15 [By long forbearance a ruler is 
persuaded, 
And a gentle tongue breaks a bone. 


16 Have you found honey? 
Eat only as much as you need, 
Lest you be filled with it and vomit. 


17 Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s 
house, 
Lest he become weary of you and hate 
you. 


* 24:28 Septuagint and Vulgate read Do not 
deceive. 


25:1 These also are proverbs of Solomon. After 
the first collection of proverbs from Solomon 
(10:1—22:16) and proverbs from foreign sources 
(22:17—24:22; 24:23-34) comes a collection of 
proverbs attributed to Solomon, but which were not 
compiled until the time of Hezekiah. The following 
observations can be made: (1) The wisdom tradition 
concerning Solomon was prodigious; (2) Israel’s 
interest in wisdom was particularly centered in times 
of relative peace; (3) Hezekiah’s involvement in this 
activity was a mark of the strength of his rule and the 
sense he had of restoring Solomon’s glory. 

25:6 Do not exalt yourself. Knowing your place 
is a recurring theme in the Bible. It is humiliating 
to be told to remove yourself from a seat of honor. 
Jesus spoke of the same need for deference (Luke 
14:11). 


25:7 Whom your eyes have seen. This phrase 
reflects the custom in the ancient world of never 
looking directly in the eyes of a superior until told to 
do so (Is. 6:5). 

25:15 By long forbearance a ruler is persuaded. |n 
this passage the general rule that a gentle answer 
turns away wrath is applied to a particular and most 
difficult situation. 
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18mA man who bears false witness 
against his neighbor 
Is like a club, a sword, and a sharp 
arrow. 


19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in 
time of trouble 
Is like a bad tooth and a foot out of joint. 


20 Like one who takes away a garment in 
cold weather, 
And like vinegar on soda, 
Is one who "sings songs to a heavy 
heart. 


21 olf your enemy is hungry, give him 
bread to eat; 
And if he is thirsty, give him water to 
drink; 
22 For so you will heap coals of fire on 
his head, 
pAnd the LorD will reward you. 


23 The north wind brings forth rain, 
And %a backbiting tongue an angry 
countenance. 


24 rIt is better to dwell in a corner of a 
housetop, 
Than in a house shared witha 
contentious woman. 


25 As cold water to a weary soul, 
So is sgood news from a far country. 


26 A righteous man who falters before 
the wicked 
Is like a murky spring and a polluted 
well. 


2 
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It is not good to eat much honey; 
So ‘to seek one’s own glory is not glory. 


28 uWhoever has no rule over his own 
spirit 

Is like a city broken down, without 
walls. 


2 As snow in summer ¢and rain in 
harvest, 
So honor is not fitting for a fool. 


2 Like a flitting sparrow, like a flying 
swallow, 
So a curse without cause shall not 
alight. 


3 cA whip for the horse, 
A bridle for the donkey, 
And a rod for the fool’s back. 


4 


Do not answer a fool according to his 
folly, 

Lest you also be like him. 

dAnswer a fool according to his folly, 

Lest he be wise in his own eyes. 

He who sends a message by the hand 
of a fool 

Cuts off his own feet and drinks 
violence. 

Like the legs of the lame that hang 
limp 

Is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

Like one who binds a stone in a sling 

Is he who gives honor to a fool. 

Like a thorn that goes into the hand of 
a drunkard 

Is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 


10 The great God who formed everything 


Gives the fool his hire and the 
transgressor his wages.* 


ll eAs a dog returns to his own vomit, 


1So a fool repeats his folly. 


12 sDo you see a man wise in his own 


eyes? 
There is more hope for a fool than for 
him. 


13° The lazy man says, “There is a lion in 


the road! 
A fierce lion is in the streets!” 


4 Asa door turns on its hinges, 


So does the lazy man on his bed. 


15 The hlazy man buries his hand in the 


bowl;* 
It wearies him to bring it back to his 
mouth. 


16 The lazy man is wiser in his own eyes 


Than seven men who can answer 
sensibly. 


17 He who passes by and meddles ina 


quarrel not his own 
Is like one who takes a dog by the ears. 


18 Like a madman who throws 


firebrands, arrows, and death, 


19 Js the man who deceives his neighbor, 


And says, i“I was only joking!” 


20. Where there is no wood, the fire goes 


out; 
And where there is no talebearer, 
strife ceases. 


* 26:10 The Hebrew is difficult; ancient and mod- 
ern translators differ greatly. * 26:15 Compare 
19:24 


25:21-22 coals of fire. The words of Jesus in Mat- 
thew 5:43-48 have direct ties to these verses. They 
speak of God’s judgment (Ps. 120:4; 140:10); the idea 
is that an act of kindness to your enemy may cause 
him or her to feel ashamed. This is just one way to 
overcome evil with good (Rom. 12:20). 

26:4-5 according to his folly. Some people have 
called the two proverbs here contradictory, but that 
is not necessarily true. The phrase appears twice as 
a play on words with two shades of meaning. On the 
one hand, it means “avoid the temptation to stoop to 
his level”; that is do not use his methods, “lest you also 


be like him.” On the other hand, it means “avoid the 
temptation to ignore him altogether”; that is respond 
in some way, or else he will become wise in his own 
eyes and his folly will get worse. 
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21 iAs charcoal is to burning coals, and 
wood to fire, 
So is a contentious man to kindle 
strife. 
22 The words of a talebearer are like 
tasty trifles, 
And they go down into the inmost 
body. 


23° Fervent lips with a wicked heart 
Are like earthenware covered with 
silver dross. 


24 He who hates, disguises it with his 
lips, 
And lays up deceit within himself; 
25 kWhen he speaks kindly, do not believe 
him, 
For there are seven abominations in 
his heart; 
26 Though his hatred is covered by 
deceit, 
His wickedness will be revealed before 
the assembly. 


27 [Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, 
And he who rolls a stone will have it 
roll back on him. 


28 A lying tongue hates those who are 
crushed by it, 
And a flattering mouth works "ruin. 


27 Do¢ not boast about tomorrow, 
For you do not know what a day 
may bring forth. 


2 bLet another man praise you, and not 
your own mouth; 
A stranger, and not your own lips. 


3 A stone is heavy and sand is 
weighty, 
But a fool’s wrath is heavier than both 
of them. 


4 Wrath is cruel and anger a torrent, 
But cwho is able to stand before 
jealousy? 


5 dOpen rebuke is better 
Than love carefully concealed. 


6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend, 
But the kisses of an enemy are 
edeceitful. 


7 A satisfied soul loathes the 
honeycomb, 


Proverbs 27:20 ™@ 717 
But to a hungry soul every bitter thing 
is sweet. 


8 Like a bird that wanders from its nest 
Is aman who wanders from his place. 


8 Ointment and perfume delight the 
heart, 
And the sweetness of a man’s friend 
gives delight by hearty counsel. 


10 Do not forsake your own friend or 
your father’s friend, 
Nor go to your brother’s house in the 
day of your calamity; 
fBetter is a neighbor nearby than a 
brother far away. 


ll My son, be wise, and make my heart 
glad, 
That I may answer him who 
reproaches me. 


12, A prudent man foresees evil and hides 
himself; 
The simple pass on and are "punished. 


13. Take the garment of him who is surety 
for a stranger, 
And hold it in pledge when he is surety 
for a seductress. 


4 He who blesses his friend with a loud 
voice, rising early in the morning, 
It will be counted a curse to him. 


1 A icontinual dripping on a very rainy 
day 
And a contentious woman are alike; 
16 Whoever restrains her restrains the 
wind, 
And grasps oil with his right hand. 


17 As iron sharpens iron, 
So aman sharpens the countenance of 
his friend. 


18 jWhoever keeps the fig tree will eat its 
fruit; 
So he who waits on his master will be 
honored. 


19 As in water face reflects face, 
So a man’s heart reveals the man. 


20 kHell* and Destruction* are never full; 
So ‘the eyes of man are never satisfied. 


* 27:20 Or Sheol * Hebrew Abaddon 


26:23 earthenware covered with silver dross. The 
meaning of this proverb is similar to Jesus’ remarks to 
His enemies that they were like whitewashed tombs 
(Matt. 23:27). No amount of painting on the outside 
changes the value of the rotten interior. 

26:24-26 revealed before the assembly. A person 
who hates says one thing but stores up anger within. 
He may find that his hatred hurts him, when in his life 
there is so much falsehood that no one believes him no 
matter how gracious and truthful he might be at times. 
27:7 to a hungry soul. Those who are full do not 
appreciate what they have, while to those who are 
hungry anything tastes good. 


27:17 iron sharpens iron. This may also be translated 
as applying to the will; “let iron sharpen iron, and so 
let a person sharpen his friend.” The idea is that peo- 
ple grow from interaction with one another. 
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21mThe refining pot is for silver and the 
furnace for gold, 
And a man is valued by what others 
say of him. 


22 nThough you grind a fool in a mortar 
with a pestle along with crushed 
grain, 

Yet his foolishness will not depart 
from him. 


23 Be diligent to know the state of your 
flocks, 
And attend to your herds; 
24 For riches are not forever, 
Nor does a crown endure to all 
generations. 
25 pWhen the hay is removed, and the 
tender grass shows itself, 
And the herbs of the mountains are 
gathered in, 
26 The lambs will provide your 
clothing, 
And the goats the price of a field; 
27 You shall have enough goats’ milk for 
your food, 
For the food of your household, 
And the nourishment of your 
maidservants. 


2 The ¢wicked flee when no one 
pursues, 
But the righteous are bold as a lion. 


2 Because of the transgression of a land, 
many are its princes; 
But by a man of understanding and 
knowledge 
Right will be prolonged. 


3 bA poor man who oppresses the poor 
Is like a driving rain which leaves no 
food. 


4 cThose who forsake the law praise the 
wicked, 
dBut such as keep the law contend with 
them. 


5 eFvil men do not understand justice, 
But fthose who seek the LORD 
understand all. 


6 Better is the poor who walks in his 
integrity 
Than one perverse in his ways, though 
he be rich. 


7 Whoever keeps the law is a discerning 
son, 
But a companion of gluttons shames 
his father. 


8 One who increases his possessions by 
usury and extortion 
Gathers it for him who will pity the 
poor. 


9 One who turns away his ear from 
hearing the law, 
sEven his prayer is an abomination. 


10 hWhoever causes the upright to go 
astray in an evil way, 
He himself will fall into his own pit; 
‘But the blameless will inherit good. 


ll The rich man is wise in his own 
eyes, 
But the poor who has understanding 
searches him out. 


12 When the righteous rejoice, there is 
great iglory; 
But when the wicked arise, men hide 
themselves. 


13 kHe who covers his sins will not 
prosper, 
But whoever confesses and forsakes 
them will have mercy. 


14 Happy is the man who is always 
reverent, 
But he who hardens his heart will fall 
into calamity. 


15 lLike a roaring lion and a charging 
bear 
mIs a wicked ruler over poor people. 


16 A ruler who lacks understanding is a 
great "oppressor, 
But he who hates covetousness will 
prolong his days. 


17 oA man burdened with bloodshed will 
flee into a pit; 
Let no one help him. 


18 Whoever walks blamelessly will be 
saved, 
But he who is perverse in his ways will 
suddenly fall. 


19 pHe who tills his land will have plenty 
of bread, 


28:4-5 Those who forsake the law. When a per- 
son abandons God's law, he or she loses all sense of 
right and praise the wicked (Rom. 1:28-32). Since 
true justice is from God, the ungodly have trouble 
understanding it. This is why the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom (1:7). 

28:7 a companion of gluttons. One way of break- 
ing God’s law is to be a companion of gluttons 
(23:20-21). This is why Jesus’ enemies charged Him 
with associating with gluttons and winebibbers. 
Such accusations were attacks on His faithfulness to 
God (Matt. 11:19). 

28:8 usury and extortion. Profit gained by charging 


interest or high “profit margins” is unjust. God will 
help the poor eventually at their exploiters’ expense. 
28:14 Happy is the man. This is a repeat of Psalm 1:1 
about a person who is in awe of God. The person who 
never thinks of God faces calamity. 
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But he who follows frivolity will have 
poverty enough! 


20 A faithful man will abound with 
blessings, 
aBut he who hastens to be rich will not 
go unpunished. 


21 rTo show partiality is not good, 
sBecause for a piece of bread a man 
will transgress. 


22 A man with an evil eye hastens after 
riches, 
And does not consider that tpoverty 
will come upon him. 


23 uHe who rebukes a man will find more 
favor afterward 
Than he who flatters with the tongue. 


24 Whoever robs his father or his mother, 
And says, “It is no transgression,” 
The same vis companion to a destroyer. 


25 wHe who is of a proud heart stirs up 
strife, 
xBut he who trusts in the LORD will be 
prospered. 


26 He who Ytrusts in his own heart is a 
fool, 
But whoever walks wisely will be 
delivered. 


27 zHe who gives to the poor will not lack, 
But he who hides his eyes will have 
many curses. 


28 When the wicked arise, “men hide 
themselves; 
But when they perish, the righteous 
increase. 


2 He? who is often rebuked, and 
hardens his neck, 
Will suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy. 


2 When the righteous are in authority, 
the bpeople rejoice; 
But when a wicked man rules, ‘the 
people groan. 
3 Whoever loves wisdom makes his 
father rejoice, 
But a companion of harlots wastes his 
wealth. 


4 The king establishes the land by 
justice, 


Proverbs 29:18 @ 719 
But he who receives bribes 
overthrows it. 


5 Aman who 4flatters his neighbor 
Spreads a net for his feet. 


6 By transgression an evil man is 
snared, 
But the righteous sings and rejoices. 


7 The righteous econsiders the cause of 
the poor, 
But the wicked does not understand 
such knowledge. 


8 Scoffers fset a city aflame, 
But wise men turn away wrath. 


9 Ifawise man contends with a foolish 
man, 
Whether the fool rages or laughs, 
there is no peace. 


10 hThe bloodthirsty hate the blameless, 
But the upright seek his well-being.* 


ll A fool vents all his ‘feelings,* 
But a wise man holds them back. 


12 If aruler pays attention to lies, 
All his servants become wicked. 


13. The poor man and the oppressor have 
this in common: 
iThe LorD gives light to the eyes of 
both. 


14 The king who judges the poor with 
truth, 
His throne will be established 
forever. 


15 The rod and rebuke give 'wisdom, 
But a child left to himself brings 
shame to his mother. 


16 When the wicked are multiplied, 
transgression increases; 
But the righteous will see their ™fall. 


17 Correct your son, and he will give you 
rest; 
Yes, he will give delight to your soul. 


18 nWhere there is no revelation,* the 
people cast off restraint; 
But chappy is he who keeps the law. 


*29:10 Literally soul *29:11 Literally spirit 
* 29:18 Or prophetic vision 


28:23 He who rebukes a man. Constructive criticism 
has more value than flattery, which aims only to win 
people's affection. 

28:25-26 He who is... proud. One of the main 
causes of strife is pride; trust in God leads to blessing. 
29:5 Spreads a net. Flattery is a lie. If you flatter your 
neighbor you are making a trap of some kind for 
him. God never lies. He always tells the truth and so 
should we. 

29:13 The poor man and the oppressor. God is 
responsible for giving life to both. Jesus attested 
that God causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust 
(Matt. 5:45). 


29:18 Where there is no revelation. Without God's 
revelation of the law, the people flounder. True hap- 
piness is discovered within the constraints of revela- 
tion, in the counsel of the Savior. 
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720 @ Proverbs 29:19 
19 A servant will not be corrected by 
mere words; 
For though he understands, he will not 
respond. 


20 Do you see a man hasty in his words? 
PThere is more hope for a fool than for 
him. 


21 He who pampers his servant from 
childhood 
Will have him as a son in the end. 


22 aAn angry man stirs up strife, 
And a furious man abounds in 
transgression. 


23 rA man’s pride will bring him low, 
But the humble in spirit will retain 
honor. 


24 Whoever is a partner with a thief hates 
his own life; 
sHe swears to tell the truth,* but reveals 
nothing. 


25 tThe fear of man brings a snare, 
But whoever trusts in the LORD shall 
be safe. 


26 uMany seek the ruler’s favor, 
But justice for man comes from the 
LORD. 


27, An unjust man is an abomination to 
the righteous, 
And he who is upright in the way is an 
abomination to the wicked. 


The Wisdom of Agur 

3 The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, 
his utterance. This man declared to 

Ithiel—to Ithiel and Ucal: 


2 aSurely Iam more stupid than any man, 
And do not have the understanding of 
aman. 
3 [neither learned wisdom 
Nor have “knowledge of the Holy One. 


4 cWho has ascended into heaven, or 
descended? 
aWho has gathered the wind in His fists? 
Who has bound the waters in a 
garment? 


Who has established all the ends of 
the earth? 

What is His name, and what is His 
Son’s name, 

If you know? 


5 eEvery word of God is pure; 
fHe is a shield to those who put their 
trust in Him. 
6 Do not add to His words, 
Lest He rebuke you, and you be found 
a liar. 


7 Two things I request of You 
(Deprive me not before I die): 
8 Remove falsehood and lies far from 
me; 
Give me neither poverty nor riches— 
hFeed me with the food allotted to me; 
9 iLest I be full and deny You, 
And say, “Who is the LORD?” 
Or lest I be poor and steal, 
And profane the name of my God. 


10 Do not malign a servant to his master, 
Lest he curse you, and you be found 
guilty. 


ll There is a generation that curses its 
ifather, 
And does not bless its mother. 
12. There is a generation &that is pure in 
its own eyes, 
Yet is not washed from its filthiness. 
13 There is a generation—oh, how "lofty 
are their eyes! 
And their eyelids are lifted up. 
M4mThere is a generation whose teeth are 
like swords, 
And whose fangs are like knives, 
To devour the poor from off the earth, 
And the needy from among men. 


15 The leech has two daughters— 
Give and Give! 


There are three things that are never 
satisfied, 
Four never say, “Enough!”: 
16 oThe grave,* 
The barren womb, 


* 29:24 Literally hears the adjuration 
* 30:16 Or Sheol 


29:23 A man’s pride will bring him low. Pride, inor- 
dinate self-esteem, causes others to lose respect for 
the conceited egotist. In contrast to this, humility 
draws honor from others. However, pride takes many 
forms and is not always the adornment of just the 
conceited egotist. 

29:26 but justice for man comes from the Loro. 
God controls human affairs. Therefore it makes more 
sense to seek the Lord first before stooping to seek 
the favor of human rulers. 

30:1 The words of Agur. This verse starts an entirely 
new section of Proverbs. Like Lemuel (31:1-9), Agur 
was a non-Hebrew contributor to the Book of Prov- 
erbs. He came to faith in the God of Israel in a foreign 
land. 

30:4 what is His name? This verse gives the riddle 


that perplexed Agur. The questions all culminate in 
the last two lines. The Old Testament would answer 
that “His name” is the Lord God, but did not have a 
name for His Son. This riddle was to remain unsolved 
until Jesus answered it for Nicodemus (John 3:13). 
These verses form one of the most straightforward 
messianic texts in the Bible. 
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The earth that is not satisfied with 
water— 
And the fire never says, “Enough!” 


17 pThe eye that mocks his father, 
And scorns obedience to his mother, 
The ravens of the valley will pick it out, 
And the young eagles will eat it. 


18 There are three things which are too 
wonderful for me, 
Yes, four which I do not understand: 
19 The way of an eagle in the air, 
The way of a serpent on a rock, 
The way of a ship in the midst of the 
sea, 
And the way of a man with a virgin. 


20 This is the way of an adulterous 
woman: 
She eats and wipes her mouth, 
And says, “I have done no wickedness.” 


21 For three things the earth is 
perturbed, 
Yes, for four it cannot bear up: 
22 aFor a servant when he reigns, 
A fool when he is filled with food, 
23 A hateful woman when she is married, 
And a maidservant who succeeds her 
mistress. 


24 There are four things which are little 
on the earth, 
But they are exceedingly wise: 
5 rThe ants are a people not strong, 
Yet they prepare their food in the 
summer; 
26 sThe rock badgers* are a feeble folk, 
Yet they make their homes in the 
crags; 
27 The locusts have no king, 
Yet they all advance in ranks; 
28 The spider* skillfully grasps with its 
hands, 
And it is in kings’ palaces. 


be 


29. There are three things which are 
majestic in pace, 
Yes, four which are stately in walk: 
30 A lion, which is mighty among beasts 
And does not turn away from any; 
31 A greyhound,* 
A male goat also, 


Proverbs 31:10 @ 721 
And a king whose troops are with 
him.* 
32 If you have been foolish in exalting 
yourself, 
Or if you have devised evil, tput your 
hand on your mouth. 
33 For as the churning of milk produces 
butter, 
And wringing the nose produces blood, 
So the forcing of wrath produces strife. 


The Words of King Lemuel’s Mother 
3 The words of King Lemuel, the utter- 
ance which his mother taught him: 


2 What, my son? 
And what, son of my womb? 
And what, ¢son of my vows? 
3 bDo not give your strength to women, 
Nor your ways ¢to that which destroys 
kings. 


4 dJt is not for kings, O Lemuel, 
It is not for kings to drink wine, 
Nor for princes intoxicating drink; 
5 eLest they drink and forget the law, 
And pervert the justice of all the 
afflicted. 
6 fGive strong drink to him who is 
perishing, 
And wine to those who are bitter of 
heart. 
7 Let him drink and forget his poverty, 
And remember his misery no more. 


8 gOpen your mouth for the speechless, 
In the cause of all who are appointed 
to die.* 
9 Open your mouth, "judge righteously, 
And iplead the cause of the poor and 
needy. 


The Virtuous Wife 
10 jWho* can find a virtuous* wife? 
For her worth is far above rubies. 


* 30:26 Or hyraxes *30:28 Or lizard 

* 30:31 Exact identity unknown e A Jewish 
tradition reads a king against whom there is no 
uprising. *31:8 Literally sons of passing away 
* 31:10 Verses 10 through 31 are an alphabetic 
acrostic in Hebrew (compare Psalm 119). © Lit- 
erally a wife of valor, in the sense of all forms of 
excellence 


30:19 virgin. This term could also read maid or young 
woman in this context. 

30:20 This is the way. This verse contrasts with the 
way of verse 19; this way is awful whereas the former 
is wonderful. The adulterous woman regards her illicit 
sexual relations without remorse. 

30:24-28 four things which are little on the earth. 
This numerical proverb speaks of four creatures 
that are small in size but amazing in behavior. Each 
of these small creatures has a behavioral trait from 
which wise people can learn. 

30:32-33 put your hand on your mouth. This 
phrase means “stop it.” The idea is if you are in the 
middle of making trouble and suddenly realize your 
foolishness, stop right then before things get worse. 


31:1 The words of King Lemuel. This verse begins a 
new section of material from a non-lsraelite source. 
31:4-5 Lest they drink and forget the law. \|n this 
passage the consumption of strong drink is linked to 
injustice. 

31:10 a virtuous wife. Proverbs 31:10-31 is an 
acrostic poem; each verse begins with a successive 
etter to the Hebrew alphabet. As the Book of Prov- 
erbs begins with a Prologue (1:1-7), which gives the 
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11 The heart of her husband safely trusts 
her; 
So he will have no lack of gain. 

12 She does him good and not evil 
All the days of her life. 

13 She seeks wool and flax, 

And willingly works with her hands. 

M4 She is like the merchant ships, 

She brings her food from afar. 

15 kShe also rises while it is yet night, 
And !provides food for her household, 
And a portion for her maidservants. 

16 She considers a field and buys it; 
From her profits she plants a vineyard. 

17 She girds herself with strength, 

And strengthens her arms. 
18 She perceives that her merchandise is 
good, 
And her lamp does not go out by night. 
19 She stretches out her hands to the 
distaff, 
And her hand holds the spindle. 
20mShe extends her hand to the poor, 
Yes, she reaches out her hands to the 
needy. 
21 She is not afraid of snow for her 
household, 
For all her household is clothed with 
scarlet. 


22, She makes tapestry for herself; 
Her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
23 nHer husband is known in the gates, 
When he sits among the elders of the 
land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells 
them, 
And supplies sashes for the 
merchants. 
25 Strength and honor are her clothing; 
She shall rejoice in time to come. 
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
And on her tongue is the law of 
kindness. 
27 She watches over the ways of her 
household, 
And does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children rise up and call her 
blessed; 
Her husband also, and he praises her: 
29 “Many daughters have done well, 
But you excel them all.” 
30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is 
passing, 
But a woman who fears the LORD, she 
shall be praised. 
31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, 
And let her own works praise her in 
the gates. 


goals of wisdom in general terms, so now it concludes 
with this Epilogue, which presents them in a case 
study. 

31:20-22 to the poor. The excellent woman works 
not to get rich, but to give to the poor. She can be 
concerned for others because she has provided for 
her own family. 

31:26 on her tongue is the law of kindness. This 
attribute of kindness in a woman is valued far 
above physical charm in God's sight. Peter describes 
real beauty as a product of the heart and not the 


combination of certain physical features (1 Pet. 
3:1-5). 

31:30-31 Charm. Charm, which could be translated 
“graciousness,” like beauty, can deceive us about the 
true nature of someone’s character. But if a woman 
fears the Lord, that is trustworthy and more worthy 
of praise than physical comeliness. 


31:15 Rom. 12:11 !Luke 12:42 
31:23" Prov. 12:4 


31:20 Eph. 4:28 


THE BOOK OF 


ECCLESIASTES 


> AUTHOR: The author calls himself “the son of David, king in Jerusalem” in 1:1. 
Solomonic authorship is the standard Christian position, although some scholars, 
along with the Talmud, believe the work was later edited during the time of Heze- 
kiah or possibly Ezra. The proverbs in this book are similar to those in the Book of 
Proverbs (Eccl. 7; 10). According to 12:9, the Preacher collected and arranged many 
proverbs, perhaps referring to the two Solomonic collections in Proverbs. 

> TIME: c. 935 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Eccl. 2:24 

> THEME: Ecclesiastes is a Greek word that is usually translated “the preacher” or 
“the teacher.” The book was likely written late in Solomon's life, when he could see 
that the glorious era of his kingdom was beginning to decline. He had it all—pow- 
er, prestige, pleasure—but none of that provides ultimate satisfaction. That fulfill- 
ment comes only through a relationship with God and obedience to His word. It is 
important to note that the arguments of the book are more thematic than linear. 
The same topics are addressed in different ways at different points within the work. 


The Vanity of Life 
The words of the Preacher, the son of 
David, ¢king in Jerusalem. 


2 “Vanity>* of vanities,” says the Preacher; 
“Vanity of vanities, call is vanity.” 


3 dWhat profit has a man from all his 
labor 
In which he toils under the sun? 
4 One generation passes away, and 
another generation comes; 
eBut the earth abides forever. 
5 fThe sun also rises, and the sun goes 
down, 
And hastens to the place where it 
arose. 

6 sThe wind goes toward the south, 
And turns around to the north; 
The wind whirls about continually, 
And comes again on its circuit. 


7 hAll the rivers run into the sea, 
Yet the sea is not full; 
To the place from which the rivers 
come, 
There they return again. 
8 Allthings are full of labor; 
Man cannot express it. 
iThe eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
Nor the ear filled with hearing. 


9 iThat which has been is what will be, 
That which is done is what will be 
done, 
And there is nothing new under the 
sun. 
10 Js there anything of which it may be 
said, 
“See, this is new”? 


* 1:2 Or Absurdity, Frustration, Futility, Non- 
sense; and so throughout this book 


1:1 the Preacher. This word denotes a function or a 
profession. It literally means “one who assembles or 
gathers people together.” Thus the word refers to 
Solomon as a person who convened an assembly of 
the wise in order to explore in a formal manner the 
meaning of life. 

1:2 Vanity of vanities. This phrase translates the 
Hebrew superlative, familiar from such phrases as 
“Song of Songs” and “holy of holies.” Here it might 
express “the ultimate absurdity” or “utter emptiness.” 
The word vanity means “breath” or “vapor” and thus 
speaks of life as “quickly passing.” Life is like a vapor; 
indeed, it is like the thinnest of vapors. Wherever we 
read the word vanity in Ecclesiastes, we should think 
not of what is “meaningless,” but of what is “quickly 
passing” (v. 14; 6:12). This is one of the key terms in 
the Book of Ecclesiastes, for it is found 38 times here, 


but only 34 times throughout the rest of the Old Tes- 
tament. The teaching of the Preacher is to realize that 
life is a fleeting thing that needs to be savored and 
enjoyed as a gift from God. 

1:4 One generation. This term suggests both the 
human actors and the natural phenomena as well. 
With the verb “passes” we have the first of a series of 
antitheses in Ecclesiastes. the earth abides forever. 
Only God is eternal and everlasting in the fullest 
sense. But compared to the lives of humankind, the 
earth abides with little change. 


1:17 Prov. 1:1 
8:20,21] 1:3 4 Eccl. 2:22; 3:9 
1:5/Ps.19:4-6 1:69 John 3:8 
1:8/Prov. 27:20  1:9/ Eccl. 3:15 


1:2 Ps. 39:5, 6; 62:9; 144:4 ¢[Rom. 
1:4¢ Ps. 104:5; 119:90 
1:7" Ver. 5:22] 
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It has already been in ancient times 
before us. 
ll_ There is tno remembrance of former 
things, 
Nor will there be any remembrance of 
things that are to come 
By those who will come after. 


The Grief of Wisdom 

12], the Preacher, was king over Israel in 
Jerusalem. !3And I set my heart to seek and 
lsearch out by wisdom concerning all that 
is done under heaven; “this burdensome 
task God has given to the sons of man, by 
which they may be exercised. 14] have seen 
all the works that are done under the sun; 
and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for 
the wind. 


15 nWhat is crooked cannot be made 
straight, 
And what is lacking cannot be 
numbered. 


16] communed with my heart, saying, 
“Look, Ihave attained greatness, and have 
gained “more wisdom than all who were 
before me in Jerusalem. My heart has 
understood great wisdom and knowledge.” 
17»>And I set my heart to know wisdom and 
to know madness and folly. I perceived that 
this also is grasping for the wind. 


18 For ain much wisdom is much grief, 
And he who increases knowledge 
increases sorrow. 


The Vanity of Pleasure 

I said 4in my heart, “Come now, I will 

test you with mirth; therefore enjoy 
pleasure”; but surely, ‘this also was van- 
ity. 2I said of laughter—“Madness!”; and 
of mirth, “What does it accomplish?” 34] 
searched in my heart how to gratify my 
flesh with wine, while guiding my heart 
with wisdom, and how to lay hold on folly, 
till I might see what was ¢good for the sons 
of men to do under heaven all the days of 
their lives. 

4] made my works great, I built myself 
fhouses, and planted myself vineyards. 51 


made myself gardens and orchards, and 
I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 
6] made myself water pools from which 
to water the growing trees of the grove. 7I 
acquired male and female servants, and 
had servants born in my house. Yes, I had 
greater possessions of herds and flocks 
than all who were in Jerusalem before me. 
8] also gathered for myself silver and gold 
and the special treasures of kings and of 
the provinces. I acquired male and female 
singers, the delights of the sons of men, 
and musical instruments* of all kinds. 

9nSo I became great and excelled ‘more 
than all who were before me in Jerusalem. 
Also my wisdom remained with me. 


10 Whatever my eyes desired I did not 
keep from them. 
I did not withhold my heart from any 
pleasure, 
For my heart rejoiced in all my labor; 
And ‘this was my reward from all my 
labor. 
11 Then I looked on all the works that my 
hands had done 
And on the labor in which I had toiled; 
And indeed all was kvanity and 
grasping for the wind. 
There was no profit under the sun. 


The End of the Wise and the Fool 
12. Then I turned myself to consider 
wisdom ‘and madness and folly; 
For what can the man do who 
succeeds the king?— 
Only what he has already “done. 
13 Then I saw that wisdom "excels folly 
As light excels darkness. 
14 oThe wise man’s eyes are in his head, 
But the fool walks in darkness. 
Yet I myself perceived 
That »the same event happens to them 
all. 


15 So I said in my heart, 
“As it happens to the fool, 
It also happens to me, 


*2:8 Exact meaning unknown 


1:13 under heaven. This is a synonymous expression 
for “under the sun” (vv. 3,9); it refers to life as it is lived 
by people on earth. 

1:14 grasping for the wind. This phrase does not 
occur in the Hebrew Bible outside of Ecclesiastes. 
Seven of its nine occurrences (v. 14; 2:11,17,26; 4:4,6; 
6:9) follow “vanity” statements. The phrase explains 
the nature of life according to the Preacher. Life is real, 
but quickly passing; any attempt to slow it is futile. 
2:1 Come now, | will test you with mirth. The 
Preacher uses a literary device of conversing with 
himself as a way of describing his thought processes. 
pleasure. A new test is proposed, following the test 
of wisdom. It is the test of “joy.” 

2:2 Madness. Solomon labels the lighter side of 
pleasure and joy as sheer madness, but even the 
weightier aspects of laughter cause Solomon to ask 


if anything substantial is really achieved. As Solomon 
writes in Proverbs 14:13, “Even in laughter the heart 
may sorrow, and the end of mirth may be grief.” 

2:10 my eyes desired. Solomon had limitless ability 
to fulfill any and all of his desires. 

2:11 indeed all was vanity. At the end of his grand 
quest for possessions and experiences, Solomon 


VIVA Eccl. 2:16 1:13! [Eccl. 7:25; 8:16, 17] Eccl. 3:10 
1:15 "Eccl. 7:13 1:16°1 Kin. 3:12,13 1:17 P Eccl. 2:3, 
12;7:23,25 1:189€Eccl.12:12 2:1¢Luke 12:19 © [Eccl. 
7:4; 8:15] ©Eccl.1:2 2:3 4Eccl. 1:17 @[Eccl. 3:12, 13; 5:18; 
6:12] 2:4/1Kin.7:1-12  2:891 Kin. 9:28; 10:10, 14, 
21 2:9" Eccl. 1:16 (2 Chr.9:22  2:10/ Eccl. 3:22; 5:18; 
9:9 2:11 Eccl. 1:3,14 92:12! Eccl. 1:17; 7:25 ™ Eccl. 
1:9 2:13 "Eccl. 7:11, 14, 19; 9:18; 10:10 2:14° Prov. 
17:24 P Ps. 49:10 


And why was I then more wise?” 
Then I said in my heart, 
“This also is vanity.” 

16 For there is (no more remembrance 
of the wise than of the fool 
forever, 

Since all that now is will be forgotten 
in the days to come. 

And how does a wise man die? 

As the fool! 


17Therefore I hated life because the work 
that was done under the sun was distress- 
ing to me, for all is vanity and grasping for 
the wind. 

18Then I hated all my labor in which I 
had toiled under the sun, because "I must 
leave it to the man who will come after me. 
19And who knows whether he will be wise 
or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my labor 
in which I toiled and in which I have shown 
myself wise under the sun. This also is van- 
ity. 2°Therefore I turned my heart and de- 
spaired of all the labor in which I had toiled 
under the sun. 2!For there is a man whose 
labor is with wisdom, knowledge, and skill; 
yet he must leave his heritage to aman who 
has not labored for it. This also is vanity 
and a great evil. 22sFor what has man for 
all his labor, and for the striving of his 
heart with which he has toiled under the 
sun? 23For all his days are tsorrowful, and 
his work burdensome; even in the night his 
heart takes no rest. This also is vanity. 

24uNothing is better for a man than that 
he should eat and drink, and that his soul 
should enjoy good in his labor. This also, 
I saw, was from the hand of God. 25For 
who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, 
more than I?* 26For God gives wisdom and 
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knowledge and joy to a man who is good 
in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the 
work of gathering and collecting, that whe 
may give to him who is good before God. 
This also is vanity and grasping for the 
wind. 


Everything Has Its Time 
To everything there is a season, 
A «time for every purpose under 
heaven: 


2 A time to be born, 
And Pa time to die; 
A time to plant, 
And a time to pluck what is planted; 
3 A time to kill, 
And a time to heal; 
A time to break down, 
And a time to build up; 
4 Atime to ‘weep, 
And a time to laugh; 
A time to mourn, 
And a time to dance; 
5 A time to cast away stones, 
And a time to gather stones; 
dA time to embrace, 
And atime to refrain from embracing; 
6 A time to gain, 
And a time to lose; 
A time to keep, 
And a time to throw away; 
7 A time to tear, 
And a time to sew; 
eA time to Keep silence, 
And a time to fspeak; 


* 2:25 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, 
and Syriac read without Him. 


concluded that it was “vanity” or a “vapor,” a striving 
after the wind. That is, even with all he had done and 
experienced, there was still a sense that nothing last- 
ing or enduring had been achieved. 

2:17 Therefore | hated life. Such hatred of life is 
astonishing since the one who finds wisdom also 
finds life, according to Proverbs 3:16. But the Preach- 
er's dissatisfaction was related to the quickly passing 
nature of everything (1:2), including the good things. 
2:21 This also is vanity and a great evil. The term 
evil often has a sense of moral evil; here, however, 
it may mean “calamity” or “ruin.” There is a sense of 
sadness that runs through this section. Nothing that 
we gain in this life can be carried on into the life to 
come. 

2:24 eat and drink. The Preacher concludes that all 
good is located only in God. This phrase marks one 
of the central affirmations of the book (3:12,22; 8:15; 
9:7); in the midst of a world of trouble, a believer is 
able to seize the moment in joy from God. Only God 
supplies the key to the meaning of life. Without Him, 
genuine meaning, satisfaction, and enjoyment in life 
are ultimately elusive. 

2:26 God gives wisdom, and knowledge, and joy. 
One of the words used most frequently in Ecclesiastes 
to describe God's relationship to individuals is a verb 
“to give.” It appears 11 times with God as the subject. 


Joy is God's gift to the man who is good in His sight. 
God has designed us so that true joy is possible only 
through Him. 

3:1-15 To everything there is aseason. Some regard 
the Book of Ecclesiastes as describing life apart from 
God. But clearly this text describes life that is lived 
in relationship with God. Through these words, the 
Preacher is not saying that everything has an oppor- 
tune time according to which one should choose one 
action or the other. Rather, he teaches that all events 
are in the hand of God, who makes everything hap- 
pen in the time He judges appropriate. 

3:5 A time to cast away stones. |n times of peace, 
stones were cleared from the fields allowing for cul- 
tivation. In wartime, the rocks were thrown on the 
fields to make them unusable (2 Kin. 3:19,25). 

3:7 A time to tear, And a time to sew. When bad 
news came, it was customary to rip one’s garments 
to show grief (2 Sam. 13:31). When the problem 
passed, it was just as well to sew the garment back 
together. 


2:16 9 Eccl. 1:11;4:16 2:18'Ps.49:10 2:22 5Eccl. 
1:3;3:9 2:23'Job5:7;14:1  2:244Eccl. 3:12, 13, 

22 2:26”Prov.2:6 “Prov. 28:8 3:17 Eccl. 3:17; 

8:6 3:2°Heb.9:27  3:4¢Rom.12:15 3:54 Joel 2:16 
3:7 Amos 5:13 fProv. 25:11 
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8 A time to love, 
And atime to shate; 
A time of war, 
And a time of peace. 


The God-Given Task 

ShWhat profit has the worker from that 
in which he labors? 10] have seen the God- 
given task with which the sons of men are 
to be occupied. !!1He has made everything 
beautiful in its time. Also He has put eter- 
nity in their hearts, except that ino one can 
find out the work that God does from be- 
ginning to end. 

12] know that nothing is *better for them 
than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, 
Band also that ‘every man should eat and 
drink and enjoy the good of all his labor— 
it is the gift of God. 


144 [know that whatever God does, 
It shall be forever. 
mNothing can be added to it, 
And nothing taken from it. 
God does it, that men should fear 
before Him. 
15 nThat which is has already been, 
And what is to be has already been; 
And God requires an account of what 
is past. 


Injustice Seems to Prevail 
16Moreover °I saw under the sun: 


In the place of judgment, 
Wickedness was there; 

And in the place of righteousness, 
Iniquity was there. 


17] said in my heart, 
p“God shall judge the righteous and the 
wicked, 
For there is a time there for every 
purpose and for every work.” 
18] said in my heart, “Concerning the con- 
dition of the sons of men, God tests them, 


that they may see that they themselves 
are like animals.” 197For what happens to 
the sons of men also happens to animals; 
one thing befalls them: as one dies, so dies 
the other. Surely, they all have one breath; 
man has no advantage over animals, for 
all is vanity. 2°All go to one place: "all 
are from the dust, and all return to dust. 
21sWho knows the spirit of the sons of men, 
which goes upward, and the spirit of the 
animal, which goes down to the earth?* 
22tSo I perceived that nothing is better 
than that a man should rejoice in his own 
works, for “that is his heritage. For who 
can bring him to see what will happen af- 
ter him? 

Then I returned and considered all the 

a4oppression that is done under the sun: 


And look! The tears of the oppressed, 
But they have no comforter— 
On the side of their oppressors there 
is power, 
But they have no comforter. 
2 bTherefore I praised the dead who were 
already dead, 
More than the living who are still 
alive. 
3 cYet, better than both is he who has 
never existed, 
Who has not seen the evil work that is 
done under the sun. 


The Vanity of Selfish Toil 

4Again, I saw that for all toil and every 
skillful work a man is envied by his neigh- 
bor. This also is vanity and grasping for 
the wind. 


5 dThe fool folds his hands 
And consumes his own flesh. 


* 3:21 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read Who knows whether the spirit ... goes 
upward, and whether ... goes downward to the 
earth? 


3:9 What profit has the worker. This is the same 
question posed in 1:3. The answer here is that all of 
life unfolds at the appointment of God. All the toiling 
of man cannot change the time, circumstances, and 
control of events that God has reserved for Himself. 
3:11 put eternity in their hearts. This phrase refers 
to a deep-seated, compulsive drive to transcend our 
mortality by knowing the meaning and destiny of the 
world. Because we are made in the image of God, we 
have an inborn inquisitiveness about eternal realities. 
We can find peace only when we come to know our 
eternal Creator. Even then, we know God only in part 
(1 Cor. 13:12). 

3:12-13 nothing is better... to rejoice. As in 2:24, 
the advice of the Preacher is to seize the day in the 
joy of God. Biblical faith is a call for joy, even when we 
live in a wicked world and under terrible stress; this is 
because we find true joy in the living God. 

3:16-17 Wickedness was there. It was outrageous 
that in the very establishments where people should 
expect justice, they could find only wickedness. The 
Preacher warns the wicked judges that God, the final 


Judge, will come to rectify all wrongdoing and bring 
true justice. 

3:20 All go to one place. Both humans and beasts die 
and go to the grave. But this is not the end for human 
beings—they will face eternal life or death. 

4:1 they have no comforter. So much pain can come 
to the downtrodden that they may even despair of life 
(1 Kin. 19:4). Only when the oppressed go into the house 
of God will they gain perspective (5:1-6; Ps. 73:17). 
4:3 who has never existed. So powerfully wrong 
and so lonely is the suffering of the oppressed, that 
Solomon, with a good deal of poetic license similar to 
Job 3:3-10, argues that nonexistence could be pre- 
ferred over existence. 


3:89Luke 14:26 3:9/Eccl. 1:3 3:10/Eccl. 1:13 
3:11/Rom. 11:33 3:12 Eccl.2:3,24 3:13/Eccl. 2:24 
3:14™James 1:17 3:15 "Eccl. 1:9 3:16 °Eccl. 5:8 
3:17? [Rom. 2:6-10] 3:19 9[Eccl. 2:16] 3:20'Gen. 
3:19 3:21%Eccl.12:7 3:22 Eccl. 2:24; 5:18 “Eccl. 2:10 
VEccl. 6:12; 8:7 4:1 7 Eccl. 3:16;5:8 4:29 Job 3:17, 18 
4:3 Job 3:11-22 4:54 Prov. 6:10; 24:33 


6 eBetter a handful with quietness 
Than both hands full, together with 
toil and grasping for the wind. 


7Then I returned, and I saw vanity under 
the sun: 


8 There is one alone, without 

companion: 

He has neither son nor brother. 

Yet there is no end to all his labors, 

Nor is his feye satisfied with riches. 

But She never asks, 

“For whom do I toil and deprive myself 

of 'good?” 

This also is vanity and a grave 
misfortune. 


The Value of a Friend 
9 Two are better than one, 
Because they have a good reward for 
their labor. 
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his 
companion. 
But woe to him who is alone when he 
falls, 
For he has no one to help him up. 
ll Again, if two lie down together, they 
will keep warm; 
But how can one be warm alone? 
12 Though one may be overpowered by 
another, two can withstand him. 
And a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken. 


Popularity Passes Away 
Better a poor and wise youth 
Than an old and foolish king who will 
be admonished no more. 
4 For he comes out of prison to be 
king, 
Although he was born poor in his 
kingdom. 
15 T saw all the living who walk under the 
sun; 
They were with the second youth who 
stands in his place. 
16 There was no end of all the people 
over whom he was made king; 
Yet those who come afterward will not 
rejoice in him. 
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Surely this also is vanity and grasping 
for the wind. 


Fear God, Keep Your Vows 
Walk “prudently when you go to the 
house of God; and draw near to hear 
rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, 
for they do not know that they do evil. 


2 Do not be crash with your mouth, 
And let not your heart utter anything 
hastily before God. 
For God is in heaven, and you on 
earth; 
Therefore let your words “be few. 
3 Fora dream comes through much 
activity, 
And éa fool’s voice is known by his 
many words. 


4 fWhen you make a vow to God, do not 
delay to £pay it; 
For He has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you have vowed— 
5 hBetter not to vow than to vow and not 
pay. 


6Do not let your ‘mouth cause your flesh 
to sin, inor say before the messenger of 
God that it was an error. Why should God 
be angry at your excuse* and destroy the 
work of your hands? 7For in the multitude 
of dreams and many words there is also 
vanity. But *fear God. 


The Vanity of Gain and Honor 

8If you 'see the oppression of the poor, 
and the violent perversion of justice and 
righteousness in a province, do not marvel 
at the matter; for “high official watches 
over high official, and higher officials are 
over them. 

§Moreover the profit of the land is for all; 
even the king is served from the field. 


10 He who loves silver will not be 
satisfied with silver; 
Nor he who loves abundance, with 
increase. 
This also is vanity. 


*5:6 Literally voice 


4:8 Nor is his eye satisfied. Man is in love with 
what is vanishing. The antidote for covetousness is 
to replace sinful desire for increase in wealth, with a 
strong passion for doing the will of God (1 John 2:17). 
4:9-12 Two are better than one. Throughout this 
section there is an emphasis on the obvious bene- 
fits of companions. The intimacy and sharing of life 
brings relief for the problem of isolation and loneli- 
ness. A companion can offer assistance, comfort, and 
defense—a threefold cord. 

5:1 Walk prudently. This means behave yourself. The 
idea of righteous behavior is rephrased at the end of 
the section in the words: “fear God” (5:7). 

5:4-5 When you make a vow to God. One should 
not attempt to bribe God with a hasty vow. The first 
part of this verse is almost identical to Deuteronomy 


23:21. See the later example of the lie of Ananias and 
Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11). 

5:7 fear God. This is a central theme of the Book of 
Ecclesiastes. It does not mean to be afraid of God (Ex. 
20:2). It means to have reverence, awe, and wonder in 
response to His glory. 

5:10 will not be satisfied. Desire always outruns 
possessions, no matter how vast acquisitions may 
grow. 


4:6 Prov. 15:16, 17;16:8 4:8/[1 John 2:16] 9Ps. 39:6 
hEccl.2:18-21 5:19Ex. 3:5 &[1Sam. 15:22] 5:2¢Prov. 
20:25 4Matt.6:7  5:3Prov.10:19 5:4fNum. 30:2 
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11 When goods increase, 
They increase who eat them; 
So what profit have the owners 
Except to see them with their eyes? 


12 The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, 
Whether he eats little or much; 
But the abundance of the rich will not 
permit him to sleep. 


13 nThere is a severe evil which I have 
seen under the sun: 
Riches kept for their owner to his hurt. 
4 But those riches perish through 
misfortune; 
When he begets a son, there is nothing 
in his hand. 
15 oAs he came from his mother’s womb, 
naked shall he return, 
To go as he came; 
And he shall take nothing from his 
labor 
Which he may carry away in his hand. 


16 And this also is a severe evil— 
Just exactly as he came, so shall he go. 
And Pwhat profit has he *who has 
labored for the wind? 
17 All his days rhe also eats in darkness, 
And he has much sorrow and sickness 
and anger. 


18Here is what I have seen: sIt is good 
and fitting for one to eat and drink, and to 
enjoy the good of all his labor in which he 
toils under the sun all the days of his life 
which God gives him; ‘for it is his heritage. 
19As for “every man to whom God has giv- 
en riches and wealth, and given him power 
to eat of it, to receive his heritage and re- 
joice in his labor—this is the vgift of God. 
20For he will not dwell unduly on the days 
of his life, because God keeps him busy 
with the joy of his heart. 

There? is an evil which I have seen un- 

der the sun, and it is common among 
men: 2A man to whom God has given rich- 
es and wealth and honor, so that he lacks 
nothing for himself of all he desires; cyet 
God does not give him power to eat of it, 
but a foreigner consumes it. This is vanity, 
and it is an evil affliction. 


3If aman begets a hundred children and 
lives many years, so that the days of his 
years are many, but his soul is not satisfied 
with goodness, or 4indeed he has no burial, 
I say that ¢a stillborn child is better than 
he— 4for it comes in vanity and departs 
in darkness, and its name is covered with 
darkness. 5Though it has not seen the sun 
or known anything, this has more rest than 
that man, Seven if he lives a thousand years 
twice—but has not seen goodness. Do not 
all go to one fplace? 


7 £All the labor of man is for his mouth, 
And yet the soul is not satisfied. 
8 For what more has the wise man than 
the fool? 
What does the poor man have, 
Who knows how to walk before the 
living? 
9 Better is the "sight of the eyes than the 
wandering of desire. 
This also is vanity and grasping for 
the wind. 


10 Whatever one is, he has been named 
ialready, 
For it is known that he is man; 
iAnd he cannot contend with Him who 
is mightier than he. 
ll Since there are many things that 
increase vanity, 
How is man the better? 


12For who knows what is good for man 
in life, all the days of his vain life which he 
passes like a shadow? !‘Who can tell a man 
what will happen after him under the sun? 


The Value of Practical Wisdom 

A “good name is better than precious 
ointment, 

And the day of death than the day of 
one’s >birth; 

2 Better to go to the house of mourning 
Than to go to the house of feasting, 
For that is the end of all men; 

And the living will take it to cheart. 
3 Sorrow is better than laughter, 
dFor by a sad countenance the heart is 
made better. 


5:15 As he came... naked. The maxim that “you 
can’t take it with you” is affirmed here (2:21). 

5:19 this is the gift of God. God has separated the 
gift of enjoying something from the gift of the object 
itself so that we might be driven back to the Giver. 
6:2 God does not give him power. Prosperity with- 
out the divine gift of enjoyment amounts to nothing 
(5:19). 

6:6 Do not all go to one place? That one place is the 
grave (3:20). If a long life terminates in death with no 
prospect of anything else, will that life have been 
worthwhile? Long life without knowing God and 
without the power to enjoy it is indeed frustrating 
and useless. 

6:12 like a shadow. This phrase is a confirmation 
of the meaning of the Hebrew word translated van- 
ity. Life passes away quickly, like a vapor. what will 


happen after him. The implied answer is that only 
God knows what will happen to us after death. Rather 
than imply that nothing exists beyond the grave, this 
book teaches that each person's life will be reviewed 
by God after death. 

7:2-4 house of mourning. We may learn more about 
the meaning of life in the house of mourning than in 
the house of mirth. 
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4 The heart of the wise is in the house of 
mourning, 
But the heart of fools is in the house 
of mirth. 


5 eJt is better to hear the rebuke of the 
wise 
Than for a man to hear the song of 
fools. 
6 fFor like the crackling of thorns under 
a pot, 
So is the laughter of the fool. 
This also is vanity. 
7 Surely oppression destroys a wise 
man’s reason, 
And a bribe debases the heart. 


8 The end of a thing is better than its 
beginning; 
hThe patient in spirit is better than the 
proud in spirit. 
9 iDo not hasten in your spirit to be 
angry, 
For anger rests in the bosom of 
fools. 
10 Do not say, 
“Why were the former days better than 
these?” 
For you do not inquire wisely 
concerning this. 


11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 
And profitable ito those who see the 
sun. 
12 For wisdom is a *defense as money is a 
defense, 
But the excellence of knowledge is 
that wisdom gives ‘life to those 
who have it. 


13 Consider the work of God; 

For ™who can make straight what He 
has made crooked? 

14 nJn the day of prosperity be joyful, 
But in the day of adversity consider: 
Surely God has appointed the one as 

well as the other, 


Ecclesiastes 7:25 ™@ 729 


So that man can find out nothing that 
will come after him. 


15] have seen everything in my days of 
vanity: 


oThere is a just man who perishes in 
his righteousness, 
And there is a wicked man who 
prolongs life in his wickedness. 


16 pDo not be overly righteous, 
aNor be overly wise: 
Why should you destroy yourself? 
17 Do not be overly wicked, 
Nor be foolish: 
‘Why should you die before your time? 
18 [tis good that you grasp this, 
And also not remove your hand from 
the other; 
For he who sfears God will escape 
them all. 


19 tWisdom strengthens the wise 
More than ten rulers of the city. 


20 uFor there is not a just man on earth 
who does good 
And does not sin. 


21 Also do not take to heart everything 
people say, 
Lest you hear your servant cursing 
you. 
22 For many times, also, your own heart 
has known 
That even you have cursed others. 


23 All this I have proved by wisdom. 
VI said, “I will be wise”; 
But it was far from me. 
24wAs for that which is far off and 
xexceedingly deep, 
Who can find it out? 
25 yI applied my heart to know, 
To search and seek out wisdom and 
the reason of things, 
To know the wickedness of folly, 
Even of foolishness and madness. 


7:9 anger rests in the bosom of fools. Anger is a 
destructive flood, working all kinds of havoc in our 
lives. It often leads to protracted and bitter strife 
(Prov. 30:33). It disrupts and disunites families (1 Sam. 
20:30) and may lead to murder (Gen. 4:4—5; 49:6). 
7:13 straight what He has made crooked. The bend 
that needs straightening is the presence of afflictions 
and adversities in life. Both prosperity and adver- 
sity come from the hand of God. For prosperity give 
thanks, but in adversity reflect on the goodness and 
the comprehensiveness of the plan of God. 

7:15 There is a just man. There are inequities in life 
that will always be a mystery (3:16—4:3; 8:14). 
7:16-18 Be not be overly righteous. Few verses in 
Ecclesiastes are more susceptible to incorrect inter- 
pretation than these. This one is not the so-called 
golden mean that advises: “Don’t be too holy and 
don't be too wicked; sin to a moderate degree.” 
The Preacher was warning instead about pseudo- 
religiosity and showy forms of worship as well as self- 
righteousness and judgmental legalism. 


7:20 Individual Sin—The depravity of man is ver- 
iflable. In Romans 3:23, Paul echoes this when he 
says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” All we have to do is watch the news or check 
the headlines and we are forced to deal with this real- 
ity. Each individual man, woman, and child needs the 
righteousness of God. Without God's righteousness 
no one can ever enter or stand in God’s presence. We 
all need new life in Christ because we are all sinners. 
7:24 Who can find it out? The theme of wisdom’s 
inaccessibility also appears in Job 28. The answer to 
this search for wisdom is that God can find wisdom 
(Job 28:23-28). 
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730 Ecclesiastes 7:26 
26 zAnd I find more bitter than death 
The woman whose heart is snares and 
nets, 
Whose hands are fetters. 
He who pleases God shall escape from 
her, 
But the sinner shall be trapped by her. 


27 “Here is what I have found,” says ¢the 
Preacher, 
“Adding one thing to the other to find 
out the reason, 
28 Which my soul still seeks but I cannot 
find: 
bOne man among a thousand I have 
found, 
But a woman among all these I have 
not found. 
29 Truly, this only I have found: 
cThat God made man upright, 
But ¢they have sought out many 
schemes.” 


Who is like a wise man? 
And who knows the interpretation of 
a thing? 
aA man’s wisdom makes his face 
shine, 
And >the sternness of his face is 
changed. 


Obey Authorities for God’s Sake 

21 say, “Keep the king’s commandment 
cfor the sake of your oath to God. 34Do not 
be hasty to go from his presence. Do not 
take your stand for an evil thing, for he 
does whatever pleases him.” 


4 Where the word of a king is, there is 
power; 
And ewho may say to him, “What are 
you doing?” 
5 He who keeps his command will 
experience nothing harmful; 
And a wise man’s heart discerns both 
time and judgment, 
6 Because ffor every matter there is a 
time and judgment, 
Though the misery of man increases 
greatly. 
7 8For he does not know what will 
happen; 


So who can tell him when it will 

occur? 
8 hNo one has power over the spirit to 

retain the spirit, 

And no one has power in the day of 
death. 

There is ino release from that war, 

And wickedness will not deliver those 
who are given to it. 


SAI] this I have seen, and applied my 
heart to every work that is done under the 
sun: There is a time in which one man rules 
over another to his own hurt. 


Death Comes to All 

10Then I saw the wicked buried, who had 
come and gone from the place of holiness, 
and they were ‘forgotten* in the city where 
they had so done. This also is vanity. !!kBe- 
cause the sentence against an evil work is 
not executed speedily, therefore the heart 
of the sons of men is fully set in them to 
do evil. !2/Though a sinner does evil a hun- 
dred times, and his days are prolonged, 
yet I surely know that it will be well with 
those who fear God, who fear before Him. 
13But it will not be well with the wicked; 
nor will he prolong his days, which are as 
a shadow, because he does not fear before 
God. 

M4There is a vanity which occurs on 
earth, that there are just men to whom it 
nhappens according to the work of the 
wicked; again, there are wicked men to 
whom it happens according to the work of 
the crighteous. I said that this also is van- 
ity. 
15pSo I commended enjoyment, because 
a man has nothing better under the sun 
than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this 
will remain with him in his labor all the 
days of his life which God gives him under 
the sun. 

16When I applied my heart to know wis- 
dom and to see the business that is done on 
earth, even though one sees no sleep day 
or night, !7then I saw all the work of God, 
that ¢a man cannot find out the work that 


* 8:10 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate read praised. 


7:29 God made man upright. God created men to 
do right. They have preferred to search out their own 
path. 

8:1 makes his face shine... sternness of his face 
is changed. This idiom is an image of a person who 
is stable. Out of the depths of experience and under- 
standing, that person is able to enjoy life and build 
up others. 

8:8 power over the spirit to retain the spirit. |n this 
context spirit could mean “life force” (3:19). God is in 
charge. 

8:15 eat, drink, and be merry. |n contrast to the 
search for the meaning of all things is the content- 
ment that a wise, loving God gives to those who will 
receive His gifts. Here is one of the central themes of 


Ecclesiastes. The Preacher marks the end of the third 
major section of his book with this refrain. The wicked 
person (the fool) decides that the best thing to do is 
“to eat, drink, and be merry” with no thought given 
to the living God. But the righteous person (the wise) 
can enjoy life while thinking of God and His good 
gifts. 
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is done under the sun. For though a man 
labors to discover it, yet he will not find it; 
moreover, though a wise man attempts to 
know it, he will not be able to find it. 

For I considered all this in my heart, so 

that I could declare it all: “that the righ- 
teous and the wise and their works are in 
the hand of God. People know neither love 
nor hatred by anything they see before 
them. 2bAll things come alike to all: 


One event happens to the righteous 
and the wicked; 

To the good,* the clean, and the 
unclean; 

To him who sacrifices and him who 
does not sacrifice. 

As is the good, so is the sinner; 

He who takes an oath as he who fears 
an oath. 


3This is an evil in all that is done under the 
sun: that one thing happens to all. Truly 
the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; 
madness is in their hearts while they live, 
and after that they go to the dead. 4But for 
him who is joined to all the living there is 
hope, for a living dog is better than a dead 
lion. 


5 For the living know that they will 
die; 
But ¢the dead know nothing, 
And they have no more reward, 
For ¢the memory of them is 
forgotten. 
6 Also their love, their hatred, and their 
envy have now perished; 
Nevermore will they have a share 
In anything done under the sun. 


7 Go, eeat your bread with joy, 
And drink your wine with a merry 
heart; 
For God has already accepted your 
works. 
8 Let your garments always be white, 
And let your head lack no oil. 


SLive joyfully with the wife whom you 
love all the days of your vain life which He 
has given you under the sun, all your days 
of vanity; ‘for that is your portion in life, 


Ecclesiastes 9:18 @ 731 


and in the labor which you perform under 
the sun. 

10g Whatever your hand finds to do, do 
it with your "might; for there is no work 
or device or knowledge or wisdom in the 
grave where you are going. 

UJ returned ‘and saw under the sun 
that— 


The race is not to the swift, 

Nor the battle to the strong, 

Nor bread to the wise, 

Nor riches to men of understanding, 

Nor favor to men of skill; 

But time and ichance happen to them 
all. 

12 For kman also does not know his 

time: 

Like fish taken in a cruel net, 

Like birds caught in a snare, 

So the sons of men are 'snared in an 
evil time, 

When it falls suddenly upon them. 


Wisdom Superior to Folly 

1B3This wisdom I have also seen under the 
sun, and it seemed great to me: 4™There 
was a little city with few men in it; anda 
great king came against it, besieged it, and 
built great snares* around it. 5Now there 
was found in it a poor wise man, and he by 
his wisdom delivered the city. Yet no one 
remembered that same poor man. 

16Then I said: 


“Wisdom is better than "strength. 
Nevertheless °the poor man’s wisdom 
is despised, 
And his words are not heard. 
17 Words of the wise, spoken quietly, 
should be heard 
Rather than the shout of a ruler of 
fools. 
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of 
war; 
But Pone sinner destroys much 
good.” 


*9:2 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read good 
andbad. *9:14 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate 
read bulwarks. 


9:1 neither love nor hatred. Sometimes in Hebrew 
two opposites together are a way of saying “every- 
thing.” Love and hate are best viewed as words for 
God's favor and disfavor. 

9:5 the dead knownothing. This is not a flat denial of 
any hope beyond the grave. The point of view is lim- 
ited to what can be known strictly from the human 
point of view, “under the sun.” 

9:8 Let your garments always be white. |t was dif- 
ficult in ancient times to keep white clothing clean 
(see analogy in Is. 1:18). White clothing and oint- 
ments—oil—were symbols of joy and purity. 

9:11 not to the swift... to the strong... wise... 
understanding . . . men of skill. We would like to 
think that the best always win, that the deserving 
are always rewarded. But our experience shows that 


these expectations are not always realized. These five 
assets were enjoyed by individuals. But while some 
planned and counted on their assets, God in the end 
determined their lot. 

9:14-18 There was a little city. Here is a para- 
ble about how an unstoppable military operation 
against a small city was prevented by the wisdom 
of one poor but wise man. The conclusion is that 
wisdom is preferable to strength, and should be 
heeded. 
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732 Ecclesiastes 10:1 
1 Dead flies putrefy* the perfumer’s 
ointment, 
And cause it to give off a foul odor; 
So does a little folly to one respected 
for wisdom and honor. 
2 Awise man’s heart is at his right hand, 
But a fool’s heart at his left. 
3 Even when a fool walks along the way, 
He lacks wisdom, 
aAnd he shows everyone that he is a 
fool. 
4 Ifthe spirit of the ruler rises against 
you, 
bDo not leave your post; 
For ‘conciliation pacifies great 
offenses. 


5 There is an evil I have seen under the 
sun, 
As an error proceeding from the ruler: 
6 dFolly is set in great dignity, 
While the rich sit in a lowly place. 
7 [have seen servants on horses, 
While princes walk on the ground like 
servants. 


8 fHe who digs a pit will fall into it, 
And whoever breaks through a wall 
will be bitten by a serpent. 
9 He who quarries stones may be hurt 
by them, 
And he who splits wood may be 
endangered by it. 
If the ax is dull, 
And one does not sharpen the edge, 
Then he must use more strength; 
But wisdom brings success. 
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A serpent may bite ¢when it is not 
charmed; 
The babbler is no different. 
12 hThe words of a wise man’s mouth are 
gracious, 
But ‘the lips of a fool shall swallow 
him up; 
13. The words of his mouth begin with 
foolishness, 
And the end of his talk is raving 
madness. 
14 iA fool also multiplies words. 
No man knows what is to be; 


Who can tell him *what will be after 
him? 
15 The labor of fools wearies them, 
For they do not even know how to go 
to the city! 


16 !Woe to you, O land, when your king is 
a child, 
And your princes feast in the morning! 
Blessed are you, O land, when your 
king is the son of nobles, 
And your “princes feast at the proper 
time— 
For strength and not for drunkenness! 
Because of laziness the building 
decays, 
And "through idleness of hands the 
house leaks. 
19 A feast is made for laughter, 
And owine makes merry; 
But money answers everything. 
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20 pDo not curse the king, even in your 

thought; 

Do not curse the rich, even in your 
bedroom; 

For a bird of the air may carry your 
voice, 

And a bird in flight may tell the 
matter. 


The Value of Diligence 
1 1 Cast your bread ¢upon the waters, 
>For you will find it after many days. 
2 cGive a serving “to seven, and also to 
eight, 
eFor you do not know what evil will be 
on the earth. 


3 If the clouds are full of rain, 
They empty themselves upon the 
earth; 
And if a tree falls to the south or the 
north, 
In the place where the tree falls, there 
it shall lie. 
4 He who observes the wind will not sow, 
And he who regards the clouds will 
not reap. 


*10:1 Targum and Vulgate omit putrefy. 


10:1 Dead flies putrefy the perfumer’s ointment. 
Just as one fly can ruin a whole batch of ointment, so 
an ounce of folly will spoil a pound of wisdom. 

10:2 A wise man’s heart is at his right hand. \n 
ancient thought, the right hand was the place of 
honor and favor, while the left hand was the reverse. 
10:10 If the ax is dull. The wise person will sharpen 
the ax. A person of limited training will have to work 
harder, as though with a dull ax, than someone wiser 
whose tools are maintained. 

10:17 Blessed are you, O land. Useful nobility 
expresses itself in a sense of responsibility and def- 
erence to social order. This verse is an argument for 
propriety. 

11:1 Cast your bread upon the waters. Verses 1-6 
emphasize the element of risk and uncertainty in 
commercial and agricultural enterprises. Thus if the 


preceding proverbs in chapter 10 deal with royalty 
and leaders, these in verses 1-6 deal with common 
people. Men and women must venture forth judi- 
ciously if they are ever to realize a gain, even though 
there is always a certain amount of risk. 

11:2 to seven, and also to eight. This urges us to be 
generous to as many as possible—and then some. 
11:4 will not sow... will not reap. The person who 


10:3 7 Prov. 13:16; 18:2.  10:4% Eccl. 8:3 ©1 Sam. 
25:24-33 10:64 Esth.3:1 10:7 Prov. 19:10; 30:22 
10:8 /Prov. 26:27 10:119Jer.8:17  10:12/Prov. 
10:32 /Prov. 10:14 10:14/[Prov. 15:2] ‘Eccl. 3:22; 8:7 
10:16! Is. 3:4,5;5:11 10:17 Prov. 31:4 10:18 Prov. 
24:30-34 10:19°Ps.104:15 10:20? Acts 23:5 

11:1 71s. 32:20 (Deut. 15:10] 11:2¢[1 Tim. 6:18, 19] 

4 Mic. 5:5 Eph. 5:16 


5 As fyou do not know what is the way 
of the wind,* 
£Or how the bones grow in the womb of 
her who is with child, 
So you do not know the works of God 
who makes everything. 
6 Inthe morning sow your seed, 
And in the evening do not withhold 
your hand; 
For you do not know which will 
prosper, 
Either this or that, 
Or whether both alike will be good. 


7 Truly the light is sweet, 
And it is pleasant for the eyes "to 
behold the sun; 
8 But ifaman lives many years 
And irejoices in them all, 
Yet let him remember the days of 
darkness, 
For they will be many. 
All that is coming is vanity. 


Seek God in Early Life 
9 Rejoice, O young man, in your 
youth, 
And let your heart cheer you in the 
days of your youth; 
kWalk in the ways of your heart, 
And in the sight of your eyes; 
But know that for all these 
'God will bring you into judgment. 
10 Therefore remove sorrow from your 
heart, 
And ™put away evil from your 
flesh, 
nFor childhood and youth are 
vanity. 


1 Remember®¢ now your Creator in the 
days of your youth, 
Before the difficult days come, 
And the years draw near when you 
Say, 
“T have no pleasure in them”: 
2 While the sun and the light, 
The moon and the stars, 
Are not darkened, 
And the clouds do not return after the 
rain; 


Ecclesiastes 12:11 ™@ 733 
3 In the day when the keepers of the 
house tremble, 
And the strong men bow down; 
When the grinders cease because they 
are few, 
And those that look through the 
windows grow dim; 
4 When the doors are shut in the 
streets, 
And the sound of grinding is low; 
When one rises up at the sound of a 
bird, 
And all ‘the daughters of music are 
brought low. 
5 Also they are afraid of height, 
And of terrors in the way; 
When the almond tree blossoms, 
The grasshopper is a burden, 
And desire fails. 
For man goes to ¢his eternal home, 
And ¢the mourners go about the 
streets. 


6 Remember your Creator before the 
silver cord is loosed,* 
Or the golden bowl is broken, 
Or the pitcher shattered at the 
fountain, 
Or the wheel broken at the well. 
7 fThen the dust will return to the earth 
as it was, 
sAnd the spirit will return to God "who 
gave it. 


8 “Vanity! of vanities,” says the 
Preacher, 
“Allis vanity.” 


The Whole Duty of Man 

§And moreover, because the Preacher 
was wise, he still taught the people knowl- 
edge; yes, he pondered and sought out 
and iset in order many proverbs. !°The 
Preacher sought to find acceptable words; 
and what was written was upright—words 
of truth. "The words of the wise are like 
goads, and the words of scholars* are like 


*11:5 Or spirit * 12:6 Following Qere and 
Targum; Kethib reads removed; Septuagint and 
Vulgate read broken. * 12:11 Literally masters of 
the assemblies 


is so cautious that he must wait for the ideal time 
before he makes a move is doomed to fail. 

11:9 Walk in the ways of your heart. This verse is 
not an invitation to live sinfully in sensual pleasure 
(as Num. 15:39 describes). Instead, it urges young 
people to enjoy themselves completely while not 
forgetting that God will review the quality of their life 
(3:17; 12:14). 

12:1-8 Remember now your Creator. Most inter- 
preters have argued that this poem is an allegory of 
old age. 

12:2 Are not darkened. The person is losing his sight. 
12:4 sound of grinding is low. A depiction of tooth- 
less old age when eating only soft foods makes little 
or no noise. 

12:6 the wheel broken at the well. The system of 


veins and arteries radiating out from the heart might 
have appeared to the ancients like the spokes on a 
wheel. 

12:11 The words of the wise are like goads. Just as 
an ox goad prods an animal in the right direction, so 
will the words of this book, when they are properly 
understood. well-driven nails. The nails or “pegs” 
referred to here are the same as in 2 Chronicles 3:9 
and Jeremiah 10:4. These are hooks in tents where 
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734 Ecclesiastes 12:12 
well-driven nails, given by one Shepherd. 
12And further, my son, be admonished by 
these. Of making many books there is no 
end, and kmuch study is wearisome to the 
flesh. 

13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: 


'Fear God and keep His 
commandments, 
For this is man’s all. 
4 For "God will bring every work into 
judgment, 
Including every secret thing, 
Whether good or evil. 


families hung the clothes and pots needed for every- 
day life. Here they refer to mental hooks giving stabil- 
ity and perspective to life. 

12:13 keep His commandments. The command- 
ments of the law are in view here. Jesus summed 
them up as to “love the Lord your God” and “your 
neighbor as yourself” (Matt. 22:34—40). We are whole 
or complete only when we fear God and obey His 


commandments. What profit is there in living? If we 
follow what this book has said, we will have a rela- 
tionship with God and find life in Him. 


12:12‘ Eccl. 1:18 
12:14 Matt. 12:36 


12:13! [Deut. 6:2; 10:12] 


THE 


SONG OF SOLOMON 


> AUTHOR: According to 1 Kings 4:32, Solomon wrote 1,005 songs, but this eulogy 
of love stood out among them as the “song of songs.” Tradition strongly favors Sol- 
omon as the author of this book. Solomon is specifically mentioned seven times, 
and he is identified as the groom. There is also evidence in the book of incredible 
royal luxury and expensive imported goods, things that characterized Solomon's 
reign. 

> TIME: c. 965 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Song 7:10 

> THEME: Song of Solomon, or Song of Songs as it is sometimes known, is a one-of- 
a-kind love poem that concentrates on elements of the physical attraction between 
the sexes. It is possible that the Shulamite maiden was Abishag, who attended to 
David in his last days. Like Jesus’ presence at a wedding, Song of Solomon is an 
indication of God's blessing on the physical union of man and woman. God created 
us for each other, and we should delight in physical intimacy within the context of 
marriage that God has sanctioned for us. 


1 The 4¢song of songs, which is Solomon’s. We will remember your* love more 


than wine. 
The Banquet 
THE SHULAMITE 
THE SHULAMITE* ; é 
2 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his Rightly do they love you. 
mouth— 5 Tam dark, but lovely, 


>For your* love is better than wine. 
3 Because of the fragrance of your good 
ointments, 
Your name is ointment poured forth; 6 
Therefore the virgins love you. 
4 cDraw me away! 


O daughters of Jerusalem, 

Like the tents of Kedar, 

Like the curtains of Solomon. 

Do not look upon me, because I am 
dark, 

Because the sun has tanned me. 


THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM My mother’s sons were angry with me; 


aWe will run after you.* 


* 1:2 A young woman from the town of Shulam or 


Shunem (compare 6:13). The speaker and audience 
THE SHULAMITE , 7 are identified according to the number, gender, 
The king ¢has brought me into his and person of the Hebrew words. Occasionally the 
chambers. identity is not certain. * 1:2 Masculine singular, 


THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM 
We will be glad and rejoice in you.* 


that is, the Beloved *1:4 Masculine singular, 
that is, the Beloved ¢ Feminine singular, that is, 
the Shulamite * Masculine singular, that is, the 
Beloved ¢ Masculine singular, that is, the Beloved 


1:1 song of songs. Like the superlative expressions 
“holy of holies” or “King of kings,” song of songs 
means “the loveliest of songs.” There are two princi- 
pal speakers in this book, the woman (the Shulamite) 
and the man (Solomon). 

1:2 for your love is better than wine. The Hebrew 
noun used here means sexual love, as it clearly does 
in Ezekiel 16:8. This is the Hebrew word that most 
approximates the Greek word eros. In the Song of Sol- 
omon, this plural word (a mark of intensity) speaks of 
divinely blessed lovemaking. 

1:3 your good ointments. |t was customary in 
biblical times to rub the body with fragrant oils 


after a bath in preparation for a festive occasion 
(Ruth 3:3). 

1:5 1am dark, but lovely. The Shulamite compares 
her dark coloring acquired from long hours working 
in the vineyards (v. 6) with the lighter complexion 
of the city maidens. The point here is her class and 
station in life. Unlike the young women of the court 
in Jerusalem who had been raised in comfort and 
conditions of ease, this woman had worked as a field 


1:191 Kin. 4:32 1:2Song 4:10 1:4¢Hos. 11:4 4 Phil. 


3:12-14 @Ps. 45:14, 15 


736 & Song of Solomon 1:7 


They made me the keeper of the 
vineyards, 
But my own fvineyard I have not kept. 


(To HER BELOVED) 
7 Tell me, O you whom I love, 
Where you feed your flock, 
Where you make it rest at noon. 
For why should I be as one who veils 
herself* 
By the flocks of your companions? 


THE BELOVED 
8 If you do not know, £O fairest among 
women, 
Follow in the footsteps of the flock, 
And feed your little goats 
Beside the shepherds’ tents. 
9 [have compared you, "my love, 
iTo my filly among Pharaoh’s chariots. 
10 ;Your cheeks are lovely with 
ornaments, 
Your neck with chains of gold. 


THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM 
11 We will make you* ornaments of gold 
With studs of silver. 


THE SHULAMITE 
12, While the king is at his table, 
My spikenard sends forth its 
fragrance. 
13. A bundle of myrrh is my beloved to 
me, 
That lies all night between my 
breasts. 
14 My beloved is to me a cluster of henna 
blooms 
In the vineyards of En Gedi. 


THE BELOVED 

15 kBehold, you are fair, my love! 
Behold, you are fair! 
You have dove’s eyes. 


THE SHULAMITE 
16 Behold, you are ‘handsome, my 
beloved! 


Yes, pleasant! 
Also our bed is green. 
17 The beams of our houses are cedar, 
And our rafters of fir. 
I am the rose of Sharon, 
And the lily of the valleys. 


THE BELOVED 
2 Like a lily among thorns, 
So is my love among the daughters. 


THE SHULAMITE 
3 Like an apple tree among the trees of 
the woods, 


So is my beloved among the sons. 

Isat down in his shade with great 
delight, 

And this fruit was sweet to my taste. 


THE SHULAMITE TO THE DAUGHTERS 


OF JERUSALEM 
4 He brought me to the banqueting 
house, 


And his banner over me was love. 
5 Sustain me with cakes of raisins, 

Refresh me with apples, 

For I am lovesick. 


6 bHis left hand is under my head, 
And his right hand embraces me. 
7 cl charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the gazelles or by the does of the 
field, 
Do not stir up nor awaken love 
Until it pleases. 


The Beloved’s Request 


THE SHULAMITE 

8 The voice of my beloved! 
Behold, he comes 
Leaping upon the mountains, 
Skipping upon the hills. 


*1:7 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read 
wanders. *1:11 Feminine singular, that is, the 
Shulamite 


hand in the sun. She knows her beauty is not dimin- 
ished by her more rugged manner of living. 

1:7 O you whom I love. Here the woman mentally 
addresses Solomon, her husband. She pictures him 
as the shepherd of Israel. 

1:8 Follow in the footsteps of the flock. \t would be 
better if she returned to the borders of Lebanon and 
the life of the farm rather than live alone and anxious 
in Solomon's palace. The point of this verse is that one 
should always count the cost of marriage to a particu- 
lar person before the marriage. 

1:13 A bundle of myrrh is my beloved to me. This 
verse refers to an oriental custom for a woman to 
wear a small bag of myrrh, a perfumed ointment, 
around her neck at night. All the next day a lovely 
fragrance would linger about her. 

1:17 The beams of our houses are cedar. As the 
Shulamite lies on their wedding bed (v. 16), she 
observes the marvelous cedar beams above her 


head. The opulence of Solomon’s personal and pub- 
lic buildings in Jerusalem is well documented (1 Kin. 
71-12). 

2:3 Like an apple tree. Raisin cakes (v. 5) and apples 
are symbols for sexual passion in ancient love songs. 
2:4 to the banqueting house. The literal meaning 
of the phrase is “the house of wine,” used because 
of the role that wine plays not only in feasting, but 
especially in weddings in biblical cultures (1:2). In the 
Bible, wine is a symbol of joy (Ps. 104:15). 

2:8 Skipping upon the hills. This is the young bride’s 
imaginative way of recalling the joy she experienced 
at her husband's arrival. 
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9 dMy beloved is like a gazelle or a young 
stag. 
Behold, he stands behind our wall; 
He is looking through the windows, 
Gazing through the lattice. 


10 My beloved spoke, and said to me: 
“Rise up, my love, my fair one, 
And come away. 
ll For lo, the winter is past, 
The rain is over and gone. 

12 The flowers appear on the earth; 
The time of singing has come, 
And the voice of the turtledove 
Is heard in our land. 

13 The fig tree puts forth her green 

figs, 
And the vines with the tender grapes 
Give a good smell. 
Rise up, my love, my fair one, 
And come away! 


14 “O my edove, in the clefts of the rock, 
In the secret places of the cliff, 
Let me see your face, 
fLet me hear your voice; 
For your voice is sweet, 
And your face is lovely.” 


HER BROTHERS 

15 Catch us sthe foxes, 
The little foxes that spoil the vines, 
For our vines have tender grapes. 


THE SHULAMITE 
16 hMy beloved is mine, and I am his. 
He feeds his flock among the lilies. 


(To HER BELOVED) 
17 iUntil the day breaks 
And the shadows flee away, 
Turn, my beloved, 
And be jlike a gazelle 
Or a young stag 
Upon the mountains of Bether.* 


A Troubled Night 


THE SHULAMITE 
3 By ¢night on my bed I sought the one 
T love; 


Song of Solomon 3:10 ™& 737 
IT sought him, but I did not find him. 
2 “T will rise now,” I said, 
“And go about the city; 
In the streets and in the squares 
I will seek the one I love.” 
Tsought him, but I did not find him. 
3 bThe watchmen who go about the city 
found me; 
I said, 
“Have you seen the one I love?” 


4 Scarcely had I passed by them, 
When I found the one I love. 
Theld him and would not let him go, 
Until I had brought him to the chouse 
of my mother, 
And into the chamber of her who 
conceived me. 


5 4d] charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
By the gazelles or by the does of the 
field, 
Do not stir up nor awaken love 
Until it pleases. 


The Coming of Solomon 


THE SHULAMITE 
6 eWho is this coming out of the 
wilderness 
Like pillars of smoke, 
Perfumed with myrrh and 
frankincense, 
With all the merchant’s fragrant 
powders? 
7 Behold, it is Solomon’s couch, 
With sixty valiant men around it, 
Of the valiant of Israel. 
8 They all hold swords, 
Being expert in war. 
Every man has his sword on his thigh 
Because of fear in the night. 


9 Of the wood of Lebanon 
Solomon the King 
Made himself a palanquin:* 
10 He made its pillars of silver, 
Its support of gold, 


*2:17 Literally Separation *3:9 A portable 


enclosed chair 


2:11-13 the winter is past. By this Solomon means 
that the time of joy has come; it is the summer of 
their love. Solomon may have come at a time of great 
beauty in the fields and forests where the young 
woman lived; he uses the beauty of creation to 
describe the ripeness of time for their love. 

2:15 Catch us the foxes. The Shulamite’s brothers 
called on Solomon to catch them the foxes. Many 
times they had seen little foxes creep into the vine- 
yards they tended and destroy the roots by gnawing 
on them. 

3:1 on my bed. This is a dream that took place before 
they were married. The young woman was becoming 
concerned about what she would be getting into in 
the royal marriage. 

3:3 Have you seen. Her frantic search for her beloved 
is initially unsuccessful. 


3:4 the one | love. At last she finds him and in her 
dream takes him to her mother’s house. The worry 
of his absence is intolerable to her; she wants him 
to move back with her to her familiar home and life- 
style. 

3:7 Solomon’s couch. This was a sedan chair 
with poles projecting from the front and back so 
that a person could be carried by several bear- 
ers. (vv. 9-10). The Shulamite was being carried to 
the wedding and to her groom on Solomon's own 
couch. 
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738 @ Song of Solomon 3:11 


Its seat of purple, 
Its interior paved with love 
By the daughters of Jerusalem. 
11 Go forth, O daughters of Zion, 
And see King Solomon with the crown 
With which his mother crowned him 
On the day of his wedding, 
The day of the gladness of his heart. 


The Bridegroom Praises the Bride 


THE BELOVED 
Behold, “you are fair, my love! 
Behold, you are fair! 
You have dove’s eyes behind your veil. 
Your hair is like a flock of goats, 
Going down from Mount Gilead. 

2 cYour teeth are like a flock of shorn 

sheep 

Which have come up from the washing, 
Every one of which bears twins, 
And none is barren among them. 

3 Your lips are like a strand of scarlet, 
And your mouth is lovely. 

dYour temples behind your veil 

Are like a piece of pomegranate. 

4 eYour neck is like the tower of David, 
Built ffor an armory, 
On which hang a thousand bucklers, 
All shields of mighty men. 

5 sYour two breasts are like two fawns, 
Twins of a gazelle, 
Which feed among the lilies. 


6 hUntil the day breaks 
And the shadows flee away, 
I will go my way to the mountain of 
myrrh 
And to the hill of frankincense. 


7 ‘You are all fair, my love, 
And there is no spot in you. 
8 Come with me from Lebanon, my 
spouse, 
With me from Lebanon. 
Look from the top of Amana, 
From the top of Senir jand Hermon, 
From the lions’ dens, 
From the mountains of the leopards. 


9 You have ravished my heart, 
My sister, my spouse; 
You have ravished my heart 
With one look of your eyes, 
With one link of your necklace. 
10 How fair is your love, 
My sister, my spouse! 
kHow much better than wine is your love, 
And the scent of your perfumes 
Than all spices! 
ll Your lips, O my spouse, 
Drip as the honeycomb; 
'Honey and milk are under your tongue; 
And the fragrance of your garments 
Is like the fragrance of Lebanon. 


12 A garden enclosed 
Is my sister, my spouse, 
A spring shut up, 
A fountain sealed. 
13 Your plants are an orchard of 
pomegranates 
With pleasant fruits, 
Fragrant henna with spikenard, 
14 Spikenard and saffron, 
Calamus and cinnamon, 
With all trees of frankincense, 
Myrrh and aloes, 
With all the chief spices— 
15 A fountain of gardens, 
A well of "living waters, 
And streams from Lebanon. 


THE SHULAMITE 
16 Awake, O north wind, 
And come, O south! 
Blow upon my garden, 
That its spices may flow out. 
oLet my beloved come to his garden 
And eat its pleasant Pfruits. 


THE BELOVED 
I chave come to my garden, my sister, 
my spouse; 
Ihave gathered my myrrh with my spice; 
c] have eaten my honeycomb with my 
honey; 
Ihave drunk my wine with my milk. 


4:1 Behold, you are fair. Solomon lavishly praises 
his bride’s great beauty. He uses verbal symbols 
of loveliness to paint a picture of the breathtaking 
charm of the Shulamite. Dove's eyes are a picture of 
purity, innocence, and beauty. The king compared 
the movement of her flowing hair to the graceful 
movement of a flock of goats in their descent down 
from Mount Gilead. 

4:2-5 teeth... lips...neck... breasts. The king 
thapsodizes of the perfection of her physical fea- 
tures. Her beauty is exquisite. 

4:9 My sister, my spouse. This strange pairing of 
words was based on the idea that in marriage a cou- 
ple became “related.” The woman was dignified as a 
member of the king’s family. 

4:11 lips... Honey and milk. The sweetness of his 
bride’s kisses are like food to him (5:1; compare 1:2). 
4:12 A garden enclosed... A spring shut up. Sol- 
omon evokes thoughts of refreshment and delight. 


His use of the words “shut up” and “sealed” indicate, 
in a poetic manner, his wife's virginity on their wed- 
ding night. This was the treasure she brought to him, 
and which she charged the other young women in 
the court to maintain for their wedding nights as 
well (2:7). 

4:16 Let my beloved come to his garden. The bride 
is now ready to accept her lover for the first time to 
her “garden.” She calls on the wind to blow through. 
That is, she is ready to make love to her husband for 
the first time. 

5:1 | have drunk my wine with my milk. At the 
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(To His FRIENDS) 
Eat, O ¢friends! 
Drink, yes, drink deeply, 
O beloved ones! 


The Shulamite’s Troubled Evening 


THE SHULAMITE 
2 Isleep, but my heart is awake; 
It is the voice of my beloved! 
eHe knocks, saying, 
“Open for me, my sister, my love, 
My dove, my perfect one; 
For my head is covered with dew, 
My locks with the drops of the night.” 


3 Thave taken off my robe; 
How can I put it on again? 
Ihave washed my feet; 
How can I defile them? 
4 My beloved put his hand 
By the latch of the door, 
And my heart yearned for him. 
5 Tarose to open for my beloved, 
And my hands dripped with myrrh, 
My fingers with liquid myrrh, 
On the handles of the lock. 


6 J opened for my beloved, 
But my beloved had turned away and 
was gone. 
My heart leaped up when he spoke. 
fT sought him, but I could not find him; 
I called him, but he gave me no 
answer. 
7 £¢The watchmen who went about the 
city found me. 
They struck me, they wounded me; 
The keepers of the walls 
Took my veil away from me. 
8 Icharge you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, 
If you find my beloved, 
That you tell him I am lovesick! 


THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM 
9 What is your beloved 
More than another beloved, 
hO fairest among women? 
What is your beloved 
More than another beloved, 
That you so charge us? 


Song of Solomon6:4 & 739 


THE SHULAMITE 

10 My beloved is white and ruddy, 
Chief among ten thousand. 

ll_ His head is like the finest gold; 
His locks are wavy, 
And black as a raven. 

12 iHis eyes are like doves 
By the rivers of waters, 
Washed with milk, 
And fitly set. 

13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices, 
Banks of scented herbs. 
His lips are lilies, 
Dripping liquid myrrh. 


M4 His hands are rods of gold 
Set with beryl. 

His body is carved ivory 
Inlaid with sapphires. 

15 His legs are pillars of marble 
Set on bases of fine gold. 

His countenance is like Lebanon, 
Excellent as the cedars. 

16 His mouth is most sweet, 
Yes, he is altogether lovely. 
This is my beloved, 

And this is my friend, 
O daughters of Jerusalem! 


THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM 
6 Where has your beloved gone, 
40 fairest among women? 
Where has your beloved turned 
aside, 
That we may seek him with you? 


THE SHULAMITE 

2 My beloved has gone to his »garden, 
To the beds of spices, 
To feed his flock in the gardens, 
And to gather lilies. 

3 cl am my beloved’s, 
And my beloved is mine. 
He feeds his flock among the lilies. 


Praise of the Shulamite’s Beauty 


THE BELOVED 
4 Onmy love, you are as beautiful as 
Tirzah, 
Lovely as Jerusalem, 
Awesome as an army with banners! 


conclusion of their lovemaking, the groom speaks of 
his complete satisfaction in his beautiful bride. 
5:2-7 I sleep. These words begin a section (vv. 2-8) 
that most likely is another dream sequence (3:1-5). 
The bride dreams that her lover is coming to her, but 
she has already washed, removed her robe, and got- 
ten into bed. (v. 3). She finally goes to the door to let 
him in, but he is gone. Her sorrow at this drives her 
into the city to search for him. 

5:8-9 O daughters of Jerusalem. She asks for help 
in her search, but the daughters question what is so 
special about the one for whom she seeks. 

6:1 that we may seek him with you. The cho- 
rus members now join in the search. In the dream 
sequence, we suspect that the chorus is well aware of 


his location. It is only the bride who needs to discover 
his whereabouts. 

6:3 | am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine. 
These words are an inversion of the words of 2:16; 
compare also 7:10. he feeds his flock among the Iil- 
ies. With these words the bride comes to terms with 
the reality that, as much as she and the king are in 
ove, he still has other responsibilities and so does 
she. His work as king makes him the shepherd of 
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5 Turn your eyes away from me, 
For they have overcome me. 
Your hair is “like a flock of goats 
Going down from Gilead. 
6 eYour teeth are like a flock of sheep 
Which have come up from the 
washing; 
Every one bears twins, 
And none is barren among them. 
7 fLike a piece of pomegranate 
Are your temples behind your veil. 


8 There are sixty queens 
And eighty concubines, 
And ¢virgins without number. 

9 My dove, my "perfect one, 
Is the only one, 
The only one of her mother, 
The favorite of the one who bore her. 
The daughters saw her 
And called her blessed, 
The queens and the concubines, 
And they praised her. 


10 Who is she who looks forth as the 
morning, 
Fair as the moon, 
Clear as the sun, 
‘Awesome as an army with banners? 


THE SHULAMITE 
11 J went down to the garden of nuts 
To see the verdure of the valley, 
iTo see whether the vine had budded 
And the pomegranates had bloomed. 
12 Before I was even aware, 
My soul had made me 
As the chariots of my noble people.* 


THE BELOVED AND HIs FRIENDS 
13 Return, return, O Shulamite; 
Return, return, that we may look upon 
you! 


THE SHULAMITE 
What would you see in the 
Shulamite— 
As it were, the dance of the two 
camps?* 


Expressions of Praise 


THE BELOVED 


7 How beautiful are your feet in sandals, 
aQ prince’s daughter! 


The curves of your thighs are like 
jewels, 

The work of the hands of a skillful 
workman. 

2 Your navel is a rounded goblet; 

It lacks no blended beverage. 
Your waist is a heap of wheat 
Set about with lilies. 

3 Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
Twins of a gazelle. 

4 cYour neck is like an ivory tower, 
Your eyes like the pools in Heshbon 
By the gate of Bath Rabbim. 

Your nose is like the tower of 
Lebanon 

Which looks toward Damascus. 

5 Your head crowns you like Mount 

Carmel, 

And the hair of your head is like 
purple; 

A king is held captive by your tresses. 


6 How fair and how pleasant you are, 
O love, with your delights! 
7 This stature of yours is like a palm 
tree, 
And your breasts like its clusters. 
8 [said, “I will go up to the palm tree, 
I will take hold of its branches.” 
Let now your breasts be like clusters 
of the vine, 
The fragrance of your breath like 
apples, 
8 And the roof of your mouth like the 
best wine. 


THE SHULAMITE 
The wine goes down smoothly for my 
beloved, 
Moving gently the lips of sleepers.* 
10 d] am my beloved’s, 
And ehis desire is toward me. 


11 Come, my beloved, 

Let us go forth to the field; 
Let us lodge in the villages. 

12 Let us get up early to the vineyards; 
Let us fsee if the vine has budded, 
Whether the grape blossoms are 

open, 
And the pomegranates are in bloom. 
There I will give you my love. 


*6:12 Hebrew Ammi Nadib_ * 6:13 Hebrew Ma- 
hanaim *7:9 Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate 
read lips and teeth. 


his people, yet his love for her does not necessarily 
diminish because of his devotion to his work. 

6:8-9 sixty... eighty. This use of numbers is a rhe- 
torical device to emphasize that the bride alone is 
Solomon’s love. 

6:13 Return, return, O Shulamite. The chorus calls 
the bride back from her daydreams and reminds her 
that she is Solomon's queen. 

7:1 The curves of your thighs. The Hebrew wording 
suggests not only her form but also the fluid motion 
of her dance (6:13). 

7:7-8 like a palm tree. This is a sexual image that has 


its basis in the pollination of palm trees. To fertilize 
a female palm tree, the gardener climbs the male 
tree and takes some of its flowers. Then he climbs 
the female tree and ties the pollen-bearing flowers 
among its branches. 


6:594Song 4:1 6:6¢Song 4:2 6:7/Song 4:3 
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13 The smandrakes give off a fragrance, 
And at our gates “are pleasant fruits, 
All manner, new and old, 

Which I have laid up for you, my 
beloved. 

Oh, that you were like my brother, 

Who nursed at my mother’s breasts! 

Tf I should find you outside, 

I would kiss you; 

I would not be despised. 

2 T would lead you and bring you 

Into the chouse of my mother, 

She who used to instruct me. 

I would cause you to drink of spiced 
wine, 

Of the juice of my pomegranate. 


(TO THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM) 
3 cHis left hand is under my head, 
And his right hand embraces me. 
4 d] charge you, O daughters of 
Jerusalem, 
Do not stir up nor awaken love 
Until it pleases. 


Love Renewed in Lebanon 


A RELATIVE 
5 eWho is this coming up from the 
wilderness, 
Leaning upon her beloved? 


I awakened you under the apple tree. 

There your mother brought you forth; 

There she who bore you brought you 
forth. 


THE SHULAMITE TO HER BELOVED 
6 fSet me as a seal upon your heart, 
As a seal upon your arm; 
For love is as strong as death, 
sJealousy as cruel as the grave;* 
Its flames are flames of fire, 
A most vehement flame.* 


7 Many waters cannot quench love, 
Nor can the floods drown it. 
hIf aman would give for love 


Song of Solomon 8:14 @ 741 


All the wealth of his house, 
It would be utterly despised. 


THE SHULAMITE’S BROTHERS 
8 iWe have a little sister, 
And she has no breasts. 
What shall we do for our sister 
In the day when she is spoken for? 
9 If she is a wall, 
We will build upon her 
A battlement of silver; 
And if she is a door, 
We will enclose her 
With boards of cedar. 


THE SHULAMITE 

10 Tamawall, 
And my breasts like towers; 
Then I became in his eyes 
As one who found peace. 

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal 

Hamon; 

iHe leased the vineyard to keepers; 
Everyone was to bring for its fruit 
A thousand silver coins. 


(To SOLomoN) 
12. My own vineyard is before me. 
You, O Solomon, may have a 
thousand, 
And those who tend its fruit two 
hundred. 


THE BELOVED 
13 You who dwell in the gardens, 
The companions listen for your voice— 
kLet me hear it! 


THE SHULAMITE 

14 [Make haste, my beloved, 
And “be like a gazelle 
Or a young stag 
On the mountains of spices. 


*8:6 Or Sheol ¢ Literally A flame of YAH (a poetic 
form of YHWH, the LORD) 


7:13 The mandrakes. The yellow fruit of the man- 
drake was small, sweet-tasting, and fragrant. It was 
considered a love potion (Gen. 30:16). 

8:3 left... right. The repetition of 2:6-7 punctu- 
ates both the joy of sexual intimacy with marriage 
and the warnings against sexual activity before mar- 
riage. 

8:6 as a seal. This is a symbol of possession or own- 
ership. The Shulamite wants the king to feel a total 
ownership of her in his heart. She is committed only 
to him; and she wants him to be completely commit- 
ted to her. As long as she resides in his heart, she feels 
secure. 


8:7 quench... . despised. The point of this verse is 
that true love cannot be destroyed or purchased. 
8:10 | ama wall... towers. The woman explains 
that she has been virtuous in youth and that she will 
remain faithful in her adulthood. 

8:14 mountains of spices. That is, she wants him to 
return to her loving embrace (1:13). 


7:13 9 Gen. 30:14 Matt. 13:52 
9:2 8:3¢Song2:6 8:44Song 2:7; 3:5 
3:6 8:6 Jer. 22:24 9 Prov. 6:34, 35 


8:27Song 3:4 © Prov. 
8:5 °Song 
8:7" Prov. 6:35 
8:8/ Ezek. 23:33  8:11/Matt. 21:33 8:13 ‘Song 2:14 
8:14! Rev. 22:17, 20 ™ Song 2:7, 9, 17 


THE BOOK OF 


ISAIAH 


> AUTHOR: Although there is much argument regarding the unity of the work, 
Isaiah is the commonly accepted author of this book. He was from a distinguished 
Jewish family and his education is evident in his impressive vocabulary and style. 
The New Testament writers John, Paul, Matthew, and Luke, as well as Jesus Himself, 
all quote from the Book of Isaiah and credit him with its authorship. This great poet 
was uncompromising, sincere, and compassionate. Isaiah maintained close contact 
with the royal court, but his exhortations against alliances with foreign powers were 
not always well received. 
> TIME: c. 740-680 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Is. 9:6-7 

> THEME: Because of the length of the book and Isaiah's interactions with the pol- 
itics of the time, we probably get a better picture of Isaiah's ministry than we do of 
any of the other prophets. It also contains more of the well-known, classic prophecy 
texts than any other book. One commentator calls Isaiah “the Romans of the Old 
Testament,” as in Isaiah we get a broad perspective on how and why God is working 
in history. Both God's holiness and grace come clearly into perspective through a 


careful study of this book. 


The “vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, 

which he saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem in the >days of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 


The Wickedness of Judah 
2 cHear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth! 
For the LORD has spoken: 
“T have nourished and brought up 
children, 
And they have rebelled against Me; 
3 dThe ox knows its owner 
And the donkey its master’s crib; 
But Israel ¢does not know, 
My people do not consider.” 


4 Alas, sinful nation, 
A people laden with iniquity, 
fA brood of evildoers, 
Children who are corrupters! 
They have forsaken the LORD, 
They have provoked to anger 
The Holy One of Israel, 
They have turned away backward. 


5 sWhy should you be stricken 
again? 
You will revolt more and more. 
The whole head is sick, 
And the whole heart faints. 
6 From the sole of the foot even to the 
head, 
There is no soundness in it, 
But wounds and bruises and 
putrefying sores; 
They have not been closed or bound 
up, 
Or soothed with ointment. 


7 hYour country is desolate, 
Your cities are burned with fire; 
Strangers devour your land in your 
presence; 
And it is desolate, as overthrown by 
strangers. 
8 So the daughter of Zion is left ‘as a 
booth in a vineyard, 
As a hut in a garden of cucumbers, 
iAs a besieged city. 


1:1 Isaiah the son of Amoz. God sent His message 
through Isaiah to Judah, the people of the south- 
ern kingdom—specifically to their magistrates, 
priests, and prophets in Jerusalem. The nation had 
been divided into two parts: Judah (the southern 
kingdom) and Israel (the northern kingdom). While 
Isaiah’s message was primarily for the southern king- 
dom, it was also for the northern kingdom. The entire 
nation was heading down a path of sin and idolatry 
that would end in destruction. Isaiah lived to see the 
nation of Assyria take the northern kingdom into 


captivity in 722 B.c. The record of Isaiah's visions con- 
tains the revelations that God gave during the reigns 
of Uzziah (792-740 B.c.), Jotham (752-736 B.c.), Ahaz 
(736-720 B.c.), and Hezekiah (729-699 B.c.). God 
never changes, and this revelation is still relevant for 
His people today. 


1:17Num. 12:6 2 Chr. 26-32 
1:3 4 Jer. 8:7 ©Jer. 9:3, 6 
1:7" Deut. 28:51, 52 


1:2 ¢Jer. 2:12 
1:4/Matt. 3:7 1:59 Jer. 5:3 
1:8/ Job 27:18 J Jer. 4:17 


9 kUnless the LoRD of hosts 
Had left to us a very small remnant, 
We would have become like ‘Sodom, 
We would have been made like 
Gomorrah. 


10 Hear the word of the LorD, 
You rulers "of Sodom; 
Give ear to the law of our God, 
You people of Gomorrah: 
11 “To what purpose is the multitude of 
your "sacrifices to Me?” 
Says the LORD. 
“I have had enough of burnt offerings 
of rams 
And the fat of fed cattle. 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
Or of lambs or goats. 


12 “When you come °to appear before Me, 
Who has required this from your hand, 
To trample My courts? 
13 Bring no more Pfutile sacrifices; 
Incense is an abomination to Me. 
The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and 
athe calling of assemblies— 
I cannot endure iniquity and the 
sacred meeting. 
4 ‘Your "New Moons and your sappointed 
feasts 
My soul hates; 
They are a trouble to Me, 
Iam weary of bearing them. 
15 tWhen you spread out your hands, 
I will hide My eyes from you; 
uEven though you make many prayers, 
I will not hear. 
Your hands are full of blood. 


16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves 
clean; 
Put away the evil of your doings from 
before My eyes. 
wCease to do evil, 


Isaiah 1:24 @ 743 
17 Learn to do good; 

Seek justice, 

Rebuke the oppressor;* 

Defend the fatherless, 

Plead for the widow. 


18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” 
Says the LORD, 
“Though your sins are like scarlet, 
yThey shall be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like crimson, 
They shall be as wool. 
19 Tf you are willing and obedient, 
You shall eat the good of the land; 
20 But if you refuse and rebel, 
You shall be devoured by the sword”; 
zFor the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 


The Degenerate City 
21 aHow the faithful city has become a 
harlot! 
It was full of justice; 
Righteousness lodged in it, 
But now >murderers. 
22 cYour silver has become dross, 
Your wine mixed with water. 
23 dYour princes are rebellious, 
And “companions of thieves; 
fEveryone loves bribes, 
And follows after rewards. 
They £do not defend the fatherless, 
Nor does the cause of the widow come 
before them. 


24 Therefore the Lord says, 
The LorD of hosts, the Mighty One of 
Israel, 
“Ah, "I will rid Myself of My 
adversaries, 
And take vengeance on My 
enemies. 


* 1:17 Some ancient versions read the oppressed. 


1:9 Lorb of hosts. |saiah describes God as ruler over 
all powers in heaven and earth through His com- 
mand of His angelic armies. remnant. Though God 
punished His sinful people, He always preserved a 
remnant, or survivor (Gen. 22:16-17; Ex. 34:6-7; Mic. 
7:19-20; Rom. 9:29; 11:15). Sodom... Gomorrah. 
These two cities were regarded as the epitome of sin- 
fulness. It was a scathing condemnation to say that 
Jerusalem had become like those cities. 

1:18-20 The Message of the Prophets—These 
verses contain the essence of the prophet’s message 
to Israel, which is also meant for us today. We need to 
recognize the reality of our condition. We are a stiff- 
necked and rebellious people, who would rather do 
what we want, when we want. Even today, we want 
the benefits of God’s grace without accepting any 
accountability to God. 

Just as in the days of Isaiah, God's people attempt 
to replace obedience with ceremony. We ignore 
God’s commands to care for the destitute, and we 
lose sight of God’s requirements for justice and righ- 
teousness. Each of us stands before God dirty and 
bloody, saying we are still His people, when we are 
clearly not ready to fellowship with a holy God. We 
need to be cleaned up first. 


Our God is a redeeming God who knows how to 
deal with sin. Although there is no rebellion that goes 
beyond His reach, the remedy has to be His. The first 
step in obedience is repentance—turning away from 
the direction we are going in order to see God. 

1:18 reason together. This term means “to come to 
a legal decision.” It is not an invitation to negotiate or 
compromise. The people were to come to an agree- 
ment with God concerning the enormous gravity of 
their sin. God was not declaring His people innocent 
of wickedness, but He was prepared to pardon their 
sins if they would repent and turn to Him. 

1:20 has spoken. The verb “has spoken” indicates 
finality (contrast the verb “says” in v. 18). God had gra- 
ciously extended His offer of mercy over a significant 
period of time, but this was the only offer He made. 
They could not “cut another deal” with Him (40:5; 55:11). 
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744 @ Isaiah 1:25 
25 | will turn My hand against you, 
And ‘thoroughly purge away your 
dross, 
And take away all your alloy. 
26 J will restore your judges jas at the first, 
And your counselors as at the 
beginning. 
Afterward ®you shall be called the 
city of righteousness, the faithful 
city.” 


27 Zion shall be redeemed with justice, 
And her penitents with righteousness. 
28 The ‘destruction of transgressors and 
of sinners shall be together, 
And those who forsake the LorD shall 
be consumed. 
29 For they* shall be ashamed of the 
terebinth trees 
Which you have desired; 
And you shall be embarrassed 
because of the gardens 
Which you have chosen. 
30 For you shall be as a terebinth whose 
leaf fades, 
And as a garden that has no water. 
31mThe strong shall be as tinder, 
And the work of it as a spark; 
Both will burn together, 
And no one shall "quench them. 


The Future House of God 
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 


2 Now it shall come to pass in the 
latter days 
¢That the mountain of the LORD’s house 
Shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, 


And shall be exalted above the hills; 
And all nations shall flow to it. 
3 Many people shall come and say, 
a“Come, and let us go up to the mountain 
of the LORD, 
To the house of the God of Jacob; 
He will teach us His ways, 
And we shall walk in His paths.” 
eFor out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
And the word of the LoRD from 
Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 
And rebuke many people; 
They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, 
And their spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, 
Neither shall they learn war anymore. 


The Day of the Lorp 
5 O house of Jacob, come and let us ‘walk 
In the light of the LORD. 


6 For You have forsaken Your people, 

the house of Jacob, 

Because they are filled ¢with eastern 
ways; 

They are soothsayers like the 
Philistines, 

iAnd they are pleased with the children 
of foreigners. 

7 iTheir land is also full of silver and gold, 
And there is no end to their treasures; 
Their land is also full of horses, 

And there is no end to their chariots. 


* 1:29 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Targum 
read you. 


1:27 redeemed. The Hebrew word for “redeemed” 
means “ransomed” or “freed” from another's own- 
ership through the payment of a price. penitents. 
Zion’s penitents, those who turned their backs on 
idolatry and injustice, found freedom from sin and 
judgment. 

1:29 terebinth trees... gardens. The terebinth was 
a sacred tree, and the gardens with sacred groves 
for fertility rites were part of idol worship, which the 
people had chosen instead of worshiping only the 
living God. 

2:2 in the latter days. The latter days refer to the 
conditions in Christ’s (the Messiah’s) future kingdom. 
At the time of the writing of the Book of Isaiah, no 
one had a clear idea of what the coming of the Mes- 
siah would mean. They believed that, under His rule, 
earthly kingdoms and authorities would vanish, and 
everything would at last be the way God originally 
planned before the fall (Gen. 3:1-22). But they did 
not yet have an understanding of Christ dying on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world, or of the church 
age. Isaiah was looking forward to what Christians 
are still looking forward to—what we call the second 
coming, or return of Christ (Acts 1:11; Rev. 21-22). 
2:4 Neither shall they learn war anymore. The Old 
Testament term for “peace” meant soundness or 
completeness. Just as man can never be truly at peace 
apart from his Creator, so a nation of sinful humanity 


cannot truly achieve peace apart from God. Men or 
nations will be rebellious, self-centered, and at odds 
with each other unless their harmony with God is 
restored. This can only happen when, person by per- 
son, peace is provided by the Prince of Peace, Jesus 
Christ. To look forward to the day when there will be 
this peace for the whole world is to understand the 
magnitude of God's promise in this passage. 

2:6 You have forsaken. This was a present condi- 
tion—but not a permanent condition—for the Isra- 
elites. God’s covenant with Israel had always been 
based on their obedience, and the Israelites (or house 
of Jacob) were finally going to experience the results 
of their disobedience (Deut. 27-30). filled with east- 
ern ways ... soothsayers. Copying other religions 
and participating in the occult practices of peoples 
of Canaan were strictly forbidden (Deut. 18:9-14). 
Whoever did these things was detestable to the Lord. 
2:7 full of silver and gold... full of horses. The king 
was not to multiply horses, wives, or gold and silver 
for himself, for this would cause his heart to turn away 
from the Lord (Deut. 17:14-17). 
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1:25! Mal. 3:3 


8 kTheir land is also full of idols; 
They worship the work of their own 
hands, 
That which their own fingers have 
made. 
9 People bow down, 
And each man humbles himself; 
Therefore do not forgive them. 


10 [Enter into the rock, and hide in the 
dust, 

From the terror of the LORD 

And the glory of His majesty. 

The lofty looks of man shall be 
mhumbled, 

The haughtiness of men shall be 
bowed down, 

And the LorD alone shall be exalted 
nin that day. 


12 For the day of the LORD of hosts 
Shall come upon everything proud 
and lofty, 
Upon everything lifted up— 
And it shall be brought low— 
Upon all °the cedars of Lebanon that 
are high and lifted up, 
And upon all the oaks of Bashan; 
14 pUpon all the high mountains, 
And upon all the hills that are lifted up; 
15 Upon every high tower, 
And upon every fortified wall; 
16 aUpon all the ships of Tarshish, 
And upon all the beautiful sloops. 
17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed 
down, 
And the haughtiness of men shall be 
brought low; 
The LorD alone will be exalted in that 
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day, 
18 But the idols He shall utterly abolish. 


19 They shall go into the "holes of the 
rocks, 
And into the caves of the earth, 
sFrom the terror of the LORD 
And the glory of His majesty, 
When He arises ‘to shake the earth 
mightily. 


In that day a man will cast away his 
idols of silver 

And his idols of gold, 

Which they made, each for himself to 
worship, 

To the moles and bats, 


2 


s 
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21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, 
And into the crags of the rugged rocks, 
From the terror of the LORD 
And the glory of His majesty, 
When He arises to shake the earth 
mightily. 


22 uSever yourselves from such a man, 
Whose Ybreath is in his nostrils; 
For of what account is he? 


Judgment on Judah and Jerusalem 
3 For behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, 
aTakes away from Jerusalem and from 
Judah 
>The stock and the store, 
The whole supply of bread and the 
whole supply of water; 
2 cThe mighty man and the man of war, 
The judge and the prophet, 
And the diviner and the elder; 
3 The captain of fifty and the honorable 
man, 
The counselor and the skillful artisan, 
And the expert enchanter. 


4 “T will give 4children to be their 
princes, 
And babes shall rule over them. 
5 The people will be oppressed, 
Every one by another and every one 
by his neighbor; 
The child will be insolent toward the 
elder, 
And the base toward the honorable.” 


6 When aman takes hold of his brother 
In the house of his father, saying, 
“You have clothing; 
You be our ruler, 
And let these ruins be under your 
power,”* 
7 In that day he will protest, saying, 
“T cannot cure your ills, 
For in my house is neither food nor 
clothing; 
Do not make me a ruler of the people.” 


8 For eJerusalem stumbled, 
And Judah is fallen, 
Because their tongue and their doings 
Are against the LORD, 
To provoke the eyes of His glory. 


* 3:6 Literally hand 


2:8 full of idols. \dolatry was forbidden in the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 20:4; Deut. 13), and it was a 
flagrant rebellion against the Lord who had rescued 
them from the land of Egypt and redeemed them 
from slavery. It was a seduction to unfaithfulness and 
was to be punished with death. 

2:19 caves of the earth... terror of the Lorp. Men 
will want to hide from the Lord whom they have not 
been willing to obey (Rev. 6:15-17). 

3:4 children... babes. The rulers would be incompe- 
tent and inexperienced. 

3:8 against the Lorp. Prior to entering Canaan, 
Moses had the blessings and the curses of the law of 


God recited to the people, warning of the serious con- 
sequences of unbelief. Unfaithfulness would result in 
captivity, worldwide dispersion, and aimless wan- 
dering among the Gentile nations (Deut. 28). Joshua 
gave the same warning after bringing them into the 
and (Josh. 24). Both warnings went unheeded. From 
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746 @ Isaiah 3:9 
9 The look on their countenance 
witnesses against them, 
And they declare their sin as Sodom; 
They do not hide it. 
Woe to their soul! 
For they have brought evil upon 
themselves. 


10 “Say to the righteous #that it shall be 
well with them, 
hFor they shall eat the fruit of their 
doings. 
11 Woe to the wicked! ‘It shall be ill with 
him, 
For the reward of his hands shall be 
given him. 
12, As for My people, children are their 
oppressors, 
And women rule over them. 
O My people! iThose who lead you 
cause you to err, 
And destroy the way of your 
paths.” 


Oppression and Luxury Condemned 
13. The LORD stands up *to plead, 
And stands to judge the people. 
14 The LORD will enter into judgment 
With the elders of His people 
And His princes: 
“For you have eaten up 'the vineyard; 
The plunder of the poor is in your 
houses. 
15 What do you mean by “crushing My 
people 
And grinding the faces of the poor?” 
Says the Lord Gop of hosts. 


16Moreover the LORD says: 


“Because the daughters of Zion are 

haughty, 

And walk with outstretched necks 

And wanton eyes, 

Walking and mincing as they go, 

Making a jingling with their feet, 

17 Therefore the Lord will strike with "a 

scab 

The crown of the head of the 
daughters of Zion, 

And the LorD will uncover their 
secret parts.” 


18 Jn that day the Lord will take away the 
finery: 
The jingling anklets, the scarves, and 
the ?crescents; 
19 The pendants, the bracelets, and the 
veils; 
20 The headdresses, the leg ornaments, 
and the headbands; 
The perfume boxes, the charms, 
21 and the rings; 
The nose jewels, 
22 the festal apparel, and the mantles; 
The outer garments, the purses, 
23 and the mirrors; 
The fine linen, the turbans, and the 
robes. 


24And so it shall be: 


Instead of a sweet smell there will be 
a stench; 

Instead of a sash, a rope; 

Instead of well-set hair, baldness; 

Instead of a rich robe, a girding of 
sackcloth; 

And branding instead of beauty. 

25 Your men shall fall by the sword, 
And your mighty in the war. 


26 rHer gates shall lament and mourn, 
And she being desolate sshall sit on the 
ground. 


4 And 4jin that day seven women shall 
take hold of one man, saying, 
“We will beat our own food and wear 
our own apparel; 
Only let us be called by your name, 
To take away our reproach.” 


The Renewal of Zion 
2 In that day ¢the Branch of the LORD 
shall be beautiful and glorious; 
And the fruit of the earth shall be 
excellent and appealing 
For those of Israel who have escaped. 


3And it shall come to pass that he who is 
left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem ewill 
be called holy—everyone who is frecord- 
ed among the living in Jerusalem. 4When 
sthe Lord has washed away the filth of the 
daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of 


a historical perspective, it is easy to be appalled at 
the people's heedlessness. They ignored specific and 
direct commands, apparently knowing well that they 
were courting disaster. But, if we as believers examine 
ourselves carefully, we might be appalled at our own 
unfaithfulness in certain areas. God's directives are 
always there for a reason, and unfaithfulness, even in 
little things, causes a rift in our relationship with God. 
3:16 daughters of Zion. The plural “daughters’ 
suggests the women of the city as well as a person- 
ification of Jerusalem. The list of finery (vv. 18-23), 
whether applied figuratively to the city of Jerusalem 
or to specific women, indicated a preoccupation with 
frivolity and wealth. 

4:1 take away our reproach. It was considered a sign 
of inadequacy to have no children. 


" 


4:2 In that day. |saiah is speaking of the future rev- 
elation of the glory of the Lord on earth (2:2-4). the 
Branch of the Lorb. Jesus Christ is the fruitful Branch 
(Jer. 23:5; Zech. 3:8). The reign of Jesus, the King of 
Creation, will be marked by plenty. The earth will 
be released from its curse, producing all that God 
intended it to produce in the beginning. 


3:9 fGen. 13:13 
3:11/[Ps. 11:6] 
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Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of 
judgment and by the spirit of burning, 5then 
the LORD will create above every dwelling 
place of Mount Zion, and above her assem- 
blies, “a cloud and smoke by day and ‘the 
shining of a flaming fire by night. For over 
all the glory there will be a covering. 6And 
there will be a tabernacle for shade in the 
daytime from the heat, jfor a place of ref- 
uge, and for a shelter from storm and rain. 


God's Disappointing Vineyard 
Now let me sing to my Well-beloved 
A song of my Beloved ¢regarding His 
vineyard: 


My Well-beloved has a vineyard 
On a very fruitful hill. 

2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, 
And planted it with the choicest vine. 
He built a tower in its midst, 

And also made a winepress in it; 
bSo He expected it to bring forth good 
grapes, 
But it brought forth wild grapes. 


3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and men of Judah, 
cJudge, please, between Me and My 
vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done to 
My vineyard 
That I have not done in 4it? 
Why then, when I expected it to bring 
forth good grapes, 
Did it bring forth wild grapes? 
5 And now, please let Me tell you what I 
will do to My vineyard: 
e] will take away its hedge, and it shall 
be burned; 
And break down its wall, and it shall 
be trampled down. 
6 J will lay it waste; 
It shall not be pruned or dug, 
But there shall come up briers and 
sthorns. 
I will also command the clouds 
That they rain no rain on it.” 


7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

is the house of Israel, 

And the men of Judah are His pleasant 
plant. 

He looked for justice, but behold, 
oppression; 

For righteousness, but behold, a cry 
for help. 


Isaiah 5:17. @ 747 


Impending Judgment on Excesses 
8 Woe to those who join "house to 
house; 
They add field to field, 
Till there is no place 
Where they may dwell alone in the 
midst of the land! 
9 iIn my hearing the LORD of hosts said, 
“Truly, many houses shall be 
desolate, 
Great and beautiful ones, without 
inhabitant. 
10 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield 
one ‘bath, 
And a homer of seed shall yield one 
ephah.” 


11 kWoe to those who rise early in the 
morning, 
That they may follow intoxicating 
drink; 
Who continue until night, till wine 
inflames them! 
12 [The harp and the strings, 
The tambourine and flute, 
And wine are in their feasts; 
But “they do not regard the work of 
the LORD, 
Nor consider the operation of His 
hands. 


13 nTherefore my people have gone into 
captivity, 
Because they have no °knowledge; 
Their honorable men are famished, 
And their multitude dried up with 
thirst. 

44 Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself 
And opened its mouth beyond measure; 
Their glory and their multitude and 

their pomp, 
And he who is jubilant, shall descend 
into it. 

15 People shall be brought down, 

pEach man shall be humbled, 
And the eyes of the lofty shall be 
humbled. 

16 But the LORD of hosts shall be ¢exalted 

in judgment, 
And God who is holy shall be hallowed 
in righteousness. 

17 Then the lambs shall feed in their 

pasture, 
And in the waste places of 'the fat ones 
strangers shall eat. 


5:4 What more could have been done to My vine- 
yard. This is a rhetorical question. There was nothing 
more that God could or should have done to bring 
forth good fruit from His vineyard. The failure was on 
the part of the people, not God (John 15:1). 

5:6 briers and thorns. Briers and thorns symbolize 
the anarchy that will take over the land after the exile 
(3:4-5). no rain. As God promised in His covenant 
on Mount Sinai, sufficient rainfall would come to the 
people who were faithful to His commands, but the 
rain would be withheld if the people were rebellious 
(Deut. 28:12,23-24). 


5:14 Sheol. This word is used for the grave or the 
place where the body goes after death. Its meaning 
is not precise, but this word is sometimes translated 
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748 @ Isaiah 5:18 
18 Woe to those who draw iniquity with 
cords of vanity, 
And sin as if with a cart rope; 
sThat say, “Let Him make speed and 
hasten His work, 
That we may see it; 
And let the counsel of the Holy One of 
Israel draw near and come, 
That we may know it.” 


_ 
co 


20 Woe to those who call evil good, and 
good evil; 
Who put darkness for light, and light 
for darkness; 
Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter! 


21 Woe to those who are ‘wise in their 
own eyes, 
And prudent in their own sight! 


22 Woe to men mighty at drinking wine, 
Woe to men valiant for mixing 
intoxicating drink, 
23 Who “justify the wicked for a bribe, 
And take away justice from the 
righteous man! 


24 Therefore, Yas the fire devours the 
stubble, 
And the flame consumes the chaff, 
So “their root will be as rottenness, 
And their blossom will ascend like 
dust; 
Because they have rejected the law of 
the LorD of hosts, 
And despised the word of the Holy 
One of Israel. 
25 xTherefore the anger of the LORD is 
aroused against His people; 
He has stretched out His hand against 
them 
And stricken them, 
And the hills trembled. 
Their carcasses were as refuse in the 
midst of the streets. 


2For all this His anger is not turned 
away, 
But His hand is stretched out still. 


6 aHe will lift up a banner to the nations 
from afar, 
And will ’whistle to them from cthe 
end of the earth; 
Surely ¢they shall come with speed, 
swiftly. 
27 No one will be weary or stumble 
among them, 
No one will slumber or sleep; 
Nor ewill the belt on their loins be 
loosed, 
Nor the strap of their sandals be 
broken; 
28 fWhose arrows are sharp, 
And all their bows bent; 
Their horses’ hooves will seem like 
flint, 
And their wheels like a whirlwind. 
9 Their roaring will be like a lion, 
They will roar like young lions; 
Yes, they will roar 
And lay hold of the prey; 
They will carry it away safely, 
And no one will deliver. 
0 In that day they will roar against them 
Like the roaring of the sea. 
And if one £looks to the land, 
Behold, darkness and sorrow; 
And the light is darkened by the 
clouds. 


is 


be 


ow 


Isaiah Called to Be a Prophet 

In the year that “King Uzziah died, I 

bsaw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lifted up, and the train of His robe 
filled the temple. 2Above it stood sera- 
phim; each one had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, ‘with two he covered his 
feet, and with two he flew. 3And one cried 
to another and said: 


“hell” where the context considers the “grave” in a 
negative sense. 

5:18 vanity. A falsehood is a lie. Those who “draw 
iniquity with cords of vanity” are those who are drag- 
ging sin behind them with ropes of lies. Essentially, 
these lies are the various ways people have of justi- 
fying sin. They are not ashamed of their sin, but are 
quite openly attached to it, carrying it wherever they 
go. Of course, the big lie is the lie that sin does not 
matter, that judgment will not come. The truth is that 
the fruits of sin always catch up with us, and, unless 
we make peace with God through Christ, the judg- 
ment for sin will follow. 

6:1 King Uzziah died. King Uzziah died in 740 B.c., 
signaling the end of an age. He is described as a good 
king (2 Chr. 26:1-15), but in his pride he was unfaith- 
ful to God (2 Chr. 26:16-23), and he died a leper. He 
was succeeded by his son Jotham, who did right, and 
then by wicked Ahaz (7:1). The relative prosperity 
of the first half of the eighth century was replaced 
by the Syro-Ephraimite wars and the Assyrian cam- 
paigns into Israel. 

6:3 Holy, holy, holy. To say the word “holy” twice 


in Hebrew is to describe someone as “most holy.” To 
say the word three times intensifies the idea to the 
highest level. The whole earth is full of His glory. 
We know that the glory of God transcends the uni- 
verse, yet this phrase emphasizes God's closeness to 
His creation—His involvement with the earth and its 
people. 

We know that our greatest failing is not realiz- 
ing who God is nor what His character is like. This is 
particularly true in the case of God’s holiness. To be 
holy means “to be set apart.” God is set apart from the 
power, practice, and presence of sin, and is set apart to 
absolute righteousness and goodness. There is no sin 
in God and God can have nothing to do with sin. If we 
are to approach God, we must do so on God's terms. 
We must be made holy by God’s action in Christ. 

Most of our lives are so caught up in the mundane 
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4“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
eThe whole earth is full of His glory!” 


4And the posts of the door were shaken 
by the voice of him who cried out, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 

5So I said: 


“Woe is me, for Iam undone! 
Because I am a man of funclean lips, 
And I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; 
For my eyes have seen the King, 
The LorD of hosts.” 


6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, 
having in his hand a live coal which he had 
taken with the tongs from sthe altar. 7And 
he "touched my mouth with it, and said: 


“Behold, this has touched your lips; 
Your iniquity is taken away, 
And your sin purged.” 


8Also I heard the voice of the Lord, say- 
ing: 
“Whom shall I send, 
And who will go for ‘Us?” 


Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 
9And He said, “Go, and ‘tell this people: 


‘Keep on hearing, but do not 
understand; 
Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 


10 “Make Fthe heart of this people dull, 
And their ears heavy, 
And shut their eyes; 
'Lest they see with their eyes, 
And hear with their ears, 
And understand with their heart, 
And return and be healed.” 


Isaiah 7:4 © 749 


Then I said, “Lord, how long?” 
And He answered: 


m“Until the cities are laid waste and 
without inhabitant, 
The houses are without a man, 
The land is utterly desolate, 
12 nThe LORD has removed men far 
away, 
And the forsaken places are many in 
the midst of the land. 
13 But yet a tenth will be in it, 
And will return and be for consuming, 
As a terebinth tree or as an oak, 
Whose stump remains when it is cut 
down. 
So °the holy seed shall be its stump.” 


Isaiah Sent to King Ahaz 

Now it came to pass in the days of ¢Ahaz 

the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, 
king of Judah, that Rezin king of Syria and 
Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, 
went up to Jerusalem to make war against 
bit, but could not prevail against it. 2And 
it was told to the house of David, saying, 
“Syria’s forces are deployed in Ephraim.” 
So his heart and the heart of his people 
were moved as the trees of the woods are 
moved with the wind. 

3Then the LorRD said to Isaiah, “Go out 
now to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-Jashub* 
your son, at the end of the aqueduct from 
the upper pool, on the highway to the Full- 
er’s Field, 4and say to him: “Take heed, and 
be quiet; do not fear or be fainthearted for 
these two stubs of smoking firebrands, for 


*7:3 Literally A Remnant Shall Return 


that we don’t understand and experience God's 
holiness as we should. There is little appreciation or 
understanding of the sacred “otherness” of God. We 
have too often reduced Him to only friend and advi- 
sor. We do soat our own peril; for it is that sacred “oth- 
erness” that brings us to our knees. That is where the 
relationship needs to begin. Isaiah received God's call 
in that position. He recognized God's holiness and his 
own uncleanness and the need for God to purify him 
before he would be fit to serve as a prophet. 

The experience of coming to understand God’s 
holiness is simultaneously humbling, challenging, 
and exhilarating. We touch the fullness of our poten- 
tial as we are touched and purified by God in Christ's 
sacrifice for us. 

6:6 live coal... from the altar. Brought face to face 
with the holiness of the Lord, Isaiah was stunned by 
his own uncleanness. Without taking any action on 
his own, Isaiah was offered forgiveness and cleansing. 
This was a unique event, especially for Isaiah, but not 
the last time that the Lord reached out to man to offer 
forgiveness and cleansing. Salvation through Christ is 
a gift, not received through works (Eph. 2:8-9). 

6:10 heart... dull. Isaiah's call was to a very discour- 
aging ministry. People with “fat” hearts were insen- 
sitive. They were “padded” with self-satisfaction so 
they could not feel the prick of the Lord’s words. The 
more Isaiah proclaimed the Word of God, the less 


response he received from the people. In truth, the 
call of God was for faithfulness to God, to His word, 
and to the call itself. 

6:13 tenth. A “tenth” is one of Isaiah's expressions for 
the “remnant.” 

7:1 it came to pass. The next five chapters contain 
a series of prophecies related specifically to the 
Syro-Ephraimite wars—the invasion of Judah by 
Rezin and Pekah (2 Kin. 16). These prophecies aimed 
to call Judah back to faith in God. 

7:2 house of David. The king was descended from 
David and was referred to as “from the house of 
David." Ephraim. The word Ephraim represents the 
northern kingdom of Israel. 

7:3 Shear-Jashub. The name of Isaiah's son meant 
“a remnant will return.” This name referred to a com- 
ing exile and the salvation of the remaining faithful, 
although all of those events occurred long after Isa- 
iah’s lifetime. 

7:4 son of Remaliah. The son of Remaliah is Pekah, 
king of Israel. 
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750 @ Isaiah 7:5 

the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria, and the 
son of Remaliah. 5Because Syria, Ephraim, 
and the son of Remaliah have plotted evil 
against you, saying, “Let us go up against 
Judah and trouble it, and let us make a 
gap in its wall for ourselves, and set a king 
over them, the son of Tabel”—7thus says 
the Lord Gop: 


4“Tt shall not stand, 
Nor shall it come to pass. 

8 eFor the head of Syria is Damascus, 
And the head of Damascus is Rezin. 
Within sixty-five years Ephraim will 

be broken, 
So that it will not be a people. 

9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 
And the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s 

son. 
fIf you will not believe, 
Surely you shall not be established.”’” 


The Immanuel Prophecy 

10Moreover the LORD spoke again to 
Ahaz, saying, "s“Ask a sign for yourself 
from the LORD your God; ask it either in 
the depth or in the height above.” 

12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor will 
I test the LORD!” 

183Then he said, “Hear now, O house of 
David! Is it a small thing for you to wea- 
ry men, but will you weary my God also? 
4Therefore the Lord Himself will give you 
a sign: "Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear ‘a Son, and shall call His name 
iImmanuel.* 15Curds and honey He shall 
eat, that He may know to refuse the evil 
and choose the good. !6kFor before the 
Child shall know to refuse the evil and 
choose the good, the land that you dread 
will be forsaken by ‘both her kings. !7™The 
LORD will bring the king of Assyria upon 
you and your people and your father’s 
house—days that have not come since the 
day that "Ephraim departed from Judah.” 


18 And it shall come to pass in that day 
That the LORD owill whistle for 
the fly 
That is in the farthest part of the rivers 
of Egypt, 
And for the bee that is in the land of 
Assyria. 
19 They will come, and all of them will 
rest 
In the desolate valleys and in ?the 
clefts of the rocks, 
And on all thorns and in all pastures. 


20 In the same day the Lord will shave 
with a cthired "razor, 
With those from beyond the River,* 
with the king of Assyria, 
The head and the hair of the legs, 
And will also remove the beard. 


21 Jt shall be in that day 
That a man will keep alive a young 
cow and two sheep; 
22 So it shall be, from the abundance of 
milk they give, 
That he will eat curds; 
For curds and honey everyone will eat 
who is left in the land. 


23 Tt shall happen in that day, 
That wherever there could be a 
thousand vines 
Worth a thousand shekels of silver, 
sIt will be for briers and thorns. 
24 With arrows and bows men will come 
there, 
Because all the land will become 
briers and thorns. 


25 And to any hill which could be dug 
with the hoe, 
You will not go there for fear of briers 
and thorns; 
But it will become a range for oxen 
And a place for sheep to roam. 


*7:14 Literally God-With-Us 
Euphrates 


* 7:20 That is, the 


7:6 son of Tabel. Tabel means “good for nothing.” 
Syria and Israel wanted to place an incompetent pup- 
pet king over Judah. 

7:12 not ask, nor will I test. In the mouth of the 
wicked Ahaz, these words rang hollow. Ahaz was 
continually testing the Lord’s patience by his disobe- 
dience. 

7:14 Immanuel. The Christian church traditionally 
has seen this verse as a prophecy of the Christ child, 
in whose incarnation God became present in physical 
form with mankind. The name “Immanuel” means 
“God with us.” Christ, as a descendant of the house 
of David, fulfills the requirements of the sign and 
reinforces Isaiah’s message that the nation’s destiny 
does not rest with a foreign people, but with the God 
of Sinai. 

7:15 Curds and honey. Curds and honey contrast 
with “bread and wine” from cultivated lands and 
symbolically represent the Judean’s simple diet after 
the Assyrian invasion. Thus, the Child, similar to Isa- 
iah’s son Shear-Jashub (v. 3), would be identified with 
the remnant. 


7:16 For before. Similar prophecies were spoken of 
the child's birth and Isaiah’s other son, Maher-Shalal- 
Hash-Baz (8:3). Israel and Syria would be destroyed 
before the child and Isaiah’s son would reach matu- 
rity (see 8:4, where Syria is referred to as Damascus 
and Israel as Samaria). It is not uncommon for bibli- 
cal prophecies to have one level of fulfillment in the 
immediate future and a final fulfillment many years 
later in the person and work of the Savior, Jesus. Thus, 
the birth of Isaiah's son could have been a sign to King 
Ahaz. However, this would have been an early fulfill- 
ment, not the ultimate fulfillment. It was the coming 
of Jesus, God's only Son, which was the complete 
fulfillment. 

7:20 shave... beard. This was a symbol of humil- 
iation. 
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Assyria Will Invade the Land 
Moreover the LORD said to me, “Take 
a large scroll, and «write on it with a 
man’s pen concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash- 
Baz.* 2And I will take for Myself faithful 
witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and 
Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.” 
3Then I went to the prophetess, and she 
conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD 
said to me, “Call his name Maher-Shalal- 
Hash-Baz; 4¢for before the child shall have 
knowledge to cry ‘My father’ and ‘My 
mother,’ ¢the riches of Damascus and the 
spoil of Samaria will be taken away before 
the king of Assyria.” 
5The LORD also spoke to me again, Say- 
ing: 
6 “Inasmuch as these people refused 
The waters of eShiloah that flow softly, 
And rejoice fin Rezin and in 
Remaliah’s son; 
7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord brings 
up over them 
The waters of the River,* strong and 
mighty— 
The king of Assyria and all his glory; 
He will go up over all his channels 
And go over all his banks. 
8 He will pass through Judah, 
He will overflow and pass over, 
#He will reach up to the neck; 
And the stretching out of his 
wings 
Will fill the breadth of Your land, 
O *"Immanuel.* 


9 “Bei shattered, O you peoples, and be 
broken in pieces! 
Give ear, all you from far countries. 
Gird yourselves, but be broken in 
pieces; 
Gird yourselves, but be broken in 
pieces. 
10 iTake counsel together, but it will come 
to nothing; 
Speak the word, &but it will not stand, 
'For God is with us.”* 


Isaiah 8:20 @ 


Fear God, Heed His Word 

lFor the LORD spoke thus to me with 
a strong hand, and instructed me that I 
should not walk in the way of this people, 
saying: 


12 “T)o not say, ‘A conspiracy,’ 
Concerning all that this people calla 
conspiracy, 
Nor be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled. 
13. The LORD of hosts, Him you shall 
hallow; 
Let Him be your fear, 
And let Him be your dread. 
14mHe will be as a sanctuary, 
But "a stone of stumbling and a rock 
of offense 
To both the houses of Israel, 
As atrap and a snare to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
15 And many among them shall °stumble; 
They shall fall and be broken, 
Be snared and taken.” 


751 


16 Bind up the testimony, 
Seal the law among my disciples. 
17 And I will wait on the LORD, 
Who Phides His face from the house 
of Jacob; 
And I ¢will hope in Him. 
18 rHere am I and the children whom the 
LORD has given me! 
We sare for signs and wonders in Israel 
From the LorD of hosts, 
Who dwells in Mount Zion. 


19And when they say to you, “Seek those 
who are mediums and wizards, “who whis- 
per and mutter,” should not a people seek 
their God? Should they vseek the dead on 
behalf of the living? 20wTo the law and to 
the testimony! If they do not speak accord- 
ing to this word, it is because there is no 
light in them. 


* 8:1 Literally Speed the Spoil, Hasten the Booty 
*8:7 That is, the Euphrates *8:8 Literally God- 
With-Us *8:10 Hebrew Immanuel 


8:2 Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah. This was not 
the Zechariah who wrote the Book of Zechariah. 

8:3 the prophetess. |saiah’s wife was a prophetess in 
her own right. It is possible that this was a new wife, 
following the death of the mother of Shear-Jashub 
(7:3). Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. The child’s name 
means “speed the spoil, hasten the booty.” 

8:4 spoil of Samaria... king of Assyria. This was a 
specific prediction of the fall of Samaria to the Assyr- 
ians in 722 B.c. This prophecy must have been writ- 
ten shortly before that time, as the fulfillment would 
come before the new child would be able to speak. 
8:8 O Immanuel. \saiah bestowed on Judah the 
name of the promised Child, Immanuel, which means 
“God with us” (7:14), because it would be preserved 
only because God was with that nation. 

8:14 a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense. 
God is a stone of stumbling for unbelievers (Ps. 
118:22; Luke 20:17-18; Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:6-8). 

8:16 testimony ... law. The testimony refers to a 


legal transaction. The law refers to God's instruction 
revealed through Isaiah. Isaiah's disciples put his 
prophecies in the form of a legal transaction, prob- 
ably to prove their authenticity when they were ful- 
filled (see vv. 1-2; compare Jer. 28:9; 32:12-14). 

8:18 children. \saiah’s name means “Jehovah has 
saved,” and his two sons’ names speak of the impend- 
ing judgment of God (7:3; 8:3). They were symbols of 
God's intentions for the nation. 

8:19 Seek those who are mediums and wizards. 
This indicates that the people were involved in nec- 
romancy, the practice of conjuring up the spirits of 
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752 @ Isaiah 8:21 

21They will pass through it hard-pressed 
and hungry; and it shall happen, when they 
are hungry, that they will be enraged and 
ycurse their king and their God, and look 
upward. 22Then they will look to the earth, 
and see trouble and darkness, gloom of an- 
guish; and they will be driven into darkness. 


The Government of the Promised 


Son 
Nevertheless ¢the gloom will not be 
upon her who is distressed, 
As when at first He lightly esteemed 
The land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, 
And cafterward more heavily 
oppressed her, 
By the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, 
In Galilee of the Gentiles. 
2 dThe people who walked in darkness 
Have seen a great light; 
Those who dwelt in the land of the 
shadow of death, 
Upon them a light has shined. 


3 You have multiplied the nation 
And increased its joy;* 
They rejoice before You 
According to the joy of harvest, 
As men rejoice ¢when they divide the 
spoil. 


4 For You have broken the yoke of his 
burden 
And the staff of his shoulder, 
The rod of his oppressor, 
As in the day of fMidian. 
5 For every warrior’s sandal from the 
noisy battle, 
And garments rolled in blood, 
Will be used for burning and fuel of 
fire. 


6 hFor unto us a Child is born, 
Unto us a ‘Son is given; 
And ithe government will be upon His 
shoulder. 
And His name will be called 
kWonderful, Counselor, ‘Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, ™Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and 
peace 
"There will be no end, 
Upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, 
To order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice 
From that time forward, even forever. 
The °zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
perform this. 


*9:3 Following Qere and Targum; Kethib and Vul- 
gate read not increased joy; Septuagint reads Most 
of the people You brought down in Your joy. 


the dead in order to influence events. This practice, 
as well as the use of any mediums or spiritists, was 
strictly forbidden (Deut. 18:9-14). 

9:1 lightly esteemed. The ancient tribal allotments 
of Zebulun and Naphtali (Josh. 19:10-16,32-39), 
which included Galilee, were the first to feel the brunt 
of the Assyrian invasions (2 Kin. 15:29). the way of the 
sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the Gentiles. 
These three phrases indicate administrative districts 
of the Assyrian conqueror Tiglath-Pileser Ill as a result 
of the three campaigns he waged in the west around 
733 B.C. The city of Capernaum is “by the way of the 
sea,” (Galilee) in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 
This is where Jesus began His ministry, in fulfillment 
of the prophecy of Isaiah 9:1—2 (Matt. 4:15-16). 

9:2 Have seen a great light. The light stands for 
God's blessings, presence, and revelation, fulfilled in 
Jesus who came in the flesh (Matt. 4:15-16). The com- 
ing of Jesus revealed the mercy and grace of God in 
the same way that the rising sun reveals the nature 
of the land it shines upon. All history is labeled from 
that definitive moment: before the Light, or after the 
Light John 1:9). 

9:6-7 a Child. In this triumphant song Isaiah rejoices 
as though the promised Child of the house of David 
has already been born. The Child’s birthright involves 
authority and rule, while His character is depicted 
with descriptive names. As “Wonderful” and “Coun- 
selor,” He represents the sum of wisdom and knowl- 
edge, and His divinity is established clearly by the 
title “Mighty God.” The Fatherhood of the Messiah is 
eternal, which again demonstrates His identity with 
God (John 10:30). Finally, as the “Prince of Peace” 
He brings peace into the world by His atoning death 
on the cross, paying the price of human sin and 


reconciling us to God. The line of David will be the 
human line for the source of these blessings (2 Sam. 
7:8-16; Luke 1:32-33), and the divine nature of the 
Messiah will guarantee their permanence. 

9:7 The Son of God—In Luke 24:25-27 Jesus goes to 
great lengths to help two of His disciples understand 
what the Jewish Scriptures (the Old Testament) said 
about Him. Throughout the Old Testament there are 
numerous passages that point towards Jesus Christ 
in several ways. This prophecy in Isaiah is one of the 
most important of these passages. Here He is spoken 
of as ason before He became a man (see also Gal. 4:4). 
Micah prophesies His birth, but also states that His 
“goings forth are from of old, from everlasting” (Mic. 
5:2). John says that He existed “in the beginning” 
before anything was created John 1:1-3). 

Even before He was born of Mary, He appeared 
to men in the Old Testament as the “Angel of the 
Lorb.” It is clear that this is no ordinary angel because 
He is identified as God (Ex. 3:2). He pardons sin (Ex. 
23:20-21), and He is worshiped (Josh. 5:13-15). While 
these passages do not say that this member of the 
Godhead was the preincarnate Christ, we may con- 
clude that they are the same person since their work 
is the same. 

While Christ occasionally appeared to men in the 
Old Testament, He took on a physical, human body 
when He was conceived in Mary’s womb. This incom- 
parable event of God's becoming man in Jesus Christ 
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The Punishment of Samaria 
8 The Lord sent a word against PJacob, 
And it has fallen on Israel. 
9 All the people will know— 
Ephraim and the inhabitant of 
Samaria— 
Who say in pride and arrogance of 
heart: 
10 “The bricks have fallen down, 
But we will rebuild with hewn 
stones; 
The sycamores are cut down, 
But we will replace them with cedars.” 
11 Therefore the LORD shall set up 
The adversaries of Rezin against him, 
And spur his enemies on, 
12 The Syrians before and the Philistines 
behind; 
And they shall devour Israel with an 
open mouth. 


For all this His anger is not turned 
away, 
But His hand is stretched out still. 


13 For the people do not turn to Him who 
strikes them, 
Nor do they seek the LORD of hosts. 
4 Therefore the LORD will cut off head 
and tail from Israel, 
Palm branch and bulrush 4in one day. 
15 The elder and honorable, he is the head; 
The prophet who teaches lies, he is 
the tail. 
16 For ‘the leaders of this people cause 
them to err, 
And those who are led by them are 
destroyed. 
17 Therefore the Lord swill have no joy in 
their young men, 
Nor have mercy on their fatherless and 
widows; 
For everyone is a hypocrite and an 
evildoer, 
And every mouth speaks folly. 
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‘For all this His anger is not turned 
away, 
But His hand is stretched out still. 


18 For wickedness “burns as the fire; 
It shall devour the briers and thorns, 
And kindle in the thickets of the 
forest; 
They shall mount up like rising smoke. 
19 Through the wrath of the LORD of 
hosts 
vThe land is burned up, 
And the people shall be as fuel for the 
fire; 
wNo man shall spare his brother. 
20. And he shall snatch on the right 
hand 
And be hungry; 
He shall devour on the left hand 
xAnd not be satisfied; 
yEvery man shall eat the flesh of his 
own arm. 
21 Manasseh shall devour Ephraim, and 
Ephraim Manasseh; 
Together they shall be zagainst Judah. 


4For all this His anger is not turned 
away, 
But His hand is stretched out still. 


1 0 “Woe to those who “decree 
unrighteous decrees, 
Who write misfortune, 
Which they have prescribed 
2 To rob the needy of justice, 
And to take what is right from the 
poor of My people, 
That widows may be their prey, 
And that they may rob the fatherless. 
3 bWhat will you do in cthe day of 
punishment, 
And in the desolation which will come 
from afar? 
To whom will you flee for help? 
And where will you leave your 
glory? 


is called the incarnation. This miracle was prophesied 
hundreds of years previously (7:14) and was fulfilled 
historically when Christ was born (Luke 2:7). Thus 
Christ, the sinless God-man, was qualified to become 
our Redeemer (2 Cor. 5:21). 

As a man, Christ experienced normal physical, 
mental, social, and spiritual growth as others did 
(Luke 2:52). He had pain, hunger, thirst, fatigue, 
temptation, pleasure, rest, and even lack of knowl- 
edge (Mark 13:32). Because of His complete humanity 
He can be sympathetic and compassionate toward us 
(Heb. 4:15). 

While Christ was fully man He was also fully God, 
as these facts indicate: He is called God Vohn 1:1; 
Heb. 1:8); He did works that only God could do, such 
as forgive sins (Mark 2:7) and create (Col. 1:16); He had 
attributes that only God could have, such as truth 
(ohn 14:6) and omniscience John 2:24—25); and He 
claimed equality with God (John 10:30). 

The question may be raised as to whether Christ 
lost anything of deity when He became a man (Phil. 
2:6-8). While there is an inscrutable mystery involved 
in this unparalleled act of condescension, one can be 


certain that He lost none of God's attributes, because 
He was still God John 20:28). He is fully God and fully 
man united in one person forever. Even now, at the 
right hand of God, He is the God-man (1 Tim. 2:5). The 
great condescension of the Son of God in becoming 
aman serves eternally as a perfect model of humility 
and self-giving love (Phil. 2:8). 

9:8 word against Jacob. The message was a judg- 
ment against the northern kingdom. The Lord would 
destroy it and its capital, Samaria. 

10:1 Woe. Woe is a chilling word when spoken by 
God (5:8-23; 10:5). The leaders who make laws that 
affect a community for good or evil bear a fearful 
responsibility before God, whether they acknowl- 
edge it or not. 

10:3 from afar. The Assyrians were the devastation 
that came from afar. 
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754 Isaiah 10:4 
4 Without Me they shall bow down 
among the eprisoners, 
And they shall fall among the slain.” 


fFor all this His anger is not turned 
away, 
But His hand is stretched out still. 


Arrogant Assyria Also Judged 
5 “Woe to Assyria, ¢the rod of My anger 
And the staff in whose hand is My 
indignation. 
6 Jwill send him against "an ungodly 
nation, 
And against the people of My wrath 
I will ‘give him charge, 
To seize the spoil, to take the prey, 
And to tread them down like the mire 
of the streets. 
7 i¥Yet he does not mean so, 
Nor does his heart think so; 
But it is in his heart to destroy, 
And cut off not a few nations. 
8 kFor he says, 
‘Are not my princes altogether kings? 
9 Is not 'Calno ™like Carchemish? 
Is not Hamath like Arpad? 
Is not Samaria "like Damascus? 
10 As my hand has found the kingdoms 
of the idols, 
Whose carved images excelled those 
of Jerusalem and Samaria, 
As I have done to Samaria and her 
idols, 
Shall I not do also to Jerusalem and 
her idols?’” 


12Therefore it shall come to pass, when 
the Lord has performed all His work °on 
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will 
say, “I will punish the fruit of the arrogant 
heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory 
of his haughty looks.” 

13aFor he says: 


“By the strength of my hand I have 
done it, 
And by my wisdom, for lam 
prudent; 
Also I have removed the boundaries of 
the people, 
And have robbed their treasuries; 


1 


= 


So I have put down the inhabitants 

like a valiant man. 
'My hand has found like a nest the 

riches of the people, 

And as one gathers eggs that are left, 

Ihave gathered all the earth; 

And there was no one who moved his 
wing, 

Nor opened his mouth with even a peep.” 


15 Shall sthe ax boast itself against him 

who chops with it? 

Or shall the saw exalt itself against 
him who saws with it? 

As if a rod could wield itself against 
those who lift it up, 

Or as if a staff could lift up, as if it 
were not wood! 

16 Therefore the Lord, the Lord* of hosts, 
Will send leanness among his fat ones; 
And under his glory 
He will kindle a burning 
Like the burning of a fire. 

17 So the Light of Israel will be for a fire, 
And his Holy One for a flame; 

It will burn and devour 
His thorns and his briers in one day. 
18 And it will consume the glory of his 
forest and of vhis fruitful field, 
Both soul and body; 
And they will be as when a sick man 
wastes away. 

19 Then the rest of the trees of his forest 
Will be so few in number 
That a child may write them. 


= 
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The Returning Remnant of Israel 
20 And it shall come to pass in that day 
That the remnant of Israel, 
And such as have escaped of the house 
of Jacob, 
VWill never again depend on him who 
defeated them, 
But will depend on the LORD, the Holy 
One of Israel, in truth. 
21. The remnant will return, the remnant 
of Jacob, 
To the Mighty God. 


* 10:16 Following Bomberg; Masoretic Text and 
Dead Sea Scrolls read YHWH (the LorD). 


10:5 Assyria. Though God uses sinners as instru- 
ments of His will (7:17; 13:5), they will still be held 
accountable for their own wickedness. In this, God 
shows that He is just in all His ways (Hab. 1-3). 

10:6 an ungodly nation. The ungodly nation is 
Judah (vv. 11-12). 

10:9 Calno... Damascus. This is a list of cities that 
had already fallen to Assyria. 

10:10 idols . . . images. The Assyrians had con- 
quered the nations who had false gods. Surely, they 
believed, they would also have an easy time against 
“Jerusalem and her idols.” Only the living God was 
to be worshiped by the Israelites, but they had 
repeatedly broken that command (Ex. 20:4-6; Judg. 
2:19). 

10:15 Shall the ax boast. The ax that boasted was 


the Assyrian army. They were an instrument in the 
hands of God. 

10:16 his fat ones. The fat warriors who come under 
judgment are the Assyrians. 

10:20 remnant. The Hebrew word used here for 
“remnant” is different than the word used in 1:9. The 
difference may be considered slight; it is the differ- 
ence between those who were left, or remained 
(10:20,22), and those who survived (1:9). 
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22 xFor though your people, O Israel, be as 
the sand of the sea, 
vA remnant of them will return; 
The destruction decreed shall 
overflow with righteousness. 
23 zFor the Lord GOD of hosts 
Will make a determined end 
In the midst of all the land. 


24Therefore thus says the Lord GoD of 
hosts: “O My people, who dwell in Zion, 
ado not be afraid of the Assyrian. He shall 
strike you with a rod and lift up his staff 
against you, in the manner of Egypt. 25For 
yet a very little while cand the indignation 
will cease, as will My anger in their de- 
struction.” 26And the LorD of hosts will 
stir up 4a scourge for him like the slaughter 
of ¢Midian at the rock of Oreb; fas His rod 
was on the sea, so will He lift it up in the 
manner of Egypt. 


27 Tt shall come to pass in that day 
That his burden will be taken away 
from your shoulder, 
And his yoke from your neck, 
And the yoke will be destroyed 
because of £the anointing oil. 


28 He has come to Aiath, 
He has passed Migron; 
At Michmash he has attended to his 
equipment. 
29. They have gone along "the ridge, 
They have taken up lodging at Geba. 
Ramah is afraid, 
iGibeah of Saul has fled. 
Lift up your voice, 
O daughter of Gallim! 
Cause it to be heard as far as RKLaish— 
O poor Anathoth!* 
'Madmenah has fled, 
The inhabitants of Gebim seek refuge. 
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32 As yet he will remain “at Nob that 
day; 
He will "shake his fist at the mount of 
othe daughter of Zion, 
The hill of Jerusalem. 


33 Behold, the Lord, 
The LorD of hosts, 
Will lop off the bough with terror; 
PThose of high stature will be hewn 
down, 
And the haughty will be humbled. 
34 He will cut down the thickets of the 
forest with iron, 
And Lebanon will fall by the Mighty 
One. 


The Reign of Jesse's Offspring 
1 There ¢shall come forth a Rod from 
the stem of »Jesse, 
And ¢a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 
2 dThe Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
Him, 
The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, 
The Spirit of counsel and might, 
The Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the LORD. 


3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, 
And He shall not judge by the sight of 
His eyes, 
Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 
4 But ewith righteousness He shall judge 
the poor, 
And decide with equity for the meek of 
the earth; 


* 10:30 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read Listen to her, 
O Anathoth. 


10:22 A remnant. Most of the people of the north- 
ern kingdom were carried off into captivity. But some 
Israelites made their way to Judah and became part 
of the southern kingdom. These people and their 
descendants would act as a remnant by preserving 
the names of the northern tribes among the people 
of God. 

10:28-32 Aiath ... Jerusalem. These verses depict 
Isaiah's vision of the king of Assyria’s relentless march 
south over difficult terrain from Aiath (or Ai), which 
was ten miles north of Jerusalem on a point over- 
looking the city. The cities as listed in these verses are 
closer and closer to the capital at Jerusalem. 

10:32 he. “He” refers to Assyria, the enemy. 
10:33-34 bough... thickets. The bough and the 
thickets are the Assyrian leaders and the Assyrian 
army. The point is that God will bring judgment on 
the instruments He used to judge Israel. 

11:1 a Rod from the stem of Jesse. Jesse was King 
David's father (1 Sam. 16:10-13). As David inaugu- 
rated a kingdom of righteousness and peace, the 
new David—the “rod” or “root” (53:2) from David’s 
line—will establish an incomparably greater king- 
dom. The words “rod” and “root” are messianic terms. 
They are figurative words for the great descendant 
of the household of David, the Seed of the woman 


promised in Genesis 3:15, Jesus Christ Himself (Matt. 
1:17). 

11:2 Spirit. As in the case of David (1 Sam. 16:13), the 
Messiah would be empowered by the Holy Spirit (4:4; 
42:1; 48:16; 59:21; 61:1; Luke 3:22), who was the Agent 
for establishing God’s kingdom (Gen. 1:1-2; Judg. 
3:10; 6:34; 1 Sam. 10:6). wisdom and understanding. 
The Messiah will be the ideal king. He will embody 
the administrative skill to govern with righteousness 
and justice far more than even Solomon (1 Kin. 3:9), 
who asked for those gifts when he became king. 
counsel. The Holy Spirit's “counsel” is not advice, but 
authoritative plans and decisions. fear of the Lorp. 
The Messiah would demonstrate in all His life the cor- 
rect response to God; He would honor and obey Him 
(Ex. 20:20). 

11:4 judge. In this context, judge does not mean to 
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756 @ Isaiah 11:5 
He shall fstrike the earth with the rod 
of His mouth, 
And with the breath of His lips He 
shall slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His 
loins, 
And faithfulness the belt of His 
waist. 


6 “Thes wolf also shall dwell with the 
lamb, 
The leopard shall lie down with the 
young goat, 
The calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; 
And a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall 
graze; 
Their young ones shall lie down 
together; 
And the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play by the 
cobra’s hole, 
And the weaned child shall put his 
hand in the viper’s den. 
9 hThey shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain, 
For ‘the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD 
As the waters cover the sea. 


10 “Andi in that day "there shall be a Root 
of Jesse, 
Who shall stand as a 'banner to the 
people; 
For the "Gentiles shall seek Him, 
And His resting place shall be 
glorious.” 


ll Jt shall come to pass in that day 

That the Lord shall set His hand again 
the second time 

To recover the remnant of His people 
who are left, 

nFrom Assyria and Egypt, 

From Pathros and Cush, 

From Elam and Shinar, 

From Hamath and the islands of the 
sea. 


12 He will set up a banner for the nations, 
And will assemble the outcasts of 
Israel, 
And gather together °the dispersed of 
Judah 
From the four corners of the earth. 
13 AlsoPthe envy of Ephraim shall depart, 
And the adversaries of Judah shall be 
cut off; 
Ephraim shall not envy Judah, 
And Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 
14 But they shall fly down upon the 
shoulder of the Philistines toward 
the west; 
Together they shall plunder the people 
of the East; 
aThey shall lay their hand on Edom and 
Moab; 
And the people of Ammon shall obey 
them. 
15 The LORD "will utterly destroy* the 
tongue of the Sea of Egypt; 
With His mighty wind He will shake 
His fist over the River,* 
And strike it in the seven streams, 
And make men cross over dry-shod. 
16 sThere will be a highway for the 
remnant of His people 
Who will be left from Assyria, 
tAs it was for Israel 
In the day that he came up from the 
land of Egypt. 


A Hymn of Praise 
1 2 And 4in that day you will say: 


“O LORD, I will praise You; 
Though You were angry with me, 
Your anger is turned away, and You 
comfort me. 
2 Behold, God is my salvation, 
I will trust and not be afraid; 
b‘For YAH, the LORD, is my strength 
and song; 
He also has become my salvation.’”* 


* 11:15 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Targum read dry up. ¢ That 
is,the Euphrates * 12:2 Exodus 15:2 


bring people to account, but to act on their behalf. As 
the Judge of His people, God sentences the wicked 
and offers protection and defense for the innocent 
and oppressed. rod of His mouth... breath of His 
lips. This concept is repeated in Revelation 19:15, 
when the Lord Jesus returns with power and great 
glory. 

11:6-9 wolf also shall dwell with the lamb... shall 
not hurt nor destroy. This picture of cruel beasts 
regenerated with a new nature that makes them pro- 
tect their natural prey portrays a reign of peace and 
security. This can only be realized in the return of the 
Messiah to establish the kingdom of God (65:17-25; 
Rev. 21:1-8). 

11:10 the Gentiles. The revelation of the Messiah is 
for people of all nations. 

11:11 the second time. The “second time” may refer 
to the remnant coming back to the land in 538 B.c., in 


contrast to the first exodus from Egypt. Beyond that, 
it could also refer to the remnant’s coming to Christ in 
the present age (Rom. 11:5) or to its future return to 
Christ (Rom. 11:11-27; Rev. 7:4-8). 

12:1 in that day. The day refers to the day that the 
Lord rescues His people, whether it was the return 
of the remnant or the future return of Christ as por- 
trayed in the Book of Revelation. 

12:2 my strength and song. This psalm of redemp- 
tion is based on the first psalm of redemption in Exo- 
dus (Ex. 15:2; Ps. 118:14). 


11:69Hos. 2:18 11:9 Job 5:23 
11:10/ Is. 2:11 ‘Rom. 15:12 Is. 27:12, 13 


11:4 Job 4:9 
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12:2 © Ps. 83:18 CEx. 15:2 


3 Therefore with joy you will draw 4water 
From the wells of salvation. 


4And in that day you will say: 


e“Praise the LORD, call upon His name; 
fDeclare His deeds among the peoples, 
Make mention that His name is 
exalted. 
5 hSing to the LORD, 
For He has done excellent things; 
This is known in all the earth. 
6 iCry out and shout, O inhabitant of 
Zion, 
For great is ithe Holy One of Israel in 
your midst!” 


Proclamation Against Babylon 


1 3 The “burden against Babylon which 
Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. 


2 “Lift> up a banner on the high 
mountain, 
Raise your voice to them; 
dWave your hand, that they may enter 
the gates of the nobles. 
3 [have commanded My sanctified ones; 
Ihave also called e¢My mighty ones for 
My anger— 
Those who frejoice in My exaltation.” 


4 The £noise of a multitude in the 
mountains, 
Like that of many people! 
A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of 
nations gathered together! 
The LorD of hosts musters 
The army for battle. 
5 They come from a far country, 
From the end of heaven— 
The "LORD and His weapons of 
indignation, 
To destroy the whole ‘land. 


6 Wail, ifor the day of the LORD is at hand! 
kIt will come as destruction from the 
Almighty. 
7 Therefore all hands will be limp, 
Every man’s heart will melt, 
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8 And they will be afraid. 
'Pangs and sorrows will take hold of 
them; 
They will be in pain as a woman in 
childbirth; 
They will be amazed at one another; 
Their faces will be like flames. 


9 Behold, ™the day of the LORD comes, 

Cruel, with both wrath and fierce 
anger, 

To lay the land desolate; 

And He will destroy “its sinners from it. 

For the stars of heaven and their 
constellations 

Will not give their light; 

The sun will be “darkened in its going 
forth, 

And the moon will not cause its light 
to shine. 


_ 
So 


1 


= 


“I will punish the world for its evil, 
And the wicked for their iniquity; 
a] will halt the arrogance of the proud, 
And will lay low the haughtiness of 
the terrible. 
I will make a mortal more rare than 
fine gold, 
Aman more than the golden wedge of 
Ophir. 
‘Therefore I will shake the heavens, 
And the earth will move out of her 
place, 
In the wrath of the LORD of hosts 
And in sthe day of His fierce anger. 
It shall be as the hunted gazelle, 
And as a sheep that no man takes up; 
tEvery man will turn to his own people, 
And everyone will flee to his own 
land. 
Everyone who is found will be thrust 
through, 
And everyone who is captured will fall 
by the sword. 
Their children also will be “dashed to 
pieces before their eyes; 
Their houses will be plundered 
And their wives Yravished. 


1 


i 


1 


oe 


1 


> 


I 


a 
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12:3 wells of salvation. |n an arid land, the provision 
of wells and springs was regarded as a divine gift. 
Hebrew poets often associate water with salvation 
(Ex. 17:1-7). 

13:1 burden... which Isaiah... saw. The Book of 
Isaiah takes a major turn at chapter 13, which contin- 
ues through chapter 27. The focus in this extended 
section is first on the Lord’s judgments against the 
nations, through chapter 23, followed by an end-time 
prophecy in chapters 24-27. Babylon. Babylon was 
the crown jewel of the Assyrian Empire. This burden 
may refer to its destruction around 689 B.c. when 
Sennacherib quelled a rebellion there. Yet the Lord's 
overthrow of Babylon, the “glory of kingdoms” (v. 19), 
symbolizes His triumph over the world (v. 11). Babylon 
is the epitome of religion and culture in the ancient 
Middle East. Thus the burden is indirectly against all 
nations, especially Assyria (14:24-27). Peter uses the 
term Babylon symbolically in the New Testament 
(1 Pet. 5:13), as does John (Rev. 14:8; 18:2,10—21). 


13:6 the day of the Lorb. This designated “day” 
refers to a time of unusual activity of God in the lives 
of people, for judgment or for mercy. is at hand. The 
basic idea of this term is not that of approaching a 
fixed date, but that the day of the Lord is about to 
burst into one’s world. The day of the Lord is immi- 
nent—able to happen at any time—not because 
people have almost reached it as a destination, but 
because it may burst in upon people without further 
warning. 
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758 @ Isaiah 13:17 
17 “Behold,” I will stir up the Medes 
against them, 
Who will not regard silver; 
And as for gold, they will not delight 
in it. 

18 Also their bows will dash the young 

men to pieces, 

And they will have no pity on the fruit 
of the womb; 

Their eye will not spare children. 

19 xAnd Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 
The beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride, 
Will be as when God overthrew 

ySodom and Gomorrah. 

20 z]t will never be inhabited, 

Nor will it be settled from generation 
to generation; 

Nor will the Arabian pitch tents there, 

Nor will the shepherds make their 
sheepfolds there. 

21 aBut wild beasts of the desert will lie 

there, 
And their houses will be full of owls; 
Ostriches will dwell there, 
And wild goats will caper there. 

22 The hyenas will howl in their citadels, 
And jackals in their pleasant palaces. 

>Her time is near to come, 
And her days will not be prolonged.” 


Mercy on Jacob 
1 For the LORD ¢will have mercy on Ja- 
cob, and will still choose Israel, and 
settle them in their own land. ©The strang- 
ers will be joined with them, and they will 
cling to the house of Jacob. 2Then people 
will take them ¢and bring them to their 
place, and the house of Israel will possess 
them for servants and maids in the land 
of the LORD; they will take them captive 
whose captives they were, ¢and rule over 
their oppressors. 


Fall of the King of Babylon 

3It shall come to pass in the day the LORD 
gives you rest from your sorrow, and from 
your fear and the hard bondage in which 


you were made to serve, 4that you ‘will take 
up this proverb against the king of Bab- 
ylon, and say: 


“How the oppressor has ceased, 
The ¢golden* city ceased! 
5 The LORD has broken "the staff of the 
wicked, 
The scepter of the rulers; 
6 He who struck the people in wrath 
with a continual stroke, 
He who ruled the nations in anger, 
Is persecuted and no one hinders. 
7 The whole earth is at rest and quiet; 
They break forth into singing. 
8 iIndeed the cypress trees rejoice over 
you, 
And the cedars of Lebanon, 
Saying, ‘Since you were cut down, 
No woodsman has come up against us.’ 


9 “Hell from beneath is excited about you, 

To meet you at your coming; 

It stirs up the dead for you, 

All the chief ones of the earth; 

It has raised up from their thrones 

All the kings of the nations. 

They all shall speak and say to you: 

‘Have you also become as weak as we? 

Have you become like us? 

Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, 

And the sound of your stringed 
instruments; 

The maggot is spread under you, 

And worms cover you.’ 


The Fall of Lucifer 

12 “How! you are fallen from heaven, 
O Lucifer,* son of the morning! 
How you are cut down to the ground, 
You who weakened the nations! 

13 For you have said in your heart: 

mT will ascend into heaven, 
n] will exalt my throne above the stars 
of God; 


1 


So 


1 


= 


*14:4 Orinsolent * 14:12 Literally Day Star 


13:21-22 owls... jackals. With the exception of the 
goat, all of the animals mentioned in these verses are 
unclean. This image created a clear message to the 
people of Israel of a place that was desolate and unfit 
to inhabit. 

14:4 Babylon. Babylon is often used in Scripture for 
Satan's kingdom. This passage can be read with a 
double point of view. One, as if it were talking about 
an unnamed political king; and two, as a reference 
to and description of Satan’s career. Both views are 
sobering and worth taking note of. 

14:8 the cypress trees rejoice. The trees will no lon- 
ger be cut down to construct machines of war. 

14:9 Hell from beneath is excited. The commotion 
in the “grave” when the king of Babylon (or Satan; see 
Rev. 20:1-3) arrives contrasts sharply with the rest on 
earth when he is gone (v. 7). 

14:12 fallen from heaven. This is a figure of speech 
meaning cast down from an exalted political posi- 
tion. Jesus said, “And you, Capernaum, who are 


exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades” 
(Luke 10:15); and, apparently with the same meaning, 
“| saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke 
10:18). The “son of the morning,” called Lucifer or 
Day Star in Hebrew, is the planet Venus. The poetic 
language of this verse describes the aspiration of this 
brightest star to climb to the zenith of the heavens 
and its extinction before the rising sun. This is an 
apt summary of the failed goal of Satan (or the king 
of Babylon, v. 4), who wanted to grasp universal and 
eternal domination (Ezek. 28:14-16; Rev. 12:12-13; 
20:2). 
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I will also sit on the °mount of the 
congregation 
POn the farthest sides of the north; 
4 J will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, 
a] will be like the Most High.’ 
15 Yet you 'shall be brought down to 
Sheol, 
To the lowest depths of the Pit. 


16 “Those who see you will gaze at you, 
And consider you, saying: 
‘Is this the man who made the earth 
tremble, 
Who shook kingdoms, 
17 Who made the world as a 
wilderness 
And destroyed its cities, 
Who did not open the house of his 
prisoners?’ 


18 “All the kings of the nations, 
All of them, sleep in glory, 
Everyone in his own house; 
19 But you are cast out of your grave 
Like an abominable branch, 
Like the garment of those who are 
slain, 
Thrust through with a sword, 
Who go down to the stones of the pit, 
Like a corpse trodden underfoot. 
20 You will not be joined with them in 
burial, 
Because you have destroyed your land 
And slain your people. 
sThe brood of evildoers shall never be 
named. 
21 Prepare slaughter for his children 
‘Because of the iniquity of their fathers, 
Lest they rise up and possess the land, 
And fill the face of the world with 
cities.” 


Babylon Destroyed 
22 “For I will rise up against them,” says 
the LorD of hosts, 
“And cut off from Babylon “the name 
and vremnant, 
wAnd offspring and posterity,” says the 
LORD. 
23 “JT will also make it a possession for the 
xporcupine, 
And marshes of muddy water; 
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I will sweep it with the broom of 
destruction,” says the LORD of 
hosts. 


Assyria Destroyed 
24 The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, 
“Surely, as I have thought, so it shall 
come to pass, 
And as I have purposed, so it shall 
ystand: 
25. That I will break the Assyrian in My 
land, 
And on My mountains tread him 
underfoot. 
Then ¢his yoke shall be removed from 
them, 
And his burden removed from their 
shoulders. 
26 This is the purpose that is purposed 
against the whole earth, 
And this is the hand that is stretched 
out over all the nations. 
27 For the LORD of hosts has ‘purposed, 
And who will annul it? 
His hand is stretched out, 
And who will turn it back?” 


Philistia Destroyed 
28This is the burden which came in the 
year that “King Ahaz died. 


29 “Do not rejoice, all you of Philistia, 
eBecause the rod that struck you is 
broken; 
For out of the serpent’s roots will come 
forth a viper, 
fAnd its offspring will be a fiery flying 
serpent. 
The firstborn of the poor will feed, 
And the needy will lie down in safety; 
I will kill your roots with famine, 
And it will slay your remnant. 
Wail, O gate! Cry, O city! 
All you of Philistia are dissolved; 
For smoke will come from the north, 
And no one will be alone in his 
appointed times.” 


32. What will they answer the messengers 
of the nation? 
That ¢the LORD has founded Zion, 
And "the poor of His people shall take 
refuge in it. 
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— 


3 


= 


14:14 | will be like the Most High. This is the most 
outrageous of the arrogant desires of Satan (or of 
this unnamed king). He wanted to surpass the Most 
High, a term for the Lord that is often used in con- 
nection with the nations of the world (Ps. 87:5; 91:1; 
92:1). This statement strongly speaks of Satan (v. 12), 
who purposes to work against God in every possible 
way. Satan’s sin is centered in pride, the desire to be 
in submission to no one, not even God (1 Tim. 3:6). 
Ezekiel saw Satan’s work in the king of Tyre (Ezek. 
28), and Isaiah sees the parallel between the charac- 
ter and goals of Satan and this unnamed Babylonian 
king. 

14:28 Ahaz. King Ahaz died in 720 B.c. 


14:29 rod. The rod is probably a metaphor for the 
Assyrian king (10:5). 

14:31 gate. The gate of a walled city was its weak- 
est point. When the gate fell, the city could be taken. 
from the north. The Assyrian army would come from 
the north. 
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760 ® Isaiah 15:1 
Proclamation Against Moab 
1 5 The “burden against Moab. 


Because in the night Ar of “Moab is 
laid waste 
And destroyed, 
Because in the night Kir of Moab is 
laid waste 
And destroyed, 
2 He has gone up to the temple* and 
Dibon, 
To the high places to weep. 
Moab will wail over Nebo and over 
Medeba; 
dOn all their heads will be baldness, 
And every beard cut off. 
3 In their streets they will clothe 
themselves with sackcloth; 
On the tops of their houses 
And in their streets 
Everyone will wail, “weeping bitterly. 
4 Heshbon and Elealeh will cry out, 
Their voice shall be heard as far as 
fJahaz; 
Therefore the armed soldiers* of Moab 
will cry out; 
His life will be burdensome to him. 


5 “Mys heart will cry out for Moab; 
His fugitives shall flee to Zoar, 
Like a three-year-old heifer.* 
For "by the Ascent of Luhith 
They will go up with weeping; 
For in the way of Horonaim 
They will raise up a cry of destruction, 
6 For the waters ‘of Nimrim will be 
desolate, 
For the green grass has withered away; 
The grass fails, there is nothing green. 
7 Therefore the abundance they have 
gained, 
And what they have laid up, 
They will carry away to the Brook of 
the Willows. 
8 For the cry has gone all around the 
borders of Moab, 
Its wailing to Eglaim 
And its wailing to Beer Elim. 
9 For the waters of Dimon* will be full of 
blood; 
Because I will bring more upon Dimon,* 


jLions upon him who escapes from 
Moab, 
And on the remnant of the land.” 


Moab Destroyed 
1 Send ¢the lamb to the ruler of the 
land, 


>From Sela to the wilderness, 
To the mount of the daughter of Zion. 
2 For it shall be as a “wandering bird 
thrown out of the nest; 
So shall be the daughters of Moab at 
the fords of the ¢Arnon. 


3 “Take counsel, execute judgment; 
Make your shadow like the night in 
the middle of the day; 
Hide the outcasts, 
Do not betray him who escapes. 
4 Let My outcasts dwell with you, 
O Moab; 
Be a shelter to them from the face of 
the spoiler. 
For the extortioner is at an end, 
Devastation ceases, 
The oppressors are consumed out of 
the land. 
5 Inmercy the throne will be established; 
And One will sit on it in truth, in the 
tabernacle of David, 
iJudging and seeking justice and 
hastening srighteousness.” 


6 We have heard of the "pride of Moab— 
He is very proud— 
Of his haughtiness and his pride and 
his wrath; 
‘But his lies shall not be so. 
7 Therefore Moab shall iwail for Moab; 
Everyone shall wail. 
For the foundations “of Kir Hareseth 
you shall mourn; 
Surely they are stricken. 


* 15:2 Hebrew bayith, literally house * 15:4 Fol- 
lowing Masoretic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; 
Septuagint and Syriac read loins. *15:5 Or The 
Third Eglath, an unknown city (compare Jeremiah 
48:34) *15:9 Following Masoretic Text and Tar- 
gum; Dead Sea Scrolls and Vulgate read Dibon; 
Septuagint reads Rimon. ¢ Following Masoretic 
Text and Targum; Dead Sea Scrolls and Vulgate 
read Dibon; Septuagint reads Rimon. 


15:1 Moab. For the origin of the people of Moab, 
see the story of Lot and his daughters in Genesis 
19:30—38 (also Num. 22-25; Deut. 1:5). 

15:2 high places. High places were sites of pagan 
worship (16:12). 

15:5 heart will cry out. Isaiah does not rejoice in 
the downfall of Moab. He knew that the judgment 
from God was righteous, and he remembered that 
Moab had been a treacherous enemy to his nation, 
yet his heart cried out in pity. It is the mark of God's 
people that they do not rejoice in the downfall of 
the wicked, even though they may be glad to be free 
from oppression. 

15:9 Dimon. The term Dimon sounds like “blood” 
in Hebrew. Lions. Fleeing from one tragedy after 
another in their flight southward, the refugees 


turned to Judah in the west for asylum (16:1-5). A 
remnant would survive in Moab, as would be the 
case with Israel (1:9; 6:13; 10:20; 11:16)—but not with 
Assyria (14:22) and Philistia (14:30). 

16:5 the throne will be established. Moab’s salva- 
tion ultimately lies in the coming one, Jesus the Mes- 
siah, whose throne will be established (9:1—7; 11:1—-5; 
Amos 9:11-12; Acts 15:16-17). 

16:6 pride. In the end, it was the pride and the 
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8 For 'the fields of Heshbon 
languish, 
And the vine of Sibmah; 
The lords of the nations have broken 
down its choice plants, 
Which have reached to Jazer 
And wandered through the 
wilderness. 
Her branches are stretched out, 
They are gone over the "sea. 
9 Therefore I will bewail the vine of 
Sibmah, 
With the weeping of Jazer; 
I will drench you with my 
tears, 
°O Heshbon and Elealeh; 
For battle cries have fallen 
Over your summer fruits and your 
harvest. 


10 pGladness is taken away, 
And joy from the plentiful field; 
In the vineyards there will be no 
singing, 
Nor will there be shouting; 
No treaders will tread out wine in the 
presses; 
Ihave made their shouting 
cease. 
ll Therefore amy heart shall resound like 
a harp for Moab, 
And my inner being for Kir Heres. 


12 And it shall come to pass, 
When it is seen that Moab is weary on 
'the high place, 
That he will come to his sanctuary to 
pray; 
But he will not prevail. 


13This is the word which the LoRD has 
spoken concerning Moab since that time. 
144But now the LORD has spoken, saying, 
“Within three years, sas the years of a 
hired man, the glory of Moab will be 
despised with all that great multitude, 
and the remnant will be very small and 
feeble.” 
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Proclamation Against Syria and 


Israel 
1 7 The “burden against Damascus. 


“Behold, Damascus will cease from 
being a city, 
And it will be a ruinous heap. 
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken;* 
They will be for flocks 
Which lie down, and ¢no one will 
make them afraid. 
3 dThe fortress also will cease from 
Ephraim, 
The kingdom from Damascus, 
And the remnant of Syria; 
They will be as the glory of the 
children of Israel,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 


4 “Tn that day it shall come to pass 
That the glory of Jacob will 
wane, 
And ¢the fatness of his flesh grow 
lean. 
5 fIt shall be as when the harvester 
gathers the grain, 
And reaps the heads with his arm; 
It shall be as he who gathers heads of 
grain 
In the Valley of Rephaim. 
6 sYet gleaning grapes will be left 
in it, 
Like the shaking of an olive tree, 
Two or three olives at the top of the 
uppermost bough, 
Four or five in its most fruitful 
branches,” 
Says the LORD God of Israel. 


7 Inthat day a man will "look to his 
Maker, 
And his eyes will have respect for the 
Holy One of Israel. 


* 17:2 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Sep- 
tuagint reads It shall be forsaken forever; Targum 
reads Its cities shall be forsaken and desolate. 


haughtiness and the wrath of Moab that brought 
the nation into judgment. The pride of Moab is not 
the honest pride in a difficult task well done, but the 
pride of a haughty, disdainful people who considered 
themselves above remonstrance. The third element 
of Moab’s downfall, wrath, is closely linked with 
pride. A people who consider themselves the center 
of interest and importance lose their natural inhibi- 
tion. They feel free to indulge in wrath because they 
are convinced that whatever they do is right. 

16:8 vine. The vine refers to Moab. 

16:9 Heshbon and Elealeh. These cities were among 
the principal settlements in ancient Moab (15:4). 
16:12 high place... sanctuary. As long as people 
worship false gods, they will be doomed to pain, 
judgment, and recurring trouble (15:2—4). Even when 
the people weary of the false gods and try to pray to 
the one true God, they will not be able to communi- 
cate with Him because they have not repented and 
renounced the false gods. 


16:14 Within three years. A former prophecy against 
Moab (15:2) would be realized within three years, per- 
haps referring to the quelling of a rebellion against 
Sargon in 715 B.c. However, a remnant would remain 
(15:9). Moab had far more hope for salvation than did 
either Babylon or Philistia. 

17:3 fortress. This city may be Samaria, the capital 
city. Ephraim. Ephraim designates northern Israel. 
17:5 Rephaim. The word “Rephaim” is the Hebrew 
word for “shades” or “ghosts.” The “Valley of Rephaim” 
is the valley of death. 

17:6 left. A remnant would be left (10:20) even 
though it would be pitifully small. 
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762 @ Isaiah 17:8 
8 He will not look to the altars, 
The work of his hands; 
He will not respect what his ‘fingers 
have made, 


Nor the wooden images* nor the 
incense altars. 


9 In that day his strong cities will be as 
a forsaken bough* 
And an uppermost branch,* 
Which they left because of the 
children of Israel; 
And there will be desolation. 


10 Because you have forgotten ithe God 
of your salvation, 
And have not been mindful of the 
Rock of your stronghold, 
Therefore you will plant pleasant plants 
And set out foreign seedlings; 
ll Jn the day you will make your plant to 
grow, 
And in the morning you will make 
your seed to flourish; 
But the harvest will be a heap of ruins 
In the day of grief and desperate sorrow. 


12 Woe to the multitude of many people 
Who make a noise ‘like the roar of the 
seas, 
And to the rushing of nations 
That make a rushing like the rushing 
of mighty waters! 
13° The nations will rush like the rushing 
of many waters; 
But God will ‘rebuke them and they 
will flee far away, 
And “be chased like the chaff of the 
mountains before the wind, 
Like a rolling thing before the 
whirlwind. 
4 Then behold, at eventide, trouble! 
And before the morning, he is no more. 
This is the portion of those who 
plunder us, 
And the lot of those who rob us. 


Proclamation Against Ethiopia 
1 Woe ¢to the land shadowed with 
buzzing wings, 


Which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, 
2 Which sends ambassadors by sea, 

Even in vessels of reed on the waters, 

saying, 
“Go, swift messengers, to a nation tall 

and smooth of skin, 

To a people terrible from their 
beginning onward, 

A nation powerful and treading down, 

Whose land the rivers divide.” 


3 Allinhabitants of the world and 
dwellers on the earth: 
bWhen he lifts up a banner on the 
mountains, you see it; 
And when he blows a trumpet, you 
hear it. 
4 For so the LORD said to me, 
“I will take My rest, 
And I will look from My dwelling place 
Like clear heat in sunshine, 
Like a cloud of dew in the heat of 
harvest.” 
5 For before the harvest, when the bud is 
perfect 
And the sour grape is ripening in the 
flower, 
He will both cut off the sprigs with 
pruning hooks 
And take away and cut down the 
branches. 
6 They will be left together for the 
mountain birds of prey 
And for the beasts of the earth; 
The birds of prey will summer on them, 
And all the beasts of the earth will 
winter on them. 


7 In that time ¢a present will be brought 
to the LORD of hosts 
From* a people tall and smooth of skin, 


* 17:8 Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities 

*17:9 Septuagint reads Hivites; Targum reads laid 
waste; Vulgate reads as the plows. * Septuagint 
reads Amorites; Targum reads in ruins; Vulgate 
reads corn. *18:7 Following Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Septuagint, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text omits 
From; Targum reads To. 


17:10 forgotten. Forgetting God is letting the truth 
of God fade by ignoring Him. In the end, such neglect 
is unbelief, refusing to believe in God and refusing to 
believe His Word. The safe caring place, the Refuge 
from storms, is forgotten. God becomes like a friend 
whom you never visit any more or think much about 
and finally do not remember at all. This slippery slope 
takes us far from the Rock of our refuge, the God of 
our Salvation. 

17:11 make your seed to flourish. This phrase may 
allude to the ancient practice of force-blooming pot- 
ted plants and allowing them to die. Pagans believed 
that this reenactment of the life cycle would secure 
fertile fields. But even after performing this rite, the 
harvest would be in ruin. Just as the choice vines of the 
Lord’s vineyard disappointed Him (5:1-7), so His errant 
people would find their harvest hopes shattered. 
17:12 many people. The many people are the nations 
that plunder Israel (v. 14). 


17:14 before the morning. Sennacherib’s army 
would be destroyed between evening time and 
morning (37:36-38). us. Isaiah identified himself with 
his plundered people. 

18:1 Ethiopia. Also called Cush in the Bible, Ethiopia 
was at the southern end of Isaiah’s world. A Cushite 
dynasty took over Egypt in 715 B.c. and probably sent 
ambassadors to Jerusalem. 

18:5 before the harvest... cut off. This is another 
example of a bad harvest (17:10-11). 

18:7 place of the name. Note how closely the Lord 
identifies with Mount Zion. This was the one place for 
the true worship of God. 


17:8 Is. 2:8; 31:7. 17:10/Ps.68:19 17:12‘ Jer. 6:23 
17:13!Ps.9:5 "Hos. 13:3 18:19 Zeph. 2:12; 3:10 
18:3 ls.5:26 18:7¢Zeph. 3:10 


And from a people terrible from their 
beginning onward, 

A nation powerful and treading down, 

Whose land the rivers divide— 

To the place of the name of the LORD 
of hosts, 

To Mount Zion. 


Proclamation Against Egypt 
1 9 The “burden against Egypt. 


Behold, the LorD rides on a swift 
cloud, 
And will come into Egypt; 
¢The idols of Egypt will totter at His 
presence, 
And the heart of Egypt will melt in its 
midst. 


2 “T will set Egyptians against 
Egyptians; 
Everyone will fight against his brother, 
And everyone against his neighbor, 
City against city, kingdom against 
kingdom. 
3 The spirit of Egypt will fail in its 
midst; 
I will destroy their counsel, 
And they will ¢consult the idols and 
the charmers, 
The mediums and the sorcerers. 
4 And the Egyptians I will give 
fInto the hand of a cruel master, 
And a fierce king will rule over them,” 
Says the Lord, the LORD of hosts. 


5 £The waters will fail from the sea, 
And the river will be wasted and 
dried up. 
6 The rivers will turn foul; 
The brooks "of defense will be emptied 
and dried up; 
The reeds and rushes will wither. 
7 The papyrus reeds by the River,* by 
the mouth of the River, 
And everything sown by the River, 
Will wither, be driven away, and be no 
more. 
8 The fishermen also will mourn; 
All those will lament who cast hooks 
into the River, 
And they will languish who spread 
nets on the waters. 
9 Moreover those who work in ‘fine flax 
And those who weave fine fabric will 
be ashamed; 


Isaiah 19:20 @ 763 


10 And its foundations will be broken. 
All who make wages will be troubled 
of soul. 


ll Surely the princes of ‘Zoan are fools; 
Pharaoh’s wise counselors give foolish 
counsel. 
kHow do you say to Pharaoh, “I am the 
son of the wise, 
The son of ancient kings?” 
12 |Where are they? 
Where are your wise men? 
Let them tell you now, 
And let them know what the LORD 
of hosts has "purposed against 
Egypt. 
13. The princes of Zoan have become fools; 
nThe princes of Noph* are deceived; 
They have also deluded Egypt, 
Those who are the mainstay of its 
tribes. 
14 The LORD has mingled °a perverse 
spirit in her midst; 
And they have caused Egypt to err in 
all her work, 
As a drunken man staggers in his 
vomit. 
15 Neither will there be any work for 
Egypt, 
Which Pthe head or tail, 
Palm branch or bulrush, may do.* 


16Jn that day Egypt will ¢be like women, 
and will be afraid and fear because of the 
waving of the hand of the LoRD of hosts, 
twhich He waves over it. 17And the land 
of Judah will be a terror to Egypt; every- 
one who makes mention of it will be afraid 
in himself, because of the counsel of the 
LORD of hosts which He has sdetermined 
against it. 


Egypt, Assyria, and Israel Blessed 

18In that day five cities in the land of 
Egypt will tspeak the language of Canaan 
and uswear by the LORD of hosts; one will 
be called the City of Destruction.* 

19Jn that day “there will be an altar to the 
LorRD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and 
a pillar to the WLORD at its border. 20And 


*19:7 That is, the Nile *19:13 That is, ancient 
Memphis *19:15 Compare Isaiah 9:14-16 

* 19:18 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Arabic, Dead 
Sea Scrolls, Targum, and Vulgate read Sun; Septu- 
agint reads Asedek (literally Righteousness). 


19:2 Egyptians against Egyptians. The political 
anarchy of the Egyptians has religious roots: their 
many gods failed them. 

19:3 spirit of Egypt. The principal key for under- 
standing the world of ancient Egypt is the concept of 
order, or ma‘at. When the spirit of the Egyptians was 
demoralized, they lost their sense of order and pur- 
pose. This would completely confuse and disarm any 
aggression and would cause economic and political 
upheaval. 

19:13 Noph. This was Memphis, Egypt's ancient cap- 
ital. 


19:19-21 Worship—The prophets spoke of the 
future when the Gentile nations would come to know 
God and worship Him. Egypt is one of these nations 


19:14 Joel 3:19 © Ps. 18:10; 104:3 ¢Jer. 43:12 

19:24 Judg. 7:22 19:3¢ls.8:19;47:12  19:4fEzek. 
29:19 19:59 Jer.51:36 19:62 Kin. 19:24 
19:9/Prov.7:16 19:11/Num. 13:22 *1 Kin. 4:29, 

30 = 19:12!1 Cor. 1:20 ™Ps. 33:11 19:13 "Jer. 2:16 
19:14°ls.29:10 19:15? ls.9:14-16 19:16 9 Nah. 3:13 
19:175Dan.4:35 19:18‘ Zeph. 3:9 “Is. 

19:19 “Ex. 24:4 “Ps. 68:31 


"Is.11:15 
45:23 


764 @ Isaiah 19:21 
xit will be for a sign and for a witness to 
the LorD of hosts in the land of Egypt; for 
they will cry to the LORD because of the 
oppressors, and He will send them a ySav- 
ior and a Mighty One, and He will deliver 
them. 2!Then the LORD will be known to 
Egypt, and the Egyptians will zknow the 
LORD in that day, and “will make sacrifice 
and offering; yes, they will make a vow to 
the LorRD and perform it. 22And the LORD 
will strike Egypt, He will strike and "heal 
it; they will return to the LORD, and He will 
be entreated by them and heal them. 

23In that day there will be a highway 
from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian 
will come into Egypt and the Egyptian 
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will 4serve 
with the Assyrians. 

24Tn that day Israel will be one of three 
with Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in 
the midst of the land, 25whom the LORD of 
hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt 
My people, and Assyria ¢the work of My 
hands, and Israel My inheritance.” 


The Sign Against Egypt and Ethiopia 
20 In the year that ¢Tartan* came to 
Ashdod, when Sargon the king of 
Assyria sent him, and he fought against 
Ashdod and took it, 2at the same time the 
LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz, 
saying, “Go, and remove ’the sackcloth 
from your body, and take your sandals off 
your feet.” And he did so, «walking naked 
and barefoot. 
3Then the LORD said, “Just as My ser- 
vant Isaiah has walked naked and bare- 
foot three years ¢for a sign and a wonder 
against Egypt and Ethiopia, 4so shall the 
eking of Assyria lead away the Egyptians 
as prisoners and the Ethiopians as captives, 
young and old, naked and barefoot, fwith 
their buttocks uncovered, to the shame 
of Egypt. 5sThen they shall be afraid and 
ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation and 
Egypt their glory. 6And the inhabitant of 


this territory will say in that day, ‘Surely 
such is our expectation, wherever we flee 
for "help to be delivered from the king of 
Assyria; and how shall we escape?’” 


The Fall of Babylon Proclaimed 
2 The burden against the Wilderness 
of the Sea. 


As ¢whirlwinds in the South pass 
through, 
So it comes from the desert, from a 
terrible land. 
2 A distressing vision is declared to me; 
bThe treacherous dealer deals 
treacherously, 
And the plunderer plunders. 
cGo up, O Elam! 
Besiege, O Media! 
All its sighing I have made to cease. 


3 Therefore ¢my loins are filled with pain; 
ePangs have taken hold of me, like the 
pangs of a woman in labor. 
I was distressed when I heard it; 
Iwas dismayed when I saw it. 
4 My heart wavered, fearfulness 
frightened me; 
fThe night for which I longed He turned 
into fear for me. 
5 Prepare the table, 
Set a watchman in the tower, 
Eat and drink. 
Arise, you princes, 
Anoint the shield! 


6 For thus has the Lord said to me: 
“Go, set a watchman, 
Let him declare what he sees.” 
7 And he saw a chariot with a pair of 
horsemen, 
A chariot of donkeys, and a chariot of 
camels, 
And he listened earnestly with great 
care. 
8 Then he cried, “A lion,* my Lord! 


*20:1 Or the Commander in Chief *21:8 Dead 
Sea Scrolls read Then the observer cried. 


for which there is a future mercy. The Egyptians will 
swear allegiance to the true God, institute extensive 
public worship of God, and become equal partners 
in the community of believers. This is a remarkable 
promise from our God, and one that is worth remem- 
bering in troubling political times. 

19:25 My people... the work of My hands. His- 
torically, Egypt and Assyria were enemies. When 
they change and turn to the Lord (symbolic of all 
converted Gentiles), they will be healed (v. 22) and 
blessed by God. 

20:2 sackcloth. Isaiah replaced the garb of spiritual 
mourning with the signs of being exiled into captivity. 
20:3 three years. Three years means “involving three 
years,” a minimum of 14 months, but possibly more. 
20:6 inhabitant of this territory. This probably 
refers to the nations, including Judah, bordering on 
the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, who 
looked to Egypt to save them from Assyria. 

21:2 Elam... Media. Elam, a major part of Persia, and 


Media were allied in 700 B.c. Perhaps as a part of the 
Assyrian army (5:26), they helped to bring about the 
fall of Babylon in 689 B.c., since they certainly did so 
in 539 B.c. (11:11; 13:17). 

21:4 heart wavered. |saiah saw that even a longed- 
for event can have terrible consequences in its wake. 
The judgment of God on Babylon would not be easy 
to look at. 

21:7 donkeys . .. camels. The Persians, who over- 
threw Babylon in 539 B.c., used donkeys and camels 
in their army. 


19:20* Josh. 4:20; 22:27 Yls.43:11  19:212[Is. 2:3, 
4;11:9] @Mal. 1:11 19:22%Deut. 32:39 19:23¢Is. 
11:16; 35:8; 49:11; 62:10 41s.27:13 19:25 ls. 29:23 
20:122 Kin. 18:17 20:26 Zech. 13:4 ©1 Sam. 19:24 
20:341s.8:18 20:4¢ls. 19:4 Jer. 13:22 20:592Kin. 
18:21 20:6" Is.30:5,7. 21:19%Zech.9:14  21:25ls. 
33:1 CJer.49:34 21:3 4s. 15:5; 16:11 ls. 13:8 
21:4/Deut. 28:67 21:59Dan. 5:5 


I stand continually on the "watchtower 
in the daytime; 

I have sat at my post every night. 

9 And look, here comes a chariot of men 

with a pair of horsemen!” 

Then he answered and said, 

i“Babylon is fallen, is fallen! 
And iall the carved images of her gods 
He has broken to the ground.” 


10 kOh, my threshing and the grain of my 
floor! 
That which I have heard from the 
LORD of hosts, 
The God of Israel, 
I have declared to you. 


Proclamation Against Edom 
UlThe burden against Dumah. 


He calls to me out of ™Seir, 

“Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night?” 

12 The watchman said, 
“The morning comes, and also the 
night. 

If you will inquire, inquire; 
Return! Come back!” 


Proclamation Against Arabia 
13nThe burden against Arabia. 


In the forest in Arabia you will 
lodge, 

O you traveling companies °of 
Dedanites. 

4 QO inhabitants of the land of Tema, 
Bring water to him who is thirsty; 
With their bread they met him who 

fled. 

15 For they fled from the swords, from 

the drawn sword, 
From the bent bow, and from the 
distress of war. 


16For thus the LORD has said to me: 
“Within a year, Paccording to the year of 
a hired man, all the glory of “Kedar will 
fail; 17and the remainder of the number of 
archers, the mighty men of the people of 
Kedar, will be diminished; for the LORD 
God of Israel has spoken it.” 


Proclamation Against Jerusalem 
2 The burden against the Valley of Vi- 
sion. 


Isaiah 22:12 @ 765 


What ails you now, that you have all 
gone up to the housetops, 

2 You who are full of noise, 

A tumultuous city, 4a joyous city? 

Your slain men are not slain with the 
sword, 

Nor dead in battle. 

3 All your rulers have fled together; 
They are captured by the archers. 
All who are found in you are bound 

together; 
They have fled from afar. 
4 Therefore I said, “Look away from me, 
J will weep bitterly; 
Do not labor to comfort me 
Because of the plundering of the 
daughter of my people.” 


5 cFor it is a day of trouble and treading 
down and perplexity 
dBy the Lord Gop of hosts 
In the Valley of Vision— 
Breaking down the walls 
And of crying to the mountain. 
6 eElam bore the quiver 
With chariots of men and horsemen, 
And fKir uncovered the shield. 
7 It shall come to pass that your choicest 
valleys 
Shall be full of chariots, 
And the horsemen shall set themselves 
in array at the gate. 


8 sHe removed the protection of Judah. 
You looked in that day to the armor “of 
the House of the Forest; 
9 tYou also saw the damage to the city of 
David, 
That it was great; 
And you gathered together the waters 
of the lower pool. 
You numbered the houses of 
Jerusalem, 
And the houses you broke down 
To fortify the wall. 
7You also made a reservoir between the 
two walls 
For the water of the old Xpool. 
But you did not look to its Maker, 
Nor did you have respect for Him who 
fashioned it long ago. 


12 And in that day the Lord Gop of 
hosts 
'Called for weeping and for mourning, 
mFor baldness and for girding with 
sackcloth. 


1 


o 


1 
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21:11 Watchman. The watchman was the night 
patrol who kept watch on the city. The metaphor 
refers to the prophet Isaiah, who, as a guard on the 
walls, could see the dawn—the light of salvation—in 
the east before the others. 

21:13 companies of Dedanites. The Dedanites may 
refer to the refugees (v. 15) from Dedan, which was 
about 90 miles southeast of Tema (v. 14). 

22:11 reservoir between the two walls. The defense 
of the city depended upon the availability of water 
within its walls. Hezekiah addressed this need by 


digging a tunnel beneath the city, connecting the 
ower pool in Jerusalem's southwestern valley with 
the old pool, the source of water in the eastern valley. 


21:8%Hab.2:1 21:9/Jer. 51:8 JIs. 46:1 
51:33 21:11!/Gen. 25:14 ™ Gen. 32:3 

25:24; 49:28 °1 Chr. 1:9,32 21:16? Is. 16:14 9Ps. 120:5 
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1:5;2:2.  22:6@Jer. 49:35 fls.15:1  22:892 Kin. 18:15, 
16 41 Kin. 7:2; 10:17 22:9/2Kin.20:20 22:11/Neh. 
3:16 K2 Chr. 32:3,4 22:12! Joel 1:13; 2:17 ™ Mic. 1:16 
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766 @ Isaiah 22:13 


13 But instead, joy and gladness, 
Slaying oxen and killing sheep, 
Eating meat and "drinking wine: 


o“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we 


die!” 


14 pThen it was revealed in my hearing by 


the LorD of hosts, 
“Surely for this iniquity there will be 
no atonement for you, 
Even to your death,” says the Lord 
Gop of hosts. 


The Judgment on Shebna 
15Thus says the Lord GoD of hosts: 


“Go, proceed to this steward, 

To "Shebna, who is over the house, 

and say: 
16 ‘What have you here, and whom have 

you here, 

That you have hewn a sepulcher here, 

As he swho hews himself a sepulcher 
on high, 

Who carves a tomb for himself ina 
rock? 


17 Indeed, the LORD will throw you away 


violently, 
O mighty man, 
tAnd will surely seize you. 
18 He will surely turn violently and toss 
you like a ball 
Into a large country; 
There you shall die, and there “your 
glorious chariots 
Shall be the shame of your master’s 
house. 
19 So I will drive you out of your office, 
And from your position he will pull 
you down.* 


‘Then it shall be in that day, 

That I will call My servant vEliakim 
the son of Hilkiah; 

I will clothe him with your robe 

And strengthen him with your belt; 

I will commit your responsibility into 
his hand. 

He shall be a father to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem 

And to the house of Judah. 

22 The key of the house of David 

I will lay on his shoulder; 


2 


s 
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So he shall *open, and no one shall shut; 


And he shall shut, and no one shall 
open. 

I will fasten him as va peg in a secure 
place, 

And he will become a glorious throne 
to his father’s house. 


2: 


3 


24They will hang on him all the glory 
of his father’s house, the offspring and 
the posterity, all vessels of small quantity, 
from the cups to all the pitchers. 25In that 
day,’ says the LorD of hosts, ‘the peg that 
is fastened in the secure place will be re- 
moved and be cut down and fall, and the 
burden that was on it will be cut off; for the 
LORD has spoken.’” 


Proclamation Against Tyre 
2 3 The “burden against Tyre. 


Wail, you ships of Tarshish! 

For it is laid waste, 

So that there is no house, no harbor; 

From the land of Cyprus* it is revealed 
to them. 


2 Be still, you inhabitants of the 
coastland, 
You merchants of Sidon, 
Whom those who cross the sea have 
filled.* 
3 And on great waters the grain of 
Shihor, 
The harvest of the River,* is her 
revenue; 
And >she is a marketplace for the 
nations. 


4 Be ashamed, O Sidon; 
For the sea has spoken, 
The strength of the sea, saying, 
“I do not labor, nor bring forth children; 
Neither do I rear young men, 
Nor bring up virgins.” 
5 cWhen the report reaches Egypt, 
They also will be in agony at the 
report of Tyre. 


6 Cross over to Tarshish; 
Wail, you inhabitants of the coastland! 
7 Isthis your 4joyous city, 
Whose antiquity is from ancient days, 
Whose feet carried her far off to 
dwell? 
8 Who has taken this counsel against 
Tyre, ¢the crowning city, 
Whose merchants are princes, 
Whose traders are the honorable of 
the earth? 


* 22:19 Septuagint omits he will pull you down; 
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read I will pull you 
down. *23:1 Hebrew Kittim, western lands, 
especially Cyprus *23:2 Following Maso- 
retic Text and Vulgate; Septuagint and Targum 
read Passing over the water; Dead Sea Scrolls 
read Your messengers passing over the sea. 

* 23:3 That is, the Nile 


22:25 peg... be cut off. Even the firmly reliable 
Eliakim could not sustain the burden of government. 


Only Immanuel could do that (9:6-7). 


23:1 Tyre. Tyre was besieged several times over a 
period of about 400 years before it was finally laid 


waste by Alexander the Great in 332 B.c. 


23:6 Tarshish. Tarshish is Tartessus in Spain and rep- 
resents the most distant place to the ancient Israelites. 


22:13 " Luke 17:26-29 °1 Cor. 15:32 22:14? Is. 5:9 
9Ezek. 24:13 22:15" ls.36:3  22:165 Matt. 27:60 
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22:22 Is. 9:6 Job 12:14; Rev. 3:7 22:23 Ezra 9:8 
23:1%Zech.9:2,4 23:3%Ezek.27:3-23 23:5¢ls. 
19:16 23:74Is, 22:2; 32:13 23:8¢ Ezek. 28:2, 12 


9 The LoRD of hosts has fpurposed it, 
To bring to dishonor the 2pride of all 
glory, 
To bring into contempt all the 
honorable of the earth. 


10 Overflow through your land like the 
River,* 
O daughter of Tarshish; 
There is no more strength. 
ll He stretched out His hand over the 
sea, 
He shook the kingdoms; 
The LorD has given a commandment 
hagainst Canaan 
To destroy its strongholds. 
12 And He said, “You will rejoice no 
more, 
O you oppressed virgin daughter of 
Sidon. 
Arise, icross over to Cyprus; 
There also you will have no rest.” 


13 Behold, the land of the ‘Chaldeans, 
This people which was not; 
Assyria founded it for *wild beasts of 
the desert. 
They set up its towers, 
They raised up its palaces, 
And brought it to ruin. 


14 'Wail, you ships of Tarshish! 
For your strength is laid waste. 


15Now it shall come to pass in that day 
that Tyre will be forgotten seventy years, 
according to the days of one king. At the 
end of seventy years it will happen to Tyre 
as in the song of the harlot: 


16 “Take a harp, go about the city, 
You forgotten harlot; 
Make sweet melody, sing many songs, 
That you may be remembered.” 


17And it shall be, at the end of seventy 
years, that the LORD will deal with Tyre. She 
will return to her hire, and "commit forni- 
cation with all the kingdoms of the world on 
the face of the earth. !8Her gain and her pay 
nwill be set apart for the LORD; it will not be 
treasured nor laid up, for her gain will be 
for those who dwell before the LORD, to eat 
sufficiently, and for fine clothing. 


Isaiah 24:12 @ 767 
Impending Judgment on the Earth 
2 Behold, the LORD makes the earth 
empty and makes it waste, 
Distorts its surface 
And scatters abroad its inhabitants. 
2 And it shall be: 
As with the people, so with the “priest; 
As with the servant, so with his 
master; 
As with the maid, so with her mistress; 
bAs with the buyer, so with the seller; 
As with the lender, so with the borrower; 
As with the creditor, so with the debtor. 
3 The land shall be entirely emptied and 
utterly plundered, 
For the LorD has spoken this word. 


4 The earth mourns and fades away, 
The world languishes and fades away; 
The chaughty people of the earth 

languish. 

5 dThe earth is also defiled under its 

inhabitants, 

Because they have ¢transgressed the 
laws, 

Changed the ordinance, 

Broken the feverlasting covenant. 

6 Therefore “the curse has devoured the 

earth, 
And those who dwell in it are desolate. 
Therefore the inhabitants of the earth 
are "burned, 
And few men are left. 


7 iThe new wine fails, the vine languishes, 
All the merry-hearted sigh. 
8 The mirth jof the tambourine ceases, 
The noise of the jubilant ends, 
The joy of the harp ceases. 
9 They shall not drink wine with a song; 
Strong drink is bitter to those who 
drink it. 
10 The city of confusion is broken down; 
Every house is shut up, so that none 
may go in. 
ll There is a cry for wine in the streets, 
All joy is darkened, 
The mirth of the land is gone. 
12 Jn the city desolation is left, 
And the gate is stricken with destruction. 


* 23:10 That is, the Nile 


23:15 seventy years. Seventy years symbolizes a full 
measure of time, a lifetime. 

23:18 Her gain... set apart for the Lorb. This was 
nota violation of God’s command (Deut. 23:18) which 
forbade bringing a harlot’s pay (v. 17) to the temple. 
Tyre’s destruction was part of the Lord’s war against 
the unrighteous. The spoils would belong to Him as 
the Victor (Deut. 2:35; Josh. 6:17,19). 

24:1—27:12 Behold, the Lorb. The section describ- 
ing the Lord’s “burdens” against particular nations 
(chs. 13-23) is now placed in a larger framework that 
shows God's triumph over the entire earth for His 
elect. Chapter 24 focuses on God's overthrow of the 
corrupted earth; chapter 25 focuses on the respon- 
sive praise to His actions. Chapters 26 and 27 focus on 
God's efforts for His people. 


24:4 The earth mourns. For a similar idea, see 
Romans 8:22. 

24:5 laws... ordinance... covenant. The usual 
language concerning a breach of the covenant is 
applied more generally to the wicked nations. Per- 
haps these words speak of that innate sense of right 
and wrong—the conscience—that God has given to 
all mankind, but which everyone violates (Acts 24:16; 
Rom. 1:18-32). 
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13, When it shall be thus in the midst of 
the land among the people, 
kIt shall be like the shaking of an olive 
tree, 
Like the gleaning of grapes when the 
vintage is done. 


14 They shall lift up their voice, they shall 
sing; 
For the majesty of the LORD 
They shall cry aloud from the sea. 
15 Therefore 'glorify the LORD in the 
dawning light, 
mThe name of the LORD God of Israel in 
the coastlands of the sea. 
16 From the ends of the earth we have 
heard songs: 
“Glory to the righteous!” 
But I said, “I am ruined, ruined! 
Woe to me! 
nThe treacherous dealers have dealt 
treacherously, 
Indeed, the treacherous dealers have 
dealt very treacherously.” 


17 oFear and the pit and the snare 
Are upon you, O inhabitant of the 
earth. 
18 And it shall be 
That he who flees from the noise of 
the fear 
Shall fall into the pit, 
And he who comes up from the midst 
of the pit 
Shall be caught in the snare; 
For ’the windows from on high are 


open, 
And ¢the foundations of the earth are 
shaken. 


19 rThe earth is violently broken, 
The earth is split open, 
The earth is shaken exceedingly. 
20 The earth shall sreel to and fro like a 
drunkard, 
And shall totter like a hut; 
Its transgression shall be heavy upon 


it, 
And it will fall, and not rise again. 


21 Jt shall come to pass in that day 
That the LORD will punish on high the 
host of exalted ones, 
And on the earth ‘the kings of the 
earth. 


22 They will be gathered together, 
As prisoners are gathered in the pit, 
And will be shut up in the prison; 
After many days they will be 

punished. 

23 Then the “moon will be disgraced 
And the sun ashamed; 
For the LorD of hosts will vreign 
On “Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
And before His elders, gloriously. 


Praise to God 
25 O LorD, You are my God. 
4] will exalt You, 
I will praise Your name, 
bFor You have done wonderful things; 
¢Your counsels of old are faithfulness 
and truth. 
2 For You have made 4a city a ruin, 
A fortified city a ruin, 
A palace of foreigners to be a city no 
more; 
It will never be rebuilt. 
3 Therefore the strong people will 
eglorify You; 
The city of the terrible nations will 
fear You. 
4 For You have been a strength to the 


poor, 

A strength to the needy in his 
distress, 

fA refuge from the storm, 

A shade from the heat; 

For the blast of the terrible ones is as a 
storm against the wall. 

5 You will reduce the noise of aliens, 

As heat in a dry place; 

As heat in the shadow of a cloud, 

The song of the terrible ones will be 
diminished. 


6 Andin “this mountain 
hThe LORD of hosts will make for ‘all 
people 
A feast of choice pieces, 
A feast of wines on the lees, 
Of fat things full of marrow, 
Of well-refined wines on the lees. 
7 And He will destroy on this mountain 
The surface of the covering cast over 
all people, 
And ‘the veil that is spread over all 
nations. 


24:14-16 lift up their voice. Isaiah cannot join in the 
chorus of praise, because he, like Daniel (Dan. 7:28; 
8:27), was too overwhelmed by the tragedy that was 
to come. It is impossible to tell whether the people 
who praised the Lord were faithful followers who 
had been oppressed by the treacherous leaders, or 
whether those who praised were the unfaithful lead- 
ers who were beginning to remember the Lord. There 
comes a time when the Lord does not wait any more, 
but He carries out the promised punishment for sinful 
behavior. Those who have trusted in Him will always 
find their souls secure, but that does not mean that 
they will not see dreadful sights or perhaps even be 
martyred for their faith. 


24:21 that day. “That day” is the day that the Lord 
will finally judge the whole world (Rev. 20:11-15). 
25:5 terrible ones. The use of the term “terrible” 
three times in verses 3-5 emphasizes divine judg- 
ment on the nations represented. 
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He will ?swallow up death forever, 

And the Lord GoD will ‘wipe away 
tears from all faces; 

The rebuke of His people 

He will take away from all the earth; 

For the LORD has spoken. 


And it will be said in that day: 
“Behold, this is our God; 
mWe have waited for Him, and He will 
save us. 
This is the LORD; 
We have waited for Him; 
nWe will be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation.” 


For on this mountain the hand of the 
LORD will rest, 

And °Moab shall be trampled down 
under Him, 

As straw is trampled down for the 
refuse heap. 

And He will spread out His hands in 
their midst 

As a swimmer reaches out to swim, 

And He will bring down their ?pride 

Together with the trickery of their 
hands. 

The fortress of the high fort of your 
walls 

He will bring down, lay low, 

And bring to the ground, down to the 
dust. 


Song of Salvation 
In ¢that day this song will be sung in 
the land of Judah: 


“We have a strong city; 
bGod will appoint salvation for walls 
and bulwarks. 
cOpen the gates, 
That the righteous nation which keeps 
the truth may enter in. 
You will keep him in perfect “peace, 
Whose mind is stayed on You, 
Because he trusts in You. 
Trust in the LORD forever, 
eFor in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting 
strength.* 
For He brings down those who dwell 
on high, 
fThe lofty city; 
He lays it low, 


Isaiah 26:15 @& 769 
He lays it low to the ground, 

He brings it down to the dust. 

The foot shall tread it down— 

The feet of the poor 

And the steps of the needy.” 


The way of the just is uprightness; 
£0 Most Upright, 
You weigh the path of the just. 
Yes, "in the way of Your judgments, 
O LorD, we have ‘waited for You; 
The desire of our soul is for Your name 
And for the remembrance of You. 
iWith my soul I have desired You in the 
night, 
Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek 
You early; 
For when Your judgments are in the 
earth, 
The inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness. 


10 kLet grace be shown to the wicked, 


sal 


12 


13 
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15 


Yet he will not learn righteousness; 

In 'the land of uprightness he will deal 
unjustly, 

And will not behold the majesty of the 
LORD. 

LORD, when Your hand is lifted up, 
mthey will not see. 

But they will see and be ashamed 

For their envy of people; 

Yes, the fire of Your enemies shall 
devour them. 


LORD, You will establish peace for us, 

For You have also done all our works 
in us. 

O LorD our God, "masters besides You 

Have had dominion over us; 

But by You only we make mention of 
Your name. 

They are dead, they will not live; 

They are deceased, they will not rise. 

Therefore You have punished and 
destroyed them, 

And made all their memory to °perish. 

You have increased the nation, O LORD, 

You have Pincreased the nation; 

You are glorified; 

You have expanded all the borders of 
the land. 


* 26:4 Or Rock of Ages 


25:8 wipe away tears. When the first earth passes 
away and the tabernacle of God is among men, finally 
the whole creation will be as it should be, and God 
will tenderly wipe away the tears of His people (Rev. 
7:17; 21:4). 

26:3 peace. The result of a settled faith in God is “per- 
fect peace.” Faith in God is the only thing that brings 
inner peace to man. One must come to the point of 
recognizing his own utter sinfulness and his deep 
need of a redeemer before he can find peace. Only 
when one is at peace with God can he have peace 
with others. Only a mind settled in God can tolerate 
the changing circumstances of life. 

26:8 waited. Waiting for—or on—the Lord is 


a waiting with expectation. Perhaps one could 
describe it as the difference between waiting for the 
arrival of an airplane with a loved one arriving, and 
the waiting one does at a traffic light. (For a similar 
idea, see 40:31.) 
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16 LORD, 4in trouble they have visited 
You, 
They poured out a prayer when Your 
chastening was upon them. 
17 Asta woman with child 
Is in pain and cries out in her pangs, 
When she draws near the time of her 
delivery, 
So have we been in Your sight, 
O LorD. 
18 We have been with child, we have 
been in pain; 
We have, as it were, brought forth 
wind; 
We have not accomplished any 
deliverance in the earth, 
Nor have sthe inhabitants of the world 
fallen. 


19 tYour dead shall live; 
Together with my dead body* they 
shall arise. 
uAwake and sing, you who dwell in 
dust; 
For your dew is like the dew of herbs, 
And the earth shall cast out the dead. 


Take Refuge from the Coming 


Judgment 
20 Come, my people, Yenter your 
chambers, 
And shut your doors behind you; 
Hide yourself, as it were, for a little 
moment, 
Until the indignation is past. 
21 For behold, the LORD *comes out of 
His place 
To punish the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity; 
The earth will also disclose her blood, 
And will no more cover her slain. 


2 In that day the LORD with His severe 
sword, great and strong, 
Will punish Leviathan the fleeing 
serpent, 
a]_eviathan that twisted serpent; 
And He will slay “the reptile that is in 
the sea. 


The Restoration of Israel 
2 In that day ¢sing to her, 
d“A vineyard of red wine!* 
3 eI, the LORD, keep it, 
I water it every moment; 
Lest any hurt it, 
I keep it night and day. 
4 Fury is not in Me. 
Who would set fbriers and thorns 
Against Me in battle? 
I would go through them, 
I would burn them together. 
5 Or let him take hold Sof My strength, 
That he may "make peace with Me; 
And he shall make peace with Me.” 


6 Those who come He shall cause ‘to 
take root in Jacob; 
Israel shall blossom and bud, 
And fill the face of the world with 
fruit. 


7 jHas He struck Israel as He struck 
those who struck him? 

Or has He been slain according to the 
slaughter of those who were slain 
by Him? 

8 kIn measure, by sending it away, 

You contended with it. 

'He removes it by His rough wind 

In the day of the east wind. 

9 Therefore by this the iniquity of Jacob 
will be covered; 

And this is all the fruit of taking away 
his sin: 

When he makes all the stones of the 
altar 

Like chalkstones that are beaten to 
dust, 

Wooden images* and incense altars 
shall not stand. 


* 26:19 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Syriac and Targum read their dead bodies; Septu- 
agint reads those inthe tombs. * 27:2 Following 
Masoretic Text (Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica), Bom- 
berg, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text (Biblia Hebraica 
Stuttgartensia), some Hebrew manuscripts, and 
Septuagint read delight; Targum reads choice 
vineyard. *27:9 Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite 
deities 


26:18 brought forth wind. Even the faithful follow- 
ers of the Lord cannot bring new life to the earth. 
Only God can regenerate the world and its inhab- 
itants. The new life can come only through Jesus 
Christ, whose coming was still in the future at the 
time of Isaiah's writing. 

26:21 The earth will also disclose her blood. |n that 
day of judgment, there will be no unsolved murders, 
no injustice that is unrevealed. 

27:1 punish. The punishment in this verse links it with 
26:21; this verse is the climax of the preceding sec- 
tion. Leviathan. This creature was used to poetically 
describe various evil forces over which God has ulti- 
mate control and victory Job 3:8; Ps. 74:14). Eventually 
Leviathan (Job 41:1) became a symbol for Satan, who 
is “the dragon, that serpent of old” (Rev. 20:2). 

27:2 vineyard. The vineyard is Israel (5:7; 27:6). 
The language of the vineyard is used frequently in 


Scripture. The good vines are planted or cared for 
by God and His servants. They are supposed to bear 
good fruit and be worthy of the care of the Master. 
Sometimes the fruit is bad, sometimes the servants 
are unfaithful, but the vines always belong to God 
(Matt. 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19). 

27:3 keep it... water it. The “keeper” of the vine- 
yard contrasts with the one who will lay waste, and 
watering it “every moment” contrasts with “no rain” 
5:6). 


26:169Hos.5:15 26:17'Uohn 16:21] 26:185Ps. 
17:14 26:19 *[Ezek. 37:1-14] 4[Dan. 12:2] 26:20”Ex. 
12:22, 23 W[Ps.30:5] 26:21*Mic. 1:3 27:19Ps. 
74:13, 14 1s.51:9  27:2¢1s.5:1 41s.5:7 27:3 ls. 31:5 
27:472 Sam. 23:6 27:59|s.25:4 "Job 22:21 27:6 ‘Is. 
37:31 27:7/Is. 10:12, 17; 30:30-33  27:8* Job 23:6 
'[Ps. 78:38] 


10 Yet the fortified city will be "desolate, 

The habitation forsaken and left like a 
wilderness; 

There the calf will feed, and there it 
will lie down 

And consume its branches. 

When its boughs are withered, they 
will be broken off; 

The women come and set them on fire. 

For "it is a people of no understanding; 

Therefore He who made them will not 
have mercy on them, 

And PHe who formed them will show 
them no favor. 


1 


= 


12 And it shall come to pass in that day 
That the LoRD will thresh, 
From the channel of the River* to the 
Brook of Egypt; 
And you will be ¢gathered one by one, 
O you children of Israel. 


So it shall be in that day: 
sThe great trumpet will be blown; 
They will come, who are about to 
perish in the land of Assyria, 
And they who are outcasts in the land 
of ‘Egypt, 
And shall “worship the LORD in the 
holy mount at Jerusalem. 


1 


oe 


Woe to Ephraim and Jerusalem 
2 Woe to the crown of pride, to the 
drunkards of Ephraim, 
Whose glorious beauty is a fading 
flower 
Which is at the head of the verdant 
valleys, 
To those who are overcome with 
wine! 
2 Behold, the Lord has a mighty and 
strong one, 
a]_ike a tempest of hail and a destroying 
storm, 
Like a flood of mighty waters 
overflowing, 
Who will bring them down to the 
earth with His hand. 
3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of 
Ephraim, 
Will be trampled underfoot; 
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4 And the glorious beauty is a fading 
flower 
Which is at the head of the verdant 
valley, 
Like the first fruit before the summer, 
Which an observer sees; 
He eats it up while it is still in his hand. 


5 In that day the LorD of hosts will be 

For a crown of glory and a diadem of 
beauty 

To the remnant of His people, 

For a spirit of justice to him who sits in 
judgment, 

And for strength to those who turn 
back the battle at the gate. 


But they also have erred through 
wine, 

And through intoxicating drink are 
out of the way; 

cThe priest and the prophet have erred 

through intoxicating drink, 

They are swallowed up by wine, 

They are out of the way through 
intoxicating drink; 

They err in vision, they stumble in 
judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit and 

filth; 

No place is clean. 


9 “Whomé will he teach knowledge? 
And whom will he make to understand 
the message? 
Those just weaned from milk? 
Those just drawn from the breasts? 
10 eFor precept must be upon precept, 
precept upon precept, 
Line upon line, line upon line, 
Here a little, there a little.” 


ll For with fstammering lips and another 
tongue 
He will speak to this people, 
12 To whom He said, “This is the 2rest 
with which 
You may cause the weary to rest,” 
And, “This is the refreshing”; 
Yet they would not hear. 


*27:12 That is, the Euphrates 


27:12 thresh... be gathered. Threshing and gath- 
ering describe how the grain is separated from the 
chaff. The grain is saved or “gathered,” and the chaff 
is thrown away. Threshing can be accomplished by 
beating the grain heads with flails or driving a cart 
over the grain to separate the grain from the stalks 
and husks. The grain is then gathered in baskets and 
tossed in the air, where the wind blows away the chaff 
and bits of straw, and the ripe grain falls back down 
into the basket. 

28:1 crown of pride. The “crown of pride” on 
Ephraim’s drunkards is part of a word picture (v. 3) 
contrasting the debasing actions of a drunkard with 
the crown of flowers, which was customary to wear at 
feasts. The incongruity of this image parallels God's 
view of the debauchery of the Israelites in the beauti- 
ful land He had given them. 


28:5 diadem of beauty. The crown of the Lord of 
Hosts, which is Himself, sits in true beauty on the 
remnant of His people. Unlike the fading beauty of 
the crown of flowers, the glorious crown will be a 
lasting beauty. 

28:9 Those just weaned. A child was weaned 
between the ages of three and five, the time for ele- 
mentary moral education, which is described in verse 
10. 
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772 @ Isaiah 28:13 
13° But the word of the LORD was to them, 
“Precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept, 
Line upon line, line upon line, 
Here a little, there a little,” 
That they might go and fall backward, 
and be broken 
And snared and caught. 


44 Therefore hear the word of the LORD, 
you scornful men, 
Who rule this people who are in 
Jerusalem, 
15 Because you have said, “We have 
made a covenant with death, 
And with Sheol we are in agreement. 
When the overflowing scourge passes 
through, 
It will not come to us, 
hFor we have made lies our refuge, 
And under falsehood we have hidden 
ourselves.” 


A Cornerstone in Zion 
16Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 


“Behold, I lay in Zion ia stone for a 
foundation, 
A tried stone, a precious cornerstone, 
a sure foundation; 
Whoever believes will not act hastily. 
17 Also I will make justice the measuring 
line, 
And righteousness the plummet; 
The hail will sweep away the refuge 
of lies, 
And the waters will overflow the 
hiding place. 
18 Your covenant with death will be 
annulled, 
And your agreement with Sheol will 
not stand; 
When the overflowing scourge passes 
through, 
Then you will be trampled down by it. 
19 As often as it goes out it will take you; 
For morning by morning it will pass 
over, 
And by day and by night; 
It will be a terror just to understand 
the report.” 


20 For the bed is too short to stretch out on, 
And the covering so narrow that one 
cannot wrap himself in it. 


21 For the LORD will rise up as at Mount 
iPerazim, 
He will be angry as in the Valley of 
kGibeon— 
That He may do His work, 'His 
awesome work, 
And bring to pass His act, His unusual 
act. 
22 Now therefore, do not be mockers, 
Lest your bonds be made strong; 
For I have heard from the Lord GoD 
of hosts, 
mA destruction determined even upon 
the whole earth. 


Listen to the Teaching of God 
23° Give ear and hear my voice, 
Listen and hear my speech. 
24 Does the plowman keep plowing all 
day to sow? 
Does he keep turning his soil and 
breaking the clods? 

25 When he has leveled its surface, 
Does he not sow the black cummin 
And scatter the cummin, 

Plant the wheat in rows, 
The barley in the appointed place, 
And the spelt in its place? 

26 For He instructs him in right judgment, 

His God teaches him. 


27 For the black cummin is not threshed 
with a threshing sledge, 
Nor is a cartwheel rolled over the 
cummin; 
But the black cummin is beaten out 
with a stick, 
And the cummin with a rod. 
28 Bread flour must be ground; 
Therefore he does not thresh it forever, 
Break it with his cartwheel, 
Or crush it with his horsemen. 
29 This also comes from the LorD of hosts, 
nWho is wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in guidance. 


Woe to Jerusalem 
29 “Woe “to Ariel,* to Ariel, the city 
bwhere David dwelt! 
Add year to year; 
Let feasts come around. 


* 29:1 That is, Jerusalem 


28:13 fall backward, and be broken. |n keeping 
with their drunken habits, the people would not be 
able to hear the teaching of the Lord. 

28:14 scornful. The scornful, or scoffers, are worse 
than fools. Beyond choosing what is bad, they 
despise what is good (Ps. 1:1). 

28:16 precious cornerstone. The apostles identified 
the cornerstone as Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:4—6). 

28:20 bed... covering. The word picture of the short 
bed and inadequate covering is an illustration of the 
inadequacy of any security that is not based ona rela- 
tionship with the living God as He has outlined it in 
Scripture. 


28:27 cummin... threshing sledge. Cummin can- 
not be threshed with a sledge. The cart and sledge 
are too large for such a fine seed (27:12). 

28:29 wonderful in counsel. The wisdom that the 
farmer uses to tend his crops comes from God, the 
source of all good counsel. 

29:1 Ariel. Ariel probably means “altar” (Ezek. 
43:15-16). The destruction and bloodshed in Jeru- 
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2 Yet I will distress Ariel; 
There shall be heaviness and sorrow, 
And it shall be to Me as Ariel. 
3 I will encamp against you all around, 
I will lay siege against you with a 
mound, 
And I will raise siegeworks against 
you. 
4 You shall be brought down, 
You shall speak out of the ground; 
Your speech shall be low, out of the 
dust; 
Your voice shall be like a medium’s, 
cout of the ground; 
And your speech shall whisper out of 
the dust. 


5 “Moreover the multitude of your ¢foes 
Shall be like fine dust, 
And the multitude of the terrible ones 
Like ¢chaff that passes away; 
Yes, it shall be fin an instant, 
suddenly. 
6 You will be punished by the LORD of 
hosts 
With thunder and "earthquake and 
great noise, 
With storm and tempest 
And the flame of devouring fire. 
7 iThe multitude of all the nations who 
fight against Ariel, 
Even all who fight against her and her 
fortress, 
And distress her, 
Shall be jas a dream of a night vision. 
8 k]t shall even be as when a hungry man 
dreams, 
And look—he eats; 
But he awakes, and his soul is still 
empty; 
Or as when a thirsty man dreams, 
And look—he drinks; 
But he awakes, and indeed he is faint, 
And his soul still craves: 
So the multitude of all the nations 
shall be, 
Who fight against Mount Zion.” 


The Blindness of Disobedience 
9 Pause and wonder! 
Blind yourselves and be blind! 
'They are drunk, “but not with wine; 
They stagger, but not with intoxicating 
drink. 


Isaiah 29:17 @ 773 
10 For "the LORD has poured out on you 
The spirit of deep sleep, 
And has °closed your eyes, namely, the 
prophets; 
And He has covered your heads, 
namely, Pthe seers. 


The whole vision has become to you 
like the words of a book ¢that is sealed, 
which men deliver to one who is literate, 
saying, “Read this, please.” 

rAnd he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 

12Then the book is delivered to one who 
is illiterate, saying, “Read this, please.” 

And he says, “I am not literate.” 

13Therefore the Lord said: 


s“Inasmuch as these people draw near 

with their mouths 

And honor Me twith their lips, 

But have removed their hearts far 
from Me, 

And their fear toward Me is taught by 
the commandment of men, 

14 uTherefore, behold, I will again doa 

marvelous work 

Among this people, 

A marvelous work and a wonder; 

vFor the wisdom of their wise men shall 

perish, 

And the understanding of their 
prudent men shall be hidden.” 


15 wWoe to those who seek deep to hide 
their counsel far from the LORD, 
And their works are in the dark; 
xThey say, “Who sees us?” and, “Who 
knows us?” 
16 Surely you have things turned 
around! 
Shall the potter be esteemed as the 
clay; 
For shall the ything made say of him 
who made it, 
“He did not make me”? 
Or shall the thing formed say of him 
who formed it, 
“He has no understanding”? 


Future Recovery of Wisdom 
17 Js it not yet a very little while 
Till 2Lebanon shall be turned into a 
fruitful field, 
And the fruitful field be esteemed as 
a forest? 


salem would make the city appear like an altar. The 
repetition of the term Ariel indicates the Lord’s sor- 
row over the state to which His city had fallen. where 
David dwelt. David made Jerusalem his capital and 
planned the temple that Solomon later built in that 
city. These words show God's continuing love for His 
servant David. 

29:7 as a dream. No city has suffered desolation and 
later been rebuilt like Jerusalem. One final time the 
fires of God’s wrath will be allowed to burn on the 
City of Peace. God’s eternal purpose will bring the 
city to its knees. Judgment is God's unwilling work. 
He never allows the fires of discipline to punish His 


own for no reason. When His disciplines have accom- 
plished His task, peace is sure to follow. 

29:17 Lebanon... fruitful field. This is a statement 
of sharp changes. Lebanon was a land of forests. As 
valuable as a fertile field was, a forest was even more 
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774 @ Isaiah 29:18 
18 aJn that day the deaf shall hear the 
words of the book, 
And the eyes of the blind shall see out 
of obscurity and out of darkness. 
19 bThe humble also shall increase their 
joy in the LORD, 
And cthe poor among men shall rejoice 
In the Holy One of Israel. 
20 For the terrible one is brought to 
nothing, 
d4The scornful one is consumed, 
And all who ewatch for iniquity are 
cut off— 
21 Who make a man an offender by a 
word, 
And flay a snare for him who reproves 
in the gate, 
And turn aside the just by empty 
words. 


22Therefore thus says the LORD, who re- 
deemed Abraham, concerning the house of 
Jacob: 


“Jacob shall not now be ‘ashamed, 
Nor shall his face now grow pale; 
23 But when he sees his children, 
iThe work of My hands, in his midst, 
They will hallow My name, 
And hallow the Holy One of Jacob, 
And fear the God of Israel. 
24 These also kwho erred in spirit will 
come to understanding, 
And those who complained will learn 
doctrine.” 


Futile Confidence in Egypt 
30 “Woe to the rebellious children,” 
says the LORD, 
a“Who take counsel, but not of Me, 
And who devise plans, but not of My 
Spirit, 
bThat they may add sin to sin; 
2 cWho walk to go down to Egypt, 
And ¢4have not asked My advice, 
To strengthen themselves in the 
strength of Pharaoh, 
And to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 
3 eTherefore the strength of Pharaoh 
Shall be your shame, 
And trust in the shadow of Egypt 
Shall be your humiliation. 


4 For his princes were at fZoan, 
And his ambassadors came to Hanes. 
5 sThey were all ashamed of a people 
who could not benefit them, 
Or be help or benefit, 
But a shame and also a reproach.” 


6hThe burden against the beasts of the 
South. 


Through a land of trouble and anguish, 

From which came the lioness and lion, 

iThe viper and fiery flying serpent, 

They will carry their riches on the 
backs of young donkeys, 

And their treasures on the humps of 
camels, 

To a people who shall not profit; 

7 iFor the Egyptians shall help in vain 

and to no purpose. 

Therefore I have called her 

Rahab-Hem-Shebeth.* 


A Rebellious People 
8 Now go, kwrite it before them ona 
tablet, 
And note it on a scroll, 
That it may be for time to come, 
Forever and ever: 
9 That 'this is a rebellious people, 
Lying children, 
Children who will not hear the law of 
the LORD; 
10 mWho say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
And to the prophets, “Do not prophesy 
to us right things; 
nSpeak to us smooth things, prophesy 
deceits. 
11 Get out of the way, 
Turn aside from the path, 
Cause the Holy One of Israel 
To cease from before us.” 


122Therefore thus says the Holy One of 
Israel: 


“Because you °despise this word, 
And trust in oppression and 
perversity, 
And rely on them, 


* 30:7 Literally Rahab Sits Idle 


valuable in Israel and Judah, which did not have large 
stands of trees suitable for lumber. It would indicate 
some major economic and physical changes for Leb- 
anon to become a field and for a fertile field to be as 
valuable as a forest. 

29:19 poor... rejoice. God always notices the 
poor and commands His people to do likewise. The 
poor and the humble are particularly vulnerable to 
exploitation, and God in His justice does not forget 
this when He is dealing with disobedient leaders. 
29:21 byaword...layasnare...empty words. The 
central issue in this passage is justice. The evil ones 
miscarry justice with “a word” or false testimony, 
“snare” through legal technicalities, and win cases 
with empty words or lies and clever arguments that 
obscure true justice. 


30:1 Woe. This is the fourth woe. The rebellious chil- 
dren are Hezekiah’s advisors. To the sin of injustice 
they add the sin of devising plans independently of 
God. 

30:4 Zoan... Hanes. Zoan, which was in the Nile 
delta, was the capital of Egypt at this time (19:11-13). 
Hanes was 50 miles south of Cairo. 
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13 Therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
>Like a breach ready to fall, 
A bulge in a high wall, 
Whose breaking ¢comes suddenly, in 
an instant. 
4 And He shall break it like the 
breaking of the potter’s vessel, 
Which is broken in pieces; 
He shall not spare. 
So there shall not be found among its 
fragments 
A shard to take fire from the hearth, 
Or to take water from the cistern.” 


15For thus says the Lord GoD, the Holy 
One of Israel: 


s“TIn returning and rest you shall be 

saved; 

In quietness and confidence shall be 
your strength.” 

‘But you would not, 
16 And you said, “No, for we will flee on 

horses”— 

Therefore you shall flee! 

And, “We will ride on swift horses”— 

Therefore those who pursue you shall 
be swift! 


17 uOne thousand shall flee at the threat of 
one, 
At the threat of five you shall flee, 
Till you are left as a pole on top of a 
mountain 
And as a banner on a hill. 


God Will Be Gracious 
18 Therefore the LORD will wait, that He 
may be vgracious to you; 
And therefore He will be exalted, that 
He may have mercy on you. 
For the LORD is a God of justice; 
wBlessed are all those who “wait for Him. 


19 For the people Yshall dwell in Zion at 
Jerusalem; 
You shall 2weep no more. 
He will be very gracious to you at the 
sound of your cry; 
When He hears it, He will «answer 


you. 
20 And though the Lord gives you 
bThe bread of adversity and the water 
of affliction, 
Yet cyour teachers will not be moved 
into a corner anymore, 
But your eyes shall see your teachers. 


Isaiah 30:28 @ 775 


21 Your ears shall hear a word behind 
you, saying, 
“This is the way, walk in it,” 
Whenever you ¢turn to the right hand 
Or whenever you turn to the left. 
22 eYou will also defile the covering of 
your images of silver, 
And the ornament of your molded 
images of gold. 
You will throw them away as an 
unclean thing; 
fYou will say to them, “Get away!” 


23 sThen He will give the rain for your 
seed 
With which you sow the ground, 
And bread of the increase of the 
earth; 
It will be fat and plentiful. 
In that day your cattle will feed 
In large pastures. 
24 Likewise the oxen and the young 
donkeys that work the ground 
Will eat cured fodder, 
Which has been winnowed with the 
shovel and fan. 
25. There will be “on every high mountain 
And on every high hill 
Rivers and streams of waters, 
In the day of the ‘great slaughter, 
When the towers fall. 
26 Moreover ithe light of the moon will be 
as the light of the sun, 
And the light of the sun will be 
sevenfold, 
As the light of seven days, 
In the day that the LoRD binds up the 
bruise of His people 
And heals the stroke of their wound. 


Judgment on Assyria 
27 Behold, the name of the LORD comes 
from afar, 
Burning with His anger, 
And His burden is heavy; 
His lips are full of indignation, 
And His tongue like a devouring 
fire. 
28 kHis breath is like an overflowing 
stream, 
'Which reaches up to the neck, 
To sift the nations with the sieve of 
futility; 
And there shall be ™a bridle in the 
jaws of the people, 
Causing them to err. 


30:15 confidence. A quiet, patient trust in God pro- 
vides more strength for a follower of God than any 
alliance with any other person or system. When 
danger threatens, it is difficult not to look for ways to 
use one’s own strength. It is also difficult to maintain 
inward composure and not trust in external sources 
of help. Even if we cannot imagine how we can be 
helped, if we are trusting God, we can have confi- 
dence and therefore have peace that He will not for- 
sake us in our hour of need. God may use our strength 
or the help of others, but, when we turn to God first, 
we can learn which resources, if any, are the ones He 


wants us to use. When God is first, then our decisions 
are wise. 

30:23-24 give the rain. The promises that were part 
of the original Mosaic covenant were in force again. 
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776 @ Isaiah 30:29 
29 You shall have a song 
As in the night when a holy festival is 
kept, 
And gladness of heart as when one 
goes with a flute, 
To come into "the mountain of the 
LORD, 
To the Mighty One of Israel. 
30 oThe LORD will cause His glorious 
voice to be heard, 
And show the descent of His arm, 
With the indignation of His anger 
And the flame of a devouring fire, 
With scattering, tempest, pand 
hailstones. 
31 For «through the voice of the LORD 
Assyria will be beaten down, 
As He strikes with the 'rod. 
32, And in every place where the staff of 
punishment passes, 
Which the LORD lays on him, 
Tt will be with tambourines and 
harps; 
And in battles of sbrandishing He will 
fight with it. 
3 tFor Tophet was established of old, 
Yes, for the king it is prepared. 
He has made it deep and large; 
Its pyre is fire with much wood; 
The breath of the LorD, like a stream 
of brimstone, 
Kindles it. 


The Folly of Not Trusting God 
3 Woe to those ¢who go down to 
Egypt for help, 
And rely on horses, 
Who trust in chariots because they are 
many, 
And in horsemen because they are 
very strong, 
But who do not look to the Holy One 
of Israel, 
cNor seek the LORD! 
2 Yet He also is wise and will bring 
disaster, 
And ¢will not call back His words, 
But will arise against the house of 
evildoers, 


oe 


And against the help of those who 

work iniquity. 
3 Now the Egyptians are men, and not 

God; 

And their horses are flesh, and not 
spirit. 

When the LORD stretches out His 
hand, 

Both he who helps will fall, 

And he who is helped will fall down; 

They all will perish ¢together. 


God Will Deliver Jerusalem 
4For thus the LoRD has spoken to me: 


f“As a lion roars, 

And a young lion over his prey 

(When a multitude of shepherds is 
summoned against him, 

He will not be afraid of their voice 

Nor be disturbed by their noise), 

So the LorD of hosts will come down 

To fight for Mount Zion and for its hill. 

5 sLike birds flying about, 

So will the LORD of hosts defend 
Jerusalem. 

Defending, He will also deliver it; 

Passing over, He will preserve it.” 


6Return to Him against whom the chil- 
dren of Israel have "deeply revolted. 7For 
in that day every man shall ‘throw away 
his idols of silver and his idols of gold— 
isin, which your own hands have made for 
yourselves. 


8 “Then Assyria shall #fall by a sword 
not of man, 
And a sword not of mankind shall 
'devour him. 
But he shall flee from the sword, 
And his young men shall become 
forced labor. 
9 mHe shall cross over to his stronghold 
for fear, 
And his princes shall be afraid of the 
banner,” 
Says the LORD, 
Whose fire is in Zion 
And whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 


Blessing would extend from field to flock (Deut. 
28:11-12). 

30:30 descent of His arm. The strong arm of God 
had delivered the Israelites from Egypt. Now His arm 
would descend in judgment (Ex. 6:6). 

30:33 Tophet. Tophet was a place where Judah made 
human sacrifices to the heathen god Molech. The 
prophet uses it as a picture of God's vengeance on 
the wicked. He is not picturing temporal punishment, 
but everlasting destruction. This punishment will be 
in a place that is “deep” or inescapable. Then Isaiah 
draws the picture of the punishment by fire in hell. 
Some claim that the fire is symbolic, but it should be 
remembered that the reality is always greater than 
the symbol. The bliss of the righteous cannot be 
fully comprehended, and neither can the terror that 
awaits the wicked. 

31:1 Woe. The fifth woe reaffirms the fourth woe 


(30:1—33). It, too, was addressed to those who replace 
faith in the Lord with reliance on Egypt. 

31:2 house of evildoers... help. This “house” refers 
to Judah, and their “help” refers to Egypt. 

31:7 that day. “That day” refers to the day when God 
will judge the rebellious (24:21; 26:1). God had judged 
nations from time to time over the ages (Canaan, 
Egypt, Babylon, Israel, etc.), but the final day of judg- 
ment when everything will be made new is still in the 
future (Rev. 20:11—15). 
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30:33 ‘Jer. 


A Reign of Righteousness 
3 Behold, ¢a king will reign in 
righteousness, 
And princes will rule with justice. 
2 Aman will be as a hiding place from 
the wind, 
And ba cover from the tempest, 
As rivers of water in a dry place, 
As the shadow of a great rock ina 
weary land. 
3 cThe eyes of those who see will not be 
dim, 
And the ears of those who hear will 
listen. 
4 Also the heart of the rash will 
dunderstand knowledge, 
And the tongue of the stammerers will 
be ready to speak plainly. 


5 The foolish person will no longer be 
called generous, 
Nor the miser said to be bountiful; 
6 For the foolish person will speak 
foolishness, 
And his heart will work einiquity: 
To practice ungodliness, 
To utter error against the LORD, 
To keep the hungry unsatisfied, 
And he will cause the drink of the 
thirsty to fail. 
7 Also the schemes of the schemer are 
evil; 
He devises wicked plans 
To destroy the poor with ‘lying words, 
Even when the needy speaks justice. 
8 Buta generous man devises generous 
things, 
And by generosity he shall stand. 


Consequences of Complacency 
Rise up, you women £who are at ease, 
Hear my voice; 

You complacent daughters, 
Give ear to my speech. 

10 Ina year and some days 

You will be troubled, you complacent 
women; 

For the vintage will fail, 

The gathering will not come. 

ll Tremble, you women who are at ease; 
Be troubled, you complacent ones; 
Strip yourselves, make yourselves 

bare, 
And gird sackcloth on your 
waists. 


Isaiah 33:1 & 777 
12 People shall mourn upon their breasts 
For the pleasant fields, for the fruitful 
vine. 
13 hOn the land of my people will come up 
thorns and briers, 
Yes, on all the happy homes in ‘the 
joyous city; 
14 iBecause the palaces will be forsaken, 
The bustling city will be deserted. 
The forts and towers will become lairs 


forever, 
A joy of wild donkeys, a pasture of 
flocks— 
15 Until *the Spirit is poured upon us 
from on high, 
And 'the wilderness becomes a fruitful 
field, 
And the fruitful field is counted as a 
forest. 
The Peace of God's Reign 
16 Then justice will dwell in the 
wilderness, 
And righteousness remain in the 
fruitful field. 
17 mThe work of righteousness will be 
peace, 


And the effect of righteousness, 
quietness and assurance forever. 
18 My people will dwell in a peaceful 
habitation, 
In secure dwellings, and in quiet 
nresting places, 
19 o[Though hail comes down ?on the 
forest, 
And the city is brought low in 
humiliation. 


20 Blessed are you who sow beside all 
waters, 
Who send out freely the feet of ¢the ox 
and the donkey. 


A Prayer in Deep Distress 
3 Woe to you “who plunder, though 
you have not been plundered; 
And you who deal treacherously, 
though they have not dealt 
treacherously with you! 
bWhen you cease plundering, 
You will be cplundered; 
When you make an end of dealing 
treacherously, 
They will deal treacherously with you. 


32:1 Behold. The fifth woe concludes with a proph- 
ecy about leadership and its effects. aking will reign 
inrighteousness. The prophecy concerning this king 
is fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ (7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5; 
28:16; John 10:11). princes. The princes are Jesus’ 
shepherds (1 Pet. 5:2-4). 

32:9-11 complacent. The word “complacent” has 
connotations of “trust,” as one who has taken refuge, 
or who is secure and without care. These women 
were complacent, but it was a false security. sack- 
cloth. Mourning women removed their clothing and 
wore sackcloth around their waists (Gen. 37:34). 


33:1 Woe. The sixth woe differs from the others in 
that it is addressed to Assyria, not to Judah. By focus- 
ing exclusively on Assyria’s defeat and Judah’s salva- 
tion, the prophecy magnifies Judah’s exalted King. 
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778 @ Isaiah 33:2 
2 OLORD, be gracious to us; 
dWe have waited for You. 
Be their* arm every morning, 
Our salvation also in the time of 
trouble. 
3 At the noise of the tumult the people 
eshall flee; 
When You lift Yourself up, the nations 
shall be scattered; 

4 And Your plunder shall be gathered 
Like the gathering of the caterpillar; 
As the running to and fro of locusts, 
He shall run upon them. 


5 fThe LORD is exalted, for He dwells on 
high; 
He has filled Zion with justice and 
righteousness. 
6 Wisdom and knowledge will be the 
stability of your times, 
And the strength of salvation; 
The fear of the LORD is His treasure. 


7 Surely their valiant ones shall cry 
outside, 
The ambassadors of peace shall weep 
bitterly. 

8 hThe highways lie waste, 

The traveling man ceases. 
‘He has broken the covenant, 
He has despised the cities,* 
He regards no man. 

9 iThe earth mourns and languishes, 
Lebanon is shamed and shriveled; 
Sharon is like a wilderness, 

And Bashan and Carmel shake off 
their fruits. 


Impending Judgment on Zion 
10 “Nowk I will rise,” says the LORD; 
“Now I will be exalted, 
Now I will lift Myself up. 
11 'You shall conceive chaff, 
You shall bring forth stubble; 
Your breath, as fire, shall devour you. 
12 And the people shall be like the 
burnings of lime; 
mLike thorns cut up they shall be 
burned in the fire. 
13° Hear, "you who are afar off, what I 
have done; 


And you who are near, acknowledge 
My might.” 


4 The sinners in Zion are afraid; 
Fearfulness has seized the hypocrites: 
“Who among us shall dwell with the 
devouring °fire? 
Who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings?” 
15 He who Pwalks righteously and speaks 
uprightly, 
He who despises the gain of 
oppressions, 
Who gestures with his hands, refusing 
bribes, 
Who stops his ears from hearing of 
bloodshed, 
And 4shuts his eyes from seeing evil: 
16 He will dwell on high; 
His place of defense will be the 
fortress of rocks; 
Bread will be given him, 
His water will be sure. 


The Land of the Majestic King 
17 Your eyes will see the King in His 
rbeauty; 
They will see the land that is very far off. 
18 Your heart will meditate on terror: 
s“Where is the scribe? 
Where is he who weighs? 
Where is he who counts the towers?” 
19 tYou will not see a fierce people, 
uA people of obscure speech, beyond 
perception, 
Of a stammering tongue that you 
cannot understand. 


20 vLook upon Zion, the city of our 

appointed feasts; 

Your eyes will see wJerusalem, a quiet 
home, 

A tabernacle that will not be taken 
down; 

xNot one of Yits stakes will ever be 

removed, 

Nor will any of its cords be broken. 


* 33:2 Septuagint omits their; Syriac, Targum, 
and Vulgate read our. *33:8 Following Mas- 
oretic Text and Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls read 
witnesses; Septuagint omits cities; Targum reads 
They have been removed from their cities. 


33:3 lift Yourself up. This passage refers to an exal- 
tation of the heavenly King (vv. 5,10) as He rises to 
demonstrate His glory and vindicate His justice. 

33:4 plunder. The plunder of God's war with His ene- 
mies belongs to the Lord, the true Victor (23:18; 34:2). 
33:9 Sharon... Bashan. Sharon was on the western 
coastal plain, and Bashan was on the east side of the 
Jordan. 

33:15 walks righteously. For a similar description of 
the person who can approach the Holy One, see Psalm 
1:1-2; 15:2; Galatians 5:22-25; and Ephesians 5:1-2. 
33:17 land that is very far off. The prophet’s land 
was continually threatened by the Assyrian army. 
But, in prophetic vision, Isaiah saw a little picture of 
the beauty of heaven. In the mind of the believer, the 


trials of the present fade into insignificance if he only 
contemplates that glorious time when he will dwell in 
the presence of his King. 

33:18 the scribe. The scribe who counted was the 
one who took tribute (2 Kin. 18:14). 

33:19 people of obscure speech. For a similar idea 
concerning Israel's enemies, see Deuteronomy 28:49. 
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21 But there the majestic LORD will be for 


us 
A place of broad rivers and streams, 
In which no galley with oars will sail, 
Nor majestic ships pass by 

22 (For the LORD is our zJudge, 
The Lorp is our ¢Lawgiver, 

bThe LorRD is our King; 

He will save us); 

23 Your tackle is loosed, 
They could not strengthen their mast, 
They could not spread the sail. 


Then the prey of great plunder is 
divided; 
The lame take the prey. 
24 And the inhabitant will not say, “Iam 
sick”; 
ceThe people who dwell in it will be 
forgiven their iniquity. 


Judgment on the Nations 
3 4 Come 2near, you nations, to hear; 
And heed, you people! 
bLet the earth hear, and all that is in it, 
The world and all things that come 
forth from it. 
2 For the indignation of the LORD is 
against all nations, 
And His fury against all their armies; 
He has utterly destroyed them, 
He has given them over to the 
cslaughter. 
3 Also their slain shall be thrown out; 
dTheir stench shall rise from their 
corpses, 
And the mountains shall be melted 
with their blood. 
4 eAll the host of heaven shall be 
dissolved, 
And the heavens shall be rolled up like 
a scroll; 
fAll their host shall fall down 
As the leaf falls from the vine, 
And as “fruit falling from a fig tree. 


5 “For hMy sword shall be bathed in 
heaven; 
Indeed it ‘shall come down on Edom, 
And on the people of My curse, for 
judgment. 
6 The isword of the LORD is filled with 
blood, 
It is made overflowing with fatness, 
With the blood of lambs and goats, 
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With the fat of the kidneys of rams. 

For the LORD has a sacrifice in 
Bozrah, 

And a great slaughter in the land of 
Edom. 

7 The wild oxen shall come down with 

them, 

And the young bulls with the mighty 
bulls; 

Their land shall be soaked with blood, 

And their dust saturated with fatness.” 


8 For it is the day of the LORD’s 
vengeance, 
The year of recompense for the cause 
of Zion. 
9 mJts streams shall be turned into pitch, 
And its dust into brimstone; 
Its land shall become burning pitch. 
10 Jt shall not be quenched night or day; 
nIts smoke shall ascend forever. 
oFrom generation to generation it shall 
lie waste; 
No one shall pass through it forever 
and ever. 
ll pBut the pelican and the porcupine 
shall possess it, 
Also the owl and the raven shall dwell 
in it. 
And ¢4He shall stretch out over it 
The line of confusion and the stones of 
emptiness. 
12 They shall call its nobles to the 
kingdom, 
But none shall be there, and all its 
princes shall be nothing. 


13, And ‘thorns shall come up in its 
palaces, 
Nettles and brambles in its fortresses; 
sIt shall be a habitation of jackals, 
A courtyard for ostriches. 
4 The wild beasts of the desert shall also 
meet with the jackals, 
And the wild goat shall bleat to its 
companion; 
Also the night creature shall rest 
there, 
And find for herself a place of rest. 
15 There the arrow snake shall make her 
nest and lay eggs 
And hatch, and gather them under her 
shadow; 
There also shall the hawks be 
gathered, 
Every one with her mate. 


33:22 The Lorp is our Lawgiver. The Lawgiver is 
associated with other acts of mercy (Deut. 6:1-3; 
John 1:14-18); the giving of the law was God's way to 
point out the correct path for the Israelites to follow. 
His commitment to set our feet on the right path is 
one of His acts of mercy. 

34:4 host of heaven. The host of heaven here refers 
to pagan deities (24:21; 2 Kin. 17:16). heavens shall be 
rolled up like a scroll. The old cosmos will give way 
to the new (51:6; Matt. 24:29; Rev. 6:13-14; 21:1). 

34:8 vengeance. The Lord has promised that He will 
one day right the wrongs suffered by His followers, 


but that vengeance is His and His alone (Deut. 32:35; 
Rom. 12:19). 

34:9 brimstone ... burning pitch. Brimstone and 
burning pitch may be allusions to Sodom and Gomor- 
rah (30:33; Gen. 19:24; Ezek. 38:22). 
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780 Isaiah 34:16 
16 “Search from ‘the book of the LORD, 
and read: 
Not one of these shall fail; 
Not one shall lack her mate. 
For My mouth has commanded it, and 
His Spirit has gathered them. 
17 He has cast the lot for them, 
And His hand has divided it among 
them with a measuring line. 
They shall possess it forever; 
From generation to generation they 
shall dwell in it.” 


The Future Glory of Zion 
3 The «wilderness and the wasteland 
shall be glad for them, 
And the bdesert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose; 
2 cIt shall blossom abundantly and 
rejoice, 
Even with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
to it, 
The excellence of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the ¢glory of the LORD, 
The excellency of our God. 


3 eStrengthen the weak hands, 
And make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are fearful-hearted, 
“Be strong, do not fear! 
Behold, your God will come with 
fyvengeance, 
With the recompense of God; 
He will come and save you.” 


5 Then the “eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, 
And ‘the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. 

6 Then the ‘lame shall leap like a deer, 
And the ?tongue of the dumb sing. 
For 'waters shall burst forth in the 

wilderness, 
And streams in the desert. 


7 The parched ground shall become a 
pool, 
And the thirsty land springs of water; 
In “the habitation of jackals, where 
each lay, 
There shall be grass with reeds and 
rushes. 


8 A nhighway shall be there, and a road, 
And it shall be called the Highway of 
Holiness. 
oThe unclean shall not pass over it, 
But it shall be for others. 
wee walks the road, although a 
ool, 
Shall not go astray. 
9 PNo lion shall be there, 
Nor shall any ravenous beast go up on it; 
It shall not be found there. 
But the redeemed shall walk there, 
10 And the ¢ransomed of the LorD shall 
return, 
And come to Zion with singing, 
With everlasting joy on their heads. 
They shall obtain joy and gladness, 
And sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 


Sennacherib Boasts Against 
the LorD 
3 Now it came to pass in the four- 
teenth year of King Hezekiah that 
Sennacherib king of Assyria came up 
against all the fortified cities of Judah and 
took them. 2Then the king of Assyria sent 
the Rabshakeh* with a great army from 
Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem. 
And he stood by the aqueduct from the 
upper pool, on the highway to the Fuller’s 
Field. 3And “Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, 
who was over the household, ‘Shebna the 
scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the re- 
corder, came out to him. 


* 36:2 A title, probably Chief of Staff or Governor 


35:1-2 rejoice. Isaiah 35 stands in contrast to Isaiah 
34. This chapter opens with the lilt of joy. The Arabah, 
or desert plain, shall blossom and break into bloom. 
Centuries before, Moses had warned of a day when 
the rain of this land would become “powder and 
dust” (Deut. 28:24). That day came because Israel 
was disobedient to God. But, at the second coming of 
Christ (Rev. 20:1-6), Israel will be restored spiritually, 
and with spiritual restoration comes physical bless- 
ing. When judgment is removed, great blessing fol- 
lows. Restoration follows repentance, and restoration 
is accompanied by joy. 

35:3 Strengthen the weak hands. This phrase 
is cited in Hebrews 12:12 (Josh. 1:6-7,9,18). We 
can reassure ourselves with the knowledge that 
our Savior is coming. In that day, justice will be 
restored. 

35:5-6 eyes...ears...lame...tongue. This proph- 
ecy of healings was fulfilled by Jesus (Matt. 12:22; 
Luke 4:18; 7:22), and it was this passage in Isaiah 
that Jesus referred to when He answered John the 
Baptist’s disciples who asked if He was the Expected 
One. The reply was somewhat cryptic, but it was 


something that John would understand in prison, 
without requiring Jesus to reveal Himself before it 
was time (Matt. 11:27; Luke 7:22). 

35:10 ransomed. Someone who is ransomed is 
someone who has had a price paid to set him free 
from captivity. This promise looked forward to the 
return of the political captives and, in a much fuller 
sense, to the salvation through Jesus Christ, who 
gave “His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28; Mark 
10:45; 1 Tim. 2:6). 

36:1 fourteenth year. The 14th year of King Hezeki- 
ah’s sole reign was 701 B.c. all. In his annals, Sennach- 
erib mentions 46 cities that he attacked. 

36:2 the Rabshakeh. This was probably the title of 
one of Sennacherib’s officials (2 Kin. 18:17). 
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4dThen the Rabshakeh said to them, 
“Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the 
great king, the king of Assyria: “What 
confidence is this in which you trust? 51 
say you speak of having plans and power 
for war; but they are mere words. Now in 
whom do you trust, that you rebel against 
me? 6Look! You are trusting in the estaff of 
this broken reed, Egypt, on which if aman 
leans, it will go into his hand and pierce 
it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who 
ftrust in him. 

7But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the 
LORD our God,’ is it not He whose high 
places and whose altars Hezekiah has tak- 
en away, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, 
“You shall worship before this altar’?”’ 
8Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge 
to my master the king of Assyria, and I 
will give you two thousand horses—if you 
are able on your part to put riders on them! 
9How then will you repel one captain of the 
least of my master’s servants, and put your 
trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 
10Have I now come up without the LORD 
against this land to destroy it? The LORD 
said to me, ‘Go up against this land, and 
destroy it.’” 

UThen Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah said 
to the Rabshakeh, “Please speak to your 
servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; 
and do not speak to us in Hebrew* in the 
hearing of the people who are on the wall.” 

12But the Rabshakeh said, “Has my mas- 
ter sent me to your master and to you to 
speak these words, and not to the men who 
sit on the wall, who will eat and drink their 
own waste with you?” 

183Then the Rabshakeh stood and called 
out with a loud voice in Hebrew, and said, 
“Hear the words of the great king, the king 
of Assyria! Thus says the king: ‘Do not 
let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not 
be able to deliver you; 5nor let Hezekiah 
make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The 
LORD will surely deliver us; this city will 
not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria.”’ !6Do not listen to Hezekiah; for 
thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make peace 
with me by a present and come out to me; 
Zand every one of you eat from his own 
vine and every one from his own fig tree, 
and every one of you drink the waters of 
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his own cistern; !7until I come and take you 
away to a land like your own land, a land 
of grain and new wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards. !8Beware lest Hezekiah per- 
suade you, saying, “The LORD will deliver 
us.” Has any one of the "gods of the nations 
delivered its land from the hand of the king 
of Assyria? 19Where are the gods of Ha- 
math and Arpad? Where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim? Indeed, have they delivered 
iSamaria from my hand? 20Who among all 
the gods of these lands have delivered their 
countries from my hand, that the LORD 
should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’” 

21But they held their peace and answered 
him not a word; for the king’s command- 
ment was, “Do not answer him.” 22Then 
Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over 
the household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah 
the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to 
Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told 
him the words of the Rabshakeh. 


Isaiah Assures Deliverance 
3 And 4so it was, when King Hezeki- 
ah heard it, that he tore his clothes, 
covered himself with sackcloth, and went 
into the house of the LORD. 2Then he sent 
Eliakim, who was over the household, 
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah 
the prophet, the son of Amoz. 3And they 
said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah: ‘This 
day is a day of trouble and rebuke and 
blasphemy; for the children have come 
to birth, but there is no strength to bring 
them forth. 4It may be that the LORD your 
God will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, 
whom his master the king of Assyria has 
sent to Creproach the living God, and will 
rebuke the words which the LORD your God 
has heard. Therefore lift up your prayer for 
the remnant that is left.’” 
5So the servants of King Hezekiah came 
to Isaiah. 6And Isaiah said to them, “Thus 
you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the 
LORD: “Do not be afraid of the words which 
you have heard, with which the servants 
of the king of Assyria have blasphemed 
Me. 7Surely I will send a spirit upon him, 
and he shall hear a rumor and return to his 


* 36:11 Literally Judean 


36:7 taken away. Hezekiah had destroyed the idola- 
trous high places and altars that his father Ahaz had 
built (2 Kin. 18:1—5; 2 Chr. 31:13). 

36:8 riders. Micah referred to Jerusalem's soldiers as 
merely “troops” (Mic. 5:1) compared to the enormous 
international army of Assyria. 

36:10 The Lor said to me. Ancient Middle East- 
ern conquerors liked to claim that the gods of their 
defeated enemies had joined their side (2 Chr. 35:21). 
These words about the Lord were no more than a 
boast. 

36:11 Aramaic. The Syrian language was Aramaic, 
which was the language of international diplomacy. 
36:19 have they delivered Samaria. Like the 


Assyrian king (10:11), the Rabshakeh assumed that 
different gods were worshiped in Samaria than in 
Jerusalem. 

36:22 Shebnaa. Isaiah had earlier condemned Shebna 
for presumption (22:15-23). Apparently that was a 
warning which was heeded, for his attitude was of 
mourning, repentance, and humility at this time. 
37:6 Do not be afraid. The Lord commonly reassured 
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own land; and I will cause him to fall by the 
sword in his own land.”’” 


Sennacherib’s Threat and 
Hezekiah’s Prayer 

8Then the Rabshakeh returned, and 
found the king of Assyria warring against 
Libnah, for he heard that he had departed 
from Lachish. 9And the king heard con- 
cerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “He has 
come out to make war with you.” So when 
he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezeki- 
ah, saying, !°“Thus you shall speak to Heze- 
kiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your 
God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, 
“Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand 
of the king of Assyria.” “Look! You have 
heard what the kings of Assyria have done 
to all lands by utterly destroying them; and 
shall you be delivered? !2Have the 4gods of 
the nations delivered those whom my fa- 
thers have destroyed, Gozan and Haran and 
Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in 
Telassar? 13Where is the king of ¢Hamath, 
the king of Arpad, and the king of the city 
of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?’” 

14And Hezekiah received the letter from 
the hand of the messengers, and read 
it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of 
the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 
IsThen Hezekiah prayed to the LORD, say- 
ing: 16“O LorD of hosts, God of Israel, the 
One who dwells between the cherubim, 
You are God, You falone, of all the king- 
doms of the earth. You have made heaven 
and earth. !7sIncline Your ear, O LORD, and 
hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and 
hhear all the words of Sennacherib, which 
he has sent to reproach the living God. 
18Truly, LORD, the kings of Assyria have 
laid waste all the nations and their ‘lands, 
19and have cast their gods into the fire; for 
they were inot gods, but the work of men’s 
hands—wood and stone. Therefore they 
destroyed them. 2Now therefore, O LORD 
our God, &save us from his hand, that all 
the kingdoms of the earth may ‘know that 
You are the LORD, You alone.” 


The Word of the LorD Concerning 


Sennacherib 
21Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to 
Hezekiah, saying, “Thus says the LORD 


God of Israel, ‘Because you have prayed to 
Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, 
22this is the word which the LORD has spo- 
ken concerning him: 


“The virgin, the daughter of Zion, 
Has despised you, laughed you to 
scorn; 
The daughter of Jerusalem 
Has shaken her head behind your back! 


23 “Whom have you reproached and 
blasphemed? 
Against whom have you raised your 
voice, 
And lifted up your eyes on high? 
Against the Holy One of Israel. 
24 By your servants you have reproached 
the Lord, 
And said, ‘By the multitude of my 
chariots 
Ihave come up to the height of the 
mountains, 
To the limits of Lebanon; 
I will cut down its tall cedars 
And its choice cypress trees; 
I will enter its farthest height, 
To its fruitful forest. 
25 | have dug and drunk water, 
And with the soles of my feet I have 
dried up 
All the brooks of defense.’ 


26 “Did you not hear ™long ago 
How I made it, 
From ancient times that I formed it? 
Now [ have brought it to pass, 
That you should be 
For crushing fortified cities into heaps 
of ruins. 
27 Therefore their inhabitants had little 
power; 
They were dismayed and confounded; 
They were as the grass of the field 
And the green herb, 
As the grass on the housetops 
And grain blighted before it is 
grown. 


28 “But I know your dwelling place, 
Your going out and your coming in, 
And your rage against Me. 

29 Because your rage against Me and 

your tumult 
Have come up to My ears, 


His servants with these words (7:4; 35:4; Gen. 15:1; 
Josh. 1:9). We have no reason to fear if our trust is in 
the all-powerful God (Heb. 13:6). 

37:10 Thus you shall speak. Blasphemous and mali- 
cious designs against God and His people should moti- 
vate us to rely completely on the Lord and earnestly 
seek His strength. The response of God’s people to blas- 
phemers must never be incited by personal feelings, 
but by the desire that “all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that You are the LorpD, You alone” (v. 20). 
37:21 Thus says the LorD God. Hezekiah’s plea for 
help against the Assyrian menace brought a word 
from the Lord. Hezekiah was assured that the Lord 
was in absolute charge, even to the extent that 


the Assyrian king's activities were brought about 
through God's own plan (v. 26). Sennacherib’s forces 
fell before the mighty power of the angel of the Lord 
v. 36), as a witness to the truth of the Word of God 
that the king's heart is turned by the hand of the Lord 
Prov. 21:1). 

37:29 My hook in your nose. The Assyrians dragged 
prisoners away with a hook in the nose. The Lord’s 
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Therefore "I will put My hook in your 
nose 

And My bridle in your lips, 

And I will turn you back 

By the way which you came. 


30“This shall be a sign to you: 


9 


You shall eat this year such as grows 
of itself, 
And the second year what springs 
from the same; 
Also in the third year sow and reap, 
Plant vineyards and eat the fruit of 
them. 
31 And the remnant who have escaped of 
the house of Judah 
Shall again take root downward, 
And bear fruit upward. 
32 For out of Jerusalem shall go a 
remnant, 
And those who escape from Mount 
Zion. 
The »zeal of the LoRD of hosts will do 
this. 


33“Therefore thus says the LORD con- 
cerning the king of Assyria: 


‘He shall not come into this city, 
Nor shoot an arrow there, 
Nor come before it with shield, 
Nor build a siege mound against it. 
34 By the way that he came, 
By the same shall he return; 
And he shall not come into this city,’ 
Says the LORD. 
35 ‘For I will defend this city, to save it 
For My own sake and for My servant 
rDavid’s sake.’” 


Sennacherib’s Defeat and Death 

36Then the sangel* of the LORD went out, 
and killed in the camp of the Assyrians 
one hundred and eighty-five thousand; 
and when people arose early in the morn- 
ing, there were the corpses—all dead. 37So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and 
went away, returned home, and remained 
at Nineveh. 38Now it came to pass, as he 
was worshiping in the house of Nisroch 
his god, that his sons Adrammelech and 
Sharezer struck him down with the sword; 
and they escaped into the land of Ararat. 
Then tEsarhaddon his son reigned in his 
place. 
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Hezekiah’s Life Extended 
3 In ¢those days Hezekiah was sick 
and near death. And Isaiah the 

prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him 
and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: 
b‘Set your house in order, for you shall die 
and not live.’” 

2Then Hezekiah turned his face toward 
the wall, and prayed to the LORD, sand 
said, “‘Remember now, O LORD, I pray, 
how I have walked before You in truth and 
with a loyal heart, and have done what is 
good in Your 4sight.” And Hezekiah wept 
bitterly. 

4And the word of the LORD came to Isa- 
iah, saying, 5“Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus 
says the LORD, the God of David your 
father: “I have heard your prayer, I have 
seen your tears; surely I will add to your 
days fifteen years. ®I will deliver you and 
this city from the hand of the king of As- 
syria, and ¢I] will defend this city.”’ 7And 
this is fthe sign to you from the LORD, that 
the LORD will do this thing which He has 
spoken: 8Behold, I will bring the shadow 
on the sundial, which has gone down with 
the sun on the sundial of Ahaz, ten de- 
grees backward.” So the sun returned ten 
degrees on the dial by which it had gone 
down. 

9This is the writing of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, when he had been sick and had re- 
covered from his sickness: 


10 J said, 
“In the prime of my life 
Ishall go to the gates of Sheol; 
Iam deprived of the remainder of my 
years.” 
ll JTsaid, 
“T shall not see YAH, 
The Lorp* in the land of the 
living; 
I shall observe man no more among 
the inhabitants of the world.* 
12 hMy life span is gone, 
Taken from me like a shepherd’s 
tent; 
I have cut off my life like a weaver. 
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* 37:36 Or Angel *38:11 Hebrew YAH, YAH ® Fol- 
lowing some Hebrew manuscripts; Masoretic Text 
and Vulgate read rest; Septuagint omits among 
the inhabitants of the world; Targum reads land. 


judgment was coming, and soon the Assyrians would 
experience being pulled away where they did not 
want to go. 

37:36 angel of the Lorp ... killed. This verse is the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to take vengeance on 
those who trouble His people (34:8). 

37:38 Esarhaddon. Esarhaddon began his reign in 
681 B.C. 

38:5 add to your days. Hezekiah had no male heir 
at the time of his illness. Manasseh, the successor 
to his throne, was 12 when Hezekiah died (2 Kin. 
20:21—21:1). 

38:9 writing of Hezekiah. Scriptures attest to King 


Hezekiah’s interest in devotional literature. Appar- 
ently, he instructed his scribes to compile some of 
the proverbs of Solomon (Prov. 25:1). He ordered 
the Levites to worship God with the psalms of David 
and Asaph (2 Chr. 29:30), and the song of praise (vv. 
10-20) has some similarities with those psalms. 
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784 Isaiah 38:13 
He cuts me off from the loom; 
From day until night You make an end 
of me. 
13 [ have considered until morning— 
Like a lion, 
So He breaks all my bones; 
From day until night You make an end 
of me. 
M4 Like a crane or a swallow, so I 
chattered; 
iT mourned like a dove; 
My eyes fail from looking 
upward. 
O LorD,* I am oppressed; 
Undertake for me! 


“What shall I say? 
He has both spoken to me,* 
And He Himself has done it. 
I shall walk carefully all my 
years 
iIn the bitterness of my soul. 
O Lord, by these things men live; 
And in all these things is the life of my 
spirit; 
So You will restore me and make me 
live. 
17 Indeed it was for my own peace 
That I had great bitterness; 
But You have lovingly delivered my 
soul from the pit of 
corruption, 
For You have cast all my sins behind 
Your back. 
For Sheol cannot thank You, 
Death cannot praise You; 
Those who go down to the pit cannot 
hope for Your truth. 
The living, the living man, he shall 
praise You, 
As I do this day; 
'The father shall make known Your 
truth to the children. 


20 “The LORD was ready to save me; 
Therefore we will sing my songs with 
stringed instruments 
All the days of our life, in the house of 
the LORD.” 


21INow Isaiah had said, “Let them take 
alump of figs, and apply it as a poultice on 
the boil, and he shall recover.” 

22 And "Hezekiah had said, “What is the 
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sign that I shall go up to the house of the 
LORD?” 


The Babylonian Envoys 
39 At ¢that time Merodach-Baladan* 
the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, 
sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for 
he heard that he had been sick and had 
recovered. 2And Hezekiah was pleased 
with them, and showed them the house 
of his treasures—the silver and gold, the 
spices and precious ointment, and all his 
armory—all that was found among his 
treasures. There was nothing in his house 
or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did 
not show them. 

3Then Isaiah the prophet went to King 
Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these 
men Say, and from where did they come to 
you?” 

So Hezekiah said, “They came to me 
from a cfar country, from Babylon.” 

4And he said, “What have they seen in 
your house?” 

So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen 
all that is in my house; there is nothing 
among my treasures that I have not shown 
them.” 

5Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear 
the word of the LorRD of hosts: 6‘Behold, 
the days are coming ¢when all that is in 
your house, and what your fathers have 
accumulated until this day, shall be car- 
ried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,’ says 
the LorD. 7‘And they shall take away some 
of your esons who will descend from you, 
whom you will beget; and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Bab- 
ylon.’” 

8So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, f“The word 
of the LORD which you have spoken is 
good!” For he said, “At least there will be 
peace and truth in my days.” 


God's People Are Comforted 


40 “Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” 
Says your God. 


* 38:14 Following Bomberg; Masoretic Text and 
Dead Sea Scrolls read Lord. *38:15 Following 
Masoretic Text and Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls and 
Targum read And shall I say to Him; Septuagint 
omits first half of this verse. *39:1 Spelled 
Berodach-Baladan in 2 Kings 20:12 


38:22 sign. Depending on one’s attitude, the request 
for a sign may express either unbelief (Matt. 12:39; 
John 6:30) or faith (v. 7). The healing of a boil would 
be the sign that the Lord would save Hezekiah (vv. 
20-21). 

39:1 recovered. The miracle of the sundial (38:8) 
would have held special interest for the astronomy- 
minded Babylonians (2 Chr. 32:31). 

39:2 showed them the house of his treasures. 
Hezekiah was flattered to receive the attention of 
the Babylonian delegation and wanted to show how 
important he was. 

40:1—55:13 Comfort. This section is addressed to 
the Babylonian exiles in a prophetic manner. This 


book of comfort, written about 150 years before the 
time of Cyrus, promised the exiles from Judah that 
they would return to Jerusalem (40:1-2). The resto- 
ration after the exile pointed to the coming of the 
Lord’s kingdom. In Isaiah’s prophecy, this first taste of 
salvation merges with predictions of the full salvation 
that Jesus Christ would bring. 
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30:9; 88:11; 115:17 
20:7. 38:22"2Kin.20:8 39:192 Kin. 20:12-19 
39:22 Chr. 32:25,31 39:3°Deut.28:49 39:6 4Jer. 
20:5 39:7@Dan.1:1-7  39:8/1 Sam. 3:18 


38:15/Job 7:11; 10:1 38:18*Ps. 6:5; 
38:19/Deut. 4:9;6:7  38:212Kin. 


2 “Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry 
out to her, 
That her warfare is ended, 
That her iniquity is pardoned; 
4For she has received from the LORD’s 
hand 
Double for all her sins.” 


3 bThe voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 
c“Prepare the way of the LORD; 
dMake straight in the desert* 
A highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be exalted 
And every mountain and hill brought 
low; 
eThe crooked places shall be made 
straight 
And the rough places smooth; 
5 The /fglory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, 
And all flesh shall see it together; 
For the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” 


6 The voice said, “Cry out!” 
And he* said, “What shall I cry?” 


s“All flesh is grass, 

And all its loveliness is like the flower 

of the field. 
7 The grass withers, the flower 

fades, 

Because the breath of the LORD blows 
upon it; 

Surely the people are grass. 
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8 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
But ’the word of our God stands 
forever.” 


9 O Zion, 
You who bring good tidings, 
Get up into the high mountain; 
O Jerusalem, 
You who bring good tidings, 
Lift up your voice with strength, 
Lift it up, be not afraid; 
Say to the cities of Judah, “Behold 
your God!” 


10 Behold, the Lord GoD shall come with 
a strong hand, 
And ‘His arm shall rule for Him; 
Behold, jHis reward is with Him, 
And His work before Him. 

ll He will kfeed His flock like a shepherd; 
He will gather the lambs with His arm, 
And carry them in His bosom, 

And gently lead those who are with 
young. 


12 [Who has measured the waters* in the 
hollow of His hand, 
Measured heaven with a span 


* 40:3 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, 

and Vulgate; Septuagint omits in the desert. 

* 40:6 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, and Vulgate read I. 
* 40:12 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls read waters of the sea; 
Targum reads waters of the world. 


40:2-5 Preparing the Way—Biblical scholars think 
this passage was originally intended to encourage 
the Israelite exiles, who were looking forward to their 
return to Israel. The obstacles to getting back home 
included both a release from slavery and a journey of 
hundreds of miles on foot through hostile territory. 
There was also much to be apprehensive about when 
they arrived home. How were they ever going to be 
able to rebuild their communities when they were 
virtually penniless and without resources? 

Scholars also see this passage as one of the key 
messianic prophecies. The image of verses 3-4 is that 
of the ancient Near Eastern practice of “rolling out the 
red carpet” for a visiting monarch. Mark makes use of 
these verses to describe the ministry of John the Bap- 
tist, as the prophet urges people to prepare for the 
coming of the Messiah. 

Both applications point to the same concepts. 
God is saying, “Trust Me, | will make it right. | will 
make a way through the obstacles. No matter how 
large the obstacles, | will overcome them.” We should 
see these as some of the strongest words of comfort 
in the Bible. 

40:2 Jerusalem. |n this case, Jerusalem represents 
the exiles. warfare. Warfare refers to Israel’s hard 
service in Babylon. 

40:3 voice of one crying. John referred to this pas- 
sage to explain who he was (John 1:23) as the fore- 
runner of Christ. 

40:5 glory... shall be revealed. The glory of the 
Lord is revealed in the restoration of the captives, but 
ina fuller sense it is revealed in the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Luke 2:29-32; John 1:14). 


40:9 good tidings. Good news from God to man can 
always be properly described as “gospel.” Here, the 
glad tidings are that the God who once delivered His 
captive people from bondage in Egypt is again at 
hand to rescue and protect His beleaguered Israel- 
ites. The assurance that God is with us (7:14; John 1:14) 
to save is at the heart of the Christian gospel (1 Cor. 
15:34), and it is always “good news,” even when it is 
something we have heard before. 

40:12-31 God’s Sovereignty over the Nations— 
God controls the destinies of rulers and politicians 
and public figures, no matter how much power they 
think they have. When times are rough, we wonder 
if God is really in charge. We wonder why He lets us 
get moved around by so many economic and politi- 
cal forces beyond our control. We sometimes wonder 
if He really even cares about what is going on in the 
world or our lives. If He really is in charge, does He 
know what He is doing? 

The testimony of Isaiah is a resounding Yes! Nations 
may rise and fall. Rulers may come and go. God remains 
both Starter and Finisher. The circumstances that sur- 
round us are temporary conditions in the scheme of 
eternity. As God sustains the stars in heaven and the 
whole universe, He sustains our lives. We may not be 
able to say that easily every day, but if we keep coming 
back to Him, He will not disappoint us. 

40:12 span. A span is the width of an outstretched 
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786 Isaiah 40:13 
And calculated the dust of the earth in 
a measure? 
Weighed the mountains in scales 
And the hills in a balance? 
13mWho has directed the Spirit of the 
LORD, 
Or as His counselor has taught Him? 
144 With whom did He take counsel, and 
who instructed Him, 
And "taught Him in the path of justice? 
Who taught Him knowledge, 
And showed Him the way of 
understanding? 


15 Behold, the nations are asa dropina 
bucket, 
And are counted as the small dust on 
the scales; 
Look, He lifts up the isles as a very 
little thing. 
16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, 
Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt 
offering. 
17 All nations before Him are as 
onothing, 
And Pthey are counted by Him less 
than nothing and worthless. 


18 To whom then will you “liken God? 
Or what likeness will you compare to 
Him? 
19 rThe workman molds an image, 
The goldsmith overspreads it with 
gold, 
And the silversmith casts silver 
chains. 
20 Whoever is too impoverished for such 
a contribution 
Chooses a tree that will not rot; 
He seeks for himself a skillful 
workman 
sTo prepare a carved image that will 
not totter. 


21 tHave you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the 
beginning? 
Have you not understood from the 
foundations of the earth? 
22 It is He who sits above the circle of the 
earth, 
And its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers, 


Who “stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain, 
And spreads them out like a vtent to 
dwell in. 
23 He brings the »princes to nothing; 
He makes the judges of the earth 
useless. 


24 Scarcely shall they be planted, 
Scarcely shall they be sown, 
Scarcely shall their stock take root in 

the earth, 
When He will also blow on them, 
And they will wither, 
And the whirlwind will take them 
away like stubble. 


25 “Tox whom then will you liken Me, 
Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the 
Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high, 
And see who has created these 
things, 
Who brings out their host by 
number; 
yHe calls them all by name, 
By the greatness of His might 
And the strength of His power; 
Not one is missing. 


27 zWhy do you say, O Jacob, 
And speak, O Israel: 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
And my just claim is passed over by 
my God”? 
28 Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 
The everlasting God, the LORD, 
The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Neither faints nor is weary. 
aHis understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the weak, 
And to those who have no might He 
increases strength. 
30 Even the youths shall faint and be 
weary, 
And the young men shall utterly fall, 
31 But those who >wait on the LORD 
cShall renew their strength; 
They shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not faint. 


hand. This verse dramatically imposes images of the 
grandeur of God. 

40:15 nations are as a drop in a bucket. Wicked 
nations have no power to thwart the purposes of God 
(Ps. 2:16). 

40:19-20 image. Many idols were made with wood, 
then overlaid with gold. The poor had to choose the 
best wood available and hope it was good enough. 
But of what value is the prayer of a poor man to a 
plain idol? What is the value of the rich to one cov- 
ered with gold? To both questions, the answer is 
“none.” 

40:26 who has created these things. The Bab- 
ylonian gods were identified with the heavenly bod- 
ies. These words would have been comforting and 


encouraging to the Israelites who had learned to say 
no to Babylon and yes to the Lord. 

40:27 my just claim is passed over. The captives in 
their weariness may have complained that they were 
orgotten by God. 

40:31 wait. To “wait” for the Lord entails confident 
expectation and active hope, never passive resigna- 
tion. 
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Israel Assured of God's Help 
41 “Keep 4silence before Me, 
O coastlands, 
And let the people renew their 
strength! 
Let them come near, then let them 
speak; 
Let us come near together for 
judgment. 


2 “Who raised up one ‘from the east? 
Who in righteousness called him to 
His feet? 
Who ¢gave the nations before him, 
And made him rule over king's? 
Who gave them as the dust to his 
sword, 
As driven stubble to his bow? 
3 Who pursued them, and passed safely 
By the way that he had not gone with 
his feet? 
4 eWho has performed and done it, 
Calling the generations from the 
beginning? 
‘I, the LORD, am ‘the first; 
And with the last I am #He.’” 


5 The coastlands saw it and feared, 
The ends of the earth were afraid; 
They drew near and came. 

6 hEveryone helped his neighbor, 
And said to his brother, 

“Be of good courage!” 

7 iSo the craftsman encouraged the 

igoldsmith; 

He who smooths with the hammer 
inspired him who strikes the 
anvil, 

Saying, “It is ready for the soldering”; 

Then he fastened it with pegs, 

kThat it might not totter. 


8 “But you, Israel, are My servant, 
Jacob whom I have !chosen, 
The descendants of Abraham My 
mfriend. 
9 You whom I have taken from the ends 
of the earth, 
And called from its farthest regions, 
And said to you, 
“You are My servant, 
Ihave chosen you and have not cast 
you away: 
10 nFear not, °for I am with you; 
Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, 
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Yes, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with My righteous 
right hand.’ 


11 “Behold, all those who were incensed 
against you 
Shall be Pashamed and disgraced; 
They shall be as nothing, 
And those who strive with you shall 
perish. 
12 You shall seek them and not find 
them— 
Those who contended with you. 
Those who war against you 
Shall be as nothing, 
As a nonexistent thing. 
13 For I, the LORD your God, will hold 
your right hand, 
Saying to you, ‘Fear not, I will help you.’ 


14 “Fear not, you ¢worm Jacob, 
You men of Israel! 
I will help you,” says the LORD 
And your Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel. 

15 “Behold, "I will make you into a new 
threshing sledge with sharp 
teeth; 

You shall thresh the mountains and 
beat them small, 
And make the hills like chaff. 

16 You shall swinnow them, the wind 
shall carry them away, 

And the whirlwind shall scatter them; 
You shall rejoice in the LORD, 
And glory in the Holy One of Israel. 


17 “The poor and needy seek water, but 
there is none, 
Their tongues fail for thirst. 
I, the LORD, will hear them; 
I, the God of Israel, will not “forsake 
them. 
18 J will open “rivers in desolate heights, 
And fountains in the midst of the 
valleys; 
I will make the “wilderness a pool of 
water, 
And the dry land springs of water. 
19 J will plant in the wilderness the cedar 
and the acacia tree, 
The myrtle and the oil tree; 
I will set in the xdesert the cypress tree 
and the pine 
And the box tree together, 


41:2 one from the east. This refers to Cyrus, king of 
Persia (559-530 B.c.; see 46:11). 

41:4 first ... last. The Lord also refers to Himself 
as the first and last in Revelation 22:13, when He is 
speaking to the apostle John of the things that will 
happen at the end of the age. This description speaks 
of His sovereignty over all time. 

41:14 Redeemer. For Israel, the redeemer was the 
family protector of distressed relatives, who could 
avenge murder (Num. 35:19) and redeem indentured 
slaves (Lev. 25:47—49). When the Lord is called the 
Redeemer, the title highlights His zeal to defend, pro- 
tect, and purchase back His people (49:26). 


41:16 winnow them. As threshed grain is tossed in 
the air or “winnowed" to separate the chaff, so the vic- 
torious people of God would be able to “blow away” 
their enemies. 
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788 Isaiah 41:20 
20 yThat they may see and know, 
And consider and understand together, 
That the hand of the LORD has done 
this, 
And the Holy One of Israel has 
created it. 


The Futility of Idols 
21 “Present your case,” says the LORD. 
“Bring forth your strong reasons,” says 
the 7King of Jacob. 
22 “Teta them bring forth and show us 
what will happen; 
Let them show the »former things, 
what they were, 
That we may consider them, 
And know the latter end of them; 
Or declare to us things to come. 
23 cShow the things that are to come 
hereafter, 
That we may know that you are gods; 
Yes, do good or do evil, 
That we may be dismayed and see it 
together. 
24 Indeed eyou are nothing, 
And your work is nothing; 
He who chooses you is an abomination. 


25 “T have raised up one from the north, 
And he shall come; 
From the rising of the sun ‘he shall call 
on My name; 
And he shall come against princes as 
though mortar, 
As the potter treads clay. 
26 hWho has declared from the beginning, 
that we may know? 
And former times, that we may say, 
‘He is righteous’? 
Surely there is no one who shows, 
Surely there is no one who declares, 
Surely there is no one who hears your 
words. 
27 iThe first time ‘I said to Zion, 
‘Look, there they are!’ 
And I will give to Jerusalem one who 
brings good tidings. 
28 kFor I looked, and there was no man; 
I looked among them, but there was 
no counselor, 
Who, when I asked of them, could 
answer a word. 


29 [Indeed they are all worthless;* 
Their works are nothing; 
Their molded images are wind and 
confusion. 


The Servant of the LorD 
42 “Behold! “My Servant whom I 
uphold, 
My Elect One in whom My soul 
bdelights! 
cJ have put My Spirit upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the 
Gentiles. 
2 He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, 
Nor cause His voice to be heard in the 
street. 
3 A bruised reed He will not break, 
And smoking flax He will not quench; 
He will bring forth justice for truth. 
4 He will not fail nor be discouraged, 
Till He has established justice in the 
earth; 
dAnd the coastlands shall wait for His 
law.” 


5 Thus says God the LorD, 
eWho created the heavens and 
stretched them out, 
Who spread forth the earth and that 
which comes from it, 
fWho gives breath to the people on it, 
And spirit to those who walk on it: 
6 “T,¢the LORD, have called You in 
righteousness, 
And will hold Your hand; 
I will keep You “and give You as a 
covenant to the people, 
As ‘a light to the Gentiles, 
7 iTo open blind eyes, 
To &bring out prisoners from the 
prison, 
Those who sit in ‘darkness from the 
prison house. 
8 Tamthe LORD, that is My name; 
And My “glory I will not give to 
another, 
Nor My praise to carved images. 


* 41:29 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Syriac, and Targum read noth- 
ing; Septuagint omits the first line. 


41:21 Present your case. The Lord is addressing the 
idols in this passage. He is pointing out that only the 
Lord can tell the past or the future; He challenges the 
idols to prove themselves, but they cannot. 

41:24 abomination. An abomination is something 
that causes revulsion. If the Lord regards idol wor- 
shipers as an abomination, we should too. 

41:25 from the north. The conquest of Media by 
Cyrus (550 B.C.) made him master of the territories 
north of Babylon. Cyrus did not personally know 
God (45:4), but he nevertheless called on God’s name 
when he released the exiles (2 Chr. 36:23; Ezra 1:1—4). 
42:1 My Servant. The Lord formally presents His 
servant. This title is identified with Jesus Christ in the 
New Testament. This is the beginning of the first song 
of the Suffering Servant (vv. 1-13). 


42:3 bruised reed... smoking flax. The Servant will 
restore that which is broken; He will not break or snuff 
out the needy. 

42:6 covenant. The Servant will institute a new cov- 
enant binding Israel to the Lord (49:8). The prophets 
refer to this new covenant as a “covenant of peace” 
(54:10; Ezek. 34:25); an “everlasting covenant” (which 


41:20YJob 12:9 41:2121s.43:15  41:2241s. 45:21 ©ls. 
43:9 41:23 ¢Uohn 13:19] @Jer.10:5  41:24¢[1 Cor. 
8:4) 41:25/Ezra 1:2 9Is.41:2 41:26 "Is. 43:9 

41:27 Is. 41:4 /Is.40:9  41:28*1s.63:5 41:29! Is. 
41:24 42:14 (Phil. 2:7] © Matt. 3:17; 17:5 ¢[Is. 11:2] 
42:44 [Gen. 49:10] 42:5¢Zech. 12:1 fActs 17:25 

42:6 IIs. 43:1 "Is. 49:8 ‘Luke 2:32 42:7/Is. 35:5 KLuke 
4:18 'Is.9:2. 42:8'Is. 48:11 


9 Behold, the former things have come 
to pass, 
And new things I declare; 
Before they spring forth I tell you of 
them.” 


Praise to the LorD 
10 nSing to the LORD a new song, 
And His praise from the ends of the 
earth, 
You who go down to the sea, and all 
that is in it, 
You coastlands and you inhabitants 
of them! 
ll Let the wilderness and its cities lift up 
their voice, 
The villages that Kedar inhabits. 
Let the inhabitants of Sela sing, 
Let them shout from the top of the 
mountains. 
12, Let them give glory to the LORD, 
And declare His praise in the 
coastlands. 
13. The LoRD shall go forth like a mighty 
man; 
He shall stir up His zeal like a man of 
war. 
He shall cry out, Pyes, shout aloud; 
He shall prevail against His enemies. 


Promise of the LorD’s Help 
14 “T have held My peace a long time, 
I have been still and restrained Myself. 
Now I will cry like a woman in labor, 
I will pant and gasp at once. 
15 [ will lay waste the mountains and 
hills, 
And dry up all their vegetation; 
I will make the rivers coastlands, 
And I will dry up the pools. 
16 | will bring the blind by a way they did 
not know; 
I will lead them in paths they have not 
known. 
I will make darkness light before 
them, 
And crooked places straight. 
These things I will do for them, 
And not forsake them. 
17 They shall be ¢turned back, 
They shall be greatly ashamed, 
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Who trust in carved images, 

Who say to the molded images, 

“You are our gods.’ 


18 “Hear, you deaf; 
And look, you blind, that you may see. 
19 rWho is blind but My servant, 
Or deaf as My messenger whom I 
send? 
Who is blind as he who is perfect, 
And blind as the LORD’s servant? 
20 Seeing many things, sbut you do not 
observe; 
Opening the ears, but he does not 
hear.” 


Israel’s Obstinate Disobedience 
21 The LORD is well pleased for His 
righteousness’ sake; 
He will exalt the law and make it 
honorable. 
22 But this is a people robbed and 
plundered; 
All of them are snared in holes, 
And they are hidden in prison houses; 
They are for prey, and no one delivers; 
For plunder, and no one says, “Restore!” 


23 Who among you will give ear to this? 
Who will listen and hear for the time 
to come? 
24 Who gave Jacob for plunder, and Israel 
to the robbers? 
Was it not the LORD, 
He against whom we have sinned? 
tFor they would not walk in His ways, 
Nor were they obedient to His law. 
25 Therefore He has poured on him the 
fury of His anger 
And the strength of battle; 
uJt has set him on fire all around, 
vYet he did not know; 
And it burned him, 
Yet he did not take it to wheart. 


The Redeemer of Israel 
4 But now, thus says the LORD, who 
created you, O Jacob, 
And He who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, ¢for I have redeemed you; 
>] have called you by your name; 


You are Mine. 


is also associated with the Davidic covenant, 55:3); a 
“new covenant” (Jer. 31:31-34); and most often sim- 
ply as covenant. people. The “people” refers to the 
Gentiles. 

42:17 molded images. Why is idolatry so terrible in 
God's sight? Several reasons may be given. It displays 
a total ignorance of the true nature and being of 
the Creator. He is invisible, eternal, all-knowing, and 
all-present Spirit, without limitations. Idolatry usu- 
ally reduces the concept of God to an ugly metal or 
wooden object, which is almost always perceived as 
evil and bloodthirsty, selfish and capricious. Finally, 
idolatry provides absolutely no indication of those 
characteristics closest to God’s heart—His love, 
mercy, grace, and holiness. 


42:18-25 Hear, you deaf. This prophecy, justifying 
the exile as punishment, consists of two parts. First, 
the Lord addresses the fact that the people did not 
listen to Him. 

42:24 sinned. The second part of the prophecy 
addresses the sin of the exiles, which was the reason 
or the punishment. 

43:1 thus says the Lorb. This statement emphasizes 
the authority of the words that will follow. 
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2 cWhen you pass through the waters, 41 
will be with you; 
And through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow you. 
When you ¢walk through the fire, you 
shall not be burned, 
Nor shall the flame scorch you. 

3 For I amthe LorD your God, 

The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 
fl gave Egypt for your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in your place. 

4 Since you were precious in My sight, 

You have been honored, 

And I have £loved you; 

Therefore I will give men for you, 
And people for your life. 

hFear not, for Iam with you; 

I will bring your descendants from the 
east, 
And igather you from the west; 

6 J will say to the ‘north, ‘Give them up!’ 

And to the south, ‘Do not keep them 
back!’ 

Bring My sons from afar, 

And My daughters from the ends of 
the earth— 

7 Everyone who is ®called by My name, 
Whom |I have created for My glory; 
Ihave formed him, yes, I have made 

him.” 


a 


oo 


mBring out the blind people who have 
eyes, 
And the "deaf who have ears. 
Let all the nations be gathered 
together, 
And let the people be assembled. 
oWho among them can declare this, 
And show us former things? 
Let them bring out their witnesses, 
that they may be justified; 
Or let them hear and say, “It is truth.” 
10 “Your are My witnesses,” says the 
LORD, 
a“And My servant whom I have chosen, 
That you may know and "believe Me, 
And understand that I am He. 
Before Me there was no God formed, 
Nor shall there be after Me. 
ll I, even I, sam the LORD, 
And besides Me there is no savior. 
12 Thave declared and saved, 
Ihave proclaimed, 
And there was no ‘foreign god among 
you; 
uTherefore you are My witnesses,” 
Says the LorD, “that I am God. 


c-) 


13 vVIndeed before the day was, I am He; 
And there is no one who can deliver 
out of My hand; 
I work, and who will “reverse it?” 


4 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, 
The Holy One of Israel: 
“For your sake I will send to Babylon, 
And bring them all down as 
fugitives— 
The Chaldeans, who rejoice in their 
ships. 
15 Tamthe LORD, your Holy One, 
The Creator of Israel, your *King.” 


16 Thus says the LORD, who ymakes a 
way in the sea 
And a Zpath through the mighty 
waters, 

17 Who 4brings forth the chariot and 

horse, 

The army and the power 

(They shall lie down together, they 
shall not rise; 

They are extinguished, they are 
quenched like a wick): 

18 “Dob not remember the former things, 
Nor consider the things of old. 

19 Behold, I will do a cnew thing, 
Now it shall spring forth; 

Shall you not know it? 
qJ will even make a road in the 
wilderness 
And rivers in the desert. 
20 The beast of the field will honor Me, 
The jackals and the ostriches, 
Because ¢I give waters in the 
wilderness 

And rivers in the desert, 

To give drink to My people, My 
chosen. 

21 fThis people I have formed for 

Myself; 
They shall declare My praise. 


Pleading with Unfaithful Israel 
22 “But you have not called upon Me, 
O Jacob; 
And you “have been weary of Me, 
O Israel. 
23 iYou have not brought Me the sheep for 
your burnt offerings, 
Nor have you honored Me with your 
sacrifices. 
I have not caused you to serve with 
grain offerings, 
Nor wearied you with incense. 


43:14 Thus says the Lorb. The same phrase (v. 1) is 
used to emphasize the ultimate source of this proph- 
ecy, God Himself. Redeemer. The Lord is described as 
Redeemer because He zealously defends, protects, 
and purchases back His people (41:14). 

43:22 But you. After the splendid and glorious dec- 
larations of His faithfulness, the Lord addresses the 
unfaithfulness of His people. 
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24 You have bought Me no sweet cane 
with money, 
Nor have you satisfied Me with the fat 
of your sacrifices; 
But you have burdened Me with your 
sins, 
You have iwearied Me with your 
iniquities. 
25 “T, even I, am He who &blots out your 
transgressions 'for My own sake; 
mAnd I will not remember your sins. 
26 Put Me in remembrance; 
Let us contend together; 
State your case, that you may be 
acquitted. 
27 Your first father sinned, 
And your mediators have transgressed 
against Me. 
28 Therefore I will profane the princes of 
the sanctuary; 
n] will give Jacob to the curse, 
And Israel to reproaches. 


God's Blessing on Israel 
4 4 “Yet hear now, O Jacob My servant, 
And Israel whom I have chosen. 
2 Thus says the LORD who made you 
And formed you from the womb, who 
will help you: 
‘Fear not, O Jacob My servant; 
And you, Jeshurun, whom I have 
chosen. 
3 For I will pour water on him who is 
thirsty, 
And floods on the dry ground; 
I will pour My Spirit on your 
descendants, 
And My blessing on your offspring; 
4 They will spring up among the grass 
Like willows by the watercourses.’ 
5 One will say, ‘I am the LORD’s’; 
Another will call himself by the name 
of Jacob; 
Another will write with his hand, ‘The 
LORD’s,’ 
And name himself by the name of 
Israel. 


There Is No Other God 
6 “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
aT am the First and I am the Last; 
Besides Me there is no God. 
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And who can proclaim as I do? 
Then let him declare it and set it in 
order for Me, 
Since I appointed the ancient people. 
And the things that are coming and 
shall come, 
Let them show these to them. 
Do not fear, nor be afraid; 
cHave I not told you from that time, and 
declared it? 
dYou are My witnesses. 
Is there a God besides Me? 
Indeed ¢there is no other Rock; 
I know not one.’” 


Idolatry Is Foolishness 


fThose who make an image, all of them 
are useless, 
And their precious things shall not 
profit; 
They are their own witnesses; 
They neither see nor know, that they 
may be ashamed. 


10 Who would form a god or mold an 


image 
hThat profits him nothing? 


ll Surely all his companions would be 


iashamed; 
And the workmen, they are mere men. 
Let them all be gathered together, 
Let them stand up; 
Yet they shall fear, 
They shall be ashamed together. 


12 iThe blacksmith with the tongs works 


one in the coals, 

Fashions it with hammers, 

And works it with the strength of his 
arms. 

Even so, he is hungry, and his strength 
fails; 

He drinks no water and is faint. 


13 The craftsman stretches out his rule, 


He marks one out with chalk; 

He fashions it with a plane, 

He marks it out with the compass, 

And makes it like the figure of a man, 

According to the beauty of a man, that 
it may remain in the house. 


44 He cuts down cedars for himself, 


And takes the cypress and the oak; 

He secures it for himself among the 
trees of the forest. 

He plants a pine, and the rain 
nourishes it. 


43:25 for My own sake. The Lord chooses to save 
and forgive. This arises out of His own character 
(37:35; 42:21; 48:9,11). 


44:2 Jeshurun. Jeshurun, meaning “upright one,” is a 


poetic word for the nation of Israel (Deut. 32:15). 


44:6 King of Israel. For background, read Psalm 99, 


which begins by declaring, “The LorbD reigns.” 

44:8 You are My witnesses. The people of Israel 
had already witnessed great miracles on their behalf 
(43:10). 

44:9-20 Those who make an image. This passage 
skillfully displays the utter absurdity of trusting in 
idols. Idolatry is a source of shame (v. 11), and it is 


caused by a deceived heart (v. 20). This is a passage 
to remember and to come back to, for idolatry was a 


continual snare to the Israelites. We need to remem- 
ber in our modern age that we are not immune to this 
sin; it is the Second Commandment, the reminder 
that nothing must come between us and our rela- 
tionship to God. 
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15 Then it shall be for a man to burn, 
For he will take some of it and warm 
himself; 
Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread; 
Indeed he makes a god and worships 
it: 
He makes it a carved image, and falls 
down to it. 
16 He burns half of it in the fire; 
With this half he eats meat; 
He roasts a roast, and is satisfied. 
He even warms himself and says, 
“Ah! Iam warm, 
Ihave seen the fire.” 
17 And the rest of it he makes into a 
god, 
His carved image. 
He falls down before it and worships 
it, 
Prays to it and says, 
“Deliver me, for you are my god!” 


18 kThey do not know nor understand; 
For 'He has shut their eyes, so that 
they cannot see, 
And their hearts, so that they cannot 
munderstand. 
19 And no one "considers in his 
heart, 
Nor is there knowledge nor 
understanding to say, 
“T have burned half of it in the fire, 
Yes, I have also baked bread on its 
coals; 
I have roasted meat and eaten it; 
And shall I make the rest of it an 
abomination? 
Shall I fall down before a block of 
wood?” 
20 He feeds on ashes; 
oA deceived heart has turned him 
aside; 
And he cannot deliver his soul, 
Nor say, “Is there not a Plie in my right 
hand?” 


Israel Is Not Forgotten 
21 “Remember these, O Jacob, 
And Israel, for you are My servant; 
I have formed you, you are My 
servant; 
O a you will not be “forgotten by 
e! 


22 rT have blotted out, like a thick cloud, 
your transgressions, 
And like a cloud, your sins. 
Return to Me, for sI have redeemed 
you.” 


23 tSing, O heavens, for the LORD has 

done it! 

Shout, you lower parts of the earth; 

Break forth into singing, you 
mountains, 

O forest, and every tree in it! 

For the LORD has redeemed 
Jacob, 

And “glorified Himself in Israel. 


Judah Will Be Restored 
24 Thus says the LORD, vyour 
Redeemer, 
And wHe who formed you from the 
womb: 
“T am the LORD, who makes all 
things, 
xWho stretches out the heavens all 
alone, 
Who spreads abroad the earth by 
Myself; 
25 Who frustrates the signs Zof the 
babblers, 
And drives diviners mad; 
Who turns wise men backward, 
aAnd makes their knowledge 
foolishness; 
26 bWho confirms the word of His 
servant, 
And performs the counsel of His 
messengers; 
Who says to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be 
inhabited,’ 
To the cities of Judah, ‘You shall be 
built,’ 
And I will raise up her waste 
places; 
27 cWho says to the deep, ‘Be dry! 
And I will dry up your rivers’; 
28 Who says of 4Cyrus, ‘He is My 
shepherd, 
And he shall perform all My 
pleasure, 
Saying to Jerusalem, @“You shall be 
built,” 
And to the temple, “Your foundation 
shall be laid.”’ 


44:22 blotted out. The idea of total forgiveness of 
sins is also found in 40:2 and 43:25. 

44:23 glorified Himself. When He saves, the Lord 
demonstrates to the world His mercy and His power 
and His glory. 

44:24 Thus says the Lorb. Because the Lord says it, it 
will come to pass. 

44:25 diviners. This term refers to people who 
attempt to foretell the future through occult prac- 
tices. They are often mentioned along with other 
practitioners of the occult—all of whom were forbid- 
den in Israel (Deut. 18:10-22). Diviners brought trou- 
ble on themselves, and on their nations as well (Deut. 
18:10; 2 Kin. 17:17-18; Mic. 3:6-7). 


44:28 Cyrus. Here, Isaiah mentions by name the king 
of Persia who would allow the Israelites to return to 
Jerusalem in 538 B.c. (Ezra 1:1-4). He was a chosen 
servant of God, even though he was not an Israelite. 
saiah’s prophecy was made more than 150 years 
before it was fulfilled. 
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Cyrus, God's Instrument 
45 “Thus says the LORD to His 
anointed, 
To ¢Cyrus, whose »right hand I have 
held— 
¢To subdue nations before him 
And 4loose the armor of kings, 
To open before him the double doors, 
So that the gates will not be shut: 
‘I will go before you 
eAnd make the crooked places* 
straight; 
fI will break in pieces the gates of bronze 
And cut the bars of iron. 
3 I will give you the treasures of 
darkness 
And hidden riches of secret places, 
That you may know that I, the LORD, 
Who "call you by your name, 
Am the God of Israel. 
4 For ‘Jacob My servant’s sake, 
And Israel My elect, 
Ihave even called you by your name; 
Ihave named you, though you have 
not known Me. 
5 Tiam the LORD, and &there is no other; 
There is no God besides Me. 
'T will gird you, though you have not 
known Me, 
6 mThat they may "know from the rising 
of the sun to its setting 
That there is none besides Me. 
Iam the LorD, and there is no other; 
7 Jform the light and create darkness, 
I make peace and °create calamity; 
I, the LORD, do all these things.’ 


8 “Rain? down, you heavens, from above, 

And let the skies pour down 
righteousness; 

Let the earth open, let them bring 
forth salvation, 

And let righteousness spring up 
together. 

I, the LORD, have created it. 
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9 “Woe to him who strives with “his 
Maker! 
Let the potsherd strive with the 
potsherds of the earth! 
‘Shall the clay say to him who forms it, 
‘What are you making?’ 
Or shall your handiwork say, ‘He has 
no hands’? 
10 Woe to him who says to his father, 
‘What are you begetting?’ 
Or to the woman, ‘What have you 
brought forth?’” 


11 Thus says the LORD, 
The Holy One of Israel, and his Maker: 
s“Ask Me of things to come concerning 
tMy sons; 
And concerning “the work of My 
hands, you command Me. 
12 vJ have made the earth, 
And “created man on it. 
I—My hands—stretched out the 
heavens, 
And <all their host I have 
commanded. 
13 yJ have raised him up in righteousness, 
And I will direct all his ways; 
He shall 2build My city 
And let My exiles go free, 
4Not for price nor reward,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 


The Lorp, the Only Savior 
14Thus says the LORD: 


b“The labor of Egypt and merchandise 
of Cush 
And of the Sabeans, men of stature, 
Shall come over to you, and they shall 
be yours; 


* 45:2 Dead Sea Scrolls and Septuagint read 
mountains; Targum reads I will trample down the 
walls; Vulgate reads I will humble the great ones 
of the earth. 


45:3 treasures of darkness. These treasures are an 
allusion to the fabled wealth of Sardis captured by 
Cyrus in 546 B.c. Who call you by your name. The 
Lord specifically named Cyrus and appointed his 
work before he became king, and even before he was 
born. Isaiah was ministering from approximately 740 
to 701 B.c., which was at least 150 years before Cyrus 
became prominent. The Lord picked out Cyrus, but 
He picked out each of us, too, to do good works which 
He had planned beforehand for us to do (Eph. 2:10). 
45:8 have created it. In the Middle East, pagan peo- 
ple commonly believed that the fertility of the earth 
and maintenance of the social order depended on 
the king's right relationship with a deity. Isaiah was 
proclaiming the Lord’s clear statement that it is the 
Lord alone who made the earth and blesses it with 
rain and with righteousness. 

45:9 potsherds. The ultimate act of insanity com- 
mitted by the human soul is unfaithfulness. As the 
prophet Isaiah shows, how inconceivable and ridic- 
ulous it would be for a simple piece of pottery to lash 
out at the craftsman. And yet, that was what Israel 
had consistently done from the exodus of Egypt to 


the destruction of the second temple by Titus in A.D. 
70. Jonah was a classic example of unfaithfulness. In 
the Book of Jonah, all nature spontaneously obeyed 
its Creator. The ocean churned, the fish appeared, the 
gourd grew, the worm ate, and the east wind blew at 
the command of God. The only object in that narra- 
tive that dared disobey was Jonah the prophet. What 
law of logic would allow a finite and sinful creature to 
brazenly speak out against the infinite and sovereign 
Creator of all things? (Compare Romans 9:20.) 

45:13 him. That is, Cyrus. 

45:14 Shall come over to you, and they shall be 
yours. The “you” and “yours” are both feminine sin- 
gular, referring to the Daughter of Zion. 
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They shall walk behind you, 
They shall come over ¢in chains; 
And they shall bow down to you. 
They will make supplication to you, 
saying, “Surely God is in you, 
And there is no other; 
eThere is no other God.’” 


15 Truly You are God, fwho hide 
Yourself, 
O God of Israel, the Savior! 
16 They shall be {ashamed 
And also disgraced, all of them; 
They shall go in confusion together, 
Who are makers of idols. 
17 hBut Israel shall be saved by the 
LORD 
With an ‘everlasting salvation; 
You shall not be ashamed or 
idisgraced 
Forever and ever. 


18 For thus says the LORD, 
kWho created the heavens, 
Who is God, 
Who formed the earth and made it, 
Who has established it, 
Who did not create it in vain, 
Who formed it to be ‘inhabited: 
m*T am the LORD, and there is no other. 
19 | have not spoken in "secret, 
In a dark place of the earth; 
I did not say to the seed of Jacob, 
‘Seek Me in vain’; 
ol, the LORD, speak righteousness, 
I declare things that are right. 


20 “Assemble yourselves and come; 
Draw near together, 
You who have escaped from the 
nations. 
pThey have no knowledge, 
Who carry the wood of their carved 
image, 
And pray to a god that cannot save. 
21 Tell and bring forth your case; 
Yes, let them take counsel together. 
aWho has declared this from ancient 
time? 


Who has told it from that time? 

Have not I, the LORD? 
rAnd there is no other God besides Me, 
A just God and a Savior; 

There is none besides Me. 


22 “Took to Me, and be saved, 
sAll you ends of the earth! 
For I am God, and there is no other. 
23 t] have sworn by Myself; 
The word has gone out of My mouth in 
righteousness, 
And shall not return, 
That to Me every “knee shall bow, 
vEvery tongue shall take an oath. 
24 He shall say, 
‘Surely in the LORD I have 
wrighteousness and strength. 
To Him men shall come, 
And xall shall be ashamed 
Who are incensed against Him. 
25 yIn the LORD all the descendants of 
Israel 
Shall be justified, and zshall glory.’” 


Dead Idols and the Living God 
46 Bel «bows down, Nebo stoops; 
Their idols were on the beasts and 
on the cattle. 
Your carriages were heavily loaded, 
bA burden to the weary beast. 
2 They stoop, they bow down together; 
They could not deliver the burden, 
cBut have themselves gone into 
captivity. 


3 “Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, 
And all the remnant of the house of 
Israel, 
dWho have been upheld by Me from 
birth, 
Who have been carried from the 
womb: 
4 Even to your old age, ¢I am He, 
And even to gray hairs ‘I will carry 
you! 
Ihave made, and I will bear; 
Even I will carry, and will deliver you. 


45:19 in secret... dark. The diviners pronounced 
their mysterious and ambiguous oracles in secret and 
dark places. The Lord’s prophets proclaimed the truth 
openly to all who would listen. 

45:23 | have sworn by Myself. The Lord’s promise 
to Abraham was sworn by Himself (Gen. 22:16; Heb. 
6:13), and whatever God promises will come to pass, 
for He cannot lie. The certainty of the Word of the 
Lord is emphasized strongly in the Book of Isaiah 
(40:8). to Me every knee shall bow. This promise will 
be fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Rom. 14:11; 1 Cor. 15:24-25; 
Phil. 2:10-11). 

45:24-25 justified. God breaks the stranglehold 
of nations to secure the release of His people from 
captivity. In the same way, God also breaks the stran- 
glehold of sin to release His people from spiritual 
bondage. He does so by pouring forth righteous- 
ness through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on 
the cross. This is the centerpiece of God’s salvation, 
which is worldwide in its scope. It is the only ground 


for acceptance by God, the only foundation for fel- 
lowship with God, and the only platform of service 
to God. Those who embrace it find that they are 
released from sin’‘s guilt and that they are also given 
strength to have victory over sin. No wonder this all 
evokes jubilant praise! 

46:1 Bel... Nebo. Bel, meaning “Lord,” was a title 
of Marduk, Babylon’s chief deity. Nebo, Marduk’s son, 
was the god of fate, writing, and wisdom. 
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“To£ whom will you liken Me, and make 
Me equal 
And compare Me, that we should be 
alike? 
6 hThey lavish gold out of the bag, 
And weigh silver on the scales; 
They hire a ‘goldsmith, and he makes 
it a god; 
They prostrate themselves, yes, they 
worship. 
7 iThey bear it on the shoulder, they 
carry it 
And set it in its place, and it stands; 
From its place it shall not move. 
Though ®one cries out to it, yet it 
cannot answer 
Nor save him out of his trouble. 


“Remember this, and show yourselves 
men; 
‘Recall to mind, O you transgressors. 
mRemember the former things of old, 
For I am God, and "there is no other; 
Iam God, and there is none like Me, 
10 oDeclaring the end from the beginning, 
And from ancient times things that are 
not yet done, 
Saying, °‘My counsel shall stand, 
And I will do all My pleasure,’ 
ll Calling a bird of prey “from the east, 
The man 'who executes My counsel, 
from a far country. 
Indeed sI have spoken it; 
I will also bring it to pass. 
I have purposed it; 
I will also do it. 


12 “Listen to Me, you ‘stubborn-hearted, 
uWho are far from righteousness: 
13 vI bring My righteousness near, it shall 
not be far off; 
My salvation wshall not linger. 
And I will place «salvation in Zion, 
For Israel My glory. 


oo 


C-) 


The Humiliation of Babylon 
47 “Come ¢down and ?sit in the dust, 
O virgin daughter of ‘Babylon; 
Sit on the ground without a throne, 
O daughter of the Chaldeans! 
For you shall no more be called 
Tender and delicate. 


Isaiah 47:10 @ 795 
2 dTake the millstones and grind meal. 
Remove your veil, 
Take off the skirt, 
Uncover the thigh, 
Pass through the rivers. 
3 eYour nakedness shall be uncovered, 
Yes, your shame will be seen; 
fI will take vengeance, 
And I will not arbitrate with a man.” 


4 As for Zour Redeemer, the LORD of 
hosts is His name, 
The Holy One of Israel. 


5 “Sit in "silence, and go into darkness, 
O daughter of the Chaldeans; 
iFor you shall no longer be called 
The Lady of Kingdoms. 
6 il was angry with My people; 
k] have profaned My inheritance, 
And given them into your hand. 
You showed them no mercy; 
'On the elderly you laid your yoke very 
heavily. 
7 And you said, ‘I shall be a lady forever,’ 
So that you did not "take these things 
to heart, 
oNor remember the latter end of them. 


8 “Therefore hear this now, you who are 
given to pleasures, 
Who dwell securely, 
Who say in your heart, ‘I am, and 
there is no one else besides me; 
I shall not sit as a widow, 
Nor shall I know the loss of children’; 
9 But these two things shall come to you 
>In a moment, in one day: 
The loss of children, and widowhood. 
They shall come upon you in their 
fullness 
Because of the multitude of your 
sorceries, 
For the great abundance of your 
enchantments. 
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“For you have trusted in your wickedness; 
You have said, ‘No one sees me’; 
Your wisdom and your knowledge 
have warped you; 
And you have said in your heart, 
‘Tam, and there is no one else besides 
me.’ 


46:11 a bird of prey from the east. The bird of prey 
refers to Cyrus (41:2) and to the speed and power of 
his conquests. 

47:2 grind meal. Grinding meal was usually a job 
for female slaves (Ex. 11:5). Uncover the thigh. This 
phrase suggests doing menial labor with overtones 
of the shame of indecent exposure. A woman who 
was doing heavy labor may have needed more free- 
dom of movement than was possible without short- 
ening her skirts. 

47:3, nakedness. Nakedness indicates disgrace, 
impropriety, lack of dignity, and vulnerability (Gen. 
9:22-23). 

47:6 You showed them no mercy. Babylon's cruel 
abuse of Israel when the Lord had given them into 
Babylon's hand would be avenged, as in the case of 
the Assyrians (10:1-19; 49:25). When God chooses 


to punish, He is never pleased with a bystander who 
cheers over the downfall of another. 

47:10 trusted in your wickedness. The selfish pride 
of the wicked is based in part on believing that there 
is not an all-knowing, all-seeing God in the universe. 
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796 @ Isaiah 47:11 
11 Therefore evil shall come upon you; 
You shall not know from where it 
arises. 
And trouble shall fall upon you; 
You will not be able to put it off. 
And ‘desolation shall come upon you 
ssuddenly, 
Which you shall not know. 


12 “Stand now with your enchantments 
And the multitude of your sorceries, 
In which you have labored from your 
youth— 
Perhaps you will be able to profit, 
Perhaps you will prevail. 
13 tYou are wearied in the multitude of 
your counsels; 
Let now “the astrologers, the 
stargazers, 
And the monthly prognosticators 
Stand up and save you 
From what shall come upon you. 
4 Behold, they shall be vas stubble, 
The fire shall ™burn them; 
They shall not deliver themselves 
From the power of the flame; 
It shall not be a coal to be warmed by, 
Nor a fire to sit before! 
15 Thus shall they be to you 
With whom you have labored, 
xYour merchants from your youth; 
They shall wander each one to his 
quarter. 
No one shall save you. 


Israel Refined for God’s Glory 
48 “Hear this, O house of Jacob, 
Who are called by the name of 
Israel, 
And have come forth from the 
wellsprings of Judah; 
Who swear by the name of the LORD, 
And make mention of the God of 
Israel, 
But ‘not in truth or in righteousness; 
2 For they call themselves “after the holy 
city, 
And clean on the God of Israel; 
The LorD of hosts is His name: 


3 “T have ¢declared the former things 
from the beginning; 
They went forth from My mouth, and I 
caused them to hear it. 
Suddenly I did them, ¢and they came 
to pass. 


4 Because I knew that you were 
obstinate, 
And fyour neck was an iron sinew, 
And your brow bronze, 
5 Even from the beginning I have 
declared it to you; 
Before it came to pass I proclaimed it 
to you, 
Lest you should say, ‘My idol has done 
them, 
And my carved image and my molded 
image 
Have commanded them.’ 


6 “You have heard; 
See all this. 
And will you not declare it? 
I have made you hear new things from 
this time, 
Even hidden things, and you did not 
know them. 
7 They are created now and not from the 
beginning; 
And before this day you have not 
heard them, 
Lest you should say, ‘Of course I knew 
them.’ 
8 Surely you did not hear, 
Surely you did not know; 
Surely from long ago your ear was not 
opened. 
For I knew that you would deal very 
treacherously, 
And were called £a transgressor from 
the womb. 


9 “For? My name’s sake ‘I will defer My 
anger, 
And for My praise I will restrain it 
from you, 
So that I do not cut you off. 
10 Behold, ‘J have refined you, but not as 
silver; 
Ihave tested you in the "furnace of 
affliction. 
ll_ For My own sake, for My own sake, 
I will do it; 
For ‘how should My name be 
profaned? 
And] will not give My glory to another. 


God’s Ancient Plan to Redeem Israel 
12 “Listen to Me, O Jacob, 

And Israel, My called: 

lam He, "I am the First, 

Tam also the Last. 


47:12 Stand now. The admonition to “stand” is face- 
tious. The sorcerers and astrologers have nothing real 
to offer a person or nation that is having trouble. 
48:5 declared it to you. God told His people of 
events that would come to pass in the future so that 
they would know that it was He, and He alone, who 
controlled history. 

48:6 new things... hidden things. God did not tell 
His people all that the future would unfold. He knew 
that, if they had possessed such knowledge, they 
would have misused that knowledge to the detri- 
ment of God's plan and themselves. 


48:11 For My own sake. God's acts of mercy are 
His own initiative, springing from the depths of His 
mercy (37:35; 42:21; 43:25). 
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13 Indeed PMy hand has laid the 
foundation of the earth, 
And My right hand has stretched out 
the heavens; 
When 4 call to them, 
They stand up together. 


“All of you, assemble yourselves, and 
hear! 
Who among them has declared these 
things? 
"The LORD loves him; 
sHe shall do His pleasure on Babylon, 
And His arm shall be against the 
Chaldeans. 
15 J, evenI, have spoken; 
Yes, ‘I have called him, 
Ihave brought him, and his way will 
prosper. 


16 “Come near to Me, hear this: 
uJ have not spoken in secret from the 
beginning; 
From the time that it was, I was there. 
And now vthe Lord GoD and His Spirit 
Have* sent Me.” 


1 
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17 Thus says “the LORD, your Redeemer, 
The Holy One of Israel: 
“I amthe LoRD your God, 
Who teaches you to profit, 
xWho leads you by the way you should go. 
yOh, that you had heeded My 
commandments! 
zThen your peace would have been like 
a river, 
And your righteousness like the waves 
of the sea. 
Your descendants also would have 
been like the sand, 
And the offspring of your body like 
the grains of sand; 
His name would not have been cut off 
Nor destroyed from before Me.” 


20 bGo forth from Babylon! 
Flee from the Chaldeans! 
With a voice of singing, 
Declare, proclaim this, 
Utter it to the end of the earth; 


I 


oo 
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Isaiah 49:5 @ 797 


Say, “The LORD has ‘redeemed 
His servant Jacob!” 
21 And they @did not thirst 

When He led them through the deserts; 

He ¢caused the waters to flow from the 
rock for them; 

He also split the rock, and the waters 
gushed out. 


22 “Theref is no peace,” says the LORD, “for 
the wicked.” 


The Servant, the Light 


to the Gentiles 
49 “Listen, ¢O coastlands, to Me, 
And take heed, you peoples from 
afar! 
bThe LORD has called Me from the womb; 
From the matrix of My mother He has 
made mention of My name. 
2 And He has made ¢My mouth like a 
sharp sword; 
dIn the shadow of His hand He has 
hidden Me, 
And made Me ¢a polished shaft; 
In His quiver He has hidden Me.” 


3 “And He said to me, 
f*You are My servant, O Israel, 
8In whom I will be glorified.’ 
4 hThen I said, ‘I have labored in vain, 
Ihave spent my strength for nothing 
and in vain; 
Yet surely my just reward is with the 
LORD, 
And my work with my God.’” 


5 “And now the LORD says, 

Who formed Me from the womb to be 
His Servant, 

To bring Jacob back to Him, 

So that Israel ‘is gathered to Him* 

(For I shall be glorious in the eyes of 
the LORD, 

And My God shall be My strength), 


* 48:16 The Hebrew verb is singular. *49:5 Qere, 
Dead Sea Scrolls, and Septuagint read is gathered 
to Him; Kethib reads is not gathered. 


48:12 Listen to Me. This section (vv. 12-22) is 
directed to all Israel and encourages the unrighteous 
to participate in the Lord’s redemption of the nation 
from Babylon. 

48:16 His Spirit. One of the works of the Holy Spirit 
is to empower believers and their message. Isaiah 
recognized this task of the Spirit of God. The prophet 
had delivered unbelievable prophecies in a time 
when Assyria reigned supreme, speaking of a day 
when Babylon would replace the Assyrians. He even 
named the Persian King Cyrus, who would rescue 
Judah from Babylon. Knowing that these things were 
hard to believe, he urged the people to listen. He 
appealed to them on the basis that the Lord had sent 
him “and his Spirit.” Isaiah’s message was not simply 
the message of aman, but the Word of the Holy Spirit, 
the teacher and director of God’s messengers. 

48:20 Declare. By putting the command “declare” 
in the present tense, the future salvation is brought 
vividly into the present. 


49:1-13 Listen. This second song of the Suffering 
Servant (42:1-13) consists of two parts: the Servant’s 
soliloquy (vv. 1-6) and the Lord’s oracles to Him 
vv. 7-9). The song is followed by Isaiah's elaboration 
vv. 9-12), and it concludes with a hymn of praise. 
49:2 mouth like a sharp sword. The truth is “sharp.” 
it cuts through lies and deception like a sharp sword 
Eph. 6:17; Heb. 4:12; Rev. 1:16; 19:15). 

49:5 bring Jacob back. The political mission of Cyrus 
to bring Jacob back from Babylon (44:28; 45:13) fore- 
shadows the spiritually redemptive mission of the 
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798 Isaiah 49:6 
6 Indeed He says, 
‘It is too small a thing that You should 
be My Servant 
To raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
And to restore the preserved ones of 
Israel; 
I will also give You as a ‘light to the 
Gentiles, 
That You should be My salvation to the 
ends of the earth.’” 


7 Thus says the LORD, 
The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy 
One, 

kTo Him whom man despises, 
To Him whom the nation abhors, 
To the Servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise, 
Princes also shall worship, 
Because of the LORD who is faithful, 
The Holy One of Israel; 
And He has chosen You.” 


8Thus says the LORD: 


“In an "acceptable time I have heard 
You, 
And in the day of salvation I have 
helped You; 
I will preserve You "and give You 
As a covenant to the people, 
To restore the earth, 
To cause them to inherit the desolate 
heritages; 
9 That You may say °to the prisoners, 
‘Go forth,’ 
To those who are in darkness, ‘Show 
yourselves.’ 


“They shall feed along the roads, 
And their pastures shall be on all 
desolate heights. 
10 They shall neither Phunger nor thirst, 
aNeither heat nor sun shall strike 
them; 
For He who has mercy on them ‘will 
lead them, 
Even by the springs of water He will 
guide them. 
11 s] will make each of My mountains a 
road, 
And My highways shall be 
elevated. 


12 Surely ‘these shall come from afar; 
Look! Those from the north and the 


west, 
And these from the land of Sinim.” 


13 uSing, O heavens! 
Be joyful, O earth! 
And break out in singing, 
O mountains! 
For the LORD has comforted His 
people, 
And will have mercy on His afflicted. 


God Will Remember Zion 
14 vBut Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken 


me, 
And my Lord has forgotten me.” 


15 “Canw a woman forget her nursing child, 
And not have compassion on the son 
of her womb? 
Surely they may forget, 
Yet I will not forget you. 
16 See, YI have inscribed you on the 
palms of My hands; 
Your walls are continually before Me. 
17 Your sons* shall make haste; 
Your destroyers and those who laid 
you waste 
Shall go away from you. 
18 zLift up your eyes, look around and see; 
All these gather together and come to 
you. 
As I live,” says the LORD, 
“You shall surely clothe yourselves with 
them all ¢as an ornament, 
And bind them on you as a bride does. 


19 “For your waste and desolate places, 
And the land of your destruction, 
bWill even now be too small for the 
inhabitants; 
And those who swallowed you up will 
be far away. 
¢The children you will have, 
dAfter you have lost the others, 
Will say again in your ears, 
‘The place is too small for me; 
Give me a place where I may dwell.’ 
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* 49:17 Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, Targum, and 
Vulgate read builders. 


Servant to free His people from their captivity to sin 
(42:7). 

49:6 to the Gentiles. The “Gentiles” refers to those 
who are not Israel. 

49:9 Go forth. This is an allusion to Isaiah’s command 
for the exiles to leave Babylon (48:20). 

49:14 has forsaken me. The complaint that the Lord 
had forsaken Zion resembles that in 40:27-31. The 
Lord disciplined the Israelites briefly because of their 
sin (54:7; Lam. 5:20-22), but the things that Isaiah 
was saying about captivity were still in the future. A 
message such as this would be good to remember in 
the days of captivity when it seemed that they were 
waiting a long time for the Lord to rescue them. 
49:15 Can a woman forget. In the strongest of 
human ties, the tenderness of the mother for her 


precious and dependent child, the Lord draws a par- 
allel picture of Himself. Even if the mother could for- 
get, the Lord will never forget. Human parents often 
fail, but the Lord is the parent who never forgets how 
much His child needs Him. 

49:20 too small. The complaint that the place is too 
small is in fact a cause for rejoicing (54:1-3; Zech. 
2:4-5), because it means that the Lord would cause 
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21 Then you will say in your heart, 
‘Who has begotten these for me, 
Since I have lost my children and am 

desolate, 

A captive, and wandering to and fro? 
And who has brought these up? 
There I was, left alone; 
But these, where were they?’” 


22eThus says the Lord Gop: 


“Behold, I will lift My hand in an oath 
to the nations, 
And set up My standard for the 
peoples; 
They shall bring your sons in their 
arms, 
And your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders; 
fKings shall be your foster fathers, 
And their queens your nursing 
mothers; 
They shall bow down to you with their 
faces to the earth, 
And lick up the dust of your feet. 
Then you will know that Iam the 
LORD, 
hFor they shall not be ashamed who 
wait for Me.” 
24 iShall the prey be taken from the 
mighty, 
Or the captives of the righteous* be 
delivered? 


25But thus says the LORD: 
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“Even the captives of the mighty shall 

be taken away, 

And the prey of the terrible be 
delivered; 

For I will contend with him who 
contends with you, 

And I will save your children. 

26 | will jfeed those who oppress you with 

their own flesh, 

And they shall be drunk with their 
own kblood as with sweet wine. 


Isaiah 50:5 @ 799 


All flesh 'shall know 

That I, the LORD, am your Savior, 

And your Redeemer, the Mighty One 
of Jacob.” 


The Servant, Israel’s Hope 
50 Thus says the LORD: 


“Where is ¢the certificate of your 

mother’s divorce, 

Whom I have put away? 

Or which of My °creditors is it to 
whom I have sold you? 

For your iniquities “you have sold 
yourselves, 

And for your transgressions your 
mother has been put away. 

2 Why, when I came, was there no man? 

Why, when I called, was there none to 
answer? 

Is My hand shortened at all that it 
cannot redeem? 

Or have I no power to deliver? 

Indeed with My 4rebuke I dry up the 
sea, 

I make the rivers a wilderness; 

Their fish stink because there is no 
water, 

And die of thirst. 

3 eT clothe the heavens with blackness, 
fAnd I make sackcloth their covering.” 


4 “The? Lord GoD has given Me 
The tongue of the learned, 
That I should know how to speak 
A word in season to him who is "weary. 
He awakens Me morning by morning, 
He awakens My ear 
To hear as the learned. 

5 The Lord GoD thas opened My ear; 
And I was not jrebellious, 
Nor did I turn away. 


* 49:24 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Syriac, and Vulgate read the 
mighty; Septuagint reads unjustly. 


His people to grow. This prophecy points to the 
return of the exiles to Jerusalem, for under Ezra and 
Nehemiah the exiles built a relatively small city (Ezra 
2; Neh. 7). Some view the ultimate fulfillment of this 
prophecy to be the gathering of the Lord's people at 
the coming of Jesus’ kingdom. 

49:22 lift My hand in an oath to the nations. The 
return of the Israelites from all the nations, not only 
from Babylon, shows that the future salvation of all 
Israel is in view (Rom. 11:26). 

50:1 divorce. The Lord had put away Israel as a 
husband might put away a wife, but it was for only 
a short period of exile (54:5-7; 62:4) and not per- 
manently. Permanent exile would have required a 
certificate of divorce (Deut. 24:1—4). If the Lord had 
issued one, He could not have taken Israel back (Jer. 
3:1,8). No prophet suggested that God had com- 
pletely broken His covenant; rather, they predicted 
God's faithfulness to a remnant who would return 
(Mic. 4:9-10). creditors. If the Lord had sold Israel 
to creditors (Ex. 21:7; 2 Kin. 4:1; Neh. 5:5), He would 


not have any authority over its destiny. But the Israel- 
ites sold themselves because of their own iniquities 
(42:23-25). Therefore God as their Redeemer could 
buy them back (41:14; 52:3). your mother. The mother 
is Jerusalem—more specifically, the inhabitants of 
the preceding generation that had gone into exile. 
50:2 | came. God came to Israel at the time of the 
exile through the prophets whom He sent. Later God 
came to this earth through His Servant and Son, Jesus 
(41:9). 

50:4 tongue of the learned. The third Servant song 
consists of a reflection by the Servant (vv. 4-9) and 
the prophet’s address to the believing and unbeliev- 
ing Israel (vv. 10-11). 
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800 # Isaiah 50:6 


6 k] gave My back to those who struck 


Me, 

And !My cheeks to those who plucked 
out the beard; 

I did not hide My face from shame and 
mspitting. 


7 “For the Lord GoD will help Me; 
Therefore I will not be disgraced; 
Therefore "I have set My face like a 

flint, 
And I know that I will not be 
ashamed. 

8 oHe is near who justifies Me; 

Who will contend with Me? 
Let us stand together. 

Who is My adversary? 

Let him come near Me. 

8 Surely the Lord GoD will help Me; 

Who is he who will condemn Me? 
PIndeed they will all grow old like a 
garment; 
aThe moth will eat them up. 


10 “Who among you fears the LORD? 
Who obeys the voice of His Servant? 
Who 'walks in darkness 
And has no light? 

sLet him trust in the name of the LORD 
And rely upon his God. 
11 Look, all you who kindle a fire, 
Who encircle yourselves with 
sparks: 
Walk in the light of your fire and in 
the sparks you have kindled— 
tThis you shall have from My hand: 
You shall lie down “in torment. 


The LorD Comforts Zion 
51 “Listen to Me, ¢you who follow after 
righteousness, 
You who seek the LORD: 
Look to the rock from which you were 
hewn, 
And to the hole of the pit from which 
you were dug. 
2 bLook to Abraham your father, 
And to Sarah who bore you; 
cFor I called him alone, 
And “blessed him and increased him.” 


3 For the LoRD will ¢comfort Zion, 

He will comfort all her waste places; 

He will make her wilderness like 
Eden, 

And her desert flike the garden of the 
LORD; 

Joy and gladness will be found in it, 

Thanksgiving and the voice of melody. 


> 


“Listen to Me, My people; 
And give ear to Me, O My nation: 
8For law will proceed from Me, 
And I will make My justice rest 
hAs a light of the peoples. 
iMy righteousness is near, 
My salvation has gone forth, 
ijAnd My arms will judge the 
peoples; 
kThe coastlands will wait upon Me, 
And !on My arm they will trust. 
mLift up your eyes to the heavens, 
And look on the earth beneath. 
For "the heavens will vanish away like 
smoke, 
oThe earth will grow old likea 
garment, 
And those who dwell in it will die in 
like manner; 
But My salvation will be forever, 
And My righteousness will not be 
abolished. 


“Listen to Me, you who know 
righteousness, 
You people 4in whose heart is My law: 
‘Do not fear the reproach of men, 
Nor be afraid of their insults. 
8 For sthe moth will eat them up like a 
garment, 
And the worm will eat them like wool; 
But My righteousness will be forever, 
And My salvation from generation to 
generation.” 


a 


a 


NI 


c) 


tAwake, awake, “put on strength, 
O arm of the LorpD! 
Awake vas in the ancient days, 
In the generations of old. 
wAre You not the arm that cut xRahab 
apart, 
And wounded the Yserpent? 


50:6 shame and spitting. This prophecy was fulfilled 
in the suffering of Jesus Christ (Matt. 27:30). 

50:7 face like a flint. Setting one’s face like a flint 
indicates determination in the face of opposition 
(Ezek. 3:8—9; Luke 9:51). 

50:8 justifies. God's Servant fully anticipates vindi- 
cation before the bar of God's justice. He was told to 
obey God perfectly, and He did. He was sent to suf- 
fer sacrificially, and He did. No prosecutor has a case 
against Him. In a stupendous development, God dis- 
closes that the sinners who identify themselves with 
the Servant may expect the same, although they are 
not righteous. Sin does carry the death penalty, but 
identification with the Servant brings exchange and 
substitution, in which the Servant takes the sinners’ 
place. This makes the justification of sinners both 
possible and just. Their sins are transferred to Him, 


and He dies in their place. His shed blood removes 
their guilt, and they will be declared not guilty. His 
perfection makes them righteous, and they will be 
declared righteous. Every accuser will be silenced. 
Every attempt to have them convicted will be thrown 
out of court. God is just when He justifies those who 
belong to the Servant Savior (Rom. 8:31-34). 
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10 Are You not the One who 2dried up the 
sea, 
The waters of the great deep; 
That made the depths of the sea a road 
For the redeemed to cross over? 
ll So the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return, 
And come to Zion with singing, 
With everlasting joy on their heads. 
They shall obtain joy and gladness; 
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 


12 “J, even I, am He who comforts you. 
Who are you that you should be afraid 
cOf a man who will die, 
And of the son of a man who will be 
made 4like grass? 
13° And eyou forget the LORD your Maker, 
fWho stretched out the heavens 
And laid the foundations of the earth; 
You have feared continually every day 
Because of the fury of the oppressor, 
When he has prepared to destroy. 
And where is the fury of the oppressor? 
14 The captive exile hastens, that he may 
be loosed, 
hThat he should not die in the pit, 
And that his bread should not fail. 
15 But Iam the LorD your God, 
Who idivided the sea whose waves 
roared— 
The LorD of hosts is His name. 
16 And iI have put My words in your 
mouth; 
k] have covered you with the shadow of 
My hand, 
'That I may plant the heavens, 
Lay the foundations of the earth, 
And say to Zion, ‘You are My people.’” 
God's Fury Removed 
17mAwake, awake! 
Stand up, O Jerusalem, 
You who “have drunk at the hand of 
the LORD 
The cup of His fury; 
You have drunk the dregs of the cup of 
trembling, 
And drained it out. 
18 There is no one to guide her 
Among all the sons she has brought 
forth; 
Nor is there any who takes her by the 
hand 
Among all the sons she has 
brought up. 


Isaiah 52:4 @ 801 
19 oThese two things have come to you; 
Who will be sorry for you2— 
Desolation and destruction, famine 
and sword— 
PBy whom will I comfort you? 
20 aYour sons have fainted, 
They lie at the head of all the streets, 
Like an antelope in a net; 
They are full of the fury of the LORD, 
The rebuke of your God. 


21 Therefore please hear this, you 
afflicted, 
And drunk ‘but not with wine. 
22 Thus says your Lord, 
The LorD and your God, 
Who spleads the cause of His people: 
“See, I have taken out of your hand 
The cup of trembling, 
The dregs of the cup of My fury; 
You shall no longer drink it. 
23 tBut I will put it into the hand of those 
who afflict you, 
Who have said to you,* 
‘Lie down, that we may walk over you.’ 
And you have laid your body like the 
ground, 
And as the street, for those who walk 
over.” 


God Redeems Jerusalem 
52 Awake, awake! 
Put on your strength, O Zion; 
Put on your beautiful garments, 
O Jerusalem, the holy city! 
For the uncircumcised ¢and the 
unclean 
Shall no longer come to you. 
2 bShake yourself from the dust, arise; 
Sit down, O Jerusalem! 
cLoose yourself from the bonds of your 
neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion! 


3For thus says the LORD: 


4“You have sold yourselves for nothing, 
And you shall be redeemed ewithout 
money.” 


4For thus says the Lord GoD: 


“My people went down at first 
Into ‘Egypt to dwell there; 
Then the Assyrian oppressed them 
without cause. 


* 51:23 Literally your soul 


50:11 kindle a fire. Those who kindle a fire instead 
of the Light from God are those who are self-reliant. 
When the Light comes into the world, some will 
choose darkness (John 3:17—18). 

51:14 exile... inthe pit. The exile refers to those who 
were captive in Babylon. The meaning also extends to 
all who experience the darkness of sin and alienation 
from God (48:20; 49:9). 

51:19 These two things. The two things are the des- 
olation of the land and the destruction of the people. 
51:21 drunk but not with wine. The cause of 


drunkenness was not wine, but the “cup of trem- 
bling” (v. 22), the terror of God’s judgment. 


51:102Ex. 14:21 51:11 41s. 35:10 51:122 Cor. 

1:3 Ps. 118:6 41s.40:6,7 51:13 Is. 17:10 Ps. 104:2 
9Job 20:7. 51:14"Zech.9:11 51:15! Job 26:12 
51:16/ Deut. 18:18 ‘ls. 49:2 !Is.65:17 51:17" Is. 52:1 
"Job 21:20 51:19°ls.47:9 PAmos 7:2 51:209Lam. 
2:11 51:21"Lam.3:15 51:22 5 Jer. 50:34 

51:23 ¢Zech. 12:2 52:1%[Rev. 21:2-27] 
©Zech.2:7 52:34Ps. 44:12 &ls. 45:13 


52:25 ls, 3:26 
52:4 Gen. 46:6 


802 @ Isaiah 52:5 
5 Now therefore, what have I here,” says 
the LoRD, 
“That My people are taken away for 
nothing? 


Those who rule over them 
Make them wail,”* says the LORD, 
“And My name is ¢blasphemed 
continually every day. 
6 Therefore My people shall know My 
name; 
Therefore they shall know in that day 
That I am He who speaks: 
‘Behold, it is I.’” 


hHow beautiful upon the mountains 
Are the feet of him who brings good 
news, 
Who proclaims peace, 
Who brings glad tidings of good things, 
Who proclaims salvation, 
Who says to Zion, 
i“Your God reigns!” 
8 Your watchmen shall lift up their 
voices, 
With their voices they shall sing 
together; 
For they shall see eye to eye 
When the LorD brings back Zion. 
9 Break forth into joy, sing together, 
You waste places of Jerusalem! 
For the LORD has comforted His people, 
He has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 iThe LORD has made bare His holy arm 
In the eyes of 2all the nations; 
And all the ends of the earth shall see 
The salvation of our God. 


NI 


11 (Depart! Depart! Go out from there, 
Touch no unclean thing; 
Go out from the midst of her, 
mBe clean, 
You who bear the vessels of the LORD. 


12 For “you shall not go out with haste, 
Nor go by flight; 
oFor the LORD will go before you, 
pAnd the God of Israel will be your rear 
guard. 


The Sin-Bearing Servant 
13 Behold, 7My Servant shall deal 
prudently; 
"He shall be exalted and extolled and 
be very high. 

4 Just as many were astonished at you, 

So His svisage was marred more than 
any man, 
And His form more than the sons of 
men; 

15 tSo shall He sprinkle* many nations. 
Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; 
For “what had not been told them they 

shall see, 
And what they had not heard they 
shall consider. 


5 3 Who thas believed our report? 
And to whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed? 
2 For He shall grow up before Him as a 
tender plant, 
And as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no form or comeliness; 
And when we see Him, 
There is no beauty that we should 
desire Him. 
3 bHe is despised and rejected by men, 
A Man of sorrows and ¢acquainted 
with grief. 


* 52:5 Dead Sea Scrolls read Mock; Septuagint 
reads Marvel and wail; Targum reads Boast 
themselves; Vulgate reads Treat them unjustly. 
* 52:15 Or startle 


52:6 shall know My name. The people are the 
redeemed exiles, as well as the people who believe in 
and follow the Servant (Messiah). Isaiah was speaking 
of a time beyond his own time, to people who were 
not yet born (1 Pet. 1:10-12). Jesus speaks strongly of 
this concept when He says, | “know My sheep, and am 
known by My own” John 10:11-18). 

52:12 go before you... rear guard. This is an allu- 
sion to the pillar of cloud and fire that protected Israel 
in its flight from Egypt (Ex. 13:21-22; 14:19-20). 
52:13—53:12 Behold. The fourth of the Servant 
songs, which form the central unit of chapters 40-66, 
begins with the praise of the Father for the work of 
the Servant. 

52:14 visage was marred. This speaks of the physical 
punishment that the Servant, Jesus Christ, endured 
when He was bearing the sins of the world on the 
cross. He was cruelly beaten, even before He was cru- 
cified (Matt. 27:27-31; Mark 15:16—20; John 19:1-3). 
52:15 shut their mouths. The kings are silent in 
stunned respect. 

53:1-12 The Suffering Servant—Along with Psalm 
22, this Scripture is understood to be one of the key 
prophetic Old Testament passages pointing to the 
saving work of Christ. This passage presents the 
whole idea of the “Suffering Servant,” which is one of 


the central concepts of Isaiah, and for many, Judaism. 
Christ's fulfillment of this passage in His passion is 
remarkable. The New Testament writers point often 
to Isaiah 53 and how Christ fulfilled this prophecy 
(Matt. 8:17; Luke 23:8—-9; John 12:38; Rom. 10:16; 1 Pet. 
2:25). It is also the Scripture that Philip explained to 
the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:32-33. 

In the Old Testament sacrificial system people 
offered animals to atone for sin (Lev. 16). The Bible 
presents Christ as the ultimate sacrifice that died 
once and for all for the sins of the world (Heb. 8-10). 
Our sins are forgiven and we become righteous 
through Christ's great work on the cross (2 Cor. 5:21). 
53:2 no form or comeliness. There was nothing in 
the Promised Servant’s appearance to mark His spe- 
cial calling. 

53:3 despised and rejected. The Servant was not 
received joyfully by the people who needed Him so 
much (Mark 9:12). Man of sorrows. This phrase does 
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And we hid, as it were, our faces from 
Him; 

He was despised, and ¢we did not 
esteem Him. 


4 Surely eHe has borne our griefs 
And carried our sorrows; 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But He was fwounded for our 
transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was 
upon Him, 
And by His 2stripes we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned, every one, to his own 
way; 
And the LORD has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all. 


7 Hewas oppressed and He was afflicted, 
Yet "He opened not His mouth; 
‘He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
And as a sheep before its shearers is 
silent, 
So He opened not His mouth. 
8 He was itaken from prison and from 
judgment, 
And who will declare His generation? 
For He was cut off from the land of 
the living; 
For the transgressions of My people 
He was stricken. 
9 lAnd they* made His grave with the 
wicked— 
But with the rich at His death, 
Because He had done no violence, 
Nor was any "deceit in His mouth. 


10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; 

He has put Him to grief. 

When You make His soul "an offering 
for sin, 

He shall see His seed, He shall prolong 
His days, 

And the pleasure of the LORD shall 
prosper in His hand. 


Isaiah 54:4 @ 803 


ll He shall see the labor of His soul,* and 
be satisfied. 
By His knowledge °My righteous 
pServant shall 4justify many, 
For He shall bear their iniquities. 
12 r[Therefore I will divide Him a portion 
with the great, 
sAnd He shall divide the spoil with the 
strong, 
Because He ‘poured out His soul unto 
death, 
And He was “numbered with the 
transgressors, 
And He bore the sin of many, 
And vmade intercession for the 
transgressors. 


A Perpetual Covenant of Peace 


5 4 “Sing, O “barren, 
You who have not borne! 
Break forth into singing, and cry 
aloud, 
You who have not labored with child! 
For more are the children of the 
desolate 
Than the children of the married 
woman,” says the LORD. 
2 “Enlarge? the place of your tent, 
And let them stretch out the curtains 
of your dwellings; 
Do not spare; 
Lengthen your cords, 
And strengthen your stakes. 
3 For you shall expand to the right and 
to the left, 
And your descendants will inherit the 
nations, 
And make the desolate cities inhabited. 


4 “TDo4 not fear, for you will not be 
ashamed; 
Neither be disgraced, for you will not 
be put to shame; 


* 53:9 Literally he or He *53:11 Following Maso- 
retic Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Dead Sea Scrolls 
and Septuagint read From the labor of His soul He 
shall see light. 


not indicate that the Servant would be dour, but that 
He knew better than anyone the havoc that sin brings 
into human life, and, as the kindest of friends, He was 
sorry for the pain of His people. 

53:4 borne our griefs. The Savior Jesus came to suf- 
fer and die for the sins of others (Matt. 8:17; Heb. 9:28; 
1 Pet. 2:24). Griefs, sorrows, and affliction refer to the 
consequences of sin. 

53:7 He opened not His mouth. Jesus did not open 
His mouth to defend Himself or to answer the false 
charges made against Him (Matt. 26:63; Mark 14:61; 
Luke 23:9; John 19:9). 

53:10 it pleased the Lorp to bruise Him. The Old 
Testament pointed to the doctrine of the atonement 
long before Jesus died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3). In fact, 
the atonement was part of God’s eternal plan (Eph. 
1:4-7). The Father was pleased that His Son should 
die because it would cover up the sins of many and 
reconcile them to Himself. offering for sin. The offer- 
ing for sin, or “trespass offering,” was the sacrifice 


of a ram to secure the Lord’s atonement for sin (Lev. 
5:6-7,15; 7:1; 14:12; 19:21). Here, the prophet Isaiah 
describes the Servant Jesus as a trespass offering. His 
seed. If the Spirit of God dwells in us (Rom. 8:9-11), 
and if we are led by the Spirit, then we are sons of 
God—His offspring (Rom. 8:14). 

54:1 have not labored. The Israelites received a 
iberation (through the promised Cyrus for the Bab- 
ylonian exiles, or through the Messiah, in the fullest 
sense) that they did not work for—it was God's idea. 
54:4 widowhood. The widowhood was the time 
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804 @ Isaiah 54:5 
For you will forget the shame of your 
youth, 
And will not remember the reproach 
of your widowhood anymore. 
5 eFor your Maker is your husband, 
The LorD of hosts is His name; 
And your Redeemer is the Holy One 
of Israel; 
He is called ‘the God of the whole 
earth. 
6 For the LORD £has called you 
Like a woman forsaken and grieved 
in spirit, 
Like a youthful wife when you were 
refused,” 
Says your God. 
7 “Fort a mere moment I have forsaken 
you, 
But with great mercies ‘I will gather 


you. 
8 With a little wrath I hid My face from 
you for a moment; 
iBut with everlasting kindness I will 
have mercy on you,” 
Says the LORD, your Redeemer. 


9 “For this is like the waters of ?Noah to 
Me; 
For as I have sworn 
That the waters of Noah would no 
longer cover the earth, 
So have I sworn 
That I would not be angry with 'you, 
nor rebuke you. 
10 For ™the mountains shall depart 
And the hills be removed, 
nBut My kindness shall not depart from 
you, 
Nor shall My covenant of peace be 
removed,” 
Says the LORD, who has mercy on you. 


11 “OQ you afflicted one, 
Tossed with tempest, and not 
comforted, 
Behold, I will lay your stones with 
°colorful gems, 
And lay your foundations with 
sapphires. 
12 J will make your pinnacles of rubies, 
Your gates of crystal, 
And all your walls of precious stones. 
13 All your children shall be ptaught by 
the LORD, 


And 4great shall be the peace of your 
children. 
M4 In righteousness you shall be 
established; 
You shall be far from oppression, for 
you shall not fear; 
And from terror, for it shall not come 
near you. 
15 Indeed they shall surely assemble, but 
not because of Me. 
Whoever assembles against you shall 
rfall for your sake. 


16 “Behold, I have created the blacksmith 
Who blows the coals in the fire, 
Who brings forth an instrument for 
his work; 
And IJ have created the spoiler to 
destroy. 
17 No weapon formed against you shall 
sprosper, 
And every tongue which rises against 
you in judgment 
You shall condemn. 
This is the heritage of the servants of 
the LORD, 
tAnd their righteousness is from Me,” 
Says the LORD. 


An Invitation to Abundant Life 
5 5 “Ho! ¢Everyone who thirsts, 
Come to the waters; 
And you who have no money, 
bCome, buy and eat. 
Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
Without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend money for what is 
not bread, 
And your wages for what does not 
satisfy? 
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what 
is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in 
abundance. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to Me. 
Hear, and your soul shall live; 
dAnd I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you— 
The ¢sure mercies of David. 
4 Indeed I have given him as fa witness 
to the people, 
8A leader and commander for the 
people. 


without the working presence of God in the lives of 
the people of God, the time of exile. In the fullest 
sense, every sinner is a “widow” without God, who 
has the role of protector and provider. 

54:11 foundations with sapphires. For a more 
detailed description of the New Jerusalem, see Rev- 
elation 21:18-21. It will be a city of stunning beauty 
and grand proportions. 

54:17 the servants of the Lorb. Throughout the rest 
of Isaiah, the word “servants” refers to all saints, Jews 
and Gentiles (56:6—8; 63:17; 65:8—9,13-15; 66:14), the 
offspring of the Servant (Jesus). 

55:4 witness. God's fulfillment of the promises to 


the house of David, climaxing in the resurrection of 
Christ, serves as a witness to the nations (43:10,12; 
44:8). It shows that He has fulfilled His prophecies 
and promises, and that He is who He says He is: the 
King of the universe. 
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5 hSurely you shall call a nation you do 
not know, 
‘And nations who do not know you 
shall run to you, 
Because of the LORD your God, 
And the Holy One of Israel; 
iFor He has glorified you.” 


6 kSeek the LORD while He may be 'found, 
Call upon Him while He is near. 
7 mLet the wicked forsake his way, 
And the unrighteous man “his 
thoughts; 
Let him return to the LORD, 
oAnd He will have mercy on him; 
And to our God, 
For He will abundantly pardon. 


8 “Fore My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, 
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the 
LORD. 
9 “Ford as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your 
ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts. 


10 “For ‘as the rain comes down, and the 
snow from heaven, 
And do not return there, 
But water the earth, 
And make it bring forth and bud, 
That it may give seed to the sower 
And bread to the eater, 
11 _sSo shall My word be that goes forth 
from My mouth; 
It shall not return to Me void, 
But it shall accomplish what I please, 
And it shall ‘prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it. 


12 “Foru you shall go out with joy, 
And be led out with peace; 
The mountains and the hills 
Shall Ybreak forth into singing before 


you, 
And Wall the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands. 


Isaiah 56:6 @ 805 
13 xInstead of Ythe thorn shall come up the 
cypress tree, 
And instead of the brier shall come up 
the myrtle tree; 
And it shall be to the LORD Zfor a name, 
For an everlasting sign that shall not 
be cut off.” 


Salvation for the Gentiles 
56 Thus says the LORD: 


“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
aFor My salvation is about to come, 
And My righteousness to be revealed. 
2 Blessed is the man who does this, 
And the son of man who lays hold on it; 
bWho keeps from defiling the Sabbath, 
And keeps his hand from doing any 
evil.” 


3 Do not let cthe son of the foreigner 
Who has joined himself to the LORD 
Speak, saying, 

“The LORD has utterly separated me 
from His people”; 
Nor let the eunuch say, 
“Here I am, a dry tree.” 

4 For thus says the LORD: 

“To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths, 
And choose what pleases Me, 
And hold fast My covenant, 

5 Even to them I will give in My house 

And within My walls a place fand a 
name 

Better than that of sons and daughters; 

I will give them* an everlasting name 

That shall not be cut off. 


6 “Also the sons of the foreigner 

Who join themselves to the LORD, to 
serve Him, 

And to love the name of the LORD, to 
be His servants— 

Everyone who keeps from defiling the 
Sabbath, 

And holds fast My covenant— 


*56:5 Literally him 


55:6 while He may be found. Solomon warned his 
readers to remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, when the evil days have not yet come (Eccl. 
12:1). The writer to the Hebrews admonishes his read- 
ers, “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden 
your hearts” (Ps. 95:7—8; Heb. 4:7). Responding to the 
call of God is not something to be put off. Hardened 
hearts become a habit, or evil days may impair our 
ability to think clearly. If the Lord is calling, respond 
to Him. We do not know how long we have to live. 
No one knows whether “this night” his soul may be 
required (Luke 12:20). 

55:9 higher. The gulf existing between human and 
divine nature is expressed here in graphic terms. God 
functions at the level of pure holiness, and He is moti- 
vated by complete love and service to others. The 
corruption of human nature by sin introduces carnal 
elements that are totally unknown to the nature of 
God, and by contrast are base both in character and 
execution. It is only when we are born again that we 


can understand the things of the Spirit, the ways of 
God (John 3:9-21). 
56:3 foreigner. In speaking of the foreigner who 


joined himself to the Lord, Isaiah was not speaking 


of the foreign wives that the returning exiles would 
have married (Ezra 9:1—4). Those foreign wives were 
considered a corrupting influence because they had 
not become followers of the living God. The foreign- 
ers that Isaiah was prophesying about would be con- 
verted to worship the true Lord (44:5). 

56:5 not be cut off. This phrase is an idiom for pre- 
serving one’s name through one’s offspring. The 
phrase links this passage with 55:13. 
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806 ® Isaiah 56:7 
7 Even them I will bring to My holy 
mountain, 
And make them joyful in My "house 
of prayer. 
iTheir burnt offerings and their 
sacrifices 


Will be iaccepted on My altar; 

For kMy house shall be called a house 
of prayer ‘for all nations.” 

8 The Lord GoD, "who gathers the 
outcasts of Israel, says, 
n“Yet I will gather to him 

Others besides those who are gathered 

to him.” 


Israel's Irresponsible Leaders 
9 oAll you beasts of the field, come to 
devour, 
All you beasts in the forest. 

10 His watchmen are Pblind, 

They are all ignorant; 
aThey are all dumb dogs, 
They cannot bark; 
Sleeping, lying down, loving to 
slumber. 

ll Yes, they are "greedy dogs 
Which snever have enough. 
And they are shepherds 
Who cannot understand; 

They all look to their own way, 

Every one for his own gain, 

From his own territory. 

12 “Come,” one says, “I will bring 

wine, 

And we will fill ourselves with 
intoxicating ‘drink; 

uTomorrow will be vas today, 
And much more abundant.” 


Israel's Futile Idolatry 
57 The righteous perishes, 
And no man takes it to heart; 
aMerciful men are taken away, 
bWhile no one considers 
That the righteous is taken away from 
evil. 
2 He shall enter into peace; 
They shall rest in ctheir beds, 
Each one walking in his uprightness. 


3 “But come here, 
dYou sons of the sorceress, 
You offspring of the adulterer and the 
harlot! 


4 Whom do you ridicule? 
Against whom do you make a wide 
mouth 
And stick out the tongue? 
Are you not children of transgression, 
Offspring of falsehood, 
5 Inflaming yourselves with gods ¢under 
every green tree, 
fSlaying the children in the valleys, 
Under the clefts of the rocks? 
6 Among the smooth £stones of the 
stream 
Is your portion; 
They, they, are your lot! 
Even to them you have poured a drink 
offering, 
You have offered a grain offering. 
Should I receive comfort in "these? 


7 “Onia lofty and high mountain 
You have set ‘your bed; 

Even there you went up 
To offer sacrifice. 

8 Also behind the doors and their posts 
You have set up your remembrance; 
For you have uncovered yourself to 

those other than Me, 
And have gone up to them; 
You have enlarged your bed 
And made a covenant with them; 
kYou have loved their bed, 
Where you saw their nudity.* 

9 lYou went to the king with ointment, 

And increased your perfumes; 
You sent your "messengers far off, 
And even descended to Sheol. 
10 ‘You are wearied in the length of your 
way; 
nYet you did not say, ‘There is no hope.’ 
You have found the life of your hand; 
Therefore you were not grieved. 


ll “And eof whom have you been afraid, 
or feared, 
That you have lied 
And not remembered Me, 
Nor taken it to your heart? 
Is it not because PI have held My peace 
from of old 
That you do not fear Me? 
12 | will declare your righteousness 
And your works, 
For they will not profit you. 


*57:8 Literally hand, a euphemism 


56:9 beasts. The unclean, ravenous beasts sum- 
moned to attack the ungodly community are hostile 
nations (Jer. 12:8—9; Ezek. 34:5,8). 

56:11 dogs. The dog was not highly regarded in bib- 
lical culture, and to the Jews they were unclean. In 
Deuteronomy 23:18, a “dog” is discussed in the con- 
text of a prostitute. 

57:5 Slaying the children. Killing the children was 
associated with the worship of Molech and with 
demon worship (30:33; 2 Kin. 23:10; Ps. 106:37-38; 
Jer. 7:31). 

57:12 your righteousness. This phrase is stated in 
sarcasm or irony. The people had found a counterfeit 


ife in idolatry and immorality that would only lead 
to death. 
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13, When you cry out, 

Let your collection of idols deliver 
you. 

But the wind will carry them all away, 

A breath will take them. 

But he who puts his trust in Me shall 
possess the land, 

And shall inherit My holy mountain.” 


Healing for the Backslider 
4 And one shall say, 
a“Heap it up! Heap it up! 
Prepare the way, 
Take the stumbling block out of the 
way of My people.” 


15 For thus says the High and Lofty One 
Who inhabits eternity, "whose name 
is Holy: 
s“T dwell in the high and holy place, 
‘With him who has a contrite and 
humble spirit, 
uTo revive the spirit of the humble, 
And to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones. 
vFor I will not contend forever, 
Nor will I always be angry; 
For the spirit would fail before Me, 
And the souls “which I have made. 
For the iniquity of xhis covetousness 
Iwas angry and struck him; 
y] hid and was angry, 
zAnd he went on backsliding in the way 
of his heart. 
I have seen his ways, and will heal 
him; 
I will also lead him, 
And restore comforts to him 
And to Phis mourners. 
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“T create cthe fruit of the lips: 
Peace, peace “to him who is far off and 
to him who is near,” 
Says the LORD, 
“And I will heal him.” 
eBut the wicked are like the troubled 
sea, 
When it cannot rest, 
Whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 
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“Theref is no peace,” 
Says my God, “for the wicked.” 


Isaiah 58:8 & 807 


Fasting that Pleases God 


5 8 “Cry aloud, spare not; 


Lift up your voice like a trumpet; 
aTell My people their transgression, 
And the house of Jacob their sins. 


2 Yet they seek Me daily, 


And delight to know My ways, 

As a nation that did righteousness, 

And did not forsake the ordinance of 
their God. 

They ask of Me the ordinances of 
justice; 

They take delight in approaching God. 

3 ‘Why? have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and 

You have not seen? 

Why have we <afflicted our souls, and 
You take no notice?’ 


“In fact, in the day of your fast you find 
pleasure, 
And exploit all your laborers. 

4 dIndeed you fast for strife and debate, 
And to strike with the fist of wickedness. 
You will not fast as you do this day, 

To make your voice heard on high. 

5 Is eit a fast that I have chosen, 
fA day for a man to afflict his soul? 

Is it to bow down his head like a 
bulrush, 

And Sto spread out sackcloth and ashes? 

Would you call this a fast, 

And an acceptable day to the LORD? 


6 “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: 
To hloose the bonds of wickedness, 
'To undo the heavy burdens, 
iTo let the oppressed go free, 
And that you break every yoke? 
7 Is it not kto share your bread with the 
hungry, 
And that you bring to your house the 
poor who are cast out; 
'When you see the naked, that you 
cover him, 
And not hide yourself from ™your own 
flesh? 
8 nThen your light shall break forth like 
the morning, 
Your healing shall spring forth 
speedily, 


57:14 Heap it up. This verse is based on 40:1—4. The 
phrase “heap it up” resembles “every valley shall be 
exalted.” 

57:16 will not contend forever. God was addressing 
the human failure to keep His good laws, but humans 
will always fail. God knew this, so He created a way 
of salvation, a way to heal the problem of sin (v. 18). 
He knew that they needed to be radically rescued, for 
the law was powerless to save them (Rom. 2-8). 

58:2 delight to know My ways . . . delight in 
approaching God. Unfortunately, one can really 
enjoy all the religious ritual without really wanting 
to know God. God can always tell the difference 
between the heart that is turned toward Him and the 
heart that is devoted to religious form. 

58:6 To loose... Toundo... free. Love is right at the 


top of the list in relating to God and to other people 
(1 John 4:7—21). Once again, the Lord is defining true 
religion. It is always horizontal (directed toward other 
people) as well as vertical (directed toward God). If 
we love God, we will be just and merciful to other 
people (Mic. 6:8; James 1:26-27). 
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808 # Isaiah 58:9 
And your righteousness shall go 
before you; 
oThe glory of the LORD shall be your 
rear guard. 
8 Then you shall call, and the LorRD will 
answer; 
You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here 
lam,’ 


“Tf you take away the yoke from your 
midst, 
The pointing of the finger, and 
pspeaking wickedness, 

10 If you extend your soul to the hungry 
And satisfy the afflicted soul, 

Then your light shall dawn in the 
darkness, 

And your darkness shall be as the 
noonday. 

11 The LORD will guide you continually, 
And satisfy your soul in drought, 
And strengthen your bones; 

You shall be like a watered garden, 
And like a spring of water, whose 
waters do not fail. 

12 Those from among you 

aShall build the old waste places; 
You shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; 
And you shall be called the Repairer 
of the Breach, 
The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In. 


13 “If ryou turn away your foot from the 
Sabbath, 
From doing your pleasure on My holy 
day, 
And call the Sabbath a delight, 
The holy day of the LoRD honorable, 
And shall honor Him, not doing your 
own ways, 
Nor finding your own pleasure, 
Nor speaking your own words, 
14 sThen you shall delight yourself in the 
LORD; 
And I will cause you to ‘ride on the 
high hills of the earth, 
And feed you with the heritage of 
Jacob your father. 
uThe mouth of the LORD has 
spoken.” 


Separated from God 
5 Behold, the LoRD’s hand is not 
ashortened, 


That it cannot save; 
Nor His ear heavy, 
That it cannot hear. 
2 But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; 
And your sins have hidden His face 
from you, 
So that He will Snot hear. 
3 For cyour hands are defiled with 
blood, 
And your fingers with iniquity; 
Your lips have spoken lies, 
Your tongue has muttered 
perversity. 


4 No one calls for justice, 
Nor does any plead for truth. 
They trust in 4empty words and speak 
lies; 
eThey conceive evil and bring forth 
iniquity. 
5 They hatch vipers’ eggs and weave the 
spider’s web; 
He who eats of their eggs dies, 
And from that which is crushed a 
viper breaks out. 


6 fTheir webs will not become 
garments, 
Nor will they cover themselves with 
their works; 
Their works are works of iniquity, 
And the act of violence is in their 
hands. 
7 Their feet run to evil, 
And they make haste to shed 
hinnocent blood; 
iTheir thoughts are thoughts of 
iniquity; 
Wasting and ‘destruction are in their 
paths. 
8 The way of kpeace they have not 
known, 
And there is no justice in their ways; 
'They have made themselves crooked 
paths; 
Whoever takes that way shall not 
know peace. 


59:2 The Effects of Sin—Sin, regardless of how 
serious, always has an effect—separation. Sin sep- 
arates one from God. This separation from God is 
death. Adam was told that if he ate of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil he would die (Gen. 3:3). 
Adam ate of the tree anyway and immediately died 
spiritually—his soul was separated from God—and 
he then began to die physically. The entrance of 
sin into the world brought with it death (Rom. 5:12; 
6:23). That man is a sinner is proven by the fact that 
he dies—where there is death, there is sin. Sin’s 
penalty, death, can be remedied by life—union with 
God. This is achieved by belief in Jesus, who died to 
pay the penalty of man’s sin (Rom. 5:21). For one who 
believes in Jesus, the penalty of sin is broken. He will 
die physically but physical death for him is only the 
doorway into the presence of God. 


Sin has an effect upon the believer, for it mars his 
fellowship with God. Sin in the believer's life is a ter- 
rible thing and is not to be tolerated. While it is prob- 
able that the believer will sin, it is never necessary for 
him to do so (1 John 2:1). 

59:5 vipers’ eggs. The viper is a poisonous snake 
Acts 28:3-6). 

59:7-8 feet run to evil. This passage is cited in 
Romans 3:15-17 to document the universal aspect 
of sin. 
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Sin Confessed 
9 Therefore justice is far from us, 
Nor does righteousness overtake us; 
mWe look for light, but there is 
darkness! 
For brightness, but we walk in 
blackness! 

10 nWe grope for the wall like the blind, 
And we grope as if we had no eyes; 
We stumble at noonday as at twilight; 
We are as dead men in desolate places. 

ll We all growl like bears, 

And °moan sadly like doves; 

We look for justice, but there is none; 

For salvation, but it is far from us. 

12 For our Ptransgressions are multiplied 

before You, 

And our sins testify against us; 

For our transgressions are with us, 

And as for our iniquities, we know 
them: 

13 In transgressing and lying against the 

LORD, 
And departing from our God, 
Speaking oppression and revolt, 
Conceiving and uttering “from the 
heart words of falsehood. 

4 Justice is turned back, 

And righteousness stands afar off; 
For truth is fallen in the street, 
And equity cannot enter. 

15 So truth fails, 

And he who departs from evil makes 
himself a "prey. 


The Redeemer of Zion 
Then the LORD saw it, and it 
displeased Him 
That there was no justice. 


Isaiah 59:21 @ 809 
16 sHe saw that there was no man, 
And twondered that there was no 
intercessor; 
uTherefore His own arm brought 
salvation for Him; 
And His own righteousness, it 
sustained Him. 
17 vFor He put on righteousness as a 
breastplate, 
And a helmet of salvation on His head; 
He put on the garments of vengeance 
for clothing, 
And was clad with zeal as a cloak. 
18 wAccording to their deeds, accordingly 
He will repay, 
Fury to His adversaries, 
Recompense to His enemies; 
The coastlands He will fully repay. 
19 xSo shall they fear 
The name of the LORD from the west, 
And His glory from the rising of the 
sun; 
When the enemy comes in Ylike a 
flood, 
The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a 
standard against him. 


20 “The2 Redeemer will come to Zion, 
And to those who turn from 
transgression in Jacob,” 
Says the LORD. 


21“A sa for Me,” says the LORD, “this is My 
covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon 
you, and My words which I have put in your 
mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, 
nor from the mouth of your descendants, 
nor from the mouth of your descendants’ 
descendants,” says the LORD, “from this 
time and forevermore.” 


59:9 Therefore. “Therefore” links Israel’s repentance 
with the prophet’s reprimand. With the pronoun “us, 
Isaiah identified himself with his people’s sins (Ezek. 
9:6-7; Dan. 9:5). 

59:16 no man. God's salvation does not depend on 
humans (Ezek. 22:30). 

59:17 righteousness as a breastplate. This idea 
of the righteous warrior is repeated in Ephesians 
6:13-17. Right standing with God is our protection, 
as surely as the warrior depends on the heavy body 
shield over his heart to protect him from the arrows 
of the enemy. 

59:20 The Redeemer will come. The Redeemer 
comes in the person of Jesus Christ. 

59:21 My Spirit. God promised that His Spirit and His 
Word would never be lost to His people. The covenant 
that He made with them affirms that the Word is firm 
and unshakable. It may not be performed immedi- 
ately, but the hearers can be assured of its truth. He 
also promised that He would always be present with 
His people through the Spirit. This is a promise that 
continues to be comforting to the people of God, and 
it must have brought particular comfort to the people 
who lived in the “silent” years between the preaching 
of Malachi and the coming of John the Baptist. 

59:21 Inspiration of God’s Word—The word inspi- 
ration occurs only once in the New Testament, in 
2 Timothy 3:16. Paul says there “All Scripture is given 


by inspiration of God,” literally “God-breathed.” God 
takes the initiative in communicating with us. Divine 
inspiration logically follows divine revelation. In rev- 
elation God speaks to man’s ear, while by inspiration 
He guides the pen to ensure that the imparted mes- 
sage is correctly written down. God's intent is to give 
His people a right understanding of His revelation 
and a permanent record of His dealings with man- 
kind. The authority of the Bible is from God Himself. 

Bible authors understood that their writings 
were being guided by the Spirit of God, even as they 
wrote them. Peter said this was true of Old Testament 
authors (2 Pet. 1:20—21). He then stated his own let- 
ters were inspired by God (2 Pet. 3:1-2). Finally, he 
pointed out this was also true concerning Paul's writ- 
ings (2 Pet. 3:15). 

This means that the Bible is more than just the 
wise insights of men who desired to follow God. 
God worked in the thinking of the biblical writers 
so the message they wrote was also God’s message. 
While the writings certainly display the individual 
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810 # Isaiah 60:1 


The Gentiles Bless Zion 


60 Arise, ¢shine; 

For your light has come! 

And >the glory of the LORD is risen 
upon you. 

2 For behold, the darkness shall cover 

the earth, 
And deep darkness the people; 
But the LORD will arise over you, 
And His glory will be seen upon you. 

3 The cGentiles shall come to your light, 
And kings to the brightness of your 

rising. 
4 “Liftd up your eyes all around, and see: 
They all gather together, ethey come 
to you; 

Your sons shall come from afar, 

And your daughters shall be nursed at 
your side. 

5 Then you shall see and become radiant, 
And your heart shall swell with joy; 
Because ‘the abundance of the sea 

shall be turned to you, 
The wealth of the Gentiles shall come 
to you. 

6 The multitude of camels shall cover 

your land, 
The dromedaries of Midian and 
sEphah; 
All those from "Sheba shall come; 
They shall bring ‘gold and incense, 
And they shall proclaim the praises of 
the LORD. 

7 All the flocks of ‘Kedar shall be 

gathered together to you, 

The rams of Nebaioth shall minister 
to you; 

They shall ascend with kacceptance on 
My altar, 

And I will glorify the house of My 
glory. 


“Who are these who fly like a cloud, 
And like doves to their roosts? 

mSurely the coastlands shall wait for Me; 
And the ships of Tarshish will come 

first, 

"To bring your sons from afar, 

oTheir silver and their gold with them, 
To the name of the LORD your God, 
And to the Holy One of Israel, 

pBecause He has glorified you. 


oo 


c) 


10 “The? sons of foreigners shall build up 
your walls, 
‘And their kings shall minister to you; 
For sin My wrath I struck you, 
tBut in My favor I have had mercy on 
you. 
ll Therefore your gates “shall be open 
continually; 
They shall not be shut day or night, 
That men may bring to you the wealth 
of the Gentiles, 
And their kings in procession. 
12 vFor the nation and kingdom which will 
not serve you shall perish, 
And those nations shall be utterly 
ruined. 


13 “Thew glory of Lebanon shall come to 
you, 

The cypress, the pine, and the box tree 
together, 

To beautify the place of My sanctuary; 

And I will make *the place of My feet 
glorious. 

4 Also the sons of those who afflicted 
you 

Shall come Ybowing to you, 

And all those who despised you shall 
2fall prostrate at the soles of your 
feet; 

And they shall call you The City of the 
LORD, 

aZion of the Holy One of Israel. 


15 “Whereas you have been forsaken and 
hated, 
So that no one went through you, 
I will make you an eternal excellence, 
A joy of many generations. 
16 You shall drink the milk of the 
Gentiles, 
bAnd milk the breast of kings; 
You shall know that ¢I, the LORD, am 
your Savior 
And your Redeemer, the Mighty One 
of Jacob. 


17 “Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 
Instead of iron I will bring silver, 
Instead of wood, bronze, 

And instead of stones, iron. 
I will also make your officers peace, 
And your magistrates righteousness. 


characteristics of all of the different authors, there is 
also an overall divine influence that unifies the Bible 
as no other book. 

60:1 Arise, shine. This command is directed to Zion 
(v. 14), which is both the recipient of God's light and 
the reflector of it. It is difficult to imagine the world 
without the knowledge of Christ, yet each believer 
who remembers his life before he was born again 
can testify to the power of the light of the gospel. It 
is a great joy to come from the darkness of sin and 
doubt to the light of forgiveness and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. What a joyful command, to “shine” for 
the Savior. 

60:3 Gentiles. The Gentiles are the other nations. 
60:9 ships of Tarshish. The reference to the ships of 


Tarshish alludes to the wealth of King Solomon (2:16; 
1 Kin. 10:22). 

60:12 not serve you shall perish. The nation and 
kingdom that does not serve Zion, where Christ now 
reigns (Acts 2:29-36), shall perish John 3:18; Heb. 2:3; 
9:27; 10:27). 
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18 Violence shall no longer be heard in 
your land, 
Neither wasting nor destruction 
within your borders; 
But you shall call ¢your walls 
Salvation, 
And your gates Praise. 


God the Glory of His People 
19 “The esun shall no longer be your light 
by day, 
Nor for brightness shall the moon give 
light to you; 
But the LORD will be to you an 
everlasting light, 
And fyour God your glory. 

20 Your sun shall no longer go down, 
Nor shall your moon withdraw itself; 
For the LORD will be your everlasting 

light, 
And the days of your mourning shall 
be ended. 

21 hAlso your people shall all be 

righteous; 
iThey shall inherit the land forever, 
iThe branch of My planting, 
kThe work of My hands, 
That I may be glorified. 

22 1A little one shall become a thousand, 
And a small one a strong nation. 

I, the LORD, will hasten it in its time.” 


The Good News of Salvation 
61 “The «Spirit of the Lord GoD is upon 
Me, 


Because the LORD Phas anointed Me 
To preach good tidings to the poor; 
He has sent Me ¢to heal the 
brokenhearted, 
To proclaim 4liberty to the captives, 
And the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound; 
2 eTo proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LORD, 
And fthe day of vengeance of our God; 
To comfort all who mourn, 
3 To console those who mourn in Zion, 
hTo give them beauty for ashes, 
The oil of joy for mourning, 


Isaiah61:10 @ 811 

The garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; 

That they may be called trees of 
righteousness, 

iThe planting of the LORD, ithat He may 
be glorified.” 


4 And they shall "rebuild the old ruins, 
They shall raise up the former 
desolations, 
And they shall repair the ruined 
cities, 
The desolations of many generations. 
'Strangers shall stand and feed your 
flocks, 
And the sons of the foreigner 
Shall be your plowmen and your 
vinedressers. 
mBut you shall be named the priests of 
the LORD, 
They shall call you the servants of our 
God. 
nYou shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, 
And in their glory you shall boast. 
oInstead of your shame you shall have 
double honor, 
And instead of confusion they shall 
rejoice in their portion. 
Therefore in their land they shall 
possess double; 
Everlasting joy shall be theirs. 


“For PI, the LORD, love justice; 
aJ hate robbery for burnt offering; 
I will direct their work in truth, 
‘And will make with them an 
everlasting covenant. 
9 Their descendants shall be known 
among the Gentiles, 
And their offspring among the people. 
All who see them shall acknowledge 
them, 
sThat they are the posterity whom the 
LORD has blessed.” 


10 t] will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
My soul shall be joyful in my God; 
For “He has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation, 
He has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, 


a 


a 


NI 


co) 


60:18 Salvation... Praise. Judging from the figu- 
rative language in verses 15-22, especially verse 17, 
God's salvation and Israel's praise will be the city’s 
defense (Zech. 2:4—5). 

60:19-20 no longer. These verses form the basis 
for the description of the New Jerusalem in the new 
heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1,23; 22:5). 

61:1 Me. The “Me” featured so prominently here is 
the same as the Servant in 42:1; 49:1; 50:4; 52:13. The 
Servant is the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
verse is the passage from Isaiah that Jesus read in 
the synagogue at the beginning of His ministry (Luke 
4:16-21). When He finished reading it, He said, “Today 
this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

61:2 day of vengeance. The day of God's vengeance 
is yet to come. This is the “day” that the Book of Reve- 
lation is talking about (Rev. 11:14-19). 


61:10 Christ’s Righteousness—One of the most 
awesome requirements made upon men and women 
by God is that they be righteous, that is, conform to 
His ethical and moral standards (Ps. 15:2; Mic. 6:8). 
Since God is holy He cannot allow sinners into His 
presence (Is. 6:3—5). We sinners cannot save ourselves 
or make ourselves righteous. Only God's intervention 
can save us and make us righteous. God sent Christ, 
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812 @ Isaiah 61:11 
VAs a bridegroom decks himself with 
ornaments, 
And as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. 
ll For as the earth brings forth its bud, 
As the garden causes the things that 
are sown in it to spring forth, 
So the Lord GoD will cause 
wrighteousness and “praise 
to spring forth before all the 
nations. 


Assurance of Zion’s Salvation 
6 For Zion’s sake I will not hold My 
peace, 
And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest, 
Until her righteousness goes forth as 
brightness, 
And her salvation as a lamp that burns. 
2 aThe Gentiles shall see your 
righteousness, 
And all >kings your glory. 
cYou shall be called by a new name, 
Which the mouth of the LorD will 
name. 
3 You shall also be 4a crown of glory 
In the hand of the LORD, 
And a royal diadem 
In the hand of your God. 
4 eYou shall no longer be termed 
fForsaken, 
Nor shall your land any more be 
termed £Desolate; 
But you shall be called Hephzibah,* 
and your land Beulah;* 
For the LorD delights in you, 
And your land shall be married. 
5 For as a young man marries a virgin, 
So shall your sons marry you; 
And as the bridegroom rejoices over 
the bride, 
hSo shall your God rejoice over you. 


6 il have set watchmen on your walls, 
O Jerusalem; 
They shall never hold their peace day 
or night. 
You who make mention of the LORD, 
do not keep silent, 


7 And give Him no rest till He establishes 
And till He makes Jerusalem /a praise 
in the earth. 


8 The LORD has sworn by His right hand 
And by the arm of His strength: 
“Surely I will no longer &give your grain 
As food for your enemies; 
And the sons of the foreigner shall not 
drink your new wine, 
For which you have labored. 
9 But those who have gathered it shall 
eat it, 
And praise the LORD; 
Those who have brought it together 
shall drink it ‘in My holy courts.” 


10 Go through, 
Go through the gates! 
mPrepare the way for the people; 
Build up, 
Build up the highway! 
Take out the stones, 
nLift up a banner for the peoples! 


ll Indeed the LORD has proclaimed 

To the end of the world: 
o“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Surely your salvation is coming; 
Behold, His Preward is with Him, 
And His work before Him.’” 

12, And they shall call them The Holy 

People, 

The Redeemed of the LORD; 
And you shall be called Sought Out, 
A City Not Forsaken. 


The Lorp in Judgment and 


Salvation 
63 Who is this who comes from Edom, 
With dyed garments from Bozrah, 
This One who is glorious in His 
apparel, 
Traveling in the greatness of His 
strength?— 


“T who speak in righteousness, mighty 
to save.” 


* 62:4 Literally My Delight Is in Her Literally 
Married 


who never sinned, to die for our sins and thus sat- 
isfy His own wrath towards us and our sin. God, at 
the cross, treated Christ as though He had commit- 
ted our sins even though He was righteous. On the 
other hand, when we believe in Christ, He treats us as 
though we were as righteous as Himself (2 Cor. 5:21). 
It is as if God deposits in our spiritual account the very 
worth of Christ, much as though He were a banker 
adding an inexhaustible deposit to our bank account. 
62:2 a new name. A new name, like new clothing, 
signified a new status (Gen. 17:5,15; 32:28; Rev. 2:17). 
62:4 Hephzibah... Beulah. The name “Hephzibah” 
means “my delight is in her”’—in this case, it is the 
Lord’s delight—and “Beulah” means “married.” Both 
of these names are symbolic, pointing to a time when 
Israel's relationship with the Lord is restored. 

62:6 You who make mention of the Lorp. The 


“watchmen,” or prophets, were intercessors. They 
prayed that the Lord’s promises would be fulfilled. 

62:8 The LorD has sworn. When God made the 
promise to Abraham (Heb. 6:13), He swore by Himself; 
so here He again swears in His own name. There is no 
greater name than the name of the Lord, and He can- 
not lie—this is the surest promise man can receive. 

63:1 Edom. Edom epitomized Israel's enemies 
Ps. 137:7; Lam. 4:21-22; Ezek. 25:12; 35:1-5; Obad. 
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2 Why 4is Your apparel red, 
And Your garments like one who 
treads in the winepress? 


3 “T have >trodden the winepress alone, 
And from the peoples no one was 
with Me. 
For I have trodden them in My anger, 
And trampled them in My fury; 
Their blood is sprinkled upon My 
garments, 
And I have stained all My robes. 
4 For the day of vengeance is in My 
heart, 
And the year of My redeemed has 
come. 
5 4d] looked, but ¢there was no one to help, 
And I wondered 
That there was no one to uphold; 
Therefore My own farm brought 
salvation for Me; 
And My own fury, it sustained Me. 
6 Jhave trodden down the peoples in My 
anger, 
Made them drunk in My fury, 
And brought down their strength to 
the earth.” 


God! 's Mercy Remembered 
I will mention the lovingkindnesses of 
the LORD 
And the praises of the LORD, 
According to all that the LORD has 
bestowed on us, 
And the great goodness toward the 
house of Israel, 
Which He has bestowed on them 
according to His mercies, 
According to the multitude of His 
lovingkindnesses. 
8 For He said, “Surely they are My people, 
Children who will not lie.” 
So He became their Savior. 
9 Jn all their affliction He was afflicted, 
hAnd the Angel of His Presence saved 
them; 
In His love and in His pity He 
redeemed them; 
And /He bore them and carried them 
All the days of old. 
10 But they “rebelled and ‘grieved His 
Holy Spirit; 
mSo He turned Himself against them as 
an enemy, 
And He fought against them. 


Isaiah 64:1 © 813 
ll Then he "remembered the days of old, 
Moses and his people, saying: 
“Where is He who °brought them up 
out of the sea 
With the shepherd of His flock? 
pWhere is He who put His Holy Spirit 
within them, 
12 Who led them by the right hand of 
Moses, 
aWith His glorious arm, 
"Dividing the water before them 
To make for Himself an everlasting 
name, 
13 sWho led them through the deep, 
As a horse in the wilderness, 
That they might not stumble?” 


14 Asa beast goes down into the valley, 
And the Spirit of the LORD causes him 
to rest, 
So You lead Your people, 
tTo make Yourself a glorious name. 


A Prayer of Penitence 
15 uLook down from heaven, 
And see “from Your habitation, holy 
and glorious. 
Where are Your zeal and Your strength, 
The yearning wof Your heart and Your 
mercies toward me? 
Are they restrained? 
16 xDoubtless You are our Father, 
Though Abraham Ywas ignorant of us, 
And Israel does not acknowledge us. 
You, O LORD, are our Father; 
Our Redeemer from Everlasting is 
Your name. 
17 O LORD, why have You Zmade us stray 
from Your ways, 
And hardened our heart from Your fear? 
Return for Your servants’ sake, 
The tribes of Your inheritance. 
18 aYour holy people have possessed it but 
a little while; 
>Our adversaries have trodden down 
Your sanctuary. 
19 We have become like those of old, over 
whom You never ruled, 
Those who were never called by Your 
name. 


6 Oh, that You would rend the 
heavens! 
That You would come down! 
That the mountains might shake at 
Your ¢presence— 


13-14). It was famous for its winemaking (v. 3). Boz- 
rah. Bozrah was the chief town of Edom. 

63:3 |. The pronoun “I” refers to Christ in Revelation 
1935. 

63:11 put His Holy Spirit within them. This refers to 
the presence of the Holy Spirit on Moses and his help- 
ers in the desert (Num. 11:17,25). 

63:12 glorious arm. This verse refers to God divid- 
ing the Red Sea (Ex. 15:6; 14:16,21; Ps. 78:13). Isaiah 
is reminding his hearers of the mighty acts that God 
did in the past, as well as the things that He has 
promised to do in the future. Such perspective is 


often helpful when one is bearing difficult times in 
the present. 
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814 @ Isaiah 64:2 
2 As fire burns brushwood, 
As fire causes water to boil— 
To make Your name known to Your 
adversaries, 
That the nations may tremble at Your 
presence! 
3 When »You did awesome things for 
which we did not look, 
You came down, 
The mountains shook at Your presence. 
4 For since the beginning of the world 
cMen have not heard nor perceived by 
the ear, 
Nor has the eye seen any God besides 
You, 
Who acts for the one who waits for 
Him. 
5 You meet him who rejoices and does 
righteousness, 
Who remembers You in Your ways. 
You are indeed angry, for we have 
sinned— 
4Jn these ways we continue; 
And we need to be saved. 


6 But we are all like an unclean thing, 
And all e¢our righteousnesses are like 
filthy rags; 
We all ffade as a leaf, 
And our iniquities, like the wind, 
Have taken us away. 
7 And there is no one who calls on Your 
name, 
Who stirs himself up to take hold of 
You; 
For You have hidden Your face from us, 
And have consumed us because of our 
iniquities. 
8 But now, O LorD, 
You are our Father; 
We are the clay, and You our £potter; 
And all we are the work of Your hand. 
9 Do not be furious, O LORD, 
Nor remember iniquity forever; 
Indeed, please look—we all are Your 
people! 
10 Your holy cities are a wilderness, 
Zion is a wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation. 
Our holy and beautiful temple, 
Where our fathers praised You, 
Is burned up with fire; 
And all "our pleasant things are laid 
waste. 
12 ‘Will You restrain Yourself because of 
these things, O LORD? 
iWill You hold Your peace, and afflict 
us very severely? 


1 


= 


The Righteousness of God's 
Judgment 
6 5 “I was 4sought by those who did not 
ask for Me; 
Iwas found by those who did not 
seek Me. 
I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ 
To a nation that >was not called by My 
name. 
2 cl have stretched out My hands all day 
long to a 4rebellious people, 
Who ewalk in a way that is not good, 
According to their own thoughts; 
3 A people fwho provoke Me to anger 
continually to My face; 
Who sacrifice in gardens, 
And burn incense on altars of brick; 
4 hWho sit among the graves, 
And spend the night in the tombs; 
‘Who eat swine’s flesh, 
And the broth of abominable things is 
in their vessels; 
5 iWho say, ‘Keep to yourself, 
Do not come near me, 
For Iam holier than you!’ 
These are smoke in My nostrils, 
A fire that burns all the day. 


6 “Behold, it is written before Me: 
'T will not keep silence, “but will 
repay— 
Even repay into their bosom— 
7 Your iniquities and "the iniquities of 
your fathers together,” 
Says the LORD, 
o“Who have burned incense on the 
mountains 
pAnd blasphemed Me on the hills; 
Therefore I will measure their former 
work into their bosom.” 


8Thus says the LORD: 


“As the new wine is found in the cluster, 
And one says, ‘Do not destroy it, 
For a blessing is in it,’ 
So will I do for My servants’ sake, 
That I may not destroy them ‘all. 
9 Jwill bring forth descendants from 
Jacob, 
And from Judah an heir of My 
mountains; 
My Select shall inherit it, 
And My servants shall dwell there. 
10 tSharon shall be a fold of flocks, 
And “the Valley of Achor a place for 
herds to lie down, 
For My people who have Ysought Me. 


64:4 Nor has the eye seen. Paul cites this verse with 
some changes in 1 Corinthians 2:9. 

64:10 wilderness ... desolation. The prophetic pic- 
ture of devastation of the land is probably referring to 
the time of the Babylonian invasion. 

65:1 those who did not ask for Me. Paul saw his min- 
istry to the Gentiles as a fulfillment of this promise 
(Rom. 10:20—21). 

65:10 Sharon... Valley of Achor. Sharon, on the 
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11 “But you are those who forsake the 
LORD, 
Who forget ~My holy mountain, 
Who prepare <a table for Gad,* 
And who furnish a drink offering for 
Meni.* 
12 Therefore I will number you for the 


sword, 

And you shall all bow down to the 
slaughter; 

yBecause, when I called, you did not 

answer; 

When I spoke, you did not hear, 

But did evil before My eyes, 

And chose that in which I do not 
delight.” 


13Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: 


“Behold, My servants shall eat, 
But you shall be hungry; 
Behold, My servants shall drink, 
But you shall be thirsty; 
Behold, My servants shall rejoice, 
But you shall be ashamed; 
4 Behold, My servants shall sing for joy 
of heart, 
But you shall cry for sorrow of heart, 
And 2wail for grief of spirit. 
15 You shall leave your name @as a curse 
to >My chosen; 
For the Lord GoD will slay you, 
And ¢call His servants by another 
name; 
16 dSo that he who blesses himself in the 
earth 
Shall bless himself in the God of truth; 
And ehe who swears in the earth 
Shall swear by the God of truth; 
Because the former troubles are 
forgotten, 
And because they are hidden from My 
eyes. 


The Glorious New Creation 
17 “For behold, I create fnew heavens and 
a new earth; 
And the former shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what 
I create; 
For behold, I create Jerusalem as a 
rejoicing, 
And her people a joy. 


Isaiah 66:1 @ 815 
19 g] will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
And joy in My people; 
The voice of weeping shall no longer 
be heard in her, 
Nor the voice of crying. 


20 “No more shall an infant from there live 

but a few days, 

Nor an old man who has not fulfilled 
his days; 

For the child shall die one hundred 
years old, 

iBut the sinner being one hundred 
years old shall be accursed. 

21 iThey shall build houses and inhabit 

them; 
They shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. 

22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 
They shall not plant and another eat; 
For ‘as the days of a tree, so shall be 

the days of My people, 
And '™My elect shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. 

23 They shall not labor in vain, 

"Nor bring forth children for trouble; 
For °they shall be the descendants of 
the blessed of the LORD, 
And their offspring with them. 


24 “Tt shall come to pass 
That ?before they call, I will answer; 
And while they are still speaking, I 
will thear. 
25 The 'wolf and the lamb shall feed 
together, 
The lion shall eat straw like the ox, 
sAnd dust shall be the serpent’s food. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
My holy mountain,” 
Says the LORD. 


True Worship and False 
66 Thus says the LORD: 


a“Heaven is My throne, 
And earth is My footstool. 
Where is the house that you will build 
Me? 
And where is the place of My rest? 


*65:11 Literally Troop or Fortune, a pagan 
deity ¢ Literally Number or Destiny, a pagan 
deity 


coastal plain in the west, and the Valley of Achor, near 
Jericho in the east, represent the whole land. 

65:17 new heavens and a new earth. As God fash- 
ioned the existing heavens and earth, so He will fash- 
ion a new cosmos that will be ready for His presence 
and for the enjoyment of His people (Rev. 21:4). 
65:20 child shall die one hundred years old. \n the 
coming kingdom the life spans will be much greater. 
People will not be affected by disease and aging in 
the same way as in our present age. This time prob- 
ably refers to the millennial kingdom (Rev. 20:1-6). 
65:25 wolf... lamb. This picture is also presented in 
11:6-9. It is a picture of regenerated nature that will 
occur in the new heavens and new earth. 


66:1 Where is the house. No place on earth can 
accommodate the transcendent God. Even the tem- 
ple built by Solomon, which was filled with the glory 
of the Lord (1 Kin. 8:11), did not really contain the Lord. 
He called it a “a temple for My name” (1 Kin. 8:18). 
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816 @ Isaiah 66:2 
2 For all those things My hand has made, 
And all those things exist,” 
Says the LORD. 
b“But on this one will I look: 
¢On him who is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, 
And who trembles at My word. 
3 “Hed who kills a bull is as if he slays a 
man; 
He who sacrifices a lamb, as if he 
ebreaks a dog’s neck; 
He who offers a grain offering, as if he 
offers swine’s blood; 
He who burns incense, as if he blesses 
an idol. 
Just as they have chosen their own 
ways, 
And their soul delights in their 
abominations, 
4 So will I choose their delusions, 
And bring their fears on them; 
fBecause, when I called, no one 
answered, 
When I spoke they did not hear; 
But they did evil before My eyes, 
And chose that in which I do not 
delight.” 


The LorD Vindicates Zion 
5 Hear the word of the LORD, 

You who tremble at His word: 

“Your brethren who £hated you, 
Who cast you out for My name’s sake, 
said, 
h‘Let the LORD be glorified, 
That ‘we may see your joy.’ 
But they shall be ashamed.” 


6 The sound of noise from the city! 
A voice from the temple! 
The voice of the LORD, 
Who fully repays His enemies! 


7 “Before she was in labor, she gave birth; 
Before her pain came, 
She delivered a male child. 
8 Who has heard such a thing? 
Who has seen such things? 
Shall the earth be made to give birth 
in one day? 
Or shall a nation be born at once? 
For as soon as Zion was in labor, 
She gave birth to her children. 
9 ShallI bring to the time of birth, and not 
cause delivery?” says the LORD. 
“Shall I who cause delivery shut up the 
womb?” says your God. 


10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, 

And be glad with her, all you who love 
her; 

Rejoice for joy with her, all you who 
mourn for her; 

ll That you may feed and be satisfied 
With the consolation of her bosom, 
That you may drink deeply and be 

delighted 
With the abundance of her glory.” 


12For thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, ‘I will extend peace to her like 

a river, 

And the glory of the Gentiles like a 
flowing stream. 

Then you shall feed; 

On her sides shall you be 'carried, 

And be dandled on her knees. 

13, As one whom his mother comforts, 

So I will "comfort you; 

And you shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem.” 


The Reign and Indignation of God 
14 When you see this, your heart shall 
rejoice, 
And "your bones shall flourish like 
grass; 
The hand of the LORD shall be known 
to His servants, 
And His indignation to His enemies. 
15 oFor behold, the LORD will come with 
fire 
And with His chariots, like a 
whirlwind, 
To render His anger with fury, 
And His rebuke with flames of fire. 
16 For by fire and by "His sword 
The LORD will judge all flesh; 
And the slain of the LORD shall be 
amany. 


17 “Those’ who sanctify themselves and 

purify themselves, 

To go to the gardens 

After an idol in the midst, 

Eating swine’s flesh and the 
abomination and the mouse, 

Shall be consumed together,” says the 
LORD. 


18“For I Rnow their works and their 
sthoughts. It shall be that I will tgather all 
nations and tongues; and they shall come 
and see My glory. !9I will set a sign among 
them; and those among them who escape 


66:3 as if he slays aman. This may refer to child sac- 
rifice (57:5). as if he breaks a dog’s neck... offers 
swine’s blood. The dog and the pig were both 
unclean animals; this may refer to a pagan practice. 
66:6 sound of noise from the city .. . voice from 
the temple . . . enemies. |saiah heard the sound of 
noise from the city and the temple, the Lord giving 
His enemies what they deserved. This prophecy may 
find its fulfillment at the Lord’s second coming (66:17; 
2 Thess. 1:7—10). 


66:16 fire ... sword. The Divine Warrior comes 
with fire and sword (Luke 21:24; Rev. 19:11-15). 
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I will send to the nations: to Tarshish and 
Pul* and Lud, who draw the bow, and Tubal 
and Javan, to the coastlands afar off who 
have not heard My fame nor seen My glory. 
vAnd they shall declare My glory among 
the Gentiles. 2°Then they shall wbring all 
your brethren «for an offering to the LORD 
out of all nations, on horses and in chari- 
ots and in litters, on mules and on camels, 
to My holy mountain Jerusalem,” says the 
LORD, “as the children of Israel bring an of- 
fering in a clean vessel into the house of the 
LORD. 21And I will also take some of them 
for Ypriests and Levites,” says the LORD. 


22 “For as 2the new heavens and the new 
earth 
Which I will make shall remain before 
Me,” says the LORD, 


Isaiah 66:24 @ 817 
“So shall your descendants and your 
name remain. 
23° And it shall come to pass 
That from one New Moon to 
another, 
And from one Sabbath to another, 
bAIl flesh shall come to worship before 
Me,” says the LORD. 


24 “And they shall go forth and look 
Upon the corpses of the men 
Who have transgressed against Me. 
For their “worm does not die, 
And their fire is not quenched. 
They shall be an abhorrence to all 
flesh.” 


*66:19 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint reads Put (compare Jeremiah 46:9). 


The word picture promises judgment and punish- 
ment. 

66:23 All flesh shall come to worship before 
Me. In the end, every person will bow to the Lord, 
whether they were followers of God or not. This idea 
is repeated in more detail in Romans 14:11, 1 Corin- 
thians 15:24-25, Philippians 2:10, and Revelation 
15:4. 

66:24 And their fire is not quenched. This verse is 
cited by Jesus in Mark 9:44, 46, and 48. The imag- 
ery is drawn from the Valley of Hinnom that was 


Jerusalem's garbage dump, where unclean corpses 
decomposed and were burned. The final eter- 
nal punishment is the lake of fire (Rev. 20:1-15). 
Although the Book of Isaiah depicts God's coming 
salvation, it closes with a strong statement of the 
judgment of the wicked. 
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THE BOOK OF 


JEREMIAH 


> AUTHOR: Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah the priest and lived just over two 
miles north of Jerusalem. The book clearly states that Jeremiah is its author, and 
that he dictated all his prophecies to his secretary Baruch. A first copy of the work 
was destroyed by the king, after which Jeremiah produced a more complete edition 
(36:32). The only segment of this book not credited to Jeremiah is chapter 52. This 
supplement is almost identical to 2 Kings 24:18—25:30, and may have been add- 
ed by Baruch. Daniel alludes to Jeremiah’s prophecy of the seventy-year captivity 
(25:11-14; 29:10; Dan. 9:2), and Jeremiah’s authorship is also confirmed by Ecclesias- 
ticus, Josephus, and the Talmud. 

> TIME: c. 627-580 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Jer. 7:23-24 

> THEME: In the Book of Jeremiah we get an intimate picture of this prophet’s 
life and thoughts. He was constantly rejected for speaking God's message, often 
lamenting to God. For this fact he is often called the weeping prophet. His ministry 
begins in 627 B.c., during the reign of King Josiah, who brought about reform after 
finding the Book of Deuteronomy in the temple. By that time Judah was a weak 
kingdom that was subject to the major political forces of the day, which were Egypt 
and Babylon. While Josiah’s reform was certainly a step in the right direction, many 
of the people didn’t follow through on the implications of what the law taught. Jere- 
miah demonstrated God’s perspective on the political upheaval going on through- 


out Judah in his day. 


The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilki- 

ah, of the priests who were ¢in Anathoth 
in the land of Benjamin, 2to whom the word 
of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the 
son of Amon, king of Judah, ¢in the thir- 
teenth year of his reign. 3It came also in the 
days of ¢Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king 
of Judah, ¢until the end of the eleventh year 
of Zedekiah the son of Josiah, king of Ju- 
dah, ‘until the carrying away of Jerusalem 
captive £in the fifth month. 


The Prophet Is Called 
4Then the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying: 


5 “Before I "formed you in the womb ‘I 
knew you; 


Before you were born I jsanctified you; 
lordained you a prophet to the nations.” 


6Then said I: 


k“Ah, Lord Gop! 
Behold, I cannot speak, for lama 
youth.” 


7But the LORD said to me: 


“Do not say, ‘Iam a youth,’ 

For you shall go to all to whom I send 
you, 

And !whatever I command you, you 
shall speak. 

8 mDo not be afraid of their faces, 

For "I am with you to deliver you,” 

says the LORD. 


1:1 Jeremiah. The name probably means either “the 
Lord exalts” or “the Lord establishes.” 

1:4 Then the word of the LorD came to me, saying. 
This was a standard way of introducing a divine ora- 
cle at the beginning of a prophetic book. Jeremiah 
did not speak out of his own imagination. He spoke 
as God revealed His word and will. 

1:5 Before | formed you in the womb | knew you. 
Jeremiah was keenly aware that the call of God in 
his life had been determined by God from before his 
conception. As God's word became a reality in his life, 
the prophet understood that God knew him and had 
called him to proclaim a critical message at a crucial 


point in the history of the nation. The word “knew” 
refers to an intimate knowledge that comes from 
relationship and personal commitment. 

1:8 | am with you to deliver you. Twice in his call (v. 
19), God reassured Jeremiah of His presence and pro- 
tection. In moments of personal crisis, Jeremiah prays 
these words back to God (20:11). 
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9Then the LORD put forth His hand and 
otouched my mouth, and the LoRD said to 
me: 


“Behold, I have »put My words in your 
mouth. 
10 aSee, I have this day set you over the 
nations and over the kingdoms, 
To 'root out and to pull down, 
To destroy and to throw down, 
To build and to plant.” 


Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?” 

And I said, “I see a branch of an almond 
tree.” 

12Then the LORD said to me, “You have 
seen well, for I am ready to perform My 
word.” 

13And the word of the LORD came to me 
ube Seconel time, saying, “What do you 
see?” 

And I said, “I see sa boiling pot, and it is 
facing away from the north.” 

4Then the LorRD said to me: 


“Out of the tnorth calamity shall break 
forth 
On all the inhabitants of the land. 
15 For behold, Iam vcalling 
All the families of the kingdoms of the 
north,” says the LORD; 
“They shall come and veach one set his 
throne 
At the entrance of the gates of 
Jerusalem, 
Against all its walls all around, 
And against all the cities of Judah. 
16 [ will utter My judgments 
Against them concerning all their 
wickedness, 
Because “they have forsaken Me, 
Burned “incense to other gods, 
And worshiped the works of their own 
vhands. 


17 “Therefore zprepare yourself and arise, 
And speak to them all that I command 
you. 
aDo not be dismayed before their faces, 
Lest I dismay you before them. 
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18 For behold, I have made you this day 
bA fortified city and an iron pillar, 
And bronze walls against the whole 
land— 
Against the kings of Judah, 
Against its princes, 
Against its priests, 
And against the people of the land. 
19 They will fight against you, 
But they shall not prevail against you. 
For I am with you,” says the LorD, “to 
deliver you.” 


God's Case Against Israel 
Moreover the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2“Go and cry in the hearing 
of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: 


“T remember you, 
The kindness of your «youth, 
The love of your betrothal, 
bWhen you went after Me in the 
wilderness, 
In a land not sown. 

3 cIsrael was holiness to the LORD, 
4The firstfruits of His increase. 
eAll that devour him will offend; 

Disaster will fcome upon them,” says 
the LORD.’” 


4Hear the word of the LORD, O house of 
Jacob and all the families of the house of 
Israel. 'Thus says the LORD: 


s“What injustice have your fathers 

found in Me, 

That they have gone far from Me, 

hHave followed idols, 
And have become idolaters? 
6 Neither did they say, ‘Where is the 

LORD, 

Who ‘brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, 

Who led us through ‘the wilderness, 

Through a land of deserts and pits, 

Through a land of drought and the 
shadow of death, 

Through a land that no one crossed 

And where no one dwelt?’ 


1:9 | have put My words in your mouth. This verse 
gives us an understanding of the dual nature of 
Scripture. The message is the Lord’s; its expression 
is accomplished through His servants the prophets 
(Heb. 1:1). 

1:10 | have this day set you over the nations. The 
nations were instruments in God’s purpose of reveal- 
ing Himself. The Lord would use Babylon to punish 
Judah, and then He would use the Persians to punish 
Babylon. 

1:11 | see a branch of an almond tree. God con- 
firmed His call to Jeremiah with two visions. The 
first vision involved an almond tree, which blossoms 
when other trees are still dormant. The almond tree 
served as a harbinger of spring, as though it watched 
over the beginning of the season. Ina similar fashion, 
God was watching over His word, ready to bring judg- 
ment on Israel. 

1:13 | see a boiling pot, and it is facing away from 


the north. This is the second vision God used to con- 
firm Jeremiah’s call. Judgment was coming from the 
north. 

1:17 Therefore prepare yourself. This means tuck 
your robe into your belt so you can run, or “gird up 
your loins” (1 Sam. 2:4). 

1:18 A fortified city. This military language indicates 
that God would fight for Jeremiah. His defense sys- 
tem could not be battered down or tunneled under 
by men and armies. 

2:1-3 The love of your betrothal. Chapter 2 is 
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820 @ Jeremiah 2:7 
7 Tbrought you into *a bountiful 
country, 
To eat its fruit and its goodness. 
But when you entered, you 'defiled My 
land 
And made My heritage an abomination. 
8 The priests did not say, ‘Where is the 
LORD?’ 
And those who handle the ™law did 
not know Me; 
The rulers also transgressed against 
Me; 
nThe prophets prophesied by Baal, 
And walked after things that do not 
profit. 


9 “Therefore °I will yet bring charges 
against you,” says the LORD, 
“And against your children’s children I 
will bring charges. 
For pass beyond the coasts of Cyprus* 
and see, 
Send to Kedar* and consider 
diligently, 
And see if there has been such a 
pthing. 
qHas a nation changed its gods, 
Which are "not gods? 
sBut My people have changed their 
Glory 
For what does not profit. 
Be astonished, O heavens, at this, 
And be horribly afraid; 
Be very desolate,” says the LORD. 
“For My people have committed two 
evils: 
They have forsaken Me, the ‘fountain 
of living waters, 
And hewn themselves cisterns— 
broken cisterns that can hold no 
water. 
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“Ts Israel “a servant? 
Is he a homeborn slave? 
Why is he plundered? 
vThe young lions roared at him, and 
growled; 
They made his land waste; 
His cities are burned, without 
inhabitant. 
16 Also the people of Noph* and 
wTahpanhes 
Have broken the crown of your head. 


I 


a 


17 xHave you not brought this on yourself, 

In that you have forsaken the LORD 
your God 

When YHe led you in the way? 

18 And now why take 2the road to Egypt, 
To drink the waters of ¢Sihor? 
Or why take the road to Assyria, 
To drink the waters of the River?* 

19 Your own wickedness will ¢correct 


you, 

And your backslidings will rebuke 
you. 

Know therefore and see that it is an 
evil and bitter thing 

That you have forsaken the LORD your 
God, 

And the fear of Me is not in you,” 

Says the Lord GoD of hosts. 


20 “For of old I have “broken your yoke 
and burst your bonds; 
And e¢you said, ‘I will not transgress,’ 
When fon every high hill and under 
every green tree 
You lay down, “playing the harlot. 
1 Yet I had "planted you a noble vine, a 
seed of highest quality. 
How then have you turned before Me 
Into ‘the degenerate plant of an alien 
vine? 
2 For though you wash yourself with lye, 
and use much soap, 
Yet your iniquity is imarked before 
Me,” says the Lord Gop. 


23 “Howk can you say, ‘I am not polluted, 
Ihave not gone after the Baals’? 
See your way in the valley; 
Know what you have done: 
You are a swift dromedary breaking 
loose in her ways, 
24 A wild donkey used to the wilderness, 
That sniffs at the wind in her desire; 
In her time of mating, who can turn 
her away? 
All those who seek her will not weary 
themselves; 
In her month they will find her. 


iS 


we 


*2:10 Hebrew Kittim, western lands, especially 
Cyprus ¢ Inthe northern Arabian desert, rep- 
resentative of the eastern cultures *2:16 That 
is, Memphis in ancient Egypt *2:18 That is, the 
Euphrates 


presented in the form of a covenant lawsuit, an indict- 
ment brought by God against His people. Jeremiah 
challenged the people of Judah to remember God. 
2:8 priests... rulers... prophets. Those who should 
have known God most intimately did not know Him 
at all. The rulers transgressed against God and His 
covenant. The prophets prophesied in the name of 
Baal rather than God. 

2:13 broken cisterns. The people could have cho- 
sen a “fountain of living waters.” Instead they chose 
broken cisterns that would have been useless for 
sustaining life. 

2:15 The young lions. Assyria laid waste to Israel and 
Judah during several invasions between 734 and 701 
B.C. 


2:16 the people of Noph and Tahpanhes. Egypt 
forced Judah into a vassal relationship. 

2:19 backslidings. |srael had turned in every direc- 
tion for help except to the true source of safety and 
security. 

2:23-25 a swift dromedary. The image is that of a 
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25 Withhold your foot from being unshod, 
and your throat from thirst. 
But you said, ‘There is no hope. 
No! For I have loved “aliens, and after 
them I will go.’ 


26 “As the thief is ashamed when he is 
found out, 
So is the house of Israel ashamed; 
They and their kings and their 
princes, and their priests and 
their "prophets, 
27 Saying to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ 
And to a °stone, ‘You gave birth to me.’ 
For they have turned their back to Me, 
and not their face. 

But in the time of their trouble 

They will say, ‘Arise and save us.’ 

28 But ¢where are your gods that you 

have made for yourselves? 

Let them arise, 

If they "can save you in the time of 
your trouble; 

For saccording to the number of your 
cities 

Are your gods, O Judah. 

29 “Why will you plead with Me? 

You all have transgressed against Me,” 
says the LORD. 

30 “In vain I have ‘chastened your children; 
They “received no correction. 

Your sword has vdevoured your 
prophets 
Like a destroying lion. 


31 “O generation, see the word of the 
Lorp! 
Have I been a wilderness to Israel, 
Or a land of darkness? 
Why do My people say, ‘We are lords; 
wWe will come no more to You’? 
32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments, 
Or a bride her attire? 
Yet My people xhave forgotten Me 
days without number. 


33 “Why do you beautify your way to seek 
love? 
Therefore you have also taught 
The wicked women your ways. 
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34 Also on your skirts is found 
yThe blood of the lives of the poor 
innocents. 
Ihave not found it by secret search, 
But plainly on all these things. 

35 zYet you Say, ‘Because I am innocent, 
Surely His anger shall turn from me.’ 
Behold, @I will plead My case against 

you, 
>Because you Say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 
36 cWhy do you gad about so much to 
change your way? 
Also ¢you shall be ashamed of Egypt 
eas you were ashamed of Assyria. 

37 Indeed you will go forth from him 
With your hands on fyour head; 

For the LORD has rejected your trusted 
allies, 
And you will ¢not prosper by them. 


Israel Is Shameless 
“They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, 
And she goes from him 
And becomes another man’s, 
aMay he return to her again?’ 
Would not that “land be greatly 
polluted? 
But you have ‘played the harlot with 
many lovers; 
dYet return to Me,” says the LORD. 


2 “Lift up your eyes to ethe desolate 
heights and see: 
Where have you not lain with men? 
fBy the road you have sat for them 
Like an Arabian in the wilderness; 
And you have polluted the land 
With your harlotries and your 
wickedness. 
3 Therefore the "showers have been 
withheld, 
And there has been no latter rain. 
You have had a ‘harlot’s forehead; 
You refuse to be ashamed. 
4 Will you not from this time cry to Me, 
‘My Father, You are ithe guide of my 
youth? 
5 lWill He remain angry forever? 
Will He keep it to the end?’ 


camel who is in heat, vividly portraying Israel's lust 
for foreign gods. 

2:32 Yet My people have forgotten Me. In the 
ancient world, those women who were not slaves 
normally possessed a variety of rings, bracelets, and 
ornaments made from gold, silver, or bronze. Many 
of these were exquisite in appearance and were fre- 
quently inlaid with semiprecious stones. Ornaments 
of this kind were commonly part of the wedding fin- 
ery of a bride. The nation Israel, however, which was 
God's bride, had behaved in a completely unnatural 
fashion by presuming to forget the God to whom the 
people were so intimately bound by the Sinai cov- 
enant. In forgetting their God for so long a time they 
had actually rejected Him and His claims upon them, 
a prospect which Jeremiah found almost impossible 
to believe. 

3:1 Ifa man divorces his wife. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 


forbids a man to remarry his divorced wife if she 
has remarried and been divorced in the meantime. 
The implication is that the woman has been defiled 
by the second marriage. After forsaking God, Israel 
had taken many other lovers, that is, the nation wor- 
shiped many other gods. Yet the Lord in His mercy 
still extended His loving hand to His unfaithful bride. 
3:3 showers... latter rain. There were two types of 
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822 Jeremiah 3:6 

Behold, you have spoken and done evil 
things, 

As you were able.” 


A Call to Repentance 

6The LORD said also to me in the days 
of Josiah the king: “Have you seen what 
mbacksliding Israel has done? She has 
ngone up on every high mountain and un- 
der every green tree, and there played the 
harlot. 7And I said, after she had done all 
these things, ‘Return to Me.’ But she did not 
return. And her treacherous Psister Judah 
saw it. 8Then I saw that ¢for all the causes 
for which backsliding Israel had commit- 
ted adultery, I had "put her away and given 
her a certificate of divorce; syet her treach- 
erous sister Judah did not fear, but went 
and played the harlot also. 9So it came to 
pass, through her casual harlotry, that she 
tdefiled the land and committed adultery 
with “stones and trees. !9And yet for all 
this her treacherous sister Judah has not 
turned to Me vwith her whole heart, but in 
pretense,” says the LORD. 

Then the LorD said to me, ““Backslid- 
ing Israel has shown herself more righ- 
teous than treacherous Judah. !2Go and 
proclaim these words toward *the north, 
and say: 


‘Return, backsliding Israel,’ says the 
LORD; 

‘T will not cause My anger to fall on 
you. 

For I am ymerciful,’ says the LORD; 

‘I will not remain angry forever. 

13 zOnly acknowledge your iniquity, 

That you have transgressed against 
the LoRD your God, 

And have ¢scattered your charms 

To »alien deities ‘under every green 
tree, 

And you have not obeyed My voice,’ 
says the LORD. 


14“Return, O backsliding children,” says 
the LORD; 4“for Iam married to you. I will 
take you, one from a city and two from a 
family, and I will bring you to fZion. 5And 


I will give you shepherds according to My 
heart, who will "feed you with knowledge 
and understanding. 

16“Then it shall come to pass, when you 
are multiplied and ‘increased in the land in 
those days,” says the LORD, “that they will 
say no more, “The ark of the covenant of 
the LORD.’ ‘It shall not come to mind, nor 
shall they remember it, nor shall they visit 
it, nor shall it be made anymore. 

17“At that time Jerusalem shall be called 
The Throne of the LORD, and all the nations 
shall be gathered to it, *to the name of the 
LORD, to Jerusalem. No more shall they 
follow the dictates of their evil hearts. 

18“In those days ™the house of Judah 
shall walk with the house of Israel, and 
they shall come together out of the land of 
nthe north to °the land that I have given as 
an inheritance to your fathers. 

19“But I said: 


‘How can I put you among the 
children 
And give you Ya pleasant land, 
A beautiful heritage of the hosts of 
nations?’ 


“And I said: 


“You shall call Me, “My Father,” 
And not turn away from Me.’ 
20 Surely, as a wife treacherously departs 
from her husband, 
So "have you dealt treacherously with 
Me, 
O house of Israel,” says the LORD. 


21 A voice was heard on ‘the desolate 
heights, 
Weeping and supplications of the 
children of Israel. 
For they have perverted their way; 
They have forgotten the LORD their 
God. 


22 “Return, you backsliding 
children, 
And I will theal your backslidings.” 


“Indeed we do come to You, 
For You are the LORD our God. 


rain that fell in Israel in the spring from March to early 
April. These were vital for the fields and crops. 

3:6 in the days of Josiah the king. The reign of Josiah 
(640-609 B.c.) followed the idolatrous reigns of Ma- 
nasseh (697-642 B.c.) and Amon (642-640 B.c.). 

3:8 backsliding Israel had committed adultery. 
Because of Israel’s adultery, the Lord presented her 
with a certificate of divorce based on Deuteronomy 
24:1-4. As a consequence, in 722 B.c. Israel was taken 
captive by Assyria, and Samaria was destroyed. Judah 
looked on but did not learn from Israel’s example. 
3:15 And | will give you shepherds. Throughout the 
Bible God provides shepherds for His people to watch 
over them, guide them, care for them, and lead them. 
From Moses in the Old Testament to Jesus in the New, 
God provides faithful, devoted leaders after His own 
heart. 

3:16 when you are multiplied and increased. 


God ordained that His shepherds would lead Israel 
through a time of blessing, increase in numbers, and 
material prosperity. 

3:19 give you a pleasant land. The possession of the 
land was always dependent on the covenant faith- 
ulness of Israel to their God. The Lord’s desire has 
always been to bless His people. 
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23 uTruly, in vain is salvation hoped for 
from the hills, 
And from the multitude of mountains; 
vTruly, in the LORD our God 
Is the salvation of Israel. 
24 wFor shame has devoured 
The labor of our fathers from our 
youth— 
Their flocks and their herds, 
Their sons and their daughters. 
25 We lie down in our shame, 
And our reproach covers us. 
xFor we have sinned against the LORD 
our God, 
We and our fathers, 
From our youth even to this day, 
And vhave not obeyed the voice of the 
LORD our God.” 


4 “If you will return, O Israel,” says the 
LORD, 
a“Return to Me; 
And if you will put away your 
abominations out of My sight, 
Then you shall not be moved. 
2 bAnd you shall swear, ‘The LORD lives,’ 
cIn truth, in judgment, and in 
righteousness; 
4The nations shall bless themselves in 
Him, 
And in Him they shall eglory.” 
3For thus says the LORD to the men of 
Judah and Jerusalem: 


f“Break up your fallow ground, 
And £do not sow among thorns. 
4 hCircumcise yourselves to the LORD, 

And take away the foreskins of your 
hearts, 

You men of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, 

Lest My fury come forth like fire, 

And burn so that no one can quench it, 

Because of the evil of your doings.” 


An Imminent Invasion 
5Declare in Judah and proclaim in Jeru- 
salem, and say: 


Jeremiah 4:12. @ 823 
i*Blow the trumpet in the land; 
Cry, ‘Gather together,’ 
And say, /‘Assemble yourselves, 
And let us go into the fortified cities.’ 
6 Set up the standard toward Zion. 
Take refuge! Do not delay! 
For I will bring disaster from the 
Rnorth, 
And great destruction.” 


7 IThe lion has come up from his 
thicket, 
And “the destroyer of nations is on 
his way. 
He has gone forth from his place 
nTo make your land desolate. 
Your cities will be laid waste, 
Without inhabitant. 
8 For this, °clothe yourself with 
sackcloth, 
Lament and wail. 
For the fierce anger of the LORD 
Has not turned back from us. 


9 “And it shall come to pass in that day,” 
says the LORD, 
“That the heart of the king shall 
perish, 
And the heart of the princes; 
The priests shall be astonished, 
And the prophets shall wonder.” 


10 Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! 
pSurely You have greatly deceived this 
people and Jerusalem, 
aSaying, ‘You shall have peace,’ 
Whereas the sword reaches to the 
heart.” 


ll At that time it will be said 
To this people and to Jerusalem, 
r“A dry wind of the desolate heights 
blows in the wilderness 
Toward the daughter of My people— 
Not to fan or to cleanse— 
122 A wind too strong for these will come 
for Me; 
Now SI will also speak judgment 
against them.” 


3:23 from the multitude of mountains. The moun- 
tains were centers of idol worship and thus were 
strongholds of falsehood. True salvation or deliver- 
ance could be found only in the true God of Israel. 
4:2 The Loro lives. This phrase was regularly used 
in oaths. When spoken by those faithful to the cov- 
enant, it should have been a sign of truth, judgment, 
and righteousness. Failure to be willing to owe God 
their faithfulness and worship brought terrible con- 
sequences to Israel, the northern kingdom, and then 
to Judah, and resulted in failure of the nations to 
be converted as well. Because Israel would not give 
glory to God, the rest of the world could not. 

4:4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lorb. Circumcision 
was a sign of the covenant relationship between Is- 
rael and God (Gen. 17:10-14). The intent of God was 
always that the outward symbol should be a sign of a 
reality of total devotion to Him (Deut. 10:12-21). 

4:5 Blow the trumpet in the land. Jeremiah 


announced the judgment of Judah and Jerusalem 
with the alarming sound of a trumpet, literally a shofar 
made of a ram’s horn. This was the instrument used to 
sound the alarm when an enemy attacked a city. 

4:7 from his thicket. Destruction would come as a 
terrible surprise, like a lion hiding and then pouncing 
on its prey. The desolation of the land and the depor- 
tation of the people would be the result. 

4:8 clothe yourself with sackcloth. This material 
was a rough-textured fabric that was worn as a sign 
of mourning or distress (6:21). 
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824 @ Jeremiah 4:13 
13 “Behold, he shall come up like clouds, 
And this chariots like a whirlwind. 
uHis horses are swifter than eagles. 
Woe to us, for we are plundered!” 


4 O Jerusalem, wash your heart from 
wickedness, 
That you may be saved. 
How long shall your evil thoughts 
lodge within you? 
15 For a voice declares “from Dan 
And proclaims affliction from Mount 
Ephraim: 
16 “Make mention to the nations, 
Yes, proclaim against Jerusalem, 
That watchers come from a *far 
country 
And raise their voice against the cities 
of Judah. 
17 yLike keepers of a field they are against 
her all around, 
Because she has been rebellious 
against Me,” says the LORD. 
18 “Yourz ways and your doings 
Have procured these things for you. 
This is your wickedness, 
Because it is bitter, 
Because it reaches to your heart.” 


Sorrow for the Doomed Nation 
19 O my 4soul, my soul! 
Iam pained in my very heart! 
My heart makes a noise in me; 
I cannot hold my peace, 
Because you have heard, O my soul, 
The sound of the trumpet, 
The alarm of war. 

20 bDestruction upon destruction is cried, 
For the whole land is plundered. 
Suddenly ‘my tents are plundered, 
And my curtains in a moment. 

21 How long will I see the standard, 
And hear the sound of the trumpet? 


22 “For My people are foolish, 
They have not known Me. 
They are silly children, 
And they have no understanding. 


aThey are wise to do evil, 
But to do good they have no knowledge.” 


23 eJ beheld the earth, and indeed it was 
fwithout form, and void; 
And the heavens, they had no light. 
24 s]T beheld the mountains, and indeed 
they trembled, 
And all the hills moved back and 
forth. 
25 I beheld, and indeed there was no 
man, 
And fall the birds of the heavens had 
fled. 
26 | beheld, and indeed the fruitful land 
was a ‘wilderness, 
And all its cities were broken down 
At the presence of the LORD, 
By His fierce anger. 


27For thus says the LORD: 


“The whole land shall be desolate; 
iYet I will not make a full end. 

28 For this *shall the earth mourn, 

And 'the heavens above be black, 
Because I have spoken. 

Ihave “purposed and "will not relent, 
Nor will I turn back from it. 

29 The whole city shall flee from the 
noise of the horsemen and 
bowmen. 

They shall go into thickets and climb 
up on the rocks. 

Every city shall be forsaken, 

And not a man shall dwell in it. 


30 “And when you are plundered, 
What will you do? 
Though you clothe yourself with 
crimson, 
Though you adorn yourself with 
ornaments of gold, 
oThough you enlarge your eyes with 
paint, 
In vain you will make yourself fair; 
PYour lovers will despise you; 
They will seek your life. 


4:13 Behold, he shall come up like clouds. Judah 
had become the foe of God, and He would use the 
nation’s international foes to discipline the nation. 
The imagery of clouds and chariots like a whirlwind 
portrays the thoroughness and swiftness of God’s 
judgment. 

4:15 Dan... Mount Ephraim. Dan was the most 
northern tribe of Israel. Ephraim was the southern- 
most region of the northern kingdom of Israel. The 
message is that just as Israel had been subjugated, 
Judah was also in danger. 

4:19 my soul, my soul. “Soul” here means bowels or 
belly, a reference to the internal organs. In ancient 
Middle Eastern thought, the internal organs were the 
seat of emotions and feelings. The phrase describes 
Jeremiah’s anguish over the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem. 

4:23 it was without form, and void. This Hebrew 
phrase is the same one used in Genesis 1:2 to describe 
the chaos before the ordering of the cosmos. no 
light. The prophets spoke of darkness as part of 


God's judgment on the world. Here the lack of light 
describes the disastrous effects of sin on creation, 
particularly on the land of Judah. 

4:24 they trembled. The symbols of stability and of 
strength would be shaken as by an earthquake. Birds 
would disappear as Hosea had proclaimed (Hos. 4:3). 
In Genesis 1, the creation of the birds of the heavens 
depicts the fulfillment of the creative process. In Jere- 
miah and Hosea, the removal of the birds symbolizes 
the reversal of creation. 

4:28 the heavens above be black. The dark skies are 
associated with God's judgment. 
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31 “For I have heard a voice as of a woman 

in labor, 

The anguish as of her who brings 
forth her first child, 

The voice of the daughter of Zion 
bewailing herself; 

She “spreads her hands, saying, 

‘Woe is me now, for my soul is weary 

Because of murderers!’ 


The Justice of God’s Judgment 
5 “Run to and fro through the streets of 
Jerusalem; 
See now and know; 
And seek in her open places 
alf you can find a man, 
bIf there is anyone who executes 
judgment, 
Who seeks the truth, 
cAnd I will pardon her. 
2 dThough they say, ‘As ¢the LORD lives,’ 
Surely they fswear falsely.” 


3 OLORD, are not Your eyes on the 

truth? 

You have "stricken them, 

But they have not grieved; 

You have consumed them, 

But ‘they have refused to receive 
correction. 

They have made their faces harder 
than rock; 

They have refused to return. 


4 Therefore I said, “Surely these are poor. 
They are foolish; 
For ‘they do not know the way of the 
LORD, 
The judgment of their God. 
5 J will go to the great men and speak to 
them, 
For *they have known the way of the 
LORD, 
The judgment of their God.” 


But these have altogether ‘broken the 
yoke 
And burst the bonds. 


Jeremiah 5:14 @ 825 
6 Therefore a lion from the forest shall 
slay them, 
nA wolf of the deserts shall destroy them; 
oA leopard will watch over their cities. 
Everyone who goes out from there 
shall be torn in pieces, 
Because their transgressions are many; 
Their backslidings have increased. 


7 “How shall I pardon you for this? 
Your children have forsaken Me 
And Psworn by those ¢that are not 
gods. 
‘When I had fed them to the full, 
Then they committed adultery 
And assembled themselves by troops 
in the harlots’ houses. 
8 sThey were like well-fed lusty stallions; 
Every one neighed after his neighbor’s 
wife. 
8 Shall I not punish them for these 
things?” says the LORD. 
“And shall I not tavenge Myself on such 
a nation as this? 


10 “Go up on her walls and destroy, 

But do not make a “complete end. 

Take away her branches, 

For they are not the LORD’s. 

For vthe house of Israel and the house 
of Judah 

Have dealt very treacherously with 
Me,” says the LORD. 


12 wThey have lied about the LORD, 
And said, *“It is not He. 
yNeither will evil come upon us, 
Nor shall we see sword or famine. 
13 And the prophets become wind, 
For the word is not in them. 
Thus shall it be done to them.” 


4Therefore thus says the LORD God of 
hosts: 


1 


= 


“Because you speak this word, 
zBehold, I will make My words in your 
mouth fire, 
And this people wood, 
And it shall devour them. 


5:1 anyone who executes judgment. Similar to 
Abraham's plea that Sodom be saved on account of 
the few faithful people among its inhabitants (Gen. 
18:16-33), so Jeremiah summoned the people to 
search the city of Jerusalem for one just and righ- 
teous person. 

5:3 they have refused to receive correction. The 
Hebrew term translated correction means “chastise- 
ment” or “discipline.” Sometimes it means “instruc 
tion.” In the Prophets, it generally refers to God's 
attempt to teach His children faithfulness by means 
of discipline or punishment (7:28). But despite the 
words of Jeremiah and other prophets, Israel refused 
“correction” and continued down the path of self- 
destruction. 

5:5 broken the yoke. Jeremiah paints a picture of 
Judah as oxen that are wandering aimlessly through 
the field, guided by their own desires. They are 
exposed to the elements and the wild animals of the 
forest and desert. 


5:7 they committed adultery. The prophets gen- 
erally refer to cultic prostitution as adultery. Such 
immoral behavior violated covenant law (Ex. 20:14) 
and set in motion the curses of the covenant. 

5:9 Shall | not punish them for these things? The 
Hebrew word translated punish (9:9), literally mean- 
ing “to visit,” can be used of the visitation of God in 
mercy (Ps. 65:9) or in wrath. Here it clearly refers to 
wrath. 

5:13 the prophets become wind. False prophets 
ike Hananiah (28:11) had foretold a time of peace 
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826 @ Jeremiah 5:15 
15 Behold, I will bring a “nation against 
you >from afar, 
O house of Israel,” says the LORD. 
“Tt is a mighty nation, 
It is an ancient nation, 
A nation whose language you do not 
know, 
Nor can you understand what they say. 
16 Their quiver is like an open tomb; 
They are all mighty men. 
17 And they shall eat up your charvest 
and your bread, 
Which your sons and daughters 
should eat. 
They shall eat up your flocks and your 
herds; 
They shall eat up your vines and your 
fig trees; 
They shall destroy your fortified cities, 
In which you trust, with the sword. 


18“Nevertheless in those days,” says the 
LORD, “I ¢will not make a complete end of 
you. !8And it will be when you say, “Why 
does the LORD our God do all these things 
to us?’ then you shall answer them, ‘Just 
as you have ‘forsaken Me and served for- 
eign gods in your land, so £you shall serve 
aliens in a land that is not yours.’ 


20 “Declare this in the house of Jacob 
And proclaim it in Judah, saying, 
21 ‘Hear this now, O "foolish people, 
Without understanding, 
Who have eyes and see not, 
And who have ears and hear not: 
22 iDo you not fear Me?’ says the LORD. 
‘Will you not tremble at My 
presence, 
Who have placed the sand as the 
jbound of the sea, 
By a perpetual decree, that it cannot 
pass beyond it? 
And though its waves toss to and fro, 
Yet they cannot prevail; 
Though they roar, yet they cannot 
pass over it. 
23 But this people has a defiant and 
rebellious heart; 
They have revolted and departed. 
24 They do not say in their heart, 
“Let us now fear the LORD our God, 


kWho gives rain, both the ‘former and 
the latter, in its season. 

mHe reserves for us the appointed 
weeks of the harvest.” 

25 nYour iniquities have turned these 
things away, 
And your sins have withheld good 

from you. 


26 ‘For among My people are found 
wicked men; 
They °lie in wait as one who sets snares; 
They set a trap; 
They catch men. 
27 Asacage is full of birds, 
So their houses are full of deceit. 
Therefore they have become great and 
grown rich. 
28 They have grown Pfat, they are sleek; 
Yes, they surpass the deeds of the 
wicked; 
They do not plead “the cause, 
The cause of the fatherless; 
rYet they prosper, 
And the right of the needy they do not 
defend. 
29 sShall I not punish them for these 
things?’ says the LORD. 
‘Shall I not avenge Myself on sucha 
nation as this?’ 


30 “An astonishing and thorrible thing 
Has been committed in the land: 
31_ The prophets prophesy “falsely, 
And the priests rule by their own 
power; 
And My people vlove to have it so. 
But what will you do in the end? 


Impending Destruction 


from the North 
“O you children of Benjamin, 
Gather yourselves to flee from the 
midst of Jerusalem! 
Blow the trumpet in Tekoa, 
And set up a signal-fire in 7Beth 
Haccerem; 
>For disaster appears out of the north, 
And great destruction. 
2 Thave likened the daughter of Zion 
To a lovely and delicate woman. 


and deliverance from the domination and destruc- 
tiveness of their enemies. But their word was like an 
empty breeze. The very sword they denied would 
seal their fate. 

5:17 they shall eat up. The word devour is used four 
times in this verse to paint an image of the enemy as 
consuming field, flock, and fortifications. 

5:20 house of Jacob. Even after the northern king- 
dom had been destroyed, the prophets still spoke of 
Israel. There was not a complete destruction of the 
northern tribes, as is commonly thought. 

5:26-28 wicked men. Those responsible for the 
welfare of the whole populace had abused their 
positions by exploiting the lesser elements of Israel- 
ite society. The picture presented is one of birds, or 
the poor, being ensnared by great men who were 


building wealth at the expense of orphans and the 
needy (Deut. 10:18). 

5:31 prophets ... priests. The deterioration of the 
leadership of the land reached the very people who 
were supposed to be the mainstays of righteousness 
among the people. Both offices had succumbed to 
the temptation of abusing their power, rejecting their 
responsible roles as messengers and servants of God. 
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3 The ¢shepherds with their flocks shall 
come to her. 
They shall pitch their tents against her 
all around. 
Each one shall pasture in his own 
place.” 


4 “Prepared war against her; 
Arise, and let us go up @at noon. 
Woe to us, for the day goes away, 
For the shadows of the evening are 
lengthening. 
5 Arise, and let us go by night, 
And let us destroy her palaces.” 


6For thus has the LORD of hosts said: 


“Cut down trees, 
And build a mound against Jerusalem. 
This is the city to be punished. 
She is full of oppression in her midst. 
7 fAs a fountain wells up with water, 
So she wells up with her wickedness. 
#Violence and plundering are heard in 
her. 
Before Me continually are grief and 
wounds. 
8 Beinstructed, O Jerusalem, 
Lest "My soul depart from you; 
Lest I make you desolate, 
A land not inhabited.” 


§SThus says the LorRD of hosts: 


“They shall thoroughly glean as a vine 
the remnant of Israel; 
AS a grape-gatherer, put your hand 
back into the branches.” 


10 To whom shall I speak and give 
warning, 
That they may hear? 
Indeed their ‘ear is uncircumcised, 
And they cannot give heed. 
Behold, ‘the word of the LORD is a 
reproach to them; 
They have no delight in it. 
ll Therefore I am full of the fury of the 
LORD. 
kIT am weary of holding it in. 


Jeremiah 6:18 @ 827 
“T will pour it out ‘on the children 
outside, 
And on the assembly of young men 
together; 


For even the husband shall be taken 
with the wife, 
The aged with him who is full of days. 
12 And "their houses shall be turned over 
to others, 
Fields and wives together; 
For I will stretch out My hand 
Against the inhabitants of the land,” 
says the LORD. 
13 “Because from the least of them even to 
the greatest of them, 
Everyone is given to "covetousness; 
And from the prophet even to the 
priest, 
Everyone deals falsely. 
44 They have also healed the hurt of My 
people slightly, 
aSaying, ‘Peace, peace!’ 
When there is no peace. 
15 Were they "ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? 
No! They were not at all ashamed; 
Nor did they know how to blush. 
Therefore they shall fall among those 
who fall; 
At the time I punish them, 
They shall be cast down,” says the 
LORD. 


16Thus says the LORD: 


“Stand in the ways and see, 
And ask for the sold paths, where the 
good way is, 
And walk in it; 
Then you will find ‘rest for your souls. 
But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 
17 Also, I set “watchmen over you, 
saying, 
v‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ 
But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 
18 Therefore hear, you nations, 
And know, O congregation, what is 
among them. 


6:4-5 Prepare war against her. Prepare can also be 
translated “make holy.” It refers to ritual sanctifica- 
tion performed in preparation for battle. The words 
are overheard in the camps of the enemies who are 
about to come against Jerusalem. Sorcerers and 
diviners were called upon to perform sacrifices to 
determine the will of the gods and assure a successful 
outcome in battle. 

6:6 Cut down trees, and build a mound. A siege 
mound was a ramp of wood, stone, and sand that 
sloped toward the wall of a city. Armored siege 
machines could go up the ramp and attack the city 
walls. 

6:7 Violence and plundering. Jerusalem had once 
been a city that had peace, justice, and righteous- 
ness. Under the siege of the Babylonians in 588-586 
B.c. conditions were unspeakable (see the Book of 
Lamentations). 

6:11 | am full of the fury of the Lorp. Jeremiah's 
own emotions reveal his identification with God’s 


feelings about Judah. The prophet was both angry 
and weary with the entire nation, both young and 
old. 

6:13 Everyone is given to covetousness. The accu- 
sation of covetousness suggests monetary gain by 
means of deception and fraud. Even those called 
to guide the nation in its covenant relationship had 
defrauded God and man. 

6:15 Nor did they know how to blush. The people 
had lost all sense of what was right before God. 
6:16-17 old paths. This phrase probably refers to 
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828 @ Jeremiah 6:19 
19 wHear, O earth! 
Behold, I will certainly bring 
xcalamity on this people— 
yThe fruit of their thoughts, 
Because they have not heeded My words 
Nor My law, but rejected it. 
20 zFor what purpose to Me 
Comes frankincense ¢from Sheba, 
And sweet cane from a far country? 
cYour burnt offerings are not 
acceptable, 
Nor your sacrifices sweet to Me.” 


21Therefore thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, I will lay stumbling blocks 
before this people, 
And the fathers and the sons together 
shall fall on them. 
The neighbor and his friend shall 
perish.” 


22Thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, a people comes from the 
dnorth country, 
And a great nation will be raised from 
the farthest parts of the earth. 

23 They will lay hold on bow and spear; 
They are cruel and have no mercy; 
Their voice ¢roars like the sea; 

And they ride on horses, 
As men of war set in array against 
you, O daughter of Zion.” 


24 We have heard the report of it; 
Our hands grow feeble. 
fAnguish has taken hold of us, 
Pain as of a woman in labor. 

25 Do not go out into the field, 
Nor walk by the way. 
Because of the sword of the enemy, 
Fear is on every side. 

26 O daughter of my people, 

sDress in sackcloth 


hAnd roll about in ashes! 
iMake mourning as for an only son, 
most bitter lamentation; 
For the plunderer will suddenly come 
upon us. 


27 “T have set you as an assayer andia 
fortress among My people, 
That you may know and test their way. 
28 kThey are all stubborn rebels, 'walking 
as slanderers. 
They are ™bronze and iron, 
They are all corrupters; 
29 The bellows blow fiercely, 
The lead is consumed by the fire; 
The smelter refines in vain, 
For the wicked are not drawn off. 
30 People will call them "rejected silver, 
Because the LORD has rejected them.” 


Trusting in Lying Words 

The word that came to Jeremiah from 

the LORD, saying, 2¢“Stand in the gate 
of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there 
this word, and say, ‘Hear the word of the 
LORD, all you of Judah who enter in at 
these gates to worship the LORD!’” Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 
b“Amend your ways and your doings, and 
I will cause you to dwell in this place. 4¢-Do 
not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The 
temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, 
the temple of the LORD are these.’ 

5“For if you thoroughly amend your 
ways and your doings, if you thoroughly 
dexecute judgment between a man and his 
neighbor, if you do not oppress the strang- 
er, the fatherless, and the widow, and do 
not shed innocent blood in this place, ¢or 
walk after other gods to your hurt, 7fthen 
I will cause you to dwell in this place, in 
sthe land that I gave to your fathers forever 
and ever. 


the Sinai covenant and the Book of Deuteronomy, 
as Jeremiah called the people back to former days of 
steadfast devotion. 

6:20 Your burnt offerings are not acceptable. 
There is a common misconception that in the Old 
Testament, prior to the cross, God was primarily 
interested in outward and formal religious rites, such 
as circumcision, Sabbath-day observance, and animal 
sacrifices. Nothing could be more removed from the 
truth. In both Testaments, God is basically concerned 
with the attitudes of the heart (Deut. 10:6). 

6:26 roll about in ashes. This action symbolically 
expressed sorrow and despair. 

6:27 | have set you as an assayer. Jeremiah would 
act as the nation’s assayer, the one who tests or eval- 
uates quality or purity. 

6:29-30 The smelter refines in vain. Jeremiah 
assesses Judah as a refiner purifies silver, using lead 
to remove impurities (9:7). The lead is consumed, 
so the dross in the silver ore cannot be purged. This 
results in the refiner discarding the ore because it is 
so impure that the smelting process is not worth the 
energy it takes. Similarly God rejects those whose 
wickedness cannot be refined. 


7:2 Stand in the gate. The parallel in 26:2 suggests 
the proclamation was made in the outer court of the 
temple, where Jeremiah would have been guaran- 
teed a large audience. 

7:4 Do not trust in these lying words. Trust conveys 
the sense of security and confidence that the people 
had in their holy place. They believed that since God 
had chosen Jerusalem as His dwelling, had promised 
that a Davidic king would remain on the throne for- 
ever, and had delivered the city from attack in the 
days of Hezekiah and Isaiah, He would never allow 
the city or the temple to be destroyed. The temple 
of the Lorb. The Israelites believed that the build- 
ing guaranteed their security whether or not they 
obeyed the provisions of the covenant. This false 
hope was a lie (3:23; 7:9). 
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8“Behold, you trust in "lying words that 
cannot profit. 9'Will you steal, murder, 
commit adultery, swear falsely, burn in- 
cense to Baal, and ‘walk after other gods 
whom you do not know, and then come 
and stand before Me in this house 'which is 
called by My name, and say, ‘We are deliv- 
ered to do all these abominations’? UHas 
mthis house, which is called by My name, 
become a "den of thieves in your eyes? Be- 
hold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the LORD. 

2“But go now to °My place which was 
in Shiloh, >where I set My name at the 
first, and see 4what I did to it because of 
the wickedness of My people Israel. 8 And 
now, because you have done all these 
works,” says the LORD, “and I spoke to you, 
trising up early and speaking, but you did 
not hear, and I scalled you, but you did not 
answer, therefore I will do to the house 
which is called by My name, in which you 
trust, and to this place which I gave to you 
and your fathers, as I have done to ‘Shiloh. 
And I will cast you out of My sight, vas I 
have cast out all your brethren—’the whole 
posterity of Ephraim. 

16“Therefore “do not pray for this peo- 
ple, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor 
make intercession to Me; for I will not hear 
you. !7Do you not see what they do in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem? 18yThe children gather wood, the fa- 
thers kindle the fire, and the women knead 
dough, to make cakes for the queen of 
heaven; and they zpour out drink offerings 
to other gods, that they may provoke Me 
to anger. 192Do they provoke Me to anger?” 


Jeremiah 7:28 @ 829 


says the LORD. “Do they not provoke them- 
selves, to the shame of their own faces?” 

20Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 
“Behold, My anger and My fury will be 
poured out on this place—on man and on 
beast, on the trees of the field and on the 
fruit of the ground. And it will burn and 
not be quenched.” 

21Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: >“Add your burnt offerings to your 
sacrifices and eat meat. 22-For I did not 
speak to your fathers, or command them in 
the day that I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or 
sacrifices. 23But this is what I commanded 
them, saying, “Obey My voice, and ¢I will 
be your God, and you shall be My people. 
And walk in all the ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well with you,’ 
24FYet they did not obey or incline their ear, 
but ¢followed the counsels and the dictates 
of their evil hearts, and "went backward 
and not forward. 25Since the day that your 
fathers came out of the land of Egypt un- 
til this day, I have even ‘sent to you all My 
servants the prophets, daily rising up early 
and sending them. 2/ Yet they did not obey 
Me or incline their ear, but &stiffened their 
neck. !'They did worse than their fathers. 

27“Therefore ™you shall speak all these 
words to them, but they will not obey you. 
You shall also call to them, but they will 
not answer you. 


Judgment on Obscene Religion 
28“So you shall say to them, ‘This is a 
nation that does not obey the voice of the 


7:10 stand before Me. This means “to place (one- 
self) in submissive service to someone.” Entering the 
temple of God in such a manner, while worshiping 
other gods, was incomprehensible. Furthermore, for 
the people to think that they were secure enough to 
perform perverted abominations was the ultimate 
hypocrisy. 

7:11 den of thieves. Like thieves hiding in a cave for 
safety, Judah attempted to hide behind the sanctu- 
ary of the temple for protection from the divine hand 
of judgment. But the Lord had seen the hypocrisy 
of Israel's ways. Jesus quoted this verse when He 
cleansed the second temple (Matt. 21:13). 

7:16 do not pray for this people. God's instruction to 
Jeremiah indicates the extreme depravity of Jerusa- 
lem’s inhabitants (11:14; 14:11). No manner of interces- 
sion was to be made on behalf of Judah. God would 
not hear Jeremiah’s appeals. 

7:18 the queen of heaven. This is a reference to the 
goddess Ishtar, who was worshiped in open-air cul- 
tic centers throughout the eastern Mediterranean 
region and Mesopotamia. Worship of Ishtar involved 
the preparation of special cakes that bore the god- 
dess’'s image, as well as drink offerings (44:19). The 
family cooperation in the idolatrous worship of Ishtar 
stood in direct opposition to the covenant demands 
that a father instruct his children in the ways of the 
Lord (Deut. 6:4—9). 

7:21 Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices. 
Because the people had missed the true meaning of 


the Lord's worship, they could multiply their offerings 
as much as they liked and it would do them no good. 
The Lord cared for none of their sacrifices. To Him 
they were simply meat. 

7:23 that it may be well with you. God required that 
His people obey His voice. Obedience would bring 
blessing. When the prophets lashed out against sac- 
rifice, it was not against the sacrificial system as God 
had established it, but against the corruption of that 
system as the people practiced it. The same thing is 
found in the New Testament passages that seemingly 
speak against the law. Both the New Testament writ- 
ers and the Hebrew prophets denounce the abuses of 
divine systems in human hands. 

7:26 or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. 
These phrases suggest a cold rebuff to the will and 
work of God. Jeremiah, like Isaiah before him (ls. 
6:9-10), was told that the people would not respond 
to his message. 
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830 @ Jeremiah 7:29 
LORD their God “nor receive correction. 
°Truth has perished and has been cut off 
from their mouth. 29°Cut off your hair and 
cast it away, and take up a lamentation on 
the desolate heights; for the LORD has re- 
jected and forsaken the generation of His 
wrath.’ 39For the children of Judah have 
done evil in My sight,” says the LORD. 
a“They have set their abominations in 
the house which is called by My name, to 
pollute it. 31And they have built the "high 
places of Tophet, which is in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom, to sburn their sons 
and their daughters in the fire, ‘which I 
did not command, nor did it come into My 
heart. 

32“Therefore behold, “the days are com- 
ing,” says the LORD, “when it will no more 
be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son 
of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; vfor 
they will bury in Tophet until there is no 
room. 33The “corpses of this people will 
be food for the birds of the heaven and for 
the beasts of the earth. And no one will 
frighten them away. 34Then I will cause to 
xcease from the cities of Judah and from 
the streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom and the voice of the bride. For 
ythe land shall be desolate. 

“At that time,” says the LORD, “they 

shall bring out the bones of the kings 
of Judah, and the bones of its princes, and 
the bones of the priests, and the bones of 
the prophets, and the bones of the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, out of their graves. 
2They shall spread them before the sun 
and the moon and all the host of heaven, 
which they have loved and which they have 
served and after which they have walked, 
which they have sought and «which they 
have worshiped. They shall not be gath- 
ered >nor buried; they shall be like refuse 
on the face of the earth. Then ¢death shall 
be chosen rather than life by all the resi- 
due of those who remain of this evil family, 
who remain in all the places where I have 
driven them,” says the LORD of hosts. 


The Peril of False Teaching 
4“Moreover you shall say to them, “Thus 
says the LORD: 


“Will they fall and not rise? 
Will one turn away and not return? 
5 Why has this people ¢slidden back, 
Jerusalem, in a perpetual 
backsliding? 
eThey hold fast to deceit, 
fThey refuse to return. 
6 gs] listened and heard, 
But they do not speak aright. 
hNo man repented of his wickedness, 
Saying, ‘What have I done?’ 
Everyone turned to his own course, 
As the horse rushes into the battle. 


7 “Even ithe stork in the heavens 
Knows her appointed times; 
And the turtledove, the swift, and the 
swallow 
Observe the time of their coming. 
But /My people do not know the 
judgment of the LORD. 


8 “How can you Say, ‘We are wise, 
kAnd the law of the LorRD is with us’? 
Look, the false pen of the scribe 
certainly works falsehood. 
9 IThe wise men are ashamed, 
They are dismayed and taken. 
Behold, they have rejected the word of 
the LORD; 
So ™what wisdom do they have? 
Therefore "I will give their wives to 
others, 
And their fields to those who will 
inherit them; 
Because from the least even to the 
greatest 
Everyone is given to °covetousness; 
From the prophet even to the priest 
Everyone deals falsely. 
For they have vhealed the hurt of the 
daughter of My people slightly, 
Saying, “Peace, peace!’ 
When there is no peace. 
Were they "ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? 
No! They were not at all ashamed, 
Nor did they know how to blush. 
Therefore they shall fall among those 
who fall; 
In the time of their punishment 
They shall be cast down,” says the 
LORD. 


1 


So 


1 


= 


1 


tS 


7:29 Cut off your hair. This practice was a way of 
expressing mourning and grief. The act may also have 
symbolized that Judah had rejected the covenant 
relationship just as if they had broken a Nazirite vow, 
a sign of personal devotion that required the hair not 
to be cut (Num. 6:1—21). 

7:33 corpses of this people. Unburied corpses left to 
the elements and animals were regarded as a horrible 
desecration in the ancient Middle East. 

8:1-3 the sun and the moon and all the host of 
heaven. The gods and goddesses to whom Jeru- 
salem looked for deliverance would stand over the 
people’s desecrated corpses, which are pictured here 
as dung. Those who survived the siege and attack as 
exiles and slaves would prefer death over life. 


8:7 appointed times. Whereas the birds follow their 
instincts to migrate, the people of Israel refused to fol- 
low God's promptings to obey His covenant. Note that 
God still refers to the people of Judah as “my people” 
even though they continued to rebel against Him. 
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“T will surely consume them,” says the 
LORD. 
“No grapes shall be son the vine, 
Nor figs on the ‘fig tree, 
And the leaf shall fade; 
And the things I have given them shall 
upass away from them.”’” 


14 “Why do we sit still? 
vAssemble yourselves, 

And let us enter the fortified cities, 

And let us be silent there. 

For the LORD our God has put us to 
silence 

And given us “water of gall to drink, 

Because we have sinned against the 
LORD. 


15 “We xlooked for peace, but no good 
came; 

And for a time of health, and there 
was trouble! 

16 The snorting of His horses was heard 
from yDan. 

The whole land trembled at the sound 
of the neighing of His strong 
ones; 

For they have come and devoured the 
land and all that is in it, 

The city and those who dwell in it.” 


17 “For behold, I will send serpents among 
you, 
Vipers which cannot be «charmed, 
And they shall bite you,” says the LORD. 


The Prophet Mourns for the People 
18 J] would comfort myself in sorrow; 

My heart is faint in me. 
19 Listen! The voice, 

The cry of the daughter of my people 

From >a far country: 

“Is not the LORD in Zion? 
Is not her King in her?” 


“Why have they provoked Me to anger 
With their carved inages— 
With foreign idols?” 


20 “The harvest is past, 
The summer is ended, 
And we are not saved!” 


Jeremiah 9:7. © 831 


21 cFor the hurt of the daughter of my 
people I am hurt. 
Tam ¢mourning; 
Astonishment has taken hold of me. 
22 Ts there no ¢balm in Gilead, 
Is there no physician there? 
Why then is there no recovery 
For the health of the daughter of my 
people? 


Oh, “that my head were waters, 

And my eyes a fountain of tears, 

That I might weep day and night 

For the slain of the daughter of my 
people! 

2 Oh, that I had in the wilderness 
A lodging place for travelers; 
That I might leave my people, 
And go from them! 

For /they are all adulterers, 
An assembly of treacherous men. 


3 “And like their bow ‘they have bent 
their tongues for lies. 
They are not valiant for the truth on 
the earth. 
For they proceed from ¢evil to evil, 
And they ¢do not know Me,” says the 
LORD. 
4 “Everyonel take heed to his neighbor, 
And do not trust any brother; 
For every brother will utterly 
supplant, 
And every neighbor will ¢walk with 
slanderers. 
5 Everyone will "deceive his neighbor, 
And will not speak the truth; 
They have taught their tongue to 
speak lies; 
They weary themselves to commit 
iniquity. 
6 Your dwelling place is in the midst of 
deceit; 
Through deceit they refuse to know 
Me,” says the LORD. 


7Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 
“Behold, ‘I will refine them and try 
them; 


iFor how shall I deal with the daughter 
of My people? 


8:17 | will send serpents among you. Judgment by 
means of poisonous snakes is described in Numbers 
21:6. 

8:20 harvest is past. This proverb reflects the sense 
of helplessness in the early fall. The harvest was mea- 
ger and the oppression persisted. Even Jeremiah was 
deeply hurt—this translates a Hebrew word derived 
from the verb meaning “to break,” “to shatter”, in 
other words, the prophet’s spirit was broken over the 
fate of his people. 

8:22 Is there no balm in Gilead. The region of Gil- 
ead was known for its balsam ointment (Gen. 37:25). 
There is no healing, physical or spiritual, for a people 
intent on rebelling against God. 

9:1 my eyes a fountain of tears. Jeremiah, who is 
known as the “weeping prophet,” identified per- 
sonally with the suffering of his people. Here he 


expresses his desire for a reserve of tears that would 
flow without stopping. 

9:3 like their bow they have bent their tongues. 
Once falseness takes hold in a community or nation, it 
seems to pervade every area of life. Such a condition 
is what Jeremiah describes here. There was falsity in 
every relation. There was a lack of fidelity and trust. 
9:4 Everyone take heed to his neighbor. The per- 
sonal affairs of the people were characterized by 
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832 @ Jeremiah 9:8 
8 Their tongue is an arrow shot out; 
It speaks kdeceit; 
One speaks 'peaceably to his neighbor 
with his mouth, 
But in his heart he lies in wait. 
9 mShall I not punish them for these 
things?” says the LORD. 
“Shall I not avenge Myself on sucha 
nation as this?” 


10 ] will take up a weeping and wailing 
for the mountains, 
And "for the dwelling places of the 
wilderness a lamentation, 
Because they are burned up, 
So that no one can pass through; 
Nor can men hear the voice of the 
cattle. 
oBoth the birds of the heavens and the 
beasts have fled; 
They are gone. 


11 “J will make Jerusalem Ya heap of 
ruins, ¢a den of jackals. 
I will make the cities of Judah 
desolate, without an inhabitant.” 


122rWho is the wise man who may under- 
stand this? And who is he to whom the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken, that he may 
declare it? Why does the land perish and 
burn up like a wilderness, so that no one 
can pass through? 

13And the LORD said, “Because they have 
forsaken My law which I set before them, 
and have snot obeyed My voice, nor walked 
according to it, !4but they have ‘walked ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own hearts 
and after the Baals, “which their fathers 
taught them,” '5therefore thus says the 
LorD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, 
I will vfeed them, this people, with worm- 
wood, and give them water of gall to drink. 
16] will xscatter them also among the Gen- 
tiles, whom neither they nor their fathers 
have known. YAnd I will send a sword after 
them until I have consumed them.” 


The People Mourn in Judgment 
17Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


“Consider and call for zthe mourning 
women, 


That they may come; 
And send for skillful wailing women, 
That they may come. 
18 Let them make haste 
And take up a wailing for us, 
That “our eyes may run with tears, 
And our eyelids gush with water. 
19 For a voice of wailing is heard from 
Zion: 
‘How we are plundered! 
We are greatly ashamed, 
Because we have forsaken the land, 
Because we have been cast out of Pour 
dwellings.’” 


20 Yet hear the word of the LORD, 
O women, 
And let your ear receive the word of 
His mouth; 
Teach your daughters wailing, 
And everyone her neighbor a 
lamentation. 
21 For death has come through our 
windows, 
Has entered our palaces, 
To kill off ¢the children—no longer to 
be outside! 
And the young men—no longer on the 
streets! 


22Speak, “Thus says the LORD: 


‘Even the carcasses of men shall fall 
das refuse on the open field, 

Like cuttings after the harvester, 

And no one shall gather them.’” 


23Thus says the LORD: 


e“Let not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, 
Let not the mighty man glory in his 
fmight, 
Nor let the rich man glory in his 
riches; 

24 But let him who glories glory in this, 
That he understands and knows Me, 
That I am the LORD, exercising 

lovingkindness, judgment, and 
righteousness in the earth. 

hFor in these I delight,” says the 
LORD. 


deceit, slander, and mistrust. Ethical standards had 
collapsed. 

9:8 Their tongue is an arrow shot out. Jeremiah 
returns to the imagery of bow and arrow to depict 
Judah's deceit (v. 3). The picture is of a person speak- 
ing peaceably to his neighbor while lying in wait to 
ambush him. 

9:13 have not obeyed. The word “obey,” which 
comes from the Hebrew word meaning “to hear,” 
implies an active response to the hearing of God's 
word. Instead of walking according to God’s law, the 
people walked according to the dictates or stubborn- 
ness of their own hearts. 

9:18 Let them make haste. There is urgency in sum- 
moning the skilled mourners to lead the people in 
tearful lament over the imminent destruction of 
Judah. 


9:21 death has come. The Canaanite god of death, 
Mot, was believed to enter a household through an 
open window to bring adversity, destruction, and 
death. 

9:24 lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous- 
ness in the earth. True knowledge of God result- 
ing from an intimate relationship with Him will be 
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25“Behold, the days are coming,” says 
the LORD, “that ‘I will punish all who are 
circumcised with the uncircumcised— 
26Egypt, Judah, Edom, the people of Am- 
mon, Moab, and all who are in the ‘farthest 
corners, who dwell in the wilderness. For 
all these nations are uncircumcised, and 
all the house of Israel are tuncircumcised 
in the heart.” 


Idols and the True God 
1 '@] Hear the word which the LORD speaks 
to you, O house of Israel. 
2Thus says the LORD: 


2T)o not learn the way of the Gentiles; 
Do not be dismayed at the signs of 
heaven, 
For the Gentiles are dismayed at them. 
3 For the customs of the peoples are 
futile; 
For one cuts a tree from the forest, 
The work of the hands of the 
workman, with the ax. 
4 They decorate it with silver and gold; 
They cfasten it with nails and hammers 
So that it will not topple. 
5 They are upright, like a palm tree, 
And ¢they cannot speak; 
They must be ¢carried, 
Because they cannot go by 
themselves. 
Do not be afraid of them, 
For fthey cannot do evil, 


Nor can they do any good.” 
6 Inasmuch as there is none £like You, 
O LorRD 
(You are great, and Your name is great 
in might), 
7 hWho would not fear You, O King of the 
nations? 


For this is Your rightful due. 

For ‘among all the wise men of the 
nations, 

And in all their kingdoms, 

There is none like You. 


Jeremiah 10:15 @ 833 


8 But they are altogether ‘dull-hearted 
and foolish; 
A wooden idol is a worthless doctrine. 
9 Silver is beaten into plates; 
It is brought from Tarshish, 
And kgold from Uphaz, 
The work of the craftsman 
And of the hands of the metalsmith; 
Blue and purple are their clothing; 
They are all ‘the work of skillful men. 
10 But the LorD is the true God; 
He is “the living God and the 
neverlasting King. 
At His wrath the earth will tremble, 
And the nations will not be able to 
endure His indignation. 


UThus you shall say to them: °“The 
gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth Pshall perish from the earth and 
from under these heavens.” 


12 He chas made the earth by His power, 
He has ‘established the world by His 
wisdom, 
And shas stretched out the heavens at 
His discretion. 
13 tWhen He utters His voice, 
There is a multitude of waters in the 
heavens: 
u“And He causes the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth. 
He makes lightning for the rain, 
He brings the wind out of His 
treasuries.”* 


14 vEveryone is “dull-hearted, without 
knowledge; 
xEvery metalsmith is put to shame by 
an image; 
yFor his molded image is falsehood, 
And there is no breath in them. 
15 They are futile, a work of errors; 
In the time of their punishment they 
shall perish. 


* 10:13 Psalm 135:7 


demonstrated in a person’s character. God demands 
these attributes of His followers. 

10:2 the way of the Gentiles. The Gentiles wor- 
shiped natural phenomena by means of handmade 
icons and symbolic imagery. the signs of heaven. 
These were astral deities (8:1-3) worshiped in the 
days of Manasseh and reinstituted following the 
death of Josiah and the collapse of his reforms. 
10:6-7 there is none like You, O Lorb. This phrase 
expresses one of the great teachings of the proph- 
ets—the incomparability of God. God is not simply 
better than other gods; He alone is the living God. 
10:9 the work of skillful men. No matter how skilled 
the idol makers were, the fabricated icons were life- 
less, deteriorating, false gods who were no more 
powerful or wise than their makers. 

10:10 the Lorp is the true God. Jeremiah speaks of 
Israel's God not only as living, but also as being the 
true God and the nation’s everlasting King. He thus 
governs His covenant people by principles of truth, 
and with a power that far surpasses the might of 


earthly kings. Whereas pagan gods cannot alter the 
course of nature in the slightest degree, even though 
their worshipers believed very much to the contrary, 
the God of Sinai is the Creator of nature. He can pun- 
ish the wicked by storm, flood, earthquake, or pesti- 
lence, and strike terror into the hearts of all those who 
oppose Him. 

10:12 He has made the earth. Jeremiah emphasizes 
the creative power of God, drawing on the imagery 
of Job 38 and Psalm 8. Jeremiah was reminding the 
people of Judah that their God not only created the 
universe but also governs its ongoing life. 
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834 @ Jeremiah 10:16 
16 zThe Portion of Jacob is not like them, 
For He is the Maker of all things, 
And Israel is the tribe of His 
inheritance; 
bThe LorRD of hosts is His name. 


The Coming Captivity of Judah 
17 cGather up your wares from the land, 
O inhabitant of the fortress! 


18For thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, I will ¢throw out at this time 
The inhabitants of the land, 
And will distress them, 

eThat they may find it so.” 


19 fWoe is me for my hurt! 
My wound is severe. 
But I say, *“Truly this is an infirmity, 
And "I must bear it.” 

0 iMy tent is plundered, 
And all my cords are broken; 
My children have gone from me, 
And they are ino more. 
There is no one to pitch my tent 

anymore, 

Or set up my curtains. 


21 For the shepherds have become dull- 
hearted, 
And have not sought the LORD; 
Therefore they shall not prosper, 
And all their flocks shall be &scattered. 
2 Behold, the noise of the report has come, 
And a great commotion out of the 
orth country, 
To make the cities of Judah desolate, a 
mden of jackals. 


is] 


we 


23 O LORD, I know the “way of man is not 
in himself; 
It is not in man who walks to direct his 
own steps. 
24 O LORD, °correct me, but with justice; 
Not in Your anger, lest You bring me 
to nothing. 
5 pPour out Your fury on the Gentiles, 
awho do not know You, 
And on the families who do not call on 
Your name; 


be 


For they have eaten up Jacob, 
rDevoured him and consumed him, 
And made his dwelling place desolate. 


The Broken Covenant 
1 1 The word that came to Jeremiah from 
the LORD, saying, 2“Hear the words 

of this covenant, and speak to the men of 
Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 
3and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: ““Cursed is the man who 
does not obey the words of this covenant 
4which I commanded your fathers in the 
day I brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
bfrom the iron furnace, saying, “Obey My 
voice, and do according to all that I com- 
mand you; so shall you be My people, and I 
will be your God,’ 5that I may establish the 
dgath which I have sworn to your fathers, 
to give them &a land flowing with milk and 
honey,” as it is this day.”’” 

And I answered and said, “So be it, 
LORD.” 

6Then the LORD said to me, “Proclaim all 
these words in the cities of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem, saying: ‘Hear the 
words of this covenant fand do them. 7For I 
earnestly exhorted your fathers in the day 
I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
until this day, ¢rising early and exhorting, 
saying, “Obey My voice.” 8” Yet they did not 
obey or incline their ear, but ‘everyone fol- 
lowed the dictates of his evil heart; there- 
fore I will bring upon them all the words of 
this covenant, which I commanded them to 
do, but which they have not done.’” 

9And the LORD said to me, /“A conspira- 
cy has been found among the men of Judah 
and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
10They have turned back to ’the iniquities 
of their forefathers who refused to hear My 
words, and they have gone after other gods 
to serve them; the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah have broken My covenant 
which I made with their fathers.” 

11Therefore thus says the LORD: “Behold, 


* 11:5 Exodus 3:8 


10:17 Gather up your wares from the land. The 
Assyrian stone reliefs of Shalmaneser Ill depict cap- 
tives transporting household goods on their heads as 
they go into exile in the eastern reaches of the empire. 
Soon this would be the fate of the people of Judah. 
10:19 Woe is me. Jeremiah personally identified with 
Judah and the destruction of Jerusalem. The injuries 
inflicted upon Judah were severe. 

11:2 Hear the words of this covenant. Jeremiah’s 
message from the Lord here is strongly associated 
with the Book of Deuteronomy. The term “words” 
is the Hebrew name of the Book of Deuteronomy; 
it is also used to refer to the terms of the covenant. 
A covenant is a legal treaty or relationship between 
individuals, between nations, or—in the case of Is- 
rael—between a nation and its God. The covenant 
specified rights, obligations, and responsibilities of 
the parties entering into the agreement. 


11:4 iron furnace. This terminology comes directly 
from Deuteronomy 4:20, which is set in a context of 
a warning against worshiping idols. 

11:5 that I may establish the oath. The blessing of 
land, as promised to Abraham, was dependent upon 
the covenant loyalty of the people. 

11:11 bring calamity on them. Because the heart of 
the nation was evil, God would bring disaster upon 
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I will surely bring calamity on them which 
they will not be able to escape; and ‘though 
they cry out to Me, I will not listen to them. 
122Then the cities of Judah and the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem will go and cry out to 
the gods to whom they offer incense, but 
they will not save them at all in the time of 
their trouble. 13For according to the num- 
ber of your "cities were your gods, O Judah; 
and according to the number of the streets 
of Jerusalem you have set up altars to that 
shameful thing, altars to burn incense to 
Baal. 

14“So °do not pray for this people, or lift 
up acry or prayer for them; for I will not 
hear them in the time that they cry out to 
Me because of their trouble. 


15 “What? has My beloved to do in My 
house, 
Having ¢done lewd deeds with many? 
And "the holy flesh has passed from 
you. 
When you do evil, then you srejoice. 
16 The LORD called your name, 
tGreen Olive Tree, Lovely and of Good 
Fruit. 
With the noise of a great tumult 
He has kindled fire on it, 
And its branches are broken. 


17“For the LORD of hosts, “who planted 
you, has pronounced doom against you 
for the evil of the house of Israel and of 
the house of Judah, which they have done 
against themselves to provoke Me to anger 
in offering incense to Baal.” 


Jeremiah’s Life Threatened 

18Now the LORD gave me knowledge 
of it, and I know it; for You showed me 
their doings. !8But I was like a docile 
lamb brought to the slaughter; and I did 
not know that they had devised schemes 
against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree 
with its fruit, vand let us cut him off from 
wthe land of the living, that his name may 
be remembered no more.” 


Jeremiah 12:4 @ 835 
20 But, O LorD of hosts, 
You who judge righteously, 
xTesting the mind and the heart, 
Let me see Your Yvengeance on them, 
For to You I have revealed my cause. 


21“Therefore thus says the LORD concern- 
ing the men of zAnathoth who seek your 
life, saying, “Do not prophesy in the name 
of the LORD, lest you die by our hand’— 
22therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 
‘Behold, I will punish them. The young men 
shall die by the sword, their sons and their 
daughters shall die by famine; 23and there 
shall be no remnant of them, for I will bring 
catastrophe on the men of Anathoth, even 
cthe year of their punishment.’” 


Jeremiah’s Question 
1 Righteous “are You, O LORD, when I 
plead with You; 
Yet let me talk with You about Your 
judgments. 
bWhy does the way of the wicked 
prosper? 
Why are those happy who deal so 
treacherously? 
2 You have planted them, yes, they have 
taken root; 
They grow, yes, they bear fruit. 
cYou are near in their mouth 
But far from their mind. 


3 But You, O LORD, ¢know me; 
You have seen me, 
And You have ¢tested my heart toward 
You. 

Pull them out like sheep for the 

slaughter, 

And prepare them for ‘the day of 

slaughter. 
4 How long will the land mourn, 

And the herbs of every field wither? 
hThe beasts and birds are consumed, 
iFor the wickedness of those who dwell 

there, 

Because they said, “He will not see our 

final end.” 


the people. God's justice is inescapable when sin is 
intrinsic to one’s character. Even if the people were to 
cry out in distress, God would not listen. 

11:17 planted. This term recalls the theme of Jere- 
miah 2:21, the idea that God had established Israel 
as His choicest vine. However, here the context is 
the impending doom that would result from the evil 
done by the Lord’s people. 

11:20 Let me see Your vengeance on them. Jere- 
miah appealed for vindication to God as the one true 
righteous judge. “Heart” refers to the seat of intellect 
and will. “Vengeance” describes God's fury and anger 
against sin that demands punishment. 

11:21-23 the men of Anathoth. These men insisted 
that Jeremiah not prophesy in the name of the Lord. If 
Jeremiah had yielded to their demand, he would have 
repudiated his calling, his person, and his God. The 
threat of death to Jeremiah was answered by punish- 
ment of the young men as well as their children. The 


prediction of death by famine was fulfilled when the 
city was besieged by the Babylonians in the days of 
Zedekiah. 

12:4 How long will the land mourn. Jeremiah’s 
question related to God's delay of judgment on the 
people of the land. “Land mourn .. . herbs of every 
field wither ... beasts and birds are consumed” are 
phrases that are recurring themes in Jeremiah and 
other prophetic texts (4:28; 40:7; Zeph. 1:3). In spite 
of past chastisement, the people believed that God 
would not bring their country to an end. 
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836 @ Jeremiah 12:5 
The LorD Answers Jeremiah 
5 “If you have run with the footmen, and 
they have wearied you, 
Then how can you contend with 
horses? 
And if in the land of peace, 
In which you trusted, they wearied 
you, 
Then how will you do in ‘the 
floodplain* of the Jordan? 
6 For even kyour brothers, the house of 
your father, 
Even they have dealt treacherously 
with you; 
Yes, they have called a multitude after 
you. 
'Do not believe them, 
Even though they speak smooth words 
to you. 


7 “T have forsaken My house, I have left 
My heritage; 
I have given the dearly beloved of My 
soul into the hand of her enemies. 
8 My heritage is to Me like a lion in the 
forest; 
It cries out against Me; 
Therefore I have hated it. 
9 My heritage is to Me like a speckled 
vulture; 
The vultures all around are against 
her. 
Come, assemble all the beasts of the 
field, 
nBring them to devour! 


10 “Many °rulers* have destroyed PMy 
vineyard, 
They have “trodden My portion 
underfoot; 
They have made My pleasant portion a 
desolate wilderness. 
ll They have made it "desolate; 
Desolate, it mourns to Me; 


The whole land is made desolate, 
Because sno one takes it to heart. 
12 The plunderers have come 
On all the desolate heights in the 
wilderness, 
For the sword of the LORD shall devour 
From one end of the land to the other 
end of the land; 
No flesh shall have peace. 
13 t[They have sown wheat but reaped 
thorns; 
They have put themselves to pain but 
do not profit. 
But be ashamed of your harvest 
Because of the fierce anger of the 
LORD.” 


4Thus says the LorRD: “Against all My 
evil neighbors who touch the inheritance 
which I have caused My people Israel to 
inherit—behold, I will vypluck them out of 
their land and pluck out the house of Ju- 
dah from among them. wThen it shall be, 
after I have plucked them out, that I will 
return and have compassion on them xand 
bring them back, everyone to his heritage 
and everyone to his land. !6And it shall 
be, if they will learn carefully the ways of 
My people, »to swear by My name, ‘As the 
LORD lives,’ as they taught My people to 
swear by Baal, then they shall be zestab- 
lished in the midst of My people. !7But if 
they do not ¢obey, I will utterly pluck up 
and destroy that nation,” says the LORD. 


Symbol of the Linen Sash 

1 Thus the LORD said to me: “Go and 
get yourself a linen sash, and put it 

around your waist, but do not put it in wa- 

ter.” 2So I got a sash according to the word 

of the LORD, and put it around my waist. 


* 12:5 Or thicket 
pastors 


* 12:10 Literally shepherds or 


12:5-6 If you have run with the footmen. God's 
response to Jeremiah’s question (v. 4) comes in the 
form of two metaphorical questions. The first meta- 
phor of foot racing was designed to teach Jeremiah 
that the obstacles he faced in his hometown were 
meager compared to those he would encounter 
before the kings of Judah and Babylon (the horses). 
land of peace. This second metaphor was designed 
to remind the prophet of the impending turmoil he 
would have to endure in proclaiming the message 
of judgment to an unrepentant leadership. The rel- 
atively peaceful setting of Anathoth, with its minor 
opposition from treacherous family members, served 
to prepare Jeremiah to struggle against greater 
antagonists. 

12:10-11 Many rulers. This phrase refers to the 
foreign kings who had come as agents of God to 
judge Judah. The repetition of the word “desolate” 
describes the complete devastation of Judah (Is. 
6:11). Because of sin, the land that once saw God’s 
bounteous blessing would experience His devastat- 
ing judgment. 

12:15 after | have plucked them out. This verse 


offers a glimmer of hope in the middle of a proph- 
ecy of judgment. In the midst of His judgment, God 
would remember His covenant with Abraham. Even- 
tually He would return and have compassion on His 
people. 

12:16 swear by My name. Only the everlasting love 
of God provides an answer to what God will do in a 
life that turns from an oath to a false god to an oath 
to serve the Lord. What unfathomable blessing can 
be ours from a God like this when we pledge our alle- 
giance to Him. He asks our allegiance, and He asks us 
to truly learn the ways that He has established for His 
people. 

13:1-5 linen sash. This was an article of clothing that 
was like a short skirt or kilt worn by men. Jeremiah 
was not supposed to wash it. 
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3And the word of the LORD came to me 
the second time, saying, 4“Take the sash 
that you acquired, which is around your 
waist, and arise, go to the Euphrates,* and 
hide it there in a hole in the rock.” >So I 
went and hid it by the Euphrates, as the 
LORD commanded me. 

6Now it came to pass after many days 
that the LORD said to me, “Arise, go to the 
Euphrates, and take from there the sash 
which I commanded you to hide there.” 
7Then I went to the Euphrates and dug, and 
I took the sash from the place where I had 
hidden it; and there was the sash, ruined. 
It was profitable for nothing. 

8Then the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 9“Thus says the LORD: ‘In this 
manner 4] will ruin the pride of Judah and 
the great »pride of Jerusalem. !9This evil 
people, who refuse to hear My words, who 
4follow the dictates of their hearts, and 
walk after other gods to serve them and 
worship them, shall be just like this sash 
which is profitable for nothing. For as the 
sash clings to the waist of a man, so I have 
caused the whole house of Israel and the 
whole house of Judah to cling to Me,’ says 
the LoRD, ‘that ethey may become My peo- 
ple, ffor renown, for praise, and for glory; 
but they would "not hear.’ 


Symbol of the Wine Bottles 

12“Therefore you shall speak to them this 
word: ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 
“Every bottle shall be filled with wine.”’ 

“And they will say to you, ‘Do we not cer- 
tainly know that every bottle will be filled 
with wine?’ 

13“Then you shall say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lorp: “Behold, I will fill all the inhab- 
itants of this land—even the kings who sit 
on David’s throne, the priests, the proph- 
ets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem— 
iwith drunkenness! 4And/JI will dash them 
one against another, even the fathers and 
the sons together,” says the LORD. “I will 
not pity nor spare nor have mercy, but will 
destroy them.”’” 


Pride Precedes Captivity 
15 Hear and give ear: 

Do not be proud, 

For the LORD has spoken. 


Jeremiah 13:23 @ 837 


16 kGive glory to the LORD your God 
Before He causes ‘darkness, 
And before your feet stumble 
On the dark mountains, 
And while you are “looking for light, 
He turns it into "the shadow of death 
And makes it dense darkness. 
17 But if you will not hear it, 
My soul will weep in secret for your 
pride; 
My eyes will weep bitterly 
And run down with tears, 
Because the LORD’s flock has been 
taken captive. 


18 Say to the king and to the queen 
mother, 
“Humble yourselves; 
Sit down, 
For your rule shall collapse, the crown 
of your glory.” 
19 The cities of the South shall be shut 
up, 
And no one shall open them; 
Judah shall be carried away captive, 
all of it; 
It shall be wholly carried away 
captive. 


20 Lift up your eyes and see 
Those who come from the ¢north. 
Where is the flock that was given to 
you, 
Your beautiful sheep? 
21 What will you say when He punishes 
you? 
For you have taught them 
To be chieftains, to be head over you. 
Will not "pangs seize you, 
Like a woman in labor? 
22, And if you say in your heart, 
s“Why have these things come upon 
me?” 
For the greatness of your iniquity 
tYour skirts have been uncovered, 
Your heels made bare. 
23° Can the Ethiopian change his skin or 
the leopard its spots? 
Then may you also do good who are 
accustomed to do evil. 


* 13:4 Hebrew Perath 


13:6-7 profitable for nothing. Because Jeremiah’s 
sash was dirty and then was exposed to the elements, 
it was ruined and useless. 

13:8-11 refuse to hear My words ... follow the dic- 
tates of their hearts .. . walk after other gods. As 
Jeremiah’s sash was ruined, so Judah’s pride would be 
reduced to ruin. Pride describes the self-exalting con- 
duct that characterized Israel in its love for idols. This 
pride is explained in a triplet of verbal phrases. 

13:14 | will dash them one against another. The 
wine jars of God’s wrath would be smashed and bro- 
ken together, a picture of a devastated nation. 

13:16 Give glory to the LorD your God. This means 
exalt and worship Him. The verse warns of the con- 
sequences of failing to glorify God. Four Hebrew 


synonyms for darkness are found in this verse, deep- 
ening the impression of divine displeasure meted out 
against God's people. 

13:20 Those who come from the north. This phrase 
refers to Babylon. 

13:23 Can the Ethiopian change his skin. The neg- 
ative rhetorical question confirmed Judah's inability 
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838 @ Jeremiah 13:24 
24 “Therefore I will “scatter them like 
stubble 
That passes away by the wind of the 
wilderness. 
25wThis is your lot, 
The portion of your measures from 
Me,” says the LORD, 
“Because you have forgotten Me 
And trusted in *falsehood. 
26 Therefore YI will uncover your skirts 
over your face, 
That your shame may appear. 
27 J have seen your adulteries 
And your lustful zneighings, 
The lewdness of your harlotry, 
Your abominations ¢on the hills in the 
fields. 
Woe to you, O Jerusalem! 
Will you still not be made clean?” 


Sword, Famine, and Pestilence 
1 4 The word of the LORD that came to 
Jeremiah concerning the droughts. 


2 “Judah mourns, 
And ther gates languish; 
They ’mourn for the land, 
And ¢the cry of Jerusalem has 
gone up. 
3 Their nobles have sent their lads for 
water; 
They went to the cisterns and found 
no water. 
They returned with their vessels 
empty; 
They were dashamed and confounded 
eAnd covered their heads. 
4 Because the ground is parched, 
For there was fno rain in the land, 
The plowmen were ashamed; 
They covered their heads. 
5 Yes, the deer also gave birth in the 
field, 
But left because there was no grass. 
6 And £the wild donkeys stood in the 
desolate heights; 
They sniffed at the wind like jackals; 
Their eyes failed because there was 
no grass.” 


7 OLorD, though our iniquities testify 
against us, 
Do it "for Your name’s sake; 
For our backslidings are many, 
We have sinned against You. 
8 iOthe Hope of Israel, his Savior in time 
of trouble, 
Why should You be like a stranger in 
the land, 
And like a traveler who turns aside to 
tarry for a night? 
9 Why should You be like a man 
astonished, 
Like a mighty one ijwho cannot save? 
Yet You, O LORD, Rare in our midst, 
And we are called by Your name; 
Do not leave us! 


10Thus says the LorD to this people: 


“Thus they have loved to wander; 
They have not restrained their feet. 
Therefore the LORD does not accept 

them; 

mHe will remember their iniquity now, 
And punish their sins.” 


UThen the LORD said to me, "Do 
not pray for this people, for their good. 
120oWhen they fast, I will not hear their cry; 
and Pwhen they offer burnt offering and 
grain offering, I will not accept them. But 
a] will consume them by the sword, by the 
famine, and by the pestilence.” 

13rThen I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! Behold, 
the prophets say to them, ‘You shall not see 
the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I 
will give you assured speace in this place.’” 

14And the LORD said to me, “The proph- 
ets prophesy lies in My name. “I have not 
sent them, commanded them, nor spoken 
to them; they prophesy to you a false vi- 
sion, divination, a worthless thing, and the 
vdeceit of their heart. !>Therefore thus says 
the LORD concerning the prophets who 
prophesy in My name, whom] did not send, 
wand who say, ‘Sword and famine shall 
not be in this land’—‘By sword and famine 
those prophets shall be consumed! 16And 
the people to whom they prophesy shall be 


to change its own ways. The nation had reinforced 
its habit of doing evil (4:22) for so long that it did not 
know how to do good. 

13:26-27 your skirts over your face. This phrase 
meant public exposure (v. 22). Since Judah had lust- 
fully sought adulterous relationships with foreign 
gods and goddesses, God would expose and bring to 
shame its actions. 

14:2 mourn. This is a general word for grief over the 
dead. It describes the dark gloom of weeping and 
wailing. 

14:8 Hope... Savior. Jeremiah pleaded with God 
on the basis of God’s name and character. Instead 
of having an intimate relationship with Judah, God 
had become like a stranger or a traveler in the land, 
because the people worshiped other gods. 

14:10 Thus they have loved to wander. “Loved” 
describes voluntary desire. “Wander” describes a 


repetitive back and forth movement—in this case, of 
seeking every possible occasion for sin. Because no 
one displayed any restraint from sin, God could not 
violate His holy character and accept the people of 
Judah. 

14:13 | will give you assured peace. Jeremiah com- 
plained to the Lord about false prophets who were 
proclaiming a message of peace instead of war and 
pestilence. These pretentious prophets presumed 
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cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because 
of the famine and the sword; *they will 
have no one to bury them—them nor their 
wives, their sons nor their daughters—for I 
will pour their wickedness on them.’ 

17“Therefore you shall say this word to 
them: 


y‘Let my eyes flow with tears night and 
day, 
And let them not cease; 
2For the virgin daughter of my people 
Has been broken with a mighty stroke, 
with a very severe blow. 
18 If Igo out to the field, 
Then behold, those slain with the 
sword! 
And if I enter the city, 
Then behold, those sick from 
famine! 
Yes, both prophet and »priest go about 
in a land they do not know.’” 


The People Plead for Mercy 
19 cHave You utterly rejected Judah? 
Has Your soul loathed Zion? 
Why have You stricken us so that 
athere is no healing for us? 
eWe looked for peace, but there was no 
good; 
And for the time of healing, and there 
was trouble. 
20 We acknowledge, O LORD, our 
wickedness 
And the iniquity of our ‘fathers, 
For ¢we have sinned against You. 
21 Do not abhor us, for Your name’s 
sake; 
Do not disgrace the throne of Your 
glory. 
hRemember, do not break Your 
covenant with us. 
22 iAre there any among ‘the idols of the 
nations that can cause Frain? 
Or can the heavens give 
showers? 
'Are You not He, O LoRD our God? 
Therefore we will wait for You, 
Since You have made all these. 


Jeremiah 15:8 & 


The Lorp Will Not Relent 
1 Then the LorD said to me, ¢“Even if 
bMoses and ¢Samuel stood before Me, 
My mind would not be favorable toward 
this people. Cast them out of My sight, and 
let them go forth. 2And it shall be, if they 
say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ then you 
shall tell them, ‘Thus says the LORD: 


a“Such as are for death, to death; 
And such as are for the sword, to the 
sword; 
And such as are for the famine, to the 
famine; 
And such as are for the ¢captivity, to 
the captivity.”’ 


3“And I will fappoint over them four 
forms of destruction,” says the LORD: 
“the sword to slay, the dogs to drag, sthe 
birds of the heavens and the beasts of the 
earth to devour and destroy. 4I will hand 
them over to "trouble, to all kingdoms of 
the earth, because of ‘Manasseh the son of 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, for what he did 
in Jerusalem. 


5 “For who will have pity on you, 
O Jerusalem? 
Or who will bemoan you? 
Or who will turn aside to ask how you 
are doing? 
6 iYou have forsaken Me,” says the LORD, 
“You have kgone backward. 
Therefore I will stretch out My hand 
against you and destroy you; 
Tam weary of relenting! 

7 And Iwill winnow them with a 
winnowing fan in the gates of the 
land; 

I will ™bereave them of children; 

I will destroy My people, 

Since they "do not return from their 
ways. 

8 Their widows will be increased to Me 
more than the sand of the seas; 

I will bring against them, 

Against the mother of the young men, 

A plunderer at noonday; 

I will cause anguish and terror to fall 
on them °suddenly. 
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upon God's mercy and promise of deliverance as 
demonstrated in the days of Hezekiah and Isaiah, 
when Jerusalem was miraculously rescued from the 
siege of Sennacherib’s army. 

14:21-22 for Your name’s sake. The people's plea 
for God’s mercy was based on His character. Entreat- 
ies based on divine character and attributes are com- 
mon in the Psalms. At stake was God's reputation and 
the blessing that would come to the people, but here 
the obligations of the people to the Lord are disre- 
garded. 

15:2 death... sword... famine... captivity. These 
all would be the outcome of God’s judgment. He 
would use foreign armies as instruments of judgment 
(14:11-12). 

15:3-4 | will appoint over them four forms. The 
judgment of Judah is described. The imagery of dogs, 
birds, and beasts devouring human flesh vividly 


illustrates not only death, but desecration. The basis 
for this desecration is the defilement of Jerusalem 
that took place during the reign of Manasseh, when 
idolatry reigned in the temple courts and children 
were sacrificed to Molech (7:31). 

15:7-8 winnow them with a winnowing fan. Like 
wheat chaff that is scattered by the winnowing 
fork and the wind, the people of Judah would be 
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840 @ Jeremiah 15:9 
9 “She? languishes who has borne seven; 
She has breathed her last; 
aHer sun has gone down 
While it was yet day; 
She has been ashamed and confounded. 
And the remnant of them I will deliver 
to the sword 
Before their enemies,” says the LORD. 


Jeremiah’s Dejection 
10 rWoe is me, my mother, 
That you have borne me, 
A man of strife and a man of 
contention to the whole earth! 
I have neither lent for interest, 
Nor have men lent to me for interest. 
Every one of them curses me. 


The LorD said: 


“Surely it will be well with your 
remnant; 
Surely I will cause sthe enemy to 
intercede with you 
In the time of adversity and in the time 
of affliction. 
12 Can anyone break iron, 
The northern iron and the bronze? 
13 Your wealth and your treasures 
I will give as tplunder without price, 
Because of all your sins, 
Throughout your territories. 
144 And I will make you cross over with* 
your enemies 
4uInto a land which you do not know; 
For a “fire is kindled in My anger, 
Which shall burn upon you.” 


15 O LORD, “You know; 
Remember me and visit me, 
And xtake vengeance for me on my 
persecutors. 
In Your enduring patience, do not take 
me away. 
Know that »for Your sake I have 
suffered rebuke. 
16 Your words were found, and I zate 
them, 
And «Your word was to me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart; 
For Iam called by Your name, 
O LorD God of hosts. 


17 DJ did not sit in the assembly of the 
mockers, 
Nor did I rejoice; 
I sat alone because of Your hand, 
For You have filled me with indignation. 
18 Why is my ‘pain perpetual 
And my wound incurable, 
Which refuses to be healed? 
Will You surely be to me “like an 
unreliable stream, 
As waters that fail? 


The LorD Reassures Jeremiah 
19Therefore thus says the LORD: 


e“Tf you return, 
Then I will bring you back; 
You shall fstand before Me; 
If you tad out the precious from the 
vile, 
You shall be as My mouth. 
Let them return to you, 
But you must not return to them. 
20 And I will make you to this people a 
fortified bronze "wall; 
And they will fight against you, 
But ‘they shall not prevail against you; 
For I am with you to save you 
And deliver you,” says the LORD. 
21 “TJ will deliver you from the hand of the 
wicked, 
And I will redeem you from the grip of 
the terrible.” 


Jeremiah’s Lifestyle and Message 
1 The word of the LORD also came to 
me, saying, 2“You shall not take a 
wife, nor shall you have sons or daughters 
in this place.” 3For thus says the LORD con- 
cerning the sons and daughters who are 
born in this place, and concerning their 
mothers who bore them and their fathers 
who begot them in this land: 4“They shall 
die “gruesome deaths; they shall not be 
blamented nor shall they be cburied, but 
they shall be like refuse on the face of 
the earth. They shall be consumed by the 
sword and by famine, and their ¢corpses 


* 15:14 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Targum read cause you to 
serve (compare 17:4). 


dispersed. The population would be decimated. The 
further ravaging of the land is revealed in the numer- 
ous widows who would be left in the wake of the 
death of the men of Judah. 

15:9 who has borne seven. The blessing of seven 
sons was the ultimate hope for ancient mothers and 
fathers. But the utmost horror was to lose all seven in 
death, resulting in the loss of an heir. 

15:10 Every one of them curses me. To curse some- 
one in ancient Israel was to invoke condemnation on 
that person with a prescribed formula. 

15:16 Your words were found, and | ate them. Eat- 
ing the words of the Lord means to internalize them 
and allow their meaning to become a reality in one’s 
life. 

15:17 | did not sit in the assembly of the mockers. 


Jeremiah’s isolation was the result of his obedience to 
the word and calling of God. 

15:18 As waters that fail. This simile is a vivid picture 
of the arid regions in the Middle East, where water is 
at a premium. 

16:1-2 You shall not take a wife. |n the case of Jere- 
miah, the prohibition against marriage was both 
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shall be meat for the birds of heaven and 
for the beasts of the earth.” 

5For thus says the LORD: f“Do not enter 
the house of mourning, nor go to lament or 
bemoan them; for I have taken away My 
peace from this people,” says the LORD, 
“lovingkindness and mercies. ®Both the 
great and the small shall die in this land. 
They shall not be buried; #neither shall 
men lament for them, "cut themselves, nor 
imake themselves bald for them. 7Nor shall 
men break bread in mourning for them, to 
comfort them for the dead; nor shall men 
give them the cup of consolation to jdrink 
for their father or their mother. 8Also you 
shall not go into the house of feasting to sit 
with them, to eat and drink.” 

5For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: “Behold, ’I will cause to cease 
from this place, before your eyes and in 
your days, the voice of mirth and the voice 
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride. 

10“And it shall be, when you show this 
people all these words, and they say to 
you, ‘Why has the LORD pronounced all 
this great disaster against us? Or what is 
our iniquity? Or what is our sin that we 
have committed against the LORD our 
God?’ Uthen you shall say to them, ™‘Be- 
cause your fathers have forsaken Me,’ says 
the LORD; ‘they have walked after other 
gods and have served them and worshiped 
them, and have forsaken Me and not kept 
My law. !12And you have done "worse than 
your fathers, for behold, °each one follows 
the dictates of his own evil heart, so that 
no one listens to Me. !8?Therefore I will 
cast you out of this land @into a land that 
you do not know, neither you nor your fa- 
thers; and there you shall serve other gods 
day and night, where I will not show you 
favor.’ 


God Will Restore Israel 

14“Therefore behold, the "days are com- 
ing,” says the LORD, “that it shall no more 
be said, ‘The LORD lives who brought up 
the children of Israel from the land of 
Egypt,’ 5but, ‘The LORD lives who brought 


Jeremiah 17:2 @ 841 


up the children of Israel from the land of 
the snorth and from all the lands where 
He had driven them.’ For 'I will bring them 
back into their land which I gave to their 
fathers. 

16“Behold, I will send for many “fisher- 
men,” says the LORD, “and they shall fish 
them; and afterward I will send for many 
hunters, and they shall hunt them from ev- 
ery mountain and every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks. !7For My veyes are on all 
their ways; they are not hidden from My 
face, nor is their iniquity hidden from My 
eyes. 18And first I will repay ~double for 
their iniquity and their sin, because *they 
have defiled My land; they have filled My 
inheritance with the carcasses of their de- 
testable and abominable idols.” 


19 OQ LORD, ymy strength and my 
fortress, 
zMy refuge in the day of affliction, 
The Gentiles shall come to You 
From the ends of the earth and say, 
“Surely our fathers have inherited 
lies, 
Worthlessness and ¢unprofitable 
things.” 
20 Will a man make gods for himself, 
bWhich are not gods? 


21 “Therefore behold, I will this once 
cause them to know, 
I will cause them to know 
My hand and My might; 
And they shall know that «My name is 
the LORD. 


Judah's Sin and Punishment 
1 7 “The sin of Judah is «written with a 
bpen of iron; 
With the point of a diamond it is 
cengraved 
On the tablet of their heart, 
And on the horns of your altars, 
2 While their children remember 
Their altars and their ¢wooden 
images* 
By the green trees on the high hills. 


* 17:2 Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities 


a sign to the nation and a blight against his name 
among the people. Celibacy was abnormal; large 
families were indicative of God’s blessing upon a 
household. Jeremiah faced life with God as his sole 
comfort and support. 

16:10 Why has the Lorp pronounced. The trio of 
questions posed by the people indicates their lack of 
understanding of God's word. The people of Judah 
had missed the purpose for which they were chosen, 
to manifest to the world the nature and character of 
God by living as the people of God. 

16:16 many fishermen . .. many hunters. These 
words refer to the Babylonian armies that would 
scour the land for Judah’s rebels. Hunting and fishing 
imagery as a metaphor for deportation is also found 
in Ezekiel 12:3 and Amos 4:2. 


16:19-20 strength... fortress... refuge. Jeremiah 
knew that his only place of safety was in God. The 
scope of Jeremiah’s hope is universal. The Gentiles, 
among whom the people of Judah would be exiled, 
would come to the God of Israel in fulfillment of the 
promise of Genesis 12:1-3. 
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842 @ Jeremiah 17:3 
3 O My mountain in the field, 
I will give as plunder your wealth, all 
your treasures, 
And your high places of sin within all 
your borders. 
4 And you, even yourself, 
Shall let go of your heritage which I 
gave you; 
And I will cause you to serve your 
enemies 
In ¢the land which you do not know; 
For fyou have kindled a fire in My 
anger which shall burn forever.” 


5Thus says the LORD: 


s“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
And makes "flesh his strength, 
Whose heart departs from the LORD. 
6 For he shall be ‘like a shrub in the 

desert, 

And ishall not see when good comes, 

But shall inhabit the parched places in 
the wilderness, 

kIna salt land which is not inhabited. 


7 “Blessed! is the man who trusts in the 
LORD, 
And whose hope is the LORD. 
8 For he shall be “like a tree planted by 
the waters, 
Which spreads out its roots by the 
river, 
And will not fear* when heat comes; 
But its leaf will be green, 
And will not be anxious in the year of 
drought, 
Nor will cease from yielding fruit. 


9 “The "heart is deceitful above all 
things, 
And desperately wicked; 
Who can know it? 
10 J], the LORD, °search the heart, 
I test the mind, 
pEven to give every man according to 
his ways, 
According to the fruit of his doings. 


ll “As a partridge that broods but does 
not hatch, 
So is he who gets riches, but not by 
right; 
Tt ¢will leave him in the midst of his 
days, 
And at his end he will be ‘a fool.” 


12 A glorious high throne from the 
beginning 
Is the place of our sanctuary. 
13. O LORD, sthe hope of Israel, 
tAll who forsake You shall be 
ashamed. 


“Those who depart from Me 
Shall be “written in the earth, 
Because they have forsaken the 

LORD, 
The vfountain of living waters.” 


Jeremiah Prays for Deliverance 

14 Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be 
healed; 

Save me, and I shall be saved, 
For wYou are my praise. 

15 Indeed they say to me, 

x“Where is the word of the LORD? 
Let it come now!” 

16 As for me, YI have not hurried away 
from being a shepherd who 
follows You, 

Nor have I desired the woeful day; 
You know what came out of my lips; 
It was right there before You. 
17 Do not be a terror to me; 
zYou are my hope in the day of doom. 

18 a]_et them be ashamed who persecute 
me, 

But do not let me be put to shame; 

Let them be dismayed, 

But do not let me be dismayed. 

Bring on them the day of doom, 

And ¢destroy them with double 
destruction! 


*17:8 Qere and Targum read see. 


17:3 your high places of sin. Jerusalem and the 
other cities of Judah were demolished and plundered 
by the Babylonians. The remaining treasures of the 
temple of God were carried by Nebuchadnezzar’s 
army to Babylon. Even the idolatrous cultic centers 
were destroyed (15:13-14). 

17:4 let go of your heritage. This phrase, when 
used in the context of land, usually refers to letting 
the land lie fallow during the sabbatical year (Ex. 
23:10-11). Judah’s captivity would provide rest for 
the land from the idolatrous activities of its people. 
17:5 Cursed is the man. One cannot trust in both 
God and humankind. 

17:7 Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lorb. 
The basic element in a life of faith is stability. Man 
depending upon his own strength is unstable. But 
faith in God brings stability. 

17:11 As a partridge that broods but does not 
hatch. The teaching of Jeremiah 17:1-10 is sup- 
ported by a proverb based on the common belief 
that the partridge hatched eggs other than its own. 


When the young birds recognized that the partridge 
was not their mother, they would leave her. Similarly, 
aman who unjustly gains wealth will be abandoned 
by the wealth and then be known as a fool. 

17:12-13 A glorious high throne. This phrase refers 
to the temple in Jerusalem and the ark of the cov- 
enant, the symbol of God's presence and sovereignty 
over the nations. 

17:17 Do not be a terror to me. This refers to physi- 
cal, emotional, or mental horror. 

17:18 Let them be ashamed. Jeremiah called for 
his persecutors to be ashamed and dismayed, to be 
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Hallow the Sabbath Day 

19Thus the LORD said to me: “Go and 
stand in the gate of the children of the peo- 
ple, by which the kings of Judah come in 
and by which they go out, and in all the 
gates of Jerusalem; 2°and say to them, 
4‘Hear the word of the LORD, you kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem, who enter by these 
gates. 21Thus says the LORD: ¢“Take heed 
to yourselves, and bear no burden on the 
Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates 
of Jerusalem; 22nor carry a burden out of 
your houses on the Sabbath day, nor do 
any work, but hallow the Sabbath day, as I 
feommanded your fathers. 23¢But they did 
not obey nor incline their ear, but made 
their neck stiff, that they might not hear 
nor receive instruction. 

24“A nd it shall be, "if you heed Me care- 
fully,” says the LORD, “to bring no bur- 
den through the gates of this city on the 
iSabbath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, 
to do no work in it, 25ithen shall enter the 
gates of this city kings and princes sitting 
on the throne of David, riding in chariots 
and on horses, they and their princes, ac- 
companied by the men of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem; and this city 
shall remain forever. 26And they shall 
come from the cities of Judah and from 
Rthe places around Jerusalem, from the 
land of Benjamin and from 'the lowland, 
from the mountains and from “the South, 
bringing burnt offerings and sacrifices, 
grain offerings and incense, bringing 
ngacrifices of praise to the house of the 
LORD. 

27“But if you will not heed Me to hallow 
the Sabbath day, such as not carrying a 
burden when entering the gates of Jerusa- 
lem on the Sabbath day, then °I will kindle 
a fire in its gates, Pand it shall devour the 
palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be 
aquenched.”’” 


The Potter and the Clay 

18 The word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying: 2“Arise 

and go down to the potter’s house, and 
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there I will cause you to hear My words.” 
3Then I went down to the potter’s house, 
and there he was, making something at 
the wheel. 4And the vessel that he made 
of clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter; so he made it again into another 
vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to 
make. 

5Then the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying: 6“O house of Israel, can I not do 
with you as this potter?” says the LORD. 
“Look, Pas the clay is in the potter’s hand, 
so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 
7The instant I speak concerning a nation 
and concerning a kingdom, to ‘pluck up, 
to pull down, and to destroy it, 84if that 
nation against whom I have spoken turns 
from its evil, eI will relent of the disaster 
that I thought to bring upon it. 9And the in- 
stant I speak concerning a nation and con- 
cerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 
10jf it does evil in My sight so that it does 
not obey My voice, then I will relent con- 
cerning the good with which I said I would 
benefit it. 

“Now therefore, speak to the men of 
Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, Iam 
fashioning a disaster and devising a plan 
against you. fReturn now every one from 
his evil way, and make your ways and your 
doings “good.”’” 


God's Warning Rejected 

122And they said, “That is hopeless! So 
we will walk according to our own plans, 
and we will every one obey the ‘dictates of 
his evil heart.” 

13Therefore thus says the LORD: 


i“Ask now among the Gentiles, 

Who has heard such things? 

The virgin of Israel has done ’a very 
horrible thing. 

4 Will a man leave the snow water of 

Lebanon, 

Which comes from the rock of the 
field? 

Will the cold flowing waters be 
forsaken for strange 
waters? 


dishonored and demoralized. The prophet also called 
upon the Lord to confirm the message of judgment in 
the day of doom and double destruction. 

17:21-22 Take heed to yourselves. This same phras- 
ing is used in Deuteronomy 4:15 in a warning against 
idolatry. The sanctity of the Sabbath was a most seri- 
ous matter. The Sabbath stood as a sign of creation 
and the covenant relationship between God and Is- 
rael. 

18:4-6 was marred in the hand of the potter. The 
potter's vessel was marred and thus unsuitable for its 
intended purpose. The potter's remolding of the clay 
into an acceptable and unblemished work symbol- 
ized God's action in reforming Israel. The people had 
become marred and defiled and had to be reformed 
into a vessel fit to be identified with the Lord. 


18:13-14 Who has heard such things. Negative rhe- 
torical questions show the absurdity of Israel's rebel- 
lion. snow water of Lebanon. This describes the 
Mount Hermon watershed that erupts in numerous 
springs, providing most of the water for the Jordan 
River. God’s blessing was often demonstrated in the 
provision of water from rocks in arid regions (Ex. 17:6). 
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844 @ Jeremiah 18:15 
15 “Because My people have forgotten 
'Me, 
They have burned incense to 
worthless idols. 
And they have caused themselves to 
stumble in their ways, 
From the “ancient paths, 
To walk in pathways and not ona 
highway, 
16 To make their land "desolate anda 
perpetual °hissing; 
Everyone who passes by it will be 
astonished 
And shake his head. 
17 p] will scatter them ¢as with an east 
wind before the enemy; 
rT will show them* the back and not the 
face 
In the day of their calamity.” 


Jeremiah Persecuted 

18Then they said, s“Come and let us de- 
vise plans against Jeremiah; ‘for the law 
shall not perish from the priest, nor coun- 
sel from the wise, nor the word from the 
prophet. Come and let us attack him with 
the tongue, and let us not give heed to any 
of his words.” 


19 Give heed to me, O LORD, 
And listen to the voice of those who 
contend with me! 
20 uShall evil be repaid for good? 
For they have vdug a pit for my life. 
Remember that I wstood before You 
To speak good for them, 
To turn away Your wrath from them. 
21 Therefore deliver up their children to 
the famine, 
And pour out their blood 
By the force of the sword; 
Let their wives become widows 
And Ybereaved of their children. 
Let their men be put to death, 
Their young men be slain 
By the sword in battle. 
22 Let acry be heard from their houses, 
When You bring a troop suddenly 
upon them; 
For they have dug a pit to take me, 
And hidden snares for my feet. 


23° Yet, LORD, You know all their counsel 
Which is against me, to slay me. 
zProvide no atonement for their 

iniquity, 

Nor blot out their sin from Your 
sight; 

But let them be overthrown before 
You. 

Deal thus with them 

In the time of Your anger. 


The Sign of the Broken Flask 
1 Thus says the LORD: “Go and get a 
potter’s earthen flask, and take some 
of the elders of the people and some of the 
elders of the priests. And go out to “the 
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is by 
the entry of the Potsherd Gate; and pro- 
claim there the words that I will tell you, 
3band say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, O 
kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: “Behold, I will bring such a ca- 
tastrophe on this place, that whoever hears 
of it, his ears will ctingle. 
4“Because they “have forsaken Me and 
made this an alien place, because they 
have burned incense in it to other gods 
whom neither they, their fathers, nor the 
kings of Judah have known, and have 
filled this place with ¢the blood of the in- 
nocents 5f(they have also built the high 
places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire 
for burnt offerings to Baal, ¢which I did 
not command or speak, nor did it come 
into My mind), *therefore behold, the 
days are coming,” says the LORD, “that 
this place shall no more be called Tophet 
or "the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but 
the Valley of Slaughter. 7And I will make 
void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem 
in this place, ‘and I will cause them to fall 
by the sword before their enemies and by 
the hands of those who seek their lives; 
their icorpses I will give as meat for the 
birds of the heaven and for the beasts of 
the earth. 8I will make this city *desolate 
and a hissing; everyone who passes by 


* 18:17 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads look them in. 


18:15 burned incense to worthless idols. Foreign 
deities such as Baal and Asherah were represented by 
empty and ineffective cultic figurines. 

18:17 as with an east wind. This line refers to the 
scorching late-spring sirocco wind from the northern 
Arabian desert. 

18:19-20 they have dug a pit for my life. Jeremiah 
reminded the Lord how he had interceded for the peo- 
ple and had asked God to turn away His wrath and judg- 
ment. But instead of showing their appreciation for 
Jeremiah’s intervention, the people prepared his grave. 
19:3 Hear the word of the Lorb. This key word of the 
Deuteronomic code (Deut. 6:4) calls for a decision 
regarding the content of the message. his ears will 
tingle. This expression is used to refer to a harsh, 
ringing judgment announcement (1 Sam. 3:11). 


19:4-5 the blood of the innocents. This phrase 
refers to the murderous act of child sacrifice (7:31). 
Human sacrifice was known among the Phoenicians, 
Moabites, and Canaanites. This abominable practice, 
performed in the name of religious worship, was 
explicitly forbidden in the covenant (Deut. 12:31). 
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it will be astonished and hiss because of 
all its plagues. 9And I will cause them to 
eat the ‘flesh of their sons and the flesh 
of their daughters, and everyone shall eat 
the flesh of his friend in the siege and in 
the desperation with which their enemies 
and those who seek their lives shall drive 
them to despair.”’ 

10m“Then you shall break the flask in the 
sight of the men who go with you, Nand 
say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: 
n“Even so I will break this people and this 
city, as one breaks a potter’s vessel, which 
cannot be made whole again; and they 
shall °bury them in Tophet till there is no 
place to bury. !2Thus I will do to this place,” 
says the LORD, “and to its inhabitants, and 
make this city like Tophet. !3And the hous- 
es of Jerusalem and the houses of the kings 
of Judah shall be defiled like the place of 
Tophet, because of all the houses on whose 
aroofs they have burned incense to all the 
host of heaven, and "poured out drink of- 
ferings to other gods.”’” 

4Then Jeremiah came from Tophet, 
where the LORD had sent him to prophe- 
sy; and he stood in sthe court of the Lord’s 
house and said to all the people, “Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Is- 
rael: ‘Behold, I will bring on this city and 
on all her towns all the doom that I have 
pronounced against it, because ‘they have 
stiffened their necks that they might not 
hear My words.’” 


The Word of God to Pashhur 
20 Now ¢Pashhur the son of >Immer, 
the priest who was also chief gover- 
nor in the house of the LORD, heard that 
Jeremiah prophesied these things. 2Then 
Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and 
put him in the stocks that were in the high 
egate of Benjamin, which was by the house 
of the LORD. 
3And it happened on the next day that 
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Pashhur brought Jeremiah out of the 
stocks. Then Jeremiah said to him, “The 
LORD has not called your name Pashhur, 
but Magor-Missabib.* 4For thus says the 
LORD: ‘Behold, I will make you a terror to 
yourself and to all your friends; and they 
shall fall by the sword of their enemies, 
and your eyes shall see it. I will 4give all 
Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall carry them captive to Babylon 
and slay them with the sword. 5Moreover I 
ewill deliver all the wealth of this city, all 
its produce, and all its precious things; all 
the treasures of the kings of Judah I will 
give into the hand of their enemies, who 
will plunder them, seize them, and /carry 
them to Babylon. ®And you, Pashhur, and 
all who dwell in your house, shall go into 
captivity. You shall go to Babylon, and 
there you shall die, and be buried there, 
you and all your friends, to whom you have 
eprophesied lies.’” 


Jeremiah’s Unpopular Ministry 
7 OLORD, You induced me, and I was 
persuaded; 
hYou are stronger than I, and have 
prevailed. 
‘T am in derision daily; 
Everyone mocks me. 
8 For when I spoke, I cried out; 
i] shouted, “Violence and plunder!” 
Because the word of the LORD was 
made to me 
A reproach and a derision daily. 
9 Then I said, “I will not make mention 
of Him, 
Nor speak anymore in His name.” 
But His word was in my heart like a 
kburning fire 
Shut up in my bones; 
I was weary of holding it back, 
And JI could not. 


* 20:3 Literally Fear on Every Side 


19:9 | will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons. 
The gruesome practice of cannibalism appears, 
recalling the words of Deuteronomy 28:53. After 
years of siege resulting in severe famine, the people 
would resort to eating human flesh in order to sur- 
vive. This prophecy was literally fulfilled in 586 B.c. 
when Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah, and again in 
A.D. 70 when Titus destroyed Jerusalem. 

20:1 Pashhur... chief governor. A person in this 
position had to be a priest. He had oversight of the 
temple, the temple guards, entry into the courts, and 
so on, Jeremiah’s proclamations against the city and 
the temple were of grave concern to Pashhur because 
of the threat to the continuation of the cult in which 
he was involved. 

20:2 high gate of Benjamin. This portal provided 
access into the temple courtyards from the north, the 
direction of Benjamin’s territory. 

20:3-4 Magor-Missabib. This means “terror on 
every side.” As Pashhur had been a terror to Jeremiah, 
so he would become a terror to himself, his family, 
and his associates. 


20:6 Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house. 
Pashhur’s whole family and his close associates, who 
had opposed Jeremiah, would be deported to Bab- 
ylon because Pashhur had prophesied lies. Pashhur 
apparently had announced that Jerusalem would not 
suffer destruction. 

20:7 You induced me, and | was persuaded. A play 
on words is intended by using two forms of the same 
word, which means “to entice.” Jeremiah claimed 
that the Lord had seduced him and that he had suc- 
cumbed to the temptation. 

20:8 A reproach and a derision. Jeremiah had faith- 
fully proclaimed the Lord’s word of judgment and 
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846 @ Jeremiah 20:10 
10mFor I heard many mocking: 
“Fear on every side!” 
“Report,” they say, “and we will report 
it!” 
nAll my acquaintances watched for my 
stumbling, saying, 
“Perhaps he can be induced; 
Then we will prevail against him, 
And we will take our revenge on him.” 


11 But the LORD is owith me as a mighty, 
awesome One. 
Therefore my persecutors will 
stumble, and will not prevail. 
They will be greatly ashamed, for they 
will not prosper. 
Their everlasting confusion will 
never be forgotten. 
12 But, O LoRD of hosts, 
You who "test the righteous, 
And see the mind and heart, 
sLet me see Your vengeance on them; 
For I have pleaded my cause before 
You. 


13 Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD! 
For ‘He has delivered the life of the 
poor 
From the hand of evildoers. 


14 uCursed be the day in which I was 
born! 
Let the day not be blessed in which my 
mother bore me! 
15 Let the man be cursed 
Who brought news to my father, 
saying, 
“A male child has been born to you!” 
Making him very glad. 
16 And let that man be like the cities 
Which the LorD voverthrew, and did 
not relent; 
Let him whear the cry in the morning 
And the shouting at noon, 
17 xBecause he did not kill me from the 
womb, 
That my mother might have been my 
grave, 
And her womb always enlarged 
with me. 


18 yWhy did I come forth from the womb 
to zsee labor and sorrow, 
That my days should be consumed 
with shame? 


Jerusalem's Doom Is Sealed 
?1 The word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD when ¢King Zedekiah 

sent to him »Pashhur the son of Melchiah, 
and ‘Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the 
priest, saying, 24“Please inquire of the 
LorD for us, for Nebuchadnezzar* king of 
Babylon makes war against us. Perhaps 
the LORD will deal with us according to all 
His wonderful works, that the king may go 
away from us.” 

3Then Jeremiah said to them, “Thus you 
shall say to Zedekiah, 4‘Thus says the LORD 
God of Israel: “Behold, I will turn back the 
weapons of war that are in your hands, 
with which you fight against the king of 
Babylon and the Chaldeans* who besiege 
you outside the walls; and ¢I will assemble 
them in the midst of this city. 5I (Myself will 
fight against you with an outstretched 
hand and with a strong arm, even in an- 
ger and fury and great wrath. 6] will strike 
the inhabitants of this city, both man and 
beast; they shall die of a great pestilence. 
7And afterward,” says the LORD, “I will de- 
liver Zedekiah king of Judah, his servants 
and the people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence and the sword and 
the famine, into the hand of Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon, into the hand of their 
enemies, and into the hand of those who 
seek their life; and he shall strike them 
with the edge of the sword. ‘He shall not 
spare them, or have pity or mercy.”’ 

8“Now you shall say to this people, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: “Behold, ‘I set before you the 
way of life and the way of death. 9He who 
kremains in this city shall die by the sword, 
by famine, and by pestilence; but he who 
goes out and defects to the Chaldeans who 
besiege you, he shall ‘live, and his life shall 


* 21:2 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere 
* 21:4 Or Babylonians 


destruction, but the prophecy had not been fulfilled, 
thus opening the prophet up to criticism. 

20:11 the Lorp is with me. In order for a prophet to 
endure the pain and suffering that goes with the job, 
he needs to be aware of God's presence, power, and 
approval. 

20:12 who test the righteous. God tests (6:27; 17:10) 
and judges the righteous, those who walk uprightly 
in His ways and truth. 

20:14-15 Cursed be the day. |n ancient Israel, to 
curse God or one’s parents was an offense punish- 
able by death. Jeremiah avoided committing a cap- 
ital offense by cursing his conception and birth, and 
hence his call from God. 

21:2 inquire of the Lorp. This phrase means to seek 
His will. 

21:5 with an outstretched hand. Because the peo- 
ple of Judah had become God's enemies, God would 


fight against them. The divine instruments by which 
Israel had gained freedom from Egypt (Ex. 15:6; Deut. 
6:21) and deliverance from their enemies would be 
used against them. 

21:8-9 the way of life and the way of death. Death 
would come to those who attempted to survive the 
siege of Jerusalem; life was possible through surren- 
der to the Chaldeans (Babylonians). 
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be as a prize to him. !For I have “set My 
face against this city for adversity and not 
for good,” says the LORD. "“It shall be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he 
shall °burn it with fire.”’ 


Message to the House of David 

11“A nd concerning the house of the king 
of Judah, say, ‘Hear the word of the LorD, 
120 house of David! Thus says the LORD: 


vo“Execute judgment 4in the morning; 
And deliver him who is plundered 
Out of the hand of the oppressor, 
Lest My fury go forth like fire 
And burn so that no one can quench it, 
Because of the evil of your doings. 


13 “Behold, "I am against you, 
O inhabitant of the valley, 
And rock of the plain,” says the LORD, 
“Who say, s‘Who shall come down 
against us? 
Or who shall enter our dwellings?’ 
M4 But I will punish you according to the 
‘fruit of your doings,” says the 
LORD; 
“T will kindle a fire in its forest, 
And 4it shall devour all things around 
it?” 


22 Thus says the LORD: “Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
there speak this word, 2and say, “Hear 
the word of the LoRD, O king of Judah, 
you who sit on the throne of David, you 
and your servants and your people who 
enter these gates! 3Thus says the LORD: 
b“Execute judgment and righteousness, 
and deliver the plundered out of the hand 
of the oppressor. Do no wrong and do no 
violence to the stranger, the cfatherless, 
or the widow, nor shed innocent blood in 
this place. 4For if you indeed do this thing, 
dthen shall enter the gates of this house, 
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riding on horses and in chariots, accompa- 
nied by servants and people, kings who sit 
on the throne of David. 5But if you will not 
hear these words, °I swear by Myself,” says 
the LorD, “that this house shall become a 
desolation.”’” 

6For thus says the LorD to the house of 
the king of Judah: 


“You are fGilead to Me, 
The head of Lebanon; 
Yet I surely will make you a 
wilderness, 
Cities which are not inhabited. 
7 [will prepare destroyers against you, 
Everyone with his weapons; 
They shall cut down “your choice 
cedars 
hAnd cast them into the fire. 


8And many nations will pass by this city; 
and everyone will say to his neighbor, 
i‘Why has the LORD done so to this great 
city?’ 9Then they will answer, ‘Because 
they have forsaken the covenant of the 
LORD their God, and worshiped other gods 
and served them.’” 


10 Weep not for *the dead, nor bemoan 
him; 
Weep bitterly for him ‘who goes 
away, 
For he shall return no more, 
Nor see his native country. 


Message to the Sons of Josiah 

llFor thus says the LORD concerning 
mShallum* the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
who reigned instead of Josiah his father, 
nwho went from this place: “He shall not 
return here anymore, !2but he shall die in 
the place where they have led him captive, 
and shall see this land no more. 


* 22:11 Also called Jehoahaz 


21:10 For | have set My face. This phrase describes 
the fixed intention of God, which in this context was 
against Jerusalem. The result would be adversity 
rather than good. 

21:13 come down against us. Attacking armies gen- 
erally approached Jerusalem from the north along an 
elevated ridge. 

22:1 Go... king of Judah... speak this word. This 
is the first of three messages directed at specific 
kings of Judah. Shallum, the fourth son of Josiah, 
was placed on the throne by the people of Judah, 
but he was dethroned after three months by Pharaoh 
Necho. Shallum was imprisoned and taken captive to 
Egypt (2 Chr. 36:1-4). Eliakim (Jehoiakim), Shallum’s 
brother, was placed on the throne as an Egyptian 
vassal. Necho maintained control of Palestine until 
Nebuchadnezzar defeated Egypt at the Battle of 
Carchemish in 605 8.c. Shallum died without return- 
ing from Egypt, in fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy. 
22:2 who sit on the throne of David. Jeremiah’s 
prophecy was addressed to three groups: the kings 
who are of David's lineage, the kings’ servants, and 
“your people who enter these gates.” The last phrase 


may refer to the citizens in general or to personnel 
who regularly entered the palace gates. 

22:3 Execute judgment and righteousness. For all 
practical purposes these two terms are synonymous. 
One could not have one without the other. 

22:6-7 Gilead . . . Lebanon. The territories were 
sources for timber for the royal palaces. These lux- 
urious residences would be reduced to deserted 
wilderness and set ablaze if the kings disobeyed the 
covenant. 

22:9 worshiped other gods. The pagan nations 
would recognize that the destruction of Jerusalem 
was the result of Judah’s violation of its covenant with 
God. The people of Judah had exchanged their God 
or alien deities, whom they worshiped and served. 
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848 @ Jeremiah 22:13 
13 “Woe? to him who builds his house by 
unrighteousness 
And his chambers by injustice, 
PWho uses his neighbor’s service 
without wages 
And gives him nothing for his work, 
14 Who says, ‘I will build myself a wide 
house with spacious chambers, 
And cut out windows for it, 
Paneling it with cedar 
And painting it with vermilion.’ 


15 “Shall you reign because you enclose 
yourself in cedar? 
Did not your father eat and drink, 
And do justice and righteousness? 
Then dit was well with him. 
16 He judged the cause of the poor and 
needy; 
Then it was well. 
Was not this knowing Me?” says the 
LORD. 
17 “Yetr your eyes and your heart are for 
nothing but your covetousness, 
For shedding innocent blood, 
And practicing oppression and 
violence.” 


18Therefore thus says the LORD con- 
cerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king 
of Judah: 


s“They shall not lament for him, 

Saying, ‘Alas, my brother!’ or ‘Alas, 
my sister!’ 

They shall not lament for him, 

Saying, ‘Alas, master!’ or ‘Alas, his 
glory!’ 

19 uHe shall be buried with the burial of a 

donkey, 

Dragged and cast out beyond the gates 
of Jerusalem. 


20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out, 
And lift up your voice in Bashan; 
Cry from Abarim, 
For all your lovers are destroyed. 
21 | spoke to you in your prosperity, 
But you said, ‘I will not hear,’ 
vThis has been your manner from your 
youth, 
That you did not obey My voice. 
22 The wind shall eat up all your rulers, 
And your lovers shall go into captivity; 


Surely then you will be ashamed and 
humiliated 

For all your wickedness. 

23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, 

Making your nest in the cedars, 

How gracious will you be when pangs 
come upon you, 

Like xthe pain of a woman in labor? 


Message to Coniah 

24“A 5 I live,” says the LORD, »“though Co- 
niah* the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
zwere the signet on My right hand, yet I 
would pluck you off; 254¢and I will give you 
into the hand of those who seek your life, 
and into the hand of those whose face you 
fear—the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon and the hand of the Chaldeans. 
26bSo I will cast you out, and your mother 
who bore you, into another country where 
you were not born; and there you shall die. 
27But to the land to which they desire to re- 
turn, there they shall not return. 


28 “Ts this man Coniah a despised, broken 
idol— 
cA vessel in which is no pleasure? 
Why are they cast out, he and his 
descendants, 
And cast into a land which they do not 
know? 
29 dO earth, earth, earth, 
Hear the word of the LORD! 
30 Thus says the LORD: 
‘Write this man down as ¢childless, 
Aman who shall not prosper in his 
days; 
For fnone of his descendants shall 
prosper, 
Sitting on the throne of David, 
And ruling anymore in Judah.’” 


The Branch of Righteousness 
2 3 “Woe “to the shepherds who destroy 
and scatter the sheep of My pasture!” 
says the LORD. 2Therefore thus says the 
LORD God of Israel against the shepherds 
who feed My people: “You have scattered 
My flock, driven them away, and not at- 
tended to them. »Behold, I will attend to 


* 22:24 Also called Jeconiah and Jehoiachin 


22:13 uses his neighbor's service without wages. 
The king was supposed to be the guardian of his peo- 
ple, but Jehoiakim enslaved his fellow Israelites to 
build his self-aggrandizing palaces. 

22:18-19 He shall be buried with the burial of 
a donkey. A king of such despicable character as 
Jehoiakim deserved no lament. Instead of proper 
funeral rites due a king, Jehoiakim would receive an 
ignoble burial, like an animal, alone and unlamented. 
22:22-23 The wind shall eat up all your rulers. 
The winds of adversity and invasion would carry off 
Judah's leaders and allies alike. The nation would be 
ashamed that it had entered into such futile associ- 
ations. 

22:24-27 Coniah. This was another name for 


Jehoiachin. He succeeded his father in 598 B.c. 
under the threat of siege from Babylon as a result of 
Jehoiakim’s rebellion. Jehoiachin reigned for three 
months until he and his family were exiled to Bab- 
ylon by Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kin. 24:6-16). Eventually 
Jehoiachin was released from prison after the death 
of Nebuchadnezzar. 
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you for the evil of your doings,” says the 
LORD. 3“But cI will gather the remnant of 
My flock out of all countries where I have 
driven them, and bring them back to their 
folds; and they shall be fruitful and in- 
crease. 4I will set up ¢shepherds over them 
who will feed them; and they shall fear no 
more, nor be dismayed, nor shall they be 
lacking,” says the LORD. 


5 “Behold, ¢the days are coming,” says 
the LorD, 
“That I will raise to David a Branch of 
righteousness; 
A King shall reign and prosper, 
fAnd execute judgment and 
righteousness in the earth. 
6 sIn His days Judah will be saved, 
And Israel "will dwell safely; 
Now ‘this is His name by which He 
will be called: 


THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.* 


7Therefore, behold, ithe days are com- 
ing,” says the LorRD, “that they shall no 
longer say, ‘As the LORD lives who brought 
up the children of Israel from the land 
of Egypt,’ 8but, ‘As the LORD lives who 
brought up and led the descendants of the 
house of Israel from the north country kand 
from all the countries where I had driven 
them.’ And they shall dwell in their own 
Nand.” 


False Prophets and Empty Oracles 
9 My heart within me is broken 
Because of the prophets; 
mAII my bones shake. 
Iam like a drunken man, 
And like a man whom wine has 
overcome, 
Because of the LORD, 
And because of His holy words. 
10 For "the land is full of adulterers; 
For °because of a curse the land mourns. 
PThe pleasant places of the wilderness 
are dried up. 


Jeremiah 23:16 @ 849 


Their course of life is evil, 
And their might is not right. 


“For “both prophet and priest are 
profane; 
Yes, "in My house I have found their 
wickedness,” says the LORD. 
“Therefore their way shall be to them 
Like slippery ways; 
In the darkness they shall be driven on 
And fall in them; 
For I ‘will bring disaster on them, 
The year of their punishment,” says 
the LORD. 
“And I have seen folly in the prophets of 
Samaria: 
uThey prophesied by Baal 
And vcaused My people Israel to err. 
4 Also I have seen a horrible thing in the 
prophets of Jerusalem: 
wThey commit adultery and walk in 
lies; 
They also xstrengthen the hands of 
evildoers, 
So that no one turns back from his 
wickedness. 
All of them are like Sodom to Me, 
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah. 


15“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts 
concerning the prophets: 


‘Behold, I will feed them with 
zwormwood, 

And make them drink the water of 
gall; 

For from the prophets of Jerusalem 

Profaneness has gone out into all the 
land.’” 


16Thus says the LorD of hosts: 


“Do not listen to the words of the 
prophets who prophesy to you. 
They make you worthless; 
aThey speak a vision of their own 
heart, 
Not from the mouth of the LORD. 
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* 23:6 Hebrew YHWH Tsidkenu 


23:3 | will gather the remnant. The kings of Israel 
had caused the dispersion of the nation; but the 
Lord would mercifully bring about the restoration 
of the remnant. This concept was a popular one with 
many of the prophets (Is. 1:9; 10:20-23). The blessing 
of restoration and prosperity as a consequence of 
repentance is outlined in Deuteronomy 30:1-10. 
23:5 a Branch of righteousness. Beginning with 
Isaiah 4:2 this term is used of the promised Messiah 
(33:15; Zech. 3:8). This great king will reign with justice 
and righteousness. This ideal was founded on God's 
promise to David (2 Sam. 7:16). 

23:7-8 the days are coming. The future restoration 
of Israel would exceed anything in the past; it would 
surpass even the first exodus, the deliverance from 
Egypt. 

23:9-10 My heart within me is broken. Jeremiah’s 
dismay over the false prophets weakened him men- 
tally and physically, so much so that he felt drunken 
from the inner turmoil. 


23:15 | will feed them with wormwood. This word 
refers to bitterness and death by poison. According to 
Deuteronomy 18:20, the consequence of false proph- 
ecy was death. 

23:16 a vision of their own heart. Visions were 
commonly understood to be a means of receiving a 
message from God (or the gods). The term vision used 
here and in Jeremiah 14:14 is also found in Daniel 1:17 
and 8:1; plus it is used in other prophetic books to 
describe a divine revelation (Is. 1:1; Mic. 3:6). 
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850 @ Jeremiah 23:17 
17 They continually say to those who 
despise Me, 

‘The LORD has said, “You shall have 
peace”’; 

And to everyone who cwalks 
according to the dictates of his 
own heart, they say, 

4‘No evil shall come upon you.’” 


18 For ¢who has stood in the counsel of 
the LORD, 
And has perceived and heard His 
word? 
Who has marked His word and heard 
it? 
19 Behold, a fwhirlwind of the LORD has 
gone forth in fury— 
A violent whirlwind! 
It will fall violently on the head of the 
wicked. 
20 The “anger of the LORD will not turn 
back 
Until He has executed and performed 
the thoughts of His heart. 
hIn the latter days you will understand 
it perfectly. 


21 “Ji have not sent these prophets, yet 
they ran. 
I have not spoken to them, yet they 
prophesied. 
22 But if they had stood in My counsel, 
And had caused My people to hear My 
words, 
Then they would have ‘turned them 
from their evil way 
And from the evil of their doings. 


23 “Ama God near at hand,” says the 
LORD, 
“And not a God afar off? 
24 Can anyone khide himself in secret 
places, 
So I shall not see him?” says the LORD; 
"To I not fill heaven and earth?” says 
the LORD. 


25“T have heard what the prophets have 
said who prophesy lies in My name, say- 
ing, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 
26How long will this be in the heart of the 
prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed they 
are prophets of the deceit of their own 
heart, 27who try to make My people forget 


My name by their dreams which everyone 
tells his neighbor, ™as their fathers forgot 
My name for Baal. 


28 “The prophet who has a dream, let him 
tell a dream; 
And he who has My word, let him 
speak My word faithfully. 
What is the chaff to the wheat?” says 
the LORD. 
29 “Ts not My word like a "fire?” says the 
LORD, 
“And like a hammer that breaks the 
rock in pieces? 


30“Therefore behold, °I am against the 
prophets,” says the LORD, “who steal My 
words every one from his neighbor. 31Be- 
hold, I am Pagainst the prophets,” says the 
LORD, “who use their tongues and say, ‘He 
says.’ 32Behold, I am against those who 
prophesy false dreams,” says the LORD, 
“and tell them, and cause My people to err 
by their “lies and by "their recklessness. 
Yet I did not send them or command them; 
therefore they shall not ‘profit this people 
at all,” says the LORD. 

33“So when these people or the prophet 
or the priest ask you, saying, ‘What is ‘the 
oracle of the LORD?’ you shall then say to 
them, ‘What oracle?’* I will even forsake 
you,” says the LoRD. 34“And as for the 
prophet and the priest and the people who 
say, ‘The oracle of the LORD!’ I will even 
punish that man and his house. 2>Thus 
every one of you shall say to his neigh- 
bor, and every one to his brother, ‘What 
has the LORD answered?’ and, ‘What has 
the LORD spoken?’ 36And the oracle of the 
LORD you shall mention no more. For every 
man’s word will be his oracle, for you have 
uperverted the words of the living God, the 
LORD of hosts, our God. 37Thus you shall 
say to the prophet, ‘What has the LORD 
answered you?’ and, ‘What has the LORD 
spoken?’ 38But since you say, ‘The oracle 
of the LORD!’ therefore thus says the LORD: 
‘Because you say this word, “The oracle of 
the LorD!” and I have sent to you, saying, 
“Do not say, ‘The oracle of the LORD!’” 


* 23:33 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate read ‘You 
are the burden.’ 


23:19 a whirlwind of the Lorb. This is a symbol of 
God's judgment (Is. 29:6). 

23:21-22 | have not sent these prophets. A true 
prophet must be sent by God with a word from God. 
A true prophet of God calls people to repentance of 
sin or evil and to renewed faith. 

23:26 the deceit of their own heart. The character 
of the false prophets was based on lies and deceit. 
Their deception was apparent because their goal was 
to draw the people into idolatry with their fanciful 
dreams, leading people to forget God and follow Baal 
(2:8). 

23:28-29 What is the chaff to the wheat. This 
poetic interlude compares dream and word. A dream 


is fleeting, like chaff in the wind. God’s word has the 
force of fire and a hammer. 

23:38-40 The oracle of the Lorb. False prophets 
could not speak an oracle. The disgrace that resulted 
rom the false prophets would last for an extended 
period of time: Its memory would endure forever 
(20:11). 
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39therefore behold, I, even I, Ywill utterly 
forget you and forsake you, and the city 
that I gave you and your fathers, and will 
cast you out of My presence. 49And I will 
bring “an everlasting reproach upon you, 
and a perpetual shame, which shall not be 
forgotten.’” 


The Sign of Two Baskets of Figs 
2 The “LORD showed me, and there 
were two baskets of figs set before 
the temple of the LORD, after Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon had carried away 
captive -Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, and the princes of Judah 
with the craftsmen and smiths, from Jeru- 
salem, and had brought them to Babylon. 
2One basket had very good figs, like the 
figs that are first ripe; and the other basket 
had very bad figs which could not be eaten, 
they were so “bad. Then the LORD said to 
me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 

And I said, “Figs, the good figs, very 
good; and the bad, very bad, which cannot 
be eaten, they are so bad.” 

4Again the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 5“Thus says the LORD, the God 
of Israel: ‘Like these good figs, so will I 
acknowledge those who are carried away 
captive from Judah, whom I have sent out 
of this place for their own good, into the 
land of the Chaldeans. For I will set My 
eyes on them for good, and ¢I will bring 
them back to this land; ‘I will build them 
and not pull them down, and I will plant 
them and not pluck them up. 7Then I will 
give them 2a heart to know Me, that I am 
the LORD; and they shall be "My people, 
and I will be their God, for they shall return 
to Me ‘with their whole heart. 

8‘And as the bad ‘figs which cannot be 
eaten, they are so bad’—surely thus says 
the LORD—‘so will I give up Zedekiah the 
king of Judah, his princes, the *residue of 
Jerusalem who remain in this land, and 
Ithose who dwell in the land of Egypt. 91 
will deliver them to ™trouble into all the 
kingdoms of the earth, for their harm, "to 
be a reproach and a byword, a taunt and 
a curse, in all places where I shall drive 
them. 19And I will send the sword, the 
famine, and the pestilence among them, 
till they are consumed from the land that 
I gave to them and their fathers.’” 


Jeremiah 25:13 @ 851 
Seventy Years of Desolation 
2 The word that came to Jeremiah con- 
cerning all the people of Judah, ¢in 
the fourth year of »Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah, king of Judah (which was the first 
year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), 
2which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all 
the people of Judah and to all the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, saying: 3c“From the 
thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, 
king of Judah, even to this day, this is the 
twenty-third year in which the word of the 
LORD has come to me; and I have spoken 
to you, rising early and speaking, “but you 
have not listened. 4And the LORD has sent 
to you all His servants the prophets, ¢ris- 
ing early and sending them, but you have 
not listened nor inclined your ear to hear. 
5They said, ‘Repent now everyone of his 
evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in 
the land that the LORD has given to you and 
your fathers forever and ever. 6Do not go 
after other gods to serve them and wor- 
ship them, and do not provoke Me to anger 
with the works of your hands; and I will 
not harm you.’ 7 Yet you have not listened to 
Me,” says the LORD, “that you might ¢pro- 
voke Me to anger with the works of your 
hands to your own hurt. 
8“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: 
‘Because you have not heard My words, 
Sbehold, I will send and take "all the fam- 
ilies of the north,’ says the LORD, ‘and 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, ‘My 
servant, and will bring them against this 
land, against its inhabitants, and against 
these nations all around, and will utterly 
destroy them, and imake them an astonish- 
ment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations. 
10Moreover I will take from them the kvoice 
of mirth and the voice of gladness, the 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of 
the bride, 'the sound of the millstones and 
the light of the lamp. And this whole land 
shall be a desolation and an astonishment, 
and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy “years. 
12°Then it will come to pass, "when sev- 
enty years are completed, that I will pun- 
ish the king of Babylon and that nation, the 
land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity,’ 
says the LORD; “and I will make it a perpet- 
ual desolation. !3So I will bring on that land 


24:4-7 Like these good figs. These are identified 
with the deported exiles, including Jeconiah’s royal 
household, whom God set apart. God would bring 
back the captives, establish them in the land, and 
multiply their crops. 

25:3 | have spoken to you, rising early and speak- 
ing. This phrase describes Jeremiah’s diligence and 
persistence. 

25:9 Nebuchadnezzar .. . My servant. This expres- 
sion does not imply that the Babylonian monarch 
worshiped Israel’s God, but simply that he was used 
by God to fulfill His purposes (as in the case of Cyrus, 
who is called the Lord’s “anointed” in Is. 45:1). 
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852 @ Jeremiah 25:14 

all My words which I have pronounced 
against it, all that is written in this book, 
which Jeremiah has prophesied concern- 
ing all the nations. 4o(For many nations 
qand great kings shall "be served by them 
also; sand I will repay them according to 
their deeds and according to the works of 
their own hands.)’” 


Judgment on the Nations 

15For thus says the LORD God of Israel to 
me: “Take this ‘wine cup of fury from My 
hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I 
send you, to drink it. 16And “they will drink 
and stagger and go mad because of the 
sword that I will send among them.” 

17Then I took the cup from the LORD’s 
hand, and made all the nations drink, to 
whom the LorD had sent me: !8Jerusalem 
and the cities of Judah, its kings and its 
princes, to make them va desolation, an 
astonishment, a hissing, and wa curse, as 
it is this day; !8Pharaoh king of Egypt, his 
servants, his princes, and all his people; 
20all the mixed multitude, all the kings of 
xthe land of Uz, all the kings of the land of 
the Philistines (namely, Ashkelon, Gaza, 
Ekron, and 7the remnant of Ashdod); 
21aEdom, Moab, and the people of Am- 
mon; 22all the kings of >Tyre, all the kings 
of Sidon, and the kings of the coastlands 
which are across the ‘sea; 234Dedan, Tema, 
Buz, and all who are in the farthest cor- 
ners; 24all the kings of Arabia and all the 
kings of the ¢mixed multitude who dwell 
in the desert; 25all the kings of Zimri, all 
the kings of fElam, and all the kings of 
the Medes; 26hall the kings of the north, 
far and near, one with another; and all the 
kingdoms of the world which are on the 
face of the earth. Also the king of She- 
shach* shall drink after them. 

27“Therefore you shall say to them, ‘Thus 
says the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel: 
i“Drink, ibe drunk, and vomit! Fall and rise 
no more, because of the sword which I will 
send among you.”’ 28And it shall be, if they 
refuse to take the cup from your hand to 
drink, then you shall say to them, ‘Thus 


says the LORD of hosts: “You shall certainly 
drink! 29For behold, ®I begin to bring ca- 
lamity on the city ‘which is called by My 
name, and should you be utterly unpun- 
ished? You shall not be unpunished, for I 
will call for a sword on all the inhabitants 
of the earth,” says the LORD of hosts.’ 

30“Therefore prophesy against them all 
these words, and say to them: 


‘The LORD will "roar from on high, 
And utter His voice from °His holy 
habitation; 
He will roar mightily against PHis fold. 
He will give 2a shout, as those who 
tread the grapes, 
Against all the inhabitants of the 
earth. 
31 A noise will come to the ends of the 
earth— 
For the LORD has 'a controversy with 
the nations; 
sHe will plead His case with all flesh. 
He will give those who are wicked to 
the sword,’ says the LORD.” 


32Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


“Behold, disaster shall go forth 
From nation to nation, 
And ta great whirlwind shall be 
raised up 
From the farthest parts of the earth. 


33uAnd at that day the slain of the LORD 
shall be from one end of the earth even to 
the other end of the earth. They shall not 
be vYlamented, wor gathered, or buried; they 
shall become refuse on the ground. 


34 “Wail, shepherds, and cry! 
Roll about in the ashes, 
You leaders of the flock! 
For the days of your slaughter and 
your dispersions are fulfilled; 
You shall fall like a precious vessel. 
35 And the shepherds will have no way to 
flee, 
Nor the leaders of the flock to escape. 


* 25:26 A code word for Babylon (compare 51:41) 


25:16 drink and stagger and go mad. This triad 
sequence depicts the judgment process by which the 
sword of the Lord subdues those opposed to Him. 
The state of drunkenness was condemned in the Old 
Testament: to drink the cup and stagger was to dis- 
play one’s guilt (Num. 5:19-28). 

25:18 to make them a desolation, an astonish- 
ment. The list of nations that would be made to drink 
from the cup of the Lord’s judgment begins with 
Judah and Jerusalem, which would be made a source 
of derision (19:8). 

25:27-28 Drink, be drunk, and vomit. These terms 
for progressive inebriation emphasize the extent of 
judgment that would flow from God's cup of wrath. 
Those who refused the cup would be forced to drink. 
25:30 The Lorpb will roar from on high. Generally 
this phrase refers to God's abode on Mount Zion (Joel 
3:16; Amos 1:2). 


25:31 A noise will come. This noise refers to a thun- 
derous judgment resulting from God's “covenant 
lawsuit” against the nations. Though they had not 
received the law like Judah and Israel, the Gentiles 
would be judged because they were “wicked.” The 


word “wicked” refers to the guilt associated with the 
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36 A voice of the cry of the 
shepherds, 
And a wailing of the leaders to the 
flock will be heard. 
For the LORD has plundered their 
pasture, 
37 And the peaceful dwellings are cut 
down 
Because of the fierce anger of the 
LORD. 
38 He has left His lair like the lion; 
For their land is desolate 
Because of the fierceness of the 
Oppressor, 
And because of His fierce anger.” 


Jeremiah Saved from Death 
26 In the beginning of the reign of Je- 
hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, this word came from the LORD, say- 
ing, 2“Thus says the LORD: ‘Stand in ¢the 
court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all 
the cities of Judah, which come to worship 
in the LoRD’s house, Yall the words that I 
command you to speak to them. ¢Do not 
diminish a word. 34Perhaps everyone will 
listen and turn from his evil way, that Imay 
erelent concerning the calamity which I 
purpose to bring on them because of the 
evil of their doings.’ 4And you shall say to 
them, ‘Thus says the LorD: f“If you will 
not listen to Me, to walk in My law which 
I have set before you, 5to heed the words 
of My servants the prophets ¢whom I sent 
to you, both rising up early and sending 
them (but you have not heeded), Sthen I 
will make this house like "Shiloh, and will 
make this city ‘a curse to all the nations of 
the earth.”’” 
7So the priests and the prophets and all 
the people heard Jeremiah speaking these 
words in the house of the LORD. 8Now it 
happened, when Jeremiah had made an 
end of speaking all that the LORD had 
commanded him to speak to all the people, 
that the priests and the prophets and all the 
people seized him, saying, “You will surely 
die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name 
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of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be 
like Shiloh, and this city shall be idesolate, 
without an inhabitant’?” And all the peo- 
ple were gathered against Jeremiah in the 
house of the LORD. 

10When the princes of Judah heard these 
things, they came up from the king’s house 
to the house of the LORD and sat down in 
the entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s 
house. UAnd the priests and the prophets 
spoke to the princes and all the people, say- 
ing, “This man deserves to die! For he has 
prophesied against this city, as you have 
heard with your ears.” 

122Then Jeremiah spoke to all the princ- 
es and all the people, saying: “The LORD 
sent me to prophesy against this house and 
against this city with all the words that you 
have heard. !3Now therefore, ‘amend your 
ways and your doings, and obey the voice 
of the LORD your God; then the LorD will 
relent concerning the doom that He has 
pronounced against you. !As for me, here 
mJ] am, in your hand; do with me as seems 
good and proper to you. /But know for cer- 
tain that if you put me to death, you will 
surely bring innocent blood on yourselves, 
on this city, and on its inhabitants; for truly 
the LORD has sent me to you to speak all 
these words in your hearing.” 

16So the princes and all the people said 
to the priests and the prophets, “This man 
does not deserve to die. For he has spoken 
to us in the name of the LORD our God.” 

1mThen certain of the elders of the land 
rose up and spoke to all the assembly of 
the people, saying: 18°“Micah of Moresheth 
prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah, 
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


p“Zion shall be plowed like a field, 
Jerusalem shall become theaps of 
ruins, 
And the mountain of the temple* 
Like the bare hills of the forest.” ’* 


* 26:18 Literally house * Compare Micah 3:12 


breach of ethical standards, including violating the 
poor and needy and abusing the oppressed. 

25:37 Because of the fierce anger of the Lorb. 
Human anger is an emotion. God’s anger is an aspect 
of the righteous administration of His laws—natural, 
moral, and spiritual. 

26:2 Do not diminish a word. Jeremiah was told to 
speak unsparingly with unwavering boldness. 

26:3 Perhaps everyone will listen. The introduction 
to the judgment oracle is expressed in conditional 
terms. If the people repented of evil, the Lord would 
relent from the calamity He was threatening to bring 
on them. 

26:6 then! will make this house like Shiloh. This city 
was not far from Jerusalem. The people could see the 
effects of its destruction by the Philistines in 1050 B.c., 
a destruction that overtook it even though it was the 
first resting place of the ark of the covenant. Jeremiah 
uses Shiloh as an illustration of the coming judgment 


of Jerusalem even though the temple of God had 
been built there. 

26:13 obey the voice of the LorD your God. Jere- 
miah gives the Lord’s assurance that if we, like Judah, 
turn to obey Him, our future will be changed from 
punishment to blessing. 

26:15 if you put me to death. Jeremiah defended 
himself and pointed to the potential sin of shedding 
innocent blood. He had already accused the leaders 
of Jerusalem of child sacrifices in the Hinnom valley 
2:34; 19:4). 

26:18 Micah of Moresheth. In the reign of Hezekiah, 
Micah had announced the impending destruction of 
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854 @ Jeremiah 26:19 
19Pid Hezekiah king of Judah and all Ju- 
dah ever put him to death? "Did he not fear 
the LORD and sseek the LORD’s favor? And 
the LorD ‘relented concerning the doom 
which He had pronounced against them. 
uBut we are doing great evil against our- 
selves.” 

20Now there was also a man who proph- 
esied in the name of the LORD, Urijah the 
son of Shemaiah of Kirjath Jearim, who 
prophesied against this city and against 
this land according to all the words of 
Jeremiah. 21And when Jehoiakim the king, 
with all his mighty men and all the princes, 
heard his words, the king sought to put him 
to death; but when Urijah heard it, he was 
afraid and fled, and went to Egypt. 22Then 
Jehoiakim the king sent men to Egypt: El- 
nathan the son of Achbor, and other men 
who went with him to Egypt. 23And they 
brought Urijah from Egypt and brought 
him to Jehoiakim the king, who killed him 
with the sword and cast his dead body into 
the graves of the common people. 

24Nevertheless ’the hand of Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that 
they should not give him into the hand of 
the people to put him to death. 


Symbol of the Bonds and Yokes 
27 In the beginning of the reign of Je- 
hoiakim* the son of Josiah, “king of 
Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from 
the LORD, saying,* 2“Thus says the LORD 
to me: ‘Make for yourselves bonds and 
yokes, band put them on your neck, sand 
send them to the king of Edom, the king of 
Moab, the king of the Ammonites, the king 
of Tyre, and the king of Sidon, by the hand 
of the messengers who come to Jerusalem 
to Zedekiah king of Judah. 4And command 
them to say to their masters, “Thus says the 
LoRD of hosts, the God of Israel—thus you 
shall say to your masters: 5«‘I have made 
the earth, the man and the beast that are 
on the ground, by My great power and by 
My outstretched arm, and ¢have given it to 
whom it seemed proper to Me. 6¢And now 
I have given all these lands into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, 
fMy servant; and “the beasts of the field I 


have also given him to serve him. 7"So all 
nations shall serve him and his son and his 
son’s son, ‘until the time of his land comes; 
jand then many nations and great kings 
shall make him serve them. 8And it shall 
be, that the nation and kingdom which 
will not serve Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, and which will not put its neck 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that 
nation I will punish,’ says the LORD, ‘with 
the sword, the famine, and the pestilence, 
until I have consumed them by his hand. 
Therefore do not listen to your prophets, 
your diviners, your dreamers, your sooth- 
sayers, or your sorcerers, who speak to 
you, saying, “You shall not serve the king 
of Babylon.” !°For they prophesy a ®lie to 
you, to remove you far from your land; and 
I will drive you out, and you will perish. 
But the nations that bring their necks 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon and 
serve him, I will let them remain in their 
own land,’ says the LORD, ‘and they shall 
till it and dwell in it.’”’” 

12] also spoke to 'Zedekiah king of Ju- 
dah according to all these words, saying, 
“Bring your necks under the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, and serve him and his 
people, and live! 8m™Why will you die, 
you and your people, by the sword, by the 
famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD 
has spoken against the nation that will not 
serve the king of Babylon? Therefore "do 
not listen to the words of the prophets who 
speak to you, saying, ‘You shall not serve 
the king of Babylon,’ for they prophesy °a 
lie to you; 5for I have Pnot sent them,” says 
the LORD, “yet they prophesy a lie in My 
name, that I may drive you out, and that 
you may perish, you and the prophets who 
prophesy to you.” 

16Also I spoke to the priests and to all 
this people, saying, “Thus says the LORD: 
‘Do not listen to the words of your proph- 
ets who prophesy to you, saying, “Behold, 
athe vessels of the LORD’s house will now 
shortly be brought back from Babylon”; 


* 27:1 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts, Arabic, 
and Syriac read Zedekiah (compare 27:3, 12; 
28:1). ¢ Septuagint omits verse 1. 


Jerusalem by the Assyrians (Mic. 3:12). Yet because of 
the repentance of Hezekiah and the inhabitants, the 
city was spared from the onslaught of the Assyrian 
army under Sennacherib (701 B.c.). 

26:24 Ahikam the son of Shaphan. This man, along 
with his father, served as a scribe under Josiah when 
the Book of the Law was found in the temple (2 Kin. 
22:8-14). Ahikam’s brother Gemariah also opposed 
Jehoiakim’s burning of Jeremiah’s scroll (36:25). This 
faithful family was supportive of Jeremiah and was 
instrumental in saving his life. 

27:2-3 bonds and yokes. These are wooden bars 
or beams that attach to a pair of oxen with leather 
bands. The symbolic act of wearing the yoke would 
communicate bondage, restraint, and enslavement. 
27:7 all nations shall serve him and his son and his 


son’s son. Following the death of Nebuchadnezzar 
in 562 B.c., his heirs and successors retained control 
of Babylon for only 24 years. Babylon fell without a 
battle to Cyrus and the Persian armies in 539 B.c., and 
later to Alexander the Great of Greece. 

27:9-10 do not listen. The way kings summoned 
various prophet-diviners to give them direction is 
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for they prophesy a lie to you. !7Do not 
listen to them; serve the king of Babylon, 
and live! Why should this city be laid 
waste? 18But if they are prophets, and if 
the word of the LORD is with them, let 
them now make intercession to the LORD 
of hosts, that the vessels which are left in 
the house of the LORD, in the house of the 
king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, do not 
go to Babylon,’ 

19“For thus says the LORD of hosts "con- 
cerning the pillars, concerning the Sea, 
concerning the carts, and concerning the 
remainder of the vessels that remain in 
this city, 20which Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon did not take, when he carried 
away scaptive Jeconiah the son of Je- 
hoiakim, king of Judah, from Jerusalem to 
Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and 
Jerusalem— 2!yes, thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the 
tvessels that remain in the house of the 
LORD, and in the house of the king of Judah 
and of Jerusalem: 22‘They shall be “carried 
to Babylon, and there they shall be until the 
day that I vvisit them,’ says the LORD. ‘Then 
w] will bring them up and restore them to 
this place.’” 


Hananiah’s Falsehood and Doom 
2 And ait happened in the same year, 
at the beginning of the reign of Zed- 
ekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year 
and in the fifth month, that Hananiah the 
son of ‘Azur the prophet, who was from 
Gibeon, spoke to me in the house of the 
LORD in the presence of the priests and of 
all the people, saying, 2“Thus speaks the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, saying: ‘I 
have broken ¢the yoke of the king of Bab- 
ylon. 3eWithin two full years I will bring 
back to this place all the vessels of the 
LORD’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon ‘took away from this place and 
carried to Babylon. 4And I will bring back 
to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, 
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king of Judah, with all the captives of Ju- 
dah who went to Babylon,’ says the LORD, 
‘for I will break the yoke of the king of Bab- 
ylon.’” 

5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the 
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and in the presence of all the people 
who stood in the house of the LORD, ®and 
the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! The 
LORD do so; the LORD perform your words 
which you have prophesied, to bring back 
the vessels of the LORD’s house and all who 
were carried away captive, from Babylon 
to this place. 7Nevertheless hear now this 
word that I speak in your hearing and in 
the hearing of all the people: The prophets 
who have been before me and before you 
of old prophesied against many countries 
and great kingdoms—of war and disaster 
and pestilence. 9As for "the prophet who 
prophesies of ‘peace, when the word of the 
prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be 
known as one whom the LORD has truly 
sent.” 

10Then Hananiah the prophet took the 
iyoke off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck and 
broke it. 4And Hananiah spoke in the pres- 
ence of all the people, saying, “Thus says 
the LORD: ‘Even so I will break the yoke 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon ?from 
the neck of all nations within the space of 
two full years.’” And the prophet Jeremiah 
went his way. 

12Now the word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah, after Hananiah the prophet 
had broken the yoke from the neck of the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying, “Go and tell 
Hananiah, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD: 
“You have broken the yokes of wood, but 
you have made in their place yokes of iron.” 
14For thus says the LorRD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: “I have put a yoke of iron on the 
neck of all these nations, that they may 
serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; 
and they shall serve him. “I have given him 
the beasts of the field also.”’” 


well known from the Book of Daniel (Dan. 2:2; 5:7). 
Besides prophets, there were diviners, like Balaam 
(Num. 22-24), who were prohibited from practic- 
ing their craft in Israel (Deut. 18:9-14). The collec- 
tive effort of these diviners to determine the fate of 
their nations failed. Like the false prophets of Judah, 
they heralded a message of rebellion and resistance 
against Babylon. Only Jeremiah stood for the truth. 
The Lord would punish Judah through Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

27:21-22 concerning the vessels. Jeremiah’s 
message from the Lord is presented in detail. The 
remaining vessels in the temple, as well as in the 
king's palace, would be carried to Babylon until the 
Lord restored His people. In the midst of a prophetic 
message against the false prophets, Jeremiah spoke 
a message of hope and restoration. Destruction was 
imminent, but God does not forget His people. He 
would restore the righteous remnant. 

28:1-4 Hananiah the son of Azur. This prophet 
believed that God’s message for Judah was one of 


imminent deliverance—within two years—from 
servitude to the king of Babylon. Hananiah also 
prophesied the return of the holy vessels taken by Neb- 
uchadnezzar from the temple. Furthermore, Hananiah 
espoused the popular belief that the kingship of Zede- 
kiah was illegitimate and that God would restore Jeco- 
niah (Jehoiachin) to the throne in Jerusalem. 

28:7-9 war and disaster and pestilence. Hanani- 
ah's message of peace and prosperity ran contrary to 
the long tradition of the genuine Hebrew prophets. 
Amos, Hosea, Micah, Joel, and Nahum spoke words 
of judgment and destruction against the great king- 
doms like Assyria and Egypt. 
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856 @ Jeremiah 28:15 

Then the prophet Jeremiah said to 
Hananiah the prophet, “Hear now, Hana- 
niah, the LORD has not sent you, but "you 
make this people trust in a lie. 16Therefore 
thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will cast you 
from the face of the earth. This year you 
shall die, because you have taught ¢rebel- 
lion against the LORD.’” 

17S$0 Hananiah the prophet died the 
same year in the seventh month. 


Jeremiah’s Letter to the Captives 
29 Now these are the words of the letter 

that Jeremiah the prophet sent from 
Jerusalem to the remainder of the elders 
who were “carried away captive—to the 
priests, the prophets, and all the people 
whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away 
captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2(This 
happened after ’Jeconiah the king, the 
cqueen mother, the eunuchs, the princes of 
Judah and Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and 
the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) 
3The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah 
the son of 4Shaphan, and Gemariah the son 
of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah 
sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, saying, 


4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 
of Israel, to all who were carried away 
captive, whom I have caused to be car- 
ried away from Jerusalem to Babylon: 


5 Build houses and dwell in them; plant 
gardens and eat their fruit. Take 
wives and beget sons and daughters; 


and take wives for your sons and give 
your daughters to husbands, so that 
they may bear sons and daughters— 
that you may be increased there, and 
not diminished. 7And seek the peace 

of the city where I have caused you to 
be carried away captive, eand pray to 
the LorD for it; for in its peace you will 
have peace. 8For thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your 
prophets and your diviners who are 

in your midst ‘deceive you, nor listen 
to your dreams which you cause to be 
dreamed. 9For they prophesy 2falsely to 
you in My name; I have not sent them, 
says the LORD. 


10 For thus says the LorD: After "seventy 
years are completed at Babylon, I will 
visit you and perform My good word 
toward you, and cause you to ‘return 
to this place. !!For I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, says the LORD, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to 
give you a future and a hope. !2Then 
you will jcall upon Me and go and pray 
to Me, and I will *listen to you. 8And 
lyou will seek Me and find Me, when 
you search for Me with all your heart. 
14n] will be found by you, says the LORD, 
and I will bring you back from your 
captivity; °I will gather you from all the 
nations and from all the places where 
Ihave driven you, says the LORD, and I 
will bring you to the place from which I 
cause you to be carried away captive. 


28:15-16 you make this people trust in a lie. Hana- 
niah had not been sent by God, but he had led the 
people astray with a lie. As a result, Hananiah would 
die that very year. 

29:2 after. This parenthetical passage provides back- 
ground from 2 Kings 24:12—16 concerning the depor- 
tation of Jeconiah Jehoiachin) to Babylon in 597 B.c. 
This method of eliminating leaders and leaving the 
peasant population to pay taxes to the kingdom 
was learned from the Assyrians and was designed to 
reduce the likelihood of rebellion. 

29:4 to all who were carried away captive. Jere- 
miah reminded the exiled community that ultimately 
it was God, not Nebuchadnezzar, who had caused 
them to be taken to Babylon. 

29:10 After seventy years are completed. The con- 
cept of seventy years of Babylonian captivity is reiter- 
ated from Jeremiah 25:12. The number 70 symbolizes 
completion and fulfillment of God’s sovereign plans 
for creation and human history. The completion of 
the years of the kingdom of Babylon would also be 
the completion of Judah’s exile. 

29:11 A Future and a Hope—This text comes from 
a letter from Jeremiah to the exiles from Judah who 
were living in Babylon (vv. 4-9). The exiles must have 
had a lot of questions about their situation before 
they heard from Jeremiah. Had God abandoned 
them forever? How could they serve God properly 
while under the domination of the nation of Babylon? 
When would the exile end? Would they ever see Jeru- 
salem again? What was the plan? 


The answer that Jeremiah wrote to them probably 
wasn't satisfactory for all. They still would have had 
questions. Many would have wanted more specific 
answers. They would have wanted to know how long 
they would be in Babylon. They would have asked if 
they could do anything to hasten their return. These 
are not unlike the questions we ask God on a daily 
basis. 

Perhaps the best way to describe the content of 

Jeremiah’s letter is to say that he is pointing to the 
fact that all the specifics are wrapped up in their rela- 
tionship with God. The promises are ultimate prom- 
ises. If we seek Him, we will find Him. God Himself is 
our hope. Shouldn't knowing this give us all the direc- 
tion we need? Isn't this what our faith is all about? On 
the basis of knowing what God has done and what He 
has promised to do, we will move ahead in trust. We 
may not see the path clearly, but we know He does 
lead and He is leading us. 
29:14 | will be found by you. Those who seek God 
with a whole heart will find Him and experience His 
renewal. | will bring you back. God was the captor, 
and He would restore His people from captivity. 
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15 Because you have said, “The LORD has 


2 


= 


raised up prophets for us in Babylon’— 
16ptherefore thus says the LORD con- 
cerning the king who sits on the throne 
of David, concerning all the people 
who dwell in this city, and concerning 
your brethren who have not gone out 
with you into captivity— !7thus says 
the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will send 
on them the sword, the famine, and the 
pestilence, and will make them like 
arotten figs that cannot be eaten, they 
are so bad. !8And I will pursue them 
with the sword, with famine, and with 
pestilence; and I "will deliver them to 
trouble among all the kingdoms of the 
earth—to be Sa curse, an astonishment, 
a hissing, and a reproach among all the 
nations where I have driven them, !%be- 
cause they have not heeded My words, 
says the LORD, which ‘I sent to them 

by My servants the prophets, rising up 
early and sending them; neither would 
you heed, says the LORD. 2°Therefore 
hear the word of the LORD, all you of 
the captivity, whom I have sent from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 


Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God 

of Israel, concerning Ahab the son 

of Kolaiah, and Zedekiah the son of 
Maaseiah, who prophesy a “lie to you 

in My name: Behold, I will deliver them 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and he shall slay them 
before your eyes. 22vAnd because of 
them a curse shall be taken up by all 
the captivity of Judah who are in Bab- 
ylon, saying, “The LORD make you like 
Zedekiah and Ahab, “whom the king of 
Babylon roasted in the fire”; 23because 
xthey have done disgraceful things in 
Israel, have committed adultery with 
their neighbors’ wives, and have spoken 
lying words in My name, which I have 
not commanded them. Indeed I ¥know, 
and am a witness, says the LORD. 


24 You shall also speak to Shemaiah the 


Nehelamite, saying, 25Thus speaks 
the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel, 
saying: You have sent letters in your 
name to all the people who are at 
Jerusalem, 7to Zephaniah the son of 
Maaseiah the priest, and to all the 
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priests, saying, 26“The LORD has made 
you priest instead of Jehoiada the 
priest, so that there should be “officers 
in the house of the LORD over every 
man who is »demented and considers 
himself a prophet, that you should ¢put 
him in prison and in the stocks. 27Now 
therefore, why have you not rebuked 
Jeremiah of Anathoth who makes him- 
self a prophet to you? 28For he has sent 
to us in Babylon, saying, ‘This captivity 
is long; build houses and dwell in them, 
and plant gardens and eat their fruit.’” 


29Now Zephaniah the priest read this 


letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the proph- 
et. 30Then the word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah, saying: 3!Send to all those in 
captivity, saying, Thus says the LORD 
concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite: 
Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you, 
dand I have not sent him, and he has caused 
you to trust in a elie—32therefore thus says 
the LorD: Behold, I will punish Shemaiah 
the Nehelamite and his family: he shall not 
have anyone to dwell among this people, 
nor shall he see the good that I will do for 
My people, says the LORD, ‘because he has 
taught rebellion against the LORD. 


Restoration of Israel and Judah 


3 


LORD God of Israel, saying: ‘Write in a 
book for yourself all the words that I have 
spoken to you. 3For behold, the days are 
coming,’ says the LORD, ‘that @I will bring 
back from captivity My people Israel and 
Judah,’ says the LORD. »‘And I will cause 
them to return to the land that I gave to 
their fathers, and they shall possess it.’” 


The word that came to Jeremiah from 
the LORD, saying, 2“Thus speaks the 


4Now these are the words that the LORD 


spoke concerning Israel and Judah. 


5“For thus says the LORD: 


‘We have heard a voice of trembling, 
Of fear, and not of peace. 
Ask now, and see, 
Whether a man is ever in labor with 
child? 
So why do I see every man with his 
hands on his loins 
cLike a woman in labor, 
And all faces turned pale? 


29:21 Ahab the son of Kolaiah, and Zedekiah the 
son of Maaseiah. These two were the prophets 
spoken of in Jeremiah 29:15. They were accused by 
Jeremiah of a deplorable crime; prophesying the 
imminent collapse of Babylon and the restoration 
of the captives to Jerusalem. Such false prophecy 
urging rebellion against God was a capital offense 
(Deut. 14:5-10). The prophetic punishment of Ahab 


and Zedekiah was death by command of Nebuchad- 


nezzar. 
30:2 Write... all the words. The oracles of Jeremiah 


were recorded by the scribe Baruch (ch. 36). “Book” 


refers to any type of writing medium, from a clay 


tablet to a parchment scroll. Jeremiah’s oracles were 
recorded on a scroll (36:2). 

30:6 hands on his loins. This phrase symbolizes 
the agony of God's people who had become like 
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7 dAlas! For that day is great, 
eSo that none is like it; 
And it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, 
But he shall be saved out of it. 


8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
‘That I will break his yoke from your 
neck, 
And will burst your bonds; 
Foreigners shall no more enslave 
them. 
9 But they shall serve the LORD their 
God, 
And fDavid their king, 
Whom I will raise up for them. 


10 ‘Therefore "do not fear, O My servant 
Jacob,’ says the LORD, 
‘Nor be dismayed, O Israel; 
For behold, I will save you from afar, 
And your seed ‘from the land of their 
captivity. 
Jacob shall return, have rest and be 
quiet, 
And no one shall make him afraid. 
ll For I am with jyou,’ says the LORD, ‘to 
save you; 
kThough I make a full end of all nations 
where I have scattered you, 
'Yet I will not make a complete end of 
you. 
But I will correct you in justice, 
And will not let you go altogether 
unpunished.’ 


12“For thus says the LORD: 


"Your affliction is incurable, 
Your wound is severe. 
13 There is no one to plead your cause, 
That you may be bound up; 
oYou have no healing medicines. 
M4 pAll your lovers have forgotten you; 
They do not seek you; 
For I have wounded you with the 
wound “of an enemy, 
With the chastisement "of a cruel one, 
For the multitude of your iniquities, 
sBecause your sins have increased. 


15 Why ‘do you cry about your 
affliction? 
Your sorrow is incurable. 
Because of the multitude of your 
iniquities, 
Because your sins have increased, 
Ihave done these things to you. 


1 


a 


‘Therefore all those who devour you 
ushall be devoured; 
And all your adversaries, every one of 
them, shall go into vcaptivity; 
Those who plunder you shall become 
wplunder, 
And all who prey upon you I will make 
a prey. 
yFor I will restore health to you 
And heal you of your wounds,’ says 
the LORD, 
‘Because they called you an outcast 
saying: 
“This is Zion; 
No one seeks her. 


18“Thus says the LORD: 


‘Behold, I will bring back the captivity 
of Jacob’s tents, 
And Zhave mercy on his dwelling 
places; 
The city shall be built upon its own 
mound, 
And the palace shall remain according 
to its own plan. 
19 Then ¢out of them shall proceed 
thanksgiving 
And the voice of those who make 
merry; 
b] will multiply them, and they shall not 
diminish; 
I will also glorify them, and they shall 
not be small. 
20 Their children also shall be <as before, 
And their congregation shall be 
established before Me; 
And IJ will punish all who oppress 
them. 
21 Their nobles shall be from among 
them, 


I 


o 


m9 


defenseless pregnant women in the midst of delivery 
before their enemies (4:31; 6:24). 

30:8 it shall come to pass in that day. The day of the 
Lord was an ordained time of horror and distress for 
Israel and Judah, out of which the Lord would save 
them. Jeremiah expressed the hope of release from 
the bondage of the yoke of Babylon according to the 
Lord’s timing (25:12) and not that of men (28:11). 
30:12 Your affliction is incurable. God's hand of 
judgment had brought serious harm to the nation, a 
mortal wound unless God intervened. 

30:13 That you may be bound up. This refers to the 
growth of new skin over an open wound. 

30:14 All your lovers have forgotten you. |srael’s 
lovers were the surrounding nations like Assyria, 
Egypt, Phoenicia, Ammon, and Edom, with whom 
it had made political and religious alliances. These 
nations had quickly forgotten Judah; they shrank 
back or were defeated by Nebuchadnezzar. 


30:17 For | will restore health to you. Restoration 
and healing of Israel came in two forms: retribution 
against its enemies and healing of its wounds. 

30:18 Jacob’s tents... dwelling places... city... 
palace. These phrases emphasize God's work in 
rebuilding the homes and cities of His returning 
exiles, from the peasant population to the adminis- 
tration. 

30:21 Their nobles shall be from among them. 
Israel's leaders would no longer be appointed by 
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4And their governor shall come from 
their midst; 
Then I will ecause him to draw near, 
And he shall approach Me; 
For who is this who pledged his heart 
to approach Me?’ says the LORD. 
22 “You shall be /My people, 
And I will be your God.’” 


23 Behold, the ¢whirlwind of the LORD 
Goes forth with fury, 
A continuing whirlwind; 
It will fall violently on the head of the 
wicked. 
24 The fierce anger of the LORD will not 
return until He has done it, 
And until He has performed the 
intents of His heart. 


hIn the latter days you will consider it. 


The Remnant of Israel Saved 
31 “At “the same time,” says the LORD, 
b“] will be the God of all the families 
of Israel, and they shall be My people.” 
2Thus says the LORD: 


“The people who survived the sword 
Found grace in the wilderness— 
Israel, when cI went to give him rest.” 


3 The LORD has appeared of old to me, 
saying: 
“Yes, 4I have loved you with ean 
everlasting love; 
Therefore with lovingkindness I have 
fdrawn you. 
4 Again £I will build you, and you shall 
be rebuilt, 
O virgin of Israel! 
You shall again be adorned with your 
htambourines, 
And shall go forth in the dances of 
those who rejoice. 
5 iYou shall yet plant vines on the 
mountains of Samaria; 
The planters shall plant and eat them 
as ordinary food. 
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6 For there shall be a day 
When the watchmen will cry on 
Mount Ephraim, 
i‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 
To the LORD our God.’” 


7For thus says the LORD: 


k“Sing with gladness for Jacob, 

And shout among the chief of the 
nations; 

Proclaim, give praise, and say, 

‘O LORD, save Your people, 

The remnant of Israel!’ 

8 Behold, I will bring them 'from the 

north country, 

And mgather them from the ends of 
the earth, 

Among them the blind and the lame, 

The woman with child 

And the one who labors with child, 
together; 

A great throng shall return there. 

9 nThey shall come with weeping, 

And with supplications I will lead 
them. 

I will cause them to walk by the rivers 
of waters, 

In a straight way in which they shall 
not stumble; 

For I am a Father to Israel, 

And Ephraim is My Pfirstborn. 


10 “Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
And declare it in the isles afar off, and 


Say, 
‘He who scattered Israel ¢will gather 
him, 
And keep him as a shepherd does his 
flock.’ 
ll For ‘the LORD has redeemed Jacob, 
And ransomed him ‘from the hand of 
one stronger than he. 
12 Therefore they shall come and sing in 
tthe height of Zion, 
Streaming to “the goodness of the 
LORD— 
For wheat and new wine and oil, 


foreign kings, and foreign rulers would not preside 
over Israel's lands. 

31:3 everlasting love . . . lovingkindness. These 
strong words are in parallel and point toward a love 
characterized by loyalty, a king of covenant love. Out 
of His faithfulness to the covenants God established 
with Abraham and Moses, and out of His great love, 
God established the nation Israel for His glory and 
for hers. The Lord would also deliver His people from 
captivity and reestablish them by His love. 

31:4 O virgin of Israel. Earlier in Jeremiah, this 
expression was used sadly in depicting the depar- 
ture of Israel from faith in God (2:32; 14:17). Here the 
image is reversed. Israel is rebuilt in the manner of her 
former betrothal (2:2), having become again a virgin 
bride to God. go forth in the dances of those who 
rejoice. A joyful celebration of marriage and festival 
throughout villages is in view here (v. 13). 

31:6 watchmen. This time the watchman’s purpose 


is not to warn the people about oncoming armies but 
to call them to come with joy to the holy city. 

31:9 | am a Father to Israel. This text is one of the 
few cases in the Old Testament where the fatherhood 
of God is portrayed directly (Deut. 32:6; Is. 63:16). Is- 
rael was familiar with the idea of God as Father, but 
it was not until the teaching of Jesus that the phrase 
took on the importance that we understand it to have 
in our lives today. 

31:12 the goodness of the Lorb. The blessings of the 
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860 @ Jeremiah 31:13 
For the young of the flock and the 
herd; 
Their souls shall be like a vwell- 
watered garden, 
wAnd they shall sorrow no more at all. 


13 “Then shall the virgin rejoice in the 
dance, 
And the young men and the old, 
together; 
For I will turn their mourning to joy, 
Will comfort them, 
And make them rejoice rather than 
sorrow. 
14 | will satiate the soul of the priests 
with abundance, 
And My people shall be satisfied with 
My goodness, says the LORD.” 


Mercy on Ephraim 
15Thus says the LORD: 


x“A voice was heard in YRamah, 
Lamentation and bitter weeping, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted for her 

children, 
Because “they are no more.” 


16Thus says the LORD: 


“Refrain your voice from »weeping, 
And your eyes from tears; 
For your work shall be rewarded, says 
the LorD, 
And they shall come back from the 
land of the enemy. 
17 There is chope in your future, says the 
LORD, 
That your children shall come back to 
their own border. 


18 “J have surely heard Ephraim 
bemoaning himself: 
“You have ¢chastised me, and I was 
chastised, 
Like an untrained bull; 
eRestore me, and I will return, 
For You are the LORD my God. 
19 Surely, fafter my turning, I 
repented; 
And after I was instructed, I struck 
myself on the thigh; 
I was ashamed, yes, even 
humiliated, 


Because I bore the reproach of my 
youth.’ 
20 Is Ephraim My dear son? 
Is he a pleasant child? 
For though I spoke against him, 
Tearnestly remember him still; 
hTherefore My heart yearns for him; 
iT will surely have mercy on him, says 
the LORD. 


21 “Set up signposts, 
Make landmarks; 
iSet your heart toward the highway, 
The way in which you went. 
Turn back, O virgin of Israel, 
Turn back to these your cities. 
22 How long will you kgad about, 
O you /backsliding daughter? 
For the LORD has created a new thing 
in the earth— 
A woman shall encompass a man.” 


Future Prosperity of Judah 

23Thus says the LorD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: “They shall again use this speech 
in the land of Judah and in its cities, when 
I bring back their captivity: ™*The LORD 
bless you, O home of justice, and "moun- 
tain of holiness!’ 24And there shall dwell in 
Judah itself, and °in all its cities together, 
farmers and those going out with flocks. 
25For I have satiated the weary soul, and 
Ihave replenished every sorrowful soul.” 

26 After this | awoke and looked around, 
and my sleep was ?sweet to me. 

27“Behold, the days are coming, says the 
LORD, that 4I will sow the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah with the seed of 
man and the seed of beast. 28And it shall 
come to pass, that as I have "watched over 
them sto pluck up, to break down, to throw 
down, to destroy, and to afflict, so I will 
watch over them ‘to build and to plant, says 
the LORD. 29uIn those days they shall say 
no more: 


‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
And the children’s teeth are set on 
edge.’ 


30vBut every one shall die for his own iniq- 
uity; every man who eats the sour grapes, 
his teeth shall be set on edge. 


goodness of the Lord are bountiful crops, flocks, and 
vineyards (Ps. 65). 

31:14 | will satiate the soul of the priests with 
abundance. The theme of joy is summarized in God's 
intention to fill the priests and the people with abun- 
dance. Jeremiah gave the people hope and comfort 
in facing the poverty and oppression of exile and 
captivity. 

31:19 | struck myself on the thigh. This indicates 
an outward demonstration of remorse over sin and 
change of life (Ezek. 21:12). 

31:21 signposts ... landmarks. These would point 
out the way to the people’s homeland. More impor- 
tantly, Israel was instructed to set its heart toward the 
way that is the path of faith in its God. 


31:27 | will sow the house of Israel. God would plant 
and multiply the seed of man and animal in the land 
of Judah. 

31:28 to build and to plant. These are the same 
terms used in Jeremiah’s call (1:10). 
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A New Covenant 

31“Behold, the wdays are coming, says 
the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah— 22not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day 
that xI took them by the hand to lead them 
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, though I was a husband 
to them,* says the LORD. 33yBut this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the LORD: ZI 
will put My law in their minds, and write 
it on their hearts; ¢and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. 34No more 
shall every man teach his neighbor, and 
every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
LORD,’ for >they all shall know Me, from 
the least of them to the greatest of them, 
says the LORD. For <I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no 
more.” 


35 Thus says the LORD, 
dWho gives the sun for a light by 
day, 
The ordinances of the moon and the 
stars for a light by night, 
Who disturbs ¢the sea, 
And its waves roar 
f(The LorD of hosts is His name): 


36 “If sthose ordinances depart 
From before Me, says the LORD, 
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Then the seed of Israel shall also 
cease 

From being a nation before Me 
forever.” 


37Thus says the LORD: 


h“Tf heaven above can be measured, 
And the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, 
I will also ‘cast off all the seed of 
Israel 
For all that they have done, says the 
LORD. 


38“Behold, the days are coming, says the 
LORD, that the city shall be built for the 
LORD ‘from the Tower of Hananel to the 
Corner Gate. 39kThe surveyor’s line shall 
again extend straight forward over the hill 
Gareb; then it shall turn toward Goath. 
40And the whole valley of the dead bodies 
and of the ashes, and all the fields as far 
as the Brook Kidron, 'to the corner of the 
Horse Gate toward the east, “shall be holy 
to the LORD. It shall not be plucked up or 
thrown down anymore forever.” 


Jeremiah Buys a Field 


32 The word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD 4in the tenth year of 


* 31:32 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read and I turned 
away from them. 


31:31-34 The New Covenant—The new covenant 
is called “new” in contrast to the covenant with Moses 
which is called “old” Ver. 31:32; Heb. 8:6-13) because 
it actually accomplishes what the Mosaic covenant 
could only point to, that is, the child of God living ina 
manner that is consistent with the character of God. 
Four provisions are made in this covenant: (1) Regen- 
eration—God will put His law in their inward parts 
and write it in their hearts (31:33), (2) A national resto- 
ration—Yahwebh will be their God and the nation will 
be His people (31:33), (3) Personal ministry of the Holy 
Spirit—they will all be taught individually by God 
(31:34), and (4) Full justification—their sins will be 
forgiven and completely removed (31:34). The new 
covenant is made sure by the blood that Jesus shed 
on Calvary’s cross. The blood that guarantees to Israel 
its new covenant also provides for the forgiveness of 
sins for the believers who comprise the church. Jesus’ 
payment for sin is more than adequate to pay for the 
sins of all who will believe in Him. 

31:32 the covenant that I made with their fathers. 
The old covenant demanded adherence to stipu- 
lations (Ex. 19:1—23:33) which the people were 
unable to keep. Above all other commandments, the 
people were commanded to love and serve God and 
abandon all others (Deut. 6:4—5). This they did not 
do. From the wilderness period (Ex. 32:1-10; Num. 
25:1-9) until the days of Manasseh, the history of 
Israel was permeated with idolatrous activity, only 
occasionally broken by periods of true faithfulness 
to God. The people seemed incapable of acting in 
sustained obedience to the covenant. husband. As 
Hosea was to Gomer, the Lord had been a faithful and 
devoted husband to Israel. 


31:33 the covenant that | will make. The new cov- 
enant would be initiated by God Himself, assuring 
its effectiveness. after those days. This expression 
looks forward to the time of fulfillment of the new 
covenant, which found fruition in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

31:34 No more shall every man teach. No longer 
would intermediaries like priests or prophets be 
needed to show the people how to know the Lord. 
Knowledge of God is a major theme of Jeremiah (2:8; 
4:22; 5:4; 8:7). This knowledge is an intimate relation- 
ship with God evidenced by faith, obedience, and 
devotion. 

31:36-37 If those ordinances depart. The founda- 
tion of the new covenant is as sure as the God who 
maintains creation. At the peak of Judah's apostasy, 
shortly before the destruction of the nation by Bab- 
ylon in divine judgment, the Lord emphatically reaf- 
firmed His covenant relationship with the Jewish 
people in such strong terms that the promise was 
unbreakable, even by Him. When we observe the 
sun, moon, or stars in the sky, we should remember 
God's promise to the Jewish people, even as God 
does. 
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862 @ Jeremiah 32:2 
Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 2For 
then the king of Babylon’s army besieged 
Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was 
shut up in the court of the prison, which 
was inthe king of Judah’s house. 3For Zed- 
ekiah king of Judah had shut him up, say- 
ing, “Why do you ‘prophesy and say, ‘Thus 
says the LorD: 4“Behold, I will give this 
city into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it; 4and Zedekiah king 
of Judah eshall not escape from the hand 
of the Chaldeans, but shall surely be deliv- 
ered into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and shall speak with him face to face,* and 
see him feye to eye; 5then he shall glead 
Zedekiah to Babylon, and there he shall be 
huntil I visit him,” says the LORD; ‘“though 
you fight with the Chaldeans, you shall not 
succeed”’?” 

6And Jeremiah said, “The word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 7‘Behold, Hana- 
mel the son of Shallum your uncle will 
come to you, saying, “Buy my field which 
is in Anathoth, for the ‘right of redemption 
is yours to buy it.”’ 8Then Hanamel my un- 
cle’s son came to me in the court of the 
prison according to the word of the LORD, 
and said to me, ‘Please buy my field that 
is in Anathoth, which is in the country of 
Benjamin; for the right of inheritance is 
yours, and the redemption yours; buy it 
for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was 
the word of the LORD. 9So I bought the 
field from Hanamel, the son of my uncle 
who was in Anathoth, and *weighed out 
to him the money—seventeen shekels of 
silver. 1©And I signed the deed and sealed 
it, took witnesses, and weighed the mon- 
ey on the scales. "So I took the purchase 
deed, both that which was sealed accord- 
ing to the law and custom, and that which 
was open; !2and I gave the purchase deed 
to ‘Baruch the son of Neriah, son of Mah- 
seiah, in the presence of Hanamel my 
uncle’s son, and in the presence of the 
mwitnesses who signed the purchase deed, 
before all the Jews who sat in the court of 
the prison. 

13“Then I charged "Baruch before them, 
saying, !4‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: “Take these deeds, both this 
purchase deed which is sealed and this 
deed which is open, and put them in an 


earthen vessel, that they may last many 
days.” 15For thus says the LorD of hosts, 
the God of Israel: “Houses and fields and 
vineyards shall be °possessed again in this 
land.”’ 


Jeremiah Prays for Understanding 

16“Now when I had delivered the pur- 
chase deed to Baruch the son of Neriah, 
I prayed to the LORD, saying: !7‘Ah, Lord 
Gop! Behold, You have made the heav- 
ens and the earth by Your great power and 
outstretched arm. ?There is nothing too 
hard for You. 18 You show "‘lovingkindness 
to thousands, and repay the iniquity of the 
fathers into the bosom of their children 
after them—the Great, sthe Mighty God, 
whose name is ‘the LORD of hosts. 19 You 
are “great in counsel and mighty in work, 
for Your veyes are open to all the ways 
of the sons of men, “to give everyone ac- 
cording to his ways and according to the 
fruit of his doings. 20You have set signs 
and wonders in the land of Egypt, to this 
day, and in Israel and among other men; 
and You have made Yourself *a name, as 
it is this day. 21 You Yhave brought Your 
people Israel out of the land of Egypt 
with signs and wonders, with a strong 
hand and an outstretched arm, and with 
great terror; 22You have given them this 
land, of which You swore to their fathers 
to give them—2“a land flowing with milk 
and honey.”* 23And they came in and took 
possession of it, but «they have not obeyed 
Your voice or walked in Your law. They 
have done nothing of all that You com- 
manded them to do; therefore You have 
caused all this calamity to come upon 
them. 

24‘T ook, the siege mounds! They have 
come to the city to take it; and the city 
has been given into the hand of the Chal- 
deans who fight against it, because of 
bthe sword and famine and pestilence. 
What You have spoken has happened; 
there You see it! 25And You have said to 
me, O Lord GoD, “Buy the field for mon- 
ey, and take witnesses”!—yet the city 
has been given into the hand of the Chal- 
deans.’” 


* 32:4 Literally mouth to mouth * 32:22 Exodus 
3:8 


32:6-8 which is in Anathoth. The Lord instructed 
Jeremiah to purchase a field in his hometown three 
miles north of Jerusalem. 

32:13-15 earthen vessel. Examples of storage jars 
that served as safety-deposit vessels have been exca- 
vated in Judah. The Dead Sea Scrolls were also stored 
in ceramic vessels, aiding their preservation for 
almost two thousand years. The illustrated message 
of the purchase was assurance and confirmation that 
restoration of the land was certain. 

32:20-21 signs and wonders in the land of Egypt. 
The great historical demonstration of God's loyal love 
was the exodus of Israel from Egypt. The miracles that 


accompanied the exodus made God known among 
the nations such as Moab (Num. 22-24). 
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God's Assurance of the People’s 
Return 

26Then the word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah, saying, 27“Behold, I am the 
LorD, the ©God of all flesh. Is there any- 
thing too hard for Me? 28Therefore thus 
says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give this city 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it. 29And the Chaldeans 
who fight against this city shall come and 
dset fire to this city and burn it, with the 
houses ¢on whose roofs they have offered 
incense to Baal and poured out drink offer- 
ings to other gods, to provoke Me to anger; 
30because the children of Israel and the 
children of Judah fhave done only evil be- 
fore Me from their youth. For the children 
of Israel have provoked Me only to anger 
with the work of their hands,’ says the 
LORD. 3!‘For this city has been to Me a prov- 
ocation of My anger and My fury from the 
day that they built it, even to this day; ¢so 
I will remove it from before My face 22be- 
cause of all the evil of the children of Israel 
and the children of Judah, which they have 
done to provoke Me to anger—"they, their 
kings, their princes, their priests, ‘their 
prophets, the men of Judah, and the inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem. 33And they have turned 
to Me the ‘back, and not the face; though I 
taught them, *rising up early and teaching 
them, yet they have not listened to receive 
instruction. 34But they 'set their abomina- 
tions in the house which is called by My 
name, to defile it. 35 And they built the high 
places of Baal which are in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom, to cause their sons 
and their daughters to pass through the 
fire to "Molech, °which I did not command 
them, nor did it come into My mind that 
they should do this abomination, to cause 
Judah to sin.’ 

36“Now therefore, thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, concerning this city of 
which you say, ‘It shall be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence: 37Be- 
hold, I will »gather them out of all countries 
where I have driven them in My anger, in 
My fury, and in great wrath; I will bring 
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them back to this place, and I will cause 
them ‘to dwell safely. 38They shall be "My 
people, and I will be their God; 3%then I will 
sgive them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear Me forever, for the good of 
them and their children after them. 49And 
‘] will make an everlasting covenant with 
them, that I will not turn away from doing 
them good; but “I will put My fear in their 
hearts so that they will not depart from Me. 
41Yes, vI will rejoice over them to do them 
good, and YI will assuredly plant them in 
this land, with all My heart and with all 
My soul.’ 

42“For thus says the LORD: *‘Just as I 
have brought all this great calamity on 
this people, so I will bring on them all the 
good that I have promised them. #And 
fields will be bought in this land yof which 
you say, “It is desolate, without man or 
beast; it has been given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans.” 44Men will buy fields for 
money, sign deeds and seal them, and take 
witnesses, in 2the land of Benjamin, in the 
places around Jerusalem, in the cities of 
Judah, in the cities of the mountains, in 
the cities of the lowland, and in the cities 
of the South; for ¢I will cause their captives 
to return,’ says the LORD.” 


Excellence of the Restored Nation 
3 3 Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to Jeremiah a second time, while he 
was still ¢shut up in the court of the prison, 
saying, 2“Thus says the LORD who made 
it, the LORD who formed it to establish it 
c(the LORD is His name): 34‘Call to Me, and 
I will answer you, and show you great and 

mighty things, which you do not know’ 
4“For thus says the LORD, the God of Is- 
rael, concerning the houses of this city and 
the houses of the kings of Judah, which 
have been pulled down to fortify* against 
ethe siege mounds and the sword: 5‘They 
come to fight with the Chaldeans, but only 
to ffill their places* with the dead bodies 
of men whom I will slay in My anger and 
My fury, all for whose wickedness I have 


* 33:4 Compare Isaiah 22:10 
2 Kings 23:14 


* 33:5 Compare 


32:27 the God of all flesh. God was Lord over Israel 
and Judah, and Lord over the nations (27:11), includ- 
ing mighty Babylon (25:15-26). 

32:39 one heart and one way. Because the Lord had 
written on the heart of the people a new covenant 
(31:33), no longer would they worship other deities 
and turn to foreign nations for help. The word “way” 
is often used in Jeremiah to denote the character of a 
person’s life, whether evil (4:18) or good (7:23). 

32:40 everlasting covenant. This expression is also 
found in Isaiah 55:3; Ezekiel 16:60; 37:26. In Ezekiel 
it is equated with a covenant of peace that God will 
establish with His people. This covenant will be ever- 
lasting, unlike the Sinai covenant which had been 
broken and ignored for so long. 


33:1 while he was still shut up. A chronological tie 
is made to 32:2 (588 B.c.). Jeremiah had been placed 
under palace court guard because of what his ene- 
mies regarded as seditious speeches, announcing 
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hidden My face from this city. Behold, £1 
will bring it health and healing; I will heal 
them and reveal to them the abundance of 
peace and truth. 7And “I will cause the cap- 
tives of Judah and the captives of Israel to 
return, and will rebuild those places ‘as at 
the first. 8I will icleanse them from all their 
iniquity by which they have sinned against 
Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities by 
which they have sinned and by which they 
have transgressed against Me. 9*Then it 
shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise, and 
an honor before all nations of the earth, who 
shall hear all the good that I do to them; they 
shall ‘fear and tremble for all the goodness 
and all the prosperity that I provide for it.’ 
10“Thus says the LORD: ‘Again there 
shall be heard in this place—™of which 
you Say, “It is desolate, without man and 
without beast”—in the cities of Judah, in 
the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, 
without man and without inhabitant and 
without beast, the "voice of joy and the 
voice of gladness, the voice of the bride- 
groom and the voice of the bride, the voice 
of those who will say: 


o“Praise the LORD of hosts, 
For the LorD is good, 
For His mercy endures forever”— 


and of those who will bring ’the sacrifice of 
praise into the house of the LORD. For I will 
cause the captives of the land to return as 
at the first,’ says the LORD. 

12“Thus says the LORD of hosts: “In this 
place which is desolate, without man and 
without beast, and in all its cities, there 
shall again be a dwelling place of shep- 
herds causing their flocks to lie down. !8'In 
the cities of the mountains, in the cities of 
the lowland, in the cities of the South, in 
the land of Benjamin, in the places around 
Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, the 
flocks shall again spass under the hands 
of him who counts them,’ says the LORD. 

M4t‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says the 
LORD, ‘that “I will perform that good thing 
which I have promised to the house of Is- 
rael and to the house of Judah: 


15 ‘In those days and at that time 
I will cause to grow up to David 


A ’Branch of righteousness; 
He shall execute judgment and 
righteousness in the earth. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved, 
And Jerusalem will dwell safely. 
And this is the name by which she will 
be called: 


THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”* 


17“For thus says the LORD: ‘David shall 
never “lack a man to sit on the throne of the 
house of Israel; !8nor shall the xpriests, the 
Levites, lack a man to Yoffer burnt offer- 
ings before Me, to kindle grain offerings, 
and to sacrifice continually.’” 


The Permanence of God's Covenant 

19And the word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah, saying, 20“Thus says the LORD: 
‘If you can break My covenant with the 
day and My covenant with the night, so 
that there will not be day and night in their 
season, 2Ithen 7My covenant may also be 
broken with David My servant, so that he 
shall not have a son to reign on his throne, 
and with the Levites, the priests, My min- 
isters. 22As «the host of heaven cannot be 
numbered, nor the sand of the sea mea- 
sured, so will I multiply the descendants 
of David My servant and the cLevites who 
minister to Me.’” 

23Moreover the word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah, saying, 24“Have you not consid- 
ered what these people have spoken, say- 
ing, ‘The two families which the LORD has 
chosen, He has also cast them off’? Thus 
they have ¢despised My people, as if they 
should no more be a nation before them. 

25“Thus says the LORD: ‘If ¢My covenant 
is not with day and night, and if I have not 
fappointed the ordinances of heaven and 
earth, 26sthen I will "cast away the descen- 
dants of Jacob and David My servant, so 
that I will not take any of his descendants 
to be rulers over the descendants of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will cause their 
captives to return, and will have mercy on 
them.’” 


* 33:16 Compare 23:5, 6 


the fall of Jerusalem and giving advice to Zedekiah to 
surrender to Nebuchadnezzar. 

33:8 cleanse ... pardon. Forgiveness is described 
with these two terms. The word “cleanse” describes 
ritual purification of what is physically or spiritually 
unclean or defiled, like Israel and Judah (2:23; 7:30). 
“Pardon” means “to forgive,” and in the Old Testa- 
ment is used only with God as the subject as He for- 
gives man. This fact helps us understand the reaction 
of the scribes when they heard Jesus forgiving sins 
(Mark 2:7). 

33:13 flocks shall again pass under. The term 
“flocks” is used to depict the Israelites as they 
returned from captivity into the fold of the holy city 
of Jerusalem. 

33:16 will dwell safely. Following the devastation 


of the Babylonian onslaught, Jerusalem would exist 
under divine protection. 

33:17 David shall never lack. The Davidic covenant 
of divine succession is reiterated (2 Sam. 7:12—-16). 
The Levitical priesthood would likewise be heirs to a 
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Zedekiah Warned by God 
3 4 The word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, «when Nebuchad- 

nezzar king of Babylon and all his army, 
ball the kingdoms of the earth under his do- 
minion, and all the people, fought against 
Jerusalem and all its cities, saying, 2“Thus 
says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Go and 
cspeak to Zedekiah king of Judah and tell 
him, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, 4I will 
give this city into the hand of the king of 
Babylon, and he shall burn it with fire. 
3And eyou shall not escape from his hand, 
but shall surely be taken and delivered into 
his hand; your eyes shall see the eyes of 
the king of Babylon, he shall speak with 
you fface to face,* and you shall go to Bab- 
ylon.’”’ 4Yet hear the word of the LORD, 
O Zedekiah king of Judah! Thus says the 
LORD concerning you: ‘You shall not die 
by the sword. 5 You shall die in peace; as in 
sthe ceremonies of your fathers, the former 
kings who were before you, "so they shall 
burn incense for you and ‘lament for you, 
saying, “Alas, lord!” For I have pronounced 
the word, says the LORD.’” 

6Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all 
these words to Zedekiah king of Judah in 
Jerusalem, 7when the king of Babylon’s 
army fought against Jerusalem and all the 
cities of Judah that were left, against La- 
chish and Azekah; for only ithese fortified 
cities remained of the cities of Judah. 


Treacherous Treatment of Slaves 
8This is the word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, after King Zedekiah had 
made a covenant with all the people who 
were at Jerusalem to proclaim *liberty to 
them: 9that every man should set free his 
male and female slave—a Hebrew man 
or woman—"that no one should keep a 
Jewish brother in bondage. !°Now when 
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all the princes and all the people, who 
had entered into the covenant, heard that 
everyone should set free his male and fe- 
male slaves, that no one should keep them 
in bondage anymore, they obeyed and let 
them go. 1!But afterward they changed 
their minds and made the male and female 
slaves return, whom they had set free, and 
brought them into subjection as male and 
female slaves. 

12Therefore the word of the LORD came 
to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, !8“Thus 
says the LorRD, the God of Israel: ‘I made a 
ncovenant with your fathers in the day that 
I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage, saying, 14“At the 
end of °seven years let every man set free 
his Hebrew brother, who has been sold to 
him; and when he has served you six years, 
you shall let him go free from you.” But 
your fathers did not obey Me nor incline 
their ear. Then you recently turned and 
did what was right in My sight—every man 
proclaiming liberty to his neighbor; and 
you Pmade a covenant before Me 4in the 
house which is called by My name. !6Then 
you turned around and ‘profaned My 
name, and every one of you brought back 
his male and female slaves, whom you had 
set at liberty, at their pleasure, and brought 
them back into subjection, to be your male 
and female slaves.’ 

17“Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘You 
have not obeyed Me in proclaiming liber- 
ty, every one to his brother and every one 
to his neighbor. sBehold, I proclaim liberty 
to you,’ says the LORD—"‘to the sword, to 
pestilence, and to famine! And I will deliv- 
er you to “trouble among all the kingdoms 
of the earth. !8And I will give the men who 
have transgressed My covenant, who have 


* 34:3 Literally mouth to mouth 


divine succession in overseeing the sacrificial system 
in the Jerusalem temple. Jesus, as Priest and King, ful- 
fills both offices in the new covenant. 

34:3 you shall not escape from his hand. Though 
Zedekiah attempted to flee to Jericho, Nebuchadnez- 
zar's forces captured and brought him to Riblah for a 
face-to-face meeting with Nebuchadnezzar (32:3-4). 
34:5 You shall die in peace. Jeremiah proclaimed the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the death of its inhab- 
itants by sword, pestilence, and famine. The partic- 
ular implications for Zedekiah are outlined here. He 
would not be executed by the sword. According to 
2 Kings 25:6-7, his sons were killed before his eyes 
and then his eyes were put out before being taken 
to Babylon. 

34:8 Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the 
people. A legal agreement was made between Zed- 
ekiah and the people of Jerusalem during the Bab- 
ylonian siege to release from bondage all Hebrew 
slaves. 

34:12-14 Thus says the Lorb. Jeremiah, a faithful 
steward of the word of God, began his attack against 
Judah's leaders by recounting the teaching of the law 
on the matter of emancipating slaves (Ex. 21:2-6; 


Deut. 15:12-15). He reminded the people that their 
forefathers were slaves in Egypt, and that God had 
freed them from slavery and oppression. 

34:16 turned around and profaned My name. 
When the princes of Judah emancipated their 
Hebrew slaves, it demonstrated their covenant faith- 
fulness and devotion to God (v. 10). But when the 
righteous decision was reversed (v. 11), the name of 
God was profaned. The name of God sums up and 
represents His attributes, character, and work. That 
name had been defiled by the breach of covenant in 
the same way that the people had defiled the land 
with their idolatry (16:18). 

34:18-19 they cut the calf in two. The covenant cer- 
emony is outlined. The main ritual of the two-party 
covenant began with cutting the sacrificial animal 
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not performed the words of the covenant 
which they made before Me, when vthey 
cut the calf in two and passed between 
the parts of it— 149the princes of Judah, 
the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the 
priests, and all the people of the land who 
passed between the parts of the calf— 
20] will “give them into the hand of their en- 
emies and into the hand of those who seek 
their life. Their xdead bodies shall be for 
meat for the birds of the heaven and the 
beasts of the earth. 2!And I will give Zed- 
ekiah king of Judah and his princes into 
the hand of their enemies, into the hand of 
those who seek their life, and into the hand 
of the king of Babylon’s army Yywhich has 
gone back from you. 222Behold, I will com- 
mand,’ says the LORD, ‘and cause them to 
return to this city. They will fight against 
it “and take it and burn it with fire; and I 
will make the cities of Judah a desolation 
without inhabitant.” 


The Obedient Rechabites 
3 The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the LORD in the days 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, saying, 2“Go to the house of the 
4Rechabites, speak to them, and bring 
them into the house of the LORD, into one 
of the chambers, and give them wine to 
drink.” 
3Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jere- 
miah, the son of Habazziniah, his brothers 
and all his sons, and the whole house of 
the Rechabites, 4and I brought them into 
the house of the LORD, into the chamber 
of the sons of Hanan the son of Igdaliah, 
a man of God, which was by the chamber 
of the princes, above the chamber of Maa- 
seiah the son of Shallum, ‘the keeper of 
the door. >Then I set before the sons of the 
house of the Rechabites bowls full of wine, 
and cups; and I said to them, “Drink wine.” 
6But they said, “We will drink no wine, 
for ¢Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, 
commanded us, saying, ‘You shall drink 
eno wine, you nor your sons, forever. 7You 
shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a 
vineyard, nor have any of these; but all 
your days you shall dwell in tents, fthat you 
may live many days in the land where you 
are sojourners.’ 8Thus we have obeyed the 


voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab, our fa- 
ther, in all that he charged us, to drink no 
wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, 
or our daughters, 9nor to build ourselves 
houses to dwell in; nor do we have vine- 
yard, field, or seed. !9But we have dwelt in 
tents, and have obeyed and done according 
to all that Jonadab our father commanded 
us. But it came to pass, when Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon came up into the 
land, that we said, ‘Come, let us "go to Jeru- 
salem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans 
and for fear of the army of the Syrians.’ So 
we dwell at Jerusalem.” 

12Then came the word of the LORD to 
Jeremiah, saying, !8“Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Go and tell the men 
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
“Will you not ‘receive instruction to obey 
My words?” says the LORD. !4“The words of 
Jonadab the son of Rechab, which he com- 
manded his sons, not to drink wine, are 
performed; for to this day they drink none, 
and obey their father’s commandment. 
iBut although I have spoken to you, ’rising 
early and speaking, you did not obey Me. 
15] have also sent to you all My 'servants 
the prophets, rising up early and sending 
them, saying, Turn now everyone from 
his evil way, amend your doings, and do 
not go after other gods to serve them; then 
you will "dwell in the land which I have giv- 
en you and your fathers.’ But you have not 
inclined your ear, nor obeyed Me. !6Surely 
the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have 
performed the commandment of their °fa- 
ther, which he commanded them, but this 
people has not obeyed Me.”’ 

17“Therefore thus says the LORD God 
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Behold, I will 
bring on Judah and on all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem all the doom that I have pro- 
nounced against them; Pbecause I have 
spoken to them but they have not heard, 
and I have called to them but they have not 
answered.” 

18And Jeremiah said to the house of 
the Rechabites, “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Because you have 
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your 
father, and kept all his precepts and done 
according to all that he commanded you, 
19therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the 


in half, after which the two participants would walk 
together between the parts (Gen. 15). The divided 
animal portrayed the potential fate of one who broke 
the covenant stipulations. 

35:2 the house of the Rechabites. This clan was 
a tightly knit group of descendants of the Kenites 
(Judg. 1:16; 1 Chr. 2:55). They lived as nomads, reject- 
ing all forms of urban and agrarian life. They refused 
to drink wine or strong drink and would not cultivate 
vineyards. They also would not plant any other crops. 
They were invited by Jeremiah into one of the cham- 
bers surrounding the courtyard of the temple of God 
for a symbolic demonstration. 


35:13-16 obey their father’s commandment. The 
Rechabites held to the teaching of their forefather, 
while the Israelites continually rebelled against the 
teaching of God. 
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God of Israel: “Jonadab the son of Rechab 
shall not lack a man to 4stand before Me 
forever.”’” 


The Scroll Read in the Temple 
3 Now it came to pass in the «fourth 
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josi- 
ah, king of Judah, that this word came to 
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying: 2“Take 
a scroll of a book and ¢write on it all the 
words that I have spoken to you against 
Israel, against Judah, and against 4all the 
nations, from the day I spoke to you, from 
the days of ¢Josiah even to this day. 3It fmay 
be that the house of Judah will hear all the 
adversities which I purpose to bring upon 
them, that everyone may “turn from his 
evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity 
and their sin.” 

4Then Jeremiah "called Baruch the son 
of Neriah; and ‘Baruch wrote on a scroll of 
a book, at the instruction of Jeremiah,* all 
the words of the LORD which He had spo- 
ken to him. >And Jeremiah commanded 
Baruch, saying, “I am confined, I cannot 
go into the house of the LORD. ®You go, 
therefore, and read from the scroll which 
you have written at my instruction,* the 
words of the LORD, in the hearing of the 
people in the LORD’s house on ‘the day of 
fasting. And you shall also read them in the 
hearing of all Judah who come from their 
cities. 7It may be that they will present their 
supplication before the LORD, and every- 
one will turn from his evil way. For great 
is the anger and the fury that the LORD 
has pronounced against this people.” 8And 
Baruch the son of Neriah did according to 
all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded 
him, reading from the book the words of 
the LORD in the LORD’s house. 

§SNow it came to pass in the fifth year 
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, in the ninth month, that they pro- 
claimed a fast before the LORD to all the 
people in Jerusalem, and to all the people 
who came from the cities of Judah to Jeru- 
salem. 1°Then Baruch read from the book 
the words of Jeremiah in the house of the 
LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son 
of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court 
at the entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s 
house, in the hearing of all the people. 


Jeremiah 36:22 @ 867 


The Scroll Read in the Palace 

When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, 
the son of Shaphan, heard all the words of 
the LORD from the book, !2he then went 
down to the king’s house, into the scribe’s 
chamber; and there all the princes were 
sitting—'Elishama the scribe, Delaiah 
the son of Shemaiah, ™Elnathan the son 
of Achbor, Gemariah the son of Shaphan, 
Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all 
the princes. 13Then Michaiah declared to 
them all the words that he had heard when 
Baruch read the book in the hearing of the 
people. 14Therefore all the princes sent Je- 
hudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shel- 
emiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, 
“Take in your hand the scroll from which 
you have read in the hearing of the peo- 
ple, and come.” So Baruch the son of Ne- 
riah took the scroll in his hand and came 
to them. 145And they said to him, “Sit down 
now, and read it in our hearing.” So Baruch 
read it in their hearing. 

16Now it happened, when they had heard 
all the words, that they looked in fear from 
one to another, and said to Baruch, “We 
will surely tell the king of all these words.” 
17And they asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us 
now, how did you write all these words—at 
his instruction?”* 

18So Baruch answered them, “He pro- 
claimed with his mouth all these words to 
me, and I wrote them with ink in the book.” 

19Then the princes said to Baruch, “Go 
and hide, you and Jeremiah; and let no one 
know where you are.” 


The King Destroys Jeremiah’s Scroll 

20And they went to the king, into the 
court; but they stored the scroll in the 
chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told 
all the words in the hearing of the king. 
21S0 the king sent Jehudi to bring the 
scroll, and he took it from Elishama the 
scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in 
the hearing of the king and in the hear- 
ing of all the princes who stood beside the 
king. 22Now the king was sitting in "the 


* 36:4 Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth * 36:6 Lit- 
erally from my mouth * 36:17 Literally with his 
mouth 


36:2 Take a scroll of a book and write on it. The 
usual material for a scroll was parchment (a kind of 
leather), though Egyptian papyrus was also available. 
The contents of the scroll were the oracles dating 
from the days of Josiah, at the advent of Jeremiah’s 
ministry (626 B.c.). 

36:6 read from the scroll. This scroll was to be read 
ona day of fasting, a time set aside by official declara- 
tion of the king or priests (v. 9) in a period of national 
crisis. 

36:8 Baruch... did according to all that Jeremiah 
the prophet commanded him. As a faithful disciple, 
Baruch read from the book of God's words in the tem- 
ple of the Lord. This act closely parallels the reading 


of the Book of the Law in the temple after it was dis- 
covered there under Josiah. 

36:20-24 cut it with the scribe’s knife. Jehoiakim 
showed no signs of fear or lamentation, unlike Josiah 
when the Book of the Law was read in his hearing 
(2 Kin. 22:11-13). Instead he cuts the scroll up and 
throws it into a fire. 
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winter house in the ninth month, with a 
fire burning on the hearth before him. 
23And it happened, when Jehudi had read 
three or four columns, that the king cut it 
with the scribe’s knife and cast it into the 
fire that was on the hearth, until all the 
scroll was consumed in the fire that was 
on the hearth. 24 Yet they were °not afraid, 
nor did they Ptear their garments, the 
king nor any of his servants who heard 
all these words. 25Nevertheless Elnathan, 
Delaiah, and Gemariah implored the king 
not to burn the scroll; but he would not lis- 
ten to them. 26And the king commanded 
Jerahmeel the king’s* son, Seraiah the 
son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of 
Abdeel, to seize Baruch the scribe and 
Jeremiah the prophet, but the LORD hid 
them. 


Jeremiah Rewrites the Scroll 

27Now after the king had burned the 
scroll with the words which Baruch had 
written at the instruction of Jeremiah,* the 
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, say- 
ing: 28“Take yet another scroll, and write 
on it all the former words that were in the 
first scroll which Jehoiakim the king of 
Judah has burned. 29And you shall say 
to Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: “You have burned this scroll, 
saying, ‘Why have you written in it that 
the king of Babylon will certainly come 
and destroy this land, and cause man and 
beast to "cease from here?’” 3°Therefore 
thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim 
king of Judah: s“He shall have no one to 
sit on the throne of David, and his dead 
body shall be ‘cast out to the heat of the 
day and the frost of the night. 3!I will pun- 
ish him, his family, and his servants for 
their iniquity; and I will bring on them, 
on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and on 
the men of Judah all the doom that I have 
pronounced against them; but they did not 
heed.”’” 

32Then Jeremiah took another scroll 
and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son 


of Neriah, who wrote on it at the instruc- 
tion of Jeremiah* all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned 
in the fire. And besides, there were added 
to them many similar words. 


Zedekiah’s Vain Hope 
3 Now King @Zedekiah the son of Josi- 
ah reigned instead of Coniah the son 

of Jehoiakim, whom Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon made king in the land of Judah. 
2bBut neither he nor his servants nor the 
people of the land gave heed to the words 
of the LORD which He spoke by the prophet 
Jeremiah. 

3And Zedekiah the king sent Jehucal the 
son of Shelemiah, and ¢Zephaniah the son 
of Maaseiah, the priest, to the prophet Jere- 
miah, saying, ““Pray now to the LORD our 
God for us.” 4Now Jeremiah was coming 
and going among the people, for they had 
not yet put him in prison. 5Then ¢Pharaoh’s 
army came up from Egypt; and when the 
Chaldeans who were besieging Jerusalem 
heard news of them, they departed from 
Jerusalem. 

6Then the word of the LORD came to the 
prophet Jeremiah, saying, 7“Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Thus you shall say 
to the king of Judah, fwho sent you to Me 
to inquire of Me: “Behold, Pharaoh’s army 
which has come up to help you will return 
to Egypt, to their own land. 8And the Chal- 
deans shall come back and fight against 
this city, and take it and burn it with fire.”’ 
9Thus says the LORD: ‘Do not deceive your- 
selves, saying, “The Chaldeans will surely 
depart from us,” for they will not depart. 
10hFor though you had defeated the whole 
army of the Chaldeans who fight against 
you, and there remained only wounded 
men among them, they would rise up, ev- 
ery man in his tent, and burn the city with 
fire.” 


* 36:26 Hebrew Hammelech  * 36:27 Literally 
from Jeremiah’s mouth * 36:32 Literally from 
Jeremiah’s mouth 


36:29-31 to Jehoiakim king of Judah. |ndictment 
and judgment against Jehoiakim is pronounced. The 
indictment was declared because he destroyed the 
scroll of the Word of the Lord. First, the Davidic lin- 
eage would not continue through him. His son would 
rule for only three months before Nebuchadnezzar 
deported Jehoiachin to Babylon, where he died. Sec- 
ond, the king's body would be treated disgracefully 
after his death. As the king had cast the scroll into the 
fire, so his body would be cast from the royal palace. 
Third, the royal household would experience the 
destructive judgment that had been proclaimed in 
the words of the original scroll. 

37:2 neither he nor his servants nor the people 
of the land gave heed. It is eminently possible and 
easy to reject God’s message. As Zedekiah and all the 
people did, so can we deliberately refuse to heed the 
Lord, even when events have shown the truth of His 
message. 


37:5 Pharaoh’s army came up from Egypt. In late 
spring or early summer 588 B.c., Pharaoh Hophra 
led the Egyptian army into southern Palestine. The 
Babylonian forces withdrew their siege of Jerusalem 
to confront the Egyptians. Zedekiah hoped the Bab- 
ylonians would be defeated, but his hopes proved to 
be in vain. 

37:9 Do not deceive yourselves. To think that the 
brief respite caused by the Egyptian appearance in 
the southern coastal plain was proof of imminent 
deliverance, as the false prophets declared, was an 
exercise in self-deception and futile imagination. 
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Jeremiah Imprisoned 

And it happened, when the army of 
the Chaldeans left the siege of Jerusalem 
for fear of Pharaoh’s army, !2that Jere- 
miah went out of Jerusalem to go into the 
land of Benjamin to claim his property 
there among the people. !83And when he 
was in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain 
of the guard was there whose name was 
Irijah the son of Shelemiah, the son of 
Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying, “You are defecting to the 
Chaldeans!” 

4Then Jeremiah said, “False! I am not 
defecting to the Chaldeans.” But he did not 
listen to him. 

So Irijah seized Jeremiah and brought 
him to the princes. !5Therefore the princes 
were angry with Jeremiah, and they struck 
him ‘and put him in prison in the ‘house 
of Jonathan the scribe. For they had made 
that the prison. 

16When Jeremiah entered *the dungeon 
and the cells, and Jeremiah had remained 
there many days, !7then Zedekiah the king 
sent and took him out. The king asked him 
secretly in his house, and said, “Is there 
any word from the LORD?” 

And Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he 
said, “You shall be 'delivered into the hand 
of the king of Babylon!” 

18Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zed- 
ekiah, “What offense have I committed 
against you, against your servants, or 
against this people, that you have put me 
in prison? 19Where now are your prophets 
who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king 
of Babylon will not come against you or 
against this land’? 2°Therefore please hear 
now, O my lord the king. Please, let my pe- 
tition be accepted before you, and do not 
make me return to the house of Jonathan 
the scribe, lest I die there.” 

21Then Zedekiah the king commanded 
that they should commit Jeremiah “to the 
court of the prison, and that they should 
give him daily a piece of bread from the 
bakers’ street, "until all the bread in the 
city was gone. Thus Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prison. 


Jeremiah 38:11 @ 869 
Jeremiah in the Dungeon 
38 Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, 
Gedaliah the son of Pashhur, ¢Ju- 

cal* the son of Shelemiah, and »Pashhur 
the son of Malchiah cheard the words that 
Jeremiah had spoken to all the people, 
saying, 2“Thus says the LORD: 4‘He who 
remains in this city shall die by the sword, 
by famine, and by pestilence; but he who 
goes over to the Chaldeans shall live; his 
life shall be as a prize to him, and he shall 
live.* Thus says the LorD: ‘This city shall 
surely be fgiven into the hand of the king of 
Babylon’s army, which shall take it.’” 

4Therefore the princes said to the king, 
“Please, £let this man be put to death, for 
thus he weakens the hands of the men of 
war who remain in this city, and the hands 
of all the people, by speaking such words to 
them. For this man does not seek the wel- 
fare of this people, but their harm.” 

5Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he 
is in your hand. For the king can do noth- 
ing against you.” 6"So they took Jeremiah 
and cast him into the dungeon of Malchi- 
ah the king’s* son, which was in the court 
of the prison, and they let Jeremiah down 
with ropes. And in the dungeon there was 
no water, but mire. So Jeremiah sank in the 
mire. 

7TiNow Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, one 
of the eunuchs, who was in the king’s 
house, heard that they had put Jeremiah 
in the dungeon. When the king was sitting 
at the Gate of Benjamin, 8Ebed-Melech 
went out of the king’s house and spoke to 
the king, saying: 9“My lord the king, these 
men have done evil in all that they have 
done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they 
have cast into the dungeon, and he is like- 
ly to die from hunger in the place where 
he is. For there is ino more bread in the 
city.” !0Then the king commanded Ebed- 
Melech the Ethiopian, saying, “Take from 
here thirty men with you, and lift Jeremiah 
the prophet out of the dungeon before he 
dies.” So Ebed-Melech took the men with 


* 38:1 Same as Jehucal (compare 37:3) 
* 38:2 Compare 21:9 *38:6 Hebrew Hammelech 


37:14-16 |amnot defecting to the Chaldeans. Jere- 
miah denied the accusation of defection, but to no 
avail. lrijah arrested the prophet and arraigned him 
before the court of princes. Prison space was lacking 
in Jerusalem due to the crowded conditions of the 
siege, so a prison had to be devised. 

37:17-19 then Zedekiah the king sent and took 
him out. Fearing possible exposure and opposition 
from his courtiers, Zedekiah secretly summoned 
Jeremiah and asked of him a word from the Lord. He 
seems to have earnestly desired a word from God but 
could not come to grips with the reality and respond 
appropriately. Jeremiah appealed to Zedekiah’s 
sense of justice and decency and asked to be released 
from prison. Zedekiah consented. 

38:2-3 He whoremains in this city. Verse 2 is almost 
an exact duplicate of 21:9. Jeremiah said the choice 


was between life under the Babylonians and death 
among the ruins of Jerusalem. Such a statement was 
treasonous, as was the statement that Jerusalem 
must fall. 

38:7 Ebed-Melech. This man took special care to 
obtain rags for Jeremiah to cushion his armpits, pre- 
venting the ropes from cutting his skin. A foreigner, a 
once despised Cushite (from Egypt), cared more for 
the prophet of God than did the king and the princes 
of Jeremiah’s own people. 
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him and went into the house of the king 
under the treasury, and took from there old 
clothes and old rags, and let them down by 
ropes into the dungeon to Jeremiah. !2Then 
Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian said to Jere- 
miah, “Please put these old clothes and 
rags under your armpits, under the ropes.” 
And Jeremiah did so. 13So they pulled Jere- 
miah up with ropes and lifted him out of 
the dungeon. And Jeremiah remained ’in 
the court of the prison. 


Zedekiah’s Fears and Jeremiah’s 
Advice 

4Then Zedekiah the king sent and had 
Jeremiah the prophet brought to him at the 
third entrance of the house of the LORD. 
And the king said to Jeremiah, “I will ‘ask 
you something. Hide nothing from me.” 

Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I de- 
clare it to you, will you not surely put me 
to death? And if I give you advice, you will 
not listen to me.” 

16So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to 
Jeremiah, saying, “As the LORD lives, "who 
made our very souls, I will not put you to 
death, nor will I give you into the hand of 
these men who seek your life.” 

17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, 
“Thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, 
the God of Israel: ‘If you surely "surren- 
der °to the king of Babylon’s princes, then 
your soul shall live; this city shall not be 
burned with fire, and you and your house 
shall live. !8But if you do not surrender to 
the king of Babylon’s princes, then this city 
shall be given into the hand of the Chal- 
deans; they shall burn it with fire, and ?you 
shall not escape from their hand.’” 

19And Zedekiah the king said to Jere- 
miah, “I am afraid of the Jews who have 
adefected to the Chaldeans, lest they 
deliver me into their hand, and they "abuse 
me.” 

20But Jeremiah said, “They shall not 
deliver you. Please, obey the voice of the 
LORD which I speak to you. So it shall be 
swell with you, and your soul shall live. 
21But if you refuse to surrender, this is the 
word that the LORD has shown me: 22‘Now 
behold, all the ‘women who are left in the 
king of Judah’s house shall be surrendered 


to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those 
women shall say: 


“Your close friends have set upon you 
And prevailed against you; 
Your feet have sunk in the mire, 
And they have turned away again.” 


23°So they shall surrender all your wives 
and “children to the Chaldeans. YYou shall 
not escape from their hand, but shall be 
taken by the hand of the king of Babylon. 
And you shall cause this city to be burned 
with fire.” 

24Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let 
no one know of these words, and you shall 
not die. 25But if the princes hear that I have 
talked with you, and they come to you and 
say to you, ‘Declare to us now what you 
have said to the king, and also what the 
king said to you; do not hide it from us, and 
we will not put you to death,’ 26then you 
shall say to them, “I presented my request 
before the king, that he would not make me 
return *to Jonathan’s house to die there.’” 

27Then all the princes came to Jere- 
miah and asked him. And he told them 
according to all these words that the king 
had commanded. So they stopped speak- 
ing with him, for the conversation had not 
been heard. 28Now »Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prison until the day that 
Jerusalem was taken. And he was there 
when Jerusalem was taken. 


The Fall of Jerusalem 
3 In the “ninth year of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, in the tenth month, Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his 
army came against Jerusalem, and be- 
sieged it. 2In the eleventh year of Zede- 
kiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day 
of the month, the city was penetrated. 
3cThen all the princes of the king of Bab- 
ylon came in and sat in the Middle Gate: 
Nergal-Sharezer, Samgar-Nebo, Sarse- 
chim, Rabsaris,* Nergal-Sarezer, Rab- 
mag,* with the rest of the princes of the 
king of Babylon. 


* 39:3 A title, probably Chief Officer; also verse 
13 ¢ A title, probably Troop Commander; also 
verse 13 


38:17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah. Jeremiah 
repeated to the king the message recorded in Jere- 
miah 38:2-3. Surrender would spare the life of the 
king, and the city’s failure to surrender would bring 
death and destruction. 

38:20-23 Soit shall be well with you. Jeremiah tried 
to settle Zedekiah’s fears and to resolve his moral and 
ethical dilemma by reassuring him that surrender 
would result in his personal safety. But if the king 
refused to surrender to Nebuchadnezzar, the word 
of judgment would fall. Women and children would 
be handed over to Nebuchadnezzar and Jerusalem 
would be destroyed. 

39:1 king of Babylon and all his army came against 
Jerusalem, and besieged it. The Babylonian siege 


began in December 589 B.c. and ended about 30 
months later when the walls of Jerusalem were 
breached. 

39:3-7 all the princes of the king of Babylon. When 
Zedekiah saw the Babylonian officers enter the gate 
on the north side of Jerusalem, he and his men left at 
night through another gate on the south side of the 
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4dSo it was, when Zedekiah the king of 
Judah and all the men of war saw them, that 
they fled and went out of the city by night, 
by way of the king’s garden, by the gate 
between the two walls. And he went out by 
way of the plain.* 5But the Chaldean army 
pursued them and ¢overtook Zedekiah in 
the plains of Jericho. And when they had 
captured him, they brought him up to Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon, to ‘Riblah in 
the land of Hamath, where he pronounced 
judgment on him. 6Then the king of Bab- 
ylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his 
geyes in Riblah; the king of Babylon also 
killed all the “nobles of Judah. 7Moreover 
ihe put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound 
him with bronze fetters to carry him off to 
Babylon. 8 And the Chaldeans burned the 
king’s house and the houses of the people 
with fire, and broke down the walls of 
Jerusalem. 9"Then Nebuzaradan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried away captive to 
Babylon the remnant of the people who re- 
mained in the city and those who "defect- 
ed to him, with the rest of the people who 
remained. !0But Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard left in the land of Judah the 
opoor people, who had nothing, and gave 
them vineyards and fields at the same time. 


Jeremiah Goes Free 

Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Bab- 
ylon gave charge concerning Jeremiah to 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, 
saying, 12“Take him and look after him, 
and do him no Pharm; but do to him just as 
he says to you.” 18S0 Nebuzaradan the cap- 
tain of the guard sent Nebushasban, Rab- 
saris, Nergal-Sharezer, Rabmag, and all 
the king of Babylon’s chief officers; 4then 
they sent someone 4to take Jeremiah from 
the court of the prison, and committed him 
'to Gedaliah the son of sAhikam, the son of 
Shaphan, that he should take him home. So 
he dwelt among the people. 

15Meanwhile the word of the LORD had 
come to Jeremiah while he was shut up in 
the court of the prison, saying, !6“Go and 
speak to tEbed-Melech the Ethiopian, say- 
ing, ‘Thus says the LorD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: “Behold, “I will bring My words upon 


Jeremiah 40:6 @ 871 


this city for adversity and not for good, and 
they shall be performed in that day before 
you. !7But I will deliver you in that day,” says 
the LORD, “and you shall not be given into 
the hand of the men of whom you are afraid. 
18For I will surely deliver you, and you shall 
not fall by the sword; but vyour life shall be 
as a prize to you, “because you have put 
your trust in Me,” says the LORD.’” 


Jeremiah with Gedaliah 


the Governor 
4 The word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD 4after Nebuzara- 
dan the captain of the guard had let him 
go from Ramah, when he had taken him 
bound in chains among all who were car- 
ried away captive from Jerusalem and 
Judah, who were carried away captive to 
Babylon. 
2And the captain of the guard took Jere- 
miah and »said to him: “The LORD your 
God has pronounced this doom on this 
place. 3Now the LORD has brought it, and 
has done just as He said. ‘Because you 
people have sinned against the LORD, and 
not obeyed His voice, therefore this thing 
has come upon you. 4And now look, I free 
you this day from the chains that were on 
your hand. ¢If it seems good to you to come 
with me to Babylon, come, and I will look 
after you. But if it seems wrong for you to 
come with me to Babylon, remain here. 
See, all the land is before you; wherever it 
seems good and convenient for you to go, 
go there.” 
5Now while Jeremiah had not yet gone 
back, Nebuzaradan said, “Go back to 
fGedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, ¢whom the king of Babylon has 
made governor over the cities of Judah, 
and dwell with him among the people. Or 
go wherever it seems convenient for you to 
go.” So the captain of the guard gave him 
rations and a gift and let him go. 6"Then 
Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, to ‘Mizpah, and dwelt with him 
among the people who were left in the land. 


* 39:4 Or the Arabah, that is, the Jordan Valley 


city. They were captured near Jericho and taken to 
Riblah to meet Nebuchadnezzar. 

39:8-10 And the Chaldeans burned. |n addition to 
the royal palace and homes of the inhabitants, Jere- 
miah 52:13 includes the “house of the LoRD” among 
the buildings burned in Jerusalem. poor people. 
Typically the Babylonians deported the upper classes, 
such as court officials, merchants, artisans, and crafts- 
men, and left behind peasants to work the fields. 
39:18 your life shall be as a prize... your trust in 
Me. Ebed-Melech experienced the power and grace 
of God in the deliverance of his life simply because 
he exercised faith. 

40:2-3 the Lorp has brought it, and has done just 
as He said. Prophets whose words were deemed 
verified were generally treated well by peoples of the 
ancient Middle East. 


40:4-5 I free you this day from the chains. Jeremiah 
was released from bondage and given three options: 
(1) to go with Nebuzaradan to Babylon and enjoy spe- 
cial treatment and protection there; (2) to remain in 
the care of Gedaliah, the district governor at Mizpah; 
or (3) to live in the land as he chose. 
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71And when all the captains of the 
armies who were in the fields, they and 
their men, heard that the king of Babylon 
had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
governor in the land, and had committed 
to him men, women, children, and &the 
poorest of the land who had not been car- 
ried away captive to Babylon, 8then they 
came to Gedaliah at Mizpah—!Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, "Johanan and 
Jonathan the sons of Kareah, Seraiah the 
son of Tanhumeth, the sons of Ephai the 
Netophathite, and "Jezaniah* the son of a 
oMaachathite, they and their men. 9And 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of 
Shaphan, took an oath before them and 
their men, saying, “Do not be afraid to 
serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land 
and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall 
be Pwell with you. !°As for me, I will in- 
deed dwell at Mizpah and serve the Chal- 
deans who come to us. But you, gather 
wine and summer fruit and oil, put them 
in your vessels, and dwell in your cities 
that you have taken.” !!Likewise, when 
all the Jews who were in Moab, among 
the Ammonites, in Edom, and who were 
in all the countries, heard that the king 
of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah, 
and that he had set over them Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
12then all the Jews ¢returned out of all 
places where they had been driven, and 
came to the land of Judah, to Gedaliah at 
Mizpah, and gathered wine and summer 
fruit in abundance. 

13Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the captains of the forces that were 
in the fields came to Gedaliah at Mizpah, 
Mand said to him, “Do you certainly know 
that "Baalis the king of the Ammonites has 
sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to mur- 
der you?” But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam 
did not believe them. 

15Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke 
secretly to Gedaliah in Mizpah, saying, 
“Let me go, please, and I will kill Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and no one will know 
it. Why should he murder you, so that all 
the Jews who are gathered to you would 
be scattered, and the ‘remnant in Judah 
perish?” 

16But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said 
to Johanan the son of Kareah, “You shall 
not do this thing, for you speak falsely con- 
cerning Ishmael.” 


Insurrection Against Gedaliah 
4 Now it came to pass in the seventh 
month ¢that Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the 
royal family and of the officers of the king, 
came with ten men to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, at >Mizpah. And there they ate 
bread together in Mizpah. 2Then Ishmael 
the son of Nethaniah, and the ten men who 
were with him, arose and ¢struck Gedaliah 
the son of ¢Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
with the sword, and killed him whom the 
king of Babylon had made ¢governor over 
the land. 3Ishmael also struck down all 
the Jews who were with him, that is, with 
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans 
who were found there, the men of war. 
4And it happened, on the second day af- 
ter he had killed Gedaliah, when as yet no 
one knew it, 5that certain men came from 
Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, 
eighty men ‘with their beards shaved and 
their clothes torn, having cut themselves, 
with offerings and incense in their hand, 
to bring them to £the house of the LORD. 
6Now Ishmael the son of Nethaniah went 
out from Mizpah to meet them, weeping as 
he went along; and it happened as he met 
them that he said to them, “Come to Geda- 
liah the son of Ahikam!” 7So it was, when 
they came into the midst of the city, that 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah "killed them 
and cast them into the midst of a pit, he 
and the men who were with him. But ten 
men were found among them who said to 
Ishmael, “Do not kill us, for we have trea- 
sures of wheat, barley, oil, and honey in 
the field.” So he desisted and did not kill 
them among their brethren. 9Now the pit 
into which Ishmael had cast all the dead 
bodies of the men whom he had slain, be- 
cause of Gedaliah, was ‘the same one Asa 
the king had made for fear of Baasha king 
of Israel. Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
filled it with the slain. “Then Ishmael car- 
ried away captive all the ‘rest of the people 
who were in Mizpah, *the king’s daughters 
and all the people who remained in Miz- 
pah, ‘whom Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard had committed to Gedaliah the 
son of Ahikam. And Ishmael the son of 
Nethaniah carried them away captive and 
departed to go over to "the Ammonites. 


*40:8 Spelled Jaazaniah in 2 Kings 25:23 


40:7-10 the captains of the armies. This phrase 
refers to the surviving Jewish commanders of the 
armies in the towns throughout Judah who had 
fled into the rugged hill country. Among the list of 
escaped leaders was Ishmael, a member of the royal 
family and a court officer (41:1). 

40:11-12 the Jews. Those who had escaped the Bab- 
ylonian onslaught into neighboring states returned 
home and began working the fields, vineyards, and 
orchards. 

40:13-16 Johanan. This man led a group of lead- 
ers to Gedaliah to warn him of a plot by Ishmael. 


He even asked for permission to kill the plotter, Ish- 
mael. Unfortunately, Gedaliah was far too trusting 
of Ishmael and didn’t take the warning seriously 
enough. 
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UBut when "Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the captains of the forces that 
were with him heard of all the evil that 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done, 
12they took all the men and went to fight 
with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah; and 
they found him by °the great pool that is 
in Gibeon. !8So it was, when all the people 
who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the 
son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces who were with him, that they were 
glad. 4Then all the people whom Ishma- 
el had carried away captive from Mizpah 
turned around and came back, and went 
to Johanan the son of Kareah. But Ish- 
mael the son of Nethaniah escaped from 
Johanan with eight men and went to the 
Ammonites. 

16Then Johanan the son of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces that were 
with him, took from Mizpah all the Prest 
of the people whom he had recovered from 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah after he had 
murdered Gedaliah the son of Ahikam— 
the mighty men of war and the women 
and the children and the eunuchs, whom 
he had brought back from Gibeon. !7And 
they departed and dwelt in the habitation 
of ¢Chimham, which is near Bethlehem, as 
they went on their way to "Egypt, !8because 
of the Chaldeans; for they were afraid of 
them, because Ishmael the son of Netha- 
niah had murdered Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, swhom the king of Babylon had 
made governor in the land. 


The Flight to Egypt Forbidden 
4 Now all the captains of the forces, 
aJohanan the son of Kareah, Jezani- 
ah the son of Hoshaiah, and all the peo- 
ple, from the least to the greatest, came 
near 2and said to Jeremiah the prophet, 
b“Please, let our petition be acceptable to 
you, and ¢pray for us to the LORD your God, 
for all this remnant (since we are left but 
da few of many, as you can see), 3that the 
LORD your God may show us ¢the way in 
which we should walk and the thing we 
should do.” 
4Then Jeremiah the prophet said to 
them, “I have heard. Indeed, I will pray 
to the LORD your God according to your 
words, and it shall be, that fwhatever the 
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LORD answers you, I will declare it to you. 
I will ¢keep nothing back from you.” 

5So they said to Jeremiah, "“Let the LORD 
be a true and faithful witness between us, 
if we do not do according to everything 
which the LORD your God sends us by you. 
6Whether it is pleasing or displeasing, we 
will ‘obey the voice of the LORD our God 
to whom we send you, ‘that it may be well 
with us when we obey the voice of the LORD 
our God.” 

7And it happened after ten days that the 
word of the LORD came to Jeremiah. 8Then 
he called Johanan the son of Kareah, all 
the captains of the forces which were with 
him, and all the people from the least even 
to the greatest, 9and said to them, “Thus 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, to whom 
you sent me to present your petition be- 
fore Him: 1%If you will still remain in this 
land, then *I will build you and not pull you 
down, and I will plant you and not pluck 
you up. For I 'relent concerning the disas- 
ter that I have brought upon you. !Do not 
be afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom 
you are afraid; do not be afraid of him,’ 
says the LORD, ™ for I am with you, to save 
you and deliver you from his hand. !2And 
n] will show you mercy, that he may have 
mercy on you and cause you to return to 
your own land.’ 

1B3“But if °you say, ‘We will not dwell 
in this land,’ disobeying the voice of the 
LORD your God, saying, ‘No, but we will 
go to the land of "Egypt where we shall see 
no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet, 
nor be hungry for bread, and there we will 
dwell’— 15Then hear now the word of the 
LORD, O remnant of Judah! Thus says the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘If you 
awholly set your faces to enter Egypt, and 
go to dwell there, !6then it shall be that 
the ssword which you feared shall over- 
take you there in the land of Egypt; the 
famine of which you were afraid shall 
follow close after you there in Egypt; and 
there you shall die. 17So shall it be with 
all the men who set their faces to go to 
Egypt to dwell there. They shall die by 
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. 
And tnone of them shall remain or escape 
from the disaster that I will bring upon 
them.’ 


41:11-12 they took all the men. After Ishmael assas- 
sinated Gedaliah, Johanan gathered forces to fight 
Ishmael’s army at Gibeon. Then he started for Egypt 
and safety. 

42:1-3 said to Jeremiah. The people asked Jere- 
miah to intercede with the Lord on their behalf. 
42:4-6 | will pray. Jeremiah cautiously agreed to 
pray to God. He asked the people to agree to abide 
by the answer he received. The people responded 
with an oath of obedience, calling upon the Lord as 
witness. 

42:15 set your faces. This expression indicates the 
fixed intentions of the people. The announcement of 
judgment against the disobedient evacuees echoes 


Jeremiah’s earlier pronouncements against Judah. 
The very thing they were trying to escape from would 
meet them in Egypt. 
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874 @ Jeremiah 42:18 

18“For thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: ‘As My anger and My fury 
have been “poured out on the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, so will My fury be poured 
out on you when you enter Egypt. And vyou 
shall be an oath, an astonishment, a curse, 
and a reproach; and you shall see this place 
no more.’ 

19“The LORD has said concerning you, O 
remnant of Judah, “‘Do not go to Egypt!’ 
Know certainly that I have admonished 
you this day. 2°For you were hypocrites in 
your hearts when you sent me to the LORD 
your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the LORD 
our God, and according to all that the LORD 
your God says, so declare to us and we will 
do it.’ 21And I have this day declared it to 
you, but you have xnot obeyed the voice of 
the LorD your God, or anything which He 
has sent you by me. 22Now therefore, know 
certainly that you Yshall die by the sword, 
by famine, and by pestilence in the place 
where you desire to go to dwell.” 


Jeremiah Taken to Egypt 
43 Now it happened, when Jeremiah 
had stopped speaking to all the peo- 
ple all the “words of the LORD their God, 
for which the LORD their God had sent him 
to them, all these words, 2/that Azariah 
the son of Hoshaiah, Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the proud men spoke, say- 
ing to Jeremiah, “You speak falsely! The 
LORD our God has not sent you to say, ‘Do 
not go to Egypt to dwell there.’ 3But ‘Baruch 
the son of Neriah has set you against us, to 
deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, 
that they may put us to death or carry us 
away captive to Babylon.” 4So Johanan 
the son of Kareah, all the captains of the 
forces, and all the people would ¢not obey 
the voice of the LORD, to remain in the land 
of Judah. *But Johanan the son of Kareah 
and all the captains of the forces took eall 
the remnant of Judah who had returned 
to dwell in the land of Judah, from all na- 
tions where they had been driven— men, 
women, children, fthe king’s daughters, 
Zand every person whom Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard had left with Gedali- 
ah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, 
and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the 
son of Neriah. 7“So they went to the land of 
Egypt, for they did not obey the voice of the 
LORD. And they went as far as 'Tahpanhes. 
8Then the ‘word of the LORD came to 
Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying, 9“Take 


large stones in your hand, and hide them 
in the sight of the men of Judah, in the 
clay in the brick courtyard which is at 
the entrance to Pharaoh’s house in Tah- 
panhes; !°and say to them, ‘Thus says the 
LorD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Behold, 
I will send and bring Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, *My servant, and will set 
his throne above these stones that I have 
hidden. And he will spread his royal pa- 
vilion over them. !!When he comes, he 
shall strike the land of Egypt and deliver 
to death "those appointed for death, and 
to captivity those appointed for captivity, 
and to the sword those appointed for the 
sword. !2]* will kindle a fire in the houses 
of "the gods of Egypt, and he shall burn 
them and carry them away captive. And he 
shall array himself with the land of Egypt, 
as a shepherd puts on his garment, and 
he shall go out from there in peace. !3He 
shall also break the sacred pillars of Beth 
Shemesh* that are in the land of Egypt; and 
the houses of the gods of the Egyptians he 
shall burn with fire.”’” 


Israelites Will Be Punished in Egypt 
4 The word that came to Jeremiah 

concerning all the Jews who dwell in 
the land of Egypt, who dwell at «Migdol, at 
bTahpanhes, at “Noph,* and in the country 
of ¢Pathros, saying, 2“Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘You have seen 
all the calamity that I have brought on Je- 
rusalem and on all the cities of Judah; and 
behold, this day they are ¢a desolation, and 
no one dwells in them, because of their 
wickedness which they have committed 
to provoke Me to anger, in that they went 
fto burn incense and to “serve other gods 
whom they did not know, they nor you nor 
your fathers. 4However "I have sent to you 
all My servants the prophets, rising early 
and sending them, saying, “Oh, do not do 
this abominable thing that I hate!” >But 
they did not listen or incline their ear to 
turn from their wickedness, to burn no in- 
cense to other gods. 6So My fury and My 
anger were poured out and kindled in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem; and they are wasted and desolate, as 
it is this day.’ 


* 43:12 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read He. 

* 43:13 Literally House of the Sun, ancient On; 
later called Heliopolis *44:1 That is, ancient 
Memphis 


43:4-7 all the people would not obey. Johanan led 
the migration to Egypt, against the direction of the 
Lord through Jeremiah. 

43:10 these stones. These symbolized the strong 
foundation of Nebuchadnezzar's empire, the point 
from which he would spread his canopy. 
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7“Now therefore, thus says the LORD, the 
God of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Why do 
you commit this great evil ‘against your- 
selves, to cut off from you man and wom- 
an, child and infant, out of Judah, leaving 
none to remain, 8in that you ‘provoke Me 
to wrath with the works of your hands, 
burning incense to other gods in the land 
of Egypt where you have gone to dwell, that 
you may cut yourselves off and be a curse 
and a reproach among all the nations of the 
earth? 9Have you forgotten the wickedness 
of your fathers, the wickedness of the kings 
of Judah, the wickedness of their wives, 
your own wickedness, and the wickedness 
of your wives, which they committed in the 
land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem? !0They have not been ‘humbled, to this 
day, nor have they "feared; they have not 
walked in My law or in My statutes that I 
set before you and your fathers.’ 

“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel: ‘Behold, "I will set My 
face against you for catastrophe and for 
cutting off all Judah. !2And I will take the 
remnant of Judah who have set their faces 
to go into the land of Egypt to dwell there, 
and °they shall all be consumed and fall 
in the land of Egypt. They shall be con- 
sumed by the sword and by famine. They 
shall die, from the least to the greatest, by 
the sword and by famine; and Pthey shall 
be an oath, an astonishment, a curse and 
a reproach! !84For I will punish those who 
dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have pun- 
ished Jerusalem, by the sword, by famine, 
and by pestilence, 14so that none of the 
remnant of Judah who have gone into the 
land of Egypt to dwell there shall escape 
or survive, lest they return to the land of 
Judah, to which they ‘desire to return and 
dwell. For snone shall return except those 
who escape.’” 

15Then all the men who knew that their 
wives had burned incense to other gods, 
with all the women who stood by, a great 
multitude, and all the people who dwelt in 
the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered 
Jeremiah, saying: 16“As for the word that 
you have spoken to us in the name of the 
LORD, ‘we will not listen to you! !7But we 
will certainly do whatever has gone out 
of our own mouth, to burn incense to the 
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vqueen of heaven and pour out drink offer- 
ings to her, as we have done, we and our 
fathers, our kings and our princes, in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusa- 
lem. For then we had plenty of food, were 
well-off, and saw no trouble. 18But since 
we stopped burning incense to the queen 
of heaven and pouring out drink offerings 
to her, we have lacked everything and have 
been consumed by the sword and by fam- 
ine.” 

19The women also said, w“And when we 
burned incense to the queen of heaven and 
poured out drink offerings to her, did we 
make cakes for her, to worship her, and 
pour out drink offerings to her without our 
husbands’ permission?” 

20Then Jeremiah spoke to all the 
people—the men, the women, and all the 
people who had given him that answer— 
saying: 21“The incense that you burned in 
the cities of Judah and in the streets of Je- 
rusalem, you and your fathers, your kings 
and your princes, and the people of the land, 
did not the LORD remember them, and did 
it not come into His mind? 22So the LORD 
could no longer bear it, because of the evil 
of your doings and because of the abom- 
inations which you committed. Therefore 
your land is a desolation, an astonishment, 
a curse, and without an inhabitant, xas it 
is this day. 23Because you have burned in- 
cense and because you have sinned against 
the LORD, and have not obeyed the voice 
of the LORD or walked in His law, in His 
statutes or in His testimonies, Ytherefore 
this calamity has happened to you, as at 
this day.” 

24Moreover Jeremiah said to all the peo- 
ple and to all the women, “Hear the word 
of the LORD, all Judah who are in the land 
of Egypt! 25Thus says the LorD of hosts, 
the God of Israel, saying: ‘You and your 
wives have spoken with your mouths and 
fulfilled with your hands, saying, “We will 
surely keep our vows that we have made, 
to burn incense to the queen of heaven and 
pour out drink offerings to her.” You will 
surely keep your vows and perform your 
vows!’ 26Therefore hear the word of the 
LORD, all Judah who dwell in the land of 
Egypt: ‘Behold, 7I have sworn by My 2great 
name,’ says the LORD, ‘that My name shall 


44:8 provoke. This term indicates willful, stubborn 
rebellion against God, which roused His anger. 
44:10 They have not been humbled. The present 
generation of Jews had learned nothing from the 
past failures of the nation. The people were not bro- 
ken in heart, only more stubborn. 

44:13 | will punish those who dwell in the land of 
Egypt. The Jews in Egypt would suffer the same judg- 
ment as those in Jerusalem. Only a small remnant 
would survive to tell their story. 

44:18 queen of heaven. The people reasoned that 
when they stopped worshiping the queen of heaven 
in the days of Josiah’s reform, their king was killed 
and their land was overrun and destroyed. 

44:24 and to all the women. The focus here is on the 


stubbornness of the women who persisted in their 
idolatry. Nothing could make them abandon their 
vows to worship Ishtar. 

44:26-27 by My great name. The name of God 
reveals His quality and character in dealing with 
humankind. 
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876 @ Jeremiah 44:27 
no more be named in the mouth of any man 
of Judah in all the land of Egypt, saying, 
“The Lord GoD lives.” 27Behold, I will 
watch over them for adversity and not for 
good. And all the men of Judah who are in 
the land of Egypt ¢shall be consumed by 
the sword and by famine, until there is an 
end to them. 28 Yet 4a small number who es- 
cape the sword shall return from the land 
of Egypt to the land of Judah; and all the 
remnant of Judah, who have gone to the 
land of Egypt to dwell there, shall know 
whose words will stand, Mine or theirs. 
29And this shall be a sign to you,’ says the 
LORD, ‘that I will punish you in this place, 
that you may know that My words will 
surely estand against you for adversity.’ 
30“Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, ‘I will 
give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into 
the hand of his enemies and into the hand 
of those who seek his life, as I gave ¢Zed- 
ekiah king of Judah into the hand of Neb- 
uchadnezzar king of Babylon, his enemy 
who sought his life.’” 


Assurance to Baruch 
4 The «word that Jeremiah the proph- 
et spoke to Baruch the son of Neri- 

ah, when he had written these words in a 
book at the instruction of Jeremiah,* in the 
cfourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josi- 
ah, king of Judah, saying, 2“Thus says the 
LORD, the God of Israel, to you, O Baruch: 
3°You said, “Woe is me now! For the LORD 
has added grief to my sorrow. I ¢fainted in 
my sighing, and I find no rest.”’ 

4“Thus you shall say to him, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: “Behold, ¢what I have built I will 
break down, and what I have planted I will 
pluck up, that is, this whole land. 5And do 
you seek great things for yourself? Do not 
seek them; for behold, ‘I will bring adver- 
sity on all flesh,” says the LORD. “But I will 
give your £life to you as a prize in all places, 
wherever you go.”’” 


Judgment on Egypt 

46 The word of the LORD which came 
to Jeremiah the prophet against ¢the 

nations. 2Against bEgypt. 


eConcerning the army of Pharaoh 
Necho, king of Egypt, which was by the 
River Euphrates in Carchemish, and which 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon @defeat- 
ed in the ¢fourth year of Jehoiakim the son 
of Josiah, king of Judah: 


3 “Order the buckler and shield, 
And draw near to battle! 
4 Harness the horses, 
And mount up, you horsemen! 
Stand forth with your helmets, 
Polish the spears, 
fPut on the armor! 
5 Why have I seen them dismayed and 
turned back? 
Their mighty ones are beaten down; 
They have speedily fled, 
And did not look back, 
For #fear was all around,” says the LORD. 
6 “Do not let the swift flee away, 
Nor the mighty man escape; 
They will "stumble and fall 
Toward the north, by the River 
Euphrates. 


7 “Who is this coming up ‘like a flood, 
Whose waters move like the rivers? 
8 Egypt rises up like a flood, 
And its waters move like the rivers; 
And he says, ‘I will go up and cover 
the earth, 
I will destroy the city and its inhabitants,’ 
9 Come up, O horses, and rage, O chariots! 
And let the mighty men come forth: 
The Ethiopians and the Libyans who 
handle the shield, 
And the Lydians ‘who handle and 
bend the bow. 
For this is tthe day of the Lord GoD of 
hosts, 
A day of vengeance, 
That He may avenge Himself on His 
adversaries. 
'The sword shall devour; 
It shall be satiated and made drunk 
with their blood; 
For the Lord GoD of hosts "has a 
sacrifice 


1 


i 


* 45:1 Literally from Jeremiah’s mouth 


44:28 all the remnant of Judah. A small remnant 
would survive and see the fulfillment of God’s word 
as revealed through Jeremiah. Their own hopes of 
prosperity in Egypt would vanish, and the sign of 
God's work against them would be the fall of Pharaoh 
Hophra of Egypt. In 570 B.c., Hophra was overthrown 
in a military coup by his own general, Amasis. Three 
years later he was executed in fulfillment of Jeremi- 
ah’s prophecy. 

45:2-3 to you, OBaruch. Jeremiah addressed Baruch 
in light of the scribe’s sorrow. Baruch lamented his 
plight in the same manner that Jeremiah had done 
(15:10). He also suffered mental anguish and personal 
rejection from his people due to his association with 
Jeremiah (36:15-19). 

46:1 against the nations. This verse introduces a 
collection of oracles. The text moves generally from 
the west—Egypt—to the east—Elam and Babylon. 


Scattered throughout the oracles are brief messages 
of the restoration of Israel and Judah. The main mes- 
sage of these oracles is the sovereignty of God over all 
the nations of the earth. 

46:10-12 day of the Lord. This time the day is a 
day of vengeance in which Egypt is punished for the 
death of Josiah. The imagery of a devouring sword 
is also found in Jeremiah 2:30. Egypt's demise is 
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In the north country by the River 
Euphrates. 


11 “Gor up to Gilead and take balm, 
°0 virgin, the daughter of Egypt; 
In vain you will use many medicines; 
PYou shall not be cured. 
12 The nations have heard of your 
ashame, 
And your cry has filled the land; 
For the mighty man has stumbled 
against the mighty; 
They both have fallen together.” 


Babylonia Will Strike Egypt 

13The word that the LORD spoke to Jere- 
miah the prophet, how Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon would come and ‘strike 
the land of Egypt. 


M4 “Declare in Egypt, and proclaim in 
sMigdol; 
Proclaim in Noph* and in t'Tahpanhes; 
Say, ‘Stand fast and prepare 
yourselves, 
For the sword devours all around you.’ 
15 Why are your valiant men swept 
away? 
They did not stand 
Because the LORD drove them away. 
16 He made many fall; 
Yes, “one fell upon another. 
And they said, ‘Arise! 
vLet us go back to our own people 
And to the land of our nativity 
From the oppressing sword.’ 
17 They cried there, 
‘Pharaoh, king of Egypt, is but a noise. 
He has passed by the appointed time!’ 


18 “As I live,” says the King, 
wWhose name is the LorD of hosts, 
“Surely as Tabor is among the 
mountains 
And as Carmel by the sea, so he shall 
come. 

19 OQ xyou daughter dwelling in Egypt, 
Prepare yourself Yto go into captivity! 
For Noph* shall be waste and desolate, 

without inhabitant. 


20 “Egypt is a very pretty zheifer, 
But destruction comes, it comes “from 
the north. 
21 Also her mercenaries are in her midst 
like fat bulls, 
For they also are turned back, 


Jeremiah 46:28 & 877 


They have fled away together. 

They did not stand, 

For >the day of their calamity had 
come upon them, 

The time of their punishment. 

22 cHer noise shall go like a serpent, 
For they shall march with an army 
And come against her with axes, 
Like those who chop wood. 


23 “They shall ¢cut down her forest,” says 
the LORD, 
“Though it cannot be searched, 
Because they are innumerable, 
And more numerous than 
egrasshoppers. 
24 The daughter of Egypt shall be 
ashamed; 
She shall be delivered into the hand 
Of fthe people of the north.” 


25The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 
says: “Behold, I will bring punishment on 
Amon* of £No,* and Pharaoh and Egypt, 
hwith their gods and their kings—Pharaoh 
and those who ‘trust in him. 26And I will 
deliver them into the hand of those who 
seek their lives, into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon and the hand of his 
servants. *Afterward it shall be inhabited 
as in the days of old,” says the LORD. 


God Will Preserve Israel 
27 “But! do not fear, O My servant Jacob, 
And do not be dismayed, O Israel! 
For behold, I will save you from afar, 
And your offspring from the land of 
their captivity; 
Jacob shall return, have rest and be 
at ease; 
No one shall make him afraid. 
28 Do not fear, O Jacob My servant,” says 
the LORD, 
“For Iam with you; 
For I will make a complete end of all 
the nations 
To which I have driven you, 
But I will not make "a complete end 
of you. 
I will rightly °correct you, 
For I will not leave you wholly 
unpunished.” 


*46:14 That is, ancient Memphis *46:19 That is, 
ancient Memphis *46:25 Asun god ¢ That is, 
ancient Thebes 


pictured as a sacrificial feast. As there was no heal- 
ing balm for sinful Judah, so now Egypt was mortally 
wounded, stumbling to its death. 

46:15-17 Why are your valiant men swept away? 
The fall of the gods before God in judgment is a 
prominent theme in the oracles against the nations 
(v. 25). 

46:18 King ... LorD of hosts. The term “hosts” can 
also be translated “armies.” God is the true and sov- 
ereign King over all the armies of heaven and earth. 
46:25-26 with their gods and their kings. The gods 


and goddesses of Egypt were punished in the defeat 
of the people who worshiped them. 
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878 @ Jeremiah 47:1 
Judgment on Philistia 
47 The word of the LORD that came to 
Jeremiah the prophet “against the 
Philistines, "before Pharaoh attacked 
Gaza. 
2Thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, ‘waters rise ¢out of the north, 
And shall be an overflowing flood; 
They shall overflow the land and all 

that is in it, 
The city and those who dwell within; 
Then the men shall cry, 
And all the inhabitants of the land 
shall wail. 
3 At the enoise of the stamping hooves of 
his strong horses, 
At the rushing of his chariots, 
At the rumbling of his wheels, 
The fathers will not look back for their 
children, 
Lacking courage, 
4 Because of the day that comes to 
plunder all the ‘Philistines, 
To cut off from Tyre and Sidon every 
helper who remains; 
For the LorD shall plunder the 
Philistines, 
hThe remnant of the country of 
iCaphtor. 
5 jBaldness has come upon Gaza, 
kAshkelon is cut off 
With the remnant of their valley. 
How long will you cut yourself? 


6 “O you 'sword of the LORD, 
How long until you are quiet? 
Put yourself up into your scabbard, 
Rest and be still! 
7 How can it be quiet, 
Seeing the LORD has “given it a 
charge 
Against Ashkelon and against the 
seashore? 
There He has “appointed it.” 


Judgment on Moab 


48 Against ¢Moab. 
Thus says the LorD of hosts, the God 
of Israel: 
“Woe to Nebo! 
For it is plundered, 
cKirjathaim is shamed and taken; 
The high stronghold* is shamed and 
dismayed— 
2 dNo more praise of Moab. 
In ¢Heshbon they have devised evil 
against her: 


‘Come, and let us cut her off as a 
nation.’ 

You also shall be cut down, 
O fMadmen!* 

The sword shall pursue you; 

3 A voice of crying shall be from 

sHoronaim: 

‘Plundering and great destruction!’ 


4 “Moab is destroyed; 
Her little ones have caused a cry to be 
heard;* 
5 hFor in the Ascent of Luhith they 
ascend with continual weeping; 
For in the descent of Horonaim the 
enemies have heard a cry of 
destruction. 


6 “Flee, save your lives! 
And be like the ‘juniper* in the 
wilderness. 
7 For because you have trusted in your 
works and your ‘treasures, 
You also shall be taken. 
And kChemosh shall go forth into 
captivity, 
His 'priests and his princes together. 
8 And the plunderer shall come against 
every city; 
No one shall escape. 
The valley also shall perish, 
And the plain shall be destroyed, 
As the LORD has spoken. 


9 “Giver wings to Moab, 
That she may flee and get away; 
For her cities shall be desolate, 
Without any to dwell in them. 
10 oCursed is he who does the work of the 
LORD deceitfully, 
And cursed is he who keeps back his 
sword from blood. 


11 “Moab has been at ease from his* 

youth; 

He Phas settled on his dregs, 

And has not been emptied from vessel 
to vessel, 

Nor has he gone into captivity. 

Therefore his taste remained in him, 

And his scent has not changed. 


12 “Therefore behold, the days are 
coming,” says the LORD, 


*48:1 Hebrew Misgab *48:2 A city of Moab 

* 48:4 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads Proclaim it in Zoar. 

* 48:6 Or Aroer,acity of Moab *48:11 The 
Hebrew uses masculine and feminine pronouns 
interchangeably in this chapter. 


47:6-7 sword of the Lorb. This image is used often 
to portray divine judgment (12:2; 46:10,14,16). 
48:6-8 the juniper. This tree ekes out its stunted 
growth in the wilderness, hiding in crevasses of 
rock. captivity. Taking a deity captive was a well- 
known Middle Eastern custom. The national statue 
of the patron deity was seized, and it was believed 
that the captured god could no longer protect its 
people. 
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“That I shall send him wine-workers 
Who will tip him over 
And empty his vessels 
And break the bottles. 
13. Moab shall be ashamed of ¢Chemosh, 
As the house of Israel "was ashamed of 
sBethel, their confidence. 


14 “How can you say, “We are mighty 
And strong men for the war’? 
5 Moab is plundered and gone up from 
her cities; 
Her chosen young men have “gone 
down to the slaughter,” says vthe 
King, 
Whose name is the LorD of hosts. 


16 “The calamity of Moab is near at hand, 
And his affliction comes quickly. 
17 Bemoan him, all you who are around 
him; 
And all you who know his name, 
Say, “How the strong staff is broken, 
The beautiful rod!’ 


18 “Q xdaughter inhabiting YyDibon, 
Come down from your glory, 
And sit in thirst; 
For the plunderer of Moab has come 
against you, 
He has destroyed your strongholds. 
O inhabitant of zAroer, 
aStand by the way and watch; 
Ask him who flees 
And her who escapes; 
Say, ‘What has happened?’ 
20 Moab is shamed, for he is broken down. 
bWail and cry! 
Tell it in ¢Arnon, that Moab is plundered. 


1 “And judgment has come on the plain 
country: 
On Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath, 
22, On Dibon and Nebo and Beth 
Diblathaim, 
23 On Kirjathaim and Beth Gamul and 
Beth Meon, 
24 On 4Kerioth and Bozrah, 
On all the cities of the land of Moab, 
Far or near. 
25 eThe horn of Moab is cut off, 
And his farm is broken,” says the LORD. 


26 “Make? him drunk, 
Because he exalted himself against the 
LORD. 


_ 


_ 
co 
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Moab shall wallow in his vomit, 
And he shall also be in derision. 
27 For "was not Israel a derision to you? 
‘Was he found among thieves? 
For whenever you speak of him, 
You shake your head in iscorn. 
28 You who dwell in Moab, 
Leave the cities and *dwell in the rock, 
And be like 'the dove which makes 
her nest 
In the sides of the cave’s mouth. 


29 “We have heard the pride of Moab 
(He is exceedingly proud), 
Of his loftiness and arrogance and 
npride, 
And of the haughtiness of his heart.” 


30 “T know his wrath,” says the LORD, 
“But it is not right; 
oHis lies have made nothing right. 
31. Therefore PI will wail for Moab, 
And I will cry out for all Moab; 
T* will mourn for the men of Kir Heres. 
32 aO vine of Sibmah! I will weep for you 
with the weeping of "Jazer. 
Your plants have gone over the sea, 
They reach to the sea of Jazer. 
The plunderer has fallen on your 
summer fruit and your vintage. 
33 sJoy and gladness are taken 
From the plentiful field 
And from the land of Moab; 
Ihave caused wine to fail from the 
winepresses; 
No one will tread with joyous 
shouting— 
Not joyous shouting! 


34 “From! the cry of Heshbon to “Elealeh 
and to Jahaz 
They have uttered their voice, 
vFrom Zoar to Horonaim, 
Like a three-year-old heifer;* 
For the waters of Nimrim also shall be 
desolate. 


35 “Moreover,” says the LORD, 
“T will cause to cease in Moab 
wThe one who offers sacrifices in the 
high places 
And burns incense to his gods. 


* 48:31 Following Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint, 
and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads He. *48:34 Or 
The Third Eglath, an unknown city (compare 
Isaiah 15:5) 


48:17 Bemoan him, all you who are around him. 
A note of sarcasm is communicated. The nations 
around Moab, like Judah, who was attacked by 
Moab’s mercenaries, were called upon to lament 
Moab’s destruction. 

48:18 Come down from your glory. The haughty 
Moab was shamed by the destruction of its for- 
tresses. 

48:26-29 Make him drunk. Judgment is portrayed 
in the form of drunkenness to the point of vomiting, 
the result of Moab’s mockery of Israel (25:15-29). 
48:33 Joy and gladness are taken. The joy once 
heard echoing from the vineyards and winepresses 


had vanished before the horrifying sound of horses’ 
hoofbeats and clashing weapons. 


48:13 91 Kin. 11:7 "Hos. 10:6 $1 Kin. 12:29; 13:32- 

34 48:14¢ls.16:6 48:154 Jer. 50:27 VJer. 46:18; 
51:57. 48:17 1s.9:4;14:4,5 48:18*Is. 47:1 YIs. 15:2 
48:192 Deut. 2:36 71 Sam. 4:13, 14,16 48:20°ls. 
16:7 “Num. 21:13 48:244Amos 2:2 48:25¢Ps. 
75:10 fEzek. 30:21 48:269Jer.25:15 48:27"Zeph. 
2:8 ‘Jer. 2:26 jLam.2:15 48:28 Ps. 55:6,7 'Song 
2:14 48:29'ls. 16:6 "Jer.49:16 48:30° Jer. 50:36 
48:31? Is. 15:5; 16:7,11 48:32 49|s. 16:8, 9 "Num. 21:32 
48:335Joel1:12 48:346 ls. 15:4-6 4 Num. 32:3, 37 “Is. 
15:5,6 48:35 Is. 15:2; 16:12 


880 @ Jeremiah 48:36 
36 Therefore My heart shall wail like 
flutes for Moab, 
And like flutes My heart shall wail 
For the men of Kir Heres. 
Therefore Ythe riches they have 
acquired have perished. 


37 “For Zevery head shall be bald, and 
every beard clipped; 
On all the hands shall be cuts, and ¢on 
the loins sackcloth— 
38 A general lamentation 
On all the Phousetops of Moab, 
And in its streets; 
For I have ‘broken Moab like a vessel 
in which is no pleasure,” says the 
LORD. 
39 “They shall wail: 
‘How she is broken down! 
How Moab has turned her back with 
shame!’ 
So Moab shall be a derision 
And a dismay to all those about her.” 


40For thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, done shall fly like an eagle, 
And espread his wings over Moab. 
41 Kerioth is taken, 
And the strongholds are surprised; 
fThe mighty men’s hearts in Moab on 
that day shall be 
Like the heart of a woman in birth 


pangs. 
42 And Moab shall be destroyed £as a 
people, 
Because he exalted himself against the 
LORD. 
43 hFear and the pit and the snare shall be 
upon you, 
O inhabitant of Moab,” says the LORD. 
44 “He who flees from the fear shall fall 
into the pit, 
And he who gets out of the pit shall be 
caught in the ‘snare. 
For upon Moab, upon it ‘I will bring 
The year of their punishment,” says 
the LORD. 


45 “Those who fled stood under the 

shadow of Heshbon 

Because of exhaustion. 

But a fire shall come out of Heshbon, 

A flame from the midst of !Sihon, 

And shall devour the brow of Moab, 

The crown of the head of the sons of 
tumult. 


46 nWoe to you, O Moab! 
The people of Chemosh perish; 
For your sons have been taken captive, 
And your daughters captive. 


47 “Yet I will bring back the captives of 
Moab 
In the latter days,” says the LORD. 


Thus far is the judgment of Moab. 


Judgment on Ammon 


49 Against the “Ammonites. 
Thus says the LORD: 


“Has Israel no sons? 
Has he no heir? 
Why then does Milcom* inherit >Gad, 
And his people dwell in its cities? 
2 cTherefore behold, the days are 
coming,” says the LORD, 
“That I will cause to be heard an alarm 
of war 
In 4Rabbah of the Ammonites; 
It shall be a desolate mound, 
And her villages shall be burned with 
fire. 
Then Israel shall take possession of 
his inheritance,” says the LORD. 


3 “Wail, O eHeshbon, for Ai is plundered! 
Cry, you daughters of Rabbah, 
fGird yourselves with sackcloth! 
Lament and run to and fro by the 
walls; 
For Milcom shall go into captivity 
With his “priests and his princes 
together. 
4 Why "do you boast in the valleys, 
Your flowing valley, O ‘backsliding 
daughter? 
Who trusted in her ‘treasures, *saying, 
‘Who will come against me?’ 
5 Behold, I will bring fear upon you,” 
Says the Lord Gop of hosts, 
“From all those who are around you; 
You shall be driven out, everyone 
headlong, 
And no one will gather those who 
wander off. 
6 But lafterward I will bring back 
The captives of the people of Ammon,” 
says the LORD. 


*49:1 Hebrew Malcam, literally their king, a god 
of the Ammonites; also called Molech (compare 
verse 3) 


48:40-44 one shall fly like an eagle. The imagery 
is that of Babylon spreading its ravaging armies over 
Moab like an eagle spreading its wings. he exalted 
himself. Moab’s chief sin was pride, considering itself 
greater than the God of Israel. Its pride would be 
turned to fear and terror, and then the nation would 
be taken captive. 

49:1-2 Milcom. This was the patron deity of the Am- 
monites and is pictured here as taking possession of 
the land formerly belonging to the Gadites, a process 
that began in the days of the judges. 
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Judgment on Edom 
™Against Edom. 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


n“Ts wisdom no more in Teman? 
oHas counsel perished from the prudent? 
Has their wisdom Pvanished? 
8 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, 
O inhabitants of 7Dedan! 
For I will bring the calamity of Esau 
upon him, 
The time that I will punish him. 
9 rif grape-gatherers came to you, 
Would they not leave some gleaning 
grapes? 
If thieves by night, 
Would they not destroy until they have 
enough? 
10 sBut I have made Esau bare; 
Ihave uncovered his secret places,* 
And he shall not be able to hide himself. 
His descendants are plundered, 
His brethren and his neighbors, 
And the is no more. 
11 Leave your fatherless children, 
I will preserve them alive; 
And let your widows trust in Me.” 


12For thus says the LORD: “Behold, “those 
whose judgment was not to drink of the cup 
have assuredly drunk. And are you the one 
who will altogether go unpunished? You 
shall not go unpunished, but you shall sure- 
ly drink of it. !3For vVI have sworn by Myself,” 
says the LorD, “that wBozrah shall become a 
desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a curse. 
And all its cities shall be perpetual wastes.” 


14 x] have heard a message from the LORD, 
And an ambassador has been sent to 
the nations: 
“Gather together, come against her, 
And rise up to battle! 


15 “For indeed, I will make you small 
among nations, 
Despised among men. 
16 Your fierceness has deceived you, 
The Ypride of your heart, 
O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock, 
Who hold the height of the hill! 
zThough you make your “nest as high 
as the eagle, 
>] will bring you down from there,” says 
the LORD.* 


17 “Edom also shall be an astonishment; 
cEveryone who goes by it will be 
astonished 


Jeremiah 49:24 @ 881 
And will hiss at all its 
plagues. 
18 dAs in the overthrow of Sodom and 
Gomorrah 


And their neighbors,” says the LORD, 
“No one shall remain there, 
Nor shall a son of man dwell in it. 


19 “Behold,¢ he shall come up like a lion 

from fthe floodplain* of the Jordan 

Against the dwelling place of the 
strong; 

But I will suddenly make him run 
away from her. 

And who is a chosen man that I may 
appoint over her? 

For ¢who is like Me? 

Who will arraign Me? 

And hwho is that shepherd 

Who will withstand Me?” 


20 iTherefore hear the counsel of the LORD 
that He has taken against Edom, 
And His purposes that He has 
proposed against the inhabitants 
of Teman: 
Surely the least of the flock shall draw 
them out; 
Surely He shall make their dwelling 
places desolate with them. 
21 iThe oh shakes at the noise of their 
all; 
At the cry its noise is heard at the Red 
Sea. 
22 Behold, *He shall come up and fly like 
the eagle, 
And spread His wings over Bozrah; 
The heart of the mighty men of Edom 
in that day shall be 
Like the heart of a woman in birth 
pangs. 


Judgment on Damascus 
231A gainst Damascus. 


m“Hamath and Arpad are shamed, 

For they have heard bad news. 
They are fainthearted; 

"There is trouble on the sea; 
It cannot be quiet. 

24 Damascus has grown feeble; 

She turns to flee, 
And fear has seized her. 

oAnguish and sorrows have taken her 

like a woman in labor. 


* 49:10 Compare Obadiah 5,6 *49:16 Compare 
Obadiah 3,4 *49:19 Or thicket 


49:9-11 grape-gatherers. This imagery is derived 
from 6:9, but there was no real remnant left in Edom. 
The nation had been totally ravaged and stripped 
bare, with only women and children left alive to work 
the land. 

49:17-19 astonishment. Like Israel, Judah, Egypt, 
Moab, and Ammon, Edom would be destroyed and 
would become an object of derision. Like the lion that 
emerges from the thickets along the lower Jordan 
and seizes its prey, God would attack the Edomites 
through His appointed instrument. 
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882 @ Jeremiah 49:25 

25, Why is the city of praise not deserted, 
the city of My joy? 

26 aTherefore her young men shall fall in 
her streets, 

And all the men of war shall be cut 
off in that day,” says the LORD of 
hosts. 

27 “Tr will kindle a fire in the wall of 
Damascus, 

And it shall consume the palaces of 

Ben-Hadad.”* 


Judgment on Kedar and Hazor 
28sAgainst Kedar and against the king- 
doms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon shall strike. 
Thus says the LORD: 


“Arise, g0 up to Kedar, 
And devastate tthe men of the East! 
29 Their “tents and their flocks they shall 
take away. 
They shall take for themselves their 
curtains, 
All their vessels and their camels; 
And they shall cry out to them, 
v‘Fear is on every side!’ 


30 “Flee, get far away! Dwell in the 

depths, 

O inhabitants of Hazor!” says the 
LORD. 

“For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

has taken counsel against 
you, 

And has conceived a plan against 
you. 


31 “Arise, go up to “the wealthy nation 
that dwells securely,” says the 
LORD, 
“Which has neither gates nor bars, 
xDwelling alone. 
32, Their camels shall be for booty, 
And the multitude of their cattle for 
plunder. 
I will yscatter to all winds those in the 
farthest corners, 
And I will bring their calamity from 
all its sides,” says the LORD. 
33 “Hazor Zshall be a dwelling for jackals, 
a desolation forever; 
No one shall reside there, 
Nor son of man dwell in it.” 


Judgment on Elam 

34The word of the LORD that came to 
Jeremiah the prophet against “Elam, in the 
bbeginning of the reign of Zedekiah king 
of Judah, saying, 35“Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: 


‘Behold, I will break ‘the bow of Elam, 
The foremost of their might. 
36 Against Elam I will bring the four 
winds 
From the four quarters of heaven, 
And scatter them toward all those 
winds; 
There shall be no nations where the 
outcasts of Elam will not go. 
37 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed 
before their enemies 
And before those who seek their life. 
qJ will bring disaster upon them, 
My fierce anger,’ says the LORD; 
‘And I will send the sword after them 
Until I have consumed them. 
38 | will ¢set My throne in Elam, 
And will destroy from there the king 
and the princes,’ says the LORD. 


39 ‘But it shall come to pass fin the latter 


days: 
I will bring back the captives of Elam,’ 
says the LORD.” 


Judgment on Babylon and 

Babylonia 

5 The word that the LORD spoke 
aagainst Babylon and against the 

land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the 

prophet. 


2 “Declare among the nations, 
Proclaim, and set up a standard; 
Proclaim—do not conceal it— 
Say, ‘Babylon is taken, ‘Bel is shamed. 
Merodach* is broken in pieces; 

dHer idols are humiliated, 

Her images are broken in pieces.’ 

3 eFor out of the north ‘a nation comes up 

against her, 

Which shall make her land desolate, 
And no one shall dwell therein. 
They shall move, they shall depart, 
Both man and beast. 


*49:27 Compare Amos 1:4 *50:2 A Babylonian 
god; sometimes spelled Marduk 


49:30-33 Hazor shall be a dwelling for jackals. 
Nebuchadnezzar's destructive army would attack 
the tent villages of Kedar and Hazor. The oases would 
be left to the jackals for habitation (9:11; 10:22). The 
Bedouin peoples would be scattered afar, as if by the 
hot desert winds. 

49:34-36 break the bow. The Elamites were famous 
for their skilled archers (Is. 22:6), who became an 
important part of the Persian army under Cyrus. four 
winds. This expression indicates the military might 
that the Lord musters against His enemies (Ezek. 
37:9). 

50:2-3 Bel is shamed. Bel was a title like Baal, 


meaning “Lord,” another name for Babylon’s patron 
deity, Marduk. The oracle begins with a defamation 
of the gods of Babylon. The term translated “images” 
means animal droppings. The Hebrew prophets are 
openly contemptuous of idols and speak of them with 
ridicule. 


49:25P Jer.33:9 49:269Jer.50:30 49:27'Amos 1:4 
49:285Ezek. 27:21 tJudg.6:3  49:294Ps. 120:5 VJer. 
46:5 49:31” Ezek. 38:11 *Num.23:9 49:32/ Ezek. 
5:10 49:332Mal.1:3  49:34@Jer. 25:25 ©2 Kin. 24:17, 
18 49:35¢|s.22:6 49:374Jer.9:16 49:38 ¢ Jer. 43:10 
49:39 6 Jer.48:47 50:1Is. 13:1;47:1 50:2 41s. 21:9 ¢ls. 
46:1 @Jer, 43:12,13 50:3 Jer. 51:48 ‘ls. 13:17, 18, 20 


> 


“In those days and in that time,” says 
the LorD, 

“The children of Israel shall come, 

They and the children of Judah 
together; 

hWith continual weeping they shall 
come, 

iAnd seek the LorD their God. 

5 They shall ask the way to Zion, 

With their faces toward it, saying, 

‘Come and let us join ourselves to the 
LORD 

Inia perpetual covenant 

That will not be forgotten.’ 


a 


“My people have been “lost sheep. 
Their shepherds have led them /astray; 
They have turned them away on the 

mountains. 
They have gone from mountain to hill; 


They have forgotten their resting place. 


7 All who found them have "devoured 
them; 
And °their adversaries said, ?’We have 
not offended, 
Because they have sinned against the 
LORD, ¢the habitation of justice, 
The LorD, 'the hope of their fathers.’ 


8 “Moves from the midst of Babylon, 
Go out of the land of the Chaldeans; 
And be like the rams before the 
flocks. 
9 tFor behold, I will raise and cause to 
come up against Babylon 
An assembly of great nations from the 
north country, 
And they shall array themselves 
against her; 
From there she shall be captured. 
Their arrows shall be like those of an 
expert warrior;* 
uNone shall return in vain. 
And Chaldea shall become plunder; 
vAII who plunder her shall be satisfied,” 
says the LORD. 


“Becausew you were glad, because you 
rejoiced, 
You destroyers of My heritage, 
Because you have grown fat *like a 
heifer threshing grain, 
And you bellow like bulls, 
12 Your mother shall be deeply 
ashamed; 
She who bore you shall be ashamed. 
Behold, the least of the nations shall be 
a Ywilderness, 
A dry land and a desert. 


1 


i 


1 


= 
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13° Because of the wrath of the LORD 
She shall not be inhabited, 
zBut she shall be wholly desolate. 
aFveryone who goes by Babylon shall 
be horrified 
And hiss at all her plagues. 


14 “Put yourselves in array against 
Babylon all around, 
All you who bend the bow; 
Shoot at her, spare no arrows, 
For she has sinned against the LORD. 
15 Shout against her all around; 
She has cgiven her hand, 
Her foundations have fallen, 
dHer walls are thrown down; 
For eit is the vengeance of the LORD. 
Take vengeance on her. 
As she has done, so do to her. 
16 Cut off the sower from Babylon, 
And him who handles the sickle at 
harvest time. 
For fear of the oppressing sword 
fEveryone shall turn to his own people, 
And everyone shall flee to his own 
land. 


17 “Israel is like ¢scattered sheep; 
hThe lions have driven him away. 
First ithe king of Assyria devoured 
him; 
Now at last this Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon has broken his bones.” 


18Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel: 


“Behold, I will punish the king of 
Babylon and his land, 
As Ihave punished the king of 
kAssyria. 
19 [But I will bring back Israel to his 
home, 
And he shall feed on Carmel and 
Bashan; 
His soul shall be satisfied on Mount 
Ephraim and Gilead. 
20 In those days and in that time,” says 
the LORD, 
m“The iniquity of Israel shall be sought, 
but there shall be none; 
And the sins of Judah, but they shall 
not be found; 
For I will pardon those "whom I 
preserve. 


*50:9 Following some Hebrew manuscripts, Sep- 
tuagint, and Syriac; Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate read a warrior who makes childless. 


50:11-13 You destroyers of My heritage. Babylon's 
plunder would be its punishment for gloating over 
Judah's demise and the abuse of God's heritage. Bab- 
ylon would “be a wilderness.” Defamation, drought, 
dehabitation, desolation, and derision were Bab- 
ylon’s destiny (18:16; 19:8; 49:17). 
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884 @ Jeremiah 50:21 
21 “Go up against the land of Merathaim, 
against it, 
And against the inhabitants of °Pekod. 
Waste and utterly destroy them,” says 
the LorD, 
“And do Paccording to all that I have 
commanded you. 
22 aA sound of battle is in the land, 
And of great destruction. 
23 How 'the hammer of the whole earth 
has been cut apart and broken! 
How Babylon has become a desolation 
among the nations! 
24 | have laid a snare for you; 
You have indeed been strapped, 
O Babylon, 
And you were not aware; 
You have been found and also caught, 
Because you have ‘contended against 
the LORD. 
25 The LORD has opened His armory, 
And has brought out “the weapons of 
His indignation; 
For this is the work of the Lord GoD 
of hosts 
In the land of the Chaldeans. 
26 Come against her from the farthest 
border; 
Open her storehouses; 
Cast her up as heaps of ruins, 
And destroy her utterly; 
Let nothing of her be left. 
27 Slay all her vbulls, 
Let them go down to the slaughter. 
Woe to them! 
For their day has come, the time of 
wtheir punishment. 
28 The voice of those who flee and escape 
from the land of Babylon 
xDeclares in Zion the vengeance of the 
LORD our God, 
The vengeance of His temple. 


29 “Call together the archers against 
Babylon. 
All you who bend the bow, encamp 
against it all around; 
Let none of them escape.* 
yRepay her according to her work; 
According to all she has done, do to 
her; 
2For she has been proud against the 
LORD, 
Against the Holy One of Israel. 
30 aTherefore her young men shall fall in 
the streets, 
And all her men of war shall be cut off 
in that day,” says the LORD. 


31 “Behold, I am against you, 
O most haughty one!” says the Lord 
Gop of hosts; 
“For your day has come, 
The time that I will punish you.* 
32. The most »proud shall stumble and 
fall, 
And no one will raise him up; 
¢] will kindle a fire in his cities, 
And it will devour all around him.” 


33Thus says the LorD of hosts: 


“The children of Israel were oppressed, 
Along with the children of Judah; 
All who took them captive have held 
them fast; 
They have refused to let them go. 
34 dTheir Redeemer is strong; 
eThe LORD of hosts is His name. 
He will thoroughly plead their ‘case, 
That He may give rest to the land, 
And disquiet the inhabitants of 
Babylon. 


35 “A sword is against the Chaldeans,” 
says the LORD, 
“A gainst the inhabitants of Babylon, 
And £against her princes and “her 
wise men. 
36 A sword is ‘against the soothsayers, 
and they will be fools. 
A sword is against her mighty men, 
and they will be dismayed. 
37 A sword is against their horses, 
Against their chariots, 
And against all ithe mixed peoples 
who are in her midst; 
And ’they will become like women. 
A sword is against her treasures, and 
they will be robbed. 
38 [A drought* is against her waters, and 
they will be dried up. 
For it is the land of carved images, 
And they are insane with their idols. 


39 “Therefore” the wild desert beasts shall 
dwell there with the jackals, 
And the ostriches shall dwell in it. 
nIt shall be inhabited no more forever, 
Nor shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation. 


*50:29 Qere, some Hebrew manuscripts, Sep- 
tuagint, and Targum add to her. *50:31 Fol- 
lowing Masoretic Text and Targum; Septuagint 
and Vulgate read The time of your punishment. 
* 50:38 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Syriac reads sword; Septuagint omits A 
drought is. 


50:21-28 utterly destroy them. The tables would 
be turned on Babylon. The Lord God had launched 
His vengeful weapons upon the city through His 
anointed servant Cyrus (2 Chr. 36:22-23; Is 45:1). 
50:34 Their Redeemer is strong. One who secured 
the freedom of a kinsman, protecting family rights, 
was called a kinsmen redeemer. Here God, the 
Redeemer of Israel (Is. 47:4), offers to obtain the legal 
freedom of His people from captivity. 
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40 oAs God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah 
And their neighbors,” says the LORD, 
“So no one shall reside there, 
Nor son of man Pdwell in it. 


4 


=I 


“Behold,4 a people shall come from the 
north, 
And a great nation and many kings 
Shall be raised up from the ends of the 
earth. 
‘They shall hold the bow and the lance; 
sThey are cruel and shall not show 
mercy. 
tTheir voice shall roar like the sea; 
They shall ride on horses, 
Set in array, like a man for the battle, 
Against you, O daughter of Babylon. 


“The king of Babylon has “heard the 
report about them, 
And his hands grow feeble; 
Anguish has taken hold of him, 
Pangs as of a woman in vchildbirth. 


44 “Behold,” he shall come up like a 
lion from the floodplain* of the 
Jordan 

Against the dwelling place of the 
strong; 

But I will make them suddenly run 
away from her. 

And who is a chosen man that I may 
appoint over her? 

For who is like Me? 

Who will arraign Me? 

And «who is that shepherd 

Who will withstand Me?” 


Therefore hear Ythe counsel of the 
LORD that He has taken against 
Babylon, 

And His 2purposes that He has 
proposed against the land of the 
Chaldeans: 

aSurely the least of the flock shall draw 
them out; 

Surely He will make their dwelling 
place desolate with them. 

46 bAt the noise of the taking of Babylon 

The earth trembles, 

And the cry is heard among the 
nations. 
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The Utter Destruction of Babylon 
51 Thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, I will raise up against 
aBabylon, 


Jeremiah 51:10 @ 885 
Against those who dwell in Leb 
Kamai,* 
>A destroying wind. 
2 And I will send «winnowers to 
Babylon, 
Who shall winnow her and empty her 
land. 
4For in the day of doom 
They shall be against her all 
around. 
3 Against her ¢let the archer bend his 
bow, 
And lift himself up against her in his 
armor. 
Do not spare her young men; 
fUtterly destroy all her army. 
4 Thus the slain shall fall in the land of 
the Chaldeans, 
gAnd those thrust through in her 
streets. 
5 For Israel is "not forsaken, nor 
Judah, 
By his God, the LorD of hosts, 
Though their land was filled with sin 
against the Holy One of Israel.” 


6 iFlee from the midst of Babylon, 
And every one save his life! 
Do not be cut off in her iniquity, 
For ‘this is the time of the LORD’s 
vengeance; 
kHe shall recompense her. 
7 IBabylon was a golden cup in the 
LORD’s hand, 
That made all the earth drunk. 
mThe nations drank her wine; 
Therefore the nations "are 
deranged. 
8 Babylon has suddenly °fallen and been 
destroyed. 
pWail for her! 
aTake balm for her pain; 
Perhaps she may be healed. 


9 We would have healed Babylon, 
But she is not healed. 
Forsake her, and ‘let us go everyone to 
his own country; 
sFor her judgment reaches to heaven 
and is lifted up to the skies. 
10 The LORD has trevealed our 
righteousness. 
Come and let us “declare in Zion the 
work of the LORD our God. 


* 50:44 Or thicket *51:1 A code word for Chal- 
dea (Babylonia); may be translated The Midst of 
Those Who Rise Up Against Me 


51:6-10 Babylon was a golden cup. The imagery 
of Babylon’s cup of fury from 25:15-19 is reversed. 
Here Babylon’s cup is broken by the Lord. Take balm. 
As in the case of Judah (8:22), decadent Babylon 
was beyond healing and had to be abandoned. The 
destruction of Babylon was the vindication of the jus- 
tice of God. Jeremiah’s prediction (25:12-14) would 
be realized: Israel would be made righteous through 
God's work. 
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886 @ Jeremiah 51:11 
ll vMake the arrows bright! 
Gather the shields! 
wThe LorRD has raised up the spirit of 
the kings of the Medes. 
xFor His plan is against Babylon to 
destroy it, 
Because it is Ythe vengeance of the 
LORD, 
The vengeance for His temple. 
12 zSet up the standard on the walls of 
Babylon; 
Make the guard strong, 
Set up the watchmen, 
Prepare the ambushes. 
For the LORD has both devised and 
done 
What He spoke against the inhabitants 
of Babylon. 
13 aQ you who dwell by many waters, 
Abundant in treasures, 
Your end has come, 
The measure of your covetousness. 
14 bThe LORD of hosts has sworn by 
Himself: 
“Surely I will fill you with men, cas with 
locusts, 
And they shall lift 4up a shout against 
you.” 


15 eHe has made the earth by His power; 
He has established the world by His 
wisdom, 
And fstretched out the heaven by His 
understanding. 
16 When He utters His voice— 
There is a multitude of waters in the 
heavens: 
s“He causes the vapors to ascend from 
the ends of the earth; 
He makes lightnings for the rain; 
He brings the wind out of His 
treasuries.”* 


17 hEveryone is dull-hearted, without 
knowledge; 
Every metalsmith is put to shame by 
the carved image; 
‘For his molded image is falsehood, 
And there is no breath in them. 

18 They are futile, a work of errors; 

In the time of their punishment they 
shall perish. 

19 The Portion of Jacob is not like them, 
For He is the Maker of all things; 
And Israel is the tribe of His 

inheritance. 
The LorD of hosts is His name. 


20 “You are My battle-ax and weapons of 
war: 


For with you I will break the nation in 
pieces; 
With you I will destroy kingdoms; 
21 With you I will break in pieces the 
horse and its rider; 
With you I will break in pieces the 
chariot and its rider; 
22 With you also I will break in pieces 
man and woman; 
With you I will break in pieces old 
and young; 
With you I will break in pieces the 
young man and the maiden; 
23 With you also I will break in pieces the 
shepherd and his flock; 
With you I will break in pieces the 
farmer and his yoke of oxen; 
And with you I will break in pieces 
governors and rulers. 


24 “And! I will repay Babylon 
And all the inhabitants of Chaldea 
For all the evil they have done 
In Zion in your sight,” says the LORD. 


25 “Behold, I am against you, 
mO destroying mountain, 
Who destroys all the earth,” says the 
LORD. 
“And I will stretch out My hand against 
you, 
Roll you down from the rocks, 
nAnd make you a burnt mountain. 
26 They shall not take from you a stone 
for a corner 
Nor a stone for a foundation, 
oBut you shall be desolate forever,” says 
the LORD. 


27 pSet up a banner in the land, 
Blow the trumpet among the nations! 
aPrepare the nations against her, 
Call 'the kingdoms together against 
her: 
Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz. 
Appoint a general against her; 
Cause the horses to come up like the 
bristling locusts. 
28 Prepare against her the nations, 
With the kings of the Medes, 
Its governors and all its rulers, 
All the land of his dominion. 
29 And the land will tremble and 
sorrow; 
For every spurpose of the LORD shall 
be performed against Babylon, 
tTo make the land of Babylon a 
desolation without inhabitant. 


*51:16 Psalm 135:7 


51:20-26 You are My battle-ax. Babylon had been 
God's implement for judgment against the nations, 
and Judah in particular. 

51:29-32 The mighty men of Babylon have ceased 
fighting. The Nabonidus Chronicle, an ancient text 
describing the fall of Babylon, reports that “Cyrus 
entered Babylon without a battle.” By the time Cyrus 
reached Babylon, he had conquered all of Babylonia 
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30 The mighty men of Babylon have 
ceased fighting, 
They have remained in their strongholds; 
Their might has failed, 
uThey became like women; 
They have burned her dwelling places, 
vThe bars of her gate are broken. 
31 wOne runner will run to meet another, 
And one messenger to meet another, 
To show the king of Babylon that his 
city is taken on all sides; 
32 xThe passages are blocked, 
The reeds they have burned with fire, 
And the men of war are terrified. 


33For thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: 


“The daughter of Babylon is vlike a 
threshing floor 
When Zit is time to thresh her; 
Yet a little while 
aAnd the time of her harvest will come.” 


34 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 

Has >devoured me, he has crushed me; 

He has made me an ‘empty vessel, 

He has swallowed me up like a monster; 

He has filled his stomach with my 
delicacies, 

He has spit me out. 

Let the violence done to me and my 
flesh be upon Babylon,” 

The inhabitant of Zion will say; 

“And my blood be upon the inhabitants 
of Chaldea!” 

Jerusalem will say. 


36Therefore thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, 4I will plead your case and 
take vengeance for you. 
e] will dry up her sea and make her 
springs dry. 
37 fBabylon shall become a heap, 
A dwelling place for jackals, 
An astonishment and a hissing, 
Without an inhabitant. 
38 They shall roar together like lions, 
They shall growl like lions’ whelps. 
39 In their excitement I will prepare their 
feasts; 
h] will make them drunk, 
That they may rejoice, 
And sleep a perpetual sleep 
And not awake,” says the LORD. 
40 “J will bring them down 


3 


a 


Jeremiah 51:50 & 887 
Like lambs to the slaughter, 
Like rams with male goats. 


41 “Oh, how ‘Sheshach* is taken! 
Oh, how ‘the praise of the whole earth 
is seized! 
How Babylon has become desolate 
among the nations! 
42 kThe sea has come up over Babylon; 
She is covered with the multitude of 
its waves. 
43 IHer cities are a desolation, 
A dry land and a wilderness, 
A land where ™no one dwells, 
Through which no son of man passes. 
44 J will punish "Bel in Babylon, 
And I will bring out of his mouth what 
he has swallowed; 
And the nations shall not stream to 
him anymore. 
Yes, °the wall of Babylon shall fall. 


45 “My people, go out of the midst of her! 
And let everyone deliver himself from 
the fierce anger of the LORD. 
46 And lest your heart faint, 
And you fear ¢for the rumor that will 
be heard in the land 
(A rumor will come one year, 
And after that, in another year 
A rumor will come, 
And violence in the land, 
Ruler against ruler), 
47 Therefore behold, the days are coming 
That I will bring judgment on the 
carved images of Babylon; 
Her whole land shall be ashamed, 
And all her slain shall fall in her 
midst. 
48 Then 'the heavens and the earth and 
all that is in them 
Shall sing joyously over Babylon; 
sFor the plunderers shall come to her 
from the north,” says the LORD. 


49 As Babylon has caused the slain of 
Israel to fall, 
So at Babylon the slain of all the earth 
shall fall. 
50 You who have escaped the sword, 
Get away! Do not stand still! 
uRemember the LorD afar off, 
And let Jerusalem come to your mind. 


* 51:41 A code word for Babylon (compare Jere- 
miah 25:26) 


except for the capital city, cutting off roads and sup- 
ply routes. 

51:47-48 the days are coming. This expression 
usually introduces a message of divine intervention 
into history. judgment on the carved images of Bab- 
ylon. The city was known for its thousands of images 
of its numerous gods and goddesses. As the king 
claimed to conquer nations in the name of his patron 
deity, so the gods of the defeated would be pun- 
ished along with their worshipers. The devastation of 
decadent Babylon would be no cause for mourning 


among the nations. Instead, the nations would sing 
joyfully of Babylon’s fall. 
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51:50 ‘Jer. 


888 @ Jeremiah 51:51 
51 vWe are ashamed because we have 
heard reproach. 
Shame has covered our faces, 
For strangers “have come into the 
sanctuaries of the LORD’s house. 


52 “Therefore behold, the days are 
coming,” says the LORD, 
“That I will bring judgment on her 
carved images, 
And throughout all her land the 
wounded shall groan. 
53 xThough Babylon were to mount up to 
heaven, 
And though she were to fortify the 
height of her strength, 
Yet from Me plunderers would come to 
her,” says the LORD. 


54 yThe sound of a cry comes from 
Babylon, 
And great destruction from the land of 
the Chaldeans, 
55 Because the LoRD is plundering 
Babylon 
And silencing her loud voice, 
Though her waves roar like great 
waters, 
And the noise of their voice is uttered, 
56 Because the plunderer comes against 
her, against Babylon, 
And her mighty men are taken. 
Every one of their bows is broken; 
2For the LORD is the God of 
recompense, 
He will surely repay. 


57 “And I will make drunk 

Her princes and «wise men, 

Her governors, her deputies, and her 
mighty men. 

And they shall sleep a perpetual 
sleep 

And not awake,” says ’the King, 

Whose name is the LorD of hosts. 


58Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


“The broad walls of Babylon shall be 
utterly ‘broken, 
And her high gates shall be burned 
with fire; 
4The people will labor in vain, 
And the nations, because of the fire; 
And they shall be weary.” 


Jeremiah’s Command to Seraiah 
59The word which Jeremiah the prophet 
commanded Seraiah the son of ¢Neriah, the 
son of Mahseiah, when he went with Zed- 
ekiah the king of Judah to Babylon in the 
fourth year of his reign. And Seraiah was 
the quartermaster. 6°So Jeremiah fwrote in 
a book all the evil that would come upon 


Babylon, all these words that are written 
against Babylon. §1And Jeremiah said to 
Seraiah, “When you arrive in Babylon 
and see it, and read all these words, ®2then 
you shall say, ‘O LORD, You have spoken 
against this place to cut it off, so that none 
shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, 
but it shall be desolate forever.’ &83Now it 
shall be, when you have finished reading 
this book, "that you shall tie a stone to it 
and throw it out into the Euphrates. Then 
you shall say, ‘Thus Babylon shall sink and 
not rise from the catastrophe that I will 
bring upon her. And they shall be weary.’” 
Thus far are the words of Jeremiah. 


The Fall of Jerusalem Reviewed 
5 Zedekiah was “twenty-one years 
old when he became king, and he 

reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter 
of Jeremiah of >Libnah. 2He also did evilin 
the sight of the LORD, according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done. 3For because of the 
anger of the LORD this happened in Jeru- 
salem and Judah, till He finally cast them 
out from His presence. Then Zedekiah ¢re- 
belled against the king of Babylon. 

4Now it came to pass in the ¢ninth year 
of his reign, in the tenth month, on the 
tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon and all his army came 
against Jerusalem and encamped against 
it; and they built a siege wall against it all 
around. 5So the city was besieged until 
the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. ®By 
the fourth month, on the ninth day of the 
month, the famine had become so severe 
in the city that there was no food for the 
people of the land. 7Then the city wall was 
broken through, and all the men of war 
fled and went out of the city at night by way 
of the gate between the two walls, which 
was by the king’s garden, even though the 
Chaldeans were near the city all around. 
And they went by way of the plain.* 

8But the army of the Chaldeans pursued 
the king, and they overtook Zedekiah in 
the plains of Jericho. All his army was 
scattered from him. 9¢So they took the king 
and brought him up to the king of Babylon 
at Riblah in the land of Hamath, and he 
pronounced judgment on him. 1°Then the 
king of Babylon killed the sons of Zede- 
kiah before his eyes. And he killed all the 
princes of Judah in Riblah. "He also sput 
out the eyes of Zedekiah; and the king of 
Babylon bound him in bronze fetters, took 
him to Babylon, and put him in prison till 
the day of his death. 


* 52:7 Or the Arabah, that is, the Jordan Valley 
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The Temple and City Plundered 


and Burned 

122hNow in the fifth month, on the tenth 
day of the month (which was the nine- 
teenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon), iNebuzaradan, the captain of 
the guard, who served the king of Babylon, 
came to Jerusalem. !3He burned the house 
of the LORD and the king’s house; all the 
houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses 
of the great, he burned with fire. And all 
the army of the Chaldeans who were with 
the captain of the guard broke down all 
the walls of Jerusalem all around. Then 
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard car- 
ried away captive some of the poor people, 
the rest of the people who remained in the 
city, the defectors who had deserted to the 
king of Babylon, and the rest of the crafts- 
men. !6But Nebuzaradan the captain of the 
guard left some of the poor of the land as 
vinedressers and farmers. 

17The bronze pillars that were in the 
house of the LORD, and the carts and the 
bronze Sea that were in the house of the 
LORD, the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and 
carried all their bronze to Babylon. !8They 
also took away "the pots, the shovels, the 
trimmers, the bowls, the spoons, and all 
the bronze utensils with which the priests 
ministered. !9The basins, the firepans, 
the bowls, the pots, the lampstands, the 
spoons, and the cups, whatever was sol- 
id gold and whatever was solid silver, the 
captain of the guard took away. 29The two 
pillars, one Sea, the twelve bronze bulls 
which were under it, and the carts, which 
King Solomon had made for the house of 
the LORD—°the bronze of all these articles 
was beyond measure. 2!Now concerning 
the Ppillars: the height of one pillar was 
eighteen cubits, a measuring line of twelve 
cubits could measure its circumference, 
and its thickness was four fingers; it was 
hollow. 22A capital of bronze was on it; 
and the height of one capital was five cu- 
bits, with a network and pomegranates 
all around the capital, all of bronze. The 
second pillar, with pomegranates was the 
same. 23There were ninety-six pomegran- 
ates on the sides; ¢all the pomegranates, all 
around on the network, were one hundred. 


Jeremiah 52:34 @ 889 


The People Taken Captive 
to Babylonia 

24rThe captain of the guard took Seraiah 
the chief priest, sZephaniah the second 
priest, and the three doorkeepers. 25He 
also took out of the city an officer who 
had charge of the men of war, seven men 
of the king’s close associates who were 
found in the city, the principal scribe of 
the army who mustered the people of the 
land, and sixty men of the people of the 
land who were found in the midst of the 
city. 26And Nebuzaradan the captain of 
the guard took these and brought them to 
the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27Then the 
king of Babylon struck them and put them 
to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. 
Thus Judah was carried away captive from 
its own land. 

28tThese are the people whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar carried away captive: “in the 
seventh year, ’three thousand and twenty- 
three Jews; 29win the eighteenth year of 
Nebuchadnezzar he carried away captive 
from Jerusalem eight hundred and thirty- 
two persons; 2%in the twenty-third year of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuzaradan the cap- 
tain of the guard carried away captive of 
the Jews seven hundred and forty-five per- 
sons. All the persons were four thousand 
six hundred. 


Jehoiachin Released from Prison 
3lxNow it came to pass in the thirty- 
seventh year of the captivity of Jehoia- 
chin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, 
on the twenty-fifth day of the month, that 
Evil-Merodach* king of Babylon, in the 
first year of his reign, “lifted up the head 
of Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought 
him out of prison. 32And he spoke kindly to 
him and gave him a more prominent seat 
than those of the kings who were with him 
in Babylon. 33So Jehoiachin changed from 
his prison garments, Zand he ate bread reg- 
ularly before the king all the days of his 
life. 34And as for his provisions, there was 
a regular ration given him by the king of 
Babylon, a portion for each day until the 
day of his death, all the days of his life. 


* 52:31 Or Awil-Marduk 


52:13-16 burned the house of the Lorb. The entire 
city of Jerusalem was burned, from the temple to the 
royal palace to the houses. The city walls were demol- 
ished. Leading citizens and some of the poor were 
deported under Nebuzaradan’s command, leaving 
only a remnant of peasant farmers to work the fields, 
vineyards, and orchards. 

52:31-34 Evil-Merodach. Nebuchadnezzar’s son 
became king next but reigned for only two years. 
Jehoiachin was released from prison during his reign 
and pardoned. He was provided with food and given 


a seat of honor in Babylon. This restoration was sym- 
bolic of the future restoration of Israel and Judah to 
their homeland. 
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THE BOOK OF 


LAMENTATIONS 


> AUTHOR: The universal consensus of early Jewish and Christian tradition attri- 
butes this book to Jeremiah. Even though the author is unnamed in the book, the 
superscription to Lamentations in the Septuagint states: “And it came to pass, after 
Israel had been carried away captive and Jerusalem had become desolate, that Jere- 
miah sat weeping, and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem saying... .” 
The Talmud, as well as many other ancient sources, also supports this position. 

> TIME: c. 586 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Lam. 3:22-23 

> THEME: A lament is a vehicle for working through sorrow. While grief is expressed 
in words, its resolution is in God and the hope He gives for the future. In a way, the 
lamentation process is one of coming to grips with all that God wants us to see 
about our present circumstances. For the people of Judah to lose a country meant 
not only the loss of the homeland, but the loss of God’s presence and power to sus- 
tain the people in that land. It is hard for people who have never experienced such 


loss to understand the depth of grief expressed in this book. 


Jerusalem in Affliction 
How lonely sits the city 
That was full of people! 
a4How like a widow is she, 
Who was great among the nations! 
The »princess among the provinces 
Has become a slave! 


2 She weeps bitterly in the ¢night, 
Her tears are on her cheeks; 
Among all her lovers 
She has none to comfort her. 

All her friends have dealt 
treacherously with her; 
They have become her enemies. 


3 eJudah has gone into captivity, 
Under affliction and hard servitude; 
fShe dwells among the nations, 
She finds no “rest; 
All her persecutors overtake her in 
dire straits. 


4 The roads to Zion mourn 
Because no one comes to the set feasts. 
All her gates are "desolate; 


Her priests sigh, 
Her virgins are afflicted, 
And she is in bitterness. 


5 Her adversaries ‘have become the 

master, 

Her enemies prosper; 

For the LorD has afflicted her 

iBecause of the multitude of her 
transgressions. 

Her ®children have gone into captivity 
before the enemy. 


6 And from the daughter of Zion 
All her splendor has departed. 
Her princes have become like deer 
That find no pasture, 
That flee without strength 
Before the pursuer. 


7 Inthe days of her affliction and 
roaming, 
Jerusalem ‘remembers all her pleasant 
things 
That she had in the days of old. 
When her people fell into the hand of 
the enemy, 


1:1 How. This exclamatory word is used frequently 
in laments and funeral songs. It expresses astonish- 
ment, sorrow, and dismay (2:1; 4:1). 

1:2 Among all her lovers. Verse 19 describes Judah's 
sin of turning away from God and toward the gods 
of Canaan (Jer. 3:1-6). Also, the sins of Judah often 
involved the sexual forms of pagan worship that 
characterized the Canaanite people. 

1:4 The roads to Zion mourn. When the temple was 
built, Zion was used to describe the hill on which the 
temple was located. Later, the name came to stand 
for the whole city. The roads “mourned” because 


there would no longer be throngs of pilgrims travel- 
ing to Jerusalem to worship at the temple. 

1:5 Her children have gone into captivity. God had 
warned Israel in Leviticus 26:41 that captivity in a for- 
eign land would be the result of continued sinning. 
1:7 In the days of her affliction and roaming. The 
emphasis is on Jerusalem's utter helplessness as her 
enemies ridiculed her miseries (v. 21). 
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With no one to help her, 
The adversaries saw her 
And mocked at her downfall.* 


8 mJerusalem has sinned gravely, 
Therefore she has become vile.* 
All who honored her despise her 
Because "they have seen her 

nakedness; 
Yes, she sighs and turns away. 


9 Her uncleanness is in her skirts; 
She °did not consider her destiny; 
Therefore her collapse was awesome; 
She had no comforter. 
“O LORD, behold my affliction, 
For the enemy is exalted!” 


10 The adversary has spread his hand 
Over all her pleasant things; 
For she has seen ?the nations enter her 
sanctuary, 
Those whom You commanded 
aNot to enter Your assembly. 


ll All her people sigh, 
"They seek bread; 
They have given their valuables for 
food to restore life. 
“See, O LORD, and consider, 
For I am scorned.” 


12 “Ts it nothing to you, all you who pass 
by? 
Behold and see 
sIf there is any sorrow like my sorrow, 
Which has been brought on me, 
Which the LorD has inflicted 
In the day of His fierce anger. 


13 “From above He has sent fire into my 
bones, 
And it overpowered them; 
He has tspread a net for my feet 
And turned me back; 
He has made me desolate 
And faint all the day. 


14 “The yoke of my transgressions was 
bound;* 
They were woven together by His 
hands, 
And thrust upon my neck. 
He made my strength fail; 


Lamentations 1:21 @ 891 
The Lord delivered me into the hands 
of those whom I am not able to 
withstand. 


“The Lord has trampled underfoot all 
my mighty men in my midst; 
He has called an assembly against me 
To crush my young men; 
vThe Lord trampled as in a winepress 
The virgin daughter of Judah. 


“For these things I weep; 
My eye, “my eye overflows with water; 
Because the comforter, who should 
restore my life, 
Is far from me. 
My children are desolate 
Because the enemy prevailed.” 


17 xZion spreads out her hands, 

But no one comforts her; 

The LORD has commanded concerning 
Jacob 

That those yaround him become his 
adversaries; 

Jerusalem has become an unclean 
thing among them. 


18 “The LorD is Zrighteous, 
For I ¢rebelled against His 
commandment. 
Hear now, all peoples, 
And behold my sorrow; 
My virgins and my young men 
Have gone into captivity. 


“I called for my lovers, 
But they deceived me; 
My priests and my elders 
Breathed their last in the city, 
While they sought food 
To restore their life. 


20 “See, O LORD, that I am in distress; 
My Psoul is troubled; 
My heart is overturned within me, 
For I have been very rebellious. 
cOutside the sword bereaves, 
At home it is like death. 


21 “They have heard that I sigh, 
But no one comforts me. 


I 


a 


1 


a 


1 


eo 


*1:7 Vulgate reads her Sabbaths. *1:8 Sep- 
tuagint and Vulgate read moved or removed. 

* 1:14 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read watched over. 


1:10 the nations enter her sanctuary. Since God's 
people had not preserved the sanctuary of their 
hearts from pollution, they had no reason to be 
amazed when their enemies desecrated the earthly 
sanctuary. As a rule, Gentiles were forbidden to enter 
the congregation of the Lord. 

1:13 He has sent fire into my bones. Jerusalem’s suf- 
fering is portrayed, using several metaphors: (1) fire 
from heaven, (2) a hunter's net spread to trap animals, 
(3) an animal yoke fastened about the head of a per- 
son, and (4) the crushing of grapes in a winepress. The 
purpose of Jerusalem’s suffering was to bring about a 
turning or repentance. 

1:15 The virgin daughter of Judah. Jerusalem 
(Judah) was supposed to be the chaste bride of God. 
Instead, she had become a polluted harlot because 


her people worshiped gods other than the God with 
whom they covenanted. 

1:16 comforter. The real comforter of Judah is God. 
But because of Judah's sin, God would not come to 
their assistance. 

1:21 All my enemies. Those who previously had been 
friends of Judah (v. 2) became Judah's enemies. Bring 
on the day. Several times the “day” of God’s wrath is 
mentioned in the Book of Lamentations (2:1,21-22). 
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892 @ Lamentations 1:22 

All my enemies have heard of my 
trouble; 

They are ¢glad that You have done it. 

Bring on ¢the day You have 
announced, 

That they may become like me. 


22 “T etf all their wickedness come before 
You, 
And do to them as You have done to 
me 
For all my transgressions; 
For my sighs are many, 
And my heart is faint.” 


God's Anger with Jerusalem 
How the Lord has covered the 
daughter of Zion 
With a “cloud in His anger! 
bHe cast down from heaven to the 
earth 
cThe beauty of Israel, 
And did not remember His footstool 
In the day of His anger. 


2 The Lord has swallowed up and has 

enot pitied 

All the dwelling places of Jacob. 

He has thrown down in His wrath 

The strongholds of the daughter of 
Judah; 

He has brought them down to the 
ground; 

fHe has profaned the kingdom and its 
princes. 


3 Hehas cut off in fierce anger 
Every horn of Israel; 
8He has drawn back His right hand 
From before the enemy. 
hHe has blazed against Jacob like a 
flaming fire 
Devouring all around. 


4 iStanding like an enemy, He has bent 

His bow; 

With His right hand, like an 
adversary, 

He has slain /all who were pleasing to 
His eye; 

On the tent of the daughter of Zion, 

He has poured out His fury like fire. 


5 kThe Lord was like an enemy. 
He has swallowed up Israel, 
He has swallowed up all her palaces; 
'He has destroyed her strongholds, 
And has increased mourning and 
lamentation 
In the daughter of Judah. 


6 Hehas done violence ™to His 
tabernacle, 
nAs if it were a garden; 

He has destroyed His place of 
assembly; 

The LorD has caused 

The appointed feasts and Sabbaths to 
be forgotten in Zion. 

In His burning indignation He has 
ospurned the king and the priest. 


7 The Lord has spurned His altar, 

He has Pabandoned His sanctuary; 

He has given up the walls of her 
palaces 

Into the hand of the enemy. 

aThey have made a noise in the house 

of the LORD 

As on the day of a set feast. 


8 The LORD has purposed to destroy 
The "wall of the daughter of Zion. 
sHe has stretched out a line; 

He has not withdrawn His hand from 
destroying; 

Therefore He has caused the rampart 
and wall to lament; 

They languished together. 


9 Her gates have sunk into the ground; 
He has destroyed and ‘broken her 
bars. 
uHer king and her princes are among 
the nations; 
vThe Law is no more, 
And her wprophets find no vision from 
the LORD. 


10 The elders of the daughter of Zion 
xSit on the ground and keep silence; 
They Ythrow dust on their heads 
And 2gird themselves with 
sackcloth. 
The virgins of Jerusalem 
Bow their heads to the ground. 


The term is used to refer not only to the time of Jeru- 
salem’s fall in the past, but also to a future day when 
God would rectify all of the wrongs that the nations 
had committed against Israel and God. 

2:1 His anger. This word is a firm expression of God's 
displeasure with wickedness and sin. Yet God’s anger 
never shuts us off from His compassion (Ps. 77:9). 

2:3 drawn back His right hand. Usually the right 
hand of God is understood as the instrument of help 
for God's people stretched out against their enemies 
(Ex. 15:6; Ps. 20:6). Here God’s hand is withdrawn from 
the enemies, leaving the people of God at their mercy. 
2:9 the Law is no more. These words do not suggest 
the end of the law, but rather the ceasing of the work 
of the law in the lives of the people for their blessing 
(Deut. 6:1-3). 


2:10 They throw dust on their heads. This custom 
was a common sign of mourning in Israel and in other 
countries of the ancient world. virgins of Jerusalem. 
Their sadness was increased by the knowledge that 
this was not a time for marriage and family. Even 
though their lives had been spared, they had lost 
their futures. 
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aMly eyes fail with tears, 
My heart is troubled; 
bMy bile is poured on the ground 
Because of the destruction of the 
daughter of my people, 
Because cthe children and the infants 
Faint in the streets of the city. 


12. They say to their mothers, 
“Where is grain and wine?” 
As they swoon like the wounded 
In the streets of the city, 
As their life is poured out 
In their mothers’ bosom. 


13 How shall I 4console you? 

To what shall I liken you, 

O daughter of Jerusalem? 

What shall I compare with you, that I 
may comfort you, 

O virgin daughter of Zion? 

For your ruin is spread wide as the 
sea; 

Who can heal you? 


14 Your eprophets have seen for you 
False and deceptive visions; 
They have not funcovered your iniquity, 
To bring back your captives, 
But have envisioned for you false 
prophecies and delusions. 


15 All who pass by "clap their hands at 
you; 
They hiss ‘and shake their heads 
At the daughter of Jerusalem: 
“Ts this the city that is called 
i‘The perfection of beauty, 
The joy of the whole earth’?” 


16 kA]] your enemies have opened their 
mouth against you; 
They hiss and gnash their teeth. 
They say, '“We have swallowed her up! 
Surely this is the "day we have waited 
for; 
We have found it, "we have seen it!” 


17 The LORD has done what He °purposed; 

He has fulfilled His word 

Which He commanded in days of old. 

He has thrown down and has not 
pitied, 

And He has caused an enemy to 
Prejoice over you; 

He has exalted the horn of your 
adversaries. 
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18 Their heart cried out to the Lord, 
“O wall of the daughter of Zion, 
aLet tears run down like a river day and 
night; 
Give yourself no relief; 
Give your eyes no rest. 


19 “Arise, ‘cry out in the night, 
At the beginning of the watches; 
sPour out your heart like water before 

the face of the Lord. 

Lift your hands toward Him 

For the life of your young children, 

Who faint from hunger tat the head of 
every street.” 


20 “See, O LORD, and consider! 
To whom have You done this? 
uShould the women eat their offspring, 
The children they have cuddled?* 
Should the priest and prophet be slain 
In the sanctuary of the Lord? 


21 “Young and old lie 
On the ground in the streets; 
My virgins and my young men 
Have fallen by the “sword; 
You have slain them in the day of Your 
anger, 
You have slaughtered and not pitied. 


22 “You have invited as to a feast day 
xThe terrors that surround me. 
In the day of the LORD’s anger 
There was no refugee or survivor. 
yThose whom I have borne and 
brought up 
My enemies have Zdestroyed.” 


The Prophet's Anguish and Hope 
Iam the man who has seen affliction 
by the rod of His wrath. 
2 He has led me and made me walk 
In darkness and not in light. 
3 Surely He has turned His hand 
against me 
Time and time again throughout the 
day. 


4 Hehas aged «my flesh and my skin, 
And >broken my bones. 
5 He has besieged me 
And surrounded me with bitterness 
and woe. 


*2:20 Vulgate reads a span long. 


2:15 shake their heads. This was a common expres- 
sion of derision (Ps. 22:7; 109:25; Jer. 19:8). Losing face 
in the ancient Middle East was a terrible evil. 

2:18 O wall. The wall of the people’s hearts was more 
impenetrable than the wall of the city of Jerusalem 
(2:7-8). 

2:19 Arise. The call is for people to awaken and 
scream for mercy from the Lord. Lift your hands. This 
refers to a posture of prayer (1:17; Ps. 134:2). 

2:20 Should the women eat their offspring. So 
desperate were the scenes of starvation in Jerusalem 
that women actually fought over whose deceased 
child would be eaten next. 


3:4 He has aged my flesh and my skin. This imagery 
suggests the ebbing and wasting away of Jeremiah’s 
ife and that of the nation. 
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6 cHe has set me in dark places 
Like the dead of long ago. 


7 dHe has hedged me in so that I cannot 
get out; 
He has made my chain heavy. 
8 Even ewhen I cry and shout, 
He shuts out my prayer. 
9 Hehas blocked my ways with hewn 
stone; 
He has made my paths crooked. 


10 fHe has been to me a bear lying in wait, 
Like a lion in ambush. 
He has turned aside my ways and 
storn me in pieces; 
He has made me desolate. 
12 He has bent His bow 
And "set me up as a target for the 
arrow. 
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13 He has caused ‘the arrows of His 
quiver 
To pierce my loins.* 
14 [have become the ‘ridicule of all my 
people— 
kTheir taunting song all the day. 
15 !He has filled me with bitterness, 
He has made me drink wormwood. 


16 He has also broken my teeth "with 
gravel, 
And covered me with ashes. 
17 You have moved my soul far from 
peace; 
I have forgotten prosperity. 
18 nAnd I said, “My strength and my hope 
Have perished from the LORD.” 


19 Remember my affliction and roaming, 
oThe wormwood and the gall. 
20 My soul still remembers 
And sinks within me. 
21 This I recall to my mind, 
Therefore I have vhope. 


22 aThrough the LORD’s mercies we are 
not consumed, 
Because His compassions ‘fail not. 
23 They are new severy morning; 
Great is Your faithfulness. 


24 “The LorD is my ‘portion,” says my 
soul, 
“Therefore I “hope in Him!” 


25 The LORD is good to those who vwait 
for Him, 
To the soul who seeks Him. 
It is good that one should “hope *and 
wait quietly 
For the salvation of the LORD. 
yIt is good for a man to bear 
The yoke in his youth. 
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zLet him sit alone and keep silent, 
Because God has laid it on him; 
aL_et him put his mouth in the dust— 
There may yet be hope. 
bLet him give his cheek to the one who 
strikes him, 
And be full of reproach. 
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31 cFor the Lord will not cast off forever. 
32. Though He causes grief, 
Yet He will show compassion 
According to the multitude of His 
mercies. 
33 For 4He does not afflict willingly, 
Nor grieve the children of men. 


34 To crush under one’s feet 
All the prisoners of the earth, 
35 To turn aside the justice due a man 
Before the face of the Most High, 
36 Or subvert a man in his cause— 
eThe Lord does not approve. 


37 Who is he fwho speaks and it comes to 
pass, 
When the Lord has not commanded it? 
8 Is it not from the mouth of the Most 
High 
That ¢woe and well-being proceed? 
39 hWhy should a living man complain, 
iA man for the punishment of his 
sins? 


ow 


40 Let us search out and examine our 
ways, 
And turn back to the LORD; 


* 3:13 Literally kidneys 


3:9 He has blocked my ways with hewn stone. A 
common practice of the Assyrians was to wall up pris- 
oners in extremely confined places and leave them 
to die. 

3:15 drink wormwood. This was a bitter herb used to 
flavor some drinks. 

3:16 He has also broken my teeth with gravel. The 
people had sensed that they were so associated with 
dust and sackcloth—symbols of mourning—that 


sionate character of God dominates the wreckage of 
every other institution and office. God remains “full of 
grace and truth’ in every situation (Ex. 34:6; John 1:14). 
3:29 put his mouth in the dust. This expression is a 
figure of speech for conquest. The phrase pictures a 
captive lying face down with the conqueror’s foot on 
his back. 


it was as though they fed on dirt. The dust became 
gravel which broke the people's teeth. 

3:22 Because His compassions fail not. This verse 
seems to contradict all that had been written up to 
this point (2:1-5). Yet the very fact that there was a 
prophet left to write these words and a remnant left 
to read them showed that not every person in Jerusa- 
lem had been consumed. 

3:23 Great is Your faithfulness. Here is the heart of 
the Book of Lamentations. The comforting, compas- 
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41 iLet us lift our hearts and hands 
To God in heaven. 

42 kWe have transgressed and rebelled; 
You have not pardoned. 


43 You have covered Yourself with anger 
And pursued us; 
You have slain and not pitied. 
44 You have covered Yourself with a 
cloud, 
That prayer should not pass through. 
45 You have made us an /offscouring and 
refuse 
In the midst of the peoples. 


46mA]l our enemies 
Have opened their mouths against us. 
47 nFear and a snare have come upon us, 
°Desolation and destruction. 
48 pMy eyes overflow with rivers of water 
For the destruction of the daughter of 
my people. 


49 aMy eyes flow and do not cease, 
Without interruption, 
50 Till the LORD from heaven 
‘Looks down and sees. 
51 My eyes bring suffering to my soul 
Because of all the daughters of my city. 


52 My enemies swithout cause 
Hunted me down like a bird. 
53 They silenced* my life ‘in the pit 
And “threw stones at me. 
54 vThe waters flowed over my head; 
WI said, “Iam cut off!” 


55 x] called on Your name, O LORD, 
From the lowest Ypit. 
56 zYou have heard my voice: 
“Do not hide Your ear 
From my sighing, from my cry for 
help.” 
57 You 4drew near on the day I called on 
You, 
And said, >“Do not fear!” 


58 O Lord, You have cpleaded the case for 
my soul; 
4You have redeemed my life. 
59 © LORD, You have seen how Iam 
wronged; 
eJudge my case. 
60 You have seen all their vengeance, 
All their fschemes against me. 
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61 You have heard their reproach, 
O LorD, 
All their schemes against me, 
62 The lips of my enemies 
And their whispering against me all 
the day. 
63 Look at their ¢sitting down and their 
rising up; 
Iam their taunting song. 
64 hRepay them, O LORD, 
According to the work of their hands. 
65 Give them a veiled* heart; 
Your curse be upon them! 
66 In Your anger, 
Pursue and destroy them 
‘From under the heavens of the ‘LORD. 


The Degradation of Zion 
How the gold has become dim! 
How changed the fine gold! 
The stones of the sanctuary are 
scattered 
At the head of every street. 


2 The precious sons of Zion, 
Valuable as fine gold, 
How they are regarded @as clay pots, 
The work of the hands of the potter! 


3 Even the jackals present their breasts 
To nurse their young; 
But the daughter of my people is cruel, 
bLike ostriches in the wilderness. 


4 The tongue of the infant clings 
To the roof of its mouth for thirst; 
cThe young children ask for bread, 
But no one breaks it for them. 


5 Those who ate delicacies 
Are desolate in the streets; 
Those who were brought up in scarlet 
dE mbrace ash heaps. 


6 The punishment of the iniquity of the 
daughter of my people 
Is greater than the punishment of the 
esin of Sodom, 
Which was foverthrown in a moment, 
With no hand to help her! 


* 3:53 Septuagint reads put to death. 
* 3:65 A Jewish tradition reads sorrow of. 


3:44 with a cloud. So long as sin festered, God's 
wrath was a cloud or veil through which no prayer 
could penetrate—including the prayers of the peo- 
ple and the prayers of Jeremiah. 

3:52-54 silenced my life in the pit. Jeremiah speaks 
not only of his own experience of being cast into a pit 
(Jer. 38:4—6), but also of his pain and grief over the 
wretched condition of his fellow countrymen. The pit 
is a metaphor for the grave or extreme danger (Ps. 
28:1; 40:2). 

3:64-66 Repay them. The request for divine vindi- 
cation is an expression of a longing for God's righ- 
teousness and the success of His kingdom and His 
truth. 

4:1-2 stones of the sanctuary are scattered. The 


Babylonian army looted the temple and overturned 
all its huge stones. 

4:4 The tongue of the infant. The theme of thirsting 
and starving children is revisited (2:11-13). 
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7 Her Nazirites* were brighter than 
snow 
And whiter than milk; 
They were more ruddy in body than 
rubies, 
Like sapphire in their appearance. 


8 Now their appearance is blacker than 
soot; 
They go unrecognized in the streets; 
£Their skin clings to their bones, 
It has become as dry as wood. 


9 Those slain by the sword are better off 
Than those who die of hunger; 
For these "pine away, 
Stricken for lack of the fruits of the 
ifield. 


10 The hands of the icompassionate 
women 
Have cooked their *own children; 
They became 'food for them 
In the destruction of the daughter of 
my people. 


ll The LORD has fulfilled His fury, 
mHe has poured out His fierce anger. 
nHe kindled a fire in Zion, 

And it has devoured its foundations. 


12 The kings of the earth, 
And all inhabitants of the world, 
Would not have believed 
That the adversary and the enemy 
Could °enter the gates of Jerusalem— 


13 pBecause of the sins of her prophets 
And the iniquities of her priests, 
aWho shed in her midst 
The blood of the just. 


4 They wandered blind in the streets; 
'They have defiled themselves with 
blood, 
sSo that no one would touch their 
garments. 


15 They cried out to them, 
“Go away, tunclean! 
Go away, £0 away, 
Do not touch us!” 
When they fled and wandered, 
Those among the nations said, 
“They shall no longer dwell here.” 


16 The face* of the LORD scattered 
them; 
He no longer regards them. 


UThe people do not respect the 
priests 
Nor show favor to the elders. 


17 Still vour eyes failed us, 
Watching vainly for our help; 
In our watching we watched 
For a nation that could not save us. 


18 wThey tracked our steps 
So that we could not walk in our 
streets. 
xOur end was near; 
Our days were over, 
For our end had come. 


19 Our pursuers were Yswifter 
Than the eagles of the heavens. 
They pursued us on the mountains 
And lay in wait for us in the 
wilderness. 


20 The 2breath of our nostrils, the 
anointed of the LORD, 
aWas caught in their pits, 
Of whom we said, “Under his shadow 
We shall live among the nations.” 


21 Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of 
bEdom, 
You who dwell in the land of Uz! 
cThe cup shall also pass over to you 
And you shall become drunk and 
make yourself naked. 


22 dThe punishment of your iniquity is 

accomplished, 

O daughter of Zion; 

He will no longer send you into 
captivity. 

eHe will punish your iniquity, 
O daughter of Edom; 
He will uncover your sins! 


Prayer for Restoration 
Remember, ¢O LorRD, what has come 
upon us; 
Look, and behold “our reproach! 
2 cOur inheritance has been turned over 
to aliens, 
And our houses to foreigners. 
3 We have become orphans and waifs, 
Our mothers are like widows. 


4 We pay for the water we drink, 
And our wood comes at a price. 


*4:7 Ornobles *4:16 Targum reads anger. 


4:10 cooked their own children. This verse describes 
the horrible effects of the long siege that were 
alluded to in 2:20. This unimaginable horror could 
only have occurred in the most inhumane conditions 
of human suffering. 

5:2-3 Our inheritance. The Promised Land had 
been a gift from the Lord to Abraham. This inher- 
itance was a kind of “down payment” on the future 
reign of God that would include the restoration of 
His people to that land. God demonstrated that He 
owned all nations and that Israel was to be His instru- 
ment for blessing all the nations on the earth. Yet in 


their present condition, the people of Israel seemed 
to be the most helpless of all peoples. 
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5 eThey pursue at our heels;* 
We labor and have no rest. 
6 fWe have given our hand 8to the 
Egyptians 
And the "Assyrians, to be satisfied 
with bread. 


7 iOur fathers sinned and are no more, 
But we bear their iniquities. 
8 Servants rule over us; 
There is none to deliver us from their 
hand. 
9 We get our bread at the risk of our 
lives, 
Because of the sword in the 
wilderness. 


10 Our skin is hot as an oven, 

Because of the fever of famine. 

They jravished the women in Zion, 

The maidens in the cities of Judah. 

12 Princes were hung up by their hands, 
And elders were not respected. 

13 Young men kground at the millstones; 
Boys staggered under loads of wood. 

14 The elders have ceased gathering at 

the gate, 
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And the young men from their 
Tmusic. 


15 The joy of our heart has ceased; 
Our dance has turned into 
mmourning. 
16 nThe crown has fallen from our head. 
Woe to us, for we have sinned! 
17 Because of this our heart is faint; 
Because of these things our eyes grow 
dim; 
18 Because of Mount Zion which is 
>desolate, 
With foxes walking about on it. 


19 You, O LORD, ¢remain forever; 
rYour throne from generation to 
generation. 
20 sWhy do You forget us forever, 
And forsake us for so long a time? 
21 tTurn us back to You, O LORD, and we 
will be restored; 
Renew our days as of old, 
22 Unless You have utterly rejected us, 
And are very angry with us! 


*5:5 Literally necks 


5:10 Our skin is hot as an oven. Disease would have 
been rampant during the siege. 

5:16 The crown has fallen from our head. This 
phrase expresses the loss of Judah's position of honor. 
5:17 our heartis faint... our eyes grow dim. The nor- 
mal zest for life was gone. Death would be better than 
a horrible existence during the siege of Jerusalem. 
5:18 foxes walking about on it. The idea of wild ani- 
mals roaming the holy city where the people of God 
once came in glad worship was the final indignity. 


5:19 You, O Lorb, remain forever. God's eternal rule 
and reign are a hope and support during the bleakest 
moments of suffering and despair (Ps. 80:1; 103:19). 
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THE BOOK OF 


EZEKIEL 


> AUTHOR: There is strong evidence in favor of Ezekiel’s authorship of this book. 
The first person singular is used throughout the book, indicating that it is the work 
of one person. This person is actually identified in 1:3 and 24:24 as Ezekiel. The unity 
and integrity of Ezekiel’s prophetic record are supported and the style, language, 
and thematic development are consistent throughout the book. Like Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel was a priest who was called to be a prophet of the Lord. Ezekiel was priv- 
ileged to receive a number of visions of the power and plan of God, and he was 
careful and artistic in his written presentation. 

> TIME: c. 592-570 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Ezek. 36:33-35 

> THEME: Ezekiel was an exilic prophet, meaning he prophesied to the exiles 
in Babylon. He was one of the 10,000 taken there by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.c. 
(2 Kin. 24:14). The book contains a series of prophetic messages, which represents a 
lifetime of ministry to the exiles in Babylon. Ezekiel sees himself as a watchman or 
lookout, compelled to warn people of coming danger and of the need for personal 
responsibility to an awesome, all-seeing, all-knowing God. The last half of the book 
is more concerned with encouraging the people to hope for God’s promise of res- 
toration back to the land of Israel. The restoration of the temple is a key element of 


chapters 40-48. 


Ezekiel’s Vision of God 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, 

in the fourth month, on the fifth day of 
the month, as I was among the captives by 
athe River Chebar, that >the heavens were 
opened and I saw cvisions* of God. 2On the 
fifth day of the month, which was in the 
fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity, 
3the word of the LORD came expressly to 
Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the 
land of the Chaldeans* by the River Che- 
bar; and ¢the hand of the LORD was upon 
him there. 

4Then I looked, and behold, ¢a whirl- 
wind was coming fout of the north, a great 
cloud with raging fire engulfing itself; and 
brightness was all around it and radiating 


out of its midst like the color of amber, out 
of the midst of the fire. 5*Also from with- 
in it came the likeness of four living crea- 
tures. And "this was their appearance: they 
had ‘the likeness of a man. ®Each one had 
four faces, and each one had four wings. 
7Their legs were straight, and the soles of 
their feet were like the soles of calves’ feet. 
They sparkled ‘like the color of burnished 
bronze. 8?The hands of a man were under 
their wings on their four sides; and each of 
the four had faces and wings. Their wings 


* 1:1 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, 
and Vulgate; Syriac and Targum read a vision. 
* 1:3 Or Babylonians, and so elsewhere in this 
book 


1:1 in the thirtieth year. This most likely refers to 
Ezekiel's age. He was preparing to become a priest 
when the Babylonians attacked Judah in 597 B.c. 
| saw visions of God. As with all the true prophets 
of ancient Israel, the visitation of God was at His ini- 
tiative, calling certain people to special responsibil- 
ities. The word “vision” is derived from the common 
Hebrew verb meaning “to see,” rather than from the 
specific verb used for prophetic vision as in Isaiah 1. 
1:3 the word of the Lorb. Ezekiel uses this introduc- 
tory phrase 50 times in this book. It always introduces 
a divine message and sometimes a new section. 
Ezekiel. The name comes from the verb meaning “to 
seize, to hold fast,” coupled with the term meaning 
“God.” Thus Ezekiel’s name indicates that he was a 
man whom God had seized. 


1:4 whirlwind ... great cloud ... fire engulfing 
itself. Compare the descriptions of divine appear- 
ance in Exodus 19:16—20; Psalm 18:7—15; and Micah 
1:2-4, 

1:5 four living creatures. These creatures are related 
to the cherubim—celestial beings associated with 
God’s holiness and glory, and sometimes poetically 
with storm winds upon which God travels (Ps. 18:10). 
There are two basic approaches to understanding 
them: as a highly symbolic representation of deity, 
or as highly symbolic representations of angelic 


1:1 7 Ezek. 3:15, 23; 10:15 © Rev. 4:1; 19:11 “Ezek. 8:3 

1:3 4Ezek. 3:14,22  1:4¢ Jer. 23:19; 25:32 fJer. 1:14 

1:59 Rev. 4:6-8 "Ezek. 10:8 ‘Ezek. 10:14 1:7/Dan. 10:6 
1:8 «Ezek. 10:8, 21 


touched one another. The creatures did not 
turn when they went, but each one went 
straight ‘forward. 

10As for ™the likeness of their faces, 
each "had the face of a man; each of the 
four had °the face of a lion on the right side, 
peach of the four had the face of an ox on 
the left side, aand each of the four had the 
face of an eagle. !!Thus were their faces. 
Their wings stretched upward; two wings 
of each one touched one another, and 'two 
covered their bodies. !12And seach one went 
straight forward; they went wherever the 
spirit wanted to go, and they did not turn 
when they went. 

1BAs for the likeness of the living crea- 
tures, their appearance was like burning 
coals of fire, ‘like the appearance of torch- 
es going back and forth among the living 
creatures. The fire was bright, and out of 
the fire went lightning. And the living 
creatures ran back and forth, “in appear- 
ance like a flash of lightning. 

15Now as I looked at the living crea- 
tures, behold, ’a wheel was on the earth 
beside each living creature with its four 
faces. 16~The appearance of the wheels 
and their workings was *like the color of 
beryl, and all four had the same likeness. 
The appearance of their workings was, as 
it were, a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 
17When they moved, they went toward any 
one of four directions; they did not turn 
aside when they went. !8As for their rims, 
they were so high they were awesome; and 
their rims were full of eyes, all around the 
four of them. 197When the living creatures 
went, the wheels went beside them; and 
when the living creatures were lifted up 
from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 
20Wherever the spirit wanted to go, they 
went, because there the spirit went; and 
the wheels were lifted together with them, 
afor the spirit of the living creatures* was 
in the wheels. 21When those went, these 
went; when those stood, these stood; and 
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when those were lifted up from the earth, 
the wheels were lifted up together with 
them, for the spirit of the living creatures* 
was in the wheels. 

22bThe likeness of the firmament above 
the heads of the living creatures* was like 
the color of an awesome crystal, stretched 
out dover their heads. 23And under the fir- 
mament their wings spread out straight, 
one toward another. Each one had two 
which covered one side, and each one had 
two which covered the other side of the 
body. 24eWhen they went, I heard the noise 
of their wings, /like the noise of many wa- 
ters, like sthe voice of the Almighty, a tu- 
mult like the noise of an army; and when 
they stood still, they let down their wings. 
25A voice came from above the firmament 
that was over their heads; whenever they 
stood, they let down their wings. 

26hAnd above the firmament over their 
heads was the likeness of a throne, ‘in ap- 
pearance like a sapphire stone; on the like- 
ness of the throne was a likeness with the 
appearance of a man high above iit. 27Also 
from the appearance of His waist and up- 
ward #I saw, as it were, the color of amber 
with the appearance of fire all around 
within it; and from the appearance of His 
waist and downward I saw, as it were, the 
appearance of fire with brightness all 
around. 28/Like the appearance of a rain- 
bow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the 
appearance of the brightness all around it. 
mThis was the appearance of the likeness 
of the glory of the LORD. 


Ezekiel Sent to Rebellious Israel 
So when I saw it, "I fell on my face, and 
Theard a voice of One speaking. 


* 1:20 Literally living creature; Septuagint and 
Vulgate read spirit of life; Targum reads creatures. 
* 1:21 Literally living creature; Septuagint and 
Vulgate read spirit of life; Targum reads creatures. 
* 1:22 Following Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text reads living creature. 


beings who serve in God’s presence. Probably they 
are angels, since God Himself is not revealed until the 
end of the section (v. 26). 

1:10 man... lion... ox... eagle. Composite fan- 
tastic figures in these classic combinations have been 
found in Mesopotamian and Egyptian iconography. 
The idealized strengths of each figure were thus pre- 
sumed to reside in these living beings. 

1:18 rims... fullof eyes. The wheels had an exquisite 
beauty and an animate intelligence. 

1:19-21 spirit... in the wheels. The prophet 
stresses the association of the wheels with the liv- 
ing beings, as well as the beings’ ability to travel 
where they wished. It appears that the wheels rep- 
resented the flexibility and mobility of the living 
beings. This is a pictorial representation of God's 
omnipresence. 

1:24 Almighty. This is the divine name Shaddai, most 
likely based on a word meaning “mountain,” to sug- 
gest God’s omnipotence and majesty (10:5). 

1:26 throne. While Isaiah describes the elevation 


of the Lord’s throne (Is. 6:1), Ezekiel focuses on its 
beauty. 

1:27-28 glory of the Lorb. The “glory” indicates the 
wonder, majesty, and worthiness of the living God. 
Amid the wheels, the beings, the colors, and the 
dazzling light was a figure who appeared like a man 
(v. 26). Compare the vision of Daniel who saw One 
“like the Son of Man” (Dan. 7:13). I fell on my face. 
The prophet’s response was to fall down in worship 
and submission. All believers should recognize God's 
great glory and fall down in humble submission 
before Him (Phil. 2:10-11). 
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And He said to me, “Son of man, “stand 

on your feet, and I will speak to you.” 
2Then >the Spirit entered me when He 
spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I 
heard Him who spoke to me. And He said 
to me: “Son of man, I am sending you to 
the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation 
that has crebelled against Me; ¢they and 
their fathers have transgressed against Me 
to this very day. 4¢For they are impudent 
and stubborn children. Iam sending you to 
them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord GoD.’ As for them, whether they 
hear or whether they refuse—for they are 
a £rebellious house—yet they "will know 
that a prophet has been among them. 

6“And you, son of man, ido not be afraid 
of them nor be afraid of their words, though 
ibriers and thorns are with you and you 
dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid 
of their words or dismayed by their looks, 
'though they are a rebellious house. 7™You 
shall speak My words to them, whether 
they hear or whether they refuse, for they 
are rebellious. 8But you, son of man, hear 
what I say to you. Do not be rebellious like 
that rebellious house; open your mouth and 
neat what I give you.” 

§SNow when I looked, there was °a hand 
stretched out to me; and behold, ”a scroll 
of a book was in it. !©Then He spread it 
before me; and there was writing on the 
inside and on the outside, and written on it 
were lamentations and mourning and woe. 

Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, 

eat what you find; ¢eat this scroll, and 
go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I 
opened my mouth, and He caused me to 
eat that scroll. 

3And He said to me, “Son of man, feed 


your belly, and fill your stomach with this 
scroll that I give you.” So I »ate, and it was 
in my mouth like honey in sweetness. 

4Then He said to me: “Son of man, go 
to the house of Israel and speak with My 
words to them. 5For you are not sent to a 
people of unfamiliar speech and of hard 
language, but to the house of Israel, not 
to many people of unfamiliar speech and 
of hard language, whose words you can- 
not understand. Surely, “had I sent you 
to them, they would have listened to you. 
7But the house of Israel will not listen to 
you, “because they will not listen to Me; 
ffor all the house of Israel are impudent 
and hard-hearted. Behold, I have made 
your face strong against their faces, and 
your forehead strong against their fore- 
heads. 98Like adamant stone, harder than 
flint, I have made your forehead; "do not 
be afraid of them, nor be dismayed at their 
looks, though they are a rebellious house.” 

10Moreover He said to me: “Son of man, 
receive into your heart all My words that 
I speak to you, and hear with your ears. 
And go, get to the captives, to the children 
of your people, and speak to them and tell 
them, ‘‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ whether 
they hear, or whether they refuse.” 

12Then ithe Spirit lifted me up, and I 
heard behind me a great thunderous voice: 
“Blessed is the *glory of the LORD from 
His place!” 13] also heard the 'noise of the 
wings of the living creatures that touched 
one another, and the noise of the wheels 
beside them, and a great thunderous noise. 
4So the Spirit lifted me up and took me 
away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat 
of my spirit; but ™the hand of the LORD 
was strong upon me. Then I came to the 


2:1 Son of man. Ezekiel uses this phrase more than 
90 times to refer to himself. It emphasizes his human- 
ity in his God-given role as a spokesman for God. The 
meaning of the phrase is “human one.” In the Old 
Testament, only Daniel 7:13 and 8:17 also employ this 
phrase. In the New Testament, “Son of Man” is used 
frequently by Jesus for Himself. With this phrase Jesus 
was calling Himself “the Human One”—the long- 
awaited Messiah who came as God in the flesh (Luke 
21:27; John 1:14; 2 John 7). 

2:2 the Spirit entered me. This reference to the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in God's prophet is 
of great importance. The visions and messages of 
Ezekiel were revelations from the living God. 

2:5 they are a rebellious house. God told Ezekiel to 
take His Word to the sons of Israel. These people were 
to hear what the Lord Himself was to say to them. Lis- 
tening or not listening, belief or unbelief, would not 
change what was spoken. Our belief or unbelief has 
no effect on what God tells us or what the Bible says. 
His word remains true. By its very nature, it is worthy 
of belief. 

2:6 briers...thorns...scorpions. These images viv- 
idly portray the nature of the rebellious opponents of 
Ezekiel's warnings. God told Ezekiel not to allow fear 
to hinder his message, whether or not the message 
was wanted (v. 7). 


2:10 lamentations and mourning and woe. The 
unusual feature of writing on both sides of a scroll 
indicates the magnitude of the nation’s transgres- 
sions and its need for words of grief (Zech. 5:3; Rev. 
5:1). Although Ezekiel would later bring words of 
comfort and consolation (chs. 33-48), his first proph- 
ecies from God contained only sorrow and sadness. 
3:1-3 eat this scroll. The symbolic act of eating the 
scroll demonstrated that Ezekiel internalized the 
message in preparation for speaking to the people. 
3:8-9 | have made your face strong against their 
faces. There may have been an intentional pun on 
Ezekiel’s name, which means “strongly seized by 
God” (1:3) or “God strengthens.” Double meanings in 
biblical names are common. 

3:14 | went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit. 
Ezekiel’s human perspective caused him to focus on 
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captives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the Riv- 
er Chebar; and "I sat where they sat, and 
remained there astonished among them 
seven days. 


Ezekiel Is aWatchman 

16Now it ocame to pass at the end of seven 
days that the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 17°“Son of man, I have made you 
4a watchman for the house of Israel; there- 
fore hear a word from My mouth, and give 
them "warning from Me: !8When I say to 
the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you 
give him no warning, nor speak to warn 
the wicked from his wicked way, to save 
his life, that same wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity; but his blood I will require at 
your hand. 19Yet, if you warn the wicked, 
and he does not turn from his wickedness, 
nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his 
iniquity; ‘but you have delivered your soul. 

20“A gain, when a “righteous man turns 
from his righteousness and commits in- 
iquity, and I lay a stumbling block before 
him, he shall die; because you did not give 
him warning, he shall die in his sin, and 
his righteousness which he has done shall 
not be remembered; but his blood I will re- 
quire at your hand. 2!Nevertheless if you 
warn the righteous man that the righteous 
should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall 
surely live because he took warning; also 
you will have delivered your soul.” 

22vThen the hand of the LORD was upon 
me there, and He said to me, “Arise, go out 
winto the plain, and there I shall talk with 
you.” 

23So I arose and went out into the plain, 
and behold, *the glory of the LORD stood 
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there, like the glory which I Ysaw by 
the River Chebar; Zand I fell on my face. 
24Then “the Spirit entered me and set me 
on my feet, and spoke with me and said to 
me: “Go, shut yourself inside your house. 
25And you, O son of man, surely »they will 
put ropes on you and bind you with them, 
so that you cannot go out among them. 26] 
will make your tongue cling to the roof of 
your mouth, so that you shall be mute and 
anot be one to rebuke them, ¢for they are a 
rebellious house. 27/But when I speak with 
you, I will open your mouth, and you shall 
say to them, 2‘Thus says the Lord Gop.’ He 
who hears, let him hear; and he who refus- 
es, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious 
house. 


The Siege of Jerusalem Portrayed 
“You also, son of man, take a clay tab- 
let and lay it before you, and portray 

on it a city, Jerusalem. 2¢Lay siege against 

it, build a siege wall against it, and heap 
up a mound against it; set camps against 
it also, and place battering rams against 
it all around. 3Moreover take for yourself 
an iron plate, and set it as an iron wall 
between you and the city. Set your face 
against it, and it shall be ‘besieged, and 
you shall lay siege against it. ¢This will be 

a sign to the house of Israel. 

4“Lie also on your left side, and lay the 
iniquity of the house of Israel upon it. Ac- 
cording to the number of the days that 
you lie on it, you shall bear their iniquity. 
5For I have laid on you the years of their 
iniquity, according to the number of the 
days, three hundred and ninety days; eso 
you shall bear the iniquity of the house 


the distasteful calling of delivering a message that 
would not be well received. The prophet was angry 
and appalled. But God was present to help him deal 
with these feelings and then move him on to live and 
work among the captives. 

3:17 a watchman. He stood on the city wall guard- 
ing against any external or internal threat. He would 
sound an alarm upon sighting impending danger 
(2 Sam. 18:24). God made Ezekiel a spiritual watch- 
man over His people. 

3:20 when a righteous man turns from his righ- 
teousness and commits iniquity. The prophets 
responsibility was to warn, if he saw apostasy taking 
place. If he did not, he became culpable too. Even for 
the most devoted and the most saintly, righteousness 
can become something to spurn and iniquity can 
become something to embrace. God says that repu- 
diation of righteousness leads to death. 

3:26 not be one to rebuke them. This phrase qual- 
ified what was meant by Ezekiel’s being mute. The 
idea may be better stated as “not be a legal media- 
tor.” During his “mute” period, Ezekiel would not be 
allowed to speak as a mediator on behalf of the peo- 
ple before God, their Judge. 

3:27 He who hears, let him hear. Jesus used this 
warning often in His teaching (Mark 4:23). The phras- 
ing emphasizes individual responsibility and readi- 
ness to accept the divine message. 


4:1 take a clay tablet. The tablet would have been 
soft enough to inscribe with a stylus. 

4:2 Lay siege. The city of Jerusalem would come 
under siege, meaning that the Babylonians would 
surround the city and cut off its outside supplies. 
The purpose was to starve its inhabitants into sub- 
mission. By his symbolic drawing, Ezekiel may have 
been commanded to do what other “prophets” of 
the nations might do. That is, the hired “prophets” of 
pagan nations might use such a drawing as a device 
for invoking the gods to bring about the event graph- 
ically described. In Ezekiel’s case, the drawing was the 
opposite of what the people wanted. As they sat in 
captivity, the worst news would have been that the 
holy city had been destroyed. 

4:3 an iron plate. This was a plate that Ezekiel pos- 
sessed as a priest; it was for baking grain for the grain 
offerings (Lev. 2:5; 6:21). Here its purpose was to rep- 
resent a wall between Ezekiel and the city. 
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902 Ezekiel 4:6 
of Israel. And when you have completed 
them, lie again on your right side; then you 
shall bear the iniquity of the house of Ju- 
dah forty days. I have laid on you a day for 
each year. 

7“Therefore you shall set your face to- 
ward the siege of Jerusalem; your arm 
shall be uncovered, and you shall proph- 
esy against it. 8fAnd surely I will restrain 
you so that you cannot turn from one side 
to another till you have ended the days of 
your siege. 

9“Also take for yourself wheat, barley, 
beans, lentils, millet, and spelt; put them 
into one vessel, and make bread of them 
for yourself. During the number of days 
that you lie on your side, three hundred 
and ninety days, you shall eat it. And 
your food which you eat shall be by weight, 
twenty shekels a day; from time to time you 
shall eat it. You shall also drink water by 
measure, one-sixth of a hin; from time to 
time you shall drink. 12And you shall eat 
it as barley cakes; and bake it using fuel of 
human waste in their sight.” 

13Then the LORD said, “So ¢shall the chil- 
dren of Israel eat their defiled bread among 
the Gentiles, where I will drive them.” 

M4So I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! Indeed I 
have never defiled myself from my youth 
till now; I have never eaten ‘what died of 
itself or was torn by beasts, nor has /jabom- 
inable flesh ever come into my mouth.” 

15Then He said to me, “See, I am giving 
you cow dung instead of human waste, and 
you shall prepare your bread over it.” 

16Moreover He said to me, “Son of man, 
surely I will cut off the *supply of bread in 
Jerusalem; they shall 'eat bread by weight 
and with anxiety, and shall "drink water 
by measure and with dread, !’that they 
may lack bread and water, and be dis- 
mayed with one another, and "waste away 
because of their iniquity. 


A Sword Against Jerusalem 
5 “And you, son of man, take a sharp 
sword, take it as a barber’s razor, ¢«and 
pass it over your head and your beard; 
then take scales to weigh and divide the 
hair. 2You shall burn with fire one-third 
in the midst of cthe city, when ¢the days 
of the siege are finished; then you shall 
take one-third and strike around it with 
the sword, and one-third you shall scatter 
in the wind: I will draw out a sword after 
ethem. 3fYou shall also take a small number 
of them and bind them in the edge of your 
garment. 4Then take some of them again 
and sthrow them into the midst of the fire, 
and burn them in the fire. From there a fire 
will go out into all the house of Israel. 
5“Thus says the Lord Gop: ‘This is Je- 
rusalem; I have set her in the midst of the 
nations and the countries all around her. 
6She has rebelled against My judgments by 
doing wickedness more than the nations, 
and against My statutes more than the 
countries that are all around her; for they 
have refused My judgments, and they have 
not walked in My statutes.’ 7Therefore thus 
says the Lord Gob: ‘Because you have mul- 
tiplied disobedience more than the nations 
that are all around you, have not walked 
in My statutes “nor kept My judgments, 
nor even done* according to the judgments 
of the nations that are all around you’— 
8therefore thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Indeed 
I, even I, am against you and will execute 
judgments in your midst in the sight of the 
nations. %And I will do among you what 
I have never done, and the like of which 
I will never do again, because of all your 
abominations. 10Therefore fathers ishall 
eat their sons in your midst, and sons shall 


*5:7 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, Tar- 
gum, and Vulgate; many Hebrew manuscripts and 
Syriac read but have done (compare 11:12). 


4:7 set your face toward the siege. As horrible 
as it was, the siege ultimately showed God's faith- 
fulness to His covenant established in the days of 
Moses—that idolatry and disobedience would bring 
curses, which would include being conquered, cap- 
tured and removed from the land (Deut. 28:15-68). 
4:8 restrain you. Ezekiel was bound while lying on 
either side for the entire 430 days, but the activities 
described in Ezekiel 4:9-17 show that lying down and 
being tied up occurred only during parts of each day. 
4:17 waste away because of their iniquity. The 
people had broken their covenant with God, and He 
had no choice but to bring upon them the promised 
consequences of their disobedience (Lev. 26:14-29). 
5:1 a barber's razor, and pass it over your head and 
your beard. Shaving the head was an act showing 
shame or disgrace in Hebrew culture (7:18). It also 
represented a type of pagan mourning forbidden by 
the law (27:31). Shaving the head was a mark of defile- 
ment, making a priest like Ezekiel ritually unclean, 
and so unable to perform his duties in the temple 
(Lev. 21:5). This message was telling the people that 
they were about to be humiliated and defiled. 


5:2 one-third. Each citizen of Jerusalem would suffer 
one of the three fates depicted by each of the three 
mounds of hair: (1) some would be burned along with 
the city or would die from plague, famine, or other 
siege conditions (5:12; 2 Kin. 25:9); (2) some would be 
murdered by the sword during the attack (5:12; 2 Kin. 
25:18-21); and (3) some would be scattered in the 
wind—referring to the exile (5:12; 2 Kin. 25:11-17). 

5:9-17 what I have never done. The elements in 
God's judgment on the people for their sins can be 
enumerated in this way: (1) a judgment that will 
be worse in extent than ever before; (2) a terrible 
famine that will lead to cannibalism; (3) pestilence, 
meaning plagues and diseases associated with fam- 
ine; (4) violent death by sword or wild beasts; and 
5) the scattering and killing of a remnant. These 
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eat their fathers; and I will execute judg- 
ments among you, and all of you who re- 
main I will &scatter to all the winds. 

1Therefore, as I live,’ says the Lord 
GOD, ‘surely, because you have ‘defiled My 
sanctuary with all your "detestable things 
and with all your abominations, therefore 
I will also diminish you; "My eye will not 
spare, nor will I have any pity. !20One-third 
of you shall die of the pestilence, and be 
consumed with famine in your midst; and 
one-third shall fall by the sword all around 
you; and PI will scatter another third to all 
the winds, and I will draw out a sword after 
athem. 

13‘Thus shall My anger "be spent, and I 
will scause My fury to rest upon them, tand 
I will be avenged; “and they shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken it in My zeal, 
when I have spent My fury upon them. 
14Moreover YI will make you a waste and 
a reproach among the nations that are all 
around you, in the sight of all who pass by. 

15‘So it* shall be a “reproach, a taunt, 
a xlesson, and an astonishment to the na- 
tions that are all around you, when I exe- 
cute judgments among you in anger and in 
fury and in Yfurious rebukes. I, the LORD, 
have spoken. 16When I zsend against them 
the terrible arrows of famine which shall 
be for destruction, which I will send to de- 
stroy you, I will increase the famine upon 
you and cut off your “supply of bread. !7So 
I will send against you famine and wild 
beasts, and they will bereave you. ¢Pesti- 
lence and blood shall pass through you, 
and I will bring the sword against you. I, 
the LORD, have spoken.’” 


Judgment on Idolatrous Israel 

Now the word of the LORD came to me, 

saying: 2“Son of man, “set your face to- 
ward the mountains of Israel, and prophe- 
sy against them, 3and say, ‘O mountains of 
Israel, hear the word of the Lord Gop! Thus 
says the Lord Gop to the mountains, to the 
hills, to the ravines, and to the valleys: 


Ezekiel6:13 @ 903 


“Indeed I, even I, will bring a sword against 
you, and ¢I will destroy your high places. 
4Then your altars shall be desolate, your 
incense altars shall be broken, and 4I will 
cast down your slain men before your idols. 
5And I will lay the corpses of the children 
of Israel before their idols, and I will scatter 
your bones all around your altars. §In all 
your dwelling places the cities shall be laid 
waste, and the high places shall be desolate, 
so that your altars may be laid waste and 
made desolate, your idols may be broken 
and made to cease, your incense altars may 
be cut down, and your works may be abol- 
ished. 7The slain shall fall in your midst, 
and ¢you shall know that I am the LORD. 
8f“Yet I will leave a remnant, so that 
you may have some who escape the sword 
among the nations, when you are £scat- 
tered through the countries. 9Then those of 
you who escape will "remember Me among 
the nations where they are carried captive, 
because ‘I was crushed by their adulterous 
heart which has departed from Me, and 
iby their eyes which play the harlot after 
their idols; *they will loathe themselves for 
the evils which they committed in all their 
abominations. !®And they shall know that 
Iam the LorD; I have not said in vain that I 
would bring this calamity upon them.” 
11‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “Pound your 
fists and stamp your feet, and say, ‘Alas, 
for all the evil abominations of the house 
of Israel! ™For they shall fall by the sword, 
by famine, and by pestilence. !12He who is 
far off shall die by the pestilence, he who is 
near shall fall by the sword, and he who re- 
mains and is besieged shall die by the fam- 
ine. "Thus will Ispend My fury upon them. 
13Then you shall know that I am the LoRD, 
when their slain are among their idols all 
around their altars, °on every high hill, »on 
all the mountaintops, “under every green 
tree, and under every thick oak, wherever 
they offered sweet incense to all their idols. 


*5:15 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read you. 


punishments would come as the result of the peo- 
ple’s idolatry. 

6:2-3 high places. These were originally elevated 
locations for worship of the god Baal and other dei- 
ties of the Canaanite pantheon. The term “high place” 
could be used of any location, whether hilltop or val- 
ley. Before entering the Promised Land, the Hebrews 
had been commanded to abolish all the high places 
where idols were worshiped (Num. 33:52). 

6:4-6 cast down your slain men... lay the 
corpses... scatter your bones. These phrases refer 
to God’s judgment. Dead people lying unburied and 
bones scattered around signify the ultimate defile- 
ment of the land. God would bring this upon them 
because they had defiled and desecrated themselves 
by worshiping in the pagan high places. 

6:13 Then you shall know that | am the Lorb. As in 
verses 7 and 10, the Lord states the purpose of the 
coming destruction of His city and many of its people. 
The use of God's personal name further emphasizes 


the intent to bring His people back to a personal, inti- 
mate relationship with Himself. 

6:13 God's Desire for Exclusiveness—God's point 
throughout the Book of Ezekiel is the same; His rela- 
tionship with us is exclusive. He doesn’t share that 
primary God-man relationship with anybody else 
or anything. As a model for exclusiveness, Ezekiel 
uses the marriage relationship. Exclusiveness is the 
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14So I will "stretch out My hand against 
them and make the land desolate, yes, 
more desolate than the wilderness toward 
sDiblah, in all their dwelling places. Then 
they shall know that I am the LORD.’”’” 


Judgment on Israel Is Near 
Moreover the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2“And you, son of man, thus 
says the Lord Gop to the land of Israel: 


a‘An end! The end has come upon the 
four corners of the land. 
3 Now the end has come upon you, 
And I will send My anger against you; 
I will judge you baccording to your ways, 
And I will repay you for all your 
abominations. 
4 cMy eye will not spare you, 
Nor will I have pity; 
But I will repay your ways, 
And your abominations will be in your 
midst; 
aThen you shall know that I am the 
LORD!’ 


5“Thus says the Lord Gop: 


‘A disaster, a singular edisaster; 
Behold, it has come! 
6 Anend has come, 
The end has come; 
It has dawned for you; 
Behold, it has come! 
7 fDoom has come to you, you who dwell 
in the land; 
£The time has come, 
A day of trouble is near, 
And not of rejoicing in the mountains. 
8 Now upon you I will soon ’pour out 
My fury, 
And spend My anger upon you; 
I will judge you according to your ways, 
And I will repay you for all your 
abominations. 


9 ‘My eye will not spare, 
Nor will I have pity; 
I will repay you according to your ways, 
And your abominations will be in your 
midst. 
Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD who strikes. 


10 ‘Behold, the day! 
Behold, it has come! 
iDoom has gone out; 
The rod has blossomed, 
Pride has budded. 
ll iViolence has risen up into a rod of 
wickedness; 
None of them shall remain, 
None of their multitude, 
None of them; 
kNor shall there be wailing for them. 
12 The time has come, 
The day draws near. 


‘Let not the buyer rejoice, 

Nor the seller "mourn, 

For wrath is on their whole 
multitude. 

13 For the seller shall not return to what 

has been sold, 

Though he may still be alive; 

For the vision concerns the whole 
multitude, 

And it shall not turn back; 

No one will strengthen himself 

Who lives in iniquity. 


14 ‘They have blown the trumpet and 
made everyone ready, 
But no one goes to battle; 
For My wrath is on all their multitude. 
15 nThe sword is outside, 
And the pestilence and famine within. 
Whoever is in the field 
Will die by the sword; 
And whoever is in the city, 
Famine and pestilence will devour 
him. 


16 ‘Those who °survive will escape and be 
on the mountains 
Like doves of the valleys, 
All of them mourning, 
Each for his iniquity. 
17 Every Phand will be feeble, 
And every knee will be as weak as 
water. 
18 They will also %be girded with 
sackcloth; 
Horror will cover them; 
Shame will be on every face, 
Baldness on all their heads. 


boundary that provides the shape to that relation- 
ship. It is the same with our relationship with God. 
When we violate God's desire for exclusiveness, we 
ruin our relationship with Him. God designed us for 
Himself alone. If we have anything less than an exclu- 
sive relationship with Him, we become less than what 
we were created to be. 

7:2-3 the end. Three uses of this key word stressed 
that the fulfillment of the prophecy was at hand. 
7:10 the rod has blossomed. The flowering of the 
rod indicates that the time to bring judgment was 
tipe. These words describe one whose time had 
come, a person marked by arrogance. In this case, 
it pictures the chosen instrument of God (Num. 
17:5) with whom He would discipline Jerusalem and 
Judah—namely Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon 


and the characteristic representative of the arrogant 
and evil Babylonians. 

7:12 Let not the buyer rejoice. The fact of coming 
judgment was so certain, and its effects would be so 
lasting and devastating, that transactions of buying 
and selling would be concluded improperly or not at 
all. 

7:16-19 Those who survive will escape. Those left 
alive would hide in the hills and be characterized by 


6:14" 1s. 5:25 S5Num. 33:46 7:27Amos 8:2, 10 

7:3 5[Rom. 2:6] 7:4¢Ezek.5:11 4Ezek. 12:20 

7:52 Kin. 21:12, 13 7:7 Ezek. 7:10 9 Zeph. 1:14, 15 
7:8" Ezek. 20:8,21 7:10/Ezek.7:7. 7:11/Jer.6:7 ‘Jer. 
16:5,6 7:12!Prov. 20:14 Is. 24:2 7:15" Jer. 14:18 
7:16 ° Ezek. 6:8; 14:22 7:17? |s.13:7  7:187Amos 8:10 


19 ‘They will throw their silver into the 

streets, 

And their gold will be like refuse; 

Their "silver and their gold will not be 
able to deliver them 

In the day of the wrath of the LORD; 

They will not satisfy their souls, 

Nor fill their stomachs, 

Because it became their stumbling 
block of iniquity. 


20 ‘As for the beauty of his ornaments, 
He set it in majesty; 
sBut they made from it 
The images of their abominations— 
Their detestable things; 
Therefore I have made it 
Like refuse to them. 
21 | will give it as ‘plunder 
Into the hands of strangers, 
And to the wicked of the earth as spoil; 
And they shall defile it. 
22 | will turn My face from them, 
And they will defile My secret place; 
For robbers shall enter it and defile it. 


23 ‘Make a chain, 
For the land is filled with crimes of 
blood, 
And the city is full of violence. 
24 Therefore I will bring the vworst of the 
Gentiles, 
And they will possess their houses; 
I will cause the pomp of the strong to 
cease, 
And their holy places shall be “defiled. 
25 Destruction comes; 
They will seek peace, but there shall 
be none. 
26 xDisaster will come upon disaster, 
And rumor will be upon rumor. 
yThen they will seek a vision from a 
prophet; 
But the law will perish from the priest, 
And counsel from the elders. 


27 ‘The king will mourn, 

The prince will be clothed with 
desolation, 

And the hands of the common people 
will tremble. 

I will do to them according to their way, 

And according to what they deserve I 
will judge them; 

Then they shall know that I am the 
LORD!’” 


Ezekiel 8:12 @ 905 


Abominations in the Temple 

And it came to pass in the sixth year, 

in the sixth month, on the fifth day of 
the month, as I sat in my house with ¢the 
elders of Judah sitting before me, that >the 
hand of the Lord Gop fell upon me there. 
2cThen I looked, and there was a likeness, 
like the appearance of fire—from the ap- 
pearance of His waist and downward, fire; 
and from His waist and upward, like the 
appearance of brightness, “like the color 
of amber. 3He estretched out the form of a 
hand, and took me by a lock of my hair; 
and fthe Spirit lifted me up between earth 
and heaven, and “brought me in visions of 
God to Jerusalem, to the door of the north 
gate of the inner court, "where the seat of 
the image of jealousy was, which ‘provokes 
to jealousy. 4And behold, the iglory of the 
God of Israel was there, like the vision that 
1 saw in the plain. 

5Then He said to me, “Son of man, lift 
your eyes now toward the north.” So I lifted 
my eyes toward the north, and there, north 
of the altar gate, was this image of jealousy 
in the entrance. 

6Furthermore He said to me, “Son of 
man, do you see what they are doing, the 
great ‘abominations that the house of Is- 
rael commits here, to make Me go far away 
from My sanctuary? Now turn again, you 
will see greater abominations.” 7So He 
brought me to the door of the court; and 
when I looked, there was a hole in the wall. 
8Then He said to me, “Son of man, dig into 
the wall”; and when I dug into the wall, 
there was a door. 

SAnd He said to me, “Go in, and see the 
wicked abominations which they are doing 
there.” 19So I went in and saw, and there— 
every “sort of "creeping thing, abominable 
beasts, and all the idols of the house of Is- 
rael, portrayed all around on the walls. 
llAnd there stood before them °seventy 
men of the elders of the house of Israel, 
and in their midst stood Jaazaniah the son 
of Shaphan. Each man had a censer in his 
hand, and a thick cloud of incense went up. 
122Then He said to me, “Son of man, have you 
seen what the elders of the house of Israel 
do in the dark, every man in the room of his 
idols? For they say, »’The LORD does not see 
us, the LORD has forsaken the land.’” 


four things: (1) mourning; displaying their humilia- 
tion over sin by wearing sackcloth and shaving their 
heads (Is. 15:2); (2) weakness; (3) horror; and (4) dis- 
gust and disillusionment over wealth. 

7:20 the beauty of his ornaments. The people had 
sinned horribly when they crafted idols out of the 
temple treasures and then worshiped what their 
hands had made (Rom. 1:25). 

8:5-6 to make Me go far away from My sanctuary. 
The people thought that just because the temple 
stood among them, whatever wrong they might do 
could not bring ultimate disaster. They thought the 
temple guaranteed their security. They did not realize 


that their evil had caused God to leave His tem- 
ple, which would then no longer be their protection. 
8:11 seventy men. These men were the nation’s lead- 
ers (Num. 11:16—25). 
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13And He said to me, “Turn again, and 
you will see greater abominations that they 
are doing.” !4So He brought me to the door 
of the north gate of the LORD’s house; and 
to my dismay, women were sitting there 
weeping for Tammuz. 

Then He said to me, “Have you seen 
this, O son of man? Turn again, you will 
see greater abominations than these.” 16So 
He brought me into the inner court of the 
LORD’s house; and there, at the door of the 
temple of the LORD, “between the porch and 
the altar, "were about twenty-five men swith 
their backs toward the temple of the LORD 
and their faces toward the east, and they 
were worshiping ‘the sun toward the east. 

17And He said to me, “Have you seen 
this, O son of man? Is it a trivial thing to 
the house of Judah to commit the abomi- 
nations which they commit here? For they 
have “filled the land with violence; then 
they have returned to provoke Me to anger. 
Indeed they put the branch to their nose. 
18vTherefore I also will act in fury. My 
weye will not spare nor will I have pity; and 
though they xcry in My ears with a loud 
voice, I will not hear them.” 


The Wicked Are Slain 

Then He called out in my hearing with 

a loud voice, saying, “Let those who 
have charge over the city draw near, each 
with a deadly weapon in his hand.” 2And 
suddenly six men came from the direction 
of the upper gate, which faces north, each 
with his battle-ax in his hand. 7One man 
among them was clothed with linen and 
had a writer’s inkhorn at his side. They 
went in and stood beside the bronze altar. 

3Now >the glory of the God of Israel 
had gone up from the cherub, where it had 
been, to the threshold of the temple.* And 
He called to the man clothed with linen, 
who had the writer’s inkhorn at his side; 
4and the LORD said to him, “Go through the 
midst of the city, through the midst of Je- 
rusalem, and put ‘a mark on the foreheads 
of the men ¢who sigh and cry over all the 
abominations that are done within it.” 


5To the others He said in my hearing, 
“Go after him through the city and @kill; 'do 
not let your eye spare, nor have any pity. 
6sUtterly slay old and young men, maidens 
and little children and women; but "do not 
come near anyone on whom is the mark; 
and ‘begin at My sanctuary.” iSo they be- 
gan with the elders who were before the 
temple. 7Then He said to them, “Defile the 
temple, and fill the courts with the slain. 
Go out!” And they went out and killed in 
the city. 

8So it was, that while they were killing 
them, I was left alone; and I *fell on my face 
and cried out, and said, “Ah, Lord Gop! 
Will You destroy all the remnant of Israel 
in pouring out Your fury on Jerusalem?” 

9Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the 
house of Israel and Judah is exceedingly 
great, and “the land is full of bloodshed, 
and the city full of perversity; for they say, 
The LorD has forsaken the land, and °the 
LORD does not see!’ !0And as for Me also, 
My "eye will neither spare, nor will I have 
pity, but 91 will recompense their deeds on 
their own head.” 

UjJust then, the man clothed with linen, 
who had the inkhorn at his side, reported 
back and said, “I have done as You com- 
manded me.” 


The Glory Departs from the Temple 
1 And I looked, and there in the ¢firma- 
ment that was above the head of the 
cherubim, there appeared something like 
a sapphire stone, having the appearance of 
the likeness of a throne. 2oThen He spoke 
to the man clothed with linen, and said, 
“Go in among the wheels, under the cher- 
ub, fill your hands with «coals of fire from 
among the cherubim, and ¢scatter them 
over the city.” And he went in as I watched. 
3Now the cherubim were standing on 
the south side of the temple* when the man 
went in, and the ¢cloud filled the inner 


*9:3 Literally house 
in verses 4 and 18 


* 10:3 Literally house, also 


8:13-14 Tammuz. This was a fertility god. The 
women were crying out to the idol because they 
had no children or because the crops were failing. 
In the sixth month, August-September, Tammuz was 
thought to “die” with the scorched land. Worshipers 
would wail over his death and cry for his resurgence. 
8:17-18 they put the branch to their nose. This 
action is not mentioned elsewhere. In the context 
it appears to be (1) a ritualistic gesture used in idol 
worship, or (2) an action indicative of the extensive 
violence which was occurring in Judah as a result of 
idolatry. 

9:5-6 Go after him through the city. The univer- 
sality of this judgment is shocking to us; but this is 
in line with divine judgments from the time of the 
flood in Genesis to the final judgment described in 
Revelation. 

9:6-7 My sanctuary. The corrupt spiritual leaders 
had been practicing idolatry and immorality in the 


temple itself (8:3-16). Judgment would begin with 
them because they had led the nation astray. 

9:9 iniquity ... bloodshed... perversity. These 
three reasons are given as the offenses that deserve 
this terrible outpouring of God’s wrath. The people 
and especially rich rulers willfully chose to believe 
that God did not see or care what injustices went on. 
10:3-5 the cloud filled the inner court. The cloud 
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court. 4/Then the glory of the LORD went 
up from the cherub, and paused over the 
threshold of the temple; and ¢the house was 
filled with the cloud, and the court was full 
of the brightness of the LORD’s "glory. 5And 
the ‘sound of the wings of the cherubim 
was heard even in the outer court, like ‘the 
voice of Almighty God when He speaks. 

6Then it happened, when He com- 
manded the man clothed in linen, saying, 
“Take fire from among the wheels, from 
among the cherubim,” that he went in and 
stood beside the wheels. 7And the cherub 
stretched out his hand from among the 
cherubim to the fire that was among the 
cherubim, and took some of it and put it 
into the hands of the man clothed with lin- 
en, who took it and went out. 8? The cheru- 
bim appeared to have the form of a man’s 
hand under their wings. 

§1And when I looked, there were four 
wheels by the cherubim, one wheel by one 
cherub and another wheel by each other 
cherub; the wheels appeared to have the 
color of a ™beryl stone. 1°As for their ap- 
pearance, all four looked alike—as it were, 
a wheel in the middle of a wheel. '"When 
they went, they went toward any of their 
four directions; they did not turn aside 
when they went, but followed in the direc- 
tion the head was facing. They did not turn 
aside when they went. !2And their whole 
body, with their back, their hands, their 
wings, and the wheels that the four had, 
were full of eyes all around. !3As for the 
wheels, they were called in my hearing, 
“Wheel.” 

M4pEach one had four faces: the first face 
was the face of a cherub, the second face 
the face of a man, the third the face of a 
lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle. 
1sAnd the cherubim were lifted up. This 
was “the living creature I saw by the River 
Chebar. 16"°When the cherubim went, the 
wheels went beside them; and when the 
cherubim lifted their wings to mount up 
from the earth, the same wheels also did 
not turn from beside them. !7%*When the 
cherubim* stood still, the wheels stood 
still, and when one* was lifted up, the 
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other* lifted itself up, for the spirit of the 
living creature was in them. 

18Then ‘the glory of the LORD “departed 
from the threshold of the temple and stood 
over the cherubim. !%And vthe cherubim 
lifted their wings and mounted up from the 
earth in my sight. When they went out, the 
wheels were beside them; and they stood 
at the door of the “east gate of the LORD’s 
house, and the glory of the God of Israel 
was above them. 

20xThis is the living creature I saw under 
the God of Israel yby the River Chebar, and 
I knew they were cherubim. 21zEach one 
had four faces and each one four wings, 
and the likeness of the hands of a man was 
under their wings. 22And ¢the likeness of 
their faces was the same as the faces which 
I had seen by the River Chebar, their ap- 
pearance and their persons. >They each 
went straight forward. 


Judgment on Wicked Counselors 
1 1 Then ¢the Spirit lifted me up and 
brought me to >the East Gate of the 
LORD’s house, which faces eastward; and 
there cat the door of the gate were twenty- 
five men, among whom I saw Jaazaniah the 
son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Be- 
naiah, princes of the people. 2And He said 
to me: “Son of man, these are the men who 
devise iniquity and give wicked counsel in 
this city, 3who say, ‘The time is not 4near 
to build houses; ¢this city is the caldron, 
and we are the meat.’ 4Therefore prophesy 

against them, prophesy, O son of man!” 
5Then /the Spirit of the LORD fell upon 
me, and said to me, “Speak! ‘Thus says 
the LorD: “Thus you have said, O house 
of Israel; for I know the things that come 
into your mind. 6? You have multiplied 
your slain in this city, and you have filled 
its streets with the slain.” 7Therefore thus 
says the Lord Gop: ‘“Your slain whom you 
have laid in its midst, they are the meat, 
and this city is the caldron; ‘but I shall 
bring you out of the midst of it. 8You have 


* 10:17 Literally they ¢ Literally they ¢ Literally 
they 


represented God's glory (as in 1:4), which was seen 
moving from the inner court to the threshold of the 
temple. From there it filled the temple. 

10:9-17 the first face was the face of a cherub. 
Whereas one of the four faces in 1:10 is an ox, here it 
is a cherub. These are ancient sculptures with animal 
bodies and wings but human faces. The difference of 
the faces between 1:10 and 10:14 should not be called 
an error; it is possible that the images that Ezekiel saw 
were changing from time to time. 

10:20-22 and I knew they were cherubim. They 
sometimes serve as guardians (Gen. 3:24). They are 
associated with God’s throne and presence (the 
mercy seat on the ark, Ex. 25:18-22; 1 Chr. 13:6). They 
are also associated with God's chariot-like throne 
(v. 1; 1:20-26; Ps. 18:10). 

11:3 build houses. These officials were proclaiming 


that the inhabitants of Jerusalem were as secure 
behind the city’s walls as meat was safe in its cooking 
pot. There was no impending doom, they said; there- 
fore, new construction projects were encouraged. 
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908 # Ezekiel 11:9 
kfeared the sword; and I will bring a sword 
upon you,” says the Lord Gop. 9“And I will 
bring you out of its midst, and deliver you 
into the hands of strangers, and ‘execute 
judgments on you. 10mYou shall fall by 
the sword. I will judge you at "the border 
of Israel. °>Then you shall know that Iam 
the LoRD. This city shall not be your 
caldron, nor shall you be the meat in its 
midst. I will judge you at the border of Is- 
rael. 2And you shall know that I am the 
LORD; for you have not walked in My stat- 
utes nor executed My judgments, but “have 
done according to the customs of the Gen- 
tiles which are all around you.”’” 

13Now it happened, while I was proph- 
esying, that "Pelatiah the son of Benaiah 
died. Then sI fell on my face and cried with 
aloud voice, and said, “Ah, Lord Gop! Will 
You make a complete end of the remnant 
of Israel?” 


God Will Restore Israel 

4A gain the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 15“Son of man, your brethren, 
your relatives, your countrymen, and all 
the house of Israel in its entirety, are those 
about whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
have said, ‘Get far away from the LORD; 
this land has been given to us as a posses- 
sion.’ 16Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Gop: “Although I have cast them far off 
among the Gentiles, and although I have 
scattered them among the countries, tyet 
I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the 
countries where they have gone.”’ !7There- 
fore say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob: ““I will 
gather you from the peoples, assemble you 
from the countries where you have been 
scattered, and I will give you the land of 
Israel.”’ 18And they will go there, and they 
will take away all its vdetestable things and 


all its abominations from there. 19Then 
w] will give them one heart, and I will put 
xa new spirit within them,* and take Ythe 
stony heart out of their flesh, and give them 
a heart of flesh, 292that they may walk in 
My statutes and keep My judgments and do 
them; ¢and they shall be My people, and I 
will be their God. 2!But as for those whose 
hearts follow the desire for their detestable 
things and their abominations, "I will rec- 
ompense their deeds on their own heads,” 
says the Lord GoD. 

22So the cherubim lifted up their wings, 
with the wheels beside them, and the glo- 
ry of the God of Israel was high above 
them. 28And ¢the glory of the LORD went 
up from the midst of the city and stood eon 
the mountain, ‘which is on the east side of 
the city. 

24Then Sthe Spirit took me up and 
brought me in a vision by the Spirit of God 
into Chaldea,* to those in captivity. And 
the vision that I had seen went up from me. 
25So I spoke to those in captivity of all the 
things the LORD had shown me. 


Judah’s Captivity Portrayed 
1 Now the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying: 2“Son of man, you dwell 
in the midst of “a rebellious house, which 
bhas eyes to see but does not see, and ears 
to hear but does not hear; ‘for they are a 
rebellious house. 
3“Therefore, son of man, prepare your 
belongings for captivity, and go into cap- 
tivity by day in their sight. You shall go 
from your place into captivity to another 
place in their sight. It may be that they 
will consider, though they are a rebellious 


* 11:19 Literally you 
elsewhere in this book 


* 11:24 Or Babylon, and so 


11:13 Ah, Lord Gop. Ezekiel’s reaction showed that 
Pelatiah, one of the corrupt city leaders (v. 1), was 
struck dead by God as undeniable proof that the 
prophet’s message would come true. Ezekiel him- 
self was awestruck and asked if this meant that God 
would not after all preserve a remnant. 

11:15 your countrymen. The people in Jerusalem 
(representative of Judah) regarded the exiles as sin- 
ners because they had been deported to Babylon. 
11:16 | shall be a little sanctuary. God explained to 
Ezekiel that the Hebrews taken captive and spread 
among foreign lands were actually the remnant 
whom God was protecting. God Himself would con- 
tinue as their sanctuary—a word in Hebrew that lit- 
erally means a “holy place.” 

11:18-20 they will take away all the detestable 
things. When the remnant returned to the land, 
they would abolish idolatry. At that time God would 
establish a new covenant with them (Jer. 31:31-34). 
Then God would pour out His Spirit (36:26-27; Joel 
2:28-29) so that His people would become united in 
purpose and empowered to maintain their righteous- 
ness. They would finally and truly become His people 
(Ex. 6:6—-8). 


11:23 the glory of the Lorp went up. The Hebrew 
term for “glory” literally means “weight” or “signifi- 
cance” and refers to the wonder and majesty of the 
living God. 

11:24-25 Then the Spirit took me up. Ezekiel’s 
visions are not merely dreams; they were inspired by 
God Himself and thus were prophetic. Chaldea. This 
is an alternative term for Babylon. 

12:3-7 prepare your belongings for captivity. 
Ezekiel’s next visual demonstration warned the cap- 
tives already in Babylon that they should not expect 
a quick return to Jerusalem. He had already shown 
that the city would soon fall (chs. 4-5) and those not 
killed would be led into exile. These exiles should 
have understood Ezekiel’s meaning. 


11:84 Jer.42:16 11:9/Ezek.5:8 11:10 Jer. 39:6; 
52:10 "2 Kin. 14:25 °Ps.9:16 11:11 Ezek. 11:3, 7 
11:12 7 Deut. 12:30,31 11:13 "Acts 5:5 SEzek. 9:8 
11:16 'Is.8:14 = 11:17 Jer. 3:12, 18; 24:5 11:18” Ezek. 
37:23 11:19 Jer. 32:39 * Ezek. 18:31 ¥ Zech. 

7:12 11:207Ps.105:45 @Jer.24:7 11:21 Ezek. 9:10 
11:22¢Ezek. 1:19 11:23 4 Ezek. 8:4; 9:3 @Zech. 14:4 
fEzek.43:2 11:249Ezek.8:3 12:2¢Ezek. 2:3, 6-8 

© Jer.5:21 ©Ezek. 2:5 


house. 4By day you shall bring out your 
belongings in their sight, as though going 
into captivity; and at evening you shall go 
in their sight, like those who go into cap- 
tivity. ‘Dig through the wall in their sight, 
and carry your belongings out through it. 
6In their sight you shall bear them on your 
shoulders and carry them out at twilight; 
you shall cover your face, so that you can- 
not see the ground, ¢for I have made you a 
sign to the house of Israel.” 

7So I did as Iwas commanded. I brought 
out my belongings by day, as though going 
into captivity, and at evening I dug through 
the wall with my hand. I brought them out 
at twilight, and I bore them on my shoulder 
in their sight. 

8And in the morning the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 9“Son of man, 
has not the house of Israel, ¢the rebellious 
house, said to you, ‘What are you doing?’ 
10Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 
“This sburden concerns the prince in Je- 
rusalem and all the house of Israel who 
are among them.”’ "Say, "‘I am a sign to 
you. As I have done, so shall it be done 
to them; ‘they shall be carried away into 
captivity.’ 12And ‘the prince who is among 
them shall bear his belongings on his 
shoulder at twilight and go out. They shall 
dig through the wall to carry them out 
through it. He shall cover his face, so that 
he cannot see the ground with his eyes. 18] 
will also spread My net over him, and he 
shall be caught in My snare. !I will bring 
him to Babylon, to the land of the Chal- 
deans; yet he shall not see it, though he 
shall die there. 147] will scatter to every 
wind all who are around him to help him, 
and all his troops; and "I will draw out the 
sword after them. 

150“Then they shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I scatter them among the na- 
tions and disperse them throughout the 
countries. !46»But I will spare a few of their 
men from the sword, from famine, and 
from pestilence, that they may declare all 
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their abominations among the Gentiles 
wherever they go. Then they shall know 
that Iam the LORD.” 


Judgment Not Postponed 

17Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, 18“Son of man, ¢eat your 
bread with quaking, and drink your wa- 
ter with trembling and anxiety. And say 
to the people of the land, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gop to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and to the land of Israel: “They shall eat 
their bread with anxiety, and drink their 
water with dread, so that her land may "be 
emptied of all who are in it, sbecause of 
the violence of all those who dwell in it. 
20Then the cities that are inhabited shall 
be laid waste, and the land shall become 
desolate; and you shall know that Iam the 
LORD.”’” 

21And the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 22“Son of man, what is this prov- 
erb that you people have about the land 
of Israel, which says, “The days are pro- 
longed, and every vision fails’? 23 Tell them 
therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “I will 
lay this proverb to rest, and they shall no 
more use it as a proverb in Israel.”’ But 
say to them, “‘“The days are at hand, and 
the fulfillment of every vision. 24For vno 
more shall there be any wfalse vision or 
flattering divination within the house of 
Israel. 25For I am the LORD. I speak, and 
xthe word which I speak will come to 
pass; it will no more be postponed; for in 
your days, O rebellious house, I will say 
the word and Yperform it,” says the Lord 
GobD.’” 

26Again the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 272“Son of man, look, the house 
of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he sees 
is “for many days from now, and he proph- 
esies of times far off.’ 28»>Therefore say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “None of 
My words will be postponed any more, but 
the word which I speak cwill be done,” says 
the Lord Gop.’” 


12:11-14 they shall be carried away into captivity. 
Speaking in 592 8.c., Ezekiel predicted the deporta- 
tion of Jerusalem’s population to Babylon six years 
later and prophesied exactly what would happen 
to their leader Zedekiah. The king would attempt 
to escape by night, secretly and in disguise; but he 
would be caught and blinded by the Babylonians, 
then carried off to Babylon where he would later die. 
12:15-16 Then they shall know that | am the Lorb. 
The defeat of God's people would not indicate the 
Lord’s lack of strength, but the serious consequences 
of sin against Him. Yet He would demonstrate that 
His purpose had always been to restore His people to 
Himself (Heb. 12:1-11). Through the difficult experi- 
ence, His people would learn that their God was both 
holy and loving. Sin offended Him, but He still would 
reach out to restore the sinner. 

12:22 The days are prolonged, and every vision 
fails. This proverb among the exiles indicates 
how hardened they were to Ezekiel’s prophecies. 


Although already captive, the people were cynical 
and apathetic, mistakenly thinking that a delay in 
judgment meant no judgment, at least in their life- 
time (vv. 25,27—28; 2 Pet. 3:3—4). 

12:23-25 The days are at hand, and the fulfillment 
of every vision. This proverb would replace the old 
one (v. 22), and false prophets opposing Ezekiel 
would cease to speak. The exiles would live to see the 
judgment on Jerusalem fulfilled. 
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910 ® Ezekiel 13:1 
Woe to Foolish Prophets 
1 And the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2“Son of man, prophesy 

aagainst the prophets of Israel who proph- 
esy, and say to those who prophesy out 
of their own cheart, ‘Hear the word of the 
LORD!’” 

3Thus says the Lord GoD: “Woe to the 
foolish prophets, who follow their own 
spirit and have seen nothing! 40 Israel, 
your prophets are 4like foxes in the deserts. 
5You ehave not gone up into the gaps to 
build a wall for the house of Israel to stand 
in battle on the day of the LORD. &They 
have envisioned futility and false divina- 
tion, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD!’ But the 
LORD has £not sent them; yet they hope that 
the word may be confirmed. 7Have you not 
seen a futile vision, and have you not spo- 
ken false divination? You say, ‘The LORD 
says,’ but I have not spoken.” 

8Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: “Be- 
cause you have spoken nonsense and envi- 
sioned lies, therefore I am indeed against 
you,” says the Lord Gop. 9“My hand will be 
hagainst the prophets who envision futility 
and who ‘divine lies; they shall not be in the 
assembly of My people, inor be written in 
the record of the house of Israel, nor shall 
they enter into the land of Israel. !Then you 
shall know that I am the Lord Gop. 

10“Because, indeed, because they have 
seduced My people, saying, ™‘Peace!’ 
when there is no peace—and one builds a 
wall, and they "plaster it with untempered 
mortar— say to those who plaster it with 
untempered mortar, that it will fall. >There 
will be flooding rain, and you, O great hail- 
stones, shall fall; and a stormy wind shall 
tear it down. !2Surely, when the wall has 
fallen, will it not be said to you, ‘Where is 
the mortar with which you plastered it?’” 

13Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: “I 
will cause a stormy wind to break forth in 
My fury; and there shall be a flooding rain 


in My anger, and great hailstones in fury 
to consume it. 4So I will break down the 
wall you have plastered with untempered 
mortar, and bring it down to the ground, 
so that its foundation will be uncovered; it 
will fall, and you shall be consumed in the 
midst of it. pThen you shall know that lam 
the LORD. 

15“Thus will I accomplish My wrath on 
the wall and on those who have plastered 
it with untempered mortar; and I will say 
to you, ‘The wall is no more, nor those 
who plastered it, 16that is, the prophets of 
Israel who prophesy concerning Jerusa- 
lem, and who ‘see visions of peace for her 
when there is no peace,’” says the Lord 
GOD. 

17“Likewise, son of man, "set your face 
against the daughters of your people, swho 
prophesy out of their own heart; prophe- 
sy against them, !8and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord Gob: “Woe to the women who sew 
magic charms on their sleeves* and make 
veils for the heads of people of every height 
to hunt souls! Will you thunt the souls of 
My people, and keep yourselves alive? 
19And will you profane Me among My peo- 
ple “for handfuls of barley and for pieces 
of bread, killing people who should not die, 
and keeping people alive who should not 
live, by your lying to My people who listen 
to lies?” 

20‘Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 
“Behold, I am against your magic charms 
by which you hunt souls there like birds. I 
will tear them from your arms, and let the 
souls go, the souls you hunt like birds. 211 
will also tear off your veils and deliver My 
people out of your hand, and they shall no 
longer be as prey in your hand. vThen you 
shall know that I am the LORD. 


* 13:18 Literally over all the joints of My hands; 
Vulgate reads under every elbow; Septuagint and 
Targum read on all elbows of the hands. 


13:2-4 foxes in the deserts. The word translated 
“deserts” conveys the idea of open, desolate places. 
In the immediate context (v. 5), the foxes are pic- 
tured roaming amid the rubble of ruined city walls. 
The prophets were fools because they confused 
their own thoughts with God’s. They were like foxes 
among the ruins because they scavenged for them- 
selves while causing, ignoring, and profiting from the 
human wreckage surrounding them. 

13:5 the day of the Lorb. This phrase refers to times 
when God triumphs (7:19; 30:3). It is particularly used 
by the prophets to describe those periods in which 
God is unusually active in the affairs of His people, 
either for deliverance or for judgment (Joel 2:1; Zeph. 
1:7). In that day, God will actively bring about His pur- 
poses for the world; He will rescue the righteous and 
judge evildoers. 

13:10-16 you shall be consumed in the midst 
of it. The false prophets would experience God's 
wrath—just as the walls of Jerusalem which were 
being constructed at that time would be destroyed. 
Jerusalem would be conquered and captured for the 


sins of its inhabitants. The preaching of a false peace 
had prompted people to build for a “certain” future, 
but only the opposite was certain. The false prophets 
had deceived the people with false hopes of comfort 
and prosperity (v. 10). Their deception placed them 
not only at odds with God's truth, but also with God 
Himself. Their destruction was certain. 

13:17-19 set your face against the daughters of 
your people. The Hebrew women who were false 
prophetesses were confusing their own ideas with 
God's and casting magic death spells through sorcery 
or witchcraft (Lev. 19:26). 
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22“Because with “lies you have made the 
heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not 
made sad; and you have “strengthened the 
hands of the wicked, so that he does not 
turn from his wicked way to save his life. 
23Therefore Yyou shall no longer envision 
futility nor practice divination; for I will de- 
liver My people out of your hand, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD.”’” 


Idolatry Will Be Punished 
1 Now ¢some of the elders of Israel 
came to me and sat before me. 2And 
the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
3“Son of man, these men have set up their 
idols in their hearts, and put before them 
bthat which causes them to stumble into 
iniquity. ‘Should I let Myself be inquired 
of at all by them? 
4“Therefore speak to them, and say to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “Every- 
one of the house of Israel who sets up his 
idols in his heart, and puts before him what 
causes him to stumble into iniquity, and 
then comes to the prophet, I the LORD will 
answer him who comes, according to the 
multitude of his idols, 5that I may seize the 
house of Israel by their heart, because they 
are all estranged from Me by their idols.”’ 
6“Therefore say to the house of Israel, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “Repent, turn 
away from your idols, and ¢turn your fac- 
es away from all your abominations. 7For 
anyone of the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers who dwell in Israel, who sepa- 
rates himself from Me and sets up his idols 
in his heart and puts before him what caus- 
es him to stumble into iniquity, then comes 
to a prophet to inquire of him concerning 
Me, I the LORD will answer him by Myself. 
8e] will set My face against that man and 
make him a /sign and a proverb, and I will 
cut him off from the midst of My people. 
Then you shall know that I am the LorD. 
9“And if the prophet is induced to speak 
anything, I the LORD "have induced that 
prophet, and I will stretch out My hand 
against him and destroy him from among 
My people Israel. !©And they shall bear 
their iniquity; the punishment of the proph- 
et shall be the same as the punishment of 
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the one who inquired, !that the house of 
Israel may ‘no longer stray from Me, nor be 
profaned anymore with all their transgres- 
sions, ‘but that they may be My people and 
I may be their God,” says the Lord Gop.’” 


Judgment on Persistent 


Unfaithfulness 

12The word of the LORD came again to 
me, saying: “Son of man, when a land 
sins against Me by persistent unfaithful- 
ness, I will stretch out My hand against it; 
I will cut off its supply of bread, send fam- 
ine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. 
14[Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, were in it, they would deliver only 
themselves “by their righteousness,” says 
the Lord Gop. 

15“Tf I cause "wild beasts to pass through 
the land, and they empty it, and make it so 
desolate that no man may pass through 
because of the beasts, !6even °though 
these three men were in it, as I live,” says 
the Lord Gop, “they would deliver neither 
sons nor daughters; only they would be de- 
livered, and the land would be Pdesolate. 

17“Or if 2] bring a sword on that land, and 
say, ‘Sword, go through the land,’ and I "cut 
off man and beast from it, 8even sthough 
these three men were in it, as I live,” says 
the Lord Gop, “they would deliver neither 
sons nor daughters, but only they them- 
selves would be delivered. 

19*Or if I send ta pestilence into that 
land and “pour out My fury on it in blood, 
and cut off from it man and beast, 29even 
vthough Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, 
as I live,” says the Lord GoD, “they would 
deliver neither son nor daughter; they 
would deliver only themselves by their 
righteousness.” 

21For thus says the Lord Gob: “How 
much more it shall be when vI send My 
four severe judgments on Jerusalem—the 
sword and famine and wild beasts and 
pestilence—to cut off man and beast from 
it? 22xYet behold, there shall be left in it a 
remnant who will be Ybrought out, both 
sons and daughters; surely they will come 
out to you, and Zyou will see their ways and 


14:1-3 some of the elders of Israel. God revealed to 
Ezekiel that this group consisted of double-minded 
men (1 Kin. 18:21; Matt. 6:24; James 1:5-8). Out- 
wardly, they came to seek a word from God through 
His true prophet Ezekiel, but in their hearts they har- 
bored loyalties to other gods. 

14:5 seize the house of Israel by their heart. These 
words announce God's restorative purpose (Prov. 
3:12; Rev. 3:19) in allowing sin to run its course. 

14:8 | will cut him off from the midst of My people. 
The unrepentant idolater would be separated not 
only from God, but also from God's people (13:9). This 
experience would be a strong visual warning and an 
international example—proverb—of God's absolute 
honoring of His promise to punish disobedience with 
cursing (Lev. 20:1-7). 


14:9-11 they shall bear their iniquity. The rela- 
tionship between God’s sovereignty and human 
responsibility is implicit in these verses. God allows 
false preaching for His own inscrutable purposes, 
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their doings. Then you will be comforted 
concerning the disaster that I have brought 
upon Jerusalem, all that I have brought 
upon it. 23And they will comfort you, when 
you see their ways and their doings; and 
you shall know that I have done nothing 
awithout cause that I have done in it,” says 
the Lord Gop. 


The Outcast Vine 
1 Then the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying: 2“Son of man, how is the 

wood of the vine better than any other 
wood, the vine branch which is among the 
trees of the forest? 3Is wood taken from it 
to make any object? Or can men make a 
peg from it to hang any vessel on? 4Instead, 
ajt is thrown into the fire for fuel; the fire 
devours both ends of it, and its middle is 
burned. Is it useful for any work? 5Indeed, 
when it was whole, no object could be made 
from it. How much less will it be useful for 
any work when the fire has devoured it, 
and it is burned? 

6“Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 
‘Like the wood of the vine among the trees 
of the forest, which I have given to the fire 
for fuel, so I will give up the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; 7and »I will set My face against 
them. ¢They will go out from one fire, but 
another fire shall devour them. ¢Then you 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I set 
My face against them. 8Thus I will make 
the land desolate, because they have per- 
sisted in unfaithfulness,’ says the Lord 
GOD.” 


God's Love for Jerusalem 


1 Again the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, 2“Son of man, “cause 


Jerusalem to know her abominations, and 
say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop to Jerusalem: 
“Your birth band your nativity are from the 
land of Canaan; cyour father was an Am- 
orite and your mother a Hittite. 4As for 
your nativity, don the day you were born 
your navel cord was not cut, nor were you 
washed in water to cleanse you; you were 
not rubbed with salt nor wrapped in swad- 
dling cloths. 5No eye pitied you, to do any 
of these things for you, to have compassion 
on you; but you were thrown out into the 
open field, when you yourself were loathed 
on the day you were born. 

6“A nd when I passed by you and saw you 
struggling in your own blood, I said to you 
in your blood, ‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you in 
your blood, ‘Live!’ 7¢I made you thrive like 
a plant in the field; and you grew, matured, 
and became very beautiful. Your breasts 
were formed, your hair grew, but you were 
naked and bare. 

8“When I passed by you again and 
looked upon you, indeed your time was the 
time of love; fso I spread My wing over you 
and covered your nakedness. Yes, I swore 
an oath to you and entered into a "covenant 
with you, and ‘you became Mine,” says the 
Lord Gop. 

9“Then I washed you in water; yes, I 
thoroughly washed off your blood, and I 
anointed you with oil. 1°I clothed you in 
embroidered cloth and gave you sandals 
of badger skin; I clothed you with fine lin- 
en and covered you with silk. J adorned 
you with ornaments, ‘put bracelets on your 
wrists, "and a chain on your neck. !2AndI 
put a jewel in your nose, earrings in your 
ears, and a beautiful crown on your head. 
13Thus you were adorned with gold and 
silver, and your clothing was of fine linen, 


but the preacher is held accountable for the content 
of the message. These were Israelite false prophets 
who deliberately ignored the truth and mixed it with 
falsehood. 

15:6 the vine among the trees of the forest. Unlike 
an olive tree whose wood is also useful, the vine has 
only one use, to bear grapes. 

15:6-8 another fire shall devour them. God had 
designed the people of Israel for a particular purpose, 
to bring glory to His name by living faithfully to His 
covenant and by bringing the nations to the knowl- 
edge of the Lord. Instead, Israel had become like the 
pagan nations around them. 

16:2 cause Jerusalem to know her abominations. 
What follows is an animated development of the 
dreary story, designed to teach errant Jerusalem the 
real nature of her character in the eyes of God. The 
word “abominations” describes that which makes 
one physically ill. 

16:3 your father was an Amorite and your mother 
a Hittite. These shocking words refer to the cultural 
and moral origins of Jerusalem. Ancient Canaan was 
inhabited by Semitic and non-Semitic peoples. The 
Amorites and Hittites are associated in Scripture 
with the southern hill country, where Jerusalem is 
(Num. 13:29). The point is that non-Israelites founded 
this city. Jebusites controlled it when the Israelites 


entered the land under Joshua (Josh. 15:8). Israel did 
not obtain full control of the city until David con- 
quered it (2 Sam. 5:6-7). In other words, Israel was 
not as pure as it thought it was. 

16:4 you were not rubbed with salt. God reminds 
Jerusalem that He had rescued them from being like 
an abandoned newborn child—unwashed, unsani- 
tary, and exposed to the elements to die. God alone 
has given her glory. 

16:6 Live. Ezekiel warned the Jews remaining in 
Jerusalem to repent, reminding them that not merely 
their existence, but their living relation to God, was 
dependent upon His free grace. God alone is the 
Author of eternal life, just as He is Creator of all life 
John 5:24). 

16:7-9 Your breasts were formed. The city is com- 
pared to a young woman, mature and lovely. Yet 
it was naked and bare until God covered it with a 
relationship of covenantal love. This began when 
David moved the ark of the covenant there and 
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silk, and embroidered cloth. 'You ate pas- 
try of fine flour, honey, and oil. You were 
exceedingly "beautiful, and succeeded to 
royalty. 4-Your fame went out among the 
nations because of your beauty, for it was 
perfect through My splendor which I had 
bestowed on you,” says the Lord GoD. 


Jerusalem's Harlotry 

150“But you trusted in your own beauty, 
Pplayed the harlot because of your fame, 
and poured out your harlotry on every- 
one passing by who would have it. 167You 
took some of your garments and adorned 
multicolored high places for yourself, and 
played the harlot on them. Such things 
should not happen, nor be. !7 You have also 
taken your beautiful jewelry from My gold 
and My silver, which I had given you, and 
made for yourself male images and played 
the harlot with them. 18 You took your em- 
broidered garments and covered them, and 
you set My oil and My incense before them. 
19A1lso "My food which I gave you—the 
pastry of fine flour, oil, and honey which 
I fed you—you set it before them as sweet 
incense; and so it was,” says the Lord GoD. 

20s“Moreover you took your sons and 
your daughters, whom you bore to Me, 
and these you sacrificed to them to be de- 
voured. Were your acts of harlotry a small 
matter, 2!that you have slain My children 
and offered them up to them by causing 
them to pass through the ‘fire? 22And in 
all your abominations and acts of harlot- 
ry you did not remember the days of your 
uyouth, vwhen you were naked and bare, 
struggling in your blood. 

23°Then it was so, after all your 
wickedness—‘Woe, woe to you!’ says the 
Lord Gop—4that “you also built for your- 
self a shrine, and *made a high place for 
yourself in every street. 25 You built your 
high places vat the head of every road, and 
made your beauty to be abhorred. You of- 
fered yourself to everyone who passed by, 
and multiplied your acts of harlotry. 26You 
also committed harlotry with zthe Egyp- 
tians, your very fleshly neighbors, and in- 
creased your acts of harlotry to “provoke 
Me to anger. 

27“Behold, therefore, I stretched out My 
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hand against you, diminished your allot- 
ment, and gave you up to the will of those 
who hate you, the daughters of the Phi- 
listines, who were ashamed of your lewd 
behavior. 28 You also played the harlot with 
the cAssyrians, because you were insatia- 
ble; indeed you played the harlot with them 
and still were not satisfied. 29Moreover you 
multiplied your acts of harlotry as far as 
the land of the trader, ¢Chaldea; and even 
then you were not satisfied. 

30“How degenerate is your heart!” says 
the Lord Gop, “seeing you do all these 
things, the deeds of a brazen harlot. 


Jerusalem's Adultery 

3le“You erected your shrine at the head 
of every road, and built your high place in 
every street. Yet you were not like a harlot, 
because you scorned fpayment. 32 You are 
an adulterous wife, who takes strangers in- 
stead of her husband. 33Men make payment 
to all harlots, but {you made your payments 
to all your lovers, and hired them to come 
to you from all around for your harlotry. 
34You are the opposite of other women in 
your harlotry, because no one solicited you 
to be a harlot. In that you gave payment but 
no payment was given you, therefore you 
are the opposite.” 


Jerusalem’s Lovers Will Abuse Her 
35‘Now then, O harlot, hear the word of 
the LORD! 36Thus says the Lord GoD: “Be- 
cause your filthiness was poured out and 
your nakedness uncovered in your har- 
lotry with your lovers, and with all your 
abominable idols, and because of "the 
blood of your children which you gave to 
them, 37surely, therefore, ‘I will gather all 
your lovers with whom you took pleasure, 
all those you loved, and all those you hated; 
I will gather them from all around against 
you and will uncover your nakedness to 
them, that they may see all your naked- 
ness. 38And I will judge you as ‘women who 
break wedlock or ®shed blood are judged; I 
will bring blood upon you in fury and jeal- 
ousy. 39] will also give you into their hand, 
and they shall throw down your shrines 
and break down 'your high places. "They 


God established the covenant with David (2 Sam. 
6:1—7:17). 

16:15 you trusted in your own beauty. These words 
indict God's people for forgetting that their fame and 
fortune were God's gifts and not their own doing (v. 
14). They relied on themselves and their gifts instead 
of on God. They came to believe that their material 
wealth and health as a nation absolutely demon- 
strated God’s approval of their spiritual life, even 
though they were becoming spiritually corrupt. 
16:27-29 played the harlot. Jerusalem's kings 
had sought political alliances with Assyria (2 Kin. 
15:17-20) and Babylon (2 Kin. 20:12-19) instead of 
relying on their God for security. Probably a part of 
the treaty-making ceremonies was to worship the 


other nation’s god. For Israel to do this would be a 
violation of the First Commandment. 

16:36 your filthiness was poured out. Jerusalem 
was filthy spiritually because the city had soiled itself 
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shall also strip you of your clothes, take 
your beautiful jewelry, and leave you na- 
ked and bare. 

40n“They shall also bring up an assembly 
against you, °and they shall stone you with 
stones and thrust you through with their 
swords. 41They shall ?burn your houses 
with fire, and %execute judgments on you in 
the sight of many women; and I will make 
you 'cease playing the harlot, and you 
shall no longer hire lovers. 42So sI will lay 
to rest My fury toward you, and My jeal- 
ousy shall depart from you. I will be quiet, 
and be angry no more. #3Because tyou did 
not remember the days of your youth, but 
agitated Me* with all these things, surely 
uJ will also recompense your deeds on your 
own head,” says the Lord Gop. “And you 
shall not commit lewdness in addition to 
all your abominations. 


More Wicked than Samaria and 
Sodom 

44“Tndeed everyone who quotes proverbs 
will use this proverb against you: ‘Like 
mother, like daughter!’ 45You are your 
mother’s daughter, loathing husband and 
children; and you are the vsister of your 
sisters, who loathed their husbands and 
children; your mother was a Hittite and 
your father an Amorite. 

46“Your elder sister is Samaria, who 
dwells with her daughters to the north of 
you; and xyour younger sister, who dwells 
to the south of you, is Sodom and her 
daughters. 47 You did not walk in their ways 
nor act according to their abominations; 
but, as if that were too little, Yyyou became 
more corrupt than they in all your ways. 

48“As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “neither 
zyour sister Sodom nor her daughters have 
done as you and your daughters have done. 
49Look, this was the iniquity of your sister 
Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, 
afullness of food, and abundance of idle- 
ness; neither did she strengthen the hand of 
the poor and needy. 5°And they were haugh- 
ty and ’committed abomination before Me; 
therefore <I took them away as I saw fit.* 


51“Samaria did not commit ¢half of your 
sins; but you have multiplied your abomi- 
nations more than they, and ¢have justified 
your sisters by all the abominations which 
you have done. 52 You who judged your sis- 
ters, bear your own shame also, because 
the sins which you committed were more 
abominable than theirs; they are more 
righteous than you. Yes, be disgraced also, 
and bear your own shame, because you 
justified your sisters. 

53f“When I bring back their captives, the 
captives of Sodom and her daughters, and 
the captives of Samaria and her daughters, 
then I will also bring back sthe captives of 
your captivity among them, 54that you may 
bear your own shame and be disgraced 
by all that you did when "you comforted 
them. 55When your sisters, Sodom and her 
daughters, return to their former state, and 
Samaria and her daughters return to their 
former state, then you and your daughters 
will return to your former state. 56For your 
sister Sodom was not a byword in your 
mouth in the days of your pride, °’before 
your wickedness was uncovered. It was like 
the time of the ‘reproach of the daughters of 
Syria* and all those around her, and of ithe 
daughters of the Philistines, who despise 
you everywhere. 58? You have paid for your 
lewdness and your abominations,” says the 
LORD. °9For thus says the Lord Gop: “I will 
deal with you as you have done, who 'de- 
spised ™the oath by breaking the covenant. 


An Everlasting Covenant 
60“Nevertheless I will "remember My 
covenant with you in the days of your 
youth, and I will establish °an everlast- 
ing covenant with you. ®!Then "you will 
remember your ways and be ashamed, 
when you receive your older and your 


* 16:43 Following Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads were agitated with 
Me. *16:50 Vulgate reads you saw; Septuagint 
reads he saw; Targum reads as was revealed 

to Me. *16:57 Following Masoretic Text, 
Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate; many Hebrew 
manuscripts and Syriac read Edom. 


by worshiping foreign idols and practicing infanti- 
cide (vv. 20-21; Deut. 12:29-32). 

16:41 | will make you cease playing the harlot. 
During the captivity, Israel would abandon idolatry 
and polytheism, as Ezekiel predicted. God’s anger 
over the people's sin would be satisfied. 

16:44-47 Samaria...Sodom. Along with Jerusalem, 
these three are presented as sisters in the religiously 
and morally corrupt cultures in Canaan. Ezekiel even 
makes the point that Jerusalem had become more 
corrupt than the other two. 

16:53-59 who despised the oath by breaking the 
covenant. The punishment of the exile and captivity 
was appropriate. The clear promise of the covenant 
was that blessings and curses were dependent upon 
Israel's obedience or disobedience (Ex. 24; Lev. 26; 
Deut. 28-29). 


16:60-63 Nevertheless | will remember. Despite 
Jerusalem's disobedience to the Mosaic covenant 
and the resulting punishment, the covenant with 
Abraham—My covenant—would still be honored. 
Fulfillment of the covenant with Abraham did not 
depend on the people's faithfulness; God had made 
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younger sisters; for I will give them to you 
for “daughters, "but not because of My cov- 
enant with you. 6sAnd I will establish My 
covenant with you. Then you shall know 
that Iam the LorD, ®that you may tremem- 
ber and be ashamed, “and never open your 
mouth anymore because of your shame, 
when I provide you an atonement for all 
you have done,” says the Lord Gop.’” 


The Eagles and the Vine 

1 And the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 2“Son of man, pose a riddle, 

and speak a “parable to the house of Israel, 

3and say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


b“A great eagle with large wings and 
long pinions, 
Full of feathers of various colors, 
Came to Lebanon 
And ctook from the cedar the highest 
branch. 
4 He cropped off its topmost young twig 
And carried it to a land of trade; 
He set it in a city of merchants. 
5 Then he took some of the seed of the 
land 
And planted it in 4a fertile field; 
He placed it by abundant waters 
And set it elike a willow tree. 
6 And it grew and became a spreading 
vine /of low stature; 
Its branches turned toward him, 
But its roots were under it. 
So it became a vine, 
Brought forth branches, 
And put forth shoots. 


7 “But there was another* great eagle 
with large wings and many 
feathers; 

And behold, sthis vine bent its roots 
toward him, 

And stretched its branches toward 
him, 
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From the garden terrace where it had 
been planted, 
That he might water it. 
8 It was planted in good soil by many 
waters, 
To bring forth branches, bear fruit, 
And become a majestic vine.”’ 


9“Say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


“Will it thrive? 
hWill he not pull up its roots, 
Cut off its fruit, 
And leave it to wither? 
All of its spring leaves will wither, 
And no great power or many people 
Will be needed to pluck it up by its 
roots. 
10 Behold, it is planted, 
Will it thrive? 
‘Will it not utterly wither when the east 
wind touches it? 
It will wither in the garden terrace 
where it grew.”’” 


Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, !2“Say now to ‘the rebellious 
house: ‘Do you not know what these things 
mean?’ Tell them, ‘Indeed ’the king of Bab- 
ylon went to Jerusalem and took its king 
and princes, and led them with him to Bab- 
ylon. 3!And he took the king’s offspring, 
made a covenant with him, “and put him 
under oath. He also took away the mighty 
of the land, “that the kingdom might be 
nbrought low and not lift itself up, but that 
by keeping his covenant it might stand. 
But che rebelled against him by sending 
his ambassadors to Egypt, "that they might 
give him horses and many people. ¢Will he 
prosper? Will he who does such things es- 
cape? Can he break a covenant and still be 
delivered? 


* 17:7 Following Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text and Targum read one. 


the promise and He would keep it (Gen. 15; 17:7-8; 
Lev. 26:40-45; Ps. 145:13). The everlasting covenant 
had been made with Abraham before the Hebrew 
nation even existed. This covenant would be remem- 
bered and reestablished with the exiled Judeans. At 
that time, God's people would be ashamed by the 
contrast between their faithlessness and God's faith- 
fulness and the fact that they were being exalted over 
those who were less sinful—Sodom and Samaria. 
The people of these other sinful nations would also 
inherit land, but only by God’s grace, because no such 
covenant was made with them. 

17:2-10 pose a riddle, and speak a parable. Both of 
these words can be used to refer to an allegory. The 
“parable” primarily refers to a comparison between 
two things. A “riddle” was sometimes used as a polit- 
ical contest of mental competition between kings, in 
which the loser would submit to the winner and be 
killed. The details of the allegory: great eagle is the 
king of Babylon (v. 12); Lebanon symbolizes Canaan, 
of which Jerusalem (v. 12) is the major city; the high- 
est branch of the cedar is the king of Jerusalem and 


Judah (v. 12); the young twigs refers to the nobility of 
Judah; the city of merchants is Babylon; the seed is a 
member of the royal family (v. 13); the fertile field is 
the land where this royal offspring would rule (vv. 
13-14); another great eagle is the king of Egypt (v. 15); 
and the vine is the remnant and ruler left in Judah. 
This remnant failed to prosper because they made a 
treaty with the Egyptian Pharaoh. As a result, even 
the remnant was slain and scattered by Babylon's 
army (vv. 15-21). 

17:11-21 Say now to the rebellious house. Since 
Ezekiel had preached earlier about Jerusalem's 
past abominations (ch. 16), the people were likely 
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16‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely 
rin the place where the king dwells who 
made him king, whose oath he despised 
and whose covenant he broke—with 
him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. 
17sNor will Pharaoh with his mighty army 
and great company do anything in the 
war, ‘when they heap up a siege mound 
and build a wall to cut off many persons. 
18Since he despised the oath by breaking 
the covenant, and in fact “gave his hand 
and still did all these things, he shall not 
escape.’” 

19Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: “As 
I live, surely My oath which he despised, 
and My covenant which he broke, I will 
recompense on his own head. 29I will 
vspread My net over him, and he shall 
be taken in My snare. I will bring him 
to Babylon and “try him there for the 
treason which he committed against Me. 
21xAll his fugitives* with all his troops 
shall fall by the sword, and those who 
remain shall be Yscattered to every wind; 
and you shall know that I, the LORD, have 
spoken.” 


Israel Exalted at Last 

22Thus says the Lord Gop: “I will take 
also one of the highest 2branches of the 
high cedar and set it out. I will crop off 
from the topmost of its young twigs “a ten- 
der one, and will plant it on a high and 
prominent mountain. 23cOn the mountain 
height of Israel I will plant it; and it will 
bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be 
a majestic cedar. ¢Under it will dwell birds 
of every sort; in the shadow of its branches 
they will dwell. 24And all the trees of the 
field shall know that I, the LORD, ehave 
brought down the high tree and exalted 
the low tree, dried up the green tree and 
made the dry tree flourish; ‘I, the LORD, 
have spoken and have done it.” 


A False Proverb Refuted 

1 The word of the LORD came to me 
again, saying, 2“What do you mean 

when you use this proverb concerning the 

land of Israel, saying: 


‘The ¢fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
And the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 


3“As I live,” says the Lord GoD, “you 
shall no longer use this proverb in Israel. 


4 “Behold, all souls are Mine; 
The soul of the father 
As well as the soul of the son is Mine; 
cThe soul who sins shall die. 
5 But if aman is just 
And does what is lawful and right; 
6 d]f he has not eaten on the mountains, 
Nor lifted up his eyes to the idols of the 
house of Israel, 
Nor edefiled his neighbor’s wife, 
Nor approached fa woman during her 
impurity; 
7 If he has not oppressed anyone, 
But has restored to the debtor his 
hpledge; 
Has robbed no one by violence, 
But has igiven his bread to the hungry 
And covered the naked with iclothing; 
8 If he has not exacted “usury 
Nor taken any increase, 
But has withdrawn his hand from 
iniquity 
And ‘executed true judgment between 
man and man; 
9 If he has walked in My statutes 
And kept My judgments faithfully— 
He is just; 
He shall surely live!” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


* 17:21 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
many Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac read choice 
men; Targum reads mighty men; Septuagint omits 
All his fugitives. 


charging God with unfairness in punishing the pres- 
ent population. Ezekiel points out that present and 
past sins make God's actions just and fair. In this sec- 
tion, the Lord explains His grounds for using Babylon 
to judge Judah. 

17:22 | will take also. The Hebrew is emphatic: “I 
Myself will take.” In contrast to human kings, God 
declared that He personally would pick out, plant, 
and make prominent “a tender one,” that is a twig or 
a sprig. Cedar branches are symbolic of rulers on the 
Davidic throne (17:3—4,12—13) and elsewhere of a line 
of David’s descendants prophesied to produce the 
Messiah (2 Sam. 7:16; Is. 11:1—5; Jer. 22:24-30; Zech. 
6:9-13; Matt. 1:1-17). 

17:23-24 made the dry tree flourish. What was 
accomplished in the restoration under Zerubbabel 
was a fulfillment of this promise. But as is often the 
case, in biblical prophecy, the greater fulfillment is 
still to come in the reign of the Savior King. 

18:2-3 set on edge. The Hebrew word that is ren- 
dered here is literally “made dull” but can refer to a 
sour sensation. The main idea of the proverb is that 
children are affected by their parents’ behavioral 


choices just as eating sour grapes produces a bitter 
taste. However, the people were interpreting and 
applying this proverb incorrectly; therefore, God said 
they should not use it any longer. 

18:4 The soul who sins shall die. \n this verse, the 
physical, earthly consequences of sinful behavior are 
being addressed (3:16-21; 33:12—20; Deut. 30:15-20). 
18:6 approached a woman during her impurity. 
In ancient Israel, intimacy during the woman's men- 
strual period was prohibited. The Old Testament does 
not explain the reason for this, but it may be tied to 
the special role of blood for the atoning of sin (Lev. 
15:19-33). 


17:16" Ezek. 12:13. 17:17 5 Jer. 37:7 Jer. 52:4 
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Lev. 18:20; 20:10 fLev. 18:19; 20:18 18:79Ex. 22:21 

h Deut. 24:12 ‘Deut. 15:7, 11 /Is.58:7 18:8 Ex. 22:25 
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10 “If he begets a son who is a robber 
Or "a shedder of blood, 
Who does any of these things 
11 And does none of those duties, 
But has eaten on the mountains 
Or defiled his neighbor’s wife; 
12 Tf he has oppressed the poor and needy, 
Robbed by violence, 
Not restored the pledge, 
Lifted his eyes to the idols, 
Or °committed abomination; 
13 Tf he has exacted usury 
Or taken increase— 
Shall he then live? 
He shall not live! 
If he has done any of these abominations, 
He shall surely die; 
PHis blood shall be upon him. 


14 “Tf, however, he begets a son 
Who sees all the sins which his father 
has done, 
And considers but does not do likewise; 
15 aWho has not eaten on the mountains, 
Nor lifted his eyes to the idols of the 
house of Israel, 
Nor defiled his neighbor’s wife; 
16 Has not oppressed anyone, 
Nor withheld a pledge, 
Nor robbed by violence, 
But has given his bread to the hungry 
And covered the naked with clothing; 
17, Who has withdrawn his hand from the 
poor* 
And not received usury or increase, 
But has executed My judgments 
And walked in My statutes— 
He shall not die for the iniquity of his 
father; 
He shall surely live! 


18 “As for his father, 
Because he cruelly oppressed, 
Robbed his brother by violence, 
And did what is not good among his 
people, 
Behold, "he shall die for his iniquity. 


Turn and Live 

19“Yet you say, ‘Why sshould the son 
not bear the guilt of the father?’ Because 
the son has done what is lawful and right, 
and has kept all My statutes and observed 
them, he shall surely live. 2°'The soul who 
sins shall die. The son shall not bear the 
guilt of the father, nor the father bear the 
guilt of the son. vThe righteousness of the 
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righteous shall be upon himself, “and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 
himself. 

21“But xif a wicked man turns from all 
his sins which he has committed, keeps all 
My statutes, and does what is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
22yNone of the transgressions which he has 
committed shall be remembered against 
him; because of the righteousness which 
he has done, he shall Zlive. 23¢Do Ihave any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” 
says the Lord GoD, “and not that he should 
turn from his ways and live? 

24“But bwhen a righteous man turns 
away from his righteousness and com- 
mits iniquity, and does according to all the 
abominations that the wicked man does, 
shall he live? ©All the righteousness which 
he has done shall not be remembered; be- 
cause of the unfaithfulness of which he is 
guilty and the sin which he has committed, 
because of them he shall die. 

25“Yet you say, ¢‘The way of the Lord is 
not fair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel, is it 
not My way which is fair, and your ways 
which are not fair? 26eWhen a righteous 
man turns away from his righteousness, 
commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is be- 
cause of the iniquity which he has done 
that he dies. 27Again, fwhen a wicked man 
turns away from the wickedness which he 
committed, and does what is lawful and 
right, he preserves himself alive. 28Because 
he Sconsiders and turns away from all the 
transgressions which he committed, he 
shall surely live; he shall not die. 29” Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord 
is not fair.’ O house of Israel, is it not My 
ways which are fair, and your ways which 
are not fair? 

30i“Therefore I will judge you, O house 
of Israel, every one according to his ways,” 
says the Lord Gop. /“Repent, and turn from 
all your transgressions, so that iniquity 
will not be your ruin. 3!*Cast away from 
you all the transgressions which you have 
committed, and get yourselves a /new heart 
and a new spirit. For why should you die, O 
house of Israel? 32For ™] have no pleasure 
in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord 
Gop. “Therefore turn and “live!” 


* 18:17 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads iniquity (compare 
verse 8). 


18:19-32 Why should the son not bear the guilt 
of the father? \n this passage, Ezekiel further clar- 
ifies his teaching on individual responsibility for sin 
by answering certain questions that reflect what his 
audience might be thinking in response to his pre- 
vious message. God’s response to their questions 
through Ezekiel is, in part, also composed of ques- 
tions. 
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Israel Degraded 

1 9 “Moreover “take up a lamentation for 
the princes of Israel, 2and say: 


‘What is your mother? A lioness: 
She lay down among the lions; 
Among the young lions she nourished 
her cubs. 
3 She brought up one of her cubs, 
And bhe became a young lion; 
He learned to catch prey, 
And he devoured men. 
4 The nations also heard of him; 
He was trapped in their pit, 
And they brought him with chains to 
the land of ‘Egypt. 


5 ‘When she saw that she waited, that 
her hope was lost, 
She took ¢another of her cubs and 
made him a young lion. 
6 eHe roved among the lions, 
And fbecame a young lion; 
He learned to catch prey; 
He devoured men. 
7 He knew their desolate places,* 
And laid waste their cities; 
The land with its fullness was desolated 
By the noise of his roaring. 
8 sThen the nations set against him from 
the provinces on every side, 
And spread their net over him; 
hHe was trapped in their pit. 
9 iThey put him in a cage with chains, 
And brought him to the king of 
Babylon; 
They brought him in nets, 
That his voice should no longer be 
heard on ‘the mountains of Israel. 


1 


So 


“Your mother was #like a vine in your 
bloodline,* 

Planted by the waters, 

'Fruitful and full of branches 

Because of many waters. 

ll She had strong branches for scepters 
of rulers. 

mShe towered in stature above the thick 
branches, 

And was seen in her height amid the 

dense foliage. 


12 But she was "plucked up in fury, 
She was cast down to the ground, 
And the °east wind dried her fruit. 
Her strong branches were broken and 

withered; 
The fire consumed them. 

13° And now she is planted in the 

wilderness, 
Ina dry and thirsty land. 

14 pFire has come out from a rod of her 

branches 

And devoured her fruit, 

So that she has no strong branch— 
a scepter for ruling.’” 


aThis is a lamentation, and has become 
a lamentation. 


The Rebellions of Israel 
2 It came to pass in the seventh year, 
in the fifth month, on the tenth day 
of the month, that “certain of the elders 
of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and 
sat before me. Then the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying, 3“Son of man, speak 
to the elders of Israel, and say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “Have you come 
to inquire of Me? As I live,” says the Lord 
Gop, »“I will not be inquired of by you.”’ 
4Will you judge them, son of man, will you 
judge them? Then cmake known to them 
the abominations of their fathers. 
5“Say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob: 
“On the day when 4I chose Israel and raised 
My hand in an oath to the descendants 
of the house of Jacob, and made Myself 
eknown to them in the land of Egypt, I 
raised My hand in an oath to them, say- 
ing, I am the LORD your God.’ 6On that 
day I raised My hand in an oath to them, 
sto bring them out of the land of Egypt into 
a land that I had searched out for them, 
h*flowing with milk and honey,” ‘the glory 


*19:7 Septuagint reads He stood in insolence; 
Targum reads He destroyed its palaces; Vulgate 
reads He learned to make widows. * 19:10 Lit- 
erally blood, following Masoretic Text, Syriac, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads like a flower ona 
pomegranate tree; Targum reads in your likeness. 
* 20:6 Exodus 3:8 


19:2-10 lioness ... vine in your bloodline. Most 
likely both of these terms represented the nation of 
Israel since each was a “mother” of kings—the “cubs” 
and the “branches.” The vine and lion images are 
common symbols for Hebrew royalty and nationality 
(15:1-6; 17:1-10; Gen. 49:9). 

19:13 In adry and thirsty land. To anyone who loved 
the covenantal promises focused on God’s worship in 
Jerusalem, any alternative to Jerusalem was akin to 
living in the desert. 

20:2-4 | will not be inquired of by you. God explains 
to Ezekiel that the elders of Israel had forfeited any 
right to inquire of Him due to the abominations of 
their fathers. All the people are responsible for their 
own sins, and this does not mean that these Hebrews 
were paying for sins their ancestors had committed. 
Instead, the present generation of Hebrews in exile 


had clearly shown their failure to learn practical les- 
sons from history, and thus had condemned them- 
selves to repeat many mistakes. These leaders came 
to God with questions, but the questions were foolish 
and demonstrated the people's sinfulness. God gives 
a remedial review of their past. 
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of all lands. 7Then I said to them, ‘Each of 
you, ‘throw away *the abominations which 
are before his eyes, and do not defile your- 
selves with 'the idols of Egypt. I am the 
LORD your God.’ 8But they rebelled against 
Me and would not obey Me. They did not 
all cast away the abominations which were 
before their eyes, nor did they forsake the 
idols of Egypt. Then I said, ‘I will ™pour 
out My fury on them and fulfill My anger 
against them in the midst of the land of 
Egypt.’ 9"But I acted for My name’s sake, 
that it should not be profaned before the 
Gentiles among whom they were, in whose 
sight Ihad made Myself °known to them, to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt. 

10“Therefore I made them go out of the 
land of Egypt and brought them into the 
wilderness. !!aAndI gave them My statutes 
and showed them My judgments, “which, if 
aman does, he shall live by them.’”* !2More- 
over I also gave them My ‘Sabbaths, to bea 
sign between them and Me, that they might 
know that I am the LORD who sanctifies 
them. 13 Yet the house of Israel ‘rebelled 
against Me in the wilderness; they did not 
walk in My statutes; they udespised My 
judgments, ’‘which, if a man does, he shall 
live by them’;* and they greatly “defiled My 
Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out My 
fury on them in the «wilderness, to con- 
sume them. !yBut I acted for My name’s 
sake, that it should not be profaned before 
the Gentiles, in whose sight I had brought 
them out. 145So 2I also raised My hand in 
an oath to them in the wilderness, that I 
would not bring them into the land which 
I had given them, “flowing with milk and 
honey,’* >the glory of all lands, 16-because 
they despised My judgments and did not 
walk in My statutes, but profaned My Sab- 
baths; for “their heart went after their idols. 
l7eNevertheless My eye spared them from 
destruction. I did not make an end of them 
in the wilderness. 

18“But I said to their children in the wil- 
derness, ‘Do not walk in the statutes of 
your fathers, nor observe their judgments, 
nor defile yourselves with their idols. 191 
am the LORD your God: fWalk in My stat- 
utes, keep My judgments, and do them; 
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20shallow My Sabbaths, and they will be 
a sign between Me and you, that you may 
know that I am the LorD your God.’ 
21“Notwithstanding, "the children re- 
belled against Me; they did not walk in My 
statutes, and were not careful to observe 
My judgments, ‘which, if a man does, he 
shall live by them’;* but they profaned My 
Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour out My 
fury on them and fulfill My anger against 
them in the wilderness. 22Nevertheless 
I withdrew My hand and acted for My 
name’s sake, that it should not be profaned 
in the sight of the Gentiles, in whose sight 
Thad brought them out. 23Also I raised My 
hand in an oath to those in the wilderness, 
that jI would scatter them among the Gen- 
tiles and disperse them throughout the 
countries, 24*because they had not exe- 
cuted My judgments, but had despised My 
statutes, profaned My Sabbaths, and 'their 
eyes were fixed on their fathers’ idols. 
25“Therefore ™I also gave them up to 
statutes that were not good, and judg- 
ments by which they could not live; 26and I 
pronounced them unclean because of their 
ritual gifts, in that they caused all their 
firstborn to pass "through the fire, that I 
might make them desolate and that they 
omight know that Iam the LORD.”’ 
27“Therefore, son of man, speak to the 
house of Israel, and say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord Gop: “In this too your fathers 
have Pblasphemed Me, by being unfaithful 
to Me. 28When I brought them into the land 
concerning which I had raised My hand in 
an oath to give them, and ‘they saw all 
the high hills and all the thick trees, there 
they offered their sacrifices and provoked 
Me with their offerings. There they also 
sent up their "sweet aroma and poured 
out their drink offerings. 29Then I said to 
them, ‘What is this high place to which 
you go?’ So its name is called Bamah* to 
this day.”’ 30Therefore say to the house of 
Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “Are you 
defiling yourselves in the manner of your 


*20:11 Leviticus 18:5 * 20:13 Leviticus 18:5 
* 20:15 Exodus 3:8 *20:21 Leviticus 18:5 
* 20:29 Literally High Place 


20:11 if a man does, he shall live by them. Follow- 
ing their exodus from slavery in Egypt, God began to 
sanctify the Israelites by revealing to them a code of 
law and entering a covenant relationship with them 
on a Creator-creature basis. This does not teach that 
eternal salvation can be earned by good works, but 
that the quality of the believer's physical and spiritual 
life on earth are related to his or her obedience to the 
living God. 

20:12 gave them My Sabbaths. This is an important 
verse for understanding the Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11; 
Deut. 5:12—-15). Sabbath means “rest.” That is, the Sab- 
bath was a day to cease all ordinary work or labor, as 
clearly emphasized in Exodus 20:8-11. The Sabbath 
was to serve as a sign of God’s covenantal relation- 
ship with His people, Israel. 


20:20 hallow My Sabbaths. This word means “to 
treat as holy,” “to observe as distinct,” and “to conse- 
crate.” God commands that His Sabbaths be contin- 
ually maintained by His people as sacred—distinct 
and separate from ordinary days. 
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sfathers, and committing harlotry accord- 
ing to their ‘abominations? 31For when you 
offer “your gifts and make your sons pass 
through the fire, you defile yourselves with 
all your idols, even to this day. So shallI be 
inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I 
live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will vnot be in- 
quired of by you. 32~What you have in your 
mind shall never be, when you say, ‘We will 
be like the Gentiles, like the families in oth- 
er countries, serving wood and stone.’ 


God Will Restore Israel 

33“As I live,” says the Lord GoD, “surely 
with a mighty hand, «with an outstretched 
arm, and with fury poured out, I will rule 
over you. 34I will bring you out from the 
peoples and gather you out of the countries 
where you are scattered, with a mighty 
hand, with an outstretched arm, and with 
fury poured out. #5And I will bring you into 
the wilderness of the peoples, and there YI 
will plead My case with you face to face. 
36zJust as I pleaded My case with your fa- 
thers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, 
so I will plead My case with you,” says the 
Lord Gop. 

37“T will make you “pass under the rod, 
and I will bring you into the bond of the 
bcovenant; 38c] will purge the rebels from 
among you, and those who transgress 
against Me; I will bring them out of the 
country where they dwell, but ¢they shall 
not enter the land of Israel. Then you will 
know that I am the LORD. 

39“As for you, O house of Israel,” thus 
says the Lord Gop: e“Go, serve every one 
of you his idols—and hereafter—if you will 
not obey Me; ‘but profane My holy name no 
more with your gifts and your idols. 4°For 
gon My holy mountain, on the mountain 
height of Israel,” says the Lord GoD, “there 
hall the house of Israel, all of them in the 
land, shall serve Me; there ‘I will accept 
them, and there I will require your offerings 


and the firstfruits of your sacrifices, togeth- 
er with all your holy things. 4!I will accept 
you as a isweet aroma when I bring you out 
from the peoples and gather you out of the 
countries where you have been scattered; 
and I will be hallowed in you before the 
Gentiles. 42kThen you shall know that Iam 
the LORD, 'when I bring you into the land of 
Israel, into the country for which I raised 
My hand in an oath to give to your fathers. 
43And ™there you shall remember your 
ways and all your doings with which you 
were defiled; and "you shall loathe your- 
selves in your own sight because of all the 
evils that you have committed. 44eThen you 
shall know that I am the LorD, when I have 
dealt with you »for My name’s sake, not ac- 
cording to your wicked ways nor according 
to your corrupt doings, O house of Israel,” 
says the Lord Gob.’” 


Fire in the Forest 

45Furthermore the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying, 464“Son of man, set 
your face toward the south; preach against 
the south and prophesy against the forest 
land, the South,* 47and say to the forest 
of the South, ‘Hear the word of the LORD! 
Thus says the Lord Gop: “Behold, 'I will 
kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour sev- 
ery green tree and every dry tree in you; 
the blazing flame shall not be quenched, 
and all faces ‘from the south to the north 
shall be scorched by it. 48A1l flesh shall see 
that I, the LORD, have kindled it; it shall not 
be quenched.”’” 

49Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gop! They say 
of me, ‘Does he not speak “parables?’” 


Babylon, the Sword of God 

2 And the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2¢“Son of man, set your 

face toward Jerusalem, »preach against the 


* 20:46 Hebrew Negev 


20:32 We will be like the Gentiles. Chosen to be a 
nation separate from sin and secular ways—a special 
instrument to reveal God's glory—lsrael’s consis- 
tent tendency was to identify with the neighboring 
ungodly nations and to take on their idolatrous ways 
(Ex. 19:5). 

20:33-36 | will bring you out from the peoples. 
The judgment of captivity in Babylon had begun in 
the deportations of 605 and 597 B.c. and would be 
continued with Jerusalem’s fall in 586 B.c. However, 
God also promised to restore Judah and to judge her 
enemies with fury (Deut. 4:34). This refers to the Per- 
sian conquest of Babylon in 539 B.c. and to the three 
returns of the Jews to their land and the rebuilding of 
their homeland (538-330 B.c.), yet Israel would again 
be taken captive and made to wander throughout 
the nations during the Roman occupation. 

20:37 I will make you pass under the rod. This is the 
way a shepherd counts and controls his sheep (Lev. 
27:32; Jer. 33:13). 

20:39 Go, serve every one of you his idols. This is an 


ironic command; the rest of the verse indicates that 
God was giving the stubborn people over to what 
they had decided. God grants each onea destiny con- 
sistent with his or her decisions. 

20:44 you shall know that | am the Lorpb. The prom- 
ise of this verse is that the Lord will gather the nation 
of Israel from places where they have been dispersed 
and that they will repent because of the evil things 
they have done. 

20:46-47 the forest of the South. This refers to the 
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holy places, and prophesy against the land 
of Israel; 3and say to the land of Israel, ‘Thus 
says the LorD: “Behold, I am against you, 
and I will draw My sword out of its sheath 
and cut off both 4righteous and wicked 
from you. 4Because I will cut off both righ- 
teous and wicked from you, therefore My 
sword shall go out of its sheath against all 
flesh efrom south to north, ®that all flesh 
may know that I, the LORD, have drawn My 
sword out of its sheath; it fshall not return 
anymore.”’ 6Sigh therefore, son of man, 
with a breaking heart, and sigh with bit- 
terness before their eyes. 7And it shall be 
when they say to you, ‘Why are you sigh- 
ing?’ that you shall answer, ‘Because of the 
news; when it comes, every heart will melt, 
hall hands will be feeble, every spirit will 
faint, and all knees will be weak as water. 
Behold, it is coming and shall be brought to 
pass,’ says the Lord Gob.” 

8Again the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 9“Son of man, prophesy and 
say, ‘Thus says the LORD!’ Say: 


i‘A sword, a sword is sharpened 
And also polished! 
10 Sharpened to make a dreadful 
slaughter, 
Polished to flash like lightning! 
Should we then make mirth? 
It despises the scepter of My son, 
As it does all wood. 
ll And He has given it to be polished, 
That it may be handled; 
This sword is sharpened, and it is 
polished 
To be given into the hand of ithe slayer.’ 


12 “Cry and wail, son of man; 
For it will be against My people, 
Against all the princes of Israel. 
Terrors including the sword will be 
against My people; 
Therefore ’strike your thigh. 
13 “Because it is 'a testing, 
And what if the sword despises even 
the scepter? 
mThe scepter shall be no more,” 


says the Lord Gop. 
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14 “You therefore, son of man, prophesy, 
And "strike your hands together. 
The third time let the sword do double 
damage. 

It is the sword that slays, 

The sword that slays the great men, 

That enters their °private chambers. 

15 Thave set the point of the sword 

against all their gates, 

That the heart may melt and many 
may stumble. 

Ah! PIt is made bright; 

It is grasped for slaughter: 


16 “Swords?¢ at the ready! 
Thrust right! 
Set your blade! 
Thrust left— 
Wherever your edge is ordered! 


17 “T also will "beat My fists together, 
And sI will cause My fury to rest; 
I, the LORD, have spoken.” 


18The word of the LORD came to me 
again, saying: 19*And son of man, appoint 
for yourself two ways for the sword of the 
king of Babylon to go; both of them shall go 
from the same land. Make a sign; put it at 
the head of the road to the city. 20Appoint 
a road for the sword to go to ‘Rabbah of 
the Ammonites, and to Judah, into forti- 
fied Jerusalem. 2!For the king of Babylon 
stands at the parting of the road, at the 
fork of the two roads, to use divination: he 
shakes the arrows, he consults the images, 
he looks at the liver. 22In his right hand is 
the divination for Jerusalem: to set up bat- 
tering rams, to call for a slaughter, to “lift 
the voice with shouting, vto set battering 
rams against the gates, to heap up a siege 
mound, and to build a wall. 23And it will be 
to them like a false divination in the eyes 
of those who “have sworn oaths with them; 
but he will bring their iniquity to remem- 
brance, that they may be taken. 

24“Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 
‘Because you have made your iniquity to 
be remembered, in that your transgres- 
sions are uncovered, so that in all your do- 
ings your sins appear—because you have 
come to remembrance, you shall be taken 
in hand. 


land of Judah—the southern kingdom—which had 
more trees then than now. 

21:6 a breaking heart. This phrase translates words 
that literally mean “breaking loins,” suggesting great 
emotional upheaval. 

21:12 Cry and wail... strike your thigh. Ezekiel was 
told to add verbal groans and a physical gesture to 
his musical message. In that culture, these actions 
displayed great grief and sorrow (Jer. 31:19). 
21:14-17 The third time . . . double damage. 
This was a numeric device (Prov. 6:16) used here 
to emphasize the extent and effectiveness of the 
sword’s employment against Judah. 

21:19-20 Make a sign. Ezekiel was to place a sign- 
post at a fork in the road leading to the capital cities 
of Ammon and Judah. 


21:21 shakes the arrows. There was a method of 
casting lots using arrows inscribed with names. They 
were shaken about in the quiver and then dropped 
to the ground like throwing dice. looks at the liver. 
Sheep livers from sacrificed animals were studied. 
The shades and shapes of various sections of the 
organ were the basis for a positive or negative pre- 
diction. 
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25‘Now to you, O xprofane, wicked prince 
of Israel, Ywhose day has come, whose in- 
iquity shall end, 26thus says the Lord Gop: 


“Remove the turban, and take off the 
crown; 
Nothing shall remain the same. 
zExalt the humble, and humble the 
exalted. 
27 Overthrown, overthrown, 
I will make it overthrown! 
aJt shall be no longer, 
Until He comes whose right it is, 
And I will give it to "Him.”’ 


A Sword Against the Ammonites 

28“And you, son of man, prophesy and 
say, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD ‘concerning 
the Ammonites and concerning their re- 
proach,’ and say: 


‘A sword, a sword is drawn, 
Polished for slaughter, 
For consuming, for flashing— 
29 While they 4see false visions for you, 
While they divine a lie to you, 
To bring you on the necks of the 
wicked, the slain 

eWhose day has come, 

Whose iniquity shall end. 


30 ‘Return it to its sheath. 
8] will judge you 
In the place where you were created, 
hIn the land of your nativity. 
31 J will ‘pour out My indignation on you; 

I will blow against you with the fire of 
My wrath, 

And deliver you into the hands of 
brutal men who are skillful to 
Rdestroy. 

32, You shall be fuel for the fire; 

Your blood shall be in the midst of the 
land. 

'You shall not be remembered, 

For I the LORD have spoken.’” 


Sins of Jerusalem 
2 2 Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, 2“Now, son of man, 


awill you judge, will you judge >the bloody 
city? Yes, show her all her abominations! 
3Then say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “The 
city sheds ‘blood in her own midst, that 
her time may come; and she makes idols 
within herself to defile herself. 4You have 
become guilty by the blood which you 
have 4shed, and have defiled yourself with 
the idols which you have made. You have 
caused your days to draw near, and have 
come to the end of your years; «therefore 
I have made you a reproach to the nations, 
and a mockery to all countries. 5Those 
near and those far from you will mock you 
as infamous and full of tumult. 

6“T ook, ‘the princes of Israel: each one 
has used his power to shed blood in you. 
7In you they have ¢made light of father and 
mother; in your midst they have "oppressed 
the stranger; in you they have mistreated 
the fatherless and the widow. 8 You have 
despised My holy things and ‘profaned 
My Sabbaths. 9In you are imen who slan- 
der to cause bloodshed; in you are those 
who eat on the mountains; in your midst 
they commit lewdness. !%In you men !un- 
cover their fathers’ nakedness; in you they 
violate women who are “set apart during 
their impurity. 4One commits abomination 
nwith his neighbor’s wife; “another lewdly 
defiles his daughter-in-law; and another in 
you violates his sister, his father’s >daugh- 
ter. 12In you ¢they take bribes to shed 
blood; ‘you take usury and increase; you 
have made profit from your neighbors by 
extortion, and shave forgotten Me,” says 
the Lord Gop. 

13“Behold, therefore, I ‘beat My fists at 
the dishonest profit which you have made, 
and at the bloodshed which has been in 
your midst. “Can your heart endure, or 
can your hands remain strong, in the days 
when I shall deal with you? vI, the LORD, 
have spoken, and will do it. 5] will scat- 
ter you among the nations, disperse you 
throughout the countries, and xremove your 
filthiness completely from you. !®You shall 
defile yourself in the sight of the nations; 
then Yyou shall know that I am the LORD.”’” 


21:26-27 turban... crown. These stand for the 
priesthood and kingship. Both would be removed 
from Judah. 

21:28 concerning the Ammonites. The Ammonites 
joined other nations east of the Jordan in raiding 
Judean territory, in return for protection from Neb- 
uchadnezzar. Later, during the reign of Zedekiah, 
Ammon, Moab, Edom, and others conspired against 
Babylon, but with false hopes of help from Egypt (Jer. 
27:3-11). 

22:1-5 You have caused your days to draw near. 
The city was ripe for judgment. When such hypoc- 
tisy is exposed and punishment is executed before 
the world, God’s people become lasting objects of 
ridicule. 

22:6-12 the princes of Israel. Jerusalem's princes 
had shed the blood of innocent people (7:27; 11:1; 
12:10; 19:1; 21:13). These evil leaders had been (1) tak- 
ing advantage of parents and the weak; (2) rejecting 


God and His covenant, leading to ungodliness and 
inhumanity; (3) murdering the innocent by slander- 
ing them; (4) preferring idolatrous religion and its 
immoral rituals; (5) engaging in sexual immorality 
with neighbors, family, and relatives; and (6) loving 
money and using it to get ahead of fellow citizens. 
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Israel in the Furnace 

17The word of the LORD came to me, say- 
ing, 18“Son of man, 2the house of Israel has 
become dross to Me; they are all bronze, 
tin, iron, and lead, in the midst of a @fur- 
nace; they have become dross from silver. 
19Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Be- 
cause you have all become dross, therefore 
behold, I will gather you into the midst of 
Jerusalem. 29As men gather silver, bronze, 
iron, lead, and tin into the midst of a fur- 
nace, to blow fire on it, to "melt it; so I will 
gather you in My anger and in My fury, and 
I will leave you there and melt you. 21 Yes, 
I will gather you and blow on you with the 
fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted in 
its midst. 22As silver is melted in the midst 
of a furnace, so shall you be melted in its 
midst; then you shall know that I, the LORD, 
have ‘poured out My fury on you.’” 


Israel’s Wicked Leaders 

23And the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 24“Son of man, say to her: ‘You 
are a land that is 4not cleansed* or rained 
on in the day of indignation.’ 25¢The con- 
spiracy of her prophets* in her midst is 
like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they 
fhave devoured people; sthey have taken 
treasure and precious things; they have 
made many widows in her midst. 26"Her 
priests have violated My law and ‘pro- 
faned My holy things; they have not dis- 
tinguished between the holy and unholy, 
nor have they made known the difference 
between the unclean and the clean; and 
they have hidden their eyes from My Sab- 
baths, so that I am profaned among them. 
27Her kprinces in her midst are like wolves 
tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy 
people, and to get dishonest gain. 28/Her 
prophets plastered them with untempered 
mortar, "seeing false visions, and divin- 
ing "lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the 
Lord GOD,’ when the LORD had not spoken. 
29The people of the land have used oppres- 
sions, committed robbery, and mistreated 
the poor and needy; and they wrongfully 
ooppress the stranger. 39»So I sought for a 
man among them who would “make a wall, 
and ‘stand in the gap before Me on behalf 
of the land, that I should not destroy it; but 
I found no one. 3!Therefore I have spoured 
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out My indignation on them; I have con- 
sumed them with the fire of My wrath; and 
I have recompensed ‘their deeds on their 
own heads,” says the Lord GoD. 


Two Harlot Sisters 
2 The word of the LORD came again to 
me, saying: 


2 “Son of man, there were “two women, 
The daughters of one mother. 
3 bThey committed harlotry in Egypt, 
They committed harlotry in ctheir 
youth; 
Their breasts were there embraced, 
Their virgin bosom was there pressed. 
4 Their names: Oholah* the elder and 
Oholibah* ¢her sister; 
eThey were Mine, 
And they bore sons and daughters. 
As for their names, 
Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem is 
Oholibah. 


The Older Sister, Samaria 
5 “Oholah played the harlot even though 
she was Mine; 
And she lusted for her lovers, the 
neighboring fAssyrians, 
6 Who were clothed in purple, 
Captains and rulers, 
All of them desirable young men, 
Horsemen riding on horses. 
7 Thus she committed her harlotry with 
them, 
All of them choice men of Assyria; 
And with all for whom she lusted, 
With all their idols, she defiled herself. 
8 She has never given up her harlotry 
brought from Egypt, 
For in her youth they had lain with her, 
Pressed her virgin bosom, 
And poured out their immorality upon 
her. 


9 “Therefore I have delivered her 
Into the hand of her lovers, 
Into the hand of the "Assyrians, 
For whom she lusted. 


* 22:24 Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads showered upon. 

* 22:25 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint reads princes; Targum reads scribes. 
* 23:4 Literally Her Own Tabernacle ° Literally 
My Tabernacle Is in Her 


22:26 Her priests. Those who were supposed to 
be leaders were not examples of separation from 
worldly ways (Ex. 19:6). Some at least were motivated 
by monetary gain (Mic. 3:11). 

22:28 plastered them with untempered mortar. 
The false prophets were involved in “whitewashing” 
the sins of the nation’s leaders. 

22:30 sought for a man among them. God could 
not find a spiritual leader to guide the people in god- 
liness. 

23:4 Oholah. In Hebrew, Oholah means “her own 
tabernacle” and Oholibah means “My tabernacle is 
in her.” These seem to refer to God's sanctuaries in 


each land or, in a distinct usage, to the tent shrines 
‘or Canaanite idols as opposed to God's true temple. 

23:9-10 They uncovered her nakedness. This 
means to be stripped bare and so put to great shame. 
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10 They uncovered her nakedness, 
Took away her sons and daughters, 
And slew her with the sword; 
She became a byword among women, 
For they had executed judgment on her. 


The Younger Sister, Jerusalem 

“Now ‘although her sister Oholibah 
saw this, ishe became more corrupt in her 
lust than she, and in her harlotry more cor- 
rupt than her sister’s harlotry. 


12 “She lusted for the neighboring 
kAssyrians, 
[Captains and rulers, 
Clothed most gorgeously, 
Horsemen riding on horses, 
All of them desirable young men. 
13. Then I saw that she was defiled; 
Both took the same way. 
4 But she increased her harlotry; 
She looked at men portrayed on the 
wall, 
Images of "Chaldeans portrayed in 
vermilion, 
15 Girded with belts around their waists, 
Flowing turbans on their heads, 
All of them looking like captains, 
In the manner of the Babylonians of 
Chaldea, 
The land of their nativity. 
16 nAs soon as her eyes saw them, 
She lusted for them 
And sent “messengers to them in 
Chaldea. 


17 “Then the Babylonians came to her, 
into the bed of love, 
And they defiled her with their 
immorality; 
So she was defiled by them, vand 
alienated herself from them. 
18 She revealed her harlotry and 
uncovered her nakedness. 
Then 4I ralienated Myself from her, 
As Thad alienated Myself from her 
sister. 


19 “Yet she multiplied her harlotry 
In calling to remembrance the days of 
her youth, 
sWhen she had played the harlot in the 
land of Egypt. 
20 For she lusted for her paramours, 
Whose flesh is like the flesh of 
donkeys, 


And whose issue is like the issue of 
horses. 
21 Thus you called to remembrance the 
lewdness of your youth, 
When the ‘Egyptians pressed your 
bosom 
Because of your youthful breasts. 


Judgment on Jerusalem 
22“Therefore, Oholibah, thus says the 
Lord Gop: 


“Behold, I will stir up your lovers 
against you, 
From whom you have alienated 
yourself, 
And I will bring them against you 
from every side: 
23 The Babylonians, 
All the Chaldeans, 
vPekod, Shoa, Koa, 
wAll the Assyrians with them, 
All of them desirable young men, 
Governors and rulers, 
Captains and men of renown, 
All of them riding on horses. 
24 And they shall come against you 
With chariots, wagons, and 
war-horses, 
With a horde of people. 
They shall array against you 
Buckler, shield, and helmet all around. 


‘T will delegate judgment to them, 
And they shall judge you according to 
their judgments. 
I will set My jealousy against you, 
And they shall deal furiously with you; 
They shall remove your nose and your 
ears, 
And your remnant shall fall by the 
sword; 
They shall take your sons and your 
daughters, 
And your remnant shall be devoured 
by fire. 
26 yThey shall also strip you of your 
clothes 
And take away your beautiful jewelry. 


2! 
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‘Thus 2] will make you cease your 
lewdness and your ¢harlotry 

Brought from the land of Egypt, 

So that you will not lift your eyes to 
them, 

Nor remember Egypt anymore.’ 


Ezekiel is reminding his audience of how God already 
had judged Samaria through Assyrian conquest and 
captivity in 722 B.c. (2 Kin. 17:5-41). 

23:14 She looked at men portrayed on the wall. 
These lines tell how Judean envoys to Babylon 
became enamored of Babylonian rulers and their 
power through pictures (Jer. 22:14) on their palace 
and temple walls. 

23:17-18 she was defiled by them. This is an allu- 
sion to Judah's turning in disappointment and dis- 
gust from relying on Babylon to relying on Egypt 
(2 Kin. 23:28—24:1). God's alienation from Jerusalem 


is an allusion to the city’s coming defeat by Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 
23:24 Buckler. This was a large rectangular shield. 
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28“For thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Surely I 
will deliver you into the hand of those you 
hate, into the hand of those ‘from whom 
you alienated yourself. 29¢They will deal 
hatefully with you, take away all you have 
worked for, and ¢leave you naked and bare. 
The nakedness of your harlotry shall be 
uncovered, both your lewdness and your 
harlotry. 29] will do these things to you be- 
cause you have fgone as a harlot after the 
Gentiles, because you have become defiled 
by their idols. 31 You have walked in the 
way of your sister; therefore I will put her 
gcup in your hand.’ 

32“Thus says the Lord GOD: 


“You shall drink of your sister’s cup, 
The deep and wide one; 
hYou shall be laughed to scorn 
And held in derision; 
It contains much. 
33 You will be filled with drunkenness 
and sorrow, 
The cup of horror and desolation, 
The cup of your sister Samaria. 
34 You shall ‘drink and drain it, 
You shall break its shards, 
And tear at your own breasts; 
For I have spoken,’ 
Says the Lord Gop. 


35“Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 


‘Because you ‘have forgotten Me and 
kcast Me behind your back, 
Therefore you shall bear the penalty 
Of your lewdness and your harlotry.’” 


Both Sisters Judged 

36The LORD also said to me: “Son of man, 
will you ‘judge Oholah and Oholibah? Then 
mdeclare to them their abominations. 37For 
they have committed adultery, and "blood 
is on their hands. They have committed 
adultery with their idols, and even sacri- 
ficed their sons °whom they bore to Me, 
passing them through the fire, to devour 
them. 38Moreover they have done this to 
Me: They have ?defiled My sanctuary on 
the same day and ¢profaned My Sabbaths. 
39For after they had slain their children for 
their idols, on the same day they came into 
My sanctuary to profane it; and indeed 
'thus they have done in the midst of My 
house. 

40“Furthermore you sent for men to come 
from afar, sto whom a messenger was sent; 
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and there they came. And you twashed 
yourself for them, “painted your eyes, and 
adorned yourself with ornaments. 4! You 
sat on a stately vcouch, with a table pre- 
pared before it, won which you had set My 
incense and My oil. 42The sound of a care- 
free multitude was with her, and Sabeans 
were brought from the wilderness with 
men of the common sort, who put brace- 
lets on their wrists and beautiful crowns on 
their heads. 43Then I said concerning her 
who had grown old in adulteries, ‘Will they 
commit harlotry with her now, and she 
with them?’ 44Yet they went in to her, as 
men go in to a woman who plays the harlot; 
thus they went in to Oholah and Oholibah, 
the lewd women. #But righteous men will 
xjudge them after the manner of adulter- 
esses, and after the manner of women who 
shed blood, because they are adulteresses, 
and Yblood is on their hands. 

46“For thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Bring 
up an assembly against them, give them 
up to trouble and plunder. 47¢The assembly 
shall stone them with stones and execute 
them with their swords; they shall slay 
their sons and their daughters, and burn 
their houses with fire. 48Thus ¢I will cause 
lewdness to cease from the land, ¢that all 
women may be taught not to practice your 
lewdness. 49They shall repay you for your 
lewdness, and you shall epay for your idol- 
atrous sins. fThen you shall know that lam 
the Lord Gop.’” 


Symbol of the Cooking Pot 
2 Again, in the ninth year, in the tenth 
month, on the tenth day of the month, 
the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
2“Son of man, write down the name of the 
day, this very day—the king of Babylon 
started his siege against Jerusalem ¢this 
very day. 3>And utter a parable to the re- 
bellious house, and say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord Gop: 


c“Put on a pot, set it on, 
And also pour water into it. 

4 Gather pieces of meat in it, 
Every good piece, 

The thigh and the shoulder. 
Fill it with choice cuts; 

5 Take the choice of the flock. 
Also pile fuel bones under it, 
Make it boil well, 

And let the cuts simmer in it.” 


23:32-34 You shall drink of your sister’s cup. The 
cup is often symbolic of God’s judgment (Ps. 75:7-8; 
Jer. 25:15-29). The phrase portrays how completely 
Judah would drink the cup of wrath, breaking what 
was already broken. tear at your own breasts. This 
image gives a picture of the resultant agony and 
anguish. 

24:1-2 write down the name of the day. This would 
be a bitter reminder of God's trustworthiness to do 
what He promised through the prophets. 

24:5 flock. The flock was symbolic of God's chosen 
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6*Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: 


“Woe to “the bloody city, 
To the pot whose scum is in it, 
And whose scum is not gone from it! 
Bring it out piece by piece, 
On which no ¢lot has fallen. 
7 For her blood is in her midst; 
She set it on top of a rock; 
fShe did not pour it on the ground, 
To cover it with dust. 
8 That it may raise up fury and take 
vengeance, 
8] have set her blood on top of a rock, 
That it may not be covered.” 


9‘Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 


h“Woe to the bloody city! 
I too will make the pyre great. 
10 Heap on the wood, 
Kindle the fire; 
Cook the meat well, 
Mix in the spices, 
And let the cuts be burned up. 


11 “Then set the pot empty on the coals, 
That it may become hot and its bronze 
may burn, 
That iits filthiness may be melted in it, 
That its scum may be consumed. 
12 She has grown weary with lies, 
And her great scum has not gone from 
her. 
Let her scum be in the fire! 
13 In your ‘filthiness is lewdness. 
Because I have cleansed you, and you 
were not cleansed, 
You will knot be cleansed of your 
filthiness anymore, 
'Till Ihave caused My fury to rest upon 
you. 
14m], the LORD, have spoken it; 
nJt shall come to pass, and I will do it; 
I will not hold back, 
oNor will I spare, 
Nor will I relent; 
According to your ways 
And according to your deeds 
They* will judge you,” 
Says the Lord Gop.’” 


The Prophet's Wife Dies 

15A1so the word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 16“Son of man, behold, I take away 
from you the desire of your eyes with one 
stroke; yet you shall Pneither mourn nor 
weep, nor shall your tears run down. !7Sigh 
in silence, ¢make no mourning for the dead; 
bind your turban on your head, and sput 
your sandals on your feet; ‘do not cover your 
lips, and do not eat man’s bread of sorrow.” 

18So I spoke to the people in the morn- 
ing, and at evening my wife died; and the 
next morning I did as I was commanded. 

19And the people said to me, ““Will you 
not tell us what these things signify to us, 
that you behave so?” 

20Then I answered them, “The word of 
the LORD came to me, saying, 2!‘Speak to 
the house of Israel, “Thus says the Lord 
Gop: ‘Behold, vI will profane My sanctu- 
ary, your arrogant boast, the desire of your 
eyes, the delight of your soul; wand your 
sons and daughters whom you left behind 
shall fall by the sword. 22And you shall do 
as I have done; *you shall not cover your 
lips nor eat man’s bread of sorrow. 23 Your 
turbans shall be on your heads and your 
sandals on your feet; Yyou shall neither 
mourn nor weep, but zyou shall pine away 
in your iniquities and mourn with one an- 
other. 24Thus «Ezekiel is a sign to you; ac- 
cording to all that he has done you shall 
do; band when this comes, ‘you shall know 
that Iam the Lord Gop.’” 

25‘And you, son of man—will it not be 
in the day when I take from them ¢their 
stronghold, their joy and their glory, the 
desire of their eyes, and that on which they 
set their minds, their sons and their daugh- 
ters: 26that on that day ¢one who escapes 
will come to you to let you hear it with your 
ears? 277On that day your mouth will be 
opened to him who has escaped; you shall 
speak and no longer be mute. Thus you will 
be a sign to them, and they shall know that 
Iam the LoRD.’” 


* 24:14 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read I. 


people (ch. 34). bones. Bones were sometimes used 
as fuel for fire. 

24:6 no lot has fallen. God does not play favorites; 
His judgment would fall equally on all inhabitants of 
the city, for they all had sinned. 

24:16 you shall neither mourn nor weep. This 
command of God may be one of the hardest ever 
given to one of His servants. The picture of Ezek- 
iel’s wife dying and Ezekiel not being allowed to 
grieve illustrated God's pain over the death of His 
wife—Jerusalem—and His inability to mourn 
because the nation deserved the punishment. 
Ezekiel was called by God to be a sign to the exiles 
by demonstrating what they should do in response 
to the “death” of their desire and delight—their 
nation and its capital city. What Ezekiel was com- 
manded to accept and do illustrated the degree of 
personal sacrifice and separation from ordinary life 
that the prophetic ministry often required. A long 


period of mourning was normal in the ancient Middle 
East. 

24:21 the delight of your soul. The entire phrase 
means something like the “object of your affections.” 
The Judeans had the wrong kind of pride about the 
temple. Instead of the temple being a place of wor- 
ship and the house of God, the Judeans took pride in 
the building as a sign of their importance. 

24:22-24 sign. When Jerusalem fell, God would 
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Proclamation Against Ammon 
2 The word of the LORD came to me, 
saying, 2“Son of man, ¢set your face 

bagainst the Ammonites, and prophesy 
against them. 3Say to the Ammonites, 
‘Hear the word of the Lord Gop! Thus says 
the Lord Gop: “Because you said, ‘Aha!’ 
against My sanctuary when it was pro- 
faned, and against the land of Israel when 
it was desolate, and against the house of 
Judah when they went into captivity, 4in- 
deed, therefore, I will deliver you as a pos- 
session to the men of the East, and they 
shall set their encampments among you 
and make their dwellings among you; they 
shall eat your fruit, and they shall drink 
your milk. 5And I will make ¢Rabbah ea 
stable for camels and Ammon a resting 
place for flocks. fThen you shall know that 
Iam the LORD.” 

6‘For thus says the Lord Gob: “Because 
you clapped your hands, stamped your 
feet, and "rejoiced in heart with all your 
disdain for the land of Israel, 7indeed, 
therefore, I will istretch out My hand 
against you, and give you as plunder to the 
nations; I will cut you off from the peoples, 
and I will cause you to perish from the 
countries; I will destroy you, and you shall 
know that I am the LORD.” 


Proclamation Against Moab 

8‘Thus says the Lord GoD: “Because 
iMoab and Seir say, ‘Look! The house of 
Judah is like all the nations,’ 9therefore, 
behold, I will clear the territory of Moab 
of cities, of the cities on its frontier, the 
glory of the country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal 
Meon, and 'Kirjathaim. !°™To the men of 
the East I will give it as a possession, to- 
gether with the Ammonites, that the Am- 
monites "may not be remembered among 
the nations. "And I will execute judg- 
ments upon Moab, and they shall know 
that I am the LORD.” 


Proclamation Against Edom 
12Thus says the Lord Gop: °“Because of 
what Edom did against the house of Judah 
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by taking vengeance, and has greatly 
offended by avenging itself on them,” 
13therefore thus says the Lord Gop: “I will 
also stretch out My hand against Edom, 
cut off man and beast from it, and make 
it desolate from Teman; Dedan shall fall 
by the sword. 4°] will lay My vengeance 
on Edom by the hand of My people Israel, 
that they may do in Edom according to My 
anger and according to My fury; and they 
shall know My vengeance,” says the Lord 
GOD. 


Proclamation Against Philistia 
15‘Thus says the Lord Gop: «“Because 
'the Philistines dealt vengefully and took 
vengeance with a spiteful heart, to destroy 
because of the old hatred,” !6therefore thus 
says the Lord Gop: s“I will stretch out My 
hand against the Philistines, and I will cut 
off the tCherethites and destroy the rem- 
nant of the seacoast. 17I will vexecute great 
vengeance on them with furious rebukes; 
wand they shall know that I am the LoRD, 
when I lay My vengeance upon them.”’” 


Proclamation Against Tyre 
2 And it came to pass in the eleventh 
year, on the first day of the month, 
that the word of the LORD came to me, say- 
ing, 2“Son of man, “because Tyre has said 
against Jerusalem, »‘Aha! She is broken 
who was the gateway of the peoples; now 
she is turned over to me; I shall be filled; 
she is laid waste.’ 
3“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 
‘Behold, Iam against you, O Tyre, and will 
cause many nations to come up against 
you, as the sea causes its waves to come 
up. 4And they shall destroy the walls of 
Tyre and break down her towers; I will also 
scrape her dust from her, and ‘make her 
like the top of a rock. 5It shall be a place for 
spreading nets 4in the midst of the sea, for 
Ihave spoken,’ says the Lord Gop; ‘it shall 
become plunder for the nations. SAlso her 
daughter villages which are in the fields 
shall be slain by the sword. °Then they 
shall know that Iam the LorD.’ 


prove Himself as trustworthy and righteous, and 
Ezekiel as His true prophet (v. 27). you shall know 
that | am the Lord Gob. The trials that the Israelites 
were going through would prompt them to depend 
on the Lord and know that He is holy. 

25:2 set your face against the Ammonites. This 
country corresponds roughly to the present-day 
country of Jordan with its capital Amman. 

25:4 men of the East. This is another title for the 
Babylonians (21:31). Ancient historical records men- 
tion Ammon’s subjugation by Nebuchadnezzar five 
years after the fall of Jerusalem. Arab invaders came 
to dominate the territory, and Persian control began 
about 530 B.c. 

25:8-12 Moab and Seir. Moab was south of Ammon 
and east of the Dead Sea. Seir (Edom) was located 
south of Moab. They were the descendants of Esau. 


25:15 Philistines. The Philistines were along the 
Mediterranean coast in southwest Palestine. 

25:16 Cherethites. This term was used here as a sub- 
stitute term for some or all of the Philistines who had 
migrated from Crete. Their remote ancestors were 
Aegeans. 

26:2 Tyre. Tyre was a major seaport and the leading 
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7“For thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Behold, 
I will bring against Tyre from the north 
fNebuchadnezzar* king of Babylon, *king 
of kings, with horses, with chariots, and 
with horsemen, and an army with many 
people. 8He will slay with the sword your 
daughter villages in the fields; he will 
hheap up a siege mound against you, build 
a wall against you, and raise a defense 
against you. 9He will direct his battering 
rams against your walls, and with his axes 
he will break down your towers. !™Because 
of the abundance of his horses, their dust 
will cover you; your walls will shake at the 
noise of the horsemen, the wagons, and the 
chariots, when he enters your gates, as men 
enter a city that has been breached. ! With 
the hooves of his ‘horses he will trample all 
your streets; he will slay your people by the 
sword, and your strong pillars will fall to 
the ground. !2They will plunder your rich- 
es and pillage your merchandise; they will 
break down your walls and destroy your 
pleasant houses; they will lay your stones, 
your timber, and your soil in the imidst of 
the water. 18k] will put an end to the sound 
of 'your songs, and the sound of your harps 
shall be heard no more. 4] will make you 
like the top of a rock; you shall be a place 
for spreading nets, and you shall never be 
rebuilt, for I the LORD have spoken,’ says 
the Lord Gop. 

15“Thus says the Lord GoD to Tyre: ‘Will 
the coastlands not "shake at the sound of 
your fall, when the wounded cry, when 
slaughter is made in the midst of you? 
16Then all the °princes of the sea will 
P>come down from their thrones, lay aside 
their robes, and take off their embroidered 
garments; they will clothe themselves with 
trembling; ¢they will sit on the ground, 
"tremble every moment, and sbe astonished 
at you. !7And they will take up a tlamenta- 
tion for you, and say to you: 


“How you have perished, 
O one inhabited by seafaring men, 
O renowned city, 
Who was “strong at sea, 
She and her inhabitants, 


Who caused their terror to be on all 
her inhabitants! 
18 Now vthe coastlands tremble on the 
day of your fall; 
Yes, the coastlands by the sea are 
troubled at your departure.”’ 


19“For thus says the Lord GoD: ‘When 
I make you a desolate city, like cities that 
are not inhabited, when I bring the deep 
upon you, and great waters cover you, 
20then I will bring you down “with those 
who descend into the Pit, to the people 
of old, and I will make you dwell in the 
lowest part of the earth, in places desolate 
from antiquity, with those who go down to 
the Pit, so that you may never be inhabit- 
ed; and I shall establish glory *in the land 
of the living. 21yI will make you a terror, 
and you shall be no more; though you are 
sought for, you will never be found again,’ 
says the Lord Gop.” 


Lamentation for Tyre 

2 The word of the LORD came again to 
me, saying, 2“Now, son of man, take 

up alamentation for Tyre, 3and say to Tyre, 

b*You who are situated at the entrance of 

the sea, ‘merchant of the peoples on many 

coastlands, thus says the Lord Gop: 


“O Tyre, you have said, 
4‘T am perfect in beauty.’ 
4 Your borders are in the midst of the 
seas. 
Your builders have perfected your 
beauty. 
5 They made all your planks of fir trees 
from eSenir; 
They took a cedar from Lebanon to 
make you a mast. 
6 Offoaks from Bashan they made your 
oars; 
The company of Ashurites have inlaid 
your planks 
With ivory from £the coasts of 
Cyprus.* 


* 26:7 Hebrew Nebuchadrezzar, and so elsewhere 
inthis book *27:6 Hebrew Kittim, western 
lands, especially Cyprus 


city in Phoenicia (present-day Lebanon). has said. 
The past tense could refer to an event that had 
not yet taken place, using a Hebrew idiom which 
describes a future event so certain that it can be 
expressed as having already been accomplished (Is. 
9:6; 52:13 —53:12). 

26:7-14 | will make you like the top of a rock. This 
prophecy of Tyre’s fate had two steps. First the Bab- 
ylonian army under Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to it, 
and Persia defeated it in about 525 B.c. Then in 322 
B.c. Alexander the Great defeated it again when his 
army built a causeway a half mile long between the 
shore and the city on its island. He tore down defen- 
sive walls to build the causeway. 

27:1-25 take up a lamentation for Tyre. Prosperity 
often leads to pride, which results in the abandon- 
ment of God (Deut. 18:11-14). Jerusalem and Tyre 


both claimed to be unique, the former because of her 
exclusive claim to true religion and the latter because 
of the exclusive emphasis on material gain. Yet the 
wealth of Tyre vanished quickly. 

27:6 Bashan. This was the broad and fertile plateau 
east of the Sea of Galilee and the upper Jordan. 
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7 Fine embroidered linen from Egypt was 
what you spread for your sail; 
Blue and purple from the coasts of 
Elishah was what covered you. 


8 “Inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad were 
your oarsmen; 

Your wise men, O Tyre, were in you; 
They became your pilots. 

9 Elders of "Gebal and its wise men 
Were in you to caulk your seams; 
All the ships of the sea 
And their oarsmen were in you 
To market your merchandise. 


10 “Those from Persia, Lydia,* and Libya* 
Were in your army as men of war; 
They hung shield and helmet in you; 
They gave splendor to you. 

11 Men of Arvad with your army were on 

your walls all around, 

And the men of Gammad were in your 
towers; 

They hung their shields on your walls 
all around; 

They made ‘your beauty perfect. 


12i“Tarshish was your merchant because 
of your many luxury goods. They gave you 
silver, iron, tin, and lead for your goods. 
13kJavan, Tubal, and Meshech were your 
traders. They bartered ‘human lives and 
vessels of bronze for your merchandise. 
4Those from the house of ™Togarmah 
traded for your wares with horses, steeds, 
and mules. !5The men of "Dedan were your 
traders; many isles were the market of your 
hand. They brought you ivory tusks and 
ebony as payment. !6Syria was your mer- 
chant because of the abundance of goods 
you made. They gave you for your wares 
emeralds, purple, embroidery, fine linen, 
corals, and rubies. !7Judah and the land 
of Israel were your traders. They traded 
for your merchandise wheat of °Minnith, 
millet, honey, oil, and P>balm. !8Damascus 
was your merchant because of the abun- 
dance of goods you made, because of your 
many luxury items, with the wine of Hel- 
bon and with white wool. !89Dan and Javan 
paid for your wares, traversing back and 
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forth. Wrought iron, cassia, and cane were 
among your merchandise. 20a_Dedan was 
your merchant in saddlecloths for riding. 
21 Arabia and all the princes of "Kedar were 
your regular merchants. They traded with 
you in lambs, rams, and goats. 22The mer- 
chants of sSheba and Raamah were your 
merchants. They traded for your wares 
the choicest spices, all kinds of precious 
stones, and gold. 23t:Haran, Canneh, Eden, 
the merchants of “Sheba, Assyria, and 
Chilmad were your merchants. 24These 
were your merchants in choice items—in 
purple clothes, in embroidered garments, 
in chests of multicolored apparel, in sturdy 
woven cords, which were in your market- 
place. 


25 “The vships of Tarshish were carriers of 
your merchandise. 
You were filled and very glorious win 
the midst of the seas. 
26 Your oarsmen brought you into many 
waters, 
But *the east wind broke you in the 
midst of the seas. 


27 “Your Yriches, wares, and merchandise, 
Your mariners and pilots, 
Your caulkers and merchandisers, 
All your men of war who are in you, 
And the entire company which is in 
your midst, 
Will fall into the midst of the seas on 
the day of your ruin. 
28 The 2common-land will shake at the 
sound of the cry of your pilots. 


29 “All who handle the oar, 
The mariners, 
All the pilots of the sea 
Will come down from their ships and 
stand on the shore. 
30 They will make their voice heard 
because of you; 
They will cry bitterly and »cast dust on 
their heads; 
They ¢will roll about in ashes; 


* 27:10 Hebrew Lud ¢ Hebrew Put 


27:8 Sidon. Sidon was a Phoenician seaport about 30 
miles north of Tyre. The two cities were rivals but Tyre 
tended to dominate. 

27:10-11 Lydia, and Libya. Or Lud, in western Asia 
Minor, and Put, in northern Africa. 

27:13 Javan, Tubal, and Meshech. Javan is Greece. 
Tubal and Meshech are thought to have been in east- 
ern Asia Minor or modern Turkey. 

27:14 Togarmanh. This phrase may refer to the people 
of Armenia in eastern Asia Minor (38:6). 

27:15 Dedan. This may have been “Redan” or Rhodes, 
which was a major trading center in the southern 
Aegean Sea. 

27:17 balm. Balm was an aromatic resin or other 
gummy substance that may have had medicinal 
value (Jer. 8:22). 

27:19 cassia. Cassia was either a type of cinnamon 


tree or a plant from which perfume and incense were 
made. cane. This refers to an oil-producing reed 
found in swamps. 

27:21 Kedar. Kedar was a nomadic tribe in Arabia. 
27:22 Sheba and Raamah. These places were 
ocated near Arabia (Gen. 10:6-7). 

27:23 Canneh, Eden... Chilmad. These three places 
were probably in Mesopotamia, most likely south of 
Haran. 
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31. They will ¢shave themselves 
completely bald because of you, 
Gird themselves with sackcloth, 
And weep for you 
With bitterness of heart and bitter 
wailing. 
32 In their wailing for you 
They will ¢take up a lamentation, 
And lament for you: 
fWhat city is like Tyre, 
Destroyed in the midst of the sea? 


33 ‘When your wares went out by sea, 
You satisfied many people; 
You enriched the kings of the earth 
With your many luxury goods and 
your merchandise. 
34 But "you are broken by the seas in the 
depths of the waters; 
‘Your merchandise and the entire 
company will fall in your midst. 
35 jiAll the inhabitants of the isles will be 
astonished at you; 
Their kings will be greatly afraid, 
And their countenance will be troubled. 
36 The merchants among the peoples 
kwill hiss at you; 
'You will become a horror, and be no 
mmore forever.’”’” 


Proclamation Against the King 

of Tyre 

2 The word of the LORD came to me 
again, saying, 2“Son of man, say to 

the prince of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord 

Gop: 


“Because your heart is “lifted up, 
And you say, ‘Iam a god, 
I sit in the seat of gods, 
cIn the midst of the seas,’ 
dYet you are a man, and not a god, 
Though you set your heart as the heart 
of a god 
3 (Behold, ¢you are wiser than Daniel! 
There is no secret that can be hidden 
from you! 
4 With your wisdom and your 
understanding 
You have gained friches for yourself, 
And gathered gold and silver into your 
treasuries; 
5 By your great wisdom in trade you 
have increased your riches, 


And your heart is lifted up because of 
your riches),” 


6*Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 


“Because you have set your heart as the 
heart of a god, 
7 Behold, therefore, I will bring 
hstrangers against you, 
iThe most terrible of the nations; 

And they shall draw their swords 
against the beauty of your 
wisdom, 

And defile your splendor. 

8 They shall throw you down into the /Pit, 

And you shall die the death of the slain 

In the midst of the seas. 


9 “Will you still ?say before him who 
slays you, 
‘lama god’? 
But you shall be a man, and not a god, 
In the hand of him who slays you. 
10 You shall die the death of ‘the 
uncircumcised 
By the hand of aliens; 
For I have spoken,” says the Lord GOD.’” 
Lamentation for the King of Tyre 
Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, !2“Son of man, “take up a 
lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say 
to him, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


n“You were the seal of perfection, 
Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 
13 You were in °Eden, the garden of God; 
Every precious stone was your 
covering: 
The sardius, topaz, and diamond, 
Beryl, onyx, and jasper, 
Sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with 
gold. 
The workmanship of Pyour timbrels 
and pipes 
Was prepared for you on the day you 
were created. 


14 “You were the anointed ¢cherub who 
covers; 
I established you; 
You were on 'the holy mountain of 
God; 
You walked back and forth in the 
midst of fiery stones. 


28:2 Because your heart is lifted up. Ezekiel 
rebuked the king of Tyre for imagining that by his 
wisdom he had acquired his riches of silver and gold. 
He had filled the city with violence because of the 
abundance and unrighteousness of his trade. God 
would therefore bring a ruthless nation against him. 
28:10 the death of the uncircumcised. This term 
denotes a disgraceful death (31:18). 

28:12 king of Tyre. The lamentation is for the king of 
Tyre because he is exhibiting the character and atti- 
tudes of Satan. seal of perfection. This is more literally 
“the one sealing a plan.” In effect, the king affixed the 
official seal of his signet ring to the plans that made Tyre 
one of the leading centers of commerce in that day. 


28:14 cherub. Satan was a created being (v. 13). 
He does not have the characteristics of God. He 
belonged to the order of angels called cherubim. the 
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15 You were perfect in your ways from 
the day you were created, 
Till siniquity was found in you. 


16 “By the abundance of your trading 
You became filled with violence within, 
And you sinned; 
Therefore I cast you as a profane thing 
Out of the mountain of God; 
And I destroyed you, 'O covering 

cherub, 

From the midst of the fiery stones. 


17 “Your “heart was lifted up because of 
your beauty; 
You corrupted your wisdom for the 
sake of your splendor; 
I cast you to the ground, 
I laid you before kings, 
That they might gaze at you. 


18 “You defiled your sanctuaries 
By the multitude of your iniquities, 
By the iniquity of your trading; 
Therefore I brought fire from your 
midst; 
It devoured you, 
And I turned you to ashes upon the 
earth 
In the sight of all who saw you. 
19 All who knew you among the peoples 
are astonished at you; 
vYou have become a horror, 
And shall be no more forever.”’” 


Proclamation Against Sidon 

20Then the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2!“Son of man, xset your face 
ytoward Sidon, and prophesy against her, 
22and say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


z“Behold, Iam against you, O Sidon; 
I will be glorified in your midst; 
And ¢they shall know that I am the 
LORD, 
When I execute judgments in her and 
am Phallowed in her. 
23 cFor I will send pestilence upon her, 
And blood in her streets; 
The wounded shall be judged in her 
midst 
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By the sword against her on every side; 
Then they shall know that I am the 
LORD. 


24“And there shall no longer be a prick- 
ing brier or ¢a painful thorn for the house 
of Israel from among all who are around 
them, who ¢despise them. Then they shall 
know that I am the Lord GoD.” 


Israel’s Future Blessing 

25‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “When I 
have fgathered the house of Israel from the 
peoples among whom they are scattered, 
and am Shallowed in them in the sight of 
the Gentiles, then they will dwell in their 
own land which I gave to My servant Jacob. 
26And they will "dwell safely there, ‘build 
houses, and ‘plant vineyards; yes, they will 
dwell securely, when I execute judgments 
on all those around them who despise 
them. Then they shall know that I am the 
LORD their God.”’” 


Proclamation Against Egypt 
2 In the tenth year, in the tenth month, 
on the twelfth day of the month, the 
word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
2“Son of man, “set your face against Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, and prophesy against 
him, and “against all Egypt. Speak, and 
say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


c“Behold, I am against you, 
O Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
O great ¢monster who lies in the midst 
of his rivers, 
eWho has said, ‘My River* is my 
own; 
Ihave made it for myself.’ 
4 But /I will put hooks in your jaws, 
And cause the fish of your rivers to 
stick to your scales; 
I will bring you up out of the midst of 
your rivers, 
And all the fish in your rivers will 
stick to your scales. 


*29:3 That is, the Nile 


holy mountain of God. The focus here seems to be 
on the king of Tyre’s attempt to enter into the council 
of the gods. So instead of the verse referring to the 
king's presence in Jerusalem, it could refer more log- 
ically to a Phoenician ritual, the celebration of their 
patron god Melgart’s fiery resurrection. This king 
wanted to imitate Melqart. 

28:15 perfect. Satan was not created evil. iniquity. 
The Bible does not say where this iniquity came from, 
but his sin was pride (1 Tim. 3:6). 

28:16-19 the abundance of your trading. The 
expression is most easily and appropriately applied 
to the human king who was the driving force behind 
the development of Tyre’s commercial empire. 

28:17 because of your beauty. This was part of the 
sin of pride, which made Satan want to be like the 
Most High (Is. 14:13-14). cast you to the ground. 
Jesus said that He saw Satan fall (Luke 10:18). 

28:24 a pricking brier or a painful thorn. These 


words refer to the nations around Israel who had 
been enemies and evil influences. When the judg- 
ments were executed fully, these nations would no 
longer be able to harass and oppress Israel. 

29:3 great monster. The Pharaoh is pictured here 
as a crocodile. Pharaoh's arrogant pride is described 
by his words about the Nile River, “I have made it for 
myself.” 

29:4-5 | will put hooks in your jaws. Whereas verse 
3 explains why Pharaoh would be punished, these 
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5 J will leave you in the wilderness, 
You and all the fish of your rivers; 
You shall fall on the open field; 
hYou shall not be picked up or 
gathered.* 
iT have given you as food 
To the beasts of the field 
And to the birds of the heavens. 


6 “Then all the inhabitants of Egypt 
Shall know that I am the LorD, 
Because they have been a istaff of reed 
to the house of Israel. 
7 kWhen they took hold of you with the 
hand, 
You broke and tore all their shoulders;* 
When they leaned on you, 
You broke and made all their backs 
quiver.” 


8*Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: 
“Surely I will bring ‘a sword upon you and 
cut off from you man and beast. 9And the 
land of Egypt shall become desolate and 
waste; then they will know that I am the 
LORD, because he said, ‘The River is mine, 
and I have made it.’ !9Indeed, therefore, I 
am against you and against your rivers, 
nand I will make the land of Egypt utterly 
waste and desolate, °from Migdol* to Sy- 
ene, as far as the border of Ethiopia. >Nei- 
ther foot of man shall pass through it nor 
foot of beast pass through it, and it shall be 
uninhabited forty years. 129] will make the 
land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the 
countries that are desolate; and among 
the cities that are laid waste, her cities shall 
be desolate forty years; and I will ‘scatter 
the Egyptians among the nations and dis- 
perse them throughout the countries.” 

13°Yet, thus says the Lord Gop: “At the 
send of forty years I will gather the Egyp- 
tians from the peoples among whom they 
were scattered. 14I will bring back the cap- 
tives of Egypt and cause them to return to 
the land of Pathros, to the land of their or- 
igin, and there they shall be a ‘lowly king- 
dom. 15It shall be the lowliest of kingdoms; 
it shall never again exalt itself above the 
nations, for I will diminish them so that 
they will not rule over the nations anymore. 
16No longer shall it be “the confidence of 


the house of Israel, but will remind them of 
their iniquity when they turned to follow 
them. Then they shall know that I am the 
Lord GopD.”’” 


Babylonia Will Plunder Egypt 

17And it came to pass in the twenty- 
seventh year, in the first month, on the 
first day of the month, that the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, !8“Son of man, 
vNebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caused 
his army to labor strenuously against Tyre; 
every head was made wbald, and every 
shoulder rubbed raw; yet neither he nor his 
army received wages from Tyre, for the la- 
bor which they expended on it. !9Therefore 
thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Surely I will give 
the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon; he shall take away her wealth, 
carry off her spoil, and remove her pillage; 
and that will be the wages for his army. 29] 
have given him the land of Egypt for his 
labor, because they Yworked for Me,’ says 
the Lord Gop. 

21'Tn that day I will cause the horn of the 
house of Israel to spring forth, and I will 
aopen your mouth to speak in their midst. 
Then they shall know that Iam the LoRD.’” 


Egypt and Her Allies Will Fall 

3 The word of the LORD came to me 
again, saying, 2“Son of man, prophe- 

sy and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD: 


a“Wail, ‘Woe to the day!’ 
3 For >the day is near, 
Even the day of the LORD is near; 
It will be a day of clouds, the time of 
the Gentiles. 
4 The sword shall come upon Egypt, 
And great anguish shall be in 
Ethiopia, 
When the slain fall in Egypt, 
And they ctake away her wealth, 
And ¢her foundations are broken down. 


* 29:5 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Targum 
read buried. *29:7 Following Masoretic Text 
and Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read hand. 

* 29:10 Or tower 


verses explain how the punishment would be accom- 
plished. The imagery pictures a crocodile being 
caught, carried out of the water onto land, and left 
as carrion. 

29:8 sword. Here is another reference to the Bab- 
ylonian army under Nebuchadnezzar, the predicted 
human instrument of God’s coming wrath (21:1-7, 
9-11,19-20). 

29:10 Migdol to Syene, as far as the border of Ethi- 
opia. This phrase refers to places most likely near 
the northern and southern boundaries of ancient 
Egypt, indicating the totality of the land (Judg. 
20:1). The desolation would extend to the land 
south of Egypt—ancient Nubia, which is modern 
Sudan. 

29:14-15 land of Pathros. This was southern Egypt. 


It would thereafter never again dominate other 
nations. 

29:18 every head was made bald. The siege of Tyre 
was protracted, lasting about 13 years. 

29:21 In that day. This refers to the day when Egypt 
would fall to Babylon, and a prophecy about the Mes- 
siah should not be read into this text. 
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5“Fthiopia, Libya,* Lydia,* eall the min- 
gled people, Chub, and the men of the lands 
who are allied, shall fall with them by the 
sword.” 

6‘Thus says the LORD: 


“Those who uphold Egypt shall fall, 
And the pride of her power shall come 
down. 
‘From Migdol to Syene 
Those within her shall fall by the sword,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


7 “They shall be desolate in the midst of 
the desolate countries, 
And her cities shall be in the midst of 
the cities that are laid waste. 
8 Then they will know that Iam the 
LORD, 
When I have set a fire in Egypt 
And all her helpers are destroyed. 
9 On that day “messengers shall go forth 
from Me in ships 
To make the careless Ethiopians afraid, 
And great anguish shall come upon 
them, 
As on the day of Egypt; 
For indeed it is coming!” 


10‘Thus says the Lord GoD: 


i*T will also make a multitude of Egypt 
to cease 
By the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon. 
ll He and his people with him, ithe most 
terrible of the nations, 
Shall be brought to destroy the land; 
They shall draw their swords against 
Egypt, 
And fill the land with the slain. 
12 k] will make the rivers dry, 
And 'sell the land into the hand of the 
wicked; 
I will make the land waste, and all that 
is in it, 
By the hand of aliens. 
I, the LORD, have spoken.” 


13‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


“T will also "destroy the idols, 
And cause the images to cease from 
Noph;* 
There shall no longer be princes from 
the land of Egypt; 
oJ will put fear in the land of Egypt. 
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M4 | will make ’Pathros desolate, 
Set fire to “Zoan, 
rAnd execute judgments in No.* 
15] will pour My fury on Sin,* the 
strength of Egypt; 
s] will cut off the multitude of No, 
16 And tset a fire in Egypt; 
Sin shall have great pain, 
No shall be split open, 
And Noph shall be in distress daily. 
17 The young men of Aven* and Pi Beseth 
shall fall by the sword, 
And these cities shall go into captivity. 
18 uAt Tehaphnehes* the day shall also be 
darkened,* 
When I break the yokes of Egypt there. 
And her arrogant strength shall cease 
in her; 
As for her, a cloud shall cover her, 
And her daughters shall go into 
captivity. 
19 Thus I will vexecute judgments on 
Egypt, 
Then they shall know that I am the 
Lorp.”’” 


Proclamation Against Pharaoh 
20And it came to pass in the eleventh 
year, in the first month, on the seventh day 
of the month, that the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying, 2!“Son of man, I have 
wbroken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
and see, xit has not been bandaged for heal- 
ing, nor a splint put on to bind it, to make 
it strong enough to hold a sword. 22There- 
fore thus says the Lord Gop: ‘Surely I am 
yagainst Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will 
Zbreak his arms, both the strong one and 
the one that was broken; and I will make 
the sword fall out of his hand. 284] will scat- 
ter the Egyptians among the nations, and 
disperse them throughout the countries. 
247 will strengthen the arms of the king 
of Babylon and put My sword in his hand; 
but I will break Pharaoh’s arms, and he 
will groan before him with the groanings 


* 30:5 Hebrew Put * Hebrew Lud *30:13 That is, 
ancient Memphis *30:14 That is, ancient Thebes 
* 30:15 That is, ancient Pelusium * 30:17 That is, 
ancient On (Heliopolis) *30:18 Spelled Tahpan- 
hes in Jeremiah 43:7 and elsewhere ® Following 
many Hebrew manuscripts, Bomberg, Septuagint, 
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate; Masoretic Text reads 
refrained. 


30:5 Ethiopia. This is the Hebrew Cush, and refers to 
the area south of Egypt toward modern Ethiopia. 
30:9 day of Egypt. This was the day that Egypt and 
her allies would be conquered. It was part of a larger 
period of God's judgment on the nations outside Is- 
rael by means of Babylon; in fact, Ezekiel describes 
the Babylonians as “messengers” sent from God 
Himself. 

30:13-19 Noph. Ancient Noph, or Memphis, was a 
significant city in Egypt. It was capital of the Old King- 
dom in the third century B.c. 

30:21 | have broken the arm of Pharaoh. The 
prophecy refers to Pharaoh Hophra’s unsuccessful 


attempt to relieve the siege of Jerusalem just a few 
months earlier (29:2,6—7). God used Nebuchadnezzar 
to defeat the Egyptian army. 
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of a mortally wounded man. 25Thus I will 
strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, 
but the arms of Pharaoh shall fall down; 
bthey shall know that Iam the LORD, when 
I put My sword into the hand of the king 
of Babylon and he stretches it out against 
the land of Egypt. 26cI will scatter the Egyp- 
tians among the nations and disperse them 
throughout the countries. Then they shall 
know that I am the LorD.’” 


Egypt Cut Down Like a Great Tree 
3 Now it came to pass in the ¢eleventh 

year, in the third month, on the first 
day of the month, that the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 2“Son of man, 
say to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to his 
multitude: 


b‘Whom are you like in your greatness? 
3 cIndeed Assyria was a cedar in 

Lebanon, 

With fine branches that shaded the 
forest, 

And of high stature; 

And its top was among the thick 
boughs. 

4 dThe waters made it grow; 
Underground waters gave it height, 
With their rivers running around the 

place where it was planted, 
And sent out rivulets to all the trees of 
the field. 


5 ‘Therefore ¢its height was exalted 
above all the trees of the field; 
Its boughs were multiplied, 
And its branches became long because 
of the abundance of water, 
As it sent them out. 
6 Allthe ‘birds of the heavens made 
their nests in its boughs; 
Under its branches all the beasts of the 
field brought forth their young; 
And in its shadow all great nations 
made their home. 


7 ‘Thus it was beautiful in greatness and 
in the length of its branches, 
Because its roots reached to abundant 
waters. 
8 The cedars in the ¢garden of God 
could not hide it; 
The fir trees were not like its boughs, 
And the chestnut* trees were not like 
its branches; 
No tree in the garden of God was like 
it in beauty. 


9 Jmade it beautiful with a multitude of 
branches, 
So that all the trees of Eden envied it, 
That were in the garden of God.’ 


10“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 
‘Because you have increased in height, 
and it set its top among the thick boughs, 
and “its heart was lifted up in its height, 
lltherefore I will deliver it into the hand 
of the ‘mighty one of the nations, and he 
shall surely deal with it; I have driven it out 
for its wickedness. !2And aliens, ithe most 
terrible of the nations, have cut it down 
and left it; its branches have fallen on the 
mountains and in all the valleys; its boughs 
lie ‘broken by all the rivers of the land; and 
all the peoples of the earth have gone from 
under its shadow and left it. 


13 ‘On its ruin will remain all the birds 
of the heavens, 
And all the beasts of the field will 
come to its branches— 


14‘So that no trees by the waters may ever 
again exalt themselves for their height, nor 
set their tops among the thick boughs, that 
no tree which drinks water may ever be 
high enough to reach up to them. 


‘For "they have all been delivered to 
death, 

oTo the depths of the earth, 

Among the children of men who go 
down to the Pit.’ 


15“Thus says the Lord Gop: ‘In the 
day when it >went down to hell, I caused 
mourning. I covered the deep because of it. 
Irestrained its rivers, and the great waters 
were held back. I caused Lebanon to mourn 
for it, and all the trees of the field wilted 
because of it. 16] made the nations ¢shake 
at the sound of its fall, when I cast it down 
to hell together with those who descend 
into the Pit; and sall the trees of Eden, the 
choice and best of Lebanon, all that drink 
water, ‘were comforted in the depths of the 
earth. !7They also went down to hell with 
it, with those slain by the sword; and those 
who were its strong arm “dwelt in its shad- 
ows among the nations. 

18v“To which of the trees in Eden will you 
then be likened in glory and greatness? Yet 
you shall be brought down with the trees of 
Eden to the depths of the earth; “you shall 


* 31:8 Hebrew armon 


31:4 The waters made it grow. These waters were 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. They were important 
for agricultural fertility and fostered the develop- 
ment of great cities along trade routes. 

31:10-14 the hand of the mighty one of the 
nations. The meaning is that Assyria had been cut 
down by Babylon. The picturesque conclusion to this 
second message of chapter 31 indicates that all the 
other nations that observe Assyria’s ruin would share 
its destiny of death. 

31:18 Pharaoh and all his multitude. lf Assyria, the 
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lie in the midst of the uncircumcised, with 
those slain by the sword. This is Pharaoh 
and all his multitude,’ says the Lord GoD.” 


Lamentation for Pharaoh and Egypt 
3 And it came to pass in the twelfth 

year, in the “twelfth month, on the 
first day of the month, that the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 2“Son of man, 
btake up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and say to him: 


c*You are like a young lion among the 
nations, 
And ¢you are like a monster in the seas, 
eBursting forth in your rivers, 
Troubling the waters with your feet, 
And ffouling their rivers. 


3‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 


“T will therefore spread My net over 
you with a company of many 
people, 

And they will draw you up in My net. 
4 Then "I will leave you on the land; 
I will cast you out on the open fields, 
iAnd cause to settle on you all the birds 
of the heavens. 
And with you I will fill the beasts of 
the whole earth. 
5 J will lay your flesh jon the mountains, 
And fill the valleys with your carcass. 


6 “T will also water the land with the flow 
of your blood, 
Even to the mountains; 
And the riverbeds will be full of you. 
7 When I put out your light, 
kT will cover the heavens, and make its 
stars dark; 
I will cover the sun with a cloud, 
And the moon shall not give her light. 
8 Allthe bright lights of the heavens I 
will make dark over you, 
And bring darkness upon your land,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


5‘T will also trouble the hearts of many 
peoples, when I bring your destruction 
among the nations, into the countries which 
you have not known. 10Yes, I will make 
many peoples astonished at you, and their 
kings shall be horribly afraid of you when I 
brandish My sword before them; and 'they 
shall tremble every moment, every man for 
his own life, in the day of your fall. 

1lm‘For thus says the Lord Gop: “The 
sword of the king of Babylon shall come 
upon you. !2By the swords of the mighty 
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warriors, all of them "the most terrible of 
the nations, I will cause your multitude to 
fall. 


o“They shall plunder the pomp of Egypt, 
And all its multitude shall be destroyed. 
13 Also I will destroy all its animals 
From beside its great waters; 
The foot of man shall muddy them no 
more, 
Nor shall the hooves of animals 
muddy them. 
4 Then I will make their waters clear, 
And make their rivers run like oil,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


15 “When I make the land of Egypt desolate, 
And the country is destitute of all that 
once filled it, 
When I strike all who dwell in it, 
aThen they shall know that I am the 
LORD. 


16 “This is the "lamentation 
With which they shall lament her; 
The daughters of the nations shall 
lament her; 
They shall lament for her, for Egypt, 
And for all her multitude,” 
Says the Lord Gop.’” 


Egypt and Others Consigned 


to the Pit 

17]t came to pass also in the twelfth year, 
on the fifteenth day of the month, sthat the 
word of the LORD came to me, saying: 


18 “Son of man, wail over the multitude of 
Egypt, 
And tcast them down to the depths of 
the earth, 
Her and the daughters of the famous 
nations, 
With those who go down to the Pit: 
19 ‘Whom “do you surpass in beauty? 
vGo down, be placed with the 
uncircumcised.’ 


20 “They shall fall in the midst of those 
slain by the sword; 
She is delivered to the sword, 
wDrawing her and all her multitudes. 
21 xThe strong among the mighty 
Shall speak to him out of the midst of 
hell 
With those who help him: 
‘They have ygone down, 
They lie with the uncircumcised, slain 
by the sword.’ 


greatest nation, had fallen to the Babylonians, surely 
a nation less great (Egypt) would also fall. 

32:2 lion... monster. These words depict Egypt as 
proud and powerful. 

32:14 rivers run like oil. This phrase is not used any- 
where else. It pictures the time following massive 
killing when the Nile and its tributaries would experi- 
ence a “deadly” calm. 
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936 @ Ezekiel 32:22 
22 “Assyria2 is there, and all her company, 
With their graves all around her, 
All of them slain, fallen by the sword. 
23 aHer graves are Set in the recesses of 
the Pit, 
And her company is all around her 
grave, 
All of them slain, fallen by the sword, 
Who »caused terror in the land of the 
living. 
24 “There is Elam and all her multitude, 
All around her grave, 
All of them slain, fallen by the sword, 
Who have ¢gone down uncircumcised 
to the lower parts of the earth, 
eWho caused their terror in the land of 
the living; 
Now they bear their shame with those 
who go down to the Pit. 
25. They have set her ‘bed in the midst of 
the slain, 
With all her multitude, 
With her graves all around it, 
All of them uncircumcised, slain by 
the sword; 
Though their terror was caused 
In the land of the living, 
Yet they bear their shame 
With those who go down to the Pit; 
It was put in the midst of the slain. 


26 “There are £Meshech and Tubal and all 
their multitudes, 
With all their graves around it, 
All of them "uncircumcised, slain by 
the sword, 
Though they caused their terror in the 
land of the living. 
27 iThey do not lie with the mighty 
Who are fallen of the uncircumcised, 
Who have gone down to hell with their 
weapons of war; 
They have laid their swords under 
their heads, 
But their iniquities will be on their 
bones, 
Because of the terror of the mighty in 
the land of the living. 
28 Yes, you shall be broken in the midst 
of the uncircumcised, 
And lie with those slain by the sword. 


29 “There is /Edom, 
Her kings and all her princes, 
Who despite their might 


Are laid beside those slain by the 
sword; 

They shall lie with the uncircumcised, 

And with those who go down to the Pit. 

30 kThere are the princes of the north, 

All of them, and all the 'Sidonians, 

Who have gone down with the slain 

In shame at the terror which they 
caused by their might; 

They lie uncircumcised with those 
slain by the sword, 

And bear their shame with those who 
go down to the Pit. 


31 “Pharaoh will see them 
And be comforted over all his 
multitude, 
Pharaoh and all his army, 
Slain by the sword,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


32 “For I have caused My terror in the land 
of the living; 
And he shall be placed in the midst of 
the uncircumcised 
With those slain by the sword, 
Pharaoh and all his multitude,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


The Watchman and His Message 
33 Again the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, 2“Son of man, speak 
to “the children of your people, and say 
to them: ‘When I bring the sword upon 
a land, and the people of the land take a 
man from their territory and make him 
their ‘watchman, 3when he sees the sword 
coming upon the land, if he blows the trum- 
pet and warns the people, 4then whoever 
hears the sound of the trumpet and does 
dnot take warning, if the sword comes 
and takes him away, ¢his blood shall be 
on his own head. 5He heard the sound of 
the trumpet, but did not take warning; his 
blood shall be upon himself. But he who 
takes warning will save his life. But if 
the watchman sees the sword coming and 
does not blow the trumpet, and the people 
are not warned, and the sword comes and 
takes any person from among them, ‘he is 
taken away in his iniquity; but his blood I 
will require at the watchman’s hand.’ 
7@“So you, son of man: I have made youa 
watchman for the house of Israel; therefore 
you shall hear a word from My mouth and 


32:24 There is Elam. Elam was east and southeast of 
Assyria in what is now Iran. The people of Elam were 
descended from one of the sons of Shem (Gen. 10:22; 
1 Chr. 1:17). 

32:30 princes of the north. This is a reference to 
lands that are north of Israel like Tyre and Sidon. 
32:31 Pharaoh will see. Now the message (vv. 
17-32) comes full circle. The point is that Egypt and 
Pharaoh will die like the other nations at the hand of 
the living God who judges every nation with justice. 
33:2 the children of your people. This phrase refers 


to fellow Israelites in exile with Ezekiel, now including 
the people of Judah deported to Babylon after Nebu- 
chadnezzar's third invasion. 
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warn them for Me. 8When I say to the wick- 
ed, ‘O wicked man, you shall surely die!’ 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked 
from his way, that wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity; but his blood I will require at 
your hand. 9Nevertheless if you warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, and he does 
not turn from his way, he shall die in his 
iniquity; but you have delivered your soul. 

10“Therefore you, O son of man, say to 
the house of Israel: ‘Thus you say, “If our 
transgressions and our sins lie upon us, 
and we "pine away in them, ‘how can we 
then live?”’ Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says 
the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
kturn from his way and live. Turn, turn 
from your evil ways! For ‘why should you 
die, O house of Israel?’ 


The Fairness of God’s Judgment 

12“Therefore you, O son of man, say to 
the children of your people: ‘The ™righ- 
teousness of the righteous man shall not 
deliver him in the day of his transgression; 
as for the wickedness of the wicked, "he 
shall not fall because of it in the day that 
he turns from his wickedness; nor shall 
the righteous be able to live because of 
his righteousness in the day that he sins.’ 
13When I say to the righteous that he shall 
surely live, °but he trusts in his own righ- 
teousness and commits iniquity, none of 
his righteous works shall be remembered; 
but because of the iniquity that he has 
committed, he shall die. 4Again, >when I 
say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ 
if he turns from his sin and does what is 
lawful and right, if the wicked 4restores 
the pledge, "gives back what he has stolen, 
and walks in sthe statutes of life without 
committing iniquity, he shall surely live; 
he shall not die. 16tNone of his sins which 
he has committed shall be remembered 
against him; he has done what is lawful 
and right; he shall surely live. 

17u“Yet the children of your people say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not fair.’ But it is 
their way which is not fair! 18yWhen the 
righteous turns from his righteousness 
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and commits iniquity, he shall die because 
of it. 83But when the wicked turns from his 
wickedness and does what is lawful and 
right, he shall live because of it. 2° Yet you 
say, w‘'The way of the Lord is not fair.’ O 
house of Israel, I will judge every one of 
you according to his own ways.” 


The Fall of Jerusalem 

21And it came to pass in the twelfth year 
xof our captivity, in the tenth month, on the 
fifth day of the month, »ythat one who had 
escaped from Jerusalem came to me and 
said, 2“The city has been captured!” 

22Now the hand of the LORD had been 
upon me the evening before the man came 
who had escaped. And He had »opened my 
mouth; so when he came to me in the morn- 
ing, my mouth was opened, and I was no 
longer mute. 


The Cause of Judah’s Ruin 

23Then the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying: 24“Son of man, ‘they who in- 
habit those ¢ruins in the land of Israel are 
saying, “Abraham was only one, and he 
inherited the land. fBut we are many; the 
land has been given to us as a £possession.’ 

25“Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord Gop: “You eat meat with blood, 
you ‘lift up your eyes toward your idols, 
and ished blood. Should you then possess 
the kland? 26You rely on your sword, you 
commit abominations, and you ‘defile one 
another’s wives. Should you then possess 
the land?”’ 

27“Say thus to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Gop: “As I live, surely ™those who are in 
the ruins shall fall by the sword, and the 
one who is in the open field "I will give to 
the beasts to be devoured, and those who 
are in the strongholds and °caves shall die 
of the pestilence. 28°For I will make the 
land most desolate, her “arrogant strength 
shall cease, and "the mountains of Israel 
shall be so desolate that no one will pass 
through. 29Then they shall know that Iam 
the LORD, when I have made the land most 
desolate because of all their abominations 
which they have committed.”’ 


33:12-20 | will judge every one of you according 
to his own ways. God presents His rationale in these 
verses for deciding who would be rewarded with life 
and who would suffer death; He would save those 
who repent and turn to Him, but would condemn 
those who trust in themselves and do evil. After pre- 
senting His rationale, God declares that His judgment 
is just and fair—certainly more just than the prac- 
tices of the Israelites. 

33:25-26 Should you then possess the land. Ezekiel 
confronted his people with specific examples of their 
past and present refusal to obey God’s revealed 
will for their lives (18:6,10; 22:11; Ex. 20:4-5,13; Lev. 
7:26-27, 17:10-14; Deut. 12:16,23). Was it not then 
reasonable that God would punish the present gen- 
eration by removing them from the land, at least 


temporarily? The writer of Hebrews, after using the 
example of Israel's failure to enter the land, admon- 
ished the church in a similar way (Heb. 4:1). 


33:10" Ezek. 24:23 ‘Is.49:14 33:11/[2 Sam. 

14:14] * [Acts 3:19] /Ezek. 18:30,31 33:12 Ezek. 
3:20; 18:24, 26 "[2 Chr. 7:14] 33:13 ° Ezek. 3:20; 

18:24 33:14P Ezek. 3:18, 19;18:27 33:159Ezek. 

18:7 ‘Lev. 6:2, 4,5 SEzek. 20:11, 13,21 33:16'[Is. 1:18; 
43:25] 33:174Ezek.18:25,29 33:18”Ezek. 18:26 
33:20” Ezek. 18:25,29 33:21*Ezek. 1:2 YEzek. 

24:26 72 Kin. 25:4 33:22 Ezek. 1:3; 8:1; 37:1 & Ezek. 
24:27 33:24¢Ezek. 34:2 4Ezek. 36:4 €ls.51:2 f[Matt. 
3:9] 9Ezek.11:15 33:25 Lev. 3:17; 7:26; 17:10-14; 19:26 
iEzek. 18:6 /Ezek. 22:6,9 ‘Deut. 29:28 33:26/Ezek. 
18:6; 22:11 33:27 Ezek. 33:24 "Ezek. 39:4 91 Sam. 
13:6 33:28? Jer. 44:2, 6,22 7Ezek. 7:24; 24:21 "Ezek. 
6:2, 3,6 


938 Ezekiel 33:30 
Hearing and Not Doing 

30“As for you, son of man, the children of 
your people are talking about you beside 
the walls and in the doors of the houses; 
and they ‘speak to one another, everyone 
saying to his brother, ‘Please come and 
hear what the word is that comes from the 
LorD.’ 31S0 ‘they come to you as people do, 
they sit before you as My people, and they 
vhear your words, but they do not do them; 
wfor with their mouth they show much love, 
but xtheir hearts pursue their own gain. 
32Indeed you are to them as a very lovely 
song of one who has a pleasant voice and 
can play well on an instrument; for they 
hear your words, but they do Ynot do them. 
33zAnd when this comes to pass—surely 
it will come—then “they will know that a 
prophet has been among them.” 


Irresponsible Shepherds 
3 And the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2“Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy 
and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GoD 
to the shepherds: “Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel who feed themselves! Should not the 
shepherds feed the flocks? 3 You eat the 
fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; 
you ‘slaughter the fatlings, but you do not 
feed the flock. 44The weak you have not 
strengthened, nor have you healed those 
who were sick, nor bound up the broken, 
nor brought back what was driven away, 
nor ¢sought what was lost; but with ‘force 
and cruelty you have ruled them. 5¢So 
they were "scattered because there was 
no shepherd; ‘and they became food for 
all the beasts of the field when they were 
scattered. SMy sheep ‘wandered through 
all the mountains, and on every high hill; 
yes, My flock was scattered over the whole 
face of the earth, and no one was seeking 
or searching for them.” 

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the 
word of the LORD: 8“As I live,” says the 
Lord GoD, “surely because My flock be- 
came a prey, and My flock *became food 
for every beast of the field, because there 
was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds 


search for My flock, ‘but the shepherds fed 
themselves and did not feed My flock”— 
Stherefore, O shepherds, hear the word of 
the Lorp! !°Thus says the Lord Gop: “Be- 
hold, Iam “against the shepherds, and "I 
will require My flock at their hand; I will 
cause them to cease feeding the sheep, 
and the shepherds shall °feed themselves 
no more; for I will °deliver My flock from 
their mouths, that they may no longer be 
food for them.” 


God, the True Shepherd 

For thus says the Lord Gop: “Indeed I 
Myself will search for My sheep and seek 
them out. !2As a “shepherd seeks out his 
flock on the day he is among his scattered 
sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and de- 
liver them from all the places where they 
were scattered on "a cloudy and dark day. 
1B And sI will bring them out from the peo- 
ples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them to their own land; I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, in 
the valleys and in all the inhabited places 
of the country. 1¢I will feed them in good 
pasture, and their fold shall be on the high 
mountains of Israel. “There they shall lie 
down in a good fold and feed in rich pas- 
ture on the mountains of Israel. 15] will feed 
My flock, and I will make them lie down,” 
says the Lord Gop. 1!6“] will seek what was 
lost and bring back what was driven away, 
bind up the broken and strengthen what 
was sick; but I will destroy “the fat and the 
strong, and feed them *in judgment.” 

17‘And as for you, O My flock, thus says 
the Lord Gop: »“Behold, I shall judge be- 
tween sheep and sheep, between rams and 
goats. 18]s it too little for you to have eaten 
up the good pasture, that you must tread 
down with your feet the residue of your 
pasture—and to have drunk of the clear 
waters, that you must foul the residue with 
your feet? 18And as for My flock, they eat 
what you have trampled with your feet, and 
they drink what you have fouled with your 
feet.” 

20‘Therefore thus says the Lord GoD to 
them: 2“Behold, I Myself will judge between 


33:30-33 they hear your words, but they do not 
do them. This section contrasts the actions and 
attitudes of the exiles with the life of God’s prophet 
Ezekiel. The exiles had claimed to go to the prophet 
to receive God’s revelation, but their behavior was 
inconsistent with their stated beliefs. Their true 
desire was for entertainment, not for divine enlight- 
enment. If the fall of Jerusalem failed to awaken them 
spiritually, nothing would. Yet it certainly would open 
their eyes to the divine truth of Ezekiel’s preaching. In 
these verses then, God also comforted and consoled 
Ezekiel. 

34:7-10 did not feed My flock. The crimes of Israel’s 
leaders come under review before their punishment 
is pronounced. 

34:11-16 a cloudy and dark day. This was the day 


Jerusalem fell (30:1—5). It may also speak of the future 
day of deliverance when God will seek out His sheep. 
srael, though guilty and misguided, would eventu- 
ally be rescued by the divine Good Shepherd and 
restored to the Promised Land (chs. 33-39). 
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the fat and the lean sheep. 21!Because you 
have pushed with side and shoulder, butt- 
ed all the weak ones with your horns, and 
scattered them abroad, 22therefore I will 
save My flock, and they shall no longer 
be a prey; and I will judge between sheep 
and sheep. 23] will establish one “shepherd 
over them, and he shall feed them—?My 
servant David. He shall feed them and 
be their shepherd. 24And ¢l, the LORD, 
will be their God, and My servant David 
da prince among them; I, the LORD, have 
spoken. 

25e“T will make a covenant of peace 
with them, and fcause wild beasts to cease 
from the land; and they £will dwell safely 
in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 
26] will make them and the places all 
around "My hill ‘a blessing; and I will 
jicause showers to come down in their 
season; there shall be showers of bless- 
ing. 27Then 'the trees of the field shall 
yield their fruit, and the earth shall 
yield her increase. They shall be safe in 
their land; and they shall know that Iam 
the LORD, when I have broken the bands 
of their yoke and delivered them from 
the hand of those who "enslaved them. 
28And they shall no longer be a prey 
for the nations, nor shall beasts of the 
land devour them; but they shall dwell 
safely, and no one shall make them 
afraid. 29] will raise up for them a ?garden 
of renown, and they shall ¢no longer be 
consumed with hunger in the land, "nor 
bear the shame of the Gentiles anymore. 
30Thus they shall know that sI, the LORD 
their God, am with them, and they, the 
house of Israel, are ‘My people,” says the 
Lord GoD.’ 

31“You are My “flock, the flock of My 
pasture; you are men, andI am your God,” 
says the Lord Gop. 


Judgment on Mount Seir 

3 5 Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, 2“Son of man, set your 

face against “Mount Seir and prophesy 

against it, 3and say to it, ‘Thus says the 

Lord Gop: 
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“Behold, O Mount Seir, I am against 
you; 
c] will stretch out My hand against you, 
And make you most desolate; 
4 Tshall lay your cities waste, 
And you shall be desolate. 
Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD. 


5d“Because you have had an ancient ha- 
tred, and have shed the blood of the chil- 
dren of Israel by the power of the sword 
at the time of their calamity, ewhen their 
iniquity came to an end, ‘therefore, as I 
live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will prepare 
you for fblood, and blood shall pursue you; 
gsince you have not hated blood, therefore 
blood shall pursue you. 7Thus I will make 
Mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from 
it the "one who leaves and the one who re- 
turns. 8And I will fill its mountains with 
the slain; on your hills and in your valleys 
and in all your ravines those who are slain 
by the sword shall fall. 9I will make you 
perpetually desolate, and your cities shall 
be uninhabited; ‘then you shall know that 
Iam the LorD. 

10“Because you have said, ‘These two 
nations and these two countries shall be 
mine, and we will possess them,’ although 
'the LORD was there, !!therefore, as I live,” 
says the Lord GOD, “I will do according 
to your anger and according to the envy 
which you showed in your hatred against 
them; and I will make Myself known 
among them when I judge you. !2"Then 
you shall know that I am the LORD. I have 
cheard all your Pblasphemies which you 
have spoken against the mountains of Is- 
rael, saying, ‘They are desolate; they are 
given to us to consume.’ !13Thus ¢with your 
mouth you have boasted against Me and 
multiplied your "words against Me; I have 
heard them.” 

14‘Thus says the Lord Gop: s“The whole 
earth will rejoice when I make you deso- 
late. 15tAs you rejoiced because the inher- 
itance of the house of Israel was desolate, 
uso I will do to you; you shall be desolate, O 
Mount Seir, as well as all of Edom—all of it! 
Then they shall know that Iam the LORD.”’ 


34:23-24 | will establish ... he shall feed. The 
change from the pronoun / to he in this verse indi- 
cates that God would continue operating as the Chief 
Shepherd through this chosen future ruler from the 
Davidic line. He is the Messiah—God's only Son and 
His servant. 

34:25-31 covenant of peace. These exiles were 
encouraged through these promises (37:26-28; 
38:11-13; 39:25-29; Is. 54:10): (1) security from for- 
eign aggressor nations; (2) showers of blessing, 
meaning productivity and prosperity; and (3) the cer- 
tainty that the Lord is Israel’s God and desires reunion 
with His people and a lasting relationship built on a 
new covenant (Jer. 31:31—-34; Heb. 8:6). 

35:6-9 perpetually desolate. Having stated why 
Edom deserved judgment, Ezekiel explained how the 


nation would be punished. The punishment would 
include widespread death and unrelieved destruc- 
tion (Is. 34:6—-8; 63:1—6; Jer. 49:7-13). 
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940 Ezekiel 36:1 
Blessing on Israel 
3 6 “And you, son of man, prophesy to 
the «mountains of Israel, and say, ‘O 
mountains of Israel, hear the word of the 
Lorp! 2Thus says the Lord Gop: “Because 
bthe enemy has said of you, ‘Aha! The 
ancient heights have become our posses- 
sion,’”’ 8therefore prophesy, and say, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop: “Because they made you 
desolate and swallowed you up on every 
side, so that you became the possession of 
the rest of the nations, ¢and you are taken up 
by the lips of /talkers and slandered by the 
people”— ‘therefore, O mountains of Israel, 
hear the word of the Lord Gop! Thus says 
the Lord Gop to the mountains, the hills, the 
rivers, the valleys, the desolate wastes, and 
the cities that have been forsaken, which 
sbecame plunder and "mockery to the rest 
of the nations all around— ‘therefore thus 
says the Lord Gop: ‘“Surely I have spoken 
in My burning jealousy against the rest of 
the nations and against all Edom, ‘who gave 
My land to themselves as a possession, with 
wholehearted joy and spiteful minds, in or- 
der to plunder its open country.”’ 
6“Therefore prophesy concerning the 
land of Israel, and say to the mountains, 
the hills, the rivers, and the valleys, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop: “Behold, I have spoken 
in My jealousy and My fury, because you 
have borne the shame of the nations.” 
7Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: “I have 
lraised My hand in an oath that surely the 
nations that are around you shall “bear 
their own shame. 8But you, O mountains 
of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branch- 
es and yield your fruit to My people Israel, 
for they are about to come. 9For indeed I 
am for you, and I will turn to you, and you 
shall be tilled and sown. 19 will multiply 
men upon you, all the house of Israel, all of 
it; and the cities shall be inhabited and "the 
ruins rebuilt. “el will multiply upon you 
man and beast; and they shall increase and 
bear young; I will make you inhabited as in 
former times, and do "better for you than 
at your beginnings. 7Then you shall know 
that I am the LorD. !7Yes, I will cause men 


to walk on you, My people Israel; "they 
shall take possession of you, and you shall 
be their inheritance; no more shall you sbe- 
reave them of children.” 

13‘Thus says the Lord GoD: “Because 
they say to you, “You devour men and be- 
reave your nation of children,’ “therefore 
you shall devour men no more, nor bereave 
your nation anymore,” says the Lord GoD. 
1su“Nor will I let you hear the taunts of the 
nations anymore, nor bear the reproach of 
the peoples anymore, nor shall you cause 
your nation to stumble anymore,” says the 
Lord GoD.’” 


The Renewal of Israel 

16Moreover the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying: !7“Son of man, when the house 
of Israel dwelt in their own land, “they de- 
filed it by their own ways and deeds; to Me 
their way was like “the uncleanness of a 
woman in her customary impurity. !8There- 
fore I poured out My fury on them ~for the 
blood they had shed on the land, and for 
their idols with which they had defiled it. 
19So I yscattered them among the nations, 
and they were dispersed throughout the 
countries; I judged them Zaccording to their 
ways and their deeds. 20 When they came to 
the nations, wherever they went, they ¢pro- 
faned My holy name—when they said of 
them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and 
yet they have gone out of His land.’ 21But I 
had concern >for My holy name, which the 
house of Israel had profaned among the na- 
tions wherever they went. 

22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, 
‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “I do not do this 
for your sake, O house of Israel, ‘but for 
My holy name’s sake, which you have 
profaned among the nations wherever 
you went. 23And I will sanctify My great 
name, which has been profaned among 
the nations, which you have profaned in 
their midst; and the nations shall know 
that I am the LORD,” says the Lord Gop, 
“when I am ¢hallowed in you before their 
eyes. 24For eI will take you from among the 
nations, gather you out of all countries, and 


36:1-7 The ancient heights. This was a term for 
Israel because the hill country was central to the 
country’s geography. God is glorified and the exiles 
comforted by the following: (1) exposing the crimes 
of the enemies of His nation; (2) exonerating His land 
from false charges; and (3) executing judgment and 
justice against the foreign nations. 

36:12 My people Israel. Despite all their sinfulness, 
which the book has taken enormous pains to detail 
and describe, the nation was still referred to as the 
people of God. They would finally and forever take 
possession of their land, symbolized by the moun- 
tains and the central hills of Palestine, which are per- 
sonified as “you” in this verse. 

36:19 according to their ways and their deeds. |s- 
rael had been hypocritical and unholy; they had not 
separated themselves or made themselves distinct 
from the pagan world around them (v. 18). God had 


given His people the Promised Land as a place where 
they could show the world the difference it makes to 
follow the true God (Deut. 7:1-11). They failed to fol- 
ow God, so He forced them out of the land. Through 
either their obedience or their disobedience, God 
would demonstrate to the watching world His per- 
sonality, power, and plans. 
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bring you into your own land. 25/Then I will 
sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall 
be clean; I will cleanse you 2from all your 
filthiness and from all your idols. 26] will 
give you a "new heart and put a new spirit 
within you; I will take the heart of stone out 
of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27] will put My ‘Spirit within you and cause 
you to walk in My statutes, and you will 
keep My judgments and do them. 28iThen 
you shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers; you shall be My people, and 
Iwill be your God. 29I will ‘deliver you from 
all your uncleannesses. ™] will call for the 
grain and multiply it, and "bring no fam- 
ine upon you. 3%And I will multiply the 
fruit of your trees and the increase of your 
fields, so that you need never again bear 
the reproach of famine among the nations. 
31Then Pyou will remember your evil ways 
and your deeds that were not good; and 
you 4will loathe yourselves in your own 
sight, for your iniquities and your abomi- 
nations. 32rNot for your sake do I do this,” 
says the Lord Gob, “let it be known to you. 
Be ashamed and confounded for your own 
ways, O house of Israel!” 

33‘Thus says the Lord Gob: “On the day 
that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, 
I will also enable you to dwell in the cit- 
ies, sand the ruins shall be rebuilt. 34The 
desolate land shall be tilled instead of lying 
desolate in the sight of all who pass by. 35So 
they will say, ‘This land that was desolate 
has become like the garden of ‘Eden; and 
the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are 
now fortified and inhabited.’ 36Then the 
nations which are left all around you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ru- 
ined places and planted what was desolate. 
uJ, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do 
it.” 

37‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “I will also 
let the house of Israel inquire of Me to do 


Ezekiel37:10 @ 941 


this for them: I will “increase their men 
like a flock. 38Like a flock offered as holy 
sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem on 
its feast days, so shall the ruined cities be 
filled with flocks of men. Then they shall 
know that I am the LorD.”’” 


The Dry Bones Live 
3 The “hand of the LORD came upon me 
and brought me out Yin the Spirit of 

the LORD, and set me down in the midst of 
the valley; and it was full of bones. Then 
He caused me to pass by them all around, 
and behold, there were very many in the 
open valley; and indeed they were very 
dry. 3And He said to me, “Son of man, can 
these bones live?” 

So I answered, “O Lord Gob, °You 
know.” 

4A gain He said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD! 5Thus says the Lord 
GOD to these bones: “Surely I will ¢cause 
breath to enter into you, and you shall live. 
6] will put sinews on you and bring flesh 
upon you, cover you with skin and put 
breath in you; and you shall live. °Then you 
shall know that Iam the LORD.”’” 

7So I prophesied as I was commanded; 
and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and 
suddenly a rattling; and the bones came to- 
gether, bone to bone. 8Indeed, as I looked, 
the sinews and the flesh came upon them, 
and the skin covered them over; but there 
was no breath in them. 

9Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, son of man, and say 
to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: 
f“Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe on these slain, that they may 
live.”’” 10So I prophesied as He command- 
ed me, Zand breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood upon their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. 


36:25 sprinkle clean water on you. This symbolized 
cleansing from sin. 

36:27 | will put My Spirit within you. The regenerat- 
ing and empowering work of the Holy Spirit on indi- 
viduals would not only restore the people physically 
to the land, but would restore them spiritually, by 
giving them a new heart and new spirit to help them 
follow Him and do His will (11:19-20; 18:31; 37:14; Jer. 
31:31-34; Joel 2:28-29; Rom. 7:7—8:11). 

36:28-30 you shall be My people. The purpose of 
the Mosaic covenant would finally be realized (Deut. 
26:16—19; 29:13; 30:8). The Israelites would become a 
people dedicated to God's ways. 

36:31-32 Not for your sake do! do this. The resto- 
ration from the exile would recover God’s glorious 
reputation among the nations and erase the guilt of 
the Israelites’ sin. This is all a product of God's favor on 
the Israelites—even though they had done nothing 
to merit such mercy. 

37:4 Prophesy to these bones. Ezekiel’s prophecies 
had often been directed to people as deaf as these 
old, dry bones. 

37:5 breath. This word is translated as wind or spirit 


in other places. The breath sent by God into the life- 
less bodies symbolizes the Holy Spirit who brings 
renewal, regeneration, and rebirth John 3:5-8; 6:44; 
7:37-39; Rom. 8:9-11). 

37:6 you shall live. This passage is not about resur- 
rection from physical death, but rebirth from spiritual 
death brought about by divine power. Psalm 87 is 
another text that speaks of spiritual rebirth. The point 
of Jesus’ words to Nicodemus in John 3 was that he 
should have known and understood the concept of 
a second birth. 

37:10 an exceedingly great army. The dead bones 
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Then He said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the “whole house of Israel. They 
indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is 
lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’ 12There- 
fore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord Gop: “Behold, iO My people, I will 
open your graves and cause you to come up 
from your graves, and &bring you into the 
land of Israel. 18Then you shall know that 
I am the LORD, when I have opened your 
graves, O My people, and brought you up 
from your graves. 44] 'will put My Spirit in 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
in your own land. Then you shall know that 
I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed 
it,” says the LORD.’” 


One Kingdom, One King 

Again the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, 16“As for you, son of man, 
mtake a stick for yourself and write on it: 
‘For Judah and for "the children of Israel, 
his companions.’ Then take another stick 
and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of 
Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel, his 
companions.’ !7Then °join them one to an- 
other for yourself into one stick, and they 
will become one in your hand. 

18“A nd when the children of your people 
speak to you, saying, »‘Will you not show 
us what you mean by these?’— 19asay to 
them, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “Surely I 
will take "the stick of Joseph, which is in 
the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Is- 
rael, his companions; and I will join them 
with it, with the stick of Judah, and make 
them one stick, and they will be one in 
My hand.”’ 2°And the sticks on which you 
write will be in your hand sbefore their 
eyes. 

21“Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
Gop: “Surely ‘I will take the children of 
Israel from among the nations, wherever 
they have gone, and will gather them from 
every side and bring them into their own 


land; 22and “I will make them one nation 
in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and 
vone king shall be king over them all; they 
shall no longer be two nations, nor shall 
they ever be divided into two kingdoms 
again. 23wThey shall not defile themselves 
anymore with their idols, nor with their 
detestable things, nor with any of their 
transgressions; but xI will deliver them 
from all their dwelling places in which 
they have sinned, and will cleanse them. 
Then they shall be My people, and I will 
be their God. 

24v“TDavid My servant shall be king over 
them, and 2they shall all have one shepherd; 
athey shall also walk in My judgments and 
observe My statutes, and do them. 25>Then 
they shall dwell in the land that I have 
given to Jacob My servant, where your 
fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, 
they, their children, and their children’s 
children, ‘forever; and 4My servant David 
shall be their prince forever. 26Moreover I 
will make ¢a covenant of peace with them, 
and it shall be an everlasting covenant with 
them; I will establish them and fmultiply 
them, and I will set My ¢sanctuary in their 
midst forevermore. 27"My tabernacle also 
shall be with them; indeed I will be ‘their 
God, and they shall be My people. 28/The 
nations also will know that I, the LORD, 
ksanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in 
their midst forevermore.”’” 


Gog and Allies Attack Israel 
3 Now the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying, 2““Son of man, »set your 
face against Gog, of the land of 4Magog, 
the prince of Rosh,* eMeshech, and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him, 3and say, ‘Thus 
says the Lord Gop: “Behold, I am against 
you, O Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, 


* 38:2 Targum, Vulgate, and Aquila read chief 
prince of (also verse 3). 


in the valley (vv. 1-2) must have looked like the after- 
math ofa horrible military defeat in which there were 
no survivors even to bury the dead. 

37:11-14 these bones. The bones symbolize the 
whole house of Israel. This identification picks up on 
imagery already used: (1) those identified as dry or 
spiritually dead; (2) those identified as despondent 
and dejected, with no apparent hope of being “resur- 
rected” as the people of the living God; and (3) those 
described as disassembled and dispersed before 
being rejoined and rebuilt. The major thrust of this 
passage is the coming spiritual rebirth of God’s cho- 
sen people through the agency of His Spirit. 
37:24-25 David my servant. This title refers to the 
Messiah and King who would come from David's line 
to save Israel (2 Sam. 7:8-16). 

37:26-28 My sanctuary in their midst. The sanc- 
tuary or holy place of the living God is His dwelling 
place among His people (Zeph. 3:15-18). My taber- 
nacle. This is a synonym for sanctuary. Both can be 
used of God's dwelling in the midst of His people in 
the wilderness. Here they point to the future dwelling 


of the living God in the midst of His people forever- 
more. 

38:2 Son of man. This is a title for Ezekiel emphasiz- 
ing his humanity, even though his message was from 
God. The proper names in this prophecy do not have 
to be specifically identified for an understanding of 
the main message. 

38:3 Gog. This leader or king only appears in Scrip- 
ture here and in Revelation 20:8. Several ideas about 
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and Tubal. 4/1 will turn you around, put 
hooks into your jaws, and £lead you out, 
with all your army, horses, and horsemen, 
hall splendidly clothed, a great company 
with bucklers and shields, all of them han- 
dling swords. 5Persia, Ethiopia,* and Lib- 
ya* are with them, all of them with shield 
and helmet; ‘Gomer and all its troops; the 
house of /Togarmah from the far north and 
all its troops—many people are with you. 

7k“Prepare yourself and be ready, you 
and all your companies that are gathered 
about you; and be a guard for them. 8/After 
many days you will be visited. In the lat- 
ter years you will come into the land of 
those brought back from the sword "and 
gathered from many people on °the moun- 
tains of Israel, which had long been deso- 
late; they were brought out of the nations, 
and now all of them Pdwell safely. 9 You will 
ascend, coming “like a storm, covering the 
‘land like a cloud, you and all your troops 
and many peoples with you.” 

10‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “On that 
day it shall come to pass that thoughts 
will arise in your mind, and you will make 
an evil plan: You will say, ‘I will go up 
against a land of sunwalled villages; I will 
tgo to a peaceful people, “who dwell safe- 
ly, all of them dwelling without walls, and 
having neither bars nor gates’— !2to take 
plunder and to take booty, to stretch out 
your hand against the waste places that 
are again inhabited, vand against a people 
gathered from the nations, who have ac- 
quired livestock and goods, who dwell in 
the midst of the land. “Sheba, *Dedan, 
the merchants Yof Tarshish, and all 2their 
young lions will say to you, ‘Have you come 
to take plunder? Have you gathered your 
army to take booty, to carry away silver 
and gold, to take away livestock and goods, 
to take great plunder?’”’ 

14“Therefore, son of man, prophesy and 
say to Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob: “On 
that day when My people Israel ’dwell safe- 
ly, will you not know it? 145-Then you will 
come from your place out of the far north, 
you and many peoples with you, all of them 
riding on horses, a great company and a 
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mighty army. !6You will come up against 
My people Israel like a cloud, to cover the 
land. It will be in the latter days that I will 
bring you against My land, so that the na- 
tions may “know Me, when I am ¢hallowed 
in you, O Gog, before their eyes.” 17Thus 
says the Lord Gop: “Are you he of whom I 
have spoken in former days by My servants 
the prophets of Israel, who prophesied for 
years in those days that I would bring you 
against them? 


Judgment on Gog 

18“And it will come to pass at the same 
time, when Gog comes against the land of 
Israel,” says the Lord Gop, “that My fury 
will show in My face. !9For fin My jealousy 
Zand in the fire of My wrath I have spoken: 
h‘Surely in that day there shall be a great 
earthquake in the land of Israel, 2%so that 
ithe fish of the sea, the birds of the heavens, 
the beasts of the field, all creeping things 
that creep on the earth, and all men who 
are on the face of the earth shall shake 
at My presence. ‘The mountains shall be 
thrown down, the steep places shall fall, 
and every wall shall fall to the ground.’ 21] 
will &call for ‘a sword against Gog through- 
out all My mountains,” says the Lord Gop. 
m“Every man’s sword will be against his 
brother. 22And I will "bring him to judg- 
ment with epestilence and bloodshed; PI 
will rain down on him, on his troops, and 
on the many peoples who are with him, 
flooding rain, ¢great hailstones, fire, and 
brimstone. 23Thus I will magnify Myself 
and ‘sanctify Myself, sand I will be known 
in the eyes of many nations. Then they 
shall know that I am the LORD.”’ 


Gog's Armies Destroyed 

39 “And “you, son of man, prophesy 
against Gog, and say, ‘Thus says 

the Lord Gop: “Behold, I am against you, 

O Gog, the prince of Rosh,* Meshech, 

and Tubal; 2and I will turn you around 

and lead you on, ‘bringing you up from 


* 38:5 Hebrew Cush e Hebrew Put *39:1 Tar- 
gum, Vulgate and Aquila read chief prince of. 


his identity have been suggested but none are com- 
pletely convincing. 

38:8 After many days... In the latter years. The 
first phrase usually denotes an indefinite time period, 
sometimes extending into the distant future or the 
end times (Dan. 8:26). The second phrase frequently 
points to messianic times or to the times when Is- 
rael is regathered. From Ezekiel’s viewpoint, he was 
predicting a time in the very distant future—the end 
times. Unless the passage refers to spiritual warfare, 
the invasion of Israel and the subsequent time of 
confident and carefree peace are still future events. 
dwell safely. This phrase indicates that the Israel 
of this passage is secure; the nation is not safe from 
attack, but it is safe from defeat. 

38:18-23 My fury will showin My face. These verses 


speak of God defending His nation against Gog and 
his army with supernatural and earthshaking meth- 
ods. Unusually strong language concerning the 
wrath of God is found in these verses. 
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the far north, and bring you against the 
mountains of Israel. 3Then I will knock the 
bow out of your left hand, and cause the 
arrows to fall out of your right hand. 4¢4You 
shall fall upon the mountains of Israel, 
you and all your troops and the peoples 
who are with you; ¢I will give you to birds 
of prey of every sort and to the beasts of 
the field to be devoured. * You shall fall on 
the open field; for I have spoken,” says the 
Lord Gob. §f“And I will send fire on Magog 
and on those who live in security in ¢the 
coastlands. Then they shall know that lam 
the LORD. 7"So I will make My holy name 
known in the midst of My people Israel, 
and I will not let them ‘profane My holy 
name anymore. iThen the nations shall 
know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in 
Israel. 8kSurely it is coming, and it shall be 
done,” says the Lord GoD. “This is the day 
lof which I have spoken. 

“Then those who dwell in the cities of 
Israel will go out and set on fire and burn 
the weapons, both the shields and buck- 
lers, the bows and arrows, the javelins and 
spears; and they will make fires with them 
for seven years. !9They will not take wood 
from the field nor cut down any from the 
forests, because they will make fires with 
the weapons; and they will plunder those 
who plundered them, and pillage those 
who pillaged them,” says the Lord Gop. 


The Burial of Gog 

11“Tt will come to pass in that day that 
I will give Gog a burial place there in Is- 
rael, the valley of those who pass by east 
of the sea; and it will obstruct travelers, 
because there they will bury Gog and all 
his multitude. Therefore they will call it the 
Valley of Hamon Gog.* !2For seven months 
the house of Israel will be burying them, 
nin order to cleanse the land. !3Indeed all 
the people of the land will be burying, and 
they will gain °renown for it on the day 
that PI am glorified,” says the Lord Gop. 
14“They will set apart men regularly em- 
ployed, with the help of a search party,* to 
pass through the land and bury those bod- 
ies remaining on the ground, in order ¢to 


cleanse it. At the end of seven months they 
will make a search. 5The search party will 
pass through the land; and when anyone 
sees a man’s bone, he shall set up a marker 
by it, till the buriers have buried it in the 
Valley of Hamon Gog. !6The name of the 
city will also be Hamonah. Thus they shall 
rcleanse the land.”’ 


A Triumphant Festival 

17“And as for you, son of man, thus says 
the Lord Gop, s‘Speak to every sort of bird 
and to every beast of the field: 


t“Assemble yourselves and come; 
Gather together from all sides to My 
usacrificial meal 
Which I am sacrificing for you, 
A great sacrificial meal von the 
mountains of Israel, 
That you may eat flesh and drink blood. 
18wYou shall eat the flesh of the mighty, 
Drink the blood of the princes of the 
earth, 
Of rams and lambs, 
Of goats and bulls, 
All of them xfatlings of Bashan. 
19 ‘You shall eat fat till you are full, 
And drink blood till you are drunk, 
At My sacrificial meal 
Which I am sacrificing for you. 
20 yYou shall be filled at My table 
With horses and riders, 
zWith mighty men 
And with all the men of war,” says the 
Lord Gop. 


Israel Restored to the Land 

21a“7 will set My glory among the na- 
tions; all the nations shall see My judg- 
ment which I have executed, and >My 
hand which I have laid on them. 22¢So the 
house of Israel shall know that I am the 
LORD their God from that day forward. 
23dThe Gentiles shall know that the house 
of Israel went into captivity for their iniq- 
uity; because they were unfaithful to Me, 
therefore ¢I hid My face from them. I fgave 


* 39:11 Literally The Multitude of Gog 
* 39:14 Literally those who pass through 


39:6 | will send fire. Often fire from the Lord has the 
form of lightning bolts (1 Kin. 18:38). 

39:12 cleanse the land. The law of Moses prescribed 
the sacrifice of a heifer to cleanse the land if a mur- 
dered person was found in a region (Deut. 21:1—9). 
39:17-20 Speak to every sort of bird. A poem 
or song is addressed to the scavenging birds and 
beasts who come to the multitude of dead bodies 
(vv. 14-16). Whether figurative or not, the passage 
powerfully pictures God’s sovereign control over the 
complete conquest of Israel’s future and most fero- 
cious enemies (Rev. 19:11—-21). The meal would be a 
divinely prepared sacrifice served at God's table. 
39:21-22 My glory among the nations. The univer- 
sal knowledge of the living God of Israel will be based 
finally on the outcome of the battle described in 


chapters 38 and 39. Ezekiel followed the great theme 
of biblical theology begun in Genesis 12:3 that the 
ultimate purpose of God in His choice of Abraham 
and Sarah was to make His blessings known to all the 
families of the earth. God will demonstrate His glory 
both among the nations and among His chosen peo- 
ple Israel. 
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them into the hand of their enemies, and 
they all fell by the sword. 24sAccording to 
their uncleanness and according to their 
transgressions I have dealt with them, and 
hidden My face from them.”’ 

25“Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 
h‘Now I will bring back the captives of 
Jacob, and have mercy on the ‘whole 
house of Israel; and I will be jealous for 
My holy name— 26iafter they have borne 
their shame, and all their unfaithfulness 
in which they were unfaithful to Me, when 
they *dwelt safely in their own land and 
no one made them afraid. 27'When I have 
brought them back from the peoples and 
gathered them out of their enemies’ lands, 
and I'™am hallowed in them in the sight of 
many nations, 28"then they shall know that 
I am the LORD their God, who sent them 
into captivity among the nations, but also 
brought them back to their land, and left 
none of them captive any longer. 29°And I 
will not hide My face from them anymore; 
for I shall have Ppoured out My Spirit on 
the house of Israel,’ says the Lord GoD.” 


A New City, a New Temple 
40 In the twenty-fifth year of our cap- 
tivity, at the beginning of the year, 
on the tenth day of the month, in the four- 
teenth year after “the city was captured, on 
the very same day >the hand of the LORD 
was upon me; and He took me there. 2¢In 
the visions of God He took me into the land 
of Israel and ¢set me on a very high moun- 
tain; on it toward the south was something 
like the structure of a city. 3He took me 
there, and behold, there was a man whose 
appearance was ¢like the appearance of 
bronze. fHe had a line of flax sand a mea- 
suring rod in his hand, and he stood in the 
gateway. 
4And the man said to me, "“Son of man, 
look with your eyes and hear with your 
ears, and fix your mind on everything I 
show you; for you were brought here so 
that I might show them to you. ‘Declare 
to the house of Israel everything you see.” 
5Now there was ‘a wall all around the out- 
side of the temple.* In the man’s hand was a 
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measuring rod six cubits long, each being a 
cubit and a handbreadth; and he measured 
the width of the wall structure, one rod; 
and the height, one rod. 


The Eastern Gateway of the Temple 

6Then he went to the gateway which 
faced east; and he went up its stairs and 
measured the threshold of the gateway, 
which was one rod wide, and the other 
threshold was one rod wide. 7Each gate 
chamber was one rod long and one rod 
wide; between the gate chambers was a 
space of five cubits; and the threshold of 
the gateway by the vestibule of the inside 
gate was one rod. 8He also measured the 
vestibule of the inside gate, one rod. 9Then 
he measured the vestibule of the gateway, 
eight cubits; and the gateposts, two cubits. 
The vestibule of the gate was on the inside. 
10In the eastern gateway were three gate 
chambers on one side and three on the oth- 
er; the three were all the same size; also the 
gateposts were of the same size on this side 
and that side. 

11He measured the width of the entrance 
to the gateway, ten cubits; and the length 
of the gate, thirteen cubits. 12There was a 
space in front of the gate chambers, one cu- 
bit on this side and one cubit on that side; 
the gate chambers were six cubits on this 
side and six cubits on that side. 8 Then he 
measured the gateway from the roof of one 
gate chamber to the roof of the other; the 
width was twenty-five cubits, as door fac- 
es door. !4He measured the gateposts, sixty 
cubits high, and the court all around the 
gateway extended to the gatepost. 5From 
the front of the entrance gate to the front 
of the vestibule of the inner gate was fif- 
ty cubits. 16There were 'beveled window 
frames in the gate chambers and in their 
intervening archways on the inside of the 
gateway all around, and likewise in the 
vestibules. There were windows all around 
on the inside. And on each gatepost were 
mpalm trees. 


* 40:5 Literally house, and so elsewhere in this 
book 


40:1 In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity. The 
actual date would have been about 573 B.c. This 
final vision of the temple in the book is one of God 
returning to dwell in the midst of His people who 
are now restored in their homeland. These are dif- 
ficult chapters to interpret because of how easy it 
is to get bogged down in the architectural details. 
The writing is apocalyptic in style and expresses in 
symbolic manner how God would restore Israel in 
the future. 

40:3-5 a line of flax and a measuring rod in his 
hand. This man with a measuring rod is a kind of 
angelic architect who serves as both a guide and an 
interpreter for Ezekiel. Declare to the house of Is- 
rael everything you see. The details of the temple 
would have been of great importance and enormous 


interest to the exiles because the temple was the 
focal point of all of their worship. 

40:7 cubits... rod. A cubit was about 18 inches long. 
A measuring rod was six cubits or nine feet in length. 
40:16 palm trees. These were common decorations 
that were also found in Solomon's temple (1 Kin. 
6:29-35). 
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The Outer Court 

17Then he brought me into "the outer 
court; and there were °chambers and a 
pavement made all around the court; »thir- 
ty chambers faced the pavement. !8The 
pavement was by the side of the gateways, 
corresponding to the length of the gate- 
ways; this was the lower pavement. !8Then 
he measured the width from the front of 
the lower gateway to the front of the inner 
court exterior, one hundred cubits toward 
the east and the north. 


Ezekiel 40:17 


The Northern Gateway 

20On the outer court was also a gateway 
facing north, and he measured its length 
and its width. 2!Its gate chambers, three 
on this side and three on that side, its 
gateposts and its archways, had the same 
measurements as the first gate; its length 
was fifty cubits and its width twenty- 
five cubits. 22Its windows and those of its 
archways, and also its palm trees, had the 
same measurements as the gateway facing 
east; it was ascended by seven steps, and 
its archway was in front of it. 283A gate of 
the inner court was opposite the northern 
gateway, just as the eastern gateway; and 
he measured from gateway to gateway, one 
hundred cubits. 


The Southern Gateway 

24After that he brought me toward the 
south, and there a gateway was facing 
south; and he measured its gateposts and 
archways according to these same mea- 
surements. 25There were windows in it 
and in its archways all around like those 
windows; its length was fifty cubits and 
its width twenty-five cubits. 26Seven steps 
led up to it, and its archway was in front 
of them; and it had palm trees on its gate- 
posts, one on this side and one on that side. 
27There was also a gateway on the inner 
court, facing south; and he measured from 
gateway to gateway toward the south, one 
hundred cubits. 


Gateways of the Inner Court 

28Then he brought me to the inner court 
through the southern gateway; he mea- 
sured the southern gateway according to 
these same measurements. 29Also its gate 
chambers, its gateposts, and its archways 
were according to these same measure- 
ments; there were windows in it and in its 
archways all around; it was fifty cubits 


long and twenty-five cubits wide. 3° There 
were archways all around, ¢twenty-five 
cubits long and five cubits wide. 3!Its arch- 
ways faced the outer court, palm trees 
were on its gateposts, and going up to it 
were eight steps. 

32A nd he brought me into the inner court 
facing east; he measured the gateway ac- 
cording to these same measurements. 
33Also its gate chambers, its gateposts, 
and its archways were according to these 
same measurements; and there were win- 
dows in it and in its archways all around; it 
was fifty cubits long and twenty-five cubits 
wide. 34Its archways faced the outer court, 
and palm trees were on its gateposts on 
this side and on that side; and going up to 
it were eight steps. 

35Then he brought me to the north gate- 
way and measured it according to these 
same measurements— 36also its gate 
chambers, its gateposts, and its archways. 
It had windows all around; its length was 
fifty cubits and its width twenty-five cubits. 
37Its gateposts faced the outer court, palm 
trees were on its gateposts on this side and 
on that side, and going up to it were eight 
steps. 


Where Sacrifices Were Prepared 

38 There was a chamber and its entrance 
by the gateposts of the gateway, where 
they washed the burnt offering. 39In the 
vestibule of the gateway were two tables 
on this side and two tables on that side, on 
which to slay the burnt offering, sthe sin 
offering, and ‘the trespass offering. 4°At 
the outer side of the vestibule, as one goes 
up to the entrance of the northern gateway, 
were two tables; and on the other side of 
the vestibule of the gateway were two ta- 
bles. 41Four tables were on this side and 
four tables on that side, by the side of the 
gateway, eight tables on which they slaugh- 
tered the sacrifices. 42 There were also four 
tables of hewn stone for the burnt offering, 
one cubit and a half long, one cubit and 
a half wide, and one cubit high; on these 
they laid the instruments with which they 
slaughtered the burnt offering and the sac- 
rifice. 48Inside were hooks, a handbreadth 
wide, fastened all around; and the flesh of 
the sacrifices was on the tables. 


Chambers for Singers and Priests 
44Outside the inner gate were the cham- 
bers for “the singers in the inner court, 


40:22 ascended by seven steps. This would indicate 
that the temple area is a huge raised area, built up 
above the level of the surrounding land. 

40:38-43 Four tables were on this side... on which 
they slaughtered the sacrifices. Ezekiel observes a 
room where the animals are slaughtered and washed 
for sacrificial offerings. These sacrifices point to the 
ultimate sacrifice; the sacrifice of God’s only Son on 
the cross once for all (Heb. 7:20—28; 9:25-30). 


40:44-47 chamber ... for the priests. The guide 
explains that the chamber on the north side is for 
the priests who run the day-to-day operations of the 


40:17 "Rev. 11:2 91 Kin. 6:5 PEzek.45:5 40:309Ezek. 
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one facing south at the side of the north- 
ern gateway, and the other facing north at 
the side of the southern* gateway. 45Then 
he said to me, “This chamber which faces 
south is for vthe priests who have charge 
of the temple. 4®The chamber which faces 
north is for the priests ~who have charge 
of the altar; these are the sons of xZadok, 
from the sons of Levi, who come near the 
LORD to minister to Him.” 


Dimensions of the Inner Court and 


Vestibule 

47And he measured the court, one hun- 
dred cubits long and one hundred cubits 
wide, foursquare. The altar was in front 
of the temple. 48Then he brought me to the 
yvestibule of the temple and measured the 
doorposts of the vestibule, five cubits on 
this side and five cubits on that side; and 
the width of the gateway was three cubits 
on this side and three cubits on that side. 
49zThe length of the vestibule was twenty 
cubits, and the width eleven cubits; and by 
the steps which led up to it there were 4pil- 
lars by the doorposts, one on this side and 
another on that side. 


Dimensions of the Sanctuary 
4 Then he «brought me into the sanctu- 
ary* and measured the doorposts, six 
cubits wide on one side and six cubits wide 
on the other side—the width of the taberna- 
cle. 2The width of the entryway was ten cu- 
bits, and the side walls of the entrance were 
five cubits on this side and five cubits on 
the other side; and he measured its length, 
forty cubits, and its width, twenty cubits. 
3Also he went inside and measured the 
doorposts, two cubits; and the entrance, six 
cubits high; and the width of the entrance, 
seven cubits. 42He measured the length, 
twenty cubits; and the width, twenty cu- 
bits, beyond the sanctuary; and he said to 
me, “This is the Most Holy Place.” 


The Side Chambers on the Wall 


5Next, he measured the wall of the 
temple, six cubits. The width of each side 
chamber all around the temple was four 
cubits on every side. 6&°The side chambers 
were in three stories, one above the other, 
thirty chambers in each story; they rested 
on ledges which were for the side chambers 
all around, that they might be supported, 
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but @not fastened to the wall of the temple. 
7As one went up from story to story, the 
side chambers “became wider all around, 
because their supporting ledges in the wall 
of the temple ascended like steps; therefore 
the width of the structure increased as one 
went up from the lowest story to the high- 
est by way of the middle one. 8I also saw 
an elevation all around the temple; it was 
the foundation of the side chambers, fa full 
rod, that is, six cubits high. 9The thickness 
of the outer wall of the side chambers was 
five cubits, and so also the remaining ter- 
race by the place of the side chambers of 
the temple. !©And between it and the wall 
chambers was a width of twenty cubits 
all around the temple on every side. 1!The 
doors of the side chambers opened on the 
terrace, one door toward the north and an- 
other toward the south; and the width of 
the terrace was five cubits all around. 


The Building at the Western End 

12The building that faced the separating 
courtyard at its western end was seventy 
cubits wide; the wall of the building was 
five cubits thick all around, and its length 
ninety cubits. 


Dimensions and Design 


of the Temple Area 

13So he measured the temple, one shun- 
dred cubits long; and the separating court- 
yard with the building and its walls was 
one hundred cubits long; also the width 
of the eastern face of the temple, including 
the separating courtyard, was one hun- 
dred cubits. 5He measured the length of 
the building behind it, facing the separat- 
ing courtyard, with its "galleries on the one 
side and on the other side, one hundred 
cubits, as well as the inner temple and the 
porches of the court, !6their doorposts and 
ithe beveled window frames. And the gal- 
leries all around their three stories oppo- 
site the threshold were paneled with ‘wood 
from the ground to the windows—the 
windows were covered— !7from the space 
above the door, even to the inner room,* 


* 40:44 Following Septuagint; Masoretic Text and 
Vulgate read eastern. *41:1 Hebrew heykal, here 
the main room of the temple, sometimes called the 
holy place (compare Exodus 26:33) * 41:17 Liter- 
ally house, here the Most Holy Place 


temple. The chamber on the south side is for the 
priests who perform the sacrifices. 

41:1-4 Then he brought me into the sanctuary. The 
basic temple has three areas: the outer area, the holy 
place or “nave,” and the inner area or the “Most Holy 
Place.” The innermost room is the focal point of the 
whole structure. Only the high priest could enter it 
and then only once a year on the Day of Atonement. 
41:13-15 So he measured the temple. Ezekiel 
would have found pleasure in the symmetrical pre- 
cision of the temple. It would have meant that it all fit 


together perfectly. There was nothing that was out of 
place. This may represent the order and harmony in 
God's future kingdom. 


40:45 "Lev. 8:35 40:46”Num. 18:5 *1 Kin. 2:35 
40:48) 1Kin.6:3  40:4921 Kin. 6:3 41 Kin. 7:15-22 
41:17 Ezek. 40:2,3,17. 41:491Kin.6:20  41:6¢1 Kin. 
6:5-10 71Kin.6:6,10 41:7°1Kin.6:8 41:8/Ezek. 
40:5 41:139Ezek.40:47 41:15 Ezek. 42:3, 5 

41:16 / Ezek. 40:16, 25 /1 Kin. 6:15 


948 @ Ezekiel 41:18 
as well as outside, and on every wall all 
around, inside and outside, by measure. 

18And it was made #with cherubim and 
'palm trees, a palm tree between cherub 
and cherub. Each cherub had two faces, 
19mso that the face of a man was toward 
a palm tree on one side, and the face of a 
young lion toward a palm tree on the oth- 
er side; thus it was made throughout the 
temple all around. 29From the floor to the 
space above the door, and on the wall of 
the sanctuary, cherubim and palm trees 
were carved. 

21The "doorposts of the temple were 
square, as was the front of the sanctuary; 
their appearance was similar. 220The altar 
was of wood, three cubits high, and its 
length two cubits. Its corners, its length, 
and its sides were of wood; and he said to 
me, “This is Pthe table that is *before the 
LORD.” 

23rThe temple and the sanctuary had two 
doors. 24The doors had two spanels apiece, 
two folding panels: two panels for one door 
and two panels for the other door. 25Cher- 
ubim and palm trees were carved on the 
doors of the temple just as they were carved 
on the walls. A wooden canopy was on the 
front of the vestibule outside. 26 There were 
tbeveled window frames and palm trees on 
one side and on the other, on the sides of 
the vestibule—also on the side chambers 
of the temple and on the canopies. 


The Chambers for the Priests 
4 Then he «brought me out into the 
outer court, by the way toward the 
bnorth; and he brought me into ‘the cham- 
ber which was opposite the separating 
courtyard, and which was opposite the 
building toward the north. 2Facing the 
length, which was one hundred cubits 
(the width was fifty cubits), was the north 
door. Opposite the inner court of twenty 
cubits, and opposite the ¢4pavement of the 
outer court, was egallery against gallery 
in three stories. 4In front of the chambers, 
toward the inside, was a walk ten cubits 
wide, at a distance of one cubit; and their 
doors faced north. 5Now the upper cham- 
bers were shorter, because the galleries 


took away space from them more than 
from the lower and middle stories of the 
building. 6For they were in three stories 
and did not have pillars like the pillars 
of the courts; therefore the upper level 
was shortened more than the lower and 
middle levels from the ground up. 7And a 
wall which was outside ran parallel to the 
chambers, at the front of the chambers, 
toward the outer court; its length was 
fifty cubits. 8The length of the chambers 
toward the outer court was fifty cubits, 
whereas that facing the temple was one 
fhundred cubits. 9At the lower chambers 
was the entrance on the east side, as one 
goes into them from the outer court. 
10Also there were chambers in the thick- 
ness of the wall of the court toward the east, 
opposite the separating courtyard and op- 
posite the building. Us There was a walk in 
front of them also, and their appearance 
was like the chambers which were toward 
the north; they were as long and as wide as 
the others, and all their exits and entrances 
were according to plan. !2And correspond- 
ing to the doors of the chambers that were 
facing south, as one enters them, there was 
a door in front of the walk, the way directly 
in front of the wall toward the east. 
13Then he said to me, “The north cham- 
bers and the south chambers, which are 
opposite the separating courtyard, are the 
holy chambers where the priests who ap- 
proach the LORD "shall eat the most holy 
offerings. There they shall lay the most 
holy offerings—‘the grain offering, the sin 
offering, and the trespass offering—for 
the place is holy. 14iWhen the priests en- 
ter them, they shall not go out of the holy 
chamber into the outer court; but there 
they shall leave their garments in which 
they minister, for they are holy. They shall 
put on other garments; then they may ap- 
proach that which is for the people.” 


Outer Dimensions of the Temple 
1SNow when he had finished measur- 
ing the inner temple, he brought me out 
through the gateway that faces toward 
the “east, and measured it all around. 
16He measured the east side with the 


41:22 This is the table that is before the Lorb. This 
is a reference to the table that held the showbread or 
bread of the Presence (Ex. 25:23-30), a reminder that 
man lives his whole life constantly in the divine pres- 
ence. When God is not present to bless His people, 
their worship is unacceptable, because such worship 
will inevitably be merely formal and devoid of bless- 
ing. When God is present with His people in worship, 
they are then enabled to worship. 

42:1-14 Then he brought me out into the outer 
court. At this point the text has given us many details 
of the physical descriptions of the temple. No refer- 
ences have been made to God's spiritual presence. 
Ezekiel has set the scene for the return of the Lord to 
His temple and city. 

42:13-14 holy chambers where the priests who 


approach the LorDshall eat. This chapter focuses on 
the buildings designed for the use of the priests. They 
were used for storage, changing, and eating. 
42:15-20 he brought me out. After seeing the inside 
of the temple area, the guide takes Ezekiel to see the 
surrounding grounds. 
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measuring rod,* five hundred rods by the 
measuring rod all around. 17He measured 
the north side, five hundred rods by the 
measuring rod all around. !8He measured 
the south side, five hundred rods by the 
measuring rod. 18He came around to the 
west side and measured five hundred rods 
by the measuring rod. 2°He measured it 
on the four sides; ‘it had a wall all around, 
mfive hundred cubits long and five hun- 
dred wide, to separate the holy areas from 
the common. 


The Temple, the LorD’s Dwelling 


Place 
43 Afterward he brought me to the gate, 
the gate “that faces toward the east. 

2bAnd behold, the glory of the God of Israel 
came from the way of the east. “His voice 
was like the sound of many waters; dand 
the earth shone with His glory. 3It was ¢like 
the appearance of the vision which I saw— 
like the vision which I saw when I* came fto 
destroy the city. The visions were like the 
vision which I saw £by the River Chebar; 
and I fell on my face. 4"And the glory of 
the LORD came into the temple by way of 
the gate which faces toward the east. 5'The 
Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the 
inner court; and behold, ithe glory of the 
LORD filled the temple. 

6Then I heard Him speaking to me from 
the temple, while *a man stood beside me. 
7And He said to me, “Son of man, this is 
'the place of My throne and the place of 
the soles of My feet, "where I will dwell in 
the midst of the children of Israel forever. 
°No more shall the house of Israel defile 
My holy name, they nor their kings, by 
their harlotry or with »the carcasses of 
their kings on their high places. 8¢When 
they set their threshold by My threshold, 
and their doorpost by My doorpost, with 
a wall between them and Me, they defiled 
My holy name by the abominations which 
they committed; therefore I have consumed 
them in My anger. 9Now let them put their 
harlotry and the carcasses of their kings 
far away from Me, and I will dwell in their 
midst forever. 

10“Son of man, "describe the temple to the 
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed 
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of their iniquities; and let them measure the 
pattern. "And if they are ashamed of all 
that they have done, make known to them 
the design of the temple and its arrange- 
ment, its exits and its entrances, its entire 
design and all its sordinances, all its forms 
and allits laws. Write it down in their sight, 
so that they may keep its whole design and 
all its ordinances, and ‘perform them. 
122This is the law of the temple: The whole 
area surrounding “the mountaintop is most 
holy. Behold, this is the law of the temple. 


Dimensions of the Altar 

13“These are the measurements of the 
valtar in cubits “(the cubit is one cubit and 
a handbreadth): the base one cubit high 
and one cubit wide, with a rim all around 
its edge of one span. This is the height of 
the altar: from the base on the ground to 
the lower ledge, two cubits; the width of the 
ledge, one cubit; from the smaller ledge to 
the larger ledge, four cubits; and the width 
of the ledge, one cubit. 5The altar hearth is 
four cubits high, with four horns extend- 
ing upward from the hearth. !16The altar 
hearth is twelve cubits long, twelve wide, 
ysquare at its four corners; !’the ledge, 
fourteen cubits long and fourteen wide 
on its four sides, with a rim of half a cubit 
around it; its base, one cubit all around; 
and Zits steps face toward the east.” 


Consecrating the Altar 

18And He said to me, “Son of man, thus 
says the Lord Gop: ‘These are the ordi- 
nances for the altar on the day when it is 
made, for sacrificing *burnt offerings on 
it, and for sprinkling blood on it. 19 You 
shall give ca young bull for a sin offering 
to “the priests, the Levites, who are of the 
seed of ¢Zadok, who approach Me to min- 
ister to Me,’ says the Lord Gop. 2%You shall 
take some of its blood and put it on the four 
horns of the altar, on the four corners of 
the ledge, and on the rim around it; thus 
you shall cleanse it and make atonement 
for it. 21Then you shall also take the bull 
of the sin offering, and fburn it in the ap- 
pointed place of the temple, Zoutside the 


* 42:16 Compare 40:5 *43:3 Some Hebrew manu- 
scripts and Vulgate read He. 


43:2 the glory of the God of Israel came. Nineteen 
years before, Ezekiel had a vision of the Lord leav- 
ing His temple (10:18-22; 11:22-24). Now he gets a 
chance to see His return. Ezekiel’s response is one of 
being overwhelmed with awe. 

43:3 the River Chebar. This was where the Jewish 
exiles were located in Babylonia. 

43:7-12 | will dwell in the midst of the children 
of Israel forever. When God left Jerusalem, it rap- 
idly moved towards destruction. Here, when God 
returned, everything was rebuilt as a permanent 
dwelling. The Lord stipulated that Israel was not to 
defile God’s holiness as it had done in the past. 
43:20-23 cleanse... sin offering. These suggest 


purification and cleansing from sin. Because of the 
sinlessness—without blemish—of the sacrifice, the 
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sanctuary. 22On the second day you shall 
offer a kid of the goats without blemish 
for a sin offering; and they shall cleanse 
the altar, as they cleansed it with the bull. 
23When you have finished cleansing it, you 
shall offer a young bull without blemish, 
and a ram from the flock without blemish. 
24When you offer them before the LORD, 
nthe priests shall throw salt on them, and 
they will offer them up as a burnt offering 
to the LORD. 25Every day for ‘seven days 
you shall prepare a goat for a sin offering; 
they shall also prepare a young bull and a 
ram from the flock, both without blemish. 
26Seven days they shall make atonement 
for the altar and purify it, and so conse- 
crate it. 27/When these days are over it shall 
be, on the eighth day and thereafter, that 
the priests shall offer your burnt offerings 
and your peace offerings on the altar; andI 
will accept you,’ says the Lord Gop.” 


The East Gate and the Prince 
4 Then He brought me back to the out- 
er gate of the sanctuary «which faces 
toward the east, but it was shut. 2And the 
LORD said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it 
shall not be opened, and no man shall enter 
by it, "because the LORD God of Israel has 
entered by it; therefore it shall be shut. 3As 
for the “prince, because he is the prince, he 
may sit in it to 4eat bread before the LORD; 
he shall enter by way of the vestibule of the 
gateway, and go out the same way.” 


Those Admitted to the Temple 

4Also He brought me by way of the 
north gate to the front of the temple; so I 
looked, and ebehold, the glory of the LORD 
filled the house of the LORD; fand I fell on 
my face. 5And the LorD said to me, “Son 
of man, mark well, see with your eyes 
and hear with your ears, all that I say to 
you concerning all the “ordinances of the 
house of the LORD and all its laws. Mark 
well who may enter the house and all who 
go out from the sanctuary. 

6“Now say to the ‘rebellious, to the house 
of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “O 
house of Israel, ‘let Us have no more of all 


your abominations. 7? When you brought in 
foreigners, “uncircumcised in heart and 
uncircumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctu- 
ary to defile it—My house—and when you 
offered "My food, °the fat and the blood, 
then they broke My covenant because of 
all your abominations. 8And you have not 
pkept charge of My holy things, but you 
have set others to keep charge of My sanc- 
tuary for you.” 9Thus says the Lord Gop: 
a“No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart 
or uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter My 
sanctuary, including any foreigner who is 
among the children of Israel. 


Laws Governing Priests 

10r“And the Levites who went far from 
Me, when Israel went astray, who strayed 
away from Me after their idols, they shall 
bear their iniquity. !! Yet they shall be min- 
isters in My sanctuary, sas gatekeepers of 
the house and ministers of the house; 'they 
shall slay the burnt offering and the sac- 
rifice for the people, and “they shall stand 
before them to minister to them. !2Because 
they ministered to them before their idols 
and vcaused the house of Israel to fall into 
iniquity, therefore I have vraised My hand 
in an oath against them,” says the Lord 
Gop, “that they shall bear their iniquity. 
13xAnd they shall not come near Me to 
minister to Me as priest, nor come near any 
of My holy things, nor into the Most Holy 
Place; but they shall ybear their shame and 
their abominations which they have com- 
mitted. 14Nevertheless I will make them 
Zkeep charge of the temple, for all its work, 
and for all that has to be done in it. 

15a“But the priests, the Levites, >the sons 
of Zadok, who kept charge of My sanctuary 
cwhen the children of Israel went astray 
from Me, they shall come near Me to min- 
ister to Me; and they dshall stand before 
Me to offer to Me the efat and the blood,” 
says the Lord Gop. !16“They shall fenter My 
sanctuary, and they shall come near My 
table to minister to Me, and they shall keep 
My charge. !7And it shall be, whenever they 
enter the gates of the inner court, that "they 
shall put on linen garments; no wool shall 


people for whom the sacrifice is made are declared 
acceptable before God (v. 27; Ex. 29:14; Lev. 3; 4:12). 
44:1-3 This gate shall be shut. Today this is known 
as the “Golden Gate” and dates from several centuries 
after Christ. It is walled shut today in accordance with 
an Islamic tradition. 

44:4-9 I looked... | fell on my face. Ezekiel expe- 
riences another awe-inspiring vision of God’s glory 
leading him to bow in worship (1:28—2:1). God 
demands that His renewed people follow His regula- 
tions exactly. He emphasizes the necessity of holiness 
and righteousness, especially in light of Israel’s past. 
44:11-14 Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctu- 
ary. God explains to Ezekiel why the Levites would 
be limited to certain types of temple ministry. The Le- 
vites (with the exception of the sons of Zadok; v. 15) 
could not be priests but could be ministers (servants 


or attendants). They could not serve in the inner court 
or temple, where the holy things are located; but they 
could oversee the general operation of the temple 
complex. 
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come upon them while they minister with- 
in the gates of the inner court or within 
the house. 18i'They shall have linen turbans 
on their heads and linen trousers on their 
bodies; they shall not clothe themselves 
with anything that causes sweat. !®8When 
they go out to the outer court, to the outer 
court to the people, ‘they shall take off their 
garments in which they have ministered, 
leave them in the holy chambers, and put 
on other garments; and in their holy gar- 
ments they shall not sanctify the people. 

201“They shall neither shave their heads 
nor let their hair grow “long, but they shall 
keep their hair well trimmed. 2!"No priest 
shall drink wine when he enters the inner 
court. 22They shall not take as wife a °wid- 
ow or a divorced woman, but take virgins 
of the descendants of the house of Israel, or 
widows of priests. 

23“And vthey shall teach My people the 
difference between the holy and the un- 
holy, and cause them to ¢discern between 
the unclean and the clean. 24"In controver- 
sy they shall stand as judges, and judge 
it according to My judgments. They shall 
keep My laws and My statutes in all My ap- 
pointed meetings, sand they shall hallow 
My Sabbaths. 

25“They shall not defile themselves by 
coming near a dead person. Only for father 
or mother, for son or daughter, for brother 
or unmarried sister may they defile them- 
selves. 26tAfter he is cleansed, they shall 
count seven days for him. 27And on the day 
that he goes to the sanctuary to minister in 
the sanctuary, “he must offer his sin offer- 
ing vin the inner court,” says the Lord GoD. 

28“Tt shall be, in regard to their inheri- 
tance, that I am their inheritance. You 
shall give them no possession in Israel, 
for I am their possession. 29yThey shall eat 
the grain offering, the sin offering, and the 
trespass offering; zevery dedicated thing 
in Israel shall be theirs. 39The “best of all 
firstfruits of any kind, and every sacrifice 
of any kind from all your sacrifices, shall 
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be the priest’s; also you shall give to the 
priest the first of your ground meal, cto 
cause a blessing to rest on your house. 
31The priests shall not eat anything, bird 
or beast, that ¢died naturally or was torn 
by wild beasts. 


The Holy District 
45 “Moreover, when you divide the 
land by lot into inheritance, you 
shall set apart a district for the LORD, a 
holy section of the land; its length shall be 
twenty-five thousand cubits, and the width 
ten thousand. It shall be holy throughout 
its territory all around. 2Of this there shall 
be a square plot for the sanctuary, ‘five 
hundred by five hundred rods, with fifty 
cubits around it for an open space. 3So this 
is the district you shall measure: twenty- 
five thousand cubits long and ten thousand 
wide; 4in it shall be the sanctuary, the Most 
Holy Place. 4It shall be ea holy section of 
the land, belonging to the priests, the min- 
isters of the sanctuary, who come near to 
minister to the LORD; it shall be a place 
for their houses and a holy place for the 
sanctuary. ‘An area twenty-five thousand 
cubits long and ten thousand wide shall 
belong to the Levites, the ministers of the 
temple; they shall have twenty chambers 
as a possession.* 


Properties of the City and 
the Prince 

6h“You shall appoint as the property of 
the city an area five thousand cubits wide 
and twenty-five thousand long, adjacent to 
the district of the holy section; it shall be- 
long to the whole house of Israel. 

7i“The prince shall have a section on 
one side and the other of the holy district 
and the city’s property; and bordering on 
the holy district and the city’s property, 


*45:5 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Septuagint reads a possession, cities of 
dwelling. 


44:23 they shall teach My people the difference 
between the holy and the unholy. These verses 
speak of holiness in conduct. These regulations 
continued practices already prescribed in the law 
of Moses (Lev. 10:6,9; 21:1-7,10,14). Their aim was to 
help the priests avoid conformity to the immoral and 
idolatrous religious rituals and conduct among the 
pagan nations. The priests, then and in the future, 
have the responsibility of modeling and maintain- 
ing the highest standards of morality, self-control, 
self-denial, discipline, and obedience to God's will. 
44:28 | am their possession. God was to be the 
priests’ inheritance in all respects; they were not to 
inherit land or cities. 

45:1-5 a holy section of the land. A distinct or holy 
section was to be allocated for God. This area would 
be divided into two equal sections. One would be the 
portion for the Zadokites. In the center of this part of 
the holy district is the holy square-mile environs for 
the temple. The other half of the holy district would 


be the portion given to the Levites. All this is holy; 
God owns it. 

45:6 the city. Most likely the city is Jerusalem. 
45:7-8 The prince... My princes. Their identity is 
unknown (44:3), but the allotted area is on both sides 
of the holy district. The prince and God's princes of 
the messianic period—in contrast to previous lead- 
ers of Israel (11:1-13; 14:1-11,20-22; 34:1-10)—will 
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extending westward on the west side and 
eastward on the east side, the length shall 
be side by side with one of the tribal por- 
tions, from the west border to the east 
border. 8The land shall be his possession 
in Israel; and /My princes shall no more 
oppress My people, but they shall give the 
rest of the land to the house of Israel, ac- 
cording to their tribes.” 


Laws Governing the Prince 

%Thus says the Lord Gop: “Enough, 
O princes of Israel! ‘Remove violence and 
plundering, execute justice and righteous- 
ness, and stop dispossessing My people,” 
says the Lord GoD. !©“You shall have 
mhonest scales, an honest ephah, and an 
honest bath. 1!The ephah and the bath 
shall be of the same measure, so that the 
bath contains one-tenth of a homer, and 
the ephah one-tenth of a homer; their 
measure shall be according to the homer. 
12The "shekel shall be twenty gerahs; 
twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels, and 
fifteen shekels shall be your mina. 

13“This is the offering which you shall 
offer: you shall give one-sixth of an 
ephah from a homer of wheat, and one- 
sixth of an ephah from a homer of barley. 
4The ordinance concerning oil, the bath 
of oil, is one-tenth of a bath from a kor. A 
kor is a homer or ten baths, for ten baths 
are a homer. 15And one lamb shall be 
given from a flock of two hundred, from 
the rich pastures of Israel. These shall 
be for grain offerings, burnt offerings, 
and peace offerings, °to make atone- 
ment for them,” says the Lord Gop. 16“AIl 
the people of the land shall give this of- 
fering for the prince in Israel. 17Then 
it shall be the prince’s part to give 
burnt offerings, grain offerings, and 
drink offerings, at the feasts, the New 
Moons, the Sabbaths, and at all the ap- 
pointed seasons of the house of Israel. He 
shall prepare the sin offering, the grain of- 
fering, the burnt offering, and the peace 
offerings to make atonement for the house 
of Israel.” 


Keeping the Feasts 

18‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “In the first 
month, on the first day of the month, you 
shall take a young bull without blemish 
and 4cleanse the sanctuary. !9'The priest 
shall take some of the blood of the sin of- 
fering and put it on the doorposts of the 
temple, on the four corners of the ledge of 
the altar, and on the gateposts of the gate 
of the inner court. 2°And so you shall do on 
the seventh day of the month sfor everyone 
who has sinned unintentionally or in igno- 
rance. Thus you shall make atonement for 
the temple. 

21t“Tn the first month, on the fourteenth 
day of the month, you shall observe the 
Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened 
bread shall be eaten. 22And on that day the 
prince shall prepare for himself and for all 
the people of the land “a bull for a sin of- 
fering. 23On the vseven days of the feast he 
shall prepare a burnt offering to the LORD, 
seven bulls and seven rams without blem- 
ish, daily for seven days, “and a kid of the 
goats daily for a sin offering. 24*And he 
shall prepare a grain offering of one ephah 
for each bull and one ephah for each ram, 
together with a hin of oil for each ephah. 

25“Tn the seventh month, on the fifteenth 
day of the month, at the Yfeast, he shall do 
likewise for seven days, according to the 
sin offering, the burnt offering, the grain 
offering, and the oil.” 


The Manner of Worship 
46 ‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “The 
gateway of the inner court that fac- 
es toward the east shall be shut the six 
aworking days; but on the Sabbath it shall 
be opened, and on the day of the New Moon 
it shall be opened. 2/The prince shall enter 
by way of the vestibule of the gateway from 
the outside, and stand by the gatepost. The 
priests shall prepare his burnt offering and 
his peace offerings. He shall worship at the 
threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out, 
but the gate shall not be shut until evening. 
3Likewise the people of the land shall 


not be greedy for riches and real estate but will give 
the land that remains to the people. 

45:10-11 You shall have honest scales. The mer- 
chants were exhorted to use accurate measures. They 
must not cheat anymore when weighing produce 
(Lev. 19:35; Amos 8:5; Mic. 6:10-12). God called for an 
end to dishonesty and deceit; a time is coming when 
all such scheming will end (37:15—28). 

45:18 In the first month, on the first day of the 
month. This is an annual day of purifying the temple 
sanctuary. In the light of Jesus’ death on the cross, the 
actions of the prince symbolize and emphasize that 
God has made atonement for all through the sacrifice 
of the Messiah. The prince represents the people in 
these actions of worship. 

45:21 you shall observe the Passover, a feast of 
seven days. In this passage the Feasts of Passover 
and Tabernacles are observed (Ex. 12:1-14; Lev. 


23:5-8,33—43; Num. 28:16—25). The dates are in rela- 
tion to the Levitical calendar, the Jewish religious 
year. The procedures as well are very similar to those 
of the Mosaic system. These feasts commemorate 
God's faithfulness to His promises. 

46:1-8 The prince shall enter. What the rituals sig- 
nified under the law was fulfilled by the Messiah. At 
the time of this prince, certain promises were being 
fulfilled and the covenants consummated in the mes- 
sianic age (40:6—16,28-37; 43:18—27; Ex. 20:8-11). 
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worship at the entrance to this gateway 
before the LORD on the Sabbaths and the 
New Moons. ‘The burnt offering that ‘the 
prince offers to the LORD on the ¢Sabbath 
day shall be six lambs without blemish, 
and aram without blemish; 5eand the grain 
offering shall be one ephah for a ram, and 
the grain offering for the lambs, as much as 
he wants to give, as well as a hin of oil with 
every ephah. ®On the day of the New Moon 
it shall be a young bull without blemish, 
six lambs, and a ram; they shall be without 
blemish. 7He shall prepare a grain offering 
of an ephah for a bull, an ephah for a ram, 
as much as he wants to give for the lambs, 
and a hin of oil with every ephah. 8fWhen 
the prince enters, he shall go in by way of 
the vestibule of the gateway, and go out the 
same way. 

5“But when the people of the land come 
before the LORD on the appointed feast 
days, whoever enters by way of the north 
hgate to worship shall go out by way of the 
south gate; and whoever enters by way of 
the south gate shall go out by way of the 
north gate. He shall not return by way of 
the gate through which he came, but shall 
go out through the opposite gate. !°The 
prince shall then be in their midst. When 
they go in, he shall go in; and when they 
go out, he shall go out. At the festivals 
and the appointed feast days ‘the grain 
offering shall be an ephah for a bull, an 
ephah for a ram, as much as he wants to 
give for the lambs, and a hin of oil with 
every ephah. 

12“Now when the prince makes a vol- 
untary burnt offering or voluntary peace 
offering to the LORD, the gate that faces to- 
ward the east jshall then be opened for him; 
and he shall prepare his burnt offering and 
his peace offerings as he did on the Sab- 
bath day. Then he shall go out, and after he 
goes out the gate shall be shut. 

13k“You shall daily make a burnt offer- 
ing to the LORD of a lamb of the first year 
without blemish; you shall prepare it every 
morning. 4And you shall prepare a grain 
offering with it every morning, a sixth 
of an ephah, and a third of a hin of oil to 
moisten the fine flour. This grain offering 
is a perpetual ordinance, to be made regu- 
larly to the LORD. }5Thus they shall prepare 
the lamb, the grain offering, and the oil, as 
a'regular burnt offering every morning.” 
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The Prince and Inheritance Laws 

16‘Thus says the Lord Gop: “If the prince 
gives a gift of some of his inheritance to 
any of his sons, it shall belong to his sons; 
it is their possession by inheritance. !7But if 
he gives a gift of some of his inheritance to 
one of his servants, it shall be his until “the 
year of liberty, after which it shall return to 
the prince. But his inheritance shall belong 
to his sons; it shall become theirs. !8More- 
over "the prince shall not take any of the 
people’s inheritance by evicting them from 
their property; he shall provide an inheri- 
tance for his sons from his own property, 
so that none of My people may be scattered 
from his property.”’” 


How the Offerings Were Prepared 

19Now he brought me through the en- 
trance, which was at the side of the gate, 
into the holy °chambers of the priests 
which face toward the north; and there a 
place was situated at their extreme western 
end. 20And he said to me, “This is the place 
where the priests shall pboil the trespass 
offering and the sin offering, and where 
they shall “bake the grain offering, so that 
they do not bring them out into the outer 
court 'to sanctify the people.” 

21Then he brought me out into the outer 
court and caused me to pass by the four 
corners of the court; and in fact, in every 
corner of the court there was another 
court. 22In the four corners of the court 
were enclosed courts, forty cubits long and 
thirty wide; all four corners were the same 
size. 23 There was a row of building stones 
all around in them, all around the four of 
them; and cooking hearths were made un- 
der the rows of stones all around. 24And he 
said to me, “These are the kitchens where 
the ministers of the temple shall sboil the 
sacrifices of the people.” 


The Healing Waters and Trees 
4 Then he brought me back to the door 
of the temple; and there was ¢water, 
flowing from under the threshold of the 
temple toward the east, for the front of the 
temple faced east; the water was flowing 
from under the right side of the temple, 
south of the altar. 2He brought me out by 
way of the north gate, and led me around 
on the outside to the outer gateway that 


46:9 He shall not return by the way of the gate 
through which he came. The prescribed protocol 
was probably to ensure an orderly procession and 
service. Such regulations would be needed on the 
special feast days due to the participation of large 
numbers of people. 

46:14 a perpetual ordinance. This is a change from 
the provisions in the law (Num. 28:5). God’s people 
cannot be reminded too often of God's provisions for 
them; nor can they thank Him too much or too fre- 
quently. 

46:24 These are the kitchens. These were kitchen 


areas for the people to boil their sacrifices. The tem- 
ple was a place for sacrificing, cooking, and eating. 
To combine the two elements is healthy for spiritual 
fellowship. 
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faces beast; and there was water, running 
out on the right side. 

3And when cthe man went out to the 
east with the line in his hand, he measured 
one thousand cubits, and he brought me 
through the waters; the water came up to 
my ankles. 4Again he measured one thou- 
sand and brought me through the waters; 
the water came up to my knees. Again he 
measured one thousand and brought me 
through; the water came up to my waist. 
5Again he measured one thousand, and 
it was a river that I could not cross; for 
the water was too deep, water in which 
one must swim, a river that could not be 
crossed. ®He said to me, “Son of man, have 
you seen this?” Then he brought me and 
returned me to the bank of the river. 

7When I returned, there, along the bank 
of the river, were very many “trees on one 
side and the other. 8Then he said to me: 
“This water flows toward the eastern re- 
gion, goes down into the valley, and enters 
the sea. When it reaches the sea, its wa- 
ters are healed. 9And it shall be that every 
living thing that moves, wherever the riv- 
ers go, will live. There will be a very great 
multitude of fish, because these waters go 
there; for they will be healed, and every- 
thing will live wherever the river goes. 
10Jt shall be that fishermen will stand by 
it from En Gedi to En Eglaim; they will be 
places for spreading their nets. Their fish 
will be of the same kinds as the fish ¢of 
the Great Sea, exceedingly many. !But its 
swamps and marshes will not be healed; 
they will be given over to salt. !2/Along the 
bank of the river, on this side and that, will 
grow all kinds of trees used for food; stheir 
leaves will not wither, and their fruit will 
not fail. They will bear fruit every month, 
because their water flows from the sanctu- 
ary. Their fruit will be for food, and their 
leaves for medicine.” 


Borders of the Land 

13Thus says the Lord Gop: “These are 
the ‘borders by which you shall divide the 
land as an inheritance among the twelve 
tribes of Israel. /Joseph shall have two por- 
tions. 14 You shall inherit it equally with one 
another; for I raised My hand in an oath to 
give it to your fathers, and this land shall 
'fall to you as your inheritance. 


15“This shall be the border of the land 
on the north: from the Great Sea, by the 
road to Hethlon, as one goes to "Zedad, 
160Hamath, »Berothah, Sibraim (which 
is between the border of Damascus and 
the border of Hamath), to Hazar Hatticon 
(which is on the border of Hauran). !17Thus 
the boundary shall be from the Sea to 7Ha- 
zar Enan, the border of Damascus; and as 
for the north, northward, it is the border of 
Hamath. This is the north side. 

18“Qn the east side you shall mark out 
the border from between Hauran and Da- 
mascus, and between Gilead and the land 
of Israel, along the Jordan, and along the 
eastern side of the sea. This is the east side. 

19*The south side, toward the South,* 
shall be from Tamar to 'the waters of Meri- 
bah by Kadesh, along the brook to the 
Great Sea. This is the south side, toward 
the South. 

20“The west side shall be the Great Sea, 
from the southern boundary until one 
comes to a point opposite Hamath. This is 
the west side. 

21°Thus you shall sdivide this land 
among yourselves according to the tribes 
of Israel. 22It shall be that you will divide 
it by ‘lot as an inheritance for yourselves, 
uand for the strangers who dwell among 
you and who bear children among you. 
vThey shall be to you as native-born among 
the children of Israel; they shall have an 
inheritance with you among the tribes of 
Israel. 23And it shall be that in whatever 
tribe the stranger dwells, there you shall 
give him his inheritance,” says the Lord 
Gop. 


Division of the Land 
48 “Now these are the names of the 
tribes: ¢From the northern border 
along the road to Hethlon at the entrance 
of Hamath, to Hazar Enan, the border of 
Damascus northward, in the direction of 
Hamath, there shall be one section for 
bDan from its east to its west side; 2by the 
border of Dan, from the east side to the 
west, one section for “Asher; 3by the bor- 
der of Asher, from the east side to the west, 
one section for 4Naphtali; 4by the border 


*47:19 Hebrew Negev 


47:7-12 their water flows from the sanctuary. The 
living water that God will provide has immeasurable 
power to renew, restore, and resurrect life. The water 
is a river of healing and the source of abundant life for 
everything and everyone. 

47:14 You shall inherit it equally. Equality of inher- 
itance is stressed. The unilateral and unconditional 
nature of the Abrahamic covenant is suggested; this 
inheritance is a free gift of God’s grace which God's 
people did and could do nothing to deserve. 
47:21-23 and for the strangers. Non-|sraelites who 
married and settled within the Jewish communities 
were to be accepted as native Israelites, qualified to 


share in the territorial inheritance of whatever tribe 
they joined (Lev. 19:34). 
48:1 Now these are the names. The land would be 
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of Naphtali, from the east side to the west, 
one section for ¢Manasseh; 5by the border 
of Manasseh, from the east side to the west, 
one section for Ephraim; ®by the border of 
Ephraim, from the east side to the west, 
one section for ¢Reuben; 7by the border 
of Reuben, from the east side to the west, 
one section for "Judah; 8by the border of 
Judah, from the east side to the west, shall 
be ‘the district which you shall set apart, 
twenty-five thousand cubits in width, and 
in length the same as one of the other por- 
tions, from the east side to the west, with 
the /sanctuary in the center. 

9“The district that you shall set apart 
for the LORD shall be twenty-five thou- 
sand cubits in length and ten thousand in 
width. 1°To these—to the priests—the holy 
district shall belong: on the north twenty- 
five thousand cubits in length, on the west 
ten thousand in width, on the east ten thou- 
sand in width, and on the south twenty-five 
thousand in length. The sanctuary of the 
LORD shall be in the center. !k]t shall be 
for the priests of the sons of Zadok, who 
are sanctified, who have kept My charge, 
who did not go astray when the children 
of Israel went astray, 'as the Levites went 
astray. !2And this district of land that is set 
apart shall be to them a thing most “holy 
by the border of the Levites. 

13“Qpposite the border of the priests, 
the "Levites shall have an area twenty-five 
thousand cubits in length and ten thousand 
in width; its entire length shall be twenty- 
five thousand and its width ten thousand. 
MoAnd they shall not sell or exchange any 
of it; they may not alienate this best part of 
the land, for it is holy to the LORD. 

15p“The five thousand cubits in width 
that remain, along the edge of the twenty- 
five thousand, shall be ¢for general use by 
the city, for dwellings and common-land; 
and the city shall be in the center. 16These 
shall be its measurements: the north side 
four thousand five hundred cubits, the 
south side four thousand five hundred, the 
east side four thousand five hundred, and 
the west side four thousand five hundred. 
17The common-land of the city shall be: to 
the north two hundred and fifty cubits, to 
the south two hundred and fifty, to the east 
two hundred and fifty, and to the west two 
hundred and fifty. 18The rest of the length, 
alongside the district of the holy section, 


Ezekiel 48:31 ™@ 955 
shall be ten thousand cubits to the east 
and ten thousand to the west. It shall be 
adjacent to the district of the holy section, 
and its produce shall be food for the work- 
ers of the city. !18*The workers of the city, 
from all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate 
it. 2°The entire district shall be twenty-five 
thousand cubits by twenty-five thousand 
cubits, foursquare. You shall set apart the 
holy district with the property of the city. 

21s“The rest shall belong to the prince, 
on one side and on the other of the holy 
district and of the city’s property, next 
to the twenty-five thousand cubits of the 
holy district as far as the eastern border, 
and westward next to the twenty-five thou- 
sand as far as the western border, adjacent 
to the tribal portions; it shall belong to the 
prince. It shall be the holy district, and the 
sanctuary of the temple shall be in the cen- 
ter. 22Moreover, apart from the possession 
of the Levites and the possession of the city 
which are in the midst of what belongs to 
the prince, the area between the border of 
Judah and the border of “Benjamin shall 
belong to the prince. 

23“As for the rest of the tribes, from the 
east side to the west, Benjamin shall have 
one section; 24by the border of Benjamin, 
from the east side to the west, vSimeon 
shall have one section; 25by the border of 
Simeon, from the east side to the west, 
wIssachar shall have one section; 26by the 
border of Issachar, from the east side to 
the west, *Zebulun shall have one section; 
27by the border of Zebulun, from the east 
side to the west, »Gad shall have one sec- 
tion; 28by the border of Gad, on the south 
side, toward the South,* the border shall be 
from Tamar to zthe waters of Meribah by 
Kadesh, along the brook to the “Great Sea. 
29bThis is the land which you shall divide 
by lot as an inheritance among the tribes 
of Israel, and these are their portions,” says 
the Lord Gop. 


The Gates of the City and Its Name 
30“These are the exits of the city. On the 
north side, measuring four thousand five 
hundred cubits 3!¢(the gates of the city 
shall be named after the tribes of Israel), 
the three gates northward: one gate for 
Reuben, one gate for Judah, and one gate 
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divided into thirteen parts. The division makes it clear 
that all who believe have a place. 

48:28 Great Sea. This would have been the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. 

48:31 named after the tribes of Israel. The gates are 
named after the original twelve tribes (Rev. 21:12-13). 
The gate for Joseph represents the two tribes of Ma- 
nasseh and Ephraim. 
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for Levi; 32o0n the east side, four thousand 
five hundred cubits, three gates: one gate 
for Joseph, one gate for Benjamin, and one 
gate for Dan; 380n the south side, measur- 
ing four thousand five hundred cubits, 
three gates: one gate for Simeon, one gate 
for Issachar, and one gate for Zebulun; 340n 
the west side, four thousand five hundred 


cubits with their three gates: one gate for 
Gad, one gate for Asher, and one gate for 
Naphtali. 35All the way around shall be 
eighteen thousand cubits; 4and the name 
of the city from that day shall be: eTHE 
LORD IS THERE.”* 


* 48:35 Hebrew YHWH Shammah 


48:35 THE LORD IS THERE. This return of the Lord 
and the regathering of His people are predicted by 
Ezekiel in 11:17; 20:33-44; 37:15-28; and 39:21-29. 
The Lord was forced to depart from the city and the 
temple because of the wickedness of the Israelites 
(8:6; 10:18). But here, Ezekiel foresees the return of 
God in all His glory to His people, His temple, and 


His land. This was a powerful message in its context. 
Ezekiel and his immediate audience were far away 
from their homeland. This vision of the coming resto- 
ration would have inspired much hope in the faithful. 


48:35 4 Jer. 23:6; 33:16 ¢Joel 3:21 


THE BOOK OF 


DANIEL 


> AUTHOR: Daniel's life and ministry bridge the entire seventy-year period of Bab- 
ylonian captivity. This claims Daniel as author, and it uses the first person from 7:2 
onward. The Jewish Talmud supports this claim, and Christ attributed a quote from 
9:27 to “Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24:15). Daniel’s wisdom and divinely given inter- 
pretive abilities brought him into a position of prominence, especially in the courts 
of Nebuchadnezzar and Darius. 

> TIME: c. 605-536 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Dan. 2:20-22 

> THEME: Daniel is one of very few heroes in the Bible whose record is flawless. 
He is an example of how to live and work as a believer in a hostile environment; a 
man of action while at the same time fully aware of his dependence on God. The 
important prophecies in Daniel have inspired many interpretations over the years. 
Many have attempted to identify the various elements of the prophecies and apply 


them to contemporary figures. 


Daniel and His Friends Obey God 

In the third year of the reign of “Je- 

hoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnez- 
zar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. 2And the Lord gave Jehoiakim 
king of Judah into his hand, with »some 
of the articles of the house of God, which 
he carried cinto the land of Shinar to the 
house of his god; ¢and he brought the arti- 
cles into the treasure house of his god. 

3Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, 
the master of his eunuchs, to bring ¢some 
of the children of Israel and some of the 
king’s descendants and some of the no- 
bles, 4young men fin whom there was no 
blemish, but good-looking, gifted in all 


wisdom, possessing knowledge and quick 
to understand, who had ability to serve in 
the king’s palace, and :whom they might 
teach the language and literature of the 
Chaldeans. 5And the king appointed for 
them a daily provision of the king’s delica- 
cies and of the wine which he drank, and 
three years of training for them, so that 
at the end of that time they might "serve 
before the king. "Now from among those 
of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hana- 
niah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7'To them the 
chief of the eunuchs gave names: ‘he gave 
Daniel the name Belteshazzar; to Hanani- 
ah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 
Azariah, Abed-Nego. 


1:1 Jehoiakim king of Judah. Jehoiakim was an evil 
king who sided first with the Egyptians and then with 
the Babylonians, until he finally decided to rebel. 
His independence was short-lived, however, and he 
remained under Babylonian domination until his 
death (2 Kin. 23:34—24:6). 

1:2 the treasure house of his god. These articles 
taken from the temple appear later, on the night 
of Belshazzar’s feast (ch. 5). Eventually they were 
returned to Zerubbabel, who brought them back to 
Israel (Ezra 1:7). 

1:3 master of his eunuchs. A term which became 
synonymous with “official.” In ancient Middle East- 
ern monarchies, royal harems were typically super- 
intended by men who had been emasculated and 
were considered reliable to serve in that capacity. A 
eunuch was often regarded as a privileged official. 
Some have speculated that Daniel and his friends 
were eunuchs, but there is no specific statement in 
the book to this effect. 

1:4 language and literature. The language of most 
of Mesopotamia was Akkadian, which was written in 


cuneiform script. Over the centuries the Babylonians 
and Assyrians produced a massive body of literature 
of all types. Though Aramaic had begun to replace 
Akkadian by the time of Nebuchadnezzar, scholars 
continued to study and write literature in their clas- 
sical tongue. Chaldeans. This name was commonly 
applied to Babylonians in general, and also to the 
guild of astrologers, diviners, and other practitioners 
of wisdom to which Daniel was being introduced 
(1:17; 2:2; 3:8). 

1:7 names. Daniel means “God is my judge”; Belte- 
shazzar means “lady protect the king,” referring 
to the goddess Sarpanitu, wife of the god Marduk. 
Hananiah means “the Lord is gracious”; Shadrach 
means “I am fearful of the God.” Mishael means 
“who is what God is?” Meshach means “I am of little 
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8But Daniel purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the portion 
of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine 
which he drank; therefore he requested 
of the chief of the eunuchs that he might 
not defile himself. 9Now 'God had brought 
Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the 
chief of the eunuchs. !9And the chief of the 
eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the 
king, who has appointed your food and 
drink. For why should he see your faces 
looking worse than the young men who 
are your age? Then you would endanger 
my head before the king.” 

So Daniel said to the steward* whom 
the chief of the eunuchs had set over 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 
12“Please test your servants for ten days, 
and let them give us vegetables to eat and 
water to drink. !3Then let our appearance 
be examined before you, and the appear- 
ance of the young men who eat the portion 
of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, 
so deal with your servants.” So he con- 
sented with them in this matter, and tested 
them ten days. 

15And at the end of ten days their fea- 
tures appeared better and fatter in flesh 
than all the young men who ate the portion 
of the king’s delicacies. 16Thus the steward 
took away their portion of delicacies and 
the wine that they were to drink, and gave 
them vegetables. 

17As for these four young men, "God 
gave them "knowledge and skill in all lit- 
erature and wisdom; and Daniel had oun- 
derstanding in all visions and dreams. 

18Now at the end of the days, when the 
king had said that they should be brought 
in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them 
in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19Then the 
king interviewed* them, and among them 
all none was found like Daniel, Hanani- 
ah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they 
served before the king. 29¢And in all mat- 
ters of wisdom and understanding about 
which the king examined them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magi- 
cians and astrologers who were in all his 
realm. 2!'Thus Daniel continued until the 
first year of King Cyrus. 


Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
Now in the second year of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had 


dreams; “and his spirit was so troubled that 
bhis sleep left him. 2°Then the king gave 
the command to call the magicians, the as- 
trologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans 
to tell the king his dreams. So they came 
and stood before the king. 3And the king 
said to them, “I have had a dream, and my 
spirit is anxious to know the dream.” 

4Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king 
in Aramaic,* 4“O king, live forever! Tell 
your servants the dream, and we will give 
the interpretation.” 

5The king answered and said to the 
Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you 
do not make known the dream to me, 
and its interpretation, you shall be ecut in 
pieces, and your houses shall be made an 
ash heap. §fHowever, if you tell the dream 
and its interpretation, you shall receive 
from me gifts, rewards, and great honor. 
Therefore tell me the dream and its inter- 
pretation.” 

7They answered again and said, “Let the 
king tell his servants the dream, and we 
will give its interpretation.” 

8The king answered and said, “I know 
for certain that you would gain time, be- 
cause you see that my decision is firm: 9if 
you do not make known the dream to me, 
there is only one decree for you! For you 
have agreed to speak lying and corrupt 
words before me till the time has changed. 
Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall 
know that you can give me its interpreta- 
tion.” 

10The Chaldeans answered the king, and 
said, “There is not a man on earth who can 
tell the king’s matter; therefore no king, 
lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of 
any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. It 
is a difficult thing that the king requests, 
and there is no other who can tell it to the 
king ¢except the gods, whose dwelling is 
not with flesh.” 

12For this reason the king was angry and 
very furious, and gave the command to de- 
stroy all the wise men of Babylon. 3So the 
decree went out, and they began killing the 
wise men; and they sought "Daniel and his 
companions, to kill them. 


* 1:11 Hebrew Melzar, alsoinverse 16 * 1:19 Lit- 
erally talked with them *2:4 The original 
language of Daniel 2:4b through 7:28 is Aramaic. 


account.” Azariah means “the Lord has helped me”; 
Abed-Nego means “servant of [the god] Nebo.” 

1:8 defile himself. The issue here was not the rich- 
ness of the food or the alcohol. The king’s table no 
doubt included unclean meats and food which had 
not been prepared according to the law. In addition, 
both meat and wines may well have already been 
offered to idols. 

2:2 magicians. The word translated “magicians” 
refers to those who use a pen—most likely, those 
learned in the sacred writings of the Babylonians. 
2:4 in Aramaic. Daniel 2:4b—7:28 is written in Ara- 
maic, the common language of the day. 


2:8 gain time. Nebuchadnezzar obviously did not 
have any faith in the integrity of his wise men or in the 
reality of their wisdom. He wanted to know for sure 
that the interpretation of his dream was a supernat- 
ural revelation, not just a clever story to please a king. 
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1:17 James 
1:19? Gen. 41:46 


God Reveals Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Dream 

4Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel 
answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s 
guard, who had gone out to kill the wise 
men of Babylon; 5he answered and said 
to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the 
decree from the king so urgent?” Then Ari- 
och made the decision known to Daniel. 

16So Daniel went in and asked the king 
to give him time, that he might tell the king 
the interpretation. 17Then Daniel went to 
his house, and made the decision known to 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his com- 
panions, !8ithat they might seek mercies 
from the God of heaven concerning this 
secret, so that Daniel and his companions 
might not perish with the rest of the wise 
men of Babylon. 18Then the secret was re- 
vealed to Daniel jin a night vision. So Dan- 
iel blessed the God of heaven. 

20Daniel answered and said: 


k“Blessed be the name of God forever 
and ever, 
'For wisdom and might are His. 
21 And He changes the times and the 
seasons; 
nHe removes kings and raises up kings; 
°He gives wisdom to the wise 
And knowledge to those who have 
understanding. 
22 pHe reveals deep and secret things; 
aHe knows what is in the darkness, 
And ‘light dwells with Him. 


23 “T thank You and praise You, 
O God of my fathers; 
You have given me wisdom and might, 
And have now made known to me 
what we sasked of You, 
For You have made known to us the 
king’s demand.” 


Daniel Explains the Dream 
24Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, 
whom the king had appointed to destroy 
the wise men of Babylon. He went and said 
thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men 
of Babylon; take me before the king, and I 
will tell the king the interpretation.” 
25Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel 
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before the king, and said thus to him, “I 
have found a man of the captives* of Ju- 
dah, who will make known to the king the 
interpretation.” 
26The king answered and said to Dan- 
iel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are 
you able to make known to me the dream 
which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 
27Daniel answered in the presence of the 
king, and said, “The secret which the king 
has demanded, the wise men, the astrolo- 
gers, the magicians, and the soothsayers 
cannot declare to the king. 28‘But there is 
a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and 
He has made known to King Nebuchadnez- 
zar “what will be in the latter days. Your 
dream, and the visions of your head upon 
your bed, were these: 29As for you, O king, 
thoughts came to your mind while on your 
bed, about what would come to pass after 
this; vand He who reveals secrets has made 
known to you what will be. 39wBut as for 
me, this secret has not been revealed to me 
because I have more wisdom than anyone 
living, but for our sakes who make known 
the interpretation to the king, xand that you 
may know the thoughts of your heart. 
31“You, O king, were watching; and 
behold, a great image! This great image, 
whose splendor was excellent, stood before 
you; and its form was awesome. 32’This 
image’s head was of fine gold, its chest 
and arms of silver, its belly and thighs* 
of bronze, 33its legs of iron, its feet partly 
of iron and partly of clay.* 34 You watched 
while a stone was cut out Z7without hands, 
which struck the image on its feet of iron 
and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35¢Then 
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and 
the gold were crushed together, and be- 
came like chaff from the summer thresh- 
ing floors; the wind carried them away 
so that cno trace of them was found. And 
the stone that struck the image “became a 
great mountain eand filled the whole earth. 
36“This is the dream. Now we will tell the 
interpretation of it before the king. 37fYou, 
O king, are a king of kings. ¢For the God 


* 2:25 Literally of the sons of the captivity 
*2:32 Or sides *2:33 Or baked clay, and so in 
verses 34, 35, and 42 


2:11 except the gods. The wise men were forced to 
acknowledge their own limitations. As far as they 
knew, they were doomed because the gods who had 
the answers did not speak with men. 

2:18 that they might seek mercies from the God of 
heaven. Daniel and his friends knew the same thing 
that the other wise men did: only God could possibly 
reveal the king’s dream. But, unlike the other wise 
men, they knew that their God would answer when 
they called on Him. 

2:28 the latter days. This is an expression used fre- 
quently for the end times when God will intervene in 
human history to establish His eternal kingdom (Is. 
2:2; Hos. 3:5; Mic. 4:1—3). 

2:31 agreat image. The image that Nebuchadnezzar 


saw represented four kingdoms that would rule over 
all the earth. 

2:37 the God of heaven has given you a kingdom. 
The rulers of the nations of the world may not rec- 
ognize God's authority, but that does not alter the 
fact that they have their positions only through His 
permission. 
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of heaven has given you a kingdom, pow- 
er, strength, and glory; 38"and wherever 
the children of men dwell, or the beasts 
of the field and the birds of the heaven, 
He has given them into your hand, and 
has made you ruler over them all—‘you 
are this head of gold. 29But after you shall 
arise janother kingdom #inferior to yours; 
then another, a third kingdom of bronze, 
which shall rule over all the earth. 49And 
'the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as 
iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces 
and shatters everything; and like iron 
that crushes, that kingdom will break in 
pieces and crush all the others. 41Where- 
as you saw the feet and toes, partly of 
potter’s clay and partly of iron, the king- 
dom shall be divided; yet the strength 
of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw 
the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42And 
as the toes of the feet were partly of iron 
and partly of clay, "so the kingdom shall 
be partly strong and partly fragile. #As 
you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, 
they will mingle with the seed of men; but 
they will not adhere to one another, just 
as iron does not mix with clay. 44And in 
the days of these kings "the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom °which shall never 
be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people; Pit shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand forever. 454Inasmuch as 
you saw that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and that it broke 
in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold—the great God has 
made known to the king what will come 
to pass after this. The dream is certain, 
and its interpretation is sure.” 


Daniel and His Friends Promoted 
46rThen King Nebuchadnezzar fell on 
his face, prostrate before Daniel, and 
commanded that they should present an 
offering sand incense to him. 47The king 
answered Daniel, and said, “Truly ‘your 
God is the God of “gods, the Lord of kings, 
and a revealer of secrets, since you could 
reveal this secret.” 48vThen the king pro- 
moted Daniel wand gave him many great 
gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole 
province of Babylon, and «chief adminis- 
trator over all the wise men of Babylon. 
49Also Daniel petitioned the king, yand he 
set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon; 
but Daniel zsat in the gate* of the king. 


The Image of Gold 

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an 

image of gold, whose height was six- 
ty cubits and its width six cubits. He set 
it up in the plain of Dura, in the province 
of Babylon. 2And King Nebuchadnezzar 
sent word to gather together the satraps, 
the administrators, the governors, the 
counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the 
image which King Nebuchadnezzar had 
set up. 3So the satraps, the administrators, 
the governors, the counselors, the treasur- 
ers, the judges, the magistrates, and all 
the officials of the provinces gathered to- 
gether for the dedication of the image that 
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they 
stood before the image that Nebuchadnez- 
zar had set up. 4Then a herald cried aloud: 


* 2:49 That is, the king’s court 


2:38 head of gold. The first worldwide empire, the 
head of gold, was Babylon. 
2:39 another kingdom inferior to yours. The second 
empire, the chest and arms of silver, was Medo-Per- 
sia. Just as silver is inferior to gold, Medo-Persia was 
inferior to Babylon, not in size but in its effectiveness 
in governing its people. third kingdom of bronze. 
The third kingdom would be the Greek Empire. 
2:40 fourth kingdom... strong as iron. The fourth 
kingdom, the legs of iron, is the only one not specifi- 
cally identified within the Book of Daniel. Rome is the 
most likely choice, for it succeeded Greece, and was 
certainly a very strong empire. 
2:41-45 the kingdom shall be divided. Some 
believe that this is a reference to the Roman Empire's 
decline, when the kingdom was divided and the fab- 
tic of the empire was weakening in the early centu- 
ries after Christ. In this case the “kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed” (obviously the kingdom of God) 
is a spiritual kingdom introduced by Christ at His first 
coming, and the mountain that grew from the rock 
would be a reference to the spread of Christianity, 
which eventually was named the state religion of the 
Roman Empire. 

Others believe that verses 41-45 point to future 
events that have not yet been fulfilled. When this 
vision is compared with the four beasts of chapter 7, 


it seems clear that the fourth kingdom is yet to come. 
It is theorized that the kingdom of iron does actually 
refer to the Roman Empire, which will be revived in 
some form in the last days, perhaps as a ten-nation 
confederacy (the ten toes, or the ten horns of the 
beast of chapter 7). In this case, the “kingdom which 
shall never be destroyed” is a literal kingdom to be 
established by Jesus Christ at the second coming, at 
which time He will destroy the kingdoms of the world 
(Rev. 19:15). 

3:1 cubits. A cubit in Israel was approximately 18 
inches; in Babylon it was about 20 inches. Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s image was 90 to 100 feet tall. The odd 
proportions of this figure (a normal human height-to- 
width ratio is about 4:1 rather than 10:1) may indicate 
that the height includes a base or pedestal. 

3:2 satraps. Satraps were the chief officials of the 
provinces of the empire. 
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“To you it is commanded, “O peoples, na- 
tions, and languages, 5that at the time you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, 
and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of 
music, you shall fall down and worship the 
gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has 
set up; and whoever does not fall down 
and worship shall be cast immediately 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.” 
7So at that time, when all the people 
heard the sound of the horn, flute, harp, 
and lyre, in symphony with all kinds of 
music, all the people, nations, and languag- 
es fell down and worshiped the gold image 
which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 


Daniel's Friends Disobey the King 

8Therefore at that time certain Chal- 
deans ‘came forward and accused the 
Jews. 9They spoke and said to King Neb- 
uchadnezzar, ““O king, live forever! !0You, 
O king, have made a decree that everyone 
who hears the sound of the horn, flute, 
harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with 
all kinds of music, shall fall down and wor- 
ship the gold image; and whoever does 
not fall down and worship shall be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 
LeThere are certain Jews whom you have 
set over the affairs of the province of Bab- 
ylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; 
these men, O king, have ‘not paid due re- 
gard to you. They do not serve your gods 
or worship the gold image which you have 
set up.” 

1BThen Nebuchadnezzar, in “rage and 
fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought 
these men before the king. !4Nebuchad- 
nezzar spoke, saying to them, “Is it true, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that 
you do not serve my gods or worship the 
gold image which I have set up? 5Now 
if you are ready at the time you hear the 
sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and 
psaltery, in symphony with all kinds of mu- 
sic, and you fall down and worship the im- 
age which I have made, "good! But if you do 
not worship, you shall be cast immediately 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 
iAnd who is the god who will deliver you 
from my hands?” 

16Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego 
answered and said to the king, “O Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ‘we have no need to answer 
you in this matter. !"If that is the case, our 
kGod whom we serve is able to ‘deliver us 
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from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from your hand, O king. !8But if 
not, let it be known to you, O king, that we 
do not serve your gods, nor will we ™wor- 
ship the gold image which you have set up.” 


Saved in Fiery Trial 

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, 
and the expression on his face changed 
toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
Nego. He spoke and commanded that they 
heat the furnace seven times more than it 
was usually heated. 20And he commanded 
certain mighty men of valor who were in 
his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego, and cast them into the burn- 
ing fiery furnace. 21Then these men were 
bound in their coats, their trousers, their 
turbans, and their other garments, and 
were cast into the midst of the burning 
fiery furnace. 22Therefore, because the 
king’s command was urgent, and the fur- 
nace exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire 
killed those men who took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. 28And these 
three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
Nego, fell down bound into the midst of the 
burning fiery furnace. 

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was as- 
tonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, 
saying to his counselors, “Did we not cast 
three men bound into the midst of the fire?” 

They answered and said to the king, 
“True, O king.” 

25“T ook!” he answered, “I see four men 
loose, “walking in the midst of the fire; 
and they are not hurt, and the form of the 
fourth is like °the Son of God.”* 


Nebuchadnezzar Praises God 

26Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the 
mouth of the burning fiery furnace and 
spoke, saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego, servants of the »>Most High 
God, come out, and come here.” Then 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego came 
from the midst of the fire. 27And the sa- 
traps, administrators, governors, and the 
king’s counselors gathered together, and 
they saw these men ¢on whose bodies the 
fire had no power; the hair of their head 
was not singed nor were their garments 
affected, and the smell of fire was not on 
them. 


* 3:25 Or a son of the gods 


3:18 But if not. The faithful men knew that God could 
deliver them (v. 17), yet they were also aware that God 
could have chosen not to do so. Faith in God may not 
translate into victory in every circumstance (Heb. 
11:32-39). To these men the outcome was irrelevant, 
for what was at stake was not God's ability or their 
own lives, but their faith and obedience to serve Him 
regardless of the cost. 

3:25 | see four men loose. The fourth man walking 
with the three friends in the furnace may have been 


an angel. Many believe that this was an appearance 
of the preincarnate Christ. 
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28Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, 
“Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego, who sent His "Angel* and 
delivered His servants who trusted in Him, 
and they have frustrated the king’s word, 
and yielded their bodies, that they should 
not serve nor worship any god except their 
own God! 29sTherefore I make a decree 
that any people, nation, or language which 
speaks anything amiss against the ‘God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall 
be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be 
made an ash heap; vbecause there is no oth- 
er God who can deliver like this.” 

30Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province 
of Babylon. 


Nebuchadnezzar’s Second Dream 
4 Nebuchadnezzar the king, 


“To all peoples, nations, and languages 
that dwell in all the earth: 


Peace be multiplied to you. 


2 Tthought it good to declare the signs 
and wonders >that the Most High God 
has worked for me. 


3 cHow great are His signs, 
And how mighty His wonders! 
His kingdom is ¢an everlasting kingdom, 
And His dominion is from generation 
to generation. 


4 J, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my 
house, and flourishing in my palace. 
5] saw a dream which made me afraid, 
eand the thoughts on my bed and 
the visions of my head ‘troubled me. 
6Therefore I issued a decree to bring in 
all the wise men of Babylon before me, 
that they might make known to me the 
interpretation of the dream. 7?Then the 
magicians, the astrologers, the Chal- 
deans, and the soothsayers came in, 
and I told them the dream; but they did 
not make known to me its interpreta- 
tion. 8But at last Daniel came before me 
hchis name is Belteshazzar, according 


to the name of my god; ‘in him is the 
Spirit of the Holy God), and I told the 
dream before him, saying: 9“Belteshaz- 
zar, ichief of the magicians, because I 
know that the Spirit of the Holy God 

is in you, and no secret troubles you, 
explain to me the visions of my dream 
that I have seen, and its interpretation. 


10 “These were the visions of my head 
while on my bed: 


I was looking, and behold, 
kA tree in the midst of the earth, 
And its height was great. 

ll The tree grew and became strong; 
Its height reached to the heavens, 
And it could be seen to the ends of all 

the earth. 

12 Its leaves were lovely, 

Its fruit abundant, 

And in it was food for all. 

'The beasts of the field found shade 
under it, 

The birds of the heavens dwelt in its 
branches, 

And all flesh was fed from it. 


13 “JT saw in the visions of my head while 
on my bed, and there was a watcher, 
na holy one, coming down from heaven. 
14He cried aloud and said thus: 


o‘Chop down the tree and cut off its 
branches, 
Strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. 
PLet the beasts get out from under it, 
And the birds from its branches. 
15 Nevertheless leave the stump and 
roots in the earth, 
Bound with a band of iron and bronze, 
In the tender grass of the field. 
Let it be wet with the dew of heaven, 
And let him graze with the beasts 
On the grass of the earth. 
16 Let his heart be changed from that of 
aman, 
Let him be given the heart of a beast, 
And let seven ¢times* pass over him. 


*3:28 Or angel *4:16 Possibly seven years, and 
so in verses 23, 25, and 32 


3:28 Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego. Pagan cultures did not deny the 
existence of other gods, even those of other peoples. 
Nebuchadnezzar was impressed with the God of Is- 
rael, but that did not mean that he recognized that 
God is the only true god. 

4:1 Nebuchadnezzar the king. These verses are a 
royal proclamation by Nebuchadnezzar concerning 
the God of Israel, in which the king celebrated what 
God had done for him and extolled His power and 
dominion. 

4:8 my god. This refers to Marduk. Nebuchadnezzar 
was still a pagan, but he also recognized that Daniel 
had the spirit of his God, and that Daniel’s God was 
different from other gods. 

4:9 chief of the magicians. Daniel's position as head 
magician did not mean that he practiced sorcery or 
witchcraft, a thing clearly forbidden by the law (Deut. 


18:10-11). In the pluralistic Babylonian society, Dan- 
iel’s relationship with the God of Israel would auto- 
matically have been categorized as another form of 
magic, or astrology, or divination, the “wisdom” of 
the day. He received the honor and position of one 
who has favor with the gods. 

4:16 seven times. These times could refer to years, 
months, weeks, days, or hours. Most take them as 
years, as elsewhere in the book (7:25). 
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7 


18 


‘This decision is by the decree of the 
watchers, 
And the sentence by the word of the 
holy ones, 
In order 'that the living may know 
sThat the Most High rules in the 
kingdom of men, 
tGives it to whomever He will, 
And sets over it the “lowest of men.’ 


“This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, 
have seen. Now you, Belteshazzar, 
declare its interpretation, Ysince all the 
wise men of my kingdom are not able 
to make known to me the interpreta- 
tion; but you are able, “for the Spirit of 
the Holy God is in you.” 


Daniel Explains the Second Dream 


19 


2 


Ss 


23 


Then Daniel, whose name was Belte- 
shazzar, was astonished for a time, 
and his thoughts Ytroubled him. So the 
king spoke, and said, “Belteshazzar, do 
not let the dream or its interpretation 
trouble you.” 

Belteshazzar answered and said, 
“My lord, may zthe dream concern 
those who hate you, and its interpreta- 
tion concern your enemies! 


a“The tree that you saw, which grew 
and became strong, whose height 
reached to the heavens and which could 
be seen by all the earth, 2!whose leaves 
were lovely and its fruit abundant, in 
which was food for all, under which the 
beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose 
branches the birds of the heaven had 
their home—2it is you, O king, who 
have grown and become strong; for 
your greatness has grown and reaches 
to the heavens, ‘and your dominion to 
the end of the earth. 


ad“And inasmuch as the king saw a 
watcher, a holy one, coming down from 
heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the 
tree and destroy it, but leave its stump 
and roots in the earth, bound witha 
band of iron and bronze in the tender 
grass of the field; let it be wet with the 
dew of heaven, eand let him graze with 
the beasts of the field, till seven times 
pass over him’; 24this is the interpreta- 
tion, O king, and this is the decree of 
the Most High, which has come upon 


26 
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my lord the king: 25They shall fdrive 
you from men, your dwelling shall be 
with the beasts of the field, and they 
shall make you £eat grass like oxen. 
They shall wet you with the dew of 
heaven, and seven times shall pass over 
you, "till you know that the Most High 
rules in the kingdom of men, and igives 
it to whomever He chooses. 


“And inasmuch as they gave the com- 
mand to leave the stump and roots of 
the tree, your kingdom shall be assured 
to you, after you come to know that 
iHeaven rules. 27Therefore, O king, let 
my advice be acceptable to you; kbreak 
off your sins by being righteous, and 
your iniquities by showing mercy to the 
poor. ‘Perhaps there may be a length- 
ening of your prosperity.” 


Nebuchadnezzar’s Humiliation 
28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnez- 


3 


3 


= 


oo 


zar. 29At the end of the twelve months he 
was walking about the royal palace of 
Babylon. 2°The king "spoke, saying, “Is 
not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for a royal dwelling by my mighty pow- 
er and for the honor of my majesty?” 


oWhile the word was still in the king’s 
mouth, Ya voice fell from heaven: “King 
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the 
kingdom has departed from you! 32And 
athey shall drive you from men, and 
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of 
the field. They shall make you eat grass 
like oxen; and seven times shall pass 
over you, until you know that the Most 
High rules in the kingdom of men, and 
gives it to whomever He chooses.” 


That very hour the word was fulfilled 
concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was 
driven from men and ate grass like 
oxen; his body was wet with the dew 
of heaven till his hair had grown like 
eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds 
claws. 


> 


Nebuchadnezzar Praises God 
34 And rat the end of the time* I, Nebu- 


chadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, 
and my understanding returned to 


* 


4:34 Literally days 


4:20 tree. In the Old Testament, a tree is a common 
symbol for a ruler Judg. 9:7-15; Ezek. 31:2-14; Zech. 
11:1-2). 

4:23 a watcher. The term “watcher” means “waking 
one,” one who is constantly alert. The parallel “holy 
one” suggests that the watcher is either the Lord 
Himself or one of His angels (3:28; 6:22; 8:16; 10:13). 
4:32 until you know that the Most High rules. Neb- 
uchadnezzar would become insane, yet in his ani- 
mal-like state he would learn more of God than he 
ever had before. The chastisement of God is always 
for a holy and helpful purpose, if we will accept it. 
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me; and I blessed the Most High and 
praised and honored Him ‘who lives 
forever: 


For His dominion is ‘an everlasting 
dominion, 
And His kingdom is from generation 
to generation. 
35 uAll the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing; 
vHe does according to His will in the 
army of heaven 
And among the inhabitants of the 
earth. 
wNo one can restrain His hand 
Or say to Him, *“What have You 
done?” 


36 At the same time my reason returned to 
me, Yand for the glory of my kingdom, 
my honor and splendor returned to me. 
My counselors and nobles resorted to 
me, I was Zrestored to my kingdom, and 
excellent majesty was “added to me. 
37Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 
extol and honor the King of heaven, <all 
of whose works are truth, and His ways 
justice. 7And those who walk in pride 
He is able to put down. 


Belshazzar’s Feast 

Belshazzar the king «made a great feast 

for a thousand of his lords, and drank 
wine in the presence of the thousand. 
2While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave 
the command to bring the gold and silver 
vessels which his father Nebuchadnez- 
zar had taken from the temple which had 
been in Jerusalem, that the king and his 
lords, his wives, and his concubines might 
drink from them. 3Then they brought the 
gold cvessels that had been taken from the 
temple of the house of God which had been 
in Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, 
his wives, and his concubines drank from 
them. 4They drank wine, 4and praised the 
gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, 
wood and stone. 

5eIn the same hour the fingers of a man’s 
hand appeared and wrote opposite the 
lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the 


king’s palace; and the king saw the part 
of the hand that wrote. Then the king’s 
countenance changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his hips 
were loosened and his ‘knees knocked 
against each other. 7?The king cried aloud 
to bring in "the astrologers, the Chaldeans, 
and the soothsayers. The king spoke, say- 
ing to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever 
reads this writing, and tells me its inter- 
pretation, shall be clothed with purple and 
have a chain of gold around his neck; ‘and 
he shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 
8Now all the king’s wise men came, ‘but 
they could not read the writing, or make 
known to the king its interpretation. 9Then 
King Belshazzar was greatly *troubled, his 
countenance was changed, and his lords 
were astonished. 

10The queen, because of the words 
of the king and his lords, came to the 
banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying, 
“O king, live forever! Do not let your 
thoughts trouble you, nor let your coun- 
tenance change. !!!There is a man in your 
kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy 
God. And in the days of your father, light 
and understanding and wisdom, like the 
wisdom of the gods, were found in him; 
and King Nebuchadnezzar your father— 
your father the king—made him chief of 
the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, 
and soothsayers. !2Inasmuch as an ex- 
cellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, 
interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and 
explaining enigmas* were found in this 
Daniel, "whom the king named Belte- 
shazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he 
will give the interpretation.” 


The Writing on the Wall Explained 
13Then Daniel was brought in before 
the king. The king spoke, and said to Dan- 
iel, “Are you that Daniel who is one of the 
captives* from Judah, whom my father the 
king brought from Judah? J have heard of 
you, that "the Spirit of God is in you, and 
that light and understanding and excellent 


* 5:12 Literally untying knots, and so in verse 16 
* 5:13 Literally of the sons of the captivity 


5:1 Belshazzar the king. Belshazzar is called the 
king and the son of Nebuchadnezzar. Other ancient 
records, however, seem to dispute both facts. These 
records indicate that Belshazzar was the son of 
Nabonidus, the last king of Babylon. It is possible that 
Belshazzar was the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. In 
ancient writings, the term father is often used to indi- 
cate ancestry rather than immediate family (2 Kin. 
14:3). Belshazzar may have served as vice-regent 
while his father was still living (Nabonidus seems to 
have spent a number of the years of his reign in Ara- 
bia). Thus, he would have been acting as king, even if 
he was not officially king. Note that Darius the Mede 
was also called king, even though he served Cyrus 
(5:31; 6:6). 

5:7 third ruler. Assuming that Belshazzar was acting 


as regent for his father Nabonidus, the “third ruler” 
would have been next in line for the throne. 

5:11 the Spirit of the Holy God. This is the same 
expression used by Nebuchadnezzar (4:8-9,18). 

5:13 that Daniel who is one of the captives. Daniel 
was an old man by this time, possibly 80 years old or 
older. 
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wisdom are found in you. Now °the wise 
men, the astrologers, have been brought 
in before me, that they should read this 
writing and make known to me its inter- 
pretation, but they could not give the inter- 
pretation of the thing. 16And I have heard 
of you, that you can give interpretations 
and explain enigmas. PNow if you can 
read the writing and make known to me 
its interpretation, you shall be clothed with 
purple and have a chain of gold around 
your neck, and shall be the third ruler in 
the kingdom.” 

17Then Daniel answered, and said be- 
fore the king, “Let your gifts be for your- 
self, and give your rewards to another; 
yet I will read the writing to the king, and 
make known to him the interpretation. 
180 king, athe Most High God gave Neb- 
uchadnezzar your father a kingdom and 
majesty, glory and honor. !8And because 
of the majesty that He gave him, "all peo- 
ples, nations, and languages trembled and 
feared before him. Whomever he wished, 
he sexecuted; whomever he wished, he 
kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up; 
and whomever he wished, he put down. 
20tBut when his heart was lifted up, and 
his spirit was hardened in pride, he was 
deposed from his kingly throne, and they 
took his glory from him. 2!Then he was 
udriven from the sons of men, his heart 
was made like the beasts, and his dwell- 
ing was with the wild donkeys. They fed 
him with grass like oxen, and his body 
was wet with the dew of heaven, “till he 
knew that the Most High God rules in 
the kingdom of men, and appoints over it 
whomever He chooses. 

22“But you his son, Belshazzar, “have 
not humbled your heart, although you 
knew all this. 28xAnd you have lifted your- 
self up against the Lord of heaven. They 
have brought the yvessels of His house 
before you, and you and your lords, your 
wives and your concubines, have drunk 
wine from them. And you have praised 
the gods of silver and gold, bronze and 
iron, wood and stone, 2which do not see 
or hear or know; and the God who holds 
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your breath in His hand “and owns all your 
ways, you have not glorified. 24Then the 
fingers* of the hand were sent from Him, 
and this writing was written. 

25“And this is the inscription that was 
written: 


MENE,* MENE, TEKEL,* 
UPHARSIN.* 


26This is the interpretation of each word. 
MENE: God has numbered your king- 
dom, and finished it; 27 TEKEL: > You have 
been weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting; 283PERES: Your kingdom has 
been divided, and given to the “Medes and 
dPersians.”* 29Then Belshazzar gave the 
command, and they clothed Daniel with 
purple and put a chain of gold around his 
neck, and made a proclamation concerning 
him ¢that he should be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 


Belshazzar’s Fall 

30fThat very night Belshazzar, king of 
the Chaldeans, was slain. 31sAnd Darius 
the Mede received the kingdom, being 
about sixty-two years old. 


The Plot Against Daniel 

It pleased Darius to set over the king- 

dom one hundred and twenty satraps, 
to be over the whole kingdom; 2and over 
these, three governors, of whom Daniel 
was one, that the satraps might give ac- 
count to them, so that the king would suf- 
fer no loss. Then this Daniel distinguished 
himself above the governors and satraps, 
abecause an excellent spirit was in him; and 
the king gave thought to setting him over 
the whole realm. 4So the governors and 
satraps sought to find some charge against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they 
could find no charge or fault, because he 
was faithful; nor was there any error or 


*5:24 Literally palm *5:25 Literally a mina (50 
shekels) from the verb “to number” e Literally a 
shekel from the verb “to weigh” ¢ Literally and 
half-shekels from the verb “to divide” *5:28 Ara- 
maic Paras, consonant with Peres 


5:25-28 MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. MENE means 
“numbered.” The repetition is for emphasis. God 
had numbered the days of Belshazzar’s kingdom, 
and the time was up. TEKEL means “weighed.” God 
had weighed Belshazzar’s character, and he did not 
measure up. UPHARSIN (the plural of PERES) means 
“divided.” That very night Babylon would be divided 
and defeated by the Medes and the Persians. 

5:30 That very night. That very evening (October 
12, 539 B.c.), Babylon fell to the Persian army com- 
manded by Gubaru. 

5:31 Darius the Mede. Darius the Mede is mentioned 
by name only in the Book of Daniel. He cannot be the 
famous Darius | Hystaspes because Darius | was not 
a Mede, and he lived too late (522-486 B.c.) to be a 
contemporary of Daniel. It is believed that “Darius the 
Mede” was Gubaru, a governor appointed by Cyrus. 


Ancient literary sources indicate that this official took 
over immediately in Babylon until Cyrus appointed 
his own son Cambyses as co-ruler around 538 B.C. 
Why Gubaru might have been called Darius is uncer- 
tain, though ancient rulers often took other names 
for themselves. 

6:3 an excellent spirit. This probably refers to Dan- 
iel’s surpassing ability to do his job well and perhaps 
also indicates a commendable attitude. 
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fault found in him. >Then these men said, 
“We shall not find any charge against this 
Daniel unless we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of his God.” 

6So these governors and satraps 
thronged before the king, and said thus to 
him: ¢“King Darius, live forever! 7All the 
governors of the kingdom, the administra- 
tors and satraps, the counselors and advi- 
sors, have 4consulted together to establish 
a royal statute and to make a firm decree, 
that whoever petitions any god or man for 
thirty days, except you, O king, shall be 
cast into the den of lions. 8Now, O king, es- 
tablish the decree and sign the writing, so 
that it cannot be changed, according to the 
elaw of the Medes and Persians, which does 
not alter.” 9Therefore King Darius signed 
the written decree. 


Daniel in the Lions’ Den 

10Now when Daniel knew that the writ- 
ing was signed, he went home. And in 
his upper room, with his windows open 
ftoward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his 
knees “three times that day, and prayed 
and gave thanks before his God, as was 
his custom since early days. 

UThen these men assembled and found 
Daniel praying and making supplication 
before his God. !2hAnd they went before 
the king, and spoke concerning the king’s 
decree: “Have you not signed a decree that 
every man who petitions any god or man 
within thirty days, except you, O king, 
shall be cast into the den of lions?” 

The king answered and said, “The thing 
is true, ‘according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which does not alter.” 

13So they answered and said before the 
king, “That Daniel, ‘who is one of the cap- 
tives* from Judah, kdoes not show due re- 
gard for you, O king, or for the decree that 
you have signed, but makes his petition 
three times a day.” 

14And the king, when he heard these 
words, 'was greatly displeased with him- 
self, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver 
him; and he labored till the going down of 
the sun to deliver him. Then these men 
approached the king, and said to the king, 


“Know, O king, that it is "the law of the 
Medes and Persians that no decree or 
statute which the king establishes may be 
changed.” 

16So the king gave the command, and 
they brought Daniel and cast him into the 
den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to 
Daniel, “Your God, whom you serve con- 
tinually, He will deliver you.” !7"Then a 
stone was brought and laid on the mouth 
of the den, °and the king sealed it with his 
own signet ring and with the signets of his 
lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel 
might not be changed. 


Daniel Saved from the Lions 

18Now the king went to his palace and 
spent the night fasting; and no musicians* 
were brought before him. PAlso his sleep 
went from him. !8Then the ¢king arose very 
early in the morning and went in haste to 
the den of lions. 28And when he came to 
the den, he cried out with a lamenting voice 
to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Dan- 
iel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, "has 
your God, whom you serve continually, 
been able to deliver you from the lions?” 

21Then Daniel said to the king, s“O king, 
live forever! 22‘My God sent His angel and 
ushut the lions’ mouths, so that they have 
not hurt me, because I was found innocent 
before Him; and also, O king, I have done 
no wrong before you.” 

23Now the king was exceedingly glad 
for him, and commanded that they should 
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel 
was taken up out of the den, and no injury 
whatever was found on him, “because he 
believed in his God. 


Darius Honors God 

24And the king gave the command, wand 
they brought those men who had accused 
Daniel, and they cast them into the den 
of lions—them, «their children, and their 
wives; and the lions overpowered them, 
and broke all their bones in pieces before 
they ever came to the bottom of the den. 


*6:13 Literally of the sons of the captivity 
*6:18 Exact meaning unknown 


6:5 the law of his God. Daniel had such integrity that, 
even after a life spent in government circles, his ene- 
mies could find nothing against him. His devotion to 
God was so well known that these men were confi- 
dent that Daniel would obey His law even if it would 
cost him his life. 

6:13 who is one of the captives from Judah. Daniel's 
accusers did not describe him as governor (v. 2), but 
as a captive from another land, in order to implicate 
him as a treasonous and dangerous person. 

6:14 was greatly displeased. \t is clear that Dar- 
ius had not factored Daniel into the situation in the 
beginning. He never had the intention of harming 
him. 

6:23 he believed in his God. Daniel's faithfulness got 
him into trouble; faith got him out of it (Heb. 11:33). 


6:24 their children, and their wives. The entire 
families of the wicked conspirators were destroyed 
because the Persians, like the Hebrews and other peo- 
ples, considered guilt a collective responsibility (Num. 
16:1-35; Josh. 7). 
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25yThen King Darius wrote: 


To all peoples, nations, and languages 
that dwell in all the earth: 


Peace be multiplied to you. 


26z] make a decree that in every dominion 
of my kingdom men must tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel. 


>For He is the living God, 
And steadfast forever; 
His kingdom is the one which shall 
not be cdestroyed, 
And His dominion shall endure to the 
end. 
27 He delivers and rescues, 
dAnd He works signs and wonders 
In heaven and on earth, 
Who has delivered Daniel from the 
power of the lions. 


28So this Daniel prospered in the reign 
of Darius eand in the reign of ‘Cyrus the 
Persian. 


Vision of the Four Beasts 

In the first year of Belshazzar king of 

Babylon, «Daniel had a dream and >vi- 
sions of his head while on his bed. Then 
he wrote down the dream, telling the main 
facts.* 

2Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vi- 
sion by night, and behold, the four winds 
of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 
3And four great beasts ‘came up from the 
sea, each different from the other. 4The first 
was 4like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. I 
watched till its wings were plucked off; and 
it was lifted up from the earth and made to 
stand on two feet like a man, and a eman’s 
heart was given to it. 

5f“And suddenly another beast, a second, 
like a bear. It was raised up on one side, 
and had three ribs in its mouth between 
its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, 
devour much flesh!’ 

6“After this I looked, and there was 
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another, like a leopard, which had on its 
back four wings of a bird. The beast also had 
#four heads, and dominion was given to it. 

7“A fter this I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, "a fourth beast, dreadful and terri- 
ble, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron 
teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, 
and trampling the residue with its feet. It 
was different from all the beasts that were 
before it, ‘and it had ten horns. 8I was con- 
sidering the horns, and ‘there was another 
horn, a little one, coming up among them, 
before whom three of the first horns were 
plucked out by the roots. And there, in this 
horn, were eyes like the eyes *of a man, ‘and 
a mouth speaking pompous words. 


Vision of the Ancient of Days 
9 “Im watched till thrones were put in 
place, 
And "the Ancient of Days was seated; 
oHis garment was white as snow, 
And the hair of His head was like pure 
wool. 
His throne was a fiery flame, 
PIts wheels a burning fire; 
10 aA fiery stream issued 
And came forth from before Him. 
‘A thousand thousands ministered to 
Him; 
Ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before Him. 
sThe court* was seated, 
And the books were opened. 


1“T watched then because of the sound 
of the pompous words which the horn was 
speaking; ‘I watched till the beast was 
slain, and its body destroyed and given 
to the burning flame. !2As for the rest of 
the beasts, they had their dominion taken 
away, yet their lives were prolonged for a 
season and a time. 


* 7:1 Literally the head (or chief) of the words 
*7:10 Or judgment 


6:28 and in the reign of Cyrus. Gubaru, or Darius, 
served Cyrus for about one year, after which Cyrus 
appointed his son Cambyses as regent over Babylon. 
7:1 the first year of Belshazzar. Chapter 5 records 
Belshazzar’s death, indicating that the Book of Daniel 
is not arranged chronologically. 

7:3 four great beasts. These four beasts represent 
kings or kingdoms, like the four metals of the statue 
in chapter 2. 

7:4 like a lion, and had eagle’s wings. There has 
been almost universal agreement from the early cen- 
turies until today that this beast represents Babylon. 
It is also agreed that the visions of chapters 2 and 7 
speak of the same four kingdoms. 

7:5 like a bear. The bear seems to represent Baby- 
lon’s successor, the Medo-Persian Empire (2:38-39). 
The three ribs may represent the three kingdoms that 
Medo-Persia devoured—Babylon, Libya, and Egypt. 

7:6 like a leopard. The leopard is believed to repre- 
sent Greece. The Greeks, under the leadership of Alex- 
ander the Great, rapidly conquered the known world. 


four heads. After Alexander's death, his empire was 
divided into four different parts (8:8-22)—Macedo- 
nia, Egypt, Syria, and Thracia. 

7:7 fourth beast. The last of the beasts may repre- 
sent Rome (2:40). 

7:9 Ancient of Days. “Ancient of Days” is a reference 
to God the Father as certified by the submission of the 
“One like the Son of Man” (vv. 13-14) and His role in 
judgment (v. 22). 

7:10 And the books were opened. The books record 
the names and deeds of those who will be judged 
Rev. 20:12). 
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13 “T was watching in the night visions, 
And behold, “One like the Son of Man, 
Coming with the clouds of heaven! 
He came to the Ancient of Days, 
And they brought Him near before Him. 
14 vThen to Him was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, 
That all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve Him. 
His dominion is xan everlasting 
dominion, 
Which shall not pass away, 
And His kingdom the one 
Which shall not be destroyed. 


Daniel's Visions Interpreted 

15“T, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit 
within my body, and the visions of my head 
troubled me. 16] came near to one of those 
who stood by, and asked him the truth of 
all this. So he told me and made known 
to me the interpretation of these things: 
17‘Those great beasts, which are four, are 
four kings* which arise out of the earth. 
18But Ythe saints of the Most High shall re- 
ceive the kingdom, and possess the king- 
dom forever, even forever and ever.’ 

19“Then I wished to know the truth about 
the fourth beast, which was different from 
all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with 
its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, 
which devoured, broke in pieces, and tram- 
pled the residue with its feet; 2%_nd the ten 
horns that were on its head, and the other 
horn which came up, before which three 
fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and 
a mouth which spoke pompous words, 
whose appearance was greater than his 
fellows. 

21“T was watching; zand the same horn 
was making war against the saints, and 
prevailing against them, 22until the An- 
cient of Days came, ¢and a judgment was 
made in favor of the saints of the Most 
High, and the time came for the saints to 
possess the kingdom. 


23“Thus he said: 


‘The fourth beast shall be 
bA fourth kingdom on earth, 
Which shall be different from all other 
kingdoms, 
And shall devour the whole earth, 
Trample it and break it in pieces. 
24 cThe ten horns are ten kings 
Who shall arise from this 
kingdom. 
And another shall rise after them; 
He shall be different from the first 
ones, 
And shall subdue three kings. 
25 dHe shall speak pompous words 
against the Most High, 
Shall epersecute* the saints of the 
Most High, 
And shall fintend to change times and 
law. 
Then 2the saints shall be given into 
his hand 
hFor a time and times and half a 
time. 


26 ‘Buti the court shall be seated, 
And they shall itake away his 
dominion, 
To consume and destroy it forever. 
27 Then the kkingdom and dominion, 
And the greatness of the kingdoms 
under the whole heaven, 
Shall be given to the people, the saints 
of the Most High. 
'His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, 
mAnd all dominions shall serve and 
obey Him.’ 


28“T his is the end of the account.* As for 
me, Daniel, "my thoughts greatly troubled 
me, and my countenance changed; but I 
okept the matter in my heart.” 


*7:17 Representing their kingdoms (compare 
verse 23) *7:25 Literally wear out *7:28 Liter- 
ally the word 


7:13 with the clouds of heaven. John uses the same 
expression to speak of Jesus coming in judgment 
(Rev. 1:7). One like the Son of Man. The term “son of 
man” is an expression meaning “human,” but clearly 
this “One like the Son of Man” was no ordinary human. 
Jewish and Christian expositors have both identified 
this individual as the Messiah. Jesus Himself used this 
name to emphasize His humanity (Matt. 9:6; 10:23). 
7:14 to Him was given dominion. Jesus will reign 
over all things (1 Cor. 15:27—28; Eph. 1:20-23; Phil. 
2:9-11; Rev. 17:14; 19:10). 

7:21 the same horn was making war. The little 
horn’s militaristic character is seen also in 11:38-39 
and particularly in Revelation 13:1-10. There, in 
the guise of a beast, this blasphemous enemy of 
the saints prevails for 42 months. The connection 
between Daniel’s little horn and John’s beast from 
the sea is unmistakable. 

7:24 The ten horns. Some perceive the fourth beast 
as representing Rome, and the ten horns as the frag- 
ments of the Roman Empire. Others see the fourth 


beast as a revived Roman Empire and the ten horns as 
kings of a future realm. 

7:25 atime and times and half atime. lf the expres- 
sion “time” is taken to mean a year, and “times” as 
two years, the three and a half years would exactly 
equal the 42 months mentioned in the Book of Reve- 
lation (Rev. 13:1-10), half of the 70th “week” of years 
of 9:27. Some also believe that the expression does 
not indicate a specific number of years but instead a 
period of time that God in His mercy would shorten. 


7:13 ¥ [Matt. 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; 14:62; Luke 
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3:35, 36; 1 Cor. 15:27; Eph. 1:22; Phil. 2:9-11; Rev. 1:6; 
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12:28 7:18¥Is.60:12-14 7:217Rev. 11:7; 13:7; 17:14 
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17:12 7:25 4Rev. 13:1-6 @Rev. 17:6 fDan. 2:21 9 Rev. 
13:7; 18:24 Rev. 12:14 7:26/[Dan. 2:35; 7:10, 22] /Rev. 
19:20 7:27‘ Dan. 7:14, 18, 22 ! [Luke 1:32, 33] Is. 60:12 
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Vision of a Ram and a Goat 

In the third year of the reign of King 

Belshazzar a vision appeared to me— 
to me, Daniel—after the one that appeared 
to me “the first time. 2I saw in the vision, 
and it so happened while I was looking, 
that I was in >Shushan, the citadel, which 
is in the province of Elam; and I saw in the 
vision that I was by the River Ulai. ?Then 
I lifted my eyes and saw, and there, stand- 
ing beside the river, was a ram which had 
two horns, and the two horns were high; 
but one was chigher than the other, and 
the higher one came up last. 41 saw the ram 
pushing westward, northward, and south- 
ward, so that no animal could withstand 
him; nor was there any that could deliver 
from his hand, “but he did according to his 
will and became great. 

5And as I was considering, suddenly a 
male goat came from the west, across the 
surface of the whole earth, without touch- 
ing the ground; and the goat had a notable 
ehorn between his eyes. ®Then he came to 
the ram that had two horns, which I had 
seen standing beside the river, and ran at 
him with furious power. 7And I saw him 
confronting the ram; he was moved with 
rage against him, attacked the ram, and 
broke his two horns. There was no power 
in the ram to withstand him, but he cast 
him down to the ground and trampled him; 
and there was no one that could deliver the 
ram from his hand. 

8Therefore the male goat grew very 
great; but when he became strong, the 
large horn was broken, and in place of it 
ffour notable ones came up toward the four 
winds of heaven. 9£And out of one of them 
came a little horn which grew exceedingly 
great toward the south, "toward the east, 
and toward the ‘Glorious Land. And 
it grew up to *the host of heaven; and Jit 
cast down some of the host and some of 
the stars to the ground, and trampled them. 
llmHe even exalted himself as high as "the 
Prince of the host; °and by him the daily 
sacrifices were taken away, and the place 
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of His sanctuary was cast down. !2Because 
of transgression, 4an army was given over 
to the horn to oppose the daily sacrifices; 
and he cast 'truth down to the ground. He 
sdid all this and prospered. 

13Then I heard ta holy one speaking; and 
another holy one said to that certain one 
who was speaking, “How long will the vi- 
sion be, concerning the daily sacrifices and 
the transgression of desolation, the giving 
of both the sanctuary and the host to be 
trampled underfoot?” 

M4And he said to me, “For two thousand 
three hundred days;* then the sanctuary 
shall be cleansed.” 


Gabriel Interprets the Vision 

Then it happened, when I, Daniel, 
had seen the vision and “was seeking the 
meaning, that suddenly there stood before 
me Vone having the appearance of a man. 
16And I heard a man’s voice “between the 
banks of the Ulai, who called, and said, 
x“Gabriel, make this man understand the 
vision.” 17So0 he came near where I stood, 
and when he came I was afraid and vfell 
on my face; but he said to me, “Understand, 
son of man, that the vision refers to the 
time of the end.” 

18zNow, as he was speaking with me, 
I was in a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground; “but he touched me, and stood me 
upright. 18And he said, “Look, I am mak- 
ing known to you what shall happen in the 
latter time of the indignation; >for at the 
appointed time the end shall be. 2°The ram 
which you saw, having the two horns— 
they are the kings of Media and Persia. 
21And the male goat is the kingdom* of 
Greece. The large horn that is between its 
eyes cis the first king. 22¢As for the broken 
horn and the four that stood up in its place, 
four kingdoms shall arise out of that na- 
tion, but not with its power. 


* 8:14 Literally evening-mornings * 8:21 Literally 
king, representing his kingdom (compare 7:17, 23) 


8:1 In the third year. After writing in Aramaic from 
2:4—7:28, Daniel returns to writing in Hebrew. 

8:3 aram which had two horns. The ram represents 
Medo-Persia (v. 20). The two horns symbolize the 
peoples of Media and Persia. 

8:5 a male goat. The goat represents Greece (v. 21). 
The notable horn symbolizes Alexander the Great (v. 
21) who launched his attack against Persia in 334 B.c. 
Within two years, he had essentially subdued the Per- 
sian Empire. His conquest was so rapid that it seemed 
as if he never touched the ground. 

8:8 the large horn was broken. Alexander the Great 
died at the height of his career, before he was 33 years 
old. After his death, his empire was divided among 
his four generals (11:4). 

8:9 a little horn. This horn is Antiochus Epiphanes, 
who ruled part of the Greek Empire from 175 to 164 
B.C. 

8:11 Prince of the host. This is clearly God Himself. 
The “host” refers to God's people (12:3; Gen. 15:5). 


Antiochus is remembered in infamy by the Jews 
because he desecrated the temple by setting up a 
statue of Zeus and sacrificing a pig on the holy altar. 
8:14 two thousand three hundred days. This was 
the amount of time between Antiochus’ pollution of 
the temple and the Maccabees’ cleansing of it. 

8:16 Gabriel. This is the first mention of the angel 
Gabriel. This angel is mentioned by name three other 
times (9:21; Luke 1:19,26). 
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970 # Daniel 8:23 
23 “And in the latter time of their kingdom, 
When the transgressors have reached 
their fullness, 
A king shall arise, 
eHaving fierce features, 
Who understands sinister schemes. 
24 His power shall be mighty, but not by 
his own power; 
He shall destroy fearfully, 
And shall prosper and thrive; 
hHe shall destroy the mighty, and also 
the holy people. 


25 “Throughi his cunning 
He shall cause deceit to prosper under 
his rule;* 
iAnd he shall exalt himself in his heart. 
He shall destroy many in their 
prosperity. 
kHe shall even rise against the Prince 
of princes; 
But he shall be ‘broken without human 
means.* 


26 “And the vision of the evenings and 
mornings 
Which was told is true; 
mTherefore seal up the vision, 
For it refers to many days in the future.” 


27And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick 
for days; afterward I arose and went about 
the king’s business. I was astonished by the 
vision, but no one understood it. 


Daniel's Prayer for the People 

In the first year ¢of Darius the son of 

Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, 
who was made king over the realm of the 
Chaldeans—2in the first year of his reign I, 
Daniel, understood by the books the num- 
ber of the years specified by the word of the 
LORD through ’Jeremiah the prophet, that 


He would accomplish seventy years in the 
desolations of Jerusalem. 

3cThen I set my face toward the Lord 
God to make request by prayer and suppli- 
cations, with fasting, sackcloth, and ash- 
es. 4And I prayed to the LORD my God, and 
made confession, and said, “O ¢Lord, great 
and awesome God, who keeps His covenant 
and mercy with those who love Him, and 
with those who keep His commandments, 
5ewe have sinned and committed iniquity, 
we have done wickedly and rebelled, even 
by departing from Your precepts and Your 
judgments. Neither have we heeded Your 
servants the prophets, who spoke in Your 
name to our kings and our princes, to our 
fathers and all the people of the land. 70 
Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to 
us shame of face, as it is this day—to the 
men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem and all Israel, those near and those far 
off in all the countries to which You have 
driven them, because of the unfaithfulness 
which they have committed against You. 

8“Q Lord, to us belongs shame of face, 
to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, 
because we have sinned against You. 9"To 
the Lord our God belong mercy and for- 
giveness, though we have rebelled against 
Him. 10We have not obeyed the voice of 
the LORD our God, to walk in His laws, 
which He set before us by His servants the 
prophets. !! Yes, iall Israel has transgressed 
Your law, and has departed so as not to 
obey Your voice; therefore the curse and 
the oath written in the ‘Law of Moses the 
servant of God have been poured out on 
us, because we have sinned against Him. 
122And He has &confirmed His words, which 
He spoke against us and against our judges 
who judged us, by bringing upon us a great 
disaster; ‘for under the whole heaven such 


* 8:25 Literally hand ¢ Literally hand 


8:24 not by his own power. Like the antichrist 
(2 Thess. 2:9), Antiochus would be energized by 
Satan. 
8:25 broken without human means. According to 
the book of 2 Maccabees, Antiochus died of a painful 
disease. 
9:2 by the books. The “books” were the Scriptures, 
specifically the Book of Jeremiah, which states that 
the captivity would last 70 years (Jer. 25:11-12; 
29:10-14). By this time, Daniel himself had been in 
captivity for about 67 years, and he knew that the 
punishment was nearly over. 
9:3-4 Prayer and Fasting—There are many exam- 
ples in Scripture of people who pray to learn the will 
of God. There are also some examples of people who 
do not pray and find themselves in trouble (VJosh. 9). 
Most Christians quickly learn that one of the most 
important ways we learn the will of God for our lives 
is through prayer. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). See 
also Psalm 143:8-10 and James 4:2. 

Other verses in the Bible link prayer with fasting. 
To fast is to abstain for a period of time from some 


important and necessary activity in our lives. The 
purpose of fasting is to be able to spend that time in 
prayer before God. Different kinds of fasting are pos- 
sible. One may for a time refrain from sleep (2 Cor. 6:5; 
11:27), marital sex (1 Cor. 7:1-5), or food (Matt. 4:1—2). 
There are also many examples of fasting in the Word: 
Moses in Deuteronomy 9:9, Elijah in 1 Kings 19:8, Dan- 
iel in Daniel 9:3, Ezra in Ezra 10:6, and Nehemiah in 
Nehemiah 1:4. 

9:11 the curse and the oath. Covenant documents 
typically contained statements concerning the pen- 
alties for covenant violation (Lev. 26:3-45; Deut. 
27-28). The most feared and devastating curse of all 
had come to pass when the people were deported 
from the land. 
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has never been done as what has been done 
to Jerusalem. 

1B3m“As it is written in the Law of Mo- 
ses, all this disaster has come upon us; 
nyet we have not made our prayer before 
the LORD our God, that we might turn 
from our iniquities and understand Your 
truth. 4Therefore the LORD has °kept the 
disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; 
for °the LORD our God is righteous in all 
the works which He does, though we have 
not obeyed His voice. /And now, O Lord 
our God, ¢who brought Your people out of 
the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and 
made Yourself "a name, as it is this day— 
we have sinned, we have done wickedly! 

16“Q Lord, ‘according to all Your righ- 
teousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your 
fury be turned away from Your city Je- 
rusalem, ‘Your holy mountain; because 
for our sins, “and for the iniquities of our 
fathers, vJerusalem and Your people ware 
a reproach to all those around us. 17Now 
therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your 
servant, and his supplications, and for 
the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine 
on Your sanctuary, 2which is desolate. 18¢O 
my God, incline Your ear and hear; open 
Your eyes band see our desolations, and 
the city ‘which is called by Your name; for 
we do not present our supplications before 
You because of our righteous deeds, but 
because of Your great mercies. 190 Lord, 
hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and 
act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my 
God, for Your city and Your people are 
called by Your name.” 


The Seventy-Weeks Prophecy 

20Now while I was speaking, praying, 
and confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my suppli- 
cation before the LORD my God for the 
holy mountain of my God, 2!yes, while I 
was speaking in prayer, the man 4Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the begin- 
ning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached 
me about the time of the evening offering. 
22And he informed me, and talked with me, 
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and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth 
to give you skill to understand. 25At the 
beginning of your supplications the com- 
mand went out, and I have come to tell you, 
for you are greatly ¢beloved; therefore /con- 
sider the matter, and understand the vision: 


24 “Seventy weeks* are determined 

For your people and for your holy city, 
To finish the transgression, 
To make an end of* sins, 

To make reconciliation for iniquity, 

hTo bring in everlasting righteousness, 
To seal up vision and prophecy, 

iAnd to anoint the Most Holy. 


25 “Know therefore and understand, 

That from the going forth of the 
command 

To restore and build Jerusalem 

Until Messiah #the Prince, 

There shall be seven weeks and sixty- 
two weeks; 

The street* shall be built again, and 
the wall,* 

Even in troublesome times. 


26 “And after the sixty-two weeks 
'Messiah shall be cut off, ™but not for 
Himself; 
And "the people of the prince who is 
to come 
oShall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
The end of it shall be with a flood, 
And till the end of the war desolations 
are determined. 
27 Then he shall confirm °a covenant 
with amany for one week; 
But in the middle of the week 
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering. 
And on the wing of abominations shall 
be one who makes desolate, 
‘Even until the consummation, which is 
determined, 
Is poured out on the desolate.” 


*9:24 Literally sevens, and so throughout the 
chapter * Following Qere, Septuagint, Syriac, and 
Vulgate; Kethib and Theodotion read To seal up. 
*9:25 Or open square * Or moat 


9:21 the time of the evening offering. The temple 
was in ruins, and regular daily sacrifices were impos- 
sible. Nevertheless, Daniel observed the ritual of wor- 
ship by praying at the hour of the evening sacrifice. 
Daniel’s prayer was his evening offering. 

9:24 Seventy weeks. The word “weeks” can also be 
translated “sevens.” Many scholars agree that the 
“sevens” are periods of seven years. 

9:25 the going forth of the command to restore 
and build Jerusalem. This may refer to the decree 
of Cyrus in Ezra 1, the decree of Darius in Ezra 6, the 
decree of Artaxerxes in Ezra 7, or the decree of Arta- 
xerxes in Nehemiah 2. 

9:26 sixty-two weeks. When the 7 weeks and 62 
weeks (v. 25) are added together, they equal 483 
years. If these years are added to the date of the 
decree of Artaxerxes in Nehemiah 2 (445 B.c.), with 
an adjustment to allow for a 360-day year, the end of 


the 69 weeks coincides with the date of the triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem just before the crucifixion. the 
prince who is to come. This seems to be a reference 
to the antichrist. 

9:27 in the middle of the week. That is, 3-1/2 years 
ater. These 3-1/2 years of the rule of the antichrist 
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972 @ Daniel 10:1 
Vision of the Glorious Man 
1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Per- 
sia a message was revealed to Daniel, 

whose “name was called Belteshazzar. The 
message was true, but the appointed time 
was long;* and he understood the message, 
and had understanding of the vision. 2In 
those days I, Daniel, was mourning three 
full weeks. 3I ate no pleasant food, no meat 
or wine came into my mouth, nor did I 
anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks 
were fulfilled. 

4Now on the twenty-fourth day of the 
first month, as I was by the side of the 
great river, that is, the Tigris,* 5I lifted my 
eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man 
clothed in linen, whose waist was cgird- 
ed with gold of Uphaz! 6His body was like 
beryl, his face like the appearance of light- 
ning, his eyes like torches of fire, his arms 
and feet like burnished bronze in color, 
dand the sound of his words like the voice 
of a multitude. 

7And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for 
the men who were with me did not see the 
vision; but a great terror fell upon them, so 
that they fled to hide themselves. ®There- 
fore I was left alone when I saw this great 
vision, and no strength remained in me; 
for my vigor was turned to frailty in me, 
and I retained no strength. 9 Yet I heard the 
sound of his words; and while I heard the 
sound of his words I was in a deep sleep on 
my face, with my face to the ground. 


Prophecies Concerning Persia and 
Greece 

l0eSuddenly, a hand touched me, which 
made me tremble on my knees and on the 
palms of my hands. "And he said to me, “O 
Daniel, fman greatly beloved, understand 
the words that I speak to you, and stand 
upright, for I have now been sent to you.” 


While he was speaking this word to me, I 
stood trembling. 

12Then he said to me, &“Do not fear, Dan- 
iel, for from the first day that you set your 
heart to understand, and to humble yourself 
before your God, "your words were heard; 
and I have come because of your words. 
1iBut the prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, 
iMichael, one of the chief princes, came to 
help me, for I had been left alone there with 
the kings of Persia. 4Now I have come to 
make you understand what will happen to 
your people ’in the latter days, 'for the vi- 
sion refers to many days yet to come.” 

15When he had spoken such words to 
me, "I turned my face toward the ground 
and became speechless. !6And suddenly, 
none having the likeness of the sons* of 
men touched my lips; then I opened my 
mouth and spoke, saying to him who stood 
before me, “My lord, because of the vision 
pmy sorrows have overwhelmed me, and I 
have retained no strength. !7For how can 
this servant of my lord talk with you, my 
lord? As for me, no strength remains in me 
now, nor is any breath left in me.” 

18Then again, the one having the like- 
ness of aman touched me and strengthened 
me. 19aAnd he said, “O man greatly be- 
loved, 'fear not! Peace be to you; be strong, 
yes, be strong!” 

So when he spoke to me I was strength- 
ened, and said, “Let my lord speak, for you 
have strengthened me.” 

20Then he said, “Do you know why I 
have come to you? And now I must return 
to fight swith the prince of Persia; and 
when I have gone forth, indeed the prince 
of Greece will come. 2!But I will tell you 


*10:1 Or and of great conflict *10:4 Hebrew 
Hiddekel *10:16 Theodotion and Vulgate read 
the son; Septuagint reads a hand. 


seem to correspond with the “time and times and 
half a time” when the fourth beast rules (7:25) and 
with the 42-month rule of the beast from the sea (Rev. 
13:1-10). one who makes desolate. Antiochus com- 
mitted an abomination by setting up an altar to the 
god Zeus in the holy place in the temple in Jerusalem 
(11:31). The antichrist will also commit an abomina- 
tion of desolation against the living God. Jesus’ refer- 
ence to “the abomination of desolation, spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet” (Matt. 24:15) occurred long after 
the desolation caused by Antiochus and indicates 
that this verse is describing the abomination of the 
antichrist and not that of Antiochus. 

10:2 three full weeks. This period of time refers to 
Daniel's observance of the Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, which took place during the first 
month of the year (Ex. 12:1-20). 

10:6 his face like the appearance of lightning. The 
description of this man is very much like Ezekiel’s 
description of the glory of God (Ezek. 1:4-28) and 
John’s description of the risen Christ (Rev. 1:9-20). 
10:13 the prince of the kingdom of Persia. This 
prince cannot be a human ruler because the conflict 


referred to here is in the spiritual, heavenly realm, as 
the allusion to the angel Michael (also referred to as 
a prince) makes clear. This prince, therefore, must be 
understood as a satanic figure who was to supervise 
the affairs of Persia, inspiring its religious, social, and 
political structures to evil. The apostle Paul refers to 
“spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” 
(Eph. 6:12). The prince of Persia apparently sought to 
detain the angel so that Daniel would be prevented 
from hearing more of God's revelation (vv. 12-14). 
Michael. Michael seems to be one of the most pow- 
erful angels. He is mentioned three times in the Old 
Testament, all in the Book of Daniel (v. 21; 12:1), and 
twice in the New Testament (Jude 9; Rev. 12:7). 

10:20 with the prince of Persia. Persia was under 
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what is noted in the Scripture of Truth. 
(No one upholds me against these, ‘except 
Michael your prince. 
11 “Also 4in the first year of "Darius 
the Mede, I, even I, stood up to con- 
firm and strengthen him.) 2And now I 
will tell you the truth: Behold, three more 
kings will arise in Persia, and the fourth 
shall be far richer than them all; by his 
strength, through his riches, he shall stir 
up all against the realm of Greece. Then ¢a 
mighty king shall arise, who shall rule with 
great dominion, and 4do according to his 
will. 4And when he has arisen, ¢his king- 
dom shall be broken up and divided toward 
the four winds of heaven, but not among his 
posterity ‘nor according to his dominion 
with which he ruled; for his kingdom shall 
be uprooted, even for others besides these. 


Warring Kings of North and South 

5“Also the king of the South shall be- 
come strong, as well as one of his princes; 
and he shall gain power over him and have 
dominion. His dominion shall be a great 
dominion. ®And at the end of some years 
they shall join forces, for the daughter of 
the king of the South shall go to the king 
of the North to make an agreement; but she 
shall not retain the power of her authori- 
ty,* and neither he nor his authority* shall 
stand; but she shall be given up, with those 
who brought her, and with him who begot 
her, and with him who strengthened her 
in those times. 7But from a branch of her 
roots one shall arise in his place, who shall 
come with an army, enter the fortress of 
the king of the North, and deal with them 
and prevail. 8And he shall also carry their 
gods captive to Egypt, with their princes* 
and their precious articles of silver and 
gold; and he shall continue more years 
than the king of the North. 


Daniel 11:17 @ 973 


9“Also the king of the North shall come 
to the kingdom of the king of the South, 
but shall return to his own land. !9However 
his sons shall stir up strife, and assemble 
a multitude of great forces; and one shall 
certainly come Zand overwhelm and pass 
through; then he shall return "to his for- 
tress and stir up strife. 

“And the king of the South shall be 
imoved with rage, and go out and fight with 
him, with the king of the North, who shall 
muster a great multitude; but the ‘multitude 
shall be given into the hand of his enemy. 
12When he has taken away the multitude, 
his heart will be lifted up; and he will cast 
down tens of thousands, but he will not 
prevail. 13For the king of the North will re- 
turn and muster a multitude greater than 
the former, and shall certainly come at the 
end of some years with a great army and 
much equipment. 

14“Now in those times many shall rise up 
against the king of the South. Also, violent 
men* of your people shall exalt themselves 
in fulfillment of the vision, but they shall 
kfall. 5So the king of the North shall come 
and ‘build a siege mound, and take a forti- 
fied city; and the forces* of the South shall 
not withstand him. Even his choice troops 
shall have no strength to resist. 16But he 
who comes against him ™shall do accord- 
ing to his own will, and "no one shall stand 
against him. He shall stand in the Glorious 
Land with destruction in his power.* 

17“He shall also °set his face to enter with 
the strength of his whole kingdom, and up- 
right ones* with him; thus shall he do. And 
he shall give him the daughter of women to 
destroy it; but she shall not stand with him, 


*11:6 Literally arm  Literallyarm *11:8 Or 
moldedimages_ * 11:14 Or robbers, literally sons 
of breakage *11:15 Literallyarms * 11:16 Lit- 
erally hand *11:17 Or bring equitable terms 


the ultimate dominion of an evil spirit from Satan 
(vv. 13-14), and so also was Greece. The succession of 
world powers follows the pattern of Daniel’s second 
vision (8:20-22). 

11:1 the first year of Darius. This is the same year as 
that of the revelation of the 70 weeks, 539 B.c. 

11:2 three more kings. Darius (under Cyrus) was fol- 
lowed by Cambyses (530-522 B.c.), Gaumata (522 
B.c.), Darius | (522-486 B.c.), and Xerxes (486-465 
B.c.—who was the richest king of all, due to the extent 
of the empire’s conquests and the severe taxation. 
11:4 but not among his posterity. The “mighty king” 
of verse 3 fits with Alexander the Great, the first ruler 
of the Greek Empire. When Alexander died, his four 
generals carved up the Macedonian Empire. Antigo- 
nus ruled from southern Syria to central Asia; Cas- 
sander ruled over Macedonia; Ptolemy ruled in Egypt 
and southern Syria, including Palestine; Lysimachus 
ruled over Thrace. 

11:5 the king of the South. Alexander's general Pto- 
lemy | Soter was the first king of the southern king- 
dom—that is, Egypt. 

11:6-15 at the end of some years. The events 
described in these verses fit with the actual history 


of the divided Greek Empire. the daughter of the 
king. This refers to Berenice, the daughter of Ptol- 
emy Philadelphus (285-246 8.c.) of Egypt. the king 
of the North. This is Antiochus Il Theos (261-246 
B.C.) of Syria. a branch of her roots. This is Bereni- 
ce’s brother, Ptolemy Ill Eurgetes (246-221 B.c.), 
who conquered Seleucus Callinicus (246-226 B.C.) of 
Syria (the king of the North). Seleucus did attempt a 
return attack on Egypt, but returned to Syria without 
accomplishing his goal. The kings of Egypt and Syria 
(the south and the north) continued to war against 
each other in the manner described in the prophecy. 
take a fortified city. Antiochus of Syria defeated the 
fortified city of Sidon in 198 B.c. 

11:17 the daughter of women. Antiochus Ill’s daugh- 
ter Cleopatra was given in marriage to Ptolemy V 
Epiphanes of Egypt in order to destroy or undermine 
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974 @ Daniel 11:18 
Por be for him. !8After this he shall turn his 
face to the coastlands, and shall take many. 
But aruler shall bring the reproach against 
them to an end; and with the reproach re- 
moved, he shall turn back on him. !8Then 
he shall turn his face toward the fortress 
of his own land; but he shall ¢stumble and 
fall, "and not be found. 

20“There shall arise in his place one 
who imposes taxes on the glorious king- 
dom; but within a few days he shall be de- 
stroyed, but not in anger or in battle. 24And 
in his place sshall arise a vile person, to 
whom they will not give the honor of roy- 
alty; but he shall come in peaceably, and 
seize the kingdom by intrigue. 22 With the 
force* of a ‘flood they shall be swept away 
from before him and be broken, “and also 
the prince of the covenant. 28And after the 
league is made with him vhe shall act de- 
ceitfully, for he shall come up and become 
strong with a small number of people. 
24He shall enter peaceably, even into the 
richest places of the province; and he shall 
do what his fathers have not done, nor his 
forefathers: he shall disperse among them 
the plunder, spoil, and riches; and he shall 
devise his plans against the strongholds, 
but only for a time. 

25“He shall stir up his power and his 
courage against the king of the South with 
a great army. And the king of the South 
shall be stirred up to battle with a very 
great and mighty army; but he shall not 
stand, for they shall devise plans against 
him. 26 Yes, those who eat of the portion of 
his delicacies shall destroy him; his army 
shall be swept away, and many shall fall 
down slain. 27Both these kings’ hearts shall 
be bent on evil, and they shall speak lies at 


the same table; but it shall not prosper, for 
the end will still be at the wappointed time. 
28While returning to his land with great 
riches, his heart shall be moved against 
the holy covenant; so he shall do damage 
and return to his own land. 


The Northern King’s Blasphemies 

29“At the appointed time he shall return 
and go toward the south; but it shall not be 
like the former or the latter. 39*For ships 
from Cyprus* shall come against him; 
therefore he shall be grieved, and return 
in rage against the holy covenant, and do 
damage. 

“So he shall return and show regard for 
those who forsake the holy covenant. 3!And 
forces* shall be mustered by him, yand they 
shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then 
they shall take away the daily sacrifices, 
and place there the abomination of desola- 
tion. 32Those who do wickedly against the 
covenant he shall corrupt with flattery; 
but the people who know their God shall 
be strong, and carry out great exploits. 
33A nd those of the people who understand 
shall instruct many; yet for many days they 
shall fall by sword and flame, by captivity 
and plundering. 34Now when they fall, they 
shall be aided with a little help; but many 
shall join with them by intrigue. 35And 
some of those of understanding shall fall, 
2to refine them, purify them, and make 
them white, until the time of the end; be- 
cause it is still for the appointed time. 


* 11:22 Literally arms 
western lands, especially Cyprus 
ally arms 


* 11:30 Hebrew Kittim, 
* 11:31 Liter- 


Egypt, but Cleopatra sided with her husband over her 
father. 

11:18-19 the coastlands ... his own land. Antio- 
chus Ill undertook a vigorous campaign into Asia 
Minor and the Aegean region. The Roman Lucius 
Cornelius Scipio defeated Antiochus. Having lost all 
that he had gained, Antiochus returned to his own 
land, where he was defeated and killed while trying 
to plunder a temple. 

11:21 a vile person. Antiochus IV Epiphanes seized 
the throne through treachery and later defiled the 
temple in Jerusalem (v. 31; 9:27). 

11:29 he shall return and go toward the south. After 
learning that Ptolemy VI and Ptolemy VII had formed 
a union against him, Antiochus returned to Egypt in 
168 B.c., but he was driven out by the Romans. 

11:31 abomination of desolation. Antiochus defiled 
the sanctuary by sacrificing a pig on the altar. He put 
astop to the daily sacrifices, and he set up an image of 
Zeus in the holy place. Jesus said that a similar thing 
would happen just prior to His return (Matt. 24:15). 
11:32 the people who know their God. The books of 
Maccabees record the story of Mattathias, the father 
of five sons, who refused to offer profane sacrifices 
and killed the king’s agents. He and his sons then fled 
to the mountains and began the famous Maccabean 
revolt. 

11:32 Know God Through His Word—The highest 


knowledge to which men and women can attain is 
personal knowledge of God (Jer. 9:24). One of the 
most valuable teachings of Scripture is that we can 
actually know God through His Word. To know God 
personally is to be saved and have eternal life (Job 
17:3). We gain this knowledge primarily through 
interaction with His Word in four ways: First, we listen 
to and receive God’s Word as the Holy Spirit inter- 
prets it and applies it to our hearts. Second, Scripture 
reveals God's nature and character. We know God 
through understanding of the works He has done, 
which are explained in Scripture. Third, our knowl- 
edge of God moves from intellectual to personal 
when we accept the invitation He has given us and do 
what He commands. Fourth, our personal knowledge 
of God grows as we rejoice in the love He shows us in 
Scripture and express joy in response to what He has 
done for us and given us. The Word leads to knowl- 
edge of all that is true about God. This knowledge of 
God then produces fellowship with Him. 

11:35 it is still for the appointed time. Clearly, the 
trouble and wickedness of Antiochus’ reign was not 
the end. That is yet to come. 
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36“Then the king shall do according to 
his own will: he shall ¢exalt and magni- 
fy himself above every god, shall speak 
blasphemies against the God of gods, and 
shall prosper till the wrath has been ac- 
complished; for what has been determined 
shall be done. 37He shall regard neither the 
God* of his fathers nor the desire of wom- 
en, nor regard any god; for he shall exalt 
himself above them all. 38But in their place 
he shall honor a god of fortresses; and a 
god which his fathers did not know he shall 
honor with gold and silver, with precious 
stones and pleasant things. 39Thus he shall 
act against the strongest fortresses with a 
foreign god, which he shall acknowledge, 
and advance its glory; and he shall cause 
them to rule over many, and divide the land 
for gain. 


The Northern King’s Conquests 

40“At the ctime of the end the king of 
the South shall attack him; and the king 
of the North shall come against him “like 
a whirlwind, with chariots, e-horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter 
the countries, overwhelm them, and pass 
through. 4!He shall also enter the Glorious 
Land, and many countries shall be over- 
thrown; but these shall escape from his 
hand: fEdom, Moab, and the prominent 
people of Ammon. 42He shall stretch out 
his hand against the countries, and the 
land of ¢Egypt shall not escape. 43He shall 
have power over the treasures of gold and 
silver, and over all the precious things of 
Egypt; also the Libyans and Ethiopians 
shall follow "at his heels. 44But news from 
the east and the north shall trouble him; 
therefore he shall go out with great fury 
to destroy and annihilate many. “And he 
shall plant the tents of his palace between 
the seas and ‘the glorious holy mountain; 
iyet he shall come to his end, and no one 
will help him. 
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Prophecy of the End Time 
1 2 “At that time Michael shall stand up, 
The great prince who stands watch 
over the sons of your people; 
aAnd there shall be a time of 
trouble, 
Such as never was since there was a 
nation, 
Even to that time. 
And at that time your people »shall be 
delivered, 
Every one who is found ¢written in the 
book. 
2 And many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, 
dSome to everlasting life, 
Some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. 
3 Those who are wise shall fshine 
Like the brightness of the 
firmament, 
And those who turn many to 
righteousness 
hLike the stars forever and ever. 


4“But you, Daniel, ishut up the words, 
and seal the book until the time of the end; 
many shall /run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall increase.” 

5Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood 
two others, one on this riverbank and the 
other on that *riverbank. And one said to 
the man clothed in Jinen, who was above 
the waters of the river, ™*How long shall 
the fulfillment of these wonders be?” 

7Then I heard the man clothed in lin- 
en, who was above the waters of the river, 
when he “held up his right hand and his left 
hand to heaven, and swore by Him °who 
lives forever, ?that it shall be for a time, 
times, and half a time; ¢and when the pow- 
er of 'the holy people has been completely 
shattered, all these things shall be finished. 


* 11:37 Or gods 


11:36 Then the king. Many ancient and modern 
interpreters have concluded that at this point a new 
person, the antichrist, is introduced. This king is dis- 
tinguished from the king of the North (v. 40); there- 
fore, he cannot be Antiochus Epiphanes. It appears 
that there is a gap of many years between verses 35 
and 36, and this refers back to “the time of the end” 
which will come at the “appointed time” (v. 35). 
11:38 a god which his fathers did not know. This is 
probably a reference to self-worship (v. 37; 2 Thess. 
2:4). 

11:40 time of the end. This is the period just before 
the return of Christ (Matt. 24:14). 

11:45 no one will help him. The end of the king is 
sealed at Christ’s second coming (Rev. 19:11-21). 

12:1 written in the book. The Book of Life is God's 
record of those who are justified by faith (Ex. 32:32; 
Ps. 69:28; Luke 10:20; Rev. 20:12). 

12:2 many... who sleep... shall awake. This pas- 
sage appears to refer to a general resurrection, while 
other passages suggest that there is more than one 
(John 5:25). It is not unusual for prophecy in the Old 


Testament to present events separated by a consid- 
erable span of time as if they occurred in immedi- 
ate relationship to each other (see, for example, Is. 
61:1-2). 

12:6 How long. This question refers to the duration 
of the trials, not the dates of the events. 

12:7 a time, times, and half a time. If a “time” is a 
year, this adds up to 3-1/2 years (7:25), which may 
refer to the period immediately preceding the sec- 
ond coming of Christ (7:27). Some believe that this 
expression is not meant to indicate anything more 
specific than a length of time. 
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976 @ Daniel 12:8 

8Although I heard, I did not understand. 
Then I said, “My lord, what shall be the end 
of these things?” 

9And he said, “Go your way, Daniel, for 
the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end. !9sMany shall be purified, 
made white, and refined, ‘but the wicked 
shall do wickedly; and none of the wick- 
ed shall understand, but “the wise shall 
understand. 


“And from the time that the daily sac- 
rifice is taken away, and the abomination 
of desolation is set up, there shall be one 
thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
12Blessed is he who waits, and comes to 
the one thousand three hundred and thirty- 
five days. 

13“But you, go your way till the end; vfor 
you shall rest, Wand will arise to your in- 
heritance at the end of the days.” 


12:11 one thousand two hundred and ninety days. 
Various interpretations have been suggested. One 
significant interpretation is that these days refer to 
the time following a point halfway through a seven- 
year period of tribulation prior to the coming of Christ 
(9:27). 

12:12 the one thousand three hundred and thirty- 
five days. The extra 45 days may be the amount of 


time that the last battles will take before the victory is 
completely established. 

12:13 you shall rest, and will arise to your inheri- 
tance. Daniel died before these things came to pass, 
but at the end he will be among those resurrected (v. 2). 
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THE BOOK OF 


HOSEA 


> AUTHOR: Few critics argue with the claim in 1:1 that Hosea is the author of this 
book. The author's place of birth is not given but his familiarity and obvious concern 
with the northern kingdom point to his living in Israel, rather than Judah. Hosea had 
a real compassion for his people. His personal suffering because of his wife, Gomer, 
gave him some understanding of God's grief over the people's sin, and this grief 
becomes the source of the unique tenderness and hope that characterizes Hosea’s 
book. 

> TIME: c. 755-710 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Hos. 4:1 

> THEME: Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah, prophesying near the end of Israel's 
existence. It is clear from reading the text that Assyria was about to take over. In 
the second verse of Hosea, God tells Hosea to marry a prostitute named Gomer to 
provide a living illustration of God’s faithfulness and Israel’s unfaithfulness. By this, 
Hosea demonstrates that God loves us, as He did Israel, knowingly and in spite of all 


our propensities to reject His love for us. 


The word of the LORD that came to Ho- 

sea the son of Beeri, in the days of *Uzzi- 
ah, >Jotham, ¢Ahaz, and ¢Hezekiah, kings 
of Judah, and in the days of ¢Jeroboam the 
son of Joash, king of Israel. 


The Family of Hosea 


2When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, 
the LORD said to Hosea: 


f“Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry 
And children of harlotry, 
For £the land has committed great 
harlotry 
By departing from the LORD.” 


3So he went and took Gomer the daughter 
of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore 
him a son. 4Then the LorD said to him: 


“Call his name Jezreel, 
For in a little while 
h] will avenge the bloodshed of Jezreel 
on the house of Jehu, 
‘And bring an end to the kingdom of 
the house of Israel. 


5 iJIt shall come to pass in that day 
That I will break the bow of Israel in 
the Valley of Jezreel.” 


6And she conceived again and bore a 
daughter. Then God said to him: 


“Call her name Lo-Ruhamah,* 
kFor I will no longer have mercy on the 
house of Israel, 
But I will utterly take them away.* 
7 1lYet I will have mercy on the house of 
Judah, 
Will save them by the LorD their 
God, 
And “will not save them by bow, 
Nor by sword or battle, 
By horses or horsemen.” 


8Now when she had weaned Lo- 
Ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. 
§8Then God said: 


* 1:6 Literally No-Mercy e Or That I may forgive 
them at all 


1:2-3 wife of harlotry. Gomer may have been a 
common prostitute at the time Hosea married her, 
or perhaps she had participated in a ritual sexual 
act as part of a Baal cult. However, it is more likely 
that the descriptive phrase anticipates what Gomer 
would become following her marriage to Hosea. 
children of harlotry. \f Gomer was a prostitute 
when she married Hosea, this could refer to children 
that Gomer already had and that Hosea adopted 
at the time of marriage. A more likely possibility is 
that the title anticipates children born to a mother 
whose reputation and escapades would make 
their lineage suspect. Gomer'’s marital infidelity is a 


picture of Israel’s idolatry and unfaithfulness to its 
covenant with God. 

1:5 break the bow. This phrase means to destroy an 
opponent's military strength (1 Sam. 2:4; Ps. 46:9; Jer. 
49:35). 

1:6 Lo-Ruhamah. This means “no mercy” or “not 
oved,” foreshadowing the Lord's rejection of Israel. 
1:9 Lo-Ammi. This means “not my _ people,” 
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978 @ Hosea 1:10 

“Call his name Lo-Ammi,* 
For you are not My people, 
And I will not be your God. 


The Restoration of Israel 
10 “Yet "the number of the children of Israel 
Shall be as the sand of the sea, 
Which cannot be measured or 
numbered. 
oAnd it shall come to pass 
In the place where it was said to them, 
“You are not My Ppeople,’* 
There it shall be said to them, 
‘You are 4sons of the living God,’ 
11 rThen the children of Judah and the 
children of Israel 
Shall be gathered together, 
And appoint for themselves one head; 
And they shall come up out of the 
land, 
For great will be the day of Jezreel! 
Say to your brethren, ‘My people,’* 
And to your sisters, ‘Mercy* is shown.’ 


God's Unfaithful People 
2 “Bring charges against your mother, 
bring charges; 
For 4she is not My wife, nor am I her 
Husband! 
Let her put away her Pharlotries from 
her sight, 
And her adulteries from between her 
breasts; 
3 Lest cI strip her naked 
And expose her, as in the day she was 
dborn, 
And make her like a wilderness, 
And set her like a dry land, 
And slay her with ¢thirst. 


4 “T will not have mercy on her children, 
For they are the ‘children of harlotry. 
5 For their mother has played the 
harlot; 
She who conceived them has behaved 
shamefully. 
For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, 
sWho give me my bread and my water, 
My wool and my linen, 
My oil and my drink.’ 


6 “Therefore, behold, 
h] will hedge up your way with thorns, 


And wall her in, 
So that she cannot find her paths. 
7 She will chase her lovers, 
But not overtake them; 
Yes, she will seek them, but not find 
them. 
Then she will say, 
iT will go and return to my ‘first 
husband, 
For then it was better for me than now.’ 
8 For she did not know 
That I gave her grain, new wine, and 
oil, 
And multiplied her silver and gold— 
Which they prepared for Baal. 


9 “Therefore I will return and take 
away 
My grain in its time 
And My new wine in its season, 
And will take back My wool and My 
linen, 
Given to cover her nakedness. 
10 Now !I will uncover her lewdness in 
the sight of her lovers, 
And no one shall deliver her from My 
hand. 
11 mJ will also cause all her mirth to 
cease, 
Her feast days, 
Her New Moons, 
Her Sabbaths— 
All her appointed feasts. 


12 “And I will destroy her vines and her 
fig trees, 
Of which she has said, 
‘These are my wages that my lovers 
have given me.’ 
So I will make them a forest, 
And the beasts of the field shall eat 
them. 
13° [ will punish her 
For the days of the Baals to which she 
burned incense. 
She decked herself with her earrings 
and jewelry, 
And went after her lovers; 
But Me she forgot,” says the LORD. 


*1:9 Literally Not-My-People *1:10 Hebrew 
lo-ammi (compare verse 9) *2:1 Hebrew Ammi 
(compare 1:9, 10) * Hebrew Ruhamah (compare 
1:6) 


threatening the termination of the Lord’s covenant 
relationship with His people (Lev. 26:12). 

1:10 Shall be as the sand of the sea. The Lord would 
not reject His people forever. God would fulfill His 
promise to Abraham (Gen. 22:17; 32:12). 

2:2 she is not My wife. This may be a formal 
announcement of divorce or a realistic confession 
that the relationship between God and Israel had lost 
its vitality. 

2:3 And make her like a wilderness. This simile pic- 
tures the loss of fertility, an appropriate punishment 
for a nation that had sought fertility by worshiping 
another god. 

2:6-7 She will chase her lovers. This word draws 


attention to the strong passion the people of Israel 
felt for Baal. These verses anticipate the exile, when 
Israel would be separated from the idols of Baal. 

2:12 beasts of the field. The Lord would break down 
the nation’s defenses and turn them into overgrown 
thickets inhabited by wild animals. 
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God's Mercy on His People 
14 “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 
Will bring her into the wilderness, 
And speak comfort to her. 
15 [ will give her her vineyards from 
there, 
And "the Valley of Achor as a door of 
hope; 
She shall sing there, 
As in othe days of her youth, 
PAs in the day when she came up from 
the land of Egypt. 


16 “And it shall be, in that day,” 
Says the LORD, 
“That you will call Me ‘My Husband,’* 
And no longer call Me ‘My Master,’* 
17 For 4] will take from her mouth the 
names of the Baals, 
And they shall be remembered by 
their name no more. 
18 In that day I will make a "covenant for 
them 
With the beasts of the field, 
With the birds of the air, 
And with the creeping things of the 
ground. 
Bow and sword of battle sI will shatter 
from the earth, 
To make them ‘lie down safely. 


19 “T will betroth you to Me forever; 
Yes, I will betroth you to Me 
In righteousness and justice, 
In lovingkindness and mercy; 
20 JT will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, 
And “you shall know the LORD. 


21 “Tt shall come to pass in that day 
That vI will answer,” says the LORD; 
“T will answer the heavens, 
And they shall answer the earth. 


Hosea3:5 @ 979 
22 The earth shall answer 
With grain, 
With new wine, 
And with oil; 
They shall answer Jezreel.* 
23° Then YI will sow her for Myself in the 
earth, 
xAnd I will have mercy on her who had 
not obtained mercy;* 
Then YI will say to those who were not 
My people,* 
“You are My people!’ 
And they shall say, ‘You are my 
God!’” 


Israel Will Return to God 

Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, 

love a woman who is loved by a “lover* 
and is committing adultery, just like the 
love of the LORD for the children of Israel, 
who look to other gods and love the raisin 
cakes of the pagans.” 

2So I bought her for myself for fifteen 
shekels of silver, and one and one-half 
homers of barley. ?And I said to her, “You 
shall stay with me many days; you shall 
not play the harlot, nor shall you have a 
man—so, too, will I be toward you.” 

4For the children of Israel shall abide 
many days without king or prince, without 
sacrifice or sacred pillar, without ¢ephod or 
eteraphim. 5Afterward the children of Is- 
rael shall return and fseek the LORD their 
God and David their king. They shall fear 
the LORD and His goodness in the "latter 
days. 


*2:16 Hebrew Ishi ¢ Hebrew Baali * 2:22 Lit- 
erally God WillSow *2:23 Hebrew lo- 
ruhamah ¢ Hebrew lo-ammi_ *3:1 Literally 
friend or husband 


2:14 | will allure her. Having separated Israel from 
her lovers, the Lord would seek to win her back by 
making romantic overtures and wooing her with ten- 
der words of love. 

2:15 Valley of Achor. This meant “valley of trouble.” 
It was a reminder of the sin of Achan and God's disci- 
pline of the nation of Israel for his sin (Josh. 7:24-26). 
2:19-20 betroth. Betrothal was a binding commit- 
ment, the last step before the wedding and consum- 
mation of the marriage. 

3:1-2 | bought her. Gomer had become the property 
of another man. Hosea’s purchase of Gomer symbol- 
ized God's great devotion, which moves Him to seek 
reconciliation even if it means subjecting Himself to 
humiliation (Phil. 2:8). One of the great truths pre- 
sented in the Old Testament is God’s undying love for 
Israel. From among all the ancient nations on earth, 
He had chosen Israel. 

3:1 The Extent of God’s Love—People who think 
of the God of the Old Testament as a God of judg- 
ment and the God of the New Testament as a God of 
love should spend some time studying Hosea. In the 
book God instructs Hosea to marry a woman named 
Gomer who is consistently unfaithful. The Book of 
Hosea is a living parable about how far God will go 
to love Israel. While there is definitely judgment in 


Hosea, the consistent ongoing message is God will go 
to any extreme to demonstrate His love. 

He is even willing to play the betrayed spouse in 
order to save us. He is willing to be an object of scorn 
and disrespect if that is what it takes to win us back to 
Him. God’s own given law allows for the execution of 
both parties in an adulterous affair (Lev. 20:10). God 
cares deeply about this sin. He cares more deeply 
about His people. 

It is important to understand how much He takes 
the initiative. He does not wait passively for us to 
come to Him. He is faithful about the task of going 
after us. Even though there is every reason to reject 
and ignore us, God is right there working to win us 
in spite of the fact that we reject Him at every turn. 
3:4 sacred pillar. These were stone pillars used by 
the Canaanites in their worship of Baal and other 
gods (2 Kin. 3:2; 10:26-27; 17:10). ephod. This was a 
priestly garment. 
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2:17 9 Ex. 


980 @ Hosea 4:1 
God's Charge Against Israel 
Hear the word of the LORD, 
You children of Israel, 
For the LORD brings a “charge against 
the inhabitants of the land: 


“There is no truth or mercy 
Or knowledge of God in the land. 
2 By swearing and lying, 
Killing and stealing and committing 
adultery, 
They break all restraint, 
With bloodshed upon bloodshed. 
3 Therefore ¢the land will mourn; 
And deveryone who dwells there will 
waste away 
With the beasts of the field 
And the birds of the air; 
Even the fish of the sea will be taken 
away. 


4 “Now let no man contend, or rebuke 
another; 
For your people are like those ¢who 
contend with the priest. 
5 Therefore you shall stumble fin the 
day; 
The prophet also shall stumble with 
you in the night; 
And I will destroy your mother. 
6 sMy people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge. 
Because you have rejected knowledge, 
I also will reject you from being priest 
for Me; 
hBecause you have forgotten the law of 
your God, 
I also will forget your children. 


7 “The more they increased, 
The more they sinned against Me; 
TT will change* their glory* into shame. 

8 They eat up the sin of My people; 
They set their heart on their iniquity. 

9 And it shall be: ‘like people, like priest. 
So I will punish them for their ways, 
And reward them for their deeds. 

10 For ’they shall eat, but not have enough; 
They shall commit harlotry, but not 

increase; 


Because they have ceased obeying the 
LORD. 


The Idolatry of Israel 
ll “Harlotry, wine, and new wine 'enslave 
the heart. 
12 My people ask counsel from their 
mwooden idols, 
And their staff informs them. 
For "the spirit of harlotry has caused 
them to stray, 
And they have played the harlot 
against their God. 
13 o[They offer sacrifices on the 
mountaintops, 
And burn incense on the hills, 
Under oaks, poplars, and terebinths, 
Because their shade is good. 
PTherefore your daughters commit 
harlotry, 
And your brides commit adultery. 


14 “J will not punish your daughters when 

they commit harlotry, 

Nor your brides when they commit 
adultery; 

For the men themselves go apart with 
harlots, 

And offer sacrifices with a 4ritual 
harlot.* 

Therefore people who do not 
understand will be trampled. 


15 “Though you, Israel, play the harlot, 
Let not Judah offend. 
‘Do not come up to Gilgal, 
Nor go up to sBeth Aven, 
tNor swear an oath, saying, ‘As the 
LORD lives’— 


16 “For Israel “is stubborn 
Like a stubborn calf; 
Now the LorD will let them forage 
Like a lamb in open country. 


* 4:7 Following Masoretic Text, Septuagint, and 
Vulgate; scribal tradition, Syriac, and Targum 
read They will change. ¢ Following Masoretic 
Text, Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate; 
scribal tradition reads My glory. *4:14 Compare 
Deuteronomy 23:18 


4:1 charge. The Hebrew word refers to a formal com- 
plaint charging Israel with breaking the covenant. 
mercy. This means loyalty or devotion. knowledge. 
This does not refer to intellectual awareness, but to 
recognition of God's authority as Israel’s covenant 
Lord. 

4:2 swearing and lying, killing and stealing and 
committing adultery. Five of the Ten Command- 
ments are mentioned here. 

4:5-6 lack of knowledge. The priests had failed to 
teach God's law to the people (Mal. 2:7). As a result, 
the priests would be the special object of God’s judg- 
ment. He would terminate the priestly line. 

4:7-8 They eat up the sin of My people. The priests 
greedily accepted the meat from the people's hypo- 
critical and empty sacrifices (6:6; 8:11-13). 

4:10 harlotry. This refers to religious prostitution 
associated with Baal worship, not to immorality in 
general. The Israelites worshiped Baal in order to 


have good crops and many children, but they still 
would not have enough to eat, nor would they mul- 
tiply in number. 

4:12 their staff. This refers to wooden idols that Baal 
worshipers consulted for guidance. 

4:15 Gilgal. This was an important religious center in 
the north, known in Hosea’s time for its hypocritical 
religious practices (9:15; 12:11; Amos 4:4). Beth Aven. 
This means “house of iniquity,” and is a sarcastic refer- 
ence to the important religious center Bethel, which 
means “house of God” (Amos 5:5). 
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17 “Ephraim is joined to idols, 
vLet him alone. 
18 Their drink is rebellion, 
They commit harlotry continually. 
wHer rulers dearly* love dishonor. 
19 xThe wind has wrapped her up in its 
wings, 
And Ythey shall be ashamed because 
of their sacrifices. 


Impending Judgment on Israel and 
Judah 
“Hear this, O priests! 
Take heed, O house of Israel! 
Give ear, O house of the king! 
For yours is the judgment, 
Because “you have been a snare to 
Mizpah 
And a net spread on Tabor. 
2 The revolters are deeply involved in 
slaughter, 
Though I rebuke them all. 
3 c] know Ephraim, 
And Israel is not hidden from Me; 
For now, O Ephraim, ¢you commit 
harlotry; 
Israel is defiled. 


4 “They do not direct their deeds 
Toward turning to their God, 
For ¢the spirit of harlotry is in their 
midst, 
And they do not know the LORD. 
5 The fpride of Israel testifies to his face; 
Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble 
in their iniquity; 
Judah also stumbles with them. 
6 “With their flocks and herds 
They shall go to seek the LORD, 
But they will not find Him; 
He has withdrawn Himself from them. 
7 They have "dealt treacherously with 
the LORD, 
For they have begotten pagan children. 
Now a New Moon shall devour them 
and their heritage. 


8 “Blowi the ram’s horn in Gibeah, 
The trumpet in Ramah! 


Hosea6:2 @ 981 
iCry aloud at kBeth Aven, 
‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’ 
9 Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of 
rebuke; 
Among the tribes of Israel I make 
known what is sure. 


10 “The princes of Judah are like those 
who !remove a landmark; 
I will pour out My wrath on them like 
water. 
ll Ephraim is “oppressed and broken in 
judgment, 
Because he willingly walked by 
nhuman precept. 
12 Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a 
moth, 
And to the house of Judah like 
rottenness. 


13 “When Ephraim saw his sickness, 
And Judah saw his »wound, 
Then Ephraim went ¢to Assyria 
And sent to King Jareb; 
Yet he cannot cure you, 
Nor heal you of your wound. 
4 For ‘I will be like a lion to Ephraim, 
And like a young lion to the house of 
Judah. 
s], even I, will tear them and go away; 
I will take them away, and no one 
shall rescue. 
15 | will return again to My place 
Till they acknowledge their offense. 
Then they will seek My face; 
In their affliction they will earnestly 
seek Me.” 


A Call to Repentance 
Come,¢ and let us return to the LORD; 
For >He has torn, but °He will heal us; 
He has stricken, but He will bind 

us up. 

2 dAfter two days He will revive us; 
On the third day He will raise us up, 
That we may live in His sight. 


* 4:18 Hebrew is difficult; a Jewish tradition reads 
Her rulers shamefully love, ‘Give!’ 


4:17-19 Ephraim. This tribe was one of the largest 
tribes of Israel. It is used here to represent the entire 
northern kingdom. 

5:4 spirit of harlotry. The people had an uncontrol- 
lable desire to worship other gods. 

5:8-9 Blow the ram’s horn. This act signaled an 
emergency and mustered the fighting men to defend 
the land. The towns mentioned were north of Jeru- 
salem, within or near the borders of Benjamin. The 
implication is that the enemy army had already swept 
through the north and was ready to invade Judah. 
5:10 remove a landmark. Stones were used to mark 
the boundaries of property. A thief could steal a part 
of someone's land by moving one. The law warned 
that altering a boundary in this way would bring a 
special judgment from God (Deut. 19:14; 27:17; Prov. 
22:28). 

5:12 | will be to Ephraim like a moth. As a moth 


slowly destroys clothing, so the Lord would destroy 
Israel Job 13:28; Is. 50:9; 51:8). rottenness. Elsewhere 
this word refers to bone or to decay (Prov. 12:4; 14:30; 
Hab. 3:16). 

5:14-15 like a young lion. God would scatter His 
people as judgment for their treachery. But the pur- 
pose of the Lord's discipline was to drive the people 
to earnestly seek Him. 
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982 @ Hosea 6:3 
3 eLet us know, 
Let us pursue the knowledge of the 
LORD. 
His going forth is established ‘as the 
morning; 
#He will come to us "like the rain, 
Like the latter and former rain to the 
earth. 


Impenitence of Israel and Judah 
4 “Q Ephraim, what shall I do to you? 
O Judah, what shall I do to you? 
For your faithfulness is like a morning 
cloud, 
And like the early dew it goes away. 
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the 
prophets, 
I have slain them by ‘the words of My 
mouth; 
And your judgments are like light that 
goes forth. 
6 For I desire ‘mercy and not sacrifice, 
And the ‘knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings. 


7 “But like men* they transgressed the 
covenant; 
There they dealt treacherously with Me. 
8 mGilead is a city of evildoers 
And defiled with blood. 
8 As bands of robbers lie in wait for a 
man, 
So the company of "priests °murder on 
the way to Shechem; 
Surely they commit Plewdness. 
10 J] have seen a horrible thing in the 
house of Israel: 
There is the harlotry of Ephraim; 
Israel is defiled. 
11 Also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed 
for you, 
When I return the captives of My 
people. 


“When I would have healed Israel, 
Then the iniquity of Ephraim was 
uncovered, 
And the wickedness of Samaria. 


For “they have committed fraud; 
A thief comes in; 
A band of robbers takes spoil outside. 
2 They do not consider in their hearts 
That »I remember all their wickedness; 
Now their own deeds have surrounded 
them; 
They are before My face. 
They make a ¢king glad with their 
wickedness, 
And princes ¢with their lies. 


wo 


4 “Theye are all adulterers. 
Like an oven heated by a baker— 
He ceases stirring the fire after 
kneading the dough, 
Until it is leavened. 
5 In the day of our king 
Princes have made him sick, inflamed 
with fwine; 
He stretched out his hand with 
scoffers. 
6 They prepare their heart like an oven, 
While they lie in wait; 
Their baker* sleeps all night; 
In the morning it burns like a flaming 
fire. 
7 They are all hot, like an oven, 
And have devoured their judges; 
All their kings have fallen. 
gNone among them calls upon Me. 


8 “Ephraim "has mixed himself among 
the peoples; 
Ephraim is a cake unturned. 
9 iAliens have devoured his strength, 
But he does not know it; 
Yes, gray hairs are here and there on 
him, 
Yet he does not know it. 
10 And the ipride of Israel testifies to his 
face, 
But kthey do not return to the LORD 
their God, 
Nor seek Him for all this. 


*6:7 Or like Adam_ *7:6 Following Masoretic 
Text and Vulgate; Syriac and Targum read Their 
anger; Septuagint reads Ephraim. 


6:3 like the latter and former rain. Two periods of 
rain are alluded to here. The former rains came in 
the autumn and softened the ground for plowing 
and sowing. The latter rains came in the spring and 
caused the plants to grow. 

6:5 judgments are like light that goes forth. This 
comparison suggests that God’s judgment, like 
bright sunlight, was obvious to all; or that, like a bolt 
of lightning or a blinding flash of light, it came swiftly. 
6:11 a harvest is appointed for you. The compari- 
son of God's judgment to a harvest indicates that the 
judgment was inevitable and implies that it would be 
thorough in its destruction. 

7:4-7 Like an oven. The background for these verses 
is the political turmoil of the northern kingdom. 
During a 20-year period (752-732 B.c.), four Israelite 
kings were assassinated (2 Kin. 15). The dangerous, 
uncontrollable perpetuators of these crimes are 
described here. These conspirators were like a large 


baker's oven that has been heating up for several 
hours while the bread dough rises. By morning the 
fire in the oven can be destructive. 

7:8 Ephraim has mixed himself among the peo- 
ples. Instead of depending on the Lord for political 
stability, Israel formed alliances with surrounding 
nations. The destructive outcome of this policy is 
compared to a cake that has been placed over a fire 
and left unturned. 

7:9-10 gray hairs. \srael did not recognize that its 
power was declining and its freedom was slipping 
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Futile Reliance on the Nations 
ll “Ephraim! also is like a silly dove, 
without sense— 
mThey call to Egypt, 
They go to "Assyria. 
12 Wherever they go, I will "spread My 
net on them; 
I will bring them down like birds of 
the air; 
I will chastise them 
pAccording to what their congregation 
has heard. 


13 “Woe to them, for they have fled from 
Me! 
Destruction to them, 
Because they have transgressed 
against Me! 
Though 4I redeemed them, 
Yet they have spoken lies against Me. 
14 rThey did not cry out to Me with their 
heart 
When they wailed upon their beds. 


“They assemble together for* grain and 
new swine, 
They rebel against Me;* 
15 Though I disciplined and strengthened 
their arms, 
Yet they devise evil against Me; 
16 They return, but not to the Most High;* 
'They are like a treacherous bow. 
Their princes shall fall by the sword 
For the “cursings of their tongue. 
This shall be their derision vin the land 
of Egypt. 


The Apostasy of Israel 
“Set the trumpet* to your mouth! 
He shall come “like an eagle against 
the house of the LORD, 
Because they have transgressed My 
covenant 
And rebelled against My law. 


Hosea 8:10 @ 983 
2 Israel will cry to Me, 

‘My God, ‘we know You!’ 
3 Israel has rejected the good; 

The enemy will pursue him. 


4 “They? set up kings, but not by Me; 
They made princes, but I did not 
acknowledge them. 
From their silver and gold 
They made idols for themselves— 
That they might be cut off. 
5 Your calf is rejected, O Samaria! 
My anger is aroused against them— 
eHow long until they attain to innocence? 
6 For from Israel is even this: 
A ‘fworkman made it, and it is not God; 
But the calf of Samaria shall be 
broken to pieces. 


7 “They sow the wind, 
And reap the whirlwind. 
The stalk has no bud; 
It shall never produce meal. 
If it should produce, 
hAliens would swallow it up. 
8 ilsrael is swallowed up; 
Now they are among the Gentiles 
iLike a vessel in which is no pleasure. 
9 For they have gone up to Assyria, 
Like ka wild donkey alone by itself; 
Ephraim ‘has hired lovers. 
Yes, though they have hired among 
the nations, 
Now ™] will gather them; 
And they shall sorrow a little,* 
Because of the burden* of "the king of 
princes. 


1 


So 


* 7:14 Following Masoretic Text and Targum; Vul- 
gate reads thought upon; Septuagint reads slashed 
themselves for (compare | Kings 18:28). © Fol- 
lowing Masoretic Text, Syriac, and Targum; 
Septuagint omits They rebel against Me; Vulgate 
reads They departed from Me. *7:16 Or upward 
*8:1 Hebrew shophar, ram’shorn *8:10 Or begin 
to diminish © Or oracle 


away, like an aging man who is gradually overtaken 
by the signs of old age. 

7:11-12 Egypt ... Assyria. |srael was caught be- 
tween these two superpowers. It tried to maintain 
its independence by playing one power against the 
other, but this vacillating policy didn’t work. Israel 
was likea silly dove, flitting about from place to place. 
7:13 Woe to them. When prophets spoke this way, 
they were saying a funeral dirge for those under the 
sentence of God's judgment. 

7:14 grain and new wine. God sent a drought on 
Israel, but instead of the people turning to Him in 
repentance, the idolatrous Israelites demonstrated 
their devotion to Baal. According to Canaanite reli- 
gious beliefs, prolonged drought was a signal that 
the storm god Baal had been temporarily defeated by 
the god of death and was imprisoned by the under- 
world. Baal’s worshipers would mourn his death in 
hopes that their tears might facilitate his resurrection 
and the restoration of crops. 

8:1-3 like an eagle. As a bird of prey would do, 
Assyria would invade Israel and take its people into 
captivity. we know You. Though Israel claimed to 


acknowledge the Lord’s authority, it had violated 
His covenant and rejected the qualities the Lord 
regarded as good, such as justice, loyalty, and humil- 
ity (Amos 5:14-15; Mic. 6:8). 

8:4 They set up kings. This phrase alludes to the 
political turmoil surrounding the throne of the north- 
ern kingdom during the eighth century B.c., when 
four kings were assassinated during a 20-year period 
(7:4-7). 

8:6 A workman made it. Hosea reasoned that any- 
thing that is made with human hands cannot possibly 
qualify as a god. 

8:9-10 a wild donkey. This comparison draws atten- 
tion to Israel’s free-spirited attitude and desire to live 
unrestrained by God's standards. 


7:11! Hos. 11:11 ™Is. 30:3 "Hos. 5:13;8:9 7:12°Ezek. 
12:13 PLev. 26:14 7:139Mic.6:4 7:14" Job 35:9, 

10 5Amos 2:8 7:16'Ps. 78:57 “Ps. 73:9 “Hos. 8:13; 
9:3 8:17Deut. 28:49 8:2 Ps. 78:34 Titus 1:16 
8:442 Kin. 15:23,25 8:5¢Jer. 13:27  8:6f ls. 40:19 
8:79 Prov. 22:8 "Hos. 7:9 8:8/2 Kin. 17:6 /Jer. 22:28; 
25:34 8:9* Jer. 2:24 /Ezek. 16:33,34 8:10 Ezek. 
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984 @ Hosea 8:11 
ll “Because Ephraim has made many 
altars for sin, 
They have become for him altars for 
sinning. 
12 | have written for him °the great 
things of My law, 
But they were considered a strange 
thing. 
13 For the sacrifices of My offerings 
Pthey sacrifice flesh and eat it, 
aBut the LORD does not accept them. 
Now He will remember their iniquity 
and punish their sins. 
They shall return to Egypt. 


14 “Fors Israel has forgotten this Maker, 
And has built temples;* 
Judah also has multiplied “fortified 
cities; 
But YI will send fire upon his cities, 
And it shall devour his palaces.” 


Judgment of Israel's Sin 
Do¢ not rejoice, O Israel, with joy like 
other peoples, 
For you have played the harlot against 
your God. 
You have made love for "hire on every 
threshing floor. 
2 The threshing floor and the winepress 
Shall not feed them, 
And the new wine shall fail in her. 


3 They shall not dwell in ¢the LORD’s 
land, 
dBut Ephraim shall return to Egypt, 
And ¢shall eat unclean things in 
Assyria. 
4 They shall not offer wine offerings to 
the LorD, 
Nor fshall their sacrifices be pleasing 
to Him. 
It shall be like bread of mourners to 
them; 
All who eat it shall be defiled. 
For their bread shall be for their own 
life; 
It shall not come into the house of the 
LORD. 


5 What will you do in the appointed day, 
And in the day of the feast of the 
LORD? 
6 For indeed they are gone because of 
destruction. 
Egypt shall gather them up; 
Memphis shall bury them. 
hNettles shall possess their valuables 
of silver; 
Thorns shall be in their tents. 


7 The idays of punishment have come; 
The days of recompense have come. 
Israel knows! 

The prophet is a ‘fool, 
kThe spiritual man is insane, 
Because of the greatness of your 
iniquity and great enmity. 

8 The !watchman of Ephraim is with my 

God; 

But the prophet is a fowler’s* snare in 
all his ways— 

Enmity in the house of his God. 

9 mThey are deeply corrupted, 

As in the days of "Gibeah. 

He will remember their iniquity; 

He will punish their sins. 


10 “T found Israel 

Like grapes in the °wilderness; 

Isaw your fathers 

As the Pfirstfruits on the fig tree in its 

first season. 

But they went to “Baal Peor, 

And separated themselves to that 

shame; 

'They became an abomination like the 

thing they loved. 

As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly 

away like a bird— 

No birth, no pregnancy, and no 

conception! 

12 Though they bring up their children, 
Yet I will bereave them to the last man. 
Yes, swoe to them when I depart from 

them! 


1 


= 


*8:14 Or palaces *9:8 That is, one who catches 
birds in a trap or snare 


8:14 temples .. . multiplied fortified cities. True 
security comes from the Creator, but God's people 
trusted instead in their own efforts, symbolized by 
their important buildings. 

9:1-2 threshing floor. Because of their association 
with the harvest, threshing floors were the site of 
agricultural festivals in which Israel offered up sac- 
rifices to Baal. The Lord would take away the joy of 
the harvest by destroying the crops and leaving the 
threshing floors and wine vats empty. 

9:3 the Lorp’s land. \srael had forgotten that their 
land belonged to the Lord. He alone decided who 
would or would not live in it (Lev. 25:23). 

9:7 the spiritual man is insane. The word translated 
“insane” is used in 1 Samuel 21:15 of David when he 
pretended to be insane before the Philistine king. 
9:8 watchman. He would look for approaching 
armies and then warn the people so that they could 
secure the city and prepare for battle (Ezek. 33:6). The 


prophets were like watchmen because they were 
sent by God to warn the people of judgment and urge 
them to repent (Ezek. 3:17). 

9:9 As in the days of Gibeah. The reference here is 
to the rape and murder of a young woman by men 
of Gibeah, an event that started a civil war (Judg. 19). 
Those who witnessed this violent deed remarked 
that it was the worst crime committed in Israel’s 
history until that time. However, the sins of Hosea’s 
generation rivaled the infamous Gibeah. 
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13° Just tas I saw Ephraim like Tyre, 
planted in a pleasant place, 
So Ephraim will bring out his children 
to the murderer.” 


4 Give them, O LORD— 
What will You give? 
Give them “a miscarrying womb 
And dry breasts! 


15 “All their wickedness is in vGilgal, 
For there I hated them. 
Because of the evil of their deeds 
I will drive them from My house; 
I will love them no more. 
wAll their princes are rebellious. 
16 Ephraim is xstricken, 
Their root is dried up; 
They shall bear no fruit. 
Yes, were they to bear children, 
I would kill the darlings of their womb.” 


17 My God will Ycast them away, 
Because they did not obey Him; 
And they shall be wanderers among 
the nations. 


Israel's Sin and Captivity 
1 0 Israel empties his vine; 
He brings forth fruit for himself. 
According to the multitude of his fruit 
»He has increased the altars; 
According to the bounty of his land 
They have embellished his sacred 
pillars. 

2 Their heart is cdivided; 
Now they are held guilty. 
He will break down their altars; 
He will ruin their sacred pillars. 


3 For now they say, 
“We have no king, 
Because we did not fear the LORD. 
And as for a king, what would he do 
for us?” 
4 They have spoken words, 
Swearing falsely in making a covenant. 
Thus judgment springs up 4like 
hemlock in the furrows of the 
field. 


5 The inhabitants of Samaria fear 
Because of the ¢calf* of Beth Aven. 


Hosea 10:12 @ 985 
For its people mourn for it, 
And its priests shriek for it— 
Because its fglory has departed 
from it. 
6 The idol also shall be carried to 
Assyria 
As a present for King ¢Jareb. 
Ephraim shall receive shame, 
And Israel shall be ashamed of his 
own counsel. 


7 As for Samaria, her king is cut off 
Like a twig on the water. 

8 Also the "high places of Aven, ‘the sin 

of Israel, 
Shall be destroyed. 
The thorn and thistle shall grow on 
their altars; 
iThey shall say to the mountains, 
“Cover us!” 
And to the hills, “Fall on us!” 


9 “QO Israel, you have sinned from the 
days of Gibeah; 
There they stood. 
The ‘battle in Gibeah against the 
children of iniquity* 
Did not overtake them. 
10 When it is My desire, I will chasten 
them. 
mPeoples shall be gathered against 
them 
When I bind them for their two 
transgressions.* 
ll Ephraim is "a trained heifer 
That loves to thresh grain; 
But I harnessed her fair neck, 
I will make Ephraim pull a plow. 
Judah shall plow; 
Jacob shall break his clods.” 


12 Sow for yourselves righteousness; 
Reap in mercy; 
oBreak up your fallow ground, 
For it is time to seek the LORD, 
Till He "comes and rains 
righteousness on you. 


*10:5 Literally calves *10:9 So read many 
Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and Vulgate; 
Masoretic Text reads unruliness. *10:10 Orin 
their two habitations 


9:14 miscarrying womb. Some women of Israel 
would be barren (v. 11); others would bear children, 
only to lose them to the invader’s sword (vv. 12-13). 
Still others would conceive but miscarry. 

10:1 Israel empties his vine. This refers to God's 
blessings upon the nation, which contrast with the 
nation’s ingratitude and idolatry. 

10:4 judgment springs up like hemlock in the fur- 
rows of the field. In much the same way judgment 
would replace God's blessings. 

10:11 loves to thresh grain. \srael preferred to be 
unrestrained, like an unmuzzled heifer at the thresh- 
ing floor that can simply lean down and eat grain. 
| will make Ephraim pull a plow. \srael’s rebellious 
spirit necessitated harsh treatment, compared here 
to a farmer binding his calf to the yoke and forcing 


it to do hard labor. Threshing in this context refers to 
Israel's service to the Lord; plowing refers to the dis- 
cipline that Israel had to acquire through judgment 
and exile. 

10:12 Break up your fallow ground. Plowing and 
planting are necessary preliminary steps for growing 
a crop, which eventually sprouts when the rain falls 


9:13 Ezek. 26-28 9:144Luke 23:29 9:15”Hos. 
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986 @ Hosea 10:13 
13 aYou have plowed wickedness; 
You have reaped iniquity. 
You have eaten the fruit of lies, 
Because you trusted in your own way, 
In the multitude of your mighty men. 
4 Therefore tumult shall arise among 
your people, 
And all your fortresses shall be 
plundered 
As Shalman plundered Beth Arbel in 
the day of battle— 
A mother dashed in pieces upon her 
children. 
15 Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, 
Because of your great wickedness. 
At dawn the king of Israel 
Shall be cut off utterly. 


God's Continuing Love for Israel 
1 1 “When Israel was a child, I loved 
him, 
And out of Egypt ¢I called My »son. 
2 As they called them,* 
So they ‘went from them;* 
They sacrificed to the Baals, 
And burned incense to carved images. 


3 “Id taught Ephraim to walk, 
Taking them by their arms;* 
But they did not know that ¢I healed 
them. 
4 Idrew them with gentle cords,* 
With bands of love, 
And ‘I was to them as those who take 
the yoke from their neck.* 
8] stooped and fed them. 


5 “He shall not return to the land of 
Egynt; 
But the Assyrian shall be his king, 
Because they refused to repent. 
6 And the sword shall slash in his cities, 
Devour his districts, 
And consume them, 
Because of their own counsels. 
7 My people are bent on "backsliding 
from Me. 
Though they call to the Most High,* 
None at all exalt Him. 


8 “Howican I give you up, Ephraim? 
How can I hand you over, Israel? 


How can I make you like /Admah? 
How can I set you like Zeboiim? 
My heart churns within Me; 
My sympathy is stirred. 
9 J will not execute the fierceness of My 
anger; 
I will not again destroy Ephraim. 
kFor Iam God, and not man, 
The Holy One in your midst; 
And IJ will not come with terror.* 


10 “They shall walk after the LORD. 
'He will roar like a lion. 
When He roars, 
Then His sons shall come trembling 
from the west; 
ll _ They shall come trembling like a bird 
from Egypt, 
mLike a dove from the land of Assyria. 
nAnd I will let them dwell in their houses,” 
Says the LORD. 


God's Charge Against Ephraim 
12 “Ephraim has encircled Me with lies, 
And the house of Israel with deceit; 
But Judah still walks with God, 
Even with the Holy One* who is 
faithful. 


1 2 “Ephraim ¢feeds on the wind, 
And pursues the east wind; 
He daily increases lies and desolation. 
bAlso they make a covenant with the 
Assyrians, 
And coil is carried to Egypt. 


2 “Thed LORD also brings a charge 
against Judah, 
And will punish Jacob according to 
his ways; 
According to his deeds He will 
recompense him. 


* 11:2 Following Masoretic Text and Vulgate; 
Septuagint reads Just as I called them; Targum 
interprets as I sent prophets to a thousand of 
them. ¢ Following Masoretic Text, Targum, 

and Vulgate; Septuagint reads from My face. 

* 11:3 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syr- 
iac, and Vulgate read My arms. * 11:4 Literally 
cords of aman ° Literally jaws *11:7 Or upward 
*11:9 OrI willnot enteracity * 11:12 Or holy 
ones 


in season. In the same way, repentance would set the 
stage for restored blessing, which God would eventu- 
ally rain down on His people. 

11:3 [taught Ephraim to walk. Like a father teaching 
his child to walk, the Lord patiently gave the people 
of Israel direction and cared for them tenderly when 
they experienced pain or injury. 

11:4 cords... bands. The Lord had placed restraints 
on Israel, but His regulations, rather than being overly 
strict or harsh, reflected His concern for the people's 
well-being. God did not drive them mercilessly but 
provided for their needs, like a farmer who periodi- 
cally removes the yoke from an animal's neck so that 
it can eat. 

11:6 consume. This is the same Hebrew word 
translated “fed” in verse 4. The people of Israel had 


rejected the gentle Master who fed them and pro- 
vided for their needs. As a result, they would be 
devoured by the swords of the invading Assyrians. 
11:9 For | am God, and not man. When human 
beings get angry, they are often incapable of temper- 
ing their anger with compassion, but God's emotions 
operate in perfect balance. 

12:1 oil is carried to Egypt. Oil may have been used 
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3 He took his brother ¢by the heel in the 
womb, 
And in his strength he fstruggled with 
God.* 
4 Yes, he struggled with the Angel and 
prevailed; 
He wept, and sought favor from Him. 
He found Him in £Bethel, 
And there He spoke to us— 
5 That is, the LORD God of hosts. 
The LorD is His "memorable 
name. 
6 iSo you, by the help of your God, 
return; 
Observe mercy and justice, 
And wait on your God continually. 


7 “A cunning Canaanite! 
iDeceitful scales are in his hand; 
He loves to oppress. 
And Ephraim said, 
k‘Surely I have become rich, 
I have found wealth for myself; 
In all my labors 
They shall find in me no iniquity that 
is sin.’ 
9 “But 1am the LORD your God, 
Ever since the land of Egypt; 
TT will again make you dwell in tents, 
As in the days of the appointed feast. 
10 mJ have also spoken by the prophets, 
And have multiplied visions; 
Ihave given symbols through the 
witness of the prophets.” 


ll Though "Gilead has idols— 
Surely they are vanity— 
Though they sacrifice bulls in 
oGilgal, 
Indeed their altars shall be heaps in 
the furrows of the field. 


oo 


12 Jacob Pfled to the country of Syria; 
aIsrael served for a spouse, 
And for a wife he tended sheep. 
13 rBy a prophet the LORD brought Israel 
out of Egypt, 
And by a prophet he was preserved. 
14 Ephraim sprovoked Him to anger most 
bitterly; 
Therefore his Lord will leave the guilt 
of his bloodshed upon him, 
tAnd return his reproach upon him. 


Hosea 13:10 & 987 


Relentless Judgment on Israel 
1 3 When Ephraim spoke, trembling, 
He exalted himself in Israel; 
But when he offended through Baal 
worship, he died. 
2 Now they sin more and more, 
And have made for themselves molded 
images, 
Idols of their silver, according to their 
skill; 
All of it is the work of craftsmen. 
They say of them, 
“Let the men who sacrifice* kiss the 
calves!” 
3 Therefore they shall be like the 
morning cloud 
And like the early dew that passes away, 
a_ike chaff blown off from a threshing 
floor 
And like smoke from a chimney. 


4 “Yet >I am the LORD your God 
Ever since the land of Egypt, 
And you shall know no God but Me; 
For cthere is no savior besides Me. 
5 4d] knew you in the wilderness, 
eIn the land of great drought. 
6 fWhen they had pasture, they were 
filled; 
They were filled and their heart was 
exalted; 
Therefore they forgot Me. 


7 “So £I will be to them like a lion; 
Like "a leopard by the road I will lurk; 
8 [will meet them ‘like a bear deprived 
of her cubs; 
I will tear open their rib cage, 
And there I will devour them like a lion. 
The wild beast shall tear them. 


9 “QO Israel, you are destroyed,* 
But your help* is from Me. 

10 J will be your King;* 
iWhere is any other, 
That he may save you in all your cities? 
And your judges to whom “you said, 
‘Give me a king and princes’? 


* 12:3 Compare Genesis 32:28 * 13:2 Or those 
who offer human sacrifice * 13:9 Literally it 
or he destroyed you ° Literally in your help 

* 13:10 Septuagint, Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate 
read Where is your king? 


in a ritual ratifying a treaty or given as a sign of loy- 
alty. 

12:7 Deceitful scales are in his hand. \n violation of 
the Old Testament law (Lev. 19:36), dishonest mer- 
chants sometimes rigged their scales so that they 
could give buyers less than what they thought they 
were purchasing (Prov. 11:1; 16:11). 

12:9 | willagain make you dwell intents. During the 
Feast of the Tabernacles people lived in tents to com- 
memorate the wilderness wandering (Lev. 23:33-43). 
13:2 kiss the calves. This is a reference to the idola- 
trous practice of kissing images as a sign of homage 
(1 Kin. 19:18). 

13:6-9 | will be to them like a lion. God provided 
for Israel’s needs and richly blessed the people, like 


a shepherd leading his flock to lush pasturelands. 
n return, Israel forgot the Lord. The Lord's relation- 
ship with Israel would change drastically from car- 
ing Shepherd to ravaging Predator. Ironically and 
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988 @ Hosea 13:11 
ll T| gave you a king in My anger, 
And took him away in My wrath. 


12 “The” iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; 
His sin is stored up. 
13 nThe sorrows of a woman in childbirth 
shall come upon him. 
He is an unwise son, 
For he should not stay long where 
children are born. 


14 “TJ will ransom them from the power of 
the grave;* 
I will redeem them from death. 
°O Death, I will be your plagues!* 
O Grave,* I will be your destruction!* 
pPity is hidden from My eyes.” 


15 Though he is fruitful among his 
brethren, 
aAn east wind shall come; 
The wind of the LORD shall come up 
from the wilderness. 
Then his spring shall become dry, 
And his fountain shall be dried up. 
He shall plunder the treasury of every 
desirable prize. 
16 Samaria is held guilty,* 
For she has ‘rebelled against her God. 
They shall fall by the sword, 
Their infants shall be dashed in pieces, 
And their women with child sripped 
open. 


Israel Restored at Last 
1 4 O oes 2return to the LORD your 
od, 
For you have stumbled because of your 
iniquity; 
2 Take words with you, 
And return to the LORD. 
Say to Him, 
“Take away all iniquity; 
Receive us graciously, 


For we will offer the ’sacrifices* of 
our lips. 
3 Assyria shall not save us, 
dWe will not ride on horses, 
Nor will we say anymore to the work 
of our hands, ‘You are our gods.’ 
eFor in You the fatherless finds mercy.” 


4 “T will heal their backsliding, 
I will Slove them freely, 
For My anger has turned away from 
him. 
5 J will be like the "dew to Israel; 
He shall grow like the lily, 
And lengthen his roots like Lebanon. 
6 His branches shall spread; 
‘His beauty shall be like an olive tree, 
And this fragrance like Lebanon. 
7 kThose who dwell under his shadow 
shall return; 
They shall be revived like grain, 
And grow like a vine. 
Their scent* shall be like the wine of 
Lebanon. 


8 “Ephraim shall say, ‘What have I to do 
anymore with idols?’ 
Ihave heard and observed him. 
I am like a green cypress tree; 
'Your fruit is found in Me.” 


9 Who is wise? 
Let him understand these things. 
Who is prudent? 
Let him know them. 
For ™the ways of the LORD are right; 
The righteous walk in them, 
But transgressors stumble in them. 


* 13:14 Or Sheol ¢ Septuagint reads where is 
your punishment? ¢ Or Sheol ¢ Septuagint 
reads where is your sting? * 13:16 Septuagint 
reads shall be disfigured * 14:2 Literally bull 
calves; Septuagint reads fruit. * 14:7 Literally 
remembrance 


tragically, Israel’s rebellion had turned its Helper into 
a Destroyer. 

13:12 bound up... stored up. God had kept a careful 
record of Israel's sins, to be revealed as evidence of 
guilt in the day of judgment. 

13:13 The sorrows of a woman in childbirth. This 
metaphor illustrates Israel's spiritual insensitivity. 
When the crucial time of judgment arrived, Israel 
would respond unwisely, resulting in death. The 
nation’s failure to repent is compared to a baby that is 
not positioned properly during labor and jeopardizes 
the life of both mother and child. 

14:1-3 Take away all iniquity. The final section of 
Hosea’s prophecy begins with a call to repentance 
that includes a model prayer. The people of Israel 
were to pray for God’s gracious forgiveness and 
renew their allegiance to Him by renouncing foreign 
alliances, their own military strength, and artificial 
gods. 

14:4 | will heal their backsliding. The grief-stricken 


Hosea does not tell us whether a reconciliation took 
place between him and his adulterous wife Gomer. 
But there is no question concerning the outcome 
between God and faithless Israel. Several beautiful 
figures of speech are employed by Hosea to describe 
the results and effects of God's love for Israel. 

14:9 For the ways of the Lorp are right. God's 
demands and principles are completely true. The 
wise person will choose to obey them, but the foolish 
person will ignore them and consequently stumble 
into judgment. 
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THE BOOK OF 


JOEL 


> AUTHOR: Although there are several other Joels in the Bible, the prophet Joel is 
known only from this book. It has been suggested that he lived not far from Jerusa- 
lem and some think that Joel was possibly a priest as well as a prophet on account 
of references to the priesthood throughout the book (1:13-14; 2:17). 


> TIME: c. 835 B.c. 


> KEY VERSE: Joel 2:11 


> THEME: For the true agrarian society, crops are life itself. It is hard to imagine how 
devastating the natural disasters described in Joel are, and he uses these painful 
events as a megaphone to get the attention of the people. There is urgency in this 
call, because the day of the Lord is coming. This day will be a day of judgment or a 
day of blessing depending on where one stands with God. 


The word of the LORD that came to “Joel 
the son of Pethuel. 


The Land Laid Waste 
2 Hear this, you elders, 
And give ear, all you inhabitants of 
the land! 
bHas anything like this happened in 
your days, 
Or even in the days of your fathers? 
3 cTell your children about it, 
Let your children tell their children, 
And their children another generation. 


4 dWhat the chewing locust* left, the 
eswarming locust has eaten; 
What the swarming locust left, the 
crawling locust has eaten; 
And what the crawling locust left, the 
consuming locust has eaten. 


5 Awake, you fdrunkards, and weep; 
And wail, all you drinkers of wine, 
Because of the new wine, 

£For it has been cut off from your mouth. 
6 For a nation has come up against My 
land, 
Strong, and without number; 
‘His teeth are the teeth of a lion, 


And he has the fangs of a fierce lion. 

He has ilaid waste My vine, 

And ruined My fig tree; 

He has stripped it bare and thrown it 
away; 

Its branches are made white. 


8 kLament like a virgin girded with 
sackcloth 
For ‘the husband of her youth. 
9 mThe grain offering and the drink 
offering 
Have been cut off from the house of 
the LORD; 
The priests "mourn, who minister to 
the LORD. 
10 The field is wasted, 
oThe land mourns; 
For the grain is ruined, 
pThe new wine is dried up, 
The oil fails. 


ll aBe ashamed, you farmers, 
Wail, you vinedressers, 
For the wheat and the barley; 
Because the harvest of the field has 
perished. 


* 1:4 Exact identity of these locusts is unknown. 


1:2 happened in your days. The calamity of recent 
days was unprecedented in the memory of the people. 
1:4 locust. Many interpreters have viewed these 
locusts as foreign armies that attacked Judah in suc- 
cessive waves—Assyria, Babylon, Greece, and Rome. 
Yet literal locust plagues were one of the judgments 
promised if the people disobeyed God and broke 
their covenant with Him (Deut. 28:38-42). Further, 
Joel's description of the damage done by the locusts 
compares with eyewitness reports. The impression 
given is one of overwhelming devastation. 

1:9 The grain offering and the drink offering. This 
phrase refers to the wine offerings that accompanied 


the priests’ morning and evening sacrifices (Ex. 
29:38-41). The devastation of the locust meant that 
no sacrifice could be offered. 

1:10 The land mourns. The land is personified 
as mourning because the three principal crops it 
produced—grain, grapes, and olives—had been 
destroyed (Deut. 7:13; Ps. 104:15). 
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990 @ Joel 1:12 
12 r[The vine has dried up, 
And the fig tree has withered; 
The pomegranate tree, 
The palm tree also, 
And the apple tree— 
All the trees of the field are withered; 
Surely sjoy has withered away from 
the sons of men. 


Mourning for the Land 
13 tGird yourselves and lament, you 
priests; 
Wail, you who minister before the altar; 
Come, lie all night in sackcloth, 
You who minister to my God; 
For the grain offering and the drink 
offering 
Are withheld from the house of your 
God. 
14 uConsecrate a fast, 
Call va sacred assembly; 
Gather the elders 
And Yall the inhabitants of the land 
Into the house of the LORD your God, 
And cry out to the LORD. 


15 xAlas for the day! 
For Ythe day of the LORD is at hand; 
It shall come as destruction from the 
Almighty. 
16 Is not the food 2cut off before our 
eyes, 
aJoy and gladness from the house of 
our God? 

17 The seed shrivels under the clods, 
Storehouses are in shambles; 
Barns are broken down, 

For the grain has withered. 

18 How “the animals groan! 

The herds of cattle are restless, 

Because they have no pasture; 

Even the flocks of sheep suffer 
punishment.* 


19 O LORD, cto You I cry out; 
For ¢fire has devoured the open 
pastures, 
And a flame has burned all the trees of 
the field. 
20 The beasts of the field also ¢cry out to 
You, 
For ‘the water brooks are dried up, 
And fire has devoured the open 
pastures. 


The Day of the Lorp 
Blow ¢the trumpet in Zion, 

And sound an alarm in My holy 
mountain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble; 

For ‘the day of the LORD is coming, 

For it is at hand: 

2 dA day of darkness and gloominess, 
A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
Like the morning clouds spread over 

the mountains. 
eA people come, great and strong, 
fThe like of whom has never been; 
Nor will there ever be any such after 
them, 
Even for many successive generations. 


3 A fire devours before them, 
And behind them a flame burns; 
The land is like the Garden of Eden 
before them, 
hAnd behind them a desolate wilderness; 
Surely nothing shall escape them. 
4 iTheir appearance is like the 
appearance of horses; 
And like swift steeds, so they run. 
5 iWith a noise like chariots 
Over mountaintops they leap, 
Like the noise of a flaming fire that 
devours the stubble, 
Like a strong people set in battle array. 


6 Before them the people writhe in pain; 
RAIl faces are drained of color.* 
7 They run like mighty men, 
They climb the wall like men of war; 
Every one marches in formation, 
And they do not break !ranks. 
8 They do not push one another; 
Every one marches in his own column.* 
Though they lunge between the 
weapons, 
They are not cut down.* 
9 They run to and fro in the city, 
They run on the wall; 
They climb into the houses, 
They “enter at the windows "like a 
thief. 


* 1:18 Septuagint and Vulgate read are made 
desolate. *2:6 Septuagint, Targum, and Vulgate 
read gather blackness. *2:8 Literally his own 
highway ¢ That is, they are not halted by losses 


1:15 the day of the Lorb. This phrase refers to a time 
of judgment and deliverance. Joel views the locust 
plague as a contemporary day of judgment that was 
serving as a token or forewarning of an even greater, 
future “day of the LorD.” 

1:17 The seed shrivels. This indicated further dev- 
astation in the land and an inability to replant the 
following year. 

2:1 at hand. The Bible presents the day of the Lord 
as an imminent reality. It is not something that we 
are gradually moving toward; rather, it is ever ready 
to burst in on us. At any moment, the day that is “at 
hand” may become present. 

2:2 darkness and of gloominess. This phrase is used 


as a figure for misery, distress, and judgment (Is. 8:22; 
60:2; Jer. 13:16). 

2:4 the appearance of horses. Joel compared the 
speed and strength of the invaders to galloping 
horses. 
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10 oThe earth quakes before them, 
The heavens tremble; 
pThe sun and moon grow dark, 
And the stars diminish their brightness. 
ll aThe LorD gives voice before His army, 
For His camp is very great; 
'For strong is the One who executes 
His word. 
For the sday of the LORD is great and 
very terrible; 
tWho can endure it? 


A Call to Repentance 
12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD, 
4u“Turn to Me with all your heart, 
With fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning.” 
13. So vrend your heart, and not wyour 
garments; 
Return to the LORD your God, 
For He is *gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and of great kindness; 
And He relents from doing harm. 
14 yWho knows if He will turn and relent, 
And leave Za blessing behind Him— 
4A grain offering and a drink offering 
For the LORD your God? 


15 bBlow the trumpet in Zion, 
cConsecrate a fast, 
Call a sacred assembly; 
16 Gather the people, 
dSanctify the congregation, 
Assemble the elders, 
Gather the children and nursing babes; 
eLet the bridegroom go out from his 
chamber, 
And the bride from her dressing room. 
17 Let the priests, who minister to the 
LORD, 
Weep ‘between the porch and the altar; 
Let them say, “Spare Your people, 
O LorD, 
And do not give Your heritage to 
reproach, 
That the nations should rule over them. 


Joel2:23 @ 991 


hWhy should they say among the 
peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’” 


The Land Refreshed 
18 Then the LORD will ‘be zealous for His 
land, 
And pity His people. 
19 The LORD will answer and say to His 
people, 
“Behold, I will send you jgrain and new 
wine and oil, 
And you will be satisfied by them; 
I will no longer make you a reproach 
among the nations. 


20 “But kI will remove far from you ‘the 

northern army, 

And will drive him away into a barren 
and desolate land, 

With his face toward the eastern sea 

And his back "toward the western sea; 

His stench will come up, 

And his foul odor will rise, 

Because he has done monstrous 
things.” 


21 Fear not, O land; 
Be glad and rejoice, 
For the LORD has done marvelous 
things! 

22, Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; 
For "the open pastures are springing up, 
And the tree bears its fruit; 

The fig tree and the vine yield their 
strength. 
23 Be glad then, you children of Zion, 
And °rejoice in the LORD your God; 
For He has given you the former rain 
faithfully,* 

And He Pwill cause the rain to come 
down for you— 

The former rain, 

And the latter rain in the first month. 


* 2:23 Or the teacher of righteousness 


2:11 Who can endure it. Nothing will be able to with- 
stand the wrath of God (Matt. 24:21—22). 

2:13 rend your heart. God is not satisfied with out- 
ward acts of repentance. Tearing one’s garments 
was a customary way of expressing grief or remorse 
(Josh. 7:6; 1 Sam. 4:12). However, like all outward acts, 
the tearing of a garment could be done without true 
sorrow or repentance. God required more than mere 
external words or actions; He wanted a change of 
heart and sorrow over sin. 

2:14 Who knows. These words suggest that even 
at the last moment, the Lord would withhold His 
wrath and display His grace if the people would truly 
repent. As a result, agriculture would be restored and 
productivity would return. There would be food and 
drink for the people and for offerings to the Lord. 
2:16 bridegroom . . . bride. According to Jewish 
tradition codified in the Mishnah, a couple could be 
excused from reciting daily prayers on their wedding 
day. But Joel excused no one from prayer at this time 
of spiritual emergency. 

2:17 Why should they say among the peoples. 


This rhetorical question was designed to move God 
to intervene. Failure to come to Judah's aid might 
encourage the nations to make a mockery of Judah's 
God. 

2:18-19 zealous for His land. The deep love of 
God for the land of Israel is coupled with His abid- 
ing love for the people. On every occasion in which 
God brought judgment on the land, there was the 
hope that one day His zeal for the land would lead 
to a renewal of blessing. Genuine repentance is the 
prerequisite for God’s blessing. In response to repen- 
tance, God would bring restoration and blessing. 
2:22 the open pastures are springing up...the tree 
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992 @ Joel 2:24 
24 The threshing floors shall be full of 
wheat, 
And the vats shall overflow with new 
wine and oil. 


25 “So I will restore to you the years ¢that 
the swarming locust has eaten, 
The crawling locust, 
The consuming locust, 
And the chewing locust,* 
My great army which I sent among you. 
26 You shall "eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
And praise the name of the LORD your 
God, 
Who has dealt wondrously with you; 
And My people shall never be put to 
sshame. 
27 Then you shall know that I am tin the 
midst of Israel: 
uJ am the LORD your God 
And there is no other. 
My people shall never be put to shame. 


God's Spirit Poured Out 
28 “Andv it shall come to pass afterward 
That wI will pour out My Spirit on all 
flesh; 
xYour sons and your Ydaughters shall 
prophesy, 
Your old men shall dream dreams, 
Your young men shall see visions. 
29 And also on My zmenservants and on 
My maidservants 
I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 


30 “And 4] will show wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth: 
Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 
31 bThe sun shall be turned into darkness, 
And the moon into blood, 
cBefore the coming of the great and 
awesome day of the LORD. 
32, And it shall come to pass 
That ¢whoever calls on the name of 
the LORD 
Shall be saved. 
For ein Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
there shall be deliverance, 
As the LorD has said, 
Among fthe remnant whom the LORD 
calls. 


God Judges the Nations 
3 “For behold, 4in those days and at that 
time, 
When I bring back the captives of 
Judah and Jerusalem, 
2 bJ will also gather all nations, 
And bring them down to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat; 
And I ¢will enter into judgment with 
them there 
On account of My people, My heritage 
Israel, 
Whom they have scattered among the 
nations; 
They have also divided up My land. 
3 They have 4cast lots for My people, 
Have given a boy as payment for a 
harlot, 
And sold a girl for wine, that they may 
drink. 


4 “Indeed, what have you to do with Me, 
eO Tyre and Sidon, and all the coasts of 
Philistia? 
Will you retaliate against Me? 
But if you retaliate against Me, 
Swiftly and speedily I will return your 
retaliation upon your own head; 
5 Because you have taken My silver and 
My gold, 
And have carried into your temples 
My prized possessions. 
6 Also the people of Judah and the 
people of Jerusalem 
You have sold to the Greeks, 
That you may remove them far from 
their borders. 


7 “Behold, ‘I will raise them 
Out of the place to which you have sold 
them, 
And will return your retaliation upon 
your own head. 
8 [will sell your sons and your 
daughters 
Into the hand of the people of Judah, 
And they will sell them to the ¢Sabeans,* 
To a people “far off; 
For the LORD has spoken.” 


*2:25 Compare 1:4 *3:8 Literally Shebaites 
(compare Isaiah 60:6 and Ezekiel 27:22) 


bears its fruit. The renewal of agriculture would be a 
sign that God had renewed prosperity and peace to 
His land. 

2:28-32 | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh. 
Peter quotes this passage on the Day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:17-21) to explain the miracle of speaking in 
tongues. There are three main viewpoints regarding 
how Peter uses Joel's prophecy: (1) Some interpreters 
see a complete fulfillment of Joel's prophecy in the 
experience of the first believers on the Day of Pente- 
cost. The outpouring of the Spirit ushered in the king- 
dom age; (2) some interpreters believe that Peter was 
simply using Joel’s prophecy as an illustration of what 
was happening. In effect, Peter was saying, “This is 
that same Holy Spirit which was spoken of by Joel”; 
(3) some others suggest that Joel’s prophecy was 
partially fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost. The gift of 


the Holy Spirit was given, but the signs mentioned in 
verses 30-32 will be fulfilled later in connection with 
the return of Christ in great glory. 

3:2 Valley of Jehoshaphat. The name Jehoshaphat 
means “the Lord judges.” The location of this valley 
is not known. Perhaps this was merely a symbolic 
name for the location of the great battle in the end 
times. 
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9 iProclaim this among the nations: 
“Prepare for war! 
Wake up the mighty men, 
Let all the men of war draw near, 
Let them come up. 

10 iBeat your plowshares into swords 
And your pruning hooks into spears; 

kLet the weak say, ‘I am strong.’” 

11 Assemble and come, all you nations, 
And gather together all around. 
Cause 'Your mighty ones to go down 

there, O LORD. 


12 “Let the nations be wakened, and come 
up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; 
For there I will sit to "judge all the 
surrounding nations. 
13 nPut in the sickle, for the harvest is 
ripe. 
Come, go down; 
For the Pwinepress is full, 
The vats overflow— 
For their wickedness is great.” 


4 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision! 
For ¢the day of the LORD is near in the 
valley of decision. 

15 The sun and moon will grow dark, 
And the stars will diminish their 

brightness. 

16 The LORD also will roar from Zion, 
And utter His voice from Jerusalem; 
The heavens and earth will shake; 
‘But the LORD will be a shelter for His 

people, 


Joel3:21 @ 993 
And the strength of the children of 
Israel. 


17 “So you shall know that I am the LORD 
your God, 
Dwelling in Zion My sholy 
mountain. 
Then Jerusalem shall be holy, 
And no aliens shall ever pass through 
her again.” 


God Blesses His People 
18 And it will come to pass in that 
day 
That the mountains shall drip with 
new wine, 
The hills shall flow with milk, 
And all the brooks of Judah shall be 
flooded with water; 
A ‘fountain shall flow from the house 
of the LORD 
And water the Valley of Acacias. 


19 “Egypt shall be a desolation, 
And Edom a desolate wilderness, 
Because of violence against the people 
of Judah, 
For they have shed innocent blood in 
their land. 
20 But Judah shall abide forever, 
And Jerusalem from generation to 
generation. 
21 For I will “acquit them of the guilt 
of bloodshed, whom I had not 
acquitted; 
For the LORD dwells in Zion.” 


3:11 nations... mighty ones. Joel saw two different 
armies assembling for battle (Mark 8:38; Rev. 19:14). 
3:14 the valley of decision. This may be a symbolic 
name for the Valley of Jehoshaphat (3:2), or it may 
refer to the option before the people to continue 
toward certain judgment or to turn to God in repen- 
tance (vv. 12-13). 

3:18 in that day. These words indicate the prophetic 
future. Joel uses poetic imagery to describe the 


productivity of the land in the messianic age. The 
Valley of Acacias was the location of the last encamp- 
ment before the Israelites entered Canaan (Num. 25:1; 
Josh. 3:1). 
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THE BOOK OF 


AMOS 


> AUTHOR: The only Old Testament appearance of the name Amos is in this book. 
Amos’s objective appraisal of Israel’s spiritual condition was not well received, not 
least because he was just a farmer from Judah. The author said of his background, “I 
was no prophet, nor was | a son of a prophet, but | was a sheepbreeder and a tender 
of sycamore fruit” (7:14). He delivered his message in Bethel because it was the resi- 
dence of the king of Israel and a center of idolatry. 

> TIME: c. 760-753 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Amos 3:1-2 

> THEME: Amos was a contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea. The unusual aspect of 
his ministry is that he was a farmer and herdsman from Judah prophesying to the 
northern kingdom of Israel. The issues he addresses are the usual prophetic con- 
cerns, but with a heavy emphasis on social justice. When injustice is rampant, ex- 
pect God's judgment. No one is immune. In fact, the more God has given, the more 


God expects in response. 


The words of Amos, who was among 

the “sheepbreeders* of >Tekoa, which 
he saw concerning Israel in the days of 
cUzziah king of Judah, and in the days of 
4Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, 
two years before the eearthquake. 

2And he said: 


“The LORD froars from Zion, 
And utters His voice from Jerusalem; 
The pastures of the shepherds mourn, 
And the top of Carmel withers.” 


Judgment on the Nations 
3Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of 
hDamascus, and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because they have ‘threshed Gilead 
with implements of iron. 


4 iBut I will send a fire into the house of 
Hazael, 
Which shall devour the palaces of 
kBen-Hadad. 
5 [will also break the gate 'bar of 
Damascus, 
And cut off the inhabitant from the 
Valley of Aven, 
And the one who holds the scepter 
from Beth Eden. 
The people of Syria shall go captive 
to Kir,” 
Says the LORD. 


6Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of "Gaza, 
and for four, 


* 1:1 Compare 2 Kings 3:4 


1:1—2:16 The words of Amos. The Lord sent Amos, 
a Judean, to Bethel to prophesy of coming judgment 
onlsrael. But in Bethel, Amos faced a hostile audience. 
Israel’s first king, Jeroboam |, had made the town a 
center of pagan worship. Because the temple in Jeru- 
salem was in Judah and not in the nation of Israel, Jer- 
oboam had encouraged the Israelites to worship at 
Bethel instead of Jerusalem. Thus the Israelites who 
gathered at Bethel would regard Amos, a Judean, 
with suspicion. Yet Amos bravely condemned there 
the sins of Israel's neighbors. He also points to the 
iniquity of Israel and Judah. They both had rejected 
the God who had covenanted with them. 

1:1 Tekoa. This town was about ten miles south of 
Jerusalem, in a region well suited for raising sheep 
and goats. 

1:3 For three... and for four. This stylistic device 
indicated the exhaustion of God’s patience—the 
Syrians had continued to sin, again and again. This 


device is repeated as Amos speaks God's words 
against nation after sinful nation. Gilead. This was 
the region on the east side of the Jordan from the 
Yarmuk River to the Dead Sea. 

1:4 | will send a fire... devour the palaces. Fire in 
an ancient city was a real threat. Cities were crowded 
with houses close together on very narrow streets; 
there was too little water to effectively fight them. 
1:5 the gate bar. This was a large timber that barred 
the city gate from the inside. If it was broken, the city 
would lose its security and could be captured easily. 
1:6 Gaza. This was one of the five principal cities of 
the Philistines. 
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I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because they took captive the whole 
captivity 
To deliver them up to Edom. 
7 nBut I will send a fire upon the wall of 
Gaza, 
Which shall devour its palaces. 
8 J will cut off the inhabitant °from 
Ashdod, 
And the one who holds the scepter 
from Ashkelon; 
I will Pturn My hand against 
Ekron, 
And ¢the remnant of the Philistines 
shall perish,” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


§9Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of "Tyre, and 
for four, 
I will not turn away its 
punishment, 
Because they delivered up the whole 
captivity to Edom, 
And did not remember the covenant of 
brotherhood. 
10 But I will send a fire upon the wall of 
Tyre, 
Which shall devour its palaces.” 


Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of SEdom, 
and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because he pursued his ‘brother with 
the sword, 
And cast off all pity; 
His anger tore perpetually, 
And he kept his wrath forever. 
12 But 4I will send a fire upon Teman, 
Which shall devour the palaces of 
Bozrah.” 


1Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of ’the people 
of Ammon, and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because they ripped open the women 
with child in Gilead, 
That they might enlarge their 
territory. 
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4 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of 
wRabbah, 
And it shall devour its palaces, 
xAmid shouting in the day of battle, 
And a tempest in the day of the 
whirlwind. 
15 yTheir king shall go into captivity, 
He and his princes together,” 
Says the LORD. 


2 Thus says the LORD: 


a“For three transgressions of Moab, and 
for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because he »burned the bones of the 
king of Edom to lime. 
2 But I will send a fire upon Moab, 
And it shall devour the palaces of 
cKerioth; 
Moab shall die with tumult, 
With shouting and trumpet sound. 
3 And I will cut off ¢the judge from its 
midst, 
And slay all its princes with him,” 
Says the LORD. 


Judgment on Judah 
4Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of ¢Judah, 
and for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
fBecause they have despised the law of 
the LORD, 
And have not kept His 
commandments. 
£Their lies lead them astray, 
Lies which their fathers followed. 
5 iBut I will send a fire upon Judah, 
And it shall devour the palaces of 
Jerusalem.” 


Judgment on Israel 
6Thus says the LORD: 


“For three transgressions of ‘Israel, and 
for four, 
I will not turn away its punishment, 
Because they sell the righteous for 
silver, 
And the 'poor for a pair of sandals. 


1:11 Edom. This nation was located southeast of 
the Dead Sea. It controlled important caravan trade 
routes, and thus was deeply involved in commerce. 
Its citizens were descendants of Esau. 

1:13 Ammon. The nation of Ammon was located 
east of Gilead on the edge of the desert. Its people 
were descended from one of the sons of Lot (Gen. 
19:36-38). 

2:1 burned the bones. This act was believed to dese- 
crate the remains of a deceased person, a heinous act 
in ancient times and a great dishonor to the person's 
memory. 

2:6 sell the righteous for silver. |n His law, God 
had instructed the Israelites to work off their 
debts through indentured service—adminis- 
tered humanely and for a strictly limited time (Lev. 


25:39-43; Deut. 15:12). By Amos’s day, those in 
power in Israel were taking advantage of the courts 
to sell debtors as slaves, termed “the righteous” 
here because they were the innocent victims of the 
corruption of the courts. for a pair of sandals. This 
means for little or nothing. 


1:7" Jer. 47:1 
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7 They pant after* the dust of the earth 
which is on the head of the poor, 
And pervert the way of the humble. 
nA man and his father go in to the same 
girl, 
°To defile My holy name. 
8 They lie down Pby every altar on 
clothes ¢taken in pledge, 
And drink the wine of the condemned 
in the house of their god. 


9 “Yet it was I who destroyed the 
‘rAmorite before them, 
Whose height was like the sheight of 
the cedars, 
And he was as strong as the oaks; 
Yet I ‘destroyed his fruit above 
And his roots beneath. 
10 Also it was “I who brought you up 
from the land of Egypt, 
And vied you forty years through the 
wilderness, 
To possess the land of the Amorite. 
11 J] raised up some of your sons as 
wprophets, 
And some of your young men as 
xNazirites. 
Is it not so, O you children of Israel?” 
Says the LORD. 
12 “But you gave the Nazirites wine to drink, 
And commanded the prophets Ysaying, 
‘Do not prophesy!’ 


13 “Behold,? Iam weighed down by you, 
As a cart full of sheaves is weighed 


down. 
M4 aTherefore flight shall perish from the 
swift, 
The strong shall not strengthen his 
power, 
bNor shall the mighty deliver himself; 


15 He shall not stand who handles the bow, 
The swift of foot shall not escape, 
Nor shall he who rides a horse deliver 
himself. 
16 The most courageous men of might 
Shall flee naked in that day,” 
Says the LORD. 


Authority of the Prophet’s Message 
Hear this word that the LORD has spo- 
ken against you, O children of Israel, 

against the whole family which I brought 

up from the land of Egypt, saying: 


2 “You¢ only have I known of all the 

families of the earth; 
>Therefore I will punish you for all your 
iniquities.” 

3 Can two walk together, unless they are 
agreed? 

4 Willa lion roar in the forest, when he 
has no prey? 

Will a young lion cry out of his den, if 
he has caught nothing? 

5 Willa bird fall into a snare on the 
earth, where there is no trap for 
it? 

Will a snare spring up from the earth, 
if it has caught nothing at all? 

6 Ifatrumpet is blown in a city, will not 
the people be afraid? 

cIf there is calamity in a city, will not 
the LORD have done it? 


7 Surely the Lord GoD does nothing, 
Unless ¢He reveals His secret to His 
servants the prophets. 


*2:7 Or trample on 


2:7 humble. Those without power or influence should 
have been able to depend on the justice due them. 
Instead, justice was denied them. As a result, their lives 
were turned to poverty, oppression, and insecurity. 
2:8 clothes taken in pledge. Clothing taken as secu- 
rity for aloan was supposed to be returned in the eve- 
ning so that it could be used as bedding for the poor 
(Ex. 22:26-27). The powerful in Israel were spreading 
the clothes out as beds for themselves beside the 
altars, in a show of empty, merciless piety. 

2:9 it was | who destroyed. This emphatic state- 
ment underscores the fact that God had been Israel’s 
champion, and the nation’s success had not been its 
own doing. the Amorite. This refers to the previous 
inhabitants of the land of Canaan. 

2:13 | am weighed down by you. This is a powerful 
metaphor of the burden of Israel’s sin on the Lord. 
This is the same God Isaiah describes as measuring 
the waters of the earth in the hollow of His hand, 
measuring the heavens with the span of His hand, 
and weighing the mountains in His balance (Is. 40:12). 
3:1 the whole family which | brought up. This 
phrase emphasizes the personal, intimate relation- 
ship that God had with Israel. 

3:2 You only have I known. God's relationship with 
Israel was not only intimate, it was exclusive. God had 
been faithful to Israel, yet Israel had not been faithful 
to God. For this reason, the nation would be judged. 


3:2 Selection of Israel—The selection of Israel as 
a special nation to God was part of God's plan (Rom. 
11:2). Historically, the selection of Israel began with 
the Lord's promise to Abraham, “I will make you a 
great nation” (Gen. 12:2). The name Israel actually 
comes from the new name which God gave to Abra- 
ham’s grandson Jacob when they fought at the ford 
of Jabbok (Gen. 32:28). This fact explains why his 
descendants are often called the children of Israel. 
The motivation for the Lord’s choice of Israel as 
His select nation did not lie in any special attraction 
the nation possessed. Its people were, in fact, the 
least in number among all the nations (Deut. 7:6-8). 
Rather, the Lord chose them because of His love for 
them and because of His covenant with Abraham. 
This fact does not mean that God did not love other 
nations, because it was through Israel that He blessed 
all nations in Christ. 
3:3-6 Can two walk together. This series of rhetor- 
ical questions illustrates the seriousness, certainty, 
and righteousness of God’s impending action against 
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8 A lion has roared! 
Who will not fear? 
The Lord GoD has spoken! 
eWho can but prophesy? 


Punishment of Israel's Sins 
9 “Proclaim in the palaces at Ashdod,* 
And in the palaces in the land of 
Egypt, and say: 
‘Assemble on the mountains of 
Samaria; 
See great tumults in her midst, 
And the oppressed within her. 
10 For they fdo not know to do right,’ 
Says the LORD, 
‘Who store up violence and robbery in 
their palaces.’” 


11Therefore thus says the Lord GoD: 


“An adversary shall be all around the 
land; 

He shall sap your strength from you, 

And your palaces shall be 
plundered.” 


122Thus says the LORD: 


“As a shepherd takes from the mouth 
of a lion 
Two legs or a piece of an ear, 
So shall the children of Israel be taken 


out 
Who dwell in Samaria— 
In the corner of a bed and on the edge* 
of a couch! 
13 Hear and testify against the house of 
Jacob,” 
Says the Lord GoD, the God of hosts, 
14 “That in the day I punish Israel for their 
transgressions, 
I will also visit destruction on the 
altars of £Bethel; 
And the horns of the altar shall be 
cut off 
And fall to the ground. 
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15 [ will destroy "the winter house along 
with ‘the summer house; 
The ‘houses of ivory shall perish, 
And the great houses shall have an 
end,” 
Says the LORD. 


Hear this word, you “cows of Bashan, 
who are on the mountain of 
Samaria, 

Who oppress the poor, 

Who crush the needy, 

Who say to your husbands,* “Bring 
wine, let us cdrink!” 

2 dThe Lord GoD has sworn by His 
holiness: 
“Behold, the days shall come upon you 

When He will take you away ewith 
fishhooks, 

And your posterity with fishhooks. 

3 fYou will go out through broken walls, 

Each one straight ahead of her, 

And you will be cast into Harmon,” 

Says the LORD. 


4 “Come? to Bethel and transgress, 
At "Gilgal multiply transgression; 
iBring your sacrifices every morning, 
jYour tithes every three days.* 
5 kOffer a sacrifice of thanksgiving with 
leaven, 
Proclaim and announce 'the freewill 
offerings; 
For this you love, 
You children of Israel!” 
Says the Lord Gop. 


Israel Did Not Accept Correction 
6 “Also I gave you cleanness of teeth in 
all your cities, 


* 3:9 Following Masoretic Text; Septuagint 
reads Assyria. *3:12 The Hebrew is uncer- 
tain. *4:1 Literally their lords or their masters 
*4:4 Or years (compare Deuteronomy 14:28) 


Israel. Each question is framed so as to require a 
resounding “no” as its answer. 

3:11 An adversary shall be all around the land. This 
verse pictures a formal sentencing of Israel in the 
presence of the witnesses whom God had called (v. 
9). Sapping Israel's strength was exactly what Assyria 
did in the years following Amos’s prophecies, finally 
putting an end to the nation in 722 B.c. 

3:12 As a shepherd takes from the mouth of alion. 
The hired shepherd was responsible to the owner for 
the safety of the sheep. He had to make good any 
loss, unless he could prove it was unavoidable. A lion 
taking a sheep was an unavoidable loss, but the shep- 
herd had to prove that the lion had taken it. A couple 
of small bones or a piece of an ear was sufficient; the 
owner would recognize the lion’s work. As complete 
as the destruction of a sheep by a lion would be the 
destruction of Israel that God would bring. 

3:15 the great houses shall have an end. The four 
houses mentioned here were all symbols of oppres- 
sion. Many small inheritances had been stolen to 
form the large estates of the wealthy and powerful, 
where they built their opulent houses. 


4:1 cows of Bashan. This phrase refers to the 
well-fed women of Samaria. Bashan, the region east 
and northeast of the Sea of Galilee, was a prime grass- 
land area renowned for its cattle. 

4:3 broken walls. These were a symbol of the thor- 
oughness of the destruction of the city and the 
homes that the people held so dear. In an undam- 
aged city, the usual way in and out was the one main 
gate. But Samaria would be so ruined that the depor- 
tees would be driven straight through the breaches 
in the walls of their houses and their city. 

4:6-11 you have not returned to Me. This passage 
describes a series of five calamities that God had 
already sent upon the Israelites in an effort to drive 
them to repentance. A striking feature of this narra- 
tive is God’s emphatic claim that the Israelites had 
brought these disasters on themselves. They had 
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And lack of bread in all your places; 
mYet you have not returned to Me,” 
Says the LORD. 


7 “Talso withheld rain from you, 
When there were still three months to 
the harvest. 
I made it rain on one city, 
I withheld rain from another city. 
One part was rained upon, 
And where it did not rain the part 
withered. 
8 So two or three cities wandered to 
another city to drink water, 
But they were not satisfied; 
Yet you have not returned to Me,” 
Says the LORD. 


9 “In blasted you with blight and mildew. 
When your gardens increased, 
Your vineyards, 
Your fig trees, 
And your olive trees, 
oThe locust devoured them; 
Yet you have not returned to Me,” 
Says the LORD. 


10 “T sent among you a plague Pafter the 

manner of Egypt; 

Your young men I killed with a sword, 

Along with your captive horses; 

I made the stench of your camps come 
up into your nostrils; 

Yet you have not returned to Me,” 

Says the LORD. 


ll “T overthrew some of you, 
As God overthrew ¢Sodom and 
Gomorrah, 
And you were like a firebrand plucked 
from the burning; 
Yet you have not returned to Me,” 
Says the LORD. 


12 “Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; 
Because I will do this to you, 
rPrepare to meet your God, O Israel!” 


13 For behold, 
He who forms mountains, 
And creates the wind, 
sWho declares to man what his* 
thought is, 


And makes the morning darkness, 
tWho treads the high places of the 
earth— 
uThe LORD God of hosts is His name. 


A Lament for Israel 
Hear this word which I ¢take up against 
you, a lamentation, O house of Israel: 


2 The virgin of Israel has fallen; 
She will rise no more. 
She lies forsaken on her land; 
There is no one to raise her up. 


3For thus says the Lord Gop: 


“The city that goes out by a thousand 
Shall have a hundred left, 
And that which goes out by a hundred 
Shall have ten left to the house of 
Israel.” 


A Call to Repentance 
4For thus says the LORD to the house of 
Israel: 


b“Seek Me cand live; 
5 But do not seek ¢Bethel, 
Nor enter Gilgal, 
Nor pass over to ¢Beersheba; 
For Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, 
And /Bethel shall come to nothing. 
6 sSeek the LORD and live, 
Lest He break out like fire in the house 
of Joseph, 
And devour it, 
With no one to quench it in Bethel— 
7 You who "turn justice to wormwood, 
And lay righteousness to rest in the 
earth!” 


8 He made the ‘Pleiades and Orion; 
He turns the shadow of death into 
morning 
iAnd makes the day dark as night; 
He #calls for the waters of the sea 
And pours them out on the face of the 
earth; 
'The LORD is His name. 


*4:13 Or His 


repeatedly failed to understand the implications of 
the disasters. 

4:10 after the manner of Egypt. This fourth calam- 
ity suggests that God was reminding Israel of the ten 
plagues that preceded their exodus from Egypt; these 
included epidemic diseases and other disasters. 

4:11 like a firebrand plucked from the burning. 
This refers to a stick snatched from a fire with one end 
already ablaze. Here it was a vivid metaphor for God's 
last-minute rescue of most of Israel from the fate He 
brought upon some of its cities and territories. 

4:12 Prepare to meet your God. Because Israel 
had not returned to God through these five calami- 
ties, it would have to meet God Himself. To be con- 
fronted—inescapably—by the God it had scorned 
and rejected would be a fate more terrible than Israel 
could imagine. 

5:2 The virgin of Israel. This term depicts the nation 


as a young maiden, cut off from her life before it had 
really begun. on her /and. This is a reminder that the 
land had been God's gift to Israel. By their faithless- 
ness, the people had turned God's gift into the place 
of their death and burial. 

5:6 in the house of Joseph. This phrase refers to the 
whole nation. 

5:8 the Pleiades. This refers to a cluster of stars 
within the constellation Taurus, one of the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac. One of Israel’s idolatries was 
astral worship. Far from being deities, Amos asserted, 
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9 Herains ruin upon the strong, 
So that fury comes upon the fortress. 


10mThey hate the one who rebukes in the 
gate, 
And they “abhor the one who speaks 
uprightly. 
ll oTherefore, because you tread down the 
poor 
And take grain taxes from him, 
Though Pyou have built houses of 
hewn stone, 
Yet you shall not dwell in them; 
You have planted pleasant vineyards, 
But you shall not drink wine from 
them. 
12 For I ¢know your manifold 
transgressions 
And your mighty sins: 
rAfflicting the just and taking bribes; 
sDiverting the poor from justice at the 
gate. 
13 Therefore ‘the prudent keep silent at 
that time, 
For it is an evil time. 


4 Seek good and not evil, 
That you may live; 
So the LORD God of hosts will be with 
you, 
uAs you have spoken. 
15 vHate evil, love good; 
Establish justice in the gate. 
wIt may be that the LORD God of hosts 
Will be gracious to the remnant of 
Joseph. 


Amos 5:22 @ 999 
The Day of the Lorp 

16Therefore the LORD God of hosts, the 
Lord, says this: 


“There shall be wailing in all streets, 
And they shall say in all the highways, 
‘Alas! Alas!’ 

They shall call the farmer to mourning, 
xAnd skillful lamenters to wailing. 
17 [In all vineyards there shall be wailing, 
For YI will pass through you,” 
Says the LoRD. 


18 zWoe to you who desire the day of the 
Lorp! 
For what good is ¢the day of the LORD 
to you? 
It will be darkness, and not light. 
19 Tt will be bas though a man fled from a 
lion, 
And a bear met him! 
Or as though he went into the house, 
Leaned his hand on the wall, 
And a serpent bit him! 
20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, 
and not light? 
Is it not very dark, with no brightness 
in it? 


ws 


1 “Tc hate, I despise your feast days, 
And 4I do not savor your sacred 
assemblies. 

22 eThough you offer Me burnt offerings 
and your grain offerings, 

I will not accept them, 

Nor will I regard your fattened peace 
offerings. 


the constellations also were God’s creations. Orion. 
This is a reference to a prominent constellation in the 
southern sky in the shape of a hunter. 

5:10 the gate. This was the location of the town 
court, where justice was to be upheld in all legal pro- 
ceedings whether civil or criminal. 

5:11-15 God’s Justice—The Israelites in Amos’s day 
had lost sight of God’s commands to treat the poor 
compassionately. There is no record that Israel ever 
practiced the year of Jubilee (Lev. 25:11) that is part of 
Old Testament law, for instance. 

As many of the prophets did, Amos called on the 
Israelites to practice justice and see to it that the poor 
were not abused. He made it clear that the rich in his 
day were taking advantage of the poor. The justice 
system was ineffective because of rampant bribery. 
The prophets repeatedly made the point that the 
sacrifices were not enough. The sacrificial process 
needed to be connected with a response in behavior. 
God's justice demanded more than the sacrifices. It 
demanded obedience. 

Amos teaches us to be observant about where 
this injustice is being practiced. He teaches us to 
look for movements, forces, or programs that can 
work against the accumulation of power and unjustly 
gained wealth. 

One of the first things the Jerusalem church did 
when it formed was to put in place a system of some 
kind to care for the widows and orphans (Acts 6:1-4). 
Belief in God included an understanding of His desire 
for justice and the believer's need to act on it. 

5:11 grain taxes. To take grain taxes from the poor 


was to put them at risk of starvation if the harvest had 
not been bountiful. Yet the rich and powerful had suf- 
ficient resources to build luxurious houses for them- 
selves. God promised that the rich would not enjoy 
their luxury stolen from the lifeblood of the poor and 
powerless. 

5:12 your mighty sins. \srael’s leaders did not sin 
incidentally or furtively; they sinned brazenly and 
habitually, as though God had never revealed Himself 
and His standards of justice and mercy. 

5:18 the day of the Lorb. The popular theology of 
Amos's time apparently looked forward to this day 
as the time of Israel's restoration to military, political, 
and economic greatness, perhaps to the greatness 
of the reigns of David and Solomon. Amos declared 
such hopes futile, even pitiable. What the people 
looked forward to as a day of light and triumph would 
tise upon them instead as a day of darkness and ruin. 
5:19 bear... serpent. These images evoke the terror 
that follows when a person escapes a terrible danger 
and is exhausted and relieved, only to find a worse 
danger so close at hand that it is inescapable. 
5:21-23 feast days... sacred assemblies. By stat- 
ing He would no longer accept Israel's sacrifices or 
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23° Take away from Me the noise of your 
songs, 
For I will not hear the melody of your 
stringed instruments. 
24 fBut let justice run down like water, 
And righteousness like a mighty 
stream. 


25 “Did you offer Me sacrifices and 
offerings 
In the wilderness forty years, O house 
of Israel? 
26 You also carried Sikkuth* "your 
king* 
And Chiun,* your idols, 
The star of your gods, 
Which you made for yourselves. 
27 Therefore I will send you into captivity 
ibeyond Damascus,” 
Says the LORD, ‘whose name is the 
God of hosts. 


Warnings to Zion and Samaria 
Woe ¢to you who are at bease in Zion, 
And ctrust in Mount Samaria, 
Notable persons in the ¢chief nation, 
To whom the house of Israel comes! 

2 eGo over to fCalneh and see; 

And from there go to Hamath the 
great; 
Then go down to Gath of the 
Philistines. 
hAre you better than these kingdoms? 
Or is their territory greater than your 
territory? 


3 Woe to you who ‘put far off the day of 
idoom, 
kWho cause 'the seat of violence to 
come near; 
4 Who lie on beds of ivory, 
Stretch out on your couches, 
Eat lambs from the flock 
And calves from the midst of the 
stall; 
5 mWho sing idly to the sound of stringed 
instruments, 
And invent for yourselves "musical 
instruments °like David; 
6 Who Pdrink wine from bowls, 
And anoint yourselves with the best 
ointments, 
aBut are not grieved for the affliction of 
Joseph. 


7 Therefore they shall now go "captive 
as the first of the captives, 
And those who recline at banquets 
shall be removed. 


8 sThe Lord GoD has sworn by Himself, 
The LorRD God of hosts says: 
“T abhor ‘the pride of Jacob, 
And hate his palaces; 
Therefore I will deliver up the city 
And all that is in it.” 


§SThen it shall come to pass, that if ten 
men remain in one house, they shall die. 
10A nd when a relative of the dead, with one 
who will burn the bodies, picks up the bod- 
ies* to take them out of the house, he will 
say to one inside the house, “Are there any 
more with you?” 

Then someone will say, “None.” 

And he will say, ““Hold your tongue! 
vFor we dare not mention the name of the 
LORD.” 


ll For behold, “the LORD gives a 
command: 
xHe will break the great house into bits, 
And the little house into pieces. 


12 Do horses run on rocks? 
Does one plow there with oxen? 
Yet you have turned justice into gall, 
And the fruit of righteousness into 
wormwood, 
13 You who rejoice over Lo Debar,* 
Who say, “Have we not taken 
Karnaim* for ourselves 
By our own strength?” 


14 “But, behold, 2I will raise up a nation 
against you, 
O house of Israel,” 
Says the LORD God of hosts; 
“And they will afflict you from the 
aentrance of Hamath 
To the Valley of the Arabah.” 


Vision of the Locusts 
Thus the Lord GoD showed me: Behold, 
He formed locust swarms at the begin- 
ning of the late crop; indeed it was the late 


*5:26 A pagan deity ¢ Septuagint and Vulgate 
read tabernacle of Moloch. ¢ A pagan deity 
*6:10 Literally bones *6:13 Literally Noth- 
ing ¢ Literally Horns, symbol of strength 


listen to them, God was rejecting Israel's worship as 
hypocritical, dishonest, and meaningless. 

5:25 Did you offer Me. This verse is a rhetorical ques- 
tion with “yes” as the expected answer. 

6:3 you who put far off the day of doom. This refers 
to those who insisted that Israel was too strong for 
destruction to fall upon the nation any time soon. 
6:4-6 lambs ... calves. This passage describes the 
extravagant living indulged in by the rich and paid 
for with the wealth stolen from the poor. Meat was 
a luxury for most families of the ancient Middle East, 
consumed only on special occasions. Meat on a daily 
basis was the privilege only of the rich and powerful. 
The upper classes of Israel were so engrossed in their 


own privileges and luxuries that they cared nothing 
for the affliction of their fellow Israelites, though it 
was their transgressions that had caused it. 

7:1 the king’s mowings. These words imply that 
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crop after the king’s mowings. 2And so it 
was, when they had finished eating the 
grass of the land, that I said: 


“O Lord GoD, forgive, I pray! 
aOh, that Jacob may stand, 
For he is small!” 
3 So >the LORD relented concerning 
this. 
“Tt shall not be,” said the LORD. 


Vision of the Fire 

4Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Be- 
hold, the Lord GoD called for conflict by 
fire, and it consumed the great deep and 
devoured the territory. >Then I said: 


“O Lord Gop, cease, I pray! 
cOh, that Jacob may stand, 
For he is small!” 
6 Sothe LORD relented concerning this. 
“This also shall not be,” said the Lord 
Gop. 


Vision of the Plumb Line 

7Thus He showed me: Behold, the Lord 
stood on a wall made with a plumb line, 
with a plumb line in His hand. 8And the 
LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” 

And I said, “A plumb line.” 

Then the Lord said: 


“Behold, 4I am setting a plumb line 
In the midst of My people Israel; 
el will not pass by them anymore. 
9 fThe high places of Isaac shall be 
desolate, 
And the sanctuaries of Israel shall be 
laid waste. 
8] will rise with the sword against the 
house of Jeroboam.” 


Amos 7:16 @ 1001 
Amaziah’s Complaint 

10Then Amaziah the "priest of ‘Bethel 
sent to ijJeroboam king of Israel, saying, 
“Amos has conspired against you in the 
midst of the house of Israel. The land is not 
able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos 
has said: 


‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

And Israel shall surely be led away 
kcaptive 

From their own land.’” 


122Then Amaziah said to Amos: 


“Go, you seer! 
Flee to the land of Judah. 
There eat bread, 
And there prophesy. 
13 But ‘never again prophesy at Bethel, 
mFor it is the king’s sanctuary, 
And it is the royal residence.” 


4Then Amos answered, and said to 
Amaziah: 


“TI was no prophet, 
Nor was I "a son of a prophet, 
But I was a °sheepbreeder* 
And a tender of sycamore fruit. 
15 Then the LORD took me as I followed 
the flock, 
And the LorD said to me, 
‘Go, Pprophesy to My people Israel.’ 
16 Now therefore, hear the word of the 
LORD: 
You say, ‘Do not prophesy against 
Israel, 
And do not spout against the house 
of Isaac.’ 


*7:14 Compare 2 Kings 3:4 


the king took the first harvest of hay as a tax. Thus a 
swarm of locusts devouring the late crop would leave 
the people with nothing for themselves, inflicting a 
crippling economic blow. 

7:2-3 that Jacob may stand. |f God carried out the 
threatened punishment, Jacob (the nation of Israel) 
might be destroyed. One function of the prophet was 
to serve as intercessor for the people before God. 
Amos prayed that the vision decreed in heaven might 
be halted before it was accomplished on earth. The 
basis of Amos’s petition lay in the true assessment 
of Israel’s position. They were not large and strong, 
as they thought; rather they were small and weak. In 
response to Amos’s intercession, and out of His own 
love for Israel, God stayed His decree. 

7:7-9 a plumb line. This apparatus is a string with 
a weight tied to one end, used to establish a ver- 
tical line so that a wall can be built straight. what 
do you see. Unlike the first two visions of natural 
disasters, the visions of the plumb line and the 
basket of summer fruit were not self-explanatory. 
God asked Amos what he saw, then explained the 
visions’ meaning. Also unlike the first two visions, 
God did not give Amos opportunity to intercede, 
nor did He relent. These judgments would be exe- 
cuted. the house of Jeroboam. This is a metaphor 
for the nation. 


7:10-11 Amaziah. Amaziah was the priest in charge 
of the temple at Bethel, who informed the king about 
the prophet who was making threats against the 
king’s house. Amaziah was reacting to Amos’s third 
vision which ended with God’s promise to bring 
the sword against the house of Jeroboam. Amaziah 
regarded Amos's words as a political threat, and 
reported them not as a prophecy from God, but as 
Amos'’s call to revolt. 

7:14-17 Nor was!ason ofaprophet. Amos’s answer 
to Amaziah came in two parts. First, he denied being 
a prophet by profession. He did not come from a fam- 
ily of prophets, nor had he been trained in prophecy. 
Amos made it clear that he had neither desired nor 
sought his prophetic task. Your wife shall be a har- 
lot. The only way the spouse of an important official 
like Amaziah would be reduced to prostitution would 
be if all her family and all her resources were taken 
away and she were left to fend entirely for herself. 
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1002 @ Amos7:17 


17“Therefore’ thus says the LORD: 


s*Your wife shall be a harlot in the city; 

Your sons and daughters shall fall by 
the sword; 

Your land shall be divided by survey line; 

You shall die in a ‘defiled land; 

And Israel shall surely be led away 
captive 

From his own land.’” 


Vision of the Summer Fruit 
Thus the Lord GoD showed me: Behold, 
a basket of summer fruit. 2And He said, 
“Amos, what do you see?” 
So I said, “A basket of summer fruit.” 
Then the LorD said to me: 


a“The end has come upon My people 
Israel; 
>] will not pass by them anymore. 
3 And the songs of the temple 

Shall be wailing in that day,” 
Says the Lord GoD— 

“Many dead bodies everywhere, 

aThey shall be thrown out in silence.” 


4 Hear this, you who swallow up* the 
needy, 
And make the poor of the land fail, 
5Saying: 
“When will the New Moon be past, 
That we may sell grain? 
And ¢the Sabbath, 
That we may trade wheat? 
fMaking the ephah small and the 
shekel large, 
Falsifying the scales by #deceit, 
6 That we may buy the poor for "silver, 
And the needy for a pair of sandals— 
Even sell the bad wheat?” 


7 The LORD has sworn by ‘the pride of 
Jacob: 
“Surely iI will never forget any of their 
works. 

8 kShall the land not tremble for this, 
And everyone mourn who dwells in it? 
All of it shall swell like the River,* 
Heave and subside 
'Like the River of Egypt. 


9 “And it shall come to pass in that day,” 
says the Lord Gop, 


mThat I will make the sun go down at 
noon, 
And I will darken the earth in broad 
daylight; 

10 J] will turn your feasts into "mourning, 
oAnd all your songs into lamentation; 
P] will bring sackcloth on every waist, 

And baldness on every head; 

I will make it like mourning for an 
only son, 

And its end like a bitter day. 


11 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the 
Lord Gob, 
“That I will send a famine on the land, 
Not a famine of bread, 
Nor a thirst for water, 
But ¢of hearing the words of the LORD. 
12 They shall wander from sea to sea, 
And from north to east; 
They shall run to and fro, seeking the 
word of the LORD, 
But shall "not find it. 


13 “In that day the fair virgins 
And strong young men 
Shall faint from thirst. 
14 Those who sswear by ‘the sin* of 
Samaria, 
Who say, 
‘As your god lives, O Dan!’ 
And, ‘As the way of “Beersheba lives!’ 
They shall fall and never rise again.” 


The Destruction of Israel 


Isaw the Lord standing by the altar, and 
He said: 


“Strike the doorposts, that the 
thresholds may shake, 
And “break them on the heads of them 
all. 
I will slay the last of them with the 
sword. 
bHe who flees from them shall not get 
away, 
And he who escapes from them shall 
not be delivered. 


*8:4 Or trample on (compare 2:7) *8:8 That is, 
the Nile; some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, 
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate read River; Masoretic 
Text reads the light. *8:14 Or Ashima, a Syrian 
goddess 


8:1-3 a basket of summer fruit. The fruits that came 
at the end of the harvest in late summer included 
grapes, pomegranates, and figs. The end has come. 
Amos could not have discerned the meaning of this 
vision until God's pronouncement. Israel’s wicked- 
ness was about to result in a harvest of judgment. 
8:5 Making the ephah small. This was a way of 
cheating the customer of value received for price 
paid. shekel. This was a unit of money so making it 
“great” was also a way of cheating. 

8:12-13 sea to sea. This meant from the Dead Sea to 
the Mediterranean. fair virgins ... young men. This 
refers to those who are most vigorous to survive. 
8:14 Dan... Beersheba. This was a phrase that indi- 
cated the limits of the Israelite territory. In Amos’s 


day, Beersheba was in the kingdom of Judah. Israel 
could swear oaths by the Lord, claiming they loy- 
ally worshiped Him from the extreme north to the 
extreme south of His land, but that would not relieve 
the famine of God's word. 
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2 “Though¢ they dig into hell,* 
From there My hand shall take 
them; 
4Though they climb up to heaven, 
From there I will bring them down; 
3 And though they chide themselves on 
top of Carmel, 
From there I will search and take 
them; 
Though they hide from My sight at the 
bottom of the sea, 
From there I will command the 
serpent, and it shall bite them; 
4 Though they go into captivity before 
their enemies, 
From there ‘I will command the sword, 
And it shall slay them. 
8] will set My eyes on them for harm 
and not for good.” 


5 The Lord Gop of hosts, 
He who touches the earth and it 
hmelts, 
‘And all who dwell there mourn; 
All of it shall swell like the River,* 
And subside like the River of Egypt. 
6 He who builds His ‘layers in the sky, 
And has founded His strata in the 
earth; 
Who &calls for the waters of the sea, 
And pours them out on the face of the 
earth— 
'The LorD is His name. 


7 “Are you not like the people of Ethiopia 
to Me, 
O children of Israel?” says the LORD. 
“Did I not bring up Israel from the land 
of Egypt, 
The Philistines from "Caphtor, 
And the Syrians from °Kir? 


8 “Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are 
on the sinful kingdom, 
And I ¢will destroy it from the face of 
the earth; 
Yet I will not utterly destroy the house 
of Jacob,” 
Says the LORD. 


Amos9:15 ® 1003 
9 “For surely I will command, 
And will sift the house of Israel among 
all nations, 
As grain is sifted in a sieve; 
rYet not the smallest grain shall fall to 
the ground. 
10 All the sinners of My people shall die 
by the sword, 
sWho say, ‘The calamity shall not 
overtake nor confront us.’ 


Israel Will Be Restored 
ll “Ont that day I will raise up 
The tabernacle* of David, which has 
fallen down, 
And repair its damages; 
I will raise up its ruins, 
And rebuild it as in the days of old; 
12 uThat they may possess the remnant of 
vEdom,* 
And all the Gentiles who are called by 
My name,” 
Says the LORD who does this thing. 


“Behold, wthe days are coming,” says 
the LORD, 
“When the plowman shall overtake the 
reaper, 
And the treader of grapes him who 
sows seed; 
xThe mountains shall drip with sweet 


wine, 
And all the hills shall flow with it. 
y] will bring back the captives of My 
people Israel; 
zThey shall build the waste cities and 
inhabit them; 
They shall plant vineyards and drink 
wine from them; 
They shall also make gardens and eat 
fruit from them. 
I will plant them in their land, 
aAnd no longer shall they be pulled up 
From the land I have given them,” 
Says the LORD your God. 
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*9:2 Or Sheol *9:5 Thatis,the Nile *9:11 Lit- 
erally booth, figure of a deposed dynasty 
*9:12 Septuagint reads mankind. 


9:2 hell... heaven. In this imagery, Israel's fugitives 
from God's judgment could escape neither up nor 
down; God would find them no matter where in the 
universe they fled. 

9:3 top of Carmel. This peak represented the highest 
point on earth. Whether as high as that, or as low as 
the bottom of the sea, the earth would provide no 
escape. 

9:8 the sinful kingdom. This is Israel. | will not 
utterly destroy. This was a glimmer of hope ina long 
passage of judgment and doom. God’s judgment 
would be thorough, but a remnant would survive. 
9:9 As grainis sifted in a sieve. Sifting grain was the 
final operation in cleaning it before gathering it into 
storage. In winnowing, all the chaff was blown away; 
only pebbles and small clumps of mud remained with 
the grain. The sieve was constructed with holes that 
were sized so debris were retained in the sieve. 

9:13 the plowman shall overtake the reaper. For 


this to happen it would mean such an abundant har- 
vest that it would last all summer and would not be 
gathered until the plowing had started again. Grapes 
were harvested from mid-summer to early fall. The 
grain crop was sown after the plowing in late fall. 
9:15 plant them in their land. God does not aban- 
don His promises or His covenant, nor does He leave 
His people without hope. God’s punishment is cer- 
tain, but His restoration is just as certain. The word 
of hope for God's people of old is valid also for God’s 
people of today. 
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THE BOOK OF 


OBADIAH 


> AUTHOR: Obadiah was an obscure prophet who probably lived in the southern 
kingdom of Judah. It is assumed, however, that he was not a priest, since his father 
is not mentioned and nothing is given of his background. There are 13 Obadiahs in 
the Old Testament. Four of the better prospects for this Obadiah are: (1) the officer 
in Ahab’s palace that hid God's prophets in a cave (1 Kin. 18:3); (2) one of the officials 
sent out by Jehoshaphat to teach the law in the cities of Judah (2 Chr. 17:7); (3) one 
of the overseers who took part in repairing the temple under Josiah (2 Chr. 34:12); or 
(4) a priest in the time of Nehemiah (Neh. 10:5). 

> TIME: c. 840 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Obad. 10 

> THEME: Obadiah is a prophecy against Edom, the nation that descended from 
Esau. Edom included the area south and east of the Dead Sea. Throughout most of 
Old Testament history, if Edom is mentioned, it is in the context of some kind of skir- 
mish. This friction started when the king of Edom refused to let the Israelites cross 
his territory as they journeyed towards the Promised Land in Numbers 20:14-21. 
When Israel and Judah were taken into exile, Edom stood by and watched. The pur- 
pose of Obadiah seems clear. He is out to encourage the Israelites in the context of 


captivity. God will rescue His people. 


The Coming Judgment on Edom 
Fe vision of Obadiah. 


Thus says the Lord GoD ¢concerning 
Edom 
b(We have heard a report from the 
LORD, 
And a messenger has been sent among 
the nations, saying, 
“Arise, and let us rise up against her for 
battle”): 


2 “Behold, I will make you small among 
the nations; 
You shall be greatly despised. 
3 The cpride of your heart has deceived 
you, 
You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, 
Whose habitation is high; 
4You who Say in your heart, ‘Who will 
bring me down to the ground?’ 
4 eThough you ascend as high as the 
eagle, 
And though you /set your nest among 
the stars, 


From there I will bring you down,” 
says the LORD. 


5 “Tf ethieves had come to you, 

If robbers by night— 

Oh, how you will be cut off!— 

Would they not have stolen till they 
had enough? 

If grape-gatherers had come to you, 

hWould they not have left some 

gleanings? 


6 “Oh, how Esau shall be searched out! 
How his hidden treasures shall be 
sought after! 
7  Allthe men in your confederacy 
Shall force you to the border; 
iThe men at peace with you 
Shall deceive you and prevail against 
you. 
Those who eat your bread shall lay a 
trap* for you. 
jNo one is aware of it. 


* 1:7 Or wound, or plot 


2 | will make you small. God would bring about a 
reversal of Edom’s inflated self-importance. 

3 Whose habitation is high. Some of the mountain 
peaks of Edom reached over 6,000 feet. Jerusalem 
is about 2,300 feet above sea level. Who will bring 
me down to the ground? Edom’s presumed physi- 
cal safety led the Edomites to become haughty; this 
would be their downfall. 

4 ascend as high as the eagle. Edom’s physical 


location became a metaphor of the proud and 
haughty spirit that the nation had displayed at the 
time of Judah’s distress. Trusting in its high places 
and mountainous strongholds, Edom reckoned that 
no one could bring it to account for its actions. 
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8 “Will® I not in that day,” says the LORD, 
“Even destroy the wise men from 
Edom, 
And understanding from the 
mountains of Esau? 
9 Then your ‘mighty men, O ™Teman, 
shall be dismayed, 
To the end that everyone from the 
mountains of Esau 
May be cut off by slaughter. 


Edom Mistreated His Brother 
10 “For "violence against your brother 
Jacob, 
Shame shall cover you, 
And °you shall be cut off forever. 
1 Jn the day that you ’stood on the other 
side— 
In the day that strangers carried 
captive his forces, 
When foreigners entered his gates 
And ¢cast lots for Jerusalem— 
Even you were as one of them. 


12 “But you should not have "gazed on the 
day of your brother 
In the day of his captivity;* 
Nor should you have srejoiced over the 
children of Judah 
In the day of their destruction; 
Nor should you have spoken proudly 
In the day of distress. 
13 You should not have entered the gate 
of My people 
In the day of their calamity. 
Indeed, you should not have gazed on 
their affliction 
In the day of their calamity, 
Nor laid hands on their substance 
In the day of their calamity. 
M4 You should not have stood at the 
crossroads 
To cut off those among them who 
escaped; 
Nor should you have delivered up 
those among them who remained 
In the day of distress. 


Obadiah 20 ® 1005 
15 “Fort the day of the LORD upon all the 
nations is near; 
uAs you have done, it shall be done to 


you; 

Your reprisal shall return upon your 
own head. 

16 vFor as you drank on My holy 

mountain, 

So shall all the nations drink 
continually; 

Yes, they shall drink, and swallow, 

And they shall be as though they had 
never been. 


Israel's Final Triumph 
17 “But on Mount Zion there wshall be 
deliverance, 
And there shall be holiness; 
The house of Jacob shall possess their 
possessions. 
18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, 
And the house of Joseph “a flame; 
But the house of Esau shall be stubble; 
They shall kindle them and devour 
them, 
And no survivor shall remain of the 
house of Esau,” 
For the LORD has spoken. 


19 The South* shall possess the 
mountains of Esau, 
zAnd the Lowland shall possess 
Philistia. 
They shall possess the fields of 
Ephraim 
And the fields of Samaria. 
Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 
20 And the captives of this host of the 
children of Israel 
Shall possess the land of the 
Canaanites 
As “far as Zarephath. 
The captives of Jerusalem who are in 
Sepharad 


* 1:12 Literally on the day he became a foreigner 
* 1:19 Hebrew Negev 


8 destroy the wise men from Edom. The nation had 
a reputation for having many wise men among its 
citizens (Jer. 49:7). 

9 O Teman. This name comes from a son of Eliphaz, 
who was the firstborn son of Esau (Gen. 36:9-11). 

11 In the day. This refers to the time of Judah’s dis- 
tress. strangers... foreigners. These words are used 
to describe Judah’s principal enemies, contrasted 
with the words of verse 10, “your brother.” It was one 
thing for the Babylonians to attack Judah; for a nation 
like Edom to join the Babylonians against their own 
brothers was unthinkable. 

13 the day of their calamity. This phrase is repeated 
three times in this verse. It refers to the day of God's 
judgment upon Judah, carried out by the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

15 the day of the Lorb. This is a technical term used 
by the prophets to indicate the day of God's judg- 
ment (Amos 5:18-20). Here the term likely refers 
to the time when God would judge all the nations, 


including Edom, that had participated in Judah's 
destruction. 

18 house of Jacob... house of Joseph. Together 
these signify a unified Israel. God intends to rejoin the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah as one people again. 
20 Zarephath. This was a Phoenician city 14 miles 
north of Tyre (1 Kin. 17:8-24). Sepharad. This was 
a city to which some Judeans were exiled. The res- 
toration of Judah from exile, which these verses 
predict, was a sign to Judah and all nations that the 
God of Israel was not just a local God. He had not 
been defeated by the Babylonian god Marduk. The 
fact that He could allow His people to be carried into 
captivity in a foreign land and then bring them back 
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19/7 Is. 


1006 & Obadiah 21 


bShall possess the cities of the 
South.* 
21 Then csaviors* shall come to Mount 
Zion 


To judge the mountains of Esau, 
And the ¢kingdom shall be the LORD’s. 


*1:20 Hebrew Negev * 1:21 Or deliverers 


to their own land was proof of His power and sover- 
eignty over all the earth. 

21 saviors. The Judeans who had been taken into 
captivity would come back as deliverers, and they 
would reign over the people of Edom. the kingdom 
shall be the Lorp’s. These were Obadiah’s last words 
against all human arrogance, pride, and rebellion. 
Edom had thought itself indestructible; but the Lord 
humbled that nation and restored the fallen Judah. 


Many people are tempted to consider themselves 
beyond the reach of God. But God will bring them 
low, just as He will lift those who humble themselves 
before Him. And one great day, He will establish His 
just rule over all. 


20° Jer. 32:44 21¢[ames 5:20] 4[Rev. 11:15] 


THE BOOK OF 


JONAH 


> AUTHOR: Jonah was “the son of Amittai” and nothing more would be known 
about him were it not for a reference in 2 Kings 14:25 calling him a prophet in the 
reign of Jeroboam II of Israel. Jonah was a Galilean, contrary to the Pharisees’ claim 
that “no prophet has arisen out of Galilee” John 7:52). One Jewish tradition says that 
Jonah was the son of the widow of Zarephath whom Elijah raised from the dead 
(1 Kin. 17:8-24). 

> TIME: c. 760 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Jon. 2:8-9 

> THEME: The Book of Jonah directs us towards God's greatness and mercy. He will 
go to any lengths in order to assure that His message is heard. He makes it possible 
for people to repent and be redeemed no matter how decadent and far away from 
God they are. Jonah himself is a prime example of the power of storytelling, as he 
gives us an amazingly visual and memorable image of God's far-reaching grace and 


His involvement in individual lives to accomplish His purposes. 


Jonah’s Disobedience 

Now the word of the LORD came to “Jo- 

nah the son of Amittai, saying, 2“Arise, 
go to Nineveh, that ‘great city, and cry out 
against it; for “their wickedness has come 
up before Me.” 3But Jonah arose to flee to 
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 
He went down to ¢Joppa, and found a ship 
going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and 
went down into it, to go with them to fTar- 
shish from the presence of the LORD. 


The Storm at Sea 

4But "the LorD sent out a great wind on 
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest 
on the sea, so that the ship was about to be 
broken up. 

5Then the mariners were afraid; and ev- 
ery man cried out to his god, and threw the 
cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to 
lighten the load.* But Jonah had gone down 
iinto the lowest parts of the ship, had lain 
down, and was fast asleep. 


6So the captain came to him, and said to 
him, “What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, 
icall on your God; kperhaps your God will 
consider us, so that we may not perish.” 

7And they said to one another, “Come, let 
us !cast lots, that we may know for whose 
cause this trouble has come upon us.” So 
they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 
8Then they said to him, ™“Please tell us! 
For whose cause is this trouble upon us? 
What is your occupation? And where do 
you come from? What is your country? 
And of what people are you?” 

9So he said to them, “Iam a Hebrew; and 
I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, "who 
made the sea and the dry land.” 


Jonah Thrown into the Sea 

10Then the men were exceedingly 
afraid, and said to him, “Why have you 
done this?” For the men knew that he fled 


*1:5 Literally from upon them 


1:1 the word of the Lorb. This phrase affirms the 
divine source of the message to Jonah (Jer. 1:4; Hos. 
1:1; Joel 1:1; Mic. 1:1). The name “Jonah” means “dove.” 
1:2 Nineveh. Nineveh is located on the Tigris River, 
the capital of ancient Assyria (2 Kin. 19:36) for about 
a century. It was over 500 miles from Jonah’s home 
near Nazareth. 

1:3 a ship going to Tarshish. The location of this 
port city is uncertain, but it could be Tartessus on 
the southeast coast of Spain. The city represents the 
most distant place known to the Israelites. Joppa was 
about 50 miles southwest of Jonah’s hometown in 
the opposite direction from Nineveh. 

1:4-5 the LorD sent out a great wind. Throughout 
the Book of Jonah, the Lord shows Himself sovereign 
over every aspect of creation. In this case, the storm 


at sea was so ferocious that even the experienced 
mariners were afraid. 

1:9 1am a Hebrew. With these words, Jonah identi- 
fied himself with the people of the Lord’s covenant 
(Gen. 14:13). | fear the Lorp. Fear here indicates an 
ongoing activity of awe before the Lord, of piety in 
His presence, of obedience to His word, and of sav- 
ing faith (Gen. 22:12; Ex. 20:20; Prov. 1:7). Yet Jonah’s 
actions contradicted his words. 

1:10 exceedingly afraid. This is the same term for 


1:192 Kin. 14:25  1:2ls. 37:37 ©Gen. 10:11, 12 4Gen. 
18:20 1:3 @ Josh. 19:46 fls.23:1 9Gen.4:16  1:4/Ps. 
107:25 1:5/1Sam. 24:3 1:6/Ps. 107:28 Joel 2:14 
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1008 @ Jonah1:11 
from the presence of the LORD, because 
he had told them. "Then they said to him, 
“What shall we do to you that the sea may 
be calm for us?”—for the sea was growing 
more tempestuous. 

12And he said to them, °“Pick me up and 
throw me into the sea; then the sea will 
become calm for you. For I know that this 
great tempest is because of me.” 

13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to 
return to land, Pbut they could not, for the 
sea continued to grow more tempestuous 
against them. “Therefore they cried out 
to the LORD and said, “We pray, O LORD, 
please do not let us perish for this man’s 
life, and ¢do not charge us with innocent 
blood; for You, O LORD, "have done as it 
pleased You.” !5So they picked up Jonah 
and threw him into the sea, sand the sea 
ceased from its raging. 16Then the men 
tfeared the LORD exceedingly, and offered 
a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows. 


Jonah’s Prayer and Deliverance 

17Now the LorD had prepared a great 
fish to swallow Jonah. And “Jonah was in 
the belly of the fish three days and three 
nights. 


Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God 
from the fish’s belly. 2And he said: 


“T acried out to the LORD because of my 
affliction, 
bAnd He answered me. 


“Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
And You heard my voice. 
3 cFor You cast me into the deep, 
Into the heart of the seas, 
And the floods surrounded me; 


4A]] Your billows and Your waves 
passed over me. 
4 eThen I said, ‘I have been cast out of 
Your sight; 
Yet I will look again ftoward Your holy 
temple.’ 
5 The waters surrounded me, even to 
my soul; 
The deep closed around me; 
Weeds were wrapped around my head. 
6 I went down to the moorings of the 
mountains; 
The earth with its bars closed behind 
me forever; 
Yet You have brought up my “life from 
the pit, 
O LorD, my God. 


7 “When my soul fainted within me, 
Iremembered the LORD; 
iAnd my prayer went up to You, 
Into Your holy temple. 


8 “Those who regard iworthless idols 
Forsake their own Mercy. 
8 But I will *sacrifice to You 
With the voice of thanksgiving; 
I will pay what I have 'vowed. 
mSalvation is of the "LORD.” 


10So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it 
vomited Jonah onto dry land. 


Jonah Preaches at Nineveh 
Now the word of the LORD came to Jo- 
nah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go 
to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to 
it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 
arose and went to Nineveh, according to 
the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was 


“fear” that Jonah used in his statement of piety (v. 9). 
But here the word means to be in terror; it refers to 
overwhelming dread (v. 16). God, the Creator of the 
universe, was after Jonah. And because God was after 
Jonah, He was after the sailors as well. They had every 
right to be afraid (Gen. 12:18; Judg. 15:11). 

1:14 they cried out to the Lorb. lronically, the pagan 
sailors prayed to the Lord on behalf of the Lord’s 
rebellious prophet. Jonah needed God's grace as 
much as Nineveh did. as it pleased You. The narrator 
skillfully uses the sailors’ words to express one of the 
book's themes: the Lord is free to act as He wills. 

1:17 the Lorp had prepared a great fish. God sent 
the fish—not a whale, as is commonly thought—to 
rescue Jonah from drowning, not to punish him 
(ch. 2). Three days and three nights may refer to one 
full day and portions of two more (Gen. 30:36; Ex. 
3:18; 1 Sam. 30:12). Jesus Christ said that His death and 
resurrection were foreshadowed by Jonah’s experi- 
ence (Matt. 12:39-40; 16:4; Luke 11:29). 

2:2 I cried...I cried. These terms come from two dif- 
ferent verbs. The first is a more general term mean- 
ing “to call aloud,” with a wide range of usage in the 
Bible. The second is a term that means a “cry for help,” 
particularly as a scream to God (Ps. 5:2; 18:6; 22:24; 
88:13; 119:146). 

2:4 | will look again toward Your holy temple. The 
man who had run from God's presence was alone, yet 


he clung to the hope that God would not abandon 
him. The temple, the sanctuary in Jerusalem (Deut. 
12:5-7; Ps. 48; 79:1; Heb. 9:24), was the symbol of 
God's presence. 

2:6 the moorings of the mountains. Jonah pictures 
himself so deep in the sea that it is as if he had found 
the deepest place possible. pit. This term, along with 
hell (v. 2), is used to describe the realm of the dead 
(ob 33:24; Ps. 30:9; 49:9). 

2:9 | will sacrifice to You... voice of thanksgiving. 
This vow is common in the Psalms (Ps. 13:6; 142:7). 
| will pay what I have vowed. Jonah declares that 
he will keep his promise, a pledge both to sacrifice 
and to acknowledge God's help (Job 22:27; Ps. 50:14; 
66:13; Rom. 6:13; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

2:10 the Lorp spoke to the fish. The focus in the 
story of Jonah is on the Lord’s sovereign control over 
creation to bring about His purpose. 

3:1-2 the word of the Lorp came to Jonah the sec- 
ond time. Jonah’s new commission was essentially 
the same as the one he had received in 1:1. 


1:12 ° John 11:50 
TPs. 115:3 
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an exceedingly great city, a three-day 
journey* in extent. 4And Jonah began to 
enter the city on the first day’s walk. Then 
ahe cried out and said, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 


The People of Nineveh Believe 

5So the »people of Nineveh believed 
God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sack- 
cloth, from the greatest to the least of them. 
6Then word came to the king of Nineveh; 
and he arose from his throne and laid aside 
his robe, covered himself with sackcloth 
cand sat in ashes. 74And he caused it to 
be proclaimed and published throughout 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his 
nobles, saying, 


Let neither man nor beast, herd nor 
flock, taste anything; do not let them 
eat, or drink water. 8But let man and 
beast be covered with sackcloth, and 
cry mightily to God; yes, elet every one 
turn from his evil way and from the 
violence that is in his hands. 9’Who can 
tell if God will turn and relent, and turn 
away from His fierce anger, so that we 
may not perish? 


10hThen God saw their works, that they 
turned from their evil way; and God re- 
lented from the disaster that He had said 
He would bring upon them, and He did not 
do it. 


Jonah’s Anger and God's Kindness 
But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, 
and he became angry. 2So he prayed to 

the LorD, and said, “Ah, LORD, was not this 

what I said when I was still in my country? 

Therefore I ¢fled previously to Tarshish; for 


Jonah 4:11 @ 1009 
I know that You are a »gracious and mer- 
ciful God, slow to anger and abundant in 
lovingkindness, One who relents from do- 
ing harm. 3cTherefore now, O LORD, please 
take my life from me, for 4it is better for me 
to die than to live!” 

4Then the LorD said, “Is it right for you 
to be angry?” 

5So Jonah went out of the city and sat 
on the east side of the city. There he made 
himself a shelter and sat under it in the 
shade, till he might see what would become 
of the city. 6And the LORD God prepared 
a plant* and made it come up over Jonah, 
that it might be shade for his head to de- 
liver him from his misery. So Jonah was 
very grateful for the plant. 7But as morn- 
ing dawned the next day God prepared a 
worm, and it so damaged the plant that it 
withered. 8And it happened, when the sun 
arose, that God prepared a vehement east 
wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so 
that he grew faint. Then he wished death 
for himself, and said, e“It is better for me to 
die than to live.” 

§9Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for 
you to be angry about the plant?” 

And he said, “It is right for me to be an- 
gry, even to death!” 

10But the LORD said, “You have had 
pity on the plant for which you have not 
labored, nor made it grow, which came up 
in a night and perished in a night. 4And 
should I not pity Nineveh, ‘that great city, 
in which are more than one hundred and 
twenty thousand persons #who cannot 
discern between their right hand and their 
left—and much livestock?” 


* 3:3 Exact meaning unknown *4:6 Hebrew 
kikayon, exact identity unknown 


3:5 the people of Nineveh believed God. The term 
used for God here is the general term for deity. In 
contrast, the sailors in chapter 1 proclaimed faith 
in the Lord, using the personal, covenant name for 
God (1:16). The fact that the writer does not use the 
personal name for God here may suggest that the 
Ninevites had a short-lived or imperfect understand- 
ing of God's message. History bears this out. We have 
no historical record of a lasting period of belief in 
Nineveh. Eventually the city was destroyed in 612 B.c. 
3:10 God relented. The Ninevites’ repentance moved 
the Lord to extend grace and mercy to them. 

4:1 displeased. Jonah’s irritation belied the good 
news that the city would be spared God's judg- 
ment, but he was unable to appreciate the parallel. 
Jonah... became angry. |n contrast to God, Jonah 
had no compassion on the people of Nineveh. 

4:5 till he might see what would become of the 
city. In his continuing stubbornness and lack of com- 
passion, Jonah held out hope that God would judge 
Nineveh. This was God's chief complaint against him 
(Ps. 58). 


4:7 God prepared a worm. The Book of Jonah 
depicts the Lord as both sovereign and free to act in 
creation. God placed the worm in the plant to serve as 
His agent in Jonah’s life. 

4:9 right for me to be angry. Jonah’s anger (v. 1) did 
not arise from a desire for justice, but from his own 
selfishness. He continued to justify his rebellious atti- 
tude. And again, God was merciful. 

4:11 pity. The same word used to describe Jonah’s 
feeling toward the plant in verse 10 is used for God's 
feeling toward the people of Nineveh. People are of 
more value than animals and animals of more value 
than plants, but the Lord has a concern that extends 
to all of His creation. The Lord’s compassion comes 
rom His character (v. 2; Joel 2:13-14). 
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THE BOOK OF 


MICAH 


> AUTHOR: Micah was from Moresheth Gath (1:14) which was located about 25 
miles southwest of Jerusalem, near Gath. Although Micah was not as politically 
aware as Isaiah or Daniel, he showed a profound concern for the suffering of the 
people and had a clear sense of his prophetic calling. A contemporary of Isaiah and 
Hosea, Micah may have been a farmer-turned-prophet like Amos. 

> TIME: c. 735-710 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Mic. 6:8 

> THEME: Micah was from a town in southwestern Judah. His message was direct- 
ed at both capital cities, Samaria and Jerusalem. He was probably around when the 
Assyrians destroyed Samaria in 722 B.c., and may have even lived through the siege 
of Jerusalem by Assyria. Micah’s message comes out of unique visions from God. In 
effect he saw things that others couldn't, such as the prophecy of Bethlehem as the 


birthplace of Christ. 


The word of the LORD that came to 

aMicah of Moresheth in the days of 
bJotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria 
and Jerusalem. 


As Coming Judgment on Israel 
Hear, all you peoples! 
Listen, O earth, and all that is in it! 
Let the Lord GoD be a witness against 
you, 
The Lord from ¢His holy temple. 


3 For behold, the LORD is coming out of 
His place; 
He will come down 
And tread on the high places of the 
earth. 
4 dThe mountains will melt under Him, 
And the valleys will split 
Like wax before the fire, 
Like waters poured down a steep 
place. 
5 All this is for the transgression of 
Jacob 


And for the sins of the house of 
Israel. 

What is the transgression of 
Jacob? 

Is it not Samaria? 

And what are the ¢high places of 
Judah? 

Are they not Jerusalem? 


6 “Therefore I will make Samaria fa heap 
of ruins in the field, 
Places for planting a vineyard; 
I will pour down her stones into the 
valley, 
And I will uncover her 
foundations. 
7 Allher carved images shall be beaten 
to pieces, 
And all her "pay as a harlot shall be 
burned with the fire; 
All her idols I will lay desolate, 
For she gathered it from the pay of a 
harlot, 
And they shall return to the ‘pay of a 
harlot.” 


1:1 Micah. The name means “who is like the Lord?” 
The question presents a major biblical theme, the 
idea that God is incomparable (7:18; Deut. 4:32-40; 
Ps. 113:4—-6). Micah’s ministry centered on the Assyr- 
ian threat to Samaria, the capital of Israel, that was 
destroyed in 722 B.c. and Jerusalem, the capital of 
Judah. 

1:3 the LorD is coming. This is the language of epiph- 
any, the dramatic coming of God to earth, here in a 
solemn procession of judgment. In other texts the 
language of epiphany is used to describe God's dra- 
matic acts of deliverance (Ps. 18:7-19). 

1:5 Jacob. The name is used to refer to the northern 
kingdom of Israel, whose transgression was centered 


in its capital Samaria. high places. Jerusalem, which 
was once “beautiful in elevation” (Ps. 48:2), was noth- 
ing more than another platform of pagan worship, 
like the “high places” of the Canaanites. 

1:7 she gathered it from the pay of a harlot. \dola- 
try is often described in the Hebrew Bible as spiritual 
adultery (Jer. 3:1; Hos. 4:15). Israel is pictured here as a 
wife who is unfaithful to her husband. This is not just 
a metaphor, however; the worship system of Canaan 
was sexual in nature. 


1:17 Jer. 26:18 ls. 1:1 
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Mourning for Israel and Judah 


8 


10 
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Therefore I will wail and howl, 
I will go stripped and naked; 
i] will make a wailing like the 
jackals 
And a mourning like the ostriches, 
For her wounds are incurable. 
For 2it has come to Judah; 
It has come to the gate of My people— 
To Jerusalem. 


'Tell it not in Gath, 

Weep not at all; 

In Beth Aphrah* 

Roll yourself in the dust. 

Pass by in naked shame, you 
inhabitant of Shaphir; 

The inhabitant of Zaanan* does not 
go out. 

Beth Ezel mourns; 

Its place to stand is taken away from 
you. 


For the inhabitant of Maroth pined* for 
good, 

But “disaster came down from the 
LORD 

To the gate of Jerusalem. 

O inhabitant of "Lachish, 

Harness the chariot to the swift 
steeds 

(She was the beginning of sin to the 
daughter of Zion), 

For the transgressions of Israel were 
ofound in you. 


Therefore you shall Pgive presents to 
Moresheth Gath;* 

The houses of ¢Achzib* shall be a lie to 
the kings of Israel. 

I will yet bring an heir to you, 
O inhabitant of "Mareshah;* 

The glory of Israel shall come to 
sAdullam. 

Make yourself ‘bald and cut off your 
hair, 


Micah2:5 ™ 1011 


Because of your “precious children; 

Enlarge your baldness like an 
eagle, 

For they shall go from you into 
veaptivity. 


Woe to Evildoers 
Woe to those who devise iniquity, 
And work out evil on their beds! 
At ¢morning light they practice it, 
Because it is in the power of their 
hand. 
2 They »covet fields and take them by 
violence, 
Also houses, and seize them. 
So they oppress a man and his 
house, 
Aman and his inheritance. 


3Therefore thus says the LORD: 


“Behold, against this -family Iam 
devising disaster, 
From which you cannot remove your 
necks; 
Nor shall you walk haughtily, 
For this is an evil time. 
4 Inthat day one shall take up a proverb 
against you, 
And ¢lament with a bitter lamentation, 
saying: 
‘We are utterly destroyed! 
He has changed the heritage of my 
people; 
How He has removed it from me! 
To a turncoat He has divided our 
fields.’” 


5 Therefore you will have no one to 
determine boundaries* by lot 
In the assembly of the LORD. 


*1:10 Literally House of Dust * 1:11 Literally 
Going Out *1:12 Literally was sick * 1:14 Liter- 
ally Possession of Gath ¢ Literally Lie * 1:15 Lit- 
erally Inheritance *2:5 Literally one casting a 
surveyor’s line 


1:8 stripped and naked. Micah’s words describe 
mourning rites in which outer garments were laid 
aside in deep humility. The mourning person thought 
no longer about himself but only about the calamity 
that had overcome his senses. 

1:10 in Gath. The reference here is to the lament of 
David in his mourning over the death of Saul and 
Jonathan (2 Sam. 1:20). Just as it was unseemly then 
to have the bad news of God’s people profaned in 
a foreign city, so it would be in the present circum- 
stance. 

1:12 Maroth. This name means “bitterness.” The 
name Jerusalem suggests “peace.” Thus, the inhabi- 
tants of the “town of bitterness” would be sickened 
with dread, and the inhabitants of the “town of 
peace” would experience God's judgments. 

1:16 cut off your hair. This would have been the ulti- 
mate sign of mourning in a culture in which a man’s 
hair was highly valued. 

2:1-2 devise iniquity... covet. The ethical teaching 
of the prophets regularly included oracles of judg- 
ment against greed, theft, and oppression, actions of 


the powerful in attacking the weak. To covet is not 
just to have a passing thought; it is a determination to 
seize what is not one’s own. 

2:4 To a turncoat He has divided our fields. God 
would take the property rights from those who had 
seized them illegally and give them to people who 
were even more reprobate than they were. 

2:5-6 no one to determine boundaries. Land-grab- 
bers would no longer have a legitimate claim among 
God's people. God would dispossess them even as 
they had dispossessed others. Do not prattle. These 
words may have been a strong warning to Micah not 
to be like the lying prophets who counseled that all 
was well in the land. 
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1012 @ Micah 2:6 
Lying Prophets 
6 “Do not prattle,” you say to those who 
prophesy. 
So they shall not prophesy to you;* 
They shall not return insult for insult.* 
7 You who are named the house of 
Jacob: 
“Is the Spirit of the LORD restricted? 
Are these His doings? 
Do not My words do good 
To him who walks uprightly? 


8 “Lately My people have risen up as an 
enemy— 
You pull off the robe with the garment 
From those who trust you, as they 
pass by, 
Like men returned from war. 
9 The women of My people you cast out 
From their pleasant houses; 
From their children 
You have taken away My glory forever. 


10 “Arise and depart, 
For this is not your frest; 
Because it is ¢defiled, it shall destroy, 
Yes, with utter destruction. 
ll If aman should walk in a false spirit 
And speak a lie, saying, 
‘I will prophesy to you of wine and 
drink,’ 
Even he would be the “prattler of this 
people. 


Israel Restored 
12 “Ji will surely assemble all of you, 
O Jacob, 
I will surely gather the remnant of 
Israel; 
I will put them together ‘like sheep of 
the fold,* 
Like a flock in the midst of their 
pasture; 
kThey shall make a loud noise because 
of so many people. 
13. The one who breaks open will come 
up before them; 
They will break out, 
Pass through the gate, 
And go out by it; 
'Their king will pass before them, 
mWith the LorD at their head.” 


Wicked Rulers and Prophets 
And I said: 


“Hear now, O heads of Jacob, 
And you ¢rulers of the house of Israel: 
bIs it not for you to know justice? 

2 You who hate good and love evil; 
Who strip the skin from My people,* 
And the flesh from their bones; 

3 Who also ceat the flesh of My people, 
Flay their skin from them, 

Break their bones, 

And chop them in pieces 

Like meat for the pot, 
dLike flesh in the caldron.” 


4 Then ethey will cry to the LORD, 
But He will not hear them; 
He will even hide His face from them 
at that time, 
Because they have been evil in their 
deeds. 


5 Thus says the LORD fconcerning the 
prophets 
Who make my people stray; 
Who chant “Peace” 
While they 2chew with their teeth, 
But who prepare war against him 
hWho puts nothing into their mouths: 
6 “Therefore! you shall have night 
without vision, 
And you shall have darkness without 
divination; 
The sun shall go down on the 
prophets, 
And the day shall be dark for ‘them. 
7 So the seers shall be ashamed, 
And the diviners abashed; 
Indeed they shall all cover their lips; 
kFor there is no answer from God.” 


8 But truly I am full of power by the 
Spirit of the LORD, 
And of justice and might, 
'To declare to Jacob his 
transgression 
And to Israel his sin. 


* 2:6 Literally to these ¢ Vulgate reads He 
shall not take shame. *2:12 Hebrew Bozrah 
* 3:2 Literally them 


2:12-13 assemble... gather... put them together. 
The verbs are emphatic, demonstrating the certainty 
of God’s determination to bring to pass His good 
pleasure on His people (Deut. 30:1-6). They will 
break out. This phrase speaks of regathering Israel 
from wherever the people may have been scattered. 
3:1 Is it not for you to know justice? The idea here is 
that one might not expect justice from pagan lead- 
ers in a faraway place. But the rulers of the people of 
God were expected to emphasize justice. Justice is 
one of the key concepts of the law (Deut. 10:18; 32:4; 
33:21). Perverting justice was strongly prohibited by 
God (Deut. 16:19; 24:17), yet this was precisely what 
the leaders of Judah were doing. They had used their 
authority to destroy justice rather than to establish it 
among the people. 


3:5-7 concerning the prophets. This oracle was 
against false prophets who proclaimed peace, caus- 
ing the people to be unprepared for trouble. These 
prophets would have neither true prophetic insight, 
nor help from the forbidden arts of divination. Finally, 
they would have nothing to say, for there would be 
no answer from God. 
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9 Now hear this, 

You heads of the house of Jacob 

And rulers of the house of Israel, 

Who abhor justice 

And pervert all equity, 

10mWho build up Zion with "bloodshed 
And Jerusalem with iniquity: 
ll oHer heads judge for a bribe, 
PHer priests teach for pay, 

And her prophets divine for money. 
aYet they lean on the LORD, and say, 
“Is not the LORD among us? 

No harm can come upon us.” 

12 Therefore because of you 

Zion shall be "plowed like a field, 
sJerusalem shall become heaps of 

ruins, 

And tthe mountain of the temple* 

Like the bare hills of the forest. 


The Lorp’s Reign in Zion 

Now it shall come to pass in the latter 
days 

That the mountain of the LORD’s 
house 

Shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, 

And shall be exalted above the hills; 

And peoples shall flow to it. 

2 Many nations shall come and say, 
“Come, and let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, 

To the house of the God of Jacob; 

He will teach us His ways, 

And we shall walk in His paths.” 

For out of Zion the law shall go forth, 

And the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 

3 He shall judge between many peoples, 
And rebuke strong nations afar off; 
They shall beat their swords into 

bplowshares, 
And their spears into pruning hooks; 
Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, 
cNeither shall they learn war 
anymore.* 


Micah 4:10 @ 1013 
4 dBut everyone shall sit under his vine 
and under his fig tree, 
And no one shall make them afraid; 
For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has 
spoken. 
5 For all people walk each in the name 
of his god, 
But ¢we will walk in the name of the 
LORD our God 
Forever and ever. 


Zion’s Future Triumph 
6 “In that day,” says the LORD, 
fT will assemble the lame, 
8] will gather the outcast 
And those whom I have afflicted; 
7 Twill make the lame “a remnant, 
And the outcast a strong nation; 
So the LorD iwill reign over them in 
Mount Zion 
From now on, even forever. 
8 And you, O tower of the flock, 
The stronghold of the daughter of 
Zion, 
To you shall it come, 
Even the former dominion shall 
come, 
The kingdom of the daughter of 
Jerusalem.” 


Now why do you cry aloud? 

iJs there no king in your midst? 

Has your counselor perished? 

For kpangs have seized you like a 
woman in labor. 

10 Bein pain, and labor to bring forth, 

O daughter of Zion, 

Like a woman in birth pangs. 

For now you shall go forth from the 
city, 

You shall dwell in the field, 

And to ‘Babylon you shall go. 

There you shall be delivered; 

There the "LORD will "redeem you 

From the hand of your enemies. 


* 3:12 Literally house *4:3 Compare Isaiah 2:2-4 


3:11 bribe... pay...money. The wicked leaders and 
prophets of Israel worked only when they could gain 
something from it. Needless to say, if justice had to 
be paid for, it would not be justice. Is not the Lorp 
among us? Many people of Jerusalem believed 
that they would not be affected by God's judgment 
because God Himself dwelled in the holy temple in 
Jerusalem. They reasoned that, despite their evils, as 
long as God was in His temple they were safe—even 
from divine judgment. What people refused to be- 
lieve was that God might leave His temple because of 
the sinfulness of the people (Ezek. 10). 

4:1 inthe latter days. This is an indication of a proph- 
ecy of end times. 

4:2 we shall walk in His paths. Unlike the people 
of Micah’s generation who were strangers to justice 
(3:1), the peoples of the coming kingdom will be obe- 
dient to God. 

4:3 swords ... spears. All weapons of destruction 
will be recycled into tools of production. There will 


finally be an end to conflict. War will not even be a 
subject for study any more. 

4:4 vine... fig tree. Both are symbols of peace and 
prosperity (Zech. 3:10). 

4:7 remnant. The majority of people in Israel did 
not live their lives in faith and dedication to the Lord. 
However, true faith never really died out in Israel, 
even in the worst of times. 

4:9-10 like a woman in labor. The troubles of the 
present moment would lead finally to the birth of a 
deliverer. to Babylon you shall go. This refers to the 
exile. 
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3:11 ls. 1:23 PJer. 


1014. @ Micah 4:11 
11 oNow also many nations have gathered 
against you, 
Who say, “Let her be defiled, 
And let our eye "look upon Zion.” 
12 But they do not know “the thoughts of 
the LORD, 
Nor do they understand His counsel; 
For He will gather them ‘like sheaves 
to the threshing floor. 


13 “Arises and ‘thresh, O daughter of Zion; 
For I will make your horn iron, 
And I will make your hooves bronze; 
You shall ubeat in pieces many 
peoples; 
v] will consecrate their gain to the LORD, 
And their substance to the Lord of 
the whole earth.” 


Now gather yourself in troops, 

O daughter of troops; 

He has laid siege against us; 

They will “strike the judge of Israel 
with a rod on the cheek. 


The Coming Messiah 

2 “But you, "Bethlehem ¢Ephrathah, 
Though you are little 4among the 

ethousands of Judah, 
Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 
The One to be ‘Ruler in Israel, 
sWhose goings forth are from of old, 

From everlasting.” 


3 Therefore He shall give them up, 
Until the time that "she who is in labor 
has given birth; 
Then ‘the remnant of His brethren 
Shall return to the children of Israel. 
4 And He shall stand and ‘feed His flock 
In the strength of the LORD, 
In the majesty of the name of the LORD 
His God; 
And they shall abide, 
For now He &shall be great 
To the ends of the earth; 
5 And this One !shall be peace. 


Judgment on Israel’s Enemies 
When the Assyrian comes into our 
land, 
And when he treads in our palaces, 


Then we will raise against him 

Seven shepherds and eight princely 
men. 

6 They shall waste with the sword the 

land of Assyria, 

And the land of "Nimrod at its 
entrances; 

Thus He shall "deliver us from the 
Assyrian, 

When he comes into our land 

And when he treads within our borders. 


7 Then cthe remnant of Jacob 
Shall be in the midst of many peoples, 
PLike dew from the LorD, 
Like showers on the grass, 
That tarry for no man 
Nor wait for the sons of men. 
8 And the remnant of Jacob 
Shall be among the Gentiles, 
In the midst of many peoples, 
Like a “lion among the beasts of the 
forest, 
Like a young lion among flocks of 
sheep, 
Who, if he passes through, 
Both treads down and tears in pieces, 
And none can deliver. 
8 Your hand shall be lifted against your 
adversaries, 
And all your enemies shall be cut off. 


10 “And it shall be in that day,” says the 
LORD, 
“That I will "cut off your shorses from 
your midst 
And destroy your ‘chariots. 
ll | will cut off the cities of your land 
And throw down all your 
strongholds. 
12 | will cut off sorceries from your hand, 
And you shall have no “soothsayers. 
13 vYour carved images I will also cut off, 
And your sacred pillars from your 
midst; 
You shall “no more worship the work 
of your hands; 
4 J will pluck your wooden images* from 
your midst; 
Thus I will destroy your cities. 


* 5:14 Hebrew Asherim, Canaanite deities 


4:13 Arise and thresh. The nations would be gath- 
ered by the Lord like sheaves on the threshing floor (v. 
12). This is a way of speaking of the final victory over 
all of Israel's foes. 

5:2 Bethlehem. This name means “house of bread.” 
Ephrathanh. This locates the village in a known region 
in Judah (Gen. 35:16). This prophecy figures signifi- 
cantly in the New Testament story of the visit of the 
wise men to the Christ child (Matt. 2:1-12). goings 
forth. The birth of this Savior King would be unlike 
the birth of any other, because He was preexistent. 
He is “from everlasting.” 

5:3 she who is in labor. This probably refers to Zion 
(4:10). The metaphor refers to the deliverance in the 
end time of those who will be able to delight in the 
coming of God's kingdom (4:9—5:1). 


5:7 dew... showers. Jewish people are blessings 
from God on their neighbors. 

5:10 | will cut off. It was God's intention to destroy 
the evils in Israel's society. Horses and chariots rep- 
resent the pride of Israel’s military power. Israel’s 
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15 And I will xexecute vengeance in 
anger and fury 
On the nations that have not heard.”* 


God Pleads with Israel 
Hear now what the LORD says: 


“Arise, plead your case before the 

mountains, 

And let the hills hear your voice. 

2 aHear, O you mountains, >the LORD’s 

complaint, 

And you strong foundations of the 
earth; 

For cthe LORD has a complaint against 
His people, 

And He will contend with Israel. 


3 “O My people, what ¢have I done to you? 
And how have I ewearied you? 
Testify against Me. 
4 fFor I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, 
I redeemed you from the house of 
bondage; 
And I sent before you Moses, Aaron, 
and Miriam. 
5 O My people, remember now 
What ¢Balak king of Moab counseled, 
And what Balaam the son of Beor 
answered him, 
From Acacia Grove* to Gilgal, 
That you may know "the righteousness 
of the LORD.” 


6 With what shall I come before the LORD, 
And bow myself before the High God? 
Shall I come before Him with burnt 

offerings, 
With calves a year old? 

7 iWill the LORD be pleased with 

thousands of rams, 
Ten thousand jrivers of oil? 
kShall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, 
The fruit of my body for the sin of my 
soul? 


8 Hehas!shown you, O man, what is 
good; 
And what does the LORD require of you 
But to do justly, 
To love mercy, 
And to walk humbly with your God? 


Micah7:1 @ 1015 

Punishment of Israel’s Injustice 

9 The LorD’s voice cries to the city— 
Wisdom shall see Your name: 


“Hear the rod! 
Who has appointed it? 
10 Are there yet the treasures of 
wickedness 
In the house of the wicked, 
And the short measure that is an 
abomination? 
1! Shall I count pure those with "the 
wicked scales, 
And with the bag of deceitful weights? 
12 For her rich men are full of °violence, 
Her inhabitants have spoken lies, 
And Ptheir tongue is deceitful in their 
mouth. 


13 “Therefore I will also ¢make you sick by 
striking you, 
By making you desolate because of 
your sins. 
4 rYou shall eat, but not be satisfied; 
Hunger* shall be in your midst. 
You may carry some away,* but shall 
not save them; 
And what you do rescue I will give 
over to the sword. 


15 “You shall ssow, but not reap; 
You shall tread the olives, but not 
anoint yourselves with oil; 
And make sweet wine, but not drink 
wine. 
16 For the statutes of ‘Omri are kept; 
All the works of Ahab’s house are done; 
And you walk in their counsels, 
That I may make you a desolation, 
And your inhabitants a hissing. 
Therefore you shall bear the Yreproach 
of My people.”* 


Sorrow for Israel's Sins 
Woe is me! 
For I am like those who gather 
summer fruits, 


*5:15 Or obeyed *6:5 Hebrew Shittim (compare 
Numbers 25:1; Joshua 2:1; 3:1) *6:14 Or Empti- 
ness or Humiliation ¢ Targum and Vulgate read 
You shall take hold. *6:16 Following Masoretic 
Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads of 
nations. 


tendency was to rely on its own military power rather 
than on the Lord. 

6:1-2 mountains .. . hills. These were among the 
witnesses to the covenant that God made with His 
people (Deut. 4:26; 32:1; Is. 1:2). 

6:7 Will the Lorp be pleased. The idea of bringing 
pleasure to God through sacrifice is found elsewhere 
in the Bible. God is pleased with those who do as He 
commands (Gen. 4:1-8). 

6:8 what does the LorD require of you. This verse 
speaks of the underlying attitudes that must accom- 
pany all true worship. The idea here is that God 
seeks certain characteristics of true worship from His 
people. do justly... love mercy... walk humbly. 
These three phrases summarize biblical piety in true 


worship. The majority of the people of Israel had vio- 
lated each of these standards repeatedly. with your 
God. |t is the Lord who ultimately gives a person 
strength, courage, and ability to exercise the virtues 
of godly living. 

7:1-2 Woe is me. Micah was moved by the oracles 
of judgment that God delivered through him (1:8). 
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1016 @& Micah 7:2 
Like those who ¢glean vintage 
grapes; 
There is no cluster to eat 
Of the first-ripe fruit which my soul 
desires. 
2 The cfaithful man has perished from 
the earth, 
And there is no one upright among 
men. 
They all lie in wait for blood; 
dEvery man hunts his brother with a 
net. 


3 That they may successfully do evil 
with both hands— 
The prince asks for gifts, 
The judge seeks a bribe, 
And the great man utters his evil 
desire; 
So they scheme together. 
4 The best of them is like a brier; 
The most upright is sharper than a 
thorn hedge; 
The day of your watchman and your 
punishment comes; 
Now shall be their perplexity. 


5 Do not trust in a friend; 
Do not put your confidence in a 
companion; 
Guard the doors of your mouth 
From her who lies in your "bosom. 
6 For ‘son dishonors father, 
Daughter rises against her mother, 
Daughter-in-law against her mother- 
in-law; 
A man’s enemies are the men of his 
own household. 
7 Therefore I will look to the LORD; 
I will ‘wait for the God of my 
salvation; 
My God will hear me. 


Israel’s Confession and Comfort 
8 kDo not rejoice over me, my enemy; 
'When I fall, I will arise; 
When I sit in darkness, 
The LorD will be a light to me. 

9 mJ] will bear the indignation of the LORD, 
Because I have sinned against Him, 
Until He pleads my "case 
And executes justice for me. 


He will bring me forth to the light; 
I will see His righteousness. 

10 Then she who is my enemy will see, 
And “shame will cover her who said 

to me, 
p“Where is the LORD your God?” 

My eyes will see her; 
Now she will be trampled down 
Like mud in the streets. 


1 Inthe day when your ¢walls are to be 
built, 
In that day the decree shall go far and 
wide.* 

12 In that day "they* shall come to you 
From Assyria and the fortified cities,* 
From the fortress* to the River,* 

From sea to sea, 
And mountain to mountain. 

13 Yet the land shall be desolate 
Because of those who dwell in it, 

And sfor the fruit of their deeds. 


God Will Forgive Israel 
Shepherd Your people with Your staff, 
The flock of Your heritage, 
Who dwell solitarily in a ‘woodland, 
In the midst of Carmel; 
Let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, 
As in days of old. 


15 “Asu in the days when you came out of 
the land of Egypt, 
I will show them* vwonders.” 


16 The nations “shall see and be 
ashamed of all their might; 
xThey shall put their hand over their 
mouth; 
Their ears shall be deaf. 
17 They shall lick the »dust like a serpent; 
zThey shall crawl from their holes like 
snakes of the earth. 
aThey shall be afraid of the LORD our 
God, 
And shall fear because of You. 


*7:11 Or the boundary shall be extended 

* 7:12 Literally he, collective of the captives 

e Hebrew arey mazor, possibly cities of 

Egypt ¢ Hebrew mazor, possibly Egypt ¢ That is, 
the Euphrates *7:15 Literally him, collective for 
the captives 


There is not a cluster. For Micah, the harvest was over. 
There was nothing around him but undesirable fruit. 
The faithful man has perished. The norms of soci- 
ety had broken down; everyone was out to destroy 
someone else. 

7:3-4 with both hands. The people were pursuing 
evil with gusto. The leaders of the state were leading 
the way in evil (3:11). The day of your watchman. 
This refers to the time when people needed to be 
alert for the approach of an enemy army. In this con- 
text, judgment was imminent. 

7:7 | will look to the Lorb. While there would need 
to be a watchman for the coming of an enemy army, 
Micah was going to look for the advent of the Lord. 
7:8-9 I have sinned. This is the confession of the 
people in saving faith. 


7:11-12 In the day. These words call attention to a 
future day, the time of the end. 

7:16-17 nations shall see and be ashamed. The 
response of the wicked nations to the renewed mer- 
cies of God on His people would be terror. The nations 
would be humiliated because they had taunted Israel 
in the day of its trouble (vv. 8-10). 
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18 bWho is a God like You, 
cPardoning iniquity 
And passing over the transgression of 
athe remnant of His heritage? 


eHe does not retain His anger forever, 
Because He delights in fmercy. 
19 He will again have compassion on us, 
And will subdue our iniquities. 


Micah 7:20 ™@ 1017 


You will cast all our* sins 
Into the depths of the sea. 
20 You will give truth to Jacob 
And mercy to Abraham, 
hWhich You have sworn to our fathers 
From days of old. 


*7:19 Literally their 


7:18-20 God’s Mercy—There is a significant pas- 
sage on mercy or love like this in every book in the 
Old Testament. God wants His people to succeed 
and be prosperous. He wants the best for them. He 
is always eager to restore them. He protects, directs, 
sustains, and covenants with them. His steadfast love 
is characterized by faithfulness in spite of constant 
wandering in unfaithfulness. 

In the New Testament, it is also easy to find pas- 
sages in every book where someone is being judged. 
Usually it’s the religious people who have set them- 
selves up in God's place or those who have turned 
away from God when they should know better who 
are condemned. 

The Old Testament predicts, leads toward, and 
sets the scene for the ultimate judgment of the New 
Testament. The entire Bible consistently points to 
the kind of creatures we are because of the fall and 
sin. Only God has the ultimate solution in Christ. God 
subjects Himself to that ultimate judgment for us so 
that all of His love for us may be realized. It’s amystery 


that we can solve only in our hearts by accepting and 
believing its implications. 

Every day our prayer needs to be, “Lord, my sins 
are ever with me. | deserve Your judgment. Thank You 
for the great mercy I've received through Jesus’ death 
for me. That He died in my place must always be the 
primary reality in my life.” 

7:18 Who is a God like You. These words speak of the 
incomparability of God. There is nothing in all of cre- 
ation to compare with God (Is. 40:25). 

7:20 which You have sworn. This last verse is remi- 
niscent of God's promise to Abraham in Genesis 12; 
15; 22 and His promises to Jacob in Genesis 32. The 
Lord had sworn to fulfill His promises to the patri- 
archs. He would not—could not—leave His promise 
unfulfilled (Ps. 89:33). 
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THE BOOK OF 


NAHUM 


> AUTHOR: The only mention of Nahum in the Old Testament is found in 1:1 where 
he is called an Elkoshite. Scholars have been unable to determine the exact loca- 
tion of Elkosh and numerous theories exist, but due to his interest in the triumph 
of Judah (1:15; 2:2), some believe Nahum to be a prophet of the southern kingdom. 


> TIME: c. 660 B.c. 


> KEY VERSES: Nah. 1:7-8 


> THEME: Nahum is unique in that it is a prophecy addressed completely to a na- 
tion other than Israel: Assyria and its capital Nineveh. While Nineveh may be pow- 
erful, her day of destruction is coming. Nineveh is not invincible. The message is 
that God’s standards apply to all nations, not just Israel and Judah. They need to be 
prepared to live by those standards or face judgment. 


The burden* ¢against Nineveh. The book 


of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. 


God! s Wrath on His Enemies 
God is ®jealous, and the LORD avenges; 
The LORD avenges and is furious. 
The LorD will take vengeance on His 
adversaries, 
And He reserves wrath for His enemies; 
3 The Lor» is ‘slow to anger and ¢great 
in power, 
And will not at all acquit the wicked. 


eThe LORD has His way 
In the whirlwind and in the storm, 
And the clouds are the dust of His feet. 
4 fHe rebukes the sea and makes it dry, 
And dries up all the rivers. 
Bashan and Carmel wither, 
And the flower of Lebanon wilts. 
5 The mountains quake before Him, 
The hills melt, 
And the earth heaves* at His presence, 
Yes, the world and all who dwell in it. 


6 Who can stand before His 
indignation? 
And who can endure the fierceness of 
His anger? 
His fury is poured out like fire, 


And the rocks are thrown down by 
Him. 
7 iThe LorD is good, 
A stronghold in the day of trouble; 
And /He knows those who trust in Him. 
8 But with an overflowing flood 
He will make an utter end of its place, 
And darkness will pursue His 
enemies. 


9 kWhat do you conspire against the 
LORD? 
'He will make an utter end of it. 
Affliction will not rise up a second time. 
10 For while tangled “like thorns, 
nAnd while drunken like drunkards, 
oThey shall be devoured like stubble 
fully dried. 
11 From you comes forth one 
Who plots evil against the LORD, 
A wicked counselor. 


122Thus says the LORD: 


“Though they are safe, and likewise 
many, 

Yet in this manner they will be Pcut 
down 


*1:1 Ororacle *1:5 Targum reads burns. 


1:2 jealous, and the LorD avenges. The repetition 
of words and the use of parallel terms are typical 
devices in Hebrew poetry for intensifying and sharp- 
ening the poet's message. 

1:3 whirlwind... storm... clouds. The peoples 
of the ancient Middle East worshiped nature gods, 
particularly deities associated with storms, clouds, 
and rainfall. In Canaan, this fixation on storms was 
centered in the worship of Baal and his consorts Anat 
and Asherah. The Scriptures testify that there are no 
gods but the Lord; it is He who rules and is above all 
creation. 


1:8 flood... end... darkness. The judgment of the 


Lord will be inescapable. The word “flood” is both a 
poetic term for overwhelming devastation and a spe- 
cific reference to the actual manner of Nineveh’s fall. 
It is believed that the invaders of Nineveh entered the 
city through its flooded waterways (2:6). 

1:11 A wicked counselor. “Wicked” is one of the 
harshest terms in biblical language, nearly a curse 


1:19Zeph. 2:13. 1:29Ex.20:5 1:3 Ex. 34:6, 7 4Uob 
9:4] ¢Ps.18:17 1:4fMatt. 8:26 9ls.33:9 1:6 [Mal. 
3:2] 1:7/ Ver. 33:11] /2 Tim. 2:19 1:9 Ps. 2:1 
']Sam.3:12 1:10™2 Sam. 23:6 "Nah. 3:11 ? Mal. 4:1 
1:12? [Is. 10:16-19, 33, 34] 


When he passes through. 
Though I have afflicted you, 
I will afflict you no more; 
13 For now I will break off his yoke from 


you, 
And burst your bonds apart.” 


14 The LORD has given a command 
concerning you: 
“Your name shall be perpetuated no 

longer. 

Out of the house of your gods 

I will cut off the carved image and the 
molded image. 

I will dig your “grave, 

For you are 'vile.” 


15 Behold, on the mountains 

The sfeet of him who brings good 
tidings, 

Who proclaims peace! 

O Judah, keep your appointed feasts, 

Perform your vows. 

For the wicked one shall no more pass 
through you; 

He is ‘utterly cut off. 


The Destruction of Nineveh 
He who scatters* has come up before 
your face. 
Man the fort! 
Watch the road! 
Strengthen your flanks! 
Fortify your power mightily. 


2 For the LORD will restore the 
excellence of Jacob 
Like the excellence of Israel, 
For the emptiers have emptied them 
out 
And ruined their vine branches. 


3 The shields of his mighty men are 
made red, 
The valiant men are in scarlet. 
The chariots come with flaming 
torches 
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In the day of his preparation, 
And the spears are brandished.* 
4 The chariots rage in the streets, 
They jostle one another in the broad 
roads; 
They seem like torches, 
They run like lightning. 


5 He remembers his nobles; 
They stumble in their walk; 
They make haste to her walls, 
And the defense is prepared. 

6 The gates of the rivers are opened, 
And the palace is dissolved. 

7 Tt is decreed:* 
She shall be led away captive, 
She shall be brought up; 
And her maidservants shall lead her 

as with the voice of doves, 

Beating their breasts. 


8 Though Nineveh of old was like a pool 
of water, 
Now they flee away. 
“Halt! Halt!” they cry; 
But no one turns back. 
9 Take spoil of silver! 
Take spoil of «gold! 
There is no end of treasure, 
Or wealth of every desirable prize. 
10 She is empty, desolate, and waste! 
The heart melts, and the knees shake; 
Much pain is in every side, 
And all their faces are drained of color.* 


ll Where is the dwelling of the “lions, 
And the feeding place of the young 
lions, 
Where the lion walked, the lioness and 
lion’s cub, 
And no one made them afraid? 


*2:1 Vulgate reads He who destroys. * 2:3 Lit- 
erally the cypresses are shaken; Septuagint and 
Syriac read the horses rush about; Vulgate reads 
the drivers are stupefied. *2:7 Hebrew Huzzab 
*2:10 Compare Joel 2:6 


word. The term speaks of someone who is utterly 
worthless. 

1:14 you are vile. The only thing to be done with 
Nineveh was to dig a grave and bury it. The proph- 
ecy came true literally—the city was destroyed so 
completely that its very existence was questioned 
until its discovery by archaeologists in the nineteenth 
century (3:13-15). 

2:1 Man the fort. These were sarcastic words to the 
people of Nineveh and its leaders, as if they would be 
able to protect themselves against the wrath of the 
Lord. 

2:3 red...scarlet... flaming torches. These images 
speak of blood, violence, and warfare. Isaiah refers 
to the custom of the Assyrians of rolling their outer 
garments in blood before a battle (Is. 9:5) to strike ter- 
ror in the hearts of their opponents. Here the tables 
would be turned. While others would have shields, 
chariots, and spears, the people of Nineveh would be 
bathed in blood—their own blood. 

2:4 The chariots rage. The Assyrians used chariots 
as formidable war machines. The proficiency of the 


chariot drivers underlies the imagery of this verse. 
But, as in the case of the shields and spears of verse 3, 
the chariots of Nineveh would not prevail, no matter 
how fast they drove. 

2:6 gates of the rivers. The destruction of Nineveh 
is believed to have taken place when the besiegers 
entered the city through its flooded waterways. The 
attack came at flood time, when rivers undermined 
the walls and defenses of the city. Archaeologists 
have found evidence of flood debris that may be 
associated with the destruction of the city. Thus, the 
words of Nahum were fulfilled exactly. 

2:11-12 dwelling of the lions. Nineveh was the city 
of lions (v. 13). Yet, despite all the horrors that the lion 
of Nineveh had brought to other nations, it would no 
onger need to be feared by anyone. Although the 
Babylonians conquered the city, they were only God's 
instruments. Nineveh’s greatest foe was God Himself. 


1:14.97 Ezek. 32:22, 23 "Nah.3:6 1:155Rom. 10:15 ‘Is. 
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12 The lion tore in pieces enough for his 
cubs, 
Killed for his lionesses, 
cFilled his caves with prey, 
And his dens with flesh. 


13“Behold, 4I am against you,” says the 
LorRD of hosts, “I will burn your* chariots 
in smoke, and the sword shall devour your 
young lions; I will cut off your prey from 
the earth, and the voice of your emessen- 
gers shall be heard no more.” 


The Woe of Nineveh 
Woe to the “bloody city! 
It is all full of lies and robbery. 
Its victim never departs. 
2 The noise of a whip 
And the noise of rattling wheels, 
Of galloping horses, 
Of clattering chariots! 
3 Horsemen charge with bright sword 
and glittering spear. 
There is a multitude of slain, 
A great number of bodies, 
Countless corpses— 
They stumble over the corpses— 
4 Because of the multitude of harlotries 
of the seductive harlot, 
>The mistress of sorceries, 
Who sells nations through her 
harlotries, 
And families through her 
sorceries. 


5 “Behold, I am cagainst you,” says the 
LORD of hosts; 
4“T will lift your skirts over your face, 
I will show the nations your 
nakedness, 
And the kingdoms your shame. 
6 [will cast abominable filth upon you, 
Make you évile, 
And make you fa spectacle. 
7 Jt shall come to pass that all who look 
upon you 
Will flee from you, and say, 
h‘Nineveh is laid waste! 
‘Who will bemoan her?’ 
Where shall I seek comforters for 
you?” 


8 jiAre you better than RNo Amon* 
That was situated by the River,* 
That had the waters around her, 
Whose rampart was the sea, 

Whose wall was the sea? 
9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her 
strength, 
And it was boundless; 
'Put and Lubim were your* helpers. 
10 Yet she was carried away, 
She went into captivity; 

mHer young children also were dashed 

to pieces 

nAt the head of every street; 

They °cast lots for her honorable men, 

And all her great men were bound in 
chains. 

You also will be »drunk; 

You will be hidden; 

You also will seek refuge from the 
enemy. 


12 All your strongholds are fig trees 
with ripened figs: 
If they are shaken, 
They fall into the mouth of the eater. 
13 Surely, ‘your people in your midst are 
women! 
The gates of your land are wide open 
for your enemies; 
Fire shall devour the sbars of your 
gates. 


1 


= 


4 Draw your water for the siege! 
tFortify your strongholds! 

Go into the clay and tread the mortar! 
Make strong the brick kiln! 

There the fire will devour you, 

The sword will cut you off; 

It will eat you up like a “locust. 


I 


a 


Make yourself many—like the locust! 
Make yourself many—like the 
swarming locusts! 
16 You have multiplied your ymerchants 
more than the stars of heaven. 
The locust plunders and flies away. 


*2:13 Literally her *3:8 That is, ancient Thebes; 
Targum and Vulgate read populous Alexandria. 

¢ Literally rivers, that is, the Nile and the sur- 
rounding canals *3:9 Septuagint reads her. 


3:4 harlotries. Any worship of gods other than the 
God of Scriptures is an act of spiritual prostitution. 
Nineveh was so adept at pagan practices that the city 
earned the descriptive title, “the mistress of witch- 
crafts.” 

3:6-7 | will cast abominable filth upon you. The 
Lord described the fate of Nineveh as comparable 
to a person on whom unspeakable filth was thrown. 
When Nineveh lay in ruins, no one would grieve for 
her. The nations would be glad that the city was gone. 
3:8 No Amon. This is the Hebrew name for Thebes, 
derived from the Egyptian name meaning “city of 
the god Amon.” The argument seems to suggest 
that, before its destruction, no one would have even 
dreamed of the fall of Thebes. But the destruction 
had happened—not long before the writing of the 
Book of Nahum. The city of Thebes was rebuilt only to 


be destroyed later during the Roman period (29 8.c.). 
Nineveh, however, would never be rebuilt. 

3:11 drunk... hidden... seek refuge. Nineveh 
would be like a helpless drunk hoping for strength 
but finding nowhere to turn for it. 

3:16-17 When the sun rises. The people of Nineveh 
would be like nocturnal insects that disappear at day- 
light. 
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Nahum 3:19 @ 1021 


17 wYour commanders are like swarming Your nobles rest in the dust. 
locusts, Your people are 7scattered on the 
And your generals like great mountains, 
grasshoppers, And no one gathers them. 
Which camp in the hedges on a cold 19 Your injury has no healing, 
day; . aYour wound is severe. 
When the sun rises they flee away, bAIl who hear news of you 
And the place where they are is not Will clap their hands over you, 
known. For upon whom has not your 
18 x Your shepherds slumber, O Yking of wickedness passed 
Assyria; continually? 


3:19 All who hear. Every nation and people that had : 
suffered under the abunive ower of Nineveh would Sel Z RT 2 SHB SEs: 10.5; © Zor 20:18 un. 
P 22:17 3:194Mic. 1:9 Lam. 2:15 


shout and clap upon hearing of the city’s destruction. 
There would be no mourning for Nineveh. 


THE BOOK OF 


HABAKKUK 


> AUTHOR: In both the introduction to the book (1:1) and the closing psalm (3:1) 
the author identifies himself as Habakkuk the prophet. It is believed that he might 
have been a priest as he mentions in the closing psalm, “To the Chief Musician. With 
my stringed instruments” (3:19). Also, in the apocryphal book of Bel and the Dragon, 
Daniel is rescued a second time by the prophet Habakkuk. 

> TIME: c. 607 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Hab. 2:4 

> THEME: This whole book of Habakkuk is really devoted to the question of “Lord, if 
You are all powerful, why is evil allowed to exist?” The events that seem to be precip- 
itating this question are the victories of Babylon. God was using Babylon, a nation 
without God, to punish Israel, God’s own people. The answers God gives us to this 
question in Habakkuk solidly point us in one direction, but ultimately the answers 


are in faith in Him alone. 


The burden* which the prophet Habak- 
kuk saw. 


The Prophet's Question 
2 OLORD, how long shall I cry, 
aAnd You will not hear? 
Even cry out to You, >“Violence!” 
And You will ‘not save. 
3 Why do You show me iniquity, 
And cause me to see trouble? 
For plundering and violence are before 
me; 
There is strife, and contention arises. 
4 Therefore the law is powerless, 
And justice never goes forth. 
For the wicked surround the righteous; 
Therefore perverse judgment proceeds. 


The Lorp’s Reply 
5 “Looke among the nations and watch— 
Be utterly astounded! 
For I will work a work in your days 
Which you would not believe, though 
it were told you. 
6 For indeed I am fraising up the 
Chaldeans, 
A bitter and hasty “nation 


Which marches through the breadth 
of the earth, 
To possess dwelling places that are 
not theirs. 
7 They are terrible and dreadful; 
Their judgment and their dignity 
proceed from themselves. 
8 Their horses also are "swifter than 
leopards, 
And more fierce than evening wolves. 
Their chargers charge ahead; 
Their cavalry comes from afar; 
They fly as the ‘eagle that hastens to eat. 


9 “They all come for violence; 
Their faces are set like the east wind. 
They gather captives like sand. 
10 They scoff at kings, 
And princes are scorned by them. 
They deride every stronghold, 
For they heap up earthen mounds and 
seize it. 
ll Then his mind* changes, and he 
transgresses; 
He commits offense, 
iAscribing this power to his god.” 


*1:1 Ororacle *1:11 Literally spirit or wind 


1:2 O Lorb, how long. This question is phrased as a 
formal complaint (Ps. 13:1—2). 

1:4 the lawis powerless. The revelation of God given 
at Mount Sinai had little impact on the hearts of peo- 
ple whose lives were focused on material success. 
These people had little interest in living by God's 
definition of what is fair and humane. wicked. God's 
chosen people committed and tolerated heinous 
acts through the corruption of the courts. 

1:5 Look among the nations. The international 
scene during Habakkuk’s lifetime was full of turmoil, 
with Assyria on the decline and Babylonia on the rise. 


1:6 | am raising up. God controls the nations for His 
own purposes (Dan. 2:21), sometimes indirectly and 
at other times directly. 

1:7 terrible and dreadful. Far from being humane, 
the Babylonians prided themselves on their arrogant 
use of raw power. 

1:9 They gather captives like sand. The Babylonians 


1:24Lam. 3:8 © Mic. 2:1, 2; 3:1-3 ‘ob 21:5-16] 
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The Prophet's Second Question 
Are You not ?from everlasting, 
O LORD my God, my Holy One? 
We shall not die. 
O LorD, 'You have appointed them for 
judgment; 
O Rock, You have marked them for 
mcorrection. 
13 You are of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, 
And cannot look on wickedness. 
Why do You look on those who deal 
treacherously, 
And hold Your tongue when the 
wicked devours 
A person more righteous than he? 
14. Why do You make men like fish of the 
sea, 
Like creeping things that have no 
ruler over them? 


15 They take up all of them with a hook, 
They catch them in their net, 
And gather them in their dragnet. 
Therefore they rejoice and are glad. 
16 Therefore "they sacrifice to their net, 
And burn incense to their dragnet; 
Because by them their share is 
sumptuous 
And their food plentiful. 
17 Shall they therefore empty their net, 
And continue to slay nations without 
pity? 
2 I will “stand my watch 
And set myself on the rampart, 
And watch to see what He will say to me, 
And what I will answer when I am 
corrected. 


The Just Live by Faith 
2Then the LORD answered me and said: 
b“Write the vision 
And make it plain on tablets, 
That he may run who reads it. 
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3 For cthe vision is yet for an appointed 
time; 
But at the end it will speak, and it will 
dnot lie. 
Though it tarries, ewait for it; 
Because it will surely come, 
It will not tarry. 


4 “Behold the proud, 
His soul is not upright in him; 
But the sjust shall live by his faith. 


Woe to the Wicked 
5 “Indeed, because he transgresses by 
wine, 


He is a proud man, 

And he does not stay at home. 

Because he "enlarges his desire as hell,* 

And he is like death, and cannot be 
satisfied, 

He gathers to himself all nations 

And heaps up for himself all peoples. 


6 “Will not all these ‘take up a proverb 
against him, 
And a taunting riddle against him, 
and say, 
‘Woe to him who increases 
What is not his—how long? 
And to him who loads himself with 
many pledges’?* 
7 Will not your creditors* rise up 
suddenly? 
Will they not awaken who oppress you? 
And you will become their booty. 
8 iBecause you have plundered many 
nations, 
All the remnant of the people shall 
plunder you, 
Because of men’s blood 
And the violence of the land and the 
city, 
And of all who dwell in it. 


*2:5 Or Sheol *2:6 Syriac and Vulgate read 
thick clay. *2:7 Literally those who bite you 


resettled numerous conquered peoples with little 
regard for them as individuals. 

1:12 Are You not from everlasting. Habakkuk’s 
point seems to be that God’s holiness should have 
prohibited Him from using a dirty instrument such as 
Babylon to accomplish His purposes in judging and 
reproving His own people. 

1:16 they sacrifice to their net. This phrase speaks of 
the contemptuous pride of the Babylonians in their 
devices of destruction. 

2:1 | will stand... on the rampart. Habakkuk sta- 
tioned himself as a watchman to look at the nations, 
as God had commanded him. what He will say to 
me. Habakkuk’s faith is seen in his anticipation of 
a response from God. when I am corrected. This 
phrase indicates the prophet’s submission to God. 
2:3 an appointed time. This speaks of a deter- 
mined time in God’s eyes. Though it tarries, wait 
for it. God knows His plan and the outworking of all 
things in accordance with His purposes. The godly 
are responsible to study and proclaim His revelation 
while awaiting its fulfillment. it will surely come. The 


fulfillment of the vision would not take any longer 
than God had planned. 

2:4 the just shall live by his faith. True righteousness 
before God is linked to genuine faith in God. A proud 
person relies on self, power, position, and accom- 
plishment; a righteous person relies on the Lord. 

2:5 all nations... all peoples. These peoples of the 
earth should have been gathered together before the 
Lord in holy worship (Ps. 117:1); instead, they became 
morsels for the rapacious appetite of Babylon. 

2:6 Woe to him. A woe is an oracle of judgment con- 
sisting of two parts: a declaration of the wrong and 
a notice of impending judgment. The judgment usu- 
ally applies the principle of the law of retribution. 

2:7 creditors. This Hebrew term has the idea of “those 
who bite,” suggesting sudden attacks (Mic. 3:5). 
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9 “Woe to him who covets evil gain for 
his house, 
That he may *set his nest on high, 
That he may be delivered from the 
power of disaster! 
10 You give shameful counsel to your 
house, 
Cutting off many peoples, 
And sin against your soul. 
ll For the stone will cry out from the wall, 
And the beam from the timbers will 
answer it. 


12 “Woe to him who builds a town with 
bloodshed, 
Who establishes a city by iniquity! 

13 Behold, is it not of the LORD of hosts 
That the peoples labor to feed the fire,* 
And nations weary themselves in vain? 

4 For the earth will be filled 
With the knowledge of the glory of the 

LORD, 
As the waters cover the sea. 


15 “Woe to him who gives drink to his 
neighbor, 
Pressing* him to your ‘bottle, 
Even to make him drunk, 
That you may look on his nakedness! 
16 You are filled with shame instead of 
glory. 
You also—drink! 
And be exposed as uncircumcised!* 
The cup of the LORD’s right hand will 
be turned against you, 
And utter shame will be on your glory. 
17 For the violence done to Lebanon will 
cover you, 
And the plunder of beasts which made 
them afraid, 
Because of men’s blood 
And the violence of the land and the 
city, 
And of all who dwell in it. 
18 “What profit is the image, that its 
maker should carve it, 
The molded image, a teacher of lies, 
That the maker of its mold should trust 
in it, 
To make mute idols? 


19 Woe to him who says to wood, 
‘Awake!’ 
To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!’ 
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and 
silver, 
Yet in it there is no breath at all. 


20 “But™ the LORD is in His holy temple. 
Let all the earth keep silence before 
Him.” 


The Prophet's Prayer 
A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on 
Shigionoth.* 


2  OLOorRD, I have heard Your speech and 
was afraid; 
O LorD, revive Your work in the midst 
of the years! 
In the midst of the years make it 
known; 
In wrath remember mercy. 


3 God came from Teman, 
The Holy One from Mount Paran. 
Selah 


His glory covered the heavens, 
And the earth was full of His 
praise. 
4 His brightness was like the light; 
He had rays flashing from His hand, 
And there His power was hidden. 
5 Before Him went pestilence, 
And fever followed at His feet. 


6 He stood and measured the earth; 
He looked and startled the nations. 
aAnd the everlasting mountains were 
scattered, 
The perpetual hills bowed. 
His ways are everlasting. 
7 J saw the tents of Cushan in 
affliction; 
The curtains of the land of Midian 
trembled. 


* 2:13 Literally for what satisfies fire, that is, 

for what is of no lasting value * 2:15 Literally 
Attaching or Joining *2:16 Dead Sea Scrolls 
and Septuagint read And reel!; Syriac and Vulgate 
read And fall fast asleep! *3:1 Exact meaning 
unknown 


2:11 the stone will cry out... the beam from the 
timbers will answerit. The whole structure of Israel’s 
society called out for justice; every part reverberated 
with the need for righting wrongs. 

2:14 the glory of the Lorb. This speaks to the full 
manifestation of His person, significance, presence, 
and wonder. The true knowledge of God in the time of 
His kingdom on earth will be like the waters—all-em- 
bracing, inescapable, and fully enveloping. 

2:16 The cup of the Lorp’s right hand. This rep- 
resents the wrath of God (Is. 51:17,22; Rev. 14:10; 
16:19). 

2:18 teacher of lies. |\dolatry begins with deception, 
encourages deception, and calls for a commitment to 
deception (Is. 44:20). 

2:20 keep silence before Him. The call to silence 
is not an invitation to worship, but a command to 


reflect on the terrible state of all who fall into the 
hands of the angry God (Zeph. 1:7). 

3:2 | have heard. Habakkuk knew the stories of God’s 
mighty acts as celebrated in song and in the feasts 
and festivals of Israel. These mighty acts included the 
exodus from Egypt, the miracles by the Red Sea, and 
the conquest of the land. revive... make it known. 
Habakkuk prayed for God’s renewed involvement in 
Israel. in the midst of the years. This was a way of 
calling for a quick response. 

3:4 His power was hidden. God reveals evidence of 
His power, but its totality and greatness remain hid- 
den. 


2:9kObad.4  2:15!Hos. 7:5 
3:6 7Nah. 1:5 


2:20 Zeph. 1:7 


8 O LORD, were You displeased with the 
rivers, 

Was Your anger against the rivers, 
Was Your wrath against the sea, 
That You rode on Your horses, 
Your chariots of salvation? 

9 Your bow was made quite ready; 
Oaths were sworn over Your arrows.* 

Selah 


You divided the earth with rivers. 
10 The mountains saw You and 
trembled; 
The overflowing of the water 
passed by. 
The deep uttered its voice, 
And >lifted its hands on high. 
11 The ¢sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation; 
At the light of Your arrows they went, 
At the shining of Your glittering 
spear. 


12 You marched through the land in 
indignation; 
You trampled the nations in anger. 
13 ‘You went forth for the salvation of 
Your people, 
For salvation with Your Anointed. 
You struck the head from the house of 
the wicked, 
By laying bare from foundation to 
neck. Selah 


M4 You thrust through with his own 
arrows 
The head of his villages. 


Habakkuk 3:19 @ 1025 
They came out like a whirlwind to 
scatter me; 
Their rejoicing was like feasting on 
the poor in secret. 
15 dYou walked through the sea with Your 
horses, 
Through the heap of great waters. 


16 When I heard, «my body trembled; 
My lips quivered at the voice; 
Rottenness entered my bones; 

And I trembled in myself, 

That I might rest in the day of trouble. 
When he comes up to the people, 

He will invade them with his troops. 


A Hymn of Faith 

17 Though the fig tree may not blossom, 
Nor fruit be on the vines; 
Though the labor of the olive may fail, 
And the fields yield no food; 
Though the flock may be cut off from 

the fold, 

And there be no herd in the stalls— 

18 Yet I will frejoice in the LORD, 
I will joy in the God of my salvation. 


19 The LORD God* is my strength; 
He will make my feet like ¢deer’s feet, 
And He will make me "walk on my 
high hills. 


To the Chief Musician. With my stringed 
instruments. 


* 3:9 Literally rods or tribes (compare verse 14) 
* 3:19 Hebrew YHWH Adonai 


3:8 rivers... sea. The Lord had divided the Red 
Sea and the Jordan River for His people to cross (Ex. 
14:26— 15:5; Josh. 3:14-17). chariots of salvation. 
The appearance of the Lord was for the purpose of 
bringing deliverance to His people. 

3:16 | might rest in the day of trouble. The prophet 
encouraged the godly not to be anxious in adver- 
sity. 

3:17 God and Politics—Living in this physical, time- 
bound reality we see only a small portion of what 
God created. It is the bigger part of creation we need 
to be aware of and try to understand. We ultimately 
live beyond what we see and feel now. Life, as cur- 
rently defined, is only that proverbial shadow of what 
it shall be. Our struggle is to have the vision to see 
beyond. 

The same can be said for the political realities 
Habakkuk complains about. A season of failing crops 
isn’t that much different than living a few years under 
the rule of an incompetent or cruel despot. It is tough 


and life can be severely affected, but the ultimate 
realities of how the world functions and how God 
relates to it remain unchanged. 

God is a just God and will bring about justice. A 
period of injustice does not imply God has lost sight 
of what is going on or that He is losing His grip on the 
events of the world. He has different immediate pur- 
poses or works in a completely different timeframe. 

Despots usually don’t last more than a genera- 

tion. We had many in recent times and most are gone, 
along with their whole empires. 
3:19 my strength. God will strengthen those who 
trust in Him (Ps. 18:32,39). He will give those who live 
by faith the same confidence that a sure-footed deer 
has in climbing mountains. 


3:10°Ex. 14:22 3:11 Josh. 10:12-14 3:15 4Ps. 77:19 
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THE BOOK OF 


ZEPHANIAH 


> AUTHOR: In the beginning of the book, Zephaniah traces his lineage back four 
generations to the godly King Hezekiah. This would make him the only prophet of 
royal descent. His use of the phrase “this place” in reference to Jerusalem indicates 
that he was probably an inhabitant of Judah's royal city. 


> TIME: c. 630 B.c. 


> KEY VERSES: Zeph. 1:14-15 


> THEME: Contemporary with Jeremiah, Zephaniah was written during the reign 
of Josiah, one of the good kings of Judah. The book follows a fairly familiar pattern 
for the prophets. Judgment is pronounced on Judah as well as several surrounding 
nations. After the judgment of the first two chapters, the third declares a restoration 
process that sounds strongly encouraging. 


The word of the LORD which came to 

Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of 
Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of 
Hezekiah, in the days of «Josiah the son of 
Amon, king of Judah. 


The Great Day of the Lorp 
2 “T will utterly consume everything 
From the face of the land,” 
Says the LORD; 
3 “Tb will consume man and beast; 
I will consume the birds of the heavens, 
The fish of the sea, 
And the stumbling blocks* along with 
the wicked. 
I will cut off man from the face of the 
land,” 
Says the LORD. 


4 “T will stretch out My hand against 

Judah, 

And against all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 

I will cut off every trace of Baal from 
this place, 

The names of the cidolatrous priests* 
with the pagan priests— 


5 Those ¢who worship the host of 
heaven on the housetops; 
Those who worship and swear oaths 
by the LORD, 
But who also swear by Milcom;* 
6 fThose who have turned back from 
following the LORD, 
And shave not sought the LORD, nor 
inquired of Him.” 


7 hBe silent in the presence of the Lord 
GOD; 
‘For the day of the LoRD is at hand, 
For ithe LORD has prepared a 
sacrifice; 
He has invited* His guests. 


8 “And it shall be, 
In the day of the LORD’s sacrifice, 
That I will punish ’the princes and the 
king’s children, 
And all such as are clothed with 
foreign apparel. 


*1:3 Figurative ofidols *1:4 Hebrew chemarim 
*1:5 Or Malcam, an Ammonite god, also called 
Molech (compare Leviticus 18:21) * 1:7 Literally 
set apart, consecrated 


1:1 Zephaniah means “hidden in the Lord,” a name 
that relates to the principal message the prophet pre- 
sented (2:3). The names of the prophets were often 
significantly associated with the message that God 
gave them to present to the people. 

1:2-3 | will utterly consume everything. The mes- 
sage of Zephaniah begins with a pronouncement of 
universal judgment (Gen. 6-8). These words not only 
introduce the particular judgment that would be pro- 
nounced upon Judah (v. 4), but they also speak of the 
final judgment that will usher in the kingdom of God 
on earth (Rev. 20:11-15). 

1:4-6 | will cut off every trace of Baal. Baal worship 
and its evils had led to the destruction of Israel and 
its capital Samaria in 722 B.c. Likewise Baal worship 


and its associations would lead to the destruction of 
Judah and its capital Jerusalem in 586 B.c. 

1:7 Be silent. This prophetic call for silence was for sol- 
emn preparation for the horror of divine wrath (Hab. 
2:20; Zech. 2:13). sacrifice. The people of God were 
expected to prepare sacrifices for the Lord as acts of 
contrition and celebration. But rebels, scofflaws, idol- 
aters, and apostates would themselves become God's 
sacrifice. 

1:8-9 foreign apparel. This suggests two things: 


1:3 © Hos. 4:3 


1:142 Kin. 22:1, 2 1:4¢Hos. 10:5 
1:542 Kin. 23:12 €Josh. 23:7 1:6fls. 1:4 9Hos. 7:7 
1:7" Zech. 2:13 ‘Is. 13:6 JJer.46:10 1:8 Jer. 39:6 


9 Inthe same day I will punish 
All those who !leap over the threshold,* 
Who fill their masters’ houses with 
violence and deceit. 


10 “And there shall be on that day,” says 
the LorD, 
“The sound of a mournful cry from 
mthe Fish Gate, 
A wailing from the Second Quarter, 
And a loud crashing from the hills. 
nWail, you inhabitants of Maktesh!* 
For all the merchant people are cut down; 
All those who handle money are cut off. 


“And it shall come to pass at that time 
That I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, 
And punish the men 
Who are °settled in complacency,* 
PWho Say in their heart, 
‘The LORD will not do good, 
Nor will He do evil.’ 
Therefore their goods shall become booty, 
And their houses a desolation; 
They shall build houses, but not 
inhabit them; 
They shall plant vineyards, but ¢not 
drink their wine.” 


'The great day of the LORD is near; 
It is near and hastens quickly. 
The noise of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
There the mighty men shall cry out. 
sThat day is a day of wrath, 
A day of trouble and distress, 
A day of devastation and desolation, 
A day of darkness and gloominess, 
A day of clouds and thick darkness, 
A day of ‘trumpet and alarm 
Against the fortified cities 
And against the high towers. 


“I will bring distress upon men, 
And they shall “walk like blind men, 
Because they have sinned against the 
LORD; 
Their blood shall be poured out like 
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dust, 
And their flesh like refuse.” 
18 vNeither their silver nor their gold 


Zephaniah 2:7. @ 1027 
Shall be able to deliver them 

In the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

But the whole land shall be devoured 
By the fire of His jealousy, 

For He will make speedy riddance 

Of all those who dwell in the land. 


A Call to Repentance 
Gather¢ yourselves together, yes, 
gather together, 
O undesirable* nation, 
2 Before the decree is issued, 
Or the day passes like chaff, 
Before the LORD’s fierce anger comes 
upon you, 
Before the day of the LORD’s anger 
comes upon you! 
3 bSeek the LORD, all you meek of the 
earth, 
Who have upheld His justice. 
Seek righteousness, seek humility. 
aJt may be that you will be hidden 
In the day of the LORD’s anger. 


Judgment on Nations 
4 For eGaza shall be forsaken, 
And Ashkelon desolate; 
They shall drive out Ashdod fat 
noonday, 
And Ekron shall be uprooted. 
5 Woe to the inhabitants of ¢the seacoast, 
The nation of the Cherethites! 
The word of the LORD is against you, 
O "Canaan, land of the Philistines: 
“T will destroy you; 
So there shall be no inhabitant.” 


6 The seacoast shall be pastures, 
With shelters* for shepherds ‘and folds 
for flocks. 
7 The coast shall be for ithe remnant of 
the house of Judah; 
They shall feed their flocks there; 


*1:9 Compare 1 Samuel 5:5 * 1:11 Literally 
Mortar, a market district of Jerusalem * 1:12 Lit- 
erally on their lees, that is, settled like the dregs 
ofwine *2:1 Orshameless *2:6 Literally exca- 
vations, either underground huts or cisterns 


(1) acts of greed and extortion against the populace, 
amassing funds for exotic clothing; and (2) participa- 
tion in foreign religious rites associated with exotic 
clothing. leap over the threshold. This may refer to 
a pagan practice like the one mentioned in 1 Samuel 
5:5. The priests of Dagon would not step on the door- 
way of the temple to Dagon because the hands and 
the head of Dagon had fallen there. 

1:12-13 The Lorp will not do good, nor will He do 
evil. The complacency of the wicked people led them 
to believe that God is similarly complacent. Foolishly 
these people believed that the Lord would be inac- 
tive, neither blessing nor cursing, neither benefiting 
nor punishing His people. 

1:17-18 like blind men. God's judgment would be 
so sudden and so overwhelming that the survivors 
would be in a state of shock, stumbling around in the 
dark. 


2:1-3 you will be hidden. Zephaniah used a play on 
words with the meaning of his own name, “hidden in 
the Lord.” Even in the midst of the most calamitous of 
judgment scenes, the mercy and grace of the Lord is 
still available to a repentant people. 

2:4-5 Gaza... Ashkelon... Ashdod... Ekron. 
The focus of the book moves from the description 
of divine judgment on Judah and Jerusalem to a 
description of divine judgment on the surrounding 
nations. The judgment begins with the nation to the 
west, Philistia and its major cities. 
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1028 @ Zephaniah 2:8 


In the houses of Ashkelon they shall 
lie down at evening. 

For the LorD their God will intervene 
for them, 

And !return their captives. 


8 “Im have heard the reproach of Moab, 
And "the insults of the people of Ammon, 
With which they have reproached My 

people, 
And emade arrogant threats against 
their borders. 

9 Therefore, as I live,” 

Says the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel, 
“Surely "Moab shall be like Sodom, 
And ¢the people of Ammon like 
Gomorrah— 
‘Overrun with weeds and saltpits, 
And a perpetual desolation. 
The residue of My people shall plunder 
them, 
And the remnant of My people shall 
possess them.” 


10 This they shall have sfor their pride, 
Because they have reproached and 
made arrogant threats 
Against the people of the LorRD of hosts. 
11 The LorD will be awesome to them, 
For He will reduce to nothing all the 
gods of the earth; 
tPeople shall worship Him, 
Each one from his place, 
Indeed all “the shores of the nations. 


12 “Youv Ethiopians also, 
You shall be slain by My sword.” 


13° And He will stretch out His hand 
against the north, 
xDestroy Assyria, 
And make Nineveh a desolation, 
As dry as the wilderness. 
4 The herds shall lie down in her midst, 
yEvery beast of the nation. 
Both the 2pelican and the bittern 
Shall lodge on the capitals of her pillars; 
Their voice shall sing in the windows; 
Desolation shall be at the threshold; 
For He will lay bare the ¢cedar work. 
15 This is the rejoicing city 
bThat dwelt securely, 
¢That said in her heart, 


“T amit, and there is none besides me.” 
How has she become a desolation, 
A place for beasts to lie down! 
Everyone who passes by her 

dShall hiss and ¢shake his fist. 


The Wickedness of Jerusalem 

Woe to her who is rebellious and 
polluted, 

To the oppressing city! 

2 She has not obeyed His voice, 
She has not received correction; 
She has not trusted in the LORD, 
She has not drawn near to her God. 


3 aHer princes in her midst are roaring lions; 
Her judges are evening wolves 
That leave not a bone till morning. 
4 Her prophets are insolent, 
treacherous people; 
Her priests have polluted the sanctuary, 
They have done ¢violence to the law. 
5 The Lor» is righteous in her midst, 
He will do no unrighteousness. 
Every morning He brings His justice 
to light; 
He never fails, 
But ¢the unjust knows no shame. 


6 “T have cut off nations, 
Their fortresses are devastated; 
I have made their streets desolate, 
With none passing by. 
Their cities are destroyed; 
There is no one, no inhabitant. 
7 fl said, ‘Surely you will fear Me, 
You will receive instruction’— 
So that her dwelling would not be cut 
off, 
Despite everything for which I 
punished her. 
But they rose early and “corrupted all 
their deeds. 


A Faithful Remnant 
8 “Therefore wait for Me,” says the LORD, 
“Until the day I rise up for plunder;* 


* 3:8 Septuagint and Syriac read for witness; 
Targum reads for the day of My revelation for 
judgment; Vulgate reads for the day of My resur- 
rection that is to come. 


2:11 The LorD will be awesome to them. There may 
be a double meaning in these words. For the righ- 
teous people of Judah and Jerusalem, there would be 
a response of awe and wonder before God, who had 
responded to the prayer of His servant. But for the 
wicked there would be quite another response, one 
of terror and dread. all the shores of the nations. 
Not only would there be a righteous remnant in 
Judah, there would also be people coming to God 
from the nations of the earth. 

2:13-15 Their voice shall sing in the windows. The 
presence of birds in the ruins of Nineveh attests to 
the severity of the destruction announced on these 
people. the rejoicing city. The rejoicing here is ironic, 
seen as an act of the city’s complacency. Soon the 
judgment of God would descend suddenly, and the 
region would be useful only for herding animals. 


3:3-4 princes... judges... prophets... priests. God 
had designated these people to work for righteous- 
ness, but they were more wicked than the “regular” 
citizens of Jerusalem. These leaders were destroying 
and defrauding the weak, the needy, and the helpless. 
3:8 All My fierce anger. God's response to the wick- 
edness of Jerusalem was to declare His judgment. 
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My determination is to igather the 
nations 

To My assembly of kingdoms, 

To pour on them My indignation, 

All My fierce anger; 

All the earth ishall be devoured 

With the fire of My jealousy. 


9 “For then I will restore to the peoples ka 
pure language, 
That they all may call on the name of 
the LORD, 
To serve Him with one accord. 
10 [From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 
My worshipers, 
The daughter of My dispersed ones, 
Shall bring My offering. 
ll Jn that day you shall not be shamed for 
any of your deeds 
In which you transgress against Me; 
For then I will take away from your 
midst 
Those who “rejoice in your pride, 
And you shall no longer be haughty 
In My holy mountain. 
12] will leave in your midst 
nA meek and humble people, 
And they shall trust in the name of the 
LORD. 
13 oThe remnant of Israel Pshall do no 
unrighteousness 
a4And speak no lies, 
Nor shall a deceitful tongue be found 
in their mouth; 
For ‘they shall feed their flocks and 
lie down, 
And no one shall make them afraid.” 


Joy in God's Faithfulness 
M4 sSing, O daughter of Zion! 
Shout, O Israel! 


Zephaniah 3:20 ™ 1029 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your 
judgments, 
He has cast out your enemy. 
tThe King of Israel, the LORD, “is in 
your midst; 
You shall see* disaster no more. 


16 In that day Vit shall be said to 
Jerusalem: 
“Do not fear; 
Zion, “let not your hands be weak. 
17 The LORD your God *in your midst, 
The Mighty One, will save; 
YHe will rejoice over you with gladness, 
He will quiet you with His love, 
He will rejoice over you with singing.” 


18 “T will gather those who Zsorrow over 
the appointed assembly, 
Who are among you, 
To whom its reproach is a burden. 
19 Behold, at that time 
I will deal with all who afflict you; 
I will save the “lame, 
And gather those who were driven 
out; 
I will appoint them for praise and fame 
In every land where they were put to 
shame. 
20 At that time I will bring you back, 
Even at the time I gather you; 
For I will give you fame and praise 
Among all the peoples of the earth, 
When I return your captives before 
your eyes,” 
Says the LORD. 


* 3:15 Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, and 
Bomberg read see; Masoretic Text and Vulgate 
read fear. 


He would use other nations to punish the city for its 
rebellion. 

3:8 God's Purpose in Judgment—What we don't 
properly understand is that judgment should lead 
us to a restoration or improvement in a relationship. 
We live with the tension of knowing God's judgment 
hangs over us while at the same time knowing that 
forgiveness is readily available to us too. Such is the 
message of Zephaniah. 

Judgment implies a necessary purification pro- 
cess. You can’t get the impurities out without first 
identifying their presence. We want to think of our- 
selves as pure without going through any process of 
purification. We want grace without judgment, but 
it doesn’t work that way. Judgment reflects the true 
state of our being, namely that we are sinful and in 
need of grace. Often the only way to understand our 
reality is to go through a judgment process. 

Once the judgment is accepted and the proper 
response is made, we fully experience God's grace. He 
deals with our enemies (3:15). He quiets us with His 
love (3:17). He removes our burdens (3:18). God stands 
ready to gather us back to Himself (3:19). He restores 
our fortunes (3:20). 

The commonly held thought that the writings of 


the Old Testament prophets are all gloom and doom is 
actually myth and misnomer. There’s always hope and 
renewal in the prophetic message. There are always 
opportunities for repentance, forgiveness, and resto- 
ration. God’s judgment is in fact good for us because 
the sin in our lives needs to be brought to light in 
order for us to be restored to full fellowship with God. 
3:9-13 a pure language. One day human language 
will become a unifying element in the true worship of 
God. My worshipers. God's people would come from 
all nations to worship Him. 

3:20 | will give you fame and praise. Ordinarily 
Scripture speaks of the praise that should be brought 
to God. Here we find the praise that God will bring 
to His people. Says the Lorb. This is a solemn vow of 
God to do what He has promised. Zephaniah begins 
and ends with the strong assertion that the Lord is 
speaking. The implication is clear: “Listen and live!” 
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THE BOOK OF 


HAGGAI 


> AUTHOR: The authorship of the book is virtually uncontested as Haggai’s name is 
mentioned nine times. Haggai is known only from this book and two other referenc- 
es to him in Ezra 5:1 and 6:14. Haggai returned from Babylon with the remnant and 
may well have been one of the few people who could remember the former temple 
before its destruction. Haggai was therefore very instrumental in the rebuilding of 
the temple. 

> TIME: c. 520 B.c. > KEY VERSES: Hag. 1:7-8 

> THEME: Haggai is the first of the postexilic prophets, addressing the immediate 
problem of the rebuilding of the temple. The people had returned about 20 years 
earlier, but apathy and opposition were keeping the work from being completed. 
Haggai’s concern is that neglect of the temple is a symptom of a bigger problem. 
God has dropped out of the Israelites’ sight as a priority. The people are more con- 
cerned with building their materialistic lifestyles than they are with their relation- 


ship with God. 


The Command to Build God’s House 
In ¢the second year of King Darius, 
in the sixth month, on the first day of 

the month, the word of the LORD came by 

bHaggai the prophet to °Zerubbabel the 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to 4Joshua the son of ¢Jehozadak, the high 
priest, saying, 2“Thus speaks the LORD of 
hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time 
has not come, the time that the LORD’s 
house should be built.”’” 

3Then the word of the LORD fcame by 

Haggai the prophet, saying, 4“Is it stime 

for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled 

houses, and this temple* to lie in ruins?” 
5Now therefore, thus says the LORD of 
hosts: “Consider your ways! 


6 “You have isown much, and bring in 

little; 

You eat, but do not have enough; 

You drink, but you are not filled with 
drink; 

You clothe yourselves, but no one is 
warm; 

And she who earns wages, 


Earns wages to put into a bag with 
holes.” 


7Thus says the LorD of hosts: “Consider 
your ways! 8Go up to the kmountains and 
bring wood and build the temple, that I 
may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” 
says the LORD. 9!“You looked for much, 
but indeed it came to little; and when you 
brought it home, "I blew it away. Why?” 
says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My 
house that is in ruins, while every one of 
you runs to his own house. !0Therefore 
nthe heavens above you withhold the dew, 
and the earth withholds its fruit. "For I 
ocalled for a drought on the land and the 
mountains, on the grain and the new wine 
and the oil, on whatever the ground brings 
forth, on men and livestock, and on Pall the 
labor of your hands.” 


The People’s Obedience 
12aThen Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high 


* 1:4 Literally house, and so in verse 8 


1:2 The time has not come. The people had decided 
that rebuilding the Lord’s dwelling among His people 
was not important. 

1:4 your paneled houses. Those who wanted to 
make their houses elaborate installed wood pan- 
els. The people of Haggai’s time were making their 
homes elegant, rivaling royal residences and the holy 
temple itself. But they still did not feel that the time 
was right to begin working on the renewed temple. 
While this verse is not a blanket condemnation of ele- 
gant living among God's people, it certainly calls for a 
re-evaluation of priorities. 


1:8 that | may take pleasure init. God's joy in the tem- 
ple is related to His pleasure in the people who would 
worship Him there. be glorified. Clearly God does not 
need to receive more glory (Ps. 24:7—10); however, He 
gladly receives the adoration of His people. 
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priest, with all the remnant of the people, 
obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as 
the LorD their God had sent him; and the 
people feared the presence of the LORD. 
BThen Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, 
spoke the LORD’s message to the people, 
saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 
14So0 sthe LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, ‘governor 
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit 
of all the remnant of the people; “and they 
came and worked on the house of the LORD 
of hosts, their God, !5on the twenty-fourth 
day of the sixth month, in the second year 
of King Darius. 


The Coming Glory of God’s House 
In the seventh month, on the twenty- 
first of the month, the word of the 

LORD came by Haggai the prophet, say- 

ing: 2“Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of 

Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Josh- 

ua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, 

and to the remnant of the people, saying: 
3a°Who is left among you who saw this 
temple* in its former glory? And how do 
you see it now? In comparison with it, Pis 
this not in your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now 
cbe strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; 

‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, 

the high priest; and be strong, all you peo- 

ple of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work; 
for I am with you,’ says the LORD of hosts. 
5d‘According to the word that I covenant- 
ed with you when you came out of Egypt, 
so eMy Spirit remains among you; do not 
fear!’ 

6“For thus says the LORD of hosts: f‘Once 
more (it is a little while) 2I will shake heav- 

en and earth, the sea and dry land; 7and I 

will shake all nations, and they shall come 

to "the Desire of All Nations,* and I will fill 
this temple with ‘glory,’ says the LORD of 
hosts. 8‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is 
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Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9/‘The glory 
of this latter temple shall be greater than 
the former,’ says the LorD of hosts. ‘And in 
this place I will give *peace,’ says the LORD 
of hosts.” 


The People Are Defiled 

10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth 
month, in the second year of Darius, the 
word of the LORD came by Haggai the 
prophet, saying, “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: ‘Now, !ask the priests concerning the 
law, saying, !2“If one carries holy meat in 
the fold of his garment, and with the edge 
he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or 
any food, will it become holy?”’” 

Then the priests answered and said, 
"No.” 

1B And Haggai said, “If one who is ™un- 
clean because of a dead body touches any 
of these, will it be unclean?” 

So the priests answered and said, “It 
shall be unclean.” 

4Then Haggai answered and said, "“‘So 
is this people, and so is this nation before 
Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work 
of their hands; and what they offer there 
is unclean. 


Promised Blessing 

‘And now, carefully °consider from 
this day forward: from before stone was 
laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD— 
16since those days, Pwhen one came to a 
heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; 
when one came to the wine vat to draw 
out fifty baths from the press, there were 
but twenty. !74I struck you with blight 
and mildew and hail "in all the labors of 
your hands; ‘yet you did not turn to Me,’ 
says the LorRD. !8‘Consider now from this 
day forward, from the twenty-fourth day 


* 2:3 Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9 
* 2:7 Or the desire of all nations 


1:13 | am with you. God's promise to Moses was, “I 
will certainly be with you” (Ex. 3:12). God’s promise to 
the people of Judah was that the name of the Com- 
ing One would be Immanuel, meaning “God is with 
us” (Is. 7:14). Here God repeated the same message of 
comfort and encouragement. 

2:3 this temple in its former glory. The temple of 
Solomon was one of the wonders of the ancient 
world (1 Kin. 6). The older temple would have loomed 
large and magnificent, far outstripping the present 
structure. So even though the building was com- 
pleted, there may have been the sense among some 
of the people that it was “as nothing.” 

2:6 | will shake heaven. This is another way of speak- 
ing of the day of the Lord. The purpose of the day of 
the Lord is to prepare the earth for the glorious reign 
of Jesus Christ on earth (Matt. 24:29; Rev. 6:12-17). 
2:9 | will give peace. Peace includes good health, 
well-being, and an abundant life. The term speaks of 
everything being as it ought to be. 

2:12 will it become holy. Since the role of the priest 


was to interpret God's law, it was reasonable that 
questions on holiness should be addressed to them. 
Haggai asked whether holiness could be transferred 
by contact. The answer was no. 

2:13-14 It shall be unclean. The priests were asked 
if a religiously unclean person, someone who had 
touched a corpse, could contaminate someone else 
by touch. The answer was yes (Num. 19:11-13). The 
people had worked hard to rebuild the temple, only 
to be told that their worship would be unacceptable 
in the new temple. The existence of the temple itself 
guaranteed nothing. The hearts of the people had to 
be in harmony with the sacrifices being made. 
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5:2,8 2:3¢Ezra 3:12, 13 &Zech.4:10 2:4¢Zech. 
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of the ninth month, from ‘the day that the 
foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid— 
consider it: 194Is the seed still in the barn? 
As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegran- 
ate, and the olive tree have not yielded 
fruit. But from this day I will vbless you.’” 


Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet 

20And again the word of the LORD came 
to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month, saying, 2!“Speak to Zerubbabel, 
wgovernor of Judah, saying: 


x‘T will shake heaven and earth. 
22 yT will overthrow the throne of kingdoms; 


I will destroy the strength of the 

Gentile kingdoms. 
2] will overthrow the chariots 

And those who ride in them; 

The horses and their riders shall come 
down, 

Every one by the sword of his 
brother. 


23‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, 
‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, 
the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, 
“and will make you like a signet ring; 
for >I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of 
hosts.” 


2:23 signet ring. This was an item of great value in 
the ancient world. The owner used it much like we use 
our personal signature on checks or other important 
documents. God used this imagery to indicate that 
Zerubbabel was in His hand, that he was highly val- 
ued, and that he represented God's authority in his 
leadership of the people. Even though the people 
had been told they were still unclean in God’s eyes 


2:10-14), their leader Zerubbabel was encouraged 
to guide them through those spiritually trying times. 


2:18 ‘Zech. 8:9 2:194 Zech. 8:12 “[Mal. 3:10] 
2:21” Zech. 4:6-10 Hag. 2:6,7 2:22 [Dan. 2:44] 
ZMic.5:10 2:23 4Song 8:6 ls. 42:1; 43:10 


THE BOOK OF 


ZECHARIAH 


> AUTHOR: The universal testimony of the Jewish and Christian tradition affirms 
Zechariah as the author of the entire book. Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, he was of 
priestly lineage and was a young man when he was called to prophesy. According 
to Jewish tradition, Zechariah was a member of the Great Synagogue that collected 
and preserved the canon of revealed Scripture. He was born in Babylon and brought 
to Palestine by his grandfather when the Jewish exiles returned under Zerubbabel 
and Joshua the high priest. 

> TIME: 520-470 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Zech. 9:9 

> THEME: Zechariah’s writings were designed to encourage the Israelites and in- 
spire energy, identity, and vision during the rebuilding of the temple. Like Isaiah, 
Daniel, and Ezekiel, his prophecies are characterized by visions of God and the fu- 
ture. In this context, many would describe the book to be apocalyptic with similar- 
ities to Revelation. Probably more than any of the other books, Zechariah makes 
concrete predictions about Christ, which are fulfilled in the New Testament. He also 
makes some startling predictions about Israel in the end times that have already 


seen fulfillment. 


A Call to Repentance 

In the eighth month ¢of the second year 

of Darius, the word of the LORD came 
bto Zechariah the son of Berechiah, the son 
of cIddo the prophet, saying, 2“The LORD 
has been very angry with your fathers. 
3Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the 
LorRD of hosts: “Return ¢to Me,” says the 
LORD of hosts, “and I will return to you,” 
says the LorD of hosts. 4“Do not be like 
your fathers, ¢to whom the former prophets 
preached, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: “Turn now from your evil ways and 
your evil deeds.”’ But they did not hear nor 
heed Me,” says the LORD. 


5 “Your fathers, where are they? 
And the prophets, do they live forever? 
6 Yet surely sMy words and My statutes, 
Which I commanded My servants the 
prophets, 
Did they not overtake your fathers? 


“So they returned and said: 


h‘Just as the LORD of hosts determined 
to do to us, 
According to our ways and according 
to our deeds, 
So He has dealt with us.’”’” 


Vision of the Horses 

70n the twenty-fourth day of the elev- 
enth month, which is the month Shebat, in 
the second year of Darius, the word of the 
LORD came to Zechariah the son of Bere- 
chiah, the son of Iddo the prophet: 81 saw 
by night, and behold, ‘a man riding on a 
red horse, and it stood among the myrtle 
trees in the hollow; and behind him were 
ihorses: red, sorrel, and white. 9Then I said, 
k“My lord, what are these?” So the angel 
who talked with me said to me, “I will show 
you what they are.” 

10And the man who stood among the 


1:1 Zechariah. The name means “Yahweh remem- 
bers,” emphasizing God’s faithfulness to His covenant 
promises and to His people. 

1:3 Return to Me. These words remind us of the 
depth of God’s unconditional love. says the Lorp of 
hosts. The personal name translated “LORD” speaks of 
God's gracious nature as He relates to His people (Ex. 
3:14-16); the hosts are the angelic armies that await 
His every command. 

1:5-6 fathers ... prophets. The previous genera- 
tion had been overtaken by God’s judgment (Deut. 
28:15-68). 

1:7—6:15 the word of the Lorp. This section 


contains a sequence of eight night visions concerning 
Israel's future, followed by the symbolic crowning of 
the high priest Joshua. Here Zechariah pursues the 
same end as Haggai, rebuilding the temple as the 
center of worship and world rule, and as a place of 
pilgrimage for the nations (8:20—23). 

1:8 myrtle. This was an evergreen tree that was once 
very common in the vicinity of Jerusalem (Neh. 8:15). 


1:14 Zech. 7:1 © Matt. 23:35 “Neh. 12:4, 16 
3:7-10] 1:42 Chr. 36:15, 16 ls. 31:6 1:69 [Is. 
55:11] "Lam. 1:18; 2:17 1:8/[Rev. 6:4] /[Zech. 6:2-7] 
1:9 Zech. 4:4, 5, 13; 6:4 


1:3 4[Mal. 
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myrtle trees answered and said, '“These 
are the ones whom the LORD has sent to 
walk to and fro throughout the earth.” 

1lmSo they answered the Angel of the 
LORD, who stood among the myrtle trees, 
and said, “We have walked to and fro 
throughout the earth, and behold, all the 
earth is resting quietly.” 


The LorbD Will Comfort Zion 

122Then the Angel of the LORD answered 
and said, “O LORD of hosts, "how long will 
You not have mercy on Jerusalem and on 
the cities of Judah, against which You were 
angry °these seventy years?” 

13And the LORD answered the angel who 
talked to me, with Pgood and comforting 
words. 14So the angel who spoke with me 
said to me, “Proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says 
the LorD of hosts: 


“Tam 4zealous for Jerusalem 
And for Zion with great zeal. 
15 Tam exceedingly angry with the 
nations at ease; 
For 'I was a little angry, 
And they helped—but with evil intent.” 


16‘Therefore thus says the LORD: 
s“T am returning to Jerusalem with 


mercy; 
My thouse “shall be built in it,” says 
the LorD of hosts, 
“And va surveyor’s line shall be 
stretched out over Jerusalem. 


9 


17“Again proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: 


“My cities shall again spread out 
through prosperity; 
wThe LorD will again comfort Zion, 
And *will again choose Jerusalem.”’” 

Vision of the Horns 

18Then I raised my eyes and looked, 
and there were four vhorns. 19And I said to 
the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these?” 


So he answered me, 2“These are the 
horns that have scattered Judah, Israel, 
and Jerusalem.” 

20Then the LORD showed me four crafts- 
men. 21And I said, “What are these coming 
to do?” 

So he said, “These are the ¢horns that 
scattered Judah, so that no one could lift 
up his head; but the craftsmen* are coming 
to terrify them, to cast out the horns of the 
nations that lifted up their horn against 
the land of Judah to scatter it.” 


Vision of the Measuring Line 
Then I raised my eyes and looked, and 
behold, «a man with a measuring line 
in his hand. 2So I said, “Where are you go- 
ing?” 

And he said to me, >“To measure Jeru- 
salem, to see what is its width and what is 
its length.” 

3And there was the angel who talked 
with me, going out; and another angel was 
coming out to meet him, 4who said to him, 
“Run, speak to this young man, saying: 
¢‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns 
without walls, because of the multitude 
of men and livestock in it. 5For I,’ says the 
LORD, ‘will be 4a wall of fire all around her, 
eand I will be the glory in her midst.’” 


Future Joy of Zion and Many 


Nations 

6“Up, up! Flee ‘from the land of the 
north,” says the LORD; “for I have spread 
you abroad like the four winds of heaven,” 
says the LORD. 7“Up, Zion! "Escape, you 
who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.” 

8For thus says the LoRD of hosts: “He 
sent Me after glory, to the nations which 
plunder you; for he who ‘touches you touch- 
es the apple of His eye. 9For surely I will 
ishake My hand against them, and they 
shall become spoil for their servants. Then 
kyou will know that the LORD of hosts has 
sent Me. 


* 1:21 Literally these 


1:12-13 Angel of the Lorp. This may be a conver- 
sation between the preincarnate Jesus and the first 
Person of the Trinity, God the Father (Ps. 110:1—3). It is 
certainly an allusion to Jesus’ role as Intercessor. 

1:15 lam exceedingly angry. Here the anger of God 
was against the nations that He had used to punish 
His unrepentant people. 

1:16 line shall be stretched. A measuring line was 
used to make measurements in preparation for new 
construction. The stretching of the line was a promise 
that the work would begin and that the completion 
of the task would follow. 

1:18 four horns. Animal horns were often used by 
poets and prophets as symbols of powerful nations 
and their kings (Dan. 7:7-8,24). The horns that per- 
secuted Israel and Judah included Assyria, Babylon, 
Medo-Persia, and later Greece. 

2:4-5 inhabited as towns without walls. Jerusalem 
will have no need for defensive fortifications because 


God's presence will guarantee its safety and security. 
These words refer ultimately to the future Jerusalem 
under the rule of its glorious king (Zeph. 3:15-19). 
2:8-9 the apple of His eye. This refers to the pupil, an 
endearing expression suggesting how enormously 
important the Hebrew people are to God because of 
His covenant with them. Just as we protect our eyes 
rom even the smallest particles of dust, so God pro- 
tects and cares for His people. 
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101“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! 
For behold, I am coming and I “will dwell 
in your midst,” says the LORD. “Many 
nations shall be joined to the LORD °in 
that day, and they shall become »My peo- 
ple. And I will dwell in your midst. Then 
ayou will know that the LORD of hosts has 
sent Me to you. !2And the LorD will 'take 
possession of Judah as His inheritance in 
the Holy Land, and will again choose Je- 
rusalem. !8sBe silent, all flesh, before the 
LORD, for He is aroused ‘from His holy 
habitation!” 


Vision of the High Priest 

Then he showed me ¢Joshua the high 

priest standing before the Angel of the 
LORD, and »Satan standing at his right 
hand to oppose him. 2And the LORD said to 
Satan, ““The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The 
LORD who ¢4has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you! eIs this not a brand plucked from the 
fire?” 

3Now Joshua was clothed with /ffilthy 
garments, and was standing before the 
Angel. 

4Then He answered and spoke to those 
who stood before Him, saying, “Take away 
the filthy garments from him.” And to him 
He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity 
from you, gand I will clothe you with rich 
robes.” 

5And I said, “Let them put a clean "tur- 
ban on his head.” 

So they put a clean turban on his head, 
and they put the clothes on him. And the 
Angel of the LORD stood by. 


The Coming Branch 

6Then the Angel of the LORD admon- 
ished Joshua, saying, 7“Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: 


‘If you will walk in My ways, 

And if you will ‘keep My command, 

Then you shall also ‘judge My 
house, 


Zechariah 4:6 @ 1035 
And likewise have charge of My 
courts; 
I will give you places to walk 
Among these who stand here. 


8 ‘Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, 
You and your companions who sit 
before you, 
For they are 'a wondrous sign; 
For behold, I am bringing forth "My 
Servant the "BRANCH. 
9 For behold, the stone 
That I have laid before Joshua: 
oUpon the stone are Pseven eyes. 
Behold, I will engrave its inscription,’ 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
‘And 4I will remove the iniquity of that 
land in one day. 
10 rIn that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, 
‘Everyone will invite his neighbor 
sUnder his vine and under his fig tree.’” 


Vision of the Lampstand and Olive 
Trees 
Now ¢the angel who talked with me 
came back and wakened me, as a man 
who is wakened out of his sleep. 2And he 
said to me, “What do you see?” 

So I said, “I am looking, and there is ca 
lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top 
of it, 4and on the stand seven lamps with 
seven pipes to the seven lamps. 3¢Two olive 
trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl 
and the other at its left.” 4So I answered 
and spoke to the angel who talked with me, 
saying, “What are these, my lord?” 

5Then the angel who talked with me an- 
swered and said to me, “Do you not know 
what these are?” 

And I said, “No, my lord.” 

6So he answered and said to me: 


“This is the word of the LORD to 
fZerubbabel: 
s‘Not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit,’ 
Says the LORD of hosts. 


2:12 the Holy Land. Surprisingly, this phrase occurs 
in the Old Testament only here. The land is “holy” 
because of the presence of God among His believing 
people. 

3:1 Satan. The Hebrew is literally “the Satan,” mean- 
ing “the Accuser.” The picture is not unlike that of Job 
1, where Satan stands before the Lord making accu- 
sations against people who follow God. 

3:3 with filthy garments. The high priest repre- 
sented the people before God (Ex. 28:29) and under 
no circumstances was he to become defiled or 
unclean (Ex. 28:2; Lev. 21:10-15). Joshua's garments 
were literally “befouled with excrement.” 

3:8 the BRANCH. Isaiah used this word and a sim- 
ilar one to describe the Messiah who will grow out 
of the root of the family of Jesse as a tender sprout 
shoots up from the ground (6:12; Is. 4:2; 11:1; 53:2). 
Joshua and his companions were “men wondered 
at” because the reinstitution of the priesthood made 


public God's continuing intention to fulfill His prom- 
ises to His people. 

4:2-3 alampstand of solid gold. This would remind 
people of the lampstand in the tabernacle and the 
temple. 

4:6 but by My Spirit. The rebuilding of the temple, 
which had at last begun in earnest (Ezra 5:1—-2; Hag. 
1:14), would be accomplished not by human strength 
or resources, but by the power of God's Spirit. 
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7 ‘Who are you, "O great mountain? 
Before Zerubbabel you shall become 
a plain! 
And he shall bring forth ‘the capstone 
iWith shouts of “Grace, grace to it!”’” 


8Moreover the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying: 


9 “The hands of Zerubbabel 
kHave laid the foundation of this 
temple;* 
His hands ‘shall also finish it. 
Then “you will know 
That the "LorRD of hosts has sent Me 
to you. 
10 For who has despised the day of °small 
things? 
For these seven rejoice to see 
The plumb line in the hand of 
Zerubbabel. 
PThey are the eyes of the LORD, 
Which scan to and fro throughout the 
whole earth.” 


Then I answered and said to him, 
“What are these “two olive trees—at the 
right of the lampstand and at its left?” 
122And I further answered and said to him, 
“What are these two olive branches that 
drip into the receptacles* of the two gold 
pipes from which the golden oil drains?” 

13Then he answered me and said, “Do 
you not know what these are?” 

And I said, “No, my lord.” 

14So he said, “These are the two anoint- 
ed ones, swho stand beside the Lord of the 
whole earth.” 


Vision of the Flying Scroll 

Then I turned and raised my eyes, and 

saw there a flying ¢scroll. 

2And he said to me, “What do you see?” 

So I answered, “I see a flying scroll. Its 
length is twenty cubits and its width ten 
cubits.” 

3Then he said to me, “This is the ®curse 
that goes out over the face of the whole 
earth: ‘Every thief shall be expelled,’ ac- 
cording to this side of the scroll; and, ‘Ev- 
ery perjurer shall be expelled,’ according 
to that side of it.” 


4 “T will send out the curse,” says the 
LORD of hosts; 
“Tt shall enter the house of the cthief 

And the house of “the one who swears 
falsely by My name. 

It shall remain in the midst of his 
house 

And consume ¢it, with its timber and 
stones.” 


Vision of the Woman in a Basket 
5Then the angel who talked with me 
came out and said to me, “Lift your eyes 
now, and see what this is that goes forth.” 
6So Iasked, “What is it?” And he said, “It 
is a basket* that is going forth.” 

He also said, “This is their resemblance 
throughout the earth: 7Here is a lead disc 
lifted up, and this is a woman sitting inside 
the basket”; 8then he said, “This is Wick- 
edness!” And he thrust her down into the 
basket, and threw the lead cover* over its 
mouth. 9Then I raised my eyes and looked, 
and there were two women, coming with 
the wind in their wings; for they had wings 
like the wings of a/stork, and they lifted up 
the basket between earth and heaven. 

10So I said to the angel who talked with 
me, “Where are they carrying the basket?” 

And he said to me, “To "build a house 
for it in ‘the land of Shinar;* when it is 
ready, the basket will be set there on its 
base.” 


Vision of the Four Chariots 

Then I turned and raised my eyes and 

looked, and behold, four chariots were 
coming from between two mountains, and 
the mountains were mountains of bronze. 
2With the first chariot were ¢red horses, 
with the second chariot »black horses, 
3with the third chariot white horses, and 
with the fourth chariot dappled horses— 
strong steeds. 4Then I answered ‘and said 
to the angel who talked with me, “What are 
these, my lord?” 


*4:9 Literally house *4:12 Literally into the 
hands of *5:6 Hebrew ephah, a measuring 
container, and so elsewhere *5:8 Literally stone 
*5:11 That is, Babylon 


4:7 O great mountain. This was a figurative ref- 
erence to the great obstacles the people faced in 
rebuilding the temple (Ezra 5:3-17). The setting of 
the “capstone” would mark the completion of the 
project. Grace, grace to it. This may be understood 
as a prayer for God's favor, or as a cry of admiration 
over the grace and beauty of the newly built temple. 
4:11-14 two olive trees .. . two anointed ones. 
These are identified as representatives of the reli- 
gious and political offices in Israel, or of priest and 
king. Many identify the two branches with the high 
priest Joshua and the governor Zerubbabel. 

5:4 And consume it. God's great love does not pre- 
clude the exercise of His judgment on those who 
violate His will. The judgment upon the disobedient 
would be certain and severe. 


5:7-8 This is Wickedness. The woman sitting inside 
the basket is a personification of sin. 

6:1 chariots. In ancient times two-wheeled and 
four-wheeled horse-drawn carts served as vehicles 
for transportation and for warfare. The war chariots 
usually had a crew of two or three men including a 
driver, an archer, and a defender who used a shield to 
protect the others. 
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5And the angel answered and said to me, 
a“These are four spirits of heaven, who go 
out from their ¢station before the Lord of 
all the earth. 6The one with the black hors- 
es is going to ‘the north country, the white 
are going after them, and the dappled are 
going toward the south country.” 7Then the 
strong steeds went out, eager to go, that 
they might walk to and fro throughout 
the earth. And He said, “Go, walk to and 
fro throughout the earth.” So they walked 
to and fro throughout the earth. 8And He 
called to me, and spoke to me, saying, “See, 
those who go toward the north country 
have given rest to My “Spirit in the north 
country.” 


The Command to Crown Joshua 

9Then the word of the LORD came to 
me, saying: 10“Receive the gift from the 
captives—from Heldai, Tobijah, and Je- 
daiah, who have come from Babylon—and 
go the same day and enter the house of Jo- 
siah the son of Zephaniah. !!Take the silver 
and gold, make ‘an elaborate crown, and 
set it on the head of iJoshua the son of Je- 
hozadak, the high priest. 12Then speak to 
him, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, 
saying: 


“Behold, the Man whose name is the 
'BRANCH! 
From His place He shall branch out, 
mAnd He shall build the temple of the 
LORD; 
13 Yes, He shall build the temple of the 
LORD. 
He "shall bear the glory, 
And shall sit and rule on His throne; 
So °He shall be a priest on His throne, 
And the counsel of peace shall be 
between them both.”’ 


14“Now the elaborate crown shall be 
>for a memorial in the temple of the LORD 
for Helem,* Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen the 
son of Zephaniah. Even ¢those from afar 
shall come and build the temple of the 
LORD. Then you shall know that the LORD 
of hosts has sent Me to you. And this shall 


Zechariah 7:10 ™& 1037 
come to pass if you diligently obey the 
voice of the LORD your God.” 


Obedience Better than Fasting 

Now in the fourth year of King Darius it 

came to pass that the word of the LORD 
came to Zechariah, on the fourth day of 
the ninth month, Chislev, 2when the peo- 
ple* sent Sherezer,* with Regem-Melech 
and his men, to the house of God,* to pray 
before the LORD, 3and to “ask the priests 
who were in the house of the LorRD of hosts, 
and the prophets, saying, “Should I weep in 
bthe fifth month and fast as I have done for 
so Many years?” 

4Then the word of the LORD of hosts 
came to me, saying, 5“Say to all the peo- 
ple of the land, and to the priests: ‘When 
you ¢fasted and mourned in the fifth ¢and 
seventh months eduring those seven- 
ty years, did you really fast ffor Me—for 
Me? 6? When you eat and when you drink, 
do you not eat and drink for yourselves? 
7Should you not have obeyed the words 
which the LORD proclaimed through the 
hformer prophets when Jerusalem and the 
cities around it were inhabited and pros- 
perous, and ‘the South* and the Lowland 
were inhabited?’” 


Disobedience Resulted in Captivity 

8Then the word of the LORD came to 
Zechariah, saying, 9%“Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: 


i‘Execute true justice, 
Show mercy and compassion 
Everyone to his brother. 

10 kDo not oppress the widow or the 
fatherless, 

The alien or the poor. 
'Let none of you plan evil in his heart 
Against his brother.’ 


*6:14 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, and 
Vulgate; Syriac reads for Heldai (compare verse 
10); Septuagint reads for the patient ones. 

* 7:2 Literally they (compare verse 5) ® Or Sar- 
Ezer ¢ Hebrew Bethel *7:7 Hebrew Negev 


6:5 four spirits of heaven. These spirits were prob- 
ably angels. 

6:11 make an elaborate crown. This crown was to 
be placed on the head of Joshua the high priest. 
6:12 He shall build the temple of the Lorb. Since the 
restoration temple (the second temple) was already 
being built and would be completed by Zerubbabel 
(4:9), the temple referred to here may be the future 
temple of the messianic kingdom (Is. 2:2-4; Ezek. 
40-42; Mic. 4:1-5; Hag. 2:7-9). The Messiah Himself 
will build it. The temple of Zerubbabel was a pro- 
phetic symbol of the temple that is still to come. 
6:13 sit and rule... be a priest. |n the Messiah the 
two offices of king and priest will be united John 
1:49; Heb. 3:1). 

7:3 the house of the Lorb of hosts. This refers to the 
temple in Jerusalem. 

7:5-6 did you really fast for Me. The rhetorical 


question was designed to confront the people and 
priests with the selfish motives of their self-righteous 
fasting. Biblical fasting is meant to be time taken from 
the normal routines of preparing and eating food to 
express humility and dependence on God during a 
time of prayer. There was only one required fast in 
the law of Moses, the fast on the Day of Atonement 
(Lev. 23:27). 

7:9-10 Execute true justice. Judicial decisions must 
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“But they refused to heed, "shrugged 
their shoulders, and "stopped their ears so 
that they could not hear. !2 Yes, they made 
their °hearts like flint, ’refusing to hear the 
law and the words which the LorD of hosts 
had sent by His Spirit through the former 
prophets. ¢Thus great wrath came from 
the LorD of hosts. !8Therefore it happened, 
that just as He proclaimed and they would 
not hear, so ‘they called out and I would 
not listen,” says the LORD of hosts. 4“But 
s] scattered them with a whirlwind among 
all the nations which they had not known. 
Thus the land became desolate after them, 
so that no one passed through or returned; 
for they made the pleasant land desolate.” 


Jerusalem, Holy City of the Future 
Again the word of the LORD of hosts 
came, saying, 2“Thus says the LORD of 

hosts: 


aT am zealous for Zion with great zeal; 
With great fervor I am zealous for her.’ 


3“Thus says the LORD: 


b‘T will return to Zion, 
And ¢dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem 4shall be called the City of 
Truth, 
eThe Mountain of the LorD of hosts, 
fThe Holy Mountain.’ 


4“Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


s*Old men and old women shall again sit 
In the streets of Jerusalem, 
Each one with his staff in his hand 
Because of great age. 
5 The streets of the city 
Shall be "full of boys and girls 
Playing in its streets.’ 


6“Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


‘Tf it is marvelous in the eyes of the 
remnant of this people in these 
days, 

‘Will it also be marvelous in My eyes?’ 

Says the LORD of hosts. 


7“Thus says the LorD of hosts: 


‘Behold, ‘I will save My people from the 
land of the east 

And from the land of the west; 

8 Jwill *bring them back, 

And they shall dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem. 

!'They shall be My people 

And I will be their God, 

mIn truth and righteousness.’ 


9“Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


n‘Let your hands be strong, 

You who have been hearing in these 
days 

These words by the mouth of °the 
prophets, 

Who spoke in Pthe day the foundation 
was laid 

For the house of the LorD of hosts, 

That the temple might be built. 

10 For before these days 

There were no ¢wages for man nor any 
hire for beast; 

There was no peace from the enemy 
for whoever went out or came in; 

For I set all men, everyone, against his 
neighbor. 


lrBut now I will not treat the remnant of 
this people as in the former days,’ says the 
LORD of hosts. 


12 ‘Fors the seed shall be prosperous, 
The vine shall give its fruit, 
tThe ground shall give her increase, 
And the heavens shall give their 
dew— 
I will cause the remnant of this people 
To possess all these. 
13 And it shall come to pass 
That just as you were va curse among 
the nations, 
O house of Judah and house of Israel, 
So I will save you, and “you shall be a 
blessing. 
Do not fear, 
Let your hands be strong.’ 


be made without partiality or bias. Show mercy 
and compassion. Loving commitment and concern 
should guide our relationships with others. Do not 
oppress. No advantage is to be taken of the helpless 
and less fortunate. none of you plan evil in his heart. 
Evil scheming against others is prohibited. Sacrifices 
and worship are of little interest to God if they are 
not accompanied by practical piety. Zechariah’s four 
admonitions highlight the practical social concerns 
that many of the prophets emphasized (Is. 1:11-17; 
Hos. 6:6; Mic. 6:6—-8). 

8:1-3 City of Truth. This label will be valid only when 
the Messiah brings His righteous reign to that city. 
Then the land will be holy (2:12). 

8:7-8 land of the east... land of the west. These 
terms together represent all parts of the earth. My 
people... their God. This expression occurs in the 
descriptions of God's covenant relationship with His 
people (Ex. 19:5; 29:45; Lev. 26:12; Hos. 2:23). With 


these words, Zechariah anticipates a renewal of God’s 
covenant with His people (Jer. 31:34). 

8:10 no wages ... no peace. Zechariah recounts 
the desperate situation in Judea before the work 
on the temple resumed in 520 B.c. (Hag. 1:1,6,10-11; 
2:16-17). 

8:11-13 Let your hands be strong. In view of God's 
gracious purposes and future plans for His people, 
they were called to be diligent in their present efforts 
to serve Him with sincere hearts (1 Cor. 15:58). 
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14“For thus says the LORD of hosts: 


x‘Just as I determined to punish you 
When your fathers provoked Me to 
wrath,’ 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
y‘And I would not relent, 
15 So again in these days 
I am determined to do good 
To Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah. 
Do not fear. 
16 These are the things you shall do: 
aSpeak each man the truth to his 
neighbor; 
Give judgment in your gates for truth, 
justice, and peace; 
17 bLet none of you think evil in your* 
heart against your neighbor; 
And do not love a false oath. 
For all these are things that I hate,’ 
Says the LORD.” 


18Then the word of the LORD of hosts 
came to me, saying, !9“Thus says the LORD 
of hosts: 


¢‘The fast of the fourth month, 
4The fast of the fifth, 

eThe fast of the seventh, 

fAnd the fast of the tenth, 

Shall be gjoy and gladness and 

cheerful feasts 

For the house of Judah. 

hTherefore love truth and peace.’ 


20“Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


‘Peoples shall yet come, 
Inhabitants of many cities; 
21 The inhabitants of one city shall go to 
another, saying, 
“Let us continue to go and pray before 
the LorD, 
And seek the LorD of hosts. 
I myself will go also.” 
22 Yes, imany peoples and strong nations 
Shall come to seek the LORD of hosts 
in Jerusalem, 
And to pray before the LORD.’ 


23“Thus says the LorD of hosts: ‘In those 
days ten men from every language of the 
nations shall !grasp the sleeve of a Jewish 
man, saying, “Let us go with you, for we 
have heard “that God is with you.”’” 


Zechariah 9:9 @ 1039 
Israel Defended Against Enemies 
The burden* of the word of the LORD 
Against the land of Hadrach, 
And «Damascus its resting place 
(For >the eyes of men 
And all the tribes of Israel 
Are on the LorD); 
2 Also against (Hamath, which borders 
on it, 
And against “Tyre and ¢Sidon, though 
they are very ‘wise. 


3 For Tyre built herself a tower, 
Heaped up silver like the dust, 
And gold like the mire of the streets. 
4 Behold, ¢the Lord will cast her out; 
He will destroy "her power in the sea, 
And she will be devoured by fire. 


5 Ashkelon shall see it and fear; 
Gaza also shall be very sorrowful; 
And ‘Ekron, for He dried up her 
expectation. 
The king shall perish from Gaza, 
And Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. 


6 “A mixed race shall settle ‘in Ashdod, 
And I will cut off the pride of the 
kPhilistines. 
7 [will take away the blood from his 
mouth, 
And the abominations from between 
his teeth. 
But he who remains, even he shall be 
for our God, 
And shall be like a leader in Judah, 
And Ekron like a Jebusite. 
8 lJ will camp around My house 
Because of the army, 
Because of him who passes by and 
him who returns. 
No more shall an oppressor pass 
through them, 
For now I have seen with My eyes. 


The Coming King 

9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, "your King is coming to you; 
He is just and having salvation, 
Lowly and riding on a donkey, 
A colt, the foal of a donkey. 


*8:17 Literally his *9:1 Or oracle 


8:16-17 truth, justice, and peace. Zechariah set 
forth the ethical obligations of a life of faith. He 
upheld these important values and condemned evil 
plans and false oaths. 

8:20-23 Peoples shall yet come. Here Zechariah 
announces a great turning of the nations to God. 
During the messianic era, a multitude of people from 
many cities will go to Jerusalem to “seek the Lorb.” 
These Gentiles will be included among the people of 
God by faith (Eph. 2:13-19). 

9:1 burden. This word suggests that a weighty judg- 
ment must be declared. 

9:7 blood from his mouth... abominations from 
between his teeth. These phrases refer to the 


cessation of unlawful and idolatrous practices (Lev. 
17:14; ls. 65:4; 66:17). 
9:9 Lowly and riding on a donkey. This prophecy 
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10 | owill cut off the chariot from 

Ephraim 

And the horse from Jerusalem; 

The Pbattle bow shall be cut off. 

He shall speak peace to the nations; 

His dominion shall be “‘from sea to sea, 

And from the River to the ends of the 
earth.’* 


God Will Save His People 
ll “As for you also, 
Because of the blood of your covenant, 
I will set your "prisoners free from the 
waterless pit. 
12 Return to the stronghold, 
sYou prisoners of hope. 
Even today I declare 
That I will restore ‘double to you. 
13 For I have bent Judah, My bow, 
Fitted the bow with Ephraim, 
And raised up your sons, O Zion, 
Against your sons, O Greece, 
And made you like the sword of a 
mighty man.” 


144 Then the LORD will be seen over them, 
And His arrow will go forth like 
lightning. 
The Lord GoD will blow the trumpet, 
And go vwith whirlwinds from the 
south. 
15 The LorRD of hosts will “defend them; 
They shall devour and subdue with 
slingstones. 
They shall drink and roar as if with 
wine; 
They shall be filled with blood like 
basins, 
Like the corners of the altar. 
16 The LORD their God will *save them in 
that day, 
As the flock of His people. 
For Ythey shall be like the jewels of a 
crown, 
zLifted like a banner over His land— 
17 For chow great is its* goodness 
And how great its* beauty! 
cGrain shall make the young men 
thrive, 
And new wine the young women. 


Restoration of Judah and Israel 
1 0 Ask ¢the LorD for ’rain 
In ¢the time of the latter rain.* 
The LorRD will make flashing clouds; 
He will give them showers of rain, 
Grass in the field for everyone. 


2 For the didols* speak delusion; 

The diviners envision lies, 

And tell false dreams; 

They fcomfort in vain. 

Therefore the people wend their way 
like £sheep; 

They are in trouble "because there is 
no shepherd. 


3 “My anger is kindled against the 
ishepherds, 
iAnd I will punish the goatherds. 
For the LorD of hosts will visit His 
flock, 
The house of Judah, 
And 'will make them as His royal 
horse in the battle. 
4 From him comes “the cornerstone, 
From him "the tent peg, 
From him the battle bow, 
From him every ruler* together. 
5 They shall be like mighty men, 
Who “tread down their enemies 
In the mire of the streets in the battle. 
They shall fight because the LORD is 
with them, 
And the riders on horses shall be put 
to shame. 


6 “TI will strengthen the house of Judah, 
And IJ will save the house of Joseph. 
P] will bring them back, 
Because I ¢chave mercy on them. 
They shall be as though I had not cast 
them aside; 
For I am the LorD their God, 
And I rwill hear them. 
7 Those of Ephraim shall be like a 
mighty man, 
And their sheart shall rejoice as if with 
wine. 


*9:10 Psalm 72:8 *9:17 Or His © Or His 
*10:1 That is, spring rain *10:2 Hebrew tera- 
phim *10:4 Or despot 


was fulfilled on the day of the triumphal entry, when 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the colt of a donkey 
(Matt. 21:2-7). The donkey was the mount of princes 
(Judg. 5:10; 10:4) and kings (2 Sam. 16:1—2). 

9:14 whirlwinds from the south. This description, pat- 
terned after God’s appearance at Sinai (Ex. 19), reveals 
God's sovereignty and power to protect His own. 

9:15 They shall drink. The people will be filled with 
drink like sacrificial basins were filled with blood, and 
they will be filled with meat like the corners of a sacri- 
ficial altar (Ps. 110:6). 

10:2 no shepherd. The metaphor of shepherd was 
often used in the ancient Middle East to represent a 
king or ruler (Ezek. 34:6-8,23-24). Here the emphasis 
was on the lack of spiritual leadership. 

10:3 The house of Judah. God will strengthen Judah 
so that she can overthrow the oppressors. 


10:4-5 tent peg. A peg firmly in place suggests per- 
manence and endurance (Is. 22:23). battle bow. This 
image pictures the strength necessary for military 
conquest (2 Kin. 13:17). 

10:7 as if with wine. What was promised to Judah 
in verse 5 is here promised to Ephraim. Wine is used 
here as a symbol of abundant joy (Ps. 104:15; Amos 
9:13; John 2:1-11). 
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Yes, their children shall see it and be 
glad; 

Their heart shall rejoice in the LORD. 

8 J will twhistle for them and gather 

them, 

For I will redeem them; 

uAnd they shall increase as they once 

increased. 


9 “Iv will sow them among the peoples, 
And they shall wremember Me in far 
countries; 
They shall live, together with their 
children, 
And they shall return. 
10 x] will also bring them back from the 
land of Egypt, 
And gather them from Assyria. 
I will bring them into the land of 
Gilead and Lebanon, 
yUntil no more room is found for them. 
ll zHe shall pass through the sea with 
affliction, 
And strike the waves of the sea: 
All the depths of the River* shall 
dry up. 
Then ¢the pride of Assyria shall be 
brought down, 
And "the scepter of Egypt shall depart. 


12 “So I will strengthen them in the LorD, 
And ¢they shall walk up and down in 
His name,” 
Says the LORD. 


Desolation of Israel 
1 1 Open “your doors, O Lebanon, 
That fire may devour your cedars. 
2 Wail, O cypress, for the ’cedar has 
fallen, 
Because the mighty trees are ruined. 
Wail, O oaks of Bashan, 
For the thick forest has come down. 
There is the sound of wailing 
dshepherds! 
For their glory is in ruins. 
There is the sound of roaring lions! 
For the pride* of the Jordan is in 
ruins. 


Zechariah11:15 @ 1041 
Prophecy of the Shepherds 

4Thus says the LORD my God, “Feed the 
flock for slaughter, 5whose owners slaugh- 
ter them and efeel no guilt; those who sell 
them /fsay, ‘Blessed be the LORD, for I am 
rich’; and their shepherds do £not pity them. 
6For I will no longer pity the inhabitants of 
the land,” says the LORD. “But indeed I will 
give everyone into his neighbor’s hand and 
into the hand of his king. They shall attack 
the land, and I will not deliver them from 
their hand.” 

7So I fed the flock for slaughter, in par- 
ticular "the poor of the flock.* I took for 
myself two staffs: the one I called Beauty,* 
and the other I called Bonds;* and I fed the 
flock. 8I dismissed the three shepherds ‘in 
one month. My soul loathed them, and their 
soul also abhorred me. Then I said, “I will 
not feed you. ‘Let what is dying die, and 
what is perishing perish. Let those that are 
left eat each other’s flesh.” !©And I took my 
staff, Beauty, and cut it in two, that I might 
break the covenant which I had made with 
all the peoples. "So it was broken on that 
day. Thus ’the poor* of the flock, who were 
watching me, knew that it was the word of 
the LORD. !2Then I said to them, “If it is 
agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if 
not, refrain.” So they 'weighed out for my 
wages thirty pieces of silver. 

13And the LorD said to me, “Throw it to 
the ™potter”—that princely price they set 
on me. So I took the thirty pieces of silver 
and threw them into the house of the LORD 
for the potter. !4Then I cut in two my other 
staff, Bonds, that I might break the broth- 
erhood between Judah and Israel. 

15And the LORD said to me, “Next, take 
for yourself the implements of a foolish 


*10:11 Thatis, the Nile *11:3 Or floodplain, 
thicket *11:7 Following Masoretic Text, Targum, 
and Vulgate; Septuagint reads for the Canaan- 
ites. ¢ Or Grace, and so in verse 10 © Or Unity, 
and soinverse 14 * 11:11 Following Masoretic 
Text, Targum, and Vulgate; Septuagint reads the 
Canaanites. 


10:9 they shall remember Me. This phrase antici- 
pates their turning to the Lord in repentance. shall 
live. This implies more than mere survival. God prom- 
ises spiritual life and blessing to the repentant. 

10:12 | will strengthen them. The regathering will 
be accomplished by God’s power as He gives strength 
to His people. they shall walk up and down in His 
name. In the last days, Israel will return to the land 
as a believing nation (v. 8; 12:10— 13:1; Rom. 11:26). 
11:7 Beauty... Bonds. These were the names of 
Zechariah’s two staffs. The images suggest that he 
wanted the flock to enjoy God's favor and to experi- 
ence national unity. According to Canaanite legend, 
the god Baal was given the two clubs named Driver 
and Chaser to battle the dark deities of the sea. It is 
appropriate that God’s messenger Zechariah is given 
shepherd's staffs to guide the people, instead of 
clubs for fighting. 

11:8 three shepherds. Some have suggested that 


the three shepherds represent classes of rulers in Is- 
rael: kings, priests, and prophets. Others suggest that 
they refer to the last three kings of Judah or to certain 
high priests of the Maccabean era. 

11:12 thirty pieces of silver. Zechariah, taking the 
role of the messianic shepherd, requested his wages 
for service rendered. This amount was the price of a 
slave. It was also the price paid to Judas for betraying 
Jesus (Matt. 27:6—10). 

11:15-16 take for yourself the implements of a 


10:8 ‘Is. 5:26 “ Ezek. 36:37 10:9”Hos. 2:23 “Deut. 
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shepherd. !6For indeed I will raise up a shep- 
herd in the land who will not care for those 
who are cut off, nor seek the young, nor heal 
those that are broken, nor feed those that 
still stand. But he will eat the flesh of the fat 
and tear their hooves in °pieces. 


17 “Woe? to the worthless shepherd, 
Who leaves the flock! 
A sword shall be against his arm 
And against his right eye; 
His arm shall completely wither, 
And his right eye shall be totally 
blinded.” 


The Coming Deliverance of Judah 
1 The burden* of the word of the LORD 
against Israel. Thus says the LORD, 
awho stretches out the heavens, lays the 
foundation of the earth, and >forms the 
spirit of man within him: 2“Behold, I will 
make Jerusalem ¢a cup of drunkenness to 
all the surrounding peoples, when they lay 
siege against Judah and Jerusalem. 34And 
it shall happen in that day that I will make 
Jerusalem ¢a very heavy stone for all peo- 
ples; all who would heave it away will sure- 
ly be cut in pieces, though all nations of the 
earth are gathered against it. 4In that day,” 
says the LORD, f“I will strike every horse 
with confusion, and its rider with madness; 
I will open My eyes on the house of Judah, 
and will strike every horse of the peoples 
with blindness. 5And the governors of Ju- 
dah shall say in their heart, ‘The inhabi- 
tants of Jerusalem are my strength in the 
LORD of hosts, their God.’ §In that day I will 
make the governors of Judah #like a fire- 
pan in the woodpile, and like a fiery torch 
in the sheaves; they shall devour all the 
surrounding peoples on the right hand and 
on the left, but Jerusalem shall be inhabit- 
ed again in her own place—Jerusalem. 
7“The LORD will save the tents of Ju- 
dah first, so that the glory of the house of 
David and the glory of the inhabitants of 


Jerusalem shall not become greater than 
that of Judah. 8In that day the LorD will de- 
fend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the one 
who is feeble among them in that day shall 
be like David, and the house of David shall 
be like God, like the Angel of the LORD be- 
fore them. 9It shall be in that day that I will 
seek to "destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem. 


Mourning for the Pierced One 

10i“A nd I will pour on the house of David 
and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the 
Spirit of grace and supplication; then they 
will ‘look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, 
they will mourn for Him 2as one mourns 
for his only son, and grieve for Him as one 
grieves for a firstborn. In that day there 
shall be a great ‘mourning in Jerusalem, 
mlike the mourning at Hadad Rimmon 
in the plain of Megiddo.* 12"And the land 
shall mourn, every family by itself: the 
family of the house of David by itself, and 
their wives by themselves; the family of the 
house of °Nathan by itself, and their wives 
by themselves; !3the family of the house 
of Levi by itself, and their wives by them- 
selves; the family of Shimei by itself, and 
their wives by themselves; !4all the fami- 
lies that remain, every family by itself, and 
their wives by themselves. 


Idolatry Cut Off 
13 “In that ¢day »a fountain shall be 
opened for the house of David and for 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and 
for cuncleanness. 
2“Tt shall be in that day,” says the LORD 
of hosts, “that I will 4cut off the names of 
the idols from the land, and they shall no 
longer be remembered. I will also cause 
ethe prophets and the unclean spirit to 


*12:1 Ororacle *12:11 Hebrew Megiddon 


foolish shepherd. This phrase means to behave like 
one. eat the flesh of the fat and tear their hooves 
in pieces. These phrases express the savagery of a 
foolish shepherd. 

11:17 worthless shepherd. He will be judged. His 
“arm,” which should have been used to protect the 
sheep, will wither. His “right eye,” which should have 
watched over the sheep, will be blinded. 

12:1 The burden. As in 9:1, the burden is a weighty 
judgment that the prophet must discharge. heav- 
ens ... theearth ... the spirit of man. Three 
phrases are used here in describing the greatness of 
God as Creator. 

12:3 heavy stone. Jerusalem is compared to a heavy 
stone that brings injury to anyone who tries to 
remove it from its place. 

12:6 Judah. Here, Judah is likened to (1) “a firepan” 
used to carry hot coals for the purpose of starting a 
fire, and (2) “a fiery torch” that could quickly ignite a 
field of cut grain. 

12:10 Spirit of grace. These words refer to the 
gracious working of the Holy Spirit that leads to 


conviction and repentance (John 16:8-11). suppli- 
cation. The Spirit will stimulate an attitude of repen- 
tance and prayer for God’s mercy. There are many 
significant ministries of the Holy Spirit in the period 
of the Hebrew kingdom. 

12:12-14 the house of David ... the house of 
Levi... their wives by themselves. These words are 
quoted in the Talmud as an argument for separating 
men and women in worship. But the verse seems to 
indicate that each mourner will face his or her sorrow 
alone, without the comfort of companionship. 

13:2 cut off the names of the idols. |n ancient times, 
a person's name reflected his or her reputation. 
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21:6, 7] °[Heb. 9:14] Ezek. 36:25 13:24Ex. 23:13 ¢Jer. 
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depart from the land. It shall come to pass 
that if anyone still prophesies, then his fa- 
ther and mother who begot him will say to 
him, ‘You shall fnot live, because you have 
spoken lies in the name of the LORD.’ And 
his father and mother who begot him £shall 
thrust him through when he prophesies. 

4“And it shall be in that day that "every 
prophet will be ashamed of his vision when 
he prophesies; they will not wear ‘a robe of 
coarse hair to deceive. 5/But he will say, ‘I 
am no prophet, I am a farmer; for a man 
taught me to keep cattle from my youth.’ 
6And one will say to him, ‘What are these 
wounds between your arms?” Then he will 
answer, ‘Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of my friends.’ 


The Shepherd Savior 
7 “Awake, O sword, against ?My 
Shepherd, 
Against the Man 'who is My 
Companion,” 


Says the LorD of hosts. 
m“Strike the Shepherd, 
And the sheep will be scattered; 
Then I will turn My hand against "the 
little ones. 
8 And it shall come to pass in all the 
land,” 
Says the LORD, 
“That two-thirds in it shall be cut off 
and die, 
pBut one-third shall be left in it: 
9 [will bring the one-third *through the 
fire, 
Will "refine them as silver is refined, 
And test them as gold is tested. 
sThey will call on My name, 
And I will answer them. 
‘] will say, ‘This is My people’; 
And each one will say, ‘The LORD is 


my God.’” 

The Day of the LorD 

1 Behold, ¢the day of the LORD is 
coming, 


Zechariah 14:7, @ 1043 
And your spoil will be divided in your 
midst. 
2 For °I will gather all the nations to 
battle against Jerusalem; 
The city shall be taken, 
The houses rifled, 
And the women ravished. 
Half of the city shall go into 
captivity, 
But the remnant of the people shall not 
be cut off from the city. 


3 Then the LORD will go forth 
And fight against those nations, 
As He fights in the day of battle. 
4 And in that day His feet will stand con 
the Mount of Olives, 
Which faces Jerusalem on the east. 
And the Mount of Olives shall be split 
in two, 
From east to west, 
dMaking a very large valley; 
Half of the mountain shall move 
toward the north 
And half of it toward the south. 


5 Then you shall flee through My 
mountain valley, 
For the mountain valley shall reach to 
Azal. 
Yes, you shall flee 
As you fled from the ¢earthquake 
In the days of Uzziah king of Judah. 


fThus the LoRD my God will come, 
And £all the saints with You.* 


6 It shall come to pass in that day 
That there will be no light; 
The lights will diminish. 
7 Tt shall be one day 
hWhich is known to the LORD— 
Neither day nor night. 
But at ‘evening time it shall 
happen 
That it will be light. 


*13:6 Or hands * 14:5 Or you; Septuagint, Tar- 
gum, and Vulgate read Him. 


Zechariah anticipated the complete removal of the 
reputation and acknowledgment of false gods. 

13:4 a robe of coarse hair. This was the traditional 
clothing of a prophet. False prophets will deny that 
they are prophets for fear of punishment, and will 
refuse to wear one (2 Kin. 1:8; Matt. 3:4). 

13:6 wounds between your arms. This is probably 
a reference to the profession of an ecstatic prophet 
who slashed himself on the back or breast. Self-in- 
flicted wounds were thought to gain the attention 
and blessing of the gods (1 Kin. 18:28). Under ques- 
tioning, the man declares that the wounds were 
received from friends so that he will not be found 
out as a false prophet and be put to death (v. 3). 
13:7 O sword. The sword, an instrument of death, 
is likened to a warrior being roused for action. The 
Lord commands the sword to strike the Messiah. 
My Shepherd. This clearly indicates that the death 
of Jesus was not accident, but was divinely deter- 
mined. 


13:9 refine them. The smelting pot uses intense heat 
to separate the dross from pure metal. test them. 
Once refined, precious metal must be analyzed to 
determine its value. 

14:4 Mount of Olives. This is located east of Jeru- 
salem and the Kidron valley: it is a north-south hill 
about 2,700 feet in elevation. The Messiah will return 
to the Mount of Olives, the very mountain from which 
He will have ascended after His time on earth (Acts 
1:10-11). On the day of Messiah’s return, the mount 
will be split by a deep east-west valley. 
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8 And in that day it shall be 
That living ‘waters shall flow from 
Jerusalem, 
Half of them toward the eastern sea 
And half of them toward the western 
sea; 
In both summer and winter it shall 
occur. 
9 And the LorRD shall be *King over all 
the earth. 
In that day it shall be— 
“The LORD is one,”* 
And His name one. 


10A 1] the land shall be turned into a plain 
from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem* shall be raised up and ™inhab- 
ited in her place from Benjamin’s Gate to 
the place of the First Gate and the Corner 
Gate, "and from the Tower of Hananel to 
the king’s winepresses. 


1l_ The people shall dwell in it; 
And °no longer shall there be utter 
destruction, 
pBut Jerusalem shall be safely 
inhabited. 


12And this shall be the plague with 
which the LORD will strike all the people 
who fought against Jerusalem: 


Their flesh shall dissolve while they 
stand on their feet, 

Their eyes shall dissolve in their 
sockets, 

And their tongues shall dissolve in 
their mouths. 


13 It shall come to pass in that day 
That 4a great panic from the LORD will 
be among them. 
Everyone will seize the hand of his 
neighbor, 
And raise "his hand against his 
neighbor’s hand; 
4 Judah also will fight at 
Jerusalem. 


sAnd the wealth of all the surrounding 
nations 
Shall be gathered together: 
Gold, silver, and apparel in great 
abundance. 


15 tSuch also shall be the plague 
On the horse and the mule, 
On the camel and the donkey, 
And on all the cattle that will be in 
those camps. 
So shall this plague be. 


The Nations Worship the King 

16And it shall come to pass that every- 
one who is left of all the nations which 
came against Jerusalem shall “go up from 
year to year to ’worship the King, the LORD 
of hosts, and to keep vthe Feast of Taber- 
nacles. !7xAnd it shall be that whichever of 
the families of the earth do not come up to 
Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD 
of hosts, on them there will be no rain. !8If 
the family of YEgypt will not come up and 
enter in, 7they shall have no rain; they shall 
receive the plague with which the LORD 
strikes the nations who do not come up to 
keep the Feast of Tabernacles. !9This shall 
be the punishment of Egypt and the pun- 
ishment of all the nations that do not come 
up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 

20In that day ““HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD?” shall be engraved on the bells of 
the horses. The »pots in the LORD’s house 
shall be like the bowls before the altar. 
21Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah 
shall be holiness to the LORD of hosts.* 
Everyone who sacrifices shall come and 
take them and cook in them. In that day 
there shall no longer be a ‘Canaanite 4in 
the house of the LorRD of hosts. 


* 14:9 Compare Deuteronomy 6:4 * 14:10 Lit- 
erally She *14:21 Or onevery pot... shall 
be (engraved) “HOLINESS TO THE LORD OF 
HOSTS” 


14:8 living waters. This term describes running 
water from a spring or river, in contrast to the stale 
and stagnant water of a cistern (Jer. 2:13). The water 
will flow from Jerusalem toward the eastern sea (the 
Dead Sea) and the western sea (the Mediterranean). 
In contrast with the seasonal streams that flow only 
during the rainy season, these streams will irrigate 
the land in both summer and winter. 

14:11 shall be safely inhabited. This is a contrast to 
the time of Nehemiah when the population of Jeru- 
salem was sparse (Neh. 7:4; 11:1). In the Lord’s coming 
kingdom, the city will be inhabited and its citizens 
secure. 

14:18-19 Egypt. In this passage, Egypt is used as an 
example of the nations that are unwilling to come to 
Jerusalem to worship King Messiah and celebrate the 
feast. It will be subject to divine judgment because it 
was a traditional enemy of Israel. 

14:20-21 HOLINESS TO THE LORD. These words will 


be inscribed on the gold headband worn by the high 
priest (Ex. 28:36). Holiness will so permeate Messiah's 
kingdom that even the lowly cooking pots will be 
holy. The name “Canaanite” here refers to the mer- 
chants who frequented Jerusalem and the temple 
courts with their wares (Neh. 13:19-22; Matt. 21:12; 
John 2:14). None will profiteer in the worship of God 
in the coming age. God's search for true worshipers 
will be realized in the company of devoted, holy peo- 
ple. 
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THE BOOK OF 


MALACHI 


> AUTHOR: The only Old Testament mention of Malachi is in 1:1. Nothing else is 
known of Malachi, not even his father’s name. But tradition holds that he too, like 
Zechariah, was a member of the Great Synagogue. He is generally accepted as the 
author of this book. It is likely that Malachi proclaimed his message when Nehemiah 
was absent from Judah between 432 B.c. and 425 B.c., almost a century after Haggai 
and Zechariah began to prophesy. Thus, because of its place in history and the Old 
Testament, Malachi is a transitional book. Its primary themes are consistent with the 
rest of the Old Testament, but it also serves as a precursor to the New Testament. 

> TIME: c. 432-425 B.c. > KEY VERSE: Mal. 2:17 

> THEME: In Malachi, the days of political upheaval are past, and the country is 
living in an uneventful waiting period. The people are waiting for Messiah to bring 
the glorious restoration of their nation to the renewed prominence of the Davidic 
and Solomonic period. There is a sense the people are losing touch with God during 
this rather uneventful time. The old problem with idol worship is gone, but other 
problems have taken its place. Malachi's role is to call the people back to a genuine, 
enduring faith in God. His dominant admonition is for a personal relationship with 


the living God, who seeks men to walk with Him (2:6). 


The burden* of the word of the LORD to 
Israel by Malachi. 


Israel Beloved of God 
2 “Ta have loved you,” says the LORD. 
“Yet you say, ‘In what way have You 
loved us?’ 
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” 
Says the LORD. 
“Yet Jacob I have loved; 
3 But Esau I have hated, 
And ¢laid waste his mountains and his 
heritage 
For the jackals of the wilderness.” 


4 Even though Edom has said, 
“We have been impoverished, 
But we will return and build the 
desolate places,” 


Thus says the LORD of hosts: 


“They may build, but I will “throw 
down; 


They shall be called the Territory of 
Wickedness, 

And the people against whom the LORD 
will have indignation forever. 

5 Your eyes shall see, 
And you shall say, 
e‘The LorD is magnified beyond the 

border of Israel.’ 


Polluted Offerings 
6 “A son fhonors his father, 
And a servant his master. 
sIf then I am the Father, 
Where is My honor? 
And if lama Master, 
Where is My reverence? 
Says the LORD of hosts 
To you priests who despise My name. 
hYet you say, ‘In what way have we 
despised Your name?’ 


* 1:1 Or oracle 


1:1 to Israel. In the postexilic period, the use of the 
word Israel for the people of Judah expresses the 
hope that the Lord was in the process of reasserting 
the fullness of His original promises to His people. 
The name “Malachi” means “My messenger.” 

1:3 Esau I have hated. The contrast between the 
words Jove and hate here and in verse 2 seems too 
strong. But on many occasions in the Old Testament, 
the verb hate has the basic meaning “not to choose.” 
God's love for Jacob was expressed in His electing 
grace in extending His covenant to Jacob and to 
his descendants (Gen. 25:21—26; Is. 44:1-5). In His 


sovereign purpose, God set His love on the one and 
not the other. The term hate may carry the idea of 
indifference as well. 

1:6 A son honors his father. Here the Lord uses tru- 
isms: A father and a master can expect honor from 
those beneath them, but God was not receiving the 
honor due Him. If then | am the Father. The image 


1:27 Deut. 4:37; 7:8; 23:5 © Rom. 9:13 
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1046 & Malachi 1:7 
7 “You offer ‘defiled food on My altar, 
But say, 
‘In what way have we defiled You?’ 
By saying, 
i‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’ 
8 And when you offer the blind as a 
sacrifice, 
Is it not evil? 
And when you offer the lame and sick, 
Is it not evil? 
Offer it then to your governor! 
Would he be pleased with you? 
Would he !accept you favorably?” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 


9 “But now entreat God’s favor, 
That He may be gracious to us. 
mW hile this is being done by your hands, 
Will He accept you favorably?” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 
10 “Who is there even among you who 
would shut the doors, 
nSo that you would not kindle fire on 
My altar in vain? 
I have no pleasure in you,” 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
o“Nor will I accept an offering from your 
hands. 
For from the rising of the sun, even to 
its going down, 
My name shall be great “among the 
Gentiles; 
In every place sincense shall be offered 
to My name, 
And a pure offering; 
tFor My name shall be great among the 
nations,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 


12 “But you profane it, 

In that you say, 

u'The table of the LORD* is defiled; 

And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’ 
13 You also Say, 

‘Oh, what a vweariness!’ 

And you sneer at it,” 

Says the LORD of hosts. 

“And you bring the stolen, the lame, 

and the sick; 


Thus you bring an offering! 
wShould I accept this from your hand?” 
Says the LORD. 
14 “But cursed be xthe deceiver 
Who has in his flock a male, 
And takes a vow, 
But sacrifices to the Lord »what is 
blemished— 
For 27] ama great King,” 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
“And My name is to be feared among 
the nations. 


Corrupt Priests 
2 “And now, O 4priests, this 
commandment is for you. 

2 bIf you will not hear, 
And if you will not take it to heart, 
To give glory to My name,” 
Says the LorD of hosts, 

“T will send a curse upon you, 

And I will curse your blessings. 
Yes, I have cursed them calready, 
Because you do not take it to heart. 


3 “Behold, I will rebuke your descendants 
And spread ¢refuse on your faces, 

The refuse of your solemn feasts; 
And one will ¢take you away with it. 

4 Then you shall know that I have sent 

this commandment to you, 

That My covenant with Levi may 
continue,” 

Says the LorD of hosts. 

5 “Myf covenant was with him, one of life 

and peace, 

And I gave them to him that he might 
fear Me; 

So he feared Me 

And was reverent before My name. 

6 hThe law of truth* was in his mouth, 
And injustice was not found on his lips. 
He walked with Me in peace and 

equity, 
And iturned many away from iniquity. 


* 1:12 Following Bomberg; Masoretic Text reads 
Lord. *2:6 Or true instruction 


of God as Father is common in the New Testament, 
but less frequent in the Old Testament (Is. 63:16; 64:8). 
1:8 the blind... lame and sick. The demands of the 
holy worship of God had been made clear in the law. 
Only the very best should be presented as an offer- 
ing to the Lord (Lev. 1:3); no one was to come with an 
offering that was blemished or unclean (Lev. 7:19-21). 
1:11 great among the Gentiles. God would one day 
receive praise from all the nations. Even the despised 
Gentiles would offer praise, while God’s own people 
were profaning His holy name (Ps. 87; 117). 

1:14 | am a great King. The reputation of the Lord 
among His people was to have been the means 
whereby all the nations would be drawn to worship 
Him as well. 

2:2 | will send a curse. At the passage of the people 
into the Promised Land, the Levites spread before the 
people the blessings of obedience and the curses on 
disobedience (Deut. 27; 28). But the priests were not 


obeying the law that they were supposed to uphold. 
They would therefore receive the curses. 

2:3 refuse. This was the refuse in the sacrificed ani- 
mal that should have been removed when the animal 
was prepared for sacrifice to the Lord. 

2:6 The law of truth. The priests of the Old Testa- 
ment period had a twofold responsibility: they were 
to represent the people in holy worship before the 
iving God, and they were to teach and apply God's 
aw to the people. in peace and equity. This refers to 
complete moral virtue in all things before the Lord. 
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“For! the lips of a priest should keep 
knowledge, 
And people should seek the law from 
his mouth; 
kFor he is the messenger of the LORD 
of hosts. 
But you have departed from the way; 
You ‘have caused many to stumble at 
the law. 
mYou have corrupted the covenant of 
Levi,” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 
“Therefore "I also have made you 
contemptible and base 
Before all the people, 
Because you have not kept My ways 
But have shown “partiality in the law.” 


oo 


-) 


Treachery of Infidelity 
10 pHave we not all one Father? 
qHas not one God created us? 
Why do we deal treacherously with 
one another 
By profaning the covenant of the fathers? 
11 Judah has dealt treacherously, 
And an abomination has been committed 
in Israel and in Jerusalem, 
For Judah has "profaned 
The Lorp’s holy institution which He 
loves: 


Malachi2:15 @ 1047 
He has married the daughter of a 
foreign god. 
12 May the LorD cut off from the tents of 
Jacob 
The man who does this, being awake 
and aware,* 
Yet swho brings an offering to the 
LORD of hosts! 


13 And this is the second thing you do: 

You cover the altar of the LORD with 
tears, 

With weeping and crying; 

So He does not regard the offering 
anymore, 

Nor receive it with goodwill from your 
hands. 

4 Yet you say, “For what reason?” 
Because the LORD has been witness 
Between you and ‘the wife of your 

youth, 
With whom you have dealt 
treacherously; 
uYet she is your companion 
And your wife by covenant. 

15 But vdid He not make them one, 
Having a remnant of the Spirit? 
And why one? 


*2:12 Talmud and Vulgate read teacher and 
student. 


2:7 messenger. In the Old Testaments, prophets were 
commonly called messengers. But apparently this is 
the only time in the Old Testament that priests are 
specifically called the messengers of the Lord (3:1). 
2:10 God the Father of All—The Fatherhood of God 
applies in a general sense to everyone since all men 
and women are created by God in His image. God is 
the Father of the human race. Several Scriptures speak 
of God as “the Father of spirits” (Heb. 12:9; Num. 16:22; 
Eccl. 12:7). Paul even agrees with a heathen poet that 
all men are God's offspring (Acts 17:28). James 3:9 says 
that men have been made in God's image. 

God is also the Father of all as sustainer of life. 
Every person is an object of His fatherly care (Matt. 
18:10) and a candidate for His Kingdom (Luke 18:16). 
Furthermore, God is not willing that any should 
perish (Matt. 18:14; 1 Tim. 2:4). Even when men and 
women reject God He still provides for them as He 
does believers with rain, fruitful seasons, food, and 
gladness (Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17). 

2:11 the Lorp’s holy institution which He loves. 
The text presents the ideas of affection and revulsion 
which we usually think of in the verbs to Jove and to 
hate. Marriage is something God loves; divorce is 
something He hates (v. 16). The Lord’s people had pol- 
luted something in which God takes great pleasure. 
2:13 the second thing you do. The prophets at times 
spoke of the compounding sins of the people (Jer. 
2:13). Here, tears seem to be judged as hypocritical 
acts of insincere repentance (Is. 1:10-15). 

2:14 what reason. The feigned surprise of the people 
fooled no one, certainly not the Lord. witness. There 
are some whose witness may be challenged, but the 
Lord is not among them (3:5). wife of your youth. 
These men had not only married pagan wives, but 
they had divorced their first wives to make room for 
their new ones. 


2:15-16 God and Marriage—While couples make 
the marriage covenant with each other, God is a party 
in the relationship too. He owns us and makes us one, 
all at the same time. Going back to Genesis 2:24, He 
designed man and woman for each other; to be in 
relationship with each other, out of His wisdom for 
what was best for them. This design was the culminat- 
ing action in the creation process. Out of it was to be 
the future of this race, this species that God created 
to rule with Him. Marriage is not just an institution for 
couples, but for society and God. In marriage we fulfill 
God's plan for the universe. God not only made the 
couple one, in a way He made Himself one with the 
couple too. It grieves Him when we cannot or will not 
follow through with our part of this covenant. 

The best way to carry on the faith is through 
children of functioning covenant marriages. This 
only confirms what all the statistics are increasingly 
telling us. When divorce rates started soaring in the 
mid-twentieth century, many thought children were 
resilient and handling the dissolution of their families 
well. Current studies, years later, indicate children of 
these divorces have significantly greater problems 
coping with life when compared with children from 
intact families. While there is enormous complexity 
involved in a marriage relationship, nothing about it 
is more important in making it work than the com- 
mitment to maintain it. 

2:15 aremnant of the Spirit. This somewhat difficult 
phrase most likely indicates the work of God’s Holy 
Spirit in the life of the married couple. God has joined 
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He seeks “godly offspring. 

Therefore take heed to your spirit, 

And let none deal treacherously with 
the wife of his youth. 


16 “For xthe LORD God of Israel says 
That He hates divorce, 
For it covers one’s garment with violence,” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 
“Therefore take heed to your spirit, 
That you do not deal treacherously.” 


17 yYou have wearied the LORD with your 

words; 

Yet you say, 

“In what way have we wearied Him?” 
In that you say, 
z“Fveryone who does evil 

Is good in the sight of the LORD, 

And He delights in them,” 

Or, “Where is the God of justice?” 


The Coming Messenger 
“Behold, ¢I send My messenger, 
And he will »prepare the way 
before Me. 
And the Lord, whom you seek, 
Will suddenly come to His temple, 
cEven the Messenger of the covenant, 
In whom you delight. 
Behold, He is coming,” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 


2 “But who can endure ¢the day of His 
coming? 
And fwho can stand when He appears? 
For £He is like a refiner’s fire 
And like launderers’ soap. 
3 hHe will sit as a refiner and a purifier of 
silver; 
He will purify the sons of Levi, 
And purge them as gold and silver, 
That they may ‘offer to the LORD 
An offering in righteousness. 


4 “Then ithe offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem 
Will be pleasant to the LORD, 


As in the days of old, 
As in former years. 
5 And I will come near you for judgment; 
I will be a swift witness 
Against sorcerers, 
Against adulterers, 
kAgainst perjurers, 
Against those who exploit wage earners 
and ™widows and orphans, 
And against those who turn away an 
alien— 
Because they do not fear Me,” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 


6 “For Iam the LorD, "I do not change; 
oTherefore you are not consumed, 
O sons of Jacob. 
7 Yet from the days of "your fathers 
You have gone away from My ordinances 
And have not kept them. 
aReturn to Me, and I will return to you,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 
But you said, 
‘In what way shall we return?’ 


Do Not Rob God 
8 “Will aman rob God? 
Yet you have robbed Me! 
But you say, 
‘In what way have we robbed You?’ 
sIn tithes and offerings. 
9 You are cursed with a curse, 
For you have robbed Me, 
Even this whole nation. 
10 tBring all the tithes into the 
ustorehouse, 
That there may be food in My house, 
And try Me now in this,” 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
“Tf I will not open for you the Ywindows 
of heaven 
And “pour out for you such blessing 
That there will not be room enough to 
receive it. 


ll “And I will rebuke *the devourer for 
your sakes, 


them, and by His Spirit He has worked on their behalf 
to strengthen them. 

2:16 treacherously. To the Lord, attitudes of indif- 
ference to marriage vows and duties are the actions 
of a traitor. 

2:17 You have wearied the Lorb. God is wearied by 
people who do not submit to Him but who argue 
their points against His revelation. When justice 
comes, they will be sorry they asked (3:5). 

3:1 Messenger of the covenant. This is a messianic 
title, referring to the One who will initiate the new 
covenant (Jer. 31:33-34; Matt. 26:28; Heb. 12:24). He 
is coming. As in Psalm 96:13, this dramatic wording 
indicates something that was just about to occur. 
However, it would be 400 years before these words 
would be fulfilled. 

3:2 like a refiner’s fire and like launderer’s soap. 
These two images are vivid illustrations of the purify- 
ing process. The Savior King Himself will sift all peo- 
ple to prepare for His reign. 

3:3 purify the sons of Levi. Since the priests had come 


under such strong censure in this book (1:6—2:9), and 
since the prophet himself was likely a priest, these 
words would have had a special significance for him. 
3:6 For | am the Lorp, | do not change. We might 
expect these opening words to ensure the nation’s 
doom. Instead, they give assurance of God’s continu- 
ing mercy. 

3:8 tithes. These were gifts to the Lord that the law 
required. There were three: two that were annual and 
one that came every three years. The tithe supported 
the priests and Levites, and also widows, orphans, 
and foreigners (Deut. 14:28-29). 
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So that he will not destroy the fruit of 
your ground, 

Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for 
you in the field,” 

Says the LorD of hosts; 

12 “And all nations will call you blessed, 
For you will be Ya delightful land,” 
Says the LorD of hosts. 


The People Complain Harshly 
13 “Yourz words have been harsh against Me,” 
Says the LORD, 
“Yet you Say, 
‘What have we spoken against You?’ 
14 aYou have said, 
‘Tt is useless to serve God; 
What profit is it that we have kept His 
ordinance, 
And that we have walked as mourners 
Before the LORD of hosts? 
15 So now >we call the proud blessed, 
For those who do wickedness are 
raised up; 
They even ctempt God and go free.’” 


A Book of Remembrance 
16 Then those who feared the LORD 
espoke to one another, 
And the LorD listened and heard them; 
So fa book of remembrance was 
written before Him 
For those who fear the LORD 
And who meditate on His name. 


17 “They? shall be Mine,” says the LORD of 
hosts, 
“On the day that Imake them My “jewels.* 
And ‘J will spare them 
As aman spares his own son who 
serves him.” 
18 ijThen you shall again discern 
Between the righteous and the wicked, 
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Between one who serves God 
And one who does not serve Him. 


The Great Day of God 
“For behold, “the day is coming, 
Burning like an oven, 
And all the proud, yes, all who do 
wickedly will be «stubble. 
And the day which is coming shall 
burn them up,” 
Says the LorD of hosts, 
“That will “leave them neither root nor 
branch. 
2 But to you who ¢fear My name 
The fSun of Righteousness shall arise 
With healing in His wings; 
And you shall go out 
And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 
3 You shall trample the wicked, 
For they shall be ashes under the soles 
of your feet 
On the day that I do this,” 
Says the LORD of hosts. 


4 “Remember the "Law of Moses, My 
servant, 
Which I commanded him in Horeb for 
all Israel, 
With ithe statutes and judgments. 
5 Behold, I will send you /Elijah the 
prophet 
kBefore the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD. 
6 And ‘he will turn 
The hearts of the fathers to the 
children, 
And the hearts of the children to their 
fathers, 
Lest I come and “strike the earth with 
na curse.” 


* 3:17 Literally special treasure 


3:12 all nations. One of the ways in which other 
countries would be drawn to the worship of the Lord 
was by seeing how the people of Israel fared with the 
Lord as their God. a delightful land. The adjective 
indicates enjoyment, life that is genuinely pleasur- 
able (1:10). 

3:14 What profit. The people secretly entertained 
doubts about the value of following the Lord. In fact, 
they had not really “kept His ordinance.” The proper 
attitude is encouraged in Malachi 4:4. 

3:16 a book of remembrance. God never forgets His 
promises. God teaches us to remember and value the 
good that people do (Phil. 4:8); He does the same as 
He commands us. 

3:17 They shall be Mine. These words are exciting 
because we can sense in them the pride God has in 
His children. 

3:18 one who serves God. Serving God means put- 
ting Him first, obeying His commands, and finding 
one’s chief joy in life the advancement of the glory 
of His name. 

4:2 With healing in His wings. The prophet com- 
pares the Savior to a bird whose comforting wings 
bring healing to the chicks that gather underneath 
(Ps. 91:1-4). 

4:5 Elijah the prophet. There are three ways in which 


this prophecy might be fulfilled: (1) John the Baptist, 
whom Malachi had already prophesied (3:1), was the 
first to fill the promise of the Elijah figure. John, like 
Elijah, was a minister of the Lord calling the people 
to repent and prepare for the coming of the Messiah 
(Matt. 11:14). (2) Elijah appeared in person along with 
Moses at the transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-8). (3) An Eli- 
jah-like figure will appear at the end times; he will call 
fire down from heaven just as Elijah did (1 Kin. 18:36; 
Rev. 11:1-7). 

4:6 fathers to the children . . . children to their 
fathers. Malachi ends with a promise and a warning. 
As in every act of God announcing judgment, there 
is also an offer of His mercy (Jon. 4:2). a curse. The 
term is one of the harshest in Scripture. The Hebrew 
word suggests complete annihilation. This is the term 
translated “accursed” in the account of the destruc- 
tion of Jericho (Josh. 6). 


3:12YDan.8:9 3:13 2Mal. 2:17 
3:15 Ps, 73:12 ¢Ps. 95:9 
3:13 fPs.56:8 3:179Ex. 19:5 Is. 62:3 /Ps. 103:13 
3:18/[Ps.58:11]  4:14[2 Pet. 3:7] &Mal. 3:18 ©Obad. 
18 4Amos 2:9 4:2@Mal. 3:16 fLuke 1:78 4:39 Mic. 
710 4:4°Ex.20:3 ‘Deut.4:10 4:5/[Matt. 11:14; 
17:10-13; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 1:17]; John 1:21 ‘Joel 2:31 
4:6! Zech. 1:17 Zech. 14:12 "Zech. 5:3 


3:14 Job 21:14 
3:164 Ps, 66:16 @Heb. 


THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


The Words of Christ in Red 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


MATTHEW 


> AUTHOR: The early church uniformly attributed this Gospel to Matthew, and no 
tradition to the contrary ever emerged. This book was known early and accepted 
quickly. Matthew occupied the unpopular post of tax collector in Capernaum for 
the Roman government, and as a result he was no doubt disliked by his Jewish 
countrymen. He was chosen as one of the twelve apostles, and the last appearance 
of his name in the Bible is in Acts 1:13. Matthew’s life from that point on is veiled in 
tradition. 

> TIME: c. 4 B.c.-A.D. 33 > KEY VERSES: Matt. 16:16-19 

> THEME: Matthew is typically described as the story of Jesus written by a Jew for 
Jewish people. In this context it contains the most references to Jewish culture and 
the Old Testament of the Gospels. The author's main purpose seems to be proving 
to his Jewish readers that Jesus is their Messiah. Matthew is also the fullest system- 
atic account of Christ's teachings. These five “blocks” of teaching are one of the key 
differences with the other Gospels: Chapters 5-7, The Sermon on the Mount; chap- 
ter 10, The Mission Charge; chapter 13, The Parables of the Kingdom; chapter 18, The 


Church; chapters 23-25, Judgment and the End of the Age. 


The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

The book of the ¢genealogy of Jesus 

Christ, >the Son of David, cthe Son of 
Abraham: 

2dAbraham begot Isaac, eIsaac begot 
Jacob, and Jacob begot ‘Judah and his 
brothers. 3sJudah begot Perez and Zerah 
by Tamar, "Perez begot Hezron, and Hez- 
ron begot Ram. 4Ram begot Amminadab, 
Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon 
begot Salmon. 5Salmon begot ‘Boaz by Ra- 
hab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot 
Jesse, Sand iJesse begot David the king. 

kDavid the king begot Solomon by her 
who had been the wife* of Uriah. 7'Solo- 
mon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot 
mAbijah, and Abijah begot Asa.* 8Asa 
begot "Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot 
Joram, and Joram begot °Uzziah. 9Uzziah 
begot Jotham, Jotham begot pAhaz, and 


Ahaz begot Hezekiah. !¢Hezekiah begot 
Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon,* and 
Amon begot "Josiah. UsJosiah begot Jeco- 
niah and his brothers about the time they 
were ‘carried away to Babylon. 

12And after they were brought to Bab- 
ylon, “Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Sheal- 
tiel begot vZerubbabel. !3Zerubbabel begot 
Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim 
begot Azor. 14Azor begot Zadok, Zadok be- 
got Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 5Eliud 
begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and 
Matthan begot Jacob. 1*And Jacob begot 
Joseph the husband of wMary, of whom 
was born Jesus who is called Christ. 


* 1:6 Words in italic type have been added for 
clarity. They are not found in the original Greek. 
*1:7 NU-Text reads Asaph. *1:10 NU-Text reads 
Amos. 


1:1 genealogy. Jesus’ genealogy is crucial to His 
claim to be the Messiah, as it traces the lineage of 
Joseph, His recognized father, back to Abraham 
through David. It shows that from a legal standpoint, 
Jesus is qualified to rule from the throne of David. 

1:3 Tamar. The mention of women in a Jewish gene- 
alogy is unusual. But in addition to Mary, four women 
are listed in this catalogue of names: Tamar, who was 
involved in a scandal with Judah (Gen. 38); Rahab, the 
Canaanite harlot of Jericho (Josh. 2:1—21); Ruth, who 
was not an Israelite, but a Moabite (Ruth 1:4); and 
Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, who committed adul- 
tery with David (2 Sam. 11:1-5). At the beginning of 
his Gospel, Matthew shows how God's grace forgives 
the darkest of sins and reaches beyond the nation of 


Israel to the world. He also points out that God can lift 
the lowest and place them in royal lineage. 

1:16 the husband of Mary. Matthew was careful not 
to identify Jesus as the physical son of Joseph. The 
Greek pronoun translated “of whom” is feminine and 
refers to Mary. called Christ. The words “Messiah” 
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17So all the generations from Abraham 
to David are fourteen generations, from 
David until the captivity in Babylon are 
fourteen generations, and from the captiv- 
ity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen 
generations. 


Christ Born of Mary 

18Now the xbirth of Jesus Christ was 
as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came to- 
gether, she was found with child Yof the 
Holy Spirit. !8Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not wanting zto make 
her a public example, was minded to put 
her away secretly. 29But while he thought 
about these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take to you Mary your wife, ¢for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 
21bAnd she will bring forth a Son, and you 
shall call His name JESUS, ‘for He will save 
His people from their sins.” 

22So all this was done that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying: 23¢“Be- 
hold, the virgin shall be with child, and 
bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,”* which is translated, “God 
with us.” 

24Then Joseph, being aroused from 
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord com- 
manded him and took to him his wife, 
25and did not know her till she had brought 
forth ¢her firstborn Son.* And he called His 
name JESUS. 


Wise Men from the East 
Now after «Jesus was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men »from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2saying, ‘Where is He 


who has been born King of the Jews? For 
we have seen His star in the East and have 
come to worship Him.” 

3When Herod the king heard this, he 
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4And when he had gathered all ¢the chief 
priests and fscribes of the people together, 
she inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. 

5So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 


6 ‘But’ you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, 
Are not the least among the rulers of 
Judah; 
For out of you shall come a Ruler 
iWho will shepherd My people Israel.’”* 


7Then Herod, when he had secretly 
called the wise men, determined from 
them what time the istar appeared. 8And 
he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the young Child, 
and when you have found Him, bring back 
word to me, that I may come and worship 
Him also.” 

9When they heard the king, they de- 
parted; and behold, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till 
it came and stood over where the young 
Child was. !0When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. UAnd 
when they had come into the house, they 
saw the young Child with Mary His moth- 
er, and fell down and worshiped Him. And 
when they had opened their treasures, 
kthey presented gifts to Him: gold, frank- 
incense, and myrrh. 


* 1:23 Isaiah 7:14. Words in oblique type in the 
New Testament are quoted from the Old Testa- 
ment. *1:25 NU-TextreadsaSon. *2:6 Micah 
5:2 


(from the Hebrew) and “Christ” (from the Greek) both 
mean “Anointed One.” 

1:17 Abraham ... until the Christ. The genealogy 
is broken down into three groups of names with 14 
generations in each list. A basic covenant is set forth 
in each period: the Abrahamic covenant, the Davidic 
covenant, and the new covenant. 

1:18 betrothed. In Jewish culture, this covenant was 
made about a year before the marriage. Engagement 
was understood to be as binding as a marriage cov- 
enant, therefore a legal divorce was required to with- 
draw from the agreement. 

1:23 Behold ... Immanuel. The angel's message to 
Joseph indicated that Mary would fulfill the prophecy 
of Isaiah (Is. 7:14). “Jesus,” the Greek form of “Joshua,” 
means “salvation.” 

1:25 did not know her till. The clear implication is 
that Mary was a virgin only until the birth of Jesus. 
The brothers and sisters of Jesus (13:55-56) were 
probably younger siblings born to Joseph and Mary 
after Jesus’ birth. Joseph could not have had children 
by a previous marriage, as some suppose, for then 
Jesus would not have been heir to the Davidic throne 
as the oldest son of Joseph. 


2:1 wise men from the East. These “wise men” would 
have been of the same class as the “wise men” of Bab- 
ylon over whom Daniel was made ruler (Dan. 2:48). to 
Jerusalem. Contrary to popular belief, the events of 
chapter two probably took place some months after 
Jesus’ birth. Herod murdered all the male children 
age two and under, going by the time the wise men 
said the star had appeared (and probably leaving a 
significant margin for error). In addition, it would 
have been strange for Mary and Joseph to offer the 
sacrifice of the poor (see Lev. 12:8; Luke 2:24) if the 
wise men had just given them rich gifts. 

2:7 Then Herod. This is Herod the Great, who reigned 
over Palestine for over thirty years. A crafty ruler and 
avish builder, Herod had a reign marked by cruelty 
and bloodshed. 
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2Then, being divinely warned !in a 
dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed for their own coun- 
try another way. 


The Flight into Egypt 

13Now when they had departed, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young 
Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and 
stay there until I bring you word; for Herod 
will seek the young Child to destroy Him.” 

144When he arose, he took the young 
Child and His mother by night and de- 
parted for Egypt, and was there until the 
death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying, "“Out of Egypt I called My 
Son.”* 


Massacre of the Innocents 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he was 
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly 
angry; and he sent forth and put to death 
all the male children who were in Bethle- 
hem and in all its districts, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which 
he had determined from the wise men. 
17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 


18 “A nvoice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation, weeping, and great 
mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
Refusing to be comforted, 
Because they are no more.”* 


The Home in Nazareth 

19Now when Herod was dead, behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt, 29saying, “Arise, take 
the young Child and His mother, and go to 
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the land of Israel, for those who Psought 
the young Child’s life are dead.” 2!1Then he 
arose, took the young Child and His moth- 
er, and came into the land of Israel. 

22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea instead of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And be- 
ing warned by God in a 4dream, he turned 
aside "into the region of Galilee. 23And he 
came and dwelt in a city called sNazareth, 
that it might be fulfilled ‘which was spo- 
ken by the prophets, “He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” 


John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
In those days «John the Baptist came 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 

2and saying, “Repent, for cthe kingdom of 

heaven is at hand!” 3For this is he who was 
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: 


4“The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 
e‘Prepare the way of the LORD; 
Make His paths straight.’”* 


4Now ‘John himself was clothed in cam- 
el’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist; and his food was £locusts and "wild 
honey. 5i'Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all 
the region around the Jordan went out to 
him Siand were baptized by him in the Jor- 
dan, confessing their sins. 

7But when he saw many of the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees coming to his bap- 
tism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from 'the wrath to 
come? 8Therefore bear fruits worthy of re- 
pentance, %and do not think to say to your- 
selves, ™We have Abraham as our father.’ 
For I say to you that God is able to raise 


*2:15 Hosea 11:1 
* 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 


* 2:18 Jeremiah 31:15 


2:15 might be fulfilled. The prophecy quoted here, 
from Hosea 11:1, refers to the nation of Israel as God’s 
son coming out of Egypt in the Exodus. Jesus is the 
genuine Son of God, and, as Israel's Messiah, is the 
true Israel (John 15:1); therefore He gives fuller mean- 
ing to the prophecy of Hosea. 

2:18 Rachel weeping for her children. This proph- 
ecy comes from Jeremiah 31:15, in which Rachel, 
entombed near Bethlehem some 13 centuries before 
the Babylonian captivity, is seen weeping for her chil- 
dren as they are led away in 586 B.c. In the slaughter 
of the male infants at the time of Christ’s birth, Rachel 
is again seen weeping for the violent loss of her sons. 
2:23 Nazareth. Those who lived in Nazareth were 
looked down upon (John 1:46). Perhaps God chose 
this place for His Son to emphasize His humanness. 
3:2 Repent. The Greek verb translated “repent” indi- 
cates a change of attitude. The basic idea is a recog- 
nition of sin and a reversal of thinking which changes 
one’s life. 

3:3 Prepare the way of the Lorb. As roads were 
smoothed and straightened for the arrival of a king, 
so John was preparing a spiritual path for the Mes- 
siah. The quotation is from Isaiah 40:3. 


3:7 Pharisees and Sadducees. The Pharisees and 
Sadducees were two prominent groups in Judaism at 
the time of Christ. The groups differed considerably 
in their beliefs. The Pharisees based their beliefs not 
only on the law of Moses, but also on a large body 
of oral tradition. They were devout and zealous, con- 
cerned with outward righteousness. The Sadducees 
were associated with a priestly caste, and in doctrine 
they held primarily to the first five books of Moses. 
They did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, 
and did not adhere to all the detailed laws of the 
Pharisees. Formerly enemies, the two groups seemed 
to unite against a common enemy: the long awaited 
Messiah. 
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up children to Abraham from these stones. 
10And even now the ax is laid to the root 
of the trees. "Therefore every tree which 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. eI] indeed baptize you 
with water unto repentance, but He who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. ?He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.* 
12aHis winnowing fan is in His hand, and 
He will thoroughly clean out His thresh- 
ing floor, and gather His wheat into the 
barn; but He will "burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 


John Baptizes Jesus 

1BsThen Jesus came ‘from Galilee to 
John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 
4And John tried to prevent Him, saying, 
“T need to be baptized by You, and are You 
coming to me?” 

But Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
allowed Him. 

16uWhen He had been baptized, Jesus 
came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, 
and He* saw “the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting upon Him. !7”And 
suddenly a voice came from heaven, say- 
ing, *“This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” 


Satan Tempts Jesus 
Then «Jesus was led up by ’the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. 2And when He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, afterward He was 


hungry. 3Now when the tempter came to 
Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread.” 

4But He answered and said, “It is writ- 
ten, °‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.’”* 

5Then the devil took Him up 4into the 
holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, Sand said to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is 
written: 


e‘He shall give His angels charge over 


and, 


f'In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone.’”* 


7Jesus said to him, “It is written again, 
8*You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’”* 

8Again, the devil took Him up on an 
exceedingly high mountain, and "showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 9And he said to Him, “All these 
things I will give You if You will fall down 
and worship me.” 

10Then Jesus said to him, “Away with 
you,* Satan! For it is written, ‘‘You shall 
worship the LORD your God, and Him only 
you shall serve.’”* 

Then the devil ‘left Him, and behold, 
kangels came and ministered to Him. 


* 3:11 M-Text omits and fire. *3:16 Or he 

*4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3. *4:6 Psalm 91:11, 12 
*4:7 Deuteronomy 6:16 *4:10 M-Text reads Get 
behind Me. * Deuteronomy 6:13 


3:11 baptize. Sometimes fire has connotations of 
judgment in Scripture, but here the fire of God's Spirit 
represents the transforming power of His grace and 
love. The baptism of all Jesus’ disciples with water is 
an outward sign of the inward work of the Holy Spirit. 
It is the symbol of obedience to the command to 
believe in Christ’s saving work of grace on the cross. 
3:15 to fulfill all righteousness. This phrase does 
not suggest that Jesus came for baptism because 
He had sinned; the Lord Jesus was without sin (2 Cor. 
5:21; Heb. 4:15). His baptism probably served several 
purposes. By being baptized, He confirmed the min- 
istry of John and fulfilled the Father's will. 

3:17 God, the Father of Christ—Most Christians 
eventually wonder how God may be called the Father 
of Christ, and Christ the Son of God. First, one must 
recognize that God is spirit John 4:24), and Christ was 
the Son of God before He assumed a human body in 
Bethlehem (John 3:16; Gal. 4:4). Passages which use 
terms implying physical origin must be taken in a 
figurative sense (Heb. 1:5). Second, the title expresses 
a sonship relationship, unique from that of His dis- 
ciples (John 20:17). He was begotten of God unlike 
anyone else Jlohn 1:14; 3:16). The Nicene council in 
the fourth century used the phrase “very God of very 
God; begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father” to describe this unique relationship. 
Third, the title describes equality with God. When 


Jesus claimed to be “one” with the Father, He was 
speaking of a unity of “substance” with the Father 
and thus equality in all the attributes of deity John 
10:30). The Jews understood this claim, because they 
took up stones to stone Him, protesting that “You... 
make Yourself God” (John 10:33). Fourth, the title 
emphasizes Christ's role as the revealer of God. He 
alone possesses the knowledge of the Father John 
14:6-9; 1 John 1:2), and He is the sole mediator of that 
knowledge (1 Tim. 2:5). Therefore, no one can know 
the Father except through the Son (John 14:6). 

4:1-4 It is written. Satan did not lead Jesus into the 
place of temptation, the Holy Spirit did. Perhaps part 
of the reason for this was to show us how to deal with 
temptation. Jesus quoted the Word of God, showing 
the power of Scripture in battling with the evil one. 
4:10 Satan. Satan is not dispatched easily by anyone 
who merely says, “Go.” The only way we can be victo- 
rious in temptation is through the blood and author- 
ity of Jesus Christ. 
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Jesus Begins His Galilean Ministry 

2INow when Jesus heard that John had 
been put in prison, He departed to Gali- 
lee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and 
dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in 
the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, “that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: 


15 “Them Jand of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, 
By the way of the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles: 
16 nThe people who sat in darkness have 
seen a great light, 
And upon those who sat in the region 
and shadow of death 
Light has dawned.”* 


170From that time Jesus began to preach 
and to say, °“Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 


Four Fishermen Called as Disciples 

18aA nd Jesus, walking by the Sea of Gal- 
ilee, saw two brothers, Simon ‘called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea; for they were fishermen. !9Then He 
said to them, “Follow Me, and SI will make 
you fishers of men.” 20tThey immediately 
left their nets and followed Him. 

2luGoing on from there, He saw two oth- 
er brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets. He called 
them, 22and immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed Him. 


Jesus Heals a Great Multitude 

23And Jesus went about all Galilee, 
vteaching in their synagogues, preaching 
wthe gospel of the kingdom, xand healing 
all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease 
among the people. 24Then His fame went 
throughout all Syria; and they Ybrought 
to Him all sick people who were afflicted 
with various diseases and torments, and 
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those who were demon-possessed, epilep- 
tics, and paralytics; and He healed them. 
25zGreat multitudes followed Him—from 
Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, 
Judea, and beyond the Jordan. 


The Beatitudes 
And seeing the multitudes, “He went 
up on a mountain, and when He was 
seated His disciples came to Him. 2Then 
He opened His mouth and Ptaught them, 
saying: 


3 “Blessed¢ are the poor in spirit, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 dBlessed are those who mourn, 
For they shall be comforted. 
5 eBlessed are the meek, 
For fthey shall inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, 
hFor they shall be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
‘For they shall obtain mercy. 
8 iBlessed are the pure in heart, 
For ’they shall see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
For they shall be called sons of God. 
10 [Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


1lm“Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of "evil 
against you falsely for My sake. !2°Rejoice 
and be exceedingly glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven, for °so they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you. 


Believers Are Salt and Light 

13“You are the salt of the earth; %but if 
the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be sea- 
soned? It is then good for nothing but to 
be thrown out and trampled underfoot by 
men. 

M4r“You are the light of the world. A city 


* 4:16 Isaiah 9:1, 2 


4:15-16 great light. The passage quoted here (Is. 
9:1-2) foretells the reign of the Messiah in the com- 
ing kingdom. 

4:18-20 | willmake you fishers of men. This allusion 
to Jeremiah 16:16 was used to call Peter and Andrew 
toa life of ministry. 

4:23 teaching ... preaching .. . healing. These 
words summarize Jesus’ early ministry. 

5:2 He... taught them. The Sermon on the Mount 
wasn't given as the way of salvation for the lost, but 
as the way of life for the children of the kingdom. It 
was instruction for those who had responded to 
Jesus’ invitation to repent. 

5:3-12 The Beatitudes—Iin the Sermon on the 
Mount, Christ succinctly describes the basic charac- 
ter traits of those who will inherit the kingdom. The 
word kingdom usually implies someone who is on 
top, who rules and has authority over others. They are 
the privileged. In God’s kingdom the people are not 


privileged because they are on top but because, by 
being on the bottom, they are in a better position to 
receive God's grace and favor. These characteristics 
are the reverse of what man generally values in the 
world. “Blessed” can also be translated as “Happy.” 
The signs of being blessed aren't power or material 
wealth. The sign of being blessed is receiving the 
benefits of God's grace. 
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that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 5Nor 
do they slight a lamp and put it under a bas- 
ket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light 
to all who are in the house. !6Let your light 
so shine before men, ‘that they may see 
your good works and “glorify your Father 
in heaven. 


Christ Fulfills the Law 

17v“Do not think that I came to destroy 
the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 
destroy but to fulfill. 18For assuredly, I say 
to you, “till heaven and earth pass away, 
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass 
from the law till all is fulfilled. 19*Whoever 
therefore breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches men so, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; 
but whoever does and teaches them, he 
shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 29For I say to you, that unless your 
righteousness exceeds Ythe righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no 
means enter the kingdom of heaven. 


Murder Begins in the Heart 

21“You have heard that it was said to 
those of old, 2‘You shall not murder,* and 
whoever murders will be in danger of the 
judgment.’ 22But I say to you that *¢who- 
ever is angry with his brother without a 
cause* shall be in danger of the judgment. 
And whoever says to his brother, »‘Ra- 
ca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But 
whoever says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in dan- 
ger of hell fire. 23Therefore cif you bring 
your gift to the altar, and there remember 
that your brother has something against 
you, 24dleave your gift there before the al- 
tar, and go your way. First be reconciled 
to your brother, and then come and offer 
your gift. eAgree with your adversary 
quickly, ‘while you are on the way with 
him, lest your adversary deliver you to 
the judge, the judge hand you over to the 
officer, and you be thrown into prison. 
26Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no 
means get out of there till you have paid 
the last penny. 


Adultery in the Heart 

27“You have heard that it was said to 
those of old,* ‘You shall not commit adul- 
tery.’* 28But I say to you that whoever 
hlooks at a woman to lust for her has al- 
ready committed adultery with her in his 
heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, 
jpluck it out and cast it from you; for it is 
more profitable for you that one of your 
members perish, than for your whole body 
to be cast into hell. 30And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from 
you; for it is more profitable for you that 
one of your members perish, than for your 
whole body to be cast into hell. 


Marriage Is Sacred and Binding 
31“Furthermore it has been said, #‘Who- 
ever divorces his wife, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you 
that ‘whoever divorces his wife for any rea- 
son except sexual immorality* causes her 
to commit adultery; and whoever marries a 
woman who is divorced commits adultery. 


Jesus Forbids Oaths 

33“A gain you have heard that "it was 
said to those of old, “You shall not swear 
falsely, but °shall perform your oaths to 
the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, ?do not swear 
at all: neither by heaven, for it is %God’s 
throne; 5nor by the earth, for it is His foot- 
stool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of 
tthe great King. 36Nor shall you swear by 
your head, because you cannot make one 
hair white or black. 37sBut let your ‘Yes’ be 
“Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No.’ For whatever is 
more than these is from the evil one. 


Go the Second Mile 
38“You have heard that it was said, ‘‘An 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”* 


* 5:21 Exodus 20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 

* 5:22 NU-Text omits without acause. *5:27 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit to those of old. e Exodus 
20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 *5:32 Or fornication 

* 5:38 Exodus 21:24; Leviticus 24:20; Deuteronomy 
19:21 


5:16 Let your light so shine. The believer does not 
have inherent light; rather, we have reflective light. 
As Christ followers, we must make sure that we do not 
allow anything to come between us and our Source 
of light. 

5:27 adultery. Control of the heart and body begins 
with control of the eyes. Deeds of shame result from 
fantasies of shame. Jesus gives the sobering advice “if 
your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast 
it from you” (v. 29). It should be clear here that Jesus is 
not advocating mutilating our bodies, but He is using 
a strong figure of speech to emphasize removing any 
temptation for evil, whatever the cost. 

5:32 sexual immorality. This is a general term 
that includes premarital sex, extramarital infidelity, 
homosexuality, and bestiality. 

5:38 An eye for an eye. This important Old Testament 


law (Ex. 21:24-25; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21), known as 
the lex talionis (law of retaliation), covered what type 
of punishment should be meted out to transgressors. 
It limited the retribution the offender would have to 
bear, preventing the “head for eye, jaw for tooth” ven- 
geance typical of humans. 
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39uBut I tell you not to resist an evil per- 
son. vBut whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also. 4°If any- 
one wants to sue you and take away your 
tunic, let him have your cloak also. “And 
whoever “compels you to go one mile, go 
with him two. 42Give to him who asks you, 
and xfrom him who wants to borrow from 
you do not turn away. 


Love Your Enemies 

43“You have heard that it was said, »‘You 
shall love your neighbor* zand hate your 
enemy.’ 44But I say to you, “love your ene- 
mies, bless those who curse you, ’do good 
to those who hate you, and pray ¢for those 
who spitefully use you and persecute you,* 
4that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven; for 4He makes His sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust. 46eFor if you love 
those who love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
47And if you greet your brethren* only, 
what do you do more than others? Do not 
even the tax collectors* do so? 48/Therefore 
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. 


Do Good to Please God 

“Take heed that you do not do your 

charitable deeds before men, to be seen 
by them. Otherwise you have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. 2Therefore, 
4when you do a charitable deed, do not 
sound a trumpet before you as the hyp- 
ocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may have glory from 
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have 
their reward. 3But when you do a chari- 
table deed, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4that your 
charitable deed may be in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will Himself re- 
ward you openly.* 


The Model Prayer 


5“And when you pray, you shall not be 
like the hypocrites. For they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the cor- 
ners of the streets, that they may be seen 
by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have 
their reward. But you, when you pray, ¢go 
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into your room, and when you have shut 
your door, pray to your Father who is in the 
secret place; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you openly.* 7And when 
you pray, “do not use vain repetitions as the 
heathen do. ¢For they think that they will 
be heard for their many words. 

8“Therefore do not be like them. For your 
Father ‘knows the things you have need 
of before you ask Him. 9In this smanner, 
therefore, pray: 


hOur Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your ‘name. 
10 Your kingdom come. 
7Your will be done 
On earth kas it is in heaven. 
ll Give us this day our 'daily 
bread. 
122 And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
13 nAnd do not lead us into 
temptation, 
But °deliver us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. 
Amen.* 


14p“For if you forgive men their trespass- 
es, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. But ¢if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses. 


Fasting to Be Seen Only by God 

16“Moreover, ‘when you fast, do not be 
like the hypocrites, with a sad counte- 
nance. For they disfigure their faces that 
they may appear to men to be fasting. As- 
suredly, I say to you, they have their re- 
ward. !7But you, when you fast, sanoint 
your head and wash your face, }8so that 
you do not appear to men to be fasting, but 
to your Father who is in the secret place; 
and your Father who sees in secret will re- 
ward you openly.* 


*5:43 Compare Leviticus 19:18 *5:44 NU-Text 
omits three clauses from this verse, leaving, 
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” *5:47 M-Text reads 
friends. e NU-Text reads Gentiles. *6:4 NU- 
Text omits openly. *6:6 NU-Text omits openly. 
*6:13 NU-Text omits For Yours through Amen. 
*6:18 NU-Text and M-Text omit openly. 


5:41 compels. The Roman government could press 
anyone to carry a load as far as one mile. 

5:45 sons of your Father. In other words, “that you 
be like your heavenly Father who displays His love 
without discrimination.” 

5:48 be perfect. God does not lower the standard to 
accommodate our sinfulness. He gives us the power 
to keep this righteousness standard. 

6:2 they have their reward. The only reward the 
hypocrites will ever receive is to be honored by man. 
6:9 In this manner. This does not mean to pray only 
these words, but to pray in this way, remember- 
ing the general topics of worship, request for both 


physical and spiritual needs, confession, and repen- 
tance of sins. 
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Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 

19t“Do not lay up for yourselves trea- 
sures on earth, where moth and rust de- 
stroy and where thieves break in and steal; 
20ubut lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust de- 
stroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 


The Lamp of the Body 

22v“The lamp of the body is the eye. If 
therefore your eye is good, your whole 
body will be full of light. 28But if your eye 
is bad, your whole body will be full of dark- 
ness. If therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is that darkness! 


You Cannot Serve God and Riches 

24w“No one can serve two masters; for ei- 
ther he will hate the one and love the other, 
or else he will be loyal to the one and de- 
spise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon. 


Do Not Worry 

25“Therefore I say to you, »do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink; nor about your body, what 
you will put on. Is not life more than food 
and the body more than clothing? 262Look 
at the birds of the air, for they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
of more value than they? 27 Which of you by 
worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

28“So why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29and yet I 
say to you that even Solomon in all his glo- 
ry was not arrayed like one of these. 39Now 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is, and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, will He not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 

31“Therefore do not worry, saying, 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For after 
all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all 


these things. 33But ¢seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you. 34Therefore 
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomor- 
row will worry about its own things. Suffi- 
cient for the day is its own trouble. 


Do Not Judge 
7 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 

2For with what judgment you judge, 
you will be judged; »and with the mea- 
sure you use, it will be measured back to 
you. 8cAnd why do you look at the speck 
in your brother’s eye, but do not consider 
the plank in your own eye? 4Or how can 
you Say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the 
speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is 
in your own eye? 5Hypocrite! First remove 
the plank from your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye. 

6d“Do not give what is holy to the dogs; 
nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they 
trample them under their feet, and turn and 
tear you in pieces. 


Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking 

Te“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. 8For feveryone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 
him who knocks it will be opened. 9¢Or 
what man is there among you who, if his 
son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 
100Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him 
a serpent? If you then, "being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask 
Him! !2Therefore, ‘whatever you want men 
to do to you, do also to them, for ‘this is the 
Law and the Prophets. 


The Narrow Way 

13k“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide 
is the gate and broad is the way that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who go 
in by it. 4Because* narrow is the gate and 


*7:14 NU-Text and M-Text read How... ! 


6:19 Do not lay up... on earth. |n other words, don’t 
give priority to things that only last on earth, but 
instead put priority and energy into serving God. 
6:24 Covetousness—God requires total allegiance 
and continuous subjection of our wills to Him. He asks 
for full commitment of our hearts and love for His ser- 
vice. We cannot serve God like that while under the 
influence of the god of money, urging us to make 
present, tangible, and worldly things the object of 
our thoughts and affections. 

6:27 add one cubit. Some translations say, “add a sin- 
gle hour to his life.” It seems that Jesus would bring 
a smile here; the mental picture either of growing 
taller, or of stretching time by worrying, helps us to 
see the futility of it. 

7:1-2 Judge not. The point of this verse is that a 


Christian must not judge or criticize in a way that 
they themselves would not want to be judged or crit- 
icized. Every judgment that a person makes becomes 
a basis for his or her own judgment (James 3:1-2). 
7:6 dogs ... swine. These insulting terms refer to 
people who are enemies of the gospel, as opposed to 
those who are merely unbelievers. 
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difficult is the way which leads to life, and 
there are few who find it. 


You Will Know Them by Their Fruits 

15/“Beware of false prophets, “who come 
to you in sheep’s clothing, but inward- 
ly they are ravenous wolves. !6"You will 
know them by their fruits. °7Do men gather 
grapes from thornbushes or figs from this- 
tles? 17Even so, Pevery good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 168A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor cana 
bad tree bear good fruit. 197Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20Therefore by their 
fruits you will know them. 


| Never Knew You 

21“Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but he who ‘does the will of My Father in 
heaven. 22Many will say to Me in that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, have we tnot prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
23A nd “then I will declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; vdepart from Me, you who prac- 
tice lawlessness!’ 


Build on the Rock 


24“Therefore wwhoever hears these say- 
ings of Mine, and does them, I will liken 
him to a wise man who built his house on 
the rock: 25and the rain descended, the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
on that house; and it did not fall, for it was 
founded on the rock. 

26“But everyone who hears these sayings 
of Mine, and does not do them, will be like 
a foolish man who built his house on the 
sand: 27and the rain descended, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” 

28And so it was, when Jesus had ended 
these sayings, that *the people were as- 
tonished at His teaching, 25yfor He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 


Jesus Cleanses a Leper 
When He had come down from the 
mountain, great multitudes followed 
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Him. 2¢And behold, a leper came and ’wor- 
shiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are will- 
ing, You can make me clean.” 

3Then Jesus put out His hand and 
touched him, saying, “I am willing; be 
cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy “was 
cleansed. 

4And Jesus said to him, ““See that you 
tell no one; but go your way, show yourself 
to the priest, and offer the gift that e¢Moses 
fcommanded, as a testimony to them.” 


Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant 

5sNow when Jesus had entered Caper- 
naum, a "centurion came to Him, pleading 
with Him, Ssaying, “Lord, my servant is 
lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tor- 
mented.” 

7And Jesus said to him, “I will come and 
heal him.” 

8The centurion answered and said, 
“Lord, ‘I am not worthy that You should 
come under my roof. But only ispeak a 
word, and my servant will be healed. 9For 
I also am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 
and he does it.” 

10When Jesus heard it, He marveled, 
and said to those who followed, “As- 
suredly, I say to you, I have not found such 
great faith, not even in Israel! !!And I say 
to you that ?many will come from east and 
west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. !2But 
[the sons of the kingdom ™will be cast out 
into outer darkness. There will be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” 3Then Jesus 
said to the centurion, “Go your way; and 
as you have believed, so let it be done for 
you.” And his servant was healed that 
same hour. 


Peter’s Mother-in-Law Healed 

l4nNow when Jesus had come into Pe- 
ter’s house, He saw Chis wife’s mother lying 
sick with a fever. 5So He touched her hand, 
and the fever left her. And she arose and 
served them.* 


*8:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Him. 


7:15 Beware of false prophets. Deuteronomy 
13:1-11 and 18:20-22 provide information on dis- 
cerning and responding to false prophets. The way 
to tell a false teacher from teachers of the truth is by 
their fruits. Fruit does not only refer to deeds, but also 
to doctrine (16:12; 1 John 4:1-3). 

8:4 show yourself to the priest. This was no small 
undertaking. The sacrifice required was long and 
involved (Lev. 14:4—32). In obeying the law of Moses, 
the leper also would be a powerful testimony to the 
religious authorities in Jerusalem that the Messiah 
had arrived. 

8:10 | have not found... not even in Israel. Jesus 
makes it clear that just being a physical descendant of 


Abraham does not guarantee entrance into His king- 
dom. The true children of Abraham are those who 
share his faith in God (Gal. 5:6—9). 
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Many Healed in the Evening 

16>When evening had come, they 
brought to Him many who were demon- 
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with 
a word, and healed all who were sick, !’that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Isaiah the prophet, saying: 


a“He Himself took our infirmities 
And bore our sicknesses.”* 


The Cost of Discipleship 

18And when Jesus saw great multitudes 
about Him, He gave a command to depart 
to the other side. 19'Then a certain scribe 
came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will fol- 
low You wherever You go.” 

20And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.” 

21sThen another of His disciples said to 
Him, “Lord, ‘let me first go and bury my 
father.” 

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and 
let the dead bury their own dead.” 


Wind and Wave Obey Jesus 

23Now when He got into a boat, His disci- 
ples followed Him. 24uAnd suddenly a great 
tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat 
was covered with the waves. But He was 
asleep. 2>Then His disciples came to Him 
and awoke Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We 
are perishing!” 

26But He said to them, “Why are you 
fearful, O you of little faith?” Then vHe 
arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, 
and there was a great calm. 27So the men 
marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that 
even the winds and the sea obey Him?” 


Two Demon-Possessed Men 


Healed 

28wWhen He had come to the other side, 
to the country of the Gergesenes,* there 
met Him two demon-possessed men, com- 
ing out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so 
that no one could pass that way. 29And sud- 
denly they cried out, saying, “What have 
we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? 
Have You come here to torment us before 
the time?” 

30Now a good way off from them there 


was a herd of many swine feeding. 31So the 
demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast 
us out, permit us to go away* into the herd 
of swine.” 

32And He said to them, “Go.” So when 
they had come out, they went into the herd 
of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of 
swine ran violently down the steep place 
into the sea, and perished in the water. 

33Then those who kept them fled; and 
they went away into the city and told every- 
thing, including what had happened to the 
demon-possessed men. 34And behold, the 
whole city came out to meet Jesus. And 
when they saw Him, *they begged Him to 
depart from their region. 


Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralytic 
So He got into a boat, crossed over, “and 
came to His own city. 2Then behold, 

they brought to Him a paralytic lying ona 

bed. “When Jesus saw their faith, He said 
to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; 
your sins are forgiven you.” 

3And at once some of the scribes said 
within themselves, “This Man blas- 
phemes!” 

4But Jesus, 4knowing their thoughts, 
said, “Why do you think evil in your 
hearts? 5For which is easier, to say, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise 
and walk’? 6But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has power on earth to for- 
give sins”—then He said to the paralytic, 

“Arise, take up your bed, and go to your 

house.” 7And he arose and departed to his 

house. 

8Now when the multitudes saw it, they 
emarveled* and glorified God, who had giv- 
en such power to men. 


Matthew the Tax Collector 

9/As Jesus passed on from there, He saw 
aman named Matthew sitting at the tax 
office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So 
he arose and followed Him. 

10¢Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the 
table in the house, that behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and sat down 
with Him and His disciples. !And when 


*8:17 Isaiah 53:4 * 8:28 NU-Text reads 
Gadarenes. *8:31 NU-Text reads send us. 
*9:8 NU-Text reads were afraid. 


8:17 took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses. 
This verse quotes Isaiah 53:4. Jesus healed because 
He had compassion on the people. 

8:28-29 demon-possessed. We learn several things 
about demons in this passage. They recognize the 
deity of Christ, they are limited in their knowledge, 
they know they will ultimately be judged by Christ 
(25:41; James 2:19; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; Rev. 12:7-17), 
and they cannot act without the permission of higher 
authority. 

9:2 their faith. This refers to the faith of the paralytic 
as well as that of the men who were carrying him. 


9:10 tax collectors. Publicans or tax collectors were 
often despised not only because they were seen as 
traitors, working for the hated Roman government, 
but also because they generally collected more than 
necessary and pocketed the difference. 


8:16? Luke 4:40,41 8:1791s.53:4 8:19" Luke 9:57, 
58 8:215Luke 9:59,60 ‘1 Kin. 19:20 8:244Mark 
4:37 8:26" Ps. 65:7; 89:9: 107:29 8:28” Mark 5:1-4 
8:34* Luke 5:8; Acts 16:39 9:17 Matt. 4:13; 11:23 

9:2 Luke 5:18-26 Matt.8:10 9:44 Matt. 12:25 
9:8¢John 7:15 9:9fLuke 5:27 9:109 Mark 2:15 


the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disci- 
ples, “Why does your Teacher eat with "tax 
collectors and isinners?” 

12When Jesus heard that, He said to 
them, “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. But 
go and learn what this means: /‘I desire 
mercy and not sacrifice.’* For I did not 
come to call the righteous, *but sinners, to 
repentance.”* 


Jesus Is Questioned About Fasting 
4Then the disciples of John came to 
Him, saying, '“Why do we and the Phar- 
— fast often,* but Your disciples do not 
ast?” 

And Jesus said to them, “Can ™the 
friends of the bridegroom mourn as long 
as the bridegroom is with them? But the 
days will come when the bridegroom 
will be taken away from them, and "then 
they will fast. 16No one puts a piece of un- 
shrunk cloth on an old garment; for the 
patch pulls away from the garment, and 
the tear is made worse. !7Nor do they put 
new wine into old wineskins, or else the 
wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and 
the wineskins are ruined. But they put new 
wine into new wineskins, and both are pre- 
served.” 


A Girl Restored to Life and a 
Woman Healed 

180While He spoke these things to 
them, behold, a ruler came and wor- 
shiped Him, saying, “My daughter has 
just died, but come and lay Your hand on 
her and she will live.” 19So Jesus arose 
and followed him, and so did His Pdisci- 
ples. 

20aAnd suddenly, a woman who had a 
flow of blood for twelve years came from 
behind and "touched the hem of His gar- 
ment. 2!For she said to herself, “If only I 
may touch His garment, I shall be made 
well.” 22But Jesus turned around, and when 
He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, 
daughter; syour faith has made you well.” 
And the woman was made well from that 
hour. 

23tWhen Jesus came into the ruler’s 
house, and saw “the flute players and the 
noisy crowd wailing, 24He said to them, 
v“Make room, for the girl is not dead, but 
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sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him. 25But 
when the crowd was put outside, He went 
in and “took her by the hand, and the girl 
arose. 26And the «report of this went out 
into all that land. 


Two Blind Men Healed 


27When Jesus departed from there, 
ytwo blind men followed Him, crying out 
and saying, “Son of David, have mercy 
on us!” 

28 And when He had come into the house, 
the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said 
to them, “Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?” 

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 

29Then He touched their eyes, saying, 
“According to your faith let it be to you.” 
30And their eyes were opened. And Jesus 
sternly warned them, saying, ““See that 
no one knows it.” 31bBut when they had de- 
parted, they spread the news about Him in 
all that country. 


A Mute Man Speaks 

32c As they went out, behold, they brought 
to Him a man, mute and demon-possessed. 
33And when the demon was cast out, the 
mute spoke. And the multitudes marveled, 
saying, “It was never seen like this in Is- 
rael!” 

34But the Pharisees said, ¢“He casts out 
demons by the ruler of the demons.” 


The Compassion of Jesus 

35Then Jesus went about all the cit- 
ies and villages, eteaching in their syn- 
agogues, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every sickness 
and every disease among the people.* 
36fBut when He saw the multitudes, He 
was moved with compassion for them, 
because they were weary* and scattered, 
slike sheep having no shepherd. 37Then 
He said to His disciples, "“The harvest 
truly is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few. 38iTherefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His har- 
vest.” 


*9:13 Hosea 6:6 * NU-Text omits to repen- 
tance. *9:14 NU-Text brackets often as dis- 
puted. *9:35 NU-Text omits among the people. 
*9:36 NU-Text and M-Text read harassed. 


9:12-13 Those who are well. Jesus refers ironically 
to the Pharisees as “the righteous.” They were not 
righteous; that was only how they perceived them- 
selves because of their pious and scrupulous law 
keeping (Phil. 3:6). But God is more interested in a 
person’s loyal love than the observance of external 
rituals. 

9:30 See that no one knows it. Jesus may have 
wanted to discourage the masses from coming to 
Him for physical healing alone, because His primary 
purpose was spiritual healing. 

9:37 harvest. The harvest will mark the beginning of 


the kingdom age. For the lost it will mean doom, but 
for the saved it will mean blessing. 
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The Twelve Apostles 
1 And «when He had called His twelve 
disciples to Him, He gave them power 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 
to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds 
of disease. 2Now the names of the twelve 
apostles are these: first, Simon, >who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thom- 
as and Matthew the tax collector; James 
the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose 
surname was* Thaddaeus; 4cSimon the 
Cananite,* and Judas “Iscariot, who also 
betrayed Him. 


Sending Out the Twelve 

5These twelve Jesus sent out and com- 
manded them, saying: e“Do not go into the 
way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city 
of fthe Samaritans. 6*But go rather to the 
hlost sheep of the house of Israel. 7’And as 
you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ 8Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead,* cast out de- 
mons. ’Freely you have received, freely 
give. 9'!Provide neither gold nor silver nor 
mcopper in your money belts, !°nor bag for 
your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, 
nor staffs; "for a worker is worthy of his 
food. 

llo“Now whatever city or town you 
enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and 
stay there till you go out. !2And when 
you go into a household, greet it. 1-If 
the household is worthy, let your peace 
come upon it. ¢But if it is not worthy, let 
your peace return to you. 4rAnd who- 
ever will not receive you nor hear your 
words, when you depart from that house 
or city, sshake off the dust from your feet. 
1 Assuredly, I say to you, tit will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the day of judgment than for 
that city! 


Persecutions Are Coming 

16u“Behold, I send you out as sheep in 
the midst of wolves. vyTherefore be wise 
as serpents and wharmless as doves. !7But 
beware of men, for *they will deliver you 


up to councils and Yscourge you in their 
synagogues. 182You will be brought before 
governors and kings for My sake, as a tes- 
timony to them and to the Gentiles. 19¢But 
when they deliver you up, do not worry 
about how or what you should speak. For 
bit will be given to you in that hour what 
you should speak; 29cfor it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father who 
speaks in you. 

21d“Now brother will deliver up broth- 
er to death, and a father his child; and 
children will rise up against parents and 
cause them to be put to death. 22And eyou 
will be hated by all for My name’s sake. 
But he who endures to the end will be 
saved. 23eWhen they persecute you in this 
city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say 
to you, you will not have "gone through 
the cities of Israel ‘before the Son of Man 
comes. 

24)“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor 
a servant above his master. 25It is enough 
for a disciple that he be like his teacher, 
and a servant like his master. If *tthey have 
called the master of the house Beelzebub,* 
how much more will they call those of his 
household! 26Therefore do not fear them. 
'For there is nothing covered that will not 
be revealed, and hidden that will not be 
known. 


Jesus Teaches the Fear of God 

27“Whatever I tell you in the dark, 
mspeak in the light; and what you hear in 
the ear, preach on the housetops. 28"And 
do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul. But rather °fear Him 
who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell. 28Are not two »sparrows sold for 
a copper coin? And not one of them falls 
to the ground apart from your Father’s 
will. 39¢But the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered. 3!Do not fear therefore; 
you are of more value than many spar- 
rows. 


* 10:3 NU-Text omits Lebbaeus, whose sur- 
name was. *10:4 NU-Text reads Cananaean. 
* 10:8 NU-Text reads raise the dead, cleanse the 


10:2 the twelve. The twelve are called disciples 
in verse 1; here they are called apostles. The word 
“apostle” emphasizes delegated authority (1 Thess. 
2:6). 

10:15 more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. This verse, together with 11:22-24, 
implies that there will be different degrees of judg- 
ment and torment for those who reject Christ. 

10:18 for My sake. God would use Jewish rejection 
and persecution of the messengers to bring the gos- 
pel message to the Gentiles. 

10:25 Persecution—Believers must know that what 
the world has called our Lord, it will call us. The world 
has hated Jesus without cause, and they will hate 
those who bear His name in the same way. 


lepers; M-Text omits raise the dead. * 10:25 NU- 
Text and M-Text read Beelzebul. 
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Confess Christ Before Men 

32r“Therefore whoever confesses Me be- 
fore men, shim I will also confess before 
My Father who is in heaven. 33t:But whoever 
denies Me before men, him I will also deny 
before My Father who is in heaven. 


Christ Brings Division 

34u“Do not think that I came to bring 
peace on earth. I did not come to bring 
peace but a sword. 35For I have come to 
v‘set a man against his father, a daughter 
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law’; 36and ‘a man’s 
enemies will be those of his own house- 
hold.’* 37%*He who loves father or mother 
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he 
who loves son or daughter more than Me 
is not worthy of Me. 38’And he who does 
not take his cross and follow after Me is 
not worthy of Me. 39zHe who finds his life 
will lose it, and he who loses his life for My 
sake will find it. 


A Cup of Cold Water 

40a“He who receives you receives Me, 
and he who receives Me receives Him 
who sent Me. 415He who receives a proph- 
et in the name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet’s reward. And he who receives a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous 
man shall receive a righteous man’s re- 
ward. 42¢-And whoever gives one of these 
little ones only a cup of cold water in the 
name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, 
he shall by no means lose his reward.” 


John the Baptist Sends Messengers 


to Jesus 
1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus fin- 
ished commanding His twelve disci- 
ples, that He departed from there to “teach 
and to preach in their cities. 
2bAnd when John had heard cin prison 
about the works of Christ, he sent two of* 
his disciples 3and said to Him, “Are You ¢the 
Coming One, or do we look for another?” 
4Jesus answered and said to them, “Go 
and tell John the things which you hear 


Matthew 11:19 @ 1065 
and see: 5¢The blind see and the lame walk; 
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; 
the dead are raised up and ‘the poor have 
the gospel preached to them. &And blessed 
is he who is not offended because of Me.” 

7hAs they departed, Jesus began to say 
to the multitudes concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? 
iA reed shaken by the wind? 8But what did 
you go out to see? A man clothed in soft 
garments? Indeed, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9But what 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say 
to you, jand more than a prophet. !9For this 
is he of whom it is written: 


k ‘Behold, I send My messenger before 
Your face, 
Who will prepare Your way before 
You.”* 


11l“A ssuredly, I say to you, among those 
born of women there has not risen one 
greater than John the Baptist; but he who 
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. !2/And from the days of John the 
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 
suffers violence, and the violent take it by 
force. 18™For all the prophets and the law 
prophesied until John. 4And if you are 
willing to receive it, he is "Elijah who is to 
come. 15°He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear! 

16p“But to what shall I liken this genera- 
tion? It is like children sitting in the mar- 
ketplaces and calling to their companions, 
Vand saying: 


‘We played the flute for you, 
And you did not dance; 
We mourned to you, 
And you did not lament.’ 


18For John came neither eating nor drink- 
ing, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ !8The 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, 
4a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ "But 
wisdom is justified by her children.”* 


* 10:36 Micah 7:6 *11:2 NU-Text reads by for 
two of. *11:10 Malachi3:1  * 11:19 NU-Text 
reads works. 


10:32 whoever confesses. Every act of our lives will 
be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 
5:10). To refuse to speak up for Christ because of 
intimidation or persecution will result in the believ- 
ers loss of reward and consequent loss of glory in the 
kingdom (Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

10:38 does not take his cross. “Taking up a cross” 
stands for commitment to the extent of being willing 
to die for something. 

11:3 do we look. John probably expected the Mes- 
siah to immediately judge Israel and establish His 
kingdom (3:2-12). Jesus’ failure to do what John 
anticipated may have planted seeds of doubt in 
John’s mind about whether Jesus was the Messiah. 
But doubt that inquires and does not weaken faith is 
not evil. John went to the right person for answers, 


and Jesus reassured him by pointing out the fulfill- 
ment of prophecy. 

11:12 violent take it by force. This probably means 
that violent people forcibly oppose the kingdom with 
their hostility (23:13). 
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Woe to the Impenitent Cities 

20sThen He began to rebuke the cities in 
which most of His mighty works had been 
done, because they did not repent: 21“Woe 
to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
For if the mighty works which were done in 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago tin sackcloth 
and ashes. 22But I say to you, “it will be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of 
judgment than for you. 23And you, Caper- 
naum, “who are exalted to heaven, will be* 
brought down to Hades; for if the mighty 
works which were done in you had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained un- 
til this day. 24But I say to you “that it shall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 
day of judgment than for you.” 


Jesus Gives True Rest 

25x At that time Jesus answered and said, 
“T thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that YYou have hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent Zand have re- 
vealed them to babes. 26Even so, Father, 
for so it seemed good in Your sight. 27¢All 
things have been delivered to Me by My Fa- 
ther, and no one knows the Son except the 
Father. "Nor does anyone know the Father 
except the Son, and the one to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him. 28Come to «Me, all 
you who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon 
you ¢and learn from Me, for I am gentle 
and elowly in heart, fand you will find rest 
for your souls. 39sFor My yoke is easy and 
My burden is light.” 


Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 
1 At that time “Jesus went through the 
grainfields on the Sabbath. And His 
disciples were hungry, and began to "pluck 
heads of grain and to eat. 2And when the 
Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look, 
Your disciples are doing what is not lawful 
to do on the Sabbath!” 
3But He said to them, “Have you not read 
ewhat David did when he was hungry, he 
and those who were with him: 4how he 
entered the house of God and ate ¢the 


showbread which was not lawful for him to 
eat, nor for those who were with him, ebut 
only for the priests? 5Or have you not read 
in the flaw that on the Sabbath the priests 
in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are 
blameless? &Yet I say to you that in this 
place there is One greater than the temple. 
7But if you had known what this means, "‘T 
desire mercy and not sacrifice,”* you would 
not have condemned the guiltless. 8For the 
Son of Man is Lord even* of the Sabbath.” 


Healing on the Sabbath 

9iNow when He had departed from there, 
He went into their synagogue. !0And be- 
hold, there was a man who had a withered 
hand. And they asked Him, saying, i“Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—that they 
might accuse Him. 

UThen He said to them, “What man is 
there among you who has one sheep, and 
if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not 
lay hold of it and lift it out? 120f how much 
more value then is a man than a sheep? 
Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sab- 
bath.” 13Then He said to the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” And he stretched it out, 
and it was restored as whole as the other. 
4Then &the Pharisees went out and plotted 
against Him, how they might destroy Him. 


Behold, My Servant 

But when Jesus knew it, 'He withdrew 
from there. "And great multitudes* fol- 
lowed Him, and He healed them all. 16 Yet 
He "warned them not to make Him known, 
I7that it might be fulfilled which was spo- 
ken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: 


18 “Behold! My Servant whom I have 
chosen, 
My Beloved Pin whom My soul is well 
pleased! 
I will put My Spirit upon Him, 
And He will declare justice to the 
Gentiles. 


* 11:23 NU-Text reads will you be exalted 

to heaven? No, you willbe. _* 12:7 Hosea 

6:6 *12:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit even. 

* 12:15 NU-Text brackets multitudes as disputed. 


11:21 Woe. Jesus pronounced a direct judgment on 
Israel. They would be judged for seeing the Messiah 
and then rejecting Him. 

11:23 Capernaum. Capernaum, which is on the 
north shore of the Sea of Galilee, was called “His own 
city” (9:1). 

12:2 is not lawful. To desecrate the Sabbath was 
flagrant disobedience to the law of Moses (Num. 
15:30-36). The Pharisees were trying to make Jesus 
into a lawbreaker and accuse Him of wrongdoing. 
12:14 how they might destroy Him. Because of 
Jesus’ view of the Sabbath, the Pharisees concluded 
that He was trying to overthrow the entire Mosaic 
system, and therefore had to be destroyed. Their 
antagonism toward Jesus was growing. 

12:17-21 spoken by Isaiah the prophet. This 


quotation of Isaiah 42:1-4 shows that the Messiah's 
gentleness was just as had been prophesied, and also 
that the Gentiles would be included in His blessing. 
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19 He will not quarrel nor cry out, 

Nor will anyone hear His voice in the 
streets. 

20 A bruised reed He will not break, 
And smoking flax He will not quench, 
Till He sends forth justice to victory; 

21 And in His name Gentiles will trust.”* 


A House Divided Cannot Stand 

22aThen one was brought to Him who 
was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and 
He healed him, so that the blind and* mute 
man both spoke and saw. 23And all the 
multitudes were amazed and said, “Could 
this be the "Son of David?” 

24sNow when the Pharisees heard it they 
said, “This fellow does not cast out demons 
except by Beelzebub,* the ruler of the de- 
mons.” 

25But Jesus ‘knew their thoughts, and 
said to them: “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation, and 
every city or house divided against itself 
will not stand. 26If Satan casts out Satan, 
he is divided against himself. How then 
will his kingdom stand? 27And if I cast out 
demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? Therefore they shall 
be your judges. 28But if I cast out demons 
by the Spirit of God, “surely the kingdom 
of God has come upon you. 28vOr how can 
one enter a strong man’s house and plunder 
his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man? And then he will plunder his house. 
30He who is not with Me is against Me, and 
he who does not gather with Me scatters 
abroad. 


The Unpardonable Sin 

31“Therefore I say to you, “every sin and 
blasphemy will be forgiven men, «but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be 
forgiven men. 32Anyone who Yspeaks a 
word against the Son of Man, Zit will be 
forgiven him; but whoever speaks against 
the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, 
either in this age or in the age to come. 


Matthew 12:44 @ 1067 
A Tree Known by Its Fruit 

33“Fither make the tree good and aits 
fruit good, or else make the tree bad and 
its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. 
345Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, 
speak good things? For out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaks. 3A 
good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart* brings forth good things, and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
evil things. 36But I say to you that for every 
idle word men may speak, they will give 
account of it in the day of judgment. 37For 
by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words you will be condemned.” 


The Scribes and Pharisees Ask for 
a Sign 

38dThen some of the scribes and Phari- 
sees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want 
to see a sign from You.” 

39But He answered and said to them, “An 
evil and eadulterous generation seeks after 
a sign, and no sign will be given to it except 
the sign of the prophet Jonah. 49For as Jo- 
nah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth. 412The men of Nineveh 
will rise up in the judgment with this gen- 
eration and "condemn it, ‘because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 42/The 
queen of the South will rise up in the judg- 
ment with this generation and condemn it, 
for she came from the ends of the earth to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a 
greater than Solomon is here. 


An Unclean Spirit Returns 

43k“When an unclean spirit goes out of 
a man, ‘he goes through dry places, seek- 
ing rest, and finds none. 44Then he says, 


*12:21 Isaiah 42:1-4 * 12:22 NU-Text omits blind 
and. *12:24 NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul. 
* 12:35 NU-Text and M-Text omit of his heart. 


12:31-32 blasphemy. The sin that shall not be for- 
given is the stubborn refusal to heed the Holy Spir- 
it's conviction and accept the salvation that Christ 
offers. Particularly in reference to the leaders of Israel, 
Jesus had offered them all the proof that could be 
expected, such as the ministry of John, the testimony 
of the Father, the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
His own testimony, and the substantiation of the Holy 
Spirit. Because the leaders rejected all proofs regard- 
ing Jesus as Messiah, nothing else would be given. 
12:39 the sign of the prophet Jonah. The demand 
for signs was evidence of unbelief. The “sign of the 
prophet Jonah” is explained in verse 40 as the resur- 
rection. 

12:41-42 The men of Nineveh... The queen of the 
South. These terms represent Gentiles who come 
to faith because of the words of God's prophets and 
kings, lesser messengers than God's only Son. 

12:43 an unclean spirit. This analogy seems to be 


describing the moral reformation that took place in 
Israel as a result of the ministries of John the Baptist 
and Jesus. The reformation, however, was not gen- 
uine, and therefore Israel’s unbelief and hardness of 
heart was worse than before. In the same way, a per- 
son who decides to try religion without being born 
again, and then decides “it’s not for me,” is worse off 
than if they had never tried, because their hearts are 
hardened to God's voice. 
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‘I will return to my house from which I 
came.’ And when he comes, he finds it 
empty, swept, and put in order. 45Then he 
goes and takes with him seven other spirits 
more wicked than himself, and they enter 
and dwell there; ™and the last state of that 
man is worse than the first. So shall it also 
be with this wicked generation.” 


Jesus’ Mother and Brothers Send 


for Him 

46 While He was still talking to the mul- 
titudes, "behold, His mother and °brothers 
stood outside, seeking to speak with Him. 
47Then one said to Him, “Look, Your 
mother and Your brothers are standing 
outside, seeking to speak with You.” 

48But He answered and said to the one 
who told Him, “Who is My mother and who 
are My brothers?” 49And He stretched out 
His hand toward His disciples and said, 
“Here are My mother and My 9%brothers! 
50For "whoever does the will of My Father 
in heaven is My brother and sister and 
mother.” 


The Parable of the Sower 
1 3 On the same day Jesus went out of the 
house ¢and sat by the sea. 2And great 
multitudes were gathered together to Him, 
so that cHe got into a boat and sat; and the 
whole multitude stood on the shore. 
3Then He spoke many things to them in 
parables, saying: ¢“Behold, a sower went 
out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed 
fell by the wayside; and the birds came and 
devoured them. 5Some fell on stony places, 
where they did not have much earth; and 
they immediately sprang up because they 
had no depth of earth. 6But when the sun 
was up they were scorched, and because 
they had no root they withered away. 7And 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns 
sprang up and choked them. 8But others fell 
on good ground and yielded a crop: some ¢a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9fHe 
who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 


The Purpose of Parables 

10And the disciples came and said to 
Him, “Why do You speak to them in par- 
ables?” 


He answered and said to them, “Be- 
cause £it has been given to you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given. !2hFor whoev- 
er has, to him more will be given, and he 
will have abundance; but whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him. ®8Therefore I speak to them in 
parables, because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand. 4And in them the prophecy of 
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 


i‘Hearing you will hear and shall not 
understand, 
And seeing you will see and not 
iperceive; 
15 For the hearts of this people have 
grown dull. 
Their ears kare hard of hearing, 
And their eyes they have 'closed, 
Lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, 
Lest they should understand with their 
hearts and turn, 
So that I should* ™heal them.”* 


16But "blessed are your eyes for they see, 
and your ears for they hear; !’for assuredly, 
I say to you °that many prophets and righ- 
teous men desired to see what you see, and 
did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 
and did not hear it. 


The Parable of the Sower Explained 

18>“Therefore hear the parable of the 
sower: !9When anyone hears the word ¢of 
the kingdom, and does not understand it, 
then the wicked one comes and snatches 
away what was sown in his heart. This is 
he who received seed by the wayside. 29But 
he who received the seed on stony places, 
this is he who hears the word and imme- 
diately 'receives it with joy; 2!yet he has 
no root in himself, but endures only for a 
while. For when stribulation or persecu- 
tion arises because of the word, immedi- 
ately the stumbles. 22Now “he who received 
seed vamong the thorns is he who hears the 
word, and the cares of this world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 


* 13:15 NU-Text and M-Text read would. ¢ Isaiah 
6:9, 10 


13:11 it has been given to you. The purpose of this 
parable was to both reveal and conceal the truth. This 
hiding of the truth was a judgment for unbelief, as 
happened during Isaiah's ministry (Is. 6:9-10). 

13:14-15 Spiritual Death—Genesis 3 teaches us 
that, through sin, man died spiritually. Here, Christ 
quotes from Isaiah 6 to detail the meaning of spiritual 
death: Our ability to perceive spiritual reality is absent. 
Key spiritual senses don’t work as they were originally 
designed to work. We can’t see the implications of 
spiritual events. We can’t understand the meaning 
of spiritual words. It is as if our senses are dead. In 
order to have our spiritual senses restored, we need 


someone to heal us. Only Christ can provide the nec- 
essary healing to open our spiritual eyes and ears. 
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and he becomes unfruitful. 23But he who 
received seed on the good ground is he who 
hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears “fruit and produces: some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 


The Parable of the Wheat and 
the Tares 

24Another parable He put forth to them, 
saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a man who sowed good seed in his field; 
25but while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat and went his 
way. 26But when the grain had sprouted 
and produced a crop, then the tares also 
appeared. 27So the servants of the owner 
came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it 
have tares?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ The servants said to him, 
‘Do you want us then to go and gather them 
up?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest while you gath- 
er up the tares you also uproot the wheat 
with them. 2®Let both grow together until 
the harvest, and at the time of harvest I 
will say to the reapers, “First gather to- 
gether the tares and bind them in bundles 
to burn them, but *gather the wheat into 
my barn.”’” 


The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

31A nother parable He put forth to them, 
saying: »“The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed, which a man took and 
sowed in his field, 32which indeed is the 
least of all the seeds; but when it is grown 
it is greater than the herbs and becomes a 
ztree, so that the birds of the air come and 
nest in its branches.” 


The Parable of the Leaven 
33aAnother parable He spoke to them: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, 
which a woman took and hid in three mea- 
sures* of meal till it was all leavened.” 


Matthew 13:44 @& 1069 
Prophecy and the Parables 

34cAll these things Jesus spoke to the 
multitude in parables; and without a par- 
able He did not speak to them, %5that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying: 


4“T will open My mouth in 
parables; 
eT will utter things kept secret from the 
foundation of the world.”* 


The Parable of the Tares Explained 

36Then Jesus sent the multitude away 
and went into the house. And His disciples 
came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the 
parable of the tares of the field.” 

37He answered and said to them: “He 
who sows the good seed is the Son of 
Man. 38/The field is the world, the good 
seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but 
the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 
39The enemy who sowed them is the devil, 
tthe harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are the angels. 49Therefore as the 
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, 
so it will be at the end of this age. 41The 
Son of Man will send out His angels, iand 
they will gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and those who practice 
lawlessness, 42/and will cast them into the 
furnace of fire. *There will be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. 43’/Then the righteous 
will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. "He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear! 


The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

44“A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and hid; and for joy over it he goes 
and "sells all that he has and obuys that 
field. 


* 13:33 Greek sata, approximately two pecks in all 
* 13:35 Psalm 78:2 


13:25 his enemy came and sowed tares. Tares are 
weeds which closely resemble wheat, but which do 
not produce good food. They are indistinguishable 
from the real wheat until the fruit appears. Just like 
the tares among the wheat, genuine believers and 
counterfeits will be allowed to remain together. 
13:31 like a mustard seed. The parable of the mus- 
tard seed shows that the number of people who will 
inherit the kingdom will be very small at first, but it 
will grow to be completely out of proportion to its 
initial size. 

13:33 like leaven. Although leaven is sometimes 
used in Scripture to symbolize evil, here the kingdom 
of heaven is being compared to the dynamic char- 
acter of yeast. When yeast is mixed with the dough, 
it expands from within, causing the dough to grow. 
Rather than being powered by outward armies or 
organizations, the kingdom of God will grow by the 
internal power of the Holy Spirit. 

13:42 Hell—This verse describes the separation that 
comes between the righteous and the wicked at the 


end of the age. The place of their eternal dwelling is 
described as a “furnace of fire,” perhaps because fire 
is one of man’s most vivid concepts of suffering. Some 
think that there is no real, actual hell of fire, and that 
instead the wicked simply cease to exist, but this is 
difficult to support. The Scriptures consistently speak 
of hell as a real place of torment and anguish for all 
who do not receive the salvation that Jesus offers. 
13:44 like treasure. The main point here is the 
immense value of the kingdom, which far outweighs 
any sacrifice or inconvenience one might encounter 
onearth. 
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1070 & Matthew 13:45 


The Parable of the Pearl of Great 
Price 

45“A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 4¢who, 
when he had found Pone pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 


The Parable of the Dragnet 

47“A gain, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a dragnet that was cast into the sea and 
agathered some of every kind, 48which, 
when it was full, they drew to shore; and 
they sat down and gathered the good into 
vessels, but threw the bad away. 49So it 
will be at the end of the age. The angels 
will come forth, "separate the wicked from 
among the just, 58and cast them into the 
furnace of fire. There will be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.” 

5lJesus said to them,* “Have you under- 
stood all these things?” 

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”* 

52Then He said to them, “Therefore every 
scribe instructed concerning* the kingdom 
of heaven is like a householder who brings 
out of his treasure sthings new and old.” 


Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

53Now it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished these parables, that He departed 
from there. >4¢When He had come to His 
own country, He taught them in their syn- 
agogue, so that they were astonished and 
said, “Where did this Man get this wisdom 
and these mighty works? 55vJs this not the 
carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called 
Mary? And His brothers ~James, Joses,* 
Simon, and Judas? 56And His sisters, are 
they not all with us? Where then did this 
Man get all these things?” 57So they were 
offended at Him. 

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own country 
and in his own house.” 58Now 7He did not 
do many mighty works there because of 
their unbelief. 


John the Baptist Beheaded 

14%: that time ¢Herod the tetrarch 
heard the report about Jesus 2and 

said to his servants, “This is John the Bap- 

tist; he is risen from the dead, and there- 

fore these powers are at work in him.” 

3>For Herod had laid hold of John and 


bound him, and put him in prison for the 
sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. 
4Because John had said to him, ¢“It is not 
lawful for you to have her.” 5And although 
he wanted to put him to death, he feared 
the multitude, 4because they counted him 
as a prophet. 

6But when Herod’s birthday was cele- 
brated, the daughter of Herodias danced 
before them and pleased Herod. 7Therefore 
he promised with an oath to give her what- 
ever she might ask. 

8So she, having been prompted by her 
mother, said, “Give me John the Baptist’s 
head here on a platter.” 

And the king was sorry; nevertheless, 
because of the oaths and because of those 
who sat with him, he commanded it to be 
given to her. 19So he sent and had John 
beheaded in prison. 'And his head was 
brought on a platter and given to the girl, 
and she brought it to her mother. !2Then 
his disciples came and took away the body 
and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 


Feeding the Five Thousand 

13eWhen Jesus heard it, He departed 
from there by boat to a deserted place by 
Himself. But when the multitudes heard 
it, they followed Him on foot from the cit- 
ies. '44And when Jesus went out He saw a 
great multitude; and He fwas moved with 
compassion for them, and healed their 
sick. 5sWhen it was evening, His disciples 
came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted 
place, and the hour is already late. Send the 
multitudes away, that they may go into the 
villages and buy themselves food.” 

16But Jesus said to them, “They do not 
need to go away. You give them something 
to eat.” 

17And they said to Him, “We have here 
only five loaves and two fish.” 

18He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 
19Then He commanded the multitudes to 
sit down on the grass. And He took the 
five loaves and the two fish, and looking 
up to heaven, "He blessed and broke and 
gave the loaves to the disciples; and the 
disciples gave to the multitudes. 2°So they 
all ate and were filled, and they took up 
twelve baskets full of the fragments that 
remained. 2!Now those who had eaten were 


* 13:51 NU-Text omits Jesus said to them. * NU- 
Text omits Lord. *13:52 Orfor *13:55 NU-Text 
reads Joseph. 


13:47 of every kind. The responsibility of the disci- 
ples would be to catch as many “fish” of every kind 
as possible. The work of judging or sorting out the 
false catch, however, is a job that disciples are neither 
called nor equipped to do. That work is assigned to 
angels at Christ's return. 

14:3 for the sake of Herodias. Herod had gone 
to Rome, where he met Herodias, the wife of his 
half brother Philip. After seducing Herodias, Herod 
divorced his own wife and married his sister-in-law. 


John had rebuked the king for his moral transgres- 
sions. 
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about five thousand men, besides women 
and children. 


Jesus Walks on the Sea 

22Immediately Jesus made His disci- 
ples get into the boat and go before Him 
to the other side, while He sent the mul- 
titudes away. 23i:And when He had sent 
the multitudes away, He went up on the 
mountain by Himself to pray. Now when 
evening came, He was alone there. 24But 
the boat was now in the middle of the sea,* 
tossed by the waves, for the wind was con- 
trary. 

25Now in the fourth watch of the night 
Jesus went to them, walking on the 
sea. 26And when the disciples saw Him 
kwalking on the sea, they were troubled, 
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out 
for fear. 

27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “Be of good 'cheer! It is I; do not 
be afraid.” 

28And Peter answered Him and said, 
“Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 
You on the water.” 

29So He said, “Come.” And when Peter 
had come down out of the boat, he walked 
on the water to go to Jesus. 39But when he 
saw that the wind was boisterous,* he was 
afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, 
saying, “Lord, save me!” 

31And immediately Jesus stretched out 
His hand and caught him, and said to him, 
“O you of “little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32A nd when they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 

33Then those who were in the boat came 
and* worshiped Him, saying, “Truly "You 
are the Son of God.” 


Many Touch Him and Are Made 
Well 

340When they had crossed over, they 
came to the land of* Gennesaret. And 
when the men of that place recognized 
Him, they sent out into all that surround- 
ing region, brought to Him all who were 
sick, 36and begged Him that they might 
only Ptouch the hem of His garment. And 
das many as touched it were made perfect- 
ly well. 


Matthew 15:14 @ 1071 
Defilement Comes from Within 
1 Then ¢the scribes and Pharisees who 
were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, 
saying, 2/“Why do Your disciples trans- 
gress the tradition of the elders? For they 
do not wash their hands when they eat 
bread.” 
3He answered and said to them, “Why 
do you also transgress the commandment 
of God because of your tradition? 4For God 
commanded, saying, °‘Honor your father 
and your mother’* and, 4‘He who curses 
father or mother, let him be put to death.”* 
5But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or 
mother, e“Whatever profit you might have 
received from me is a gift to God”— then 
he need not honor his father or mother.’* 
Thus you have made the commandment* of 
God of no effect by your tradition. 7Hypo- 
crites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, 
saying: 


8 ‘These? people draw near to Me with 
their mouth, 
And* honor Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from Me. 
9 And in vain they worship Me, 
hTeaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.’”* 


10'When He had called the multitude to 
Himself, He said to them, “Hear and under- 
stand: NiNot what goes into the mouth 
defiles a man; but what comes out of the 
mouth, this defiles a man.” 

12Then His disciples came and said to 
Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees 
were offended when they heard this say- 
ing?” 

13But He answered and said, *“Every 
plant which My heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. 4Let them alone. 
[They are blind leaders of the blind. And 
if the blind leads the blind, both will fall 
into a ditch.” 


* 14:24 NU-Text reads many furlongs away 
fromthe land. * 14:30 NU-Text brackets that 
and boisterous as disputed. * 14:33 NU-Text 
omits cameand. * 14:34 NU-Text reads came 
tolandat. *15:4 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 
5:16 ¢ Exodus 21:17 * 15:6 NU-Text omits or 
mother. ¢ NU-Text reads word. *15:8 NU-Text 
omits draw near to Me with their mouth, And. 

* 15:9 Isaiah 29:13 


14:25 the fourth watch. This would be between 3:00 
and 6:00 A.M. 

15:2 the tradition of the elders. This was not the law 
of Moses, but oral tradition, based on interpretations 
of the law. 

15:3 tradition. The scribes and Pharisees were plac- 
ing their own views above the revelation of God, and 
yet claimed to be following Him. 

15:7 Hypocrites. The Pharisees had laid down many 
tigid and inflexible laws concerning diet, Sabbath 
day activities, ceremonial washings, and many other 
traditions. Not only did this reduce spiritual service 
to a harsh system of dos and don'ts, it also caused 


everyone, Pharisees included, to look for loopholes of 
escape from the burden of so many laws and rules. 
The ultimate outcome was religious hypocrisy. Christ 
came both to fulfill the law (5:17-18) and also to free 
us from its penalty (Gal. 3:13). 
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1smThen Peter answered and said to 
Him, “Explain this parable to us.” 

16So Jesus said, "“Are you also still 
without understanding? !17Do you not 
yet understand that °whatever enters 
the mouth goes into the stomach and is 
eliminated? 18But pthose things which 
proceed out of the mouth come from 
the heart, and they defile a man. 199For 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies. 29These are 
the things which defile a man, but to 
eat with unwashed hands does not defile 
aman.” 


A Gentile Shows Her Faith 

2IrThen Jesus went out from there and 
departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
22And behold, a woman of Canaan came 
from that region and cried out to Him, 
saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, sSon 
of David! My daughter is severely demon- 
possessed.” 

23But He answered her not a word. 

And His disciples came and urged Him, 
saying, “Send her away, for she cries out 
after us.” 

24But He answered and said, ““I was not 
sent except to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.” 

25Then she came and worshiped Him, 
saying, “Lord, help me!” 

26But He answered and said, “It is not 
good to take the children’s bread and throw 
it to the little “dogs.” 

27And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from 
their masters’ table.” 

28Then Jesus answered and said to her, 
“O woman, vgreat is your faith! Let it be to 
you as you desire.” And her daughter was 
healed from that very hour. 


Jesus Heals Great Multitudes 
29wJesus departed from there, skirted 
the Sea of Galilee, and went up on the 
mountain and sat down there. 29yThen 
great multitudes came to Him, hav- 
ing with them the lame, blind, mute, 
maimed, and many others; and they laid 
them down at Jesus’ 7feet, and He healed 
them. 3!So the multitude marveled when 


they saw the mute speaking, the maimed 
made whole, the lame walking, and the 
blind seeing; and they ¢glorified the God 
of Israel. 


Feeding the Four Thousand 

32bNow Jesus called His disciples to 
Himself and said, “I have compassion on 
the multitude, because they have now 
continued with Me three days and have 
nothing to eat. And I do not want to send 
them away hungry, lest they faint on the 
way.” 

33cThen His disciples said to Him, 
“Where could we get enough bread in 
the wilderness to fill such a great multi- 
tude?” 

34Jesus said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have?” 

And they said, “Seven, and a few little 
fish.” 

35So He commanded the multitude to 
sit down on the ground. 36And ¢4He took 
the seven loaves and the fish and ¢gave 
thanks, broke them and gave them to His 
disciples; and the disciples gave to the mul- 
titude. 37So they all ate and were filled, and 
they took up seven large baskets full of the 
fragments that were left. 33Now those who 
ate were four thousand men, besides wom- 
en and children. 39And He sent away the 
multitude, got into the boat, and came to 
the region of Magdala.* 


The Pharisees and Sadducees Seek 
a Sign 
1 Then the «Pharisees and Sadducees 
came, and testing Him asked that 
He would show them a sign from heaven. 
2He answered and said to them, “When it 
is evening you Say, ‘It will be fair weather, 
for the sky is red’; 3and in the morning, ‘It 
will be foul weather today, for the sky is red 
and threatening.’ Hypocrites!* You know 
how to discern the face of the sky, but you 
cannot discern the signs of the times. 42A 
wicked and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet* Jonah.” And 
He left them and departed. 


* 15:39 NU-Text reads Magadan. *16:3 NU-Text 
omits Hypocrites. *16:4 NU-Text omits the 
prophet. 


15:18 come from the heart. As we think in our hearts, 
or inner beings, so we are. The raw material of our 
actions is what we take into our minds and allow to 
settle in our hearts. David put it this way: “Your word 
| have hidden in my heart, that | might not sin against 
You” (Ps. 119:11). The other side is seen in Psalm 101:3 
“| will set nothing wicked before my eyes.” Paul says 
the believer must bring “every thought into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). 

15:22 Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David. The 
woman was a Gentile who would have had no natural 
claim on the Jewish Messiah. 


15:31 glorified the God of Israel. The Gentiles 
believed and glorified Israel’s God, while many in Is- 
rael remained blind to their Messiah. 
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The Leaven of the Pharisees and 


Sadducees 

5Now ¢cwhen His disciples had come to 
the other side, they had forgotten to take 
bread. ®Then Jesus said to them, ““Take 
heed and beware of the leaven of the Phar- 
isees and the Sadducees.” 

7And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “It is because we have taken no 
bread.” 

8But Jesus, being aware of it, said to 
them, “O you of little faith, why do you 
reason among yourselves because you 
have brought no bread?* 9eDo you not yet 
understand, or remember the five loaves 
of the five thousand and how many bas- 
kets you took up? !0fNor the seven loaves 
of the four thousand and how many large 
baskets you took up? "How is it you do 
not understand that I did not speak to you 
concerning bread?—but to beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
12Then they understood that He did not 
tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, 
but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees. 


Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

13When Jesus came into the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son 
of Man, am?” 

14So they said, "“Some say John the Bap- 
tist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 
ione of the prophets.” 

15He said to them, “But who do ‘you say 
that I am?” 

16Simon Peter answered and said, *“You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

7Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 'for 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but ™My Father who is in heaven. 
18And I also say to you that "you are Peter, 
and °on this rock I will build My church, 
and ?the gates of Hades shall not prevail 


Matthew 16:28 & 1073 
against it. 97And I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed* 
in heaven.” 

20rThen He commanded His disciples 
that they should tell no one that He was 
Jesus the Christ. 


Jesus Predicts His Death and 


Resurrection 

21From that time Jesus began sto show to 
His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things from the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised the third day. 

22Then Peter took Him aside and began 
to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, 
Lord; this shall not happen to You!” 

23But He turned and said to Peter, “Get 
behind Me, ‘Satan! “You are an offense to 
Me, for you are not mindful of the things of 
God, but the things of men.” 


Take Up the Cross and Follow Him 

24vThen Jesus said to His disciples, 
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and “follow Me. 25For whoever desires 
to save his life will lose it, but whoev- 
er loses his life for My sake will find 
it. 26For what yprofit is it to a man if he 
gains the whole world, and loses his own 
soul? Or zwhat will a man give in ex- 
change for his soul? 27For «the Son of 
Man will come in the glory of His Father 
bwith His angels, cand then He will re- 
ward each according to his works. 28As- 
suredly, I say to you, ¢there are some 
standing here who shall not taste death 
till they see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom.” 


* 16:8 NU-Text reads you have no bread. 
* 16:19 Or will have been bound... will have been 
loosed 


16:11-12 leaven. |n Scripture, leaven is often used 
as a symbol of evil. The doctrine of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees was hypocrisy and legalism, political 
opportunism, and spiritual hardness. 

16:16 Church—Peter’s confession “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” is the foundation on 
which the church is built. Never mind how small the 
apostolic band may be, the church is indestructible, 
and with unsurpassed power overcomes Satan and 
cannot be overcome. The power comes from God, 
the Creator of the universe, Owner and Master of the 
church. All the church has is derived from and depen- 
dent on the Almighty Son of God. 

16:18 The Origin of the Church—The church was a 
mystery (not clearly revealed) in the Old Testament. 
Christ prophesied in these words spoken to Peter, “on 
this rock | will build My church.” There is a play here 
on the word rock, which also happens to be Peter's 
name. Jesus said, “you are Peter” (masculine, petros) 
and “on this rock” (feminine, petra) “I will build My 


church.” The Holy Spirit came upon the church on the 
Day of Pentecost in response to Peter's sermon when 
“three thousand souls were added to them” (Acts 
2:41). This group, along with the original disciples, 
became “the church.” 

16:28 not taste death. |n the transfiguration, Peter, 
James, and John saw a preview of the kingdom. Jesus 
was explaining that very soon those three disciples 
would see Him glorified as He will be in the kingdom. 
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Jesus Transfigured on the Mount 
1 7 Now @after six days Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John his brother, led them 
up on a high mountain by themselves; 2and 
He was transfigured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and His clothes became 
as white as the light. 3And behold, Moses 
and Elijah appeared to them, talking with 
Him. 4Then Peter answered and said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 
You wish, let us* make here three taberna- 
cles: one for You, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.” 

5b While he was still speaking, behold, a 
bright cloud overshadowed them; and sud- 
denly a voice came out of the cloud, say- 
ing, c“This is My beloved Son, 4in whom 
I am well pleased. eHear Him!” 6And 
when the disciples heard it, they fell on 
their faces and were greatly afraid. 7But 
Jesus came and Stouched them and said, 
“Arise, and do not be afraid.” 8When they 
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one 
but Jesus only. 

SNow as they came down from the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, say- 
ing, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son 
of Man is risen from the dead.” 

10And His disciples asked Him, saying, 
h“Why then do the scribes say that Elijah 
must come first?” 

llJesus answered and said to them, 
“Indeed, Elijah is coming first* and will 
irestore all things. !2/But I say to you that 
Elijah has come already, and they did not 
know him but did to him whatever they 
wished. Likewise ‘the Son of Man is also 
about to suffer at their hands.” !3™Then the 
disciples understood that He spoke to them 
of John the Baptist. 


A Boy Is Healed 


14n And when they had come to the mul- 
titude, a man came to Him, kneeling down 
to Him and saying, “Lord, have mercy on 
my son, for he is an epileptic* and suffers 
severely; for he often falls into the fire and 
often into the water. 16So I brought him 
to Your disciples, but they could not cure 
him.” 

17Then Jesus answered and said, “O 
faithless and °perverse generation, how 


long shall I be with you? How long shall 
I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 
18And Jesus Prebuked the demon, and it 
came out of him; and the child was cured 
from that very hour. 

19Then the disciples came to Jesus pri- 
vately and said, “Why could we not cast it 
out?” 

20So Jesus said to them, “Because of 
your unbelief;* for assuredly, I say to you, 
aif you have faith as a mustard seed, you 
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here 
to there,’ and it will move; and nothing 
will be impossible for you. 241However, this 
kind does not go out except by prayer and 
fasting.”* 


Jesus Again Predicts His Death and 
Resurrection 

22rNow while they were staying* in Gal- 
ilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man 
is about to be betrayed into the hands of 
men, 28and they will kill Him, and the third 
day He will be raised up.” And they were 
exceedingly ssorrowful. 


Peter and His Master Pay Their Taxes 

24tWhen they had come to Capernaum,* 
those who received the temple tax came to 
Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay 
the temple tax?” 

25He said, “Yes.” 

And when he had come into the house, 
Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do 
you think, Simon? From whom do the 
kings of the earth take customs or taxes, 
from their sons or from “strangers?” 

26Peter said to Him, “From strangers.” 

Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 
free. 27Nevertheless, lest we offend them, 
go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the 
fish that comes up first. And when you 
have opened its mouth, you will find a 
piece of money;* take that and give it to 
them for Me and you.” 


*17:4 NU-Text reads Iwill. * 17:11 NU-Text omits 
first. *17:15 Literally moonstruck  * 17:20 NU- 
Text reads little faith. *17:21 NU-Text omits this 
verse. *17:22 NU-Text reads gathering together. 
* 17:24 NU-Text reads Capharnaum (here and else- 
where). *17:27 Greek stater, the exact amount to 
pay the temple tax (didrachma) for two 


17:3 Moses and Elijah. This amazing experience was 
not only to show the disciples that Jesus was God's 
Son, but also to show them that He supersedes the 
law and the prophets and that they were subordinate 
to Him. It also explained that what Jesus was doing 
was no mystery to the Old Testament. The Old Testa- 
ment people had been long looking forward to the 
Messiah and His kingdom. 

17:11-13 Elijah. Jesus indicates that the prophecies 
concerning Elijah had their fulfillment in John the 
Baptist, yet because the restoration is not complete, 
many conclude that the role of Elijah will be taken up 
by one of the two witnesses of Revelation 11:3-6. 
17:24 temple tax. This was a tax given annually by 


every adult Jewish male over 20 years of age for main- 
taining the temple. It was based on Exodus 30:13, and 
amounted to two days’ wages for a common laborer. 
17:25 strangers. Most likely this means the king taxed 
the common people and not the imperial family. 
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Who Is the Greatest? 
1 8 At «that time the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven?” 

2Then Jesus called a little child to Him, 
set him in the midst of them, 3and said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, cunless you are 
converted and become as little children, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 4¢Therefore whoever humbles 
himself as this little child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 5¢Whoever re- 
ceives one little child like this in My name 
receives Me. 


Jesus Warns of Offenses 

6i“Whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in Me to sin, it would 
be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck, and he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea. 7Woe to the world be- 
cause of offenses! For offenses must come, 
but "woe to that man by whom the offense 
comes! 

8i“Tf your hand or foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off and cast it from you. It is better 
for you to enter into life lame or maimed, 
rather than having two hands or two feet, 
to be cast into the everlasting fire. 9And if 
your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and 
cast it from you. It is better for you to enter 
into life with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire. 


The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

10“Take heed that you do not despise one 
of these little ones, for I say to you that in 
heaven ‘their angels always ®see the face 
of My Father who is in heaven. !'For the 
Son of Man has come to save that which 
was lost.* 

12m“What do you think? If a man has 
a hundred sheep, and one of them goes 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine 
and go to the mountains to seek the one 
that is straying? And if he should find 
it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more 
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over that sheep than over the ninety-nine 
that did not go astray. 4Even so it is not 
the "will of your Father who is in heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish. 


Dealing with a Sinning Brother 

15“Moreover °if your brother sins against 
you, go and tell him his fault between you 
and him alone. If he hears you, Pyou have 
gained your brother. !6But if he will not 
hear, take with you one or two more, that 
a‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word may be established.” And 
if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the 
church. But if he refuses even to hear the 
church, let him be to you like a "heathen 
and a tax collector. 

18“A ssuredly, I say to you, swhatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. 

19t“A gain I say* to you that if two of you 
agree on earth concerning anything that 
they ask, “it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 2°For where two or three 
are gathered vtogether in My name, I am 
there in the midst of them.” 


The Parable of the Unforgiving 


Servant 

21Then Peter came to Him and said, 
“Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? “Up to sev- 
en times?” 

22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, 
xup to seven times, but up to seventy times 
seven. 23Therefore the kingdom of heaven 
is like a certain king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24And when 
he had begun to settle accounts, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. 25But as he was not able to pay, his 
master commanded Ythat he be sold, with 


* 18:11 NU-Text omits this verse. * 18:16 Deuter- 
onomy 19:15 * 18:19 NU-Text and M-Text read 
Again, assuredly, I say. 


18:3 converted. To be “converted” means to turn 
around, to take a different course (Luke 22:32). 

18:10 their angels. This verse seems to imply that 
angels watch over and serve His followers on earth 
(Heb. 1:14). 

18:16 two or three witnesses. The principle of wit- 
nesses is taken from Deuteronomy 19:15. Evidently, 
in this case they are to witness that the offended 
brother is acting in good faith and the right spirit 
in attempting to work towards reconciliation. They 
would also be witnesses to any agreement. 

18:17 church. Unfortunately “discipline” has some- 
times been reduced to a merely negative concept. To 
be sure, discipline includes the notion of punishment 
and correction, but church discipline in this context 
clearly has the restoration of the offender in view. 
Severe measures may sometimes need to be taken 
with an erring brother or sister, but restoration and 
reconciliation should always be the goal. 


18:22 seventy times seven. Some translations say 
“seventy-seven times.” Whichever number is used, 
the point is the same: be ready to forgive over and 
over again, past counting. This verse does not only 
apply to forgiveness for seventy times seven different 
sins. Sometimes, we may have to consciously decide 
to forgive and let go of an old hurt again and again, 
“seventy times seven.” 
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his wife and children and all that he had, 
and that payment be made. 26The servant 
therefore fell down before him, saying, 
‘Master, have patience with me, and I will 
pay you all.’ 27Then the master of that ser- 
vant was moved with compassion, released 
him, and forgave him the debt. 

28“But that servant went out and found 
one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on 
him and took him by the throat, saying, 
‘Pay me what you owe!’ 29So his fellow ser- 
vant fell down at his feet* and begged him, 
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you all.’* 39And he would not, but went 
and threw him into prison till he should 
pay the debt. 3!So when his fellow servants 
saw what had been done, they were very 
grieved, and came and told their master 
all that had been done. 32Then his master, 
after he had called him, said to him, ‘You 
wicked servant! I forgave you Zall that debt 
because you begged me. 33Should you not 
also have had compassion on your fellow 
servant, just as I had pity on you?’ 34And 
his master was angry, and delivered him 
to the torturers until he should pay all that 
was due to him. 

35a“So My heavenly Father also will do to 
you if each of you, from his heart, does not 
forgive his brother his trespasses.”* 


Marriage and Divorce 
1 9 Now it came to pass, «when Jesus had 
finished these sayings, that He de- 

parted from Galilee and came to the region 
of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2And great 
multitudes followed Him, and He healed 
them there. 

3The Pharisees also came to Him, test- 
ing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for just any 
reason?” 

4And He answered and said to them, 
“Have you not read that He who made* 
them at the beginning °‘made them male 
and female,”* 5and said, ¢‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and ¢the two shall be- 
come one flesh’?* 6So then, they are no lon- 
ger two but one flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, let not man separate.” 


7They said to Him, ‘Why then did Mo- 
ses command to give a certificate of di- 
vorce, and to put her away?” 

8He said to them, “Moses, because of the 
shardness of your hearts, permitted you to 
divorce your "wives, but from the begin- 
ning it was not so. %‘And I say to you, who- 
ever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality,* and marries another, com- 
mits adultery; and whoever marries her 
who is divorced commits adultery.” 

10His disciples said to Him, i“If such is 
the case of the man with his wife, it is bet- 
ter not to marry.” 


Jesus Teaches on Celibacy 

UBut He said to them, #“All cannot ac- 
cept this saying, but only those to whom 
it has been given: !2For there are eunuchs 
who were born thus from their mother’s 
womb, and ‘there are eunuchs who were 
made eunuchs by men, and there are eu- 
nuchs who have made themselves eunuchs 
for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who 
is able to accept it, let him accept it.” 


Jesus Blesses Little Children 

13mThen little children were brought to 
Him that He might put His hands on them 
and pray, but the disciples rebuked them. 
M4But Jesus said, “Let the little children come 
to Me, and do not forbid them; for “of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” And He laid His 
hands on them and departed from there. 


Jesus Counsels the Rich Young 


Ruler 

16oNow behold, one came and said to 
Him, »°“Good* Teacher, what good thing 
shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 

17So He said to him, “Why do you call 
Me good?* No one is ¢good but One, that 
is, God.* But if you want to enter into life, 
rkeep the commandments.” 

18He said to Him, “Which ones?” 


* 18:29 NU-Text omits at his feet. e NU-Text and 
M-Text omit all. * 18:35 NU-Text omits his tres- 
passes. *19:4 NU-Text reads created. ° Genesis 
1:27; 5:2 *19:5 Genesis 2:24 *19:9 Or fornica- 
tion *19:16 NU-Text omits Good. *19:17 NU- 
Text reads Why do you ask Me about what is 
good? ¢ NU-Text reads There is One who is good. 


18:35 forgive. This verse is a serious warning (1 John 
4:20). 

19:9 divorces his wife. When the Pharisees asked 
Jesus if divorce could ever be considered lawful, He 
did not fall into their trap. He took them back to Gen- 
esis and God's original intent in marriage, one man 
and one woman for life (vv. 4-5; Gen. 1:27; 2:24). In 
spite of the “exception clause,” one thing is surely 
clear: God hates divorce (Mal. 2:15-16). Marriage is a 
divine arrangement that is intended to be permanent 
and inviolable. Straying from God's path always has 
tragic consequences. 

19:12 eunuchs. The term eunuch refers to a cas- 
trated man, whether by surgery, accident, or birth. 


In the ancient world, eunuchs were put in charge of 
harems, because they had the physical strength and 
endurance of a man, but would not be a sexual threat 
to the women of the harem. 
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Jesus said, $“‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You 
shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not 
steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 
19t‘Honor your father and your mother,”* 
and, “‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ ”* 

20The young man said to Him, “All these 
things I have vkept from my youth.* What 
do I still lack?” 

21Jesus said to him, “If you want to be 
perfect, “go, sell what you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.” 

22But when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had 
great possessions. 


With God All Things Are Possible 

23Then Jesus said to His disciples, “As- 
suredly, I say to you that *it is hard for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
24And again I say to you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 

25 When His disciples heard it, they were 
greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can 
be saved?” 

26But Jesus looked at them and said to 
them, “With men this is impossible, but 
ywith God all things are possible.” 

27Then Peter answered and said to Him, 
“See, 2we have left all and followed You. 
Therefore what shall we have?” 

28So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say 
to you, that in the regeneration, when the 
Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, 
ayou who have followed Me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 28»>And everyone who has left hous- 
es or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or wife* or children or lands, for My name’s 
sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and in- 
herit eternal life. 30°>-But many who are first 
will be last, and the last first. 


The Parable of the Workers 


in the Vineyard 
20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like 
a landowner who went out early in 
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the morning to hire laborers for his vine- 
yard. 2Now when he had agreed with 
the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 3And he went 
out about the third hour and saw oth- 
ers standing idle in the marketplace, 
4and said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and whatever is right I will 
give you.’ So they went. 5Again he went 
out about the sixth and the ninth hour, 
and did likewise. And about the elev- 
enth hour he went out and found others 
standing idle,* and said to them, ‘Why 
have you been standing here idle all day?’ 
7They said to him, ‘Because no one hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and whatever is right you will 
receive.’* 

8“So when evening had come, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his stew- 
ard, ‘Call the laborers and give them 
their wages, beginning with the last to 
the first.’ 9And when those came who 
were hired about the eleventh hour, 
they each received a denarius. But 
when the first came, they supposed that 
they would receive more; and they like- 
wise received each a denarius. UAnd 
when they had received it, they com- 
plained against the landowner, |2say- 
ing, ‘These last men have worked only 
one hour, and you made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden and the 
heat of the day.’ !3But he answered one 
of them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong. Did you not agree with me for 
a denarius? 14Take what is yours and go 
your way. I wish to give to this last man 
the same as to you. 1<Js it not lawful for 
me to do what I wish with my own things? 
Or is your eye evil because I am good?’ 
16cSo the last will be first, and the first last. 
dFor many are called, but few chosen.”* 


* 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 

e Leviticus 19:18 *19:20 NU-Text omits from 
my youth. _* 19:29 NU-Text omits or wife. 

* 20:6 NU-Text omits idle. *20:7 NU-Text omits 
the last clause of this verse. *20:16 NU-Text 
omits the last sentence of this verse. 


19:21 sell what you have. This verse does not teach 
salvation by works (Rom. 3:23-24; Eph. 2:8-9). 
Rather, Jesus was proving that the rich young man 
could not have truly fulfilled all of the law of Moses. If 
he really loved his neighbor as the law required (Lev. 
19:18), he would not have had any difficulty in giving 
away his wealth to the poor. 

19:23-24 it is hard fora rich man to enter the king- 
dom. The point of this seems to be that fear of losing 
one’s wealth can hold a person back to the extent 
that they will never become saved at all. One of the 
things that goes with being saved is saying, “God's 
way, not my way.” 

20:3 third hour. This was about 9:00 A.M. 

20:5 the sixth and the ninth hour. This was about 
noon and about 3:00 p.m. 


20:6 the eleventh hour. This was about 5:00 p.m. 
There would be only an hour or so left in the working 
day. 

20:16 the last will be first. The workers who were 
collected without an agreement represent the Gen- 
tiles who are made equal with the Jewish people 
when salvation became available to all through Jesus 
Christ (Rom. 11:15; Eph. 2:13—15; 3:6). 
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Jesus a Third Time Predicts His 


Death and Resurrection 

lveNow Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, 
took the twelve disciples aside on the road 
and said to them, 1!8f“Behold, we are going 
up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 
be betrayed to the chief priests and to the 
scribes; and they will condemn Him to 
death, !8¢and deliver Him to the Gentiles to 
hmock and to ‘scourge and to icrucify. And 
the third day He will “rise again.” 


Greatness Is Serving 

20'1Then the mother of "Zebedee’s sons 
came to Him with her sons, kneeling down 
and asking something from Him. 

21And He said to her, “What do you 
wish?” 

She said to Him, “Grant that these two 
sons of mine "may sit, one on Your right 
hand and the other on the left, in Your 
kingdom.” 

22But Jesus answered and said, “You 
do not know what you ask. Are you able 
to drink °the cup that I am about to drink, 
and be baptized with »the baptism that I 
am baptized with?”* 

They said to Him, “We are able.” 

23So He said to them, «You will indeed 
drink My cup, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with;* but to 
sit on My right hand and on My left is not 
Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it 
is prepared by My Father.” 

24rAnd when the ten heard it, they were 
greatly displeased with the two brothers. 
25But Jesus called them to Himself and 
said, “You know that the rulers of the Gen- 
tiles lord it over them, and those who are 
great exercise authority over them. 26Yet 
sit shall not be so among you; but twhoever 
desires to become great among you, let him 
be your servant. 27“And whoever desires to 
be first among you, let him be your slave— 
28vjust as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and Yto give His 
life a ransom 2for many.” 


Two Blind Men Receive Their Sight 
29aNow as they went out of Jericho, a 
great multitude followed Him. 3®And be- 
hold, »two blind men sitting by the road, 
when they heard that Jesus was passing 


by, cried out, saying, “Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, Son of David!” 

31Then the multitude (warned them that 
they should be quiet; but they cried out all 
the more, saying, “Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, Son of David!” 

32So Jesus stood still and called them, 
and said, “What do you want Me to do for 
you?” 

33They said to Him, “Lord, that our eyes 
may be opened.” 34So Jesus had ¢compas- 
sion and touched their eyes. And immedi- 
ately their eyes received sight, and they 
followed Him. 


The Triumphal Entry 
?1 Now ¢when they drew near Jerusa- 
lem, and came to Bethphage,* at >the 
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disci- 
ples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village 
opposite you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. 
Loose them and bring them to Me. 3And if 
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immedi- 
ately he will send them.” 
4All* this was done that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying: 


5 “Tell¢ the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, 
Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, 
A colt, the foal of a donkey.’”* 


6dSo the disciples went and did as Jesus 
commanded them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt, elaid their clothes on 
them, and set Him* on them. 8And a very 
great multitude spread their clothes on the 
road; fothers cut down branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9Then 
the multitudes who went before and those 
who followed cried out, saying: 


“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
s‘Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the LoRD!”* 
Hosanna in the highest!” 


* 20:22 NU-Text omits and be baptized with the 
baptism that Iam baptized with. *20:23 NU- 
Text omits and be baptized with the baptism that 
Iam baptized with. *21:1 M-Text reads Beths- 
phage. *21:4 NU-Text omits All. *21:5 Zech- 
ariah 9:9 *21:7 NU-Text reads and He sat. 

* 21:9 Psalm 118:26 


20:26-27 whosoever desires to become great. The 
measure of greatness is not position, power, or pres- 
tige. It is service. 

21:2 a donkey tied. This was prophesied in Zechariah 
9:9. 

21:9 Hosanna. Hosanna literally means “save now.” 
The people were using it as an exclamation of joyous 
praise, but also they expected the Messiah to save 
them from the oppression of the Romans. 


20:17 € Mark 10:32-34 20:18 Matt. 16:21; 26:47-57 
20:19 9 Matt. 27:2 " Matt. 26:67, 68; 27:29, 41 ‘Matt. 27:26 
J Acts 3:13-15 kMatt.28:5,6 20:20!/Mark 10:35-45 


™ Matt. 4:21; 10:2 20:21"[Matt. 19:28] 20:22 °Luke 
22:42 PLuke 12:50 20:2349[Acts 12:2] 20:24'Mark 
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¥[Is. 53:10, 11] 2[Rom. 5:15, 19] 20:29 Mark 10:46-52 
20:30 Matt. 9:27 ©[Ezek. 37:21-25] 20:31 4 Matt. 
19:13, 20:34 Matt. 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 18:27 

21:14 Luke 19:29-38 6[Zech. 14:4] 21:5¢Zech. 9:9 
21:64Mark 11:4 21:72 Kin.9:13  21:8fLev. 23:40 
21:99 Ps. 118:26; Matt. 23:39 


10hAnd when He had come into Jerusa- 
lem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who 
is this?” 

11So0 the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, 
ithe prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” 


Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

12iThen Jesus went into the temple of 
God* and drove out all those who bought 
and sold in the temple, and overturned 
the tables of the money changers and the 
seats of those who sold doves. #3And He 
said to them, “It is written, !‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer,’* but you have 
made it a ™‘den of thieves.’”* 

4Then the blind and the lame came to 
Him in the temple, and He healed them. 
1sBut when the chief priests and scribes 
saw the wonderful things that He did, and 
the children crying out in the temple and 
saying, “Hosanna to the "Son of David!” 
they were indignant !6and said to Him, “Do 
You hear what these are saying?” 

And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you 
never read, 


o‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing 
infants 
You have perfected praise’?”* 


17Then He left them and Pwent out of the 
city to Bethany, and He lodged there. 


The Fig Tree Withered 

18aNow in the morning, as He returned 
to the city, He was hungry. 19rAnd seeing a 
fig tree by the road, He came to it and found 
nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let 
no fruit grow on you ever again.” Immedi- 
ately the fig tree withered away. 


The Lesson of the Withered 
Fig Tree 

20sAnd when the disciples saw it, they 
marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree 
wither away so soon?” 

21So Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, tif you have faith 
and “do not doubt, you will not only do 
what was done to the fig tree, vbut also if 
you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and 
be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. 22And 
wwhatever things you ask in prayer, believ- 
ing, you will receive.” 


Matthew 21:33 @ 1079 
Jesus’ Authority Questioned 

23xNow when He came into the temple, 
the chief priests and the elders of the peo- 
ple confronted Him as He was teaching, 
and Ysaid, “By what authority are You do- 
ing these things? And who gave You this 
authority?” 

24But Jesus answered and said to them, 
“T also will ask you one thing, which if you 
tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things: 25The Zbaptism of 
aJohn—where was it from? From heaven or 
from men?” 

And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 
say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From men,’ we 
bfear the multitude, cfor all count John as 
a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus and 
said, “We do not know.” 

And He said to them, “Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I do these things. 


The Parable of the Two Sons 

28“But what do you think? A man had 
two sons, and he came to the first and said, 
‘Son, go, work today in my ¢vineyard.’ 29He 
answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but after- 
ward he regretted it and went. 39Then he 
came to the second and said likewise. And 
he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did 
not go. 3!1Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” 

They said to Him, “The first.” 

Jesus said to them, ¢“Assuredly, I say to 
you that tax collectors and harlots enter 
the kingdom of God before you. 32For fJohn 
came to you in the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him; ¢but tax col- 
lectors and harlots believed him; and when 
you saw it, you did not afterward relent 
and believe him. 


The Parable of the Wicked 
Vinedressers 

33“Hear another parable: There was a 
certain landowner "who planted a vine- 
yard and set a hedge around it, dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower. And he 
leased it to vinedressers and ‘went into 


* 21:12 NU-Text omits of God. * 21:13 Isaiah 
56:7 ¢ Jeremiah 7:11 * 21:16 Psalm 8:2 


21:19 Immediately. This does not necessarily mean 
instantly; it may have the idea of “very soon” as 
in Luke 19:11. (The account of this miracle in Mark 
11:12-14,20-21 indicates some time passing.) 

21:21 faith. Few if any besides our Savior will reach 
this kind of faith in its fullness. However, as each 
believer approaches such faith in prayer, his effort 
will be rewarded. Answers are always given, even to 
the feeblest prayers of faith. 

21:33 planted a vineyard. The owner of the vineyard 
was God; the vinedressers were the people of Israel. 
The servants represent God's messengers, and the 
son is Jesus the Messiah. 
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1080 & Matthew 21:34 


a far country. 34Now when vintage-time 
drew near, he sent his servants to the 
vinedressers, that they might receive its 
fruit. 35;And the vinedressers took his 
servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned 
another. 36A gain he sent other servants, 
more than the first, and they did likewise 
to them. 37Then last of all he sent his *son 
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 388But when the vinedressers saw the 
son, they said among themselves, !‘This is 
the heir. "Come, let us kill him and seize 
his inheritance.’ 39"So they took him and 
cast him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. 

40“Therefore, when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
vinedressers?” 

4loThey said to Him, »“He will destroy 
those wicked men miserably, “and lease 
his vineyard to other vinedressers who 
will render to him the fruits in their sea- 
sons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the Scriptures: 


'*The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the LORD’s doing, 

And it is marvelous in our eyes’?* 


43“Therefore I say to you, sthe kingdom 
of God will be taken from you and given 
to a nation bearing the fruits of it. 44And 
twhoever falls on this stone will be broken; 
but on whomever it falls, “it will grind him 
to powder.” 

45Now when the chief priests and Phar- 
isees heard His parables, they perceived 
that He was speaking of them. 46But when 
they sought to lay hands on Him, they 
vfeared the multitudes, because “they took 
Him for a prophet. 


The Parable of the Wedding Feast 
2 And Jesus answered “and spoke to 
them again by parables and said: 
2“The kingdom of heaven is like a cer- 
tain king who arranged a marriage for 
his son, 3and sent out his servants to 
call those who were invited to the wed- 
ding; and they were not willing to come. 
4A gain, he sent out other servants, saying, 
‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have 


prepared my dinner; "my oxen and fatted 
cattle are killed, and all things are ready. 
Come to the wedding.”’ 5But they made 
light of it and went their ways, one to his 
own farm, another to his business. 6And 
the rest seized his servants, treated them 
spitefully, and killed them. 7But when the 
king heard about it, he was furious. And 
he sent out chis armies, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned up their city. 
8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wed- 
ding is ready, but those who were invited 
were not ¢worthy. Therefore go into the 
highways, and as many as you find, invite 
to the wedding.’ !°So those servants went 
out into the highways and ¢gathered to- 
gether all whom they found, both bad and 
good. And the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. 

11“But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw a man there fwho did not 
have on a wedding garment. !2So he said 
to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here 
without a wedding garment?’ And he was 
speechless. 13Then the king said to the 
servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take 
him away, and* cast him "into outer dark- 
ness; there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ 

Mi“For many are called, but few are cho- 
sen.” 


The Pharisees: Is It Lawful to Pay 


Taxes to Caesar? 

15iThen the Pharisees went and plotted 
how they might entangle Him in His talk. 
16And they sent to Him their disciples with 
the *Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that You are true, and teach the way of God 
in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for 
You do not regard the person of men. !7Tell 
us, therefore, what do You think? Is it law- 
ful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 

18But Jesus perceived their wickedness, 
and said, “Why do you test Me, you hypo- 
crites? 18Show Me the tax money.” 

So they brought Him a denarius. 

20And He said to them, “Whose image 
and inscription is this?” 


* 21:42 Psalm 118:22, 23 
take him away, and. 


* 22:13 NU-Text omits 


21:42 cornerstone. The rejected stone was the Mes- 
siah, who became the head cornerstone, the one 
holding the whole building together (Ps. 118:22-23). 
22:11 did not have on a wedding garment. Like the 
others, this visitor had been invited to the wedding, 
but he failed to prepare himself for it. In Revelation, 
the garment of fine linen worn by the bride of the 
Lamb is said to be the righteous deeds of the saints 
(Rev. 19:8). In this parable the garment may refer to 
the righteousness of Christ, graciously provided for 
us through His death. To refuse to put it on would 
mean a refusal of Christ’s sacrifice. 

22:14 many are called, but few are chosen. All |srael 


has been invited, but only a few will accept and fol- 
low Jesus. Not all those invited will be among the 
chosen of God, for not all will believe. 
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21They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 

And He said to them, “Render therefore 
to Caesar the things that are ™Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are "God’s.” 
22When they had heard these words, they 
marveled, and left Him and went their way. 


The Sadducees: What About 


the Resurrection? 

230The same day the Sadducees, Pwho 
say there is no resurrection, came to Him 
and asked Him, 24saying: “Teacher, “Moses 
said that if a man dies, having no children, 
his brother shall marry his wife and raise 
up offspring for his brother. 25Now there 
were with us seven brothers. The first died 
after he had married, and having no off- 
spring, left his wife to his brother. 26Like- 
wise the second also, and the third, even 
to the seventh. 27Last of all the woman 
died also. 28Therefore, in the resurrection, 
whose wife of the seven will she be? For 
they all had her.” 

29 Jesus answered and said to them, “You 
are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures 
nor the power of God. 39For in the resur- 
rection they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but sare like angels of God* 
in heaven. 31But concerning the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, have you not read what 
was spoken to you by God, saying, 32t‘J am 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob’?* God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living.” 33And when 
the multitudes heard this, “they were as- 
tonished at His teaching. 


The Scribes: Which Is the First 


Commandment of All? 

34vBut when the Pharisees heard that He 
had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. 35Then one of them, wa lawyer, 
asked Him a question, testing Him, and 
saying, 36“Teacher, which is the great com- 
mandment in the law?” 

37Jesus said to him, *“‘You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.”* 38This 


Matthew 23:8 & 1081 
is the first and great commandment. 39And 
the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’* 422On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 


Jesus: How Can David Call His 


Descendant Lord? 

4laWhile the Pharisees were gathered to- 
gether, Jesus asked them, 42saying, “What 
do you think about the Christ? Whose Son 
is He?” 

They said to Him, “The »Son of David.” 

43He said to them, “How then does David 
in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: 


44 ‘The¢ LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool”’?* 


451f David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He 
his Son?” 464A nd no one was able to answer 
Him a word, enor from that day on did any- 
one dare question Him anymore. 


Woe to the Scribes and Pharisees 
2 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes 
and to His disciples, 2saying: «“The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ 
seat. 3Therefore whatever they tell you 
to observe,* that observe and do, but do 
not do according to their works; for >they 
say, and do not do. 4¢For they bind heavy 
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
men’s shoulders; but they themselves will 
not move them with one of their fingers. 
5But all their works they do to “be seen by 
men. They make their phylacteries broad 
and enlarge the borders of their garments. 
6eThey love the best places at feasts, the 
best seats in the synagogues, 7greetings 
in the marketplaces, and to be called by 
men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ 8fBut you, do not be 


* 22:30 NU-Text omits of God. 
3:6,15  *22:37 Deuteronomy 6:5 
icus 19:18 *22:44 Psalm 110:1 
omits to observe. 


* 22:32 Exodus 
* 22:39 Levit- 
* 23:3 NU-Text 


22:21 things that are Caesar’s. When one subjects 
oneself to the state and accepts its protection and 
benefits, one is obligated to support it and obey its 
laws until it becomes sinful to do so (Rom. 13:1-7; 
1 Pet. 2:13-17). But giving back to God what is His 
reaches far deeper than obedience to the state. Man 
has a duty to give himself to God, with all he is and 
all that he has. 

22:42-45 Christ... Whose Son is He? The Old Tes- 
tament foretold that the Messiah would come from 
David's royal line (2 Sam. 7:12-16; Ps. 89:3-4,34-36; 
Is. 9:7; 16:5; 55:3-4). 

22:44 The Lorb said to my Lord. The Hebrew text 
of Psalm 110:1 uses two different Hebrew words for 
“Lord.” The first, translated “LorD,” is the name Yah- 
weh, the proper name of Israel’s God. The second 
“Lord” means “master.” David, the great king of Israel, 
calls one of his offspring “Lord” or “master.” The impli- 
cation is that Jesus, the Son of David, is divine. 


23:5 phylacteries. Phylacteries were small boxes 
containing specific Scripture passages, in fulfillment 
of Deuteronomy 6:8 (Ex. 13:9,16; Prov. 3:3; 6:21; 7:3). 
They were worn on the forehead or arm. In order to 
be seen as especially righteous, some Pharisees wore 
conspicuously large phylacteries. 

23:7 Rabbi. The title “rabbi” means “teacher.” 
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1082 & Matthew 23:9 


called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, 
the Christ,* and you are all brethren. 9Do 
not call anyone on earth your father; ¢for 
One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 
10And do not be called teachers; for One 
is your Teacher, the Christ. 4But "he who 
is greatest among you shall be your ser- 
vant. 2i:And whoever exalts himself will 
be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted. 

13“But ‘woe to you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! For you shut up the king- 
dom of heaven against men; for you neither 
go in yourselves, nor do you allow those 
who are entering to go in. 4Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! *For you 
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense 
make long prayers. Therefore you will re- 
ceive greater condemnation.* 

15“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to 
win one proselyte, and when he is won, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as 
yourselves. 

16“Woe to you, ‘blind guides, who say, 
m*Whoever swears by the temple, it is 
nothing; but whoever swears by the gold 
of the temple, he is obliged to perform 
it.’ 17Fools and blind! For which is great- 
er, the gold "or the temple that sanctifies* 
the gold? 18And, ‘Whoever swears by the 
altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears 
by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to 
perform it.’ 19Fools and blind! For which 
is greater, the gift °or the altar that sanc- 
tifies the gift? 20Therefore he who swears 
by the altar, swears by it and by all things 
on it. 21He who swears by the temple, 
swears by it and by "Him who dwells* in 
it. 22And he who swears by heaven, swears 
by ¢the throne of God and by Him who sits 
on it. 

23“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! "For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and shave neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faith. These you ought to have 
done, without leaving the others undone. 
24Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and 
swallow a camel! 

25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! ‘For you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside they are full 


of extortion and self-indulgence.* 26Blind 
Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup 
and dish, that the outside of them may be 
clean also. 

27“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! “For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful out- 
wardly, but inside are full of dead men’s 
bones and all uncleanness. 28Even so you 
also outwardly appear righteous to men, 
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness. 

29v“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of 
the prophets and adorn the monuments 
of the righteous, 2%and say, ‘If we had lived 
in the days of our fathers, we would not 
have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets.’ 

31“Therefore you are witnesses against 
yourselves that “you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. 32xFill up, then, the 
measure of your fathers’ guilt. 33Serpents, 
ybrood of vipers! How can you escape 
the condemnation of hell? 342Therefore, 
indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, 
and scribes: “some of them you will kill 
and crucify, and some of them you will 
scourge in your synagogues and perse- 
cute from city to city, 35cthat on you may 
come all the righteous blood shed on the 
earth, “from the blood of righteous Abel 
to ¢the blood of Zechariah, son of Bere- 
chiah, whom you murdered between the 
temple and the altar. 36Assuredly, I say to 
you, all these things will come upon this 
generation. 


Jesus Laments over Jerusalem 

377“Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one 
who kills the prophets gand stones those 
who are sent to her! How often "I wanted 
to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks ‘under her wings, but 
you were not willing! 38See! Your house 
is left to you desolate; 39for I say to you, 
you shall see Me no more till you say, 


* 23:8 NU-Text omits the Christ. * 23:14 NU- 
Text omits this verse. *23:17 NU-Text reads 
sanctified. *23:21 M-Text reads dwelt. 

* 23:25 M-Text reads unrighteousness. 


23:10 do not be called teachers. This verse is a 
warning against the human tendency to replace a 
personal relationship with God with following an 
earthly leader. No matter how dynamic or even how 
godly such a leader is, as soon as people start looking 
to that person rather than to God, they have created 
an idol. 

23:24 swallow a camel. The Pharisees would liter- 
ally “strain out a gnat” in order not to violate Leviticus 
11:41-43, but they swallowed “a camel” by neglect- 
ing mercy, justice, and faith. 

23:25-26 but inside. The inside of the cup rep- 
resents a person’s character. Sometimes those who 
most loudly protest the sins of others are secretly 
guilty of those or worse sins themselves. 


23:35 Abel... Zechariah. Abel was the first person 
murdered in the Old Testament (Gen. 4:8); Zechariah 
was the last. His death is recorded in 2 Chronicles 
24:20-22, the last book of the Hebrew canon. 
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i‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the LORD!’”* 


Jesus Predicts the Destruction of 
the Temple 
2 4 Then “Jesus went out and departed 
from the temple, and His disciples 
came up to show Him the buildings of the 
temple. 2And Jesus said to them, “Do you 
not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to 
you, >not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.” 


The Signs of the Times and the End 


of the Age 

3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, 
cthe disciples came to Him privately, say- 
ing, ¢“Tell us, when will these things be? 
And what will be the sign of Your coming, 
and of the end of the age?” 

4And Jesus answered and said to them: 
e“Take heed that no one deceives you. 5For 
fmany will come in My name, saying, ‘Iam 
the Christ,’ and will deceive many. And 
you will hear of "wars and rumors of wars. 
See that you are not troubled; for all* these 
things must come to pass, but the end is 
not yet. 7For ination will rise against na- 
tion, and kingdom against kingdom. And 
there will be ‘famines, pestilences,* and 
earthquakes in various places. 8AIIl these 
are the beginning of sorrows. 

9k“Then they will deliver you up to 
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tribulation and kill you, and you will be 
hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 
10And then many will be offended, will 
betray one another, and will hate one an- 
other. !Then ‘many false prophets will 
rise up and deceive many. !2And because 
lawlessness will abound, the love of many 
will grow "cold. !80But he who endures to 
the end shall be saved. 4And this »gospel 
of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and 
then the end will come. 


The Great Tribulation 

15r“Therefore when you see the s‘abom- 
ination of desolation,’* spoken of by Dan- 
iel the prophet, standing in the holy place” 
t(whoever reads, let him understand), 
16“then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. 17Let him who is on the 
housetop not go down to take anything 
out of his house. 18And let him who is in 
the field not go back to get his clothes. 
19But “woe to those who are pregnant and 
to those who are nursing babies in those 
days! 20And pray that your flight may 
not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 2!For 
vthen there will be great tribulation, such 
as has not been since the beginning of the 
world until this time, no, nor ever shall 


* 23:39 Psalm 118:26 
* 24:7 NU-Text omits pestilences. 
11:31; 12:11 


* 24:6 NU-Text omits all. 
* 24:15 Daniel 


24:1 temple. The first temple, built by Solomon, was 
destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.c. The second 
temple, built under the encouragement of Haggai 
and Zechariah, and the leadership of Zerubbabel 
and Joshua (Hag. 1:1), was completed after consider- 
able delay in 516 B.c. This second temple was lavishly 
restored by Herod the Great, but not completed until 
A.D. 64. It stood completed for only six years before it 
was reduced to rubble by the Romans. The devasta- 
tion in A.D. 70 was so complete that the precise loca- 
tion is still unknown today. 

24:4 Take heed that no one deceives you. Jesus’ 
warning about being deceived was especially appro- 
priate for the disciples. The destruction of Jerusalem 
did not necessarily mean the nearness of the end of 
the age. This principle was a point of confusion for 
them (Luke 19:11—-27; Acts 1:6—7). 

24:6 must come to pass. This indicates a divine or 
logical necessity. Such things will happen because 
of the people’s sin. False messiahs had existed before 
(Acts 5:36-38) and false preachers would come in the 
future (Acts 20:29; 2 Cor. 11:13-15). Verses 4-6 may 
describe the first part of Daniel's seventieth week 
(Dan. 9:25-27), but possibly they present a general 
picture of the present age. 

24:7 famines ... and earthquakes. These disasters 
are more fully described in Revelation 6:1-8; 8:5-23; 
9:13-21; and 16:2-21. 

24:10 Apostasy—Satan is a subtle adversary who 
works as an angel of light through false religious 
teachers (2 Cor. 11:14-15), and many will be mis- 
led. Apostasy is also the result of persecution. Jesus 
speaks of temporary faith, and says that a falling 


away often occurs when “tribulation or persecution 
arises because of the word” (13:21). Perseverance in 
faith and in the accompanying results of faith are 
positive evidence of a genuine Christian profession. 
24:15 abomination of desolation. The abomination 
of desolation literally means “the abomination that 
makes desolate.” This prophecy comes from Daniel, 
specifically Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. Many believe that 
Daniel 11:31 refers to Antiochus IV, who desecrated 
the temple by sacrificing a pig on its altar and setting 
up an idol to Zeus in it. His actions were certainly a 
prelude to what the ultimate “man of sin” will do. 
In A.D. 70, Titus destroyed Jerusalem, burned the 
temple, and set up an idol to mock the Jews. Signifi- 
cantly, Paul speaks of the Antichrist at the end times 
also setting himself up as a god (2 Thess. 2:3—4; Rev. 
13:14-15). 

24:16 flee. At the time of the war ending in the 
destruction of the temple in A.D. 70, many of the 
Christians did flee, hiding in the clefts of Petra. Some 
believe that the final fulfillment of this prophecy will 
occur in the future desecration of the temple (Dan. 
9:27) and the subsequent setting up of an image of 
the “man of sin” in the Most Holy Place. 
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be. 22And unless those days were short- 
ened, no flesh would be saved; “but for 
the elect’s sake those days will be short- 
ened. 

23x“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not 
believe it. 24For yfalse christs and false 
prophets will rise and show great signs 
and wonders to deceive, zif possible, even 
the elect. 25See, I have told you before- 
hand. 

26“Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He 
is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, 
He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe 
it. 274For as the lightning comes from the 
east and flashes to the west, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. 28>For wher- 
ever the carcass is, there the eagles will be 
gathered together. 


The Coming of the Son of Man 

29c“Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days 4the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; the 
stars will fall from heaven, and the pow- 
ers of the heavens will be shaken. 3%Then 
the sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in heaven, fand then all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heav- 
en with power and great glory. 3lzAnd He 
will send His angels with a great sound of 
a trumpet, and they will gather together 
His elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. 


The Parable of the Fig Tree 

32“Now learn "this parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already become 
tender and puts forth leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 33So you also, when you 
see all these things, know ‘that it* is near— 
at the doors! 34Assuredly, I say to you, ‘this 
generation will by no means pass away till 
all these things take place. 35kHeaven and 
earth will pass away, but My words will by 
no means pass away. 


No One Knows the Day or Hour 
36“But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven,* 
mbut My Father only. 37But as the days of 
Noah were, so also will the coming of the 
Son of Man be. 38"For as in the days before 
the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark, 38and 
did not know until the flood came and took 
them all away, so also will the coming of 
the Son of Man be. 49°Then two men will be 
in the field: one will be taken and the other 
left. 41Two women will be grinding at the 
mill: one will be taken and the other left. 
42pWatch therefore, for you do not know 
what hour* your Lord is coming. #¢But 
know this, that if the master of the house 
had known what hour the thief would 
come, he would have watched and not al- 
lowed his house to be broken into. 44"There- 
fore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect. 


The Faithful Servant and the Evil 
Servant 

45s“Who then is a faithful and wise ser- 
vant, whom his master made ruler over his 
household, to give them food in due sea- 
son? 46tBlessed is that servant whom his 
master, when he comes, will find so doing. 
47Assuredly, I say to you that he will make 
him ruler over all his goods. 48But if that 
evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master 
vis delaying his coming,’* “and begins to 
beat his fellow servants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunkards, the master of 
that servant will come on a day when he 
is not looking for him and at an hour that 
he is “not aware of, 5land will cut him in 
two and appoint him his portion with the 
hypocrites. «There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 


*24:33 Or He * 24:36 NU-Text adds nor the Son. 
* 24:42 NU-Text reads day. * 24:48 NU-Text 
omits his coming. 


24:24 signs and wonders. Miracles by themselves 
do not prove that something is of God (7:21-23; 
2 Thess. 2:9; Rev. 13:13-15). The teaching of those 
who perform signs and wonders must be tested 
against correct doctrine (Deut. 13:1-5; 1 John 4:1-3), 
and by the witness of God's Spirit (John 10:3-5,27). 
24:29 Immediately after. This verse moves chrono- 
logically to the close of the tribulation, a period that 
will be marked by monumental cosmic disturbances 
(Is. 13:10; 34:4; Ezek. 32:7-8; Joel 2:30-31; 3:15; Hag. 
2:6; Zech. 14:6; Rev. 6:12-14). 

24:34 this generation. “Generation” may mean 
“race,” indicating that Israel as a people will not cease 
to exist before God fulfills His promises to them. 
Another possibility is that the word describes a par- 
ticular era in which people will see the end times. 
That is, the events will occur so rapidly that all will 
happen within one generation. Perhaps both inter- 
pretations are true. 


24:36 that day and hour no one knows. Mark 13:32 
indicates that even Jesus Himself did not know the 
exact time of His return. When the Lord Jesus was on 
earth, He voluntarily limited His use of His divine attri- 
butes (John 17:4—5; Phil. 2:5-8). Therefore He became 
hungry, thirsty, and tired. In this instance, Jesus sur- 
rendered the use of His divine omniscience. 
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The Parable of the Wise and Foolish 
Virgins 
2 5 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall 
be likened to ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went out to meet “the bride- 
groom. 2Now five of them were wise, and 
five were foolish. Those who were foolish 
took their lamps and took no oil with them, 
4but the wise took oil in their vessels with 
their lamps. 5But while the bridegroom 
was delayed, cthey all slumbered and slept. 

6“And at midnight ¢a cry was heard: 
‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming;* go 
out to meet him!’ 7Then all those virgins 
arose and ¢trimmed their lamps. 8And the 
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But 
the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there 
should not be enough for us and you; but 
go rather to those who sell, and buy for 
yourselves.’ 19And while they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding; and 
ithe door was shut. 

1l“Afterward the other virgins came 
also, saying, &‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ !2But 
he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you, "I do not know you.’ 

13i“Watch therefore, for you iknow nei- 
ther the day nor the hour* in which the Son 
of Man is coming. 


The Parable of the Talents 

14k“For the kingdom of heaven is like a 
man traveling to a far country, who called 
his own servants and delivered his goods 
to them. 5And to one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one, ™to 
each according to his own ability; and 
immediately he went on a journey. 16Then 
he who had received the five talents went 
and traded with them, and made another 
five talents. 17And likewise he who had re- 
ceived two gained two more also. !8But he 
who had received one went and dug in the 
ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a 
long time the lord of those servants came 
and settled accounts with them. 

20“So he who had received five tal- 
ents came and brought five other talents, 
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saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five tal- 
ents; look, I have gained five more talents 
besides them.’ 21His lord said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you were 
nfaithful over a few things, °I will make you 
ruler over many things. Enter into -the joy 
of your lord.’ 22He also who had received 
two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you deliv- 
ered to me two talents; look, I have gained 
two more talents besides them.’ 23His lord 
said to him, ¢‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have been faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many 
things. Enter into "the joy of your lord.’ 

24“Then he who had received the one 
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you 
to be a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown, and gathering where you have 
not scattered seed. 25And I was afraid, and 
went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours.’ 

26“But his lord answered and said to 
him, ‘You swicked and lazy servant, you 
knew that I reap where I have not sown, 
and gather where I have not scattered seed. 
27So you ought to have deposited my mon- 
ey with the bankers, and at my coming I 
would have received back my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him, and 
give it to him who has ten talents. 

29t‘For to everyone who has, more will 
be given, and he will have abundance; but 
from him who does not have, even what he 
has will be taken away. 3®And cast the un- 
profitable servant “into the outer darkness. 
vThere will be weeping and wgnashing of 
teeth.’ 


The Son of Man Will Judge 


the Nations 

31x“When the Son of Man comes in His 
glory, and all the holy* angels with Him, 
then He will sit on the throne of His glo- 
ry. 32vA 11 the nations will be gathered be- 
fore Him, and 2He will separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divides his 


*25:6 NU-Text omits is coming. * 25:13 NU-Text 
omits the rest of this verse. * 25:31 NU-Text 
omits holy. 


25:10 the bridegroom came. Christ's return is often 
compared to a wedding (22:1-14; Rev. 19:7-8). 

25:14 delivered his goods to them. The parable of 
the talents illustrates the faith required of God's ser- 
vants. 

25:15 talents. A talent was a large sum of money, 
about six thousand denarii. 

25:23 | will make you ruler over many things. The 
first two servants received the same reward, based 
on their faithfulness, not on the size of their responsi- 
bilities. The smallest task in God's work may receive a 
great reward if we are faithful in performing it (10:42). 
25:32-40 Judgment—The Final Judgment will be 
according to the evidence, not according to what 
was professed but what was practiced. It will be 
not according to what was said, but what was done. 


These works cannot earn salvation, but they are 
works of love which reflect a life redeemed by the 
saving work of Christ through the Holy Spirit (Gal. 
5:6). Love for God is demonstrated by love for man 
(1 John 4:20). 
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sheep from the goats. 33And He will set the 
asheep on His right hand, but the goats on 
the left. 34Then the King will say to those 
on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of 
My Father, “inherit the kingdom ‘prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world: 
35dfor I was hungry and you gave Me food; 
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; eI 
was a stranger and you took Me in; 36] was 
fnaked and you clothed Me; I was sick and 
you visited Me; #I was in prison and you 
came to Me.’ 

37“Then the righteous will answer Him, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hun- 
gry and feed You, or thirsty and give You 
drink? 38When did we see You a stranger 
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 
39Or when did we see You sick, or in pris- 
on, and come to You?’ 4°And the King will 
answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say 
to you, "inasmuch as you did it to one of the 
least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 

41“Then He will also say to those on the 
left hand, ‘‘Depart from Me, you cursed, 
jinto the everlasting fire prepared for *the 
devil and his angels: 42for I was hungry 
and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and 
you gave Me no drink; 481 was a stranger 
and you did not take Me in, naked and you 
did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and 
you did not visit Me.’ 

44“Then they also will answer Him,* 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hun- 
gry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 
or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 
45Then He will answer them, saying, ‘As- 
suredly, I say to you, ‘inasmuch as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to Me.’ 46And these will go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 


The Plot to Kill Jesus 
2 6 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had 
finished all these sayings, that He 
said to His disciples, 2«“You know that af- 
ter two days is the Passover, and the Son of 
Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 
3>Then the chief priests, the scribes,* 
and the elders of the people assembled 
at the palace of the high priest, who was 
called Caiaphas, 4and cplotted to take 
Jesus by trickery and kill Him. *But they 
said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an 
uproar among the 4people.” 


The Anointing at Bethany 

6And when Jesus was in ¢Bethany at the 
house of Simon the leper, 7a woman came 
to Him having an alabaster flask of very 
costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His 
head as He sat at the table. §fBut when His 
disciples saw it, they were indignant, say- 
ing, “Why this waste? 9For this fragrant oil 
might have been sold for much and given 
to the poor.” 

10But when Jesus was aware of it, He 
said to them, “Why do you trouble the wom- 
an? For she has done a good work for Me. 
llgFor you have the poor with you always, 
but “Me you do not have always. !2For in 
pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she 
did it for My ‘burial. Assuredly, I say to 
you, wherever this gospel is preached in 
the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be told as a memorial to her.” 


Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

4jThen one of the twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priests and 
said, “What are you willing to give me if I 
deliver Him to you?” And they counted out 
to him thirty pieces of silver. 16So from that 
time he sought opportunity to betray Him. 


Jesus Celebrates Passover with His 
Disciples 

17mNow on the first day of the Feast of 
the Unleavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying to Him, “Where do You want 
us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 

18And He said, “Go into the city to a 
certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teach- 
er says, “My time is at hand; I will keep 
the Passover at your house with My disci- 
ples.””” 

19So the disciples did as Jesus had direct- 
ed them; and they prepared the Passover. 

200When evening had come, He sat down 
with the twelve. 21Now as they were eating, 
He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you 
will >betray Me.” 

22And they were exceedingly sorrow- 
ful, and each of them began to say to Him, 
“Lord, is it I?” 

23He answered and said, ““He who 
dipped his hand with Me in the dish will 


* 25:44 NU-Text and M-Text omit Him. 
* 26:3 NU-Text omits the scribes. 


26:14 one of the twelve. The enormity of Judas’ sin 
is seen in these words: Jesus was betrayed by one of 
His own best friends. 

26:15 thirty pieces of silver. Thirty pieces of silver 
was the price of a slave (Ex. 21:32). Zechariah prophe- 
sied this sum (Zech. 11:12—13). 

26:21 one of you will betray Me. This statement 
indicates the Lord’s omniscience. Repeatedly, Christ 
unveiled evidence of His deity to His disciples. 
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betray Me. 24The Son of Man indeed goes 
just "as it is written of Him, but swoe to that 
man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! 
tlt would have been good for that man if he 
had not been born.” 

25Then Judas, who was betraying Him, 
answered and said, “Rabbi, is it I?” 

He said to him, “You have said it.” 


Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper 

26uA nd as they were eating, \Jesus took 
bread, blessed* and broke it, and gave it to 
the disciples and said, “Take, eat; wthis is 
My body.” 

27Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, *“Drink from 
it, all of you. 28For Ythis is My blood Zof the 
new* covenant, which is shed “for many for 
the remission of sins. 25But °I say to you, I 
will not drink of this fruit of the vine from 
now on cuntil that day when I drink it new 
with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

30dAnd when they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives. 


Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

31Then Jesus said to them, “All of you 
will ‘be made to stumble because of Me this 
night, for it is written: 


8‘ will strike the Shepherd, 
And the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’”* 


32But after I have been raised, "I will go be- 
fore you to Galilee.” 

33Peter answered and said to Him, “Even 
if all are made to stumble because of You, I 
will never be made to stumble.” 

34Jesus said to him, ‘“Assuredly, I say 
to you that this night, before the rooster 
crows, you will deny Me three times.” 

35Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die 
with You, I will not deny You!” 

And so said all the disciples. 


The Prayer in the Garden 

36iThen Jesus came with them to a place 
called Gethsemane, and said to the dis- 
ciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over 
there.” 37And He took with Him Peter and 
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kthe two sons of Zebedee, and He began to 
be sorrowful and deeply distressed. 38Then 
He said to them, '“My soul is exceedingly 
sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and 
watch with Me.” 

39He went a little farther and fell on His 
face, and ™prayed, saying, "“O My Father, 
if it is possible, °let this cup pass from Me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 

40Then He came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping, and said to Peter, 
“What! Could you not watch with Me one 
hour? 414Watch and pray, lest you enter into 
temptation. "The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” 

42A gain, a second time, He went away 
and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this 
cup cannot pass away from Me unless* I 
drink it, Your will be done.” 4 And He came 
and found them asleep again, for their eyes 
were heavy. 

44So He left them, went away again, and 
prayed the third time, saying the same 
words. 45Then He came to His disciples 
and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 
and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is being sbetrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going. 
See, My betrayer is at hand.” 


Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane 

47And twhile He was still speaking, be- 
hold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great 
multitude with swords and clubs, came 
from the chief priests and elders of the 
people. 

48Now His betrayer had given them a 
sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the 
One; seize Him.” 49Immediately he went up 
to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” “and 
kissed Him. 

50But Jesus said to him, ’“Friend, why 
have you come?” 

Then they came and laid hands on Jesus 
and took Him. 5!And suddenly, wone of 
those who were with Jesus stretched out 


* 26:26 M-Text reads gave thanks for. 

* 26:28 NU-Text omits new. *26:31 Zechariah 
13:7 *26:42 NU-Text reads if this may not pass 
away unless. 


26:26-28 My body ... My blood. The Lord Jesus, 
at this last meal with His disciples before He went 
to the cross, instituted this ordinance for His church 
throughout this age. It is called “the Lord’s Supper” 
(1 Cor. 11:20). Using common everyday items, the 
bread and wine that could be found on any table, 
no matter how poor, He gave us a “remembrance” so 
that we would never forget that His broken body and 
shed blood bought salvation for us. 

26:28 My blood of the new covenant. This refers 
to the new covenant promised in the Old Testament 
(Jer. 31:31-34; 32:37-44; Ezek. 34:25-31; 37:26-28). 
26:36 Gethsemane. The name “Gethsemane” means 
“oil press.” This garden was east of Jerusalem on 
the Mount of Olives. In the place where olives were 
crushed and ground, the Anointed One was crushed. 


26:51 one of those. John 18:10 informs us that the 
impetuous swordsman was Peter. This action was 
performed with one of the two swords that the dis- 
ciples had (Luke 22:38). 
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his hand and drew his sword, struck the 
servant of the high priest, and cut off his 
ear. 

52But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword 
in its place, for all who take the sword will 
perish* by the sword. 530r do you think that 
Icannot now pray to My Father, and He will 
provide Me with ymore than twelve legions 
of angels? 54How then could the Scriptures 
be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” 

55In that hour Jesus said to the multi- 
tudes, “Have you come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? 
Isat daily with you, teaching in the temple, 
and you did not seize Me. 56But all this was 
done that the «Scriptures of the prophets 
might be fulfilled.” 

Then ball the disciples forsook Him and 
fled. 


Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin 

57c And those who had laid hold of Jesus 
led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders were as- 
sembled. 58But ¢Peter followed Him at a 
distance to the high priest’s courtyard. 
And he went in and sat with the servants 
to see the end. 

59Now the chief priests, the elders,* and 
all the council sought ¢false testimony 
against Jesus to put Him to death, 6 but 
found none. Even though /many false wit- 
nesses came forward, they found none.* 
But at last two false witnesses* came for- 
ward 6land said, “This fellow said, "I am 
able to destroy the temple of God and to 
build it in three days.’” 

62iAnd the high priest arose and said 
to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What 
is it these men testify against You?” 6&But 
iJesus kept silent. And the high priest an- 
swered and said to Him, ?“I put You under 
oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the 
Christ, the Son of God!” 

64Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. 
Nevertheless, I say to you, ‘hereafter you 


will see the Son of Man "sitting at the 
right hand of the Power, and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” 

65nThen the high priest tore his clothes, 
saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What 
further need do we have of witnesses? 
Look, now you have heard His °blasphemy! 
66What do you think?” 

They answered and said, »“He is deserv- 
ing of death.” 

67aThen they spat in His face and beat 
Him; and ‘others struck Him with the 
palms of their hands, ®8saying, s*Prophesy 
to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck 
You?” 


Peter Denies Jesus, and Weeps 


Bitterly 

69tNow Peter sat outside in the court- 
yard. And a servant girl came to him, say- 
ing, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.” 

70But he denied it before them all, say- 
ing, “I do not know what you are saying.” 

71And when he had gone out to the gate- 
way, another girl saw him and said to those 
who were there, “This fellow also was with 
Jesus of Nazareth.” 

7But again he denied with an oath, “I do 
not know the Man!” 

73And a little later those who stood by 
came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also 
are one of them, for your “speech betrays 
you.” 

74Then vhe began to curse and swear, 
saying, “I do not know the Man!” 

Immediately a rooster crowed. And Pe- 
ter remembered the word of Jesus who had 
said to him, ““Before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times.” So he went 
out and wept bitterly. 


* 26:52 M-Text reads die. *26:59 NU-Text omits 
the elders. *26:60 NU-Text puts a comma after 
but found none, does not capitalize Even, and 
omits they found none. ¢ NU-Text omits false 
witnesses. 


26:53 twelve legions of angels. A legion in the 
Roman army was about six thousand men. When one 
considers the power of one angel (Ex. 32:23; 2 Sam. 
24:15-17; 2 Kin. 19:35) the power of more than 72,000 
angels is beyond comprehension. Jesus had all of 
heaven's power at His disposal, yet He refused to use 
it. His Father's will was for Him to go to the cross. 

26:62 Do You answer nothing? In maintaining His 
silence, Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 53:7. 

26:64 Second Coming—Throughout His minis- 
try, Jesus had applied to Himself the Old Testament 
prophecies that were acknowledged as messianic by 
the Jewish teachers. Here, Jesus answers Caiaphas 
the high priest by combining two well-known mes- 
sianic prophecies from Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13. 
The first describes His enthronement and the other 
His second coming. The final word spoken by Christ to 
the Jews was about the certainty of His future return. 
About His first coming Jesus said, “For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world” 
(ohn 3:17). But the time will come when all the world 


will see Him enthroned at the right hand of God and 
given all power and majesty as the judge of the ages. 
26:74 Immediately a rooster crowed. Some have 
detected a contradiction between this passage and 
the account in Mark 14:72. Others believe that seeing 
a contradiction is a forced reading of the text. Mat- 
thew, Luke, and John make the simple statement 
that a rooster would crow (Luke 22:61; John 18:27), 
whereas Mark, which is believed to be based on 
Peter’s memories, would include more exact details. 
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Jesus Handed Over to Pontius 
Pilate 
2 When morning came, 4all the chief 
priests and elders of the people plot- 
ted against Jesus to put Him to death. 2And 
when they had bound Him, they led Him 
away and delivered Him to Pontius* Pilate 
the governor. 


Judas Hangs Himself 

3cThen Judas, His betrayer, seeing that 
He had been condemned, was remorse- 
ful and brought back the thirty 4pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, 4say- 
ing, “I have sinned by betraying innocent 
blood.” 

And they said, “What is that to us? You 
see to it!” 

5Then he threw down the pieces of silver 
in the temple and edeparted, and went and 
hanged himself. 

6But the chief priests took the silver 
pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put 
them into the treasury, because they are 
the price of blood.” 7And they consulted to- 
gether and bought with them the potter’s 
field, to bury strangers in. Therefore that 
field has been called ‘the Field of Blood to 
this day. 

9Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the val- 
ue of Him who was priced, whom they of 
the children of Israel priced, and "gave 
them for the potter’s field, as the LORD di- 
rected me.”* 


Jesus Faces Pilate 

Now Jesus stood before the governor. 
iAnd the governor asked Him, saying, “Are 
You the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” 
12And while He was being accused by the 
chief priests and elders, ?He answered 
nothing. 

1B3Then Pilate said to Him, '“Do You 
not hear how many things they testify 
against You?” But He answered him not 
one word, so that the governor marveled 
greatly. 


Taking the Place of Barabbas 
15mNow at the feast the governor was 

accustomed to releasing to the multitude 

one prisoner whom they wished. !6And 


Matthew 27:30 @ 1089 
at that time they had a notorious prisoner 
called Barabbas.* !7Therefore, when they 
had gathered together, Pilate said to them, 
“Whom do you want me to release to you? 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 
18For he knew that they had handed Him 
over because of "envy. 

19While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have 
nothing to do with that just Man, for I have 
suffered many things today in a dream be- 
cause of Him.” 

200But the chief priests and elders per- 
suaded the multitudes that they should ask 
for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 2!The gov- 
ernor answered and said to them, “Which 
of the two do you want me to release to 
you?” 

They said, >“Barabbas!” 

22Pilate said to them, “What then shall I 
do with Jesus who is called Christ?” 

They all said to him, “Let Him be cru- 
cified!” 

23Then the governor said, 7“Why, what 
evil has He done?” 

But they cried out all the more, saying, 
“Let Him be crucified!” 

24When Pilate saw that he could not pre- 
vail at all, but rather that a tumult was ris- 
ing, he "took water and washed his hands 
before the multitude, saying, “I am inno- 
cent of the blood of this just Person.* You 
see to it.” 

25And all the people answered and 
said, s“His blood be on us and on our chil- 
dren.” 

26Then he released Barabbas to them; 
and when the had scourged Jesus, he de- 
livered Him to be crucified. 


The Soldiers Mock Jesus 


27uThen the soldiers of the governor 
took Jesus into the Praetorium and gath- 
ered the whole garrison around Him. 
28And they vstripped Him and wput a 
scarlet robe on Him. 29xWhen they had 
twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on 
His head, and a reed in His right hand. 
And they bowed the knee before Him 
and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” 39Then Ythey spat on Him, and 
took the reed and struck Him on the head. 


* 27:2 NU-Text omits Pontius. *27:10 Jeremiah 
32:6-9 *27:16 NU-Text reads Jesus Barabbas. 
* 27:24 NU-Text omits just. 


27:2 Pilate. Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
Samaria, and Idumea from A.D. 26 to 36. Because the 
Jews did not have authority to execute Jesus, they 
brought Him to Pilate. 

27:25 His blood be on us and on our children. The 
sins of the fathers are visited on their children for 
those who hate God. But if anyone turns to Jesus and 
repents, He never fails to show His lovingkindness. 
27:27 the Praetorium. This was the official residence 
of the governor when he was in Jerusalem. 
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1090 & Matthew 27:31 

31And when they had mocked Him, they 
took the robe off Him, put His own clothes 
on Him, Zand led Him away to be crucified. 


The King on a Cross 

32aNow as they came out, they found a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they 
compelled to bear His cross. 33¢-And when 
they had come to a place called Golgotha, 
that is to say, Place of a Skull, 34¢they gave 
Him sour* wine mingled with gall to drink. 
But when He had tasted it, He would not 
drink. 

35eThen they crucified Him, and di- 
vided His garments, casting lots,* that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet: 


f“They divided My garments among them, 
And for My clothing they cast lots.”* 


36eSitting down, they kept watch over Him 
there. 37And they "put up over His head the 
accusation written against Him: 


THIS IS JESUS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 


38iThen two robbers were crucified with 
Him, one on the right and another on the 
left. 

39A nd ‘those who passed by blasphemed 
Him, wagging their heads 49and saying, 
k“You who destroy the temple and build it 
in three days, save Yourself! ‘If You are the 
Son of God, come down from the cross.” 

41|_ikewise the chief priests also, mock- 
ing with the scribes and elders,* said, 42“He 


msaved others; Himself He cannot save. If 
He is the King of Israel,* let Him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe 
Him.* 43"He trusted in God; let Him deliver 
Him now if He will have Him; for He said, 
‘Tam the Son of God.’” 

440Fven the robbers who were cruci- 
fied with Him reviled Him with the same 
thing. 


Jesus Dies on the Cross 

45»>Now from the sixth hour until the 
ninth hour there was darkness over all the 
land. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, 
lama sabachthani?” that is, "“My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?”* 

47Some of those who stood there, when 
they heard that, said, “This Man is calling 
for Elijah!” 48Immediately one of them ran 
and took a sponge, ‘filled it with sour wine 
and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him 
to drink. 

49The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us 
see if Elijah will come to save Him.” 

50And Jesus ‘cried out again with a loud 
voice, and “yielded up His spirit. 

51Then, behold, vthe veil of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom; and 
the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 


* 27:34 NU-Text omits sour. *27:35 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit the rest of this verse. ¢ Psalm 22:18 

* 27:41 M-Text reads with the scribes, the Phari- 
sees, and theelders. *27:42 NU-Text reads He is 
the King of Israel! ¢ NU-Text and M-Text read we 
will believe in Him. * 27:46 Psalm 22:1 


27:31 crucified. Crucifixion, a practice probably 
adopted from Persia, was considered by the Romans 
to be the cruelest form of execution. This punishment 
was reserved for the worst criminals. The offender 
usually died after two or three days of agonizing suf- 
fering, enduring not only incomprehensible pain, but 
also hunger, thirst, and exposure. The offender's arms 
were nailed to a beam that was hoisted up and fixed 
to a post, to which his feet were nailed. 

27:32 Simon by name. Simon probably was (or later 
became) a follower of Christ; it is unlikely that he 
would be referred to by name if he were a stranger to 
the Christian community (Mark 15:21). 

27:34 sour wine mingled with gall. \t is believed 
that this mixture was meant to dull the victim’s pain. 
The prophetic words of Psalm 69:21 were fulfilled 
here. 

27:35 casting lots. The soldiers fulfilled the pro- 
phetic words of Psalm 22:18. 

27:38 two robbers. This is the fulfillment of Isaiah 
53:12, “He was numbered with the transgressors.” 
Psalm 22:6 predicted the insults that would be 
directed at the Messiah. 

27:45 the sixth hour. This would have been noon. 
The first hour began at sunrise (approximately 6:00 
A.M.). darkness. The darkness could not have been 
due to a natural cause, such as an eclipse of the sun, 
since the Passover occurred during a full moon. This 
was a supernatural occurrence. 

27:46-50 Atonement—Because God cannot tol- 
erate sin, as Jesus took upon Himself the sin of the 


whole human race, God had to turn away. Jesus felt 
this separation, and many believe it was as much for 
the dread of this as for the physical pain that Jesus 
wept in the garden. Jesus’ cry to God is a quote from 
Psalm 22:1, a messianic verse that the Jews should 
have understood. 

27:50 cried out again with a loud voice. The cry 
referred to here by Matthew was, “It is finished” John 
19:30). This was not a cry of exhaustion, but a cry of 
victory. The purpose for which Jesus came into the 
world had been accomplished. Redemption from sin 
had been purchased for all mankind. 

27:51 the veil of the temple was torn in two from 
top to bottom. The temple had two veils or curtains, 
one in front of the holy place and the other separat- 
ing the holy place from the Most Holy Place. These 
curtains were heavy and very strong and thick. It was 
the second of these that was torn, demonstrating 
that through the death of Jesus, there was now open 
access to God. Jesus’ blood covered our sins from 
God's sight. 
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52and the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised; and coming out of the graves 
after His resurrection, they went into the 
holy city and appeared to many. 

54wSo when the centurion and those with 
him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and the things that had hap- 
pened, they feared greatly, saying, *“Truly 
this was the Son of God!” 

55And many women Ywho followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, 
were there looking on from afar, 567among 
whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James and Joses,* and the moth- 
er of Zebedee’s sons. 


Jesus Buried in Joseph's Tomb 

57Now “when evening had come, there 
came a rich man from Arimathea, named 
Joseph, who himself had also become a 
disciple of Jesus. 58This man went to Pi- 
late and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate commanded the body to be given to 
him. 59When Joseph had taken the body, 
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and 
blaid it in his new tomb which he had hewn 
out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone 
against the door of the tomb, and departed. 
61And Mary Magdalene was there, and the 
other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb. 


Pilate Sets a Guard 

62On the next day, which followed the 
Day of Preparation, the chief priests and 
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 
63saying, “Sir, we remember, while He was 
still alive, how that deceiver said, “‘After 
three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore com- 
mand that the tomb be made secure until 
the third day, lest His disciples come by 
night* and steal Him away, and say to the 
people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the 
last deception will be worse than the first.” 

65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; 
go your way, make it as secure as you 
know how.” 66So they went and made the 
tomb secure, “sealing the stone and setting 
the guard. 


He Is Risen 

2 Now @after the Sabbath, as the first 
day of the week began to dawn, Mary 

Magdalene “and the other Mary came to 

see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a 
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great earthquake; for ‘an angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door,* and 
sat on it. 34His countenance was like light- 
ning, and his clothing as white as snow. 
4And the guards shook for fear of him, and 
became like edead men. 

5But the angel answered and said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is 
not here; for He is risen, fas He said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay. 7And go 
quickly and tell His disciples that He is ris- 
en from the dead, and indeed £He is going 
before you into Galilee; there you will see 
Him. Behold, I have told you.” 

8So they went out quickly from the tomb 
with fear and great joy, and ran to bring 
His disciples word. 


The Women Worship the Risen Lord 

9And as they went to tell His disciples,* 
behold, "Jesus met them, saying, “Rejoice!” 
So they came and held Him by the feet and 
worshiped Him. !Then Jesus said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell ‘My brethren 
to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.” 


The Soldiers Are Bribed 

UNow while they were going, behold, 
some of the guard came into the city and 
reported to the chief priests all the things 
that had happened. !12When they had as- 
sembled with the elders and consulted to- 
gether, they gave a large sum of money to 
the soldiers, !8saying, “Tell them, ‘His dis- 
ciples came at night and stole Him away 
while we slept.’ 4And if this comes to the 
governor’s ears, we will appease him and 
make you secure.” !5So they took the mon- 
ey and did as they were instructed; and 
this saying is commonly reported among 
the Jews until this day. 


The Great Commission 

16Then the eleven disciples went away 
into Galilee, to the mountain jwhich Jesus 
had appointed for them. !17When they 
saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some 
kdoubted. 


* 27:56 NU-Text reads Joseph. * 27:64 NU-Text 
omits by night. *28:2 NU-Text omits from the 
door. *28:9 NU-Text omits the first clause of 
this verse. 


27:57 a rich man of Arimathea. Joseph’s actions ful- 
filled the prophecy of Isaiah, “they made His grave with 
the wicked—but with the rich at His death” (Is. 53:9). 
28:2 rolled back the stone. The tomb was not 
opened to allow Christ to come out; it was opened to 
allow others to go in and see for themselves that it 
was empty. 

28:6 He is risen, as He said. Jesus predicted His res- 
urrection to His disciples, even though they did not 
understand Him (12:40; 16:21; 17:9,23; 26:32). 

28:7 go quickly and tell. This is always the divine 


order: to tell others the good news that Jesus is alive 
v. 19). 
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18And Jesus came and spoke to them, 
saying, '“All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. !9™Go there- 
fore* and "make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20oteaching them to observe all things that 


Ihave commanded you; and lo, Iam Pwith 
you always, even to the end of the age.” 
Amen.* 


* 28:19 M-Text omits therefore. 
omits Amen. 


* 28:20 NU-Text 


28:19 Why Share Our Faith—There are at least six 
compelling reasons for sharing our faith in Christ with 
those who have not experienced new life in Christ: 

1. Because God has commanded us to do so (Acts 
1:8). 

2. Because it demonstrates our love for God. If we 
truly love Him we will keep His commandments 
(John 14:15). 

3. Because all are lost without Christ (Rom. 
3:10,23). 

4. Because this is God’s chosen method: He could 
use angels, but He only uses redeemed sinners 


to tell lost sinners about Christ (Rom. 10:14-17; 
1 Tim. 1:15). 
5. Because God desires to save all people (Acts 
4:12; 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9). 
6. Because faith grows best when each generation 
conscientiously strives to pass it on to the next. 
28:20 / am with you always. Jesus is the true Imman- 
uel, “God with us” (1:23; Heb. 13:5—6; Rev. 21:3). 


28:18! [Dan. 7:13, 14] 28:19 Mark 16:15 "Luke 24:47 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


MARK 


> AUTHOR: According to Acts 12:12, Mark's mother Mary had a large house that was 
used as a meeting place for believers in Jerusalem. Barnabas was Mark’s cousin (Col. 
4:10), but Peter may have been the person that led him to Christ (Peter called him 
“Mark my son” in 1 Pet. 5:13). It was this close association with Peter that lent apos- 
tolic authority to Mark’s Gospel, since Peter was evidently Mark's primary source of 
information. It has been suggested that Mark was referring to himself in his account 
of a “certain young man” in Gethsemane (14:51). Since all the disciples had aban- 
doned Jesus (14:50), this little incident may have been a firsthand account. 

> TIME: c. A.D. 29-33 > KEY VERSES: Mark 8:34-37 

> THEME: Mark is the shortest and simplest of the Gospels. He doesn’t seem to be 
telling the story in a way that appeals to a particular audience the way Matthew 
does. He also does not use the well-developed thematic structure that character- 
izes John. One of the most common terms in the book is one that is translated “im- 
mediately” or “at once.” He uses this frequently as he moves from one anecdote to 
another. Mark’s quickly paced Gospel is often confrontational, as he tells the story of 
the gospel as clearly as possible. He wants the reader to respond, and almost seems 


to be saying, “Here is the truth, believe it, and let’s get on with following Jesus.” 


John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
The “beginning of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, ?the Son of God. 2As it is written 

in the Prophets:* 


c“Behold, I send My messenger before 

Your face, 

Who will prepare Your way before 
You.”* 

3 “The? voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the 
LORD; 

Make His paths straight.’”* 


4eJohn came baptizing in the wilderness 
and preaching a baptism of repentance for 


the remission of sins. 5/Then all the land of 
Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out 
to him and were all baptized by him in the 
Jordan River, confessing their sins. 

6Now John was sclothed with camel’s 
hair and with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7And he preached, saying, "“There comes 
One after me who is mightier than I, whose 
sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down 
and loose. 8] indeed baptized you with wa- 
ter, but He will baptize you ‘with the Holy 
Spirit.” 


1:2 NU-Text reads Isaiah the prophet. ¢ Malachi 
1 *1:3 Isaiah 40:3 


1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Writing three decades after the resurrection of Christ, 
Mark starts his narrative with a simple declaration 
of the good news about God's Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The gospel refers to the basic story of the good 
news to be found in Christ's life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection. 

1:2-3 As it is written. Other than by quoting Jesus, 
Mark makes only one reference to the Old Testament. 
1:4 John came baptizing. The mention of John with- 
out any introduction presupposes some knowledge 
of the Christian faith on the part of Mark’s readers. 
the remission of sins. This phrase does not mean 
that one is baptized in order to receive forgiveness of 
sins. The Greek preposition translated “of” in English 
probably means “with a view to,” signifying that bap- 
tism looks to the forgiveness that God gives through 
the gift of repentance. 


1:5 were all baptized by him. John’s baptizing was a 
recurring popular event that attracted large crowds. 
Mark vividly portrays the continuous stream of fol- 
lowers who flocked to John. As each person was 
baptized by John, he or she would admit to his or her 
individual sin and need for the Messiah. 

1:7 And he preached, saying. The tense of these 
verbs indicates continuous action in past time. John’s 
characteristic message was to promote expectancy 
and acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1:8 | indeed baptized you with water. The water is a 
physical representation of the future life in the Spirit 
that people who followed the Messiah would have. 


1:2¢Mal. 3:1 1:3 41s. 
1:4¢Matt. 3:1 1:5/Matt.3:5 1:69 Matt. 3:4 
1:8! Acts 1:5; 11:16 JIs. 44:3 


1:1 7Luke 3:22 © Matt. 14:33 


40:3 
1:7" John 1:27 
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John Baptizes Jesus 

9kIt came to pass in those days that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
10.And immediately, coming up from* the 
water, He saw the heavens parting and the 
Spirit "descending upon Him like a dove. 
11Then a voice came from heaven, “You 
are My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” 


Satan Tempts Jesus 

120oI[mmediately the Spirit drove Him into 
the wilderness. And He was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, 
and was with the wild beasts; vand the an- 
gels ministered to Him. 


Jesus Begins His Galilean Ministry 

MaNow after John was put in prison, 
Jesus came to Galilee, "preaching the gos- 
pel of the kingdom* of God, and saying, 
s“The time is fulfilled, and ‘the kingdom of 
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 
gospel.” 


Four Fishermen Called as Disciples 

16uAnd as He walked by the Sea of Gal- 
ilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his broth- 
er casting a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen. !7Then Jesus said to them, “Fol- 
low Me, and I will make you become ‘fish- 
ers of men.” 18&~They immediately left their 
nets and followed Him. 

19When He had gone a little farther from 
there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, who also were in 
the boat mending their nets. 20And imme- 
diately He called them, and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants, and went after Him. 


Jesus Casts Out an Unclean Spirit 

21xThen they went into Capernaum, and 
immediately on the Sabbath He entered the 
ysynagogue and taught. 22zAnd they were 
astonished at His teaching, for He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 

23Now there was a man in their syna- 
gogue with an 2unclean spirit. And he cried 
out, 24saying, “Let us alone! >What have we 
to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You 
come to destroy us? I ‘know who You are— 
the ¢Holy One of God!” 

25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
quiet, and come out of him!” 26And when 
the unclean spirit fhad convulsed him and 
cried out with a loud voice, he came out 
of him. 27Then they were all amazed, so 
that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, “What is this? What new doctrine 
is this? For with authority* He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
Him.” 28And immediately His fame spread 
throughout all the region around Galilee. 


Peter’s Mother-in-Law Healed 

29hNow as soon as they had come out of 
the synagogue, they entered the house of 
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 
30But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick with a 
fever, and they told Him about her at once. 
31So He came and took her by the hand and 
lifted her up, and immediately the fever left 
her. And she served them. 


Many Healed After Sabbath Sunset 
32iAt evening, when the sun had set, 
they brought to Him all who were sick and 


* 1:10 NU-Text reads out of. *1:14 NU-Text omits 
of the kingdom. *1:27 NU-Text reads What is 
this? A new doctrine with authority. 


1:9 Jesus... was baptized by John. Because He had 
no sins to repent of, Jesus’ baptism was unique. It 
showed His identity with John’s work and with the 
sinner for whom He would die. It also foreshadowed 
His own death, burial, and resurrection for sinners. 
1:11 a voice came from heaven. Three times during 
Christ’s earthly ministry a voice came from heaven. 
Here it was the Father’s testimony to Christ's unique 
and divine Sonship. The other two confirming inci- 
dents were at the transfiguration (9:7) and on the day 
of Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem John 12:28). 
1:13 angels ministered to Him. Mark is the only Gos- 
pel that mentions these angels. 

1:15 kingdom of God. The kingdom was the subject 
of much Old Testament prophecy, and the theme 
was familiar to Jesus’ listeners. Repent, and believe. 
These are both acts of faith. When a person accepts 
the only true and worthy object of faith, that person 
readily turns from inferior substitutes. 

1:19 James... John. The scenes of verses 16-20 are 
very colorful. Simon and Andrew are fishing when we 
encounter them. James and John are mending their 
nets. Such details indicate the testimony of an eye- 
witness, probably Peter. 

1:21 Capernaum. This city is now in ruins, and sits 


beside the northern edge of the Sea of Galilee. It is 
mentioned 22 times in the Gospels. By contrast, only 
one recorded event during Christ’s ministry occurred 
at Nazareth (Luke 4:16). 

1:22 they were astonished at His teaching. Christ's 
teaching differed from that of scribes and Pharisees 
because He did not lean on the wisdom of other 
teachers and rabbis. His authority came from Him- 
self. 

1:28 His fame spread throughout all the region 
around Galilee. Mark notes the extent of recognition 
this great miracle brought Jesus. He also creates sus- 
pense by contrasting the people who received Christ 
with the Pharisees and rulers who worked to bring 
about His death. 


1:9 Matt. 3:13-17 1:10! Matt. 3:16 ™ Acts 


10:38 = 1:11 "Matt. 3:17; 12:18 1:12 ° Matt. 
41-11 1:13? Matt.4:10,11  1:149Matt. 4:12 “Matt. 
4:23. 1:155[Gal. 4:4] ‘Matt. 3:2;4:17  1:164 Luke 


5:2-11 1:17 Matt. 13:47, 48 
1:21 * Luke 4:31-37 Y Matt. 4:23 1:222 Matt. 7:28, 

29; 13:54 1:23 4[Matt. 12:43] 1:24 Matt. 8:28, 29 

© James 2:19 9Ps.16:10 1:25¢[Luke 4:39] 1:26 Mark 
9:20 1:289 Matt. 4:24;9:31 1:29 Luke 4:38, 39 
1:32/Matt. 8:16, 17 


1:18 “ [Luke 14:26] 


those who were demon-possessed. 33And 
the whole city was gathered together at 
the door. 34Then He healed many who 
were sick with various diseases, and icast 
out many demons; and He ‘did not allow 
the demons to speak, because they knew 
Him. 


Preaching in Galilee 

35Now ‘in the morning, having risen a 
long while before daylight, He went out 
and departed to a solitary place; and there 
He ™prayed. 36And Simon and those who 
were with Him searched for Him. 37When 
they found Him, they said to Him, "“Every- 
one °is looking for You.” 

38But He said to them, »“Let us go into 
the next towns, that I may preach there 
also, because ¢for this purpose I have come 
forth.” 

39rAnd He was preaching in their syna- 
gogues throughout all Galilee, and scast- 
ing out demons. 


Jesus Cleanses a Leper 

40tNow a leper came to Him, imploring 
Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to 
Him, “If You are willing, You can make me 
clean.” 

41Then Jesus, moved with “compas- 
sion, stretched out His hand and touched 
him, and said to him, “I am willing; be 
cleansed.” 42As soon as He had spoken, 
vimmediately the leprosy left him, and he 
was cleansed. 43And He strictly warned 
him and sent him away at once, 44and said 
to him, “See that you say nothing to any- 
one; but go your way, show yourself to the 
priest, and offer for your cleansing those 
things ~which Moses commanded, as a 
testimony to them.” 

45xHowever, he went out and began to 
proclaim it freely, and to spread the mat- 
ter, so that Jesus could no longer openly 
enter the city, but was outside in deserted 
places; Yand they came to Him from every 
direction. 
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Jesus Forgives and Heals a 


Paralytic 

And again “He entered Capernaum 

after some days, and it was heard that 
He was in the house. 2Immediately* many 
gathered together, so that there was no lon- 
ger room to receive them, not even near the 
door. And He preached the word to them. 
3Then they came to Him, bringing a »par- 
alytic who was carried by four men. 4And 
when they could not come near Him be- 
cause of the crowd, they uncovered the roof 
where He was. So when they had broken 
through, they let down the bed on which 
the paralytic was lying. 

5When Jesus saw their faith, He said to 
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven 
you.” 

6And some of the scribes were sitting 
there and reasoning in their hearts, 7“Why 
does this Man speak blasphemies like this? 
cWho can forgive sins but God alone?” 

8But immediately, when Jesus perceived 
in His spirit that they reasoned thus within 
themselves, He said to them, “Why do you 
reason about these things in your hearts? 
§8dWhich is easier, to say to the paralyt- 
ic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 
‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? But 
that you may know that the Son of Man has 
power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to 
the paralytic, “I say to you, arise, take up 
your bed, and go to your house.” !2Imme- 
diately he arose, took up the bed, and went 
out in the presence of them all, so that all 
were amazed and ¢glorified God, saying, 
“We never saw anything like this!” 


Matthew the Tax Collector 

13fThen He went out again by the sea; 
and all the multitude came to Him, and He 
taught them. 4sAs He passed by, He saw 
Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 
office. And He said to him, "“Follow Me.” 
So he arose and ‘followed Him. 


* 2:2 NU-Text omits Immediately. 


1:35 there He prayed. The verb tense indicates Jesus 
prayed continuously. Jesus’ prayer life was success- 
ful because it was planned, private, and prolonged. 
He got up early enough, got far enough away, and 
stayed at it long enough. 

1:44 say nothing to anyone. Jesus’ demand has sev- 
eral plausible explanations: (1) The report of Jesus’ 
healing the man may have prejudiced the priest who 
needed to pronounce him clean; (2) Jesus did not 
want to be known primarily as a miracle worker, so 
He often commanded those who received His healing 
to remain quiet; and (3) the man’s testimony would 
possibly have hastened the confrontation between 
Jesus and the religious leaders. 

2:5 saw their faith. Not only did the four men have 
faith, but the paralytic himself had it too. When Jesus 
announced to him, “your sins are forgiven you,” He 
was implicitly acknowledging the paralytic’s trust 
that He was the Messiah. 

2:6-7 some of the scribes. Mark notes the opposition 


of the scribes, who under their breath accused Jesus 
of blasphemy. In Christ’s day the scribes were com- 
monly called lawyers. 

2:11 arise, take up your bed, and go to your house. 
By healing the paralytic, Jesus made His pronounce- 
ment of forgiveness far more credible. 

2:13 He taught them. Jesus regularly taught the 
multitudes in retreat settings. This is indicated by the 
continuous tense of the verbs used here. They kept 
on coming and Jesus kept on teaching. 
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lsiNow it happened, as He was dining 
in Levi’s house, that many tax collec- 
tors and sinners also sat together with 
Jesus and His disciples; for there were 
many, and they followed Him. !6And when 
the scribes and* Pharisees saw Him eat- 
ing with the tax collectors and sinners, 
they said to His disciples, “How is it that 
He eats and drinks with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 

17When Jesus heard it, He said to them, 
k“Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance.”* 


Jesus Is Questioned About Fasting 

181The disciples of John and of the 
Pharisees were fasting. Then they came 
and said to Him, “Why do the disciples of 
John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your 
disciples do not fast?” 

19And Jesus said to them, “Can the 
friends of the bridegroom fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? As long as they 
have the bridegroom with them they can- 
not fast. 2°But the days will come when 
the bridegroom will be "taken away from 
them, and then they will fast in those 
days. 2INo one sews a piece of unshrunk 
cloth on an old garment; or else the new 
piece pulls away from the old, and the 
tear is made worse. 22And no one puts 
new wine into old wineskins; or else the 
new wine bursts the wineskins, the wine 
is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. 
But new wine must be put into new wine- 
skins.” 


Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 

23nNow it happened that He went 
through the grainfields on the Sabbath; 
and as they went His disciples began °to 
pluck the heads of grain. 24And the Phar- 
isees said to Him, “Look, why do they do 
what is Pnot lawful on the Sabbath?” 


25But He said to them, “Have you ney- 
er read what David did when he was in 
need and hungry, he and those with him: 
26how he went into the house of God in the 
days of Abiathar the high priest, and ate 
the showbread, which is not lawful to eat 
except for the priests, and also gave some 
to those who were with him?” 

27And He said to them, “The Sabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the 
sSabbath. 28Therefore ‘the Son of Man is 
also Lord of the Sabbath.” 


Healing on the Sabbath 

And ¢He entered the synagogue again, 

and a man was there who had a with- 
ered hand. 2So they "watched Him closely, 
whether He would cheal him on the Sab- 
bath, so that they might accuse Him. 3And 
He said to the man who had the withered 
hand, “Step forward.” 4Then He said to 
them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do 
good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But 
they kept silent. 5And when He had looked 
around at them with anger, being grieved 
by the ¢hardness of their hearts, He said 
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And 
he stretched it out, and his hand was re- 
stored as whole as the other.* 6eThen the 
Pharisees went out and immediately plot- 
ted with fthe Herodians against Him, how 
they might destroy Him. 


A Great Multitude Follows Jesus 
7But Jesus withdrew with His disciples 
to the sea. And a great multitude from Gal- 
ilee followed Him, sand from Judea 8and 
Jerusalem and Idumea and beyond the 
Jordan; and those from Tyre and Sidon, 
a great multitude, when they heard how 
hmany things He was doing, came to Him. 
9So He told His disciples that a small boat 


*2:16 NU-Text reads of the. *2:17 NU-Text omits 
to repentance. *3:5 NU-Text omits as whole as 
the other. 


2:18 fast. Jesus was not against fasting, if properly 
observed. He gave guidelines for fasting in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount (Matt. 6:16-18). Here, the Phari- 
sees’ fasting, perhaps twice each week (Luke 18:12), 
is contrasted with Jesus’ feasting probably at Levi's 
house. 

2:21-22 No one sews... no one puts. Mark records 
only four of Jesus’ parables—two of which he 
includes here. The comparison implies that the new- 
ness of His message, and of the new covenant to fol- 
low, cannot fit into the old molds of Judaism. The Old 
Testament was preparation for the New Testament 
(Gal. 3:19-25). 

2:24 what is not lawful on the Sabbath. The point 
to the Pharisees’ accusation against Jesus and His 
disciples was that they had performed work on the 
Sabbath, but their charge was dubious. The act of 
plucking grain should not be confused with Sabbath 
work condemned by the law (Ex. 31:15). This incident 
is further proof of rising opposition to Jesus’ ministry. 
3:5 when He had looked around at them with 


anger. It is possible, as Paul exhorts, to be angry and 
not sin (Eph. 4:26). Jesus demonstrated this righteous 
anger. He was grieved with sin but did not sin Himself 
by retaliating or losing control of His emotions. 

3:6 Herodians. The Pharisees were religious experts 
who should have led the people in righteousness. 
Instead they plotted Jesus’ death with the Herodians, 
their bitter enemies. They were willing to set aside 
differences to destroy a common foe. The Herodians 
were Jews who supported Rome and the Herods in 
particular. Herod Antipas, a son of Herod the Great, 
ruled Galilee during the same time that Pilate served 
as Roman governor over Judea and Samaria. 
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should be kept ready for Him because of 
the multitude, lest they should crush Him. 
10For He healed ‘many, so that as many as 
had afflictions pressed about Him to ‘touch 
Him. !kAnd the unclean spirits, whenever 
they saw Him, fell down before Him and 
cried out, saying, ““You are the Son of 
God.” !2But ™He sternly warned them that 
they should not make Him known. 


The Twelve Apostles 

13n And He went up on the mountain and 
called to Him those He Himself wanted. 
And they came to Him. 4Then He appoint- 
ed twelve,* that they might be with Him 
and that He might send them out to preach, 
land to have power to heal sicknesses and* 
to cast out demons: !6Simon,* to whom He 
gave the name Peter; !7James the son of 
Zebedee and John the brother of James, to 
whom He gave the name Boanerges, that 
is, “Sons of Thunder”; !8Andrew, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James 
the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the 
Cananite; 19and Judas Iscariot, who also 
betrayed Him. And they went into a house. 


A House Divided Cannot Stand 

20Then the multitude came together 
again, ?so that they could not so much as eat 
bread. 21But when His ¢own people heard 
about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, 
rfor they said, “He is out of His mind.” 

22 And the scribes who came down from 
Jerusalem said, s“He has Beelzebub,” and, 
“By the truler of the demons He casts out 
demons.” 

23uSo He called them to Himself and 
said to them in parables: “How can Satan 
cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 
25And if a house is divided against itself, 
that house cannot stand. 26And if Satan 
has risen up against himself, and is divid- 
ed, he cannot stand, but has an end. 27”No 
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one can enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds 
the strong man. And then he will plunder 
his house. 


The Unpardonable Sin 

28w“A ssuredly, I say to you, all sins will 
be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever 
blasphemies they may utter; 29but he who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never 
has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal 
condemnation’— 29pecause they *said, “He 
has an unclean spirit.” 


Jesus’ Mother and Brothers Send 
for Him 

3lvyThen His brothers and His mother 
came, and standing outside they sent to 
Him, calling Him. 32And a multitude was 
sitting around Him; and they said to Him, 
“Look, Your mother and Your brothers* 
are outside seeking You.” 

33But He answered them, saying, “Who 
is My mother, or My brothers?” 34And He 
looked around in a circle at those who sat 
about Him, and said, “Here are My mother 
and My brothers! 35For whoever does the 
zwill of God is My brother and My sister 
and mother.” 


The Parable of the Sower 

And “again He began to teach by the 

sea. And a great multitude was gath- 
ered to Him, so that He got into a boat and 
sat init on the sea; and the whole multitude 
was on the land facing the sea. 2Then He 
taught them many things by parables, "and 
said to them in His teaching: 


* 3:14 NU-Text adds whom He also named apos- 
tles. *3:15 NU-Text omits to heal sicknesses 
and. *3:16 NU-Text reads and He appointed the 
twelve: Simon.... *3:32 NU-Text and M-Text add 
and Your sisters. 


3:11-12 He sternly warned them that they should 
not make Him known. Jesus rebuked the demons 
who proclaimed, “You are the Son of God.” This 
was not because the demons incorrectly identified 
Jesus, but because their testimony was untrust- 
worthy. 

3:16-19 gave the name Peter. Jesus gave Peter 
a new name because it was the Jewish custom 
to rename someone who had experienced a life- 
changing event. This renaming of the disciples has 
similarities to the renaming of Abram (Gen. 17:3-5) 
and of Saul (Acts 9). 

3:27 strong man. Whoever defeats Satan must be 
stronger than he. Jesus implies that He Himself has 
come to enter the house of the strong man, Satan, to 
seize his goods (1 John 3:8). 

3:28-30 he who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit. This person places himself or herself outside 
the redeeming grace of God. It is apparently not a sin- 
gle act of defiant behavior, but a continued state of 
opposition entered into willingly. The tense of “they 
said” indicates a continued action, not a one-time 
event. The words and works of Christ were spoken 


and performed by the power of the Holy Spirit. To 
attribute them to Satan is to call the work of heaven 
a work of hell. For such perverse belief there is no 
remedy. How someone can commit this sin today is a 
difficult question to answer, but those who persist in 
denigrating Christ by insulting His work or by attrib- 
uting it to Satan may drive themselves past a point of 
no return (Matt. 12:31—32). 

3:31 His brothers and His mother. Opposition 
arose from Jesus’ own immediate family. We are not 
told precisely what they wanted to say, but it likely 
involved a concern for Jesus’ safety or reputation, 
since He was becoming widely known as a preaching 
prophet and a worker of miracles. 
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3“Listen! Behold, a sower went out to 
sow. 4And it happened, as he sowed, that 
some seed fell by the wayside; and the 
birds of the air* came and devoured it. 
5Some fell on stony ground, where it did 
not have much earth; and immediately 
it sprang up because it had no depth of 
earth. 6But when the sun was up it was 
scorched, and because it had no root 
it withered away. 7And some seed fell 
among thorns; and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8But 
other seed fell on good ground and yielded 
a crop that sprang up, increased and pro- 
duced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and 
some a hundred.” 

9And He said to them,* “He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear!” 


The Purpose of Parables 

10cBut when He was alone, those around 
Him with the twelve asked Him about the 
parable. 'And He said to them, “To you 
it has been given to ¢know the mystery 
of the kingdom of God; but to ethose who 
are outside, all things come in parables, 
12s0 that 


f ‘Seeing they may see and not perceive, 
And hearing they may hear and not 
understand; 
Lest they should turn, 
And their sins be forgiven them.’”* 


The Parable of the Sower Explained 

BAnd He said to them, “Do you not 
understand this parable? How then will you 
understand all the parables? 4sThe sower 
sows the word. 15And these are the ones by 
the wayside where the word is sown. When 
they hear, Satan comes immediately and 
takes away the word that was sown in their 
hearts. !6These likewise are the ones sown 
on stony ground who, when they hear the 
word, immediately receive it with gladness; 


Wand they have no root in themselves, 
and so endure only for a time. Afterward, 
when tribulation or persecution arises for 
the word’s sake, immediately they stum- 
ble. 18Now these are the ones sown among 
thorns; they are the ones who hear the 
word, !9and the "cares of this world, ‘the de- 
ceitfulness of riches, and the desires for oth- 
er things entering in choke the word, and it 
becomes unfruitful. 2®But these are the ones 
sown on good ground, those who hear the 
word, accept it, and bear ‘fruit: some thirty- 
fold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 


Light Under a Basket 

21kAlso He said to them, “Is a lamp 
brought to be put under a basket or under 
a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand? 
22I1For there is nothing hidden which will 
not be revealed, nor has anything been 
kept secret but that it should come to light. 
23m]f anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

24Then He said to them, “Take heed what 
you hear. "With the same measure you use, 
it will be measured to you; and to you who 
hear, more will be given. 25°-For whoever 
has, to him more will be given; but whoev- 
er does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away from him.” 


The Parable of the Growing Seed 

26And He said, >“The kingdom of God 
is as if a man should scatter seed on the 
ground, 27and should sleep by night and 
rise by day, and the seed should sprout 
and “grow, he himself does not know how. 
28For the earth yields crops by itself: first 
the blade, then the head, after that the full 
grain in the head. 29But when the grain 
ripens, immediately she puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 


*4:4 NU-Text and M-Text omit of the 
air. *4:9 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them. 
* 4:12 Isaiah 6:9, 10 


4:3-8 a sower went out to sow. The point of the 
parable is that the condition of the soil determines 
the potential for growth. The principle is true for 
Christians and non-Christians alike. Those who have 
become complacent and lackadaisical are not likely 
to receive the Word with benefit (James 1:2—25). 
4:11 To you it has been given to know the mystery. 
In Scripture, a mystery is a truth God has revealed or 
will reveal at the proper time (Rom. 16:25-26). Jesus 
apparently used parables for several reasons. First, 
they are interesting and grab the listener's atten- 
tion. Second, such stories are easily remembered. 
Third, they reveal truth to those who are ready spir- 
itually to receive it. Fourth, they conceal truth from 
those who oppose Christ’s message. Frequently 
Jesus’ opponents failed to understand the lessons 
because of their own spiritual blindness (Matt. 
21:45-46). 

4:20 hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit. Only 
one soil produces fruit. Such a person recognizes 
God's call, determines to follow it, and experiences a 
profound transformation. 


4:21-23 a lamp. These were small clay vessels that 
burned a wick set in olive oil. Like the lamp, Jesus’ 
teachings reveal the motives of the human heart. 
4:26-29 The kingdom of God is as if. Plants develop 
in a complex, intricate process that humans still do 
not fully understand even two thousand years after 
Jesus spoke these words. Yet plants grow and bear 
fruit and seeds just the same. God’s kingdom likewise 
is growing, although we do not understand all that 
is happening. This parable, which appears only in 
Mark's Gospel, presents God's kingdom in brief, from 
first sowing to final reaping. 
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The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

30Then He said, ““To what shall we liken 
the kingdom of God? Or with what parable 
shall we picture it? 3!Jt is like a mustard 
seed which, when it is sown on the ground, 
is smaller than all the seeds on earth; 32but 
when it is sown, it grows up and becomes 
greater than all herbs, and shoots out large 
branches, so that the birds of the air may 
nest under its shade.” 


Jesus’ Use of Parables 

33uAnd with many such parables He 
spoke the word to them as they were able to 
hear it. 34But without a parable He did not 
speak to them. And when they were alone, 
vHe explained all things to His disciples. 


Wind and Wave Obey Jesus 


35wOn the same day, when evening had 
come, He said to them, “Let us cross over 
to the other side.” 386Now when they had left 
the multitude, they took Him along in the 
boat as He was. And other little boats were 
also with Him. 37And a great windstorm 
arose, and the waves beat into the boat, 
so that it was already filling. 383But He was 
in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they 
awoke Him and said to Him, *“Teacher, ydo 
You not care that we are perishing?” 

39Then He arose and Zrebuked the wind, 
and said to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And 
the wind ceased and there was a great 
calm. 49But He said to them, “Why are 
you so fearful? >How is it that you have 
no faith?”* 41And they feared exceedingly, 
and said to one another, “Who can this be, 
that even the wind and the sea obey Him!” 


A Demon-Possessed Man Healed 
Then «they came to the other side of the 
sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.* 

2And when He had come out of the boat, 

immediately there met Him out of the 
tombs a man with an >unclean spirit, 3who 
had his dwelling among the tombs; and no 
one could bind him,* not even with chains, 
4because he had often been bound with 
shackles and chains. And the chains had 
been pulled apart by him, and the shack- 
les broken in pieces; neither could anyone 
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tame him. 5And always, night and day, he 
was in the mountains and in the tombs, 
crying out and cutting himself with stones. 

6When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran 
and worshiped Him. 7And he cried out 
with a loud voice and said, “What have I to 
do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I cimplore You by God that You do not 
torment me.” 

8For He said to him, ¢“Come out of the 
man, unclean spirit!” 9Then He asked him, 
“What is your name?” 

And he answered, saying, “My name is 
Legion; for we are many.” !9Also he begged 
Him earnestly that He would not send them 
out of the country. 

UNow a large herd of ¢swine was feed- 
ing there near the mountains. !2So all the 
demons begged Him, saying, “Send us to 
the swine, that we may enter them.” BAnd 
at once Jesus* gave them permission. Then 
the unclean spirits went out and entered 
the swine (there were about two thousand); 
and the herd ran violently down the steep 
place into the sea, and drowned in the sea. 

14So those who fed the swine fled, and 
they told it in the city and in the country. 
And they went out to see what it was that 
had happened. Then they came to Jesus, 
and saw the one who had been fdemon- 
possessed and had the legion, sitting and 
hclothed and in his right mind. And they 
were afraid. 16And those who saw it told 
them how it happened to him who had been 
demon-possessed, and about the swine. 
17Then ‘they began to plead with Him to 
depart from their region. 

18And when He got into the boat, ‘he 
who had been demon-possessed begged 
Him that he might be with Him. !%How- 
ever, Jesus did not permit him, but said 
to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell 
them what great things the Lord has done 
for you, and how He has had compassion 
on you.” 20And he departed and began to 
kproclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had 
done for him; and all ‘marveled. 


* 4:40 NU-Text reads Have you still no faith? 
*5:1 NU-Text reads Gerasenes. *5:3 NU-Text 
adds anymore. *5:13 NU-Text reads And He 
gave. 


4:35 cross over to the other side. The Sea of Galilee 
is about eight miles wide and twelve miles long. Its 
unique geography produces a greatly varying climate. 
It is 700 feet below sea level with mountains that rise 
3,000-4,000 feet around it. It is not unusual for sud- 
den windstorms to appear during the evening hours. 
The warm tropical air from the lake's surface rises and 
meets the colder air from the nearby hills. The result- 
ing turbulences and winds can be treacherous. 

4:41 Who can this be. Mark uses the disciples’ ques- 
tion to evoke a similar response in the minds of his 
readers. Mark relates the works and words of the one 
he calls “Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1). 

5:1 the country of the Gadarenes. This area is on the 
eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee. The form of the 
name varies (Matt. 8:28; Luke 8:26,37). 


5:17-20 they began to plead with Him to depart 
from their region. Jesus was not well received in this 
region. His presence had cost financial loss to some, 
although it meant liberation to the demoniac. Jesus 
could have healed and saved in that region, but He 
was turned away by its fearful citizens. Decapolis. 
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A Girl Restored to Life and a 


Woman Healed 

21mNow when Jesus had crossed over 
again by boat to the other side, a great 
multitude gathered to Him; and He was 
by the sea. 22"And behold, one of the 
rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by 
name. And when he saw Him, he fell at 
His feet 23and begged Him earnestly, say- 
ing, “My little daughter lies at the point of 
death. Come and °lay Your hands on her, 
that she may be healed, and she will live.” 
24So Jesus went with him, and a great 
multitude followed Him and thronged 
Him. 

25Now a certain woman Phad a flow of 
blood for twelve years, 26and had suffered 
many things from many physicians. She 
had spent all that she had and was no bet- 
ter, but rather grew worse. 27When she 
heard about Jesus, she came behind Himin 
the crowd and “touched His garment. 28For 
she said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I 
shall be made well.” 

29Immediately the fountain of her blood 
was dried up, and she felt in her body that 
she was healed of the affliction. 3®And 
Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself 
that "power had gone out of Him, turned 
around in the crowd and said, “Who 
touched My clothes?” 

31But His disciples said to Him, “You see 
the multitude thronging You, and You say, 
‘Who touched Me?’ ” 

32nd He looked around to see her who 
had done this thing. 33But the woman, 
sfearing and trembling, knowing what had 
happened to her, came and fell down before 
Him and told Him the whole truth. 34And 
He said to her, “Daughter, ‘your faith has 
made you well. “Go in peace, and be healed 
of your affliction.” 

35vWhile He was still speaking, some 
came from the ruler of the synagogue’s 


house who said, “Your daughter is dead. 
Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 
36As soon as Jesus heard the word that 
was spoken, He said to the ruler of the syn- 
agogue, “Do not be afraid; only wbelieve.” 
37And He permitted no one to follow Him 
except Peter, James, and John the brother 
of James. 38Then He came to the house of 
the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tu- 
mult and those who «wept and wailed loud- 
ly. 393When He came in, He said to them, 
“Why make this commotion and weep? 
The child is not dead, but sleeping.” 
40And they ridiculed Him. zBut when He 
had put them all outside, He took the fa- 
ther and the mother of the child, and those 
who were with Him, and entered where 
the child was lying. 41Then He took the 
child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, 
cumi,” which is translated, “Little girl, Isay 
to you, arise.” 42Immediately the girl arose 
and walked, for she was twelve years of 
age. And they were “overcome with great 
amazement. #But >He commanded them 
strictly that no one should know it, and said 
that something should be given her to eat. 


Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

Then ¢He went out from there and came 

to His own country, and His disciples 
followed Him. 2And when the Sabbath had 
come, He began to teach in the synagogue. 
And many hearing Him were astonished, 
saying, ‘Where did this Man get these 
things? And what wisdom is this which is 
given to Him, that such mighty works are 
performed by His hands! 3Is this not the 
carpenter, the Son of Mary, and “brother of 
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are 
not His sisters here with us?” So they ewere 
offended at Him. 

4But Jesus said to them, /“A prophet is 
not without honor except in his own coun- 
try, among his own relatives, and in his 


This literally means “ten cities.” This largely Gentile, 
Greek-speaking area was an important strategic link 
in Rome's military defense. 

5:22 one of the rulers of the synagogue. Jairus was 
a lay leader charged with supervising services at the 
synagogue. 

5:26 suffered many things from many physicians. 
Mark is not complimentary toward the physicians 
who had treated this woman. 

5:29-30 Immediately. This word is used twice in this 
context. Both the woman and Jesus simultaneously 
knew what had happened. Who touched My clothes? 
Jesus turned when He was touched and confronted 
the woman before she disappeared. He wanted to cor- 
rect any mistaken notion she may have had about her 
healing. It was not any magical quality of His clothing 
but His divine will that had made her well. 

5:33 told Him the whole truth. Jesus’ kind man- 
ner and tender words must have eased the fear this 
woman had of being revealed. Naturally, the time 
that Jesus took to care for the woman must have wor- 
tied the already tense disciples. 

5:34 Daughter. Jesus used this tender word to 


address this woman, and He noted that her faith 
made the difference, for it was correctly placed in 
Him. Faith itself does not heal—it is the proper object 
of that faith, Jesus, who heals. 

5:43 He commanded them strictly. The command 
to keep the miracle a secret was a temporary mea- 
sure, for certainly the girl's appearance could not be 
hidden very long. Such orders would, however, allow 
Jesus to exit quietly. Jesus did not want to be known 
primarily as a miracle worker, lest people seek Him for 
the wrong reasons. 

6:4 A prophet is not without honor except in his 
own country. This maxim is still repeated and is still 
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own house.” 5sNow He could do no mighty 
work there, except that He laid His hands 
on a few sick people and healed them. 
6And "He marveled because of their unbe- 
lief. ‘Then He went about the villages in a 
circuit, teaching. 


Sending Out the Twelve 

7iAnd He called the twelve to Himself, 
and began to send them out &two by two, 
and gave them power over unclean spir- 
its. 8He commanded them to take nothing 
for the journey except a staff—no bag, no 
bread, no copper in their money belts— 
Sbut 'to wear sandals, and not to put on 
two tunics. 

10mAlso He said to them, “In whatever 
place you enter a house, stay there till you 
depart from that place. ¥-And whoever* 
will not receive you nor hear you, when you 
depart from there, °shake off the dust un- 
der your feet as a testimony against them.* 
Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tol- 
erable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of judgment than for that city!” 

12So0 they went out and preached that 
people should repent. !3And they cast 
out many demons, Pand anointed with oil 
many who were sick, and healed them. 


John the Baptist Beheaded 

l4a4Now King Herod heard of Him, for 
His name had become well known. And 
he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the 
dead, and therefore ‘these powers are at 
work in him.” 

15sOthers said, “It is Elijah.” 

And others said, “It is the Prophet, tor* 
like one of the prophets.” 

16uBut when Herod heard, he said, “This 
is John, whom I beheaded; he has been 
raised from the dead!” !17For Herod himself 
had sent and laid hold of John, and bound 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife; for he had married 
her. 18Because John had said to Herod, v“It 
is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.” 

19Therefore Herodias held it against him 
and wanted to kill him, but she could not; 
20for Herod “feared John, knowing that he 
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was a just and holy man, and he protected 
him. And when he heard him, he did many 
things, and heard him gladly. 

21IxThen an opportune day came when 
Herod Yon his birthday gave a feast for his 
nobles, the high officers, and the chief men 
of Galilee. 22And when Herodias’ daughter 
herself came in and danced, and pleased 
Herod and those who sat with him, the 
king said to the girl, “Ask me whatever you 
want, and I will give it to you.” 23He also 
swore to her, 2“Whatever you ask me, I will 
give you, up to half my kingdom.” 

24So she went out and said to her mother, 
“What shall I ask?” 

And she said, “The head of John the 
Baptist!” 

25Immediately she came in with haste to 
the king and asked, saying, “I want you to 
give me at once the head of John the Bap- 
tist on a platter.” 

26aA nd the king was exceedingly sorry; 
yet, because of the oaths and because of 
those who sat with him, he did not want to 
refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent an 
executioner and commanded his head to be 
brought. And he went and beheaded him in 
prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and 
gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her 
mother. 29When his disciples heard of it, 
they came and "took away his corpse and 
laid it in a tomb. 


Feeding the Five Thousand 

30cThen the apostles gathered to Jesus 
and told Him all things, both what they had 
done and what they had taught. 314And He 
said to them, “Come aside by yourselves 
to a deserted place and rest a while.” For 
ethere were many coming and going, and 
they did not even have time to eat. 32/So 
they departed to a deserted place in the 
boat by themselves. 

33But the multitudes* saw them depart- 
ing, and many ¢knew Him and ran there 
on foot from all the cities. They arrived 
before them and came together to Him. 


*6:11 NU-Text reads whatever place. ¢ NU-Text 
omits the rest of this verse. *6:15 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit or. *6:33 NU-Text and M-Text read 
they. 


true today. Perhaps others were jealous of Jesus’ pop- 
ularity and huge following. Their envy even took the 
form of violence against Christ (Luke 4:29). 

6:14 King Herod. This is Herod Antipas, one of the 
sons of Herod the Great, the king who tried to kill 
the baby Jesus (Matt. 2:1-18). After Herod the Great's 
death in 4 B.c. his kingdom was divided between 
Archelaus, who received Judea and Samaria; Philip, 
who ruled Iturea and Trachonitis, north and east 
of Galilee; and Antipas, who controlled Galilee and 
Perea from 4 B.C. to A.D. 39. Jesus ministered largely in 
the territory ruled by Antipas. 

6:18 not lawful. John’s message to Herod was that 
his divorce was not lawful as grounds for remarriage. 
John’s declaration could be based on Jesus’ stern 


words about divorce (10:11—12) or on Leviticus 20:21, 
which prohibits a man from taking his brother's wife. 
6:23 up to half my kingdom. This is an expression 
meaning a large amount but with some limits. 
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34hAnd Jesus, when He came out, saw a 
great multitude and was moved with com- 
passion for them, because they were like 
isheep not having a shepherd. So /He be- 
gan to teach them many things. 35k When 
the day was now far spent, His disciples 
came to Him and said, “This is a deserted 
place, and already the hour is late. 36Send 
them away, that they may go into the sur- 
rounding country and villages and buy 
themselves bread;* for they have nothing 
to eat.” 

37But He answered and said to them, 
“You give them something to eat.” 

And they said to Him, '“Shall we go and 
buy two hundred denarii worth of bread 
and give them something to eat?” 

38But He said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have? Go and see.” 

And when they found out they said, 
m“Five, and two fish.” 

39Then He "commanded them to make 
them all sit down in groups on the green 
grass. 49So they sat down in ranks, in hun- 
dreds and in fifties. 41And when He had 
taken the five loaves and the two fish, He 
olooked up to heaven, blessed and broke 
the loaves, and gave them to His disciples 
to set before them; and the two fish He 
divided among them all. 42So they all ate 
and were filled. 43And they took up twelve 
baskets full of fragments and of the fish. 
44Now those who had eaten the loaves were 
about* five thousand men. 


Jesus Walks on the Sea 
45aImmediately He made His disciples 
get into the boat and go before Him to the 
other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the 
multitude away. 46And when He had sent 
them away, He "departed to the moun- 
tain to pray. 47Now when evening came, 
the boat was in the middle of the sea; and 
He was alone on the land. 48Then He saw 
them straining at rowing, for the wind was 
against them. Now about the fourth watch 
of the night He came to them, walking 
on the sea, and swould have passed them 


by. 42And when they saw Him walking 
on the sea, they supposed it was a ‘ghost, 
and cried out; 5°for they all saw Him and 
were troubled. But immediately He talked 
with them and said to them, ““Be of good 
cheer! It is I; do not be vafraid.” 5!1Then 
He went up into the boat to them, and 
the wind wceased. And they were greatly 
xamazed in themselves beyond measure, 
and marveled. 52For Ythey had not under- 
stood about the loaves, because their 
Zheart was hardened. 


Many Touch Him and Are Made 
Well 

53aWhen they had crossed over, they 
came to the land of Gennesaret and an- 
chored there. 54And when they came out 
of the boat, immediately the people recog- 
nized Him, 55ran through that whole sur- 
rounding region, and began to carry about 
on beds those who were sick to wherever 
they heard He was. 56Wherever He en- 
tered, into villages, cities, or the country, 
they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and 
begged Him that they might just touch 
the chem of His garment. And as many as 
touched Him were made well. 


Defilement Comes from Within 
Then “the Pharisees and some of the 
scribes came together to Him, having 

come from Jerusalem. 2Now when* they 

saw some of His disciples eat bread with 
defiled, that is, with >unwashed hands, 
they found fault. 3For the Pharisees and 
all the Jews do not eat unless they wash 
their hands in a special way, holding the 
ctradition of the elders. 4When they come 
from the marketplace, they do not eat un- 
less they wash. And there are many other 
things which they have received and hold, 


*6:36 NU-Text reads something to eat and omits 
the rest of this verse. *6:44 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit about. *7:2 NU-Text omits when and they 
found fault. 


6:34 moved with compassion. The Gospels record 
several times that when Jesus saw a need He 
responded compassionately (1:41). That compassion 
led to action, despite an obvious lack of food in this 
instance. 

6:36-37 Send them away. The disciples sought to 
avoid responsibility for the hungry multitude. 
6:39-40 in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties. 
Details such as sitting on the green grass, which is 
possible only in late winter and early spring, and the 
fact that the groups were counted are indications 
that an eyewitness, probably Peter, recounted this 
story to Mark. 

6:43 twelve baskets full of fragments. These were 
small baskets commonly carried by travelers. It is pos- 
sible to conclude that the leftovers gave each disciple 
enough food for his own use. 

6:51 He went up into the boat to them. Three mir- 
acles are contained in this brief account (vv. 47-51): 


(1) In the darkness Jesus saw the disciples out in the 
storm miles away, (2) Jesus walked on the water, and 
(3) Jesus showed complete control over His creation 
when the wind ceased. 

6:56 Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or 
the country. Mark summarizes Jesus’ healing minis- 
try, noting how widespread it was. 

7:3-4 For the Pharisees. These two verses explain 
the tradition of handwashing and various kinds of 


6:34" Matt. 9:36; 14:14 ‘Num. 27:17 /Luke 9:11 
6:354Matt.14:15 6:37/2 Kin. 4:43 6:38’ John 
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7:19 Matt. 15:1-20  7:2Matt.15:20 7:3 ¢Gal. 1:14 


like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper 
vessels, and couches. 

5dThen the Pharisees and scribes asked 
Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk ac- 
cording to the tradition of the elders, but 
eat bread with unwashed hands?” 

6He answered and said to them, “Well 
did Isaiah prophesy of you ehypocrites, as 
it is written: 


f*This people honors Me with their lips, 
But their heart is far from Me. 
7 And in vain they worship Me, 
Teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.”* 


8For laying aside the commandment of 
God, you hold the tradition of men* —the 
washing of pitchers and cups, and many 
other such things you do.” 

9He said to them, “All too well “you re- 
ject the commandment of God, that you 
may keep your tradition. !9For Moses said, 
h‘Honor your father and your mother’* 
and, '‘He who curses father or mother, let 
him be put to death.’”* But you say, ‘If a 
man says to his father or mother, “Whatev- 
er profit you might have received from me 
is Corban’—’ (that is, a gift to God), !2then 
you no longer let him do anything for his 
father or his mother, 8making the word 
of God of no effect through your tradition 
which you have handed down. And many 
such things you do.” 

14kWhen He had called all the multi- 
tude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear 
Me, everyone, and ‘understand: There 
is nothing that enters a man from outside 
which can defile him; but the things which 
come out of him, those are the things that 
mdefile a man. 16"]f anyone has ears to 
hear, let him hear!”* 

17oWhen He had entered a house away 
from the crowd, His disciples asked Him 
concerning the parable. 18So He said to 
them, °“Are you thus without understand- 
ing also? Do you not perceive that what- 
ever enters a man from outside cannot 
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defile him, because it does not enter his 
heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, 
thus purifying all foods?”* 20And He said, 
a“What comes out of a man, that defiles a 
man. 2!'For from within, out of the heart 
of men, sproceed evil thoughts, tadul- 
teries, “fornications, murders, 22thefts, 
vcovetousness, wickedness, wdeceit, 
xlewdness, an evil eye, yblasphemy, 2pride, 
foolishness. 23All these evil things come 
from within and defile a man.” 


A Gentile Shows Her Faith 

24aFrom there He arose and went to the 
region of Tyre and Sidon.* And He entered 
a house and wanted no one to know it, but 
He could not be “hidden. 25For a woman 
whose young daughter had an unclean 
spirit heard about Him, and she came and 
cfell at His feet. 26The woman was a Greek, 
a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept 
asking Him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27But Jesus said to her, “Let the 
children be filled first, for it is not good to 
take the children’s bread and throw it to 
the little dogs.” 

28And she answered and said to Him, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under 
the table eat from the children’s crumbs.” 

29Then He said to her, “For this saying go 
your way; the demon has gone out of your 
daughter.” 

30And when she had come to her house, 
she found the demon gone out, and her 
daughter lying on the bed. 


Jesus Heals a Deaf-Mute 

3ldAgain, departing from the region 
of Tyre and Sidon, He came through the 
midst of the region of Decapolis to the Sea 


*7:7 Isaiah 29:13 *7:8 NU-Text omits the rest 
of this verse. *7:10 Exodus 20:12; Deuteron- 
omy 5:16 * Exodus 21:17 *7:16 NU-Text omits 
this verse. *7:19 NU-Text ends quotation with 
eliminated, setting off the final clause as Mark’s 
comment that Jesus has declared all foods clean. 
* 7:24 NU-Text omits and Sidon. 


ceremonial uncleanness. Mark’s intended readers in 
Rome likely needed more background on the Jewish 
faith to understand this controversy. 

7:5 the tradition of the elders. This phrase refers to 
a series of rules meant to bolster the ceremonial law 
of the Jews. Its authority was not supported by Scrip- 
ture. The question indirectly challenged Jesus, for as 
the disciples’ teacher He was judged responsible for 
their actions. 

7:6-7 hypocrites. The term originally referred to 
actors who wore masks on stage as they played dif- 
ferent characters. Thus the Pharisees were not gen- 
uinely religious; they were merely playing a part for 
all to see. 

7:11-13 But you say. This shows the absolute con- 
trast between God's will and man’s empty tradition. 
Corban. This was evidently a pious-sounding evasion 
of the requirement of honoring one’s parents by sup- 
porting them financially. 


7:24 the region of Tyre. This city is the farthest Jesus 
traveled from Israel during His public ministry. 

7:27 to the little dogs. Jesus is not attempting to 
insult the woman by using this metaphor. In fact, He 
is testing her faith. Matthew records Jesus’ reaction to 
her reply, “O woman, great is your faith” (Matt. 15:28). 
7:28 And she answered. The woman understood 
Jesus’ test and persistently replied that even during 
the meal the dogs consume the children’s crumbs 
that fall from the table. 
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of Galilee. 32Then ethey brought to Him 
one who was deaf and had an impediment 
in his speech, and they begged Him to put 
His hand on him. 33And He took him aside 
from the multitude, and put His fingers 
in his ears, and fHe spat and touched his 
tongue. 34Then, slooking up to heaven, "He 
sighed, and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that 
is, “Be opened.” 

35iImmediately his ears were opened, and 
the impediment of his tongue was loosed, 
and he spoke plainly. 36Then ‘He command- 
ed them that they should tell no one; but 
the more He commanded them, the more 
widely they proclaimed it. 37And they were 
kastonished beyond measure, saying, “He 
has done all things well. He ‘makes both the 
deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 


Feeding the Four Thousand 

In those days, “the multitude being 

very great and having nothing to eat, 
Jesus called His disciples to Him and said 
to them, 2“I have »compassion on the mul- 
titude, because they have now continued 
with Me three days and have nothing to eat. 
3And if I send them away hungry to their 
own houses, they will faint on the way; for 
some of them have come from afar.” 

4Then His disciples answered Him, 
“How can one satisfy these people with 
bread here in the wilderness?” 

5cHe asked them, “How many loaves do 
you have?” 

And they said, “Seven.” 

6So He commanded the multitude to 
sit down on the ground. And He took the 
seven loaves and gave thanks, broke them 
and gave them to His disciples to set be- 
fore them; and they set them before the 
multitude. 7They also had a few small fish; 
and ¢having blessed them, He said to set 
them also before them. 8So they ate and 
were filled, and they took up seven large 
baskets of leftover fragments. 9Now those 
who had eaten were about four thousand. 
And He sent them away, !eimmediately got 
into the boat with His disciples, and came 
to the region of Dalmanutha. 


The Pharisees Seek a Sign 

lfThen the Pharisees came out and 
began to dispute with Him, seeking from 
Him a sign from heaven, testing Him. !2But 
He gsighed deeply in His spirit, and said, 
“Why does this generation seek a sign? As- 
suredly, I say to you, "no sign shall be given 
to this generation.” 


Beware of the Leaven 


of the Pharisees and Herod 

1And He left them, and getting into 
the boat again, departed to the other side. 
M4iNow the disciples* had forgotten to take 
bread, and they did not have more than 
one loaf with them in the boat. 45iThen He 
charged them, saying, “Take heed, beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leav- 
en of Herod.” 

16And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “It is because we have no bread.” 

I7But Jesus, being aware of it, said to 
them, “Why do you reason because you 
have no bread? Do you not yet perceive 
nor understand? Is your heart still* hard- 
ened? 18Having eyes, do you not see? And 
having ears, do you not hear? And do you 
not remember? 19'When I broke the five 
loaves for the five thousand, how many 
baskets full of fragments did you take up?” 

They said to Him, “Twelve.” 

20“Also, when I broke the seven for the 
four thousand, how many large baskets 
full of fragments did you take up?” 

And they said, “Seven.” 

21So He said to them, “How is it "you do 
not understand?” 


A Blind Man Healed at Bethsaida 

22Then He came to Bethsaida; and they 
brought a °blind man to Him, and begged 
Him to Ptouch him. 23So He took the blind 
man by the hand and led him out of the 
town. And when @He had spit on his eyes 
and put His hands on him, He asked him if 
he saw anything. 


*8:14 NU-Text and M-Text read they. *8:17 NU- 


Text omits still. 


7:32-35 one who was deaf. The healing of this deaf 
man (who also had a speech impediment) is one of 
the two miracles recorded by Mark only. (The other is 
the healing of the blind man in 8:22-26.) 

8:8 seven large baskets. There was one basket for 
each original loaf. These baskets were much larger 
than the 12 small personal baskets mentioned in 6:43. 
It was the kind of larger basket that was used to lower 
Paul over the wall of Damascus (Acts 9:25). 

8:10 Dalmanutha. This was probably on the western 
side of the Sea of Galilee, about three miles north of 
modern Tiberias and about five miles southwest of 
Capernaum. This is the only time it is mentioned in 
the New Testament. 

8:11 the Pharisees came out and began to dispute 
with Him. The Pharisees’ testing of Jesus was crafty 
and devious. Obviously these men did not heed 
the many signs and wonders that Jesus had already 


performed. John 20:30-31 indicates that the signs 
were meant to produce faith. It is doubtful that the 
Pharisees would have changed their minds even if 
they had seen another miracle. 

8:17-21 How is it you do not understand? The dis- 
ciples continued to show a lack of spiritual discern- 
ment despite the miracles they had witnessed. Jesus’ 
rebuke was intended to make them recall what God 
had done for them. 
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24And he looked up and said, “I see men 
like trees, walking.” 

25Then He put His hands on his eyes 
again and made him look up. And he was 
restored and saw everyone clearly. 26Then 
He sent him away to his house, saying, 
“Neither go into the town, "nor tell anyone 
in the town.”* 


Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

27sNiow Jesus and His disciples went out 
to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on 
the road He asked His disciples, saying to 
them, “Who do men say that I am?” 

28So they answered, “John the Baptist; 
but some say, “Elijah; and others, one of 
the prophets.” 

29He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 

Peter answered and said to Him, v“You 
are the Christ.” 

30wThen He strictly warned them that 
they should tell no one about Him. 


Jesus Predicts His Death and 


Resurrection 

31And *He began to teach them that the 
Son of Man must suffer many things, and 
be Yrejected by the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32He spoke this word open- 
ly. Then Peter took Him aside and began 
to rebuke Him. 33But when He had turned 
around and looked at His disciples, He ¢re- 
buked Peter, saying, “Get behind Me, Sa- 
tan! For you are not mindful of the things 
of God, but the things of men.” 


Take Up the Cross and Follow Him 
34When He had called the people to 
Himself, with His disciples also, He said 
to them, >“Whoever desires to come after 
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
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cross, and follow Me. 35For ¢whoever de- 
sires to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s 
will save it. 36For what will it profit a man 
if he gains the whole world, and loses his 
own soul? 37Or what will a man give in 
exchange for his soul? 384For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adul- 
terous and sinful generation, of him the 
Son of Man also will be ashamed when He 
comes in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels.” 

And He said to them, ““Assuredly, I say 

to you that there are some standing here 
who will not taste death till they see >the 
kingdom of God present with power.” 


Jesus Transfigured on the Mount 

2cNow after six days Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John, and led them up ona high 
mountain apart by themselves; and He was 
transfigured before them. 3His clothes be- 
came shining, exceedingly ¢white, like 
snow, such as no launderer on earth can 
whiten them. 4And Elijah appeared to them 
with Moses, and they were talking with 
Jesus. °Then Peter answered and said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; 
and let us make three tabernacles: one for 
You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”’— 
6because he did not know what to say, for 
they were greatly afraid. 

7And a ¢cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and a voice came out of the cloud, 
saying, “This is (My beloved Son. sHear 
Him!” 8Suddenly, when they had looked 
around, they saw no one anymore, but only 
Jesus with themselves. 

ShNow as they came down from the 
mountain, He commanded them that they 
should tell no one the things they had seen, 


* 8:26 NU-Text reads “Do not even go into the 
town.” 


8:27 Caesarea Philippi. This city is about 25 miles 
north of Bethsaida and the Sea of Galilee. It stands 
on the southern edge of Mount Hermon. One of the 
sources of the Jordan River springs forth from under 
a large rocky cliff that rises a hundred or more feet 
above the village. The name Philippi distinguishes 
this town from Caesarea by the sea. 

8:29 But who do you say that | am? Jesus emphati- 
cally asks His disciples for their understanding. you. 
Prominent in Jesus’ question is the word “you.” You 
are the Christ. Peter answers for the group. Jesus 
wants His disciples to grasp firmly His true identity 
before He reveals to them the necessity of His coming 
death and resurrection. In Mark's Gospel, only the dis- 
ciples come to understand who Jesus is. 

8:30 tell no one about Him. Jesus’ warning may 
seem strange. Its explanation lies in the fact that the 
Jews expected the Messiah to be a political liberator. 
Jesus’ first coming was meant to accomplish another 
kind of liberation—release from sin. Hence Jesus was 
careful not to use the name Messiah publicly, for it 
was misunderstood by the Jewish people, their lead- 
ers, and the Roman authorities. 


8:38 when He comes in the glory. This is the first 
glimpse of the fulfillment of all history (1 Cor. 15:24-28). 
Those who will reign with Christ invest their lives in 
that which will last (v. 35). Those who are willing to 
confess Him today will be rewarded before the Father 
in heaven (Matt. 5:10-12; 2 Tim. 2:11-13; Rev. 2:26—28). 
9:4 Elijah. Elijah is mentioned in Malachi 4:5-6 in 
connection with the future coming of Christ. This is 
why people asked John the Baptist if he were Elijah 
(John 1:21). Moses was the lawgiver and liberator, 
while Elijah was the first of the great prophets. Their 
presence confirmed the reality that Jesus is the Mes- 
siah of Peter's confession. 
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till the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
10So they kept this word to themselves, 
questioning ‘what the rising from the dead 
meant. 

llAnd they asked Him, saying, “Why 
do the scribes say ‘that Elijah must come 
first?” 

12Then He answered and told them, “In- 
deed, Elijah is coming first and restores all 
things. And “how is it written concerning 
the Son of Man, that He must suffer many 
things and ‘be treated with contempt? But 
Isay to you that "Elijah has also come, and 
they did to him whatever they wished, as it 
is written of him.” 


A Boy Is Healed 

14n And when He came to the disciples, 
He saw a great multitude around them, 
and scribes disputing with them. 5Imme- 
diately, when they saw Him, all the people 
were greatly amazed, and running to Him, 
greeted Him. !6And He asked the scribes, 
“What are you discussing with them?” 

17Then °one of the crowd answered and 
said, “Teacher, I brought You my son, who 
has a mute spirit. 18And wherever it seizes 
him, it throws him down; he foams at the 
mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rig- 
id. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they 
should cast it out, but they could not.” 

19He answered him and said, “O »faith- 
less generation, how long shall I be with 
you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring 
him to Me.” 20Then they brought him to 
Him. And ¢when he saw Him, immediate- 
ly the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on 
the ground and wallowed, foaming at the 
mouth. 

21So0 He asked his father, “How long has 
this been happening to him?” 

And he said, “From childhood. 22And 
often he has thrown him both into the fire 
and into the water to destroy him. But if 
You can do anything, have compassion on 
us and help us.” 

23 Jesus said to him, "If you can believe,* 
all things are possible to him who believes.” 

24Immediately the father of the child 
cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I be- 
lieve; shelp my unbelief!” 

25When Jesus saw that the people came 
running together, He ‘rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and enter 
him no more!” 26Then the spirit cried out, 
convulsed him greatly, and came out of 


him. And he became as one dead, so that 
many said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took 
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he 
arose. 

28uAnd when He had come into the 
house, His disciples asked Him privately, 
“Why could we not cast it out?” 

29So He said to them, “This kind can 
come out by nothing but vprayer and fast- 
ing.”* 


Jesus Again Predicts His Death and 


Resurrection 

30Then they departed from there and 
passed through Galilee, and He did not 
want anyone to know it. 31~For He taught 
His disciples and said to them, “The Son 
of Man is being betrayed into the hands of 
men, and they will *kill Him. And after He 
is killed, He will Yrise the third day.” 32zBut 
they did not understand this saying, and 
were afraid to ask Him. 


Who Is the Greatest? 

33aThen He came to Capernaum. And 
when He was in the house He asked them, 
“What was it you disputed among your- 
selves on the road?” 34But they kept silent, 
for on the road they had >disputed among 
themselves who would be the cgreatest. 
35And He sat down, called the twelve, and 
said to them, @“If anyone desires to be first, 
he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 
36Then ¢He took a little child and set him in 
the midst of them. And when He had taken 
him in His arms, He said to them, 37“Who- 
ever receives one of these little children in 
My name receives Me; and fwhoever re- 
ceives Me, receives not Me but Him who 
sent Me.” 


Jesus Forbids Sectarianism 

38sNow John answered Him, saying, 
“Teacher, we saw someone who does not 
follow us casting out demons in Your 
name, and we forbade him because he does 
not follow us.” 

39But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, "for 
no one who works a miracle in My name 
can soon afterward speak evil of Me. 4°For 
the who is not against us is on our* side. 
4liFor whoever gives you a cup of water to 


*9:23 NU-Text reads “‘If You can!’ All things....” 


9:24 | believe; help my unbelief. These words 
express the dilemma that even those who believe can 
be nagged by doubt and hopelessness. This man took 
the correct course by appealing to Jesus for help. 
9:40 For he who is not against us is on our side. 
Jesus is not endorsing all who claim to follow Him. 
Rather, this statement was meant to remind the dis- 
ciples that God's work was not necessarily restricted 
to their small group. 


*9:29 NU-Text omits and fasting. *9:40 M-Text 
reads against you is on your side. 
9:10‘John 2:19-22  9:11/Mal.4:5 9:12 ks, 53:3 
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drink in My name, because you belong to 
Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no 
means lose his reward. 


Jesus Warns of Offenses 

42k“But whoever causes one of these lit- 
tle ones who believe in Me to stumble, it 
would be better for him if a millstone were 
hung around his neck, and he were thrown 
into the sea. #/If your hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into 
life maimed, rather than having two hands, 
to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be 
quenched— 44where 


m‘Their worm does not die 
And the fire is not quenched.”* 


45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it 
off. It is better for you to enter life lame, 
rather than having two feet, to be cast 
into hell, into the fire that shall never be 
quenched— 46where 


n‘Their worm does not die 
And the fire is not quenched.”* 


47A nd if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it 
out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom 
of God with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell fire— 48where 


o‘Their worm does not die 
And the Pfire is not quenched.”* 


Tasteless Salt Is Worthless 

49“For everyone will be 4seasoned with 
fire,* "and every sacrifice will be seasoned 
with salt. 50sSalt is good, but if the salt los- 
es its flavor, how will you season it? ‘Have 
salt in yourselves, and “have peace with 
one another.” 


Marriage and Divorce 
1 0 Then “He arose from there and came 
to the region of Judea by the other 

side of the Jordan. And multitudes gath- 
ered to Him again, and as He was accus- 
tomed, He taught them again. 

2bThe Pharisees came and asked Him, 
“Ts it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
testing Him. 
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3And He answered and said to them, 
“What did Moses command you?” 

4They said, ““Moses permitted a man to 
write a certificate of divorce, and to dis- 
miss her.” 

5And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Because of the hardness of your heart he 
wrote you this precept. But from the be- 
ginning of the creation, God ¢4‘made them 
male and female.”* 7¢‘For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, 8and the two shall be- 
come one flesh’* so then they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God 
has joined together, let not man separate.” 

10In the house His disciples also asked 
Him again about the same matter. 'So He 
said to them, /“Whoever divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery 
against her. !2And if a woman divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits 
adultery.” 


Jesus Blesses Little Children 

BeThen they brought little children to 
Him, that He might touch them; but the 
disciples rebuked those who brought them. 
M4But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly 
displeased and said to them, “Let the lit- 
tle children come to Me, and do not forbid 
them; for "of such is the kingdom of God. 
lAssuredly, I say to you, ‘whoever does 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will ‘by no means enter it.” 16And He 
took them up in His arms, laid His hands 
on them, and blessed them. 


Jesus Counsels the Rich Young Ruler 

I7kNow as He was going out on the road, 
one came running, knelt before Him, and 
asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I 'do 
that I may inherit eternal life?” 

18So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
Me good? No one is good but One, that is, 
mGod. 19You know the commandments: 


*9:44 NU-Text omits this verse. *9:46 NU-Text 
omits the last clause of verse 45 and all of verse 
46. *9:48 Isaiah 66:24 *9:49 NU-Text omits 
the rest of this verse. * 10:6 Genesis 1:27; 5:2 

* 10:8 Genesis 2:24 


9:49 For everyone will be seasoned with fire. This 
phrase may refer to the trials and judgments that all 
will face—believers with trials that purify faith, unbe- 
lievers with the eternal fire of God’s judgment. 

10:4 a certificate of divorce. This was a document 
signed before witnesses. Its intent was to limit frivo- 
lous divorces. In Jesus’ day, the interpretation of this 
custom varied widely. The disciples of Hillel allowed 
divorce for almost any reason, but the followers of 
Shammai permitted divorce only for sexual impurity. 
10:11 Whosoever divorces his wife. Mark includes 
no exception to Christ’s prohibition of divorce, nor is 
any exception listed in Luke 16:18, Romans 7:1-2, or 
1 Corinthians 7:10-11. Compare Matthew 5:32 where 
the exception is made. 

10:18 No one is good but One, that is, God. This 


reply is a claim to deity, which Jesus asks the young 
ruler to recognize. 

10:19 Do not. Jesus recounts the Seventh, Sixth, 
Eighth, Ninth, and Fifth Commandments. Do not 
defraud. Jesus inserts this phrase just before the 
Fifth Commandment. All of these commands concern 


9:42 Luke 17:1,2 9:43! Matt. 5:29, 30; 18:8, 9 
9:44™|s.66:24 9:467ls.66:24 9:48 ls. 66:24 
PJer.7:20 9:499[Matt. 3:11] "Lev.2:13 9:505 Matt. 
5:13 Col. 4:6 YRom. 12:18; 14:19 10:17 Matt. 19:1-9 
10:25Matt. 19:3 10:4¢Deut.24:1-4 10:64Gen. 
1:27;5:2  10:7°Gen.2:24 10:11 f [Matt. 5:32; 

19:9] 10:13 9 Luke 18:15-17 10:14"[1 Pet. 2:2] 
10:15! Matt. 18:3, 4; 19:14 /Luke 13:28 10:17* Matt. 
19:16-30 !John 6:28 10:18" 1 Sam. 2:2 
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nDo not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ 
‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ 
‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and 
your mother.’”* 

20And he answered and said to Him, 
“Teacher, all these things I have kept from 
my youth.” 

21Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 
and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go 
your way, ?sell whatever you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have 4treasure in 
heaven; and come, ‘take up the cross, and 
follow Me.” 

22But he was sad at this word, and went 
away sorrowful, for he had great posses- 
sions. 


With God All Things Are Possible 

23sThen Jesus looked around and said 
to His disciples, “How hard it is for those 
who have riches to enter the kingdom of 
God!” 24And the disciples were astonished 
at His words. But Jesus answered again 
and said to them, “Children, how hard it 
is for those ‘who trust in riches* to enter 
the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a “rich man to enter the kingdom 
of God.” 

26And they were greatly astonished, say- 
ing among themselves, “Who then can be 
saved?” 

27But Jesus looked at them and said, 
“With men it is impossible, but not vwith 
God; for with God all things are possible.” 

28wThen Peter began to say to Him, “See, 
we have left all and followed You.” 

29So Jesus answered and said, “As- 
suredly, I say to you, there is no one who 
has left house or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or wife* or children or 
lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 3®xwho 
shall not receive a hundredfold now in this 
time—houses and brothers and sisters 
and mothers and children and lands, with 
ypersecutions—and in the age to come, 
eternal life. 31zBut many who are first will 
be last, and the last first.” 


Jesus a Third Time Predicts His 


Death and Resurrection 

32aNow they were on the road, going up 
to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before 
them; and they were amazed. And as they 
followed they were afraid. »Then He took 
the twelve aside again and began to tell 
them the things that would happen to Him: 
33“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the 
chief priests and to the scribes; and they 
will condemn Him to death and deliver Him 
to the Gentiles; 34and they will mock Him, 
and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill 
Him. And the third day He will rise again.” 


Greatness Is Serving 

35cThen James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, 
we want You to do for us whatever we ask.” 

36And He said to them, “What do you 
want Me to do for you?” 

37They said to Him, “Grant us that we 
may sit, one on Your right hand and the 
other on Your left, in Your glory.” 

38But Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you ask. Are you able to drink 
the ¢cup that I drink, and be baptized with 
the ¢baptism that I am baptized with?” 

39They said to Him, “We are able.” 

So Jesus said to them, /“You will indeed 
drink the cup that I drink, and with the 
baptism I am baptized with you will be 
baptized; 4°but to sit on My right hand and 
on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for 
those 2for whom it is prepared.” 

41h And when the ten heard it, they began 
to be greatly displeased with James and 
John. 42But Jesus called them to Himself 
and said to them, ‘“You know that those who 
are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great ones exercise 
authority over them. 43/Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever desires to become 


* 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 
* 10:24 NU-Text omits for those who trust in 
riches. *10:29 NU-Text omits or wife. 


the fair and ethical treatment of other people (Ex. 
20:12-17). 

10:25-27 It is easier. This comparison of a camel 
going through a needle is a literal one. In human 
terms, it is not just difficult, but totally impossible, for 
a rich man to be saved. But it is also impossible for 
anyone at all to be saved apart from God's grace and 
power. God provides the means of salvation, enlight- 
ens the sinner’s understanding, and regenerates the 
believing soul. 

10:30 in this time. This is the time between Christ's 
first and second comings. Mark alone mentions that 
persecutions will follow as well—a point his Roman 
readers may have already known. 

10:37 one on Your right hand and the other on 
Your left. To be seated at a king's right hand was to 
take the position of the most prominence; the person 
seated at the left hand ranked just below that (Luke 


22:24-30). Jesus had to remind the disciples again 
about the price of greatness in God's kingdom. 
10:38 drink the cup that | drink... be baptized 
with the baptism. These phrases are references to 
the suffering and death that awaited Jesus (14:36). 
Jesus wanted His disciples to understand the mock- 
ing, scourging, beating, and torture He would have 
to endure. 


10:19” Ex. 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 10:20 Phil. 3:6 
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great among you shall be your servant. 
44And whoever of you desires to be first 
shall be slave of all. 45For even *the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and 'to give His life a ransom for many.” 


Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 

46mNow they came to Jericho. As He 
went out of Jericho with His disciples anda 
great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son 
of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. 47And 
when he heard that it was Jesus of Naza- 
reth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, 
nSon of David, “have mercy on me!” 

48Then many warned him to be quiet; 
but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 

49So Jesus stood still and commanded 
him to be called. 

Then they called the blind man, saying 
to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is call- 
ing you.” 

50And throwing aside his garment, he 
rose and came to Jesus. 

51So Jesus answered and said to him, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” 

The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, 
that I may receive my sight.” 

52Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; 
pyour faith has made you well.” And imme- 
diately he received his sight and followed 
Jesus on the road. 


The Triumphal Entry 
1 1 Now ¢when they drew near Jerusa- 
lem, to Bethphage* and Bethany, at 
the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His 
disciples; 2and He said to them, “Go into 
the village opposite you; and as soon as you 
have entered it you will find a colt tied, on 
which no one has sat. Loose it and bring it. 
3And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are you 
doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it,’ 
and immediately he will send it here.” 
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4So they went their way, and found the* 
colt tied by the door outside on the street, 
and they loosed it. But some of those who 
stood there said to them, “What are you do- 
ing, loosing the colt?” 

6And they spoke to them just as Jesus 
had commanded. So they let them go. 
7Then they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their clothes on it, and He sat 
on it. 8And many spread their clothes 
on the road, and others cut down leafy 
branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. ?Then those who went 
before and those who followed cried out, 
saying: 


“Hosanna! 

c‘Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the LORD!”* 

10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father 
David 
That comes in the name of the 

Lord!* 

dHosanna in the highest!” 


lleAnd Jesus went into Jerusalem and into 
the temple. So when He had looked around 
at all things, as the hour was already late, 
He went out to Bethany with the twelve. 


The Fig Tree Withered 

l2fNow the next day, when they had 
come out from Bethany, He was hungry. 
BzgAnd seeing from afar a fig tree having 
leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would 
find something on it. When He came to it, 
He found nothing but leaves, for it was not 
the season for figs. /4In response Jesus said 
to it, “Let no one eat fruit from you ever 
again.” 

And His disciples heard it. 


* 11:1 M-Text reads Bethsphage. *11:4 NU- 
Text and M-Text reada. *11:9 Psalm 118:26 
* 11:10 NU-Text omits in the name of the Lord. 


10:45 The Ministry of Christ— 

1. He is Savior. Sinful men to be saved (1 Tim. 
1:15); Christ's qualifications to be Savior John 
10:18-38); His humiliating death John 19:18); 
bodily resurrection to guarantee our salvation 
(1 Cor. 15:13-22); and results of salvation John 
5:24). It is no wonder that, in light of these reali- 
ties, Paul speaks of Christ as “our great God and 
Savior” (Titus 2:13). 

2. He is High Priest. The high priest brought the 
people before God on the Day of Atonement 
(Lev. 16:32-33). Jesus is eminently qualified to 
be our High Priest: appointed by God (Heb. 5:5), 
eternal (Heb. 7:24—-25), sinless (Heb. 7:26), His 
offering was final (Heb. 9:28), and His mediation 
is effective (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1). 
As the only qualified High Priest for men and 
women, Jesus Christ thus constitutes the only 
way to God (1 Tim. 2:5). 

3. He is King. King implies sovereign authority and 
rule over all. This right belongs only to Jesus 
Christ who is called “Lord of lords and King of 
kings” (Rev. 17:14; 19:16). He is destined to rule 


as king and every knee must ultimately bow and 
acknowledge His authority (Phil. 2:10). Those 
who acknowledge Christ as King and Lord in this 
life will reign with Him; those who do not will be 
judged by Him (Rev. 20:11-15). 
11:8-11 Bethany. Jesus retired there each night, 
perhaps staying in a friend’s home. But in view of the 
fact that Jesus appears to have had no breakfast the 
next day (v. 12), He and the twelve may have camped 
outside this night. 
11:13 it was not the season for figs. Passover always 
comes in March or April, and fig season is not until May 
or June. However, fig trees generally produce a number 
of buds in March, leaves in April, and ripe fruit later on. 
Jesus was looking for the edible buds, the lack of which 
indicated that the tree would be fruitless that year. 


10:45 * [Phil. 2:7, 8] ! [Titus 2:14] 
10:47" Rev. 22:16 °Matt.15:22 10:52? Matt. 9:22 
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Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

IshSo they came to Jerusalem. Then 
Jesus went into the temple and began to 
drive out those who bought and sold in 
the temple, and overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the seats of those 
who sold ‘doves. !6And He would not allow 
anyone to carry wares through the temple. 
17Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not 
written, /‘My house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all nations’?* But you have 
made it a ® ‘den of thieves.’”* 

18And 'the scribes and chief priests 
heard it and sought how they might de- 
stroy Him; for they feared Him, because 
mall the people were astonished at His 
teaching. 19When evening had come, He 
went out of the city. 


The Lesson of the Withered Fig Tree 

20nNow in the morning, as they passed 
by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. 21And Peter, remembering, said to 
Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You 
cursed has withered away.” 

22So Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Have faith in God. 23For °assuredly, I say 
to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be 
removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does 
not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
those things he says will be done, he will 
have whatever he says. 24Therefore I say 
to you, ’whatever things you ask when you 
pray, believe that you receive them, and 
you will have them. 


Forgiveness and Prayer 

25“And whenever you stand praying, “if 
you have anything against anyone, forgive 
him, that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses. 26But "if you 
do not forgive, neither will your Father in 
heaven forgive your trespasses.”* 


Jesus’ Authority Questioned 

27Then they came again to Jerusalem. 
sAnd as He was walking in the temple, 
the chief priests, the scribes, and the el- 
ders came to Him. 28And they said to Him, 
“By what tauthority are You doing these 


things? And who gave You this authority to 
do these things?” 

29But Jesus answered and said to them, 
“I also will ask you one question; then 
answer Me, and I will tell you by what au- 
thority I do these things: 39The ubaptism of 
John—was it from heaven or from men? 
Answer Me.” 

31And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 
say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
32But if we say, ‘From men’”—they feared 
the people, for vall counted John to have 
been a prophet indeed. 33So they answered 
and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” 

And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I 
do these things.” 


The Parable of the Wicked 


Vinedressers 
1 Then “He began to speak to them 
in parables: “A man planted a vine- 
yard and set a hedge around it, dug a 
place for the wine vat and built a tower. 
And he leased it to vinedressers and went 
into a far country. 2Now at vintage-time 
he sent a servant to the vinedressers, 
that he might receive some of the fruit 
of the vineyard from the vinedressers. 
3And they took him and beat him and 
sent him away empty-handed. 4Again 
he sent them another servant, and at 
him they threw stones,* wounded him in 
the head, and sent him away shamefully 
treated. 5And again he sent another, and 
him they killed; and many others, "beat- 
ing some and killing some. ®Therefore 
still having one son, his beloved, he also 
sent him to them last, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ 7But those vinedressers 
said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let us kill him, and the inheri- 
tance will be ours.’ 8So they took him and 
ckilled himand cast him out ofthe vineyard. 


* 11:17 Isaiah 56:7 ¢ Jeremiah 7:11 * 11:26 NU- 
Text omits this verse. *12:4 NU-Text omits and 
at him they threw stones. 


11:17 den of thieves. Jesus was referring to the prac- 
tice of cheating people, both Israelites and those of 
other nations, either through a crooked exchange of 
money or by selling inferior products. 

11:21 The fig tree which You cursed has withered 
away. The passage emphasizes the power of true 
faith. Some have suggested that the fig tree repre- 
sented Israel, which bore no fruit and would soon 
face the judgment of God. 

11:29-30 answer Me. The intent of Jesus’ ques- 
tion was to expose once again the insincerity of 
His detractors. baptism of John. This refers to the 
authority of John’s baptism. from heaven. Was it 
ordained by God and worthy of obedience? from 
men. Or was it of human contrivance and void of any 
spiritual authority and reality? 

12:1 He began to speak to them in parables. 


Parables usually get across a significant truth, but 
the details are not meant to correspond exactly with 
particular spiritual realities. In this parable, the owner 
of the vineyard represents God, but God Himself was 
never so mistaken as to assume they would respect 
His Son. God is omniscient, whereas the vineyard 
owner in the parable is not. This story illustrates the 
immense patience God had with Israel. 


11:15" John 2:13-16 ‘Lev. 14:22 11:17/Is. 56:7 ‘Jer. 
7:11 11:18! Matt. 21:45,46 ™Matt.7:28 11:20" Matt. 
21:19-22 11:23 Matt. 17:20; 21:21 11:24? Matt. 
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9“Therefore what will the owner of the 
vineyard do? He will come and destroy 
the vinedressers, and give the vineyard 
to others. 1!9Have you not even read this 
Scripture: 


4‘The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone. 
Il This was the LORD’s doing, 
And it is marvelous in our eyes’?”* 


12eAnd they sought to lay hands on Him, 
but feared the multitude, for they knew He 
had spoken the parable against them. So 
they left Him and went away. 


The Pharisees: Is It Lawful to Pay 
Taxes to Caesar? 

13fThen they sent to Him some of the 
Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him 
in His words. 144When they had come, they 
said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You 
are true, and care about no one; for You 
do not regard the person of men, but teach 
the ¢way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar, or not? 15Shall we pay, or 
shall we not pay?” 

But He, knowing their "hypocrisy, said 
to them, “Why do you test Me? Bring Me 
a denarius that I may see it.” 16So they 
brought it. 

And He said to them, “Whose image 
and inscription is this?” They said to Him, 
“Caesar’s.” 

17And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to ‘God the things that are 
God’s.” 

And they marveled at Him. 


The Sadducees: What About 


the Resurrection? 
18iThen some Sadducees, *who say 
there is no resurrection, came to Him; 


Mark12:30 @ 1111 
and they asked Him, saying: !9“Teacher, 
'Moses wrote to us that if a man’s broth- 
er dies, and leaves his wife behind, and 
leaves no children, his brother should 
take his wife and raise up offspring for 
his brother. 2°Now there were seven broth- 
ers. The first took a wife; and dying, he 
left no offspring. 21And the second took 
her, and he died; nor did he leave any off- 
spring. And the third likewise. 22So the 
seven had her and left no offspring. Last 
of all the woman died also. 23Therefore, 
in the resurrection, when they rise, whose 
wife will she be? For all seven had her as 
wife.” 

24Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Are you not therefore mistaken, because 
you do not know the Scriptures nor the 
power of God? 25For when they rise from 
the dead, they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but “are like angels in heav- 
en. 26But concerning the dead, that they 
nrise, have you not read in the book of 
Moses, in the burning bush passage, how 
God spoke to him, saying, °‘I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob’?* 27He is not the God of the dead, 
but the God of the living. You are there- 
fore greatly mistaken.” 


The Scribes: Which Is the First 


Commandment of All? 

28pThen one of the scribes came, and 
having heard them reasoning together, 
perceiving* that He had answered them 
well, asked Him, “Which is the first com- 
mandment of all?” 

29Jesus answered him, “The first of all 
the commandments is: ¢‘Hear, O Israel, 
the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 3®©And 


*12:11 Psalm 118:22,23 * 12:26 Exodus 3:6, 15 
* 12:28 NU-Text reads seeing. 


12:12 they sought to lay hands on Him. Only as the 
final points of the parable were made did these evil 
men realize that Jesus was speaking of them. 

12:14 You are true, and care about no one. This com- 
ment was intended as a compliment. The teachers rec- 
ognized that Jesus was partial to no one. The question, 
however, was a lose-lose proposition: a yes answer 
would alienate Jews who opposed Rome, while a no 
answer could be taken as treason against the state. 
12:18 Sadducees were an elite group of religious 
leaders who denied the existence of angels, the 
immortality of the soul, and the resurrection. They 
rejected the oral traditions and accepted only the 
validity of the Pentateuch, the first five books of the 
Old Testament. 

12:19-22 Moses wrote to us. The custom of mar- 
rying the widow of one’s brother was supported by 
Deuteronomy 25:5-6, but it was not absolutely bind- 
ing (Deut. 25:7-10). 

12:26-27 | am the God of Abraham... Isaac... 
Jacob. Jesus quotes from the law—the Book of Exo- 
dus—to make His point. God said | am the God of the 
three patriarchs mentioned, not “I was their God, but 


now they are dead." He still is their God because they 
are still alive. Their souls not only live after death, but 
their bodies will be raised anew as well. 

12:29 Hear, O Israel. |n Judaism, these words 
(quoted from Deut. 6:4—5) are known as the Shema. 
It is described by Jews as the most important words 
a Jew can know. Jesus quotes these words at the 
beginning of answering the question, “Which is the 
first commandment of all?” We should be driven to 
the cross. There, we understand His love for us and 
are constantly motivated to seek to love Him bet- 
ter because of what He has done. We can only be 
thankful at the comprehensiveness of His love. Even 
though we sin every day of our lives, He forgives. We 
just need to keep coming to Him for that forgiveness. 
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you Shall ‘love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.”* This is 
the first commandment.* 31And the second, 
like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neigh- 
bor as yourself.’* There is no other com- 
mandment greater than tthese.” 

32So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, 
Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for 
there is one God, “and there is no other 
but He. 33And to love Him with all the 
heart, with all the understanding, with all 
the soul,* and with all the strength, and 
to love one’s neighbor as oneself, vis more 
than all the whole burnt offerings and sac- 
rifices.” 

34Now when Jesus saw that he answered 
wisely, He said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” 

wBut after that no one dared question 
Him. 


Jesus: How Can David Call His 


Descendant Lord? 

35xThen Jesus answered and said, while 
He taught in the temple, “How is it that 
the scribes say that the Christ is the Son 
of David? 36For David himself said Yby the 
Holy Spirit: 


z‘The LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool.”’* 


37Therefore David himself calls Him 
‘Lord’; how is He then his “Son?” 

And the common people heard Him 
gladly. 


Beware of the Scribes 

38Then >He said to them in His teaching, 
c“Beware of the scribes, who desire to go 
around in long robes, ¢love greetings in 
the marketplaces, 39the best seats in the 
synagogues, and the best places at feasts, 
40iwho devour widows’ houses, and for a 


pretense make long prayers. These will re- 
ceive greater condemnation.” 


The Widow’s Two Mites 

41gNow Jesus sat opposite the treasury 
and saw how the people put money "into 
the treasury. And many who were rich put 
in much. 42Then one poor widow came 
and threw in two mites,* which make a 
quadrans. 43So He called His disciples to 
Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I 
say to you that ‘this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who have given to the 
treasury; 44for they all put in out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put 
in all that she had, ‘her whole livelihood.” 


Jesus Predicts 


the Destruction of the Temple 
1 Then «as He went out of the temple, 
one of His disciples said to Him, 

“Teacher, see what manner of stones and 
what buildings are here!” 

2And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Do you see these great buildings? >Not 
one stone shall be left upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.” 


The Signs of the Times and the End 


of the Age 

3Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives 
opposite the temple, Peter, James, eJohn, 
and fAndrew asked Him privately, 42“Tell 
us, when will these things be? And what 
will be the sign when all these things will 
be fulfilled?” 

5And Jesus, answering them, began to 
say: "“Take heed that no one deceives you. 
6For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I 
am He,’ and will deceive many. 7But when 
you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 


* 12:30 Deuteronomy 6:4, 5 ¢ NU-Text omits this 
sentence. *12:31 Leviticus 19:18 * 12:33 NU- 
Text omits with all the soul. * 12:36 Psalm 110:1 
* 12:42 Greek lepta, very small copper coins worth 
a fraction of a penny 


12:35 in the temple. This does not refer to the sanc- 
tuary itself, where only the priests were allowed to 
minister. The temple environs included a number of 
porticos and courts. One was designated especially 
for women, another for men. Gentiles could view the 
temple from an outer area. 

12:43-44 this poor widow hath put it more thanall 
those who have given to the treasury. Jesus’ com- 
parison of the percentages contributed by the rich 
and the poor reminds us that God measures not how 
much we give, but how much we retain. Those with 
greater income have an obligation to return a larger 
percentage of it to God's work. 

13:1-2 what manner of stones and what buildings 
are here. The disciples’ excitement over the temple’s 
tremendous construction was a natural reaction 
to splendid and majestic architecture; each stone 
weighed several tons. Josephus described its mag- 
nificence. There was nothing like it in all the world. 


Begun by Herod the Great in 20 B.c., the temple was 
later completed by Herod's descendants some time 
before A.D. 66. Its beautiful white marble stones with 
gold ornamentation reached 100 feet high. Sur- 
rounding it were colonnaded walkways, courtyards, 
and stairways that filled 20 acres of the most promi- 
nent landscape in all Jerusalem. 
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not be troubled; for such things must hap- 
pen, but the end is not yet. 8For nation will 
rise against nation, and ‘kingdom against 
kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in 
various places, and there will be famines 
and troubles.* ‘These are the beginnings 
of sorrows. 

9“But kwatch out for yourselves, for 
they will deliver you up to councils, and 
you will be beaten in the synagogues. You 
will be brought* before rulers and kings 
for My sake, for a testimony to them. And 
'the gospel must first be preached to all the 
nations. UmBut when they arrest you and 
deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, 
or premeditate* what you will speak. But 
whatever is given you in that hour, speak 
that; for it is not you who speak, "but the 
Holy Spirit. 2Now °brother will betray 
brother to death, and a father his child; 
and children will rise up against parents 
and cause them to be put to death. 8»And 
you will be hated by all for My name’s 
sake. But “he who endures to the end shall 
be saved. 


The Great Tribulation 

14r“So when you see the ‘‘abomination 
of desolation,’* spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet,* standing where it ought not” (let 
the reader understand), “then ‘let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 
15Let him who is on the housetop not go 
down into the house, nor enter to take any- 
thing out of his house. !6And let him who 
is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 
17uBut woe to those who are pregnant and 
to those who are nursing babies in those 
days! 18And pray that your flight may not 
be in winter. !8vFor in those days there will 
be tribulation, such as has not been since 
the beginning of the creation which God 
created until this time, nor ever shall be. 
20And unless the Lord had shortened those 
days, no flesh would be saved; but for the 


Mark 13:33 @ 1113 
elect’s sake, whom He chose, He shortened 
the days. 

21w“Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, He is there!’ 
do not believe it. 22For false christs and 
false prophets will rise and show signs and 
xwonders to deceive, if possible, even the 
elect. 23But »take heed; see, I have told you 
all things beforehand. 


The Coming of the Son of Man 
242“But in those days, after that tribu- 
lation, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light; 25the stars of 
heaven will fall, and the powers in the heav- 
ens will be “shaken. 26»Then they will see 
the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 
great power and glory. 27And then He will 
send His angels, and gather together His 
elect from the four winds, from the farthest 
part of earth to the farthest part of heaven. 


The Parable of the Fig Tree 

28c“Now learn this parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already become 
tender, and puts forth leaves, you know 
that summer is near. 29So you also, when 
you see these things happening, know that 
it* is near—at the doors! 3®Assuredly, I say 
to you, this generation will by no means 
pass away till all these things take place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
dMy words will by no means pass away. 


No One Knows the Day or Hour 
32“But of that day and hour eno one 
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the ‘Father. 33eTake heed, 
watch and pray; for you do not know when 


* 13:8 NU-Text omits and troubles. * 13:9 NU- 
Text and M-Text read will stand. * 13:11 NU- 
Text omits or premeditate. * 13:14 Daniel 11:31; 
12:11 ¢ NU-Text omits spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet. * 13:29 Or He 


13:11-12 the Holy Spirit. The promise given 
that the Holy Spirit will guide one’s speech in the 
hour of trial applies first to the twelve and only sec- 
ondarily to others who will experience persecution. 
But this promise does not assure escape from per- 
secution or even freedom from being put to death. 
13:13 he who endures to the end shall be saved. 
This is not referring to regeneration or justification 
but to physical deliverance from affliction (vv. 19-20). 
The ones who physically endure will be delivered into 
Christ’s messianic kingdom. 

13:14 standing where it ought not. This phrase 
refers to the presence of an idol standing in the tem- 
ple. Daniel’s prediction primarily referred to place- 
ment of sacrifices to Zeus on the temple's altar by 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Some believe that the destruc- 
tion of the Herodian temple in A.D. 70 fulfilled Jesus’ 
prediction. Others still await its fulfillment in the 
blasphemous actions of the antichrist in the last days 
(2 Thess. 2:3-4). 

13:28-29 when you see these things happening. 


Jesus likened the signs of His second coming to the 
sprouts of growth and leaves ona fig tree. Both point 
to the glories to come—the full flowering of the 
earth and return of Christ. 

13:32 But of that day and hour no one knows. As 
one who was fully God and at the same time fully man, 
Jesus possessed all the attributes of deity, including 
omnipotence and omniscience. He knew what was 
in people's hearts (2:8), and He could still the waves 
(4:39). When Jesus became a man, however, He vol- 
untarily placed certain knowledge in the hands of the 
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the time is. 34"]t is like a man going to a 
far country, who left his house and gave 
iaguthority to his servants, and to each his 
work, and commanded the doorkeeper to 
watch. 35/Watch therefore, for you do not 
know when the master of the house is 
coming—in the evening, at midnight, at 
the crowing of the rooster, or in the morn- 
ing— 36lest, coming suddenly, he find you 
sleeping. 37And what I say to you, I say to 
all: Watch!” 


The Plot to Kill Jesus 
1 After «two days it was the Passover 
and >the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
And the chief priests and the scribes 
sought how they might take Him by trick- 
ery and put Him to death. 2But they said, 
“Not during the feast, lest there be an up- 
roar of the people.” 


The Anointing at Bethany 

3scAnd being in Bethany at the house 
of Simon the leper, as He sat at the ta- 
ble, a woman came having an alabas- 
ter flask of very costly oil of spikenard. 
Then she broke the flask and poured it 
on His head. 4But there were some who 
were indignant among themselves, and 
said, “Why was this fragrant oil wast- 
ed? 5For it might have been sold for more 
than three hundred ¢denarii and giv- 
en to the poor.” And they ¢criticized her 
sharply. 

6But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why 
do you trouble her? She has done a good 
work for Me. 7/For you have the poor with 
you always, and whenever you wish you 
may do them good; “but Me you do not 
have always. 8She has done what she 
could. She has come beforehand to anoint 
My body for burial. 9Assuredly, I say to 
you, wherever this gospel is "preached 
in the whole world, what this woman has 
done will also be told as a memorial to her.” 


Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

10'Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, 
went to the chief priests to betray Him to 
them. !!And when they heard it, they were 
glad, and promised to give him money. So 
he sought how he might conveniently be- 
tray Him. 


Jesus Celebrates the Passover 
with His Disciples 

LiNow on the first day of Unleavened 
Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, 
His disciples said to Him, “Where do You 
want us to go and prepare, that You may 
eat the Passover?” 

13And He sent out two of His disciples 
and said to them, “Go into the city, and a 
man will meet you carrying a pitcher of 
water; follow him. 14Wherever he goes in, 
say to the master of the house, ‘The Teach- 
er says, “Where is the guest room in which 
I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ 
Then he will show you a large upper 
room, furnished and prepared; there make 
ready for us.” 

16So His disciples went out, and came 
into the city, and found it just as He had 
said to them; and they prepared the Pass- 
over. 

I7kIn the evening He came with the 
twelve. 18Now as they sat and ate, Jesus 
said, “Assuredly, I say to you, 'one of you 
who eats with Me will betray Me.” 

19And they began to be sorrowful, and to 
say to Him one by one, “Is it I?” And anoth- 
er said, “Is it I?”* 

20He answered and said to them, “It is 
one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the 
dish. 2ImThe Son of Man indeed goes just 
as it is written of Him, but woe to that man 
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 


* 14:19 NU-Text omits this sentence. 


Father. Of course today, glorified in heaven, Jesus now 
knows the day and hour of His return. 

13:34-36 like a man going to a far country. Jesus’ 
parable of the absent master of the house is unique 
to Mark. The point of the parable is that the master 
could return at any time so all servants must be vigi- 
lant and watchful (Luke 19:11-27). 

14:3 alabaster. Alabaster is a translucent stone still 
used to make ornamented jewelry boxes and other 
items of value. spikenard. Spikenard was a precious 
perfume imported from India, made from plants that 
grow in the high elevations of the Himalayas. This 
perfume is mentioned in the Song of Solomon (1:12; 
4:13-14). 

14:7 For you have the poor with you always. Jesus’ 
statement does not show callousness towards the 
poor (Deut. 15:7-11). His compassion for those over- 
whelmed by sickness and poverty appears frequently 
in the Gospels, and He encouraged others to meet 
their needs (10:21). But He also wanted people to give 
freely and of their own volition. No one can coerce a 
gift from another; no one should criticize another's 


gift; and no one can read the heart of a giver. A giver's 
motive is known only to God. 

14:14-15 a large upper room. There is reason to 
suspect that the master of the house may have been 
Mark’s father. Mark himself may have been the young 
man of verses 51 and 52. Acts 12:12 indicates that this 
house was later used as a gathering place for many 
believers who prayed together. Tradition has it that 
this was also the “upper room” of Acts 1:13 where 
over 100 believers met on Pentecost. 

14:19 Is it I? In Greek this is actually a negative 
question that implies a negative answer. The phrase 
means “It is not |, is it?” Matthew and John both iden- 
tify the culprit as Judas, even though Mark does not 
(Matt. 26:25; John 13:26). 
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would have been good for that man if he 
had never been born.” 


Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper 

22nAnd as they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them and said, “Take, eat;* this is My 
body.” 

23Then He took the cup, and when He 
had given thanks He gave it to them, and 
they all drank from it. 24And He said to 
them, “This is My blood of the new* cov- 
enant, which is shed for many. 25Assuredly, 
I say to you, I will no longer drink of the 
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 
it new in the kingdom of God.” 

26>And when they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to the Mount of Olives. 


Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

27aThen Jesus said to them, “All of you 
will be made to stumble because of Me this 
night,* for it is written: 


T will strike the Shepherd, 
And the sheep will be scattered.”* 


28“But safter I have been raised, I will go 
before you to Galilee.” 

29tPeter said to Him, “Even if all are 
made to stumble, yet I will not be.” 

30Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say 
to you that today, even this night, before 
the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me 
three times.” 

31But he spoke more vehemently, “If I 
have to die with You, I will not deny You!” 

And they all said likewise. 


Mark 14:42 @ 1115 
The Prayer in the Garden 

32uThen they came to a place which was 
named Gethsemane; and He said to His 
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33And He 
vtook Peter, James, and John with Him, 
and He began to be troubled and deeply 
distressed. 34Then He said to them, ““My 
soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch.” 

35He went a little farther, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that if it were possible, 
the hour might pass from Him. 36And He 
said, “Abba, Father, Yall things are possi- 
ble for You. Take this cup away from Me; 
znevertheless, not what I will, but what You 
will.” 

37Then He came and found them sleep- 
ing, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you 
sleeping? Could you not watch one hour? 
38aWatch and pray, lest you enter into temp- 
tation. >The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” 

39A gain He went away and prayed, and 
spoke the same words. 40And when He re- 
turned, He found them asleep again, for 
their eyes were heavy; and they did not 
know what to answer Him. 

41Then He came the third time and said 
to them, “Are you still sleeping and rest- 
ing? It is enough! ‘The hour has come; 
behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 424Rise, let us be 
going. See, My betrayer is at hand.” 


* 14:22 NU-Text omits eat. * 14:24 NU-Text omits 
new. *14:27 NU-Text omits because of Me this 
night. ¢ Zechariah 13:7 


14:24 This is My blood. This means that the con- 
tents of this cup represented Jesus’ blood that would 
be shed for our sins. The sprinkling of blood was 
required to institute the Mosaic covenant in Exodus 
29:12 (Heb. 9:18-22). In the same way, Jesus’ blood 
shed on the cross initiated the new covenant. His 
blood was shed for many. He died on the cross in the 
place of many sinners from every nation. He paid the 
price for all of their sins. All those who believe in Him 
will receive eternal life. 

14:26 And when they had sung a hymn. What they 
sang was no doubt from the Psalms. Frequently 
Psalms 113-118 were used in connection with the 
Passover. 

14:30 before the rooster crows twice. Only Mark 
mentions Christ’s prediction of Peter’s denial. The 
incident would have remained vivid in Peter's mind 
when he related the story to Mark. 

14:34 My soul is exceeding sorrowful. The crushing 
realization of having to bear the sin of the world and 
to lose, even temporarily, the fellowship of God the 
Father was nearly more than Jesus’ soul could bear. 
14:35 the hour might pass from Him. This is a ref- 
erence to the time Jesus would bear the punishment 
for the sin of the world in His own body, becoming, as 
it were, sin for all. 

14:38 Temptation by the Flesh—Flesh in the Bible 
often means something other than the substance of 
the human body. It is used constantly to refer to the 
carnal, sinful principle within man that is opposed to 


God (Rom. 8:7). The actions produced by the flesh 
are given in detail in Galatians 5:19-21. Among these 
are all types of sexual immorality, impurity, hatred, 
anger, envy, and drunkenness. A person whose life is 
characterized by these sins cannot be a true Christian 
and is under the wrath of God (Gal. 5:21; Eph. 2:3). 
Though the flesh is not eradicated for the Christian, 
he does have the power to deny it (Rom. 7:15-25). 
He possesses a new nature empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. The solution to the urges of the flesh lies in 
acknowledging that the power of sin was nullified 
by Jesus’ death (Rom. 6:11) and in living under the 
control of the Spirit’s power (Gal. 5:16). The latter is 
a moment-by-moment dependence in faith on the 
Spirit’s power. The believer must choose by an act of 
his will to benefit from the Spirit's enablement. 
14:39-41 Again He went away. The three apostles 
were exhorted to watch and pray several times, and 
no doubt truly desired to uphold their Lord in His 
deepest hour of need. Yet physical fatigue overcame 
spiritual alertness. 
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Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane 

43e And immediately, while He was still 
speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with 
a great multitude with swords and clubs, 
came from the chief priests and the scribes 
and the elders. 44Now His betrayer had 
given them a signal, saying, “Whomever 
I fkiss, He is the One; seize Him and lead 
Him away safely.” 

45As soon as he had come, immediately 
he went up to Him and said to Him, “Rabbi, 
Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 

46Then they laid their hands on Him and 
took Him. 47And one of those who stood by 
drew his sword and struck the servant of 
the high priest, and cut off his ear. 

48sThen Jesus answered and said to 
them, “Have you come out, as against 
a robber, with swords and clubs to take 
Me? 49I was daily with you in the temple 
hteaching, and you did not seize Me. But 
ithe Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 

50iThen they all forsook Him and fled. 


A Young Man Flees Naked 

5INow a certain young man followed 
Him, having a linen cloth thrown around 
his naked body. And the young men laid 
hold of him, 52and he left the linen cloth 
and fled from them naked. 


Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin 

53kAnd they led Jesus away to the high 
priest; and with him were ‘assembled 
all the chief priests, the elders, and the 
scribes. >4But "Peter followed Him at a dis- 
tance, right into the courtyard of the high 
priest. And he sat with the servants and 
warmed himself at the fire. 

550Now the chief priests and all the coun- 
cil sought testimony against Jesus to put 
Him to death, but found none. 56For many 
bore false witness against Him, but their 
testimonies did not agree. 

57Then some rose up and bore false 
witness against Him, saying, 58“We heard 
Him say, “I will destroy this temple made 
with hands, and within three days I will 
build another made without hands.’” 59But 
not even then did their testimony agree. 


60rAnd the high priest stood up in the 
midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You 
answer nothing? What is it these men tes- 
tify against You?” ®!But sHe kept silent and 
answered nothing. 

tAgain the high priest asked Him, say- 
ing to Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed?” 

62Jesus said, “I am. “And you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
the Power, and coming with the clouds of 
heaven.” 

63Then the high priest tore his clothes 
and said, “What further need do we have 
of witnesses? §4You have heard the Vblas- 
phemy! What do you think?” 

And they all condemned Him to be de- 
serving of “death. 

65Then some began to xspit on Him, and 
to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to 
say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers 
struck Him with the palms of their hands.* 


Peter Denies Jesus, and Weeps 

66yNow as Peter was below in the court- 
yard, one of the servant girls of the high 
priest came. 67And when she saw Peter 
warming himself, she looked at him and said, 
“You also were with 7Jesus of Nazareth.” 

68But he denied it, saying, “I neither 
know nor understand what you are say- 
ing.” And he went out on the porch, and a 
rooster crowed. 

69aAnd the servant girl saw him again, 
and began to say to those who stood by, 
“This is one of them.” 7But he denied it 
again. 

bAnd a little later those who stood by 
said to Peter again, “Surely you are one 
of them; ‘for you are a Galilean, and your 
speech shows it.”* 

71Then he began to curse and swear, “I 
do not know this Man of whom you speak!” 

724A second time the rooster crowed. 
Then Peter called to mind the word that 
Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” 
And when he thought about it, he wept. 


* 14:65 NU-Text reads received Him with slaps. 
* 14:70 NU-Text omits and your speech shows it. 


14:43 with a great multitude. Judas came with a 
detachment of troops (John 18:3). It was one-tenth of 
a Roman legion or roughly 600 men. 

14:50-52 young man. Only Mark tells of this incident 
and many believe that this young man was Mark him- 
self. How else would he have known this story, and 
why else should he have included it? If it was Mark, 
and if the Last Supper was at his home that evening, 
he could easily have risen from bed, pulled ona linen 
sheet, and followed the disciples. 

14:61 He kept silent. Jesus remained silent before 
Pilate and Herod Antipas. Finally they could find 
nothing substantial with which to charge Him. the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed. The trial was over, and 
Jesus stood falsely condemned for blasphemy, which 
in this context means laying claim to deity. Naturally, 


this is the boast of a liar or a lunatic—unless He is 
the Almighty God in human flesh, as Jesus was (Phil. 
2:5-8; 1 John 1:13). 

14:71-72 the rooster crowed. We are not told that 
Peter thought at all about Jesus’ words. If he did, 
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14:44 1 [Prov. 27:6] 


Jesus Faces Pilate 
1 Immediately, “in the morning, the 
chief priests held a consultation with 

the elders and scribes and the whole coun- 
cil; and they bound Jesus, led Him away, 
and delivered Him to Pilate. 2¢-Then Pi- 
late asked Him, “Are You the King of the 
Jews?” 

He answered and said to him, “It is as 
you Say.” 

3And the chief priests accused Him of 
many things, but He 4answered nothing. 
4eThen Pilate asked Him again, saying, 
“Do You answer nothing? See how many 
things they testify against You!”* 5/But 
Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate 
marveled. 


Taking the Place of Barabbas 

6Now £at the feast he was accustomed to 
releasing one prisoner to them, whomever 
they requested. 7And there was one named 
Barabbas, who was chained with his fel- 
low rebels; they had committed murder in 
the rebellion. 8Then the multitude, crying 
aloud,* began to ask him to do just as he 
had always done for them. 9But Pilate an- 
swered them, saying, “Do you want me to 
release to you the King of the Jews?” 1°For 
he knew that the chief priests had handed 
Him over because of envy. 

UBut "the chief priests stirred up the 
crowd, so that he should rather release 
Barabbas to them. !2Pilate answered and 
said to them again, “What then do you 
want me to do with Him whom you call the 
iKing of the Jews?” 

13So they cried out again, “Crucify Him!” 

4Then Pilate said to them, “Why, ‘what 
evil has He done?” 

But they cried out all the more, “Crucify 
Him!” 

I5kSo Pilate, wanting to gratify the 
crowd, released Barabbas to them; and 
he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged 
Him, to be 'crucified. 
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The Soldiers Mock Jesus 

16mThen the soldiers led Him away into 
the hall called Praetorium, and they called 
together the whole garrison. !7And they 
clothed Him with purple; and they twisted 
a crown of thorns, put it on His head, !8and 
began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 18Then they "struck Him on the head 
with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing 
the knee, they worshiped Him. 2°And when 
they had °mocked Him, they took the pur- 
ple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, 
and led Him out to crucify Him. 


1117 


The King on a Cross 

2Ip»Then they compelled a certain man, 
Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexan- 
der and Rufus, as he was coming out of 
the country and passing by, to bear His 
cross. 22aAnd they brought Him to the 
place Golgotha, which is translated, Place 
of a Skull. 23°Then they gave Him wine 
mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did 
not take it. 24And when they crucified 
Him, sthey divided His garments, casting 
lots for them to determine what every 
man should take. 

25Now tit was the third hour, and they 
crucified Him. 26And “the inscription of 
His accusation was written above: 


THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


27vWith Him they also crucified two rob- 
bers, one on His right and the other on 
His left. 28So the Scripture was fulfilled* 
which says, ““And He was numbered with 
the transgressors.”* 

29nd xthose who passed by blasphemed 
Him, ywagging their heads and saying, 
“Aha! You who destroy the temple and 
build it in three days, 2°save Yourself, and 
come down from the cross!” 


* 15:4 NU-Text reads of which they accuse You. 
* 15:8 NU-Text reads goingup. * 15:28 Isaiah 
53:12 ¢ NU-Text omits this verse. 


maybe he tried to conceal his identity more carefully, 
but to no avail. Each of the other Gospel writers tells 
us that the cock crowed immediately upon Peter's 
final denial (Matt. 26:74; Luke 22:60; John 18:27). This 
time he thought about it, and he wept. 

15:1-3 held a consultation. Rather than murdering 
Jesus privately, the Jewish politicians decided to seek 
Pilate’s approval so they could execute the “blas- 
phemer” legally. Their charges included many things 
but apparently centered on treason. Jesus claimed 
to be a king, thus defying Caesar (Luke 23:2). This 
crime was punishable in the Roman Empire by death. 
Pilate must have concluded that the charges against 
Jesus were groundless, for Mark tells us he desired to 
release Him. 

15:15 after he had scourged Him. This word, used 
only twice in the New Testament (Matt. 27:26 and 
here), describes a punishment more severe than flog- 
ging or beating. The prisoner was beaten with a whip 
fashioned of numerous strips of leather attached to a 
handle. To the leather strips were tied sharp pieces of 


bone and metal, which could rip and tear one’s skin 
to shreds. 

15:22 Golgotha is an Aramaic word. The hill may 
have resembled the bony features of a skull or was 
called this because it was a place of death. The name 
Calvary comes from the Latin word for skull. 

15:25 the third hour. This was 9 A.M., using a com- 
mon Jewish system of marking the day. Jesus suf- 
ered on the cross until at least 3 P.m., the ninth hour 
of verse 34. 
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31Likewise the chief priests also, “mock- 
ing among themselves with the scribes, 
said, “He saved others; Himself He cannot 
save. 32Let the Christ, the King of Israel, 
descend now from the cross, that we may 
see and believe.”* 

Even cthose who were crucified with 
Him reviled Him. 


Jesus Dies on the Cross 

33Now 4¢when the sixth hour had 
come, there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour. 34And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a 
loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sa- 
bachthani?” which is translated, e“My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?”* 

35Some of those who stood by, when they 
heard that, said, “Look, He is calling for 
Elijah!” 36Then fsomeone ran and filled a 
sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, 
and “offered it to Him to drink, saying, “Let 
Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to 
take Him down.” 

37hAnd Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
and breathed His last. 

38Then ‘the veil of the temple was torn 
in two from top to bottom. 39So iwhen the 
centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw 
that He cried out like this and breathed 
His last,* he said, “Truly this Man was the 
Son of God!” 

40kThere were also women looking 
on 'from afar, among whom were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
the Less and of Joses, and Salome, 4!who 
also "followed Him and ministered to Him 
when He was in Galilee, and many other 
women who came up with Him to Jeru- 
salem. 


Jesus Buried in Joseph's Tomb 
42nNow when evening had come, 
because it was the Preparation Day, 


that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43Jo- 
seph of Arimathea, a prominent council 
member, who was himself waiting for 
the kingdom of God, coming and taking 
courage, went in to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. 44Pilate marveled that 
He was already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him if He had been 
dead for some time. 45So when he found 
out from the centurion, Phe granted the 
body to Joseph. 467Then he bought fine 
linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him 
in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb 
which had been hewn out of the rock, 
and rolled a stone against the door of the 
tomb. 47And Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of Joses observed where He 
was laid. 


He Is Risen 
16 Now ¢when the Sabbath was past, 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the moth- 
er of James, and Salome bought spices, 
that they might come and anoint Him. 
2cVery early in the morning, on the first 
day of the week, they came to the tomb 
when the sun had risen. 3And they said 
among themselves, “Who will roll away 
the stone from the door of the tomb for 
us?” 4But when they looked up, they saw 
that the stone had been rolled away—for it 
was very large. 54And entering the tomb, 
they saw a young man clothed in a long 
white robe sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed. 

SeBut he said to them, “Do not be 
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. 
See the place where they laid Him. 7But 
go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He 
is going before you into Galilee; there you 
will see Him, fas He said to you.” 


* 15:32 M-Text reads believe Him. * 15:34 Psalm 
22:1 * 15:39 NU-Text reads that He thus 
breathed His last. 


15:32 Let the Christ. Jesus was mockingly called the 
Christ or Messiah by the chief priests and scribes. 
Their offer to believe in Christ if He would descend 
from the cross was not believable. 

15:37 Jesus cried out with a loud voice. Frequently, 
crucifixion produced a coma or unconsciousness 
prior to death, but Jesus was in control of all His fac- 
ulties until the moment when He voluntarily gave up 
His life John 10:17-18). 

15:38 the veil of the temple. The significance of 
this event is that access to God is now open to all. 
No longer through priests and the blood of bulls and 
goats do we approach God, but through the torn veil, 
which also symbolizes Jesus’ broken and torn body 
(Heb. 10:20). 

15:40-41 There were also women looking on. 
These women were true disciples of Christ. They had 
ministered to Jesus’ needs and would be the first wit- 
nesses of His resurrection. Mark does not name Jesus’ 
mother here but includes other prominent women. 
Three Marys were present along with many other 


women and Salome. She was the mother of the disci- 
ples James and John (Matt. 27:56). 

15:43 Joseph of Arimathea. He is identified as a 
prominent member of the Sanhedrin. To ask Pilate 
for the body of Jesus was not just a gesture of kind- 
ness. It was an act of bravery, which placed Joseph in 
opposition to the Sanhedrin and identified him as a 
follower of Jesus. 

16:5-6 a young man... sitting on the right side. 
Mark does not identify the young man with the robe 
as an angel, but he is there to explain the mystery 
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8So they went out quickly* and fled 
from the tomb, for they trembled and were 
amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, 
for they were afraid. 


Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen 


Lord 


SNow when He rose early on the first 
day of the week, He appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, "out of whom He had cast sev- 
en demons. She went and told those who 
had been with Him, as they mourned and 
wept. 1/And when they heard that He was 
alive and had been seen by her, they did 
not believe. 


Jesus Appears to Two Disciples 

After that, He appeared in another 
form *to two of them as they walked and 
went into the country. #3And they went and 
told it to the rest, but they did not believe 
them either. 


The Great Commission 

14] ater He appeared to the eleven as 
they sat at the table; and He rebuked their 
unbelief and hardness of heart, because 
they did not believe those who had seen 
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Him after He had risen. ™And He said to 
them, “Go into all the world "and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 160>-He who 
believes and is baptized will be saved; 
Pbut he who does not believe will be con- 
demned. !7And these ¢signs will follow 
those who believe: ‘In My name they will 
cast out demons; sthey will speak with 
new tongues; 18tthey* will take up ser- 
pents; and if they drink anything dead- 
ly, it will by no means hurt them; “they 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.” 


Christ Ascends to God's Right Hand 

19So then, vafter the Lord had spoken 
to them, He was vreceived up into heaven, 
and xsat down at the right hand of God. 
20And they went out and preached every- 
where, the Lord working with them yand 
confirming the word through the accom- 
panying signs. Amen.* 


* 16:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit quickly. 

* 16:18 NU-Text reads and in their hands they will. 
* 16:20 Verses 9-20 are bracketed in NU-Text as 
not original. They are lacking in Codex Sinaiticus 
and Codex Vaticanus, although nearly all other 
manuscripts of Mark contain them. 


that confronts the women. He is risen. In the passive 
voice, this indicates that an act of God accomplished 
the raising up of Jesus. 

16:9-20 Now when He rose. The authenticity of 
these last twelve verses has been disputed. Those who 
doubt Mark's authorship of this passage point to two 
fourth-century manuscripts that omit these verses. 
Others believe that they should be included because 
even these two manuscripts leave space for all or some 
of these verses, indicating that their copyists knew of 
their existence. The difficulty is in knowing whether 
the space is for this longer version of Mark's ending 
or for one of the alternate endings found in the man- 
uscripts. Important early church fathers endorsed this 
passage, and it does not seem likely that Mark would 
end his story on a note of fear (v. 8). 


16:14 to the eleven. After Judas’ demise (Matt. 
27:3-5; Acts 1:16-18), the disciples were known for a 
while as the eleven. Jesus upbraided these disciples 
for not believing the accounts of eyewitnesses, but 
He pronounced a blessing on “those who have not 
seen and yet have believed” (John 20:29). 

16:19 He was received up into heaven. This was the 
final sign that Jesus was the Son of God. 
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16:20/ [Heb. 2:4] 


THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


LUKE 


> AUTHOR: It is evident from the prologues to Luke and Acts (1:1-4; Acts 1:1-5) 
that both books were addressed to a man called Theophilus as a two-volume work. 
Acts begins with a summary of Luke and continues the story from where the Gos- 
pel of Luke concludes. Luke may have been a Hellenistic Jew, but it is more likely 
that he was a Gentile (this would make him the only Gentile contributor to the New 
Testament). It has been suggested that Luke may have been a Greek physician to a 
Roman family who at some point was set free and given Roman citizenship. Luke 
was not an eyewitness of the events in his Gospel, but he relied on the testimony of 
apostolic eyewitnesses and reliable written sources. 

> TIME: c. 4 B.c.-A.D. 33 > KEY VERSE: Luke 19:10 

> THEME: The beginning of Luke makes reference to the fact that there was a great 
deal of oral tradition concerning Jesus circulating during the first century. The rapid 
growth of the church (over 3,000 on the Day of Pentecost alone) meant that there 
would have been potential for significant variety in stories about Jesus. Luke's stat- 
ed agenda is reliability. Where Matthew goes to great lengths to tie Jesus’ story to 
the history of the Jews, Luke is more interested in where the story fits in the history 
of the human race. Throughout the book, Christ reaches out to people from a vari- 
ety of social strata, nationalities, and cultures. Luke sees Jesus as the Savior of the 


whole world. 


Dedication to Theophilus 

Inasmuch as many have taken in 

hand to set in order a narrative of 
those “things which have been fulfilled* 
among us, 2just as those who >from the 
beginning were ‘eyewitnesses and min- 
isters of the word @delivered them to 
us, 3it seemed good to me also, having 
had perfect understanding of all things 
from the very first, to write to you an or- 
derly account, emost excellent Theophi- 
lus, 4fthat you may know the certainty 
of those things in which you were in- 
structed. 


John’s Birth Announced 


to Zacharias 

5There was “in the days of Herod, the 
king of Judea, a certain priest named 
Zacharias, "of the division of ‘Abijah. His 
jiwife was of the daughters of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were 
both righteous before God, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blameless. 7But they had no child, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and they 
were both well advanced in years. 


* 1:1 Or are most surely believed 


1:1 many have taken in hand to set in order. Luke 
makes it clear that he was not the first to write a nar- 
rative of the ministry of Jesus. 

1:2 eyewitnesses. These verses suggest that Luke 
was not an eyewitness to the events of Jesus’ min- 
istry, but that he had access to statements of those 
who were. 

1:3 orderly account. Luke gave his narrative a 
basic structure. Not every part is in chronological 
sequence, but the broad sequence is Christ’s ministry 
in Galilee, His travel to Jerusalem, and His struggles 
in Jerusalem. The order of events shows how Jesus 
gradually revealed Himself and how opposition to 
Him grew. 

1:4 the certainty. Theophilus was likely a young Gen- 
tile believer. He not only needed to know the truth 
and accuracy of what the church taught, but he also 


needed to be reassured. He might well have been 
wondering what he as a Gentile was doing in a move- 
ment which was originally Jewish. 

1:5 Herod. He was appointed by the Roman emperor 
and reigned over Judea, Samaria, Galilee, Perea, and 
Syria from 37 to 4 B.C. 

1:7 Elizabeth was barren. Being childless was a 
grave disappointment in ancient Israel (1 Sam. 1). 
The Scriptures record a number of times when God 
blessed a barren woman by giving her a son (Gen. 
18:11; 21:2). 


1:17 John 20:31 
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1:59 Matt. 2:1 "1 Chr. 


8So it was, that while he was serving 
as priest before God in the order of his 
division, 9according to the custom of the 
priesthood, his lot fell *to burn incense 
when he went into the temple of the Lord. 
10:And the whole multitude of the people 
was praying outside at the hour of incense. 
11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him, standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. !2And when Zacharias saw him, 
nhe was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

1BBut the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; 
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and °you shall call his name John. 
M4And you will have joy and gladness, and 
Pmany will rejoice at his birth. 15For he 
will be ¢great in the sight of the Lord, and 
rshall drink neither wine nor strong drink. 
He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
seven from his mother’s womb. !6And he 
will turn many of the children of Israel to 
the Lord their God. !7tHe will also go before 
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil- 
dren,” and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just, to make ready a people pre- 
pared for the Lord.” 

18A nd Zacharias said to the angel, ““How 
shall I know this? For Iam an old man, and 
my wife is well advanced in years.” 

19And the angel answered and said to 
him, “I am vGabriel, who stands in the pres- 
ence of God, and was sent to speak to you 
and bring you these glad wtidings. 29But 
behold, *you will be mute and not able to 
speak until the day these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words 
which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 

21And the people waited for Zacharias, 
and marveled that he lingered so long in 
the temple. 22But when he came out, he 
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could not speak to them; and they per- 
ceived that he had seen a vision in the tem- 
ple, for he beckoned to them and remained 
speechless. 

23So it was, as soon as Ythe days of his 
service were completed, that he departed to 
his own house. 24Now after those days his 
wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid her- 
self five months, saying, 25“Thus the Lord 
has dealt with me, in the days when He 
looked on me, to ztake away my reproach 
among people.” 


Christ’s Birth Announced to Mary 

26Now in the sixth month the angel Ga- 
briel was sent by God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin “betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And having come in, the angel said 
to her, >“Rejoice, highly favored one, cthe 
Lord is with you; blessed are you among 
women!”* 

29But when she saw him,* 4she was trou- 
bled at his saying, and considered what 
manner of greeting this was. 29Then the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 3!/And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bring forth a Son, and Sshall call His 
name JESUS. 32He will be great, "and will 
be called the Son of the Highest; and ‘the 
Lord God will give Him the ‘throne of His 
kfather David. 33!And He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom 
there will be no end.” 

34Then Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I do not know a man?” 


* 1:17 Malachi 4:5, 6 
blessed are you among women. 
omits when she saw him. 


* 1:28 NU-Text omits 
* 1:29 NU-Text 


1:8-9 the custom of the priesthood. Zacharias 
served for one week twice a year at the temple, one 
of perhaps 18,000 priests who served in a year. 

1:13 Do not be afraid. Angels often calmed the fears 
of those to whom they appeared (v. 30; 2:10; Gen. 15:1; 
Dan. 10:12; Matt. 1:20; Acts 18:9; Rev. 1:17). 

1:14 joy and gladness. Joy is a major theme through- 
out the writings of Luke (vv. 44,47,58; 2:10; 10:20; 
13:17; 15:5—-7; Acts 5:41). 

1:15 shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. As 
with Samuel and Samson, a vow was imposed on the 
child that indicated his special consecration to the 
Lord. filled with the Holy Spirit. Being filled with the 
Spirit means being directed by Him and obedient to 
Him (Eph. 5:18). 

1:17 in the spirit and power of Elijah. John was the 
forerunner of the Messiah. This description recalls 
Matthew 3:1-6. John’s ministry paralleled Elijah, 
for both prophets called Israel to repentance (1 Kin. 
17:18). 

1:19 Gabriel. Two angels are named in the Bible who 
function as messengers. Michael is the other one 
(Dan. 8:16; 9:21; 10:13,21; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7). 

1:25 my reproach. |n ancient Israel barrenness 
was seen as a cause for shame. The “opening of 


the womb” indicated God's grace (Gen. 21:6; 30:23; 
1 Sam. 1:2). In this verse, Elizabeth praises the Lord for 
mercifully blessing her even as He moved His plan for 
all of human history forward. 

1:32 the Highest. This phrase is another way of 
referring to the majesty of God. David. Jesus fulfilled 
God’s promise to David concerning an unending 
dynasty. 

1:34 How can this be. Mary did not ask for a sign, so 
this remark does not reflect unbelief. She accepts her 
role without question in verse 38, and thus is a model 
of faith, even though she does not fully understand 
everything. The work of God in Mary introduces 
something unknown before or after; the birth into 
the human race of One who is both God and man. 
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1122 @ Luke1:35 

35And the angel answered and said to 
her, ™“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Highest will over- 
shadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One 
who is to be born will be called "the Son of 
God. 36Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative 
has also conceived a son in her old age; and 
this is now the sixth month for her who was 
called barren. 37For °with God nothing will 
be impossible.” 

38Then Mary said, “Behold the maidser- 
vant of the Lord! Let it be to me accord- 
ing to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her. 


Mary Visits Elizabeth 

39Now Mary arose in those days and 
went into the hill country with haste, »to 
a city of Judah, #°and entered the house of 
Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41And 
it happened, when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in 
her womb; and Elizabeth was ¢filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 42Then she spoke out with 
a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb! 43But why is this granted 
to me, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44For indeed, as soon as the 
voice of your greeting sounded in my 
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 
45sBlessed is she who believed, for there 
will be a fulfillment of those things which 
were told her from the Lord.” 


The Song of Mary 
46And Mary said: 


t“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 And my spirit has “rejoiced in VGod 
my Savior. 
48 For “He has regarded the lowly state 
of His maidservant; 
For behold, henceforth xall generations 
will call me blessed. 
49 For He who is mighty vhas done great 
things for me, 
And zholy is His name. 
50 And ¢His mercy is on those who fear 
Him 
From generation to generation. 


51 bHe has shown strength with His arm; 
cHe has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts. 
52 dHe has put down the mighty from 
their thrones, 
And exalted the lowly. 
53 He has @filled the hungry with good 
things, 
And the rich He has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped His fservant Israel, 
2In remembrance of His mercy, 
55 hAs He spoke to our ‘fathers, 
To Abraham and to his /seed forever.” 


56And Mary remained with her about 
three months, and returned to her house. 


Birth of John the Baptist 

57Now Elizabeth’s full time came for her 
to be delivered, and she brought forth a 
son. 58When her neighbors and relatives 
heard how the Lord had shown great mer- 
cy to her, they ’rejoiced with her. 


Circumcision of John the Baptist 

59So it was, ‘on the eighth day, that they 
came to circumcise the child; and they 
would have called him by the name of his 
father, Zacharias. His mother answered 
and said, ™“No; he shall be called John.” 

61But they said to her, “There is no one 
among your relatives who is called by this 
name.” 62So they made signs to his father— 
what he would have him called. 

63nd he asked for a writing tablet, and 
wrote, saying, “His name is John.” So they 
all marveled. §4Immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, praising God. 6Then fear came on 
all who dwelt around them; and all these 
sayings were discussed throughout all the 
hill country of Judea. 66And all those who 
heard them"kept them in their hearts, say- 
ing, “What kind of child will this be?” And 
othe hand of the Lord was with him. 


Zacharias’ Prophecy 

67Now his father Zacharias was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, say- 
ing: 


1:35 The Holy Spirit will come upon you. This is a 
direct declaration of Jesus’ divine conception. The 
child’s conception means He is uniquely set apart. 
1:38 maidservant. This term suggests humility 
before the Lord and a readiness for faithful and 
obedient service, which should characterize every 
believer. Paul uses the masculine form of this word to 
describe himself (Rom. 1:1). 

1:46 My soul magnifies the Lord. The following 
hymn gets its name, the “Magnificat,” from the Latin 
word for magnifies. Mary's hymn is a recital of what 
God had done for her and for others in the past. 

1:48 all generations will call me blessed. Mary went 
from being a poor unknown Hebrew girl to the most 
honored woman in the history of the world. 

1:50 mercy. This term expresses the Old Testament 
concept of God's loyal, gracious, faithful love (Ps. 103). 


1:51-53 He has put down the mighty. These verses 
portray a “reversal” in the end times, when those who 
have abused power will be judged and those who 
have suffered persecution will be exalted. 

1:67 Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and 
prophesied. The presence of the Holy Spirit enabled 
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68 “Blessed¢ is the Lord God of Israel, 
For ‘He has visited and redeemed His 


people, 
69 sAnd has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us 
In the house of His servant 
David, 
70 tAs He spoke by the mouth of His holy 
prophets, 
Who have been “since the world 
began, 
71 That we should be saved from our 
enemies 


And from the hand of all who hate us, 
72 vTo perform the mercy promised to our 
fathers 
And to remember His holy covenant, 
73 ~The oath which He swore to our father 
Abraham: 
7” To grant us that we, 
Being delivered from the hand of our 
enemies, 
Might xserve Him without fear, 
7 yIn holiness and righteousness before 
Him all the days of our life. 


76 “And you, child, will be called the 
zprophet of the Highest; 

For ¢you will go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare His ways, 
77 To give /knowledge of salvation to His 
people 
By the remission of their sins, 
78 Through the tender mercy of our God, 
With which the Dayspring from on 
high has visited* us; 

79 cTo give light to those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of 
death, 

To ¢guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 


80So ¢the child grew and became strong 
in spirit, and ‘was in the deserts till the day 
of his manifestation to Israel. 


Luke 2:13 @ 1123 
Christ Born of Mary 

And it came to pass in those days that 

a decree went out from Caesar Au- 
gustus that all the world should be regis- 
tered. 2¢This census first took place while 
Quirinius was governing Syria. 3So all 
went to be registered, everyone to his own 
city. 

4Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to 
bthe city of David, which is called Beth- 
lehem, “because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 5to be registered with 
Mary, ¢his betrothed wife,* who was with 
child. ®So it was, that while they were 
there, the days were completed for her to 
be delivered. 7And eshe brought forth her 
firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swad- 
dling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in 
the inn. 


Glory in the Highest 

8Now there were in the same coun- 
try shepherds living out in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 
98And behold,* an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, fand they were great- 
ly afraid. !©Then the angel said to them, 
s“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy "which will 
be to all people. ’For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David ia Savior, 
kwho is Christ the Lord. !2And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a 
manger.” 

131 And suddenly there was with the an- 
gel a multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God and saying: 


* 1:78 NU-Text reads shall visit. * 2:5 NU-Text 
omits wife. *2:9 NU-Text omits behold. 


Zacharias to announce God's promise. Zacharias’s 
hymn is called the “Benedictus” from its first word in 
the Latin Vulgate translation. There are three types 
of prophecy in the Bible: foretelling future events, 
forth-telling the Word of God, and praising God. 
Zacharias's prophecy includes all three. 

1:69 horn of salvation. The horn of an ox is a sym- 
bol of power (Deut. 33:17; 1 Sam. 2:10; 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 
75:4-5,10; 132:17; Ezek. 29:21). 

1:77 knowledge of salvation. John's task was to 
prepare the people by informing them of their need 
to repent (3:1-14) and of the One who was coming 
(3:15-18). 

1:78 the Dayspring from on high has visited us. This 
phrase is a reference to the coming of Messiah (Num. 
24:17; Mal. 4:2). 

2:1-2 Augustus. This was the Roman emperor from 
31 B.C. to A.D. 14. Quirinius. Quirinius was the gover- 
nor or administrator of a major census organized to 
facilitate the collection of taxes. 

2:3-4 to be registered. The registration, following 
Jewish custom, took place at a person’s ancestral 


home (2 Sam. 24). The journey from Nazareth to Beth- 
lehem was about 90 miles, at least a three-day trip. 
2:9 glory. This word refers to evidence of God's 
majestic presence, later associated with Jesus (Acts 
7:55). In this scene, the glory is the appearance of light 
in the midst of darkness. 

2:11 Savior, who is Christ the Lord. These three titles 
together summarize the saving work of Jesus and His 
sovereign position. What God was called in 1:47, Jesus 
is called here. The word Christ means “Anointed,” 
referring to Jesus’ royal, messianic position. The word 
Lord was the title of a ruler. 
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1124 @ Luke2:14 
M4 “Glory™ to God in the highest, 
And on earth "peace, °goodwill toward 
men!”* 


15So it was, when the angels had gone 
away from them into heaven, that the shep- 
herds said to one another, “Let us now go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
come to pass, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16And they came with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe 
lying in a manger. 17Now when they had 
seen Him, they made widely* known the 
saying which was told them concerning 
this Child. !8And all those who heard it 
marveled at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. 19»But Mary kept 
all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 2°Then the shepherds returned, glo- 
rifying and “praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
them. 


Circumcision of Jesus 

21rAnd when eight days were complet- 
ed for the circumcision of the Child,* His 
name was called sJESUS, the name given 
by the angel ‘before He was conceived in 
the womb. 


Jesus Presented in the Temple 
22Now when “the days of her purification 
according to the law of Moses were com- 
pleted, they brought Him to Jerusalem to 
present Him to the Lord 23v(as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, w“Every male who 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
LORD”),* 24and to offer a sacrifice according 
to what is said in the law of the Lord, x“A 
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”* 


Simeon Sees God's Salvation 

25And behold, there was a man in Jeru- 
salem whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was just and devout, Ywaiting for the 
Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him. 26And it had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 
zsee death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ. 27So he came “by the Spirit into the 


temple. And when the parents brought in 
the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to 
the custom of the law, 28he took Him up in 
his arms and blessed God and said: 


29 “Lord, "now You are letting Your 
servant depart in peace, 
According to Your word; 
30 For my eyes Chave seen Your salvation 
31 Which You have prepared before the 
face of all peoples, 
32 dA light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles, 
And the glory of Your people Israel.” 


33And Joseph and His mother* marveled 
at those things which were spoken of Him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them, and said to 
Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is 
destined for the ¢fall and rising of many in 
Israel, and for fa sign which will be spoken 
against 35(yes, a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that the thoughts of 
many hearts may be revealed.” 


Anna Bears Witness 


to the Redeemer 

36Now there was one, Anna, a prophet- 
ess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe 
of "Asher. She was of a great age, and had 
lived with a husband seven years from her 
virginity; 37and this woman was a widow 
of about eighty-four years,* who did not de- 
part from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers inight and day. 38And 
coming in that instant she gave thanks to 
the Lord,* and spoke of Him to all those 
who ‘looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 


The Family Returns to Nazareth 
39So when they had performed all 

things according to the law of the Lord, 

they returned to Galilee, to their own city, 


* 2:14 NU-Text reads toward men of goodwill. 
*2:17 NU-Text omits widely. * 2:21 NU-Text 
reads for His circumcision. * 2:23 Exodus 13:2, 
12,15 *2:24 Leviticus 12:8 *2:33 NU-Text 
reads And His father and mother. * 2:37 NU- 
Text reads a widow until she was eighty-four. 

* 2:38 NU-Text reads to God. 


2:14 peace, goodwill toward men. Peace is not for 
everyone, but for those who please God. 

2:21 when eight days. According to the law, a Jew- 
ish boy was to be circumcised on his eighth day (Gen. 
17:12; Lev. 12:3). 

2:25 Consolation of Israel. Simeon was waiting for 
the comforter of Israel, a hope that parallels the hope 
of national deliverance expressed in the two hymns 
of chapter one. This deliverance would involve the 
work of Messiah, as verse 26 suggests. 

2:32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles. This 
is the first explicit statement in Luke that includes 
both Jew and Gentile. Salvation is portrayed as light 
(1:79). It would be a revelation to Gentiles because 
they would be able to participate in God's blessing 
with a fullness that had not been revealed in the Old 
Testament (Eph. 2:11—3:7). 


2:36 there was one, Anna, a prophetess. Anna's 
work as a prophetess in the temple court suggests 
that she addressed all who would listen to her, as did 
Miriam (Ex. 15:20), Deborah (Judg. 4:4), and Huldah 
2 Kin. 22:14). 
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Nazareth. 492And the Child grew and be- 
came strong in spirit,* filled with wisdom; 
and the grace of God was upon Him. 


The Boy Jesus Amazes the Scholars 

41His parents went to Jerusalem “every 
year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And 
when He was twelve years old, they went 
up to Jerusalem according to the "custom 
of the feast. 48 When they had finished the 
odays, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lin- 
gered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph 
and His mother* did not know it; 44but sup- 
posing Him to have been in the company, 
they went a day’s journey, and sought Him 
among their relatives and acquaintances. 
45So when they did not find Him, they re- 
turned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46Now 
so it was that after three days they found 
Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of 
the teachers, both listening to them and 
asking them questions. 47And Pall who 
heard Him were astonished at His under- 
standing and answers. 48So when they saw 
Him, they were amazed; and His mother 
said to Him, “Son, why have You done this 
to us? Look, Your father and I have sought 
You anxiously.” 

49And He said to them, “Why did you 
seek Me? Did you not know that I must be 
dabout "My Father’s business?” 59But sthey 
did not understand the statement which He 
spoke to them. 


Jesus Advances in Wisdom and Favor 

51Then He went down with them and 
came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, 
but His mother tkept all these things in her 
heart. 52And Jesus “increased in wisdom 
and stature, vand in favor with God and 
men. 


John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, 2Pontius Pilate being 

governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of 


Luke 3:11 @ 1125 
Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysani- 
as tetrarch of Abilene, 2while »Annas and 
Caiaphas were high priests,* the word of 
God came to ‘John the son of Zacharias 
in the wilderness. 34And he went into all 
the region around the Jordan, preaching a 
baptism of repentance efor the remission 
of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: 


t“The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the LORD; 
Make His paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled 
And every mountain and hill brought 
low; 
The crooked places shall be made 
straight 
And the rough ways smooth; 
6 And dm flesh shall see the salvation of 
od.?* 


John Preaches to the People 

7Then he said to the multitudes that 
came out to be baptized by him, "“Brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8Therefore bear fruits 
iworthy of repentance, and do not begin 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father.’ For I say to you that God is 
able to raise up children to Abraham from 
these stones. 9And even now the ax is laid 
to the root of the trees. Therefore ievery 
tree which does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 

10So the people asked him, saying, 
k“What shall we do then?” 

He answered and said to them, '“He 
who has two tunics, let him give to him 
who has none; and he who has food, let 
him do likewise.” 


*2:40 NU-Text omits in spirit. * 2:43 NU-Text 
reads And His parents. *3:2 NU-Text and 
M-Text read in the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas. *3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5 


2:41 to Jerusalem every year. The annual pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem was customary for many who lived 
outside the city. The laws commanded three pilgrim- 
ages for the men each year: Passover, Pentecost, and 
the Feast of Tabernacles (Ex. 23:14-17; Deut. 16:16). 
2:49 | must be about My Father’s business. This is 
the first indication in Luke’s Gospel that Jesus knew 
He had a unique mission and a unique relationship to 
the Father. 

3:1-2 Tiberius Caesar ... Pontius Pilate... 
Herod... Annas... Caiaphas. The various rulers 
that Luke lists show the complexity of the historical 
and political situation in Israel during Jesus’ day. A 
first-century Israelite had to deal with the edicts of 
the Roman emperor, the regulations of the governor 
over Israel, and the judgments of the religious leaders 
of Israel. 

3:4-6 Prepare the way of the Lorp. This citation 
from Isaiah 40:3-5 declares the coming of God's 
deliverance. Luke cites the text more fully than Mat- 
thew or Mark. He carries the passage through to its 


mention of salvation being seen by all flesh (v. 6), 
thus highlighting that the gospel is for all people. The 
preparation for the arrival of a king typically meant 
that a road was prepared for his journey. This is what 
Isaiah compares to the arrival of God’s salvation. 

3:8 Therefore bear fruits. John the Baptist warned 
that the fruits of repentance are necessary, not the 
claim of an ancestral connection to Abraham. Exter- 
nal genealogical connections would not change 
one’s attitude to God. 

3:11 two tunics. One was an undergarment, and the 
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1126 @ Luke3:12 

12Then "tax collectors also came to be 
baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 

13And he said to them, °“Collect no more 
than what is appointed for you.” 

14] jkewise the soldiers asked him, say- 
ing, “And what shall we do?” 

So he said to them, “Do not intimidate 
anyone Por accuse falsely, and be content 
with your wages.” 

15Now as the people were in expectation, 
and all reasoned in their hearts about John, 
whether he was the Christ or not, !6John 
answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize 
you with water; but One mightier than I is 
coming, whose sandal strap I am not wor- 
thy to loose. He will "baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fan is 
in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean 
out His threshing floor, and ‘gather the 
wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 

18And with many other exhortations he 
preached to the people. !9‘But Herod the 
tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,* and for 
all the evils which Herod had done, 2%also 
added this, above all, that he shut John up 
in prison. 


John Baptizes Jesus 

21When all the people were baptized, 
4ujt came to pass that Jesus also was bap- 
tized; and while He prayed, the heaven was 
opened. 22And the Holy Spirit descended 
in bodily form like a dove upon Him, anda 
voice came from heaven which said, “You 
are My beloved Son; in You I am vwell 
pleased.” 


The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 
23Now Jesus Himself began His minis- 
try at wabout thirty years of age, being (as 
was supposed) *the son of Joseph, the son 
of Heli, 24the son of Matthat,* the son of 


Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Janna, 
the son of Joseph, 25the son of Mattathiah, 
the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the 
son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 2the son of 
Maath, the son of Mattathiah, the son of 
Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of Judah, 
27the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the 
son of YZerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 
the son of Neri, 28the son of Melchi, the son 
of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmo- 
dam, the son of Er, 29the son of Jose, the 
son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of 
Matthat, the son of Levi, 2%the son of Sim- 
eon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, 
the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim, 3!the 
son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of 
Mattathah, the son of Nathan, “the son of 
David, 32/the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, 
the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son 
of Nahshon, 38the son of Amminadab, the 
son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of 
Perez, the son of Judah, 34the son of Jacob, 
the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, cthe 
son of Terah, the son of Nahor, *5the son of 
Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the 
son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36¢4the son of 
Cainan, the son of eArphaxad, fthe son of 
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 
37the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, 
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the 
son of Cainan, 38the son of Enosh, the son 
of Seth, the son of Adam, £the son of God. 


Satan Tempts Jesus 
Then ¢Jesus, being filled with the Holy 
Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 
bwas led by the Spirit into* the wilderness, 


* 3:19 NU-Text reads his brother’s wife. 

* 3:24 This and several other names in the gene- 
alogy are spelled somewhat differently in the 
NU-Text. Since the New King James Version uses 
the Old Testament spelling for persons mentioned 
in the New Testament, these variations, which 
come from the Greek, have not been footnoted. 
*4:1 NU-Text reads in. 


other was an outer garment. A person did not need 
two when another person had none. 

3:12 tax collectors. These men were Jewish agents 
employed by those who had purchased the right to 
collect taxes for the Roman state. They often added 
interest to cover their own expenses and to pad 
their income. They were disliked both for their busi- 
ness practices and for their support of the occupying 
state. 

3:16-17 the Holy Spirit and fire. These two facets of 
Christ's work relate to His first and second comings. 
Asa result of Christ's work at His first coming, believ- 
ers are placed into one family (1 Cor. 12:13) and com- 
mended to the care of the Holy Spirit. When Christ 
comes a second time, He will come with the fire of 
judgment. winnowing fan. This tool was a wooden 
forklike shovel that lifted the grain in the air so that 
the wind could separate it from the chaff. 

3:19-20 all the evils which Herod had done. Herod 
had divorced his wife to marry his own niece Hero- 
dias, who already had been the wife of his brother 


Philip. Not only was the divorce a problem, so was 
marrying such a close relative (Lev. 18:16; 20:21). 
3:22 You are My beloved Son; in You | am well 
pleased. This statement combines two ideas. The 
idea of God's Son comes from Psalm 2:7, a psalm 
about God's chosen King. The idea of pleasure comes 
from the image of the Servant in Isaiah 42:1. The fact 
that Jesus is both King and Servant is fundamental to 
Jesus’ identity. 

4:1-13 Temptation of Christ— Hebrews 2:18 makes 
the point that, because Christ was tempted, He is able 
to help those who are being tempted. We can see two 
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2being tempted for forty days by the dev- 
il. And cin those days He ate nothing, and 
afterward, when they had ended, He was 
hungry. 

3And the devil said to Him, “If You are 
athe Son of God, command this stone to 
become bread.” 

4But Jesus answered him, saying,* “It 
is written, ¢‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God.’”* 

5Then the devil, taking Him up ona high 
mountain, showed Him* all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time. *And the 
devil said to Him, “All this authority I will 
give You, and their glory; for fthis has been 
delivered to me, and I give it to whomever 
I wish. 7Therefore, if You will worship be- 
fore me, all will be Yours.” 

8And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Get behind Me, Satan!* For* it is written, 
8‘You shall worship the LORD your God, 
and Him only you shall serve.’ ”* 

9nThen he brought Him to Jerusalem, 
set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 
throw Yourself down from here. For it is 
written: 


i‘He shall give His angels charge over 
you, 
To keep you,’ 


land, 


iTn their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone.’”* 


122And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“It has been said, *‘You shall not tempt the 
LORD your God.’”* 


Luke 4:19 @ 1127 

13Now when the devil had ended every 
temptation, he departed from Him ‘until an 
opportune time. 


Jesus Begins His Galilean Ministry 

144mThen Jesus returned "in the pow- 
er of the Spirit to °>Galilee, and »news of 
Him went out through all the surrounding 
region. 15And He “taught in their syna- 
gogues, "being glorified by all. 


Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

16So He came to sNazareth, where He 
had been brought up. And as His custom 
was, 'He went into the synagogue on the 
Sabbath day, and stood up to read. !7And 
He was handed the book of the prophet Isa- 
iah. And when He had opened the book, He 
found the place where it was written: 


18 “The" Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted,* 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To vset at liberty those who are 
oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
LorpD.”* 


*4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3 ¢ NU-Text omits but by 
every word of God. *4:5 NU-Text reads And tak- 
ing Him up, he showed Him. * 4:8 NU-Text omits 
Get behind Me, Satan. * NU-Text and M-Text 
omit For. e Deuteronomy 6:13 *4:11 Psalm 91:11, 
12. *4:12 Deuteronomy 6:16 *4:18 NU-Text 
omits to heal the brokenhearted. *4:19 Isaiah 
61:1, 2 


examples of this quite plainly. The temptations are 
about security and power. In becoming man, Jesus 
gave up both (Phil. 2:5-11). Jesus didn’t cling to any 
of what was by nature and identity rightfully His. In 
doing so, He had to trust fully in the Father for His life 
and very being. He can truly identify with our tempta- 
tions. His experience wasn't just like ours are. No one 
ever gave up more power. No one of greater stature 
has ever been in such an insecure position. He can be 
there for us because He has been there before us. 
4:3 If You are the Son of God. This is a conditional 
statement. In other words, Satan was saying: “Let’s 
assume for the sake of argument that You are the Son 
of God.” In fact, Satan was challenging Jesus’ identity 
and authority. 

4:4 It is written. Jesus responded to Satan's tempta- 
tion by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. Jesus refused to 
operate independently of God. The Spirit had led Him 
into the wilderness to prepare Him for His ministry, so 
eating at Satan’s instruction would have shown a lack 
of dependence on the Father. 

4:5 all the kingdoms of the world. This temptation 
was an attempt to offer Jesus power by the wrong 
means. Satan’s method involved a detour around the 
cross, an inducement to “take the easy way” to power. 
4:10-11 He shall give His angels charge over you, 
to keep you. Satan cited Psalm 91:11-12, reminding 
Jesus of God's promise of protection. However, the 


mere use of biblical words does not always reveal 
God's will, particularly if they are placed in the wrong 
context. 

4:12 You shall not tempt the Lorp your God. |n 
response to Satan's third temptation, Jesus cited 
Deuteronomy 6:16. God is to be trusted, not tested. 
The Deuteronomy passage refers to Israel’s attempt 
to test God at Meribah (Ex. 17:1-7). Jesus would not 
repeat the nation’s error of unfaithfulness to God. 
4:16-17 stood up to read. Most synagogue services 
had a reading from the Law and one from the Proph- 
ets, with an exposition that tied the texts together. 
Jesus expounded Isaiah 61. 

4:18-19 He has sent Me. By citing Isaiah 61, Jesus 
was claiming to be a royal figure and to have a pro- 
phetic mission (v. 24). liberty to the captives. |n 
the Old Testament, captivity refers to Israel’s exile 
1:68-74); here captivity refers to sin (1:77; 7:47; 24:47; 
Acts 2:38; 5:31; 10:43; 13:38; 26:18). those who are 
oppressed. This was originally the call of Israel, but 


4:2Ex. 34:28 4:34John 20:31 4:4 Deut. 8:3 
4:6/[Rev. 13:2,7] 4:89Deut.6:13;10:20 4:94 Matt. 
4:5-7 4:10/Ps.91:11 4:11/Ps.91:12 4:12‘ Deut. 
6:16 4:13![Heb.4:15] 4:14 Matt. 4:12 "John 4:43 
° Acts 10:37 PMatt.4:24 4:15 9 Matt. 4:23 "Is. 52:13 
4:16 5 Mark 6:1 ‘Acts 13:14-16; 17:2 4:18 "Is. 49:8, 9; 
61:1,2 ¥[Dan. 9:24] 


1128 @ Luke 4:20 
20Then He closed the book, and gave it 
back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all who were in the synagogue 
were fixed on Him. 2!And He began to say 
to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled 
in your hearing.” 22So all bore witness to 
Him, and xmarveled at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of His mouth. And 
they said, »“Is this not Joseph’s son?” 

23He said to them, “You will surely 
say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal 
yourself! Whatever we have heard done 
in zCapernaum,* do also here in *Your 
country.” 24Then He said, “Assuredly, I 
say to you, no »prophet is accepted in his 
own country. 25But I tell you truly, «many 
widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, 
when the heaven was shut up three years 
and six months, and there was a great fam- 
ine throughout all the land; 26but to none of 
them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath,* 
in the region of Sidon, toa woman who was 
a widow. 274And many lepers were in Israel 
in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none 
of them was cleansed except Naaman the 
Syrian.” 

28So all those in the synagogue, when 
they heard these things, were @filled with 
wrath, 2%fand rose up and thrust Him out 
of the city; and they led Him to the brow of 
the hill on which their city was built, that 
they might throw Him down over the cliff. 
30Then “passing through the midst of them, 
He went His way. 


Jesus Casts Out an Unclean Spirit 

31Then 'He went down to Capernaum, a 
city of Galilee, and was teaching them on 
the Sabbaths. 32And they were ‘astonished 
at His teaching, ‘for His word was with 
authority. 33kNow in the synagogue there 
was aman who had a spirit of an unclean 
demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, 
34saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do 
with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come 
to destroy us? 'I know who You are—™the 
Holy One of God!” 

35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 


quiet, and come out of him!” And when 
the demon had thrown him in their midst, 
it came out of him and did not hurt him. 
36Then they were all amazed and spoke 
among themselves, saying, “What a word 
this is! For with authority and power He 
commands the unclean spirits, and they 
come out.” 37And the report about Him 
went out into every place in the surround- 
ing region. 


Peter’s Mother-in-Law Healed 

38nNow He arose from the synagogue 
and entered Simon’s house. But Simon’s 
wife’s mother was sick with a high fever, 
and they °made request of Him concerning 
her. 39So He stood over her and "rebuked 
the fever, and it left her. And immediately 
she arose and served them. 


Many Healed After Sabbath Sunset 

40aWhen the sun was setting, all those 
who had any that were sick with various 
diseases brought them to Him; and He 
laid His hands on every one of them and 
healed them. 4!"And demons also came out 
of many, crying out and saying, s“You are 
the Christ,* the Son of God!” 

And He, trebuking them, did not allow 
them to speak, for they knew that He was 
the Christ. 


Jesus Preaches in Galilee 

42uNow when it was day, He departed 
and went into a deserted place. And the 
crowd sought Him and came to Him, and 
tried to keep Him from leaving them; 48but 
He said to them, “I must vpreach the king- 
dom of God to the other cities also, because 
for this purpose I have been sent.” 44~And 
He was preaching in the synagogues of 
Galilee.* 


* 4:23 Here and elsewhere the NU-Text spelling is 


Capharnaum. *4:26 Greek Sarepta *4:41 NU- 
Text omits the Christ. *4:44 NU-Text reads 
Judea. 


the nation had failed in its assignment (Is. 58:6). the 
acceptable year of the Lorb. This phrase is an allu- 
sion to the year of Jubilee when every 50th year all 
debt was forgiven and slaves were given their free- 
dom (Lev. 25:10). 

4:20 He closed the book. Jesus closed the book 
in the middle of the sentence. He did not continue 
because the next phrase—“the day of vengeance of 
our God”—was not being fulfilled then. 

4:34 What have we to do with You. The demon 
knew that Jesus possessed divine authority, and he 
wanted nothing to do with Him. 

4:35-36 rebuked. This term in Aramaic was a tech- 
nical term for calling evil into submission. Jesus’ 
authority over evil forces is clear. 

4:41 You are the Christ, the Son of God. This confes- 
sion, unique to the Gospel of Luke, shows the close 
connection Luke makes between Jesus’ sonship and 
messiahship. 


4:43 kingdom of God. |n Luke, the kingdom is 
referred to thirty times and six times in Acts. Jesus 
announced the rule of God through His person, in 
dealing with sin (24:47), in distributing the Spirit as 
He mediates blessing from God's side (24:49), and in 
reigning with His followers according to the Old Tes- 
tament promise (Ps. 2:7-12; Acts 3:18-22). 
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Four Fishermen Called as Disciples 
So 4it was, as the multitude pressed 
about Him to “hear the word of God, 

that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, 

2and saw two boats standing by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone from them and 
were washing their nets. 3Then He got into 
one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and 
asked him to put out a little from the land. 

And He ¢sat down and taught the multi- 

tudes from the boat. 

4When He had stopped speaking, He 
said to Simon, ¢“Launch out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.” 

5But Simon answered and said to Him, 
“Master, we have toiled all night and 
caught enothing; nevertheless fat Your 
word I will let down the net.” 6And when 
they had done this, they caught a great 
number of fish, and their net was break- 
ing. 7So they signaled to their partners 
in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, 
so that they began to sink. 8When Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, *“Depart from me, for lama sinful 
man, O Lord!” 

§For he and all who were with him were 
hastonished at the catch of fish which they 
had taken; and so also were James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, who were part- 
ners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 
“Do not be afraid. ‘From now on you will 
catch men.” So when they had brought 
their boats to land, ‘they forsook all and 
followed Him. 


Jesus Cleanses a Leper 

122kAnd it happened when He was in a 
certain city, that behold, a man who was 
full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his 
face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if 
You are willing, You can make me clean.” 

183Then He put out His hand and touched 
him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” 


Luke 5:24 @ 1129 
mImmediately the leprosy left him. 4"And 
He charged him to tell no one, “But go and 
show yourself to the priest, and make an 
offering for your cleansing, as a testimony 
to them, °just as Moses commanded.” 

ISHowever, the report went around 
concerning Him all the more; and ¢great 
multitudes came together to hear, and to 
be healed by Him of their infirmities. 16"So 
He Himself often withdrew into the wilder- 
ness and sprayed. 


Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralytic 
17Now it happened on a certain day, as 
He was teaching, that there were Pharisees 
and teachers of the law sitting by, who had 
come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, 
and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them.* !18tThen behold, 
men brought on a bed a man who was par- 
alyzed, whom they sought to bring in and 
lay before Him. !8And when they could not 
find how they might bring him in, because 
of the crowd, they went up on the housetop 
and let him down with his bed through the 
tiling into the midst “before Jesus. 
20When He saw their faith, He said to 
him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 
21vAnd the scribes and the Pharisees 
began to reason, saying, “Who is this who 
speaks blasphemies? ~Who can forgive 
sins but God alone?” 
22But when Jesus perceived their 
thoughts, He answered and said to them, 
“Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 
23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are for- 
given you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’? 
24But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has power on earth to forgive sins”— 
He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I 
say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go 
to your house.” 


*5:17 NU-Text reads present with Him to heal. 


5:1 Gennesaret. This is another name for the Sea of 
Galilee or the Sea of Tiberias. 

5:5 at Your word I will let down the net. This is 
Peter’s statement of faith. The fisherman noted that 
he and his companions had just failed to make a catch 
at the best time for fishing, the evening. The circum- 
stances were not good for a catch at the time of Jesus’ 
command, but Peter chose to obey His word and let 
down his nets anyway. 

5:12 leprosy. This term was used broadly in the 
ancient world. It included psoriasis, lupus, and ring- 
worm. Lepers were isolated from the rest of society 
(Lev. 13:45—46), but could be restored to the commu- 
nity when they recovered (Lev. 14). 

5:14 show yourself to the priest. Jesus commanded 
that the regulation of Leviticus 14 be followed in 
silencing the healed leper. Jesus sought to avoid 
drawing excessive attention to His healing ministry. 
5:21 blasphemies. The charge of the scribes and the 
Pharisees was that Jesus’ claim dishonored God. This 
was a serious charge; the conviction of blasphemy 
would eventually lead to Jesus’ death (22:70-71). 


5:23 Which is easier. Jesus posed a riddle to His audi- 
ence. From an external point of view, it would seem 
easier to declare sins forgiven than to actually heal a 
person. In reality, however, one has to possess more 
authority to forgive sin. Jesus linked the healing to 
what it represented, the forgiveness of sin. Jesus for- 
gave the man’s sins and healed him at the same time. 
5:24 Son of Man. This is an Aramaic idiom that refers 
to a human being, meaning “someone” or “I.” Jesus 
used this idiom as a title, taken from Daniel 7:13. In the 
Book of Daniel, the phrase “Son of Man” describes a 
figure who shares authority with the Ancient of Days. 
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1130 @ Luke5:25 

25Immediately he rose up before them, 
took up what he had been lying on, and de- 
parted to his own house, glorifying God. 
26 And they were all amazed, and they ¢glo- 
rified God and were filled with fear, say- 
ing, “We have seen strange things today!” 


Matthew the Tax Collector 

27bAfter these things He went out and 
saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at 
the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow 
Me.” 28So he left all, rose up, and ¢followed 
Him. 

29eThen Levi gave Him a great feast in 
his own house. And /there were a great 
number of tax collectors and others who 
sat down with them. 3®And their scribes 
and the Pharisees* complained against 
His disciples, saying, “Why do You eat 
and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 

3lJesus answered and said to them, 
“Those who are well have no need of a phy- 
sician, but those who are sick. 32] have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance.” 


Jesus Is Questioned About Fasting 

33Then they said to Him, i*Why do* 
the disciples of John fast often and make 
prayers, and likewise those of the Phari- 
sees, but Yours eat and drink?” 

34And He said to them, “Can you make 
the friends of the bridegroom fast while the 
ibridegroom is with them? 25But the days 
will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken away from them; then they will fast 
in those days.” 

36k Then He spoke a parable to them: “No 
one puts a piece from a new garment on an 
old one;* otherwise the new makes a tear, 
and also the piece that was taken out of 
the new does not match the old. 37And no 
one puts new wine into old wineskins; or 
else the new wine will burst the wineskins 
and be spilled, and the wineskins will be 


ruined. 38But new wine must be put into 
new wineskins, and both are preserved.* 
39And no one, having drunk old wine, im- 
mediately* desires new; for he says, ‘The 
old is better.’”* 


Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath 

Now 4it happened on the second Sab- 

bath after the first* that He went 
through the grainfields. And His disciples 
plucked the heads of grain and ate them, 
rubbing them in their hands. 2And some 
of the Pharisees said to them, “Why are 
you doing »what is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath?” 

3But Jesus answering them said, “Have 
you not even read this, «what David did 
when he was hungry, he and those who 
were with him: 4how he went into the house 
of God, took and ate the showbread, and 
also gave some to those with him, ¢which 
is not lawful for any but the priests to eat?” 
5And He said to them, “The Son of Man is 
also Lord of the Sabbath.” 


Healing on the Sabbath 

6eNow it happened on another Sabbath, 
also, that He entered the synagogue and 
taught. And a man was there whose right 
hand was withered. 7So the scribes and 
Pharisees watched Him closely, whether 
He would fheal on the Sabbath, that they 
might find an “accusation against Him. 
8But He “knew their thoughts, and said to 
the man who had the withered hand, “Arise 
and stand here.” And he arose and stood. 


* 5:30 NU-Text reads But the Pharisees and their 
scribes. *5:33 NU-Text omits Why do, making 
the verse astatement. *5:36 NU-Text reads No 
one tears a piece from anew garment and puts 
itonanoldone. *5:38 NU-Text omits and both 
are preserved. *5:39 NU-Text omits immedi- 
ately. © NU-Text reads good. *6:1 NU-Text 
reads on a Sabbath. 


5:29 with them. In ancient Israel the table was a 
place where spiritual points were taught and where 
fellowship occurred. 

5:33 fast. The Pharisees fasted twice a week, on 
Mondays and Thursdays (18:12), as well as on the Day 
of Atonement (Lev. 16:29). They also fasted as an act 
of penitence (Is. 58:1—-9) and to recall four times a year 
the destruction of Jerusalem (Zech. 7:3,5; 8:19). The 
goal of fasting was to dedicate oneself to prayer and 
to focus on God. John led an ascetic life, which his fol- 
lowers also imitated (7:24—28; Matt. 11:1-19). 

5:35 the days will come. The image of the removal 
of the bridegroom is the first hint in Jesus’ ministry of 
His fast-approaching death. 

5:37 puts new wine into old wineskins. This would 
not work because as the new wine fermented, it 
would stretch the old skin and break it, ruining the 
wineskin and wasting the wine. 

6:1 plucked... ate... rubbing. According to Jewish 
tradition, the disciples were reaping, threshing, and 
preparing food, and so were violating the command- 
ment not to work on the Sabbath. It is clear that at 


this point the Pharisees were watching Jesus carefully 
(v. 7). 

6:3-4 showbread. This was bread that was taken 
from the twelve loaves placed on a table in the holy 
place and changed once a week (Ex. 25:30; 39:36; Lev. 
24:5-9). Jesus pointed out that if David and his men 
could violate the law to satisfy their hunger, His disci- 
ples could do the same. 

6:5 also Lord of the Sabbath. Regardless of the 
laws and customs that the Pharisees cited, Jesus has 
authority over the Sabbath. Jesus’ claim of divine 
authority here is similar to His claim of authority to 
forgive sins in 5:21, 24. 


5:25ZActs 3:8 5:26%Luke 1:65;7:16 5:27 Matt. 
9:9-17 ¢John 12:26; 21:19,22 5:284Mark 10:28 

5:29 Matt. 9:9, 10 fLuke 15:1 5:309Luke 15:2 
5:3291Tim.1:15 5:33/Matt.9:14  5:34/John 3:29 
5:36 Mark 2:21,22 6:1%Matt.12:1-8 6:2°Ex. 20:10 
6:3°1Sam.21:6 6:44Lev.24:9 6:6 Mark 3:1-6 

6:7 fLuke 13:14; 14:1-6 9Luke 20:20 6:8 Matt. 9:4 


9Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you 
one thing: ‘Is it lawful on the Sabbath to 
do good or to do evil, to save life or to de- 
stroy?”* 10And when He had looked around 
at them all, He said to the man,* “Stretch 
out your hand.” And he did so, and his 
hand was restored as whole as the other.* 
But they were filled with rage, and dis- 
cussed with one another what they might 
do to Jesus. 


The Twelve Apostles 

12Now it came to pass in those days 
that He went out to the mountain to pray, 
and continued all night in jprayer to God. 
13And when it was day, He called His disci- 
ples to Himself; "and from them He chose 
'twelve whom He also named apostles: 
4Simon, “whom He also named Peter, 
and Andrew his brother; James and John; 
Philip and Bartholomew; Matthew and 
Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon called the Zealot; 16Judas "the son 
of James, and °Judas Iscariot who also be- 
came a traitor. 


Jesus Heals a Great Multitude 

17And He came down with them and 
stood on a level place with a crowd of His 
disciples pand a great multitude of people 
from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from 
the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came 
to hear Him and be healed of their diseas- 
es, 18as well as those who were tormented 
with unclean spirits. And they were healed. 
19And the whole multitude “sought to 
'touch Him, for spower went out from Him 
and healed them all. 


The Beatitudes 
20Then He lifted up His eyes toward His 
disciples, and said: 


t“Blessed are you poor, 
For yours is the kingdom of God. 
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21 uBlessed are you who hunger now, 
For you shall be “filled. 
wBlessed are you who weep now, 
For you shall laugh. 
22 yBlessed are you when men hate you, 
And when they Zexclude you, 
And revile you, and cast out your 
name as evil, 
For the Son of Man’s sake. 
23 aRejoice in that day and leap for joy! 
For indeed your reward is great in 
heaven, 
For >in like manner their fathers did 
to the prophets. 


Jesus Pronounces Woes 
24 “Bute woe to you 4who are rich, 
For ¢you have received your 
consolation. 
25 fWoe to you who are full, 
For you shall hunger. 
Woe to you who laugh now, 
For you shall mourn and "weep. 
26 iWoe to you* when all* men speak well 
of you, 
For so did their fathers to the false 
prophets. 


Love Your Enemies 

27\“But I say to you who hear: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28kbless those who curse you, and 'pray for 
those who spitefully use you. 29 To him 
who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the 
other also. “And from him who takes away 
your cloak, do not withhold your tunic ei- 
ther. 300Give to everyone who asks of you. 
And from him who takes away your goods 
do not ask them back. 3!»And just as you 
want men to do to you, you also do to them 
likewise. 


*6:9 M-Text reads to kill. *6:10 NU-Text and 
M-Text read to him. ¢ NU-Text omits as whole 
as the other. *6:26 NU-Text and M-Text omit to 
you. ¢ M-Text omits all. 


6:11 rage. The term here means irrational or mind- 
less anger. The parallels in Matthew 12:14 and Mark 
3:6 make it clear that the Pharisees started to plot 
against Jesus in earnest after this confrontation. 

6:17 level place. This probably refers to a plateau 
on a mountain. The setting and the contents of the 
sermon that follows suggest that Luke is providing a 
shorter version of the Sermon on the Mount, omit- 
ting those portions that have to do with the law. 
6:20 Blessed are you. Blessed means “happy,” refer- 
ting to the special joy and favor that comes upon 
those who experience God’s grace. 

6:22 For the Son of Man’s sake. \dentification with 
Jesus usually leads to rejection and hardship, but the 
disciple who has left all to follow Jesus understands 
what placing Jesus first means. He or she also recog- 
nizes that God is aware of all suffering. 

6:24 woe. A woe is a cry of pain that results from 
misfortune. Just as God presented blessings for obe- 
dience and curses for disobedience in Deuteronomy 
28, Jesus presented blessings and woes to His disci- 
ples who were anticipating the kingdom. The same 


blessings and woes apply to believers today when 
their works are evaluated (1 Cor. 3:12—15; 2 Cor. 5:10; 
1 John 2:28; Rev. 22:12). 

6:27-28 Love your enemies. The threat of religious 
persecution was very real when Jesus presented His 
command for extraordinary love. The reference to a 
cursing enemy suggests a context of religious perse- 
cution. 

6:30 do not ask them back. The commands of verses 
29 and 30 are expressed in such absolute terms that 
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32a“But if you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. 38And if you do 
good to those who do good to you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners do 
the same. 34"And if you lend to those from 
whom you hope to receive back, what cred- 
it is that to you? For even sinners lend to 
sinners to receive as much back. *5But slove 
your enemies, ‘do good, and “lend, hoping 
for nothing in return; and your reward will 
be great, and vyou will be sons of the Most 
High. For He is kind to the unthankful and 
evil. 36~Therefore be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful. 


Do Not Judge 

37x“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. 
Condemn not, and you shall not be con- 
demned. »Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
38zGive, and it will be given to you: good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over will be put into your ¢bo- 
som. For >with the same measure that you 
use, it will be measured back to you.” 

39And He spoke a parable to them: «“Can 
the blind lead the blind? Will they not both 
fall into the ditch? 49¢A disciple is not above 
his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly 
trained will be like his teacher. 4!¢And why 
do you look at the speck in your brother’s 
eye, but do not perceive the plank in your 
own eye? #20r how can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck 
that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do 
not see the plank that is in your own eye? 
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from 
your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck that is in your broth- 
er’s eye. 


ATree Is Known by Its Fruit 

43/“For a good tree does not bear bad 
fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 
44For every tree is known by its own fruit. 
For men do not gather figs from thorns, 
nor do they gather grapes from a bram- 
ble bush. 452A good man out of the good 
treasure of his heart brings forth good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of 


his heart* brings forth evil. For out ‘of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 


Build on the Rock 

46)“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
and not do the things which I say? 47kWho- 
ever comes to Me, and hears My sayings 
and does them, I will show you whom he 
is like: 48He is like a man building a house, 
who dug deep and laid the foundation 
on the rock. And when the flood arose, 
the stream beat vehemently against that 
house, and could not shake it, for it was 
founded on the rock.* 49But he who heard 
and did nothing is like a man who built a 
house on the earth without a foundation, 
against which the stream beat vehement- 
ly; and immediately it fell.* And the ruin of 
that house was great.” 


Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant 
Now when He concluded all His say- 
ings in the hearing of the people, He 

aentered Capernaum. 2And a certain cen- 

turion’s servant, who was dear to him, was 
sick and ready to die. 3So when he heard 
about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to 

Him, pleading with Him to come and heal 

his servant. 4And when they came to Jesus, 

they begged Him earnestly, saying that the 
one for whom He should do this was de- 
serving, >“for he loves our nation, and has 
built us a synagogue.” 

6Then Jesus went with them. And when 

He was already not far from the house, the 

centurion sent friends to Him, saying to 

Him, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I 

am not worthy that You should enter un- 

der my roof. 7Therefore I did not even think 
myself worthy to come to You. But say the 
word, and my servant will be healed. 8For 

I also am a man placed under cauthority, 

having soldiers under me. And I say to one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ 

and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 

and he does it.” 


*6:45 NU-Text omits treasure of his heart. 
*6:48 NU-Text reads for it was well built. 
*6:49 NU-Text reads collapsed. 


they force the listener to reflect on them by contrast- 
ing them with the normal responses people would 
have to such injustices. 

6:35 He is kind to the unthankful and evil. The 
practice of loving one’s enemies is modeled by God 
Himself. 

6:38 good measure. This illustration comes from the 
marketplace where grain was poured out, shaken 
down, and then filled to overflowing so the buyer 
received the full amount purchased. Such is the full 
measure that will be returned to one who has been 
generous. 

6:46 Lord, Lord. Jesus pointed out that those who 
called Him by this title of respect acknowledged sub- 
mission to Him. However when these same people 
ignored His teaching, they were guilty of hypocrisy. 
7:1 Capernaum. This city was on the northwest 


shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was an important town 
in northern Galilee with an economy centered on 
fishing and agriculture. Heavily Jewish, it was the 
center for Jesus’ Galilean ministry (4:31-44). 

7:5 built us a synagogue. The Roman government 
regarded synagogues as valuable because their 
moral emphasis helped maintain order. 
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9When Jesus heard these things, He 
marveled at him, and turned around and 
said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say 
to you, I have not found such great faith, 
not even in Israel!” And those who were 
sent, returning to the house, found the ser- 
vant well who had been sick.* 


Jesus Raises the Son of the Widow 
of Nain 

l11Now it happened, the day after, that 
He went into a city called Nain; and many 
of His disciples went with Him, and a large 
crowd. !12And when He came near the gate 
of the city, behold, a dead man was being 
carried out, the only son of his mother; and 
she was a widow. And a large crowd from 
the city was with her. !8 When the Lord saw 
her, He had ¢compassion on her and said 
to her, “Do not weep.” 4Then He came 
and touched the open coffin, and those 
who carried him stood still. And He said, 
“Young man, I say to you, farise.” 5So he 
who was dead £sat up and began to speak. 
And He "presented him to his mother. 

16iThen fear came upon all, and they 
iglorified God, saying, k“A great prophet 
has risen up among us”; and, '“God has 
visited His people.” !7And this report about 
Him went throughout all Judea and all the 
surrounding region. 


John the Baptist Sends Messengers 


to Jesus 

18mThen the disciples of John reported 
to him concerning all these things. !8And 
John, calling two of his disciples to him, 
sent them to Jesus,* saying, “Are You "the 
Coming One, or do we look for another?” 

20When the men had come to Him, they 
said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, 
saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we 
look for another?’” 21And that very hour 
He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, 
and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave 
sight. 

220 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go 
and tell John the things you have seen and 
heard: that the blind “see, the lame "walk, 
the lepers are scleansed, the deaf thear, the 
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dead are raised, “the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. 23And blessed is he who 
is not offended because of Me.” 

24vWhen the messengers of John had 
departed, He began to speak to the mul- 
titudes concerning John: “What did you 
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 25But what did you 
go out to see? A man clothed in soft gar- 
ments? Indeed those who are gorgeously 
appareled and live in luxury are in kings’ 
courts. 26But what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a 
prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written: 


w ‘Behold, I send My messenger before 
Your face, 
Who will prepare Your way before 
You.”* 


28For I say to you, among those born of 
women there is not a *greater prophet than 
John the Baptist;* but he who is least in the 
kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

29And when all the people heard Him, 
even the tax collectors justified God, vyhav- 
ing been baptized with the baptism of 
John. 39But the Pharisees and lawyers re- 
jected 2the will of God for themselves, not 
having been baptized by him. 

31And the Lord said,* ¢“To what then 
shall I liken the men of this generation, and 
what are they like? 32They are like children 
sitting in the marketplace and calling to 
one another, saying: 


‘We played the flute for you, 
And you did not dance; 
We mourned to you, 
And you did not weep.’ 


33For >John the Baptist came neither eat- 
ing bread nor drinking wine, and you Say, 
‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man has 
come ¢eating and drinking, and you say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35eBut wis- 
dom is justified by all her children.” 


*7:10 NU-Text omits who had been sick. 

*7:19 NU-Text reads the Lord. *7:27 Malachi 
3:1 *7:28 NU-Text reads there is none greater 
thanJohn. *7:31 NU-Text and M-Text omit And 
the Lord said. 


7:9 not even in Israel. The centurion’s example of 
faith came from outside the nation of Israel. This is 
one of only two cases where Jesus “marveled” (Mark 
6:6). 

7:12 a dead man... carried out. This was a funeral 
procession. The cemetery was located outside the 
city gates. Funerals were normally held the day of 
death because keeping a body overnight rendered a 
house unclean. 

7:24-26 He began to speak to the multitudes con- 
cerning John. The questions that Jesus asked were 
designed to emphasize that John the Baptist played a 
special role in God’s plan. The crowds did not go out 
to the wilderness to see scenery or a man dressed in 
special clothes, but to see a prophet. 

7:28 he who is least in the kingdom of God. Jesus 


emphasizes the contrast between the old and new 
eras. John was the greatest prophet ever born. But 
the lowest person in the new era of God's kingdom is 
higher than the greatest prophet of the old era. 

7:31-34 To what then shall I liken. Jesus made a 
comparison between children playing a game in the 
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A Sinful Woman Forgiven 

36/Then one of the Pharisees asked Him 
to eat with him. And He went to the Phar- 
isee’s house, and sat down to eat. 37And 
behold, a woman in the city who was a sin- 
ner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the 
table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an 
alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38and stood 
at His feet behind Him weeping; and she 
began to wash His feet with her tears, and 
wiped them with the hair of her head; and 
she kissed His feet and anointed them with 
the fragrant oil. 33Now when the Pharisee 
who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to 
himself, saying, &“This Man, if He were a 
prophet, would know who and what man- 
ner of woman this is who is touching Him, 
for she is a sinner.” 

40And Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Simon, I have something to say to you.” 

So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 

41“There was a certain creditor who had 
two debtors. One owed five hundred "'de- 
narii, and the other fifty. 42And when they 
had nothing with which to repay, he free- 
ly forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, 
which of them will love him more?” 

43Simon answered and said, “I suppose 
the one whom he forgave more.” 

And He said to him, “You have rightly 
judged.” 44Then He turned to the woman 
and said to Simon, “Do you see this wom- 
an? I entered your house; you gave Me no 
iwater for My feet, but she has washed My 
feet with her tears and wiped them with 
the hair of her head. 45You gave Me no 
ikiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss 
My feet since the time I came in. 46? You did 
not anoint My head with oil, but this wom- 
an has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 
471Therefore I say to you, her sins, which 
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. 
But to whom little is forgiven, the same 
loves little.” 

48Then He said to her, ™“Your sins are 
forgiven.” 

49And those who sat at the table with 


Him began to say to themselves, "“Who is 
this who even forgives sins?” 

50Then He said to the woman, °“ Your 
faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 


Many Women Minister to Jesus 

Now it came to pass, afterward, that 

He went through every city and village, 
preaching and bringing the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God. And the twelve were 
with Him, 2and “certain women who had 
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities— 
Mary called Magdalene, »out of whom had 
come seven demons, 3and Joanna the wife 
of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, 
and many others who provided for Him* 
from their substance. 


The Parable of the Sower 

4cAnd when a great multitude had gath- 
ered, and they had come to Him from every 
city, He spoke by a parable: 5“A sower went 
out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some 
fell by the wayside; and it was trampled 
down, and the birds of the air devoured it. 
6Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang 
up, it withered away because it lacked mois- 
ture. 7And some fell among thorns, and the 
thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8But 
others fell on good ground, sprang up, and 
yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He 
had said these things He cried, ““He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear!” 


The Purpose of Parables 

SeThen His disciples asked Him, saying, 
“What does this parable mean?” 

10And He said, “To you it has been given 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God, but to the rest it is given in parables, 
that 


i ‘Seeing they may not see, 
And hearing they may not 
understand.”* 


*8:3 NU-Text and M-Text read them. 
iah 6:9 


* 8:10 Isa- 


marketplace and the present generation of Israel, 
referring especially to the Jewish religious leaders. 
The leaders were like the children in that they com- 
plained no matter what tune was played. John the 
Baptist refused to eat bread or drink wine, and the 
religious leaders dismissed him as demon-possessed. 
In contrast, Jesus, the Son of Man was accused of liv- 
ing loosely and associating with sinners. No matter 
what the style of God’s messenger was, the religious 
leaders complained and rejected him. 

7:36 one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with 
him. This event is not the same as the one in Mat- 
thew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; and John 12:1-8. The 
event described in those passages occurred in the 
house of a leper, a place where no Pharisee would 
ever have gone. 

7:37 alabaster flask. This was made of soft stone to 
preserve the quality of the precious and expensive 
perfume. There is humility and devotion in the wom- 
an’s act of service, as well as a great deal of courage, 


as she performed the deed in front of a crowd that 
knew her as a sinner. 

7:44-46 Do you see this woman? Jesus contrasted 
the actions of the woman with the actions of the 
Pharisee Simon, implying that the woman knew 
more about forgiveness than Simon (v. 47). 

8:1-3 Mary called Magdalene. Because she is 
introduced here, it is unlikely that she was the sin- 
ful woman of 7:36-50. Joanna. This is an example 
of how some women of means used their wealth to 
benefit the work of God. 

8:10 kingdom . . . parables. Jesus’ parables both 
concealed and revealed truths. The disciples were 
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The Parable of the Sower Explained 

lls“Now the parable is this: The seed 
is the "word of God. !2Those by the way- 
side are the ones who hear; then the dev- 
il comes and takes away the word out of 
their hearts, lest they should believe and be 
saved. 13But the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear, receive the word with 
joy; and these have no root, who believe for 
a while and in time of temptation fall away. 
14Now the ones that fell among thorns are 
those who, when they have heard, go out 
and are choked with cares, ‘riches, and 
pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to ma- 
turity. 5But the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having heard the 
word with a noble and good heart, keep it 
and bear fruit with ‘patience. 


The Parable of the Revealed Light 

16k“No one, when he has lit a lamp, cov- 
ers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, 
but sets it on a lampstand, that those who 
enter may see the ‘light. 17~For nothing is 
secret that will not be "revealed, nor any- 
thing hidden that will not be known and 
come to light. 18Therefore take heed how 
you hear. °For whoever has, to him more 
will be given; and whoever does not have, 
even what he seems to Phave will be taken 
from him.” 


Jesus’ Mother and Brothers Come 
to Him 

19aThen His mother and brothers came 
to Him, and could not approach Him be- 
cause of the crowd. 2°And it was told Him 
by some, who said, “Your mother and Your 
brothers are standing outside, desiring to 
see You.” 

21But He answered and said to them, 
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“My mother and My brothers are these 
who hear the word of God and do it.” 


Wind and Wave Obey Jesus 

22rNow it happened, on a certain day, 
that He got into a boat with His disciples. 
And He said to them, “Let us cross over 
to the other side of the lake.” And they 
launched out. 23But as they sailed He fell 
asleep. And a windstorm came down on 
the lake, and they were filling with water, 
and were in jeopardy. 24And they came 
to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, 
Master, we are perishing!” 

Then He arose and rebuked the wind 
and the raging of the water. And they 
ceased, and there was a calm. 25But He said 
to them, s“Where is your faith?” 

And they were afraid, and marveled, 
saying to one another, “Who can this be? 
For He commands even the winds and wa- 
ter, and they obey Him!” 


A Demon-Possessed Man Healed 
26uThen they sailed to the country of 
the Gadarenes,* which is opposite Galilee. 
27And when He stepped out on the land, 
there met Him a certain man from the city 
who had demons for a long time. And he 
wore no clothes,* nor did he live in a house 
but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, 
he Ycried out, fell down before Him, and 
with a loud voice said, ™“What have I to 
do with *You, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg You, do not torment me!” 29For 
He had commanded the unclean spirit to 
come out of the man. For it had often seized 
him, and he was kept under guard, bound 


*8:26 NU-Text reads Gerasenes. *8:27 NU-Text 
reads who had demons and for a long time wore 
no clothes. 


privileged to learn the truths of parables. For other 
listeners, the parables served as judgments that con- 
cealed truth, as the reference to Isaiah 6:9 indicates. 
On occasion, a parable was understood by an out- 
sider but was not accepted, thus still functioning as 
a message of judgment (20:9-19). 

8:13 who believe for a while... fall away. Brief and 
superficial encounters with the Word of God will not 
stand times of testing. A person needs to meditate 
on the truths in Scripture and establish them as prin- 
ciples for living in order to withstand the trials and 
temptations that will inevitably come. 

8:14 cares, riches, and pleasures of life. According 
to this parable, these three are the great obstacles to 
spiritual fruitfulness. The concerns of life can squelch 
spiritual growth. This type of “soil” is viewed as tragi- 
cally unsuccessful (2 Tim. 2:4; 4:10). 

8:19-20 Then his mother and brothers came to 
Him. Jesus’ family was concerned about the direc- 
tion of His ministry (Mark 3:31-35). Though some 
have suggested that the brothers here were sons of 
Joseph by a previous marriage or cousins of Jesus, 
most likely they were the sons of Joseph and Mary. 
Joseph's absence here may mean that he had died by 
this time. 


8:23 a windstorm. The calming of the wind is the 
first of four miracles in verses 22-56 that demon- 
strate Jesus’ authority over a variety of phenom- 
ena—nature, demons, disease, and death. This 
miracle took place on the Sea of Galilee. Cool air 
rushing down the ravines and hills of the area collides 
with warm air from the Sea of Galilee, causing sudden 
and strong storms. 

8:25 Where is your faith? Jesus’ question was a 
rebuke of His disciples. Because God was aware of 
their situation, they could trust in His protection, for 
He was powerful enough to control the winds and 
waves. 

8:28 Son of the Most High God. The demon’s con- 
fession recalls the angel's announcement to Mary in 
1:31-32 and the demonic confessions of 4:34, 41. 


8:119[1 Pet. 1:23] "Luke 5:1; 11:28 8:14/1 Tim. 6:9, 
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with chains and shackles; and he broke the 
bonds and was driven by the demon into 
the wilderness. 

30Jesus asked him, saying, “What is 
your name?” 

And he said, “Legion,” because many de- 
mons had entered him. 3!And they begged 
Him that He would not command them to 
go out Yinto the abyss. 

32Now a herd of many 2swine was feed- 
ing there on the mountain. So they begged 
Him that He would permit them to enter 
them. And He permitted them. 33Then 
the demons went out of the man and en- 
tered the swine, and the herd ran violent- 
ly down the steep place into the lake and 
drowned. 

34When those who fed them saw what 
had happened, they fled and told it in the 
city and in the country. 35Then they went 
out to see what had happened, and came 
to Jesus, and found the man from whom 
the demons had departed, “sitting at the 
bfeet of Jesus, clothed and in his ¢right 
mind. And they were afraid. 36They also 
who had seen it told them by what means 
he who had been demon-possessed was 
healed. 37¢Then the whole multitude of 
the surrounding region of the Gadarenes* 
easked Him to fdepart from them, for they 
were seized with great ¢fear. And He got 
into the boat and returned. 

38Now "the man from whom the demons 
had departed begged Him that he might be 
with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, 
39“Return to your own house, and tell what 
great things God has done for you.” And he 
went his way and proclaimed throughout 
the whole city what great things Jesus had 
done for him. 


A Girl Restored to Life and a 


Woman Healed 

40So it was, when Jesus returned, that 
the multitude welcomed Him, for they were 
all waiting for Him. 44‘And behold, there 
came a man named Jairus, and he was a 
ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at 
Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his 
house, 42for he had an only daughter about 
twelve years of age, and she iwas dying. 

But as He went, the multitudes thronged 
Him. 43k:Now a woman, having a !flow of 
blood for twelve years, who had spent all 


her livelihood on physicians and could not 
be healed by any, 44came from behind and 
mtouched the border of His garment. And 
immediately her flow of blood stopped. 

45And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” 

When all denied it, Peter and those with 
him* said, “Master, the multitudes throng 
and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched 
Me?’ ”* 

46But Jesus said, “Somebody touched 
Me, for I perceived "power going out from 
Me.” 47Now when the woman saw that she 
was not hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before Him, she declared to 
Him in the presence of all the people the 
reason she had touched Him and how she 
was healed immediately. 

48And He said to her, “Daughter, be of 
good cheer;* °your faith has made you well. 
»Go in peace.” 

49aWhile He was still speaking, someone 
came from the ruler of the synagogue’s 
house, saying to him, “Your daughter is 
dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.”* 

50But when Jesus heard it, He answered 
him, saying, “Do not be afraid; ‘only be- 
lieve, and she will be made well.” 5! When 
He came into the house, He permitted 
no one to go in* except Peter, James, and 
John,* and the father and mother of the 
girl. 52Now all wept and mourned for her; 
but He said, s“Do not weep; she is not dead, 
tbut sleeping.” 53And they ridiculed Him, 
knowing that she was dead. 

54But He put them all outside,* took her 
by the hand and called, saying, “Little 
girl, varise.” 55Then her spirit returned, 
and she arose immediately. And He com- 
manded that she be given something to 
eat. 56And her parents were astonished, 
but vHe charged them to tell no one what 
had happened. 


Sending Out the Twelve 
Then “He called His twelve disciples 
together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons, and to cure 


*8:37 NU-Text reads Gerasenes. *8:45 NU-Text 
omits and those with him. ¢ NU-Text omits and 
You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ *8:48 NU-Text 
omits be of good cheer. *8:49 NU-Text adds 
anymore. *8:51 NU-Text adds with Him. ¢ NU- 
Text and M-Text read Peter, John, and James. 

* 8:54 NU-Text omits put them all outside. 


8:30 Legion. This name reflects the fact that the man 
was possessed by multiple demons. A legion was a 
Roman military unit of about 6,000 soldiers. 

8:31 the abyss. This is an allusion to the underworld 
and the destruction of judgment (Rom. 10:7). 

8:44 her flow of blood stopped. This condition not 
only would have been embarrassing, it would have 
made the woman unclean (Lev. 15:25—31). It took 
great courage for her to seek out Jesus. Note that her 
action was not criticized, but commended (v. 48). 
8:52 but sleeping. Sleeping was a common 


metaphor for death. Here it indicates that the girl's 
death was not permanent. 
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diseases. 2-He sent them to preach the 
kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3¢And 
He said to them, “Take nothing for the jour- 
ney, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor 
money; and do not have two tunics apiece. 

4e“Whatever house you enter, stay there, 
and from there depart. 5‘And whoever will 
not receive you, when you go out of that 
city, shake off the very dust from your feet 
as a testimony against them.” 

6hSo they departed and went through the 
towns, preaching the gospel and healing 
everywhere. 


Herod Seeks to See Jesus 

7iNow Herod the tetrarch heard of all that 
was done by Him; and he was perplexed, 
because it was said by some that John had 
risen from the dead, 8and by some that Eli- 
jah had appeared, and by others that one 
of the old prophets had risen again. Herod 
said, “John I have beheaded, but who is this 
of whom I hear such things?” /So he sought 
to see Him. 


Feeding the Five Thousand 

10kAnd the apostles, when they had re- 
turned, told Him all that they had done. 
'Then He took them and went aside private- 
ly into a deserted place belonging to the 
city called Bethsaida. But when the mul- 
titudes knew it, they followed Him; and He 
received them and spoke to them about the 
kingdom of God, and healed those who had 
need of healing. 12™When the day began 
to wear away, the twelve came and said to 
Him, “Send the multitude away, that they 
may go into the surrounding towns and 
country, and lodge and get provisions; for 
we are in a deserted place here.” 

13But He said to them, “You give them 
something to eat.” 

And they said, “We have no more than 
five loaves and two fish, unless we go and 
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buy food for all these people.” 14For there 
were about five thousand men. 

Then He said to His disciples, “Make 
them sit down in groups of fifty.” 5And 
they did so, and made them all sit down. 

16Then He took the five loaves and the 
two fish, and looking up to heaven, He 
nblessed and broke them, and gave them 
to the disciples to set before the multitude. 
17So they all ate and were filled, and twelve 
baskets of the leftover fragments were tak- 
en up by them. 


Peter Confesses Jesus as the Christ 

180And it happened, as He was alone 
praying, that His disciples joined Him, 
and He asked them, saying, “Who do the 
crowds say that Iam?” 

19So they answered and said, »“John the 
Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others 
say that one of the old prophets has risen 
again.” 

20He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 

aPeter answered and said, “The Christ 
of God.” 


Jesus Predicts His Death and 


Resurrection 

2IrAnd He strictly warned and com- 
manded them to tell this to no one, 22say- 
ing, *“The Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised the third day.” 


Take Up the Cross and Follow Him 
23tThen He said to them all, “If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily,* and fol- 
low Me. 24“For whoever desires to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 


*9:23 M-Text omits daily. 


9:2 topreach...to heal the sick. The entire nation of 
Israel needed to see the evidence of the kingdom of 
God and make a decision concerning the King. Jesus 
commissioned His disciples to spread the word about 
God's kingdom through preaching and healing. 

9:11 spoke... healing. Jesus had the same two- 
pronged ministry that the twelve disciples had: 
preaching and healing (v. 2). The topic of Jesus’ 
preaching was always the kingdom of God. 

9:13-17 about five thousand men. This is the only 
miracle of Jesus’ ministry that appears in all four Gos- 
pels. The feeding of the 5,000 demonstrated Jesus’ 
ability to provide. 

9:20 The Christ of God. The emphasis here is on the 
messianic role of Jesus. He is the Promised One who 
was ushering in a new era. However, Jesus would 
soon reveal to the disciples that His messiahship 
would have elements of suffering that the disciples 
did not expect (vv. 22-23). 

9:22 must suffer... be rejected... be killed... 
be raised. This is the first of several predictions in 
Luke of Jesus’ suffering and vindication (v. 44; 12:50; 


13:31-33; 17:25; 18:31-33). The disciples struggled to 
understand what Jesus was saying (v. 45; 18:34). They 
could not comprehend how Jesus’ predictions fit into 
God’s plan. Only after Jesus’ resurrection and His 
explanation of the Scriptures to them did they begin 
to understand (24:25-27,44-49). 

9:23 take up his cross daily. Although Jesus offered 
salvation as a free gift (John 1:12; 3:16-18), He also 
warned that following Him would entail suffering 
and hardship (Matt. 5:10-12; Rom. 8:17; 2 Thess. 1:5). 
9:24-25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains 
the whole world. |t makes no sense to attempt to 
save our lives on earth only to lose everything when 
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for My sake will save it. 25vFor what profit 
is it to a man if he gains the whole world, 
and is himself destroyed or lost? 26~For 
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, 
of him the Son of Man will be xashamed 
when He comes in His own glory, and in 
His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 2””But I 
tell you truly, there are some standing here 
who shall not taste death till they see the 
kingdom of God.” 


Jesus Transfigured on the Mount 

28zNow it came to pass, about eight 
days after these sayings, that He took Pe- 
ter, John, and James and went up on the 
mountain to pray. 29As He prayed, the ap- 
pearance of His face was altered, and His 
robe became white and glistening. 39And 
behold, two men talked with Him, who 
were “Moses and Elijah, 3!who appeared 
in glory and spoke of His decease which 
He was about to accomplish at Jerusa- 
lem. 32But Peter and those with him ‘were 
heavy with sleep; and when they were fully 
awake, they saw His glory and the two men 
who stood with Him. 33Then it happened, 
as they were parting from Him, that Peter 
said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to 
be here; and let us make three tabernacles: 
one for You, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah”’—not knowing what he said. 

34While he was saying this, a cloud 
came and overshadowed them; and they 
were fearful as they entered the ¢cloud. 
35And a voice came out of the cloud, say- 
ing, ¢“This is My beloved Son.* fHear Him!” 
36When the voice had ceased, Jesus was 
found alone. But they kept quiet, and told 
no one in those days any of the things they 
had seen. 


A Boy Is Healed 

37hNow it happened on the next day, 
when they had come down from the moun- 
tain, that a great multitude met Him. 38Sud- 
denly a man from the multitude cried out, 
saying, “Teacher, I implore You, look on my 
son, for he is my only child. 38And behold, a 
spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; 


it convulses him so that he foams at the 
mouth; and it departs from him with great 
difficulty, bruising him. 4°So I implored 
Your disciples to cast it out, but they could 
not.” 

41Then Jesus answered and said, “O 
faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you and bear with you? 
Bring your son here.” 42And as he was still 
coming, the demon threw him down and 
convulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the 
unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave 
him back to his father. 


Jesus Again Predicts His Death 

43 And they were all amazed at the maj- 
esty of God. 

But while everyone marveled at all the 
things which Jesus did, He said to His dis- 
ciples, 44‘“Let these words sink down into 
your ears, for the Son of Man is about to 
be betrayed into the hands of men.” 4/But 
they did not understand this saying, and it 
was hidden from them so that they did not 
perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him 
about this saying. 


Who Is the Greatest? 

46kThen a dispute arose among them as 
to which of them would be greatest. 47And 
Jesus, 'perceiving the thought of their 
heart, took a little child and set him by 
Him, 48and said to them, "“Whoever re- 
ceives this little child in My name receives 
Me; and owhoever receives Me Preceives 
Him who sent Me. ¢For he who is least 
among you all will be great.” 


Jesus Forbids Sectarianism 

49rNow John answered and said, “Mas- 
ter, we Saw someone casting out demons 
in Your name, and we forbade him because 
he does not follow with us.” 

50But Jesus said to him, “Do not forbid 
him, for she who is not against us* is on 
our* side.” 


*9:35 NU-Text reads This is My Son, the Chosen 
One. *9:50 NU-Text reads you. * NU-Text reads 
your. 


our lives quickly and inevitably pass away. The wise 
course is to invest our earthly resources—our time, 
talents, and wealth—in what is eternal. 

9:31 spoke of His decease. This important allusion to 
the central Old Testament event of salvation is unique 
to Luke’s account of the transfiguration. The compari- 
son is made between Jesus’ death and the journey to 
salvation that the nation of Israel experienced under 
Moses. 

9:34 cloud. This is an allusion to the presence of God 
(Ex. 40:35). 

9:41 O faithless and perverse generation. This 
rebuke suggests that the disciples lacked the faith to 
cast out the spirit described in verses 38-40. There is 
also a hint of a competitive spirit among the disciples 
(v. 46). 

9:45 they were afraid to ask. The indication here is 
that the disciples still had much to learn. Their fear 


shows that they understood something about what 
Jesus said, but they did not understand how and why 
Jesus could say such things about Himself, since He 
was the Messiah. The suffering of the Messiah was 
something the disciples did not yet understand. They 
would continue to be confused in their understand- 
ing of how such suffering fit into God’s plan until 
Jesus’ death and resurrection (24:25-26,43-49). 


9:25”Mark 8:36 9:26”[Rom. 1:16] * Matt. 10:33 
9:27Y Matt. 16:28 9:282Mark9:2-8 9:30¢Heb. 
11:23-29 62 Kin.2:1-11 9:32 Dan. 8:18; 10:9 
9:344Ex. 13:21 9:35 [Matt. 3:17; 12:18] fActs 3:22 
9:369 Matt. 17:9 9:37" Mark9:14-27  9:44/Matt. 
17:22. 9:45/Mark 9:32 9:46* Matt. 18:1-5 

9:47! Matt.9:4 "Luke 18:17 9:48” Matt. 18:5 ?John 
12:44 P John 13:20 7Eph. 3:8 9:49" Mark 9:38-40 
9:505 Luke 11:23 


A Samaritan Village Rejects 


the Savior 

51Now it came to pass, when the time 
had come for ‘Him to be received up, that 
He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusa- 
lem, 52and sent messengers before His face. 
And as they went, they entered a village of 
the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53But 
uthey did not receive Him, because His face 
was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54And 
when His disciples James and John saw 
this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven 
and consume them, just as WElijah did?”* 

55But He turned and rebuked them,* and 
said, “You do not know what manner of 
xspirit you are of. 56For ythe Son of Man did 
not come to destroy men’s lives but to save 
them.”* And they went to another village. 


The Cost of Discipleship 

57zNow it happened as they journeyed on 
the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, 
I will follow You wherever You go.” 

58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man ¢has nowhere to lay His 
head.” 

59> Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” 

But he said, “Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father.” 

60Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury 
their own dead, but you go and preach the 
kingdom of God.” 

61And another also said, “Lord, ¢I will 
follow You, but let me first go and bid them 
farewell who are at my house.” 

62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having 
put his hand to the plow, and looking back, 
is ¢fit for the kingdom of God.” 


The Seventy Sent Out 
1 After these things the Lord appointed 
seventy others also,* and “sent them 
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two by two before His face into every city 
and place where He Himself was about to 
go. 2Then He said to them, “The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few; 
therefore ‘pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest. 3Go 
your way; “behold, I send you out as lambs 
among wolves. 4¢Carry neither money bag, 
knapsack, nor sandals; and fgreet no one 
along the road. 5s:But whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6And 
if a son of peace is there, your peace will 
rest on it; if not, it will return to you. 77And 
remain in the same house, ‘eating and 
drinking such things as they give, for ithe 
laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go 
from house to house. 8Whatever city you 
enter, and they receive you, eat such things 
as are set before you. 9*And heal the sick 
there, and say to them, '‘The kingdom of 
God has come near to you.’ !9But whatever 
city you enter, and they do not receive you, 
go out into its streets and say, ‘The very 
dust of your city which clings to us* we 
wipe off against you. Nevertheless know 
this, that the kingdom of God has come 
near you.’ !2But* I say to you that "it will be 
more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than 
for that city. 


Woe to the Impenitent Cities 
130“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which 
were done in you had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 4But it 
will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 


*9:54 NU-Text omits just as Elijah did. 

*9:55 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 

*9:56 NU-Text omits the first sentence of this 
verse. *10:1 NU-Text reads seventy-two others. 
* 10:11 NU-Text reads our feet. * 10:12 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit But. 


9:51 He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusa- 
lem. This is the first indication that Jesus’ attention 
was turning toward His final suffering in Jerusalem 
(v. 53; 13:22; 17:11; 18:31; 19:11,28,41). Luke's Gospel 
uniquely emphasizes this journey to Jerusalem. 

9:52 Samaritans. These people were the descen- 
dants of Jews who had married Gentiles after the 
fall of the northern kingdom, Israel. The Samaritans 
eventually developed their own religious rites which 
they practiced on Mount Gerizim instead of at the 
temple in Jerusalem. Though there was deep hostil- 
ity between Jews and Samaritans, Jesus ministered 
to both groups. 

9:54 command fire to come down. James and John 
wanted Jesus to bring judgment upon the Samaritan 
villages that refused to respond to His message, just 
as Elijah had done in 2 Kings 1:9-16. Their demand for 
judgment was antithetical to Jesus’ loving response 
(v. 56). 

9:59 let me first go and bury my father. This aspir- 
ing disciple placed family responsibilities ahead 
of following Jesus. The concerns of home were this 
man’s stumbling block. 


9:62 fit for the kingdom. This remark of Jesus 
demonstrates the seriousness of commitment to 
Him. 

10:2 The harvest truly is great. The picture of a great 
harvest suggests that a positive response awaited the 
laborers, even in the face of much rejection. 

10:3 lambs among wolves. This image from Isaiah 
40:11 was a popular one in Judaism. 

10:13 if the mighty works... had been done. Jesus’ 
remark was meant to wake the people up to what 
their rejection of Him signified. 
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at the judgment than for you. 5¢And you, 
Capernaum, who are ‘exalted to heaven, 
swill be brought down to Hades.* 16tHe who 
hears you hears Me, vhe who rejects you 
rejects Me, and vhe who rejects Me rejects 
Him who sent Me.” 


The Seventy Return with Joy 

17Then “the seventy* returned with joy, 
saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject 
to us in Your name.” 

18And He said to them, *“I saw Satan 
fall like lightning from heaven. !8Behold, 
yI give you the authority to trample on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you. 29Nevertheless do not 
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject 
to you, but rather* rejoice because zyour 
names are written in heaven.” 


Jesus Rejoices in the Spirit 

21aTn that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spir- 
it and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that You have hidden 
these things from the wise and prudent 
and revealed them to babes. Even so, Fa- 
ther, for so it seemed good in Your sight. 
22bA11* things have been delivered to Me by 
My Father, and ‘no one knows who the Son 
is except the Father, and who the Father is 
except the Son, and the one to whom the 
Son wills to reveal Him.” 

23Then He turned to His disciples and 
said privately, ““Blessed are the eyes which 
see the things you see; 24for I tell you ethat 
many prophets and kings have desired to 


see what you see, and have not seen it, and to 
hear what you hear, and have not heard it.” 


The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

25And behold, a certain lawyer stood up 
and tested Him, saying, ‘“Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26He said to him, “What is written in the 
law? What is your reading of it?” 

27So he answered and said, #“‘You shall 
love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind,”* and " ‘your neigh- 
bor as yourself.’”* 

28And He said to him, “You have an- 
swered rightly; do this and ‘you will live.” 

29But he, wanting to jjustify himself, said 
to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30Then Jesus answered and said: “A 
certain man went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who 
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half dead. 3INow 
by chance a certain priest came down that 
road. And when he saw him, “he passed by 
on the other side. 32Likewise a Levite, when 
he arrived at the place, came and looked, 
and passed by on the other side. 33But a 
certain ‘Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
where he was. And when he saw him, he 
had ™compassion. 34So he went to him and 


* 10:15 NU-Text reads will you be exalted to 
heaven? You will be thrust down to Hades! 

* 10:17 NU-Text reads seventy-two. * 10:20 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit rather. *10:22 M-Text 
reads And turning to the disciples He said, “All... 
* 10:27 Deuteronomy 6:5 Leviticus 19:18 


10:16 He who hears you hears Me. Hearing the 
messenger is the same as hearing the One who sent 
him. Authority resides not in the messenger, but in 
the person the messenger represents, the source of 
the message. 

10:18 | saw Satan. This verse provides a commen- 
tary on what the disciples’ healing ministry meant. 
The reversal of the effects of sin and death, which 
Satan introduced through his deception in Genesis 3 
is portrayed graphically as Satan falling from heaven. 
Jesus’ ministry and what grows out of it represents 
the defeat of Satan, sin, and death. 

10:19-20 | give you the authority. This passage 
records the transmission of Jesus’ power to His imme- 
diate circle of disciples. It should be noted that similar 
power was not given beyond that circle of disciples. 
10:22 All things have been delivered to Me. This is 
Jesus’ declaration of total authority as the Son of God 
(John 10:18; 17:2). Jesus declares His unique relation- 
ship with God the Father. The Lord reveals Himself 
only through Jesus. To know God, one must know His 
Son, Jesus. 

10:25-26 what shall | do to inherit eternal life. The 
question posed by the lawyer is really a challenge, 
since the verse speaks of the testing of Jesus. This is 
a similar, though probably distinct, event from Mat- 
thew 22:34-40 and Mark 12:28-34. To inherit some- 
thing is to receive it. In other words, the man was 
asking, “What must | do to share in the reward at the 
resurrection of the righteous at the end?” 


10:27 love the Lorp ... your neighbor. The lawyer 
responded to Jesus’ question by quoting Deuteron- 
omy 6:5, a text that was recited twice a day by every 
faithful Jew. This text summarized the central ethical 
standard of the law. 

10:28 do this and you will live. Jesus was not saying 
that righteousness is the result of works. Rather He 
was saying that love for and obedience to God will be 
a natural result of placing one’s faith in the Lord. 
10:29 who is my neighbor. This question was an 
attempt to limit the demands of the law by suggest- 
ing that some people are neighbors while others are 
not. The lawyer was looking for minimal obedience 
while Jesus was looking for absolute obedience. 
10:30 Jerusalem to Jericho. This was a 17-mile jour- 
ney on a road known to harbor many robbers. 
10:31-33 priest ... Levite... Samaritan. Part of 
the beauty of the story of the Good Samaritan is 
the reversal of stereotypes. The priest and Levite 
traditionally would have been the “good guys.” The 


10:15 7 Matt. 11:23 "Is. 14:13-15 5 Ezek. 26:20 

10:16 ‘John 13:20 “1 Thess. 4:8 VJohn 5:23 
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bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine; and he set him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. 35On the next day, when he departed,* 
he took out two "denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of 
him; and whatever more you spend, when 
I come again, I will repay you.’ 36So which 
of these three do you think was neighbor to 
him who fell among the thieves?” 

37And he said, “He who showed mercy 
on him.” 

Then Jesus said to him, °“Go and do like- 
wise.” 


Mary and Martha Worship and Serve 

38Now it happened as they went that 
He entered a certain village; and a cer- 
tain woman named ?Martha welcomed 
Him into her house. 39And she had a sis- 
ter called Mary, ¢who also ‘sat at Jesus’* 
feet and heard His word. 4°But Martha 
was distracted with much serving, and she 
approached Him and said, “Lord, do You 
not care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” 

41And Jesus* answered and said to her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
troubled about many things. 42But sone 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that 
good part, which will not be taken away 
from her.” 


The Model Prayer 


1 Now it came to pass, as He was 
praying in a certain place, when He 
ceased, that one of His disciples said to 
Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples.” 
2So He said to them, “When you pray, 
say: 


aOur Father in heaven,* 
Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come.* 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 


Luke 11:14 @ 1141 
4 And >forgive us our sins, 
For we also forgive everyone who is 
indebted to us. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one.”* 


A Friend Comes at Midnight 

5And He said to them, “Which of you 
shall have a friend, and go to him at mid- 
night and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves; ®for a friend of mine has come to me 
on his journey, and I have nothing to set 
before him’; 7and he will answer from with- 
in and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is 
now shut, and my children are with me in 
bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8I say 
to you, ‘though he will not rise and give to 
him because he is his friend, yet because of 
his persistence he will rise and give him as 
many as he needs. 


Keep Asking, Seeking, Knocking 

§d“So I say to you, ask, and it will be giv- 
en to you; ¢seek, and you will find; knock, 
and it will be opened to you. !°For everyone 
who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened. 
ll/If a son asks for bread* from any father 
among you, will he give him a stone? Or if 
he asks for a fish, will he give him a ser- 
pent instead of a fish? !2Or if he asks for an 
egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If you 
then, being evil, know how to give ¢good 
gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask Him!” 


A House Divided Cannot Stand 
14hAnd He was casting out a demon, and 
it was mute. So it was, when the demon had 


* 10:35 NU-Text omits when he departed. 

* 10:39 NU-Text reads the Lord’s. *10:41 NU- 
Text reads the Lord. *11:2 NU-Text omits Our 
and in heaven. ¢ NU-Text omits the rest of this 
verse. *11:4 NU-Text omits But deliver us from 
the evilone. *11:11 NU-Text omits the words 
from bread through for in the next sentence. 


Samaritan would have been a “bad guy,” a person 
who compromised in religious matters. However, 
the Samaritan knew how to treat his neighbor. The 
neighbor here was not someone the Samaritan knew 
or even someone of the same race, just someone in 
need. 

10:36 which... was neighbor. The central issue is 
not determining who one’s neighbor is, but being a 
good neighbor to all. 

11:1 Lord, teach us to pray. The Lord's Prayer illus- 
trates the variety of requests that one can and should 
make to God, as well as displaying the humble atti- 
tude that should accompany prayer. The use of the 
plural pronoun “us” throughout the prayer shows 
that it is not just the prayer of one person for his or 
her own personal needs, but a community prayer. 
11:2 Your kingdom come. The reference here is 
to God's program and promise. This is more affir- 
mation than request, highlighting the petitioner's 


submission to God's will and the desire to see God's 
work come to pass. 

11:4 we also forgive. The petitioner recognizes that 
if mercy is to be sought from God, then mercy must 
be shown to others. We need to adopt the same stan- 
dard that we expect others to follow. do not lead us 
into temptation. This remark is often misunderstood 
as suggesting that perhaps God can lead us into sin. 
The point is that if one is to avoid sin, one must follow 
where God leads. In short, the petitioner asks God for 
the spiritual protection necessary to avoid falling into 
sin. 
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gone out, that the mute spoke; and the mul- 
titudes marveled. But some of them said, 
i“He casts out demons by Beelzebub,* the 
ruler of the demons.” 

16Others, testing Him, isought from Him 
a sign from heaven. !7kBut 'He, knowing 
their thoughts, said to them: “Every king- 
dom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation, and a house divided against 
a house falls. 18If Satan also is divided 
against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? Because you say I cast out demons 
by Beelzebub. 19And if I cast out demons 
by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast 
them out? Therefore they will be your judg- 
es. 20But if I cast out demons ™with the fin- 
ger of God, surely the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. 2!"When a strong man, ful- 
ly armed, guards his own palace, his goods 
are in peace. 22But when a stronger than 
he comes upon him and overcomes him, he 
takes from him all his armor in which he 
trusted, and divides his spoils. 28> He who is 
not with Me is against Me, and he who does 
not gather with Me scatters. 


An Unclean Spirit Returns 

24a°When an unclean spirit goes out of 
a man, he goes through dry places, seek- 
ing rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will 
return to my house from which I came.’ 
25And when he comes, he finds it swept 
and put in order. 26Then he goes and takes 
with him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself, and they enter and dwell 
there; and ‘the last state of that man is 
worse than the first.” 


Keeping the Word 

27And it happened, as He spoke these 
things, that a certain woman from the 
crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 
s“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and 
the breasts which nursed You!” 


28But He said, ‘“More than that, blessed 
are those who hear the word of God and 
keep it!” 


Seeking a Sign 

29uAnd while the crowds were thickly 
gathered together, He began to say, “This 
is an evil generation. It seeks a vsign, and 
no sign will be given to it except the sign 
of Jonah the prophet.* 39For as wJonah 
became a sign to the Ninevites, so also 
the Son of Man will be to this generation. 
31xThe queen of the South will rise up in the 
judgment with the men of this generation 
and condemn them, for she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Sol- 
omon; and indeed a Ygreater than Solomon 
is here. 32The men of Nineveh will rise 
up in the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it, for zthey repented at the 
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater 
than Jonah is here. 


The Lamp of the Body 

33a“No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts 
it in a secret place or under a basket, but 
on a lampstand, that those who come in 
may see the light. 34¢eThe lamp of the body 
is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is 
good, your whole body also is full of light. 
But when your eye is bad, your body also is 
full of darkness. 35Therefore take heed that 
the light which is in you is not darkness. 
36If then your whole body is full of light, 
having no part dark, the whole body will 
be full of light, as when the bright shining 
of a lamp gives you light.” 


Woe to the Pharisees and Lawyers 
37And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee 
asked Him to dine with him. So He went in 


* 11:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Beelzebul. 
* 11:29 NU-Text omits the prophet. 


11:17-18 you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub. 
The attribution of Jesus’ miracles to Satan was not 
only blasphemous, it was illogical. If Satan had cast 
out the demon (v. 14), he would have been destroying 
the result of his own work. 

11:20 the finger of God. This phrase is an allusion to 
God’s power, like that demonstrated in the Exodus 
(Ex. 8:19; Deut. 9:10; Ps. 8:3). the kingdom of God 
has come upon you. Jesus’ miracles represented 
the arrival of God’s power and promise—in short, 
His rule. That rule comes in and through Jesus. The 
miracles of Jesus demonstrated God's victory over 
the forces of evil. The kingdom program, depicted 
as drawing near, will be consummated at the return 
of Jesus when this rule is manifested over every crea- 
ture. 

11:22 when a stronger than he. Jesus portrays Him- 
self as someone stronger than Satan who overruns 
Satan's house and gives the spoils of victory to those 
who are His (Eph. 4:8-9). 

11:23 He who is not with Me. Jesus’ ministry forces 
everyone to make a choice. Neutrality is not an 


option. Either Jesus comes from God or He does not. 
Not to align with Jesus is to be against Him. 

11:26 the last state. Jesus’ point is that experiencing 
God's blessing and then ignoring it leaves one callous 
towards the work of God and exposed to the control 
of demonic forces. 

11:29 the sign of Jonah. This refers to his prophetic 
call to repentance rather than to the resurrection 
foreshadowed by Jonah’s return from the belly of the 
great fish. 

11:36 your whole body is full of light. A person 
can become like light, a living picture of what God’s 
Word teaches, by concentrating on the light of the 
truth. 
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and sat down to eat. 38¢When the Pharisee 
saw it, he marveled that He had not first 
washed before dinner. 

39eThen the Lord said to him, “Now you 
Pharisees make the outside of the cup and 
dish clean, but your inward part is full of 
greed and wickedness. 4°Foolish ones! Did 
not He who made the outside make the in- 
side also? “1hBut rather give alms of such 
things as you have; then indeed all things 
are clean to you. 

42i“But woe to you Pharisees! For you 
tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, 
and ‘pass by justice and the love of God. 
These you ought to have done, without 
leaving the others undone. 43'Woe to you 
Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the 
synagogues and greetings in the market- 
places. 44™Woe to you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites!* "For you are like graves 
which are not seen, and the men who walk 
over them are not aware of them.” 

45Then one of the lawyers answered 
and said to Him, “Teacher, by saying these 
things You reproach us also.” 

46And He said, “Woe to you also, law- 
yers! °For you load men with burdens hard 
to bear, and you yourselves do not touch 
the burdens with one of your fingers. 
47»Woe to you! For you build the tombs of 
the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 
48]Tn fact, you bear witness that you approve 
the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed 
killed them, and you build their tombs. 
49Therefore the wisdom of God also said, 
aT will send them prophets and apostles, 
and some of them they will kill and per- 
secute,’ 59that the blood of all the prophets 
which was shed from the foundation of the 
world may be required of this generation, 


Luke 12:5 @ 1143 


5I'from the blood of Abel to sthe blood of 
Zechariah who perished between the altar 
and the temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be 
required of this generation. 

52t“Woe to you lawyers! For you have 
taken away the key of knowledge. You 
did not enter in yourselves, and those who 
were entering in you hindered.” 

53And as He said these things to them,* 
the scribes and the Pharisees began to as- 
sail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine 
Him about many things, *4lying in wait for 
Him, and “seeking to catch Him in some- 
ioe He might say, that they might accuse 

im.* 


Beware of Hypocrisy 
1 In “the meantime, when an innumer- 
able multitude of people had gathered 
together, so that they trampled one anoth- 
er, He began to say to His disciples first 
of all, “Beware of the leaven of the Phar- 
isees, which is hypocrisy. 2°For there is 
nothing covered that will not be revealed, 
nor hidden that will not be known. ?There- 
fore whatever you have spoken in the dark 
will be heard in the light, and what you 
have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will 
be proclaimed on the housetops. 


Jesus Teaches the Fear of God 
4d“And I say to you, ¢My friends, do not 
be afraid of those who kill the body, and af- 
ter that have no more that they can do. 5But 
I will show you whom you should fear: Fear 


* 11:44 NU-Text omits scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites. * 11:53 NU-Text reads And when He 
left there. *11:54 NU-Text omits and seeking 
and that they might accuse Him. 


11:39 make the outside... clean. These condemna- 
tions by Jesus are similar to those in Matthew 23. The 
Pharisees washed the outside of cups, making sure 
that the cups had not become unclean through con- 
tact with a dead insect (Lev. 11:31-38). Jesus pointed 
out that the Pharisees concerned themselves with 
outward appearances and ritual cleanness, while 
what was inside, what really counts, was full of self- 
ishness and evil. 

11:42 tithe mint and rue. Some Pharisees took the 
strictest interpretation and counted almost anything, 
including spices. However, they neglected two basic 
things that the prophets also had warned about: love 
and justice (Mic. 6:8; Zech. 7:8-10). 

11:46 burdens. This term refers to a ship’s cargo. The 
idea is that a heavy strain was being imposed on the 
people and yet, in the end, this burden did not bring 
them close to God. Here Jesus rebuked the tradition 
that had grown up around the law of Moses. 
11:47-48 you build the tombs of the prophets. 
Jesus made a biting, ironic comparison between the 
current generation of Israel and the generations of 
the past. Jesus was saying that the current generation 
finished the job of slaying the prophets that the pre- 
vious generation had started. The building and care 
of tombs was supposed to be an act of honoring the 
prophets, but Jesus pointed out that something else 
was really going on. 


11:52 Woe to you lawyers. Jesus charged the lawyers 
with doing the opposite of what they claimed their 
calling to be. Rather than bringing people nearer to 
God, they had removed the possibility of their enter- 
ing into that knowledge, and had prevented others 
from understanding it as well. 

12:1-2 leaven. This represents the presence of cor- 
ruption. Unleavened bread is what the Jews ate at 
Passover (Ex. 12:14—-20). The corruption in view here 
is hypocrisy. Practicing hypocrisy is senseless because 
eventually all deeds—both good and evil—will be 
exposed. 

12:4 do not be afraid of those who kill the body. 
This verse anticipates the presence of severe religious 
persecution in response to Jesus’ remarks in Luke 
11:39-54. 

12:5 Fear Him. Even in the context of physical 
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Him who, after He has killed, has power to 
cast into hell; yes, I say to you, ‘fear Him! 

6“Are not five sparrows sold for two 
copper coins?* And Snot one of them is for- 
gotten before God. 7But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered. Do not fear 
therefore; you are of more value than many 
sparrows. 


Confess Christ Before Men 

8h“Also I say to you, whoever confesses 
Me ‘before men, him the Son of Man also 
will confess before the angels of God. 9But 
he who idenies Me before men will be de- 
nied before the angels of God. 

10“And Ranyone who speaks a word 
against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven 
him; but to him who blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. 

11“Now when they bring you to the syn- 
agogues and magistrates and authorities, 
do not worry about how or what you should 
answer, or what you should say. !2For the 
Holy Spirit will "teach you in that very 
hour what you ought to say.” 


The Parable of the Rich Fool 

13Then one from the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the in- 
heritance with me.” 

M4But He said to him, “Man, who made 
Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 
And He said to them, °“Take heed and 
beware of covetousness,* for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of the things 
he possesses.” 

16Then He spoke a parable to them, 
saying: “The ground of a certain rich man 
yielded plentifully. 17And he thought with- 
in himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since 
I have no room to store my crops?’ 18So 
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build greater, and there I will 
store all my crops and my goods. !8And I 
will say to my soul, °“Soul, you have many 
goods laid up for many years; take your 


ease; deat, drink, and be merry.”’ 2°But God 
said to him, ‘Fool! This night "your soul will 
be required of you; sthen whose will those 
things be which you have provided?’ 

21“So is he who lays up treasure for him- 
self, ‘and is not rich toward God.” 


Do Not Worry 

22Then He said to His disciples, “There- 
fore I say to you, “do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat; nor about the body, 
what you will put on. 28Life is more than 
food, and the body is more than clothing. 
24Consider the ravens, for they neither sow 
nor reap, which have neither storehouse 
nor barn; and vGod feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the birds? 
25And which of you by worrying can add 
one cubit to his stature? 26If you then are 
not able to do the least, why are you anx- 
ious for the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and 
yet I say to you, even “Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28If 
then God so clothes the grass, which today 
is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, how much more will He clothe 
you, O you of *little faith? 

29“And do not seek what you should eat 
or what you should drink, nor have an 
anxious mind. 39For all these things the 
nations of the world seek after, and your 
Father yknows that you need these things. 
31zBut seek the kingdom of God, and all 
these things* shall be added to you. 

32“TDo not fear, little flock, for 4it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom. 335Sell what you have and give calms; 
dprovide yourselves money bags which do 
not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that 
does not fail, where no thief approaches 


* 12:6 Greek assarion, a coin of very small 
value *12:15 NU-Text reads all covetousness. 
* 12:31 NU-Text reads His kingdom, and these 
things. 


persecution, the only One believers should fear is 
God, who sees how we live and judges us. Jesus was 
not guaranteeing physical preservation in this life, 
but was opening the prospect of deliverance in the 
next life. 

12:6 two copper coins. These were the smallest 
coins in circulation, worth about one-sixteenth of a 
basic day’s wages. 

12:14 who made Me a judge. Jesus refuses to enter 
into a dispute over money, which is clearly dividing 
a family. Such disputes over money destroy relation- 
ships, so Jesus tells a parable that explains the danger 
of focusing on wealth. 

12:18-19 | will do this. Including verse 17, the word 
“I” appears six times, showing the selfish focus this 
man has as a result of his fortune. His plan is to store 
his abundant resources for himself, as though the 
assets were his alone and should be hoarded. This 
focus on the self is what Jesus is condemning. 
12:27-29 God so clothes the grass. This illustration 
indicates that God cares enough to provide beauty 


for the parts of His creation that have a short life. Why 
should we worry if God takes such care of even the 
smallest blade of grass? The Lord knows our prob- 
lems and will provide us with what we need. 

12:33 Sell what you have. In contrast to the world’s 
hoarding of possessions, the disciple must be gener- 
ous with what God gives. By serving God and others, 
you can invest in your eternal future. You cannot take 
possessions with you in the next life, but you can store 
up an eternal treasure by giving to others (Phil. 4:17). 
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nor moth destroys. 34For where your trea- 
sure is, there your heart will be also. 


The Faithful Servant and the Evil 


Servant 

35e“Let your waist be girded and fyour 
lamps burning; 36and you yourselves be 
like men who wait for their master, when 
he will return from the wedding, that when 
he comes and knocks they may open to him 
immediately. 37sBlessed are those servants 
whom the master, when he comes, will find 
watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he 
will gird himself and have them sit down to 
eat, and will come and serve them. 38And 
if he should come in the second watch, or 
come in the third watch, and find them so, 
blessed are those servants. 39hBut know 
this, that if the master of the house had 
known what hour the thief would come, he 
would have watched and* not allowed his 
house to be broken into. 40’Therefore you 
also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an hour you do not expect.” 

41Then Peter said to Him, “Lord, do You 
speak this parable only to us, or to all peo- 
ple?” 

42And the Lord said, /“Who then is that 
faithful and wise steward, whom his mas- 
ter will make ruler over his household, 
to give them their portion of food in due 
season? 43Blessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing when he 
comes. 44kTruly, I say to you that he will 
make him ruler over all that he has. 45'But 
if that servant says in his heart, ‘My mas- 
ter is delaying his coming,’ and begins to 
beat the male and female servants, and to 
eat and drink and be drunk, 4¢the master 
of that servant will come on a "day when 
he is not looking for him, and at an hour 


Luke 12:56 @ 1145 
when he is not aware, and will cut him 
in two and appoint him his portion with 
the unbelievers. 47And "that servant who 
°knew his master’s will, and did not pre- 
pare himself or do according to his will, 
shall be beaten with many stripes. 48»But 
he who did not know, yet committed 
things deserving of stripes, shall be beat- 
en with few. For everyone to whom much 
is given, from him much will be required; 
and to whom much has been committed, 
of him they will ask the more. 


Christ Brings Division 

49a“T came to send fire on the earth, and 
how I wish it were already kindled! 59But 
tT have a baptism to be baptized with, and 
how distressed I am till it is saccomplished! 
51tDo you suppose that I came to give peace 
on earth? I tell you, not at all, ubut rather 
division. 52vFor from now on five in one 
house will be divided: three against two, 
and two against three. 53wFather will be 
divided against son and son against fa- 
ther, mother against daughter and daugh- 
ter against mother, mother-in-law against 
her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law.” 


Discern the Time 

54Then He also said to the multitudes, 
x“Whenever you see a cloud rising out of 
the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower 
is coming’; and so it is. 55And when you see 
the ysouth wind blow, you say, ‘There will 
be hot weather’; and there is. 5*Hypocrites! 
You can discern the face of the sky and of 
the earth, but how is it you do not discern 
2this time? 


* 12:39 NU-Text reads he would not have allowed. 


12:34 where your treasure is. What people consider 
valuable is where their energy will be spent. Know- 
ing God and investing in His purposes should be the 
treasure we seek. 

12:38 if he should come in the second watch, or 
come inthe third watch. This verse speaks of areturn 
at an unusually late hour. The exact time referred to 
depends on which system of time was used. In the 
Roman system the second and third watch would be 
9 P.M. to 3 A.M. By the Jewish method it would be 10 
P.M. to 6 A.M. 

12:41 only to us, or to all. Peter asked if Jesus’ 
teaching was for the disciples only or for all people. 
Jesus did not answer the question directly. Instead 
He described a variety of categories of servants. 
Servants are those who belong to the Master and 
have their stewardship evaluated (19:11—27). Several 
responses, from faithfulness to blatant disobedience, 
are described in verses 42-48. The issue is who lives 
life in a way that looks for, and takes seriously, the 
return of Jesus (1 John 2:28). 

12:45 begins to beat the male and female ser- 
vants. This servant is depicted as consciously doing 
the opposite of caring for others, and of treating the 
Master's return as irrelevant. 


12:46 will cut him in two. The image of being slain 
indicates the severity of this judgment, especially in 
contrast to the whippings of verses 47 and 48. 

12:49 | came to send fire on the earth. Fire is an 
image associated with God's judgment (Jer. 5:14; 
23:29). Jesus’ coming brings judgment on those who 
refuse to accept Him and divides the believers from 
the faithless. 

12:54-55 a cloud rising out of the west. |n Pales- 
tine, a western breeze meant moisture coming from 
the Mediterranean Sea. A south wind meant hot air 
coming from the desert. 

12:56 Hypocrites. Jesus rebuked His audience for 
being able to discern the weather but not what God 
was doing through Him. 
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Make Peace with Your Adversary 
57“Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do 
you not judge what is right? 58¢When you 
go with your adversary to the magistrate, 
make every effort along the way to settle 
with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the 
judge deliver you to the officer, and the of- 
ficer throw you into prison. 59] tell you, you 
shall not depart from there till you have 
paid the very last mite.” 


Repent or Perish 
1 There were present at that season 
some who told Him about the Galile- 
ans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. 2And Jesus answered and 
said to them, “Do you suppose that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all oth- 
er Galileans, because they suffered such 
things? 3] tell you, no; but unless you re- 
pent you will all likewise perish. 4Or those 
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 
and killed them, do you think that they 
were worse sinners than all other men 
who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5] tell you, no; 
but unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.” 


The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 

6He also spoke this parable: ““A certain 
man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, 
and he came seeking fruit on it and found 
none. 7Then he said to the keeper of his 
vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find 
none. Cut it down; why does it use up the 
ground?’ 8But he answered and said to him, 
‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig 
around it and fertilize it. 9And if it bears 
fruit, well. But if not, after that* you can 
bcut it down.’” 


A Spirit of Infirmity 

10Now He was teaching in one of the 
synagogues on the Sabbath. !!And behold, 
there was a woman who had a spirit of in- 
firmity eighteen years, and was bent over 
and could in no way raise herself up. !2But 
when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him 


and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed 
from your cinfirmity.” 4And He laid His 
hands on her, and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God. 

M4But the ruler of the synagogue an- 
swered with indignation, because Jesus 
had ehealed on the Sabbath; and he said to 
the crowd, f“There are six days on which 
men ought to work; therefore come and be 
healed on them, and £not on the Sabbath 
day.” 

15The Lord then answered him and said, 
“Hypocrite!* Does not each one of you on 
the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from 
the stall, and lead it away to water it? 16So 
ought not this woman, ‘being a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think 
of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from 
this bond on the Sabbath?” 17”And when He 
said these things, all His adversaries were 
put to shame; and all the multitude rejoiced 
for all the glorious things that were idone 
by Him. 


The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

18kThen He said, “What is the kingdom 
of God like? And to what shall I compare 
it? 19It is like a mustard seed, which a man 
took and put in his garden; and it grew and 
became a large* tree, and the birds of the 
air nested in its branches.” 


The Parable of the Leaven 

20And again He said, “To what shall I 
liken the kingdom of God? 2!It is like leav- 
en, which a woman took and hid in three 
'measures* of meal till it was all leavened.” 


The Narrow Way 

22mAnd He went through the cities and 
villages, teaching, and journeying toward 
Jerusalem. 23Then one said to Him, “Lord, 
are there "few who are saved?” 


* 13:9 NU-Text reads And if it bears fruit after 
that, well. But if not, you can cut it down. 

* 13:15 NU-Text and M-Text read Hypocrites. 

* 13:19 NU-Text omits large. * 13:21 Greek sata, 
approximately two pecks in all 


13:1 Pilate. Pilate was known for his insensitivity to 
the Jewish people early in his rule. The event prob- 
ably occurred during the Feast of the Passover or 
Tabernacles, when Galileans most likely would have 
been at the temple. 

13:5 unless you repent. The manner in which a 
person dies is not a measure of righteousness; what 
is important is not to die outside of God’s grace and 
care. The way to avoid such a fate is to repent, to come 
to God through the care of the Physician Jesus (5:32). 
13:6 a fig tree. This tree often represents God's bless- 
ing, or a people who have a special relationship with 
God (Mic. 7:1-2). The man in this parable represents 
God; the fig tree represents Israel. 

13:7 for three years. A fig tree was often given some 
time to bear good fruit since its root structure was 
complex and took time to develop. Three years would 
have been enough for the tree to yield some fruit. 


13:15 Hypocrite. When the ruler of the synagogue 
became indignant regarding Jesus’ healing on the 
Sabbath (vv. 10-14), Jesus pointed out that basic 
compassion was shown to animals on the Sabbath, 
so how much more compassion should be shown toa 
suffering woman (v. 16)? 

13:18-19 mustard. A tree of the mustard family 
would grow to about twelve feet. The image of birds 
nesting in the trees is found frequently in the Old 
Testament (Ps. 104:12; Ezek. 17:22—24; Dan. 4:10-12). 
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And He said to them, 24°“Strive to enter 
through the narrow gate, for "many, I say to 
you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 
25aWhen once the Master of the house has 
risen up and "shut the door, and you begin 
to stand outside and knock at the door, say- 
ing, s‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will 
answer and say to you, “I do not know you, 
where you are from,’ 26then you will begin 
to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, 
and You taught in our streets.’ 27“But He will 
say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you 
are from. vDepart from Me, all you workers 
of iniquity.’ 28~There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in 
the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust 
out. 29They will come from the east and the 
west, from the north and the south, and sit 
down in the kingdom of God. 3®vAnd indeed 
there are last who will be first, and there 
are first who will be last.” 

310n that very day* some Pharisees 
came, saying to Him, “Get out and depart 
from here, for Herod wants to kill You.” 

32And He said to them, “Go, tell that fox, 
‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform 
cures today and tomorrow, and the third 
day I shall be perfected.’ 33Nevertheless I 
must journey today, tomorrow, and the day 
following; for it cannot be that a prophet 
should perish outside of Jerusalem. 


Jesus Laments over Jerusalem 

34a“Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who 
kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, but you were 
not willing! 35See! Your house is left to you 
desolate; and assuredly,* I say to you, you 
shall not see Me until the time comes when 
you say, ¢‘Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the LORD!’”* 


Luke 14:11 @ 1147 


A Man with Dropsy Healed 
on the Sabbath 
1 4 Now it happened, as He went into the 
house of one of the rulers of the Phar- 

isees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that they 
watched Him closely. 2And behold, there 
was a certain man before Him who had 
dropsy. 3And Jesus, answering, spoke to 
the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, ““Is it 
lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”* 

4But they kept silent. And He took him 
and healed him, and let him go. 5Then 
He answered them, saying, >“Which of 
you, having a donkey* or an ox that has 
fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull 
him out on the Sabbath day?” 6And they 
could not answer Him regarding these 
things. 


Take the Lowly Place 

7So He told a parable to those who were 
invited, when He noted how they chose 
the best places, saying to them: 8“When 
you are invited by anyone to a wedding 
feast, do not sit down in the best place, lest 
one more honorable than you be invited 
by him; 9and he who invited you and him 
come and say to you, ‘Give place to this 
man,’ and then you begin with shame to 
take the lowest place. But when you 
are invited, go and sit down in the lowest 
place, so that when he who invited you 
comes he may Say to you, ‘Friend, go up 
higher.’ Then you will have glory in the 
presence of those who sit at the table with 
you. 4For whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 


* 13:31 NU-Text reads In that very hour. 

* 13:35 NU-Text and M-Text omit assuredly. ¢ 
Psalm 118:26 *14:3 NU-Text adds or not. 

* 14:5 NU-Text and M-Text read son. 


13:26 We ate and drank... You taught. The appeal 
here is by people who experience Jesus’ presence. 
The passage primarily involves those Jews who wit- 
nessed Jesus’ ministry. They were trying to gain entry 
into God's presence based simply on the fact that 
they had observed Jesus. Jesus refused them, point- 
ing out that it was not enough for them to have been 
close to Him. In order to have a relationship with God, 
one must embrace Jesus and come to know Him. 
13:29 east... west...north...south. People would 
come from all corners of the earth for entrance into 
God's kingdom. This passage alludes to the inclusion 
of Gentiles. 

13:30 there are last who will be first. There will be 
many surprises in God’s kingdom. Those who are 
despised onearth—some Gentiles, forexample—will 
be greatly honored in the kingdom. Conversely, 
those who are considered influential and powerful 
on earth—the Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day, 
for example—will be excluded from the kingdom. 
13:32 Go, tell that fox. Herod is portrayed as more 
curious than hostile. The reference here is to Herod's 
cunning. Jesus’ reply seems to take the Pharisees’ 
warning at face value. 


13:34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. The double address 
indicates Jesus’ deep sorrow (2 Sam. 18:33; Jer. 22:29). 
The city had executed many of God’s messengers. 
Stephen makes a similar point about the nation of Is- 
rael in Acts 7:51-53. 

13:35 Blessed is He. This is a citation of Psalm 118:26. 
The people of Israel would not see the Messiah again 
until they were ready to receive Him and recognize 
that He was sent from God. Psalm 118 reflects the 
greeting of a priest to a group entering the temple. 
Jesus used the language of this psalm to illustrate 
God's greeting to Him. 

14:7 they chose the best places. |n ancient times the 
best seats at a meal were those next to the host. 
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122Then He also said to him who invited 
Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, 
do not ask your friends, your brothers, your 
relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you back, and you be repaid. !3But 
when you give a feast, invite ethe poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind. 44And you 
will be fblessed, because they cannot repay 
you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrec- 
tion of the just.” 


The Parable of the Great Supper 

1S5Now when one of those who sat at the 
table with Him heard these things, he said 
to Him, £“Blessed is he who shall eat bread* 
in the kingdom of God!” 

16h Then He said to him, “A certain man 
gave a great supper and invited many, 
Wand isent his servant at supper time to 
say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for 
all things are now ready.’ !8But they all 
with one accord began to make excus- 
es. The first said to him, ‘I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I must go and see 
it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 19And 
another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask 
you to have me excused.’ 20Still another 
said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come.’ 21So that servant came 
and reported these things to his master. 
Then the master of the house, being an- 
gry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in here the poor and the maimed 
and the lame and the blind.’ 22And the ser- 
vant said, ‘Master, it is done as you com- 
manded, and still there is room.’ 23Then 
the master said to the servant, ‘Go out 
into the highways and hedges, and com- 
pel them to come in, that my house may 
be filled. 24For I say to you ‘that none of 
those men who were invited shall taste my 
supper.’” 


Leaving All to Follow Christ 

25Now great multitudes went with Him. 
And He turned and said to them, 26“If 
anyone comes to Me ‘and does not hate 
his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, "yes, and his own life 
also, he cannot be My disciple. 27And "who- 
ever does not bear his cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple. 28For °which of 
you, intending to build a tower, does not 
sit down first and count the cost, whether 
he has enough to finish it—29lest, after he 
has laid the foundation, and is not able to 
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 
30saying, ‘This man began to build and was 
not able to finish’? 310r what king, going to 
make war against another king, does not 
sit down first and consider whether he is 
able with ten thousand to meet him who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? 
32Or else, while the other is still a great way 
off, he sends a delegation and asks condi- 
tions of peace. 33So likewise, whoever of 
you Pdoes not forsake all that he has can- 
not be My disciple. 


Tasteless Salt Is Worthless 

34a“Salt is good; but if the salt has lost 
its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? 35It is 
neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, 
but men throw it out. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear!” 


The Parable of the Lost Sheep 
1 Then @all the tax collectors and the 
sinners drew near to Him to hear 
Him. 2And the Pharisees and scribes com- 
plained, saying, “This Man receives sin- 
ners band eats with them.” 3So He spoke 
this parable to them, saying: 
4c“What man of you, having a hundred 


* 14:15 M-Text reads dinner. 


14:17 those who were invited. |n the ancient world, 
invitations to a feast were sent out well in advance 
of the meal. Then on the day of the feast, servants 
would announce the start of the meal. This parable is 
similar to the one in Matthew 22:1-4, but was proba- 
bly spoken ona different occasion. 

14:20 | have married a wife. While the Old Testa- 
ment exempted a man from military duty because 
of marriage (Deut. 20:7; 24:5), marriage was not an 
excuse for avoiding social duties. The general point 
here is that the man regarded his own affairs as more 
important than the feast. 

14:21 the poor and the maimed and the lame and 
the blind. This list matches that of verse 13. The 
maimed were excluded from full participation in 
Jewish worship (Lev. 21:17-23). The master’s second 
invitation extended the scope of the offer to those 
who were rejected by society. 

14:23 Go out into the highways. The master's 
second invitation extended beyond the city limits, 
encouraging even more people to come to the feast. 
This may picture the inclusion of Gentiles in God's 
salvation (Is. 49:6). The instruction to compel them 


to come in does not mean to force people in, but to 
urge them. 

14:34 Salt is good. \n the ancient world, salt was 
often used as a catalyst for burning fuel such as cattle 
dung. The salt of the time was impure and could lose 
its strength over time, becoming useless. Jesus’ point 
is that the same is true of a “saltless” disciple. 

15:1 tax collectors ... sinners. The three parables 
of chapter 15 explain why Jesus associated with the 
despised groups while the Pharisees and scribes did 
not. The parables in this chapter are found only in 
Luke. 

15:4 a hundred sheep. This was a medium-sized 
flock. The average herd ran from 20 to 200 head, 
while a flock of 300 or more was considered large. 
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sheep, if he loses one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 
and go after the one which is lost until he 
finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays 
it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends 
and neighbors, saying to them, @‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep ¢which 
was lost!’ 7I say to you that likewise there 
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents ‘than over ninety-nine just 
persons who £need no repentance. 


The Parable of the Lost Coin 

8“Or what woman, having ten silver 
coins,* if she loses one coin, does not light 
a lamp, sweep the house, and search care- 
fully until she finds it? 9And when she has 
found it, she calls her friends and neigh- 
bors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for 
I have found the piece which I lost!’ !Like- 
wise, I say to you, there is joy in the pres- 
ence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 


The Parable of the Lost Son 

11Then He said: “A certain man had two 
sons. !2And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods 
that falls to me.’ So he divided to them "his 
livelihood. 3And not many days after, the 
younger son gathered all together, jour- 
neyed to a far country, and there wasted 
his possessions with prodigal living. 4But 
when he had spent all, there arose a severe 
famine in that land, and he began to be in 
want. Then he went and joined himself 
to a citizen of that country, and he sent 
him into his fields to feed swine. !6And he 
would gladly have filled his stomach with 
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the pods that the swine ate, and no one 
gave him anything. 

17“But when he came to himself, he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have bread enough and to spare, and I per- 
ish with hunger! 18] will arise and go to my 
father, and will say to him, “Father, ‘I have 
sinned against heaven and before you, 
19nd I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son. Make me like one of your hired 
servants.”’ 

20“And he arose and came to his father. 
But iwhen he was still a great way off, his 
father saw him and had compassion, and 
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 
21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven Rand in your sight, 
and am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ 

22“But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring* out the best robe and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand and sandals on 
his feet. 23And bring the fatted calf here 
and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 
24lfor this my son was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’ And they 
began to be merry. 

25“Now his older son was in the field. 
And as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26So 
he called one of the servants and asked 
what these things meant. 27And he said to 
him, ‘Your brother has come, and because 
he has received him safe and sound, your 
father has killed the fatted calf.’ 

28“But he was angry and would not go in. 
Therefore his father came out and pleaded 


* 15:8 Greek drachma, a valuable coin often 
worn in a ten-piece garland by married women 
* 15:22 NU-Text reads Quickly bring. 


15:7 persons who need no repentance. This phrase 
is a rhetorical way of describing the scribes and Phar- 
isees. A similar description is found in 5:31, where it is 
said that some do not need a physician. The scribes 
and Pharisees believed that they did not need to 
repent because they were not lost. 

15:8 ten silver coins. A drachma was a silver coin 
equal to a day's wage for a basic laborer. The woman 
needed a lamp because she lived in a windowless 
house. Her broom for sweeping would have been 
made of palm twigs. 

15:15 to feed swine. Feeding swine was an insult- 
ing job for a Jewish person, since pigs were unclean 
according to the law of Moses. 

15:20 his father saw him and had compassion. 
Many scholars feel that the emphasis on the son in 
this parable causes people to miss the more impor- 
tant point, namely, the importance of the father's 
welcoming role. Still others think it could even be 
called the Parable of the Elder Brother. Interestingly, 
both brothers underestimate their father’s love and 
grace. The younger brother is slow to realize the 
extent and permanence of his father’s love. The elder 
brother has trouble understanding that the restored 
relationship with the younger son is vital to the life 
of the father. What makes the dramatic conversion 


possible is the younger son’s knowledge that he will 
be accepted when he returns. While there are con- 
sequences to his behavior (his money is gone), he is 
welcomed to be a part of the family again. In many 
ways the welcome is even more than he could have 
hoped for. What is amazing about grace is that it is 
always more than we expect or deserve. 

15:21 no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Despite his awareness of being accepted by his 
father, the son continued his confession of his sin. He 
then asked to become one of his father’s servants. 
Similarly, a sinner realizes that he or she brings noth- 
ing to and deserves nothing from God, but must rely 
completely on God's mercy. 

15:24 dead... alive again... lost... found. The 
total transformation of the prodigal son is summa- 
rized in these two contrasts. Such a transformation is 
a reason to celebrate. It is also the reason Jesus chose 
to associate with the lost. 

15:28 he was angry. The elder brother's unhappi- 
ness over a fatted calf (v. 27) being killed to celebrate 


15:6 4[Rom. 12:15] @[1 Pet. 2:10,25] 15:7 f[Luke 5:32] 
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with him. 29So he answered and said to his 
father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been 
serving you; I never transgressed your 
commandment at any time; and yet you 
never gave me a young goat, that I might 
make merry with my friends. 39But as 
soon as this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your livelihood with harlots, you 
killed the fatted calf for him.’ 

31“And he said to him, ‘Son, you are al- 
ways with me, and all that I have is yours. 
32]t was right that we should make merry 
and be glad, "for your brother was dead 
and is alive again, and was lost and is 
found.’” 


The Parable of the Unjust Steward 
1 He also said to His disciples: “There 
was a certain rich man who had a 

steward, and an accusation was brought to 
him that this man was wasting his goods. 
2So he called him and said to him, ‘What 
is this I hear about you? Give an ¢account 
of your stewardship, for you can no longer 
be steward.’ 

3“Then the steward said within himself, 
‘What shall I do? For my master is taking 
the stewardship away from me. I cannot 
dig; Iam ashamed to beg. 4I have resolved 
what to do, that when I am put out of the 
stewardship, they may receive me into 
their houses.’ 

5“So he called every one of his master’s 
debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How 
much do you owe my master?’ 6And he 
said, ‘A hundred measures* of oil.’ So he 
said to him, “Take your bill, and sit down 
quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ So 
he said, ‘A hundred measures* of wheat.’ 
And he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and 
write eighty.’ 8So the master commended 
the unjust steward because he had dealt 
shrewdly. For the sons of this world are 
more shrewd in their generation than >the 
sons of light. 

9“And I say to you, ‘make friends for 
yourselves by unrighteous mammon, that 
when you fail,* they may receive you into 


an everlasting home. !°¢He who is faithful 
in what is least is faithful also in much; and 
he who is unjust in what is least is unjust 
also in much. !!Therefore if you have not 
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will commit to your trust the true rich- 
es? 12And if you have not been faithful in 
what is another man’s, who will give you 
what is your ¢own? 

137“No servant can serve two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon.” 


The Law, the Prophets, and 


the Kingdom 

14Now the Pharisees, who were lovers 
of money, also heard all these things, and 
they derided Him. 45And He said to them, 
“You are those who "justify yourselves ‘be- 
fore men, but /God knows your hearts. For 
kwhat is highly esteemed among men is an 
abomination in the sight of God. 

161“The law and the prophets were until 
John. Since that time the kingdom of God 
has been preached, and everyone is press- 
ing into it. 17™And it is easier for heaven 
and earth to pass away than for one tittle 
of the law to fail. 

18n“Whoever divorces his wife and mar- 
ries another commits adultery; and who- 
ever marries her who is divorced from her 
husband commits adultery. 


The Rich Man and Lazarus 

19“There was a certain rich man who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen and fared 
sumptuously every day. 20But there was 
a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of 
sores, who was laid at his gate, 2!desiring to 
be fed with the crumbs which fell* from the 
rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came 


* 16:6 Greek batos, eight or nine gallons each 
(Old Testament bath) * 16:7 Greek koros, ten 
or twelve bushels each (Old Testament kor) 

* 16:9 NU-Text reads it fails. * 16:21 NU-Text 
reads with what fell. 


the return of his undisciplined brother illustrates the 
response of the Pharisees and scribes at the prospect 
of sinners becoming acceptable to God. 

16:1 a steward. This was a servant who supervised 
and administered an estate. The charge brought 
against this steward is incompetence. 

16:8 So the master commended the unjust stew- 
ard. The master recognized the foresight in the stew- 
ard’s generosity. It is debatable whether the steward 
was dishonest and robbed the master by such reduc- 
tions or was shrewd in using his authority to discount 
the goods (vv. 6-7). The fact that the master com- 
mended the steward may suggest that the master 
was not robbed and that the steward’s reduction was 
the result of either an adherence to the law or a low- 
ering of the steward’s own commission. 

16:9 unrighteous mammon. This is money and 
should be used generously to build works that last. 


Money is called unrighteous because it often man- 
ifests unrighteousness and selfishness in people 
(1 Tim. 6:6-10,17—19; James 1:9-11; 5:1-6). 

16:19 clothed in purple. Purple clothes were 
extremely expensive because they were made with a 
special dye extracted from a kind of snail. 

16:20-21 licked his sores. To have his sores licked 
by dogs threatened Lazarus with infection as well as 
ritual uncleanness, since dogs fed on garbage, includ- 
ing dead animals. 
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and licked his sores. 22So it was that the beg- 
gar died, and was carried by the angels to 
oAbraham’s bosom. The rich man also died 
and was buried. 23And being in torments in 
Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abra- 
ham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

24“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abra- 
ham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and ’cool my tongue; for I 4am tormented in 
this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Son, 're- 
member that in your lifetime you received 
your good things, and likewise Lazarus 
evil things; but now he is comforted and 
you are tormented. 26And besides all this, 
between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed, so that those who want to pass from 
here to you cannot, nor can those from 
there pass to us.’ 

27“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, 
father, that you would send him to my fa- 
ther’s house, 28for I have five brothers, that 
he may testify to them, lest they also come 
to this place of torment.’ 28Abraham said to 
him, s‘They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them.’ 39And he said, ‘No, fa- 
ther Abraham; but if one goes to them from 
the dead, they will repent.’ 31But he said to 
him, “If they do not hear Moses and the 
prophets, “neither will they be persuaded 
though one rise from the dead.’” 


Jesus Warns of Offenses 
1 Then He said to the disciples, “It is 
impossible that no offenses should 
come, but >woe to him through whom they 
do come! 2It would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung around his neck, and 
he were thrown into the sea, than that he 
should offend one of these little ones. ’Take 
heed to yourselves. ‘If your brother sins 
against you,* ¢4rebuke him; and if he re- 
pents, forgive him. 4And if he sins against 
you seven times in a day, and seven times 
in a day returns to you,* saying, ‘I repent,’ 
you shall forgive him.” 


Faith and Duty 
5And the apostles said to the Lord, “In- 
crease our faith.” 
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6eSo the Lord said, “If you have faith as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this mulber- 
ry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
7And which of you, having a servant plow- 
ing or tending sheep, will say to him when 
he has come in from the field, ‘Come at 
once and sit down to eat’? 8But will he not 
rather say to him, ‘Prepare something for 
my supper, and gird yourself fand serve me 
till I have eaten and drunk, and afterward 
you will eat and drink’? 9Does he thank 
that servant because he did the things that 
were commanded him? I think not.* !°So 
likewise you, when you have done all those 
things which you are commanded, say, ‘We 
are *unprofitable servants. We have done 
what was our duty to do.’” 


Ten Lepers Cleansed 

Now it happened "as He went to Jeru- 
salem that He passed through the midst of 
Samaria and Galilee. 12Then as He entered 
a certain village, there met Him ten men 
who were lepers, ‘who stood afar off. 8 And 
they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us!” 

14S0 when He saw them, He said to them, 
i“Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And 
so it was that as they went, they were 
cleansed. 

15And one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, returned, and with a loud voice 
kglorified God, !6and fell down on his face 
at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was 
a'Samaritan. 

17So0 Jesus answered and said, “Were 
there not ten cleansed? But where are the 
nine? 18Were there not any found who re- 
turned to give glory to God except this for- 
eigner?” 19mAnd He said to him, “Arise, go 
your way. Your faith has made you well.” 


The Coming of the Kingdom 
20Now when He was asked by the Phar- 
isees when the kingdom of God would 


*17:;3 NU-Text omits against you. * 17:4 M-Text 
omits toyou. *17:9 NU-Text ends verse with 
commanded; M-Text omits him. 


16:22 Abraham’s bosom. This was the blessed place 
of the dead. Angelic escorts for the dead were also 
known in Judaism. This verse indicates that the dead 
know their fate immediately. 

16:24 | am tormented in this flame. The rich man 
desired relief from his suffering. The image of thirst 
for the experience of judgment is common (Is. 5:13; 
65:13; Hos. 2:3). 

16:29 They have Moses and the prophets. Abraham 
made it clear that the rich man’s brothers should 
have known what to do, since they had the mes- 
sage of God in the ancient writings. The point here 
is that generosity with money and care for the poor 
were taught in the Old Testament (Deut. 14:28-29; Is. 
3:14-15; Mic. 6:10-11). 

17:1-2 woe to him. Jesus warned that judgment 


awaits those who cause others to stumble. The severe 
form of the warning suggests that false teaching, 
or leading someone into apostasy, is in view here. 
amillstone. This was a heavy stone used in a grind- 
ing mill. 

17:20 kingdom of God. |n ancient Israel there was 
an expectation that the kingdom of God would come 
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come, He answered them and said, “The 
kingdom of God does not come with ob- 
servation; 2!"nor will they say, ‘See here!’ 
or ‘See there!’* For indeed, °the kingdom 
of God is within you.” 

22Then He said to the disciples, °“The 
days will come when you will desire to see 
one of the days of the Son of Man, and you 
will not see it. 23¢And they will say to you, 
‘Look here!’ or ‘Look there!’* Do not go 
after them or follow them. 24"For as the 
lightning that flashes out of one part un- 
der heaven shines to the other part under 
heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in 
His day. 25sBut first He must suffer many 
things and be trejected by this generation. 
26uAnd as it vwas in the wdays of xNoah, 
so it will be also in the days of the Son of 
Man: 27They ate, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the Yday that Noah entered the ark, and 
the flood came and destroyed them all. 
28a] ikewise as it was also in the days of 
Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, 
they sold, they planted, they built; 29but 
on >the day that Lot went out of Sodom 
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven 
and destroyed them all. 3©Even so will it 
be in the day when the Son of Man <is re- 
vealed. 

31“Tn that day, he ¢who is on the house- 
top, and his goods are in the house, let him 
not come down to take them away. And 
likewise the one who is in the field, let him 
not turn back. 32eRemember Lot’s wife. 
337Whoever seeks to save his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life will preserve 
it. 342] tell you, in that night there will be 


two men in one bed: the one will be taken 
and the other will be left. 35Two women 
will be grinding together: the one will be 
taken and the other left. 36Two men will be 
in the field: the one will be taken and the 
other left.”* 

37And they answered and said to Him, 
i*Where, Lord?” 

So He said to them, “Wherever the body 
is, there the eagles will be gathered togeth- 
er” 


The Parable of the Persistent 
Widow 
18 Then He spoke a parable to them, 
that men ¢always ought to pray and 

not lose heart, 2saying: “There was in a 
certain city a judge who did not fear God 
nor regard man. 3Now there was a widow 
in that city; and she came to him, saying, 
‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 
4And he would not for a while; but af- 
terward he said within himself, ‘Though 
I do not fear God nor regard man, 5>yet 
because this widow troubles me I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual coming 
she weary me.’” 

6Then the Lord said, “Hear what the un- 
just judge said. 7And ‘shall God not avenge 
His own elect who cry out day and night to 
Him, though He bears long with them? 81 
tell you “that He will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 
will He really find faith on the earth?” 


* 17:21 NU-Text reverses here and there. 
* 17:23 NU-Text reverses here and there. 
* 17:36 NU-Text and M-Text omit verse 36. 


with cosmic signs (Joel 2:28-32). Jesus’ concept of 
the kingdom of God, however, was broader than the 
time of the final consummation. 

17:21 within you. This verse indicates that there 
was an aspect of kingdom promise involved in Jesus’ 
first coming. The kingdom of God is among earthly 
kingdoms today; but one day the kingdom of God 
will swallow up all rival kingdoms (Rev. 11:15). In 
verses 22-37, Jesus makes it clear that the kingdom 
has two phases—one now and one to come. In the 
beginning of His kingdom on earth, God first pre- 
pares a King to rule; then He gathers a people for Him 
to rule over; then He gives the Ruler a realm in which 
to reign. The kingdom of God is not the same as the 
church, though the church is a part of the kingdom. 
The kingdom now is the presence of God alongside 
earthly kingdoms. One day, however, Jesus will rule 
over all, and He will share that rule with His people 
(Rev. 2:26-27; 5:9-10; 20:46). 

17:26 in the days of Noah. At that time people paid 
little attention to God and faced judgment as a result 
(Gen. 6:5-13). The same will be the case at Jesus’ 
return. 

17:32 Lot’s wife. This woman represents those who 
are attached to earthly things, those whose hearts 
are still in this world. Like Lot's wife, such people will 
perish (Gen. 19:26). 

17:34-37 one will be taken. This phrase suggests 
judgment such as when the soldiers took Jesus to 


crucify Him. Verse 37 makes it clear that those who 
are taken are taken to final judgment. The vultures 
will be gathered. When judgment comes, it will be 
final and terrible, with the stench of death and the 
presence of vultures everywhere. No one will need to 
look for the place of judgment; the presence of the 
birds will reveal where the carcasses are. 

18:2 a judge. The Romans allowed the Jews to man- 
age most of their own affairs. This judge did not fear 
God, and was therefore probably a secular judge, not 
a religious one. The dishonest judge represents cor- 
rupted power. 

18:5 this widow troubles me. The persistence of the 
widow is the lesson of the parable. God is a coun- 
terexample to the judge. God does not begrudge 
answering prayer. Jesus’ point is that, if an insensi- 
tive judge will respond to the continual requests of 
a widow, God will certainly respond to the continual 
prayers of believers. 
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The Parable of the Pharisee and 


the Tax Collector 

9Also He spoke this parable to some 
ewho trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others: 10“Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11The Pharisee fstood and prayed thus 
with himself, 2‘God, I thank You that Iam 
not like other men—extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector. !2I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
possess.’ 8And the tax collector, standing 
afar off, would not so much as raise his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, say- 
ing, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 4] 
tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other; "for every- 
one who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be ex- 
alted.” 


Jesus Blesses Little Children 

1siThen they also brought infants to 
Him that He might touch them; but when 
the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 
16But Jesus called them to Him and said, 
“Let the little children come to Me, and do 
not forbid them; for jof such is the kingdom 
of God. !7kAssuredly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will by no means enter it.” 


Jesus Counsels the Rich Young 
Ruler 

18INow a certain ruler asked Him, say- 
ing, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to in- 
herit eternal life?” 

19So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
Me good? No one is good but ™One, that 
is, God. 28You know the commandments: 


nDo not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ 
‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ 


o‘Honor your father and your mother.’”* 
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21And he said, “All ?these things I have 
kept from my youth.” 

22So when Jesus heard these things, He 
said to him, “You still lack one thing. “Sell 
all that you have and distribute to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow Me.” 

23But when he heard this, he became 
very sorrowful, for he was very rich. 


With God All Things Are Possible 

24And when Jesus saw that he became 
very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is 
for those who have riches to enter the king- 
dom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

26And those who heard it said, “Who 
then can be saved?” 

27But He said, s“The things which are im- 
possible with men are possible with God.” 

28tThen Peter said, “See, we have left all* 
and followed You.” 

29So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you, “there is no one who has left house 
or parents or brothers or wife or children, 
for the sake of the kingdom of God, 3®™~who 
shall not receive many times more in this 
present time, and in the age to come eter- 
nal life.” 


Jesus a Third Time Predicts His 


Death and Resurrection 

3lwThen He took the twelve aside and 
said to them, “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and all things *that are written 
by the prophets concerning the Son of Man 
will be accomplished. 32For yHe will be de- 
livered to the Gentiles and will be mocked 
and insulted and spit upon. 33They will 
scourge Him and kill Him. And the third 
day He will rise again.” 


* 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy 5:16-20 
* 18:28 NU-Text reads our own. 


18:11-12 God, I thank You. The tone of the prayer 
reveals the Pharisee’s problem. He uses the pronoun 
“I five times in two verses. The Pharisee’s attitude 
seems to be that God should be grateful to him for 
his commitment. The man obviously looked down on 
other people and was proud of his fasting and tithing. 
18:13 God, be merciful to me a sinner. This is an 
example of the humble spirit of repentance that Jesus 
commends. The tax collector knew that he could not 
say or bring anything to enhance his standing with 
God. He knew that only God's mercy and grace, and 
not his own works, could deliver him. 

18:16 But Jesus called them. Jesus used the 
thoughtlessness of his disciples to make two points: 
(1) all people, even little children, are important to 
God; and (2) the kingdom of God consists of those 
who respond to Him with the trust that a little child 
gives to a parent. 

18:22 Sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor. This was a radical test of the ruler’s concern for 
others (12:33-34). Jesus was determining whether 


the ruler’s treasure (Matt. 6:19-21) lay with God or 
money (16:13). Jesus was not establishing a new 
requirement for being saved. He was examining the 
ruler’s orientation to God by directly confronting him 
with the very thing that was hindering him—namely, 
his wealth. 

18:24-25 For it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of aneedle. Jesus used this figure of speech to 
emphasize the difficulty of turning from wealth to find 
salvation. Because many Jewish people believed that 
wealth was evidence of God's blessing, Jesus’ state- 
ments would have been shocking to His audience. 


18:9 ¢ Luke 10:29; 16:15 18:11 Ps. 135:2 9|s. 1:15; 
58:2 18:14/Luke 14:11 18:15/Mark 10:13-16 
18:16/1 Pet.2:2 18:17*Mark 10:15 18:18! Matt. 
19:16-29 18:19Ps. 86:5; 119:68 18:20" Ex. 20:12- 
16; Deut. 5:16-20 °Eph. 6:2; Col. 3:20 18:21? Phil. 

3:6 18:229Matt. 6:19, 20; 19:21 18:24"Mark 10:23 
18:27 5Jer.32:17  18:28'Matt. 19:27 18:29" Deut. 
33:9 18:30”Job 42:10 18:31” Matt. 16:21; 17:22; 
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34zBut they understood none of these 
things; this saying was hidden from them, 
and they did not know the things which 
were spoken. 


A Blind Man Receives His Sight 

35aThen it happened, as He was coming 
near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat 
by the road begging. 36And hearing a mul- 
titude passing by, he asked what it meant. 
37So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth 
was passing by. 38And he cried out, say- 
ing, “Jesus, »Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 

39Then those who went before warned 
him that he should be quiet; but he cried 
out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!” 

40So Jesus stood still and commanded 
him to be brought to Him. And when he 
had come near, He asked him, 4!saying, 
“What do you want Me to do for you?” 

He said, “Lord, that I may receive my 
sight.” 

42Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your 
sight; ‘your faith has made you well.” 
43 And immediately he received his sight, 
and followed Him, ¢glorifying God. And all 
the people, when they saw it, gave praise 
to God. 


Jesus Comes to Zacchaeus’ House 
19 Then Jesus entered and passed 
through «Jericho. 2Now behold, 
there was a man named Zacchaeus who 
was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 
3And he sought to see who Jesus was, 
but could not because of the crowd, for 
he was of short stature. 4So he ran ahead 
and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
Him, for He was going to pass that way. 
5And when Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up and saw him,* and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, 
for today I must stay at your house.” 6So he 
made haste and came down, and received 


Him joyfully. 7But when they saw it, they 
all complained, saying, -“He has gone to be 
a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 

8Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the 
Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods 
to the “poor; and if I have taken anything 
from anyone by false accusation, ‘I restore 
fourfold.” 

§And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 
has come to this house, because £he also is 
ha son of Abraham; !%for the Son of Man 
has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” 


The Parable of the Minas 

Now as they heard these things, He 
spoke another parable, because He was 
near Jerusalem and because ‘they thought 
the kingdom of God would appear immedi- 
ately. 12kTherefore He said: “A certain no- 
bleman went into a far country to receive 
for himself a kingdom and to return. 8So 
he called ten of his servants, delivered to 
them ten minas,* and said to them, ‘Do 
business till I come.’ 4’But his citizens hat- 
ed him, and sent a delegation after him, 
saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign 
over us.’ 

15“And so it was that when he returned, 
having received the kingdom, he then com- 
manded these servants, to whom he had 
given the money, to be called to him, that 
he might know how much every man had 
gained by trading. 16Then came the first, 
saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten 
minas.’ !7And he said to him, ™‘Well done, 
good servant; because you were "faithful in 
avery little, have authority over ten cities.’ 
18And the second came, saying, ‘Master, 
your mina has earned five minas.’ 98Like- 
wise he said to him, ‘You also be over five 
cities.’ 


*19:5 NU-Text omits and saw him. *19:13 The 
mina (Greek mna, Hebrew minah) was worth 
about three months’ salary. 


18:34 they understood none of these things. The 
disciples may have understood something of what 
Jesus said, but they could not understand why God's 
Chosen One would have to face such suffering. For 
those who were expecting the Promised One to be 
an exalted figure who would deliver God’s people, it 
would be very difficult to reconcile such an expecta- 
tion with such terrible suffering. 

18:38 Son of David. Note the irony in this verse. The 
blind man recognized who Jesus was more clearly 
than many people who were blessed with physical 
sight. The blind man’s cry for mercy demonstrated 
his belief that Jesus had the power to heal him. 

19:2 Zacchaeus. This was the chief tax collector, 
which meant he most likely bid for the right to collect 
taxes and then hired another tax collector to actually 
gather the money. 

19:7 they all complained. The crowd was not happy 
with Jesus’ choice of who to honor with His fellow- 
ship. In the crowd's opinion, Zacchaeus was a sin- 
ner. Tax collectors often took for themselves a high 


percentage of what they demanded. They were 
hated and despised in ancient Israel. 

19:11 they thought. Evidently the disciples believed 
that Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem would signal the 
arrival of the kingdom of God. Jesus’ parable in verses 
12-27 was designed to dispel this misconception. 
Note that the disciples raised the same question in 
Acts 1:6. 

19:13 ten minas. Each servant received one mina or 
about three months’ wages for the average worker. 
The master, symbolizing Jesus Himself, wants to see 
fruit, or dividends from his investment. Did his ser- 
vants put the money they received to good use? 
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18:385Matt.9:27  18:42¢Luke 17:19 18:43 4Luke 
5:26 19:19Josh.6:26 19:36John 12:21 19:7¢Luke 
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20“Then another came, saying, ‘Master, 
here is your mina, which I have kept put 
away in a handkerchief. 2!°For I feared 
you, because you are an austere man. You 
collect what you did not deposit, and reap 
what you did not sow.’ 22And he said to him, 
»‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you, 
you wicked servant. 7You knew that I was 
an austere man, collecting what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow. 
23Why then did you not put my money in 
the bank, that at my coming I might have 
collected it with interest?’ 

24“And he said to those who stood by, 
‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him 
who has ten minas.’ 25(But they said to him, 
‘Master, he has ten minas.’) 26‘For I say to 
you, "that to everyone who has will be giv- 
en; and from him who does not have, even 
what he has will be taken away from him. 
27But bring here those enemies of mine, 
who did not want me to reign over them, 
and slay them before me.’” 


The Triumphal Entry 

28When He had said this, sHe went on 
ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29tAnd it 
came to pass, when He drew near to Beth- 
phage* and “Bethany, at the mountain 
called vOlivet, that He sent two of His dis- 
ciples, 2saying, “Go into the village oppo- 
site you, where as you enter you will find 
a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. 
Loose it and bring it here. 31And if anyone 
asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus 
you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord 
has need of it.’” 

32So those who were sent went their 
way and found it just was He had said to 
them. 33But as they were loosing the colt, 
the owners of it said to them, “Why are you 
loosing the colt?” 

34And they said, “The Lord has need of 
him.” 35Then they brought him to Jesus. 
xAnd they threw their own clothes on the 
colt, and they set Jesus on him. 36And as He 
went, many spread their clothes on the road. 

37Then, as He was now drawing near the 
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descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole 
multitude of the disciples began to Yrejoice 
and praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works they had seen, 38saying: 


z“*Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the LORD!”* 
4Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest!” 


39And some of the Pharisees called to 
Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke 
Your disciples.” 

40But He answered and said to them, “I 
tell you that if these should keep silent, the 
stones would immediately cry out.” 


Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 

4INow as He drew near, He saw the 
city and cwept over it, 42saying, “If you 
had known, even you, especially in this 
dyour day, the things that emake for your 
fpeace! But now they are hidden from your 
eyes. 43For days will come upon you when 
your enemies will build an embankment 
around you, surround you and close you in 
on every side, 44"and level you, and your 
children within you, to the ground; and 
ithey will not leave in you one stone upon 
another, jbecause you did not know the 
time of your visitation.” 


Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

45kThen He went into the temple and be- 
gan to drive out those who bought and sold 
in it,* 46saying to them, “It is written, '“My 
house is* a house of prayer,”* but you have 
made it a ‘den of thieves.’”* 

47And He "was teaching daily in the tem- 
ple. But cthe chief priests, the scribes, and 
the leaders of the people sought to destroy 
Him, 48and were unable to do anything; for 
all the people were very attentive to Phear 

im. 


* 19:29 M-Text reads Bethsphage. *19:38 Psalm 
118:26 *19:45 NU-Text reads those who were 
selling. *19:46 NU-Text reads shall be. ® Isaiah 
56:7 © Jeremiah 7:11 


19:20-23 | feared you. The unfaithful servant's 
excuse for failure reflects a negative view of the 
nobleman. If the servant had really feared the mas- 
ter, he would have done something with the money. 
Even putting the money in the bank would have 
yielded interest. 

19:31-34 the Lord has need of it. Such borrowing of 
an animal was not as strange as it may appear. There 
was an ancient custom by which a political or reli- 
gious leader could commandeer property for short- 
term use. Jesus was entering Jerusalem to celebrate 
the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
festivals that commemorated the great act of God’s 
deliverance of the nation. Such feasts were often cel- 
ebrated at this time with the hope that God's decisive 
deliverance would come. 

19:41 wept over it. Jesus knew that so many of the 
people of Israel had rejected Him that the nation 
would suffer judgment, in the form of the terrible 
destruction that came on Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 


19:43 build an embankment around you. This is a 
prediction of Rome’s successful siege of Jerusalem 
under Titus. The details reflect a divine judgment for 
covenant unfaithfulness, similar to the Babylonian 
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.c. (Is. 29:1-4; Jer. 
6:6-21; Ezek. 4:1-3). 

19:45 He went into the temple. Jesus cleansed 
the temple in anger after seeing that the place of 
prayer had become an excuse for corrupt commerce. 
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Jesus’ Authority Questioned 
20 Now «it happened on one of those 
days, as He taught the people in the 

temple and preached the gospel, that the 
chief priests and the scribes, together with 
the elders, confronted Him 2and spoke to 
Him, saying, “Tell us, »by what authority 
are You doing these things? Or who is he 
who gave You this authority?” 

3But He answered and said to them, “I 
also will ask you one thing, and answer 
Me: 4The cbaptism of John—was it from 
heaven or from men?” 

5And they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will 
say, ‘Why then* did you not believe him?’ 
6But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people 
will stone us, ¢for they are persuaded that 
John was a prophet.” 7So they answered 
that they did not know where it was from. 

8And Jesus said to them, “Neither will 
I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.” 


The Parable of the Wicked 


Vinedressers 

9Then He began to tell the people this 
parable: “A certain man planted a vine- 
yard, leased it to vinedressers, and went 
into a far country for a long time. !©Now 
at vintage-time he fsent a servant to the 
vinedressers, that they might give him 
some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the 
vinedressers beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. Again he sent another 
servant; and they beat him also, treated 
him shamefully, and sent him away empty- 
handed. 1!2And again he sent a third; 
and they wounded him also and cast him 
out. 


13“Then the owner of the vineyard said, 
‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 
son. Probably they will respect him when 
they see him.’ 4But when the vinedress- 
ers saw him, they reasoned among them- 
selves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, "let 
us kill him, that the inheritance may be 
iours.’ 15So0 they cast him out of the vine- 
yard and ikilled him. Therefore what will 
the owner of the vineyard do to them? !6He 
will come and destroy those vinedressers 
and give the vineyard to ®others.” 

And when they heard it they said, “Cer- 
tainly not!” 

17Then He looked at them and said, 
“What then is this that is written: 


''The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone’?* 


18Whoever falls on that stone will be ™bro- 
ken; but "on whomever it falls, it will grind 
him to powder.” 

19And the chief priests and the scribes 
that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, 
but they feared the people*—for they knew 
He had spoken this parable against them. 


The Pharisees: Is It Lawful to Pay 
Taxes to Caesar? 

200So they watched Him, and sent spies 
who pretended to be righteous, that they 
might seize on His words, in order to de- 
liver Him to the power and the authority of 
the governor. 

21Then they asked Him, saying, ?“Teach- 
er, we know that You say and teach rightly, 
and You do not show personal favoritism, 


*20:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit then. 
* 20:17 Psalm 118:22 *20:19 M-Text reads but 
they were afraid. 


Merchants were selling sacrificial animals in the outer 
court of the temple (the Court of the Gentiles) at 
exorbitant prices. Money changers were making an 
excessive profit exchanging currencies for the tem- 
ple shekel. John records a temple cleansing in John 
2:13-22, but it is not clear whether that event is the 
same as this one in Luke. Since John places the event 
early in Jesus’ ministry, Jesus might have cleansed the 
temple twice. 

20:4 The baptism of John—was it from heaven 
or from men? Here as throughout the Gospel of 
Luke, the ministries of John the Baptist and Jesus 
are linked. Jesus’ question presented the Pharisees 
with a dilemma. If they recognized John’s ministry as 
coming from heaven, they would be recognizing the 
same divine origin of Jesus’ similar “independent” 
Spirit-directed ministry. But if the Pharisees denied 
that John was sent by God they risked angering the 
majority of the people, who believed that John’s min- 
istry was divinely directed (vv. 5-6). 

20:9 A certain man planted a vineyard. The imag- 
ery of the vineyard recalls the subject of Jesus’ par- 
able in 13:6-9. This parable is also found in Matthew 
21:33-44 and Mark 12:1-12, with some slight varia- 
tions of detail in each account. 

20:14 This is the heir. The vinedressers hoped that 


with the son gone, the inheritance would fall to 
those who worked the property, a transfer that was 
possible in the ancient world. The details of this par- 
able do not represent the thinking of those who cru- 
cified Jesus. The leaders of Israel thought they were 
stopping someone who was dangerous to Judaism, 
not that they were going to inherit Jesus’ kingdom. 
20:17 The stone which the builders rejected. This 
passage, taken from Psalm 118:22, pictures the exal- 
tation of the Righteous One, Jesus, after His rejection. 
Opposition will not stop God from making the One 
who is rejected the center of His work of salvation. 
20:18 Whoever falls on that stone. Jesus is the 
stone. Anyone who goes against the stone will be 
destroyed. Jesus’ statement is similar to a late Jew- 
ish proverb: “If the stone falls on the pot, alas for the 
pot; If the pot falls on the stone, alas for the pot.” The 
imagery for the stone is also found in 1 Peter 2:4-8. 


20:19 Matt. 21:23-27 20:2 Acts 4:7; 7:27 
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but teach the way of God in truth: 2?Is it 
lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or 
not?” 

23But He perceived their craftiness, 
and said to them, “Why do you test Me?* 
24Show Me a denarius. Whose image and 
inscription does it have?” 

They answered and said, “Caesar’s.” 

25And He said to them, “Render there- 
fore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” 

26But they could not catch Him in His 
words in the presence of the people. And 
they marveled at His answer and kept si- 
lent. 


The Sadducees: What About 


the Resurrection? 

27rThen some of the Sadducees, swho 
deny that there is a resurrection, came to 
Him and asked Him, 28saying: “Teacher, 
Moses wrote to us that if a man’s broth- 
er dies, having a wife, and he dies without 
children, his brother should take his wife 
and raise up offspring for his brother. 
29Now there were seven brothers. And the 
first took a wife, and died without children. 
30A nd the second* took her as wife, and he 
died childless. 31Then the third took her, 
and in like manner the seven also; and they 
left no children,* and died. 32Last of all the 
woman died also. 33Therefore, in the resur- 
rection, whose wife does she become? For 
all seven had her as wife.” 

34Jesus answered and said to them, 
“The sons of this age marry and are given 
in marriage. 35But those who are tcounted 
worthy to attain that age, and the resur- 
rection from the dead, neither marry nor 
are given in marriage; 36nor can they die 
anymore, for “they are equal to the angels 
and are sons of God, vbeing sons of the 
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resurrection. 37But even Moses showed in 
the burning bush passage that the dead 
are raised, when he called the Lord w ‘the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’* 38For He is not the God of 
the dead but of the living, for xall live to 
Him.” 

39Then some of the scribes answered 
and said, “Teacher, You have spoken well.” 
40But after that they dared not question 
Him anymore. 


Jesus: How Can David Call His 


Descendant Lord? 

41And He said to them, »“How can they 
say that the Christ is the Son of David? 
4Now David himself said in the Book of 
Psalms: 


z‘The LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
43 Till Imake Your enemies Your 
footstool.” ”* 


44Therefore David calls Him ‘Lord’, chow is 
He then his Son?” 


Beware of the Scribes 

45bThen, in the hearing of all the people, 
He said to His disciples, 46¢“Beware of the 
scribes, who desire to go around in long 
robes, “love greetings in the marketplac- 
es, the best seats in the synagogues, and 
the best places at feasts, 47¢who devour 
widows’ houses, and for a fpretense make 
long prayers. These will receive greater 
condemnation.” 


* 20:23 NU-Text omits Why do you test Me? 

* 20:30 NU-Text ends verse 30 here. *20:31 NU- 
Text and M-Text read the seven also left no 
children. *20:37 Exodus 3:6,15 *20:43 Psalm 
110:1 


20:22 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar. This 
question concerned the poll tax to Rome, which was 
different from the taxes collected by the tax collec- 
tors. The poll tax was a citizenship tax paid directly 
to Rome, as an indication that Israel was subject to 
that Gentile nation. The Pharisees’ query was a trick 
question. If Jesus answered yes, the people would be 
angry because He respected a foreign power. If He 
answered no, He could be charged with sedition. 
20:24 Whose image and inscription does it have? 
Jesus’ reply was clever. He had the Pharisees pull 
out a coin, indicating that they already recognized 
Roman sovereignty by using Roman coins them- 
selves. A penny was a silver coin that had a picture of 
the emperor Tiberius on it. 

20:27 Sadducees. The Sadducees, the Pharisees, 
and the Essenes were three major divisions in first- 
century Judaism. The Sadducees rejected the oral 
traditions that the Pharisees too stringently obeyed. 
Instead they based their teaching only on the first five 
books of the Old Testament. They also denied that 
there could be a resurrection. 

20:36 they are equal to the angels. The everlasting 
life of a resurrected person makes that person some- 
thing like an angel. Paul explains further that in the 


resurrection we will be given resurrection bodies 
similar to Christ’s (1 Cor. 15:25—58). This will be a new 
experience that will not necessarily parallel experi- 
ences on this earth, such as marriage. 

20:41-42 How can they say. Here Jesus takes His 
turn at raising a theological issue. The dilemma He 
poses is how the Messiah could be called the Son of 
David, when David himself gave Him the title Lord, 
my Lord. This is a citation from Psalm 110:1. The Mes- 
siah was David's descendant and yet David gave Him 
the respect due to a superior, the reverse of what 
normally occurred in ancient times. Jesus was not 
denying the title Son of David to the Messiah, He 
was simply noting that the title Lord, meaning “Mas- 
ter,” is more central. Even David one day will bow at 
the Messiah's feet and confess that He is Lord (Phil. 
2:10). 
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The Widow’s Two Mites 
2 And He looked up @and saw the rich 
putting their gifts into the treasury, 
2and He saw also a certain poor widow 
putting in two cmites. 3So He said, “Truly 
I say to you “that this poor widow has put 
in more than all; 4for all these out of their 
abundance have put in offerings for God,* 
but she out of her poverty put in eall the 
livelihood that she had.” 


Jesus Predicts the Destruction 


of the Temple 

5iThen, as some spoke of the temple, how 
it was adorned with beautiful stones and 
donations, He said, 6“These things which 
you see—the days will come in which £not 
one stone shall be left upon another that 
shall not be thrown down.” 


The Signs of the Times and the End 
of the Age 

7So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, 
but when will these things be? And what 
sign will there be when these things are 
about to take place?” 

8And He said: "“Take heed that you not 
be deceived. For many will come in My 
name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and, ‘The time 
has drawn near.’ Therefore* do not go af- 
ter them. 9But when you hear of ‘wars and 
commotions, do not be terrified; for these 
things must come to pass first, but the end 
will not come immediately.” 

10;'Then He said to them, “Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. !And there will be great *earth- 
quakes in various places, and famines and 
pestilences; and there will be fearful sights 


and great signs from heaven. !2'But before 
all these things, they will lay their hands 
on you and persecute you, delivering you 
up to the synagogues and ™prisons. "You 
will be brought before kings and rulers °for 
My name’s sake. 3But Pit will turn out for 
you as an occasion for testimony. !4¢There- 
fore settle it in your hearts not to meditate 
beforehand on what you will answer; for 
I will give you a mouth and wisdom "which 
all your adversaries will not be able to con- 
tradict or resist. 16sYou will be betrayed 
even by parents and brothers, relatives and 
friends; and they will put ‘some of you to 
death. 17And “you will be hated by all for 
My name’s sake. !8vBut not a hair of your 
head shall be lost. 18By your patience pos- 
sess your souls. 


The Destruction of Jerusalem 

20w“But when you see Jerusalem sur- 
rounded by armies, then know that its 
desolation is near. 21Then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains, let 
those who are in the midst of her depart, 
and let not those who are in the country 
enter her. 22For these are the days of ven- 
geance, that xall things which are written 
may be fulfilled. 23yBut woe to those who 
are pregnant and to those who are nursing 
babies in those days! For there will be great 
distress in the land and wrath upon this 
people. 24And they will fall by the edge of 
the sword, and be led away captive into all 
nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled 
by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled. 


* 21:4 NU-Text omits for God. 
omits Therefore. 


* 21:8 NU-Text 


21:2 two mites. These were the smallest currency 
available. 

21:5 donations. These were gift offerings for the 
decoration of the temple and included gold and 
silver-plated gates, grapevine clusters, and Bab- 
ylonian linen tapestries which hung from the temple 
veil. Even Tacitus, the Roman historian, called it an 
“immensely opulent temple.” 

21:6 not one stone shall be left upon another. Jesus 
noted that the beautiful place of worship was tempo- 
rary and would be destroyed. He was referring to the 
fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, which itself was a picture 
of the destruction of the last days. 

21:8 Take heed that you not be deceived. The first 
century and early second century were times of great 
messianic fervor in Judaism, as the Israelites sought 
freedom from Roman rule. Many people claimed to 
be the Messiah. Jesus warned His disciples not to be 
fooled by such claims. 

21:12 synagogues and prisons... kings and rulers. 
These references indicate that all nations would share 
responsibility for the massacre of the disciples. 

21:15 | will give you a mouth and wisdom. Jesus 
promises the disciples that the Holy Spirit will assist 
them in giving testimony (12:11-12). The initial fulfill- 
ment of this promise is found in Acts 4:8-14; 7:54; and 
26:24-30. 


21:16 You will be betrayed. The persecution of the 
disciples would be painful and severe. Identifying 
with Jesus often means risking the rejection and 
denunciation of family, and in some cases martyr- 
dom. 

21:20 its desolation. This passage compared the 
desecration of the temple to what occurred in 167 
B.c., when Antiochus Epiphanes erected an altar to 
Zeus in the temple. A similar desecration of the tem- 
ple site occurred during the destruction of Jerusalem 
in A.D. 70. 

21:22 days of vengeance. Jerusalem had become an 
object of divine judgment because of its unfaithful- 
ness. Jesus warned of this consequence throughout 
His ministry (13:9,34-35; 19:41-44). The premise for 
such judgment goes back to the curses of the Mosaic 
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The Coming of the Son of Man 
25a“A nd there will be signs in the sun, in 
the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea 
and the waves roaring; 26men’s hearts fail- 
ing them from fear and the expectation 
of those things which are coming on the 
earth, >for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. 27Then they will see the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. 28Now when these things begin 
to happen, look up and lift up your heads, 
because ¢your redemption draws near.” 


The Parable of the Fig Tree 

29eThen He spoke to them a parable: 
“Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 
30When they are already budding, you 
see and know for yourselves that summer 
is now near. 31So you also, when you see 
these things happening, know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 32Assuredly, I say 
to you, this generation will by no means 
pass away till all things take place. 33fHeav- 
en and earth will pass away, but My ¢words 
will by no means pass away. 


The Importance of Watching 

34“But "take heed to yourselves, lest 
your hearts be weighed down with carous- 
ing, drunkenness, and ‘cares of this life, 
and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 
35For jit will come as a snare on all those 
who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 
36kWatch therefore, and 'pray always that 
you may be counted ™worthy* to escape all 
these things that will come to pass, and "to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 

370And in the daytime He was teaching 
in the temple, but Pat night He went out 
and stayed on the mountain called Olivet. 


Luke 22:13 @ 1159 
38Then early in the morning all the people 
came to Him in the temple to hear Him. 


The Plot to Kill Jesus 
2 Now 4the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
drew near, which is called Passover. 
2And >the chief priests and the scribes 
sought how they might kill Him, for they 
feared the people. 
3cThen Satan entered Judas, surnamed 
Iscariot, who was numbered among the 
dtwelve. 4So he went his way and conferred 
with the chief priests and captains, how he 
might betray Him to them. 5And they were 
glad, and eagreed to give him money. 6So he 
promised and sought opportunity to ‘betray 
Him to them in the absence of the multitude. 


Jesus and His Disciples Prepare 


the Passover 

7gThen came the Day of Unleavened 
Bread, when the Passover must be killed. 
8And He sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 
and prepare the Passover for us, that we 
may eat.” 

9So they said to Him, “Where do You 
want us to prepare?” 

10And He said to them, “Behold, when 
you have entered the city, a man will meet 
you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him 
into the house which he enters. !!Then you 
shall say to the master of the house, ‘The 
Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest 
room where I may eat the Passover with My 
disciples?”’ 12Then he will show you a large, 
furnished upper room; there make ready.” 

13S0 they went and "found it just as He 
had said to them, and they prepared the 
Passover. 


* 21:36 NU-Text reads may have strength. 


covenant and the Old Testament prophets’ warn- 
ings of coming judgment (Deut. 28:49-57; 32:35; Jer. 
6:1-8; 26:1—-9; Hos. 9:7). 

21:27 the Son of Man coming in a cloud. The ref- 
erence here is to the authoritative return of Jesus. 
The allusion to the cloud and the figure comes from 
Daniel 7:13-14, with its picture of One who receives 
authority from the Ancient of Days. Jesus viewed 
this text in terms of an apocalyptic deliverance. The 
image of the cloud is important, since God is iden- 
tified as riding the clouds in the Old Testament (Ex. 
34:5; Ps. 104:3). The Son of Man has divine authority 
to judge the world. 

21:29-30 When they are already budding. The 
tender buds that appear every spring on trees show 
that summer is approaching; the appearance of the 
signs Jesus describes will warn of the coming of the 
end times. 

21:33 will by no means pass away. The disciples had 
the assurance that Jesus’ promises concerning the 
end times were more certain than creation itself. God 
made an unconditional and unilateral covenant, and 
He will keep it (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18—-21; Ps. 89). 

21:34 take heed to yourselves. Though the events of 
the end times may not come to pass for a long time, 


believers should continue to look for their arrival. The 
day of Jesus’ return should not take us by surprise. We 
should live as if it is imminent. 

22:1 the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This feast took 
place immediately following Passover (Ex. 12:1-20; 
Deut. 16:1—8). The two feasts were often considered 
as one. Passover commemorated the night of the 
tenth plague in Egypt. The Feast of Unleavened Bread 
celebrated the Exodus. 

22:4 captains. These were Levites who were mem- 
bers of the temple guard. They were the ones who 
could make the arrest. 

22:11-12 guest room. Such rooms were often made 
available to the thousands of pilgrims who came to 
Jerusalem for the celebration of Passover and the 
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Jesus Institutes the Lord’s Supper 

14iWhen the hour had come, He sat 
down, and the twelve* apostles with Him. 
Then He said to them, “With fervent de- 
sire I have desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer; !6for I say to you, I will 
no longer eat of it ‘until it is fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God.” 

17Then He took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it 
among yourselves; !8for ®I say to you,* I will 
not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.” 

191And He took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is My body which is given for you; "do this 
in remembrance of Me.” 

20Likewise He also took the cup after 
supper, saying, °“This cup is the new cov- 
enant in My blood, which is shed for you. 
2IpBut behold, the hand of My betrayer is 
with Me on the table. 224And truly the Son 
of Man goes ‘as it has been determined, but 
woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” 

23sThen they began to question among 
themselves, which of them it was who 
would do this thing. 


The Disciples Argue About 


Greatness 

24tNow there was also a dispute among 
them, as to which of them should be consid- 
ered the greatest. 25uAnd He said to them, 
“The kings of the Gentiles exercise lord- 
ship over them, and those who exercise au- 
thority over them are called ‘benefactors.’ 
26vBut not so among you; on the contrary, 
whe who is greatest among you, let him be 
as the younger, and he who governs as he 
who serves. 27xFor who is greater, he who 
sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not 
he who sits at the table? Yet »I am among 
you as the One who serves. 

28“But you are those who have contin- 
ued with Me in 2My trials. 28And 4I bestow 
upon you a kingdom, just as My Father 


bestowed one upon Me, 2°that you may eat 
and drink at My table in My kingdom, cand 
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel.” 


Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

31And the Lord said,* “Simon, Simon! 
Indeed, “Satan has asked for you, that he 
may esift you as wheat. 32But fl have prayed 
for you, that your faith should not fail; and 
when you have returned to Me, ¢strengthen 
your brethren.” 

33But he said to Him, “Lord, Iam ready to 
go with You, both to prison and to death.” 

34hThen He said, “I tell you, Peter, the 
rooster shall not crow this day before you 
will deny three times that you know Me.” 


Supplies for the Road 

35iAnd He said to them, “When I sent 
you without money bag, knapsack, and 
sandals, did you lack anything?” 

So they said, “Nothing.” 

36Then He said to them, “But now, he 
who has a money bag, let him take it, and 
likewise a knapsack; and he who has no 
sword, let him sell his garment and buy 
one. 37For I say to you that this which is 
written must still be accomplished in Me: 
iAnd He was numbered with the trans- 
gressors.”* For the things concerning Me 
have an end.” 

38So they said, “Lord, look, here are two 
swords.” 

And He said to them, “It is enough.” 


The Prayer in the Garden 

39kComing out, 'He went to the Mount 
of Olives, as He was accustomed, and His 
disciples also followed Him. 4°~When He 
came to the place, He said to them, “Pray 
that you may not enter into temptation.” 


* 22:14 NU-Text omits twelve. * 22:18 NU-Text 
adds from now on. * 22:31 NU-Text omits And 
the Lord said. * 22:37 Isaiah 53:12 


Feast of Unleavened Bread. Such a room would con- 
tain couches for guests at the feasts to recline for the 
meal. Access to the room was probably gained by 
stairs on the outside of the house. 

22:19 My body... do this in remembrance. Jesus 
instituted a new meal which is not only a memorial 
of His death, but also a fellowship meal of unity. It is a 
proclamation and a symbol of the believer's anticipa- 
tion of Jesus’ return, when all God's promises will be 
fulfilled (1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:23-26). 

22:20 This cup is the new covenant. The wine of the 
Lord’s Supper depicts the giving of life, a sacrifice 
of blood, which inaugurated the new covenant for 
those who respond to Jesus’ offer of salvation (Heb. 
8:8,13; 9:11-28). 

22:30 eat and drink... sit on thrones judging. This 
is a promise of future blessing and authority. The 
disciples were promised a seat at the banquet of vic- 
tory and the right to help Jesus rule over Israel on His 
return (Matt. 19:28; 2 Tim. 2:12). 


22:32 | have prayed for you... you have returned. 
The Greek word for you here is singular, referring spe- 
cifically to Peter. In effect, Jesus restored Peter even 
before his fall (vv. 54-62), and He instructed the dis- 
ciple to shepherd the saints by strengthening them. 

22:37 this which is written. Jesus cited Isaiah 53:12, 
which describes a righteous one who suffers as a 
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4inAnd He was withdrawn from them 
about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down 
and prayed, #2saying, “Father, if it is Your 
will, take this cup away from Me; never- 
theless °not My will, but Yours, be done.” 
43Then Pan angel appeared to Him from 
heaven, strengthening Him. 44¢And being 
in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then 
His sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.* 

45When He rose up from prayer, and had 
come to His disciples, He found them sleep- 
ing from sorrow. 46Then He said to them, 
“Why "do you sleep? Rise and spray, lest 
you enter into temptation.” 


Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane 

47And while He was still speaking, 'be- 
hold, a multitude; and he who was called 
uJudas, one of the twelve, went before them 
and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. 48But 
Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betray- 
ing the Son of Man with a vkiss?” 

49When those around Him saw what 
was going to happen, they said to Him, 
“Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 
50And wone of them struck the servant of 
the high priest and cut off his right ear. 

51But Jesus answered and said, “Permit 
even this.” And He touched his ear and 
healed him. 

52xThen Jesus said to the chief priests, 
captains of the temple, and the elders who 
had come to Him, “Have you come out, as 
against a Yrobber, with swords and clubs? 
53 When I was with you daily in the ztemple, 
you did not try to seize Me. But this is your 
ahour, and the power of darkness.” 


Peter Denies Jesus, and Weeps 


Bitterly 

54bHaving arrested Him, they led Him 
and brought Him into the high priest’s 
house. ‘But Peter followed at a distance. 
55dNow when they had kindled a fire in 
the midst of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat among them. 56And a 


Luke 22:69 @ 1161 
certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat 
by the fire, looked intently at him and said, 
“This man was also with Him.” 

57But he denied Him,* saying, “Woman, 
Ido not know Him.” 

58eAnd after a little while another saw 
him and said, “You also are of them.” 

But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” 

59fThen after about an hour had passed, 
another confidently affirmed, saying, 
“Surely this fellow also was with Him, for 
he is a £Galilean.” 

60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know 
what you are saying!” 

Immediately, while he was still speak- 
ing, the rooster* crowed. &!And the Lord 
turned and looked at Peter. Then "Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how 
He had said to him, ‘“Before the rooster 
crows,* you will deny Me three times.” 6&2So 
Peter went out and wept bitterly. 


Jesus Mocked and Beaten 

63iINow the men who held Jesus mocked 
Him and &beat Him. 64And having blind- 
folded Him, they 'struck Him on the face 
and asked Him,* saying, “Prophesy! Who 
is the one who struck You?” 6&And many 
other things they blasphemously spoke 
against Him. 


Jesus Faces the Sanhedrin 

66mAs soon as it was day, "the elders of 
the people, both chief priests and scribes, 
came together and led Him into their coun- 
cil, saying, 670“If You are the Christ, tell us.” 

But He said to them, “If I tell you, you 
will P>by no means believe. 68And if I also 
ask you, you will by no means answer Me 
or let Me go.* 69¢Hereafter the Son of Man 


* 22:44 NU-Text brackets verses 43 and 44 as not 
in the originaltext. * 22:57 NU-Text reads denied 
it. *22:60 NU-Text and M-Text read a rooster. 

* 22:61 NU-Text adds today. *22:64 NU-Text 
reads And having blindfolded Him, they asked 
Him. * 22:68 NU-Text omits also and Me or let 
Me go. 


criminal. Jesus noted that His death would fulfill Isa- 
iah’s prediction. 

22:42 this cup. This is a figure of speech for wrath (Ps. 
11:6; 75:7—8; Jer. 25:15—16; Ezek. 23:31—34). 

22:43 strengthening Him. God's answer to Jesus’ 
prayer did not allow His Son to avoid suffering. How- 
ever, God did provide angelic help for Jesus to face 
what was coming. Sometimes God answers prayer 
by eliminating trials; sometimes He answers by 
strengthening us in the midst of them. 

22:52 as against a robber. The Greek term for robber 
was used of both highway bandits and revolution- 
aries. Jesus rebuked His captors for treating Him as 
though He were a dangerous lawbreaker. 

22:59 for he is a Galilean. According to Mark 14:70, 
Peter’s accent gave him away as being from the same 
region as Jesus. 

22:66 the elders of the people .. . came together. 
The description here is of a major morning trial that 


involved all the Jewish religious leaders, the entire 
council or Sanhedrin. This trial violated various Jew- 
ish legal rules given in later sources: meeting on the 
morning of a feast; meeting at Caiaphas’s home; try- 
ing a defendant without defense; and reaching the 
verdict in one day instead of the two days that were 
required for capital cases. 

22:69 on the right hand of the power of God. Jesus’ 
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1162 @ Luke 22:70 
will sit on the right hand of the power of 
God.” 

7Then they all said, “Are You then the 
Son of God?” 

So He said to them, “You rightly say 
that I am.” 

71s And they said, “What further testimo- 
ny do we need? For we have heard it our- 
selves from His own mouth.” 


Jesus Handed Over 


to Pontius Pilate 
2 Then ¢the whole multitude of them 
arose and led Him to Pilate. 2And 

they began to caccuse Him, saying, “We 
found this fellow ¢perverting the* nation, 
and ¢forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, 
saying fthat He Himself is Christ, a King.” 

3eThen Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are 
You the King of the Jews?” 

He answered him and said, “It is as you 
say.” 

4So Pilate said to the chief priests and 
the crowd, ’“I find no fault in this Man.” 

5But they were the more fierce, saying, 
“He stirs up the people, teaching through- 
out all Judea, beginning from ‘Galilee to 
this place.” 


Jesus Faces Herod 

6When Pilate heard of Galilee,* he asked 
if the Man were a Galilean. 7And as soon 
as he knew that He belonged to ‘Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who 
was also in Jerusalem at that time. 8Now 
when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceed- 
ingly glad; for he had desired for a long 
time to see Him, because ‘he had heard 
many things about Him, and he hoped to 
see some miracle done by Him. 9Then he 
questioned Him with many words, but He 
answered him nothing. And the chief 
priests and scribes stood and vehemently 
accused Him. "Then Herod, with his men 


of war, treated Him with contempt and 
mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous 
robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 12That 
very day °Pilate and Herod became friends 
with each other, for previously they had 
been at enmity with each other. 


Taking the Place of Barabbas 

13»Then Pilate, when he had called to- 
gether the chief priests, the rulers, and the 
people, !4said to them, “You have brought 
this Man to me, as one who misleads the 
people. And indeed, "having examined 
Him in your presence, I have found no 
fault in this Man concerning those things 
of which you accuse Him; !Sno, neither did 
Herod, for I sent you back to him;* and in- 
deed nothing deserving of death has been 
done by Him. !6sI will therefore chastise 
Him and release Him” !"t(for it was neces- 
sary for him to release one to them at the 
feast).* 

18A nd “they all cried out at once, saying, 
“Away with this Man, and release to us 
Barabbas”— 18who had been thrown into 
prison for a certain rebellion made in the 
city, and for murder. 

20Pilate, therefore, wishing to release 
Jesus, again called out to them. 2!But they 
shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify 
Him!” 

22Then he said to them the third time, 
“Why, what evil has He done? I have found 
no reason for death in Him. I will therefore 
chastise Him and let Him go.” 

23But they were insistent, demanding 
with loud voices that He be crucified. And 
the voices of these men and of the chief 
priests prevailed.* 24So vPilate gave sen- 
tence that it should be as they requested. 


* 23:2 NU-Text reads our. *23:6 NU-Text omits 
of Galilee. *23:15 NU-Text reads for he sent 
Him back tous. *23:17 NU-Text omits verse 17. 
* 23:23 NU-Text omits and of the chief priests. 


reply here alludes to the regal enthronement image 
of Psalm 110:1. This reply is what convicted Him. 
Apparently what offended Jesus’ audience was His 
claim to sit in God’s presence and to exercise divine 
authority. In effect, His answer to their question 
about being the Christ was more than they expected. 
It was not blasphemous to claim to be Messiah. What 
was blasphemous was the claim to be the Judge of 
Jewish people, with God's authority. 

23:2 began to accuse. Three charges were lodged 
against Jesus: (1) perverting the nation, (2) forbid- 
ding payment of taxes to Rome, and (3) claiming to 
be the Christ. The first charge, which was a general 
complaint, involved disturbing the peace. The other 
two charges could have been construed as chal- 
lenges to Rome. The second charge was a blatant lie 
(20:20-26). The third charge was true, but not in the 
threatening sense that the prosecutors suggested. 
A three-part Roman procedure was followed at the 
trial; charges, examination, and verdict. 

23:5 they were the more fierce. By mentioning the 
charge that Jesus stirred up the people, the leaders 


suggested that Pilate risked being found derelict in 
his duty if he let Jesus go. 

23:7 Herod’s jurisdiction. Herod was responsible for 
Galilee, so Pilate “passed the buck” for the ruling and 
showed political courtesy at the same time. 

23:16 chastise Him and release Him. Pilate hoped 
that a public whipping might satisfy the crowd and 
tame Jesus, avoiding the need to resort to the death 
penalty. 

23:18-19 Away with this Man. The entire crowd is 
portrayed as wanting Jesus to die. Luke makes it clear 
that Jesus’ death was not only instigated by Jewish 
officials but approved by the Jewish people. 
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25wAnd he released to them* the one they 
requested, who for rebellion and murder 
had been thrown into prison; but he deliv- 
ered Jesus to their will. 


The King on a Cross 

26xNow as they led Him away, they laid 
hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, 
who was coming from the country, and on 
him they laid the cross that he might bear 
it after Jesus. 

27And a great multitude of the people fol- 
lowed Him, and women who also mourned 
and lamented Him. 28But Jesus, turning to 
them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 
not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves 
and for your children. 29¥For indeed the 
days are coming in which they will say, 
‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that nev- 
er bore, and breasts which never nursed!’ 
30Then they will begin 2‘to say to the moun- 
tains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover 
us!”’* 3laFor if they do these things in the 
green wood, what will be done in the dry?” 

32bThere were also two others, crimi- 
nals, led with Him to be put to death. 33And 
ewhen they had come to the place called 
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the 
criminals, one on the right hand and the 
other on the left. 34Then Jesus said, “Fa- 
ther, “forgive them, for ¢they do not know 
what they do.’* 

And fthey divided His garments and cast 
lots. 35And sthe people stood looking on. 
But even the "rulers with them sneered, 
saying, “He saved others; let Him save 
Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of 
God.” 

36The soldiers also mocked Him, coming 
and offering Him ‘sour wine, 37and saying, 
“If You are the King of the Jews, save Your- 
self.” 

38And an inscription also was written 
over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and 
Hebrew:* 


THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
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39kThen one of the criminals who were 
hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You 
are the Christ,* save Yourself and us.” 

40But the other, answering, rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, 
seeing you are under the same condemna- 
tion? 41And we indeed justly, for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds; but this Man 
has done ‘nothing wrong.” 42Then he said 
to Jesus, “Lord,* remember me when You 
come into Your kingdom.” 

43And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I 
say to you, today you will be with Me in 
mParadise.” 


Jesus Dies on the Cross 

44nNow it was* about the sixth hour, and 
there was darkness over all the earth until 
the ninth hour. 45Then the sun was dark- 
ened,* and °the veil of the temple was torn 
in two. 46And when Jesus had cried out 
with a loud voice, He said, “Father, ? ‘into 
Your hands I commit My spirit.’”* *Having 
said this, He breathed His last. 

47rSo when the centurion saw what had 
happened, he glorified God, saying, “Cer- 
tainly this was a righteous Man!” 

48And the whole crowd who came to- 
gether to that sight, seeing what had been 
done, beat their breasts and returned. 
49sBut all His acquaintances, and the wom- 
en who followed Him from Galilee, stood at 
a distance, watching these things. 


Jesus Buried in Joseph's Tomb 
50tNow behold, there was a man named 

Joseph, a council member, a good and 

just man. 5!He had not consented to their 


* 23:25 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them. 

* 23:30 Hosea 10:8 * 23:34 NU-Text brackets the 
first sentence as a later addition. *23:38 NU- 
Text omits written and in letters of Greek, Latin, 
and Hebrew. *23:39 NU-Text reads Are You 
not the Christ? *23:42 NU-Text reads And he 
said, “Jesus, remember me. * 23:44 NU-Text 
adds already. *23:45 NU-Text reads obscured. 
* 23:46 Psalm 31:5 


23:26 Simon a Cyrenian was recruited to carry Jesus’ 
cross. He was from a leading city of Libya. 

23:28 do not weep for me. Though He was dying, 
Jesus pointed out that their weeping should be for 
Jerusalem and its inhabitants, since judgment was 
going to fall on the city (19:41-44). Jerusalem here 
represents the entire nation of Israel. 

23:31 what will be done in the dry. The idea here 
seems to be “If this is what is done to a live tree, what 
will happen to the dead one?” In other words, “If 
Jesus, the living tree, has not been spared, how much 
more will dead wood not be spared.” This is Jesus’ 
final lament over the nation of Israel. 

23:33 the place called Calvary. The name of the 
place in Aramaic is Golgotha, which means “skull.” 
Calvary is the Latin name for Golgotha. Possibly the 
name referred to a geographical feature of the locale, 
something that resembled a skull. 

23:36 sour wine. The drink referred to here was 
probably wine vinegar, which was inexpensive and 


quenched thirst better than water. It was a drink of 
the poor. 

23:44 sixth hour... ninth hour. The first hour was 
sunrise, so the time was 12 P.M. to 3 P.M. During these 
three hours, signs of creation revealed that the hour 
was not one of light but of darkness (22:53). 

23:47 Certainly this was a righteous Man. If Jesus 
was righteous and innocent, then He is who He 
claimed to be. Thus a second figure besides the thief 
on the cross had insight into Jesus’ death. 


23:25 |s.53:8 23:26 Matt. 27:32 23:29¥ Matt. 
24:19 23:302Hos. 10:8; Rev. 6:16, 17;9:6 23:314[Jer. 
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decision and deed. He was from Arimathea, 
a city of the Jews, “who himself was also 
waiting* for the kingdom of God. 52This 
man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. 58vThen he took it down, wrapped it 
in linen, and laid it ina tomb that was hewn 
out of the rock, where no one had ever lain 
before. 54That day was “the Preparation, 
and the Sabbath drew near. 

55And the women *who had come with 
Him from Galilee followed after, and Ythey 
observed the tomb and how His body was 
laid. 56Then they returned and zprepared 
spices and fragrant oils. And they rested 
on the Sabbath ¢according to the com- 
mandment. 


He Is Risen 
2 Now “on the first day of the week, 
very early in the morning, they, and 
certain other women with them,* came to 
the tomb bringing the spices which they 
had prepared. 2°But they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb. 3¢Then they 
went in and did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. 4And it happened, as they were great- 
ly* perplexed about this, that ¢behold, two 
men stood by them in shining garments. 
5Then, as they were afraid and bowed their 
faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why 
do you seek the living among the dead? 6He 
is not here, but is risen! (Remember how He 
spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, 
7saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, and be cruci- 
fied, and the third day rise again.’ ” 
8And "they remembered His words. 
9iThen they returned from the tomb and 
told all these things to the eleven and to all 
the rest. 19It was Mary Magdalene, ‘Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them, who told these things to 
the apostles. 1!kAnd their words seemed to 
them like idle tales, and they did not believe 
them. !2'But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; 
and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths 


lying* by themselves; and he departed, mar- 
veling to himself at what had happened. 


The Road to Emmaus 

13mNow behold, two of them were trav- 
eling that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was seven miles* from 
Jerusalem. And they talked together 
of all these things which had happened. 
15So it was, while they conversed and rea- 
soned, that "Jesus Himself drew near and 
went with them. !6But ctheir eyes were re- 
strained, so that they did not know Him. 

17And He said to them, “What kind of 
conversation is this that you have with one 
another as you walk and are sad?”* 

18Then the one whose name was Cleo- 
pas answered and said to Him, “Are You 
the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have 
You not known the things which happened 
there in these days?” 

19And He said to them, “What things?” 

So they said to Him, “The things con- 
cerning Jesus of Nazareth, ~who was a 
Prophet "mighty in deed and word before 
God and all the people, 2°sand how the 
chief priests and our rulers delivered Him 
to be condemned to death, and crucified 
Him. 2!But we were hoping ‘that it was He 
who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, 
besides all this, today is the third day since 
these things happened. 22 Yes, and “certain 
women of our company, who arrived at the 
tomb early, astonished us. 23 When they did 
not find His body, they came saying that 
they had also seen a vision of angels who 
said He was alive. 24And certain of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said; but 
Him they did not see.” 


* 23:51 NU-Text reads who was waiting. 

* 24:1 NU-Text omits and certain other women 
with them. *24:4 NU-Text omits greatly. 

* 24:12 NU-Text omits lying. * 24:13 Literally 
sixty stadia *24:17 NU-Text reads as you walk? 
And they stood still, looking sad. 


23:52 the body of Jesus. There is no doubt that Jesus 
died. Efforts to explain the resurrection as something 
like a return from a coma are more impossible than 
the idea of the resurrection itself. 

23:54 That day was the Preparation. Jesus was bur- 
ied late on Friday, on the day called Preparation when 
everything was made ready for the Sabbath, the day 
when no labor could take place. 

24:2 they found the stone rolled away. Matthew 
28:2 mentions that an earthquake moved the stone, 
which would have fit in a channel in front of the 
entrance to the tomb. Moving the stone would have 
been possible, though difficult, for a group of people. 
The earthquake settles the question of how the stone 
was moved. 

24:11 they did not believe them. Skepticism reigned 
among the disciples. It is clear that they did not 
expect a resurrection. The disciples thought the 
women’s story was nonsense. 

24:12 Peter arose and ran. Having already experi- 
enced a fulfilled prediction of the Lord (22:54-62), 
Peter hurried to the tomb to check out the women’s 


story. It is hard to say whether Peter believed in the 
resurrection when he left the tomb. At that point he 
was probably more amazed than anything else. 
24:19-21 Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet. 
These disciples on the road to Emmaus regarded 
Jesus as the Revealer of God’s way and the Doer of 
His work. 

24:23 He was alive. The women reported that there 
was no body found in Jesus’ tomb, and that angels 
had announced to them that Jesus lives. The fact 
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25Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, 
and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26~OQught not the 
Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?” 27And beginning at 
yMoses and Zall the Prophets, He expound- 
ed to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. 


The Disciples’ Eyes Opened 

28Then they drew near to the village 
where they were going, and ¢He indicated 
that He would have gone farther. 29But >they 
constrained Him, saying, ““Abide with us, 
for it is toward evening, and the day is far 
spent.” And He went in to stay with them. 

30Now it came to pass, as “He sat at the 
table with them, that He took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. 3!1Then 
their eyes were opened and they knew Him; 
and He vanished from their sight. 

32And they said to one another, “Did not 
our heart burn within us while He talked 
with us on the road, and while He opened 
the Scriptures to us?” 33So they rose up that 
very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and 
found the eleven and those who were with 
them gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord 
is risen indeed, and ¢has appeared to Si- 
mon!” 35And they told about the things that 
had happened on the road, and how He was 
known to them in the breaking of bread. 


Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

36fNow as they said these things, Jesus 
Himself stood in the midst of them, and said 
to them, “Peace to you.” 37But they were ter- 
rified and frightened, and supposed they 
had seen £a spirit. 383And He said to them, 
“Why are you troubled? And why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? 39Behold My hands 
and My feet, that it is I Myself. "Handle Me 
and see, for a ispirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see I have.” 

40When He had said this, He showed 
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them His hands and His feet.* 41But while 
they still did not believe ifor joy, and mar- 
veled, He said to them, *“Have you any 
food here?” 42So they gave Him a piece of a 
broiled fish and some honeycomb.* #!And 
He took it and ate in their presence. 


The Scriptures Opened 

44Then He said to them, “These are the 
words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled 
which were written in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms concern- 
ing Me.” 4And "He opened their under- 
standing, that they might comprehend the 
Scriptures. 

46Then He said to them, o“Thus it is 
written, and thus it was necessary for the 
Christ to suffer and to rise* from the dead 
the third day, 47and that repentance and 
premission of sins should be preached in 
His name “to all nations, beginning at Je- 
rusalem. 48And ‘you are witnesses of these 
things. 49sBehold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Je- 
rusalem* until you are endued with power 
from on high.” 


The Ascension 

50And He led them out ‘as far as Betha- 
ny, and He lifted up His hands and blessed 
them. 5!“Now it came to pass, while He 
blessed them, that He was parted from 
them and carried up into heaven. 52vAnd 
they worshiped Him, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy, and were continually 
win the temple praising and* blessing God. 
Amen.* 


* 24:40 Some printed New Testaments omit this 
verse. It is found in nearly all Greek manuscripts. 
* 24:42 NU-Text omits and some honeycomb. 

* 24:46 NU-Text reads written, that the Christ 
should suffer and rise. * 24:49 NU-Text omits 
of Jerusalem. * 24:53 NU-Text omits praising 
and. ¢ NU-Text omits Amen. 


that the men were still sad indicates that they did not 
believe the report. 

24:25 slow of heart to believe. Jesus, who at this 
time was still not known to the travelers, rebuked His 
companions and reminded them of the things that 
the prophets taught. 

24:27 And beginning at Moses. Going from the 
books of Moses to the Prophets, Jesus provided an 
overview of God’s plan in the Scriptures. This plan is 
present throughout the entire Old Testament (Acts 
3:22-26; 10:43). 

24:39 flesh and bones. Jesus pointed out that a 
raised body is not a disembodied spirit. The presence 
of His body indicates that Jesus had been raised and 
that He was not a hallucination. He was raised in the 
same physical body in which He had been put to 
death. The difference was that His resurrected body 
is not corruptible and not subject to death. 

24:46 Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead. 
Two parts of God's plan had been fulfilled. Jesus 
had been crucified and raised from the dead. Old 


Testament texts that predict these events are Psalm 
22 and Psalm 118:22. 

24:49 the Promise of My Father. This is a reference 
to the baptism of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 
2:4). It was promised in Jeremiah 31:31-33, and in 
Joel 2:28. Peter called this coming of the Spirit “the 
beginning” (Acts 11:15) because the real fulfillment of 
God's promise of salvation would start in those peo- 
ple united by the Spirit to establish the church. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


JOHN 


> AUTHOR: Jesus nicknamed John and his brother, James, “sons of thunder” (Mark 
3:17). John was evidently among the Galileans who followed John the Baptist until 
they were called to follow Jesus at the outset of His public ministry. These Galileans 
were later called to become full-time disciples of the Lord (Luke 5:1-11), and John 
was among the twelve men who were selected to be apostles (Luke 6:12-16). The 
author of this Gospel is identified only as the disciple “whom Jesus loved” John 
13:23; 19:26; 21:7), but attention to detail concerning geography and Jewish culture 
in the Gospel lend credibility to the author's claim to be an eyewitness. The strong 
testimony of the early church relates this eyewitness to the apostle John. 

> TIME: c. A.D. 29-33 > KEY VERSES: John 20:30-31 

> THEME: John is a great book for new or young Christians because it intentionally 
helps the reader understand the significance of Jesus. What becomes increasingly 
clear as you read the Gospel of John is that Jesus does not fit the image of someone 
who is simply a nice moral teacher. Only a lunatic would make the claims He makes 
for Himself unless He was who He said He was. John leaves no room for indecision. 
Like the many people Jesus encounters in the book, as you read, you must either 
reject Him or accept Him, and say in the end like Thomas: “My Lord and my God” 


(20:28). This Gospel is an incredibly powerful presentation of Jesus. 


The Eternal Word 

In the beginning “was the Word, and 

the >Word was cwith God, and the 
Word was 4God. 2eHe was in the begin- 
ning with God. 3fAll things were made 
through Him, and without Him nothing 
was made that was made. 48In Him 
was life, and "the life was the light of 
men. 5And ‘the light shines in the dark- 
ness, and the darkness did not compre- 
hend* it. 


John’s Witness: The True Light 
6There was aiman sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7This man came for a kwit- 
ness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
through him might /believe. 8He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
mLight. 9"That was the true Light which gives 
light to every man coming into the world.* 


*1:5 Or overcome *1:9 Or That was the true 
Light which, coming into the world, gives light to 
every man. 


1:1 In the beginning. Genesis 1:1 starts with the 
moment of creation and moves forward to the cre- 
ation of humanity. John 1:1 starts with creation and 
contemplates eternity past. the Word was with 
God. This suggests a face-to-face relationship. In the 
ancient world, it was important that persons of equal 
station be on the same level when seated across from 
one another. 

1:3 All things were made through Him. God the 
Father created the world (Gen. 1:1) through God 
the Son (Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2). All creation was made 
through Him. Thus, He is the Creator God. 

1:4 light of men. This image conveys the concept of 
revelation. As the light, Jesus Christ reveals both sin 
and God to humans (Ps. 36:9). Later in this Gospel, 
Christ declares Himself to be both the life (11:25) and 
the light (8:12). Death and darkness flee when the life 
and light enter. 

1:5 light shines in the darkness. Although Satan 
and his forces resist the light, they cannot thwart 
its power. In short, Jesus is life and light; those 


who accept Him are “sons of light” (12:35-36). 
As the creation of light was the beginning of the 
original creation, so, when believers receive the 
light, they become part of the new creation (2 Cor. 
4:3-6). 

1:7 for a witness. This phrase means “to testify” or 
“to declare.” John uses the word translated witness 33 
times as a verb and 14 times as a noun in his Gospel. 
The term is particularly important to his purpose, 
which is to record adequate witnesses to Jesus as 
the Messiah so that individuals might believe Him 
(20:30-31). believe. This word means “to trust.” 
John uses this verb almost 100 times in his Gospel to 
express what must take place for a person to receive 
the gift of eternal life. 
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10He was in the world, and the world was 
made through Him, and othe world did not 
know Him. "He came to His own,* and 
His own* did not receive Him. !2But as 
many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name: !8'who were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God. 


The Word Becomes Flesh 

MsAnd the Word ‘became “flesh and 
dwelt among us, and »we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, “full of grace and truth. 

15xJohn bore witness of Him and cried 
out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, 
y‘He who comes after me is preferred be- 
fore me, 7for He was before me.’” 

16And* of His “fullness we have all re- 
ceived, and grace for grace. !7For >the law 
was given through Moses, but ‘grace and 
dtruth came through Jesus Christ. 18eNo 
one has seen God at any time. fThe only 
begotten Son,* who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has declared Him. 


A Voice in the Wilderness 
19Now this is ¢the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20hHe confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 


John 1:28 & 1167 

21And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” 

“Are you ‘the Prophet?” 

And he answered, “No.” 

22Then they said to him, “Who are you, 
that we may give an answer to those who 
sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 

23He said: “Iam 


k*The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: 
“Make straight the way of the LORD,”’* 


as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24Now those who were sent were from 
the Pharisees. 25And they asked him, say- 
ing, “Why then do you baptize if you are 
not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Proph- 
et?” 

26John answered them, saying, '“I bap- 
tize with water, ™but there stands One 
among you whom you do not know. 27"It 
is He who, coming after me, is preferred 
before me, whose sandal strap I am not 
worthy to loose.” 

28These things were done °in Bethaba- 
ra* beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 


* 1:11 That is, His own things or domain ¢ That 
is, Hisownpeople *1:16 NU-Text reads 

For. *1:18 NU-Text reads only begotten God. 
* 1:23 Isaiah 40:3 * 1:28 NU-Text and M-Text 
read Bethany. 


1:11 receive. This means “to receive with favor” and 
implies “welcome.” Instead of a welcome mat, Jesus 
had a door slammed in His face. The themes of rejec- 
tion and reception (v. 12) introduced in the prologue 
(1:1-18) appear repeatedly throughout the Gospel of 
John. 

1:12 He gave the right. This phrase refers to the legit- 
imate entitlement to the position of children of God. 
By believing, undeserving sinners can become full 
members of God's family. 

1:14 the Word became flesh. The Son of God who 
was from eternity became human, with limitations 
in time and space (Phil. 2:5-8). This is the doctrine 
of the incarnation: God became human. Nothing of 
the essential nature of deity was lost in this event; 
we might rephrase became as “took to Himself.” John 
uses the word flesh to refer to the physical nature of 
humans, not to our sinful disposition. dwelt among 
us. The Greek word for tent or dwelling was also used 
in the Greek Old Testament for the tabernacle, where 
the presence of God dwelt. only begotten. This 
means unique, one of a kind. 

1:16 grace for grace. The background of this dou- 
bled term, as well as the use of the term in verse 17, 
is found in Exodus 32-34. Moses and the people had 
received grace, but they were in tremendous need of 
more grace (Ex. 33:13). 

1:18 No one has seen God. God is Spirit (4:24) and is 
invisible (Col. 1:15; 1 Tim. 1:17) unless God chooses to 
reveal Himself. Humans cannot look at God and live 
(Ex. 33:20). However, the Son is in intimate relationship 
with the Father, face-to-face with God (1:1; 6:46; 1 John 
1:2). God became visible to human eyes in the man 
Jesus. It is through seeing the Son that we see God. 


1:19-20 the Jews. This refers to the Jewish leaders or 
the council (the Sanhedrin), who would be responsi- 
ble for examining anyone thought to be a prophet, to 
see if the person was true or false. 

1:23 Make straight. When a king traveled, roads 
were built so that the royal chariot would not have to 
travel over rough terrain or be stuck in the mud. Isa- 
iah was saying that before God appeared to manifest 
His glory, a voice would be heard, inviting Israel to 
make straight the way by which God Himself would 
come. 

1:24 the Pharisees. The Pharisees were an influential 
sect that numbered about 6,000. As strict interpret- 
ers of the law in Israel, they were extremely zealous 
for ritual and tradition. 

1:27 whose sandal strap | am not worthy to loose. 
Undoing the shoe strap was the job of a slave. The 
Jewish Talmud says, “Everything that a servant will do 
for his master, a scholar shall perform for his teacher, 
except the menial task of loosing his sandal thong.” 
Thus, John was saying that “Jesus Christ is the living 
Lord and | am the voice, His servant and slave. Actu- 
ally, I’m not even worthy to be His slave.” 
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The Lamb of God 

29The next day John saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, “Behold! >The Lamb 
of God ¢who takes away the sin of the world! 
30This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes 
a Man who is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.’ 31I did not know Him; but 
that He should be revealed to Israel, 'there- 
fore I came baptizing with water.” 

32s And John bore witness, saying, “I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and He remained upon Him. 33] did 
not know Him, but He who sent me to bap- 
tize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom 
you see the Spirit descending, and remain- 
ing on Him, ‘this is He who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and tes- 
tified that this is the “Son of God.” 


John 1:29 


The First Disciples 

35A gain, the next day, John stood with 
two of his disciples. 36And looking at Jesus 
as He walked, he said, v“Behold the Lamb 
of God!” 

37The two disciples heard him speak, 
and they “followed Jesus. 38Then Jesus 
turned, and seeing them following, said to 
them, “What do you seek?” 

They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to 
say, when translated, Teacher), “where are 
You staying?” 

39He said to them, “Come and see.” They 
came and saw where He was staying, and 
remained with Him that day (now it was 
about the tenth hour). 

40One of the two who heard John speak, 
and followed Him, was xAndrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 4!He first found his own 
brother Simon, and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which is translated, 
the Christ). 42And he brought him to Jesus. 

Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, 
“You are Simon the son of Jonah.* YYou 
shall be called Cephas” (which is translat- 
ed, A Stone). 


Philip and Nathanael 

43The following day Jesus wanted to go 
to Galilee, and He found zPhilip and said to 
him, “Follow Me.” 44Now ¢Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found Him of whom «Moses in 
the law, and also the “prophets, wrote— 
Jesus ¢of Nazareth, the fson of Joseph.” 

46 And Nathanael said to him, #“Can any- 
thing good come out of Nazareth?” 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
Him, and said of him, “Behold, “an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no deceit!” 

48Nathanael said to Him, “How do You 
know me?” 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before 
Philip called you, when you were under the 
fig tree, I saw you.” 

49Nathanael answered and said to Him, 
“Rabbi, ‘You are the Son of God! You are 
ithe King of Israel!” 

50Jesus answered and said to him, “Be- 
cause I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig 
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater 
things than these.” 51And He said to him, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, *hereafter* 
you shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man.” 


Water Turned to Wine 

On the third day there was a “wedding 

in ’Cana of Galilee, and the ‘mother of 
Jesus was there. 2Now both Jesus and His 
disciples were invited to the wedding. ?And 
when they ran out of wine, the mother of 
Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 

4Jesus said to her, ““Woman, ¢what does 
your concern have to do with Me? fMy hour 
has not yet come.” 


* 1:42 NU-Text reads John. 
hereafter. 


* 1:51 NU-Text omits 


1:29 The Lamb of God. Jesus Christ is the Lamb that 
God would give as a sacrifice not only for Israel, but 
for the whole world (Is. 52:13 —53:12). 

1:33 this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. 
Seven times, the New Testament mentions this min- 
istry of Jesus. Five are prophetic (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; 
Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5); one is historical (Acts 11:16-18); 
one is doctrinal (1 Cor. 12:13). 

1:42 Cephas. This is the Aramaic word for “rock” 
(Matt. 16:18). 

1:45 Nathanael. This name is not mentioned in the 
Synoptic Gospels. But in every list of the apostles in 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the name Bartholomew is 
listed with Philip, as Nathanael is linked with Philip 
here. It is likely that Nathanael and Bartholomew 
were the same person. 

1:46 Nazareth. Nathanael knew that the Old Testa- 
ment prophets had predicted that the Messiah would 
be born in Bethlehem. Furthermore, Nazareth was an 
obscure village. Nathanael simply could not fathom 
that such a significant person as the Messiah could 
come from such an insignificant place as Nazareth. 


1:48-49 under the fig tree. In the Old Testament, 
this expression often suggests being safe and at lei- 
sure (1 Kin. 4:25; Mic. 4:4; Zech. 3:10). 

2:1-2 Cana. This city was about four and a half 
miles northwest of Nazareth. the mother of Jesus 
was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were 
invited. This suggests that Jesus and His disciples 
were invited because of Mary. Her forwardness in 
asking Jesus to help when the wine ran out (v. 3) may 
indicate that she was in some way related to the fam- 
ily holding the wedding. 

2:3 They have no wine. Hospitality in the East was a 
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5His mother said to the servants, “What- 
ever He says to you, do it.” 

6Now there were set there six waterpots 
of stone, according to the manner of puri- 
fication of the Jews, containing twenty or 
thirty gallons apiece. 7Jesus said to them, 
“Fill the waterpots with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8And He said to 
them, “Draw some out now, and take it to 
the master of the feast.” And they took it. 
9When the master of the feast had tasted 
hthe water that was made wine, and did 
not know where it came from (but the ser- 
vants who had drawn the water knew), the 
master of the feast called the bridegroom. 
10And he said to him, “Every man at the be- 
ginning sets out the good wine, and when 
the guests have well drunk, then the inferi- 
or. You have kept the good wine until now!” 

11This ‘beginning of signs Jesus did in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; 
and His disciples believed in Him. 

After this He went down to kCaper- 
naum, He, His mother, 'His brothers, and 
His disciples; and they did not stay there 
many days. 


Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

13mNow the Passover of the Jews was 
at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14nAnd He found in the temple those who 
sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
money changers doing business. 15 When 
He had made a whip of cords, He drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep 
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and the oxen, and poured out the changers’ 
money and overturned the tables. 16And He 
said to those who sold doves, “Take these 
things away! Do not make °My Father’s 
house a house of merchandise!” !17Then His 
disciples remembered that it was written, 
p“Zeal for Your house has eaten* Me up.”* 

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, 
a“What sign do You show to us, since You 
do these things?” 

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “De- 
stroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” 

20Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty- 
six years to build this temple, and will You 
raise it up in three days?” 

21But He was speaking sof the temple of 
His body. 22Therefore, when He had risen 
from the dead, ‘His disciples remembered 
that He had said this to them;* and they 
believed the Scripture and the word which 
Jesus had said. 


The Discerner of Hearts 

23Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover, during the feast, many believed 
in His name when they saw the “signs 
which He did. 24But Jesus did not commit 
Himself to them, because He vknew all 
men, 25and had no need that anyone should 
testify of man, for “He knew what was in 
man. 


* 2:17 NU-Text and M-Text read will eat. ¢ Psalm 
69:9 *2:22 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them. 


sacred duty. A wedding feast often lasted for a week. 
To run out of wine at such an important event would 
have been humiliating for the bride and groom. The 
family of Jesus was not wealthy, and it is likely their 
relatives and acquaintances were not either. This may 
have been a “low-budget” wedding feast. 

2:6 six waterpots. Each waterpot held 20-30 gal- 
lons, for a total of 120-180 gallons of the finest wine 
(v. 10). manner of purification of the Jews. Jewish 
tradition required several kinds of ceremonial wash- 
ings. Strict Jews washed their hands before a meal, 
between courses, and after the meal. This “purifying” 
extended not only to washing hands, but also to 
washing cups and vessels (Mark 7:3—4). 

2:11 This beginning of signs. |n the Gospel of John, 
the miracles of Jesus are called signs, indicating that 
they pointed to His messiahship. This sign signified 
Christ's glory—that is, His deity. When Jesus trans- 
formed water into wine, He demonstrated His power. 
2:13 the Passover of the Jews. Every male Jew was 
required to go to Jerusalem three times a year—for 
the Feast of Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles (Ex. 23:14-19; Lev. 23). Jerusa- 
lem. The Synoptic Gospels concentrate on Jesus’ 
Galilean ministry. John focuses on Jesus’ ministry in 
Jerusalem. 

2:14 And He found in the temple those who sold 
oxen and sheep and doves. The Synoptic Gospels 
place the cleansing of the temple at the conclusion 
of Jesus’ ministry (Matt. 21:12-13), whereas John 
puts it at the beginning. Apparently, Jesus cleansed 
the temple two different times. The law of Moses 


required that any animal offered in sacrifice be 
unblemished and that every Jewish male over 19 
years of age pay a temple tax (Lev. 1:3; Deut. 17:1). 
As a result, tax collectors and inspectors of sacrificial 
animals were present at the temple. However, these 
officials would not accept secular coins because they 
had an image of the Roman emperor. To put such 
coins into the temple treasury was thought to be an 
offense. Accordingly, merchants and money chang- 
ers set up shop and charged high prices for changing 
currency and for sacrificial animals. 

2:19 Destroy this temple. Jesus was not talking 
about the physical building; He was referring to His 
body, as John emphasizes in verse 21. Jesus was 
speaking of His death. / will raise it up. Note that 
Jesus did not say, “I will build it again.” He was refer- 
ring to His resurrection, three days after His death. 
2:20 Forty-six years. Herod the Great began restor- 
ing the temple in 20 8.c. The work was not finished 
at the time of this conversation. In fact, it was not 
completed until around A.D. 64 under Herod Agrippa. 
2:23 many believed in His name. This was saving 
faith. John’s purpose in recording Jesus’ miracles was 
for people to believe and have eternal life (20:30-31). 
2:24 But Jesus did not commit Himself. This word 
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The New Birth 


There was a man of the Pharisees 

named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
2aThis man came to Jesus by night and 
said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are 
a teacher come from God; for ®no one can 
do these signs that You do unless °God is 
with him.” 

3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, ¢unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a 
man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s womb and 
be born?” 

5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6That which is born of the flesh is ‘flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must 
be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but 
cannot tell where it comes from and where 
it goes. So is everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 

Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
h“How can these things be?” 

10Jesus answered and said to him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? NiMost assuredly, I say to 
you, We speak what We know and testify 
what We have seen, and ‘you do not receive 


Our witness. !2If I have told you earthly 
things and you do not believe, how will you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things? 8kNo 
one has ascended to heaven but He who 
came down from heaven, that is, the Son 
of Man who is in heaven.* 14/And as Mo- 
ses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so ™must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever "believes in Him should not 
perish but* chave eternal life. 16>For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten 7Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
17rFor God did not send His Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved. 

18s“He who believes in Him is not con- 
demned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 19And this is the condemna- 
tion, ‘that the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. 2°For “ev- 
eryone practicing evil hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed. 2!But he who does the 
truth comes to the light, that his deeds may 
be clearly seen, that they have been vdone 
in God.” 


* 3:13 NU-Text omits who is in heaven. 
* 3:15 NU-Text omits not perish but. 


is the same Greek word translated believe in verse 
23. There is a play on words here. These individuals 
trusted Jesus, but Jesus did not entrust Himself to 
them. 

3:2 by night. The fact that Nicodemus came to Jesus 
at night may reveal the timidity of his faith (12:42); 
however, his faith was developing (7:50-51; 19:39). 
3:3 unless one is born again. Jesus was explaining 
to Nicodemus that there is more to having a right 
relationship with God than being physically born a 
Jew. The new birth is not physical; rather, it is spiritual 
(v. 6). It must come by the Spirit of God if it is a spiri- 
tual birth (v. 5). 

3:5 born of water and the Spirit. There are several 
interpretations of this phrase. (1) Jesus was referring 
to water baptism (Acts 10:43-47). (2) Water is to be 
understood as a symbol for the Holy Spirit. (3) Water 
is to be understood as a symbol of the Word of God. 
(4) Jesus used the phrase “born of water” to refer to 
physical birth. He then used the contrasting phrase 
“of the Spirit” to refer to spiritual birth. (5) Jesus used 
the phrase “born of water” to refer to John the Bap- 
tist’s baptism. (6) Jesus used the Old Testament imag- 
ery of “water” and “wind” to refer to the work of God 
from above (Is. 44:3-5). 

3:8 The wind. Jesus used the wind as an illustration 
of the work of the Holy Spirit. The Greek word trans- 
lated Spirit also means “wind.” As the wind seemingly 
blows where it wills, so the Holy Spirit sovereignly 
works. Likewise, no one knows the origin or destina- 
tion of the wind, but everyone knows it is there. The 
same is true of the Holy Spirit. 

3:12 heavenly things. This refers to events like 


Christ's ascension (6:61—62) and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit (16:7). 

3:14 as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness. Those who looked at it lived (Num. 21:9). So it is 
with the Son of Man (1:51). lifted up. Every time these 
words occur in the Gospel of John, there is a reference 
to Jesus’ death (8:28; 12:32,34). 

3:16 Belief—Belief involves understanding, know- 
ing, living, and being committed to a relationship 
with God. How one does all that is so different from 
not doing it, it is like being born again to a new life. 
Nicodemus had a little knowledge. What Nicodemus 
failed to understand was the nature of spiritual real- 
ity. He was earthbound and didn’t understand that 
Jesus and belief are God things. He could not get 
from where he was to where Jesus was on the road of 
his understanding. He needed to accept a new road, 
namely the one Jesus was walking, toward Him. Jesus 
draws us to that light, His light. We have to respond 
to it as Nicodemus did over time (7:50; 19:39). Belief 
involves internalizing these truths with our whole 
hearts and minds, being born again, letting all of our- 
selves be exposed to, and by, that light. 

3:20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light. 
People offer many excuses for not accepting Christ. 
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John the Baptist Exalts Christ 

22 After these things Jesus and His disci- 
ples came into the land of Judea, and there 
He remained with them wand baptized. 
23Now John also was baptizing in Aenon 
near *Salim, because there was much wa- 
ter there. yAnd they came and were bap- 
tized. 24For zJohn had not yet been thrown 
into prison. 

25Then there arose a dispute between 
some of John’s disciples and the Jews 
about purification. 26And they came to 
John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was 
with you beyond the Jordan, «to whom you 
have testified—behold, He is baptizing, 
and all are coming to Him!” 

27John answered and said, “‘A man can 
receive nothing unless it has been giv- 
en to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves 
bear me witness, that I said, 4‘I am not 
the Christ,’ but, “I have been sent before 
Him.’ 25fHe who has the bride is the bride- 
groom; but the friend of the bridegroom, 
who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly 
because of the bridegroom’s voice. There- 
fore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30*>He must 
increase, but I must decrease. 3!1He who 
comes from above /is above all; he who is 
of the earth is earthly and speaks of the 
earth. 'He who comes from heaven is above 
all. 32And ™what He has seen and heard, 
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that He testifies; and no one receives His 
testimony. 33He who has received His testi- 
mony “has certified that God is true. 34°For 
He whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for God does not give the Spirit >by 
measure. 357The Father loves the Son, and 
has given all things into His hand. 36r"He 
who believes in the Son has everlasting 
life; and he who does not believe the Son 
shall not see life, but the swrath of God 
abides on him.” 


A Samaritan Woman Meets Her 
Messiah 

Therefore, when the Lord knew that the 

Pharisees had heard that Jesus made 
and “baptized more disciples than John 
2(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, 
but His disciples), 3He left Judea and de- 
parted again to Galilee. 4But He needed to 
go through Samaria. 

5So He came to a city of Samaria which 
is called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob ¢gave to his son Joseph. S6Now 
Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, be- 
ing wearied from His journey, sat thus by 
the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

7A woman of Samaria came to draw 
water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 
8For His disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food. 


Some cite the presence of hypocrites in the church. 
Others claim inability to believe some of the truths 
about Christ or the gospel. These are merely attempts 
to conceal a heart in rebellion against God. The ulti- 
mate reason people do not come to Christ is that they 
do not want to. 

3:26 they came to John. John the Baptist’s disciples 
were loyal to him. They were deeply concerned that 
one of his “disciples,” Jesus, was competing with and 
surpassing him. In their astonishment, they exag- 
gerated the predicament, saying, “all are coming to 
Him.” They were concerned that John was losing his 
audience to another preacher. 

3:27 John answered. John the Baptist clarified the 
relationship between himself and Jesus. First, he 
talked about himself (vv. 27-29); then he talked 
about Jesus (vv. 30-36). John explained that he could 
not accept the position of supremacy that his disci- 
ples wanted to thrust upon him because he had not 
received it from heaven. 

3:29 friend of the bridegroom. John compared him- 
self to this person who was generally appointed to 
arrange the preliminaries of the wedding, to manage 
the wedding, and to preside at the wedding feast. 
3:31 He who comes from above. This is a reference 
to Christ. he who is of the earth. This refers to John 
the Baptist. John emphasized his earthly origin and 
its limitations. John proclaimed divine truth on earth; 
Jesus, on the other hand, is from heaven and above 
all. 

3:33 has certified. |n a society where many could not 
read, seals were used to convey a clear message, even 
to the illiterate. A seal indicated ownership to all and 
expressed a person's personal guarantee. To receive 
Jesus’ testimony is to certify that God is true regard- 
ing what He has sealed. 


3:34 God does not give the Spirit by measure. 
Unlike human teachers, Jesus was not given the Spirit 
in a limited way (Is. 11:1-2). All three Persons of the 
Trinity are referred to in this verse; God the Father 
sent Christ the Son, and gave Him the Holy Spirit 
without measure. 

4:1 Therefore, when. This refers the reader back to 
3:22-36. Christ's success in winning disciples had cre- 
ated jealousy among John’s followers and provoked 
questions among the Pharisees. Since Jesus did not 
want to be drawn into a controversy over baptism at 
this stage of His ministry, He left Judea for Galilee (v. 3). 
4:4 He needed to go through Samaria. The shortest 
route from Judea in the south to Galilee in the north 
went through Samaria. The journey took three days if 
He wanted to travel the direct route. The Jews often 
avoided Samaria by going around it along the Jordan 
River. The hatred between the Jews and Samaritans 
went back to the days of the exile. Samaria was the 
region between Judea and Galilee. When the north- 
ern kingdom was exiled to Assyria, King Sargon 
repopulated the area with captives from other lands. 
The intermarriage of these foreigners and the Jews 
who had been left complicated the ancestry of the 
Samaritans. The Jews hated the Samaritans and con- 
sidered them to be no longer “pure” Jews. 
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9Then the woman of Samaria said to 
Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a 
drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For 
dJews have no dealings with °Samaritans. 

10Jesus answered and said to her, “If you 
knew the fgift of God, and who it is who 
says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would 
have asked Him, and He would have given 
you “living water.” 

UThe woman said to Him, “Sir, You have 
nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. 
Where then do You get that living water? 
122Are You greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank from it 
himself, as well as his sons and his live- 
stock?” 

13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Who- 
ever drinks of this water will thirst again, 
Mbut "whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him will never thirst. But the 
water that I shall give him ‘will become in 
him a fountain of water springing up into 
everlasting life.” 

15iThe woman said to Him, “Sir, give me 
this water, that I may not thirst, nor come 
here to draw.” 

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your hus- 
band, and come here.” 

17The woman answered and said, “I 
have no husband.” 

Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I 
have no husband,’ !8for you have had five 
husbands, and the one whom you now have 
is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” 

19The woman said to Him, “Sir, *I per- 
ceive that You are a prophet. 2%Our fathers 
worshiped on 'this mountain, and you Jews 
say that in "Jerusalem is the place where 
one ought to worship.” 

21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, 
the hour is coming "when you will neither 
on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the Father. 22You worship °what you 
do not know; we know what we worship, 
for Psalvation is of the Jews. 23But the hour 


is coming, and now is, when the true wor- 
shipers will %worship the Father in spirit 
sand truth; for the Father is seeking such 
to worship Him. 24tGod is Spirit, and those 
who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” 

25The woman said to Him, “I know 
that Messiah “is coming” (who is called 
Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us 
all things.” 

26 Jesus said to her, ““I who speak to you 
am He.” 


The Whitened Harvest 

27And at this point His disciples came, 
and they marveled that He talked with a 
woman; yet no one said, “What do You 
seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” 

28The woman then left her waterpot, 
went her way into the city, and said to the 
men, 29“Come, see a Man *who told me all 
things that I ever did. Could this be the 
Christ?” 30Then they went out of the city 
and came to Him. 

31In the meantime His disciples urged 
Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 

32But He said to them, “I have food to eat 
of which you do not know.” 

33Therefore the disciples said to one an- 
other, “Has anyone brought Him anything 
to eat?” 

34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do 
the will of Him who sent Me, and to 2finish 
His work. 35Do you not say, ‘There are still 
four months and then comes ¢the harvest’? 
Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and 
look at the fields, >for they are already 
white for harvest! 36¢And he who reaps re- 
ceives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal 
life, that 2both he who sows and he who 
reaps may rejoice together. 37For in this 
the saying is true: e‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ 38] sent you to reap that for which 
you have not labored; fothers have labored, 
and you have entered into their labors.” 


4:14 a fountain of water springing up into ever- 
lasting life. Jesus desired a drink of water. He then 
directed the focus of discussion from physical water 
to spiritual water, pointing out the tremendous 
advantages of the second kind, which is obtained 
without cost or effort. This water satisfies completely 
and eternally. 

4:16 Go, call your husband. Jesus mentioned the 
woman's husband in order to expose her sin (v. 18). 
4:20 you Jews say that in Jerusalem. The Jews 
insisted that the exclusive place of worship was Jeru- 
salem. But the Samaritans had set up a rival worship 
site on Mount Gerizim, which according to their tradi- 
tion was where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac and 
where later on he met Melchizedek. 

4:24 God is Spirit .. . must worship in spirit and 
truth. God is not limited by time and space. When 
people are born of the Spirit, they can commune with 
God anywhere. Spirit is the opposite of what is mate- 
rial and earthly, for example, Mount Gerizim. Christ 
makes worship a matter of the heart. Truth is what is 
in harmony with the nature and will of God. The issue 
is not where a person worships, but how and whom. 


4:29 all things that | ever did. |n her excitement, the 
woman exaggerated. She did not report what Jesus 
actually told her, but what He could have told her. 
Note the woman’s spiritual journey. She first viewed 
Christ as a Jew (v. 9), then as a prophet (v. 19), and 
finally as the Messiah. 

4:36 receives wages. The reaper of a spiritual har- 
vest receives wages—that is, fruit which brings joy. 
In this case, Jesus sowed by giving the message to the 
woman. The disciples were going to reap the harvest 
that He had sown. 
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The Savior of the World 

39And many of the Samaritans of that 
city believed in Him “because of the word 
of the woman who testified, “He told me all 
that I ever did.” 49So when the Samaritans 
had come to Him, they urged Him to stay 
with them; and He stayed there two days. 
41And many more believed because of His 
own hword. 

42Then they said to the woman, “Now 
we believe, not because of what you said, 
for ‘we ourselves have heard Him and we 
know that this is indeed the Christ,* the 
Savior of the world.” 


Welcome at Galilee 

43Now after the two days He departed 
from there and went to Galilee. 44For ‘Jesus 
Himself testified that a prophet has no hon- 
or in his own country. 4°So when He came to 
Galilee, the Galileans received Him, ?hav- 
ing seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at 
the feast; 'for they also had gone to the feast. 


A Nobleman’s Son Healed 

46So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee 
mwhere He had made the water wine. And 
there was a certain nobleman whose son 
was sick at Capernaum. 47When he heard 
that Jesus had come out of Judea into Gal- 
ilee, he went to Him and implored Him to 
come down and heal his son, for he was 
at the point of death. 48Then Jesus said to 
him, "“Unless you people see signs and 
wonders, you will by no means believe.” 

49The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come 
down before my child dies!” 

50Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your 
son lives.” So the man believed the word 
that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his 
way. 5lAnd as he was now going down, 
his servants met him and told him, saying, 
“Your son lives!” 

52Then he inquired of them the hour 
when he got better. And they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him.” 53So the father knew that it was 
at the same hour in which Jesus said to 
him, “Your son lives.” And he himself be- 
lieved, and his whole household. 
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54This again is the second sign Jesus 
did when He had come out of Judea into 
Galilee. 


A Man Healed at the Pool 


of Bethesda 

After “this there was a feast of the Jews, 

and Jesus >went up to Jerusalem. 2Now 
there is in Jerusalem ‘by the Sheep Gate a 
pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda,* 
having five porches. 3In these lay a great 
multitude of sick people, blind, lame, para- 
lyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. 
4For an angel went down at a certain time 
into the pool and stirred up the water; then 
whoever stepped in first, after the stirring 
of the water, was made well of whatever 
disease he had.* 5Now a certain man was 
there who had an infirmity thirty-eight 
years. §When Jesus saw him lying there, 
and knew that he already had been in that 
condition a long time, He said to him, “Do 
you want to be made well?” 

7The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I 
have no man to put me into the pool when 
the water is stirred up; but while Iam com- 
ing, another steps down before me.” 

8Jesus said to him, ¢“Rise, take up your 
bed and walk.” 9And immediately the man 
was made well, took up his bed, and walked. 

And ¢that day was the Sabbath. !9The 
Jews therefore said to him who was cured, 
“Tt is the Sabbath; fit is not lawful for you to 
carry your bed.” 

He answered them, “He who made 
me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and 
walk.’” 

12Then they asked him, “Who is the Man 
who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and 
walk’?” But the one who was £healed did 
not know who it was, for Jesus had with- 
drawn, a multitude being in that place. 
4A fterward Jesus found him in the temple, 
and said to him, “See, you have been made 
well. “Sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
upon you.” 


* 4:42 NU-Text omits the Christ. *5:2 NU-Text 
reads Bethzatha. *5:4 NU-Text omits waiting 
for the moving of the water at the end of verse 3, 
and all of verse 4. 


4:42 Savior of the world. This title is used only here 
and in 1 John 4:14. The Jews of Jesus’ day taught that 
to approach God, one first had to be a Jew. By includ- 
ing this incident in the Gospel, John demonstrates 
that Jesus is for all people of the world. 

4:46 a certain nobleman. This was probably some- 
one who was in the service of the king. Herod Antipas 
was technically the “tetrarch” of Galilee, but he was 
referred to as aking. 

5:2 the Sheep Gate. This was a gate in the wall of 
Jerusalem near the temple, through which sheep 
were brought for sacrifice. 

5:9 took up his bed, and walked. Carrying a bed on 
the Sabbath was considered a violation of the law of 
Moses (v. 10). 

5:10 it is not lawful. The law of Moses taught that 
the Sabbath must be different from other days. On it, 


neither people nor animals could work. The prophet 
Jeremiah had prohibited carrying burdens or work- 
ing on the Sabbath (Jer. 17:21-22). Over the years, the 
Jewish leaders had amassed thousands of rules and 
regulations concerning the Sabbath. By Jesus’ day, 
they had 39 different classifications of work. Accord- 
ing to them, carrying furniture and even providing 
medical treatment on the Sabbath were forbidden. 
Jesus did not break the law. He violated the traditions 
of the Pharisees which had grown up around the law. 
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The man departed and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well. 


Honor the Father and the Son 

16For this reason the Jews ‘persecuted 
Jesus, and sought to kill Him,* because 
He had done these things on the Sabbath. 
l7But Jesus answered them, ‘“My Father 
has been working until now, and I have 
been working.” 

Therefore the Jews ®sought all the 
more to kill Him, because He not only broke 
the Sabbath, but also said that God was His 
Father, ‘making Himself equal with God. 
19Then Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, ™the Son can 
do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the 
Father do; for whatever He does, the Son 
also does in like manner. 2For "the Father 
loves the Son, and °shows Him all things 
that He Himself does; and He will show 
Him greater works than these, that you 
may marvel. 2!For as the Father raises the 
dead and gives life to them, peven so the 
Son gives life to whom He will. 22For the 
Father judges no one, but “has committed 
all judgment to the Son, 23that all should 
honor the Son just as they honor the Father. 
tHe who does not honor the Son does not 
honor the Father who sent Him. 


Life and Judgment Are Through 


the Son 

24“Most assuredly, I say to you, she who 
hears My word and believes in Him who 
sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not 


come into judgment, ‘but has passed from 
death into life. 25Most assuredly, I say to 
you, the hour is coming, and now is, when 
uthe dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God; and those who hear will live. 26For vas 
the Father has life in Himself, so He has 
granted the Son to have “life in Himself, 
27and xhas given Him authority to execute 
judgment also, Ybecause He is the Son of 
Man. 28Do not marvel at this; for the hour 
is coming in which all who are in the 
graves will zhear His voice 29¢and come 
forth—>those who have done good, to the 
resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condem- 
nation. 39-] can of Myself do nothing. As 
I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righ- 
teous, because 4I do not seek My own will 
but the will of the Father who sent Me. 


The Fourfold Witness 


3le“Tf | bear witness of Myself, My wit- 
ness is not true. 32/There is another who 
bears witness of Me, and I know that the 
witness which He witnesses of Me is true. 
33-You have sent to John, gand he has borne 
witness to the truth. 34Yet I do not receive 
testimony from man, but I say these things 
that you may be saved. 35He was the burn- 
ing and "shining lamp, and ‘you were will- 
ing for a time to rejoice in his light. 3@But 
i] have a greater witness than John’s; for 
kthe works which the Father has given Me 
to finish—the very ‘works that I do—bear 
witness of Me, that the Father has sent 


*5:16 NU-Text omits and sought to kill Him. 


5:16 the Jews persecuted Jesus. This is the first 
recorded declaration of open hostility toward Jesus 
in the Gospel of John. 

5:17 My Father. Jesus is “the only begotten Son” 
(1:14,18; 3:16,18)—that is, the unique Son of God. 
Here He claims not only a unique relationship with 
God the Father, but also equality with God in nature. 
Since God continually does good works without 
allowing Himself to stop on the Sabbath, the Son 
does likewise, since He is equal with God. Certainly 
the Jewish leaders understood the implications of 
Jesus’ claims (v. 18). 

5:19 the Son can do nothing of Himself. Action by 
the Son apart from the Father is impossible because 
of the unity of the Father and the Son (v. 17). what- 
ever He does, the Son also does in like manner. 
Here is a claim of deity and unity with the Father. 
5:22 all judgment to the Son. The Jews recognized 
that God alone had the right to judge humanity. In 
claiming that the Father committed all judgment to 
Him, Jesus again claimed equality with God. 

5:24 Never-Ending Life—One of the primary fea- 
tures of the new life that we have in Christ is that 
it is an eternal or everlasting life. This truth com- 
pletely changes how we look at our present lives 
and at the future. It needs to be seen as something 
we possess even now (10:28). We have entered into 
a new, personal relationship with God that gives us 
a spiritual vitality and fullness of life that we lacked 
before (17:3). It will be completely fulfilled in the 
future when we are bodily redeemed (Rom. 8:23). 


The greatness of this spiritual reality constitutes a 
wonderful incentive to vigorously proclaim the gos- 
pel to those who are still dead in trespasses and sins 
(Eph. 2:1). 

5:26 For. This indicates that this verse explains the 
previous verse. Christ can give life because He Him- 
self possesses life. He not only has a part in giving 
it, He is the source of it. This is another testimony to 
Jesus’ deity because only God has life in Himself. 
5:29 resurrection of life... resurrection of con- 
demnation. Two separate resurrections are pre- 
sented here in the fashion of the Old Testament 
prophets, who often grouped together events of the 
future without distinction of the time (Is. 61:2). Jesus 
was teaching the universality of resurrection, not the 
timing of it. 

5:31-32 My witness is not true. |f Christ were the 
only one bearing witness of what He was claiming, 
His witness would not be accepted. According to 
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Me. 37And the Father Himself, who sent 
Me, “has testified of Me. You have nei- 
ther heard His voice at any time, "nor seen 
His form. 38But you do not have His word 
abiding in you, because whom He sent, 
Him you do not believe. 39° You search the 
Scriptures, for in them you think you have 
eternal life; and "these are they which testi- 
fy of Me. 490But you are not willing to come 
to Me that you may have life. 

41r“T do not receive honor from men. 
42But I know you, that you do not have the 
love of God in you. 48] have come in My Fa- 
ther’s name, and you do not receive Me; if 
another comes in his own name, him you 
will receive. 44sHow can you believe, who 
receive honor from one another, and do not 
seek tthe honor that comes from the only 
God? 4Do not think that I shall accuse you 
to the Father; “there is one who accuses 
you—Moses, in whom you trust. 46For if 
you believed Moses, you would believe Me; 
vfor he wrote about Me. 47But if you “do not 
believe his writings, how will you believe 
My words?” 


Feeding the Five Thousand 

After these things Jesus went over the 

Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of »Ti- 
berias. 2Then a great multitude followed 
Him, because they saw His signs which He 
performed on those who were ‘diseased. 
3And Jesus went up on the mountain, and 
there He sat with His disciples. 

4dNow the Passover, a feast of the Jews, 
was near. 5¢Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, 
and seeing a great multitude coming to- 
ward Him, He said to /Philip, “Where shall 
we buy bread, that these may eat?” 6But 
this He said to test him, for He Himself 
knew what He would do. 
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7Philip answered Him, 2“Two hundred 
denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for 
them, that every one of them may have a 
little.” 

8One of His disciples, "Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother, said to Him, 9“There is a 
lad here who has five barley loaves and 
two small fish, ‘but what are they among 
so many?” 

10Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit 
down.” Now there was much grass in the 
place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. !!And Jesus took the 
loaves, and when He had given thanks He 
distributed them to the disciples, and the 
disciples* to those sitting down; and like- 
wise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12S0 when they were filled, He said to His 
disciples, “Gather up the fragments that re- 
main, so that nothing is lost.” 3 Therefore 
they gathered them up, and filled twelve 
baskets with the fragments of the five bar- 
ley loaves which were left over by those 
who had eaten. #Then those men, when 
they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, 
“This is truly ithe Prophet who is to come 
into the world.” 


Jesus Walks on the Sea 

15Therefore when Jesus perceived that 
they were about to come and take Him 
by force to make Him *king, He departed 
again to the mountain by Himself alone. 

16INow when evening came, His disci- 
ples went down to the sea, !7got into the 
boat, and went over the sea toward Caper- 
naum. And it was already dark, and Jesus 
had not come to them. !8Then the sea arose 


*6:11 NU-Text omits to the disciples, and the 
disciples. 


Jewish legal practice, a person’s testimony about him- 
self was not accepted in court. So, in this case, Jesus 
offered another witness—John the Baptist (v. 33). 
5:42 the love of God. This love is not love from God 
but love for God. Love from God is evidenced in Christ 
(3:16; Rom. 5:8). Since God loves us, we should love 
Him (Deut. 6:5; 1 John 4:19). 

5:45 you trust. Christ will not have to accuse the 
people on judgment day because the one in whom 
they place their trust, Moses, will. The people will be 
condemned by the very law they professed to keep. 
5:46 for he wrote about Me. Moses wrote about 
Christ in the promises to the patriarchs, in the history 
of the deliverance from Egypt, in the symbolic institu- 
tions of the law, and in the prediction of a Prophet like 
himself (Luke 24:25-26). If the people had believed 
Moses, they would have received Jesus gladly. Over 
300 Old Testament prophecies were specifically ful- 
filled in the first coming of Christ. 

6:1 Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 
John’s use of the name Tiberias is an indication that 
his Gospel was written for those outside of Palestine. 
The Jewish people called this body of water the Lake 
of Gennesaret. The Romans called it Tiberias, after 
the city built on its western shore by Herod Antipas 
and named for the Emperor Tiberius. 


6:7 Two hundred denarii. One denarius was a day's 
wage fora laborer or field hand (Matt. 20:2). Two hun- 
dred denarii would have been almost two-thirds of a 
year’s wages. 

6:9 barley loaves. These were an inexpensive food of 
the common people and the poor. 

6:10-11 in number about five thousand . . . He 
distributed . .. those sitting down. This is the only 
miracle of Jesus that is recounted in all four Gospels. 
6:15 to make Him king. Moses had not only miracu- 
lously provided food for the Israelites, he had also led 
them out of bondage in Egypt. Perhaps these men 
felt that Jesus could lead them out of bondage to the 
Romans. Christ was at the zenith of His popularity, 
and the temptation to take the kingdom without the 
cross must have been great (Matt. 4:8-10). 
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because a great wind was blowing. !9So 
when they had rowed about three or four 
miles,* they saw Jesus walking on the sea 
and drawing near the boat; and they were 
mafraid. 29But He said to them, "“It is I; do 
not be afraid.” 2!Then they willingly re- 
ceived Him into the boat, and immediately 
the boat was at the land where they were 
going. 


The Bread from Heaven 

22On the following day, when the people 
who were standing on the other side of the 
sea saw that there was no other boat there, 
except that one which His disciples had en- 
tered,* and that Jesus had not entered the 
boat with His disciples, but His disciples 
had gone away alone— 23however, other 
boats came from Tiberias, near the place 
where they ate bread after the Lord had 
given thanks— 24when the people there- 
fore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His 
disciples, they also got into boats and came 
to Capernaum, °seeking Jesus. 25And when 
they found Him on the other side of the sea, 
they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did You 
come here?” 

26Jesus answered them and said, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not 
because you saw the signs, but because 
you ate of the loaves and were filled. 277>Do 
not labor for the food which perishes, but 
afor the food which endures to everlasting 
life, which the Son of Man will give you, 
"because God the Father has set His seal 
on Him.” 

28Then they said to Him, “What shall we 
do, that we may work the works of God?” 

29Jesus answered and said to them, 
s“This is the work of God, that you believe 
in Him whom He sent.” 

30Therefore they said to Him, “What 
sign will You perform then, that we may 
see it and believe You? What work will You 
do? 3luOur fathers ate the manna in the des- 
ert; as it is written, v‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.’”* 


32Then Jesus said to them, “Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, Moses did not give 
you the bread from heaven, but ~My Father 
gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For 
the bread of God is He who comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

34xThen they said to Him, “Lord, give us 
this bread always.” 

35And Jesus said to them, »“I am the 
bread of life. 2He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger, and he who believes in Me 
shall never thirst. 36But I said to you that 
you have seen Me and yet do not believe. 
37d Al] that the Father gives Me will come to 
Me, and ¢the one who comes to Me I will by 
no means cast out. 38For I have come down 
from heaven, fnot to do My own will, sbut 
the will of Him who sent Me. 39This is the 
will of the Father who sent Me, "that of all 
He has given Me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up at the last day. 49And this 
is the will of Him who sent Me, ‘that every- 
one who sees the Son and believes in Him 
may have everlasting life; and I will raise 
him up at the last day.” 


Rejected by His Own 

41The Jews then complained about Him, 
because He said, “I am the bread which 
came down from heaven.” 42And they said, 
i“Ts not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know? How is it then 
that He says, ‘I have come down from heav- 
en’?” 

43 Jesus therefore answered and said to 
them, “Do not murmur among yourselves. 
44kNo one can come to Me unless the Father 
who sent Me !draws him; and I will raise 
him up at the last day. “It is written in the 
prophets, ™‘And they shall all be taught by 
God.” "Therefore everyone who has heard 
and learned* from the Father comes to Me. 


*6:19 Literally twenty-five or thirty stadia 

* 6:22 NU-Text omits that and which His disciples 
hadentered. *6:31 Exodus 16:4; Nehemiah 9:15; 
Psalm 78:24 *6:45 Isaiah 54:13 ¢ M-Text reads 
hears and has learned. 


6:19-21 they saw Jesus walking on the sea. This 
miracle, the fifth sign recorded by John, pointed to 
Jesus’ deity. Only God could walk on water, calm the 
sea, and supernaturally transport the disciples to 
their destination. 

6:27 Do not labor. The impression that one must 
work for eternal life is quickly corrected when Jesus 
adds “which the Son of Man will give you.” The Son 
provides life as a gift (4:10). 

6:31 He gave them bread from heaven. There was 
a tradition that said the Messiah would cause manna 
to fall from heaven as Moses did (Ex. 16:4,15). The 
people probably also saw this “miracle worker” as 
the perpetual provider of physical needs rather than 
spiritual ones. 

6:32 My Father. The crowd misrepresented the truth, 
so Jesus corrected them. The manna had not come 
from Moses; it had been provided by God. Moreover, 
God still gives “true bread” —that is, eternal life (v. 33). 


6:39-40 the will of the Father. This is twofold: (1) 
that all who come to the Son will be received and not 
lost; (2) that all who see and believe on the Son will 
have eternal life. 

6:42 the son of Joseph. The religious leaders’ proof 
that Jesus was not from heaven was that they knew 
His parents. To them, there was nothing supernatural 
about Jesus’ origin. 
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46oNot that anyone has seen the Father, 
pexcept He who is from God; He has seen 
the Father. 47Most assuredly, I say to you, 
adhe who believes in Me* has everlasting 
life. 48°] am the bread of life. 49sYour fa- 
thers ate the manna in the wilderness, and 
are dead. 59This is the bread which comes 
down from heaven, that one may eat of it 
and not die. 5!I am the living bread “which 
came down from heaven. If anyone eats 
of this bread, he will live forever; and vthe 
bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I 
shall give for the life of the world.” 

52The Jews therefore “quarreled among 
themselves, saying, “How can this Man 
give us His flesh to eat?” 

53Then Jesus said to them, “Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, unless xyou eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, you have no life in you. 54’ Whoev- 
er eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the 
last day. 55For My flesh is food indeed,* and 
My blood is drink indeed. 56He who eats My 
flesh and drinks My blood Zabides in Me, 
and I in him. 57As the living Father sent 
Me, and I live because of the Father, so he 
who feeds on Me will live because of Me. 
58aThis is the bread which came down from 
heaven—not bas your fathers ate the man- 
na, and are dead. He who eats this bread 
will live forever.” 

59These things He said in the synagogue 
as He taught in Capernaum. 


Many Disciples Turn Away 

60cTherefore many of His disciples, when 
they heard this, said, “This is a hard say- 
ing; who can understand it?” 

61When Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples complained about this, He said to 
them, “Does this offend you? 6&2¢What then 
if you should see the Son of Man ascend 
where He was before? ®<It is the Spirit who 
gives life; the fflesh profits nothing. The 
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swords that I speak to you are spirit, and 
they are life. &4But "there are some of you 
who do not believe.” For ‘Jesus knew from 
the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who would betray Him. And 
He said, “Therefore ‘J have said to you that 
no one can come to Me unless it has been 
granted to him by My Father.” 

66kFrom that time many of His disciples 
went back and walked with Him no more. 
67Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you 
also want to go away?” 

68But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? You have ‘the words 
of eternal life. 69™Also we have come to be- 
lieve and know that You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”* 

7Jesus answered them, “Did I not 
choose you, the twelve, °and one of you is 
a devil?” 71He spoke of pJudas Iscariot, the 
son of Simon, for it was he who would 4be- 
tray Him, being one of the twelve. 


Jesus’ Brothers Disbelieve 

After these things Jesus walked in Gal- 

ilee; for He did not want to walk in Ju- 
dea, “because the Jews* sought to kill Him. 
2bNow the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was 
at hand. 3cHis brothers therefore said to 
Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, 
that Your disciples also may see the works 
that You are doing. 4For no one does any- 
thing in secret while he himself seeks to 
be known openly. If You do these things, 
show Yourself to the world.” 5For ¢even His 
ebrothers did not believe in Him. 

6Then Jesus said to them, /“My time 
has not yet come, but your time is always 
ready. 78The world cannot hate you, but 
it hates Me "because I testify of it that its 


*6:47 NU-Text omits in Me. 
reads true food and true drink. 
reads You are the Holy One of God. 
the ruling authorities 


*6:55 NU-Text 
*6:69 NU-Text 
*7:1 That is, 


6:47 everlasting life. The believer, possessing both 
peace and purpose, can rejoice even in the midst of 
fiery trials, knowing that God Himself will arrange 
the outcome for His glory and the believer's good 
(Rom. 8:28). 

6:48-49 | am the bread of life. Those who believe in 
Him have life (v. 47). The manna in the wilderness did 
not ultimately sustain life. Those who ate it eventually 
died because it could not provide eternal life. 
6:53-58 eats My flesh and drinks My blood. Jesus 
had made it abundantly clear in this context that eter- 
nal life is gained by believing (vv. 29,35,40,47). These 
verses teach that the benefits of Jesus’ death must be 
appropriated, by faith, by each individual. 

6:60 This is a hard saying. |t was hard for the Jewish 
learners to accept the idea of eating flesh and drink- 
ing blood. Jews were forbidden to even taste blood. 
6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life. Jesus was trying 
to get the religious leaders to see beyond the physical 
aspects of His teaching to the real issue—namely, that 
if they believed on Him they would have eternal life. 
7:2 Feast of Tabernacles. This was one of the three 


great Jewish religious festivals (Passover and Pen- 
tecost were the other two). It was called the Feast 
of Tabernacles (Booths) because for seven days the 
people lived in makeshift shelters or lean-tos made 
of branches and leaves. The feast commemorated 
the days when the Israelites wandered in the wilder- 
ness and lived in tents (Lev. 23:40—43). 

7:3-4 His brothers. Jesus’ brothers argued, “If You 
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works are evil. 8You go up to this feast. I 
am not yet* going up to this feast, ‘for My 
time has not yet fully come.” 9When He had 
said these things to them, He remained in 
Galilee. 


The Heavenly Scholar 

10But when His brothers had gone up, 
then He also went up to the feast, not open- 
ly, but as it were in secret. 1!Then ithe Jews 
sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where 
is He?” 12And *there was much complain- 
ing among the people concerning Him. 
'Some said, “He is good”; others said, “No, 
on the contrary, He deceives the people.” 
13However, no one spoke openly of Him 
mfor fear of the Jews. 

M4Now about the middle of the feast 
Jesus went up into the temple and "taught. 
l5oAnd the Jews marveled, saying, “How 
does this Man know letters, having never 
studied?” 

16Jesus* answered them and said, °“My 
doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me. 
Walf anyone wills to do His will, he shall 
know concerning the doctrine, whether it 
is from God or whether I speak on My own 
authority. 18"He who speaks from himself 
seeks his own glory; but He who sseeks the 
glory of the One who sent Him is true, and 
tno unrighteousness is in Him. 19“Did not 
Moses give you the law, yet none of you 
keeps the law? vWhy do you seek to kill 
Me?” 

20The people answered and said, w“You 
have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?” 

21Jesus answered and said to them, “I 
did one work, and you all marvel. 22xMoses 
therefore gave you circumcision (not that it 
is from Moses, Ybut from the fathers), and 
you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23If 
a man receives circumcision on the Sab- 
bath, so that the law of Moses should not 
be broken, are you angry with Me because 
zI made a man completely well on the Sab- 
bath? 244Do not judge according to appear- 
ance, but judge with righteous judgment.” 


Could This Be the Christ? 


25Now some of them from Jerusalem 
said, “Is this not He whom they seek to 
bkill? 26But look! He speaks boldly, and 
they say nothing to Him. ¢Do the rulers 
know indeed that this is truly* the Christ? 
27dHowever, we know where this Man is 
from; but when the Christ comes, no one 
knows where He is from.” 

28Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in 
the temple, saying, e“You both know Me, 
and you know where I am from; and ‘I have 
not come of Myself, but He who sent Me £is 
true, "whom you do not know. 29But* ‘I know 
Him, for Iam from Him, and He sent Me.” 

30Therefore ‘they sought to take Him; 
but kno one laid a hand on Him, because 
His hour had not yet come. 31And ‘many 
of the people believed in Him, and said, 
“When the Christ comes, will He do more 
signs than these which this Man has done?” 


Jesus and the Religious Leaders 

32The Pharisees heard the crowd mur- 
muring these things concerning Him, and 
the Pharisees and the chief priests sent 
officers to take Him. 33Then Jesus said to 
them,* ™“I shall be with you a little while 
longer, and then Igo to Him who sent Me. 
34You will seek Me and not find Me, and 
where I am you ?cannot come.” 

35Then the Jews said among themselves, 
“Where does He intend to go that we shall 
not find Him? Does He intend to go to «the 
Dispersion among the Greeks and teach 
the Greeks? 36What is this thing that He 
said, ‘You will seek Me and not find Me, 
and where I am you cannot come’?” 


The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

37rOn the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, 
s“Tf anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and 


*7:8 NU-Text omits yet. *7:16 NU-Text and 
M-Text read So Jesus. *7:26 NU-Text omits truly. 
* 7:29 NU-Text and M-Text omit But. *7:33 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit to them. 


are really working miracles and thus claiming to be 
the Messiah, do not hide in obscure Galilee. If You are 
doing miracles at all, then do them in Jerusalem at 
the Feast to convince the whole nation.” These words 
were sarcastic, as verse 5 explains. 

7:14 the middle of the feast. This would have been 
the fourth day of the seven-day feast. During the first 
half of the festival, Jesus remained in seclusion (v. 10). 
During the second half, He began to teach publicly. 
This is the first mention in the Gospel of John of Jesus 
teaching in the temple. 

7:15 having never studied. Jesus never attended 
a rabbinical school. Similar bewilderment was later 
expressed regarding Jesus’ disciples (Acts 4:13). 
7:28-29 You both know Me, and you know where! 
am from. Jesus reminded the leaders that they knew 
His origin. Their problem was that they did not know 
God, who sent Jesus. He explained to them that He 
knew God, was from God, and was sent by God. 


7:32 to take Him. The Jewish leaders decided earlier 
that they wanted to kill Christ (5:16), but this is the 
first real attempt on His life. 

7:37-39 that great day of the feast. On each day 
of the feast, the people came with palm branches 
and marched around the great altar. A priest took 
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drink. 38‘He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, “out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.” 39vBut this He 
spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those 
believing* in Him would receive; for the 
Holy* Spirit was not yet given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified. 


Who Is He? 

40Therefore many* from the crowd, 
when they heard this saying, said, “Truly 
this is *the Prophet.” “1Others said, “This 
is Ythe Christ.” 

But some said, “Will the Christ come 
out of Galilee? 42zHas not the Scripture 
said that the Christ comes from the seed 
of David and from the town of Bethlehem, 
awhere David was?” 43So >there was a di- 
vision among the people because of Him. 
44Now csome of them wanted to take Him, 
but no one laid hands on Him. 


Rejected by the Authorities 

45Then the officers came to the chief 
priests and Pharisees, who said to them, 
“Why have you not brought Him?” 

46The officers answered, ¢“No man ever 
spoke like this Man!” 

47Then the Pharisees answered them, 
“Are you also deceived? 48Have any of the 
rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him? 
49But this crowd that does not know the 
law is accursed.” 

50Nicodemus e(he who came to Jesus by 
night,* being one of them) said to them, 
51f“Does our law judge a man before it 
hears him and knows what he is doing?” 

52They answered and said to him, “Are 
you also from Galilee? Search and look, for 
eno prophet has arisen* out of Galilee.” 
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An Adulteress Faces the Light 
of the World 


53And everyone went to his own house.* 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2Now early* in the morning He came 
again into the temple, and all the people 
came to Him; and He sat down and ¢taught 
them. Then the scribes and Pharisees 
brought to Him a woman caught in adul- 
tery. And when they had set her in the 
midst, 4they said to Him, “Teacher, this 
woman was caught* in »adultery, in the 
very act. 5“Now Moses, in the law, com- 
manded* us that such should be stoned.* 
But what do You say?”* 6This they said, 
testing Him, that they ¢might have some- 
thing of which to accuse Him. But Jesus 
stooped down and wrote on the ground 
with His finger, as though He did not hear.* 
7So when they continued asking Him, 
He raised Himself up* and said to them, 
e“He who is without sin among you, let 
him throw a stone at her first.” 8And again 
He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
9Then those who heard it, being convicted 
by their conscience,* went out one by one, 


* 7:39 NU-Text reads who believed. « NU- 

Text omits Holy. *7:40 NU-Text reads some. 

* 7:50 NU-Text reads before. *7:52 NU-Text 
reads is to rise. *7:53 The words And everyone 
through sin no more (8:11) are bracketed by 
NU-Text as not original. They are present in 
over 900 manuscripts. *8:2 M-Text reads 
veryearly. *8:4 M-Text reads we found this 
woman. *8:5 M-Text reads in our law Moses 
commanded. ¢« NU-Text and M-Text read to 
stone such. ¢ M-Text adds about her. *8:6 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit as though He did not hear. 
*8:7 M-Text reads He looked up. *8:9 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit being convicted by their con- 
science. 


a golden pitcher filled with water from the pool of 
Siloam, carried it to the temple, and poured it on the 
altar as an offering to God. This dramatic ceremony 
was a memorial of the water that flowed from the 
rock when the Israelites traveled through the wilder- 
ness. On the last day of the feast, the people marched 
seven times around the altar in memory of the seven 
circuits around the walls of Jericho. 

7:38 as the Scripture has said. The reference is not 
to a single passage, but to the general emphasis of 
such passages as Deuteronomy 18:15, Isaiah 58:11, 
and Zechariah 14:8. In contrast to the small amount of 
water poured out each day during the feast, there will 
be a river of water coming out of those who believe in 
Christ. Not only will they be satisfied themselves, but 
they will also become a river so that others may drink 
and be satisfied (v. 39). 

7:40-42 Christ comes from the seed of David. 
These people knew that the Messiah was to come 
from Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2). However, they did not 
know that Jesus had been born there. They thought 
He was from Galilee. They knew the Scripture, but 
they did not take the time to know the Messiah (5:39). 
8:2 He sat down. Teachers in ancient Israel sat when 
they taught. Jesus assumed the position of an author- 
itative teacher. 

8:3 a woman caught in adultery. The scribes and 


Pharisees were not interested in helping the woman, 
but in using her sinful circumstances to discredit 
Jesus (v. 6). His refusal to countenance the stoning 
of the woman does not bring Him into conflict with 
the law given to Moses, nor does He condone sin. The 
issue in the encounter was the accusers’ blindness to 
their own sin. 

8:4-5 commanded us that such should be stoned. 
Stoning was specified in certain cases of adultery 
(Deut. 22:23-24), though not all. (It is not clear why the 
authorities intended to punish the woman but not the 
man.) In the Greek text, the pronoun You is emphatic. 
The religious leaders were trying to trap Jesus into say- 
ing something that was contrary to the law. 

8:6 testing him. |f Jesus had said not to stone her, He 
would have contradicted Jewish law. If He had said 
to stone her, He would have run counter to Roman 
aw, which did not permit Jews to carry out their own 


7:38 Deut. 18:15 “Is. 12:3; 43:20; 44:3;55:1 7:39 Is. 
44:3 W John 12:16; 13:31; 17:5 7:40* Deut. 18:15, 18 
7:41 John 4:42; 6:69 = 7:422Mic. 5:2 91 Sam. 16:1, 4 
7:43 ©John 7:12 7:44¢John 7:30 7:46 4Luke 4:22 
7:50 John 3:1, 2; 19:39 7:51 Deut. 1:16, 17; 19:15 
7:529[Is.9:1,2] 8:2@John 8:20; 18:20 8:4 Ex. 
20:14 8:5¢Lev.20:10 8:64Matt.22:15 8:7¢Deut. 
17:7 8:9fRom. 2:22 


1180 @ John8:10 
beginning with the oldest even to the last. 
And Jesus was left alone, and the woman 
standing in the midst. 1!9©When Jesus had 
raised Himself up and saw no one but the 
woman, He said to her,* “Woman, where 
are those accusers of yours?* Has no one 
condemned you?” 

11She said, “No one, Lord.” 

And Jesus said to her, ?“Neither do I con- 
demn you; go and* "sin no more.” 

122Then Jesus spoke to them again, say- 
ing, ‘“I am the light of the world. He who 
ifollows Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
have the light of life.” 


Jesus Defends His Self-Witness 

13The Pharisees therefore said to Him, 
k“You bear witness of Yourself; Your wit- 
ness is not true.” 

l4Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Even if I bear witness of Myself, My 
witness is true, for I know where I came 
from and where I am going; but 'you do 
not know where I come from and where 
I am going. 15™You judge according to 
the flesh; "I judge no one. 16And yet if I 
do judge, My judgment is true; for °I am 
not alone, but I am with the Father who 
sent Me. !7>Jt is also written in your law 
that the testimony of two men is true. 18] 
am One who bears witness of Myself, and 
athe Father who sent Me bears witness of 
Me.” 

19Then they said to Him, “Where is Your 
Father?” 

Jesus answered, "You know neither Me 
nor My Father. sIf you had known Me, you 
would have known My Father also.” 

20These words Jesus spoke in ‘the trea- 
sury, as He taught in the temple; and “no 
one laid hands on Him, for VHis hour had 
not yet come. 


Jesus Predicts His Departure 

21Then Jesus said to them again, “I am go- 
ing away, and wyou will seek Me, and «will 
die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come.” 

22So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, 
because He says, ‘Where I go you cannot 
come’?” 

23And He said to them, Y“ You are from 
beneath; I am from above. 7You are of this 
world; I am not of this world. 24¢Therefore 
I said to you that you will die in your sins; 
bfor if you do not believe that Iam He, you 
will die in your sins.” 

25Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” 

And Jesus said to them, “Just what I 
chave been saying to you from the begin- 
ning. 26] have many things to say and to 
judge concerning you, but ¢4He who sent 
Me is true; and eI speak to the world those 
things which I heard from Him.” 

27They did not understand that He spoke 
to them of the Father. 

28Then Jesus said to them, “When you 
flift up the Son of Man, sthen you will know 
that Iam He, and "that I do nothing of My- 
self; but ‘as My Father taught Me, I speak 
these things. 29And /He who sent Me is with 
Me. The Father has not left Me alone, ‘for 
I always do those things that please Him.” 
30As He spoke these words, “many be- 
lieved in Him. 


The Truth Shall Make You Free 

31Then Jesus said to those Jews who be- 
lieved Him, “If you "abide in My word, you 
are My disciples indeed. 32And you shall 
know the °truth, and ’the truth shall make 
you free.” 


* 8:10 NU-Text omits and saw no one but the 
woman; M-Text reads He saw her and said. ¢ NU- 
Text and M-Text omit of yours. *8:11 NU-Text 
and M-Text add from now on. 


executions (18:31). What Jesus wrote on the ground is 
a matter of conjecture. 

8:13 Your witness is not true. This phrase does not 
mean “false”; it means “not sufficient.” The Pharisees 
challenged Jesus on legal grounds because no man 
on trial in a Jewish court was allowed to testify on 
his own behalf. Their point was that, if Jesus were 
the only one testifying as to who He claimed to be, it 
would not be enough to prove His case. 

8:14 My witness is true. |n 5:31 Jesus argued on the 
basis of legality and offered other witnesses. Some- 
times, however, an individual is the only one who 
knows the facts about himself. Thus, self-disclosure 
is the only way to truth (7:29; 13:3). 

8:15 according to the flesh. This could mean either 
“according to appearance” or “by human standards.” 
The religious leaders formed conclusions based on 
human standards and an imperfect, external, and 
superficial examination. Jesus did not judge accord- 
ing to human standards or outward appearances. 
8:24 1am He. This was God's designation of Himself 
(Ex. 3:14). Jesus was claiming to be God. This asser- 
tion was not understood by the religious leaders at 
this time. Later, Jesus’ claim to be the “I am” (v. 58) 
prompted the Jewish leaders to seek His life (v. 59). 


8:31 God’s Word Confirms—The Bible establishes 
the truth in our own hearts in several ways. 

1. It confirms our salvation. In Jesus’ own words 
in the Gospel of John: “Most assuredly, | say to 
you, he who hears My word and believes in Him 
who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death 
into life” (5:24). Compare 3:16; 6:27,35,37,40; 
10:27-29; Romans 8:1. 

2. It confirms the hand of God in all of life’s bitter 
disappointments. Romans 8:28 provides reas- 
surance and comfort in these crucial situations: 
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33They answered Him, “We are Abra- 
ham’s descendants, and have never been in 
bondage to anyone. How can You Say, ‘You 
will be made free’?” 

34Jesus answered them, “Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, "whoever commits 
sin is a slave of sin. 35And Sa slave does not 
abide in the house forever, but a son abides 
forever. 36'Therefore if the Son makes you 
free, you shall be free indeed. 


Abraham’s Seed and Satan's 

37“T know that you are Abraham’s de- 
scendants, but “you seek to kill Me, be- 
cause My word has no place in you. 38v] 
speak what I have seen with My Father, 
and you do what you have seen with* your 
father.” 

39They answered and said to Him, 
w“Abraham is our father.” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abra- 
ham’s children, you would do the works of 
Abraham. 4°vBut now you seek to kill Me, 
a Man who has told you the truth zwhich I 
heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 
41You do the deeds of your father.” 

Then they said to Him, “We were not 
born of fornication; “we have one Father— 
God.” 

42 Jesus said to them, >“If God were your 
Father, you would love Me, for ¢I proceeded 
forth and came from God; 4nor have I come 
of Myself, but He sent Me. 43¢Why do you 
not understand My speech? Because you 
are not able to listen to My word. 44fYou 
are of your father the devil, and the #de- 
sires of your father you want to "do. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and 
idoes not stand in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he 
speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it. 45But because I tell 
the truth, you do not believe Me. 46Which 
of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the 
truth, why do you not believe Me? 47/He 
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who is of God hears God’s words; there- 
fore you do not hear, because you are not 
of God.” 


Before Abraham Was, | AM 


48Then the Jews answered and said to 
Him, “Do we not say rightly that You area 
Samaritan and *have a demon?” 

49Jesus answered, “I do not have a 
demon; but I honor My Father, and 'you 
dishonor Me. 59And ™I do not seek My 
own glory; there is One who seeks and 
judges. 51Most assuredly, I say to you, "if 
anyone keeps My word he shall never see 
death.” 

52Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we 
know that You chave a demon! pAbraham 
is dead, and the prophets; and You say, ‘If 
anyone keeps My word he shall never taste 
death.’ 53Are You greater than our father 
Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets 
are dead. 7Who do You make Yourself out 
to be?” 

54Jesus answered, "If I honor Myself, 
My honor is nothing. sIt is My Father who 
honors Me, of whom you say that He is 
your* God. 55Yet tyou have not known 
Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not 
know Him,’ I shall be a liar like you; but I 
do know Him and vkeep His word. 56 Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, 
wand he saw it and was glad.” 

57Then the Jews said to Him, “You are 
not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?” 

58Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I 
say to you, *before Abraham was, YI AM.” 

59Then 2they took up stones to throw at 
Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out 
of the temple,* “going through the midst of 
them, and so passed by. 


*8:38 NU-Text reads heard from. *8:54 NU-Text 
and M-Text read our. *8:59 NU-Text omits the 
rest of this verse. 


“And we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are 
the called according to His purpose.” 

3. It confirms our forgiveness when we sin. Repeat- 
edly, the Bible assures us that all confessed sin is 
instantly and eternally forgiven (Ps. 32:5; 103:12; 
Is. 38:17). 

8:33 have never been in bondage to anyone. The 
Pharisees’ objection is startling. In their past, the 
Israelites had been in bondage to the Egyptians, 
the Assyrians, and the Babylonians. At the time they 
spoke, Israel was under the power of Rome. 

8:39 Abraham is our father. The Pharisees believed 
that being a descendant of Abraham guaranteed 
them a place in heaven. 

8:41 We were not born of fornication. From ancient 
times, this has been interpreted as a sneer, as if to 
say, “We are not illegitimate children, but You are.” 
Apparently gossip followed Jesus, alleging that He 
had been conceived out of wedlock. 

8:53 Are You greater than our father Abraham. 
Abraham and the prophets kept God’s word and 


died. Jesus was claiming not that He would prevent 
physical death, but that He could give eternal life. 
To the Jewish leaders, this was proof that Jesus was 
demon-possessed. 

8:58-59 | AM. Jesus was not just claiming to have 
ived before Abraham; He was claiming eternal exis- 
tence. He was claiming to be God Himself (Ex. 3:14). 
This time the Jewish leaders understood that Jesus 
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A Man Born Blind Receives Sight 

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man 

who was blind from birth. 2And His 
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, <who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” 

3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned, but that the works of 
God should be revealed in him. 4¢I* must 
work the works of Him who sent Me while 
it is ¢day; the night is coming when no one 
can work. 5As long as I am in the world, ¢I 
am the light of the world.” 

6When He had said these things, He 
spat on the ground and made clay with 
the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with the clay. 7And He said 
to him, “Go, wash £in the pool of Siloam” 
(which is translated, Sent). So "he went and 
washed, and came back seeing. 

8Therefore the neighbors and those who 
previously had seen that he was blind* 
said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?” 

9Some said, “This is he.” Others said, 
“He is like him.”* 

He said, “I am he.” 

10Therefore they said to him, “How were 
your eyes opened?” 

He answered and said, ‘“A Man called 
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 
and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of* Siloam 
and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I re- 
ceived sight.” 

122Then they said to him, “Where is He?” 

He said, “I do not know.” 


The Pharisees Excommunicate 


the Healed Man 


13They brought him who formerly was 
blind to the Pharisees. !4Now it was a Sab- 
bath when Jesus made the clay and opened 
his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also asked 
him again how he had received his sight. 
He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, 
and I washed, and I see.” 

16Therefore some of the Pharisees said, 
“This Man is not from God, because He 
does not keep the Sabbath.” 


Others said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner do such signs?” And kthere was a 
division among them. 

17They said to the blind man again, 
“What do you say about Him because He 
opened your eyes?” 

He said, '“He is a prophet.” 

18But the Jews did not believe concerning 
him, that he had been blind and received 
his sight, until they called the parents of 
him who had received his sight. !8And they 
asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he 
now see?” 

20His parents answered them and 
said, “We know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind; 2!but by what 
means he now sees we do not know, or 
who opened his eyes we do not know. 
He is of age; ask him. He will speak for 
himself.” 22His parents said these things 
because ™they feared the Jews, for the 
Jews had agreed already that if any- 
one confessed that He was Christ, he 
nwould be put out of the synagogue. 
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; 
ask him.” 

24So they again called the man who was 
blind, and said to him, °“Give God the glo- 
ry! >We know that this Man is a sinner.” 

25He answered and said, “Whether He is 
a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I 
know: that though I was blind, now I see.” 

26Then they said to him again, “What 
did He do to you? How did He open your 
eyes?” 

27He answered them, “I told you already, 
and you did not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become 
His disciples?” 

28Then they reviled him and said, “You 
are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disci- 
ples. 29We know that God 4spoke to "Mo- 
ses; as for this fellow, swe do not know 
where He is from.” 


*9:4 NU-Text reads We. *9:8 NU-Text reads a 
beggar. *9:9 NU-Text reads “No, but he is like 
him.” *9:11 NU-Text omits the pool of. 


was claiming to be God, so they took up stones to 
stone Him for blasphemy (Lev. 24:16). 

9:1 a man who was blind from birth. Most likely 
he was a beggar. Beggars waited by the gates of the 
temple for gifts from worshipers. Therefore, it is likely 
that this scene took place near the temple. 

9:2 who sinned. |t was commonly supposed that 
sickness was a result of sin. It would follow that sin 
committed by a baby still in the womb or sin commit- 
ted by parents could result in a baby being born with 
a disease. Jesus rejected both suggestions (v. 3). 

9:7 pool of Siloam. Hezekiah had a tunnel cut 
through solid rock to transport water from Gihon 
into the city of Jerusalem, to the pool of Siloam 
(2 Kin. 20:20; 2 Chr. 32:30). John emphasizes that the 
name Siloam means “sent,” because Jesus had just 
announced that He had been sent by God (v. 4). 

9:22 put out of the synagogue. To take this action 


was a form of excommunication. The Jews had three 
types of excommunication: one lasting 30 days, 
during which the person could not come within 
six feet of anybody else; one for an indefinite time, 
during which the person was excluded from all fel- 
lowship and worship; and one that meant absolute 
expulsion forever. These judgments were very seri- 
ous because no one could conduct business with a 
person who was excommunicated. 
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30The man answered and said to them, 
t“Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you 
do not know where He is from; yet He 
has opened my eyes! 3!Now we know that 
uGod does not hear sinners; but if anyone 
is a worshiper of God and does His will, 
He hears him. 32Since the world began it 
has been unheard of that anyone opened 
the eyes of one who was born blind. 33vIf 
this Man were not from God, He could do 
nothing.” 

34They answered and said to him, »“You 
were completely born in sins, and are you 
teaching us?” And they cast him out. 


True Vision and True Blindness 

35Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out; and when He had xfound him, He 
said to him, “Do you Ybelieve in 2the Son 
of God?”* 

36He answered and said, “Who is He, 
Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 

37And Jesus said to him, “You have both 
seen Him and it is He who is talking with 
you.” 

38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he 
bworshiped Him. 

39And Jesus said, ¢“For judgment I have 
come into this world, “that those who do 
not see may see, and that those who see 
may be made blind.” 

40Then some of the Pharisees who were 
with Him heard these words, eand said to 
Him, “Are we blind also?” 

41 Jesus said to them, /“If you were blind, 
you would have no sin; but now you say, 
‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains. 


Jesus the True Shepherd 

1 '@] “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
does not enter the sheepfold by the 

door, but climbs up some other way, the 
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same is a thief and a robber. 2But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3To him the doorkeeper opens, and 
the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his 
own sheep by “name and leads them out. 
4And when he brings out his own sheep, 
he goes before them; and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. 5 Yet they 
will by no means follow a »stranger, but 
will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this il- 
lustration, but they did not understand the 
things which He spoke to them. 


Jesus the Good Shepherd 

7Then Jesus said to them again, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of 
the sheep. 8All who ever came before Me* 
are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did 
not hear them. 9¢I am the door. If anyone 
enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go 
in and out and find pasture. !9The thief 
does not come except to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy. I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. 

lld“] am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives His life for the sheep. !2But 
a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one 
who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and ¢leaves the sheep and flees; 
and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters 
them. !8The hireling flees because he is a 
hireling and does not care about the sheep. 
14] am the good shepherd; and ‘I know My 
sheep, and 2am known by My own. 15'As 
the Father knows Me, even so I know the 
Father; iand I lay down My life for the 


*9:35 NU-Text reads Son of Man. 
omits before Me. 


* 10:8 M-Text 


9:30-33 unheard of. There is no healing of a blind 
man recorded anywhere in the Old Testament. 

9:38 Lord, | believe. Note the progression through- 
out this chapter of the healed man’s understanding 
of the person of Christ. First, he called Jesus “a Man” 
(v. 11); then, “a prophet” (v. 17); and finally, he realized 
that Jesus is the Son of God (vv. 35-38). 

10:1 sheepfold. A sheepfold was a walled enclosure 
or high fence made with stakes and having one door 
or gate; often the enclosure was a cave. some other 
way. The Pharisees had secured their power by ille- 
gitimate means. 

10:3 the doorkeeper. The doorkeeper was the 
undershepherd. calls his own sheep by name. The 
naming of sheep was an ancient practice (Ps. 147:4; 
Is. 40:26). 

10:7 | am the door. |n verses 1-5, Jesus is the shep- 
herd; here, He is the door. Some shepherds lay down 
across the entry of the sheepfold at night to sleep. 
Wild beasts would be discouraged from entering, 
and sheep would not exit. Thus, the shepherd was 
also the door. 

10:10 may have it more abundantly. The thieves 
take life; the shepherd gives it. Abundant life includes 
salvation, nourishment, healing (v. 9), and much 
more. Life here refers to eternal life, God’s life. It 


speaks not only of endlessness, but of quality of 
life. With Christ, life on earth can reach much higher 
quality, and then in heaven it will be complete and 
perfect. 

10:11 The Ministry of Jesus—Jesus’ most impor- 
tant teachings are: the kingdom of God (Matt. 5-7; 
24-25); His divine authority over men (Matt. 7:28-29; 
Mark 2:10); His own role as God and Messiah demon- 
strated by miracles and signs; the significance of 
His death and resurrection (Matt. 16:21; Luke 24:26); 
the relationship which His disciples and subsequent 
believers are to share with Him (John 13-16); and 
the urgency of His commission to believers to make 
disciples (Matt. 28:19-20). The most significant 
events of His earthly life, His death and resurrection, 
are central to the entire Christian faith (1 Cor. 15:14). 
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sheep. !6And jother sheep I have which are 
not of this fold; them also I must bring, and 
they will hear My voice; kand there will be 
one flock and one shepherd. 

17“Therefore My Father ‘loves Me, ™be- 
cause I lay down My life that I may take 
it again. 18No one takes it from Me, but I 
lay it down of Myself. I "have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again. 
oThis command I have received from My 
Father.” 

19Therefore Pthere was a division again 
among the Jews because of these say- 
ings. 20And many of them said, “He has 
a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to 
Him?” 

210thers said, “These are not the words 
of one who has a demon. "Can a demon 
sopen the eyes of the blind?” 


The Shepherd Knows His Sheep 
22Now it was the Feast of Dedication in 
Jerusalem, and it was winter. 23And Jesus 
walked in the temple, ‘in Solomon’s porch. 
24Then the Jews surrounded Him and 
said to Him, “How long do You keep us in 
doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and 
you do not believe. “The works that I do in 
My Father’s name, they “bear witness of 
Me. 26But wyou do not believe, because you 
are not of My sheep, as I said to you.* 27%*My 
sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me. 28And I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; neither 


shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 
29yMy Father, who has given them to Me, 
is greater than all; and no one is able to 
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30a] 
and My Father are one.” 


Renewed Efforts to Stone Jesus 

31Then >the Jews took up stones again to 
stone Him. 32Jesus answered them, “Many 
good works I have shown you from My Fa- 
ther. For which of those works do you stone 
Me?” 

33The Jews answered Him, saying, “For 
a good work we do not stone You, but for 
cblasphemy, and because You, being a 
Man, ¢make Yourself God.” 

34Jesus answered them, “Is it not written 
in your law, &‘I said, “You are gods”’?* 35|f 
He called them gods, ‘to whom the word 
of God came (and the Scripture £cannot be 
broken), 36do you say of Him "whom the 
Father sanctified and ‘sent into the world, 
“You are blaspheming,’ ‘because I said, ‘I 
am the Son of God’? 37If I do not do the 
works of My Father, do not believe Me; 
38but if I do, though you do not believe Me, 
mbelieve the works, that you may know 
and believe* "that the Father is in Me, and 
lin Him.” 390Therefore they sought again 
to seize Him, but He escaped out of their 
hand. 


* 10:26 NU-Text omits as I said to you. 
* 10:34 Psalm 82:6 *10:38 NU-Text reads under- 
stand. 


The death of Christ was a humiliating physical death 
(John 19:18,33) that constituted a spiritual separation 
from God (Matt. 27:46). Within this moment there 
occurred the inexplicable mystery of the Father pun- 
ishing the Son for the sins of the world (2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Pet. 3:18). The greatest crime of human history was 
in the plan of God (Acts 2:23) and became the basis 
of salvation for sinners (Is. 53:5). The resurrection of 
Christ demonstrated that His death, by which believ- 
ing sinners are justified, was valid (1 Cor. 15:12—20). 
The historical evidence for the resurrection is plenti- 
ful: the many separate accounts of post-resurrection 
appearances, the empty tomb, and the transformed 
disciples. It is the power of the resurrection that 
empowers Christians today to live the Christian life 
(Eph. 1:19-20; Phil. 3:10). 

10:16 other sheep | have. These were not Jews in 
heathen lands, but Gentiles. The Jewish people had 
asked if Jesus would go and teach the Gentiles (7:35). 
Jesus now declared that He had sheep among the 
despised heathen. one flock. This anticipates the 
salvation of the Gentiles and the formation of the 
church, in which converted Jews and Gentiles would 
form one spiritual body (Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:16). 
10:19-21 many of them said... Others said. After 
Jesus’ analogy of the good shepherd, the editorial 
comment by John is fitting. In the analogy, Jesus 
was the good shepherd whose sheep hear His voice, 
implying that there are sheep who do not hear His 
voice. John’s comment indicates that some believe 
and others do not. This is the same division that 
occurred in 9:16. 


10:22 the Feast of Dedication. This festival was cele- 
brated for eight days. In 167 B.c. Antiochus Epiphanes 
desecrated the temple in Jerusalem, as prophesied in 
Daniel 11:31. The Maccabeans restored and purified 
the temple. In commemoration of the restoration, 
the Feast of Dedication was instituted. Today it is also 
known as the Feast of Lights or Hanukkah. 

10:27-29 hear... follow. The following of the sheep 
is a metaphor for faith. Other metaphors for faith 
in this Gospel include drinking water (4:14), eating 
bread (6:50-51), eating flesh, and drinking blood 
(6:54). 

10:30 | and My Father are one. The Jewish oppo- 
nents understood that Jesus was claiming to be God 
(vv. 31,33). 

10:34 You are gods. In the Old Testament, judges 
were called gods. They exercised godlike judicial sov- 
ereignty. Psalm 82:6, the verse quoted here, refers to 
judges who violate the law. Jesus’ argument was that, 
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10:38 John 


The Believers Beyond Jordan 

40And He went away again beyond the 
Jordan to the place "where John was bap- 
tizing at first, and there He stayed. 4!Then 
many came to Him and said, “John per- 
formed no sign, ‘but all the things that 
John spoke about this Man were true.” 
42nd many believed in Him there. 


The Death of Lazarus 
1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus 
of Bethany, the town of ¢Mary and 
her sister Martha. 25It was that Mary 
who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil 
and wiped His feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was sick. ?Therefore the 
sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, 
he whom You love is sick.” 

4When Jesus heard that, He said, “This 
sickness is not unto death, but for the glory 
of God, that the Son of God may be glori- 
fied through it.” 

5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus. 6So, when He heard that he 
was sick, ‘He stayed two more days in the 
place where He was. 7Then after this He 
said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 

8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately 
the Jews sought to 4stone You, and are You 
going there again?” 

9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours in the day? eIf anyone walks in the 
day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the flight of this world. !°But sif one walks 
in the night, he stumbles, because the light 
is not in him.” "These things He said, and 
after that He said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus "sleeps, but I go that I may wake 
him up.” 

12Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he 
sleeps he will get well.” 3However, Jesus 
spoke of his death, but they thought that 
He was speaking about taking rest in 
sleep. 

M4Then Jesus said to them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your 
sakes that I was not there, that you may 
believe. Nevertheless let us go to him.” 

16Then ‘Thomas, who is called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with Him.” 


John 11:33 @ 1185 
| Am the Resurrection and the Life 

17S0 when Jesus came, He found that he 
had already been in the tomb four days. 
18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about 
two miles* away. 18And many of the Jews 
had joined the women around Martha and 
Mary, to comfort them concerning their 
brother. 

20Now Martha, as soon as she heard that 
Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but 
Mary was sitting in the house. 2! Now Mar- 
tha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 
22But even now I know that ‘whatever You 
ask of God, God will give You.” 

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise again.” 

24Martha said to Him, *“I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am 'the resurrec- 
tion and the life. "He who believes in Me, 
though he may "die, he shall live. 24And 
whoever lives and believes in Me shall nev- 
er die. Do you believe this?” 

27She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, °I believe 
that You are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is to come into the world.” 


Jesus and Death, the Last Enemy 

28And when she had said these things, 
she went her way and secretly called Mary 
her sister, saying, “The Teacher has come 
and is calling for you.” 2As soon as she 
heard that, she arose quickly and came 
to Him. 3°Now Jesus had not yet come into 
the town, but was* in the place where Mar- 
tha met Him. 3l»Then the Jews who were 
with her in the house, and comforting her, 
when they saw that Mary rose up quickly 
and went out, followed her, saying, “She is 
going to the tomb to weep there.”* 

32Then, when Mary came where Jesus 
was, and saw Him, she ¢fell down at His 
feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 

33Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her weeping, 


* 11:18 Literally fifteen stadia * 11:30 NU-Text 
adds still. *11:31 NU-Text reads supposing that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. 


if the divine name had been applied by God to mere 
men, there could be neither blasphemy nor folly in 
its application to the incarnate Son of God Himself. 
11:1 Bethany. This was a small village on the south- 
east slope of the Mount of Olives. It was located 
about two miles from Jerusalem. 

11:4 not unto death. This phrase means not having 
death as its final result. 

11:6-8 He stayed two more days. God's purpose 
was to glorify His Son (v. 4) and to cause the disci- 
ples to grow (v. 15). Had Jesus immediately rushed 
to Lazarus’ bedside and healed him, Lazarus would 
not have died and Jesus would not have been able to 
manifest His glory by raising Lazarus. 


11:16 Let us also go, that we may die with Him. 
While the Lord saw their development in faith, 
Thomas saw their deaths. Yet, in his loyalty, he fol- 
owed anyway. 

11:33 troubled. This word means to be stirred up, 
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1186 @ John11:34 
He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 
34And He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35s Jesus wept. 36Then the Jews said, “See 
how He loved him!” 
37And some of them said, “Could not this 
Man, ‘who opened the eyes of the blind, 
also have kept this man from dying?” 


Lazarus Raised from the Dead 
38Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, 

cametothetomb. Itwasacave,andaustonelay 

against it.39Jesus said, “Take away thestone.” 

Martha, the sister of him who was dead, 
said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a 
stench, for he has been dead four days.” 

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you 
that if you would believe you would vsee 
the glory of God?” 4!Then they took away 
the stone from the place where the dead 
man was lying.* And Jesus lifted up His 
eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that 
You have heard Me. 42And I know that 
You always hear Me, but “because of the 
people who are standing by I said this, that 
they may believe that You sent Me.” 8&Now 
when He had said these things, He cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 
44And he who had died came out bound 
hand and foot with xgraveclothes, and vhis 
face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” 


The Plot to Kill Jesus 

45Then many of the Jews who had come 
to Mary, Zand had seen the things Jesus did, 
believed in Him. 46But some of them went 
away to the Pharisees and ¢told them the 
things Jesus did. 47/Then the chief priests 
and the Pharisees gathered a council and 
said, “‘What shall we do? For this Man 
works many signs. 48If we let Him alone 
like this, everyone will believe in Him, and 
the Romans will come and take away both 
our place and nation.” 


49And one of them, ¢Caiaphas, being 
high priest that year, said to them, “You 
know nothing at all, 5°e¢nor do you consid- 
er that it is expedient for us* that one man 
should die for the people, and not that the 
whole nation should perish.” 5!Now this 
he did not say on his own authority; but 
being high priest that year he prophesied 
that Jesus would die for the nation, >2and 
fot for that nation only, but also that He 
would gather together in one the children 
of God who were scattered abroad. 

53Then, from that day on, they plotted 
to "put Him to death. 54’Therefore Jesus no 
longer walked openly among the Jews, but 
went from there into the country near the 
wilderness, to a city called ‘Ephraim, and 
there remained with His disciples. 

55kAnd the Passover of the Jews was 
near, and many went from the country up 
to Jerusalem before the Passover, to !puri- 
fy themselves. 56 Then they sought Jesus, 
and spoke among themselves as they stood 
in the temple, “What do you think—that He 
will not come to the feast?” 57Now both the 
chief priests and the Pharisees had givena 
command, that if anyone knew where He 
was, he should report it, that they might 
"seize Him. 


The Anointing at Bethany 
12 Then, six days before the Passover, 
Jesus came to Bethany, “where 
Lazarus was who had been dead,* whom 
He had raised from the dead. 2/There they 
made Him a supper; and Martha served, 
but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the 
table with Him. Then cMary took a pound 
of very costly oil of 4spikenard, anointed 
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with 
her hair. And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the oil. 


* 11:41 NU-Text omits from the place where the 
dead man was lying. * 11:50 NU-Text reads you. 
* 12:1 NU-Text omits who had been dead. 


disturbed. Jesus was moved by the mourning of Mary 
and indignant at the hypocritical lamentations of His 
enemies. 

11:37 Could not this Man. Some people misinter- 
preted Jesus’ tears as powerlessness. They complained 
that He had healed others, but now was impotent. 
11:43 Lazarus. Augustine once said that, if Jesus 
had not designated Lazarus by name, all the graves 
would have been emptied at His command (5:28). 
Raising Lazarus from the dead is the seventh sign of 
Jesus’ messiahship, the greatest miracle of all, giving 
life back to the dead. 

11:49-52 it is expedient. |n the opinion of Caiaphas, 
Jesus should die rather than plunge the nation into 
destruction. John adds that by virtue of his office 
Caiaphas pronounced a message of God uncon- 
sciously. Caiaphas was a prophet in spite of himself. 
John also saw in Caiaphas’ words a prophecy that 
Jesus should die not only for Israel but for the Gen- 
tiles as well. 

11:53 they plotted to put Him to death. Humanly 
speaking, the resurrection of Lazarus was a major 


factor that led to the plot by the Jewish religious 
leaders to kill Christ. At this point the council decided 
informally, if not formally, to put Jesus to death. It 
is ironic that these men believed they could put to 
death permanently One who could raise the dead. 
12:1 six days before the Passover. If the crucifixion 
took place on a Friday, this dinner occurred during 
the evening of the previous Saturday. Verse 12 seems 
to support this conclusion because the Jerusalem 
entry took place on Sunday. 

12:3 very costly oil of spikenard. Judas Iscariot said 
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4But one of His disciples, ¢Judas Iscar- 
iot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, 
said, 5“Why was this fragrant oil not sold 
for three hundred denarii* and given to the 
poor?” ®This he said, not that he cared for 
the poor, but because he was a thief, and 
fhad the money box; and he used to take 
what was put in it. 

7But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has 
kept* this for the day of My burial. 8For sthe 
poor you have with you always, but Me you 
do not have always.” 


The Plot to Kill Lazarus 

SNow a great many of the Jews knew 
that He was there; and they came, not for 
Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also 
see Lazarus, "whom He had raised from 
the dead. !%But the chief priests plotted to 
put Lazarus to death also, "because on ac- 
count of him many of the Jews went away 
and believed in Jesus. 


The Triumphal Entry 

12kThe next day a great multitude that 
had come to the feast, when they heard 
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 8took 
branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet Him, and cried out: 


“Hosanna! 
'‘Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the LoRD!”* 
The King of Israel!” 


lM4mThen Jesus, when He had found a 
young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 


15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
Behold, your King is coming, 
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.”* 


16oHis disciples did not understand these 
things at first; Pbut when Jesus was glori- 
fied, athen they remembered that these 


John 12:28 & 1187 
things were written about Him and that 
they had done these things to Him. 

17Therefore the people, who were with 
Him when He called Lazarus out of his 
tomb and raised him from the dead, bore 
witness. 18rFor this reason the people also 
met Him, because they heard that He had 
done this sign. !9The Pharisees therefore 
said among themselves, s“You see that 
you are accomplishing nothing. Look, the 
world has gone after Him!” 


The Fruitful Grain of Wheat 

20Now there ‘were certain Greeks 
among those “who came up to worship at 
the feast. 2!Then they came to Philip, »who 
was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked 
him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 

22Philip came and told Andrew, and in 
turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 

23But Jesus answered them, saying, 
w“The hour has come that the Son of Man 
should be glorified. 24Most assuredly, I say 
to you, *unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the ground and dies, it remains alone; but 
if it dies, it produces much grain. 25yHe who 
loves his life will lose it, and he who hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. 26If anyone serves Me, let him zfollow 
Me; and «where I am, there My servant will 
be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Fa- 
ther will honor. 


Jesus Predicts His Death 


on the Cross 

27b“Now My soul is troubled, and what 
shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this 
hour’? cBut for this purpose I came to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify Your name.” 


* 12:5 About one year’s wages for a worker 
* 12:7 NU-Text reads that she may keep. 
* 12:13 Psalm 118:26 * 12:15 Zechariah 9:9 


that this perfume cost 300 denarii (v. 5). One denarius 
was a laborer’s wage for one day. Thus, the perfume 
cost approximately a year’s wages. anointed the 
feet. Mary also anointed Jesus’ head. The custom of 
that time was to anoint the heads of guests. Anoint- 
ing Jesus’ head was an act of honor; anointing His 
feet was a display of devotion. 

12:10-11 the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus 
to death also. The chief priests were mostly Saddu- 
cees. They had an additional reason to kill Lazarus. 
He was a living refutation of their doctrine that there 
was no resurrection (11:57; Acts 23:8). Yet this was not 
a meeting of the Jewish council, nor was it a formal 
sentence of death. The ultimate motivation for want- 
ing to kill Lazarus was that because of him many were 
believing in Jesus. 

12:13-15 The King of Israel. Until this point, Jesus 
had discouraged expressions of support from the 
people (6:15; 7:1-8). Here, He allowed public enthu- 
siasm. He entered Jerusalem on the back of a young 
donkey. This act fulfilled prophecy (Zech. 9:9) and as 
such was a symbolic proclamation that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 


12:20 to worship at the feast. This verse indicates 
that these Greeks were Jewish proselytes. By record- 
ing this incident, perhaps John was hinting that the 
salvation rejected by many of the Jews was already 
passing to the Gentiles. 

12:24 unless a grain of wheat... dies. When a seed 
dies, it produces fruit. Life comes by death. This princi- 
ple is not only true in nature, but it is also true spiritu- 
ally. Jesus was speaking first and foremost of Himself. 
He is the grain of wheat. His death would produce 
much fruit and would result in many living for God. 
12:27 Now My soul is troubled. Jesus’ agony over His 
impending death was not confined to Gethsemane, 
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1188 @ John12:29 

aThen a voice came from heaven, say- 
ing, “I have both glorified it and will glorify 
it again.” 

29Therefore the people who stood by and 
heard it said that it had thundered. Others 
said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 

30Jesus answered and said, e“This voice 
did not come because of Me, but for your 
sake. 31Now is the judgment of this world; 
now /the ruler of this world will be cast 
out. 32And I, 2if I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw “all peoples to Myself.” 
33iThis He said, signifying by what death 
He would die. 

34The people answered Him, i“We have 
heard from the law that the Christ remains 
forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of 
Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son 
of Man?” 

35Then Jesus said to them, “A little while 
longer the light is with you. 'Walk while 
you have the light, lest darkness overtake 
you; he who walks in darkness does not 
know where he is going. 36While you have 
the light, believe in the light, that you may 
become "sons of light.” These things Jesus 
spoke, and departed, and °was hidden 
from them. 


Who Has Believed Our Report? 

37But although He had done so many 
psigns before them, they did not believe in 
Him, 38that the word of Isaiah the prophet 
might be fulfilled, which he spoke: 


a“Lord, who has believed our report? 
And to whom has the arm of the LORD 
been revealed?”* 


39Therefore they could not believe, be- 
cause Isaiah said again: 


40 “Her has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their hearts, 
sLest they should see with their eyes, 
Lest they should understand with their 
hearts and turn, 
So that I should heal them.”* 


41tThese things Isaiah said when* he saw 
His glory and spoke of Him. 


Walk in the Light 

42Nevertheless even among the rulers 
many believed in Him, but “because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest 
they should be put out of the synagogue; 
43vfor they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God. 

44Then Jesus cried out and said, ’“He 
who believes in Me, xbelieves not in Me 
ybut in Him who sent Me. 45And Zhe who 
sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 464] have 
come as a light into the world, that whoev- 
er believes in Me should not abide in dark- 
ness. 47And if anyone hears My words and 
does not believe,* I do not judge him; for 
c] did not come to judge the world but to 
save the world. 48¢He who rejects Me, and 
does not receive My words, has that which 
judges him—¢the word that I have spoken 
will judge him in the last day. 49For ‘I have 
not spoken on My own authority; but the 
Father who sent Me gave Me a command, 
what I should say and what I should speak. 
50And I know that His command is ever- 
lasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, 
just as the Father has told Me, so I "speak.” 


Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
1 Now before the Feast of the Pass- 
over, when Jesus knew that »His hour 
had come that He should depart from this 
world to the Father, having loved His own 
who were in the world, He ‘loved them to 
the end. 
2And supper being ended,* ¢the devil 
having already put it into the heart of Ju- 
das Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 
3Jesus, knowing ¢that the Father had giv- 
en all things into His hands, and that He 
fhad come from God and £was going to 
God, 4hrose from supper and laid aside His 
garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 
5After that, He poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and 


* 12:38 Isaiah 53:1 * 12:40 Isaiah 6:10 

* 12:41 NU-Text reads because. *12:47 NU-Text 
reads keep them. *13:2 NU-Text reads And 
during supper. 


where He prayed for the cup to pass from Him (Matt. 
26:39). He felt the agony and expressed it almost a 
week before Gethsemane. 

12:35-36 while you have the light. Instead of 
answering the people's questions (v. 34), Jesus gave 
them a warning. Jesus is the light. He wanted the 
people to believe and abide in Him (v. 46). 

12:42-43 Nevertheless. This word marks a stark 
contrast between these believers and the unbelief 
spoken of in verses 37-41. These men were genuine 
believers. Their problem was that they feared the 
opinions of their fellow leaders. Such believers will be 
ashamed at Christ's return (1 John 2:28). 

12:47 | do not judge him. Christ will judge, but at His 
first coming He did not come to judge but to save (3:17). 
13:1 to the end. This phrase means either “to the last” 
or “utterly and completely.” What follows in verses 
1-11 demonstrates Jesus’ complete love. Jesus loved 


His disciples, even though He knew that one would 
betray Him, another would deny Him, and all would 
desert Him fora time. 
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to wipe them with the towel with which He 
was girded. 6Then He came to Simon Pe- 
ter. And Peter said to Him, ‘“Lord, are You 
washing my feet?” 

7Jesus answered and said to him, “What 
I am doing you ido not understand now, 
Rbut you will know after this.” 

8Peter said to Him, “You shall never 
wash my feet!” 

Jesus answered him, '“If I do not wash 
you, you have no part with Me.” 

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my 
feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 

10Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed 
needs only to wash his feet, but is com- 
pletely clean; and “you are clean, but not 
all of you.” 11For "He knew who would be- 
tray Him; therefore He said, “You are not 
all clean.” 

12S0 when He had washed their feet, tak- 
en His garments, and sat down again, He 
said to them, “Do you know what I have 
done to you? !8°You call Me Teacher and 
Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 4eIf I 
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, 7you also ought to wash one an- 
other’s feet. 15For "I have given you an ex- 
ample, that you should do as I have done 
to you. !6sMost assuredly, I say to you, a 
servant is not greater than his master; nor 
is he who is sent greater than he who sent 
him. !7tIf you know these things, blessed 
are you if you do them. 


Jesus Identifies His Betrayer 

18“T do not speak concerning all of you. 
I know whom I have chosen; but that the 
uScripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who 
eats bread with Me* has lifted up his heel 
against Me.’* 19~Now I tell you before it 
comes, that when it does come to pass, 
you may believe that I am He. 2%Most 
assuredly, I say to you, he who receives 
whomever I send receives Me; and he who 
receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” 

21yWhen Jesus had said these things, 


John 13:35 @ 1189 
2He was troubled in spirit, and testified and 
said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, ¢one of 
you will betray Me.” 22Then the disciples 
looked at one another, perplexed about 
whom He spoke. 

23Now >there was leaning on Jesus’ 
bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus 
loved. 24Simon Peter therefore motioned to 
him to ask who it was of whom He spoke. 

25Then, leaning back* on Jesus’ breast, 
he said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” 

26Jesus answered, “It is he to whom 
I shall give a piece of bread when I have 
dipped it.” And having dipped the bread, 
He gave it to ‘Judas Iscariot, the son of Si- 
mon. 274Now after the piece of bread, Sa- 
tan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, 
“What you do, do quickly.” 28But no one 
at the table knew for what reason He said 
this to him. 29For some thought, because 
eJudas had the money box, that Jesus had 
said to him, “Buy those things we need for 
the feast,” or that he should give something 
to the poor. 

30Having received the piece of bread, 
he then went out immediately. And it was 
night. 


The New Commandment 

31S0, when he had gone out, Jesus said, 
i“Now the Son of Man is glorified, and 
God is glorified in Him. 32If God is glori- 
fied in Him, God will also glorify Him in 
Himself, and "glorify Him immediately. 
33Little children, I shall be with you a ‘little 
while longer. You will seek Me; iand as I 
said to the Jews, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come,’ so now I say to you. 34kA 
new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another; as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another. 35'By this all will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 


* 13:18 NU-Text reads My bread. ¢ Psalm 41:9 
* 13:25 NU-Text and M-Text add thus. 


13:8 no part with Me. The washing was a symbol of 
spiritual cleansing (vv. 10-11). If Peter did not partic- 
ipate in the cleansing, he would not enjoy fellowship 
with Christ (1 John 1:9). 

13:13 Teacher and Lord. These were the ordinary 
titles of respect given to a rabbi. 

13:18 has lifted up his heel. Jesus quoted Psalm 41:9 
to explain the action of Judas. Lifting up one’s heel 
was a gesture of insult or a preparation to kick. The 
blow had not yet been given. This was the attitude of 
Judas at that moment. He was eating with the disci- 
ples, but he was ready to strike. 

13:23 leaning on Jesus’ bosom. At this time people 
did not generally sit at a table to eat. They reclined 
on the left side of a low platform, resting on the 
left elbow and eating with the right hand, their feet 
extended outward. Reclining in such a way, a man’s 
head was near the chest of the person on his left. 
whom Jesus loved. The disciple is never named in 
Scripture, but the tradition of the early church desig- 
nates him as John, the author of this Gospel. 


13:33 Little children is an expression of tender affec- 
tion used nowhere else in the Gospels. John did not 
forget the expression; he used it repeatedly in 1 John. 
13:34 love one another. One of the dominant themes 
in the apostle John’s writings is love. God loves the 
whole world (3:16). Jesus repeatedly demonstrates 
His compassion for people in general and His love for 
His disciples in particular (10:11; 11:3; 13:1; 15:9). 

13:35 By this. Unbelievers recognize Jesus’ disciples 
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Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

36Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where 
are You going?” 

Jesus answered him, “Where I “am go- 
ing you cannot follow Me now, but "you 
shall follow Me afterward.” 

37Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not 
follow You now? I will “lay down my life 
for Your sake.” 

38Jesus answered him, “Will you lay 
down your life for My sake? Most as- 
suredly, I say to you, the rooster shall 
not crow till you have denied Me three 
times. 


The Way, the Truth, and the Life 
1 4 “Let «not your heart be troubled; you 
believe in God, believe also in Me. 2In 

My Father’s house are many mansions;* if 
it were not so, I would have told you. »I go 
to prepare a place for you.* 3And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, ‘I will come again 
and receive you to Myself; that ¢where I 
am, there you may be also. 4And where I 
go you know, and the way you know.” 

5eThomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not 
know where You are going, and how can 
we know the way?” 

6Jesus said to him, “I am ‘the way, #the 
truth, and "the life. ‘No one comes to the 
Father jexcept through Me. 


The Father Revealed 

7k“Tf you had known Me, you would have 
known My Father also; and from now on 
you know Him and have seen Him.” 

8Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 

SJesus said to him, “Have I been with you 


so long, and yet you have not known Me, 
Philip? ‘He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that ™I am 
in the Father, and the Father in Me? The 
words that I speak to you "I do not speak 
on My own authority; but the Father who 
dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me 
that I am in the Father and the Father in 
Me, °or else believe Me for the sake of the 
works themselves. 


The Answered Prayer 

12n“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me, the works that I do he will 
do also; and greater works than these he 
will do, because I go to My Father. 83¢And 
whatever you ask in My name, that I will 
do, that the Father may be “glorified in the 
Son. “If you ask* anything in My name, I 
will do it. 


Jesus Promises Another Helper 

15s“Tf you love Me, keep* My command- 
ments. !6And I will pray the Father, and ‘He 
will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever— !™the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it neither sees Him nor knows Him; 
but you know Him, for He dwells with you 
wand will be in you. 18x] will not leave you 
orphans; YI will come to you. 


* 14:2 Literally dwellings ¢ NU-Text adds a word 
which would cause the text to read either if it 

were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? or if it were not so I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 

* 14:14 NU-Text adds Me. * 14:15 NU-Text reads 
you will keep. 


not by their doctrinal distinctives, nor by dramatic 
miracles, nor even by their love for the lost. They 
recognize His disciples by their deeds of love for one 
another. 

13:36 Lord, where are You going? This question 
Jesus had already addressed twice before, indicating 
that Peter completely missed the point of what Jesus 
said in verses 34 and 35. 

13:37 | will lay down my life for Your sake. Peter 
was ready to die for Jesus. Unfortunately, he was not 
ready, at this point, to live for Him. Later Peter would 
die for Christ (21:18-19). Church tradition states that 
Peter was crucified upside down, at his request, for 
he felt himself unworthy to be crucified like his Lord. 
14:3 | will come again and receive you. Peter may 
have failed Jesus (13:38), but Christ will not fail to 
return for Peter and for everyone else who has 
believed in Him (1 Thess. 4:16—-17). 

14:6 the way, the truth, and the life. Through His 
death and resurrection, Jesus is the way to the Father. 
He is also the truth and the life. As truth, He is the 
revelation of God. As life, He is the source of our very 
beings. 

14:12 greater works. Jesus had accomplished the 
greatest works possible, including raising the dead. 
How could He say that believers would do greater 
works? The answer is seen in the extent of what the 


apostles did. Jesus’ work on earth was confined to 
Palestine; the apostles would preach everywhere and 
see the conversion of thousands. Peter's message at 
Pentecost brought more followers to Jesus than did 
Jesus’ entire earthly ministry. The disciples were able 
to do this work because Christ would go to the Father 
and send the Holy Spirit to empower them. 

14:17 the Spirit of truth. This is another name for the 
Holy Spirit because He is truth and guides us into all 
truth (1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Pet. 1:21). 

14:18 orphans. He would not abandon them. He 
would come to them. There are three suggested 
interpretations as to when that statement would be 
fulfilled: (1) after the resurrection, (2) at Pentecost, in 
the person of the Holy Spirit, and (3) at the second 
coming. 
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Indwelling of the Father and 
the Son 

19“A little while longer and the world 
will see Me no more, but zyou will see Me. 
“Because I live, you will live also. 20At that 
day you will know that >I am in My Father, 
and you in Me, and I in you. 2!¢-He who has 
My commandments and keeps them, it is 
he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will 
be loved by My Father, and I will love him 
and manifest Myself to him.” 

22dJudas (not Iscariot) said to Him, 
“Lord, how is it that You will manifest 
Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 

23Jesus answered and said to him, “If 
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, ¢and We will 
come to him and make Our home with him. 
24He who does not love Me does not keep 
My words; and fthe word which you hear 
is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 


The Gift of His Peace 


25“These things I have spoken to you 
while being present with you. 26But ¢the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will "send in My name, ‘He will teach you 
all things, and bring to your ‘remembrance 
all things that I said to you. 27kPeace I leave 
with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
28You have heard Me 'say to you, ‘I am 
going away and coming back to you.’ If 
you loved Me, you would rejoice because 
Isaid,* "I am going to the Father,’ for "My 
Father is greater than I. 

29“And onow I have told you before it 
comes, that when it does come to pass, you 
may believe. 39] will no longer talk much 
with you, Pfor the ruler of this world is 
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coming, and he has %nothing in Me. 3!But 
that the world may know that I love the Fa- 
ther, and 'as the Father gave Me command- 
ment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here. 


The True Vine 
15 “T am the true vine, and My Father is 
the vinedresser. 2¢Every branch in Me 
that does not bear fruit He takes away;* and 
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, 
that it may bear >more fruit. 3¢You are al- 
ready clean because of the word which I 
have spoken to you. 4¢Abide in Me, and I 
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in Me. 

5“T am the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and lin him, bears much 
efruit; for without Me you can do fnothing. 
8]f anyone does not abide in Me, £he is cast 
out as a branch and is withered; and they 
gather them and throw them into the fire, 
and they are burned. 7If you abide in Me, 
and My words "abide in you, ‘you will* ask 
what you desire, and it shall be done for 
you. 8iBy this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; ?so you will be My 
disciples. 


Love and Joy Perfected 

9“As the Father loved Me, I also have 
loved you; abide in My love. If you keep 
My commandments, you will abide in My 
love, just as I have kept My Father’s com- 
mandments and abide in His love. 

1l“These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy may remain in you, and "that 
your joy may be full. !20This is My »com- 
mandment, that you love one another as I 


* 14:28 NU-Text omits I said. 
* 15:7 NU-Text omits you will. 


* 15:2 Or lifts up 


14:23 If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word. |n 
response to Judas’ question (v. 22), Jesus explained 
that His manifestation to the disciples would be in 
response to their love and obedience. make Our 
home with him. If a believer loves and obeys the 
Lord, he or she will experience fellowship with God. 
14:24 He who does not love Me. If a person does not 
love Jesus, he or she will not obey Him. Disobedience 
is a serious matter, for Jesus’ words are the words of 
God. 

14:30 has nothing in Me. These words indicate 
Jesus’ sinlessness. Jesus’ yielding to what was about 
to happen did not mean that Satan had any power 
over Him. Jesus would soon voluntarily yield to the 
death of the cross, in loving obedience to the Father 
(v. 31). 

15:2 Every branch in Me. The emphasis of “in Me” 
in this passage is on deep, abiding fellowship. Jesus’ 
purpose was to move His disciples from servants to 
friends (vv. 13-15). This would involve a process of 
discipline in regard to His commandments. prunes. 
This word means “cleanses.” Once the fruit is on the 
vine, the vinedresser cleanses the fruit of bugs and 
diseases. The spiritual counterpart is cleansing which 
is done through the Word (v. 3). 


15:6 If anyone does not abide. Not abiding in Christ 
has serious consequences: (1) the person is cast out 
as a branch, indicating the loss of fellowship; (2) the 
person is withered, indicating a loss of vitality; (3) the 
person is burned, indicating a loss of reward. 

15:8 By this. Notice the striking parallel between 
this verse and 13:35. fruit. The love of 13:35 is pic- 
tured here. The text has come full circle in showing 
how strategic it is for disciples to love each other, as 
Christ’s method of evangelizing the lost. Where there 
is good fruit, there are also seeds for propagation. 
15:11 that your joy may be full. This phrase is an 
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have loved you. 8¢Greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down one’s life for 
his friends. 4rYou are My friends if you do 
whatever I command you. No longer do 
I call you servants, for a servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, ‘for all things that I 
heard from My Father I have made known 
to you. 16tYou did not choose Me, but I chose 
you and “appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain, that whatever you ask the Father vin 
My name He may give you. !’These things 
I command you, that you love one another. 


The World's Hatred 

18w“Tf the world hates you, you know that 
it hated Me before it hated you. 19%If you 
were of the world, the world would love its 
own. Yet Ybecause you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you. 28Remember the word 
that I said to you, ‘A servant is not great- 
er than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, 
they will also persecute you. «If they kept 
My word, they will keep yours also. 21But 
ball these things they will do to you for My 
name’s sake, because they do not know Him 
who sent Me. 22cIf I had not come and spo- 
ken to them, they would have no sin, “but 
now they have no excuse for their sin. 28¢eHe 
who hates Me hates My Father also. 24If I 
had not done among them ‘the works which 
no one else did, they would have no sin; but 
now they have £seen and also hated both Me 
and My Father. 25But this happened that the 
word might be fulfilled which is written in 
their law, " ‘They hated Me without a cause.”* 


The Coming Rejection 

26i“But when the Helper comes, whom I 
shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, ‘He 
will testify of Me. 27And “you also will bear 
witness, because 'you have been with Me 
from the beginning. 
16 “These things I have spoken to you, 

that you “should not be made to 

stumble. 2/They will put you out of the 
synagogues; yes, the time is coming ‘that 
whoever kills you will think that he offers 
God service. 3And ¢these things they will 
do to you* because they have not known 
the Father nor Me. 4But these things I have 
told you, that when the* time comes, you 
may remember that I told you of them. 

“And these things I did not say to you 
at the beginning, because I was with you. 


The Work of the Holy Spirit 

5“But now I ¢go away to Him who sent 
Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ 6But because I have said these 
things to you, ‘sorrow has filled your heart. 
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if 
I depart, I will send Him to you. 8And when 
He has "come, He will convict the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
Siof sin, because they do not believe in Me; 
10iof righteousness, because I go to My Fa- 
ther and you see Meno more; of judgment, 
because “the ruler of this world is judged. 


* 15:25 Psalm 69:4 *16:3 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit toyou. *16:4 NU-Text reads their. 


expression peculiar to John (3:29; 16:24; 17:13; 1 John 
1:4; 2 John 12). It describes a believer's experience of 
Christ’s love: complete joy. 

15:14 if you do. Jesus is our model for love (v. 13). Inti- 
macy with Him is the motive for loving as He loves. If 
believers obey His command to love, they enjoy the 
intimacy of His friendship. Not that friendship, unlike 
sonship, is a once-for-all gift, but develops as the 
result of obeying Jesus’ command to love. 

15:15 call you servants. Until this point, Jesus had 
called His disciples servants (12:26; 13:13-16). A ser- 
vant does what he is told and sees what his master 
does, but does not necessarily know the meaning or 
purpose of it. friends. A friend knows what is hap- 
pening because friends develop deep fellowship by 
communicating with one another. 

15:22-23 have nosin...no excuse for their sin. The 
world’s hatred of Jesus was a sin against God, for He 
revealed the Father Himself to them. 

15:26-27 He will testify. As the disciples spoke, the 
Holy Spirit would bring inner conviction to unbeliev- 
ers concerning Christ. This in turn would make the 
disciples witnesses for Jesus. 

16:2 They will put you out of the synagogues. The 
persecution that the disciples would face included 
excommunication and even execution. Excommuni- 
cation had economic as well as religious implications 
because much of the life of an ancient Jew revolved 
around the synagogue. 


16:7 It is to your advantage. The disciples must 
have thought, “How can it be advantageous for us 
to be alone? The Romans hate us because they see 
us as disturbers of the peace. The Jewish leaders 
hate us because they see us as blasphemers.” Jesus 
explained the benefits of His departure. When Jesus 
left, the believers would have (1) the provision of the 
Holy Spirit (vv. 7-15); (2) the potential of full joy (vv. 
16-24); (3) the possibility of fuller knowledge (vv. 
25-28); and (4) the privilege of peace (vv. 29-33). 
16:8 convict. The Holy Spirit would demonstrate the 
truth of Christ beyond the fear of contradiction. The 
Holy Spirit convicts unbelievers through believers 
who witness about Christ (15:26-27). Believers are 
the mouthpiece for God's voice. 

16:11 of judgment. Satan, the ruler of the world, 
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12“] still have many things to say to you, 
nbut you cannot bear them now. Howev- 
er, when He, °the Spirit of truth, has come, 
PHe will guide you into all truth; for He will 
not speak on His own authority, but what- 
ever He hears He will speak; and He will 
tell you things to come. !4¢He will glorify 
Me, for He will take of what is Mine and de- 
clare it to you. 5rAll things that the Father 
has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will 
take of Mine and declare it to you.* 


Sorrow Will Turn to Joy 

16“A slittle while, and you will not see 
Me; and again a little while, and you will 
see Me, tbecause I go to the Father.” 

17Then some of His disciples said among 
themselves, “What is this that He says to 
us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little while, and you will see 
Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 
18They said therefore, “What is this that 
He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know 
what He is saying.” 

19Now Jesus knew that they desired to 
ask Him, and He said to them, “Are you 
inquiring among yourselves about what I 
said, ‘A little while, and you will not see 
Me; and again a little while, and you will 
see Me’? 20Most assuredly, I say to you 
that you will weep and “lament, but the 
world will rejoice; and you will be sorrow- 
ful, but your sorrow will be turned into 
vjoy. 21vA woman, when she is in labor, has 
sorrow because her hour has come; but as 
soon as she has given birth to the child, 
she no longer remembers the anguish, 
for joy that a human being has been born 
into the world. 22Therefore you now have 
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sorrow; but I will see you again and *your 
heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will 
take from you. 

23“A nd in that day you will ask Me noth- 
ing. YMost assuredly, I say to you, whatever 
you ask the Father in My name He will give 
you. 24Until now you have asked nothing in 
My name. Ask, and you will receive, zthat 
your joy may be @full. 


Jesus Christ Has Overcome 


the World 

25“These things I have spoken to you in 
figurative language; but the time is coming 
when I will no longer speak to you in fig- 
urative language, but I will tell you »plain- 
ly about the Father. 26In that day you will 
ask in My name, and I do not say to you 
that I shall pray the Father for you; 27¢for 
the Father Himself loves you, because you 
have loved Me, and ¢have believed that I 
came forth from God. 28eI came forth from 
the Father and have come into the world. 
Again, I leave the world and go to the Fa- 
ther.” 

29His disciples said to Him, “See, now 
You are speaking plainly, and using no 
figure of speech! 3®Now we are sure that 
fYou know all things, and have no need 
that anyone should question You. By this 
ewe believe that You came forth from God.” 

3lJesus answered them, “Do you now 
believe? 32hIndeed the hour is coming, yes, 
has now come, that you will be scattered, 
ieach to his own, and will leave Me alone. 
Andiyet Iam not alone, because the Father 


* 16:15 NU-Text and M-Text read He takes of Mine 
and will declare it to you. 


rules in the hearts of unregenerate people and blinds 
their minds (1 Cor. 2:6-8). Satan was judged at the 
cross, and the Holy Spirit would convince people of 
the judgment to come. Satan has been judged, so all 
who side with him will be judged with him. 

16:12 you. Here, this refers to the apostles. Techni- 
cally, what the Lord says about the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit in verses 12-15 applies primarily to the 
apostles. That ministry was threefold: (1) He would 
guide them into all truth (v. 13); (2) He would tell 
them of the future (v. 13); and (3) He would help them 
glorify Christ (vv. 14-15). Jesus’ words were fulfilled in 
the apostles’ preaching and writings. 

16:13 Spirit of truth. The phrase means that the Holy 
Spirit is the source of truth (14:17; 15:26). guide. The 
Holy Spirit would not compel or carry the disciples 
into truth. He would lead; their job was to follow. 
16:14 glorify Me. The Holy Spirit glorifies Christ by 
declaring Him or making Him known. It is the work 
of the Holy Spirit to throw light on Jesus Christ, who 
is the image of the invisible God. Christ is to be on 
center stage; that is the desire of both the Father and 
the Spirit. The apostles received truth from the Holy 
Spirit, truth about things to come, and truth about 
Christ. Then, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
they wrote those truths in documents known today 
as the New Testament. 

16:18 A little while. The biggest question weighing 


on the disciples’ minds was the time factor. They sim- 
ply did not understand the strange intervals marked 
by their separation from Jesus. 

16:21 A woman, when she is in labor. Jesus used the 
example of a pregnant woman whose sorrow is trans- 
formed into joy in the birth of a child. 

16:26 | shall pray the Father for you. Because Jesus 
provides forgiveness of sins through His death and 
now intercedes for all believers at the right hand of 
the Father (Heb. 7:25), we have direct access to the 
Father. We do not need the intercession of a priest, 
because Jesus acts as our High Priest before God. 
16:31 Do you now believe? We continue in the 
Christian life the same way we begin, by believing in 
Jesus. The more we learn of Christ, the more we have 
to believe. The more we place our trust in Jesus, the 
more we receive. The more we receive, the more we 
can accomplish for His glory. 


16:12" Mark 4:33 = 16:13 ° John 14:17] P John 14:26 
16:149John 15:26 =16:15'Matt. 11:27 16:165John 
7:33; 12:35; 13:33; 14:19; 19:40—42; 20:19 ‘John 


13:3. 16:20" Mark 16:10 “Luke 24:32,41 16:21 Is. 
13:8; 26:17; 42:14 16:22%1Pet.1:8  16:23¥ Matt. 
7:7 16:247John 17:13 2John 15:11 16:25 John 


7:13 16:27 Uohn 14:21, 23] VJohn 3:13 16:28 &John 
13:1, 3; 16:5, 10,17 16:30/John 21:17 9 John 17:8 
16:32" Matt. 26:31, 56 ‘John 20:10 /John 8:29 


1194 @ John 16:33 


is with Me. 33These things I have spoken 
to you, that *in Me you may have peace. !In 
the world you will* have tribulation; but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 


Jesus Prays for Himself 
1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His 
eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, «the 
hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your 
Son also may glorify You, 2as You have 
given Him authority over all flesh, that He 
should* give eternal life to as many cas You 
have given Him. 3And ¢this is eternal life, 
that they may know You, ¢the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ ‘whom You have 
sent. 481 have glorified You on the earth. 
h] have finished the work ‘which You have 
given Me to do. 5And now, O Father, glorify 
Me together with Yourself, with the glory 
iwhich I had with You before the world was. 


Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

6k“T have manifested Your name to the 
men ‘whom You have given Me out of the 
world. "They were Yours, You gave them 
to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7Now 
they have known that all things which You 
have given Me are from You. 8For I have giv- 
en to them the words "which You have given 
Me; and they have received them, °and have 
known surely that I came forth from You; 
and they have believed that >You sent Me. 

9“T pray for them. I do not pray for the 
world but for those whom You have giv- 
en Me, for they are Yours. And all Mine 
are Yours, and "Yours are Mine, and Iam 
glorified in them. !sNow I am no longer in 
the world, but these are in the world, and 
I come to You. Holy Father, ‘keep through 


Your name those whom You have given 
Me,* that they may be one vas We are. 
12While I was with them in the world,* vI 
kept them in Your name. Those whom You 
gave Me I have kept;* and “none of them 
is lost except the son of perdition, ythat 
the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now 
I come to You, and these things I speak in 
the world, that they may have My joy ful- 
filled in themselves. !4I have given them 
Your word; Zand the world has hated them 
because they are not of the world, “just as 
I am not of the world. 15] do not pray that 
You should take them out of the world, but 
bthat You should keep them from the evil 
one. 16They are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world. !7-Sanctify them by 
Your truth. Your word is truth. 18eAs You 
sent Me into the world, I also have sent 
them into the world. And ‘for their sakes 
I sanctify Myself, that they also may be 
sanctified by the truth. 


Jesus Prays for All Believers 

20“T do not pray for these alone, but also 
for those who will* believe in Me through 
their word; 2!¢that they all may be one, as 
hYou, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that 
they also may be one in Us, that the world 
may believe that You sent Me. 22And the 
iglory which You gave Me I have given 
them, ithat they may be one just as We are 


* 16:33 NU-Text and M-Text omit will. 

* 17:2 M-Text reads shall. * 17:11 NU-Text and 
M-Text read keep them through Your name which 
You have given Me. *17:12 NU-Text omits 

in the world. « NU-Text reads in Your name 
which You gave Me. And I guarded them; (or it;). 
* 17:20 NU-Text and M-Text omit will. 


16:33 tribulation. This is literally “pressure” and figu- 
ratively means “affliction” or “distress.” 

17:1-2 the hour has come. Throughout the Gospel 
of John, Jesus referred to the cross as His “hour” (2:4; 
7:30; 8:20; 12:23; 13:1). The time for Him to die had 
arrived. Glorify Your Son. Jesus was asking that His 
mission to the world would be made known through 
the cross. The reasons for this request are twofold: (1) 
that Your Son also may glorify You. In the cross, Jesus 
reveals the Father to the world, that is, His love and 
justice, and (2) that, through Jesus’ death on the 
cross, God would provide forgiveness of sins and give 
eternal life to all those who believe in His Son. 

17:3 that they may know You. Eternal life consists 
of a growing knowledge of the only true God as 
opposed to false gods. 

17:11 keep through Your name. This verse reveals 
Jesus’ sensitivity to the plight of His disciples brought 
on by His departure. He was going to the Father, but 
they would be left behind. Jesus asked the Father to 
keep them true to the revelation of God that Jesus 
had given to them while He was with them. The dis- 
ciples would have a new union with the Father and 
Son through the future indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
17:14-16 of the world. This verse has profound 
implications for discipleship. Our desire should not 
be to isolate ourselves from the world, but to use 
Christ’s Word and the Holy Spirit's power to serve Him 


while our life lasts. Yet, at the same time, we should 
not become like the world, succumbing to the evil 
influences of the world. 

17:17 Sanctify them. This means “to set apart.” 
There are two ways to understand this statement: (1) 
as separate for holiness, or (2) as set apart for service. 
According to the first view, Jesus was praying not 
only that the disciples should be kept from evil, but 
that they should advance in holiness. 

17:21 that they all may be one. The present tense of 
the verb “to be” indicates that Jesus was praying for 
the unity that takes place through the sanctification 
of believers. This is what Jesus was commanding in 
13:34-35. 

17:22 the glory. This is the revelation of Jesus Christ 
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one: 23] in them, and You in Me; #that they 
may be made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that You have sent Me, 
and have loved them as You have loved Me. 

241“Father, I desire that they also whom 
You gave Me may be with Me where I am, 
that they may behold My glory which You 
have given Me; “for You loved Me before 
the foundation of the world. 250 righteous 
Father! "The world has not known You, but 
oJ have known You; and these have known 
that You sent Me. 264And I have declared to 
them Your name, and will declare it, that 
the love with which You loved Me may be 
in them, and I in them.” 


Betrayal and Arrest in Gethsemane 
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, 
He went out with His disciples over 

>the Brook Kidron, where there was a gar- 
den, which He and His disciples entered. 
2And Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew 
the place; cfor Jesus often met there with 
His disciples. 3¢Then Judas, having re- 
ceived a detachment of troops, and officers 
from the chief priests and Pharisees, came 
there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. 
4Jesus therefore, knowing all things that 
would come upon Him, went forward and 
said to them, “Whom are you seeking?” 

5They answered Him, f“Jesus of Naza- 
reth.” 

Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Ju- 
das, who “betrayed Him, also stood with 
them. Now when He said to them, “I am 
He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 

7Then He asked them again, “Whom are 
you seeking?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

8Jesus answered, “I have told you that I 
am He. Therefore, if you seek Me, let these 
go their way,” 9that the saying might be 
fulfilled which He spoke, “Of those whom 
You gave Me I have lost none.” 

10'Then Simon Peter, having a sword, 
drew it and struck the high priest’s ser- 
vant, and cut off his right ear. The servant’s 
name was Malchus. 
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So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword 
into the sheath. Shall I not drink ithe cup 
which My Father has given Me?” 


Before the High Priest 

12Then the detachment of troops and the 
captain and the officers of the Jews arrest- 
ed Jesus and bound Him. !8And #they led 
Him away to 'Annas first, for he was the 
father-in-law of "Caiaphas who was high 
priest that year. 4"Now it was Caiaphas 
who advised the Jews that it was expedi- 
ent that one man should die for the people. 


Peter Denies Jesus 

150And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and 
so did Panother* disciple. Now that disciple 
was known tothe high priest, and went with 
Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest. 
16aBut Peter stood at the door outside. Then 
the other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to her who 
kept the door, and brought Peter in. !7Then 
the servant girl who kept the door said to 
Peter, “You are not also one of this Man’s 
disciples, are you?” 

He said, “I am "not.” 

18Now the servants and officers who had 
made a fire of coals stood there, for it was 
cold, and they warmed themselves. And 
Peter stood with them and warmed him- 
self. 


Jesus Questioned by the High 


Priest 

19The high priest then asked Jesus about 
His disciples and His doctrine. 

20Jesus answered him, ‘“I spoke open- 
ly to the world. I always taught tin syna- 
gogues and “in the temple, where the Jews 
always meet,* and in secret I have said 
nothing. 2! Why do you ask Me? Ask those 
who have heard Me what I said to them. 
Indeed they know what I said.” 


* 18:15 M-Text reads the other. 
reads where all the Jews meet. 


* 18:20 NU-Text 


through His disciples and is the means to unity. Such 
unity begins with belief and correct thinking about 
Jesus and God the Father, that is, with doctrine. But 
correct belief must bear fruit—a life that demon- 
strates God’s love and produces unity between all 
believers. 

17:23 | in them, and You in me. The mutual indwell- 
ing of the Father in the Son and the Son in the church 
is also the means to unity, the ultimate expression of 
God's love (13:35; Rom. 8:17). 

18:1 Brook Kidron. A brook was located in a ravine 
that was between Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives. 
18:3 officers. These were members of the temple 
police under the command of the Jewish council, the 
Sanhedrin. 

18:13 Annas. Annas was high priest from A.D. 7 to 
14. He was deposed by the Romans. Then Caiaphas, 
Annas’ son-in-law, was appointed to the position 
and served from A.D. 18 to 37. However, according 


to Jewish law the high priest was a lifetime position, 
so the Jews still considered Annas to be high priest. 
Therefore, they took Jesus to Annas first. 

18:15 another disciple. Although this other disciple 
is never identified, the consensus is that he was John, 
the author of this Gospel. 

18:21 Ask those who have heard. According to the 
law, the witnesses for the defense had to be called 
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22And when He had said these things, 
one of the officers who stood by wstruck 
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, 
“Do You answer the high priest like that?” 

23 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the evil; but if well, 
why do you strike Me?” 

24xThen Annas sent Him bound to 
yCaiaphas the high priest. 


Peter Denies Twice More 

25Now Simon Peter stood and warmed 
himself. Therefore they said to him, “You 
are not also one of His disciples, are you?” 

He denied it and said, “I am not!” 

26One of the servants of the high priest, a 
relative of him whose ear Peter cut off, said, 
“Did I not see you in the garden with Him?” 
27Peter then denied again; and ¢immediate- 
ly a rooster crowed. 


In Pilate’s Court 

28bThen they led Jesus from Caiaphas to 
the Praetorium, and it was early morning. 
cBut they themselves did not go into the 
Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but 
that they might eat the Passover. 294Pilate 
then went out to them and said, “What ac- 
cusation do you bring against this Man?” 

30They answered and said to him, “If He 
were not an evildoer, we would not have 
delivered Him up to you.” 

31Then Pilate said to them, “You take 
Him and judge Him according to your law.” 

Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is 
not lawful for us to put anyone to death,” 
2ethat the saying of Jesus might be ful- 
filled which He spoke, fsignifying by what 
death He would die. 


33¢Then Pilate entered the Praetorium 
again, called Jesus, and said to Him, “Are 
You the King of the Jews?” 

34Jesus answered him, “Are you speak- 
ing for yourself about this, or did others tell 
you this concerning Me?” 

35Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your 
own nation and the chief priests have de- 
livered You to me. What have You done?” 

36hJesus answered, ‘“My kingdom is not 
of this world. If My kingdom were of this 
world, My servants would fight, so that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews; but 
now My kingdom is not from here.” 

37Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You 
a king then?” 

Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I 
am a king. For this cause I was born, and 
for this cause I have come into the world, 
ithat I should bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who /is of the truth “hears My 
voice.” 

38Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” 
And when he had said this, he went out 
again to the Jews, and said to them, "“I find 
no fault in Him at all. 


Taking the Place of Barabbas 

390“But you have a custom that I should 
release someone to you at the Passover. Do 
you therefore want me to release to you the 
King of the Jews?” 

40>Then they all cried again, saying, 
“Not this Man, but Barabbas!” «Now 
Barabbas was a robber. 


The Soldiers Mock Jesus 
1 So then @Pilate took Jesus and 
scourged Him. 2And the soldiers 


first. Jesus should not have been questioned until 
witnesses had testified. 

18:27 Peter then denied again. For the third time, 
Peter denied the Lord, as Jesus had said he would 
(13:38). In the upper room, Peter had boasted that he 
would remain true to the Lord to the end (13:37; Matt. 
26:33,35). In the garden he surrendered to the desires 
of his body by sleeping three times when the Lord 
had commanded the disciples to stay up in prayer 
(Mark 14:34—42). Now he submitted to the pressure 
of the world and denied the Lord three times. 

18:28 the Praetorium. This was probably the Roman 
governor's official residence, the Fortress Antonia 
near the temple. 

18:29-30 What accusation. Pilate was not ignorant 
of the accusation. He was merely requesting that it 
be formally stated. 

18:31 It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death. 
The Romans did not allow the Jews to impose capital 
punishment. These Jewish leaders had no interest in 
a just trial; they simply wanted permission from Rome 
to have Jesus executed. 

18:34 Are you speaking for yourself. |n reply to 
Pilate, Jesus gave no violent protest of innocence, 
nor was He sullenly defiant. Jesus politely but directly 
asked whether Pilate was asking on his own initiative 
or whether the charge was secondhand. If Pilate’s 
question originated with him, he was using king in 


the Roman sense of political ruler. If not, then king 
was being used in the Jewish sense of the messianic 
king. 

18:38 What is truth? This question has been inter- 
preted as (1) a cynical denial of the possibility of 
knowing truth; (2) a contemptuous jest at anything so 
impractical as abstract truth; and (3) a desire to know 
what no one had been able to tell him. no fault. This 
is a legal term meaning that there were no grounds 
for a criminal charge. 

18:39 you have acustom. It appears that some in the 
crowd suggested that a prisoner should be released 
in honor of the Passover (Mark 15:8,11). Pilate jumped 
at the possible compromise. By promising to release 
Jesus on account of the custom rather than by pro- 
claiming Him innocent, Pilate would avoid insulting 
the Jewish leaders, who had already pronounced Him 
guilty. 
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twisted a crown of thorns and put it on His 
head, and they put on Him a purple robe. 
3Then they said,* “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
And they »struck Him with their hands. 

4Pilate then went out again, and said to 
them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to 
you, cthat you may know that I find no fault 
in Him.” 


Pilate’s Decision 

5Then Jesus came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple robe. And 
Pilate said to them, “Behold the Man!” 

6dTherefore, when the chief priests and 
officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, 
“Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 

Pilate said to them, “You take Him and 
crucify Him, for I find no fault in Him.” 

7The Jews answered him, e“We have a 
law, and according to our* law He ought 
to die, because ‘He made Himself the Son 
of God.” 

8Therefore, when Pilate heard that say- 
ing, he was the more afraid, 9and went 
again into the Praetorium, and said to 
Jesus, “Where are You from?” £But Jesus 
gave him no answer. 

10Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not 
speaking to me? Do You not know that I 
have power to crucify You, and power to 
release You?” 

llJesus answered, "“You could have no 
power at all against Me unless it had been 
given you from above. Therefore ‘the one 
who delivered Me to you has the greater 
sin.” 

12From then on Pilate sought to release 
Him, but the Jews cried out, saying, “If you 
let this Man go, you are not Caesar’s friend. 
iWhoever makes himself a king speaks 
against Caesar.” 

13k When Pilate therefore heard that say- 
ing, he brought Jesus out and sat down in 
the judgment seat in a place that is called 
The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
14Now ‘it was the Preparation Day of the 
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Passover, and about the sixth hour. And he 
said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 

But they cried out, “Away with Him, 
away with Him! Crucify Him!” 

Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 
King?” 

The chief priests answered, ™“We have 
no king but Caesar!” 

16nThen he delivered Him to them to be 
crucified. Then they took Jesus and led 
Him away.* 


The King on a Cross 

17oAnd He, bearing His cross, ’went out 
to a place called the Place of a Skull, which 
is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, !8where they 
crucified Him, and ¢two others with Him, 
one on either side, and Jesus in the center. 
19rNow Pilate wrote a title and put it on the 
cross. And the writing was: 


JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 


20Then many of the Jews read this title, for 
the place where Jesus was crucified was 
near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin. 

21Therefore the chief priests of the Jews 
said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of 
the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the King of 
the Jews.”’” 

22Pilate answered, “What I have written, 
Ihave written.” 

23sThen the soldiers, when they had cru- 
cified Jesus, took His garments and made 
four parts, to each soldier a part, and also 
the tunic. Now the tunic was without seam, 
woven from the top in one piece. 24They 
said therefore among themselves, “Let us 
not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall 
be,” that the Scripture might be fulfilled 
which says: 


* 19:3 NU-Text reads And they came up to 
Himand said. *19:7 NU-Text reads the law. 
* 19:16 NU-Text omits and led Him away. 


19:4 | am bringing Him out to you. Perhaps Pilate 
was appealing to the people’s compassion so that he 
could release Jesus. 

19:7 We have a law. The Jewish leaders were telling 
Pilate, “If you are appealing to us, we say that, accord- 
ing to our law, He must die.” As governor, Pilate was 
bound by Roman custom to respect Jewish law. He 
made Himself the Son of God. The Jewish leaders 
were accusing Jesus of violating the laws against 
blasphemy (Lev. 24:16). 

19:9 Jesus gave him no answer. Three times Pilate 
had publicly pronounced Jesus innocent (18:38; 
19:4,6). 

19:12 you are not Caesar’s friend. The Jews shifted 
their focus from the religious charge (v. 7) to the 
political charge (18:33), which they backed up with 
an appeal to Caesar’s own political interest. This new 
plea forced Pilate to choose between yielding to an 
indefinite sense of right or escaping the danger of an 
accusation from Rome. 

19:19 wrote a title. It was a Roman custom to write 


the name of the condemned person and his crime on 
a plaque to be placed above his head at execution. 
19:20 written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. Mul- 
tilingual inscriptions were common. The title was 
written in the local, common, and official languages 
of the day. Everyone could read the message in his or 
her own language. 

19:23 the soldiers. According to Roman law, the gar- 
ments of a condemned criminal belonged to the exe- 
cutioners. Jesus had two items of clothing. The cloak 
was a large, loose garment. The tunic was a close-fit- 
ting garment that went from the neck to the knees. 
19:24 cast lots. The outer garment could be 
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t“They divided My garments among 
them, 
And for My clothing they cast lots.”* 


Therefore the soldiers did these things. 


Behold Your Mother 

25uNow there stood by the cross of Jesus 
His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of VClopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26When Jesus therefore saw His mother, 
and “the disciple whom He loved standing 
by, He said to His mother, *“Woman, behold 
your son!” 27Then He said to the disciple, 
“Behold your mother!” And from that hour 
that disciple took her Yto his own home. 


It Is Finished 

28After this, Jesus, knowing* that all 
things were now accomplished, zthat the 
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 
29Now a vessel full of sour wine was sitting 
there; and ¢they filled a sponge with sour 
wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His 
mouth. 3°So when Jesus had received the 
sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And 
bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 


Jesus’ Side Is Pierced 

3lcTherefore, because it was the Prepa- 
ration Day, “that the bodies should not 
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for 
that Sabbath was a ¢high day), the Jews 
asked Pilate that their legs might be bro- 
ken, and that they might be taken away. 
32Then the soldiers came and broke the 
legs of the first and of the other who was 
crucified with Him. 33But when they came 
to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, 
fthey did not break His legs. 34But one of 
the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, 
and immediately blood and water came 
out. 35And he who has seen has testified, 
and his testimony is "true; and he knows 
that he is telling the truth, so that you may 


ibelieve. 36For these things were done that 
the Scripture should be fulfilled, /“Not one 
of His bones shall be broken.”* 37And again 
another Scripture says, *“They shall look 
on Him whom they pierced.”* 


Jesus Buried in Joseph's Tomb 

381A fter this, Joseph of Arimathea, being 
a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of 
the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave 
him permission. So he came and took the 
body of Jesus. 38And "Nicodemus, who at 
first came to Jesus by night, also came, 
bringing a mixture of °myrrh and aloes, 
about a hundred pounds. 49Then they took 
the body of Jesus, and »bound it in strips of 
linen with the spices, as the custom of the 
Jews is to bury. 44Now in the place where 
He was crucified there was a garden, and 
in the garden a new tomb in which no one 
had yet been laid. 42So ¢there they laid 
Jesus, "because of the Jews’ Preparation 
Day, for the tomb was nearby. 


The Empty Tomb 
20 Now the ¢first day of the week Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb early, 
while it was still dark, and saw that the 
bstone had been taken away from the tomb. 
2Then she ran and came to Simon Peter, 
and to the ‘other disciple, (whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid Him.” 
3ePeter therefore went out, and the other 
disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4So 
they both ran together, and the other dis- 
ciple outran Peter and came to the tomb 
first. 5And he, stooping down and looking 
in, saw ‘the linen cloths lying there; yet he 


*19:24 Psalm 22:18 * 19:28 M-Text reads seeing. 
* 19:36 Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34:20 
* 19:37 Zechariah 12:10 


conveniently divided, but the inner garment could 
not. Thus, the soldiers divided the outer one and cast 
lots for the inner one. Unknowingly, the soldiers ful- 
filled David's prophecy in Psalm 22:18. 

19:30 It is finished. Having fulfilled every command of 
the Father and every prophecy of Scripture, Jesus vol- 
untarily died. This was not a cry of exhaustion, but of 
completion. Jesus had done what He had agreed to do. 
19:31 the Preparation Day. This day was Friday, the 
day before the Sabbath. Bodies should not remain 
on the cross. It is ironic that in the midst of a deliber- 
ate judicial murder the Jews were scrupulous about 
keeping the ceremonial law. According to Jewish law 
(Deut. 21:23), it was necessary to remove the bodies 
of executed criminals before sunset. To avoid break- 
ing the law, the Jews requested that the legs of the 
condemned be broken so that the men would die 
quickly and could be removed from their crosses. 
With his legs broken, a victim could no longer lift his 
body in order to breathe and would soon suffocate. 
19:34 one of the soldiers pierced His side. After the 
soldier did this, blood and water came out, indicating 


that Jesus was already dead. Only blood would have 
flowed from a living body. 

19:35 he who has seen. John’s words can be trusted 
because he is giving an eyewitness account, so that 
his readers will believe that Jesus is the Savior. 

20:2 They have taken away the Lord. Mary Magda- 
ene jumped to the wrong conclusion. 

20:5 the linen cloths lying. No one who came to 
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did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, fol- 
lowing him, and went into the tomb; and he 
saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and sthe 
handkerchief that had been around His 
head, not lying with the linen cloths, but 
folded together in a place by itself. 8Then 
the hother disciple, who came to the tomb 
first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 
9For as yet they did not know the ‘Scrip- 
ture, that He must rise again from the dead. 
10Then the disciples went away again to 
their own homes. 


Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen 


Lord 

1iBut Mary stood outside by the tomb 
weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb. !2And she 
saw two angels in white sitting, one at the 
head and the other at the feet, where the 
body of Jesus had lain. !8Then they said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 

She said to them, “Because they have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid Him.” 

144kNow when she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, and 'did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?” 

She, supposing Him to be the gardener, 
said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him 
away, tell me where You have laid Him, and 
I will take Him away.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned and said to Him,* “Rabboni!” 
(which is to say, Teacher). 

17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, 
for I have not yet "ascended to My Father; 
but go to °My brethren and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to My Father and your Fa- 
ther, and to “My God and your God.’” 

18"Mary Magdalene came and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord,* and 
that He had spoken these things to her. 


The Apostles Commissioned 
19sThen, the same day at evening, being 
the first day of the week, when the doors 
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were shut where the disciples were assem- 
bled,* for ‘fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in the midst, and said to them, 
u“Peace be with you.” 20When He had said 
this, He vyshowed them His hands and His 
side. YThen the disciples were glad when 
they saw the Lord. 

21So Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
to you! xAs the Father has sent Me, I also 
send you.” 22And when He had said this, 
He breathed on them, and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23yIf you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 
if you retain the sins of any, they are re- 
tained.” 


Seeing and Believing 

24Now Thomas, 2called the Twin, one of 
the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25The other disciples therefore said 
to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 

So he said to them, “Unless I see in His 
hands the print of the nails, and put my fin- 
ger into the print of the nails, and put my 
hand into His side, I will not believe.” 

26And after eight days His disciples 
were again inside, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, 
and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace 
to you!” 27Then He said to Thomas, “Reach 
your finger here, and look at My hands; 
and “reach your hand here, and put it into 
My side. Do not be “unbelieving, but be- 
lieving.” 

28And Thomas answered and said to 
Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29Jesus said to him, “Thomas,* because 
you have seen Me, you have believed. 
cBlessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed.” 


That You May Believe 
30And 4truly Jesus did many other signs 
in the presence of His disciples, which are 


* 20:16 NU-Text adds in Hebrew. *20:18 NU- 
Text reads disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” ... 

* 20:19 NU-Text omits assembled. *20:29 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit Thomas. 


steal the body would have taken the time to unwrap 
it and leave the clothes behind. 

20:6 saw the linen cloths. The Greek term implies 
an intense stare, in contrast to the more casual look 
described in verse 5. Peter went into the tomb to get 
a good look. He carefully examined the place where 
Jesus’ body had been. 

20:9 they did not know the Scripture. The disciples 
believed because of what they saw in the tomb (v. 8), 
not because of what they knew from Old Testament 
passages describing the Savior’s resurrection (Luke 
24:25-27). Jesus had prophesied His death and res- 
urrection in the disciples’ presence, but the disciples 
had not understood what He was talking about. 
20:17 Do not cling to Me. This means “to fasten one- 
self to” or “to hold.” Mary had grabbed Christ and 
was holding on to Him as if she would never turn Him 
loose. 


20:19 Jesus came and stood in the midst. Christ's 
appearance was miraculous because the doors were 
shut. Jesus, as God, could perform a variety of mira- 
cles without requiring a change in His humanity. Here 
Christ's body was a physical body, the same body in 
which He died and was buried. The difference is that 
His flesh had been changed to take on immortality 
and incorruptibility (1 Cor. 15:53). 
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not written in this book; 3!¢but these are 
written that fyou may believe that Jesus sis 
the Christ, the Son of God, "and that believ- 
ing you may have life in His name. 


Breakfast by the Sea 
2 After these things Jesus showed Him- 
self again to the disciples at the “Sea 
of Tiberias, and in this way He showed 
Himself: 2Simon Peter, ?>Thomas called the 
Twin, ‘Nathanael of ¢Cana in Galilee, ethe 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of His dis- 
ciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” 

They said to him, “We are going with 
you also.” They went out and immediate- 
ly* got into the boat, and that night they 
caught nothing. 4But when the morning 
had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; 
yet the disciples fdid not know that it was 
Jesus. 5Then sJesus said to them, “Chil- 
dren, have you any food?” 

They answered Him, “No.” 

6And He said to them, ”“Cast the net on 
the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast, and now they were not 
able to draw it in because of the multitude 
of fish. 

7Therefore ‘that disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” Now 
when Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on his outer garment (for 
he had removed it), and plunged into the 
sea. 8But the other disciples came in the 
little boat (for they were not far from 
land, but about two hundred cubits), 
dragging the net with fish. 9Then, as 
soon as they had come to land, they saw 
a fire of coals there, and fish laid on it, 
and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring 
some of the fish which you have just 
caught.” 

11Simon Peter went up and dragged the 
net to land, full of large fish, one hundred 
and fifty-three; and although there were 
so many, the net was not broken. !2Jesus 
said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” 
Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, 
“Who are You?”—knowing that it was 
the Lord. 13Jesus then came and took the 
bread and gave it to them, and likewise 
the fish. 


“4This is now the third time Jesus 
showed Himself to His disciples after He 
was raised from the dead. 


Jesus Restores Peter 

15So when they had eaten breakfast, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 
Jonah,* do you love Me more than these?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You.” 

He said to him, '“Feed My lambs.” 

16He said to him again a second time, 
“Simon, son of Jonah,* do you love Me?” 

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know 
that I love You.” 

mHe said to him, “Tend My "sheep.” 

17He said to him the third time, “Simon, 
son of Jonah,* do you love Me?” Peter was 
grieved because He said to him the third 
time, “Do you love Me?” 

And he said to Him, “Lord, °You know 
all things; You know that I love You.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 
18»Most assuredly, I say to you, when you 
were younger, you girded yourself and 
walked where you wished; but when you 
are old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and another will gird you and carry you 
where you do not wish.” 19This He spoke, 
signifying %by what death he would glori- 
fy God. And when He had spoken this, He 
said to him, “Follow Me.” 


The Beloved Disciple and His Book 

20Then Peter, turning around, saw the 
disciple swhom Jesus loved following, ‘who 
also had leaned on His breast at the supper, 
and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays 
You?” 21Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, 
“But Lord, what about this man?” 

22Jesus said to him, “If I will that he re- 
main “till I come, what is that to you? You 
follow Me.” 

23Then this saying went out among the 
brethren that this disciple would not die. 
Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would 
not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I 
come, what is that to you?” 


* 21:3 NU-Text omits immediately. * 21:15 NU- 
Text reads John. * 21:16 NU-Text reads John. 
* 21:17 NU-Text reads John. 


20:31 that you may believe. John states the purpose 
of his book, which was to convince his readers that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah who fulfilled God's 
promises to Israel. Jesus is the Son of God, God in 
the flesh. By believing these things, a person obtains 
eternal life (1:12). 

21:4 the disciples did not know. Perhaps the apos- 
tles did not recognize Jesus because they were pre- 
occupied with their work, as Mary Magdalene had 
been with her sorrow (20:14). In addition, there was 
not much light at this time of day. 

21:7 Peter... plunged into the sea. John was the 
first to recognize the Lord; Peter was the first to act. 
21:17 You know that I love You. Peter denied the 


Lord at least three times. Here, he affirmed his love 
for the third time. 

21:20-21 the disciple whom Jesus loved. This is 
commonly considered to be John, the author of this 
Gospel. 
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24This is the disciple who “testifies of 
these things, and wrote these things; and 
we know that his testimony is true. 

25wAnd there are also many other things 


John 21:25 @ 1201 
that Jesus did, which if they were written 
one by one, *I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that 
would be written. Amen. 


21:24 This is the disciple. This is basically John’s sig- 
nature to his Gospel. 

21:25 there are also many other things that Jesus 
did. The Gospel of John is truthful (v. 24), but it is not 
exhaustive. 


21:24 John 19:35 
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THE 


ACTS 


OF THE APOSTLES 


> AUTHOR: There are many “we” sections in Acts that imply the author was present 
for these events (16:10-17; 20:5—21:18; 27:1—28:16). These sections of Acts are the 
historical record of an eyewitness. For the remainder of this book, Luke no doubt fol- 
lowed the same careful investigative procedures that he used in writing his Gospel 
(Luke 1:1-4). As a close traveling companion of Paul, Luke had access to the principal 
eyewitness for chapters 13-18. It is also likely that he had opportunities to interview 
such key witnesses in Jerusalem as Peter and John for the information in chapters 
13-28. Modern archaeological discoveries have strikingly confirmed the trustwor- 
thiness and precision of Luke as an historian. 


> TIME: c. A.D. 33-62 > KEY VERSES: Acts 2:42-47 


> THEME: Acts is the record of how the events surrounding Jesus’ life and death 
and resurrection resulted in this worldwide movement called the church. The book 
is certainly not a comprehensive history. Acts is more like a photo album of snap- 
shots. It is the record of an eyewitness who wrote about what he saw and what 
seemed to be the critical events in the beginnings of the church and its movement 
out of Jerusalem to the rest of the world. One could say that the Book of Acts is an 
elaboration on Acts 1:8: “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa- 


maria, and to the end of the earth.” 


Prologue 

The former account I made, O ¢Theophi- 

lus, of all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach, 2/until the day in which He was 
taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit 
chad given commandments to the apostles 
whom He had chosen, 3¢to whom He also 
presented Himself alive after His suffering 
by many infallible proofs, being seen by 
them during forty days and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 


The Holy Spirit Promised 

4eAnd being assembled together with 
them, He commanded them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise 


of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have 
fheard from Me; 5sfor John truly baptized 
with water, "but you shall be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
6Therefore, when they had come together, 
they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7And He said to them, ‘“It is not for you to 
iknow times or seasons which the Father 
has put in His own authority. 8kBut you 
shall receive power ‘when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and “you shall be wit- 
nesses to Me* in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and "Samaria, and to the °end of the earth.” 


* 1:8 NU-Text reads My witnesses. 


1:3 many infallible proofs. This is the only time the 
Greek word tekmerion occurs, emphasizing the cer- 
tainty of the resurrection. 

1:5 Baptism—The promised Holy Spirit (Is. 32:15; 
Joel 2:28-32) is a gift to believers after the glorifica- 
tion of Jesus (John 7:39). John baptized for forgive- 
ness of sins, but the outpouring of the Spirit resulted 
from Christ’s victory and exaltation to God's right 
hand (2:33). Believers are sealed until redemption 
(Eph. 1:13), made one body, and caused to drink of 
one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13). The baptism of the Spirit is 
the immersion in the Spirit and uniting of believers 
into one body. 

1:8 Living by Faith—God designed the Christian 
life to be one lived in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Believers must appropriate daily, by faith, the power 


of the Holy Spirit to live as Christians (Rom. 8:4—-5). 
This means that the believer trusts the Spirit to 
empower him in specific instances such as resisting 
temptation, being faithful, and sharing one’s faith. 
There is no secret formula that makes the Spirit’s 
power operational in our lives. Scripture tells us that 
the Spirit dwells and operates in us (1 Cor. 6:9). We 
have to learn by experience through interaction with 
God to understand how that dynamic works. First the 
disciples received the Holy Spirit. Then He gave them 
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Jesus Ascends to Heaven 

SpNow when He had spoken these 
things, while they watched, 7He was taken 
up, and a cloud received Him out of their 
sight. !©And while they looked steadfast- 
ly toward heaven as He went up, behold, 
two men stood by them "in white apparel, 
llwho also said, “Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, ‘will so come in like manner 
as you saw Him go into heaven.” 


The Upper Room Prayer Meeting 

12tThen they returned to Jerusalem from 
the mount called Olivet, which is near Je- 
rusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey. ’And 
when they had entered, they went up “into 
the upper room where they were staying: 
vPeter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip 
and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; 
James the son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot; and *Judas the son of James. 
MyThese all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication,* with 7the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with 
aHis brothers. 


Matthias Chosen 

15A nd in those days Peter stood up in the 
midst of the disciples* (altogether the num- 
ber bof names was about a hundred and 
twenty), and said, 16*Men and brethren, 
this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth 
of David concerning Judas, ¢who became a 
guide to those who arrested Jesus; !7for che 
was numbered with us and obtained a part 
in fthis ministry.” 

182(Now this man purchased a field with 
nthe wages of iniquity; and falling head- 
long, he burst open in the middle and all 
his entrails gushed out. 19And it became 
known to all those dwelling in Jerusalem; 
so that field is called in their own language, 
Akel Dama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms: 


i‘Let his dwelling place be desolate, 
And let no one live in it’* 


and, 
i‘Let* another take his office.”* 


21“Therefore, of these men who have 
accompanied us all the time that the Lord 
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Jesus went in and out among us, 22begin- 
ning from the baptism of John to that day 
when He was taken up from us, one of 
these must ‘become a witness with us of 
His resurrection.” 

23 And they proposed two: Joseph called 
mBarsabas, who was surnamed Justus, 
and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, 
“You, O Lord, "who know the hearts of all, 
show which of these two You have chosen 
250to take part in this ministry and apos- 
tleship from which Judas by transgression 
fell, that he might go to his own place.” 
26And they cast their lots, and the lot fell 
on Matthias. And he was numbered with 
the eleven apostles. 


Coming of the Holy Spirit 

When “the Day of Pentecost had fully 

come, they were all with one accord* 
in one place. 2And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, as of arushing mighty 
wind, and it cfilled the whole house where 
they were sitting. ?Then there appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one 
sat upon each of them. 4And ¢they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
eto speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. 


The Crowd’s Response 

5And there were dwelling in Jerusalem 
Jews, ‘devout men, from every nation under 
heaven. 6And when this sound occurred, 
the multitude came together, and were 
confused, because everyone heard them 
speak in his own language. 7Then they 
were all amazed and marveled, saying to 
one another, “Look, are not all these who 
speak "Galileans? 8And how is it that we 
hear, each in our own language in which 
we were born? 9Parthians and Medes and 
Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopota- 
mia, Judea and ‘Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 0Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and prose- 
lytes, "Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 
speaking in our own tongues the won- 
derful works of God.” !2So they were all 


* 1:14 NU-Text omits and supplication. 

*1:15 NU-Text reads brethren. *1:20 Psalm 
69:25 ¢ Psalm 109:8 ° Greek episkopen, position 
of overseer *2:1 NU-Text reads together. 


power and finally the disciples were told they would 
be Christ’s witness to the very ends of the earth. 
Effective witness requires that we first learn to rely on 
the Spirit to help us. 

1:14 with one accord. The disciples were like- 
minded; the people put aside personal positions and 
took ona common goal. True unity is an act of grace. 
2:4 tongues. This means “diverse languages” and 
was essential to the rapid worldwide spread of the 
gospel. Those gathered for Pentecost came from 
around the known world and had various “mother 
tongues.” 
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amazed and perplexed, saying to one an- 
other, “Whatever could this mean?” 

13Others mocking said, “They are full of 
new wine.” 


Peter’s Sermon 

M4But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
raised his voice and said to them, “Men of 
Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let 
this be known to you, and heed my words. 
15For these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
isince it is only the third hour of the day. 
16But this is what was spoken by the proph- 
et Joel: 


17 ‘Ande it shall come to pass in the last 
days, says God, 
'That I will pour out of My Spirit on all 
flesh; 
Your sons and ™your daughters shall 
prophesy, 
Your young men shall see visions, 
Your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 And on My menservants and on My 
maidservants 
I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 
nAnd they shall prophesy. 

19 oJ will show wonders in heaven above 
And signs in the earth beneath: 
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

20 pThe sun shall be turned into darkness, 
And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and 
awesome day of the LORD. 

21 And it shall come to pass 
That whoever calls on the name of 

the LORD 
Shall be saved.”* 


22“Mfen of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 
"by miracles, wonders, and signs which 
God did through Him in your midst, as 
you yourselves also know— 23Him, ‘being 
delivered by the determined purpose and 
foreknowledge of God, tyou have taken* 
by lawless hands, have crucified, and put 
to death; 244whom God raised up, having 
loosed the pains of death, because it was 
not possible that He should be held by it. 
25For David says concerning Him: 


vT foresaw the LORD always before my 
face, 
For He is at my right hand, that I may 
not be shaken. 


26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my 
tongue was glad; 
Moreover my flesh also will rest in 
hope. 
27 For You will not leave my soul in 
Hades, 
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to 
see “corruption. 
28 You have made known to me the ways 
of life; 
You will make me full of joy in Your 
presence.”* 


29“Men and brethren, let me speak freely 
to you xof the patriarch David, that he is 
both dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. 3°Therefore, being a prophet, 
yand knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that of the fruit of his body, ac- 
cording to the flesh, He would raise up the 
Christ to sit on his throne,* 3!he, foreseeing 
this, spoke concerning the resurrection of 
the Christ, that His soul was not left in 
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 
32aThis Jesus God has raised up, »of which 
we are all witnesses. 33Therefore cbeing 
exalted to ¢the right hand of God, and ehav- 
ing received from the Father the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which 
you now see and hear. 

34“For David did not ascend into the 
heavens, but he says himself: 


®*The LORD said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, 
35 Till Imake Your enemies Your 
footstool.”’* 


36“Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly that God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” 

37Now when they heard this, "they were 
cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” 

38Then Peter said to them, ‘“Repent, 
and let every one of you be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 


* 2:21 Joel 2:28-32 *2:23 NU-Text omits have 
taken. *2:28 Psalm 16:8-11 *2:30 NU-Text 
omits according to the flesh, He would raise up 
the Christ and completes the verse with He would 
seat one onhis throne. *2:35 Psalm 110:1 


2:17 visions... dreams. The Holy Spirit was poured 
out on the church at the beginning of this final age 
of Scripture. 

2:37 Conviction of the Holy Spirit—Peter’s 
preaching was extremely effective, for it came “in 
power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance” 
(1 Thess. 1:5). The result was they were “cut to the 
heart.” Their response was, “brethren, what shall we 
do?” The reality was that conviction by the Holy Spirit 
brought about a real search for an answer. Such a 
consciousness of sin is an indispensable prerequisite 
to conversion. 


2:38 Repent. Peter called the Jews to turn their backs 
on their former lives and change. Faith involves an 
action of belief by those who accept Jesus. 
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Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is to you and 
ito your children, and #to all who are afar 
off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 


A Vital Church Grows 

40And with many other words he testi- 
fied and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved 
from this perverse generation.” 41Then 
those who gladly* received his word were 
baptized; and that day about three thou- 
sand souls were added to them. 42!And 
they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. 42Then fear came 
upon every soul, and "many wonders and 
signs were done through the apostles. 
44Now all who believed were together, and 
nhad all things in common, “and sold their 
possessions and goods, and odivided them 
among all, as anyone had need. 

46»So continuing daily with one accord 
ain the temple, and "breaking bread from 
house to house, they ate their food with 
gladness and simplicity of heart, 47praising 
God and having favor with all the people. 
And sthe Lord added to the church* daily 
those who were being saved. 


A Lame Man Healed 

Now Peter and John went up together 

ato the temple at the hour of prayer, °the 
ninth hour. And ¢a certain man lame from 
his mother’s womb was carried, whom they 
laid daily at the gate of the temple which 
is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those 
who entered the temple; 3who, seeing Pe- 
ter and John about to go into the temple, 
asked for alms. 4And fixing his eyes on 
him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 
5So he gave them his attention, expecting 
to receive something from them. Then 
Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, 
but what I do have I give you: ¢In the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk.” 7And he took him by the right hand 
and lifted him up, and immediately his feet 
and ankle bones received strength. 8So he, 
fleaping up, stood and walked and entered 
the temple with them—walking, leaping, 
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and praising God. 9’And all the people saw 
him walking and praising God. !Then they 
knew that it was he who "sat begging alms 
at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at 
what had happened to him. 


Preaching in Solomon's Portico 

UNow as the lame man who was healed 
held on to Peter and John, all the people 
ran together to them in the porch ‘which 
is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed. !2So 
when Peter saw it, he responded to the 
people: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel 
at this? Or why look so intently at us, as 
though by our own power or godliness we 
had made this man walk? !8iThe God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, ?glorified His Servant Jesus, whom 
you ‘delivered up and denied in the pres- 
ence of Pilate, when he was determined to 
let Him go. !4But you denied "the Holy One 
oand the Just, and Pasked for a murderer to 
be granted to you, and killed the Prince of 
life, 7whom God raised from the dead, ‘of 
which we are witnesses. 16sAnd His name, 
through faith in His name, has made this 
man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, 
the faith which comes through Him has 
given him this perfect soundness in the 
presence of you all. 

17“Yet now, brethren, I know that tyou 
did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
1But “those things which God foretold 
vby the mouth of all His prophets, that the 
Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 
19wRepent therefore and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out, so that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence 
of the Lord, 2%and that He may send Jesus 
Christ, who was preached to you before,* 
21xwhom heaven must receive until the 
times of yrestoration of all things, which 
God has spoken by the mouth of all His 


*2:41 NU-Text omits gladly. * 2:47 NU-Text 
omits to the church. *3:20 NU-Text and M-Text 
read Christ Jesus, who was ordained for you 
before. 


2:42-47 Being in the Church—Converts were 
apparently immediately incorporated into the body 
of believers that became the church. Being involved 
in the Jerusalem church clearly must have changed 
the lives of these new believers dramatically. This was 
manifested in several ways: (1) they devoted them- 
selves to new teaching; (2) they thought differently 
about all their possessions; (3) they became people of 
prayer; and (4) they ate and worshiped together with 
unified hearts. They weren't just saved from sin. They 
were saved to Christ and to this new body called the 
church, which of course is also His. We are called to be 
a part of one another's lives. We are to learn, share, 
pray, and worship together. As a body of believers, 
God expects us to have great concern for our fellow 
believers and to help one another mature. 

3:7 strength. This account is told by a physician who 
describes instant healing. Before their eyes strength 


is given to muscles and bones. The man’s feet could 
instantly hold his weight. 

3:19 Repent therefore and be converted. Peter 
challenges all to change their minds and change 
their courses. Not only is their sin addressed but their 
closed minds. 
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holy prophets since the world began. 22For 
Moses truly said to the fathers, «‘The LORD 
your God will raise up for you a Prophet 
like me from your brethren. Him you shall 
hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 
23 And it shall be that every soul who will 
not hear that Prophet shall be utterly de- 
stroyed from among the people.”* 24Yes, 
and Pall the prophets, from Samuel and 
those who follow, as many as have spo- 
ken, have also foretold* these days. 25-You 
are sons of the prophets, and of the cov- 
enant which God made with our fathers, 
saying to Abraham, ¢‘And in your seed all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”* 
26To you efirst, God, having raised up His 
Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, fin 
turning away every one of you from your 
iniquities.” 


Peter and John Arrested 

Now as they spoke to the people, the 

priests, the captain of the temple, and 
the ¢«Sadducees came upon them, 2being 
greatly disturbed that they taught the peo- 
ple and preached in Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead. 3And they laid hands on 
them, and put them in custody until the 
next day, for it was already evening. 4How- 
ever, many of those who heard the word 
believed; and the number of the men came 
to be about five thousand. 


Addressing the Sanhedrin 

5And it came to pass, on the next day, that 
their rulers, elders, and scribes, ®as well as 
bAnnas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 
Alexander, and as many as were of the fam- 
ily of the high priest, were gathered together 
at Jerusalem. 7And when they had set them 
in the midst, they asked, “By what power or 
by what name have you done this?” 


8dThen Peter, filled with the Holy Spir- 
it, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders of Israel: 9If we this day are judged 
for a good deed done to a helpless man, by 
what means he has been made well, !°let it 
be known to you all, and to all the people 
of Israel, ethat by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, fwhom 
God raised from the dead, by Him this man 
stands here before you whole. !!' This is the 
‘stone which was rejected by you builders, 
which has become the chief cornerstone.”* 
12hNor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.” 


The Name of Jesus Forbidden 

13Now when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, ‘and perceived that they 
were uneducated and untrained men, they 
marveled. And they realized that they had 
been with Jesus. 4And seeing the man who 
had been healed istanding with them, they 
could say nothing against it. 5But when 
they had commanded them to go aside 
out of the council, they conferred among 
themselves, !6saying, *“What shall we do 
to these men? For, indeed, that a notable 
miracle has been done through them is 
levident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and 
we cannot deny it. !7But so that it spreads 
no further among the people, let us severe- 
ly threaten them, that from now on they 
speak to no man in this name.” 

18mSo they called them and command- 
ed them not to speak at all nor teach in 
the name of Jesus. 18But Peter and John 
answered and said to them, "“Whether it 


* 3:23 Deuteronomy 18:15, 18,19 *3:24 NU-Text 
and M-Text read proclaimed. *3:25 Genesis 
22:18; 26:4; 28:14 *4:11 Psalm 118:22 


3:22 Messiah—Peter draws on the witness of the 
prophets who foretold the suffering of Christ. He 
quotes Moses, who spoke of a prophet like himself 
from among the Jews (Deut. 18:15-17). The cruci- 
fied, risen, and ascended Jesus has fulfilled this role 
perfectly as God’s anointed Servant sent to atone for 
humans. Jesus carried God’s authority; the words of 
Jesus must be heeded since they give life to the dying 
sinner. A person greater than Moses has come to ful- 
fill the prophets. Peter is proclaiming that Jesus is the 
deliberate fulfillment of God's promise for redemp- 
tion. 

4:1 Sadducees. The Sadducees were skeptics who 
rejected all of the Old Testament except the books 
of Moses, and who denied the resurrection from the 
dead. Peter’s teaching about the resurrection chal- 
lenged their beliefs and teaching. 

4:5 rulers, elders, and scribes. The Sanhedrin, 
which consisted of 70 men plus the high priest, was 
the highest Jewish court. The group consisted of the 
wealthiest, most educated, and most powerful Jew- 
ish men in Israel. 

4:8 The Filling of the Holy Spirit—This is the sec- 
ond description in the Book of Acts of someone being 
filled with the Holy Spirit (see 2:4; 4:31; 9:17; 13:9). The 


initial filling accompanies the baptism in the Spirit. 
This filling brought boldness for God’s work. Jesus 
had promised His disciples that they would stand 
before kings and rulers and that the Spirit of God 
within them would implant in their minds exactly 
what to say to these leaders (Matt. 10:16-20). 

4:19 listen to you more than to God. There is no 
authority apart from God. When human authority 
rejects God's authority, it becomes twisted and loses 
its right to demand compliance (5:29). God’s people 
are responsible to obey the government because it 
has been set in place by God, but when government 
directs against God's will, the Author of authority has 
the higher claim on our allegiance. We must resist any 
command that is against God’s will (Ex. 1; Dan. 3; Heb. 
11:23). 
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is right in the sight of God to listen to you 
more than to God, you judge. 29°For we 
cannot but speak the things which »we 
have seen and heard.” 21So when they had 
further threatened them, they let them go, 
finding no way of punishing them, %be- 
cause of the people, since they all "glori- 
fied God for swhat had been done. 22For the 
man was over forty years old on whom this 
miracle of healing had been performed. 


Prayer for Boldness 

23And being let go, ‘they went to their 
own companions and reported all that the 
chief priests and elders had said to them. 
24So when they heard that, they raised 
their voice to God with one accord and 
said: “Lord, “You are God, who made heav- 
en and earth and the sea, and all that is in 
them, 25who by the mouth of Your servant 
David* have said: 


v‘Why did the nations rage, 
And the people plot vain things? 
26 The kings of the earth took their 
stand, 
And the rulers were gathered together 
Against the LORD and against His 
Christ.’* 


27“For wtruly against * Your holy Servant 
Jesus, Ywhom You anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and 
the people of Israel, were gathered together 
28zto do whatever Your hand and Your pur- 
pose determined before to be done. 29Now, 
Lord, look on their threats, and grant to 
Your servants “that with all boldness they 
may speak Your word, 2%by stretching out 
Your hand to heal, "and that signs and 
wonders may be done ‘through the name 
of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 

31And when they had prayed, ¢the place 
where they were assembled together was 
shaken; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit, fand they spoke the word of 
God with boldness. 


Sharing in All Things 

32Now the multitude of those who be- 
lieved “were of one heart and one soul; 
hneither did anyone say that any of the 
things he possessed was his own, but they 
had all things in common. 33And with 
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igreat power the apostles gave ‘witness to 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And 
kgreat grace was upon them all. 34Nor was 
there anyone among them who lacked; 'for 
all who were possessors of lands or houses 
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the 
things that were sold, 35mand laid them at 
the apostles’ feet; "and they distributed to 
each as anyone had need. 

36And Joses,* who was also named Bar- 
nabas by the apostles (which is translated 
Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the 
country of Cyprus, 37°having land, sold it, 
and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. 


Lying to the Holy Spirit 
5 But a certain man named Ananias, with 
Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 
2And he kept back part of the proceeds, 
his wife also being aware of it, and brought 
a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 32But Peter said, “Ananias, why has 
bSatan filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and keep back part of the price of 
the land for yourself? 4While it remained, 
was it not your own? And after it was sold, 
was it not in your own control? Why have 
you conceived this thing in your heart? You 
have not lied to men but to God.” 

5Then Ananias, hearing these words, 
cfell down and breathed his last. So great 
fear came upon all those who heard these 
things. 6And the young men arose and 
dwrapped him up, carried him out, and 
buried him. 

7Now it was about three hours later 
when his wife came in, not knowing what 
had happened. 8And Peter answered her, 
“Tell me whether you sold the land for so 
much?” 

She said, “Yes, for so much.” 

§SThen Peter said to her, “How is it that 
you have agreed together ¢to test the Spir- 
it of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who 
have buried your husband are at the door, 
and they will carry you out.” 10'Then im- 
mediately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last. And the young men 
came in and found her dead, and carrying 


* 4:25 NU-Text reads who through the Holy Spirit, 
by the mouth of our father, Your servant David. 
*4:26 Psalm 2:1,2 *4:36 NU-Text reads Joseph. 


5:3 Filled with Satan—Satan is the father of lies 
(ohn 8:44). When Ananias and Sapphira deliberately 
lied, they took upon themselves the moral character 
of the one who is behind all lies, the devil himself. 
A person who is listening to Satan begins to act like 
Satan; his or her thoughts and actions are “filled with 
Satan” rather than reflecting the filling and direction 
of the Holy Spirit. Satan or a demon cannot possess 
someone who is filled with the Holy Spirit, but by lis- 
tening to Satan rather than the Holy Spirit a believer 
can behave like one who belongs to Satan rather than 
one who belongs to God. 

5:4 Holy Spirit—This passage confirms the deity 
of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the third Person 


of the triune Godhead. To lie to Him (v. 3) is to lie 
to God. 
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her out, buried her by her husband. 112So 
great fear came upon all the church and 
upon all who heard these things. 


Continuing Power in the Church 

And through the hands of the apos- 
tles many signs and wonders were done 
among the people. ‘And they were all with 
one accord in Solomon’s Porch. !3 Yet inone 
of the rest dared join them, *but the peo- 
ple esteemed them highly. And believers 
were increasingly added to the Lord, mul- 
titudes of both men and women, }5so that 
they brought the sick out into the streets 
and laid them on beds and couches, 'that at 
least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
fall on some of them. !6Also a multitude 
gathered from the surrounding cities to Je- 
rusalem, bringing "sick people and those 
who were tormented by unclean spirits, 
and they were all healed. 


Imprisoned Apostles Freed 

1mThen the high priest rose up, and all 
those who were with him (which is the sect 
of the Sadducees), and they were filled with 
indignation, !8°and laid their hands on the 
apostles and putthem inthe common prison. 
1sBut at night ean angel of the Lord opened 
the prison doors and brought them out, and 
said, 20“Go, stand in the temple and speak 
to the people 2all the words of this life.” 

21And when they heard that, they en- 
tered the temple early in the morning and 
taught. "But the high priest and those with 
him came and called the council together, 
with all the elders of the children of Is- 
rael, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 


Apostles on Trial Again 

22But when the officers came and did 
not find them in the prison, they returned 
and reported, 23saying, “Indeed we found 
the prison shut securely, and the guards 
standing outside* before the doors; but 
when we opened them, we found no one 
inside!” 24Now when the high priest,* sthe 
captain of the temple, and the chief priests 
heard these things, they wondered what 
the outcome would be. 25°So one came and 


told them, saying,* “Look, the men whom 
you put in prison are standing in the temple 
and teaching the people!” 

26Then the captain went with the offi- 
cers and brought them without violence, 
‘for they feared the people, lest they should 
be stoned. 27And when they had brought 
them, they set them before the council. 
And the high priest asked them, 28saying, 
u“Did we not strictly command you not to 
teach in this name? And look, you have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, vand 
intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” 

29But Peter and the other apostles an- 
swered and said: *“We ought to obey God 
rather than men. 29vThe God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus whom you murdered by 
zhanging on a tree. 314Him God has ex- 
alted to His right hand to be »Prince and 
cSavior, ¢to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32And ewe are His wit- 
nesses to these things, and so also is the 
Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 
who obey Him.” 


Gamaliel’s Advice 

33When they heard this, they were £fu- 
rious and plotted to kill them. 34Then one 
in the council stood up, a Pharisee named 
hGamaliel, a teacher of the law held in re- 
spect by all the people, and commanded 
them to put the apostles outside for a little 
while. 35And he said to them: “Men of Is- 
rael, take heed to yourselves what you in- 
tend to do regarding these men. 36For some 
time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be 
somebody. A number of men, about four 
hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all 
who obeyed him were scattered and came 
to nothing. 37After this man, Judas of Gal- 
ilee rose up in the days of the census, and 
drew away many people after him. He also 
perished, and all who obeyed him were dis- 
persed. 38And now I say to you, keep away 
from these men and let them alone; for if 
this plan or this work is of men, it will come 
to nothing; 39but if it is of God, you cannot 
overthrow it—lest you even be found ‘to 
fight against God.” 


* 5:23 NU-Text and M-Text omit outside. 
* 5:24 NU-Text omits the high priest. *5:25 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit saying. 


5:12 signs and wonders. These are miraculous 
occurrences that point to a warning, instruction, or 
encouragement from God. The signs and wonders 
which were done among the people at this time gave 
credibility to the apostles as messengers from God. 
5:19 Angels—The word “angel” simply means “mes- 
senger.” The phrase “angel of the Lord” is commonly 
used in the Old Testament to refer to spiritual mes- 
sengers of God. 

5:32 witnesses to these things. The witness of the 
believer is vitally related to the Holy Spirit. Jesus had 
said that the Holy Spirit would be a witness and that 
the apostles would be witnesses. The apostles were 
conscious that they were indwelt by the Holy Spirit 
of God, and that their witness depended upon this 


filling. There is a tremendous lesson here for every 
believer. No one can be a witness for Christ and a 
herald of the gospel by individual initiative. Enpow- 
erment must come from the Holy Spirit. 
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40And they agreed with him, and when 
they had ®called for the apostles ‘and beat- 
en them, they commanded that they should 
not speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go. 41So they departed from the pres- 
ence of the council, "rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
His* name. 42And daily "in the temple, and 
in every house, °they did not cease teach- 
ing and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 


Seven Chosen to Serve 

Now in those days, «when the number 

of the disciples was multiplying, there 
arose a complaint against the Hebrews 
by the >Hellenists,* because their widows 
were neglected ¢in the daily distribution. 
2Then the twelve summoned the multi- 
tude of the disciples and said, @“It is not 
desirable that we should leave the word of 
God and serve tables. 3Therefore, breth- 
ren, ¢seek out from among you seven men 
of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit 
and wisdom, whom we may appoint over 
this business; 4but we £will give ourselves 
continually to prayer and to the ministry 
of the word.” 

5And the saying pleased the whole mul- 
titude. And they chose Stephen, "a man 
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and ‘Phil- 
ip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and iNicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 
S6whom they set before the apostles; and 
kwhen they had prayed, 'they laid hands 
on them. 

7Then “the word of God spread, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied great- 
ly in Jerusalem, and a great many "of the 
priests were obedient to the faith. 


Stephen Accused of Blasphemy 
8And Stephen, full of faith* and power, 
did great °wonders and signs among the 
people. 9Then there arose some from what 
is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen 
(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from 
Cilicia and Asia), disputing with Stephen. 
10And Pthey were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke. 
llaThen they secretly induced men to say, 
“We have heard him speak blasphemous 
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words against Moses and God.” !2And they 
stirred up the people, the elders, and the 
scribes; and they came upon him, seized 
him, and brought him to the council. 
1BThey also set up false witnesses who 
said, “This man does not cease to speak 
blasphemous* words against this holy 
place and the law; !4"for we have heard him 
say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy 
this place and change the customs which 
Moses delivered to us.” 5And all who sat in 
the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw 
his face as the face of an angel. 


Stephen's Address: The Call 


of Abraham 

Then the high priest said, “Are these 

things so?” 

2And he said, ““Brethren and fathers, 
listen: The ’God of glory appeared to our 
father Abraham when he was in Meso- 
potamia, before he dwelt in ¢Haran, sand 
said to him, ¢‘Get out of your country and 
from your relatives, and come to a land 
that I will show you.”* 4Then ehe came out 
of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in 
Haran. And from there, when his father 
was fdead, He moved him to this land in 
which you now dwell. 5And God gave him 
no inheritance in it, not even enough to set 
his foot on. But even when Abraham had 
no child, $He promised to give it to him for 
a possession, and to his descendants after 
him. 6But God spoke in this way: "that his 
descendants would dwell in a foreign land, 
and that they would bring them into ‘bond- 
age and oppress them four hundred years. 
7i‘And the nation to whom they will be in 
bondage I will ®judge,”* said God, '‘and af- 
ter that they shall come out and serve Me in 
this place.”* 8Then He gave him the cov- 
enant of circumcision; "and so Abraham 
begot Isaac and circumcised him on the 
eighth day; °and Isaac begot Jacob, and 
pJacob begot the twelve patriarchs. 


*5:41 NU-Text reads the name; M-Text reads the 
name of Jesus. *6:1 That is, Greek-speaking 
Jews *6:8 NU-Text reads grace. *6:13 NU- 
Text omits blasphemous. *7:3 Genesis 12:1 
*7:7 Genesis 15:14 ¢ Exodus 3:12 


6:3 full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. The men’s 
lives were consistent with their confession of faith. 
They knew the will of God and understood how to 
carry it out in their lives (Eph. 5:15-18). They could be 
trusted with responsibility and authority. 

6:6 laid hands on them. This was not done in order 
for the men to receive the Holy Spirit, because the 
seven men were already “full of the Holy Spirit” (vv. 
3,5). Instead the apostles were conferring on these 
men the responsibility of carrying out the ministry. 
The laying on of hands was a meaningful tradition 
that dated back to the days of Moses (Num. 27:23); 
it identified people with the ministries to be per- 
formed. 

6:8 full of faith and power. Stephen had the gifts, 
the boldness, and the brilliance to be a powerful wit- 
ness; yet even his witness would be rejected by the 


religious leaders. Hearts are opened only by God, not 
by our gifts, boldness, or brilliance. 
7:8 circumcision. This covenant and its outward 
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The Patriarchs in Egypt 

Sa“And the patriarchs, becoming en- 
vious, "sold Joseph into Egypt. sBut God 
was with him and delivered him out of 
all his troubles, ‘and gave him favor and 
wisdom in the presence of Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt; and he made him governor over 
Egypt and all his house. '“Now a famine 
and great trouble came over all the land 
of Egypt and Canaan, and our fathers 
found no sustenance. !2vyBut when Jacob 
heard that there was grain in Egypt, he 
sent out our fathers first. And the wsec- 
ond time Joseph was made known to his 
brothers, and Joseph’s family became 
known to the Pharaoh. !4*Then Joseph 
sent and called his father Jacob and Yall 
his relatives to him, seventy-five* people. 
15zSo Jacob went down to Egypt; ¢and he 
died, he and our fathers. 16And >they were 
carried back to Shechem and laid in cthe 
tomb that Abraham bought for a sum of 
money from the sons of Hamor, the father 
of Shechem. 


God Delivers Israel by Moses 

17“But when ¢the time of the promise 
drew near which God had sworn to Abra- 
ham, ¢the people grew and multiplied 
in Egypt 18till another king farose who 
did not know Joseph. !8This man dealt 
treacherously with our people, and op- 
pressed our forefathers, 2making them 
expose their babies, so that they might 
not live. 20hAt this time Moses was born, 
and ‘was well pleasing to God; and he 
was brought up in his father’s house for 
three months. 2!But jwhen he was set out, 
kPharaoh’s daughter took him away and 
brought him up as her own son. 22And 
Moses was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians, and was ‘mighty in words 
and deeds. 

23m“Now when he was forty years old, 
it came into his heart to visit his brethren, 
the children of Israel. 24And seeing one 
of them suffer wrong, he defended and 


avenged him who was oppressed, and 
struck down the Egyptian. 25For he sup- 
posed that his brethren would have under- 
stood that God would deliver them by his 
hand, but they did not understand. 26And 
the next day he appeared to two of them as 
they were fighting, and tried to reconcile 
them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren; why 
do you wrong one another?’ 27But he who 
did his neighbor wrong pushed him away, 
saying, "‘Who made you a ruler and a 
judge over us? 28Do you want to kill me as 
you did the Egyptian yesterday?” 29°Then, 
at this saying, Moses fled and became a 
dweller in the land of Midian, where he 
Phad two sons. 

30a“And when forty years had passed, 
an Angel of the Lord* appeared to him in 
a flame of fire in a bush, in the wilderness 
of Mount Sinai. 31When Moses saw it, 
he marveled at the sight; and as he drew 
near to observe, the voice of the Lord 
came to him, 32saying, "I am the God of 
your fathers—the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’”* 
And Moses trembled and dared not 
look. 33s‘Then the LORD said to him, “Take 
your sandals off your feet, for the place 
where you stand is holy ground. 34I have 
surely tseen the oppression of My peo- 
ple who are in Egypt; I have heard their 
groaning and have come down to deliver 
them. And now come, I will “send you to 
Egypt.””* 

35“This Moses whom they rejected, say- 
ing, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?”* 
is the one God sent to be a ruler and a de- 
liverer “by the hand of the Angel who ap- 
peared to him in the bush. 36xHe brought 
them out, after he had Yshown wonders 
and signs in the land of Egypt, Zand in 
the Red Sea, “and in the wilderness forty 
years. 


*7:14 Or seventy (compare Exodus 1:5) 

* 7:28 Exodus 2:14 *7:30 NU-Text omits of the 
Lord. *7:32 Exodus 3:6,15 *7:34 Exodus 3:5, 7, 
8,10 *7:35 Exodus 2:14 


symbol were given to Abraham that he might never 
forget God's promise to bless him. Abraham was 
saved by faith in God (Gen. 15:6); the symbol of cir- 
cumcision was an outward sign of the inward reality 
of his faith. God’s blessing was not based on the phys- 
ical fact of circumcision but on genuine faith. 

7:16 Shechem. At the time of Stephen's defense, 
Shechem was the center of Samaritan life. Mount 
Gerizim, the Samaritan worship center, was located 
nearby. Stephen's point was not to speak against the 
temple in Jerusalem, but to point out that God had 
been speaking and moving in the lives of His peo- 
ple not only in Jerusalem or the temple. The most 
important address God made to His people was at 
Mount Sinai, which is nowhere near Jerusalem. 

7:19 Persecution—Pharaoh enslaved and mis- 
treated the Hebrews, and at the same time he feared 
their strength. It was his fear that led him to seek their 
destruction, persecuting them and destroying their 
children. It is easy to recognize the enormity and 


evil of the Egyptian persecution of the Jews as a race 
and a nation, but the ancient Egyptians are not the 
only ones guilty of such sin. Some of those claiming 
the name of Christ in recent times have been guilty 
of mistreating or even enslaving those of a different 
ethnic background. Feelings of racial superiority have 
no place in the heart of a Christian. 
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Israel Rebels Against God 

37“This is that Moses who said to the 
children of Israel,* »‘The LORD your God 
will raise up for you a Prophet like me from 
your brethren. ‘Him you shall hear.”* 

38d“This is he who was in the congrega- 
tion in the wilderness with ¢the Angel who 
spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our 
fathers, fthe one who received the living 
goracles to give to us, 38whom our fathers 
hwould not obey, but rejected. And in their 
hearts they turned back to Egypt, 4%saying 
to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as 
for this Moses who brought us out of the 
land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him.” 4liAnd they made a calf 
in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, 
and rejoiced in the works of their own 
hands. 42Then 'God turned and gave them 
up to worship “the host of heaven, as it is 
written in the book of the Prophets: 


nDid you offer Me slaughtered animals 

and sacrifices during forty years 
in the wilderness, 

O house of Israel? 

43 You also took up the tabernacle of 

Moloch, 

And the star of your god Remphan, 

Images which you made to worship; 

And °J will carry you away beyond 
Babylon.”* 


God's True Tabernacle 

44“QOur fathers had the tabernacle of wit- 
ness in the wilderness, as He appointed, 
instructing Moses Pto make it according 
to the pattern that he had seen, «which 
our fathers, having received it in turn, also 
brought with Joshua into the land pos- 
sessed by the Gentiles, "whom God drove 
out before the face of our fathers until the 
sdays of David, 46twho found favor before 
God and vasked to find a dwelling for the 
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God of Jacob. 47”But Solomon built Him a 
house. 

48“However, wthe Most High does not 
dwell in temples made with hands, as the 
prophet says: 


49 ‘Heavenx is My throne, 
And earth is My footstool. 
What house will you build for Me? 
says the LORD, 
Or what is the place of My rest? 
50 Has My hand not Ymade all these 
things?’* 


Israel Resists the Holy Spirit 

51“ You 2stiff-necked and uncircumcised 
in heart and ears! You always resist the 
Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 
52bWhich of the prophets did your fathers 
not persecute? And they killed those who 
foretold the coming of ‘the Just One, of 
whom you now have become the betrayers 
and murderers, °34who have received the 
law by the direction of angels and have not 
kept it.” 


Stephen the Martyr 

54eWhen they heard these things they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at 
him with their teeth. *5But he, ‘being full of 
the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God, 56and said, “Look! "I see 
the heavens opened and the ‘Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!” 

57Then they cried out with a loud voice, 
stopped their ears, and ran at him with one 
accord; 58and they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. And ithe witnesses laid 
down their clothes at the feet of a young 


*7:37 Deuteronomy 18:15 * NU-Text and M-Text 
omit Him you shallhear. *7:40 Exodus 32:1, 23 
*7:43 Amos 5:25-27 *7:50 Isaiah 66:1, 2 


7:38 The Meaning of the Church—In modern 
English the word church is used five ways: (1) a build- 
ing designated as a place of worship; (2) all who pro- 
fess faith in Christ; (3) a denomination; (4) a single 
organized local church; and (5) the body of Christ, 
that is, the universal church. While all of these may 
be legitimate uses for modern English, the word 
church is used in the New Testament in only the 
last two senses—a local congregation or the body 
of Christ, the universal church. At its root, the word 
church means a “called-out group.” It is used for the 
nation of Israel (7:38), which was a group of people 
who were called out of the rest of the world to have 
a special national relationship to God. It is used for a 
local church (1 Thess. 1:1; Rev. 2:1) and for the univer- 
sal church, the body of Christ (Col. 1:18). The universal 
church comprises all believers from the Day of Pente- 
cost until God completes His plan for the world. The 
local church is a local, visible, temporal manifestation 
of the universal church. 

7:44 tabernacle. The ancient tabernacle had been 
the focus of the Israelites’ national worship. Even 
after the miraculous deliverance from Egypt there 
was a tendency among the people to forget God. The 


tabernacle was a constant testimony of God's pres- 
ence no matter where the people went. Paul tells us 
that we are the tabernacle, the temple of God (1 Cor. 
3:16). We can never move beyond God's reach, for we 
carry His presence with us. 

7:58 cast him out of the city. Because Jewish law 
did not allow an execution within the walls of the 
holy city, the religious leaders took Stephen outside 
the city. Jerusalem is situated in a stony area and this 
made Stephen’s hasty (and illegal) execution easy. His 
executioners had plenty of rocks at hand, they only 
had to bend over and pick them up (see John 10:31). 
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man named Saul. >And they stoned Ste- 
phen as he was calling on God and saying, 
“Lord Jesus, "receive my spirit.” ©°Then he 
knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, 
“Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 


Saul Persecutes the Church 

Now Saul was consenting to his death. 

At that time a great persecution 

arose against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and “they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Sa- 
maria, except the apostles. 2And devout 
men carried Stephen to his burial, and 
bmade great lamentation over him. 

3As for Saul, che made havoc of the 
church, entering every house, and drag- 
ging off men and women, committing 
them to prison. 


Christ Is Preached in Samaria 

4Therefore ‘those who were scattered 
went everywhere preaching the word. 
5Then ¢Philip went down to the* city of Sa- 
maria and preached Christ to them. 6And 
the multitudes with one accord heeded 
the things spoken by Philip, hearing and 
seeing the miracles which he did. 7For 
funclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, 
came out of many who were possessed; 
and many who were paralyzed and lame 
were healed. 8And there was great joy in 
that city. 


The Sorcerer's Profession of Faith 
9But there was a certain man called Si- 
mon, who previously “practiced sorcery 
in the city and "astonished the people of 
Samaria, claiming that he was someone 
great, !°to whom they all gave heed, from 
the least to the greatest, saying, “This man 
is the great power of God.” !!And they 
heeded him because he had astonished 


them with his sorceries for a long time. 
12But when they believed Philip as he 
preached the things ‘concerning the king- 
dom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
both men and women were baptized. 
18Then Simon himself also believed; and 
when he was baptized he continued with 
Philip, and was amazed, seeing the mira- 
cles and signs which were done. 


The Sorcerer's Sin 

14Now when the/apostles who were at Je- 
rusalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they sent Peter and John 
to them, 5who, when they had come down, 
prayed for them *that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit. 16For ‘as yet He had fallen 
upon none of them. "They had only been 
baptized in "the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17Then °they laid hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 

18 And when Simon saw that through the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy 
Spirit was given, he offered them money, 
19saying, “Give me this power also, that 
anyone on whom I lay hands may receive 
the Holy Spirit.” 

20But Peter said to him, “Your money 
perish with you, because Pyou thought that 
athe gift of God could be purchased with 
money! 2! You have neither part nor portion 
in this matter, for your ‘heart is not right in 
the sight of God. 22Repent therefore of this 
your wickedness, and pray God Sif perhaps 
the thought of your heart may be forgiven 
you. 23For I see that you are ‘poisoned by 
bitterness and bound by iniquity.” 

24Then Simon answered and said, 
u“Pray to the Lord for me, that none of the 
things which you have spoken may come 
upon me.” 

25So when they had testified and 


*8:5 Ora 


7:59-60 Death—Scripture affirms, and experience 
confirms, the universality of death. It comes to kings 
and commoners, saints and sinners alike. Christians 
die, as well as unbelievers. No one likes to think of 
dying violently, but Stephen's death shows that even 
this end can be met with courage and peace. In both 
life and death Stephen sought to imitate his Lord, and 
he departed without resentment, praying for the par- 
don of his foes. 

8:5 Samaria. |n the first century, the Jews and 
Samaritans despised one another. The Jews consid- 
ered the Samaritans half-breeds and religious devi- 
ants. Following the fall of the northern kingdom of 
Israel in 722 B.c., Samaria had been resettled by col- 
onists brought to the land by the Assyrians. These 
colonists intermarried with the remaining Jews, 
and the Samaritans of the New Testament era were 
descendants of these mixed marriages. Because of 
their mixed heritage and their rejection of the temple 
in Jerusalem and most of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures (the Samaritans only accepted the five books of 
Moses), the Jews considered them to be unclean. The 


amazing work of the Holy Spirit in forming one fel- 
lowship out of Jewish and Samaritan believers indi- 
cates that there is no room for racial or ethnic division 
in His church (Gal. 3:26-28). 

8:14-15 that they might receive the Holy Spirit. This 
episode clearly showed the Samaritans that salvation 
did come through the Jews, and that the Scriptures 
they had previously rejected were actually God's mes- 
sage. It also showed the Jewish believers that God had 
accepted the Samaritan believers fully into His family. 
The dependence of the Samaritans upon the Jews to 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit was the healing sign 
that the two sides were to become one. 
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preached the word of the Lord, they re- 
turned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel 
in many villages of the Samaritans. 


Christ Is Preached to an Ethiopian 

26Now an angel of the Lord spoke to 
vPhilip, saying, “Arise and go toward the 
south along the road which goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 
27So he arose and went. And behold, wa 
man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great author- 
ity under Candace the queen of the Ethio- 
pians, who had charge of all her treasury, 
and xhad come to Jerusalem to worship, 
28was returning. And sitting in his chariot, 
he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and over- 
take this chariot.” 

30So Philip ran to him, and heard him 
reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” 

31And he said, “How can I, unless some- 
one guides me?” And he asked Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 32The place in 
the Scripture which he read was this: 


y“He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; 
And as a lamb before its shearer is 
silent, 
2So He opened not His mouth. 
33 In His humiliation His “justice was 
taken away, 
And who will declare His 
generation? 
For His life is taken from the earth.”* 


34So the eunuch answered Philip and 
said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet 
say this, of himself or of some other man?” 
35Then Philip opened his mouth, cand be- 
ginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus 
to him. 36Now as they went down the road, 
they came to some water. And the eunuch 
said, “See, here is water. {What hinders me 
from being baptized?” 
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37Then Philip said, e“If you believe with 
all your heart, you may.” 

And he answered and said, f“I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”* 

38So he commanded the chariot to stand 
still. And both Philip and the eunuch went 
down into the water, and he baptized him. 
39Now when they came up out of the wa- 
ter, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip 
away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; 
and he went on his way rejoicing. 49But 
Philip was found at Azotus. And passing 
through, he preached in all the cities till he 
came to "Caesarea. 


The Damascus Road: Saul 


Converted 
Then ¢Saul, still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked 
bletters from him to the synagogues of Da- 
mascus, so that if he found any who were of 
the Way, whether men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

3cAs he journeyed he came near Damas- 
cus, and suddenly a light shone around him 
from heaven. 4Then he fell to the ground, 
and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, 
Saul, €why are you persecuting Me?” 

5And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” 

Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting.* It is hard for you to 
kick against the goads.” 

6So he, trembling and astonished, said, 
“Lord, what do You want me to do?” 

Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and 
go into the city, and you will be told what 
you must do.” 


* 8:33 Isaiah 53:7,8 *8:37 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit this verse. It is found in Western texts, includ- 
ing the Latin tradition. *9:5 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit the last sentence of verse 5 and begin verse 6 
with But arise and go. 


8:27 had come to Jerusalem to worship. Many 
Gentiles in the first century had grown weary of the 
multiple gods and loose morals of their own cul- 
tures. In their search for something more, some of 
them came to Judaism. One who accepted Judaism, 
obeying all the law of Moses (including circumcision 
and baptism), was called a proselyte. Gentiles who 
did not become proselytes but did attend the Jew- 
ish synagogues to listen to the Scriptures were called 
God-fearers. We cannot be sure which category the 
Ethiopian eunuch fell into. 

8:35 preached Jesus to him. First-century Jews did 
not speak much about a suffering Messiah. The Jew- 
ish people, facing the yoke of Roman rule, believed 
that the Messiah would come as the Lion of Judah, a 
delivering king, not a weak lamb. They believed and 
taught that the suffering One spoken of by Isaiah was 
the suffering nation of Israel. Philip's explanation of 
the passage gave a very different view, showing Jesus 
as the Messiah who came to suffer and die in order to 
redeem sinners. 

9:2 synagogues. The early Jewish believers in Jesus 
were still attending the synagogues, gathering 


places where Jews came together to hear the Scrip- 
tures read and expounded upon. Part of Saul’s mis- 
sion was apparently to let the Damascus synagogues 
know beyond any doubt that the followers of “the 
Way” did not have the approval of the Sanhedrin. 
9:4-5 Messiah—Apparently unimpressed by the 
witness of the dying Stephen (7:59), Saul needed a 
more serious, personal jolt to awaken his spiritual 
awareness. The light that blinded Saul prepared him 
to receive the True Light that came into the world to 
dispel the darkness of sin. This personal encounter 
with the risen Christ changed Saul from a fire-breath- 
ing persecutor into a dynamic preacher who was not 
ashamed to publicly claim the crucified Man from 
Galilee as his Lord and Savior. 
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14 8:40" Acts 21:8 9:1 Acts 7:57; 8:1, 3; 26:10, 11 
9:2°Acts22:5 9:3°1Cor.15:8 9:44[Matt. 25:40] 


1214 @ ACTS9:7 


7And ¢the men who journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a voice but 
seeing no one. Then Saul arose from the 
ground, and when his eyes were opened he 
saw no one. But they led him by the hand 
and brought him into Damascus. 9And he 
was three days without sight, and neither 
ate nor drank. 


Ananias Baptizes Saul 

10Now there was a certain disciple at 
Damascus /named Ananias; and to him the 
Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” 

And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 

11So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go 
to the street called Straight, and inquire at 
the house of Judas for one called Saul Sof 
Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. And in 
a vision he has seen a man named Ananias 
coming in and putting his hand on him, so 
that he might receive his sight.” 

18Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, "how 
much harm he has done to Your saints in 
Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all ‘who call 
on Your name.” 

15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for ‘he is 
a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name 
before *Gentiles, ‘kings, and the “children 
of Israel. 16For "I will show him how many 
things he must suffer for My °"name’s sake.” 

17>And Ananias went his way and entered 
the house; and “laying his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus,* who 
appeared to you on the road as you came, 
has sent me that you may receive your sight 
and 'be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18Imme- 
diately there fell from his eyes something 
like scales, and he received his sight at once; 
and he arose and was baptized. 

19So when he had received food, he was 
strengthened. sThen Saul spent some days 
with the disciples at Damascus. 


Saul Preaches Christ 

20Immediately he preached the Christ* in 
the synagogues, that He is the Son of God. 

21Then all who heard were amazed, and 
said, “Is this not he who destroyed those 
who called on this name in Jerusalem, and 
has come here for that purpose, so that he 
might bring them bound tothe chief priests?” 


22But Saul increased all the more in 
strength, and confounded the Jews who 
dwelt in Damascus, proving that this Jesus 
is the Christ. 


Saul Escapes Death 

23Now after many days were past, vthe 
Jews plotted to kill him. 24~But their plot 
became known to Saul. And they watched 
the gates day and night, to kill him. 25Then 
the disciples took him by night and *let him 
down through the wall in a large basket. 


Saul at Jerusalem 

26And »ywhen Saul had come to Jerusa- 
lem, he tried to join the disciples; but they 
were all afraid of him, and did not believe 
that he was a disciple. 277But Barnabas took 
him and brought him to the apostles. And 
he declared to them how he had seen the 
Lord on the road, and that He had spoken 
to him, ¢and how he had preached boldly 
at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 28So 
bhe was with them at Jerusalem, coming 
in and going out. 28And he spoke boldly in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed 
against the cHellenists, “but they attempted 
to kill him. 3°When the brethren found out, 
they brought him down to Caesarea and 
sent him out to Tarsus. 


The Church Prospers 

3leThen the churches* throughout all Ju- 
dea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 
were fedified. And walking in the £fear of 
the Lord and in the "comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, they were ‘multiplied. 


Aeneas Healed 

32Now it came to pass, as Peter went 
ithrough all parts of the country, that he 
also came down to the saints who dwelt 
in Lydda. 33There he found a certain man 
named Aeneas, who had been bedridden 
eight years and was paralyzed. 34And Pe- 
ter said to him, “Aeneas, *Jesus the Christ 
heals you. Arise and make your bed.” Then 
he arose immediately. 35So all who dwelt at 


*9:17 M-Text omits Jesus. *9:20 NU-Text reads 
Jesus. *9:31 NU-Text reads church... was 
edified. 


9:17 Jesus, who appeared to you. Saul was not 
dreaming on the road to Damascus but instead had 
seen the resurrected Lord. 

9:30 Tarsus. Saul’s hometown was about three hun- 
dred miles north of Jerusalem and about ten miles 
inland from the Mediterranean Sea. Tarsus was a 
well-known university city, surpassed in educational 
opportunities only by Athens and Alexandria. 

9:31 peace. This peace was not due solely to Saul’s 
conversion. Tiberius, the emperor of Rome, died 
around this time. He was replaced by Caligula, who 
wanted to erect a statue of himself in the temple 
at Jerusalem. The attention of the Jewish religious 
leaders was directed towards this new threat, and 


the emerging church was given a short season of 
respite. 
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Lydda and 'Sharon saw him and ™turned 
to the Lord. 


Dorcas Restored to Life 

36At Joppa there was a certain disciple 
named Tabitha, which is translated Dor- 
cas. This woman was full "of good works 
and charitable deeds which she did. 37But 
it happened in those days that she became 
sick and died. When they had washed her, 
they laid her in °an upper room. 38And 
since Lydda was near Joppa, and the dis- 
ciples had heard that Peter was there, they 
sent two men to him, imploring him not 
to delay in coming to them. 39Then Peter 
arose and went with them. When he had 
come, they brought him to the upper room. 
And all the widows stood by him weeping, 
showing the tunics and garments which 
Dorcas had made while she was with them. 
40But Peter pput them all out, and «knelt 
down and prayed. And turning to the body 
he ‘said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened 
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat 
up. 4!Then he gave her his hand and lifted 
her up; and when he had called the saints 
and widows, he presented her alive. 42And 
it became known throughout all Joppa, 
sand many believed on the Lord. 48So it was 
that he stayed many days in Joppa with 'Si- 
mon, a tanner. 


Cornelius Sends a Delegation 
1 There was a certain man in “Caesa- 
rea called Cornelius, a centurion of 
what was called the Italian Regiment, 2a 
devout man and one who cfeared God with 
all his household, who gave alms generous- 
ly to the people, and prayed to God always. 
3About the ninth hour of the day “he saw 
clearly in a vision an angel of God coming 
in and saying to him, “Cornelius!” 

4And when he observed him, he was 
afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” 

So he said to him, “Your prayers and 
your alms have come up for a memorial 
before God. 5Now ¢send men to Joppa, 
and send for Simon whose surname is Pe- 
ter. 6He is lodging with ‘Simon, a tanner, 
whose house is by the sea.* £He will tell you 
what you must do.” 7And when the angel 
who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius 
called two of his household servants and 
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a devout soldier from among those who 
waited on him continually. 8So when he 
had explained all these things to them, he 
sent them to Joppa. 


Peter’s Vision 

§SThe next day, as they went on their 
journey and drew near the city, "Peter 
went up on the housetop to pray, about 
the sixth hour. “Then he became very 
hungry and wanted to eat; but while they 
made ready, he fell into a trance and isaw 
heaven opened and an object like a great 
sheet bound at the four corners, descend- 
ing to him and let down to the earth. !2In 
it were all kinds of four-footed animals of 
the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and 
birds of the air. And a voice came to him, 
“Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 

M4But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! jFor I 
have never eaten anything common or un- 
clean.” 

1I5And a voice spoke to him again the 
second time, *“What God has cleansed you 
must not call common.” !6This was done 
three times. And the object was taken up 
into heaven again. 


Summoned to Caesarea 

I7Now while Peter wondered within 
himself what this vision which he had 
seen meant, behold, the men who had been 
sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for 
Simon’s house, and stood before the gate. 
18And they called and asked whether Si- 
mon, whose surname was Peter, was lodg- 
ing there. 

19While Peter thought about the vision, 
'the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men 
are seeking you. 29mArise therefore, go 
down and go with them, doubting nothing; 
for I have sent them.” 

21Then Peter went down to the men who 
had been sent to him from Cornelius,* and 
said, “Yes, Iam he whom you seek. For 
what reason have you come?” 

22nd they said, “Cornelius the centuri- 
on, ajust man, one who fears God and "has 
a good reputation among all the nation of 


* 10:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit the last sentence 
of this verse. *10:21 NU-Text and M-Text omit 
who had been sent to him from Cornelius. 


10:1—11:18 The following two chapters mark an 
important turning point in the Book of Acts. Those 
who were scattered by persecution from Jerusalem 
had been preaching the gospel only to Jews (11:19). 
At this point, they began to overcome their preju- 
dices and carry the message of Christ to the Gentiles. 
10:6 Simon, a tanner. God cut away Peter’s prej- 
udices by having him stay for many days with one 
whose trade Peter likely considered repulsive. Since 
a tanner (one who makes leather) is constantly work- 
ing with animals dead from various causes, he would 
spend much of his life ceremonially “unclean.” 

10:15 What God has cleansed you must not call 


common. Food may have been his first consider- 
ation, but Peter would soon understand the greater 
message. The vision was a sign from heaven that Jews 
were no longer to call Gentiles unclean. 
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the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy 
angel to summon you to his house, and to 
hear words from you.” 28Then he invited 
them in and lodged them. 

On the next day Peter went away with 
them, °and some brethren from Joppa ac- 
companied him. 


Peter Meets Cornelius 

24And the following day they entered 
Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for 
them, and had called together his relatives 
and close friends. 25As Peter was coming 
in, Cornelius met him and fell down at 
his feet and worshiped him. 26But Peter 
lifted him up, saying, °“Stand up; I myself 
am also a man.” 27And as he talked with 
him, he went in and found many who had 
come together. 28Then he said to them, 
“You know how unlawful it is for a Jew- 
ish man to keep company with or go to one 
of another nation. But "God has shown me 
that I should not call any man common or 
unclean. 29Therefore I came without objec- 
tion as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for 
what reason have you sent for me?” 

30So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I 
was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth 
hour* I prayed in my house, and behold, sa 
man stood before me tin bright clothing, 
3land said, ‘Cornelius, “your prayer has 
been heard, and Yyour alms are remem- 
bered in the sight of God. 32Send therefore 
to Joppa and call Simon here, whose sur- 
name is Peter. He is lodging in the house 
of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.* When he 
comes, he will speak to you.’ 33So I sent to 
you immediately, and you have done well to 
come. Now therefore, we are all present be- 
fore God, to hear all the things commanded 
you by God.” 


Preaching to Cornelius’ Household 
34Then Peter opened his mouth and 
said: ““In truth I perceive that God shows 
no partiality. 25But xin every nation who- 
ever fears Him and works righteousness is 
yaccepted by Him. 36The word which God 
sent to the children of Israel, preaching 
peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord 
of all— 37that word you know, which was 
proclaimed throughout all Judea, and be- 
gan from Galilee after the baptism which 
John preached: 38how ¢God anointed Jesus 


of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power, who ¢went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the dev- 
il, efor God was with Him. 39And we are 
fwitnesses of all things which He did both 
in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, 
whom they* ¢killed by hanging on a tree. 
40Him "God raised up on the third day, and 
showed Him openly, 4!inot to all the peo- 
ple, but to witnesses chosen before by God, 
even to us jwho ate and drank with Him 
after He arose from the dead. 42And "He 
commanded us to preach to the people, and 
to testify 'that it is He who was ordained 
by God to be Judge "of the living and the 
dead. 43"To Him all the prophets witness 
that, through His name, °whoever believes 
in Him will receive "remission of sins.” 


The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles 

44While Peter was still speaking these 
words, «the Holy Spirit fell upon all those 
who heard the word. 45"And those of the cir- 
cumcision who believed were astonished, 
as many as came with Peter, sbecause the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 
on the Gentiles also. 46For they heard them 
speak with tongues and magnify God. 

Then Peter answered, 47“Can anyone 
forbid water, that these should not be bap- 
tized who have received the Holy Spirit 
tjust as we have?” 48uAnd he commanded 
them to be baptized vin the name of the 
Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few 
days. 


Peter Defends God’s Grace 
1 Now the apostles and brethren who 
were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also received the word of God. 2And 
when Peter came up to Jerusalem, “those 
of the circumcision contended with him, 
3saying, >“You went in to uncircumcised 
men cand ate with them!” 
4But Peter explained it to them 4in or- 
der from the beginning, saying: 5e“I was in 
the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance 
I saw a vision, an object descending like 
a great sheet, let down from heaven by 


* 10:30 NU-Text reads Four days ago to this hour, 
at theninth hour. *10:32 NU-Text omits the 
last sentence of this verse. * 10:39 NU-Text and 
M-Text add also. 


10:44 the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard 
the word. Following the plan laid out by Jesus before 
His ascension (1:8), the good news had reached the 
Jews, the Samaritans, and now the Gentiles. All were 
united by the same faith in the same Lord with the 
same gift of the Holy Spirit. 

11:2 those of the circumcision. This term refers to 
Jewish believers in Jesus who taught that Gentiles 
had to become Jews (be circumcised and keep the 
law of Moses) in order to become Christians. 
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four corners; and it came to me. 6When I 
observed it intently and considered, I saw 
four-footed animals of the earth, wild 
beasts, creeping things, and birds of the 
air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘Not 
so, Lord! For nothing common or unclean 
has at any time entered my mouth.’ 9But 
the voice answered me again from heav- 
en, ‘What God has cleansed you must not 
call common.’ Now this was done three 
times, and all were drawn up again into 
heaven. !!At that very moment, three men 
stood before the house where I was, hav- 
ing been sent to me from Caesarea. !2Then 
fthe Spirit told me to go with them, doubt- 
ing nothing. Moreover £these six brethren 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. 13hAnd he told us how he had seen 
an angel standing in his house, who said 
to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for 
Simon whose surname is Peter, !4who will 
tell you words by which you and all your 
household will be saved.’ 5And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, ‘as 
upon us at the beginning. !6Then I remem- 
bered the word of the Lord, how He said, 
i‘John indeed baptized with water, but ?you 
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If 
therefore God gave them the same gift as 
He gave us when we believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, “who was I that I could with- 
stand God?” 

18When they heard these things they 
became silent; and they glorified God, say- 
ing, "“Then God has also granted to the 
Gentiles repentance to life.” 


Barnabas and Saul at Antioch 
190Now those who were scattered after 
the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and 
Antioch, preaching the word to no one 
but the Jews only. 2°But some of them 
were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, 
when they had come to Antioch, spoke to 
Pthe Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 
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21And ¢the hand of the Lord was with them, 
and a great number believed and ‘turned 
to the Lord. 

22Then news of these things came to the 
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 
sent out sBarnabas to go as far as Antioch. 
23When he came and had seen the grace of 
God, he was glad, and tencouraged them 
all that with purpose of heart they should 
continue with the Lord. 24For he was a 
good man, “full of the Holy Spirit and of 
faith. vAnd a great many people were add- 
ed to the Lord. 

25Then Barnabas departed for wTarsus 
to seek Saul. 26And when he had found 
him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was 
that for a whole year they assembled with 
the church and taught a great many people. 
And the disciples were first called Chris- 
tians in Antioch. 


Relief to Judea 

27And in these days *prophets came 
from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28Then one 
of them, named vAgabus, stood up and 
showed by the Spirit that there was going 
to be a great famine throughout all the 
world, which also happened in the days 
of 2Claudius Caesar. 29Then the disciples, 
each according to his ability, determined to 
send “relief to the brethren dwelling in Ju- 
dea. 30This they also did, and sent it to the 
elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 


Herod’s Violence to the Church 
1 Now about that time Herod the king 
stretched out his hand to harass some 
from the church. 2Then he killed James 
athe brother of John with the sword. And 
because he saw that it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded further to seize Peter also. 
Now it was during the Days of Unleav- 
ened Bread. 4So «when he had arrested 
him, he put him in prison, and delivered 
him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, 
intending to bring him before the people 
after Passover. 


11:16 baptized with the Holy Spirit. This is found 
seven times in the New Testament (1:5; Matt. 3:11; 
Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; 1 Cor. 12:13) and refers 
to an act by Christ for believers. 

11:22-23 Antioch. Seleucus | founded the city of 
Antioch, naming it after his father. The city was cos- 
mopolitan, attracting people of various cultures and 
ethnic backgrounds— including people from Persia, 
India, and even China. The gospel proclaimed in 
Antioch would have tremendous potential for reach- 
ing other areas of the world. 

11:26 called Christians. Originally, the believers had 
called themselves “followers of the Way.” Although 
the term “Christian” was apparently given to them 
by nonbelievers, they adopted it for themselves. Its 
essential meaning, “Christ-follower” is appropriate 
for those who have given their lives into the keeping 
of Jesus, the Messiah. 

11:29-30 Benevolence—Christians must exercise 
responsibility and charity (love) towards all men, and 


especially to other believers (Gal. 6:10). The Christians 
at Antioch are an example of well implemented Chris- 
tian giving. All gave in accordance with their means 
(2 Cor. 8:3). The gifts were placed in the charge of 
trustworthy Christians (2 Cor. 8:20-21), who could 
ensure a responsible delivery and administration of 
the gifts. 

12:1-3 Herod the king. This is Herod Agrippa |, the 
nephew of Herod Antipas who murdered John the 
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Peter Freed from Prison 

5Peter was therefore kept in prison, but 
constant* prayer was offered to God for 
him by the church. 6And when Herod was 
about to bring him out, that night Peter 
was sleeping, bound with two chains be- 
tween two soldiers; and the guards before 
the door were keeping the prison. 7Now 
behold, dan angel of the Lord stood by 
him, and a light shone in the prison; and 
he struck Peter on the side and raised him 
up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains 
fell off his hands. 8Then the angel said to 
him, “Gird yourself and tie on your san- 
dals”; and so he did. And he said to him, 
“Put on your garment and follow me.” 9So 
he went out and followed him, and did not 
know that what was done by the angel was 
real, but thought fhe was seeing a vision. 
10When they were past the first and the 
second guard posts, they came to the iron 
gate that leads to the city, ?which opened to 
them of its own accord; and they went out 
and went down one street, and immediate- 
ly the angel departed from him. 

11And when Peter had come to himself, 
he said, “Now I know for certain that "the 
Lord has sent His angel, and ‘has delivered 
me from the hand of Herod and from all the 
expectation of the Jewish people.” 

12S0, when he had considered this, ihe 
came to the house of Mary, the mother of 
kJohn whose surname was Mark, where 
many were gathered together ‘praying. 
13And as Peter knocked at the door of the 
gate, a girl named Rhoda came to answer. 
14When she recognized Peter’s voice, be- 
cause of her gladness she did not open the 
gate, but ran in and announced that Peter 
stood before the gate. But they said to her, 
“You are beside yourself!” Yet she kept in- 
sisting that it was so. So they said, ™“It is 
his angel.” 

16Now Peter continued knocking; and 
when they opened the door and saw him, 
they were astonished. !7But "motioning to 
them with his hand to keep silent, he de- 
clared to them how the Lord had brought 
him out of the prison. And he said, “Go, 
tell these things to James and to the 


brethren.” And he departed and went to 
another place. 

18Then, as soon as it was day, there was 
no small stir among the soldiers about what 
had become of Peter. !8But when Herod had 
searched for him and not found him, he ex- 
amined the guards and commanded that 
they should be put to death. 

And he went down from Judea to Caes- 
area, and stayed there. 


Herod’s Violent Death 

20Now Herod had been very angry with 
the people of °Tyre and Sidon; but they 
came to him with one accord, and hav- 
ing made Blastus the king’s personal aide 
their friend, they asked for peace, because 
ptheir country was supplied with food by 
the king’s country. 

21S0 on a set day Herod, arrayed in 
royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave 
an oration to them. 22And the people kept 
shouting, “The voice of a god and not of a 
man!” 23Then immediately an angel of the 
Lord 4struck him, because "he did not give 
glory to God. And he was eaten by worms 
and died. 

24But sthe word of God grew and mul- 
tiplied. 


Barnabas and Saul Appointed 

25And ‘Barnabas and Saul returned 
from* Jerusalem when they had fulfilled 
their ministry, and they also vtook with 
them wJohn whose surname was Mark. 
1 3 Now 4in the church that was at An- 

tioch there were certain prophets 

and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was 
called Niger, ‘Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
who had been brought up with Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2As they ministered to 
the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 
4“Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work ¢to which I have called them.” 
3Then, fhaving fasted and prayed, and laid 
hands on them, they sent them away. 


* 12:5 NU-Text reads constantly (or earnestly). 
* 12:25 NU-Text and M-Text read to. 


Baptist, and the grandson of Herod the Great who 
had the children of Bethlehem put to death in his 
search for Jesus. Herod was not a Jew but an Edomite. 
The Jews resented the fact that a son of Edom was 
given the position of king of the Jews. 

12:11 delivered me from the hand of Herod. Why 
was Peter's life spared while James’ life was taken? 
The answer is the sovereign will of God. If we believe 
that God is good and wise, we can trust that what He 
allowed to happen was part of His wise plan for the 
good of all His people. 

12:22 The voice of a god. The Jewish historian Jose- 
phus also provides an account of this display, inform- 
ing us that in an attempted appeasement of the king 
the people confessed that he was “more than mortal.” 
13:2-4 Holy Spirit—God reveals His will to those 
who are sensitive to His leading. The believers in 


Antioch heard from the Lord as they were praying 
and fasting. Most often, God does not speak to us out 
of the blue. He speaks to us when we are listening. 
The Holy Spirit gave distinct direction to the listening, 
sensitive believers of the first century, and He leads 
believers in the same way today. 

13:3 laid hands on them. The laying on of hands was 


12:74 Acts 5:19  12:9¢Ps. 126:1 fActs 10:3, 17; 

11:5 12:109Acts 5:19; 16:26 12:11" [Ps. 34:7] ‘Job 
5:19  12:12/ Acts 4:23 ‘Acts 13:5, 13; 15:37 / Acts 12:5 
12:15 [Matt. 18:10] 12:17" Acts 13:16; 19:33; 21:40 
12:20° Matt. 11:21 PEzek. 27:17 12:2392 Sam. 24:16, 
12:245 Acts 6:7;19:20 12:25 Acts 
11:30 “Acts 11:30 V Acts 13:5, 13 “Acts 12:12; 15:37 
13:17 Acts 14:26 &Acts 11:22 Rom. 16:21 13:24Gal. 
1:15; 2:9 €Heb.5:4 13:3 fActs 6:6 


Preaching in Cyprus 

4So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, 
they went down to Seleucia, and from there 
they sailed to Cyprus. 5And when they ar- 
rived in Salamis, "they preached the word 
of God in the synagogues of the Jews. They 
also had ‘John as their assistant. 

6Now when they had gone through the 
island* to Paphos, they found ja certain 
sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose 
name was Bar-Jesus, 7who was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent 
man. This man called for Barnabas and 
Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 
8But kElymas the sorcerer (for so his name 
is translated) withstood them, seeking to 
turn the proconsul away from the faith. 
§9Then Saul, who also is called Paul, ‘filled 
with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at 
him and said, “O full of all deceit and 
all fraud, ™you son of the devil, you ene- 
my of all righteousness, will you not cease 
perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 
And now, indeed, "the hand of the Lord is 
upon you, and you shall be blind, not see- 
ing the sun for a time.” 

And immediately a dark mist fell on 
him, and he went around seeking someone 
to lead him by the hand. !2Then the procon- 
sul believed, when he saw what had been 
done, being astonished at the teaching of 
the Lord. 


At Antioch in Pisidia 

13Now when Paul and his party set sail 
from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pam- 
phylia; and °-John, departing from them, 
returned to Jerusalem. !4But when they de- 
parted from Perga, they came to Antioch in 
Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day and sat down. And ¢after 
the reading of the Law and the Prophets, 
the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, 
saying, “Men and brethren, if you have 
rany word of exhortation for the people, 
say on.” 

16Then Paul stood up, and motioning 
with his hand said, “Men of Israel, and you 
who fear God, listen: !7The God of this peo- 
ple Israel* ‘chose our fathers, and exalted 
the people “when they dwelt as strangers 
in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted 
arm He vbrought them out of it. 18Now wfor 
a time of about forty years He put up with 
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their ways in the wilderness. !8And when 
He had destroyed *seven nations in the 
land of Canaan, YHe distributed their land 
to them by allotment. 

20“After that 7He gave them judges for 
about four hundred and fifty years, cuntil 
Samuel the prophet. 2!/And afterward they 
asked for a king; so God gave them ¢Saul 
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, for forty years. 22And ¢when He had 
removed him, ¢He raised up for them David 
as king, to whom also He gave testimony 
and said, f‘I have found David* the son of 
Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will 
do all My will.’* 23:From this man’s seed, 
according ‘to the promise, God raised up 
for Israel ia Savior—Jesus—* 24kafter John 
had first preached, before His coming, the 
baptism of repentance to all the people of 
Israel. 25And as John was finishing his 
course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I 
am not He. But behold, "there comes One 
after me, the sandals of whose feet Iam not 
worthy to loose.’ 

26“Men and brethren, sons of the family 
of Abraham, and "those among you who 
fear God, °to you the word of this salvation 
has been sent. 27For those who dwell in Je- 
rusalem, and their rulers, »>because they 
did not know Him, nor even the voices of 
the Prophets which are read every Sab- 
bath, have fulfilled them in condemning 
Him. 28aAnd though they found no cause 
for death in Him, they asked Pilate that 
He should be put to death. 29*Now when 
they had fulfilled all that was written con- 
cerning Him, sthey took Him down from 
the tree and laid Him in a tomb. 39 But 
God raised Him from the dead. 3!“He was 
seen for many days by those who came up 
with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who 
are His witnesses to the people. 32And we 
declare to you glad tidings—*that promise 
which was made to the fathers. 33God has 
fulfilled this for us their children, in that 
He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written 
in the second Psalm: 


w‘You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You.”* 


* 13:6 NU-Text reads the whole island. 

* 13:17 M-Text omits Israel. * 13:22 Psalm 
89:20 ¢ 1 Samuel 13:14 * 13:23 M-Text reads for 
Israel salvation. * 13:33 Psalm 2:7 


the church's way of identifying with and affirming the 
mission to which God had called a particular person. 
13:6-12 Sergius Paulus. Luke presents this man as 
the first Gentile ruler to believe the gospel. There is 
no evidence that Sergius Paulus was a God-fearer or 
had ever shown any interest in Judaism prior to this 
time. This pagan government official was amazed at 
the power of God and believed the truth. 
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34And that He raised Him from the dead, 
no more to return to corruption, He has 
spoken thus: 


xT will give you the sure mercies of 
David.”* 


35Therefore He also says in another Psalm: 


y*You will not allow Your Holy One to 
see corruption.”* 


36“For David, after he had served his 
own generation by the will of God, 2fell 
asleep, was buried with his fathers, and 
saw corruption; 37but He whom God raised 
up saw no corruption. 38Therefore let it be 
known to you, brethren, that ¢through this 
Man is preached to you the forgiveness of 
sins; 39and by Him everyone who believes 
is justified from all things from which you 
could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
40Beware therefore, lest what has been spo- 
ken in the prophets come upon you: 


41 ‘Behold,¢ you despisers, 
Marvel and perish! 
For I work a work in your days, 
A work which you will by no means 
believe, 
Though one were to declare it to 
you.’”* 


Blessing and Conflict at Antioch 
42So when the Jews went out of the syn- 
agogue,* the Gentiles begged that these 
words might be preached to them the next 
Sabbath. 43Now when the congregation 
had broken up, many of the Jews and de- 
vout proselytes followed Paul and Bar- 
nabas, who, speaking to them, ¢persuaded 
them to continue in ¢the grace of God. 
44On the next Sabbath almost the whole 
city came together to hear the word of God. 
45But when the Jews saw the multitudes, 
they were filled with envy; and contra- 
dicting and blaspheming, they fopposed 
the things spoken by Paul. 46Then Paul 
and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was 
necessary that the word of God should be 
spoken to you first; but "since you reject 
it, and judge yourselves unworthy of ever- 
lasting life, behold, ‘we turn to the Gentiles. 
47For so the Lord has commanded us: 


i‘T have set you as a light to the Gentiles, 
That you should be for salvation to the 
ends of the earth.’”* 


48Now when the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad and glorified the word of 
the Lord. And as many as had been ap- 
pointed to eternal life believed. 

49And the word of the Lord was being 
spread throughout all the region. 59But 
the Jews stirred up the devout and prom- 
inent women and the chief men of the city, 
lraised up persecution against Paul and 
Barnabas, and expelled them from their 
region. 5!™But they shook off the dust from 
their feet against them, and came to Iconi- 
um. 52And the disciples "were filled with 
joy and with the Holy Spirit. 


At Iconium 
1 Now it happened in Iconium that they 
went together to the synagogue of the 

Jews, and so spoke that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and of the “Greeks be- 
lieved. 2But the unbelieving Jews stirred 
up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds 
against the brethren. 3Therefore they 
stayed there a long time, speaking boldly 
in the Lord, who was bearing witness to 
the word of His grace, granting signs and 
ewonders to be done by their hands. 

4But the multitude of the city was 4divid- 
ed: part sided with the Jews, and part with 
the eapostles. 5And when a violent attempt 
was made by both the Gentiles and Jews, 
with their rulers, to abuse and stone them, 
6they became aware of it and 2fled to Ly- 
stra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to 
the surrounding region. 7And they were 
preaching the gospel there. 


Idolatry at Lystra 

8hAnd in Lystra a certain man without 
strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple 
from his mother’s womb, who had never 
walked. 9This man heard Paul speaking. 


* 13:34 Isaiah 55:3 * 13:35 Psalm 16:10 

* 13:41 Habakkuk 1:5 * 13:42 Or And when they 
went out of the synagogue of the Jews; NU-Text 
reads And when they went out, they begged. 

* 13:47 Isaiah 49:6 


13:39 everyone who believes is justified from all 
things. “Justified” is a technical legal term declaring 
that a person is acquitted and absolved. Because 
of Jesus’ death on the cross, our sin debt has been 
paid. Everyone who accepts this payment is justified 
before God, considered righteous through the blood 
of Christ. 

13:45 the Jews. When Luke refers to “the Jews,” he 
is not speaking of all Jewish people, but rather of the 
Jewish religious establishment, which opposed the 
gospel. 

13:52 Joy—The pursuit of happiness doesn’t always 
lead to the possession of joy. Joy does not come from 
circumstances but from the presence of God. It is a 
fruit of the Spirit, poured into a believer's life by the 


grace of God. The believers in this passage were 
not filled with joy because their lives were comfort- 
able, or because they were wealthy or powerful, but 
because they saw God working and had His Holy 
Spirit in their lives. 
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Paul, observing him intently and seeing 
that he had faith to be healed, !said with 
a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your 
feet!” And he leaped and walked. Now 
when the people saw what Paul had done, 
they raised their voices, saying in the Ly- 
caonian language, i“The gods have come 
down to us in the likeness of men!” 2And 
Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Her- 
mes, because he was the chief speaker. 
183Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple 
was in front of their city, brought oxen and 
garlands to the gates, "intending to sacri- 
fice with the multitudes. 

14But when the apostles Barnabas and 
Paul heard this, ‘they tore their clothes 
and ran in among the multitude, crying 
out Sand saying, “Men, "why are you do- 
ing these things? "We also are men with 
the same nature as you, and preach to you 
that you should turn from °these useless 
things Pto the living God, twho made the 
heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things 
that are in them, !6r~who in bygone gener- 
ations allowed all nations to walk in their 
own ways. !7sNevertheless He did not leave 
Himself without witness, in that He did 
good, ‘gave us rain from heaven and fruit- 
ful seasons, filling our hearts with “food 
and gladness.” 18And with these sayings 
they could scarcely restrain the multitudes 
from sacrificing to them. 


Stoning, Escape to Derbe 

19vThen Jews from Antioch and Iconium 
came there; and having persuaded the mul- 
titudes, “they stoned Paul and dragged him 
out of the city, supposing him to be xdead. 
20However, when the disciples gathered 
around him, he rose up and went into the 
city. And the next day he departed with 
Barnabas to Derbe. 


Strengthening the Converts 

21And when they had preached the gos- 
pel to that city yand made many disciples, 
they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and An- 
tioch, 22strengthening the souls of the dis- 
ciples, 7exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and saying, “We must through many 
tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” 
23So0 when they had »appointed elders in 
every church, and prayed with fasting, they 
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commended them to the Lord in whom they 
had believed. 24And after they had passed 
through Pisidia, they came to Pamphylia. 
25Now when they had preached the word in 
Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26From 
there they sailed to Antioch, where they 
had been commended to the grace of God 
for the work which they had completed. 

27Now when they had come and gath- 
ered the church together, ‘they reported all 
that God had done with them, and that He 
had ¢opened the door of faith to the Gen- 
tiles. 28So they stayed there a long time 
with the disciples. 


Conflict over Circumcision 
1 5 And “certain men came down from 
Judea and taught the brethren, >“Un- 
less you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 
2Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had 
no small dissension and dispute with them, 
they determined that ‘Paul and Barnabas 
and certain others of them should go up 
to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, 
about this question. 
3So, “being sent on their way by the 
church, they passed through Phoenicia 
and Samaria, ¢describing the conversion 
of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy 
to all the brethren. 4And when they had 
come to Jerusalem, they were received by 
the church and the apostles and the elders; 
and they reported all things that God had 
done with them. 5But some of the sect of the 
Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It 
is necessary to circumcise them, and to 
command them to keep the law of Moses.” 


The Jerusalem Council 

6Now the apostles and elders came to- 
gether to consider this matter. 7And when 
there had been much dispute, Peter rose 
up and said to them: /“Men and brethren, 
you know that a good while ago God chose 
among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles 
should hear the word of the gospel and be- 
lieve. 8So God, ¢who knows the heart, ac- 
knowledged them by "giving them the Holy 
Spirit, just as He did to us, %’'and made no 
distinction between us and them, ‘purify- 
ing their hearts by faith. Now therefore, 


14:11 The gods have come down. The Roman poet 
Ovid told of an ancient legend in which Zeus and 
Hermes came to the Phrygian hill country disguised 
as mortals seeking lodging. After being turned away 
from a thousand homes, they found refuge in the 
humble cottage of an elderly couple. In appreciation 
for the couple's hospitality, the gods transformed the 
cottage into a splendid temple and then destroyed 
all the houses of the inhospitable people. The peo- 
ple probably remembered this ancient legend, and 
wanted to make sure they did not make the same 
mistake their ancestors did. 

14:23 appointed elders. The process outlined 
in 6:1-7 for selecting the seven men to serve the 


Jerusalem believers may provide a clue to the process 
used for selecting elders here. Both the assembly and 
the apostles were involved in the selection process. 
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why do you test God *by putting a yoke on 
the neck of the disciples which neither our 
fathers nor we were able to bear? !!But 'we 
believe that through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ* we shall be saved in the same 
manner as they.” 

12Then all the multitude kept silent and 
listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring 
how many miracles and wonders God had 
mworked through them among the Gen- 
tiles. 13And after they had become silent, 
nJames answered, saying, “Men and breth- 
ren, listen to me: 44eSimon has declared 
how God at the first visited the Gentiles 
to take out of them a people for His name. 
And with this the words of the prophets 
agree, just as it is written: 


16 ‘After this I will return 
And will rebuild the tabernacle of 
David, which has fallen down; 
I will rebuild its ruins, 
And I will set it up; 
17 So that the rest of mankind may seek 
the LORD, 
Even all the Gentiles who are called by 
My name, 
Says the LORD who does all these 
things.”* 


18“Known to God from eternity are all 
His works.* !9Therefore 41 judge that we 
should not trouble those from among the 
Gentiles who ‘are turning to God, 2%but 
that we swrite to them to abstain ‘from 
things polluted by idols, “from sexual 
immorality,* ’from things strangled, and 
from blood. 2!For Moses has had through- 
out many generations those who preach 
him in every city, ~being read in the syna- 
gogues every Sabbath.” 


The Jerusalem Decree 

22Then it pleased the apostles and elders, 
with the whole church, to send chosen men 
of their own company to Antioch with Paul 


and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also 
named *Barsabas,* and Silas, leading men 
among the brethren. 

23They wrote this letter by them: 


The apostles, the elders, and the breth- 
ren, 


To the brethren who are of the Gentiles 
in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: 


Greetings. 


24 Since we have heard that Ysome who 
went out from us have troubled you 
with words, unsettling your souls, 
saying, “You must be circumcised and 
keep the law”*—to whom we gave no 
such commandment—25it seemed good 
to us, being assembled with one accord, 
to send chosen men to you with our be- 
loved Barnabas and Paul, 26«men who 
have risked their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have 
therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will 
also report the same things by word 
of mouth. 28For it seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary 
things: 29>that you abstain from things 
offered to idols, ‘from blood, from 
things strangled, and from 4sexual im- 
morality.* If you keep yourselves from 
these, you will do well. 


Farewell. 
Continuing Ministry in Syria 


30So when they were sent off, they came 
to Antioch; and when they had gathered 


* 15:11 NU-Text and M-Text omit Christ. 

* 15:17 Amos 9:11,12  * 15:18 NU-Text (com- 
bining with verse 17) reads Says the Lord, who 
makes these things known from eternity (of old). 
* 15:20 Or fornication * 15:22 NU-Text and 
M-Text read Barsabbas. * 15:24 NU-Text omits 
saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the 
law.” *15:29 Or fornication 


15:11 through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
shall be saved. These are the last words of Peter in 
the Book of Acts. He leaves us with the eternal truth 
that we are saved through faith by grace alone. The 
emphasis in the narrative now moves from Peter to 
Paul, and his outreach to the Gentiles. 

15:13 James. James was the leader of the church in 
Jerusalem until he was stoned to death at the insis- 
tence of the high priest in A.D. 62. It is believed that 
this James is the Lord's brother, the son of Mary and 
Joseph, who did not believe until the Lord appeared 
to him privately after the Resurrection (1 Cor. 15:7). 
15:19-20 abstain from things polluted by idols. 
The Jerusalem council understood that it was not 
necessary for Gentiles to keep the whole of the law 
in order to be believers in Jesus, but also recognized 
that they did not have the background of moral 
teaching the Jewish believers had. They needed both 
reassurance as to their acceptance as true Christians 
and teaching for a godly life. In looking at the pres- 
ent application of these requirements, it is impor- 
tant to remember that Acts is a transitional book, 


documenting the beginning of the Christian move- 
ment. Sexual purity and food regulations are both 
addressed more thoroughly elsewhere in the New 
Testament (1 Cor. 6-8). 

15:20 Fornication—lllicit sexual relationships were 
not a matter of shame or sin among the Gentiles as 
they were among the Jews. In fact, many pagan 
religious practices included prostitution and sexual 
orgies. This made the need for teaching on sexual 
purity doubly urgent for the new Gentile believers. 
They would be constantly presented with tempta- 
tion, not only for sexual sin but for returning to their 
old ways of worship. They needed to hear God's strict 
prohibition of such behavior. 
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15:12™ Acts 
15:14° Acts 


the multitude together, they delivered 
the letter. 31When they had read it, they 
rejoiced over its encouragement. 32Now 
Judas and Silas, themselves being eproph- 
ets also, fexhorted and strengthened the 
brethren with many words. 33And after 
they had stayed there for a time, they were 
gsent back with greetings from the breth- 
ren to the apostles.* 

34However, it seemed good to Silas to 
remain there.* 35nPaul and Barnabas also 
remained in Antioch, teaching and preach- 
ing the word of the Lord, with many others 
also. 


Division over John Mark 

36Then after some days Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let us now go back and visit 
our brethren in every city where we have 
preached the word of the Lord, and see 
how they are doing.” 37Now Barnabas was 
determined to take with them ‘John called 
Mark. 38But Paul insisted that they should 
not take with them ‘the one who had de- 
parted from them in Pamphylia, and had 
not gone with them to the work. 39Then 
the contention became so sharp that they 
parted from one another. And so Bar- 
nabas took Mark and sailed to *Cyprus; 
40pbut Paul chose Silas and departed, ‘being 
commended by the brethren to the grace 
of God. 41And he went through Syria and 
Cilicia, "strengthening the churches. 


Timothy Joins Paul and Silas 
1 6 Then he came to “Derbe and Lystra. 
And behold, a certain disciple was 
there, "named Timothy, ¢the son of a cer- 
tain Jewish woman who believed, but his 
father was Greek. 2He was well spoken of 
by the brethren who were at Lystra and 
Iconium. 3Paul wanted to have him go on 
with him. And he ¢took him and circum- 
cised him because of the Jews who were in 
that region, for they all knew that his father 
was Greek. 4And as they went through the 
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cities, they delivered to them the ¢decrees 
to keep, fwhich were determined by the 
apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 5¢So the 
churches were strengthened in the faith, 
and increased in number daily. 


The Macedonian Call 

6Now when they had gone through 
Phrygia and the region of "Galatia, they 
were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach 
the word in Asia. 7After they had come to 
Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit* did not permit them. 8So passing 
by Mysia, they ‘came down to Troas. 9And 
a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A 
jman of Macedonia stood and pleaded 
with him, saying, “Come over to Macedo- 
nia and help us.” !9Now after he had seen 
the vision, immediately we sought to go *to 
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had 
called us to preach the gospel to them. 


Lydia Baptized at Philippi 

Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran 
a straight course to Samothrace, and the 
next day came to Neapolis, !2and from 
there to 'Philippi, which is the foremost city 
of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And 
we were staying in that city for some days. 
13And on the Sabbath day we went out of 
the city to the riverside, where prayer was 
customarily made; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who met there. 4Now 
a certain woman named Lydia heard us. 
She was a seller of purple from the city of 
mThyatira, who worshiped God. "The Lord 
opened her heart to heed the things spoken 
by Paul. 5And when she and her household 
were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come to my house and stay.” So °she 
persuaded us. 


* 15:33 NU-Text reads to those who had sent them. 
* 15:34 NU-Text and M-Text omit this verse. 
* 16:7 NU-Text adds of Jesus. 


15:39 that they parted from one another. Even 
though Paul and Barnabas had a heated disagree- 
ment, it is important to note that they did not bring 
their disagreement into the church fellowship, forc- 
ing others to take sides and causing more dissension. 
Instead, they simply parted ways, each continuing to 
faithfully serve the Lord. Later, the disagreement was 
apparently resolved, for Paul wrote to Timothy when 
he was imprisoned, asking for Mark to be sent to him, 
“for he is useful to me for ministry” (2 Tim. 4:11). 

16:3 circumcised him. According to Jewish law, Tim- 
othy should have been circumcised and raised a Jew, 
even with a Gentile father. For whatever reason, this 
had not happened, and the fact that he was an uncir- 
cumcised Jew would limit his effectiveness with Jew- 
ish Christians. The issue was not law but effectiveness. 
16:12 Philippi. Named after the father of Alexander 
the Great, Philippi was a Roman colony loyal to the 
empire. The city itself was organized by the state of 
Rome and functioned as a military outpost. Because 
of its proximity to the sea as well as to one of the 


major roads to Europe, Philippi was a commercial 
center in Macedonia. Its influence throughout the 
region made it a good place to begin preaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

16:13 where prayer was customarily made. Accord- 
ing to Jewish custom, a congregation consisted of 
ten households. If ten male household heads could 
be found in a city, a synagogue was formed. If not, 
a place of prayer was established. Philippi did not 
have a synagogue, but Paul was still able to find the 
God-fearers of the city. 
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Paul and Silas Imprisoned 

16Now it happened, as we went to prayer, 
that a certain slave girl »possessed with a 
spirit of divination met us, who brought her 
masters ¢much profit by fortune-telling. 
17This girl followed Paul and us, and cried 
out, saying, “These men are the servants 
of the Most High God, who proclaim to us 
the way of salvation.” !8And this she did for 
many days. 

But Paul, "greatly annoyed, turned and 
said to the spirit, “I command you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
sAnd he came out that very hour. !9But 
twhen her masters saw that their hope of 
profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and “dragged them into the marketplace to 
the authorities. 

20And they brought them to the magis- 
trates, and said, “These men, being Jews, 
vexceedingly trouble our city; 2!and they 
teach customs which are not lawful for 
us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 
22Then the multitude rose up together 
against them; and the magistrates tore 
off their clothes wand commanded them 
to be beaten with rods. 23And when they 
had laid many stripes on them, they threw 
them into prison, commanding the jailer 
to keep them securely. 24Having received 
such a charge, he put them into the inner 
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 


The Philippian Jailer Saved 

2But at midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26*Sud- 
denly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken; 
and immediately vall the doors were opened 
and everyone’s chains were loosed. 27And 
the keeper of the prison, awaking from 


sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his 
sword and was about to kill himself. 28But 
Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do 
yourself no harm, for we are all here.” 

29Then he called for a light, ran in, and 
fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 
30A nd he brought them out and said, 2“Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” 

31So they said, ““Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” 32Then they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. 33And he took them the 
same hour of the night and washed their 
stripes. And immediately he and all his 
family were baptized. 34Now when he had 
brought them into his house, “he set food 
before them; and he rejoiced, having be- 
lieved in God with all his household. 


Paul Refuses to Depart Secretly 
35And when it was day, the magistrates 
sent the officers, saying, “Let those men go.” 
36So the keeper of the prison reported 
these words to Paul, saying, “The magis- 
trates have sent to let you go. Now there- 
fore depart, and go in peace.” 
37But Paul said to them, “They have beat- 
en us openly, uncondemned ‘Romans, and 
have thrown us into prison. And now do 
they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let 
them come themselves and get us out.” 
38And the officers told these words to 
the magistrates, and they were afraid 
when they heard that they were Romans. 
39Then they came and pleaded with them 
and brought them out, and ¢dasked them to 
depart from the city. 4°So they went out of 
the prison eand entered the house of Lydia; 
and when they had seen the brethren, they 
encouraged them and departed. 


16:25 Praise—Paul and Silas were praying and sing- 
ing hymns of praise to God at midnight in spite of the 
fact that they had been arrested, stripped naked, and 
beaten, confined to an inner cell and clamped into 
an uncomfortable position. They could praise God 
because their joy was not based on circumstances 
but on a relationship. Jesus Christ and His love and 
grace are the same, no matter where you are or what 
is happening to you. 

16:31 It Begins with Faith— Paul and Silas’s answer 
to the Philippian jailer’s question is the essence of 
salvation: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you 
will be saved.” This verse raises two questions: What 
does it mean to believe, and what does it mean to be 
saved? Belief includes but is more than just an intel- 
lectual assent. Belief includes the idea of total trust, 
dependence, and submission of oneself to Christ as 
Lord (King, Master). To be saved is to be delivered. 
We are delivered from the very presence of sin and 
evil (Satan and hell) and will be delivered into the 
very presence of God (Christ and heaven). We receive 
this new life by faith—believing that we are sinful, 
that Jesus died for our sins, that His death was in our 
place, and that His payment for sin is fully acceptable 


in God's sight. Faith can be summarized in the acros- 
tic: 

Forsaking 

All 

l 

Take 

Him 
16:33-34 Family—This man assumed spiritual 
leadership of his family by being the first to repent, 
to humble himself before God and ask for forgiveness 
and a change of life. By his example, the rest of his 
family was won. In the same way, every believing 
father has the responsibility to set the example of 
spiritual commitment, and to teach his family all he 
knows of following Christ. 
16:37 Romans. Paul was not simply seeking self- 
justification, he was protecting the infant church in 
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Preaching Christ at Thessalonica 
1 7 Now when they had passed through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to ¢Thessalonica, where there was 
a synagogue of the Jews. 2Then Paul, as 
his custom was, »went in to them, and for 
three Sabbaths creasoned with them from 
the Scriptures, 3explaining and demon- 
strating “that the Christ had to suffer and 
rise again from the dead, and saying, “This 
Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 
4eAnd some of them were persuaded; anda 
great multitude of the devout Greeks, and 
not a few of the leading women, joined Paul 
and fSilas. 


Assault on Jason’s House 

5But the Jews who were not persuaded, 
becoming Zenvious,* took some of the evil 
men from the marketplace, and gathering 
a mob, set all the city in an uproar and at- 
tacked the house of "Jason, and sought to 
bring them out to the people. *But when 
they did not find them, they dragged Ja- 
son and some brethren to the rulers of the 
city, crying out, “These who have turned 
the world upside down have come here 
too. 7Jason has harbored them, and these 
are all acting contrary to the decrees of 
Caesar, isaying there is another king— 
Jesus.” 8And they troubled the crowd and 
the rulers of the city when they heard these 
things. 9So when they had taken security 
from Jason and the rest, they let them go. 


Ministering at Berea 

10Then ’the brethren immediately sent 
Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. 
When they arrived, they went into the 
synagogue of the Jews. !! These were more 
fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in 
that they received the word with all read- 
iness, and 'searched the Scriptures daily 
to find out whether these things were so. 
12Therefore many of them believed, and 
also not a few of the Greeks, prominent 
women as well as men. !8But when the Jews 
from Thessalonica learned that the word of 
God was preached by Paul at Berea, they 
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came there also and stirred up the crowds. 
l4mThen immediately the brethren sent 
Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas 
and Timothy remained there. 5So those 
who conducted Paul brought him to Ath- 
ens; and "receiving a command for Silas 
and Timothy to come to him with all speed, 
they departed. 


The Philosophers at Athens 

16Now while Paul waited for them at 
Athens, chis spirit was provoked within 
him when he saw that the city was given 
over to idols. !7Therefore he reasoned in 
the synagogue with the Jews and with the 
Gentile worshipers, and in the market- 
place daily with those who happened to be 
there. !8Then* certain Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers encountered him. And some 
said, “What does this babbler want to say?” 

Others said, “He seems to be a proclaim- 
er of foreign gods,” because he preached to 
them Jesus and the resurrection. 

19And they took him and brought 
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we 
know what this new doctrine is of which 
you speak? 29For you are bringing some 
strange things to our ears. Therefore we 
want to know what these things mean.” 
21For all the Athenians and the foreigners 
who were there spent their time in nothing 
else but either to tell or to hear some new 
thing. 


Addressing the Areopagus 

22Then Paul stood in the midst of the 
Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things you are very re- 
ligious; 23for as I was passing through and 
considering the objects of your worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription: 


TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 


Therefore, the One whom you worship 
without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 


* 17:5 NU-Text omits who were not persuaded; 
M-Text omits becoming envious. * 17:18 NU-Text 
and M-Text add also. 


Philippi. By forcing a public statement of their inno- 
cence, he minimized the possibility that the new 
believers would be regarded as “friends of criminals 
and troublemakers.” 

17:7 acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar. In A.D. 
49 the Roman emperor Caligula expelled all Jews from 
Rome due to riots ignited by a group of zealous Jews. 
Paul's accusers were trying to paint him as a revolu- 
tionary who was bringing sedition to Thessalonica. 
17:18 this babbler. This word is literally “seed picker.” 
The philosophers were saying that Paul was like a 
gutter sparrow, picking up bits and scraps of knowl- 
edge without fully digesting or thinking about what 
he taught. 

17:19 Areopagus. Just southwest of the Acropolis 
in Athens was a hill called the Hill of Ares (Mars, in 
Latin), the god of war. This was where court was held 


concerning questions of religion and morals. In Ath- 
ens, the gospel message was examined by the sup- 
posed experts of philosophy and religion. 

17:23 An Unknown God—lIn the sixth century B.c. 
it was said that a poet from Crete name Epimenides 
turned aside a horrible plague from the people of 
Athens by appealing to a god of whom the people 
had never heard. An altar was built to honor this 
god, and its inscription caught Paul’s attention. 
Knowing that the Athenians had no background in 
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24aGod, who made the world and every- 
thing in it, since He is "Lord of heaven and 
earth, sdoes not dwell in temples made with 
hands. 25Nor is He worshiped with men’s 
hands, as though He needed anything, 
since He ‘gives to all life, breath, and all 
things. 26And He has made from one blood* 
every nation of men to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and has determined their pre- 
appointed times and “the boundaries of 
their dwellings, 27’so that they should seek 
the Lord, in the hope that they might grope 
for Him and find Him, wthough He is not 
far from each one of us; 28for xin Him we 
live and move and have our being, Yas also 
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we 
are also His offspring.’ 29Therefore, since 
we are the offspring of God, 2we ought not 
to think that the Divine Nature is like gold 
or silver or stone, something shaped by art 
and man’s devising. 39Truly, “these times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but »now 
commands all men everywhere to repent, 
3lbecause He has appointed a day on which 
cHe will judge the world in righteousness 
by the Man whom He has ordained. He has 
given assurance of this to all by ¢raising 
Him from the dead.” 

32And when they heard of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, some mocked, while oth- 
ers said, “We will hear you again on this 
matter.” 33So Paul departed from among 
them. 34However, some men joined him 
and believed, among them Dionysius the 
Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and 
others with them. 


Ministering at Corinth 

1 8 After these things Paul departed from 
Athens and went to Corinth. 2And he 

found a certain Jew named ¢Aquila, born 

in Pontus, who had recently come from Ita- 

ly with his wife Priscilla (because Claudius 


had commanded all the Jews to depart 
from Rome); and he came to them. 3So, be- 
cause he was of the same trade, he stayed 
with them and worked; for by occupation 
they were tentmakers. 4¢And he reasoned 
in the synagogue every Sabbath, and per- 
suaded both Jews and Greeks. 

5dWhen Silas and Timothy had come 
from Macedonia, Paul was ecompelled by 
the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that 
Jesus is the Christ. 6But fwhen they op- 
posed him and blasphemed, he shook his 
garments and said to them, "“Your blood 
be upon your own heads; ‘I am clean. iFrom 
now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7And he 
departed from there and entered the house 
of a certain man named Justus,* one who 
worshiped God, whose house was next 
door to the synagogue. 8kThen Crispus, 
the ruler of the synagogue, believed on 
the Lord with all his household. And many 
of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and 
were baptized. 

§Now 'the Lord spoke to Paul in the 
night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but 
speak, and do not keep silent; !9~for Iam 
with you, and no one will attack you to 
hurt you; for I have many people in this 
city.” NAnd he continued there a year 
and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. 

12When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, 
the Jews with one accord rose up against 
Paul and brought him to the judgment seat, 
Bsaying, “This fellow persuades men to 
worship God contrary to the law.” 

14And when Paul was about to open his 
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a 
matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O 
Jews, there would be reason why I should 


* 17:26 NU-Text omits blood. 
reads Titius Justus. 


* 18:7 NU-Text 


the Old Testament Scriptures as did the Jews in the 
synagogues, Paul began his discourse with what they 
were already familiar with: their own legends and 
observation. 

17:31 Resurrection—Christ has been raised from 
the dead not only for the purpose of returning to 
heaven and resuming His fellowship with the Father, 
a fellowship interrupted only by the alienation and 
abandonment at the cross; He has gone from His 
tomb to the right hand of His Father to intercede for 
us. And one day the mantle of Judge will be placed on 
Him, and everyone will stand before Him. The world 
has yet to see the last of Jesus Christ. 

17:32 some mocked. Though they embraced the 
idea of the soul living on, the Greeks were repulsed 
by the idea of a bodily resurrection because they 
considered the body to be evil. This idea, known as 
dualism, was derived from the teachings of Socrates 
and Plato. It held that everything physical is evil and 
everything spiritual is good. Therefore, they believed 
the body and what is done with it is not important 
because it will be discarded at the end of life. 

18:1 Corinth. Corinth was the political capital of Achaia. 
It was also a center for the worship of Aphrodite, the 


goddess of fertility, and it housed the major temple of 
Apollo. Because of the sensuous nature of the religious 
cult of Aphrodite, Corinth had a reputation for being a 
city of immorality. Beginning in the fifth century 8.c., 
the Greeks used a word meaning “to act like a Corin- 
thian” as a symbol for sexual immorality. 

18:3 tentmakers. All young rabbinical students had to 
learn a trade. The province of Cilicia, from which Paul 
came, was noted for its cloth made from goats’ hair. It is 
likely that Paul's skill involved making such cloth. 

18:7 Justus. Most Romans had three names. This 
man’s name was Titius Justus. Based on Paul’s letter 
to the Corinthians, it is likely that Justus was the man 
called Gaius mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:14. 
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bear with you. But if it is a "question of 
words and names and your own law, look to 
it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge 
of such matters.” 16And he drove them from 
the judgment seat. !17Then all the Greeks* 
took °Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, 
and beat him before the judgment seat. But 
Gallio took no notice of these things. 


Paul Returns to Antioch 

18So Paul still remained a good while. 
Then he took leave of the brethren and 
sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila 
were with him. ?He had his hair cut off at 
aCenchrea, for he had taken a vow. 18And 
he came to Ephesus, and left them there; 
but he himself entered the synagogue 
and reasoned with the Jews. 20When they 
asked him to stay a longer time with them, 
he did not consent, 2!but took leave of 
them, saying, “I must by all means keep 
this coming feast in Jerusalem;* but I will 
return again to you, *God willing.” And he 
sailed from Ephesus. 

22 And when he had landed at ‘Caesarea, 
and gone up and greeted the church, he 
went down to Antioch. 23A fter he had spent 
some time there, he departed and went 
over the region of “Galatia and Phrygia in 
order, vstrengthening all the disciples. 


Ministry of Apollos 

24wNow a certain Jew named Apollos, 
born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and 
mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 
25This man had been instructed in the way 
of the Lord; and being *fervent in spirit, he 
spoke and taught accurately the things of 
the Lord, »though he knew only the bap- 
tism of John. 26So he began to speak boldly 
in the synagogue. When Aquila and Pris- 
cilla heard him, they took him aside and 
explained to him the way of God more ac- 
curately. 27And when he desired to cross 
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to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting 
the disciples to receive him; and when he 
arrived, Zhe greatly helped those who had 
believed through grace; 28for he vigorously 
refuted the Jews publicly, “showing from 
the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 


Paul at Ephesus 

1 And it happened, while “Apollos was 
at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 

through >the upper regions, came to Ephe- 

sus. And finding some disciples 2he said 

to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 

when you believed?” 

So they said to him, “We have not so 
much as heard whether there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 

3And he said to them, “Into what then 
were you baptized?” 

So they said, @“Into John’s baptism.” 

4Then Paul said, e“John indeed bap- 
tized with a baptism of repentance, saying 
to the people that they should believe on 
Him who would come after him, that is, on 
Christ Jesus.” 

5When they heard this, they were bap- 
tized fin the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
when Paul had 2laid hands on them, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them, and "they 
spoke with tongues and prophesied. 7Now 
the men were about twelve in all. 

8iAnd he went into the synagogue and 
spoke boldly for three months, reasoning 
and persuading iconcerning the things of 
the kingdom of God. 9But ?when some were 
hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil 
lof the Way before the multitude, he departed 
from them and withdrew the disciples, rea- 
soning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 
And ™this continued for two years, so 
that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word 
of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. 


* 18:17 NU-Text reads they all. 
omits I must through Jerusalem. 


* 18:21 NU-Text 


18:18 had his hair cut off. Paul had his hair cut as 
part of a Nazirite vow he had made (see Num. 6:5). 
Such a vow had to be fulfilled in Jerusalem where the 
hair would be presented to God. 

18:24 Apollos, born at Alexandria. This Jew with 
a Greek name was from the second largest city in 
the Roman Empire. Alexandria was a seaport on the 
northern coast of Egypt. Founded by Alexander the 
Great, the city was very cosmopolitan. Egyptians, 
Romans, and Greeks all lived there; over one quarter 
of the population was Jewish. The Greek translation 
of the Hebrew Scriptures had been produced in that 
city about 150 years before the birth of Jesus. The city 
was famous for its great library and was considered 
the cultural and educational center of the world. 
19:3 John’s baptism. Baptism was a ritual used 
by the Jews as a picture of cleansing and purifica- 
tion. Gentiles who converted to Judaism would go 
through the rite of purification as their first act of 
worship. They would dip themselves in water as a 
sign of being cleansed from their old way of life. 
Before entering into the temple to worship, Jews 
would dip themselves in ritual bathing pools to show 


their desire for purification. John’s baptism was a 
symbol of repentance from sin and a looking ahead 
to the coming of the Messiah. 

19:6 laid hands on them. The Holy Spirit was 
received without the laying on of hands in 10:44—48. 
By laying on his hands here, Paul was demonstrating 
his apostolic authority. He was also affirming the 
unity of the new church in Ephesus with the church in 
Jerusalem. Both were empowered by the Holy Spirit 
to speak in foreign tongues. 

19:10 all who dwelt in Asia heard. From Ephesus, 
other churches were born in Asia Minor—in Colosse, 
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Miracles Glorify Christ 


UNow "God worked unusual miracles 
by the hands of Paul, !2°so that even hand- 
kerchiefs or aprons were brought from 
his body to the sick, and the diseases left 
them and the evil spirits went out of them. 
13»Then some of the itinerant Jewish exor- 
cists atook it upon themselves to call the 
name of the Lord Jesus over those who 
had evil spirits, saying, “We* exorcise you 
by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 4Also 
there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish 
chief priest, who did so. 

15And the evil spirit answered and said, 
“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who 
are you?” 

16Then the man in whom the evil spirit 
was leaped on them, overpowered* them, 
and prevailed against them,* so that they 
fled out of that house naked and wound- 
ed. 17This became known both to all Jews 
and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and sfear 
fell on them all, and the name of the Lord 
Jesus was magnified. !18And many who had 
believed came ‘confessing and telling their 
deeds. !9Also, many of those who had prac- 
ticed magic brought their books together 
and burned them in the sight of all. And 
they counted up the value of them, and 
it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
20uSo the word of the Lord grew mightily 
and prevailed. 


The Riot at Ephesus 

21vWhen these things were accomplished, 
Paul wpurposed in the Spirit, when he had 
passed through *Macedonia and Achaia, to 
go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been 
there, YI must also see Rome.” 22So he sent 
into Macedonia two of those who minis- 
tered to him, 7Timothy and “Erastus, but he 
himself stayed in Asia for a time. 

23And >babout that time there arose a 
great commotion about ‘the Way. 24For a 
certain man named Demetrius, a silver- 
smith, who made silver shrines of Diana,* 
brought ¢no small profit to the craftsmen. 
25He called them together with the workers 
of similar occupation, and said: “Men, you 
know that we have our prosperity by this 
trade. 26Moreover you see and hear that not 
only at Ephesus, but throughout almost all 
Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned 
away many people, saying that ethey are 
not gods which are made with hands. 27So 


not only is this trade of ours in danger of 
falling into disrepute, but also the temple of 
the great goddess Diana may be despised 
and her magnificence destroyed,* whom 
all Asia and the world worship.” 

28Now when they heard this, they were 
full of wrath and cried out, saying, “Great 
is Diana of the Ephesians!” 29So the whole 
city was filled with confusion, and rushed 
into the theater with one accord, having 
seized f/Gaius and #Aristarchus, Macedo- 
nians, Paul’s travel companions. 30And 
when Paul wanted to go in to the people, 
the disciples would not allow him. 3!Then 
some of the officials of Asia, who were his 
friends, sent to him pleading that he would 
not venture into the theater. 32Some there- 
fore cried one thing and some another, 
for the assembly was confused, and most 
of them did not know why they had come 
together. 33And they drew Alexander out 
of the multitude, the Jews putting him for- 
ward. And “Alexander ‘motioned with his 
hand, and wanted to make his defense to 
the people. 34But when they found out that 
he was a Jew, all with one voice cried out 
for about two hours, “Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians!” 

35And when the city clerk had quieted 
the crowd, he said: “Men of Ephesus, what 
man is there who does not know that the 
city of the Ephesians is temple guardian of 
the great goddess Diana, and of the image 
which fell down from Zeus? 36Therefore, 
since these things cannot be denied, you 
ought to be quiet and do nothing rashly. 
37For you have brought these men here who 
are neither robbers of temples nor blas- 
phemers of your* goddess. 38Therefore, if 
Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have 
a case against anyone, the courts are open 
and there are proconsuls. Let them bring 
charges against one another. 29But if you 
have any other inquiry to make, it shall be 
determined in the lawful assembly. 49For we 
are in danger of being called in question for 
today’s uproar, there being no reason which 
we may give to account for this disorderly 
gathering.” 41And when he had said these 
things, he dismissed the assembly. 


* 19:13 NU-Text reads I. * 19:16 M-Text reads and 
they overpowered. * NU-Text reads both of them. 
*19:24 Greek Artemis *19:27 NU-Text reads she 
be deposed from her magnificence. * 19:37 NU- 
Text reads our. 


Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea. Paul and his students clearly did more than 
study. They must have actively evangelized as well. 
19:13 the name of the Lord Jesus. The use of magi- 
cal names in incantations was common in the ancient 
world. These practitioners had latched onto the 
name of Jesus to use as an incantation, but they dis- 
covered that it was not enough to know the name of 
Jesus; they needed to know Jesus personally. 

19:29 the theater. This amphitheater seated 25,000 
people. 

19:40 we are in danger. The riot at Ephesus could 


have brought the discipline of Rome down upon 
the city. The Pax Romana, the peace that the Roman 
Empire brought to the Mediterranean world, was 
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Journeys in Greece 
2 After the uproar had ceased, Paul 
called the disciples to himself, em- 
braced them, and «departed to go to Mace- 
donia. 2Now when he had gone over that 
region and encouraged them with many 
words, he came to Greece 3and stayed 
three months. And cwhen the Jews plot- 
ted against him as he was about to sail to 
Syria, he decided to return through Mace- 
donia. 4And Sopater of Berea accompa- 
nied him to Asia—also ¢Aristarchus and 
Secundus of the Thessalonians, and ¢Gai- 
us of Derbe, and fTimothy, and *Tychicus 
and "Trophimus of Asia. These men, go- 
ing ahead, waited for us at ‘Troas. &But we 
sailed away from Philippi after ithe Days 
of Unleavened Bread, and in five days 
joined them ’at Troas, where we stayed 
seven days. 


Ministering at Troas 

7Now on 'the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together “to break 
bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, 
spoke to them and continued his message 
until midnight. 8There were many lamps 
nin the upper room where they* were gath- 
ered together. 9And in a window sat a cer- 
tain young man named Eutychus, who was 
sinking into a deep sleep. He was overcome 
by sleep; and as Paul continued speaking, 
he fell down from the third story and was 
taken up dead. !But Paul went down, °fell 
on him, and embracing him said, ?“Do not 
trouble yourselves, for his life is in him.” 
11Now when he had come up, had broken 
bread and eaten, and talked a long while, 
even till daybreak, he departed. !2And they 
brought the young man in alive, and they 
were not a little comforted. 


From Troas to Miletus 

13Then we went ahead to the ship and 
sailed to Assos, there intending to take 
Paul on board; for so he had given orders, 
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intending himself to go on foot. 4And 
when he met us at Assos, we took him on 
board and came to Mitylene. We sailed 
from there, and the next day came oppo- 
site Chios. The following day we arrived at 
Samos and stayed at Trogyllium. The next 
day we came to Miletus. !6For Paul had de- 
cided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would 
not have to spend time in Asia; for *he was 
hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on 
sthe Day of Pentecost. 


The Ephesian Elders Exhorted 

17From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and 
called for the elders of the church. !8And 
when they had come to him, he said to 
them: “You know, ‘from the first day that 
I came to Asia, in what manner I always 
lived among you, !%serving the Lord with 
all humility, with many tears and trials 
which happened to me “by the plotting of 
the Jews; 2°how VI kept back nothing that 
was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and 
taught you publicly and from house to 
house, 2!vtestifying to Jews, and also to 
Greeks, *repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And see, 
now YI go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, 
not knowing the things that will happen 
to me there, 23except that 2the Holy Spirit 
testifies in every city, saying that chains 
and tribulations await me. 24But “none of 
these things move me; nor do I count my 
life dear to myself,* ®so that I may finish 
my race with joy, cand the ministry ¢which 
Ireceived from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God. 

25“And indeed, now I know that you all, 
among whom I have gone preaching the 
kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 
26Therefore I testify to you this day that I 
am einnocent of the blood of all men. 27For 
I have not shunned to declare to you fthe 


* 20:8 NU-Text and M-Text read we. *20:24 NU- 
Text reads But I do not count my life of any value 
or dear to myself. 


very important to Rome. The Romans would not tol- 
erate any kind of uprising or rebellion. Ephesus risked 
losing its freedom and being ruled directly by the 
Roman army. 

20:2 encouraged. This word has a full range of 
meanings, from rebuking to comforting. It includes 
instruction, appeal, affirmation, exhortation, warn- 
ing, and correction. 

20:7 The Lord’s Supper—Although the phrase “to 
break bread” could mean an ordinary meal, it more 
likely refers to the observance of the Lord’s Supper 
in obedience to Christ’s command. The “breaking of 
bread” appears to be the primary purpose for the 
gathering, with Paul’s sermon rising naturally in a 
group of people who had gathered to remember 
Christ. 

20:13-16 to go on foot. The distance between Troas 
and Assos was about thirty miles by sea, but Paul 
chose to go over land on foot. 

20:17 elders. The words “elder” (literally, one who 


is older) and “overseer” (v. 28) appear to be used in 
the New Testament as interchangeable terms for the 
leaders of a particular fellowship. 

20:22 bound in the spirit. Some say that Paul was 
out of the will of God in going to Jerusalem after the 
warnings of bonds and afflictions. But there is no 
evidence that Paul was rebelling against God. On the 
contrary, Jesus Himself confirmed that the trip was 
part of His good and perfect will (23:11). 
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whole counsel of God. 28¢Therefore take 
heed to yourselves and to all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit "has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God* 
iwhich He purchased iwith His own blood. 
29For I know this, that after my departure 
ksavage wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the flock. 39Also ‘from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking per- 
verse things, to draw away the disciples 
after themselves. 3!Therefore watch, and re- 
member that for three years I did not cease 
to warn everyone night and day with tears. 

32“So now, brethren, I commend you to 
God and "to the word of His grace, which 
is able °to build you up and give you Pan in- 
heritance among all those who are sancti- 
fied. 33] have coveted no one’s silver or gold 
or apparel. 34Yes,* you yourselves know 
athat these hands have provided for my 
necessities, and for those who were with 
me. 35] have shown you in every way, "by 
laboring like this, that you must support 
the weak. And remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.’ ” 

36And when he had said these things, 
he knelt down and prayed with them all. 
37Then they all swept freely, and ‘fell on 
Paul’s neck and kissed him, 38sorrowing 
most of all for the words which he spoke, 
that they would see his face no more. And 
they accompanied him to the ship. 


Warnings on the Journey 


to Jerusalem 
?1 Now it came to pass, that when we 
had departed from them and set sail, 
running a straight course we came to Cos, 
the following day to Rhodes, and from there 
to Patara. 2And finding a ship sailing over 
to Phoenicia, we went aboard and set sail. 
3When we had sighted Cyprus, we passed 
it on the left, sailed to Syria, and landed at 
Tyre; for there the ship was to unload her 
cargo. 4And finding disciples,* we stayed 
there seven days. ¢They told Paul through 


the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. >When 
we had come to the end of those days, we 
departed and went on our way; and they all 
accompanied us, with wives and children, 
till we were out of the city. And we knelt 
down on the shore and prayed. When we 
had taken our leave of one another, we 
boarded the ship, and they returned chome. 

7And when we had finished our voyage 
from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, greeted 
the brethren, and stayed with them one 
day. 8On the next day we who were Paul’s 
companions* departed and came to 4Cae- 
sarea, and entered the house of Philip ethe 
evangelist, who was one of the seven, and 
stayed with him. 9Now this man had four 
virgin daughters ¢who prophesied. And 
as we stayed many days, a certain prophet 
named "Agabus came down from Judea. 
11When he had come to us, he took Paul’s 
belt, bound his own hands and feet, and 
said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall 
the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who 
owns this belt, and deliver him into the 
hands of the Gentiles.’” 

12Now when we heard these things, both 
we and those from that place pleaded with 
him not to go up to Jerusalem. !3Then Paul 
answered, /“What do you mean by weeping 
and breaking my heart? For Iam ready not 
only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusa- 
lem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

14So when he would not be persuaded, 
we ceased, saying, ?“The will of the Lord 
be done.” 


Paul Urged to Make Peace 

15And after those days we packed and 
went up to Jerusalem. !6Also some of the 
disciples from Caesarea went with us and 
brought with them a certain Mnason of 
Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we 
were to lodge. 


* 20:28 M-Text reads of the Lord and God. 

* 20:34 NU-Text and M-Text omit Yes. *21:4 NU- 
Text reads the disciples. * 21:8 NU-Text omits 
who were Paul’s companions. 


20:28 Church—The elders or overseers of God’s 
flock must be men who are appointed not just by 
other men, but by the Holy Spirit of God. The lead- 
ership of the church is a solemn responsibility, and it 
should only be accepted by those who are convinced 
that they have been both called and equipped by the 
Holy Spirit to do this work. An elder has the respon- 
sibility to follow the example of our Chief Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ, as a servant leader. 

20:35 It is more blessed to give. This saying of Jesus 
is not found in the Gospels, but it has been recorded 
here through Paul’s knowledge of it. 

21:2 a ship sailing over to Phoenicia. |n the summer 
months, the wind of the Aegean Sea blows from the 
north, beginning very early in the morning. In the late 
afternoon the wind dies away. Sunset brings a dead 
calm, and later a gentle southerly breeze blows. Ifa ship 
was heading down the coast, it would typically anchor 
at evening and wait for the winds of the morning. 
21:4 through the Spirit. Because of this warning, 


many have thought that Paul's insistence in going to 
Jerusalem was disobedience to God's will. However, 
it is more likely that this was simply a warning to 
let him know what to expect in the future. Paul was 
obviously very sensitive to the Holy Spirit (16:6), and 
felt that he had received specific instructions to go to 
Jerusalem (20:22). Later Jesus Himself encouraged 
Paul concerning his decision to go (23:11). 

21:10-14 bound his own hands and feet. The Holy 
Spirit did not forbid Paul to go to Jerusalem, but 
warned him of what it would cost him. 
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171And when we had come to Jerusa- 
lem, the brethren received us gladly. !8On 
the following day Paul went in with us to 
mJames, and all the elders were present. 
19When he had greeted them, “he told in 
detail those things which God had done 
among the Gentiles °through his ministry. 
20And when they heard it, they glorified 
the Lord. And they said to him, “You see, 
brother, how many myriads of Jews there 
are who have believed, and they are all 
»zealous for the law; 2!but they have been 
informed about you that you teach all the 
Jews who are among the Gentiles to for- 
sake Moses, saying that they ought not to 
circumcise their children nor to walk ac- 
cording to the customs. 22What then? The 
assembly must certainly meet, for they 
will* hear that you have come. 23Therefore 
do what we tell you: We have four men who 
have taken a vow. 24Take them and be puri- 
fied with them, and pay their expenses so 
that they may “shave their heads, and that 
all may know that those things of which 
they were informed concerning you are 
nothing, but that you yourself also walk 
orderly and keep the law. 25But concerning 
the Gentiles who believe, "we have written 
and decided that they should observe no 
such thing, except* that they should keep 
themselves from things offered to idols, 
from blood, from things strangled, and 
from sexual immorality.” 


Arrested in the Temple 

26Then Paul took the men, and the next 
day, having been purified with them, sen- 
tered the temple ‘to announce the expira- 
tion of the days of purification, at which 
time an offering should be made for each 
one of them. 

27Now when the seven days were almost 
ended, “the Jews from Asia, seeing him in 
the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and 
vlaid hands on him, 28crying out, “Men of 
Israel, help! This is the man ~who teach- 
es all men everywhere against the people, 
the law, and this place; and furthermore he 
also brought Greeks into the temple and 
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has defiled this holy place.” 29(For they had 
previously* seen xTrophimus the Ephesian 
with him in the city, whom they supposed 
that Paul had brought into the temple.) 

30And vall the city was disturbed; and 
the people ran together, seized Paul, and 
dragged him out of the temple; and imme- 
diately the doors were shut. 3!Now as they 
were Zseeking to kill him, news came to the 
commander of the garrison that all Jerusa- 
lem was in an uproar. 324He immediately 
took soldiers and centurions, and ran down 
to them. And when they saw the command- 
er and the soldiers, they stopped beating 
Paul. 33Then the commander came near 
and took him, and ‘commanded him to be 
bound with two chains; and he asked who 
he was and what he had done. 34And some 
among the multitude cried one thing and 
some another. 

So when he could not ascertain the truth 
because of the tumult, he commanded him 
to be taken into the barracks. 35When he 
reached the stairs, he had to be carried by 
the soldiers because of the violence of the 
mob. 36For the multitude of the people fol- 
lowed after, crying out, ¢“Away with him!” 


Addressing the Jerusalem Mob 

37Then as Paul was about to be led into 
the barracks, he said to the commander, 
“May I speak to you?” 

He replied, “Can you speak Greek? 38¢Are 
you not the Egyptian who some time ago 
stirred up a rebellion and led the four thou- 
sand assassins out into the wilderness?” 

39But Paul said, /“I am a Jew from Tar- 
sus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; 
and I implore you, permit me to speak to 
the people.” 

40So when he had given him permission, 
Paul stood on the stairs and smotioned 
with his hand to the people. And when 
there was a great silence, he spoke to them 
in the "Hebrew language, saying, 


* 21:22 NU-Text reads What then is to be done? 
They will certainly. * 21:25 NU-Text omits 
that they should observe no such thing, except. 
* 21:29 M-Text omits previously. 


21:17 Fellowship—Fellowship means more than 
chatting over coffee and cookies, or sharing a potluck 
supper. Christian fellowship essentially means shar- 
ing one another's lives, participating in both the joy 
and sorrow of our brothers and sisters in Christ. Chris- 
tian community extends beyond geography, class, 
color, and gender. As parts of one glorious whole, the 
body of Christ, believers rejoice in one another's joy, 
and reach out a helping hand for another's need. 
21:25 keep themselves from. The spiritual unity of 
the body of believers is realized in its diversity, not 
in its conformity. From our diverse backgrounds and 
cultures we honor the same Lord. 

21:28 defiled this holy place. The temple in New 
Testament times was surrounded by three courts. 
The innermost court was the Court of Israel, where 
Jewish men could offer sacrifices. The second court 
was the Court of Women where Jewish families could 


gather for prayer and worship. The outer court was 
the Court of Gentiles, open to all who would worship 
God. The penalty for any Gentile who went beyond 
this court was death. 

21:38 Are you not the Egyptian. An assassin claim- 
ing to be a prophet had come to Jerusalem in A.D. 
54, and led four thousand Jews up to the Mount of 
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2 2 “Brethren¢ and fathers, hear my de- 

fense before you now.” 2And when 
they heard that he spoke to them in the 
bHebrew language, they kept all the more 
silent. 

Then he said: 3¢“I am indeed a Jew, born 
in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this 
city dat the feet of eGamaliel, taught fac- 
cording to the strictness of our fathers’ 
law, and was zealous toward God "as you 
all are today. 4‘I persecuted this Way to the 
death, binding and delivering into prisons 
both men and women, Sas also the high 
priest bears me witness, and ‘all the coun- 
cil of the elders, "from whom I also received 
letters to the brethren, and went to Damas- 
cus 'to bring in chains even those who were 
there to Jerusalem to be punished. 

6“Now ™it happened, as I journeyed 
and came near Damascus at about noon, 
suddenly a great light from heaven shone 
around me. 7And I fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting Me?’ 8So I an- 
swered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said 
to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you 
are persecuting.’ 

9“And "those who were with me indeed 
saw the light and were afraid,* but they 
did not hear the voice of Him who spoke 
to me. 10So I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ 
And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into 
Damascus, and there you will be told all 
things which are appointed for you to do.’ 
llAnd since I could not see for the glory of 
that light, being led by the hand of those 
who were with me, I came into Damascus. 

12“Then °a certain Ananias, a devout 
man according to the law, Phaving a good 
testimony with all the 7Jews who dwelt 
there, came to me; and he stood and said 
to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ 
And at that same hour I looked up at him. 
M4Then he said, “The God of our fathers shas 
chosen you that you should ‘know His will, 
and see the Just One, vand hear the voice of 
His mouth. !5vFor you will be His witness to 
all men of what you have seen and heard. 
16And now why are you waiting? Arise and 
be baptized, Yand wash away your sins, 
zcalling on the name of the Lord.’ 


17“Now 4it happened, when I returned 
to Jerusalem and was praying in the tem- 
ple, that I was in a trance !8and "saw Him 
saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of 
Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive 
your testimony concerning Me.’ 19SoI said, 
‘Lord, “they know that in every synagogue 
I imprisoned and “beat those who believe 
on You. 2%And when the blood of Your mar- 
tyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing 
by £consenting to his death,* and guarding 
the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 
21Then He said to me, ‘Depart, "for I will 
send you far from here to the Gentiles.’ ” 


Paul’s Roman Citizenship 

22And they listened to him until this 
word, and then they raised their voices and 
said, ‘Away with such a fellow from the 
earth, for ‘he is not fit to live!” 23Then, as 
they cried out and tore off their clothes and 
threw dust into the air, 24the commander 
ordered him to be brought into the bar- 
racks, and said that he should be examined 
under scourging, so that he might know 
why they shouted so against him. 25And as 
they bound him with thongs, Paul said to 
the centurion who stood by, ®“Is it lawful 
for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, 
and uncondemned?” 

26When the centurion heard that, he 
went and told the commander, saying, 
“Take care what you do, for this man is a 
Roman.” 

27Then the commander came and said to 
him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?” 

He said, “Yes.” 

28The commander answered, “With a 
large sum I obtained this citizenship.” 

And Paul said, “But I was born a citi- 
zen.” 

29Then immediately those who were 
about to examine him withdrew from him; 
and the commander was also afraid after 
he found out that he was a Roman, and be- 
cause he had bound him. 


* 22:9 NU-Text omits and were afraid. 
* 22:20 NU-Text omits to his death. 


Olives, promising that at his word the walls of Jeru- 
salem would fall and the Roman Empire would be 
destroyed. The uprising was crushed, leaving four 
hundred Jews dead and another two hundred as 
prisoners. The Egyptian escaped into the desert with 
some of his followers. 

22:16 calling on the name of the Lord. Calling on 
the name of the Lord is what brings salvation, not the 
physical act of baptism (Rom. 10:9-13). Baptism is the 
public declaration of one’s repentance and new life. 
22:24 under scourging. The scourge was a leather 
whip, studded with pieces of metal or bone, fastened 
to a wooden handle. The victim was stretched out on 
the floor or bound to a pillar to be beaten. Scourg- 
ing was a cruel torture, designed to maim or kill the 
victim. 

22:28 born a citizen. Roman citizenship was 


originally limited to free Romans, but later it was 
offered to many others in the empire, either as a 
reward for outstanding service, or in exchange for a 
high price. Because Paul's father was a Roman citizen 
(how he became a citizen is unknown), Paul was born 


22:1 Acts 7:2 22:2°Acts21:40 22:3¢2 Cor. 11:22 

4 Deut. 33:3 &Acts 5:34 fActs 23:6; 26:5 9Gal. 1:14 
h[Rom. 10:2] 22:4/1 Tim. 1:13 22:5/ Acts 23:14; 24:1; 
25:15 kLuke 22:66 /Acts9:2 22:6 Acts 9:3; 26:12, 

13 22:9" Acts9:7  22:12° Acts 9:17 P Acts 10:22 
91Tim.3:7 22:14" Acts 3:13; 5:30 5 Acts 9:15; 26:16 
tActs 3:14; 7:52 41 Cor. 9:1; 15:8 YGal. 1:12 22:15” Acts 
23:11 *Acts 4:20; 26:16 22:16¥YHeb. 10:22 7Rom. 10:13 
22:17 7 Acts 9:26; 26:20 22:18 Acts 22:14 “Matt. 
10:14 22:194 Acts 8:3; 22:4 ©Matt. 10:17 22:20 Acts 
7:54—8:1 9Luke 11:48 22:21" Acts9:15 22:22! Acts 
21:36 JActs 25:24 22:25* Acts 16:37 


The Sanhedrin Divided 


30The next day, because he wanted to 
know for certain why he was accused by 
the Jews, he released him from his bonds, 
and commanded the chief priests and all 
their council to appear, and brought Paul 
down and set him before them. 
2 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the 

council, said, “Men and brethren, ¢I 

have lived in all good conscience before 
God until this day.” 2And the high priest 
Ananias commanded those who stood by 
him >to strike him on the mouth. ?Then 
Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you 
whitewashed wall! For you sit to judge me 
according to the law, and «do you com- 
mand me to be struck contrary to the law?” 

4And those who stood by said, “Do you 
revile God’s high priest?” 

5Then Paul said, ¢“I did not know, breth- 
ren, that he was the high priest; for it is 
written, ¢‘You shall not speak evil of a ruler 
of your people.’”* 

6But when Paul perceived that one part 
were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, 
he cried out in the council, “Men and breth- 
ren, ‘Iam a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; 
gconcerning the hope and resurrection of 
the dead I am being judged!” 

7And when he had said this, a dissen- 
sion arose between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees; and the assembly was divid- 
ed. 8hFor Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection—and no angel or spirit; but 
the Pharisees confess both. 9Then there 
arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the 
Pharisees’ party arose and protested, say- 
ing, “We find no evil in this man; but iif a 
spirit or an angel has spoken to him, ®let us 
not fight against God.”* 

10Now when there arose a great dissen- 
sion, the commander, fearing lest Paul 
might be pulled to pieces by them, com- 
manded the soldiers to go down and take 
him by force from among them, and bring 
him into the barracks. 


The Plot Against Paul 
11But ‘the following night the Lord stood 
by him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for 
as you have testified for Me in "Jerusalem, 
so you must also bear witness at "Rome.” 
12And when it was day, “some of the Jews 


ACTS 23:25 @ 1233 
banded together and bound themselves 
under an oath, saying that they would nei- 
ther eat nor drink till they had Pkilled Paul. 
13Now there were more than forty who 
had formed this conspiracy. 44They came 
to the chief priests and “elders, and said, 
“We have bound ourselves under a great 
oath that we will eat nothing until we have 
killed Paul. !5Now you, therefore, together 
with the council, suggest to the command- 
er that he be brought down to you tomor- 
row,* as though you were going to make 
further inquiries concerning him; but we 
are ready to kill him before he comes near.” 
16So when Paul’s sister’s son heard of 
their ambush, he went and entered the bar- 
racks and told Paul. !7Then Paul called one 
of the centurions to him and said, “Take 
this young man to the commander, for he 
has something to tell him.” 18So he took 
him and brought him to the commander 
and said, “Paul the prisoner called me to 
him and asked me to bring this young man 
to you. He has something to say to you.” 
19Then the commander took him by 
the hand, went aside, and asked privately, 
“What is it that you have to tell me?” 
20And he said, “The Jews have agreed to 
ask that you bring Paul down to the coun- 
cil tomorrow, as though they were going to 
inquire more fully about him. 2!But do not 
yield to them, for more than forty of them 
lie in wait for him, men who have bound 
themselves by an oath that they will nei- 
ther eat nor drink till they have killed him; 
and now they are ready, waiting for the 
promise from you.” 
22So the commander let the young man 
depart, and commanded him, “Tell no one 
that you have revealed these things to me.” 


Sent to Felix 

23And he called for two centurions, say- 
ing, “Prepare two hundred soldiers, seven- 
ty horsemen, and two hundred spearmen 
to go to sCaesarea at the third hour of the 
night; 24and provide mounts to set Paul on, 
and bring him safely to Felix the governor.” 
25He wrote a letter in the following manner: 


* 23:5 Exodus 22:28 * 23:9 NU-Text omits last 
clause and reads what if a spirit or an angel has 
spokento him? *23:15 NU-Text omits tomorrow. 


a citizen. Ultimately, God used Paul’s Roman citizen- 
ship to spread the gospel to Rome. 

23:1 Conscience—The human conscience is given 
as a tool, enabling us to tell right from wrong, and 
to evaluate our own actions. The problem is that 
the conscience of fallen humans is not a reliable 
guide. Because humans are not “basically good,” an 
untrained conscience will not necessarily lead toward 
right. The conscience must be trained by good teach- 
ing. It can be rendered useless if it is seared or defiled, 
it can be deadened by constantly ignoring it. In order 
to provide useful guidance, the conscience must be 
recharged by the Holy Spirit. It must be kept clear by 
confession of sins, and refusing to accept violations. 


23:11 witness at Rome. Because of the earlier warn- 
ings of his friends (21:4,10-14), Paul may have begun 
to doubt his decision. The Lord gave Paul special 
encouragement at this time, that he was indeed 
doing just what God wanted him to do. 
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26 Claudius Lysias, 
To the most excellent governor Felix: 
Greetings. 


27 tThis man was seized by the Jews and 
was about to be killed by them. Coming 
with the troops I rescued him, having 
learned that he was a Roman. 284And 
when I wanted to know the reason they 
accused him, I brought him before 
their council. 29] found out that he was 
accused concerning questions of their 
law, “but had nothing charged against 
him deserving of death or chains. 
30And *when it was told me that the 
Jews lay in wait for the man,* I sent 
him immediately to you, and Yalso com- 
manded his accusers to state before you 
the charges against him. 


Farewell. 


31Then the soldiers, as they were com- 
manded, took Paul and brought him by 
night to Antipatris. 32The next day they 
left the horsemen to go on with him, and 
returned to the barracks. 33When they 
came to 2Caesarea and had delivered the 
ajetter to the governor, they also present- 
ed Paul to him. 34And when the governor 
had read it, he asked what province he was 
from. And when he understood that he was 
from >Cilicia, 35he said, ¢“I will hear you 
when your accusers also have come.” And 
he commanded him to be kept in ¢Herod’s 
Praetorium. 


Accused of Sedition 
2 4 Now after “five days >Ananias the 
high priest came down with the el- 
ders and a certain orator named Tertul- 
lus. These gave evidence to the governor 
against Paul. 
2And when he was called upon, Tertul- 
lus began his accusation, saying: “Seeing 
that through you we enjoy great peace, 
and prosperity is being brought to this 
nation by your foresight, we accept it al- 
ways and in all places, most noble Felix, 
with all thankfulness. 4Nevertheless, not to 
be tedious to you any further, I beg you to 


hear, by your courtesy, a few words from 
us. 5cFor we have found this man a plague, 
a creator of dissension among all the Jews 
throughout the world, and a ringleader of 
the sect of the Nazarenes. 64He even tried 
to profane the temple, and we seized him,* 
and wanted ¢to judge him according to our 
law. 7But the commander Lysias came by 
and with great violence took him out of 
our hands, 8?commanding his accusers to 
come to you. By examining him yourself 
you may ascertain all these things of which 
we accuse him.” 9And the Jews also assent- 
ed,* maintaining that these things were so. 


The Defense Before Felix 

10Then Paul, after the governor had nod- 
ded to him to speak, answered: “Inasmuch 
as I know that you have been for many 
years a judge of this nation, I do the more 
cheerfully answer for myself, "because 
you may ascertain that it is no more than 
twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem 
hto worship. !2iAnd they neither found me 
in the temple disputing with anyone nor in- 
citing the crowd, either in the synagogues 
or in the city. 3Nor can they prove the 
things of which they now accuse me. But 
this I confess to you, that according to ithe 
Way which they call a sect, so I worship 
the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in ‘the Law and in the 
Prophets. !5™] have hope in God, which 
they themselves also accept, "that there 
will be a resurrection of the dead,* both of 
the just and the unjust. 16°This being so, I 
myself always strive to have a conscience 
without offense toward God and men. 

17“Now after many years °I came to 
bring alms and offerings to my nation, 
18ain the midst of which some Jews from 
Asia found me "purified in the temple, nei- 
ther with a mob nor with tumult. !8sThey 
ought to have been here before you to 


* 23:30 NU-Text reads there would be a plot 
against theman. *24:6 NU-Text ends the sen- 
tence here and omits the rest of verse 6, all of verse 
7, and the first clause of verse 8. *24:9 NU-Text 
and M-Text read joined the attack. *24:15 NU- 
Text omits of the dead. 


23:33 the governor. Antonius Felix governed Judea 
from A.D. 52 to 60. Felix had been a slave, but had 
gained the status of freedman under the emperor 
Claudius. Because Felix’s brother was a friend of the 
emperor, Felix’s political career blossomed, even 
though he was not popular among his peers. The 
writer Tacitus described him as “exercising the pow- 
ers of a king with the character of a slave.” 

24:14 the Way. Paul openly admitted that he was a 
follower of “the Way” (those who followed Jesus), but 
he contended that he still believed the Law and the 
Prophets. That is, he was a follower of Judaism, a reli- 
gion which enjoyed the protection of Rome. 

24:16 Conscience—There is a connection between 
Paul’s belief in future judgment and his desire to 
maintain a clear conscience before God and man. 


The intensity of Paul’s desire may be seen from the 
verb translated “always strive,” which occurs only 
here in the New Testament. Paul’s desire to have a 
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object if they had anything against me. 
200r else let those who are here themselves 
say if they found any wrongdoing* in me 
while I stood before the council, 2!unless it 
is for this one statement which I cried out, 
standing among them, “Concerning the 
resurrection of the dead I am being judged 
by you this day.’” 


Felix Procrastinates 

22But when Felix heard these things, 
having more accurate knowledge of the 
uWay, he adjourned the proceedings and 
said, “When vLysias the commander comes 
down, I will make a decision on your case.” 
23So he commanded the centurion to keep 
Paul and to let him have liberty, and “told 
him not to forbid any of his friends to pro- 
vide for or visit him. 

24And after some days, when Felix came 
with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he 
sent for Paul and heard him concerning 
the xfaith in Christ. 25Now as he reasoned 
about righteousness, self-control, and the 
judgment to come, Felix was afraid and an- 
swered, “Go away for now; when I have a 
convenient time I will call for you.” 26Mean- 
while he also hoped that ymoney would be 
given him by Paul, that he might release 
him.* Therefore he sent for him more often 
and conversed with him. 

27But after two years Porcius Festus suc- 
ceeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to do the 
Jews a favor, left Paul bound. 


Paul Appeals to Caesar 
2 Now when Festus had come to the 
province, after three days he went 
up from ¢Caesarea to Jerusalem. 2/Then 
the high priest* and the chief men of the 
Jews informed him against Paul; and they 
petitioned him, 3asking a favor against 
him, that he would summon him to Jeru- 
salem—cwhile they lay in ambush along 
the road to kill him. 4But Festus answered 
that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and 
that he himself was going there shortly. 
5“Therefore,” he said, “let those who have 
authority among you go down with me and 
accuse this man, to see 4if there is any fault 
in him.” 


ACTS 25:16 @ 1235 

6And when he had remained among 
them more than ten days, he went down 
to Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on 
the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to 
be brought. 7When he had come, the Jews 
who had come down from Jerusalem stood 
about eand laid many serious complaints 
against Paul, which they could not prove, 
8while he answered for himself, ‘Neither 
against the law of the Jews, nor against the 
temple, nor against Caesar have I offended 
in anything at all.” 

But Festus, ¢wanting to do the Jews a 
favor, answered Paul and said, "“Are you 
willing to go up to Jerusalem and there 
be judged before me concerning these 
things?” 

10So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judg- 
ment seat, where I ought to be judged. To 
the Jews I have done no wrong, as you 
very well know. "'For if I am an offender, 
or have committed anything deserving of 
death, I do not object to dying; but if there 
is nothing in these things of which these 
men accuse me, no one can deliver me to 
them. ‘I appeal to Caesar.” 

122Then Festus, when he had conferred 
with the council, answered, “You have ap- 
pealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!” 


Paul Before Agrippa 

BAnd after some days King Agrippa 
and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet 
Festus. 14When they had been there many 
days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the 
king, saying: *“There is a certain man left 
a prisoner by Felix, !5‘about whom the chief 
priests and the elders of the Jews informed 
me, when I was in Jerusalem, asking for 
a judgment against him. 16mTo them I an- 
swered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans 
to deliver any man to destruction* before 
the accused meets the accusers face to 
face, and has opportunity to answer for 
himself concerning the charge against 


* 24:20 NU-Text and M-Text read say what wrong- 
doing they found. *24:26 NU-Text omits that he 
might release him. * 25:2 NU-Text reads chief 
priests. *25:16 NU-Text omits to destruction, 
although it is implied. 


good conscience toward God and man reflects the 
summary of duties of the law of love toward God and 
neighbor. The conscience needs to be enlightened 
and purified by Scripture in regard to our responsibil- 
ities toward God and man. 

24:22 having more accurate knowledge of the 
Way. Felix’s wife Drusilla was Jewish, and part of 
the Herodian family. Felix had governed Judea and 
Samaria for six years. He had ample opportunity to 
understand both Judaism and “the Way” as he must 
have observed the workings of the early church in 
Jerusalem. 

24:27 after two years. Around A.D. 60, a riot broke 
out in Caesarea. Felix crushed it with such force that 
he was removed from office. 

25:11 appeal to Caesar. If a Roman citizen thought 


he was not getting justice in a provincial court, he 
could appeal to the emperor himself. If the appeal 
was declared valid, all other proceedings in the lower 
courts ceased and the prisoner was sent to Rome for 
the disposition of his case. 
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him.’ !17Therefore when they had come to- 
gether, "without any delay, the next day I 
sat on the judgment seat and command- 
ed the man to be brought in. 18When the 
accusers stood up, they brought no accu- 
sation against him of such things as I sup- 
posed, 1!%°but had some questions against 
him about their own religion and about a 
certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul 
affirmed to be alive. 20And because I was 
uncertain of such questions, I asked wheth- 
er he was willing to go to Jerusalem and 
there be judged concerning these matters. 
21But when Paul Pappealed to be reserved 
for the decision of Augustus, I command- 
ed him to be kept till I could send him to 
Caesar.” 

22Then ¢Agrippa said to Festus, “I also 
would like to hear the man myself.” 

“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear 
him.” 

23So the next day, when Agrippa and 
Bernice had come with great pomp, and 
had entered the auditorium with the com- 
manders and the prominent men of the city, 
at Festus’ command "Paul was brought in. 
24And Festus said: “King Agrippa and all 
the men who are here present with us, 
you see this man about whom sthe whole 
assembly of the Jews petitioned me, both 
at Jerusalem and here, crying out that he 
was ‘not fit to live any longer. 25But when I 
found that “he had committed nothing de- 
serving of death, vand that he himself had 
appealed to Augustus, I decided to send 
him. 26] have nothing certain to write to 
my lord concerning him. Therefore I have 
brought him out before you, and especially 
before you, King Agrippa, so that after the 
examination has taken place I may have 
something to write. 27For it seems to me 
unreasonable to send a prisoner and not to 
specify the charges against him.” 


Paul's Early Life 
2 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are 
permitted to speak for yourself.” 

So Paul stretched out his hand and an- 
swered for himself: 2“I think myself ¢hap- 
py, King Agrippa, because today I shall 
answer >for myself before you concerning 
all the things of which I am caccused by the 
Jews, sespecially because you are expert in 
all customs and questions which have to do 
with the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear 
me patiently. 


4“My manner of life from my youth, 
which was spent from the beginning 
among my own nation at Jerusalem, all 
the Jews know. 5They knew me from the 
first, if they were willing to testify, that 
according to “the strictest sect of our reli- 
gion I lived a Pharisee. 6&eAnd now I stand 
and am judged for the hope of ‘the promise 
made by God to our fathers. 7To this prom- 
ise Sour twelve tribes, earnestly serving 
God 'night and day, ‘hope to attain. For this 
hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused 
by the Jews. 8Why should it be thought in- 
credible by you that God raises the dead? 

9i“Indeed, I myself thought I must do 
many things contrary to the name of *Je- 
sus of Nazareth. 10/This I also did in Jeru- 
salem, and many of the saints I shut up in 
prison, having received authority "from 
the chief priests; and when they were put to 
death, I cast my vote against them. '"And 
I punished them often in every synagogue 
and compelled them to blaspheme; and 
being exceedingly enraged against them, I 
persecuted them even to foreign cities. 


Paul Recounts His Conversion 

120“While thus occupied, as I journeyed 
to Damascus with authority and commis- 
sion from the chief priests, at midday, 
O king, along the road I saw a light from 
heaven, brighter than the sun, shining 
around me and those who journeyed with 
me. And when we all had fallen to the 
ground, I heard a voice speaking to me 
and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is 
hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 
15So I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He 
said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecut- 
ing. 16But rise and stand on your feet; for I 
have appeared to you for this purpose, ?to 
make you a minister and a witness both 
of the things which you have seen and of 
the things which I will yet reveal to you. 17] 
will deliver you from the Jewish people, as 
well as from the Gentiles, ¢to whom I now* 
send you, !8’to open their eyes, in order sto 
turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God, ‘that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and “an inheri- 
tance among those who are vsanctified by 
faith in Me’ 


* 26:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit now. 


26:5 | lived a Pharisee. Paul was not some stranger 
or foreigner trying to start a new religion. He was a 
Jew, and a member of the religious body which took 
God's law most seriously. 

26:6-7 Hope—Paul faced a real paradox in his trial 
before Agrippa. He had been a faithful Pharisee, look- 
ing forward to the fulfillment of their common hope, 
the coming of the Messiah, and eventually the resur- 
rection of the dead. Now that the Messiah had come, 
and Paul began proclaiming the truth of His atone- 
ment and resurrection, he was being persecuted by 
the very ones who had once shared his hope. 
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Paul’s Post-Conversion Life 

19“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision, 2°but 
wdeclared first to those in Damascus and 
in Jerusalem, and throughout all the region 
of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent, turn to God, and do xworks 
befitting repentance. 2!For these reasons 
the Jews seized me in the temple and tried 
to kill me. 22Therefore, having obtained 
help from God, to this day I stand, witness- 
ing both to small and great, saying no oth- 
er things than those Ywhich the prophets 
and 2Moses said would come— 22cthat the 
Christ would suffer, >that He would be the 
first to rise from the dead, and ‘would pro- 
claim light to the Jewish people and to the 
Gentiles.” 


Agrippa Parries Paul’s Challenge 

24Now as he thus made his defense, Fes- 
tus said with a loud voice, “Paul, ¢you are 
beside yourself! Much learning is driving 
you mad!” 

25But he said, “I am not mad, most no- 
ble Festus, but speak the words of truth 
and reason. 26For the king, before whom I 
also speak freely, °¢knows these things; for 
Iam convinced that none of these things 
escapes his attention, since this thing was 
not done in a corner. 27King Agrippa, do 
you believe the prophets? I know that you 
do believe.” 

28Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You 
almost persuade me to become a Chris- 
tian.” 

29And Paul said, ‘“I would to God that 
not only you, but also all who hear me 
today, might become both almost and 
altogether such as I am, except for these 
chains.” 

30When he had said these things, the 
king stood up, as well as the governor 
and Bernice and those who sat with them; 
3land when they had gone aside, they 
talked among themselves, saying, *“This 
man is doing nothing deserving of death 
or chains.” 

32Then Agrippa said to Festus, “This 
man might have been set "free ‘if he had 
not appealed to Caesar.” 


ACTS 27:14 @ 1237 
The Voyage to Rome Begins 
2 And when 4it was decided that we 
should sail to Italy, they delivered 

Paul and some other prisoners to one 
named Julius, a centurion of the Augus- 
tan Regiment. 2So, entering a ship of 
Adramyttium, we put to sea, meaning 
to sail along the coasts of Asia. »Aris- 
tarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, 
was with us. 3And the next day we land- 
ed at Sidon. And Julius ‘treated Paul 
kindly and gave him liberty to go to his 
friends and receive care. 4When we had 
put to sea from there, we sailed under 
the shelter of Cyprus, because the winds 
were contrary. >And when we had sailed 
over the sea which is off Cilicia and Pam- 
phylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 
6There the centurion found ¢an Alexan- 
drian ship sailing to Italy, and he put us on 
board. 

7When we had sailed slowly many days, 
and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, 
the wind not permitting us to proceed, we 
sailed under the shelter of ¢Crete off Sal- 
mone. 8Passing it with difficulty, we came 
to a place called Fair Havens, near the city 
of Lasea. 


Paul's Warning Ignored 

§SNow when much time had been spent, 
and sailing was now dangerous fbecause 
the Fast was already over, Paul advised 
them, !°saying, “Men, I perceive that this 
voyage will end with disaster and much 
loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also 
our lives.” UNevertheless the centurion 
was more persuaded by the helmsman and 
the owner of the ship than by the things 
spoken by Paul. !2And because the harbor 
was not suitable to winter in, the majority 
advised to set sail from there also, if by any 
means they could reach Phoenix, a harbor 
of Crete opening toward the southwest and 
northwest, and winter there. 


In the Tempest 

13When the south wind blew softly, sup- 
posing that they had obtained their desire, 
putting out to sea, they sailed close by 
Crete. }4But not long after, a tempestuous 


26:20 that they should repent. Repentance indi- 
cates a complete change in thinking, an “about face” 
of the mind and heart. Genuine repentance is evi- 
denced by changed behavior. 

26:22-23 Christ—Paul makes it clear that Jesus 
stood firmly in the tradition of the Hebrew Law and 
Prophets, and specifically identifies Him as the prom- 
ised Messiah. The suffering and death of the Messiah 
were ordained by God and proclaimed by His proph- 
ets. The resurrection of Jesus provided evidence of 
the control God was exercising over the process of 
redemption. This triumphant event removed the 
purely local and national character of Christ’s work, 
and gave His message of salvation worldwide dimen- 
sions, as had been prophesied (Is. 60:3; Mal. 1:11). 


27:4 the winds were contrary. This happened just 
before the winter storms increased, and sailing 
became difficult. Paul was being sent to Rome by ship 
at the worst time of year for sailing. 
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head wind arose, called Euroclydon.* 
15So when the ship was caught, and could 
not head into the wind, we let her drive. 
16And running under the shelter of an is- 
land called Clauda,* we secured the skiff 
with difficulty. 17When they had taken it 
on board, they used cables to undergird 
the ship; and fearing lest they should run 
aground on the Syrtis* Sands, they struck 
sail and so were driven. !8And because we 
were exceedingly tempest-tossed, the next 
day they lightened the ship. !9On the third 
day “we threw the ship’s tackle overboard 
with our own hands. 20Now when neither 
sun nor stars appeared for many days, and 
no small tempest beat on us, all hope that 
we would be saved was finally given up. 

21But after long abstinence from food, 
then Paul stood in the midst of them and 
said, “Men, you should have listened to 
me, and not have sailed from Crete and 
incurred this disaster and loss. 22And now 
I urge you to take heart, for there will be 
no loss of life among you, but only of the 
ship. 23"For there stood by me this night 
an angel of the God to whom I belong and 
iwhom I serve, 24saying, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Paul; you must be brought before Caesar; 
and indeed God has granted you all those 
who sail with you.’ 25Therefore take heart, 
men, ‘for I believe God that it will be just 
as it was told me. 26However, *we must run 
aground on a certain island.” 

27Now when the fourteenth night had 
come, as we were driven up and down in 
the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sail- 
ors sensed that they were drawing near 
some land. 28And they took soundings and 
found it to be twenty fathoms; and when 
they had gone a little farther, they took 
soundings again and found it to be fifteen 
fathoms. 29Then, fearing lest we should 
run aground on the rocks, they dropped 
four anchors from the stern, and prayed 
for day to come. 39And as the sailors were 
seeking to escape from the ship, when they 
had let down the skiff into the sea, under 
pretense of putting out anchors from the 
prow, 31Paul said to the centurion and the 
soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the 
ship, you cannot be saved.” 32Then the sol- 
diers cut away the ropes of the skiff and 
let it fall off. 

33And as day was about to dawn, Paul 
implored them all to take food, saying, “To- 
day is the fourteenth day you have wait- 
ed and continued without food, and eaten 
nothing. 34Therefore I urge you to take 
nourishment, for this is for your survival, 
lsince not a hair will fall from the head of 


any of you.” 35And when he had said these 
things, he took bread and “gave thanks to 
God in the presence of them all; and when 
he had broken it he began to eat. 36Then 
they were all encouraged, and also took 
food themselves. 37And in all we were two 
hundred and seventy-six "persons on the 
ship. 38So when they had eaten enough, 
they lightened the ship and threw out the 
wheat into the sea. 


Shipwrecked on Malta 

39When it was day, they did not recog- 
nize the land; but they observed a bay with 
a beach, onto which they planned to run 
the ship if possible. 49And they let go the 
anchors and left them in the sea, mean- 
while loosing the rudder ropes; and they 
hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made 
for shore. 41But striking a place where two 
seas met, “they ran the ship aground; and 
the prow stuck fast and remained immovy- 
able, but the stern was being broken up by 
the violence of the waves. 

42And the soldiers’ plan was to kill the 
prisoners, lest any of them should swim 
away and escape. 43But the centurion, 
wanting to save Paul, kept them from their 
purpose, and commanded that those who 
could swim should jump overboard first 
and get to land, 44and the rest, some on 
boards and some on parts of the ship. And 
so it was Pthat they all escaped safely to 
land. 


Paul's Ministry on Malta 
28 Now when they had escaped, they 
then found out that the island was 
called Malta. 2And the »natives showed us 
unusual kindness; for they kindled a fire 
and made us all welcome, because of the 
rain that was falling and because of the 
cold. 3But when Paul had gathered a bun- 
dle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a 
viper came out because of the heat, and 
fastened on his hand. 4So when the natives 
saw the creature hanging from his hand, 
they said to one another, “No doubt this 
man is a murderer, whom, though he has 
escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow 
to live.” But he shook off the creature into 
the fire and csuffered no harm. *However, 
they were expecting that he would swell 
up or suddenly fall down dead. But after 
they had looked for a long time and saw 
no harm come to him, they changed their 
minds and said that he was a god. 


* 27:14 NU-Text reads Euraquilon. *27:16 NU- 
Text reads Cauda. *27:17 M-Text reads Syrtes. 


27:14 Euroclydon. This was a name given to the 
northeasterly storms which blow up on the Mediter- 
ranean Sea at this time of year. 
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7In that region there was an estate of the 
leading citizen of the island, whose name 
was Publius, who received us and enter- 
tained us courteously for three days. 8And 
it happened that the father of Publius lay 
sick of a fever and dysentery. Paul went in 
to him and eprayed, and fhe laid his hands 
on him and healed him. 9So when this was 
done, the rest of those on the island who 
had diseases also came and were healed. 
10They also honored us in many #ways; 
and when we departed, they provided such 
things as were "necessary. 


Arrival at Rome 

After three months we sailed in ‘an 
Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was 
the Twin Brothers, which had wintered at 
the island. !2And landing at Syracuse, we 
stayed three days. !8From there we circled 
round and reached Rhegium. And after 
one day the south wind blew; and the next 
day we came to Puteoli, 4where we found 
ibrethren, and were invited to stay with 
them seven days. And so we went toward 
Rome. 45And from there, when the breth- 
ren heard about us, they came to meet us as 
far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When 
Paul saw them, he thanked God and took 
courage. 

16Now when we came to Rome, the cen- 
turion delivered the prisoners to the cap- 
tain of the guard; but Paul was permitted 
to dwell by himself with the soldier who 
guarded him. 


Paul's Ministry at Rome 

17And it came to pass after three days 
that Paul called the leaders of the Jews to- 
gether. So when they had come together, he 
said to them: “Men and brethren, ‘though I 
have done nothing against our people or 
the customs of our fathers, yet I was deliv- 
ered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the 
hands of the Romans, !8who, "when they 
had examined me, wanted to let me go, be- 
cause there was no cause for putting me to 
death. !9But when the Jews* spoke against 
it, ol was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not 


ACTS 28:29 @ 1239 
that I had anything of which to accuse my 
nation. 2°For this reason therefore I have 
called for you, to see you and speak with 
you, because Pfor the hope of Israel I am 
bound with ¢this chain.” 

21Then they said to him, “We neither re- 
ceived letters from Judea concerning you, 
nor have any of the brethren who came 
reported or spoken any evil of you. 22But 
we desire to hear from you what you think; 
for concerning this sect, we know that ‘it is 
spoken against everywhere.” 

23So when they had appointed him a 
day, many came to him at his lodging, sto 
whom he explained and solemnly testified 
of the kingdom of God, persuading them 
concerning Jesus ‘from both the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets, from morning till 
evening. 24And “some were persuaded by 
the things which were spoken, and some 
disbelieved. 25So when they did not agree 
among themselves, they departed after 
Paul had said one word: “The Holy Spirit 
spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet 
to our* fathers, 26saying, 


v‘Go to this people and say: 
“Hearing you will hear, and shall not 
understand; 
And seeing you will see, and not 
perceive; 
27 For the hearts of this people have 
grown dull. 
Their ears are hard of hearing, 
And their eyes they have closed, 
Lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, 
Lest they should understand with their 
hearts and turn, 
So that I should heal them.”’* 


28“Therefore let it be known to you that 
the salvation of God has been sent vto 
the Gentiles, and they will hear it!” 29And 
when he had said these words, the Jews 
departed and had a great dispute among 
themselves.* 


* 28:19 That is, the ruling authorities 
Text reads your. *28:27 Isaiah 6:9, 10 
* 28:29 NU-Text omits this verse. 


* 28:25 NU- 


28:8 lay sick of a fever. This fever was possibly Malta 
fever, which was common in Malta, Gibraltar, and 
other Mediterranean islands. The microorganism has 
since been traced to the milk of the Maltese goats. 
The fever usually lasted four months, but sometimes 
could last as long as two or three years. 

28:17 leaders of the Jews. By this time, the decree 
of the emperor Claudius (18:2) had been allowed to 
lapse, and Jews had returned to Rome. 

28:20 Hope—tThe hope of Israel and the hope which 
Paul had found in Christ were not two different 
things. Wherever he went, he proclaimed Christ to 
the Jews as the fulfillment of their hope. That hope 
included not only the resurrection; it also included 
the Messiah and His kingdom. Paul is careful to 
emphasize that the hope which he now proclaims 
does not undermine the hope of Israel but rather 


is its divine fulfillment. His devotion to the hope of 
the fathers was the cause that brought about his 
imprisonment and put him in chains. His demeanor 
before these Jewish leaders in Rome must have been 
impressive. As he stood before these men whose 
influence could result in life or death for him, there 
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30Then Paul dwelt two whole years in 
his own rented house, and received all who 
came to him, 3!“preaching the kingdom of 


God and teaching the things which con- 
cern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confi- 
dence, no one forbidding him. 


was no quaking or fear. He had that hope which made 
him secure, whatever happened. 

28:30 two whole years. Paul wrote four of the New 
Testament letters (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
and Philemon) during this period. 

28:31 preaching...teaching. Apparently Paul's case 
had not been decided when Luke finished this book. 
It is thought that Paul was in fact released (there 
was really no case against him), and actually went to 


Spain as he desired (Rom. 15:24). Titus 1:5 implies that 
Paul ministered on the island of Crete (something 
not mentioned in Acts), and many believe that Paul 
resumed his missionary travel for a few more years 
before his final arrest, condemnation, and execution, 
sometime around A.D. 67. 


28:31 * Eph. 6:19 


THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


ROMANS 


> AUTHOR: All critical schools agree on the Pauline authorship of this foundational 
book. The vocabulary, style, logic, and theological development are consistent with 
Paul’s other epistles. He wrote Romans in A.D. 57, near the end of his third missionary 
journey, evidently during his three-month stay in Greece (Acts 20:3-6), more spe- 
cifically, in Corinth. The church in Rome was well known (Rom. 1:8), and it had been 
established for several years by the time of this letter. The believers were probably 
numerous, and evidently they met in several places (16:1-16). The historian Tacitus 
even referred to the Christians who were persecuted there under Nero in A.D. 64 as 
an “immense multitude,” as the gospel filled the gap left by the practically defunct 
polytheism of Roman religion. 

> TIME: c. A.D. 57 > KEY VERSES: Rom. 1:16-17 

> THEME: Most scholars think that Paul probably wrote this letter from Corinth, 
shortly before going to Jerusalem with the relief funds for the believers there. At 
this point in his life and ministry, his theology has been fully developed through 
years of study and interaction with people as he preached the gospel. Romans sys- 
tematically explains what Christ did, why He did it, and what has happened as a 
result. It speaks to what we are as humans and how God has interacted with us 
through Christ. It lays out God’s plan for the world, clarifying what has happened 
and is still happening in biblical history. In this way, Paul forces us to deal with all 
the false versions of reality inspired by our fallen human nature as opposed to God's 


gracious, sustaining plan. 


Greeting 

Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, 

acalled to be an apostle, »separated to 
the gospel of God 2-which He promised 
before “through His prophets in the Holy 
Scriptures, 3concerning His Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who was born of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, 4and 
fdeclared to be the Son of God with pow- 
er according sto the Spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead. Through 
Him "we have received grace and apostle- 
ship for iobedience to the faith among all 
nations /for His name, &among whom you 
also are the called of Jesus Christ; 


7To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, 
kcalled to be saints: 


‘Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Desire to Visit Rome 

8First, "I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for you all, that "your faith is spoken 
of throughout the whole world. 9For God 
is my witness, P>whom I serve with my spir- 
it in the gospel of His Son, that «without 
ceasing I make mention of you always in 
my prayers, !9making request if, by some 
means, now at last I may find a way in the 
will of God to come to you. For I long to see 
you, that "I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift, so that you may be established— !2that 
is, that I may be encouraged together with 
you by sthe mutual faith both of you and me. 

13Now I do not want you to be unaware, 
brethren, that I often planned to come to 
you (but ‘was hindered until now), that I 
might have some “fruit among you also, 
just as among the other Gentiles. 4J am a 
debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, 


1:1 bondservant. A bondservant is a slave. Paul is 
talking about a slavery taken voluntarily out of love 
(see Ex. 21:1-6), unlike the forced slavery known to so 
many in the Roman Empire. 

1:4 declared. The word translated “declared” means 
“designated.” Jesus did not become the Son of God 
by the resurrection. Instead, the resurrection proved 
that Jesus was the Son of God. 

1:14 barbarians. Paul is referring to the non-Greek 


Gentile populations, such as the northern European 
peoples, the Britons, the Gauls, and the Celts. 
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both to wise and to unwise. So, as much 
as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel 
to you who are in Rome also. 


The Just Live by Faith 

16For YI am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ,* for “it is the power of God to salva- 
tion for everyone who believes, *for the Jew 
first and also for the Greek. !7For vin it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith 
to faith; as it is written, 2“The just shall live 
by faith.”* 


God's Wrath on Unrighteousness 

18aFor the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and >un- 
righteousness of men, who suppress the 
truth in unrighteousness, !%because «what 
may be known of God is manifest in them, 
for “God has shown it to them. 2°For since 
the creation of the world ¢His invisible 
attributes are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they 
are without excuse, 2!because, although 
they knew God, they did not glorify Him 
as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. 222Professing to be 
wise, they became fools, 23and changed 
the glory of the “incorruptible ‘God into 
an image made like corruptible man—and 
birds and four-footed animals and creep- 
ing things. 

24iTherefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, "to 
dishonor their bodies ‘among themselves, 
25who exchanged the truth of God "for the 


lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed for- 
ever. Amen. 

26For this reason God gave them up to 
ovile passions. For even their women ex- 
changed the natural use for what is against 
nature. 27Likewise also the men, leaving 
the natural use of the woman, burned in 
their lust for one another, men with men 
committing what is shameful, and receiv- 
ing in themselves the penalty of their error 
which was due. 

28And even as they did not like to re- 
tain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a debased mind, to do those 
things Pwhich are not fitting; 29being 
filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 
immorality,* wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisper- 
ers, 30backbiters, haters of God, violent, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, 3lundiscerning, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving,* 
unmerciful; 32who, ¢knowing the righteous 
judgment of God, that those who practice 
such things ‘are deserving of death, not 
only do the same but also sapprove of those 
who practice them. 


God's Righteous Judgment 
Therefore you are “inexcusable, O man, 
whoever you are who judge, for in 

whatever you judge another you condemn 


* 1:16 NU-Text omits of Christ. *1:17 Habakkuk 
2:4 *1:29 NU-Text omits sexual immorality. 
* 1:31 NU-Text omits unforgiving. 


1:17 faith to faith. Faith is at the beginning of the sal- 
vation process, and it is the goal as well. Paul had faith 
that God, through the Holy Spirit, could and would 
build true righteousness in him. For the believer 
this means prayerful self-examination, prayer to do 
better, and careful response to those inner nudges 
that say, “don’t say that... have pity... encourage 
him...,” etc. 

1:18-19 There Are No Excuses—Someone once 
said there were two points they understood about 
God: (1) “There is aGod”; and (2) “Iam not Him.” Theo- 
logians use the term “general revelation” to describe 
the concept Paul is teaching here in Romans 1. God 
has revealed Himself through His creation so that 
everyone can understand that He exists and that He 
has created the world and man with a purpose. God 
created man with an inner sense that there is some- 
thing bigger out there, something that transcends 
mankind. That something is God and He requires 
recognition. The created world points us to God, but 
we suppress that truth, preferring to put ourselves in 
the place of God, in effect saying, “There is no God 
but me.” Paul further says that, because the revela- 
tion is so clear, we have no excuse for missing it, no 
legitimate reason for our blindness. People who do 
not see it are guilty of not acknowledging the most 
basic reality there is. 

1:25 lie. This refers to the kind of wrong thinking that 
led to idol worship. This “lie” refuses to honor both 


God's law and His authority. When people stop know- 
ing that God created the universe, that it is His, they 
adopt all kinds of wrong thinking about sin, society, 
morality, and especially, the role of God Himself. 
1:27 what is shameful. Homosexuality is sin (Lev. 
18:22), and the actions that are part of this lifestyle 
are called “shameful” by God. In this passage Paul 
explains that homosexual sin is the result of men hav- 
ing rejected God and exchanged what is natural for 
the unnatural. The problems from this way of living 
are themselves the “penalty” for this choice. 

1:29-32 being filled with all unrighteousness. 
These verses contain one of the most complete lists 
of sin in all of Scripture. This passage addresses not 
only the fact that God judges rightly that these sins 
are deserving of death, but it also addresses the idea 
that approving of these sins is something God judges. 
2:1-4 judge. Paul points out in this passage that any- 
one who judges others condemns himself, for in this 
ist of sins is something that everyone has been guilty 


1:16” Ps. 40:9, 10 “1 Cor. 1:18, 24 *Acts 3:26 1:17¥Rom. 
3:21;9:30 ZHab. 2:4 1:18 9 [Acts 17:30] 2 Thess. 2:10 
1:19 ¢ [Acts 14:17; 17:24] 4Uohn 1:9] 1:20¢Ps. 19:1-6 
1:21 fJer.2:5  1:229Jer.10:14 1:23.41 Tim. 1:17; 6:15, 
16 ‘Deut. 4:16-18 —1:24/ Eph. 4:18, 19 «1 Cor. 6:18 /Lev. 
18:22. 1:25 1 Thess. 1:9 "Is.44:20 1:26 ° Lev. 18:22 
1:28PEph.5:4 1:32. 9[Rom. 2:2] ‘[Rom. 6:21] 5 Hos. 7:3 
2:12[Rom. 1:20] © [Matt. 7:1-5] 


yourself; for you who judge practice the 
same things. 2But we know that the judg- 
ment of God is according to truth against 
those who practice such things. 3And do 
you think this, O man, you who judge those 
practicing such things, and doing the same, 
that you will escape the judgment of God? 
4Or do you despise ‘the riches of His good- 
ness, “forbearance, and ¢longsuffering, fnot 
knowing that the goodness of God leads 
you to repentance? >But in accordance with 
your hardness and your impenitent heart 
syou are treasuring up for yourself wrath 
in the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God, 6who " “will 
render to each one according to his deeds”:* 
7eternal life to those who by patient contin- 
uance in doing good seek for glory, honor, 
and immortality; 8but to those who are self- 
seeking and ido not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 
Stribulation and anguish, on every soul of 
man who does evil, of the Jew ‘first and also 
of the Greek; !kbut glory, honor, and peace 
to everyone who works what is good, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. !!For 'there 
is no partiality with God. 

12For as many as have sinned without 
law will also perish without law, and as 
many as have sinned in the law will be 
judged by the law }3(for ™not the hearers 
of the law are just in the sight of God, but 
the doers of the law will be justified; for 
when Gentiles, who do not have the law, 
by nature do the things in the law, these, 
although not having the law, are a law to 
themselves, 5who show the "work of the 
law written in their hearts, their °con- 
science also bearing witness, and between 
themselves their thoughts accusing or else 
excusing them) 16Pin the day when God 


Romans 2:28 @ 1243 
will judge the secrets of men “by Jesus 
Christ, "according to my gospel. 


The Jews Guilty as the Gentiles 

17Indeed* syou are called a Jew, and ‘rest 
on the law, “and make your boast in God, 
18and vknow His will, and wapprove the 
things that are excellent, being instructed 
out of the law, !%and xare confident that you 
yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 
those who are in darkness, 2%an instructor 
of the foolish, a teacher of babes, yhaving 
the form of knowledge and truth in the 
law. 212You, therefore, who teach another, 
do you not teach yourself? You who preach 
that a man should not steal, do you steal? 
22You who say, “Do not commit adultery,” 
do you commit adultery? You who abhor 
idols, ¢do you rob temples? 23 You who 
bmake your boast in the law, do you dis- 
honor God through breaking the law? 
24For ¢“the name of God is 4blasphemed 
among the Gentiles because of you,”* as it 
is written. 


Circumcision of No Avail 

25eFor circumcision is indeed profit- 
able if you keep the law; but if you are a 
breaker of the law, your circumcision has 
become uncircumcision. 26Therefore, fif 
an uncircumcised man keeps the righ- 
teous requirements of the law, will not his 
uncircumcision be counted as circumci- 
sion? 27And will not the physically uncir- 
cumcised, if he fulfills the law, judge you 
who, even with your written code and cir- 
cumcision, are a transgressor of the law? 
28For "he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 


* 2:6 Psalm 62:12; Proverbs 24:12 *2:17 NU-Text 
reads But if. *2:24 Isaiah 52:5; Ezekiel 36:22 


of in one way or another. Paul asks if the judgers 
realize that it is God in His goodness who leads one 
to repentance, and that only God can judge rightly. 
Only He can judge the actions of the heart and person 
without condemning Himself, for only He is without 
sin. 

2:4 repentance. Literally, this means “to change 
one’s mind.” In this context it means to reject one’s 
sinful habits and turn to God. 

2:7-8 eternal life . . . doing good. According to 
these verses it might seem that “eternal life” can be 
gained by “doing good.” But Romans clearly teaches 
justification by faith (3:22). The subject of this verse 
is judgment, not justification. Jesus said that “every 
idle word men may speak, they will give account of 
it in the day of judgment” (Matt. 12:36). Even Chris- 
tians will see both the good and the evil that they 
have done. They are justified (considered righteous 
and therefore not punished for their sins because 
they have accepted Christ's death on their behalf) 
but they still have to see what they have done accord- 
ing to God's righteous judgment. Good works are a 
“foundation for the time to come [eternity]” (1 Tim. 
6:17-19). 

2:12 without law. Gentiles, who did not receive the 
Mosaic law, were sometimes described by this term. 


2:14 by nature do the things in the law. Gentiles 
who still do such things as honor their parents, 
respond in kindness, or live honestly, show that they 
do have the idea of a basic moral law and the con- 
cepts of right and wrong. 

2:16 secrets. According to the gospel that Paul 
preached, God will judge not only people's actions, 
but their motives, or “secrets.” 

2:17-25 Self-Righteousness—Paul speaks of the 
lamentable disparity between the truth that the Jews 
knew, and their practice of the truth. Boasting about 
having God’s law, while breaking the law in their lives, 
brings upon them the strongest condemnation, and 
establishes the truth that the law can only condemn. 


2:4¢[Eph. 1:7, 18; 2:7] ¢[Rom. 3:25] @ Ex. 34:6 fls. 

30:18 2:59[Deut. 32:34] 2:6 Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12 
2:8/[2 Thess. 1:8] 2:9/1Pet.4:17 2:104[1 Pet. 1:7] 
2:11!/Deut. 10:17. 2:13™ames 1:22,25] 2:15"1 Cor. 
5:1 °Acts 24:25 2:16P [Matt. 25:31] 9 Acts 10:42; 
17:31 °1Tim.1:11 2:175John 8:33 * Mic. 3:11 “Is. 
48:1,2 2:18”Deut. 4:8 “Phil. 1:10 2:19* Matt. 15:14 
2:20Y [2 Tim. 3:5] 2:217Matt.23:3  2:224Mal. 

3:8 2:235Rom.2:17;9:4 2:24¢Ezek. 16:27 Is. 
52:5; Ezek. 36:22 2:25¢[Gal.5:3] 2:26 /[Acts 10:34] 
2:279 Matt. 12:41 2:28/ (Gal. 6:15] 


1244 @ Romans 2:29 

nor is circumcision that which is outward 
in the flesh; 29but he is a Jew ‘who is one 
inwardly; and icircumcision is that of the 
heart, *in the Spirit, not in the letter; 'whose 
praise is not from men but from God. 


God's Judgment Defended 

What advantage then has the Jew, 

or what is the profit of circumcision? 
2Much in every way! Chiefly because ¢to 
them were committed the oracles of God. 
3For what if "some did not believe? «Will 
their unbelief make the faithfulness of God 
without effect? 44Certainly not! Indeed, let 
eGod be true but fevery man a liar. As it is 
written: 


8“That You may be justified in Your words, 
And may overcome when You are 
judged.”* 


5But if our unrighteousness demon- 
strates the righteousness of God, what 
shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts 
wrath? "(I speak as a man.) 6Certainly not! 
For then ‘how will God judge the world? 

7For if the truth of God has increased 
through my lie to His glory, why am I also 
still judged as a sinner? 8And why not say, 
i*Let us do evil that good may come”?—as 
we are Slanderously reported and as some 
affirm that we say. Their condemnation is 
just. 


All Have Sinned 

9What then? Are we better than they? 
Not at all. For we have previously charged 
both Jews and Greeks that ‘they are all 
under sin. 

10As it is written: 


!“There is none righteous, no, not one; 
ll There is none who understands; 


There is none who seeks after God. 
12. They have all turned aside; 
They have together become unprofitable; 
There is none who does good, no, not 
one.”* 
13 “Their™ throat is an open tomb; 
With their tongues they have practiced 
deceit”;* 
n“The poison of asps is under their lips”;* 
14 “Whose? mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness.”* 
15 “Their» feet are swift to shed blood; 
16 Destruction and misery are in their 
ways; 
17 And the way of peace they have not 
known.”* 
18 “There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.”* 


19Now we know that whatever 'the law 
says, it says to those who are under the law, 
that severy mouth may be stopped, and all 
the world may become guilty before God. 
20Therefore ‘by the deeds of the law no 
flesh will be justified in His sight, for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin. 


God's Righteousness Through Faith 

21But now “the righteousness of God 
apart from the law is revealed, vbeing 
witnessed by the Law wand the Prophets, 
22even the righteousness of God, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all* who 
believe. For *there is no difference; 28for 
yall have sinned and fall short of the glo- 
ry of God, 24being justified freely zby His 
grace “through the redemption that is in 


*3:4 Psalm 51:4 *3:12 Psalms 14:1-3; 53:1-3; 
Ecclesiastes 7:20 *3:13 Psalm 5:9 e Psalm 
140:3 *3:14 Psalm 10:7 *3:17 Isaiah 59:7, 8 
* 3:18 Psalm 36:1 *3:22 NU-Text omits and 


onall. 


2:29 in the Spirit, not in the letter. The internal cir- 
cumcision of the heart is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
God condemns external observance if it is not the 
product of a righteous heart (Is. 1:10-18). 

3:2 oracles of God. The entire Old Testament, the 
laws and the covenants that have been given by God 
Himself to the nation of Israel are the “oracles,” or the 
things that God has spoken. 

3:16 Destruction and misery. |n verses 10-18, Paul 
quotes without formal introduction a number of dif- 
ferent verses from the Old Testament. In these pas- 
sages it is shown that man not only does not seek God, 
but apart from Him they lack true goodness and will 
treat each other with violence, cursing, being quick to 
kill, and finding only destruction and misery. 

3:18 fear of God. This is an Old Testament expression 
for respect and reverence for God. 

3:20 justified. A legal term used of the defendant 
in a trial, “justified” means “declared righteous.” No 
one will be declared righteous by doing what God 
requires in the law. 

3:23 Universal Sin—We generally avoid the word 
sin. We want to call it something other than what it 
is because we don’t like the implications of the word. 
We don't like being told we're rebels, that we're 


flawed and bent in our very natures, and that there is 
nothing we can do about it on our own (Gen. 3:6-7). 
We have this innate sense that we can overcome the 
problem with a little more effort or maturity. Even 
that innate sense is an illustration of the problem. The 
bold hard facts always point us back to Paul’s conclu- 
sions; “we're sinners,” period. 

3:24 redemption. Those who believe are justified, 
that is, declared righteous, freely, by God’s grace 
or favor. Christ Jesus died to provide redemption, 
(or to “buy back,” in the same way we “redeem” a 
promissory note). He died to pay the price required 
to ransom sinners. He transfers His righteousness to 
those who believe in Him, and on the basis of Christ's 
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Christ Jesus, 2>whom God set forth »as a 
propitiation “by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in 
His forbearance God had passed over ¢the 
sins that were previously committed, 26to 
demonstrate at the present time His righ- 
teousness, that He might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 


Boasting Excluded 

27eWhere is boasting then? It is exclud- 
ed. By what law? Of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. 28Therefore we conclude ‘that 
a man is justified by faith apart from the 
deeds of the law. 29Or is He the God of the 
Jews only? Is He not also the God of the 
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, since 
sthere is one God who will justify the cir- 
cumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith. 3!Do we then make void the 
law through faith? Certainly not! On the 
contrary, we establish the law. 


Abraham Justified by Faith 

What then shall we say that “Abraham 

our >father has found according to the 
flesh?* 2For if Abraham was ‘justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3For what does the 
Scripture say? ¢“Abraham believed God, 
and it was accounted to him for righteous- 
ness.”* 4Now ¢to him who works, the wages 
are not counted as grace but as debt. 


David Celebrates the Same Truth 
5But to him who fdoes not work but be- 
lieves on Him who justifies sthe ungodly, 
his faith is accounted for righteousness, 
Sjust as David also "describes the bless- 
edness of the man to whom God imputes 
righteousness apart from works: 


7 “Blessedi are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, 
And whose sins are covered; 


Romans 4:17. @ 1245 
8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD 
shall not impute sin.”* 


Abraham Justified Before 
Circumcision 

9Does this blessedness then come upon 
the circumcised only, or upon the uncir- 
cumcised also? For we say that faith was 
accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 
10How then was it accounted? While he 
was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not 
while circumcised, but while uncircum- 
cised. 11And she received the sign of cir- 
cumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith which he had while still uncir- 
cumcised, that he might be the father of 
all those who believe, though they are un- 
circumcised, that righteousness might be 
imputed to them also, !2and the father of 
circumcision to those who not only are of 
the circumcision, but who also walk in the 
steps of the faith which our father !Abra- 
ham had while still uncircumcised. 


The Promise Granted Through Faith 

13For the promise that he would be the 
mheir of the world was not to Abraham or 
to his seed through the law, but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14For "if those 
who are of the law are heirs, faith is made 
void and the promise made of no effect, 
because othe law brings about wrath; for 
where there is no law there is no transgres- 
sion. 

16Therefore it is of faith that it might be 
Paccording to grace, 4so that the promise 
might be sure to all the seed, not only to 
those who are of the law, but also to those 
who are of the faith of Abraham, "who is 
the father of us all !7(as it is written, s“I have 
made you a father of many nations”*) in 


* 4:1 Or Abraham our (fore)father according to the 
flesh has found? *4:3 Genesis 15:6 *4:8 Psalm 
32:1,2  *4:17 Genesis 17:5 


righteousness alone, believers can approach God's 
throne with praise. 

3:25 propitiation. By His death, Christ satisfied the 
justice of God. The word translated “propitiation” 
refers to appeasement. No man can ever appease 
God, for His wrath over sin and His judgment of sin 
are totally just. But God in His mercy provided that 
appeasement through Jesus Christ, who died on the 
cross to pay for the sins of the world and to open the 
way for sinners to come before our Holy God. 

3:27 law of faith. The “law of faith” is a kind of play 
on words. Paul has been talking about the fact that 
the law does not give people a right relationship with 
God. The only “law” about having this relationship 
is that it must be by “faith,” not by deeds, whether 
people are Jewish or Gentile. We can never earn our 
salvation. 

3:31 make void the law. In this passage the question 
of either making the law void or establishing the law 
means that if salvation is received by faith, it would 
seem like the law was of no value. But actually the 


fact that Christ came, which was promised through 
the whole Old Testament, and that He kept the law 
perfectly, establishes the law as being valid. Only 
after salvation can people keep the law at all, as Jesus 
explained in Matthew 22:40, for the law is summed 
up in loving God and loving our neighbor. 

4:1 according to the flesh. Or “by his own labor.” 
4:16 Abraham, who is the father of us all. God's 
promises to Abraham were not based on any perfor- 
mance or ritual, but on Abraham’s belief, so Abraham 
is the “father” of all who believe. 

4:17 gives life to the dead. The description of God 
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the presence of Him whom he believed— 
God, ‘who gives life to the dead and 
calls those things which do not exist as 
though they did; !8who, contrary to hope, 
in hope believed, so that he became the 
father of many nations, according to what 
was spoken, v“So shall your descendants 
be.”* 19And not being weak in faith, whe 
did not consider his own body, already 
dead (since he was about a hundred years 
old), xand the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 
20He did not waver at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but was strengthened 
in faith, giving glory to God, 21and being 
fully convinced that what He had prom- 
ised »He was also able to perform. 22And 
therefore 2“it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.”* 

23Now it was not written for his sake 
alone that it was imputed to him, 24but also 
for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe 
bin Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, 25-who was delivered up because 
of our offenses, and was raised because of 
our justification. 


Faith Triumphs in Trouble 

Therefore, “having been justified 

by faith, we have* bpeace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2¢through 
whom also we have access by faith into 
this grace 4in which we stand, and ¢rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. And not only 
that, but fwe also glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation produces per- 
severance; 4tand perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5‘Now hope does not 
disappoint, ‘because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. 


Christ in Our Place 

6For when we were still without 
strength, in due time *Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7For scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die; yet perhaps for a good man 
someone would even dare to die. ®But 


'God demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9Much more then, hav- 
ing now been justified ™by His blood, we 
shall be saved "from wrath through Him. 
10For cif when we were enemies Pwe were 
reconciled to God through the death of 
His Son, much more, having been rec- 
onciled, we shall be saved “by His life. 
1lAnd not only that, but we also ‘rejoice 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received the 
reconciliation. 


Death in Adam, Life in Christ 

12Therefore, just as sthrough one man 
sin entered the world, and ‘death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, be- 
cause all sinned— !3(For until the law sin 
was in the world, but “sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. 4Nevertheless death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those who had not sinned according to 
the likeness of the transgression of Adam, 
vwho is a type of Him who was to come. 
But the free gift is not like the offense. 
For if by the one man’s offense many died, 
much more the grace of God and the gift 
by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded “to many. !6And the gift is not 
like that which came through the one who 
sinned. For the judgment which came from 
one offense resulted in condemnation, but 
the free gift which came from many offens- 
es resulted in justification. !7For if by the 
one man’s offense death reigned through 
the one, much more those who receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righ- 
teousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ.) 

18Therefore, as through one man’s of- 
fense judgment came to all men, resulting 
in condemnation, even so through *one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came ¥to 
all men, resulting in justification of life. 


*4:18 Genesis 15:5 * 4:22 Genesis 15:6 
*5:1 Another ancient reading is, let us have peace. 


as one who “gives life to the dead” refers not only to 
God making Abraham and Sarah's dead reproductive 
systems alive, but also to the fact that God could and 
did resurrect Jesus. That is the kind of God He is; belief 
in the resurrection is central to Christianity, and also 
to our belief in our own eternal life through Christ. 
5:1 Justification—God's gracious justification of 
the believer does not take place by stages or degrees. 
It is an instantaneous judicial “not guilty” declaration, 
based on the perfect obedience and the once-for-all 
sacrifice of Christ. The believer now has peace with 
God through Jesus Christ, full pardon of his sins, and 
the title to eternal life. The crowning gift is an abiding 
joy and peace in the Lord, which remains in spite of 
outside circumstances. 

5:12 one man. The “one man” is Adam. 

5:13 imputed. “Imputed” means “to charge to one’s 
account,” as by an entry made into a ledger. In other 
words, sin was present in the world from Adam 


to Moses, but God did not keep an account of sins 
before the giving of the law because there was no 
law to obey or disobey. Those after Adam and before 
Moses did not sin like Adam because there were no 
prohibitions similar to the law of Moses. But they did 
sin, and the way we know this is that “death reigned.” 
They all died. 
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19For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so also by zone Man’s 
obedience many will be made righteous. 

20Moreover “the law entered that the 
offense might abound. But where sin 
abounded, grace »abounded much more, 
21s0 that as sin reigned in death, even so 
grace might reign through righteousness 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 


Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

What shall we say then? «Shall we con- 

tinue in sin that grace may abound? 
2Certainly not! How shall we who bdied 
to sin live any longer in it? 3Or do you not 
know that cas many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus 4were baptized into His 
death? 4Therefore we were eburied with 
Him through baptism into death, that ‘just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by sthe 
glory of the Father, “even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. 

5iFor if we have been united together in 
the likeness of His death, certainly we also 
shall be in the likeness of His resurrec- 
tion, knowing this, that jour old man was 
crucified with Him, that "the body of sin 
might be done away with, that we should 
no longer be slaves of sin. 7For ‘he who has 
died has been freed from sin. 8Now "if we 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with Him, 9knowing that "Christ, 
having been raised from the dead, dies no 
more. Death no longer has dominion over 
Him. !°For the death that He died, °He died 
to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, 
PHe lives to God. Likewise you also, reck- 
on yourselves to be ¢dead indeed to sin, but 
ralive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

12sTherefore do not let sin reign in your 
mortal body, that you should obey it in its 
lusts. 13And do not present your ‘members 
as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, 
but “present yourselves to God as being 
alive from the dead, and your members as 
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instruments of righteousness to God. 4For 
vsin shall not have dominion over you, for 
you are not under law but under grace. 


From Slaves of Sin to Slaves of God 

1SWhat then? Shall we sin “because 
we are not under law but under grace? 
Certainly not! !6Do you not know that *to 
whom you present yourselves slaves to 
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you 
obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of 
obedience leading to righteousness? !7But 
God be thanked that though you were 
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart 
ythat form of doctrine to which you were 
delivered. 18And zhaving been set free from 
sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 
19] speak in human terms because of the 
weakness of your flesh. For just as you pre- 
sented your members as slaves of unclean- 
ness, and of lawlessness leading to more 
lawlessness, so now present your members 
as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 

20For when you were 4slaves of sin, 
you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21bWhat fruit did you have then in the 
things of which you are now ashamed? For 
the end of those things is death. 22But now 
dhaving been set free from sin, and having 
become slaves of God, you have your fruit 
to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 
23For ethe wages of sin is death, but ‘the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 


Freed from the Law 

Or do you not know, brethren (for I 

speak to those who know the law), that 
the law has dominion over a man as long 
as he lives? 2For “the woman who has a 
husband is bound by the law to her hus- 
band as long as he lives. But if the husband 
dies, she is released from the law of her 
husband. 3So then “if, while her husband 
lives, she marries another man, she will 


5:19 many will be made righteous. Through the 
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit, the believer who 
has been declared righteous by God is continually 
becoming more righteous in thought and action. 
5:20 where sin abounded, grace abounded much 
more. Once the law had been revealed, the sin 
which was already there became much more obvious 
because it had been explicitly illustrated how wrong 
it was. But grace was even bigger than the sin. Sin can 
never exceed the grace provided by God, and it loses 
its threat when compared to the infinite grace of God. 
6:6 crucified with Him. Simply put, a believer is not 
the same person he or she was before conversion. A 
believer is a new creation in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 

6:23 New Life: A Free Gift—This passage gets at 
the central point of the Christian gospel. When we are 
separated from God, sin directs our lives and there is 
a wage, a consequence, for that sin: death and per- 
manent separation from God. In stark contrast, we 
do not earn a wage from God. His gifts are free and 
abundant—the gift of eternal life. There is nothing 


that one can do to earn this incredible gift. Eternal 
life is just that—eternal—it never ceases. All fear of 
death and its effects can end. Instead of being sep- 
arated from God for all eternity, Christians will have 
union with Him. Jesus Christ accomplished all of this 
on the cross once and for all. 

7:3 Adultery—In this passage Paul uses the mar- 
riage relationship as an illustration of the believer's 
relationship to the law and Christ. A wife cannot 
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be called an adulteress; but if her husband 
dies, she is free from that law, so that she 
is no adulteress, though she has married 
another man. 4Therefore, my brethren, you 
also have become ‘dead to the law through 
the body of Christ, that you may be mar- 
ried to another—to Him who was raised 
from the dead, that we should 4bear fruit 
to God. 5For when we were in the flesh, the 
sinful passions which were aroused by the 
law ¢were at work in our members ‘to bear 
fruit to death. (But now we have been de- 
livered from the law, having died to what 
we were held by, so that we should serve 
sin the newness of the Spirit and not in the 
oldness of the letter. 


Sin’s Advantage in the Law 

7What shall we say then? Is the law sin? 
Certainly not! On the contrary, "I would 
not have known sin except through the 
law. For I would not have known covetous- 
ness unless the law had said, '“You shall 
not covet.”* 8But isin, taking opportunity 
by the commandment, produced in me all 
manner of evil desire. For ?apart from the 
law sin was dead. 9I was alive once with- 
out the law, but when the commandment 
came, sin revived and I died. !And the 
commandment, 'which was to bring life, I 
found to bring death. For sin, taking oc- 
casion by the commandment, deceived me, 
and by it killed me. !2Therefore ™the law is 
holy, and the commandment holy and just 
and good. 


Law Cannot Save from Sin 

13Has then what is good become death 
to me? Certainly not! But sin, that it might 
appear sin, was producing death in me 
through what is good, so that sin through 
the commandment might become exceed- 
ingly sinful. 14For we know that the law is 
spiritual, but I am carnal, "sold under sin. 


15For what I am doing, I do not understand. 
oFor what I will to do, that I do not practice; 
but what I hate, that I do. !6If, then, I do 
what I will not to do, I agree with the law 
that it is good. !7But now, it is no longer I 
who do it, but sin that dwells in me. 18For I 
know that Pin me (that is, in my flesh) noth- 
ing good dwells; for to will is present with 
me, but how to perform what is good I do 
not find. 18For the good that I will to do, I 
do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that 
I practice. 2°Now if I do what I will not to 
do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells in me. 

21] find then a law, that evil is present 
with me, the one who wills to do good. 22For 
I adelight in the law of God according to 
'the inward man. 28But sI see another law in 
tmy members, warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in my members. 240 
wretched man that I am! Who will deliv- 
er me “from this body of death? 25v] thank 
God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

So then, with the mind I myself serve the 
law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 


Free from Indwelling Sin 

There is therefore now no condemna- 

tion to those who are in Christ Jesus,* 
awho do not walk according to the flesh, 
but according to the Spirit. 2For >the law 
of cthe Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
made me free from ¢the law of sin and 
death. 3For ewhat the law could not do in 
that it was weak through the flesh, 'God 
did by sending His own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He con- 
demned sin in the flesh, 4that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us who £do not walk according to the flesh 


*7;7 Exodus 20:17; Deuteronomy 5:21 
Text omits the rest of this verse. 


*8:1 NU- 


marry another without committing adultery, but if 
her husband is dead, she is free to marry another. In 
the same way, believers must count the law (reconcil- 
iation with God by works) dead, in order to “marry” 
Christ and have a new life. Believers cannot live by the 
law and by grace, any more than a woman can have 
two husbands. 

7:6 newness of the Spirit .. . oldness of the letter. 
Believers have a new life in the Holy Spirit, not in try- 
ing to gain life by obeying ancient or old laws. 

7:8 apart from the law sin was dead. Sin can exist 
without the law, but without a standard of right and 
wrong, there can be no judgment of what is sin and 
what is not. 

7:9 when the commandment came, sin revived. 
Oddly enough, the very rules against certain behav- 
iors arouse the desire to perform those evil acts. 

7:13 become death to me. The problem is not the 
law; the problem is sin. Through the law, sin is shown 
for what it is, and realization that we are “dead” in 
sin. We cannot really “be good,” even when we know 
what that is. 


8:1 Condemnation—God's justification (“not 
guilty”), once pronounced, is final. Christ’s death 
blots out the sins of His people, and when His work is 
applied to the believer, there is no room for condem- 
nation, for God’s justice has removed all grounds for 
it forever. This does not mean that the believer does 
not still deal with overcoming sin on a regular basis, 
but through the work of the Holy Spirit, he can be free 
from the tyranny of sin, and for the love of Christ, live 
in a way that pleases his Savior. 

8:3 the law could not do. The law can point out sin, 
but it cannot do anything about sin itself. 

8:4 the righteous requirement of the law might 
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but according to the Spirit. 5For "those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit, ‘the things of 
the Spirit. ®For ito be carnally minded is 
death, but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace. 7Because ’the carnal mind is 
enmity against God; for it is not subject 
to the law of God, !nor indeed can be. 8So 
then, those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 

9But you are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit 
of Christ, he is not His. !©And if Christ is in 
you, the body is dead because of sin, but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. !!But 
ifthe Spirit of "Him who raised Jesus from 
the dead dwells in you, "He who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who 
dwells in you. 


Sonship Through the Spirit 

l20Therefore, brethren, we are debtors— 
not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 18For Pif you live according to the 
flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
aput to death the deeds of the body, you 
will live. 4For "as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For 
syou did not receive the spirit of bondage 
again 'to fear, but you received the “Spirit 
of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, 
Father.” 16wThe Spirit Himself bears wit- 
ness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, !’and if children, then xheirs—heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ, vif indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be 
glorified together. 


From Suffering to Glory 

18For I consider that 2the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us. 19For ¢the earnest expectation 
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of the creation eagerly waits for the reveal- 
ing of the sons of God. 2°For >the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it in hope; 
2lbecause the creation itself also will be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious ‘liberty of the children 
of God. 22For we know that the whole cre- 
ation ¢groans and labors with birth pangs 
together until now. 23Not only that, but we 
also who have ¢the firstfruits of the Spir- 
it, feven we ourselves groan “within our- 
selves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, 
the "redemption of our body. 24For we were 
saved in this hope, but ‘hope that is seen is 
not hope; for why does one still hope for 
what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we eagerly wait for it with per- 
severance. 

26Likewise the Spirit also helps in our 
weaknesses. For iwe do not know what 
we should pray for as we ought, but ’the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us* 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
27Now 'He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
makes intercession for the saints ™accord- 
ing to the will of God. 

28And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good to those who love God, to 
those "who are the called according to His 
purpose. 29For whom °He foreknew, »He 
also predestined 7to be conformed to the 
image of His Son, ‘that He might be the 
firstborn among many brethren. 39More- 
over whom He predestined, these He also 
scalled; whom He called, these He also ‘jus- 
tified; and whom He justified, these He also 
uglorified. 


God's Everlasting Love 
31What then shall we say to these things? 
vIf God is for us, who can be against us? 


* 8:26 NU-Text omits for us. 


be fulfilled in us. The believer gains the righteous 
standard of the law—love—not by means of the law, 
but by being in Christ and walking “according to the 
Spirit.” 

8:15 God the Father—God is the Father of all who 
believe in Christin a special sense not shared by unbe- 
lievers. God is called their Father, first of all, because 
they have a new standing before Him. While unbe- 
lievers are the offspring of God because He created 
them (Acts 17:28-29), they do not have the stand- 
ing of sons or daughters. Their standing is rather as 
condemned sinners before God the Judge (John 
3:18; Rev. 20:11). When a person believes in Christ as 
Savior, his estate is changed from condemnation to 
sonship. This new standing grants to all believers the 
legal right and spiritual privileges of divine sonship: 
“heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17). 
He gives them new life (John 3:3). This relationship 
then is a family one involving many of the same real- 
ities that exist between an earthly father and child: 
birth of the child John 3:3); partaking of the father's 


nature (2 Pet. 1:4); the father’s care for the child (Matt. 
6:32-33; 7:9-11); and the father’s discipline of the 
child (Heb. 12:6-8). This new Father-child relation- 
ship carries with it new brothers and sisters (Heb. 
13:1). The one who believes in Christ as Savior enters 
into the Father-child relationship with God on the 
grounds of Christ’s sonship (Rom. 8:17; Heb. 2:17). 
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32wHe who did not spare His own Son, but 
xdelivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things? 
33Who shall bring a charge against God’s 
elect? »It is God who justifies. 342Who is he 
who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 
furthermore is also risen, “who is even at 
the right hand of God, "who also makes in- 
tercession for us. 35Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or na- 
kedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written: 


c“For Your sake we are killed all day 
long; 
We are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter.”* 


37¢Yet in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him who loved 
us. 38For I am persuaded that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor 
powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, 29nor height nor depth, nor any oth- 
er created thing, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 


Israel’s Rejection of Christ 

I tell the truth in Christ, Iam not lying, 

my conscience also bearing me witness 
in the Holy Spirit, 2that I have great sor- 
row and continual grief in my heart. 3For 
cI could wish that I myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my country- 
men* according to the flesh, 4who are Isra- 
elites, ¢to whom pertain the adoption, ethe 
glory, fthe covenants, “the giving of the 
law, "the service of God, and ‘the promises; 
Siof whom are the fathers and from kwhom, 
according to the flesh, Christ came, 'who is 
over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 


Israel’s Rejection and God's 


Purpose 

6mBut it is not that the word of God has 
taken no effect. For "they are not all Israel 
who are of Israel, 7°nor are they all children 
because they are the seed of Abraham; 
but, °“In Isaac your seed shall be called.”* 
8That is, those who are the children of the 
flesh, these are not the children of God; but 
athe children of the promise are counted as 
the seed. 9For this is the word of promise: 
r“At this time I will come and Sarah shall 
have a son.”* 

10And not only this, but when sRebecca 
also had conceived by one man, even by 
our father Isaac (for the children not yet 
being born, nor having done any good or 
evil, that the purpose of God according to 
election might stand, not of works but of 
‘Him who calls), !2it was said to her, «“The 
older shall serve the younger.”* 13As it is 
written, ’“Jacob I have loved, but Esau I 
have hated.”* 


Israel’s Rejection and God's Justice 
14What shall we say then? wIs there un- 
righteousness with God? Certainly not! 
15For He says to Moses, *“I will have mercy 
on whomever I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whomever I will have 
compassion.”* 16So then it is not of him 
who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God 
who shows mercy. !7For Ythe Scripture says 
to the Pharaoh, 2“For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I may show My 
power in you, and that My name may be 
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8:38-39 The Ultimate Security—The first chapters 
of Romans contain the most complete and systematic 
presentation of the gospel in the Scriptures. This pas- 
sage is the bottom-line statement. Nothing can sepa- 
rate us from the love of God that is in Christ. Sadly, too 
often we hear those words and aren't able to apply 
them to how we live on a day-to-day basis. Satan is 
known asa deceiver. He will always try to persuade us 
that God's love is less than what it is. No matter what 
the circumstances, no matter how much we mess up, 
no matter how many powerful forces there are that 
would try to damage our relationship with Him, God 
will be there for us with His love. 

8:39 shall be able to separate us. Christ created all 
things, “in heaven and ... on earth, visible and invis- 
ible,” and He was “before all things, and in Him all 
things consist” (Col. 1:16—-17). If God, who was from 
the beginning, is for us, no created thing can separate 
us from His love. Our security in Him is absolute. 

9:1 Conscience—This word is used by Paul for the 
witness within a person which scrutinizes, examines, 
and renders a verdict on behavior. Paul is saying in 
the passage that his conscience verifies the truthful- 
ness of his statement that he has great grief over the 
Jews’ rejection of the gospel. The Holy Spirit is the 
revealer of truth to the soul, and only as the mind and 


heart are taught by Scripture and governed by the 
Holy Spirit is the voice of conscience a reliable guide 
in life. 

9:6 not all Israel. What about the Jewish people? 
They had the law, the covenants, and the promises. 
God has not changed His mind about His chosen 
people. He always intended for them to understand 
His whole message, up to and including the Mes- 
siah (Christ), as Paul has just explained. But God has, 
throughout history, always worked with those who 
believed, not just according to bloodline. 

9:15 | will have mercy. God does not “owe” any of us 
salvation. He has mercy on us in spite of the way we 
act, not because of the way we act. 


8:32 ”Rom. 5:6, 10 *[Rom. 4:25] 8:33 Is. 

50:8,9  8:342Z John 3:18 ¢Mark 16:19 © Heb. 7:25; 9:24 
8:36°Ps.44:22 8:3791Cor. 15:57 8:38 [Eph. 1:21] 
9:192 Cor. 1:23 9:26Rom.10:1 9:3 Ex. 32:32 
9:44Ex. 4:22 €1 Sam. 4:21 fActs 3:25 9Ps. 147:19 "Heb. 
9:1, 6 ‘[Acts 2:39; 13:32] 9:5/Deut. 10:15 * [Luke 1:34, 
35; 3:23] 'Jer.23:6 9:6'Num. 23:19 "[Gal. 6:16] 

9:7 ° [Gal. 4:23] PGen.21:12 9:89Gal.4:28 9:9'Gen. 
18:10,14 9:105Gen.25:21 9:11 [Rom. 4:17; 8:28] 
9:124Gen. 25:23 9:13 ”Mal.1:2,3 9:14” Deut. 32:4 
9:15* Ex. 33:19 9:17 Gal. 3:8 7 Ex. 9:16 


declared in all the earth.”* 18Therefore He 
has mercy on whom He wills, and whom 
He wills He ¢hardens. 

19 You will say to me then, “Why does He 
still find fault? For who has resisted His 
will?” 20But indeed, O man, who are you to 
reply against God? «Will the thing formed 
say to him who formed it, “Why have you 
made me like this?” 2!Does not the ¢potter 
have power over the clay, from the same 
lump to make one vessel for honor and 
another for dishonor? 

22What if God, wanting to show His 
wrath and to make His power known, en- 
dured with much longsuffering ‘the vessels 
of wrath “prepared for destruction, 23and 
that He might make known "the riches of 
His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He 
had ‘prepared beforehand for glory, 24even 
us whom He ‘called, "not of the Jews only, 
but also of the Gentiles? 

25As He says also in Hosea: 


'“T will call them My people, who were 

not My people, 

And her beloved, who was not 
beloved.”* 

26 “And jt shall come to pass in the place 

where it was said to them, 

“You are not My people,’ 

There they shall be called sons of the 
living God.”* 


27Isaiah also cries out concerning Is- 
rael:* 


n“Though the number of the children of 
Israel be as the sand of the sea, 
°The remnant will be saved. 
28 For He will finish the work and cut it 
short in righteousness, 
p Because the LORD will make a short 
work upon the earth.”* 


29And as Isaiah said before: 


a“Unless the LORD of Sabaoth* had left 
us a seed, 
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'We would have become like Sodom, 
And we would have been made like 
Gomorrah.”* 


Present Condition of Israel 

30What shall we say then? sThat Gentiles, 
who did not pursue righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, teven the righ- 
teousness of faith; 3!but Israel, 4soursuing the 
law of righteousness, vhas not attained to 
the law of righteousness.* 32 Why? Because 
they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, 
by the works of the law.* For they stumbled 
at that stumbling stone. 33As it is written: 


x“Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone 
and rock of offense, 
And Ywhoever believes on Him will not 
be put to shame.”* 


Israel Needs the Gospel 
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel* is that they 
may be saved. 2For I bear them witness 
athat they have a zeal for God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge. 3For they being igno- 
rant of >God’s righteousness, and seeking 
to establish their own crighteousness, have 
not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
4For Christ is the end of the law for righ- 
teousness to everyone who believes. 
5For Moses writes about the righteous- 
ness which is of the law, ¢“The man who 
does those things shall live by them.”* 
6But the righteousness of faith speaks in 
this way, f“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 
will ascend into heaven?’”* (that is, to bring 
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9:20 reply against God. Herein lies the divine ten- 
sion. The Lord says that He does not wish for any to 
perish, but for all to come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9). 
But He also says that no one comes to Jesus unless the 
Father draws him (John 6:44). He has mercy on whom 
He desires, and He hardens whom He desires (v. 18). 
Paul insists on God's right to do as He pleases. Even 
though God both draws and hardens, He also says 
that who He is and His worthiness to be worshiped 
are made plain in creation, so man is without excuse 
(Rom. 1:18—21). The question is not, “Why are some 
saved and some condemned?” Everyone deserves 
condemnation and it is only by God’s grace that any- 
one is saved. We can be sure that whatever God does, 
it will be righteous, and there is a bigger picture than 
we can understand from our finite point of view. The 
only real question is, “How can | be saved?” 

9:32 stumbled. Being committed to righteousness 
by works, Israel “stumbled” over the righteousness of 
faith offered in Christ, just as God had already seen they 
would and declared through the prophet Isaiah (v. 33). 


10:3 Self-Righteousness—There are two things 
which hinder people from submitting themselves to 
God's plan of salvation. The first is ignorance of God's 
own righteous character, and the second is human 
pride. No one is ever a candidate for Christ’s righ- 
teousness unless he sees himself as utterly devoid of 
all possibility of attaining it on his own merits. 

10:4 For Christ is the end of the law. Christ fulfilled 
all the requirements of the law, and He is also the 
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Christ down from above) 7or, £“‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’”* (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it 
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart”* (that is, the word of 
faith which we preach): 9%that ‘if you con- 
fess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10For with the heart one believes unto righ- 
teousness, and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation. !'For the Scripture 
says, i“Whoever believes on Him will not 
be put to shame.”* !2For Fthere is no dis- 
tinction between Jew and Greek, for 'the 
same Lord over all is rich to all who call 
upon Him. 8For "“whoever calls °on the 
name of the LORD shall be saved.”* 


Israel Rejects the Gospel 

14How then shall they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they 
have not heard? And how shall they hear 
pwithout a preacher? And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 


4“How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the gospel of peace,* 
Who bring glad tidings of good 
things!”* 


16But they have not all obeyed the gos- 
pel. For Isaiah says, “LORD, who has be- 
lieved our report?”* 17So then faith comes 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. 

18But I say, have they not heard? Yes in- 
deed: 


s“Their sound has gone out to all the earth, 
And their words to the ends of the 
world.”* 


19But I say, did Israel not know? First 
Moses says: 


'“T will provoke you to jealousy by those 
who are not a nation, 
I will move you to anger by a “foolish 
nation.”* 


20But Isaiah is very bold and says: 


v“T was found by those who did not seek 
Me; 
I was made manifest to those who did 
not ask for Me.”* 


21But to Israel he says: 


w*“All day long I have stretched out My 
hands 
To a disobedient and contrary people.”* 


Israel’s Rejection Not Total 
1 I say then, “has God cast away His 
people? >Certainly not! For ¢I also 
am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not cast 
away His people whom ¢He foreknew. Or 
do you not know what the Scripture says of 
Elijah, how he pleads with God against Is- 
rael, saying, 3¢“LORD, they have killed Your 
prophets and torn down Your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life”?* 4But 
what does the divine response say to him? 
f*T have reserved for Myself seven thou- 
sand men who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal.”* 58Even so then, at this present time 
there is aremnant according to the election 
of grace. 6And hif by grace, then it is no lon- 
ger of works; otherwise grace is no longer 
grace.* But if it is of works, it is no longer 
grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 
7What then? ‘Israel has not obtained 
what it seeks; but the elect have obtained 
it, and the rest were ‘blinded. 8Just as it is 
written: 


k“God has given them a spirit of stupor, 
lEyes that they should not see 
And ears that they should not hear, 
To this very day.”* 


9And David says: 


m“Tet their table become a snare and a 
trap, 
A stumbling block and a recompense 
to them. 
10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that 
they do not see, 
And bow down their back always.”* 
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opening to the only way of righteousness we can 
ever have. 

10:8 The word is near you. Righteousness by faith is 
not far off and inaccessible, but it is as near as a per- 
son's mouth and heart. 

10:11 Whoever. Paul emphasizes the universal offer 
of salvation. 

11:1 Has God cast away His people? Paul points out 
that he himself is an Israelite, and was chosen by God 
to be a believer and an apostle. As he develops this 
thought, Paul reminds us that there has always been 
a remnant of Israelites whom God has kept true to 
Himself. 


11:8-10 ears that they should not hear. Paul quotes 
Isaiah and David to show that Israel's spiritual indif- 
ference was a continual pattern. 
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Israel’s Rejection Not Final 

U] say then, have they stumbled that they 
should fall? Certainly not! But "through 
their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, sal- 
vation has come to the Gentiles. 12Now if 
their fall is riches for the world, and their 
failure riches for the Gentiles, how much 
more their fullness! 

13For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch 
as PI am an apostle to the Gentiles, I mag- 
nify my ministry, 4if by any means I may 
provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh 
and 4save some of them. !5For if their being 
cast away is the reconciling of the world, 
what will their acceptance be "but life from 
the dead? 

16For if sthe firstfruit is holy, the lump is 
also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the 
branches. !7And if tsome of the branches 
were broken off, “and you, being a wild ol- 
ive tree, were grafted in among them, and 
with them became a partaker of the root 
and fatness of the olive tree, !8do not boast 
against the branches. But if you do boast, 
remember that you do not support the root, 
but the root supports you. 

19 You will say then, “Branches were bro- 
ken off that I might be grafted in.” 29Well 
said. Because of wunbelief they were bro- 
ken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
haughty, but fear. 21For if God did not spare 
the natural branches, He may not spare 
you either. 22Therefore consider the good- 
ness and severity of God: on those who fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness,* xif you 
continue in His goodness. Otherwise Yyou 
also will be cut off. 23And they also, zif they 
do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted 
in, for God is able to graft them in again. 
24For if you were cut out of the olive tree 
which is wild by nature, and were grafted 
contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these, who are 
natural branches, be grafted into their own 
olive tree? 

25For I do not desire, brethren, that you 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you 
should be ¢wise in your own opinion, that 
bblindness in part has happened to Israel 
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cuntil the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in. 26And so all Israel will be saved,* as it 
is written: 


4“The Deliverer will come out of Zion, 
And He will turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob; 
27 For ethis is My covenant with them, 
When I take away their sins.”* 


28Concerning the gospel they are en- 
emies for your sake, but concerning the 
election they are ‘beloved for the sake of 
the fathers. 29For the gifts and the calling 
of God are girrevocable. 39For as you "were 
once disobedient to God, yet have now ob- 
tained mercy through their disobedience, 
3leven so these also have now been disobe- 
dient, that through the mercy shown you 
they also may obtain mercy. 32For God has 
committed them ‘all to disobedience, that 
He might have mercy on all. 

330h, the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His 
ways past finding out! 


34 “For who has known the imind of the 
LORD? 
Or kwho has become His counselor?”* 
35 “Or! who has first given to Him 
And it shall be repaid to him?”* 


36For "of Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things, "to whom be glory for- 
ever. Amen. 


Living Sacrifices to God 
1 2 I ¢beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that you present 
your bodies ¥a living sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to God, which is your reasonable 
service. 2And ¢do not be conformed to this 
world, but 4be transformed by the renew- 
ing of your mind, that you may eprove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God. 


* 11:22 NU-Text adds of God. * 11:26 Or delivered 
* 11:27 Isaiah 59:20, 21 * 11:34 Isaiah 40:13; Jere- 
miah 23:18 * 11:35 Job 41:11 


11:25 mystery. The mystery is that Israel has been 
temporarily and partially hardened, but God has not 
rejected them. 

11:26 all Israel. “All Israel” does not mean that every 
individual in the nation will turn to the Lord. It means 
that the nation as a whole will be saved, just as the 
nation as a whole (but not every individual in it) is 
now rejecting the Lord. 

12:1 living sacrifice. |n the Old Testament sacrificial 
system, the “job” of the sacrificial lamb was ended 
with its death. An individual or household selected 
an animal according to the dictated forms, and it was 
sacrificed to cover sins. Since Christ became the final 
atonement for sin, we no longer need the old system. 
But Paul is calling believers to consider their whole 
life as a sacrifice dedicated to God and His purposes, a 
“living” sacrifice, both holy and single-minded. 


12:2 Walking in the Spirit—Confession of sin in 
itself is not enough to enable the believer to auto- 
matically walk in the Spirit. He or she must learn to 
yield their whole self to God (Rom. 6:13; James 4:7). 
This involves both the body (Rom. 12:1; 1 Cor. 6:20) 
and the mind (Rom. 12:2), since what is conceived 
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Serve God with Spiritual Gifts 

3For I say, ‘through the grace given to 
me, to everyone who is among you, £not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought 
to think, but to think soberly, as God has 
dealt "to each one a measure of faith. 4For 
ias we have many members in one body, 
but all the members do not have the same 
function, 5so iwe, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members 
of one another. ®Having then gifts differ- 
ing according to the grace that is given 
to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 
Iprophesy in proportion to our faith; 7or 
ministry, let us use it in our ministering; 
mhe who teaches, in teaching; 8"he who ex- 
horts, in exhortation; °-he who gives, with 
liberality; Phe who leads, with diligence; 
he who shows mercy, ¢with cheerfulness. 


Behave Like a Christian 

SrLet love be without hypocrisy. sAbhor 
what is evil. Cling to what is good. !%Be 
kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, “in honor giving preference 
to one another; not lagging in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; !2vre- 
joicing in hope, “patient in tribulation, 
xcontinuing steadfastly in prayer; !ydis- 
tributing to the needs of the saints, given 
to hospitality. 

l4aBless those who persecute you; bless 
and do not curse. !5>Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 
16cBe of the same mind toward one another. 
aDo not set your mind on high things, but 
associate with the humble. Do not be wise 
in your own opinion. 

l7eRepay no one evil for evil. /Have re- 
gard for good things in the sight of all men. 
18]f it is possible, as much as depends on 
you, #live peaceably with all men. !9Be- 
loved, "do not avenge yourselves, but 


rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
i*Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”* says 
the Lord. 2°Therefore 


i“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
For in so doing you will heap coals of 
fire on his head.”* 


21Do not be overcome by evil, but *over- 
come evil with good. 


Submit to Government 
1 Let every soul be “subject to the gov- 
erning authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the au- 
thorities that exist are appointed by God. 
2Therefore whoever resists >the authority 
resists the ordinance of God, and those 
who resist will bring judgment on them- 
selves. 3For rulers are not a terror to good 
works, but to evil. Do you want to be un- 
afraid of the authority? -Do what is good, 
and you will have praise from the same. 
4For he is God’s minister to you for good. 
But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not 
bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s min- 
ister, an avenger to execute wrath on him 
who practices evil. 5Therefore ¢you must 
be subject, not only because of wrath ebut 
also for conscience’ sake. 6For because of 
this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s 
ministers attending continually to this very 
thing. 77Render therefore to all their due: 
taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to 
whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to 
whom honor. 


Love Your Neighbor 
8Owe no one anything except to love 
one another, for she who loves another 


* 12:19 Deuteronomy 32:35 * 12:20 Proverbs 


25:21, 22 


in the mind is carried out by the body. One’s whole 
being must be presented by a decisive act of the will 
to God for His service. Yielding leads not only to ded- 
ication but also can result in separation: “do not be 
conformed to this world” (Rom. 12:2). Finally, yielding 
includes transformation of the mind. This work is said 
to be accomplished through a lifetime of “renewing” 
the mind. Man’s mind has been darkened by sin (8:7; 
Col. 1:21) and must be brought to the place where it 
thinks as God thinks (Eph. 4:23). This renewing is said 
to come especially through prayer in everything (Phil. 
4:6-7) and through constant meditation on the Word 
of God (Ps. 119:1). This transformation is a lifelong 
process that will not be completed until we are with 
Christ (Phil. 1:6; 1 John 3:2). 

12:4-5 Fellowship—A believer must not view him- 
self exclusively as an individual, but must also see him- 
self as part of the whole, as a member of “one body.” 
Fellowship in the New Testament sense is not merely 
companionship, but a partnership, a responsibility to 
one another that is financial, practical, and spiritual. 
12:6 prophecy. In its narrower sense, “prophecy” 
means the revealing of God's will in a particular situa- 
tion (Acts 13:1-3). 


12:9 love. There are three words used for love in 
the New Testament: “self-sacrificial love,” “brotherly 
love,” and “kindly affection,” the last of which is used 
in this verse. The greatest proof of the truth of the 
gospel message and of the reality of Jesus’ love is the 
love believers show to each other. 

12:20 coals of fire. Freed from vengeance, believ- 
ers can give themselves to mercy, even toward their 
enemies. Such unexpected acts of mercy might even 
bring enemies to shame and repentance. 
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has fulfilled the law. 9For the command- 
ments, "“You shall not commit adul- 
tery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not 
steal,”“You shall not bear false witness,”* 
“You shall not covet,”* and if there is any 
other commandment, are allsummed up in 
this saying, namely, ‘“You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”* \°Love does no 
harm to a neighbor; therefore ‘love is the 
fulfillment of the law. 


Put on Christ 

liAnd do this, knowing the time, that 
now it is high time *to awake out of sleep; 
for now our salvation is nearer than when 
we first believed. !2The night is far spent, 
the day is at hand. 'Therefore let us cast off 
the works of darkness, and let us put on 
the armor of light. 13"Let us walk properly, 
as in the day, °not in revelry and drunk- 
enness, Pnot in lewdness and lust, ¢not 
in strife and envy. But "put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and smake no provision for 
the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 


The Law of Liberty 
14 Receive? one who is weak in the 
faith, but not to disputes over doubt- 
ful things. 2For one believes he »may eat 
all things, but he who is weak eats only 
vegetables. 3Let not him who eats despise 
him who does not eat, and ‘let not him who 
does not eat judge him who eats; for God 
has received him. 4¢4Who are you to judge 
another’s servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to 
stand, for God is able to make him stand. 
5eOne person esteems one day above an- 
other; another esteems every day alike. Let 
each be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6He who fobserves the day, observes it to 
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the Lord;* and he who does not observe 
the day, to the Lord he does not observe 
it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for she 
gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, 
to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God 
thanks. 7For "none of us lives to himself, 
and no one dies to himself. 8For if we ‘live, 
we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live 
or die, we are the Lord’s. 9For ‘to this end 
Christ died and rose* and lived again, that 
He might be kLord of both the dead and the 
living. !©But why do you judge your broth- 
er? Or why do you show contempt for your 
brother? For 'we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ.* |For it is written: 


mAs I live, says the LORD, 
Every knee shall bow to Me, 
And every tongue shall confess to 
God.”* 


12So0 then "each of us shall give account 
of himself to God. !3Therefore let us not 
judge one another anymore, but rather re- 
solve this, “not to put a stumbling block or 
a cause to fall in our brother’s way. 


The Law of Love 

M4] know and am convinced by the Lord 
Jesus Pthat there is nothing unclean of it- 
self; but to him who considers anything 
to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 15 Yet 
if your brother is grieved because of your 
food, you are no longer walking in love. 
{Do not destroy with your food the one for 


* 13:9 NU-Text omits “You shall not bear false 
witness.” © Exodus 20:13-15, 17; Deuteronomy 
5:17-19, 21 © Leviticus 19:18 * 14:6 NU-Text 
omits the rest of this sentence. *14:9 NU-Text 
omits androse. *14:10 NU-Text reads of God. 
* 14:11 Isaiah 45:23 


13:9 as yourself. This is not a command to love our- 
selves. It is a recognition that we do love ourselves, 
and a command to love others just as genuinely and 
sincerely. 

13:10 Love. “Love” excludes murder, adultery, steal- 
ing, and lying. Therefore when we love, we automati- 
cally fulfill the prohibitions of the law. 

14:1 weak in the faith. Those who are weak in the 
faith are not unbelievers, but they have not yet 
understood (or are not able to understand) some of 
the deeper thinking about the not so clearly defined 
situations that a Christian faces. 

14:5 one day above another. This verse probably 
relates to the holy days of the Old Testament ceremo- 
nial law. The exhortation does not mean it is wrong 
to have strong convictions, but that all people must 
have their own convictions. Concerning “doubtful 
things” (v. 1), things that are not clearly defined as sin, 
we as Christians are supposed to think deeply about 
these things, and decide what we think best pleases 
the Lord. We are not supposed to live by default, 
doing what most others are doing, or being swayed 
by the strongest voice. We may find that we need to 
change our original conclusions, but we must do so 
thoughtfully, not impulsively. We must not condemn 
others who come to a different conclusion. 


14:12 account of himself to God. We must give 
an account to God for these conclusions we have 
reached about how to live, and in light of that, we 
want to be sure that our conclusions do not cause 
someone else to stumble. 

14:14 unclean. “Unclean” means common, and refers 
to the things prohibited by the Jewish ceremonial 
law. If anyone considers some activity to be wrong, 
then for him it is wrong to engage in that activity. 
14:15 Selfishness—This chapter concerns weak 
and strong Christians and their attitudes toward 
each other in practical matters within the church. If 
a stronger brother fails to consider the scruples of 
the weaker brother, the stronger brother violates the 
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° Prov. 23:20 P[1 Cor. 6:9] James 3:14 13:14'Gal. 
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whom Christ died. !*"Therefore do not let 
your good be spoken of as evil; !7sfor the 
kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, 
but righteousness and 'peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. 18For he who serves Christ in 
these things* “is acceptable to God and ap- 
proved by men. 

19vTherefore let us pursue the things 
which make for peace and the things by 
which wone may edify another. 29xDo not 
destroy the work of God for the sake of 
food. YAIl things indeed are pure, but it is 
evil for the man who eats with offense. 2!It 
is good neither to eat “meat nor drink wine 
nor do anything by which your brother 
stumbles or is offended or is made weak.* 
22Do you have faith?* Have it to yourself 
before God. Happy is he who does not con- 
demn himself in what he approves. 28But 
he who doubts is condemned if he eats, be- 
cause he does not eat from faith; for “what- 
ever is not from faith is sin.* 


Bearing Others’ Burdens 
1 5 We “then who are strong ought to 
bear with the scruples of the weak, 
and not to please ourselves. 2Let each of us 
please his neighbor for his good, leading to 
edification. 3°For even Christ did not please 
Himself; but as it is written, ¢“The re- 
proaches of those who reproached You fell 
on Me.”* 4For ewhatever things were writ- 
ten before were written for our learning, 
that we through the patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope. */Now 
may the God of patience and comfort grant 
you to be like-minded toward one another, 
according to Christ Jesus, that you may 
with one mind and one mouth glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Glorify God Together 

7Therefore "receive one another, just ‘as 
Christ also received us,* to the glory of God. 
8Now I say that iJesus Christ has become a 


servant to the circumcision for the truth of 
God, &to confirm the promises made to the 
fathers, 9and ‘that the Gentiles might glorify 
God for His mercy, as it is written: 


m“For this reason I will confess to You 
among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name.”* 


10And again he says: 
n“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”* 
llAnd again: 


o“Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! 
Laud Him, all you peoples!”* 


122And again, Isaiah says: 


>“There shall be a root of Jesse; 
And He who shall rise to reign over 
the Gentiles, 
In Him the Gentiles shall hope.”* 


13Now may the God of hope fill you with 
all ajoy and peace in believing, that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 


From Jerusalem to Illyricum 

1M4Now 'I myself am confident concern- 
ing you, my brethren, that you also are full 
of goodness, ‘filled with all knowledge, 
able also to admonish one another.* /Nev- 
ertheless, brethren, I have written more 
boldly to you on some points, as reminding 
you, ‘because of the grace given to me by 
God, !6that “I might be a minister of Jesus 
Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gos- 
pel of God, that the Yoffering of the Gentiles 


* 14:18 NU-Text reads this. * 14:21 NU- 

Text omits or is offended or is made weak. 

* 14:22 NU-Text reads The faith which you have— 
have. *14:23 M-Text puts Romans 16:25-27 here. 
*15:3 Psalm 69:9 * 15:7 NU-Text and M-Text 
readyou. *15:9 2 Samuel 22:50; Psalm 18:49 

* 15:10 Deuteronomy 32:43 * 15:11 Psalm 117:1 

* 15:12 Isaiah 11:10 * 15:14 M-Text reads others. 


obligations of love. He is selfishly putting his own 
desires above the real needs of one who is weak in 
faith. 

14:16 good be spoken of as evil. Even if you have 
decided that eating certain foods is in accord with 
your understanding of what is pleasing to God, if it 
causes another believer to be grieved by the choice 
you have made, you should be eager to change. Your 
freedom should not look like license or gluttony. The 
kingdom of God is a lot more important than the 
things we eat and drink. 

14:21 stumbles. A believer does not have to aban- 
don his own convictions, but love should cause him 
to carefully observe how what he does affects others. 
It is a sin (v. 23) to do something that you are really 
convinced is wrong, even if others think it is all right. 
In light of this, if a believer is influencing another to 
violate his conscience, even if the believer is not vio- 
lating his own conscience, he has caused the other 
brother to “stumble,” and that should not happen. 
15:3 Christ. Jesus Christ is the ultimate model for the 
strong believer. He “did not consider it robbery to be 


equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation” 
(Phil. 2:5-7) so that He could clearly represent God 
and His cause. 

15:9 asitis written. Paul quotes fromall three divisions 
of the Old Testament (the Law, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms) and from three great Jewish leaders (Moses, 
David, and Isaiah) to demonstrate that God’s purpose 
was always to bless the Gentiles through Israel. 

15:12 root of Jesse. This is a title for the Messiah 
(Christ). Jesse was the father of David, and the 
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might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. 17 Therefore I have reason to glory in 
Christ Jesus “in the things which pertain 
to God. 18For I will not dare to speak of any 
of those things *which Christ has not ac- 
complished through me, in word and deed, 
yto make the Gentiles obedient— 19zin 
mighty signs and wonders, by the power 
of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem 
and round about to Illyricum I have fully 
preached the gospel of Christ. 29And so I 
have made it my aim to preach the gospel, 
not where Christ was named, lest I should 
build on another man’s foundation, 2!but as 
it is written: 


b“To whom He was not announced, they 
shall see; 
And those who have not heard shall 
understand.”* 


Plan to Visit Rome 

22For this reason ¢I also have been much 
hindered from coming to you. 283But now 
no longer having a place in these parts, 
and ¢having a great desire these many 
years to come to you, 24whenever I journey 
to Spain, I shall come to you.* For I hope to 
see you on my journey, eand to be helped 
on my way there by you, if first I may fen- 
joy your company for a while. 25But now 
s] am going to Jerusalem to minister to 
the saints. 26For "it pleased those from 
Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor among the saints 
who are in Jerusalem. 27It pleased them 
indeed, and they are their debtors. For ‘if 
the Gentiles have been partakers of their 
spiritual things, itheir duty is also to min- 
ister to them in material things. 28There- 
fore, when I have performed this and 
have sealed to them “this fruit, I shall go 
by way of you to Spain. 29/But I know that 
when I come to you, I shall come in the 
fullness of the blessing of the gospel* of 
Christ. 

30Now I beg you, brethren, through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and "through the love of 
the Spirit, "that you strive together with me 
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in prayers to God for me, 3!°that I may be 
delivered from those in Judea who do not 
believe, and that »my service for Jerusalem 
may be acceptable to the saints, 32¢that I 
may come to you with joy "by the will of 
God, and may sbe refreshed together with 
you. 33Now ‘tthe God of peace be with you 
all. Amen. 


Sister Phoebe Commended 
1 6 I commend to you Phoebe our sis- 
ter, who is a servant of the church in 
aCenchrea, 2/that you may receive her in 
the Lord cin a manner worthy of the saints, 
and assist her in whatever business she has 
need of you; for indeed she has been a help- 
er of many and of myself also. 


Greeting Roman Saints 

3Greet @Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their 
own necks for my life, to whom not only I 
give thanks, but also all the churches of the 
Gentiles. 5Likewise greet ¢the church that 
is in their house. 

Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is 
fthe firstfruits of Achaia* to Christ. Greet 
Mary, who labored much for us. 7Greet 
Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen 
and my fellow prisoners, who are of note 
among the Zapostles, who also "were in 
Christ before me. 

8Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. 
9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in 
Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. !°Greet 
Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those 
who are of the household of Aristobulus. 
1lGreet Herodion, my countryman.* Greet 
those who are of the household of Narcis- 
sus who are in the Lord. 

12Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, 
who have labored in the Lord. Greet 
the beloved Persis, who labored much 


* 15:21 Isaiah 52:15 * 15:24 NU-Text omits I 
shall come to you (and joins Spain with the next 
sentence). * 15:29 NU-Text omits of the gospel. 
*16:5 NU-Text reads Asia. * 16:11 Or relative 


Messiah was to be the Son of David. The Messiah is 
both the Origin and the Offspring of David. 
15:25-26 Kindness—One of the New Testament 
commands is that Christians display kindness toward 
other believers (12:10). The Macedonian believers had 
just gathered a love offering for the needy saints in 
Jerusalem. Such kindness is a response to God’s won- 
derful kindness to us. In fact, wanting to reach out 
to others is an evidence of our new birth, and as we 
bless others in this way, we will find ourselves receiv- 
ing similar blessings of kindness (Luke 6:38). 

15:28 Spain. No one knows for sure if Paul ever got to 
Spain, but he had it on his travel itinerary. 

15:29 when! come to you. Paul did get to Rome, but 
not in the time frame or way he had thought. God 
had a special plan for Paul. The Lord would give him 
the opportunity to testify of his faith in the emperor's 
court, but he would do so as a prisoner (Acts 28). 


16:3-4 Priscilla and Aquila. This married couple is 
never mentioned separately, perhaps because they 
ministered so effectively together. Like Paul, they 
were tentmakers, and worked with him in Corinth 
and Ephesus (Acts 18:1-3,18,26). 

16:8-10 Amplias...Urbanus...Stachys...Apelles. 
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in the Lord. 8Greet Rufus, ‘chosen in 
the Lord, and his mother and mine. 
14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, 
Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren 
who are with them. Greet Philologus 
and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and 
Olympas, and all the saints who are with 
them. 

16iGreet one another with a holy kiss. 
The* churches of Christ greet you. 


Avoid Divisive Persons 

17Now I urge you, brethren, note those 
kwho cause divisions and offenses, con- 
trary to the doctrine which you learned, 
and ‘avoid them. !8For those who are 
such do not serve our Lord Jesus* Christ, 
but “their own belly, and "by smooth 
words and flattering speech deceive the 
hearts of the simple. 19For °your obedi- 
ence has become known to all. There- 
fore I am glad on your behalf; but I want 
you to be Pwise in what is good, and 
simple concerning evil. 20And ¢the God of 
peace ‘will crush Satan under your feet 
shortly. 

sThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen. 


Greetings from Paul’s Friends 

21tTimothy, my fellow worker, and “Lu- 
cius, Jason, and wSosipater, my country- 
men, greet you. 

22], Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet 
you in the Lord. 

23xGaius, my host and the host of the 
whole church, greets you. YErastus, the 
treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quar- 
tus, a brother. 242The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.* 


Benediction 

25Now “to Him who is able to establish 
you baccording to my gospel and the preach- 
ing of Jesus Christ, ‘according to the reve- 
lation of the mystery “kept secret since the 
world began 26but enow made manifest, and 
by the prophetic Scriptures made known to 
all nations, according to the commandment 
of the everlasting God, for fobedience to 
the faith—27to God, alone wise, be glory 
through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.* 


* 16:16 NU-Text reads All the churches. 

* 16:18 NU-Text and M-Text omit Jesus. 

* 16:24 NU-Text omits this verse. * 16:27 M-Text 
puts Romans 16:25-27 after Romans 14:23. 


These were common slave names. Aristobulus. This 
was a familiar Greek name, and this man may have 
been the owner of the previously mentioned men, if 
they were indeed slaves. 

16:23 Gaius. “Gaius” of Corinth (1 Cor. 1:14) not only 
gave Paul lodging, but offered his house as a meeting 
place for the church. 

16:25 mystery. Paul speaks of his message as a 
“mystery” (see 11:25) because God’s complete plan 
of salvation was at first hidden but now was being 
revealed. Part of the mystery is that the church will 


consist of both Jews and Gentiles united in one body 
of Christ (Eph. 3:1-13). 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


CORINTHIANS 


> AUTHOR: Pauline authorship of 1 Corinthians is almost universally accepted. In- 
stances of this widely held belief can be found as early as A.D. 95, when Clement of 
Rome wrote to the Corinthian church and cited this epistle in regard to the continu- 
ing problem of factions among themselves. Paul taught the word of God in Corinth 
for eighteen months in A.D. 51 and 52, leaving Apollos to preach and teach in his 
absence. When Paul was in Ephesus during his third missionary journey, he became 
disturbed by reports of discord in the church of Corinth. First Corinthians is a record 
of Paul's initial response to these problems. 

> TIME: c. A.D. 56 > KEY VERSE: 1 Cor. 1:10 

> THEME: The basic theme of this epistle is the application of Christian principles to 
carnality in the individual as well as in the church. Paul is responding to a letter he 
received from the Corinthians concerning five behavioral problems that are causing 
dissension in one way or another: (1) divisions in the church; (2) a case of incest; 
(3) court cases between members; (4) the abuse of Christian “freedom”; and (5) the 
chaos occurring in connection with celebration of the Lord's Supper. Paul’s ethical 
responses to the various behaviors of the Corinthian church are based on a theolog- 
ical understanding of what it means to be a part of the people of God in a complex 


multicultural, pagan environment. 


Greeting 
Paul, ¢called to be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ through the will of God, and 
cSosthenes our brother, 


2To the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to those who “are sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
ecalled to be saints, with all who in every 
place call on the name of Jesus Christ four 
Lord, 2both theirs and ours: 


3hGrace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Spiritual Gifts at Corinth 

4i] thank my God always concerning you 
for the grace of God which was given to you 
by Christ Jesus, 5that you were enriched in 
everything by Him iin all utterance and 
all knowledge, Seven as *the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you, 7so that you 


come short in no gift, eagerly ‘waiting for 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
8mwho will also confirm you to the end, 
nthat you may be blameless in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9°God is faithful, by 
whom you were called into »the fellowship 
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Sectarianism Is Sin 

10Now I plead with you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, ¢that you all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be per- 
fectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment. For it has been de- 
clared to me concerning you, my brethren, 
by those of Chloe’s household, that there 
are contentions among you. !2Now I say 
this, that "each of you says, “I am of Paul,” 
or “I am of sApollos,” or “I am of ‘Cephas,” 


1:1 through the will of God. The Corinthian church 
greatly valued human wisdom. This misplaced em- 
phasis had caused some in the church to challenge 
Paul’s authority. They forgot that Jesus Christ Himself 
had called him to his ministry as an apostle of Christ. 

1:2 sanctified in Christ Jesus. Holiness comes from 
our position in Christ, not from our own goodness. 
Jesus’ death in payment for our sins makes a believer 
holy forever in God’s eyes (Heb. 10:14). But in every- 
day living, sanctification involves small daily changes. 
1:7 come short in no gift. The Corinthians were 
richly blessed with spiritual gifts because God was 


giving them everything they needed to do His will 
12:14-27). 

1:10 in the same mind. Christian unity is not unifor- 
mity of appearance, but unity of direction, and the 
bond of mutual love and esteem (Eph. 4:14-16). 
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or “I am of Christ.” 13“Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 

14] thank God that I baptized vnone of 
you except “Crispus and xGaius, lest 
anyone should say that I had baptized in 
my own name. !6Yes, I also baptized the 
household of yStephanas. Besides, I do not 
know whether I baptized any other. !7For 
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel, znot with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of no effect. 


Christ the Power and Wisdom 
of God 


18For the message of the cross is ¢fool- 
ishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us ‘who are being saved it is the 4power of 
God. !§For it is written: 


e“T will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
And bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent.”* 


20fWhere is the wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
this world? 2!For since, in the "wisdom of 
God, the world through wisdom did not 
know God, it pleased God through the 
foolishness of the message preached to 
save those who believe. 22For ‘Jews request 
asign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23but 
we preach Christ crucified, ito the Jews a 
stumbling block and to the Greeks* &fool- 
ishness, 24but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ ‘the power of God 
and ™the wisdom of God. *5Because the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men. 


Glory Only in the Lord 
26For you see your calling, brethren, "that 
not many wise according to the flesh, not 


many mighty, not many noble, are called. 
27But °God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to put to shame the wise, and God 
has chosen the weak things of the world to 
put to shame the things which are mighty; 
28and the base things of the world and the 
things which are despised God has chosen, 
and the things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are, 29that no flesh 
should glory in His presence. 3®But of Him 
you are in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God—and Prighteousness 
and sanctification and redemption—?!that, 
as it is written, ¢“He who glories, let him 
glory in the LORD.”* 


Christ Crucified 


And I, brethren, when I came to you, did 

not come with excellence of speech or 
of wisdom declaring to you the testimony* 
of God. 2For I determined not to know any- 
thing among you “except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. 35] was with you cin weak- 
ness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4And 
my speech and my preaching ¢were not 
with persuasive words of human* wisdom, 
ebut in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, >that your faith should not be in the 
wisdom of men but in the fpower of God. 


Spiritual Wisdom 

6However, we speak wisdom among 
those who are mature, yet not the wisdom 
of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who 
are coming to nothing. 7But we speak the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God ordained before the 
ages for our glory, 8which none of the rul- 
ers of this age knew; for had they known, 
they would not have "crucified the Lord of 
glory. 


*1:19 Isaiah 29:14 * 1:23 NU-Text reads Gentiles. 
*1:31 Jeremiah 9:24 *2:1 NU-Text reads mys- 
tery. *2:4 NU-Text omits human. 


1:14 Crispus and Gaius. Crispus was the ruler of the 
synagogue in Corinth when Paul began to preach there 
(Acts 18:8). He was instrumental in the conversion of 
many other Christians. Gaius may be the same person 
who hosted Paul and the entire church (Rom. 16:23). 
1:16 Stephanas. Stephanas was one of Paul's first 
converts in Achaia, the region of which Corinth was 
the capital. Paul praised him and his household for 
their devotion to the ministry and for their assistance 
(16:15). Stephanas was one of the couriers who took 
correspondence to and from Corinth. 

1:17 not... to baptize, but to preach the gospel. 
Paul’s primary ministry was not baptism, but preach- 
ing the truth. Baptism naturally follows conversion, 
but is secondary in importance. 

1:20 Where is the wise? All human efforts to find 
favor with God fall woefully short (Rom. 3:9-28). Only 
through faith in Christ can we be saved from our sins. 
1:27 the foolish things of the world. God's plan of 
salvation does not conform to the world’s priorities. 
Yet in reality, eternal salvation is more valuable than 
anything else. 


1:28 and the base... are despised. Corinth had a 
large slave population, and many of these slaves 
became followers of Christ. Slaves were despised by 
the free-born and the well-to-do. 

2:6 the rulers of this age. In some passages Paul uses 
the word “rulers” to refer to spiritual beings (Eph. 6:12; 
Col. 2:15); here it seems to be a reference to earthly 
rulers. 

2:7 mystery. God’s plan was kept hidden, known 
only to Him, until He chose to reveal it (Eph. 3:1-11). 
This is in contrast to the teachings of the Gnostics, a 
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9But as it is written: 


i“Fye has not seen, nor ear heard, 
Nor have entered into the heart of man 
The things which God has prepared 
for those who love Him.”* 


10But iGod has revealed them to us through 
His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, 
yes, the deep things of God. For what 
man knows the things of a man except the 
kspirit of the man which is in him? ‘Even so 
no one knows the things of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12Now we have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but ™the Spirit who 
is from God, that we might know the things 
that have been freely given to us by God. 

13These things we also speak, not in 
words which man’s wisdom teaches but 
which the Holy* Spirit teaches, comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual. 4-But the 
natural man does not receive the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; nor can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned. }5But he who is 
spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is 
rightly judged by no one. 16For °“who has 
known the mind of the LORD that he may 
instruct Him?”* pBut we have the mind of 
Christ. 


Sectarianism Is Carnal 

And I, brethren, could not speak to you 

as to spiritual people but as to carnal, 
as to “babes in Christ. 2I fed you with milk 
and not with solid food; cfor until now you 
were not able to receive it, and even now 
you are still not able; 3for you are still car- 
nal. For where there are envy, strife, and 
divisions among you, are you not carnal 
and behaving like mere men? 4For when 
one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “Iam 
of Apollos,” are you not carnal? 


Watering, Working, Warning 
5Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, 
but ¢ministers through whom you believed, 
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as the Lord gave to each one? &] planted, 
fApollos watered, but God gave the in- 
crease. 7So then "neither he who plants is 
anything, nor he who waters, but God who 
gives the increase. 8Now he who plants and 
he who waters are one, ‘and each one will 
receive his own reward according to his 
own labor. 

9For ‘we are God’s fellow workers; you 
are God’s field, you are ®God’s building. 
101According to the grace of God which was 
given to me, as a wise master builder I have 
laid ™the foundation, and another builds 
on it. But let each one take heed how he 
builds on it. "For no other foundation can 
anyone lay than "that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. 12Now if anyone builds on 
this foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work 
will become clear; for the Day ?will declare 
it, because 4it will be revealed by fire; and 
the fire will test each one’s work, of what 
sort it is. 4]f anyone’s work which he has 
built on it endures, he will receive a re- 
ward. 145If anyone’s work is burned, he will 
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet 
so as through fire. 

16rDo you not know that you are the tem- 
ple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you? !7If anyone defiles the temple of 
God, God will destroy him. For the temple 
of God is holy, which temple you are. 


Avoid Worldly Wisdom 

18s]_et no one deceive himself. If anyone 
among you seems to be wise in this age, 
let him become a fool that he may be- 
come wise. !8For the wisdom of this world 
is foolishness with God. For it is written, 
'“He catches the wise in their own cratfti- 
ness”.* 20and again, ““The LORD knows the 
thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.”* 


* 2:9 Isaiah 64:4 
* 2:16 Isaiah 40:13 
94:11 


* 2:13 NU-Text omits Holy. 
* 3:19 Job 5:13 *3:20 Psalm 


group of false religious teachers who would infiltrate 
the early church (1 John 2:18-27). They claimed that 
there existed a body of secret knowledge that was 
only available to those initiated into an inner circle of 
spiritual teachers. 

2:13 comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
These words are difficult to translate and interpret. 
The Greek term translated “comparing” can also 
mean “combining,” or “interpreting.” The two refer- 
ences to “spiritual” may mean interpreting spiritual 
truths to spiritual persons, or else combining spir- 
itual truths with spiritual words (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 
1:20-21). 

3:2 1 fed you with milk. Paul did not expect the Corin- 
thians to be mature when they first accepted Christ. 
Yet they should have grown in their faith—that is, 
become sanctified. The behavior of Christians should 
begin to line up with their righteous position in Christ. 
3:3 for you are still carnal. An immature Christian 
naturally lacks many Christian traits, but no one 


should expect this condition to last. Paul was sur- 
prised that the Corinthians had not yet grown into 
spiritual maturity or become able to distinguish 
between good and evil (Heb. 5:14). 

3:13 the Day. This is the time when Christ will judge 
the merits of His servants’ work (2 Cor. 5:10), not 
whether they receive forgiveness of sin. Likewise, the 
fire does not refer to the eternal fire of damnation 
Rev. 20:10) but to the evaluation of believers’ works 
Rev. 22:12). 


2:9/[ls. 64:4; 65:17] 
16:17 


2:10/ Matt. 11:25; 13:11; 

2:11‘ James 2:26] ‘Rom. 11:33. 2:12'[Rom. 
8:15] 2:14"Matt.16:23 2:16 °ls. 40:13 ? John 
15:15] 3:1¢Heb.5:13 3:21 Pet. 2:2 “John 16:12 
3:592 Cor. 3:3, 6; 4:1; 5:18;6:4 3:6&Acts 18:4 fActs 
18:24-27 9[2Cor.3:5] 3:7"[Gal.6:3] 3:8/Ps. 

62:12 3:9/2 Cor. 6:1 k[Eph. 2:20-22] 3:10/Rom. 1:5 
™1Cor.4:15 3:11 Is. 28:16 °Eph. 2:20 3:13 1 Pet. 
1:7 ILuke 2:35 3:16'2Cor.6:16 3:18 Prov. 3:7 
3:19" Job 5:13 3:204Ps.94:11 


1262 1 Corinthians 3:21 
21Therefore let no one boast in men. For Vall 
things are yours: 22whether Paul or Apollos 
or Cephas, or the world or life or death, or 
things present or things to come—all are 
yours. 23And “you are Christ’s, and Christ 
is God’s. 


Stewards of the Mysteries of God 
Let a man so consider us, as ¢servants 
of Christ "and stewards of the mysteries 

of God. 2Moreover it is required in stewards 
that one be found faithful. 3But with me it is 
a very small thing that I should be judged 
by you or by a human court.* In fact, I do 
not even judge myself. 4For I know of noth- 
ing against myself, yet I am not justified 
by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. 
5cTherefore judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord comes, who will both bring 
to “light the hidden things of darkness and 
ereveal the counsels of the hearts. ‘Then 
each one’s praise will come from God. 


Fools for Christ’s Sake 

6Now these things, brethren, I have figu- 
ratively transferred to myself and Apollos 
for your sakes, that you may learnin us not 
to think beyond what is written, that none 
of you may be puffed up on behalf of one 
against the other. 7For who makes you dif- 
fer from another? And ¢what do you have 
that you did not receive? Now if you did in- 
deed receive it, why do you boast as if you 
had not received it? 

8You are already full! "You are already 
rich! You have reigned as kings with- 
out us—and indeed I could wish you did 
reign, that we also might reign with you! 
9For I think that God has displayed us, the 
apostles, last, as men condemned to death; 
for we have been made a ‘spectacle to the 
world, both to angels and to men. 10We are 
ifools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in 
Christ! *We are weak, but you are strong! 
You are distinguished, but we are dishon- 
ored! 1! To the present hour we both hunger 


and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and 
beaten, and homeless. 1!2/And we labor, 
working with our own hands. "Being re- 
viled, we bless; being persecuted, we en- 
dure; being defamed, we entreat. "We 
have been made as the filth of the world, 
the offscouring of all things until now. 


Paul’s Paternal Care 

14] do not write these things to shame 
you, but °as my beloved children I warn 
you. 5For though you might have ten thou- 
sand instructors in Christ, yet you do not 
have many fathers; for Pin Christ Jesus I 
have begotten you through the gospel. 
16Therefore I urge you, 4imitate me. !7For 
this reason I have sent ‘Timothy to you, 
swho is my beloved and faithful son in the 
Lord, who will ‘remind you of my ways in 
Christ, as I “teach everywhere Vin every 
church. 

18wNow some are puffed up, as though I 
were not coming to you. !9xBut I will come 
to you shortly, »if the Lord wills, and I will 
know, not the word of those who are puffed 
up, but the power. 29For zthe kingdom of 
God is not in word but in ¢power. 2! What 
do you want? ’Shall I come to you with a 
rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness? 


Immorality Defiles the Church 

It is actually reported that there is sex- 

ual immorality among you, and such 
sexual immorality as is not even named* 
among the Gentiles—that a man has his 
father’s «wife! 22And you are puffed up, 
and have not rather mourned, that he who 
has done this deed might be taken away 
from among you. 34For I indeed, as absent 
in body but present in spirit, have already 
judged (as though I were present) him who 
has so done this deed. 4In the ¢name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered 
together, along with my spirit, fwith the 


*4:3 Literally day *5:1 NU-Text omits named. 


3:21 all things are yours. The Stoic literature of the 
time, which the Corinthians would have known, often 
spoke of the wise man as possessing everything. 
Everything God has done in the church, and in the 
entire universe, benefits all believers. There is no place 
for foolish boasting or competition among Christians. 
4:5 judge nothing. While believers can benefit from 
the constructive evaluations of other believers, their 
ultimate Judge is the Lord Himself. We cannot know 
the whole picture, and we must be careful not to 
make premature evaluations of others. 

4:6 puffed up. Greeks considered humility to be a 
fault, a characteristic of slaves. To the Christian, how- 
ever, it exemplifies the attitude of Christ (Phil. 2:5-8). 
4:10 fools for Christ’s sake. True strength is found in 
understanding our weakness and Christ's sufficiency 
(2 Cor. 12:7—10; Phil. 4:11-13). 

5:1 sexual immorality. The sexual immorality of 
incest was forbidden by Old Testament law (Lev. 
18:8; Deut. 22:30) and by Roman law. The phrase “his 


father’s wife” probably indicates that the woman was 
the offender's stepmother. Paul does not specify any 
discipline for the woman, which may indicate that 
she was not a believer. 

5:2 puffed up, and have not rather mourned. The 
Corinthian Christians had a twisted view of grace that 
caused them to be proud of their tolerance of the sex- 
ual offender. They believed that, because God's grace 
is limitless, living in sin was no problem. 
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power of our Lord Jesus Christ, *#deliver 
such a one to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus.* 

8Your glorying is not good. Do you not 
know that a little leaven leavens the whole 
lump? 7Therefore purge out the old leaven, 
that you may be a new lump, since you tru- 
ly are unleavened. For indeed ’Christ, our 
'Passover, was sacrificed for us.* 8There- 
fore ™let us keep the feast, "not with old 
leaven, nor °with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth. 


immorality Must Be Judged 

9I wrote to you in my epistle Pnot to keep 
company with sexually immoral people. 
10Yet I certainly did not mean with the 
sexually immoral people of this world, 
or with the covetous, or extortioners, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go 
aout of the world. !!But now I have written 
to you not to keep company ‘with anyone 
named a brother, who is sexually immoral, 
or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner—snot even to 
eat with such a person. 

12For what have I to do with judging 
those also who are outside? Do you not 
judge those who are inside? !3But those 
who are outside God judges. Therefore 
t“put away from yourselves the evil per- 
son.”* 


Do Not Sue the Brethren 
Dare any of you, having a matter 
against another, go to law before the un- 
righteous, and not before the «saints? 2Do 
you not know that ’the saints will judge the 
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world? And if the world will be judged by 
you, are you unworthy to judge the small- 
est matters? 3Do you not know that we shall 
cjudge angels? How much more, things that 
pertain to this life? 4If then you have judg- 
ments concerning things pertaining to this 
life, do you appoint those who are least es- 
teemed by the church to judge? 5I say this 
to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a 
wise man among you, not even one, who 
will be able to judge between his brethren? 
6But brother goes to law against brother, 
and that before unbelievers! 

7Now therefore, it is already an utter fail- 
ure for you that you go to law against one 
another. ¢Why do you not rather accept 
wrong? Why do you not rather let your- 
selves be cheated? 8No, you yourselves do 
wrong and cheat, and you do these things 
to your brethren! 9Do you not know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit the king- 
dom of God? Do not be deceived. eNeither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals,* nor sodomites, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were fsome of 
you. #But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit 
of our God. 


Glorify God in Body and Spirit 

12hA]] things are lawful for me, but all 
things are not helpful. All things are lawful 
for me, but I will not be brought under the 


*5:5 NU-Text omits Jesus. *5:7 NU-Text omits 
forus. *5:13 Deuteronomy 17:7; 19:19; 22:21, 24; 
24:7 *6:9 That is, catamites 


5:6 a little leaven. The backdrop for this passage 
is the Passover (Ex. 12). In commemoration of their 
ancestors’ hurried departure from Egypt, Jewish fam- 
ilies would carefully remove all leaven (yeast) from 
their homes in preparation for the celebration of the 
Passover. In the New Testament, leaven is often used 
as a symbol of sin. Yeast spreads through a batch of 
dough, and unchallenged sin can soon contaminate 
the whole church. The sexual offender was guilty of 
sin, but the whole congregation was also guilty of 
ignoring the man’s disobedience. 
5:9 my epistle. It is believed that this refers to an 
earlier letter which has not been preserved. 
5:10 of this world. Christians are called to influ- 
ence the world, not to run away from it (Matt. 
5:13-16). They are agents of God to carry the light 
of Jesus Christ into a dark world (Phil. 2:14—16; 1 Pet. 
2:11-12). 
6:9 kingdom of God. This term seems to refer to a 
future time when God will rule the earth in righteous- 
ness (Matt. 6:10; Luke 11:2). 
6:11 Changed Life—The greatest proof of the new 
birth is a changed life. The child of God now suddenly 
loves the following: 

1. He loves Jesus. Before conversion the sinner 

might hold Christ in high esteem, but after con- 
version he loves the Savior (1 John 5:1—2). 


2. He loves the Bible. We should love God’s Word 
as the psalmist did in Psalm 119. There he 
expresses his great love for God’s Word 17 times. 

3. He loves other Christians. “We know that we have 
passed from death to life, because we love the 
brethren” (1 John 3:14). 

. He loves his enemies (Matt. 5:43—45). 

. He loves the souls of all people. Like Paul, he too 
can cry out for the conversion of loved ones. 
“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is that they may be saved” (Rom. 10:1). 

6. He loves the pure life. John says that if one loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him 

(1 John 2:15-17). 

He loves to talk to God. “Speaking to one another 

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, sing- 

ing and making melody in your heart to the 

Lord” (Eph. 5:19). 
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1264 @ 1 Corinthians 6:13 
power of any. iFoods for the stomach and 
the stomach for foods, but God will destroy 
both it and them. Now the body is not for 
isexual immorality but "for the Lord, ‘and 
the Lord for the body. 4And ™God both 
raised up the Lord and will also raise us 
up "by His power. 

15Do you not know that °your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them mem- 
bers of a harlot? Certainly not! !6Or do you 
not know that he who is joined to a harlot is 
one body with her? For ?“the two,” He says, 
“shall become one flesh.”* !74But he who is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 

18rF]ee sexual immorality. Every sin that 
a man does is outside the body, but he who 
commits sexual immorality sins sagainst his 
own body. !9Or ‘do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have from God, “and you 
are not your own? 29For vyou were bought at 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body* 
and in your spirit, which are God’s. 


Principles of Marriage 

Now concerning the things of which 

you wrote to me: 

aJt is good for a man not to touch a wom- 
an. 2Nevertheless, because of sexual immo- 
rality, let each man have his own wife, and 
let each woman have her own husband. 


3>Let the husband render to his wife the af- 
fection due her, and likewise also the wife 
to her husband. 4The wife does not have 
authority over her own body, but the hus- 
band does. And likewise the husband does 
not have authority over his own body, but 
the wife does. 5-Do not deprive one anoth- 
er except with consent for a time, that you 
may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; 
and come together again so that ¢Satan 
does not tempt you because of your lack of 
self-control. 6But I say this as a concession, 
enot as a commandment. 7For ‘I wish that 
all men were even as I myself. But each one 
has his own gift from God, one in this man- 
ner and another in that. 

8But I say to the unmarried and to the 
widows: £It is good for them if they remain 
even as I am; %but "if they cannot exercise 
self-control, let them marry. For it is better 
to marry than to burn with passion. 


Keep Your Marriage Vows 

10Now to the married I command, yet 
not I but the ‘Lord: /A wife is not to depart 
from her husband. !!But even if she does 
depart, let her remain unmarried or be rec- 
onciled to her husband. And a husband is 
not to divorce his wife. 


*6:16 Genesis 2:24 
at body. 


*6:20 NU-Text ends the verse 


6:13 Foods for the stomach and the stomach for 
foods. The stomach’s purpose is to digest food, but it 
is not the purpose of the body to commit immorality. 
Furthermore, by design God put restrictions on both 
eating and sexual activity. Eating to the point of glut- 
tony and having sex outside of marriage both violate 
God's intent and are sinful. 

6:15 your bodies are the members of Christ. 
Becoming a Christ follower is not just a “spiritual 
experience.” Our bodies belong to Jesus as well as our 
souls, and nothing that we do with our bodies is apart 
from our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

6:16 one body. God designed sex as part of the 
intense “one flesh” bond between husband and 
wife, so sex is not a one-dimensional physical act. 
It involves soul, spirit, and emotions as well. Broken 
sexual relationships tear away at a person’s very 
being in a way that nothing else does. 

6:19 The Work of the Holy Spirit—The Holy Spirit is 
sometimes referred to as the Paraclete. The first part 
of that word, para, is a preposition that means “com- 
ing alongside.” As the Spirit comes alongside of us, He 
ministers in the following ways: 

1. The Holy Spirit indwells Christians. The Bible 
teaches that believers are indwelt and are 
the “temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19). 
The purpose of this indwelling ministry is to 
empower the newly created nature (2 Cor. 5:17; 
Eph. 3:16). 

2. The Holy Spirit fills believers. We are admonished 
to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). We are 
then to be subject to the control of the Spirit in 
contrast to being controlled by the lures of the 
world. 

3. The Holy Spirit sanctifies the believer (Rom. 15:16; 
2 Thess. 2:13). 


4. The Holy Spirit produces fruit in the life of the 
believer. This fruit is described by Paul: “But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffer- 
ing, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle- 
ness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22—23). 

5. The Holy Spirit gives gifts to Christians (Rom. 
12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:1-11; Eph. 4:7-12). These are 
abilities given to every Christian (1 Cor. 7:7; 1 Pet. 
4:10). The purpose of these gifts is to glorify God 
(Rev. 4:11) and to edify the body of Christ (Eph. 
4:12-13). 

6. The Holy Spirit teaches believers. He will instruct 
us in all spiritual things as we read the Word of 
God (John 14:26) and abide in the Son of God 
(1 John 2:24-27). 

6:20 bought at a price. With His death, Jesus Christ 
paid the cost to redeem us from our slavery to sin 
(Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). 

7:6 concession, not as a commandment. The Co- 
rinthians seemed to be caught by two extreme false 
positions: the false concept that physical activity 
does not affect the spirit, and the opposite incorrect 
idea that any kind of physical relationship is evil. Sex- 
ual relationships in marriage are good and God given, 
yet Paul also outlines the value of celibacy. 

7:11 remain unmarried. This statement is consistent 
with Jesus’ teaching (Mark 10:9-12). 
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12But to the rest I, not the Lord, say: If 
any brother has a wife who does not be- 
lieve, and she is willing to live with him, let 
him not divorce her. 3And a woman who 
has a husband who does not believe, if he 
is willing to live with her, let her not di- 
vorce him. !4For the unbelieving husband 
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbeliev- 
ing wife is sanctified by the husband; oth- 
erwise your children would be unclean, 
but now they are holy. But if the unbe- 
liever departs, let him depart; a brother or 
a sister is not under bondage in such cas- 
es. But God has called us 'to peace. 16For 
how do you know, O wife, whether you 
will ™save your husband? Or how do you 
know, O husband, whether you will save 
your wife? 


Live as You Are Called 

17But as God has distributed to each one, 
as the Lord has called each one, so let him 
walk. And "so I ordain in all the churches. 
18Was anyone called while circumcised? 
oLet him not become uncircumcised. Was 
anyone called while uncircumcised? Let 
him not be circumcised. !9°Circumcision 
is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing, 
but “keeping the commandments of God 
is what matters. 2°Let each one remain in 
the same calling in which he was called. 
21 Were you called while a slave? Do not be 
concerned about it; but if you can be made 
free, rather use it. 22For he who is called 
in the Lord while a slave is "the Lord’s 
freedman. Likewise he who is called 
while free is sChrist’s slave. 23¢You were 
bought at a price; do not become slaves 
of men. 24Brethren, let each one remain 
with “God in that state in which he was 
called. 


To the Unmarried and Widows 
25Now concerning virgins: YI have no 
commandment from the Lord; yet I give 
judgment as one “whom the Lord in His 
mercy has made *trustworthy. 261 suppose 
therefore that this is good because of the 
present distress—ythat it is good for aman 
to remain as he is: 27Are you bound to a 
wife? Do not seek to be loosed. Are you 
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loosed from a wife? Do not seek a wife. 
28But even if you do marry, you have not 
sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not 
sinned. Nevertheless such will have trou- 
ble in the flesh, but I would spare you. 

29But Zthis I say, brethren, the time is 
short, so that from now on even those who 
have wives should be as though they had 
none, 2°those who weep as though they did 
not weep, those who rejoice as though they 
did not rejoice, those who buy as though 
they did not possess, 3!and those who use 
this world as not “misusing it. For >the 
form of this world is passing away. 

32But I want you to be without care. “He 
who is unmarried cares for the things of 
the Lord—how he may please the Lord. 
33But he who is married cares about the 
things of the world—how he may please 
his wife. 34There is* a difference between 
a wife and a virgin. The unmarried wom- 
an ¢cares about the things of the Lord, that 
she may be holy both in body and in spir- 
it. But she who is married cares about the 
things of the world—how she may please 
her husband. *5And this I say for your own 
profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but 
for what is proper, and that you may serve 
the Lord without distraction. 

36But if any man thinks he is behaving 
improperly toward his virgin, if she is past 
the flower of youth, and thus it must be, let 
him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let 
them marry. 37Nevertheless he who stands 
steadfast in his heart, having no necessi- 
ty, but has power over his own will, and 
has so determined in his heart that he will 
keep his virgin,* does well. 38eSo then he 
who gives her* in marriage does well, but 
he who does not give her in marriage does 
better. 

39fA wife is bound by law as long as her 
husband lives; but if her husband dies, she 
is at liberty to be married to whom she 
wishes, only in the Lord. 49But she is hap- 
pier if she remains as she is, “according to 
my judgment—and ‘J think I also have the 
Spirit of God. 


* 7:34 M-Text adds also. * 7:37 Or virgin daugh- 
ter *7:38 NU-Text reads his own virgin. 


7:16 how do you know. First Peter 3:1—6 reminds us 
that consistent obedience to God can make a skep- 
tical spouse into a believing one, but there are no 
guarantees. 

7:17 as the Lord has called... let him walk. Social 
status is unimportant to God. He is interested in faith- 
fulness. 

7:27 bound to a wife... loosed. Considering the 
clear prohibition in verses 10-11, this verse is most 
likely referring to couples who are betrothed but not 
yet married. 

7:36-38 his virgin. One interpretation of this verse 
is that this refers to a virgin daughter, although the 
word “daughter” is not actually in the Greek text. A 
second interpretation suggests that the “any man” 
of verse 36 refers to a fiancé who is maintaining, 


although with difficulty, a celibate state with a virgin 
he is (or has been) engaged to. 
7:40 | think | also have the Spirit of God. The Holy 
Spirit enabled Paul to speak with apostolic authority 
and also with spiritual wisdom. 
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Be Sensitive to Conscience 
Now concerning things offered to idols: 
We know that we all have knowledge. 
cKnowledge puffs up, but love edifies. 2And 
dif anyone thinks that he knows anything, 
he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 
3But if anyone loves God, this one is known 
by Him. 

4Therefore concerning the eating of 
things offered to idols, we know that ean 
idol is nothing in the world, ‘and that there 
is no other God but one. >For even if there 
are £so-called gods, whether in heaven or 
on earth (as there are many gods and many 
lords), Syet "for us there is one God, the Fa- 
ther, ‘of whom are all things, and we for 
Him; and /one Lord Jesus Christ, *through 
whom are all things, and ‘through whom 
we live. 

THowever, there is not in everyone that 
knowledge; for some, "with consciousness 
of the idol, until now eat it as a thing of- 
fered to an idol; and their conscience, be- 
ing weak, is "defiled. 8But °food does not 
commend us to God; for neither if we eat 
are we the better, nor if we do not eat are 
we the worse. 

§SBut Pbeware lest somehow this liber- 
ty of yours become ¢a stumbling block to 
those who are weak. !9For if anyone sees 
you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s 
temple, will not ‘the conscience of him who 
is weak be emboldened to eat those things 
offered to idols? "And sbecause of your 
knowledge shall the weak brother perish, 
for whom Christ died? !2But twhen you thus 
sin against the brethren, and wound their 
weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 
13Therefore, “if food makes my brother 
stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I 
make my brother stumble. 


A Pattern of Self-Denial 
Am 4J not an apostle? Am I not free? 
bHave I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? 
cAre you not my work in the Lord? 2If Iam 


not an apostle to others, yet doubtless Iam 
to you. For you are ¢the seal of my apostle- 
ship in the Lord. 

3My defense to those who examine me is 
this: 4¢Do we have no right to eat and drink? 
5Do we have no right to take along a believ- 
ing wife, as do also the other apostles, fthe 
brothers of the Lord, and ¢Cephas? 6Or is 
it only Barnabas and I 'who have no right 
to refrain from working? 7Who ever igoes 
to war at his own expense? Who iplants a 
vineyard and does not eat of its fruit? Or 
who #tends a flock and does not drink of 
the milk of the flock? 

8Do I say these things as a mere man? 
Or does not the law say the same also? 
9For it is written in the law of Moses, !“You 
shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out 
the grain.”* Is it oxen God is concerned 
about? 1°Or does He say it altogether for 
our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is 
written, that "he who plows should plow in 
hope, and he who threshes in hope should 
be partaker of his hope. !"If we have sown 
spiritual things for you, is it a great thing 
if we reap your material things? !2If others 
are partakers of this right over you, are we 
not even more? 

oNevertheless we have not used this 
right, but endure all things Plest we hinder 
the gospel of Christ. 3¢Do you not know 
that those who minister the holy things eat 
of the things of the ‘temple, and those who 
serve at the altar partake of the offerings 
of the altar? 144Even so sthe Lord has com- 
manded ‘that those who preach the gospel 
should live from the gospel. 

15But «I have used none of these things, 
nor have I written these things that it 
should be done so to me; for Yit would be 
better for me to die than that anyone should 
make my boasting void. !6For if I preach 
the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for 
wnecessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if 


*9:9 Deuteronomy 25:4 


8:4 there is no other God but one. The Corinthian 
believers who claimed to have knowledge readily 
admitted that an idol is nothing (Is. 37:19; Jer. 16:20; 
Gal. 4:8) and that there is only one God (Deut. 6:4). 
Therefore, since an idol is nothing, and since the 
whole world belongs to God, food which has been 
offered to idols is not contaminated (10:19,25—26). 
8:7 with consciousness of the idol. Even though it 
is true that an idol is not a real god, a new believer 
leaving a life of idol worship is still accustomed to 
thinking of the idol as real. Because of this strong 
association, eating meat sacrificed to an idol might 
still feel like paying honor to the idol, and thus seem 
vile and contaminating. A person who still feels the 
pull of the old worship is right to flee from all remem- 
brances of it (10:20-23). 

8:12 wound their weak conscience. The believer 
is given responsibility for a weaker brother's con- 
science. It is sin to cause another to fall or to be 
wounded in the conscience. God is warning believers 
to stay away from questionable things. 


9:1 an apostle. Paul could claim the title of apos- 
tle because he had seen the resurrected Lord (Acts 
1:21-22), and the church in Corinth was his work in 
the Lord, a seal of his apostleship. 

9:14 live from the gospel. God commands that 
ministers of the gospel be supported. Even as the 
priests in Israel were supported for their work, New 
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I do not preach the gospel! !7For if I do this 
willingly, xI have a reward; but if against 
my will, YI have been entrusted with a stew- 
ardship. 18What is my reward then? That 
zwhen I preach the gospel, I may present 
the gospel of Christ* without charge, that I 
amay not abuse my authority in the gospel. 


Serving All Men 

19For though I am “free from all men, ¢I 
have made myself a servant to all, ¢that I 
might win the more; 2%and ¢to the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to 
those who are under the law, as under the 
law,* that I might win those who are under 
the law; 2!/to those who are without law, as 
without law "(not being without law toward 
God,* but under law toward Christ*), that I 
might win those who are without law; 22'to 
the weak I became as* weak, that I might 
win the weak. ‘I have become all things to 
all men, that I might by all means save 
some. 23Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, 
that I may be partaker of it with you. 


Striving for a Crown 

24Do you not know that those who runin 
a race all run, but one receives the prize? 
TRun in such a way that you may obtain 
it. 25And everyone who competes for the 
prize is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we 
for man imperishable crown. 26Therefore 
I run thus: "not with uncertainty. Thus I 
fight: not as one who beats the air. 27°But I 
discipline my body and bring it into sub- 
jection, lest, when I have preached to oth- 
ers, I myself should become ¢disqualified. 


Old Testament Examples 
1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want 
you to be unaware that all our fathers 
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were under “the cloud, all passed through 
bthe sea, 2all were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same 
cspiritual food, 4and all drank the same 
dspiritual drink. For they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. 5But with most of them 
God was not well pleased, for their bodies 
ewere scattered in the wilderness. 

6Now these things became our examples, 
to the intent that we should not lust after evil 
things as fthey also lusted. 7And do not be- 
come idolaters as were some of them. As 
it is written, "“The people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play.”* 8iNor let us 
commit sexual immorality, as isome of them 
did, and *in one day twenty-three thousand 
fell; 9nor let us tempt Christ, as ‘some of 
them also tempted, and "were destroyed by 
serpents; !°nor complain, as "some of them 
also complained, and °were destroyed by 
Pthe destroyer. !!Now all* these things hap- 
pened to them as examples, and ¢they were 
written for our admonition, "upon whom the 
ends of the ages have come. 

12Therefore ‘let him who thinks he 
stands take heed lest he fall. 3No tempta- 
tion has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, “who 
will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation 
will also make the way of escape, that you 
may be able to bear it. 


Flee from Idolatry 
4Therefore, my beloved, “flee from idol- 
atry. 5] speak as to “wise men; judge for 


*9:18 NU-Text omits of Christ. * 9:20 NU- 

Text adds though not being myself under the 

law. *9:21 NU-Text reads God’s law. * NU-Text 
reads Christ’s law. *9:22 NU-Text omits as. 
*10:7 Exodus 32:6 * 10:11 NU-Text omits all. 


Testament ministers were to be provided for as well 
(1 Tim. 5:17-18). 

9:20 to the Jews | became as a Jew. |n order to relate 
to the Jews in Jerusalem, Paul made a Nazirite vow in 
the temple (Acts 21:23-24). 

9:21 under law toward Christ. Paul was not law- 
less; he was differentiating between the law of the 
old covenant and the broader law of Christ which 
includes great freedom and flexibility for the believer 
whose heart is obedient to Christ’s will (11:1; Rom. 
13:8; Gal. 6:2). 

9:27 should become disqualified. A careful distinc- 
tion should be made between the prize and the gift. 
The free gift of justification cannot be the result of 
good works (Rom. 4:1-8). The prize or crown, how- 
ever, is the reward for endurance and suffering for the 
cause of Christ (Phil. 1:29; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

10:1 under the cloud. When the ancient Israelites 
were wandering in the wilderness, the pillar of cloud 
was the visible manifestation of God's presence with 
them. 

10:6 lust after evil things. The first failure of the Isra- 
elites was that they were not satisfied with God's provi- 
sion (Num. 11:4—34), It is not that the food they craved 
was evil in itself, but their lack of trust in God was sin. 


10:7 idolaters. The Israelites had seen God’s mighty 
hand work on their behalf, yet they still fell into idola- 
try and sexual immorality. Knowledge alone does not 
protect against sin—obedience is a heart issue. 

10:12 take heed lest he fall. The Corinthians may 
have had the attitude that, since they were justified 
by God, nothing could happen to them. The disci- 
pline of God, however, is not to be taken lightly. No 
one can sin without consequences (Gal. 6:7—8). 

10:14 flee from idolatry. This was not a simple thing 
to do in ancient Greek culture, where the worship of 
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yourselves what I say. 16*The cup of bless- 
ing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ? YThe bread which 
we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ? !7For zwe, though many, 
are one bread and one body; for we all par- 
take of that one bread. 

1Observe “Israel after the flesh: cAre 
not those who eat of the sacrifices partak- 
ers of the altar? 19What am I saying then? 
dThat an idol is anything, or what is of- 
fered to idols is anything? 2°Rather, that the 
things which the Gentiles ¢sacrifice ‘they 
sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I 
do not want you to have fellowship with de- 
mons. 2!You cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord and "the cup of demons; you cannot 
partake of the ‘Lord’s table and of the table 
of demons. 22Or do we ‘provoke the Lord to 
jealousy? *Are we stronger than He? 


All to the Glory of God 


23A 11 things are lawful for me,* but not 
all things are ‘helpful; all things are lawful 
for me,* but not all things edify. 24Let no 
one seek his own, but each one ™the other’s 
well-being. 

25nEat whatever is sold in the meat mar- 
ket, asking no questions for conscience’ 
sake; 26for o“the earth is the LORD’s, and 
all its fullness.”* 

27If any of those who do not believe in- 
vites you to dinner, and you desire to go, 
Peat whatever is set before you, asking 
no question for conscience’ sake. 28But if 
anyone says to you, “This was offered to 


idols,” do not eat it ¢for the sake of the one 
who told you, and for conscience’ sake;* for 
“the earth is the LORD’s, and all its full- 
ness.”* 29“Conscience,” I say, not your own, 
but that of the other. For swhy is my lib- 
erty judged by another man’s conscience? 
30But if I partake with thanks, why am I 
evil spoken of for the food tover which I 
give thanks? 

3luTherefore, whether you eat or drink, 
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God. 32vGive no offense, either to the Jews 
or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 
33just “as I also please all men in all things, 
not seeking my own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved. 
1 1 Imitate? me, just as I also imitate 


Christ. 

Head Coverings 

2Now I praise you, brethren, that you 
remember me in all things and keep the 
traditions just as I delivered them to you. 
3But I want you to know that »the head of 
every man is Christ, cthe head of woman is 
man, and ¢the head of Christ is God. 4Ev- 
ery man praying or ¢prophesying, having 
his head covered, dishonors his head. 5But 
every woman who prays or prophesies with 
her head uncovered dishonors her head, for 
that is one and the same as if her head were 
fshaved. 6For if a woman is not covered, let 


* 10:23 NU-Text omits forme. ¢ NU-Text omits for 
me. *10:26 Psalm 24:1 *10:28 NU-Text omits 
the rest of this verse. ¢ Psalm 24:1 


multiple gods was deeply ingrained. There were idols 
on street corners and in houses. Various civic socie- 
ties paid homage to their favorite gods. Cities 
adopted certain gods as their special protectors. The 
pagan temples were frequented often, especially in 
Corinth with its temple prostitution. Most of the food 
in the marketplace had been offered in worship to 
different gods. 

10:20 sacrifice to demons. While the idols them- 
selves are worthless, powerless, and certainly not 
gods, behind the statues and images is the very real 
evil and power of Satan and his demons. Anytime 
that worship is being directed at something that is 
not God, we can be sure that Satan is behind it. 
10:22 provoke the Lord to jealousy. To participate in 
idolatrous activity is to deny that God is the only one 
worthy of worship. 

10:23 All things are lawful. Though we have free- 
dom, we also have a responsibility to help others in 
their Christian growth. Our first duty is to others, not 
to ourselves. 

10:25 Eat whatever is sold. Paul himself did not ask 
whether meat was sacrificed in the temple, because 
pagan worship could not contaminate what God had 
made clean (Ps. 24:1; Acts 10:15). 

10:28 for conscience’ sake. Believers do not need 
to fearfully ask whether the meat they are eating has 
been sacrificed to idols—it doesn’t make any differ- 
ence to the food itself. However, a Christian may give 
the impression to others, by eating sacrificed food, 
that he himself is also still involved in idol worship. 


11:3 the head. The term “head” primarily means 
“authority” when used in the context of human rela- 
tionships, but it can also mean “source” or “origin.” 
The relationship between men and women does not 
involve inferiority; in the parallel clause Christ is not 
inferior to God the Father. Just as Christ and God are 
equally divine, men and women are equal in God’s 
image. But Jesus and God the Father have different 
roles in God's plan of salvation, and so also men and 
women are given different roles in life and in the 
church. 

11:4 praying or prophesying. This may refer to 
intercessory prayer similar to that of Old Testament 
prophets (Gen. 20:7; 1 Sam. 12:23; Jer. 27:18) or Anna 
(Luke 2:36-38), or to the combination of tongues and 
prayer (14:13-16; Acts 2:4; 10:46). The term “proph- 
esy” means to speak forth the words of God (14:3). 
11:5 every woman who prays or prophesies. |t is 
difficult from this passage alone to tell exactly what 
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her also be shorn. But if it is ¢shameful for a 
woman to be shorn or shaved, let her be cov- 
ered. 7For a man indeed ought not to cover 
his head, since “he is the image and glory of 
God; but woman is the glory of man. 8For 
man is not from woman, but woman ‘from 
man. 9Nor was man created for the woman, 
but woman ‘for the man. !°For this reason 
the woman ought to have a symbol of au- 
thority on her head, because of the angels. 
llNevertheless, kneither is man indepen- 
dent of woman, nor woman independent 
of man, in the Lord. !2For as woman came 
from man, even so man also comes through 
woman; but all things are from God. 
1BJudge among yourselves. Is it proper 
for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14Does not even nature itself 
teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a 
dishonor to him? !5But if a woman has long 
hair, it is a glory to her; for her hair is giv- 
en to her* for a covering. !6But ‘if anyone 
seems to be contentious, we have no such 
custom, ™nor do the churches of God. 


Conduct at the Lord’s Supper 

17Now in giving these instructions I do 
not praise you, since you come together 
not for the better but for the worse. 18For 
first of all, when you come together as a 
church, "I hear that there are divisions 
among you, and in part I believe it. !8For 
°there must also be factions among you, 
Pthat those who are approved may be rec- 
ognized among you. 2°Therefore when you 
come together in one place, it is not to eat 
the Lord’s Supper. 2!For in eating, each 
one takes his own supper ahead of others; 
and one is hungry and @another is drunk. 
22What! Do you not have houses to eat and 
drink in? Or do you despise "the church of 


1 Corinthians 11:32 @ 1269 
God and sshame those who have nothing? 
What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you 
in this? I do not praise you. 


Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

23For tI] received from the Lord that 
which J also delivered to you: “that the Lord 
Jesus on the same night in which He was 
betrayed took bread; 24and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, 
eat;* this is My body which is broken* for 
you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25In 
the same manner He also took the cup 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

26For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death “till He comes. 


Examine Yourself 

27Therefore whoever eats “this bread or 
drinks this cup of the Lord in an unwor- 
thy manner will be guilty of the body and 
blood* of the Lord. 28But <let a man exam- 
ine himself, and so let him eat of the bread 
and drink of the cup. 29For he who eats and 
drinks in an unworthy manner* eats and 
drinks judgment to himself, not discerning 
the Lord’s* body. 29For this reason many 
are weak and sick among you, and many 
sleep. 31For »if we would judge ourselves, 
we would not be judged. 32But when we are 
judged, zwe are chastened by the Lord, that 
we may not be condemned with the world. 


* 11:15 M-Text omits to her. * 11:24 NU-Text 
omits Take, eat. e NU-Text omits broken. 

* 11:27 NU-Text and M-Text read the blood. 

* 11:29 NU-Text omits in an unworthy man- 
ner. © NU-Text omits Lord’s. 


a woman’s role is to be in the Christian assembly, but 
it appears that women did minister to other believ- 
ers through prayer and prophecy (see also 1 Tim. 
2:11-14). shaved. For a woman to have her head 
shaved was a sign of public disgrace. 

11:9 woman for the man. This does not mean that 
women are inferior to men; it refers only to the pur- 
poses of God for men and women in the creative 
order, and the woman's God-given role of helper 
(Gen. 2:20). 

11:10 authority. Some think that this might be a 
symbol of the woman's authority to prophesy in the 
new church age; others believe that it might refer to 
a symbol of the man’s authority over the woman and 
her willingness to submit to God’s order. because of 
the angels. Evidently God's angels are present at the 
meetings of the church and actually learn of God’s 
work of grace through the lives and worship of God’s 
people (Eph. 3:10). 

11:11 neither . . . independent. Men and women 
need each other, and as creatures of God, both 
depend on Him. Neither man nor woman can have 
any claim to special status other than what God has 
purposed for them as their Creator. 

11:19 those who are approved. Paul is here being 
sarcastic, suggesting that some individuals within 


the church felt that they alone were truly approved of 
by the Lord, and trying to separate themselves from 
other believers whom they felt to be unapproved or 
less approved by God than themselves. He condemns 
this attitude in these verses. 

11:20 the Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper was 
the centerpiece of early Christian worship. Gathered 
around one table, fellow believers met with the Lord 
and with each other in unity. Christ had expressed 
this type of humility and unity when He instituted 
the Supper (Matt. 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 
22:14-23). 

11:26 you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 
The Lord’s Supper looks back to Christ’s death and 
forward to His second coming (Matt. 26:29; Mark 
14:25; Luke 22:18). 

11:30 sleep. The death of Christians is often referred 
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1270 ® 1 Corinthians 11:33 
33Therefore, my brethren, when you 
4come together to eat, wait for one anoth- 
er. 34But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at 
home, lest you come together for judgment. 
And the rest I will set in order when I come. 


Spiritual Gifts: Unity in Diversity 
12 Now <¢concerning spiritual gifts, 
brethren, I do not want you to be ig- 

norant: 2You know ?that* you were Gen- 
tiles, carried away to these «dumb idols, 
however you were led. ?Therefore I make 
known to you that no one speaking by the 
Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and ¢no 
one can say that Jesus is Lord except by 
the Holy Spirit. 

4eThere are diversities of gifts, but fthe 
same Spirit. 5*There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there 
are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God 'who works all in all. 7But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to each 
one for the profit of all: 8for to one is given 
ithe word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another ‘the word of knowledge through 
the same Spirit, 9*to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another 'gifts of healings by 
the same* Spirit, !°~to another the work- 
ing of miracles, to another "prophecy, to 
another discerning of spirits, to another 
>different kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. 'But one and 
the same Spirit works all these things, 
adistributing to each one individually "as 
He wills. 


Unity and Diversity in One Body 
12For sas the body is one and has many 
members, but all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body, ‘so also 
is Christ. For “by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—’whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free—and “have 


all been made to drink into* one Spirit. 
M4For in fact the body is not one member 
but many. 

15]f the foot should say, “Because I am 
not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it 
therefore not of the body? !6And if the ear 
should say, “Because I am not an eye, Iam 
not of the body,” is it therefore not of the 
body? !If the whole body were an eye, 
where would be the hearing? If the whole 
were hearing, where would be the smell- 
ing? 18But now xGod has set the members, 
each one of them, in the body Yjust as He 
pleased. 19And if they were all one member, 
where would the body be? 

20But now indeed there are many mem- 
bers, yet one body. 2!And the eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need 
of you.” 22No, much rather, those members 
of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary. 23And those members of the 
body which we think to be less honorable, 
on these we bestow greater honor; and our 
unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 
24but our presentable parts have no need. 
But God composed the body, having giv- 
en greater honor to that part which lacks 
it, 25that there should be no schism in the 
body, but that the members should have 
the same care for one another. 26And if 
one member suffers, all the members suf- 
fer with it; or if one member is honored, all 
the members rejoice with it. 

27Now Zyou are the body of Christ, and 
amembers individually. 28And >God has ap- 
pointed these in the church: first ‘apostles, 
second ¢prophets, third teachers, after that 
emiracles, then ‘gifts of healings, helps, 
hadministrations, varieties of tongues. 
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are 


* 12:2 NU-Text and M-Text add when. * 12:9 NU- 
Text reads one. *12:13 NU-Text omits into. 


to as “sleep” (15:18; 1 Thess. 4:15-16). In this passage, 
it refers to untimely death, a punishment suffered by 
some Christians who failed to examine themselves at 
the Lord’s Supper (v. 28). 

12:1-10 Using Spiritual Gifts—Spiritual gifts are 
discussed in detail in four passages of the New Tes- 
tament: Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-10; Ephe- 
sians 4:11-12; and 1 Peter 4:10-11. These lists are not 
exhaustive but are to be regarded as representative 
of spiritual gifts. They are given by the Spirit of God 
to accomplish God’s purpose in the world and for the 
edification of the church, the body of Christ. Every 
believer has been given spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:5-6; 
1 Cor. 12:7; 1 Pet. 4:10). The gifts belong to God and 
are given for the believer to use for the glory of God 
(1 Pet. 4:11). 

12:3 accursed... Lord. A person speaking by the 
Holy Spirit will never curse Jesus; by the same token, 
no one can genuinely proclaim the lordship of Jesus 
without the enabling of the Spirit. 

12:4 gifts. These gifts are spiritual capacities that 
God gives to individual Christians, through which He 
may strengthen His people. 


12:13 by one Spirit. “By” here may also be translated 
‘in,” speaking of location. Christ places each new 
member of the body in the Holy Spirit for His care and 
safekeeping (2 Cor. 1:22). 

12:18 God has set the members. We should neither 
boast in what we do nor think too little of ourselves. 
Each one of us is important to God and has a mission 
to accomplish here on earth. 

12:28 apostles. The term “apostle” or “sent one” 
refers generally to missionaries (15:7; Rom. 16:7; 
2 Cor. 11:5; 12:11; Gal. 1:17-19). Other times the term 
is limited to the small group who witnessed the 
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all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 
30Do all have gifts of healings? Do all 
speak with tongues? Do allinterpret? 31But 
iearnestly desire the best* gifts. And yet I 
show you a more excellent way. 


The Greatest Gift 
1 Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, but have not love, 
I have become sounding brass or a clang- 
ing cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of 
4prophecy, and understand all mysteries 
and all knowledge, and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. And cthough 
I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned,* but 
have not love, it profits me nothing. 

4d]_ove suffers long and is ¢kind; love 
fdoes not envy; love does not parade itself, 
is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, 
edoes not seek its own, is not provoked, 
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniq- 
uity, but ‘rejoices in the truth; 7/bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 

8Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there 
are tongues, they will cease; whether 
there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
9kFor we know in part and we prophesy 
in part. !©But when that which is perfect 
has come, then that which is in part will 
be done away. 

When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I 
understood as a child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I put away child- 
ish things. 12For ‘now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then “face to face. Now I know 
in part, but then I shall know just as I also 
am known. 

13And now abide faith, hope, love, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love. 


1 Corinthians 14:12) @ 1271 
Prophecy and Tongues 
1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual 
gifts, >but especially that you may 
prophesy. 2For he who ¢speaks in a tongue 
does not speak to men but to God, for no 
one understands him; however, in the spirit 
he speaks mysteries. 3But he who proph- 
esies speaks 4edification and ¢exhortation 
and comfort to men. 4He who speaks ina 
tongue edifies himself, but he who proph- 
esies edifies the church. 5I wish you all 
spoke with tongues, but even more that 
you prophesied; for* he who prophesies is 
greater than he who speaks with tongues, 
unless indeed he interprets, that the church 
may receive edification. 


Tongues Must Be Interpreted 

6But now, brethren, if I come to you 
speaking with tongues, what shall I profit 
you unless I speak to you either by ‘reve- 
lation, by knowledge, by prophesying, or 
by teaching? 7Even things without life, 
whether flute or harp, when they make a 
sound, unless they make a distinction in 
the sounds, how will it be known what is 
piped or played? 8For if the trumpet makes 
an uncertain sound, who will prepare for 
battle? 9So likewise you, unless you utter 
by the tongue words easy to understand, 
how will it be known what is spoken? For 
you will be speaking into the air. !9There 
are, it may be, so many kinds of languages 
in the world, and none of them is without 
significance. 1! Therefore, if I do not know 
the meaning of the language, I shall be a 
foreigner to him who speaks, and he who 
speaks will be a foreigner to me. !2Even 
so you, since you are zealous for spiritu- 
al gifts, let it be for the edification of the 
church that you seek to excel. 


* 12:31 NU-Text reads greater. * 13:3 NU-Text 
reads soI may boast. *14:5 NU-Text reads and. 


resurrected Christ and were given a special mission 
by Him as His representatives (9:1; 15:5,8). 

12:31 earnestly desire the best gifts. This phrase 
has generally been interpreted as Paul’s exhortation 
to the Corinthians to seek after the more spiritually 
profitable gifts, yet it is possible that Paul is stating 
that the Corinthians were improperly desiring the 
gifts that would bring attention to themselves. In 
other words, he would be telling them that, although 
they desire this sort of gift, he wants to show them a 
more excellent way. 

13:1-13 Love—The more one reads 1 Corinthians 
13, the more one has to face the fact that we don’t 
naturally have that kind of love in us. The only way 
to get it is to get it from God. Love comes from God 
(1 John 4:7). We're not very good at this kind of loving, 
and the only way we can be is through the empow- 
ering work of the Holy Spirit. It is tough because it 
means dependency on God for that which we can- 
not do by ourselves. It is tough because the objects 
of our love often act in unlovable ways or they reject 
our love when we give it. It is tough because we have 
to keep coming back with more love, even when it is 
rejected. 


13:8 Love never fails. This uncompromising and 
bold affirmation introduces the contrast with the 
spiritual gifts which will not last. Paul wants the Co- 
rinthians to know that all the gifts would one day no 
longer be needed, but love. 

13:10 when that which is perfect has come. The 
Greek word for “perfect” means “end” or “comple- 
tion.” Most likely, this is a reference to the second 
coming of Christ and the completion of all things, but 
some have interpreted this as referring to the com- 
pletion of the New Testament canon. 

14:3 prophesies. In this sense, prophecy incorpo- 
rates all speaking gifts that edify the church (Rom. 
12:6; 1 Pet. 4:11). 

14:11 | do not know the meaning. Paul underlines 
the original purpose of all spiritual gifts: they must 
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1272 @& 1 Corinthians 14:13 

13Therefore let him who speaks in a 
tongue pray that he may “interpret. 14For 
if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but 
my understanding is unfruitful. / What is 
the conclusion then? I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will also pray with the under- 
standing. "I will sing with the spirit, and 
I will also sing ‘with the understanding. 
16Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, 
how will he who occupies the place of the 
uninformed say “Amen” jat your giving of 
thanks, since he does not understand what 
you say? !7For you indeed give thanks well, 
but the other is not edified. 

18] thank my God I speak with tongues 
more than you all; !%yet in the church I 
would rather speak five words with my un- 
derstanding, that I may teach others also, 
than ten thousand words in a tongue. 


Tongues a Sign to Unbelievers 
20Brethren, ?do not be children in under- 
standing; however, in malice ‘be babes, but 
in understanding be mature. 
21m]n the law it is written: 


n“With men of other tongues and other 
lips 
I will speak to this people; 
And yet, for all that, they will not hear 
Me,”* 


says the Lord. 

22Therefore tongues are for a °sign, not 
to those who believe but to unbelievers; but 
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for 
those who believe. 23 Therefore if the whole 
church comes together in one place, and 
all speak with tongues, and there come in 
those who are uninformed or unbelievers, 
pwill they not say that you are out of your 
mind? 24But if all prophesy, and an unbe- 
liever or an uninformed person comes in, 
he is convinced by all, he is convicted by 
all. 25And thus* the secrets of his heart are 
revealed; and so, falling down on his face, 


he will worship God and report ¢that God 
is truly among you. 


Order in Church Meetings 

26How is it then, brethren? Whenev- 
er you come together, each of you has a 
psalm, "has a teaching, has a tongue, has 
a revelation, has an interpretation. sLet all 
things be done for edification. 27If anyone 
speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at 
the most three, each in turn, and let one 
interpret. 28But if there is no interpreter, 
let him keep silent in church, and let him 
speak to himself and to God. 25Let two or 
three prophets speak, and ‘let the others 
judge. 30But if anything is revealed to an- 
other who sits by, “let the first keep silent. 
31For you can all prophesy one by one, that 
all may learn and all may be encouraged. 
32And vthe spirits of the prophets are sub- 
ject to the prophets. 33For God is not the 
author of confusion but of peace, as in all 
the churches of the saints. 

34xLet your* women keep silent in the 
churches, for they are not permitted to 
speak; but they are to be submissive, as 
the Ylaw also says. 35And if they want to 
learn something, let them ask their own 
husbands at home; for it is shameful for 
women to speak in church. 

36Or did the word of God come origi- 
nally from you? Or was it you only that it 
reached? 372]f anyone thinks himself to be 
a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge 
that the things which I write to you are the 
commandments of the Lord. 38But if any- 
one is ignorant, let him be ignorant.* 

39Therefore, brethren, “desire earnest- 
ly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak 
with tongues. 49>Let all things be done de- 
cently and in order. 


* 14:21 Isaiah 28:11,12 * 14:25 NU-Text 

omits And thus. * 14:34 NU-Text omits your. 
* 14:38 NU-Text reads if anyone does not recog- 
nize this, he is not recognized. 


serve the church (vv. 13-14; 12:7). Tongues must con- 
vey meaning or else they fail to help those who listen. 
14:16 Amen. The word “amen” means “truly” or “so 
be it” John 3:5). Saying “amen” indicated agreement 
with what was being said (Deut. 27:14—26; Rev. 5:14). 
14:29 two or three. The meetings of the church 
should be characterized by orderliness and moder- 
ation. judge. No one, not even a person exercising 
a spiritual gift, is exempt from accountability to the 
church (6:5; 11:29-31). 

14:32 subject to the prophets. Paul anticipated 
that some might excuse disorder by claiming that 
they could not prevent themselves from prophe- 
sying when God brought a revelation to them. He 
explained that the Holy Spirit does not overpower 
the person through whom He speaks. 

14:34 women keep silent. This command is the 
subject of much debate, for it seems to contradict 
the fact that Paul spoke of women prophesying in 
1 Corinthians 11:5. It has been suggested that Paul 
was addressing a particular problem in the Corin- 
thian church, a group of women who were disruptive, 


but the prohibition is repeated at a different time 
to a different group of people (1 Tim. 2:11-12). This 
verse has also been interpreted as a prohibition on 
women interpreting prophecy, judging the prophets, 
or speaking in tongues. Others believe that women 
do prophesy and minister, but only to other women, 
or in a setting other than public church meetings, 
such as Priscilla and Aquila instructing Apollos (Acts 
18:24-28). 

14:40 decently and in order. This verse is the key to 
all church practice. In worship and teaching, as in all 
of life, believers should demonstrate self-control and 
consideration. 
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The Risen Christ, Faith's Reality 
1 5 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you 
the gospel «which I preached to you, 
which also you received and “in which you 
stand, 2¢by which also you are saved, if 
you hold fast that word which I preached 
to you—unless ¢you believed in vain. 
3For eI delivered to you first of all that 
fwhich I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again 
the third day "according to the Scriptures, 
5iand that He was seen by Cephas, then ‘by 
the twelve. 6After that He was seen by over 
five hundred brethren at once, of whom 
the greater part remain to the present, but 
some have fallen asleep. 7After that He was 
seen by James, then by all the apostles. 
8iThen last of all He was seen by me also, 
as by one born out of due time. 
9For Iam “the least of the apostles, who 
am not worthy to be called an apostle, 
because "I persecuted the church of God. 
10But °by the grace of God Iam what I am, 
and His grace toward me was not in vain; 
but I labored more abundantly than they 
all, pyet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me. !' Therefore, whether it was I 
or they, so we preach and so you believed. 


1 Corinthians 15:23 _@ 


The Risen Christ, Our Hope 

122Now if Christ is preached that He has 
been raised from the dead, how do some 
among you say that there is no resurrec- 
tion of the dead? 13But if there is no res- 
urrection of the dead, “then Christ is not 
risen. 4And if Christ is not risen, then our 
preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty. Yes, and we are found false wit- 
nesses of God, because 'we have testified of 
God that He raised up Christ, whom He did 
not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 
16For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is 
not risen. !7And if Christ is not risen, your 
faith is futile; syou are still in your sins! 
18Then also those who have fallen tasleep 
in Christ have perished. !%If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men the most pitiable. 
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The Last Enemy Destroyed 

20But now vChrist is risen from the dead, 
and has become “the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 2!For xsince by 
man came death, yby Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. 2?For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ all shall 2be made 
alive. 23But “each one in his own order: 


15:3-4 Gospel Message—Paul makes it clear here 
that evangelism should be centered on the gospel of 
Christ. The central point of the good news is Christ's 
death and resurrection. The four key points about 
that gospel are: 
1. God's Word says all are sinners, condemned to 
hell (Is. 53:6; Rom. 3:10-11,23; 5:8,12; Rev. 20:15). 
2. There is nothing a sinner can do on his own to 
save himself (Is. 64:6; Eph. 2:9). 
3. Christ was born, crucified, and resurrected to save 
lost people from their sin John 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:15). 
4. To be saved, a sinner must believe God’s Word 
and invite Christ into his or her heart by faith 
(John 5:24; Acts 16:31). 
15:3 according to the Scriptures. Christ lived and 
died in accordance with the prophecies about Him in 
the Old Testament (Ps. 16:10; Is. 53:8-10). 
15:8 born out of due time. This is probably Paul's 
comment on the unique way that he became an 
apostle. Unlike the other apostles, who had the 
benefit of an initial training period with Christ, Paul 
became an apostle abruptly, with no opportunity for 
earthly contact with Christ or His teaching. 
15:9 persecuted the church. The story of Paul's per- 
secuting and conversion is told in Acts 9; 22; Ephe- 
sians 3:8; 1 Timothy 1:15-16. 
15:12 no resurrection. These opponents of Paul may 
have been denying the reality of Christ’s resurrection. 
They may also have been teaching that resurrection is 
only spiritual and not physical; or they may have been 
teaching that the resurrection had already happened 
(2 Tim. 2:18). Whatever the case, they contradicted 
the essential teaching that Christ had been physically 
raised from the dead and that all believers in Him will 
someday also be resurrected. 
15:15 false witnesses. In verses 5—8 Paul listed sev- 
eral people, including himself, who had witnessed 
the resurrected Christ. To deny the resurrection was 
to call these people liars. 


15:17 Resurrection—There are many biblical schol- 
ars these days who say that the resurrection was an 
invented story out of some kind of “faith” process. 
They relegate the critical event that defines Chris- 
tianity to the imaginations of some well-meaning 
but deluded Palestinian peasants. Paul goes to great 
pains to put the resurrection in the realm of fact, not 
opinion or imagination. He talks about the eyewitness 
testimony of hundreds (v. 6). He references his own 
story of personal confrontation with Christ (v. 8). In the 
end he says that if the resurrection isn’t a fact, then he 
is absolutely lost (v. 19). This sounds like a man who 
staked his entire life on an indisputable fact. 

15:19 pitiable. If Christ did not rise, then He is just 
another dead prophet with no power over sin or 
death, and the Christian's hope of eternal life is a lie. 
15:20 firstfruits. The “firstfruits” is the first install- 
ment of a crop, which anticipates and guarantees the 
ultimate offering of the whole crop (16:15; Rom. 8:23). 
Because Christ rose from the dead, those who are 
asleep in Christ (1 Thess. 4:15-16) have a guarantee of 
their own resurrection. 

15:21 by man came death. The first man, Adam, 
transgressed God's law and brought sin and death 
into the world (Gen. 2:17; 3:19; Rom. 5:12-21); the 
second man, Jesus Christ, was the perfect sacrifice 
to take away sin and to bring life and resurrection to 
those who believe in Him (Rom. 5:15—21). 

15:23 each one in his own order. The believers who 
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Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His coming. 24Then comes 
the end, when He delivers >the kingdom 
to God the Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and power. 25For 
He must reign ctill He has put all enemies 
under His feet. 26¢The last enemy that will 
be destroyed is death. 27For e“He has put 
all things under His feet.”* But when He 
says “all things are put under Him,” it is 
evident that He who put all things under 
Him is excepted. 28fNow when all things 
are made subject to Him, then “the Son 
Himself will also be subject to Him who 
put all things under Him, that God may 
be all in all. 


Effects of Denying the Resurrection 

29Otherwise, what will they do who are 
baptized for the dead, if the dead do not 
rise at all? Why then are they baptized for 
the dead? 3°And "why do we stand in jeop- 
ardy every hour? 3! affirm, by ‘the boast- 
ing in you which IJ have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, ‘I die daily. 32If, in the manner of men, 
kT have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what 
advantage is it to me? If the dead do not 
rise, !“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow 
we die!”* 

33Do not be deceived: ™“Evil company 
corrupts good habits.” 34nAwake to righ- 
teousness, and do not sin; °for some do not 
have the knowledge of God. ?I speak this 
to your shame. 


A Glorious Body 

35But someone will say, 7“How are the 
dead raised up? And with what body do 
they come?” 36Foolish one, what you sow 
is not made alive unless it dies. 37And what 
you sow, you do not sow that body that 
shall be, but mere grain—perhaps wheat 
or some other grain. 38But God gives it a 
body as He pleases, and to each seed its 
own body. 

39All flesh is not the same flesh, but 
there is one kind of flesh* of men, another 


flesh of animals, another of fish, and an- 
other of birds. 

40 There are also celestial bodies and ter- 
restrial bodies; but the glory of the celes- 
tial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial 
is another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, 
another glory of the moon, and another 
glory of the stars; for one star differs from 
another star in glory. 

42sSo also is the resurrection of the dead. 
The body is sown in corruption, it is raised 
in incorruption. 43¢It is sown in dishonor, it 
is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, 
it is raised in power. 44It is sown a natural 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body. And so it is written, ““The first man 
Adam became a living being.”* vThe last 
Adam became “a life-giving spirit. 

46However, the spiritual is not first, but 
the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 
47xThe first man was of the earth, Yymade 
of dust; the second Man is the Lord* from 
heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so also 
are those who are made of dust; and as is 
the heavenly Man, so also are those who 
are heavenly. 49And as we have borne the 
image of the man of dust, ‘we shall also 
bear* the image of the heavenly Man. 


Our Final Victory 

50Now this I say, brethren, that ¢flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51Behold, I tell you a mystery: ¢We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 
52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. ¢For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we shall be changed. 53For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and (this mortal must put on immortality. 


*15:27 Psalm 8:6 * 15:32 Isaiah 22:13 

* 15:39 NU-Text and M-Text omit of flesh. 

* 15:45 Genesis 2:7. * 15:47 NU-Text omits the 
Lord. *15:49 M-Text reads let us also bear. 


have died will be the first to rise at Christ's coming 
and be reunited with their physical bodies. Following 
this is the removal of all living Christians from the 
earth (1 Thess. 4:13—18). 

15:29 baptized for the dead. \t may be that some of 
the Corinthians had for some reason been baptized 
on behalf of others who had died without baptism. 
Paul does not address whether this practice was right 
or wrong (although his use of “they” rather than “we 
indicates that he did not participate), but makes the 
point that their own actions are inconsistent with 
their beliefs. There would be no point in doing any- 
thing for the dead if there is no resurrection. 

15:30 in jeopardy. If this life is all there is, it would 
make more sense to take the position of the Epicure- 
ans, seeking pleasure and avoiding pain. 

15:32 beasts at Ephesus. This may be a figurative 
reference to Paul’s enemies at Ephesus (Acts 19). 
15:36 unless it dies. Difficulty understanding the 
nature of the resurrection should not cause a person 


to doubt its reality any more than not understanding 
how a seed becomes a plant should cause disbelief in 
the coming harvest. 

15:44 natural body ... spiritual body. The contrast 
is not between a material body and an immaterial 
body, but between a body subject to death and a 
body that is immortal. 
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54So when this corruptible has put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal has put on im- 
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written: '“Death is swallowed 
up in victory.”* 


55 “Oj Death, where is your sting?* 
O Hades, where is your victory?”* 


56The sting of death is sin, and the 
strength of sin is the law. 57But thanks be 
to God, who gives us “the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58nTherefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing °that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord. 


Collection for the Saints 
16 Now concerning ¢the collection for 
the saints, as I have given orders to 
the churches of Galatia, so you must do 
also: 2On the first day of the week let each 
one of you lay something aside, storing up 
as he may prosper, that there be no col- 
lections when I come. And when I come, 
cwhomever you approve by your letters I 
will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. 
4dBut if it is fitting that I go also, they will 
go with me. 


Personal Plans 

5Now I will come to you ewhen I pass 
through Macedonia (for I am passing 
through Macedonia). And it may be that I 
will remain, or even spend the winter with 
you, that you may ‘send me on my journey, 
wherever I go. 7For I do not wish to see you 
now on the way; but I hope to stay a while 
with you, if the Lord permits. 

8But I will tarry in Ephesus until "Pen- 
tecost. 9For ‘a great and effective door has 
opened to me, and ithere are many adver- 
saries. 


1 Corinthians 16:21 @ 1275 

10And kif Timothy comes, see that he 
may be with you without fear; for ‘he does 
the work of the Lord, as I also do. ""There- 
fore let no one despise him. But send him 
on his journey "in peace, that he may come 
to me; for I am waiting for him with the 
brethren. 

12Now concerning our brother °Apollos, 
I strongly urged him to come to you with 
the brethren, but he was quite unwilling to 
come at this time; however, he will come 
when he has a convenient time. 


Final Exhortations 

13pWatch, 4stand fast in the faith, be 
brave, "be strong. 4sLet all that you do be 
done with love. 

15] urge you, brethren—you know ‘the 
household of Stephanas, that it is uthe 
firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have 
devoted themselves to vthe ministry of the 
saints— !6“that you also submit to such, 
and to everyone who works and *labors 
with us. 

17] am glad about the coming of 
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, 
yfor what was lacking on your part they 
supplied. 18zFor they refreshed my spirit 
and yours. Therefore “acknowledge such 
men. 


Greetings and a Solemn Farewell 
19The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila 
and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, 
bwith the church that is in their house. 2°All 
the brethren greet you. 
cGreet one another with a holy kiss. 
21dThe salutation with my own hand— 
Paul’s. 


* 15:54 Isaiah 25:8 * 15:55 Hosea 13:14 «© NU- 
Text reads O Death, where is your victory? 
O Death, where is your sting? 


15:54 Death is swallowed up in victory. Satan's 
apparent victories in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:13) 
and at the cross (Mark 15:22-24) were reversed by 
Jesus’ death and resurrection (Col. 2:13-15). 

15:58 your labor is not in vain. We are looking for- 
ward to eternal life because of the hope of the res- 
urrection; everything we do on this earth matters for 
eternity. 

16:2 the first day of the week. It appears that the 
custom of believers meeting on the first day of the 
week began early in Christian history. lay something 
aside. The Old Testament tithe was not adopted by 
the New Testament church, though certainly Christ 
practiced it. New Testament believers were encour- 
aged to give liberally, but never a specified amount 
or percentage (Rom. 12:8). Considering the New Tes- 
tament teachings on generosity and self-sacrifice, 
believers should probably expect to give much more 
than ten percent. 

16:13 be brave. This emphasizes courage as well 
as maturity. Paul’s command to do everything 
with love serves as a balance to these strong exhor- 
tations. 

16:17 Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus. These 


were probably the ones who confirmed the bad 
report brought by Chloe’s household in 1 Corinthians 
1:11. 

16:19 Aquila and Priscilla. Aquila and Priscilla were 
tentmakers who had met Paul in Corinth. They fol- 
lowed him to Ephesus and made their house avail- 
able for the meetings of the church (Rom. 16:3-5). 
They would have been known to many in the Corin- 
thian church. 

16:20 holy kiss. In the ancient world (as in many 
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22Tf anyone does not lovethe Lord Jesus be with you. 24My love be with you all in 
Christ, ‘let him be accursed.* ¢O Lord, Christ Jesus. Amen. 
come!* I 
23nThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *16:22 Greek anathema * Aramaic Maranatha 


ate still today), a kiss was a common form of | 46.99 cEoh. 6:24 fal. 1:8,9 Jude 14,15 16:23Rom. 
riendly or affectionate greeting. 16:20 

16:22 accursed. Paul does not condemn unbeliev- 
ers, but rather unbelievers condemn themselves by 
ignoring the claims of the Creator on their lives. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


CORINTHIANS 


> AUTHOR: External and internal evidence amply support the Pauline authorship 
of this letter. There is an interval of about a year between these two letters to the 
Corinthians. Since Paul's first letter, the Corinthian church had been swayed by false 
teachers who stirred the people against Paul. They claimed he was fickle, arrogant, 
unimpressive in appearance and speech, and unqualified to be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ. During this time Paul has paid them what must have been an unpleasant 
visit and then wrote them another letter, which we do not have (2:1-4). Paul wrote 
2 Corinthians in A.D. 56 in Macedonia and sent the letter to the church with Titus and 
another brother (8:16). 
> TIME: c. A.D. 56 > KEY VERSES: 2 Cor. 4:5-6 

> THEME: As Paul writes this letter, he is looking forward to yet another visit, and 
it appears that the Corinthians have listened to him and things are getting on the 
right track. But there are still some problems. The key issue seems to be Paul’s lead- 
ership. He spends a good deal of the letter establishing his authority and the need 
to exercise it, which makes the letter intensely personal. In it we can see the depth of 
his relationship with the Corinthians, and we get an understanding of the hardships 
Paul went through for these people on his missionary journeys. Most important- 
ly we see a faith that is so focused that Paul is ready to endure anything to see it 


spread. 


Greeting 
Paul, ¢an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, and Timothy our brother, 


To the church of God which is at Corinth, 
cwith all the saints who are in all Achaia: 


2dGrace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Comfort in Suffering 

3eBlessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, 4who fcomforts us 
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort those who are in any trouble, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 5For as “the sufferings 
of Christ abound in us, so our consolation 
also abounds through Christ. 6Now if we 
are afflicted, "it is for your consolation and 
salvation, which is effective for enduring 
the same sufferings which we also suffer. 


Or if we are comforted, it is for your conso- 
lation and salvation. 7And our hope for you 
is steadfast, because we know that ‘as you 
are partakers of the sufferings, so also you 
will partake of the consolation. 


Delivered from Suffering 

8For we do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, of/our trouble which came to us in 
Asia: that we were burdened beyond mea- 
sure, above strength, so that we despaired 
even of life. 9Yes, we had the sentence of 
death in ourselves, that we should ?not trust 
in ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 
10lwho delivered us from so great a death, 
and does* deliver us; in whom we trust that 
He will still deliver us, "you also “helping 
together in prayer for us, that thanks may 
be given by many persons on our* behalf 
nfor the gift granted to us through many. 


*1:10 NU-Text reads shall. *1:11 M-Text reads 


your behalf. 


1:4 comforts us in all our tribulation. God comforts 
us for our own encouragement and also to make us 
comforters of others. The comfort that God gives to 
us becomes a gift that we can give to others (7:6; Acts 
9:10-19). 

1:5 the sufferings of Christ. Jesus warned His dis- 
ciples that they would experience the same kind of 
suffering that He did for the sake of the gospel (John 
15:20). 


1:8 Asia. This is the Roman province in western Asia 
Minor, present day Turkey. The trouble that Paul 
speaks of is likely the riots in Ephesus (Acts 19:23-41). 
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1:3¢1 Pet.1:3 1:4fIs.51:12;66:13  1:592 Cor. 4:10 
1:62 Cor. 4:15; 12:15 1:7/[Rom. 8:17] 1:8/ Acts 
19:23. 1:9*Jer.17:5,7  1:10/[2 Pet.2:9] 1:11™Rom. 
15:30 "2 Cor. 4:15; 9:11 
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Paul's Sincerity 

12For our boasting is this: the testimony 
of our conscience that we conducted our- 
selves in the world in simplicity and °god- 
ly sincerity, pPnot with fleshly wisdom but 
by the grace of God, and more abundantly 
toward you. !8For we are not writing any 
other things to you than what you read or 
understand. Now I trust you will under- 
stand, even to the end '4(as also you have 
understood us in part), ¢that we are your 
boast as "you also are ours, in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 


Sparing the Church 

15And in this confidence sI intended to 
come to you before, that you might have ta 
second benefit— !6to pass by way of you to 
Macedonia, “to come again from Macedo- 
nia to you, and be helped by you on my way 
to Judea. !7Therefore, when I was planning 
this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I plan, 
do I plan vaccording to the flesh, that with 
me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No? 
18But as God is faithful, our word to you 
was not Yes and No. !8For xthe Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, who was preached among you 
by us—by me, »Silvanus, and 7Timothy— 
was not Yes and No, “but in Him was Yes. 
20bFor all the promises of God in Him are 
Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God 
through us. 24Now He who establishes us 
with you in Christ and chas anointed us is 
God, 22who 2also has sealed us and ¢given 
us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 

23Moreover ‘I call God as witness against 
my soul, that to spare you I came no more 
to Corinth. 24Not "that we have dominion 
over your faith, but are fellow workers for 
your joy; for ‘by faith you stand. 

But I determined this within myself, 

athat I would not come again to you in 
sorrow. 2For if I make you »sorrowful, then 
who is he who makes me glad but the one 
who is made sorrowful by me? 


Forgive the Offender 

3And I wrote this very thing to you, 
lest, when I came, ‘I should have sorrow 
over those from whom I ought to have joy, 
dhaving confidence in you all that my joy 
is the joy of you all. 4For out of much afflic- 
tion and anguish of heart I wrote to you, 
with many tears, enot that you should be 
grieved, but that you might know the love 
which I have so abundantly for you. 

5But fif anyone has caused grief, he has 
not ¢grieved me, but all of you to some 
extent—not to be too severe. ®This punish- 
ment which was inflicted "by the majority 
is sufficient for such a man, 7iso that, on 
the contrary, you ought rather to forgive 
and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one 
be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 
8Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love 
to him. 9For to this end I also wrote, that 
I might put you to the test, whether you 
are jobedient in all things. !"Now whom 
you forgive anything, I also forgive. For 
if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have 
forgiven that one* for your sakes in the 
presence of Christ, lest Satan should take 
advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of 
his devices. 


Triumph in Christ 

12Furthermore, when I came to Troas 
to preach Christ’s gospel, and '!a door was 
opened to me by the Lord, !3™] had no rest 
in my spirit, because I did not find Titus 
my brother; but taking my leave of them, I 
departed for Macedonia. 

144Now thanks be to God who always 
leads us in triumph in Christ, and through 
us diffuses the fragrance of His knowl- 
edge in every place. 5For we are to God 
the fragrance of Christ "among those who 
are being saved and “among those who are 
perishing. 16To the one we are the aroma 


* 2:10 NU-Text reads For indeed, what I have for- 
given, if Ihave forgiven anything, I did it. 


1:12 godly sincerity. The Corinthians certainly were 
well acquainted with Paul’s character, since he had 
spent 18 months with them (Acts 18:11). 

1:19 not Yes and No. Paul's preaching was not 
inconsistent or contradictory. Instead, his preaching 
reflected the truthfulness and faithfulness of God, 
because his teaching was based on the Scriptures and 
the teachings of Christ. 

1:21 anointed us. God confirmed Paul and his fel- 
low workers by anointing them, the special mark of 
service to God which was given to kings and priests 
in the Old Testament. This anointing probably refers 
to special empowerment by the Holy Spirit, similar to 
the anointing that John described in 1 John 2:20, 27. 
1:22 sealed us. Sealing indicates ownership and 
security. The sealing and the giving of the Holy Spirit 
are also linked. The Holy Spirit is a guarantee, the 
down payment that there is more spiritual blessing 
to come and that the believer will receive eternal life. 
2:5 caused grief. This is probably a reference to the 
incestuous man of 1 Corinthians 5. 

2:7 forgive and comfort him. The purpose of church 


discipline is repentance and restoration. Forgiveness 
should always follow the correction, just as Christ 
instructed (Matt. 18:15-35). 

2:12 Troas. Troas was a city on the Aegean coast, 
where Paul had received his call to preach the gospel 
in Macedonia (Acts 16:8). 

2:16 death leading to death. The gospel message 
gives life to those who choose to accept it, but it rep- 
resents death and judgment to those who reject it. 
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of death leading to death, and to the other 
the aroma of life leading to life. And 7who 
is sufficient for these things? !7For we are 
not, as so many,* "peddling the word of 
God; but as sof sincerity, but as from God, 
we speak in the sight of God in Christ. 


Christ's Epistle 

Do «we begin again to commend our- 

selves? Or do we need, as some others, 
bepistles of commendation to you or letters 
of commendation from you? 2¢ You are our 
epistle written in our hearts, known and 
read by all men; 3clearly you are an epistle 
of Christ, ¢ministered by us, written not 
with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, 
not ¢on tablets of stone but fon tablets of 
flesh, that is, of the heart. 


The Spirit, Not the Letter 

4And we have such trust through Christ 
toward God. 5sNot that we are sufficient 
of ourselves to think of anything as be- 
ing from ourselves, but "our sufficiency is 
from God, who also made us sufficient as 
iministers of ‘the new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit;* for ‘the letter kills, 
mbut the Spirit gives life. 


Glory of the New Covenant 

7But if "the ministry of death, °written 
and engraved on stones, was glorious, ’so 
that the children of Israel could not look 
steadily at the face of Moses because of 
the glory of his countenance, which glory 
was passing away, 8how will ¢the ministry 
of the Spirit not be more glorious? 9For if 
the ministry of condemnation had glory, 
the ministry "of righteousness exceeds 
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much more in glory. !°For even what was 
made glorious had no glory in this respect, 
because of the glory that excels. For if 
what is passing away was glorious, what 
remains is much more glorious. 
12Therefore, since we have such hope, 
swe use great boldness of speech— !8unlike 
Moses, ‘who put a veil over his face so that 
the children of Israel could not look steadi- 
ly at uthe end of what was passing away. 
M4But vtheir minds were blinded. For until 
this day the same veil remains unlifted in 
the reading of the Old Testament, because 
the veil is taken away in Christ. But even 
to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies 
on their heart. !6Nevertheless when one 
turns to the Lord, *the veil is taken away. 
17Now Ythe Lord is the Spirit; and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is Zliberty. !8But 
we all, with unveiled face, beholding @as in 
a mirror "the glory of the Lord, care being 
transformed into the same image from glo- 
ry to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 


The Light of Christ’s Gospel 
Therefore, since we have this ministry, 
a4as we have received mercy, we ’do 

not lose heart. 2But we have renounced 

the hidden things of shame, not walking 
in craftiness nor handling the word of 

God deceitfully, but by manifestation of 

the truth ‘commending ourselves to every 

man’s conscience in the sight of God. 3But 
even if our gospel is veiled, 4it is veiled to 
those who are perishing, 4whose minds 
ethe god of this age ‘has blinded, who do 
not believe, lest ¢the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, "who is the image of 


*2:17 M-Text reads the rest. *3:6 Or spirit 


3:2 You are our epistle. Paul sometimes did use let- 
ters of recommendation (8:22; Rom. 16:1; 1 Cor. 16:10; 
Col. 4:10), but he did not need one for the Corinthians. 
They already knew him personally and had person- 
ally benefited from his ministry. Paul’s love for the Co- 
rinthians was known to all who were acquainted with 
him. One of the qualifications for ministry is love for 
people, both God's people and the lost. 

3:6 not of the letter. The “letter” is the old covenant 
of law. The “letter” kills because no one can be per- 
fect enough to keep the whole law all the time, and 
the penalty for breaking it is death. 

3:7 ministry of death. Though the law itself is holy 
(Rom. 7:12), the ministry of the law is the ministry of 
death because the law defines and convicts of sin but 
offers no salvation. 

3:9 ministry of righteousness. God declares righ- 
teous those who believe in His Son, and then the Holy 
Spirit empowers the believer to live righteously. This 
first work of God is called justification, and the second 
is called sanctification. 

3:11 what remains. The new covenant supersedes 
the old covenant established at Mount Sinai between 
God and the nation of Israel. 

3:18 from glory to glory. As believers behold the 
glory of God in the Word of God, the Spirit of God 
changes their hearts and actions to make them more 
and more like Jesus Christ. 


4:2 handling the word of God deceitfully. Appar- 
ently Paul had been accused of being crafty (12:16) 
and of being deceitful in the way that he preached. 
In fact, his ministry was based on the truthfulness of 
the word of God. 

4:4 the god of this age has blinded. Because of 
Satan's deception, sometimes what the world thinks 
is obviously true is painfully wrong (Prov. 14:12). 
image of God. Jesus Christ is God’s Son, and He per- 
fectly reveals God the Father to us. Human beings 
have been created in the image of God, but through 
sin they have fallen from a perfect relationship with 
God. Jesus Christ is restoring believers to what they 
were originally created to be (3:18; Gen. 1:26). 
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God, should shine on them. ‘For we do 
not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord, and /ourselves your bondservants for 
Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who com- 
manded light to shine out of darkness, who 
has 'shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 


Cast Down but Unconquered 

7But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, ™that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us. 8 We are "hard- 
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; 9perse- 
cuted, but not °forsaken; »struck down, but 
not destroyed— !9aalways carrying about 
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
rthat the life of Jesus also may be mani- 
fested in our body. 'For we who live sare 
always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, 
that the life of Jesus also may be manifest- 
ed in our mortal flesh. !2So then death is 
working in us, but life in you. 

13And since we have ‘the same spirit 
of faith, according to what is written, «“I 
believed and therefore I spoke,”* we also 
believe and therefore speak, “knowing 
that vHe who raised up the Lord Jesus 
will also raise us up with Jesus, and will 
present us with you. For wall things are 
for your sakes, that *grace, having spread 
through the many, may cause thanksgiv- 
ing to abound to the glory of God. 


Seeing the Invisible 

16Therefore we Ydo not lose heart. Even 
though our outward man is perishing, yet 
the inward man is 7being renewed day by 
day. 17For ¢our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 


18bwhile we do not look at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen. For the things which are seen are 
temporary, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal. 


Assurance of the Resurrection 

For we know that if ¢our earthly house, 

this tent, is destroyed, we have a build- 
ing from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this 
cwe groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
with our habitation which is from heaven, 
3if indeed, 4having been clothed, we shall 
not be found naked. 4For we who are in 
this tent groan, being burdened, not be- 
cause we want to be unclothed, “but further 
clothed, that mortality may be swallowed 
up by life. 5Now He who has prepared us 
for this very thing is God, who also fhas 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

6So we are always confident, knowing 
that while we are at home in the body we 
are absent from the Lord. 7For we walk by 
faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, yes, 
hwell pleased rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the Lord. 


The Judgment Seat of Christ 

§STherefore we make it our aim, wheth- 
er present or absent, to be well pleasing 
to Him. 1%For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, ithat each one 
may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad. 4Knowing, therefore, *the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but 
we are well known to God, and I also trust 
are well known in your consciences. 


*4:13 Psalm 116:10 


4:8 yet not crushed. As believers we will face trials, 
but we must remember that God controls trials and 
uses them to strengthen His people. God's glory is 
manifested through broken vessels, through people 
who endure troubles by relying on His power. 

4:9 struck down. This literally happened (Acts 14:19). 
In Lystra a crowd stoned Paul, leaving him for dead. 
But the Lord spared his life so that he could continue 
to preach the gospel and testify to God’s deliverance. 
4:12 life in you. Had Paul not been willing to risk 
death to bring the gospel to Corinth, the Corinthians 
would not have received eternal life. 

4:17 working for us. Afflictions produce glory, but 
the glory is far greater than the affliction (Mark 10:30). 
5:2 we groan. Along with the rest of creation, our 
spirits cry out for what we were meant to be (Rom. 
8:22-23). 

5:5 a guarantee. The Holy Spirit's work in believers’ 
lives can be compared to a down payment, or earnest 
money (1:22). The presence of the Holy Spirit assures 
believers that God has purchased them. They are no 
longer slaves to sin, but are now His children. 

5:8 be present with the Lord. This is one of the pas- 
sages indicating where believers will go after death; 
they will be with Jesus in heaven (Luke 23:43; Phil. 1:23). 


5:9 we make it our aim. Pleasing the Lord should 
always be our first concern in this life, since it is the 
only thing which will carry over into the next life. 
5:10 according to what he has done. The believer 
will either be approved or ashamed (5:3; Luke 
19:11-26; 1 Cor. 3:14-15; 9:27; 1 John 2:28; 2 John 
7-8). 

5:11 terror of the Lord. This is the fear of standing 
before the Lord and having one’s life exposed and 
evaluated. The reality of giving an account to the Lord 
motivated Paul to persuade people, in this context 
meaning to convince the Corinthians of his sincerity 
and integrity. 
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Be Reconciled to God 

12For 'we do not commend ourselves 
again to you, but give you opportunity "to 
boast on our behalf, that you may have an 
answer for those who boast in appearance 
and not in heart. For "if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of 
sound mind, it is for you. 14For the love 
of Christ compels us, because we judge 
thus: that cif One died for all, then all 
died; !5and He died for all, ?that those who 
live should live no longer for themselves, 
but for Him who died for them and rose 
again. 

16aTherefore, from now on, we re- 
gard no one according to the flesh. Even 
though we have known Christ according 
to the flesh, "yet now we know Him thus 
no longer. !7Therefore, if anyone Sis in 
Christ, he is ta new creation; “old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have 
become vnew. !8Now all things are of 
God, “who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation, !8that is, that 
xGod was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not imputing their trespasses 
to them, and has committed to us the word 
of reconciliation. 

20Now then, we are Yyambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ’s be- 
half, be reconciled to God. 21For 7He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become “the righteousness of 
God in Him. 
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Marks of the Ministry 
We then, as “workers together with Him 
also plead with you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain. 2For He says: 


c“In an acceptable time I have heard you, 
And in the day of salvation I have 
helped you.”* 


Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation. 

3dWe give no offense in anything, that 
our ministry may not be blamed. 4But in 
all things we commend ourselves ¢as min- 
isters of God: in much patience, in tribula- 
tions, in needs, in distresses, 5/in stripes, 
in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in 
sleeplessness, in fastings; Sby purity, by 
knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, 
by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 7%by the 
word of truth, by "the power of God, by ‘the 
armor of righteousness on the right hand 
and on the left, 8by honor and dishonor, by 
evil report and good report; as deceivers, 
and yet true; 9as unknown, and iyet well 
known; £as dying, and behold we live; ‘as 
chastened, and yet not killed; !9as sorrow- 
ful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet mak- 
ing many rich; as having nothing, and yet 
possessing all things. 


Be Holy 
110 Corinthians! We have spoken openly 
to you, "our heart is wide open. !2 You are 


*6:2 Isaiah 49:8 


5:14 love of Christ. This phrase can mean either 
Christ's love for us or our love for Christ. 

5:15 for Him. Believers are united with Jesus both in 
His death and in His resurrection, and therefore they 
participate in the new creation. That is, they receive 
the benefits of being restored by Christ to what God 
had originally created them to be (Gen. 1:26; 1 Cor. 
15:45-49). 

5:17 Our New Nature—The term “new nature” 
refers to the spiritual transformation that occurs 
within people when they believe in Christ as Savior. 
New does not mean renewed, renovated, reformed, 
or rehabilitated. It means completely and distinctly 
new, with a new family, a new set of values, new 
motivations, and a whole new life. The old man is still 
present in the new life and expresses himself in sinful 
deeds such as lying (Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9). The new man, 
to be visible, must be put on, as one would put on a 
new suit of clothes (Col. 3:10). In other words, the new 
nature must be cultivated or nurtured by spiritual 
decisiveness to grow in Christ. We must not revert to 
putting on the old suit of the former life; rather, we 
must continue to grow in this new life (Eph. 5:8). 

5:18 ministry of reconciliation. Reconciliation is the 
change of relation from enmity to peace. We who 
have been reconciled to God through Christ have the 
privilege of telling others that they can be reconciled 
to Him as well. 

5:19 reconciling the world to Himself. God could 
change His relationship toward us because our sins 
have been imputed (charged) to Christ instead of to 


us. If we believe in Jesus, God counts Jesus’ righteous- 
ness as our righteousness (v. 21). 

5:20 ambassadors. Ambassadors are representa- 
tives of the sovereign who sends them, the “stand 
in” for their own ruler in a foreign country. Christians 
have been called by their King to serve as ambassa- 
dors in a world that is in rebellion against Him, with 
the responsibility to bring a message of peace and of 
reconciliation. 

6:1 in vain. Believers who live for themselves may 
have received the grace of God, but they will miss out 
on a heavenly reward for their service to Him. Paul 
encourages those who have been saved to work out 
or develop their salvation (Phil. 2:12). The Corinthians 
were failing at this very point. They were saved and 
stuck, so to speak. 

6:4 in much patience. Believers must not expect 
that it will be easy or comfortable to be a disciple, 
but it will be more deeply fulfilling than anything else 
could be. 
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not restricted by us, but °you are restricted 
by your own affections. !83Now in return for 
the same °(I speak as to children), you also 
be open. 

MaDo not be unequally yoked togeth- 
er with unbelievers. For what fellowship 
has righteousness with lawlessness? And 
what communion has light with darkness? 
15And what accord has Christ with Belial? 
Or what part has a believer with an un- 
believer? 16And what agreement has the 
temple of God with idols? For syou* are the 
temple of the living God. As God has said: 


'“T will dwell in them 
And walk among them. 
I will be their God, 
And they shall be My people.”* 


17Therefore 


u“Come out from among them 

And be separate, says the Lord. 
Do not touch what is unclean, 
And I will receive you.”* 

18 “[vwill be a Father to you, 
And you shall be My “sons and 

daughters, 

Says the LORD Almighty.”* 


Therefore,“ having these promises, be- 

loved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. 


The Corinthians’ Repentance 

2Open your hearts to us. We have 
wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, 
bwe have cheated no one. 3] do not say this 
to condemn; for I have said before that you 
are in our hearts, to die together and to live 
together. 44Great is my boldness of speech 
toward you, ¢great is my boasting on your 
behalf. ‘I am filled with comfort. I am ex- 
ceedingly joyful in all our tribulation. 

5For indeed, when we came to Mace- 
donia, our bodies had no rest, but "we 
were troubled on every side. ‘Outside were 
conflicts, inside were fears. 6Neverthe- 
less iGod, who comforts the downcast, 


comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7and 
not only by his coming, but also by the con- 
solation with which he was comforted in 
you, when he told us of your earnest desire, 
your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I 
rejoiced even more. 

8For even if I made you !sorry with my 
letter, I do not regret it; "though I did regret 
it. For I perceive that the same epistle made 
you sorry, though only for a while. 9Now I 
rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but 
that your sorrow led to repentance. For you 
were made sorry in a godly manner, that 
you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 
10For "godly sorrow produces repentance 
leading to salvation, not to be regretted; 
obut the sorrow of the world produces 
death. !!For observe this very thing, that 
you sorrowed in a godly manner: What 
diligence it produced in you, what Pclear- 
ing of yourselves, what indignation, what 
fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, 
what vindication! In all things you proved 
yourselves to be ¢clear in this matter. 
12Therefore, although I wrote to you, I did 
not do it for the sake of him who had done 
the wrong, nor for the sake of him who suf- 
fered wrong, "but that our care for you in 
the sight of God might appear to you. 


The Joy of Titus 

13Therefore we have been comforted in 
your comfort. And we rejoiced exceedingly 
more for the joy of Titus, because his spir- 
it shas been refreshed by you all. For if 
in anything I have boasted to him about 
you, Iam not ashamed. But as we spoke all 
things to you in truth, even so our boasting 
to Titus was found true. And his affec- 
tions are greater for you as he remembers 
tthe obedience of you all, how with fear 
and trembling you received him. !6There- 
fore I rejoice that “I have confidence in you 
in everything. 


*6:16 NU-Text reads we. © Leviticus 26:12; Jere- 
miah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27 * 6:17 Isaiah 52:11; 
Ezekiel 20:34, 41 *6:18 2 Samuel 7:14 


6:14 unequally yoked together with unbelievers. 
This verse has most often been applied to the sub- 
ject of marriage, warning believers not to bind them- 
selves for life to one who does not love the Lord. 
6:15 Belial. This term for Satan occurs only here in 
the New Testament. It refers to one who is vile and 
wicked and who causes destruction. 

6:16 you are the temple. This reference to Leviticus 
26:11-12 and Ezekiel 37:27 reminds believers of their 
relationship with God. Since the Holy Spirit is living in 
them, they are God’s new dwelling place (1 Cor. 6:19). 
6:17 be separate. Paul was not encouraging isolation 
from unbelievers (1 Cor. 9:5-13) but discouraging 
compromise with their sinful values and practices. He 
was urging them (and us) to maintain integrity in the 
world just as Christ did John 15:14-16; Phil. 2:14-16). 
7:1 perfecting holiness. This means dedicating our- 
selves to Christ and living righteously (Heb. 6:1). 

7:3 you are in our hearts. Paul was not throwing his 


weight around or trying to be controlling. He loved 
the Corinthians and wanted the very best for them. 
7:10 produces repentance. A person can be sorry 
that he or she was caught in sin, or sorry to have to 
bear the consequences, without repenting of sin. 
True sorrow leads to a change of heart and a turning 
to God. Repentance means changing direction, and 
results in spiritual deliverance. 
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Excel in Giving 

Moreover, brethren, we make known to 

you the grace of God bestowed on the 
churches of Macedonia: 2that in a great tri- 
al of affliction the abundance of their joy 
and ¢their deep poverty abounded in the 
riches of their liberality. 3For I bear witness 
that according to their ability, yes, and be- 
yond their ability, they were freely willing, 
4imploring us with much urgency that we 
would receive* the gift and >the fellowship 
of the ministering to the saints. >And not 
only as we had hoped, but they first «gave 
themselves to the Lord, and then to us by 
the ¢will of God. 6So ewe urged Titus, that 
as he had begun, so he would also com- 
plete this grace in you as well. 7But as fyou 
abound in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your 
love for us—see sthat you abound in this 
grace also. 


Christ Our Pattern 

8h] speak not by commandment, but Iam 
testing the sincerity of your love by the dil- 
igence of others. 9For you know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, ‘that though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, that you through His poverty might 
become irich. 

10And in this ®I give advice: 'It is to your 
advantage not only to be doing what you 
began and were desiring to do a year ago; 
lbut now you also must complete the doing 
of it; that as there was a readiness to desire 
it, so there also may be a completion out 
of what you have. !2For "if there is first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according to 
what one has, and not according to what 
he does not have. 

13For I do not mean that others should 
be eased and you burdened; “but by an 
equality, that now at this time your abun- 
dance may supply their lack, that their 
abundance also may supply your lack— 
that there may be equality. 15As it is writ- 
ten, °“He who gathered much had nothing 
left over, and he who gathered little had no 
lack.”* 


Collection for the Judean Saints 
16But thanks be to God who puts* the 
same earnest care for you into the heart 


2 Corinthians 9:5 @ 1283 
of Titus. !17For he not only accepted the ex- 
hortation, but being more diligent, he went 
to you of his own accord. !8And we have 
sent with him »the brother whose praise 
is in the gospel throughout all the church- 
es, 19and not only that, but who was also 
achosen by the churches to travel with us 
with this gift, which is administered by us 
rto the glory of the Lord Himself and to 
show your ready mind, 2%avoiding this: that 
anyone should blame us in this lavish gift 
which is administered by us—2!sproviding 
honorable things, not only in the sight of 
the Lord, but also in the sight of men. 

22 And we have sent with them our broth- 
er whom we have often proved diligent in 
many things, but now much more diligent, 
because of the great confidence which we 
have in you. 23If anyone inquires about 
tTitus, he is my partner and fellow worker 
concerning you. Or if our brethren are in- 
quired about, they are “messengers of the 
churches, the glory of Christ. 24Therefore 
show to them, and* before the churches, 
the proof of your love and of our vboasting 
on your behalf. 


Administering the Gift 

Now concerning “the ministering to 

the saints, it is superfluous for me to 
write to you; 2for I know your willingness, 
about which I boast of you to the Macedo- 
nians, that Achaia was ready a “year ago; 
and your zeal has stirred up the majori- 
ty. 8 Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our 
boasting of you should be in vain in this 
respect, that, as I said, you may be ready; 
4Jest if some Macedonians come with 
me and find you unprepared, we (not to 
mention you!) should be ashamed of this 
confident boasting.* 5Therefore I thought 
it necessary to exhort the brethren to go 
to you ahead of time, and prepare your 
generous gift beforehand, which you had 
previously promised, that it may be ready 
as a matter of generosity and not as a 
grudging obligation. 


*8:4 NU-Text and M-Text omit that we would 
receive, thus changing text to urgency for the 
favor and fellowship .... *8:15 Exodus 16:18 
*8:16 NU-Text reads has put. *8:24 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit and. *9:4 NU-Text reads this 
confidence. 


8:1 Macedonia. Macedonia corresponds to the 
northern part of present day Greece. Paul had estab- 
lished churches in the Macedonian cities of Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea. 

8:8 testing the sincerity of your love. Generosity is 
the natural result of sincere love. 

8:9 you... might become rich. Jesus offers forgive- 
ness, justification, regeneration, eternal life, and glo- 
rification. He purchased us from slavery to sin, giving 
us the position of children of God with free access to 
His presence. 

8:10 advantage. Giving in this life is an investment 
for eternity (Matt. 6:19-21). 


9:4 Macedonians. Paul was in Macedonia when he 
wrote this letter (2:13; 7:5). When he made his visit to 
Corinth he would no doubt bring traveling compan- 
ions from Macedonia. 
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1284 @ 2Corinthians 9:6 


The Cheerful Giver 

6dBut this I say: He who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7So 
let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, ¢not grudgingly or of necessity; for 
fGod loves a cheerful giver. 88And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you, 
that you, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may have an abundance for ev- 
ery good work. 9As it is written: 


h“He has dispersed abroad, 
He has given to the poor; 
His righteousness endures forever.”* 


10Now may* He who ‘supplies seed to the 
sower, and bread for food, supply and mul- 
tiply the seed you have sown and increase 
the fruits of your jrighteousness, “while 
you are enriched in everything for all liber- 
ality, which causes thanksgiving through 
us to God. !2For the administration of this 
service not only ‘supplies the needs of the 
saints, but also is abounding through many 
thanksgivings to God, !3while, through the 
proof of this ministry, they "glorify God 
for the obedience of your confession to the 
gospel of Christ, and for your liberal "shar- 
ing with them and all men, Mand by their 
prayer for you, who long for you because 
of the exceeding °grace of God in you. 
Thanks be to God Pfor His indescribable 
gift! 


The Spiritual War 
1 Now 4I, Paul, myself am pleading 
with you by the meekness and gen- 
tleness of Christ—>who in presence am 
lowly among you, but being absent am 
bold toward you. 2But I beg you that when 
I am present I may not be bold with that 
confidence by which I intend to be bold 
against some, who think of us as if we 


walked according to the flesh. 3For though 
we walk in the flesh, we do not war accord- 
ing to the flesh. 4¢4For the weapons ¢of our 
warfare are not carnal but fmighty in God 
efor pulling down strongholds, 5’casting 
down arguments and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ, Sand being ready to 
punish all disobedience when ‘your obedi- 
ence is fulfilled. 


Reality of Paul’s Authority 

7kDo you look at things according to the 
outward appearance? If anyone is con- 
vinced in himself that he is Christ’s, let him 
again consider this in himself, that just as 
he is Christ’s, even so ™we are Christ’s.* 
8For even if I should boast somewhat more 
nabout our authority, which the Lord gave 
us* for edification and not for your de- 
struction, °I shall not be ashamed— ‘lest I 
seem to terrify you by letters. 1°“For his let- 
ters,” they say, “are weighty and powerful, 
but Phis bodily presence is weak, and his 
aspeech contemptible.” Let such a person 
consider this, that what we are in word by 
letters when we are absent, such we will 
also be in deed when we are present. 


Limits of Paul's Authority 

l2rFor we dare not class ourselves or 
compare ourselves with those who com- 
mend themselves. But they, measuring 
themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not 
wise. 13sWe, however, will not boast be- 
yond measure, but within the limits of the 
sphere which God appointed us—a sphere 


*9:9 Psalm 112:9 *9:10 NU-Text reads Now He 
who supplies ... will supply....__* 10:7 NU-Text 
reads evenasweare. *10:8 NU-Text omits us. 


9:6-8 Giving—There is no better indicator of 
growth in the new life than in the area of giving. This 
passage and others deal with several aspects of giv- 
ing: 
1. Giving should be done generously, even extrav- 
agantly (2 Cor. 9:6). 
. Giving should be done cheerfully (2 Cor. 9:7). 
. Giving should be regular (1 Cor. 16:2). 
. Giving should be systematic (1 Cor. 16:2). 
. Giving should be proportionate (2 Cor. 8:3). 
God is not primarily concerned about the amount 
of the gift, but with the motive that lies behind it. The 
person who fails to honor God with his money actu- 
ally robs God (Mal. 3:8), not because it impoverishes 
God but because it denies the God-ordained means 
for the support of His work and His ministers. For the 
child of God who honors God with his money, God 
promises abundant blessing (Mal. 3:10; Luke 6:38) 
and the provision of his every need (Phil. 4:19). 
9:6 reap sparingly. The law of the harvest is referred 
to repeatedly in Scripture (Prov. 11:24-25; 19:17; Luke 
6:38; Gal. 6:7). If you do not plant, you will have no 
harvest. 


WPWN 


9:8 God is able. God sees to it that the generous 
giver will not suffer want. Instead, God generously 
provides for those who give so that they can continue 
to doso. 

9:15 indescribable gift. Our gifts can never compare 
with God's sacrifice for us. 

10:4 our warfare. The world is hostile to Christ and 
His followers because the world is following Satan. 
The life of a believer is not one of ease but a constant 
spiritual battle. 

10:8 edification. Paul’s exhortation was aimed 
at correcting abuses, not the tearing down of the 
church. 
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which especially includes you. For we are 
not overextending ourselves (as though 
our authority did not extend to you), ‘for 
it was to you that we came with the gospel 
of Christ; 5not boasting of things beyond 
measure, that is, tin other men’s labors, 
but having hope, that as your faith is in- 
creased, we shall be greatly enlarged by 
you in our sphere, !6to preach the gospel in 
the regions beyond you, and not to boast in 
another man’s sphere of accomplishment. 

17But Y“he who glories, let him glory in 
the LoRD.”* 18For “not he who commends 
himself is approved, but *whom the Lord 
commends. 


Concern for Their Faithfulness 
1 1 Oh, that you would bear with me ina 
little ¢folly—and indeed you do bear 
with me. 2For I am %jealous for you with 
godly jealousy. For ¢I have betrothed you 
to one husband, ¢that I may present you 
eas a chaste virgin to Christ. 3But I fear, 
lest somehow, as /the serpent deceived Eve 
by his craftiness, so your minds ¢may be 
corrupted from the simplicity* that is in 
Christ. 4For if he who comes preaches an- 
other Jesus whom we have not preached, or 
if you receive a different spirit which you 
have not received, or a "different gospel 
which you have not accepted—you may 
well put up with it! 


Paul and False Apostles 

5For I consider that ‘I am not at all in- 
ferior to the most eminent apostles. *Even 
though iJ am untrained in speech, yet I 
am not kin knowledge. But 'we have been 
thoroughly manifested* among you in all 
things. 

7Did I commit sin in humbling my- 
self that you might be exalted, because I 
preached the gospel of God to you “free of 
charge? 8I robbed other churches, taking 
wages from them to minister to you. 9And 
when I was present with you, and in need, 


2 Corinthians 11:22 @ 1285 
n] was a burden to no one, for what I lacked 
othe brethren who came from Macedonia 
supplied. And in everything I kept myself 
from being burdensome to you, and so I 
will keep myself. 19°As the truth of Christ 
is in me, 2no one shall stop me from this 
boasting in the regions of Achaia. !! Why? 
"Because I do not love you? God knows! 

122But what I do, I will also continue to 
do, sthat I may cut off the opportunity 
from those who desire an opportunity to 
be regarded just as we are in the things 
of which they boast. !8For such tare false 
apostles, “deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into apostles of Christ. 44#And 
no wonder! For Satan himself transforms 
himself into van angel of light. 5Therefore 
it is no great thing if his ministers also 
transform themselves into ministers of 
righteousness, “whose end will be accord- 
ing to their works. 


Reluctant Boasting 

16] say again, let no one think me a fool. If 
otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, that 
Talso may boast a little. 17What I speak, xI 
speak not according to the Lord, but as it 
were, foolishly, in this confidence of boast- 
ing. !8Seeing that many boast according to 
the flesh, I also will boast. 18For you put up 
with fools gladly, Ysince you yourselves are 
wise! 29For you put up with it zif one brings 
you into bondage, if one devours you, if one 
takes from you, if one exalts himself, if one 
strikes you on the face. 2!To our shame I 
say that we were too weak for that! But in 
whatever anyone is bold—I speak foolish- 
ly—I am bold also. 


Suffering for Christ 
22 Are they ‘Hebrews? So am I. Are they 
Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of 


*10:17 Jeremiah 9:24 *11:3 NU-Text adds and 
purity. *11:6 NU-Text omits been. 


10:16 regions beyond you. Paul states in Romans 
that his ambition was to preach the gospel in Spain 
(Rom. 15:24). 

11:2 jealous. Usually jealousy has a negative conno- 
tation to us—we confuse jealousy with envy or spite. 
The word has the same root as “zealous,” and it can 
mean a sincere and energetic protection of the rights 
or purity of a person or place. 

11:3 simplicity. In this sense, simplicity indicates sin- 
cerity or lack of double motives or cunning. 

11:6 untrained in speech. Paul may have lacked gifts 
as a professional speaker, but he did not lack knowl- 
edge since he had received direct revelation from the 
Lord (Gal. 1:11-12). 

11:7 free of charge. Professional philosophers and 
teachers in Greek society charged for teaching. 

11:14 transforms himself into an angel of light. 
Don’t make the mistake of believing that evil always 
appears grotesque, ugly, or repulsive. Satan’s main 
tool is deception and he is quite capable of making 
evil appear beautiful. 


11:17 | speak not according to the Lord. This kind 
of boasting was not characteristic of the Lord. Jesus 
Christ was an example of humility (Phil. 2:5-11). 
11:18 according to the flesh. The false apostles mea- 
sured themselves by their own standards rather than 
by God's. 

11:21 too weak. Paul's critics had accused him of 
being weak (10:10). He sarcastically said that he was 
too weak to rule the Corinthians harshly as the false 
apostles had done. 
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1286 @ 2Corinthians 11:23 
Abraham? So am I. 28Are they ministers 
of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: 
din labors more abundant, ¢in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequently, ‘in 
deaths often. 24From the Jews five times I 
received £forty "stripes minus one. 25Three 
times I was ‘beaten with rods; jonce I was 
stoned; three times I twas shipwrecked; a 
night and a day I have been in the deep; 26in 
journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils 
of robbers, !in perils of my own country- 
men, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 
in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 
27in weariness and toil, "in sleeplessness 
often, °in hunger and thirst, in Pfastings 
often, in cold and nakedness— 28besides 
the other things, what comes upon me dai- 
ly: “my deep concern for all the churches. 
29rWho is weak, and I am not weak? Who 
is made to stumble, and I do not burn with 
indignation? 

30If I must boast, sI will boast in the 
things which concern my infirmity. 3!!The 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
uwho is blessed forever, knows that I am 
not lying. 32¥yIn Damascus the governor, 
under Aretas the king, was guarding the 
city of the Damascenes with a garrison, 
desiring to arrest me; 33but I was let down 
in a basket through a window in the wall, 
and escaped from his hands. 


The Vision of Paradise 
1 2 It is doubtless* not profitable for me 
to boast. I will come to ¢visions and 
brevelations of the Lord: 2] know a man ¢in 
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether 
in the body I do not know, or whether out of 
the body I do not know, God knows—such 
a one ¢was caught up to the third heaven. 
3And I know such a man—whether in the 
body or out of the body I do not know, 
God knows— ‘how he was caught up into 


eParadise and heard inexpressible words, 
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
5Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself 
I will not ‘boast, except in my infirmities. 
6For though I might desire to boast, I will 
not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. 
But I refrain, lest anyone should think of 
me above what he sees me to be or hears 
from me. 


The Thorn in the Flesh 

7And lest I should be exalted above mea- 
sure by the abundance of the revelations, 
a sthorn in the flesh was given to me, "a 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. 8iConcerning this 
thing I pleaded with the Lord three times 
that it might depart from me. 9And He said 
to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for 
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly ‘I will rather boast 
in my infirmities, *that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. !0Therefore !I take plea- 
sure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, 
in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s 
sake. ™For when I am weak, then I am 
strong. 


Signs of an Apostle 

UJ have become "a fool in boasting;* you 
have compelled me. For I ought to have 
been commended by you; for °in nothing 
was I behind the most eminent apostles, 
though PI am nothing. !29Truly the signs of 
an apostle were accomplished among you 
with all perseverance, in signs and "won- 
ders and mighty ‘deeds. !8For what is it in 
which you were inferior to other churches, 
except that I myself was not burdensome to 
you? Forgive me this wrong! 


* 12:1 NU-Text reads necessary, though not 
profitable, to boast. *12:11 NU-Text omits in 
boasting. 


11:23 as a fool. Paul acknowledged the silliness of 
such bragging. He knew that only God had made his 
preaching and service effective. Paul's credentials 
were superior to those of the false teachers on every 
point of experience and background, but even so his 
ministry had authority only because he received it 
from God. 

12:1 visions and revelations. This boasting may 
have been to counter similar claims by the false 
teachers. 

12:2 fourteen years. Paul wrote 2 Corinthians in A.D. 
56; 14 years earlier would have been A.D. 42, probably 
when he was in Antioch (Acts 11:26). third heaven. It 
was common to speak of three “heavens”: The first is 
the atmosphere where the birds fly; the second is the 
place of the sun, moon, and stars; the third is where 
God dwells. 

12:7 thorn in the flesh. Most commentators inter- 
pret Paul’s thorn as a physical ailment, and many 
suggest that it was eye trouble on the basis of Gala- 
tians 4:15. It is also possible that “flesh” is a reference 
to the fallen human nature, in which case the thorn 
could be a temptation, or it could refer to persecution 


or opposition. messenger of Satan. God permitted 
Satan to afflict Paul as he did Job (Job 1-2). 

12:11 compelled me. Only the fact that the Corin- 
thians had listened to the silly slander against Paul 
had made him waste time on boasting. 

12:12 signs of an apostle. God has often used mir- 
acles as supernatural evidences of His authority in a 
new work (Acts 14:3). 
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Love for the Church 

M4tNow for the third time I am ready to 
come to you. And I will not be burdensome 
to you; for “I do not seek yours, but you. 
vFor the children ought not to lay up for 
the parents, but the parents for the chil- 
dren. 45And I will very gladly spend and 
be spent “for your souls; though *the more 
abundantly I love you, the less Iam loved. 

16But be that as it may, YI did not burden 
you. Nevertheless, being crafty, I caught 
you by cunning! !7Did I take advantage of 
you by any of those whom I sent to you? 
18] urged Titus, and sent our 2brother with 
him. Did Titus take advantage of you? Did 
we not walk in the same spirit? Did we not 
walk in the same steps? 

19aA gain, do you think* that we excuse 
ourselves to you? >We speak before God 
in Christ. ‘But we do all things, beloved, 
for your edification. 29For I fear lest, when 
I come, I shall not find you such as I wish, 
and that 4I shall be found by you such as 
you do not wish; lest there be contentions, 
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish am- 
bitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, 
tumults; 21lest, when I come again, my God 
ewill humble me among you, and I shall 
mourn for many ‘who have sinned before 
and have not repented of the uncleanness, 
sfornication, and lewdness which they 
have practiced. 


Coming with Authority 
1 This will be ¢the third time Iam com- 
ing to you. »“By the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word shall be estab- 
lished.”* 2c] have told you before, and fore- 
tell as if I were present the second time, and 
now being absent I write* to those 4who 
have sinned before, and to all the rest, that 
if I come again eI will not spare— 3since 
you seek a proof of Christ ‘speaking in me, 
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who is not weak toward you, but mighty 
sin you. 4hFor though He was crucified in 
weakness, yet ‘He lives by the power of 
God. For iwe also are weak in Him, but we 
shall live with Him by the power of God 
toward you. 

5Examine yourselves as to whether you 
are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 
know yourselves, "that Jesus Christ is in 
you?—unless indeed you are ‘disqualified. 
6But I trust that you will know that we are 
not disqualified. 


Paul Prefers Gentleness 

7Now I* pray to God that you do no 
evil, not that we should appear approved, 
but that you should do what is honorable, 
though ™we may seem disqualified. 8For 
we can do nothing against the truth, but 
for the truth. 9For we are glad "when we 
are weak and you are strong. And this also 
we pray, ‘that you may be made complete. 
10>Therefore I write these things being ab- 
sent, lest being present I should use sharp- 
ness, according to the “authority which the 
Lord has given me for edification and not 
for destruction. 


Greetings and Benediction 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Become 
complete. "Be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace; and the God of love 
sand peace will be with you. 

12tGreet one another with a holy kiss. 

13A 1] the saints greet you. 

MuThe grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and tthe communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 


* 12:19 NU-Text reads You have been thinking 
for along time.... *13:1 Deuteronomy 19:15 
* 13:2 NU-Text omits I write. * 13:7 NU-Text 
reads we. 


12:14 the third time. |t is not clear whether Paul 
had already made two previous visits to Corinth, or 
whether this refers to the third attempt to visit. We 
know that he had tried to come and had been pre- 
vented at least once (1:15—16,23; 2:1—4). 

13:4 in weakness. Christ appeared to be weak when 
He was crucified, but He was raised by the power 
of God; similarly, Paul was weak, but by the power 
of God he would live with Christ in strength toward 
them. 

13:5 Examine yourselves. Paul did not doubt that 
they were true believers (1:1,24; 7:1; 8:1; 12:14). He 
wanted them to ask themselves whether they were 
walking according to the gospel that they professed. 
He wanted them to apply the same standard to them- 
selves that they were applying to him. 

13:9 complete. The Greek word for “complete” was 
used to describe the setting of bones and the recon- 
ciliation of alienated friends. 

13:14 the communion of the Holy Spirit. At the end 


of his letter, Paul identifies the solution to many of the 
Corinthians’ problems. The Holy Spirit, who dwelled 
in each of them, could empower them to live righ- 
teously. Furthermore, the Spirit could reconcile them 
to each other. They could love and encourage each 
other instead of fighting each other (12:20). They 
needed God's grace, not selfishness; God's love, not 
anger; and communion, not conflict. 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


GALATIANS 


> AUTHOR: The Pauline authorship and the unity of this epistle are virtually unchal- 
lenged. The first verse clearly identifies the author as, “Paul, an apostle” as does 5:2, 
“|, Paul, say to you.” In fact, Paul actually wrote, or at least finished, Galatians by his 
own hand (6:11) instead of dictating it to a secretary, as was his usual practice. There 
is some controversy as to whether Paul was writing to the northern Galatians or the 
southern Galatians. If the former theory is correct, this epistle was written sometime 
during Paul’s third missionary journey in A.D. 53-56. If the latter theory is correct, 
this epistle was written before the Jerusalem council (Acts 15) in A.D. 49, right after 
the first missionary journey. Regardless of the timing of its writing, Galatians affords 
us a clear glimpse into the ministry and theology of Paul as a Jewish Christian. 

> TIME: c. A.D. 49-53 > KEY VERSES: Gal. 2:20-21 

> THEME: The big question for the church in its first generation was, “Did a person 
have to become a Jew before they could bea Christian?” There were many Jews who 
thought this was the case. Three things happened to move the church away from 
this perspective: Peter’s vision as recorded in Acts 10; the decision of the Jerusalem 
council in Acts 15 that Gentiles didn’t need to adopt all the Jewish customs; and 
Paul's received revelation that he was to deliver to the Gentiles. Even with all this 
evidence, there were still some Jews who followed Paul around and attempted to 
teach Jewish regulations to his newly planted churches. Paul was furious at these 
events and used this letter to set the record straight. Christ brought freedom and 
died for people of all cultures, an idea that was a new paradigm for many of the 
Jews who were stuck in a “God loves us most” mode. Paul goes to great lengths to 
review with the Galatians what he had taught them and where this teaching had 


come from. 


Greeting 
Paul, an apostle (not from men nor 
through man, but «through Jesus Christ 
and God the Father ’who raised Him from 
the dead), 2and all the brethren who are 
with me, 


To the churches of Galatia: 


3Grace to you and peace from God the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 4¢who 
gave Himself for our sins, that He might 


deliver us ¢from this present evil age, ac- 
cording to the will of our God and Father, 
5to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 


Only One Gospel 

6] marvel that you are turning away so 
soon ¢from Him who called you in the grace 
of Christ, to a different gospel, 7?which is 
not another; but there are some £who trou- 
ble you and want to “pervert the gospel of 
Christ. 8But even if ‘we, or an angel from 


1:1 an apostle. Paul calls himself this title to assert 
his divinely given authority to speak to the problem 
confronting the Galatian churches. through Jesus 
Christ and God the Father. Paul makes reference 
to his unique call to be an apostle (vv. 15-16) which 
came to him at the same time as his salvation on the 
road to Damascus (Acts 26:12-18). 

1:2 To the churches of Galatia. Galatians is a circular 
letter, intended for several churches. 

1:3 Grace to you and peace. These words are a vari- 
ation from the standard greeting of ancient letters in 
Paul’s time. Paul adds the Greek word for the tradi- 
tional Hebrew greeting, “peace.” 

1:4 deliver us from this present evil age. This pas- 
sage is similar to Colossians 1:13, which states, “He 
has delivered us from the power of darkness and 


conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.” 
Both passages develop this truth based on Christ's 
redemptive work (Col. 1:14), implying that the word 
“deliver” refers to sanctification in the face of tempta- 
tions of this present age. 

1:6-7 marvel. Use of this word reveals Paul’s ongo- 
ing shock at the Galatians’ defection from the gospel 
of God’s undeserved grace. The Galatians had unwit- 
tingly fallen for a different message. 

1:8-9 If anyone. Paul’s concern for the purity of the 
gospel message is revealed by his assertion that he 


1:1 7Acts 9:6 © Acts 2:24 


1:4¢[Matt. 20:28] 4Heb. 2:5 
1:6 Gal. 1:15; 5:8 1:72 Cor. 11:4 9Gal. 5:10, 12 "2 Cor. 
2:17 1:8/1 Cor. 16:22 


heaven, preach any other gospel to you 
than what we have preached to you, let 
him be accursed. 9As we have said before, 
so now I say again, if anyone preaches any 
other gospel to you ‘than what you have re- 
ceived, let him be accursed. 

10For kdo I now !persuade men, or God? 
Or ™do I seek to please men? For if I still 
pleased men, I would not be a bondservant 
of Christ. 


Call to Apostleship 

UnButI make known to you, brethren, that 
the gospel which was preached by me is not 
according to man. !2For °I neither received 
it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came 
pthrough the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

13For you have heard of my former con- 
duct in Judaism, how <I persecuted the 
church of God beyond measure and ‘tried 
to destroy it. 4And I advanced in Judaism 
beyond many of my contemporaries in my 
own nation, sbeing more exceedingly zeal- 
ous ‘for the traditions of my fathers. 

14But when it pleased God, “who sep- 
arated me from my mother’s womb and 
called me through His grace, !6to reveal 
His Son in me, that “I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately 
confer with xflesh and blood, !’nor did I go 
up to Jerusalem to those who were apos- 
tles before me; but I went to Arabia, and 
returned again to Damascus. 


Contacts at Jerusalem 
18Then after three years ¥I went up to Je- 
rusalem to see Peter,* and remained with 
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him fifteen days. !9But 2I saw none of the 
other apostles except ¢James, the Lord’s 
brother. 20(Now concerning the things 
which I write to you, indeed, before God, 
I do not lie.) 

21bAfterward I went into the regions of 
Syria and Cilicia. 22And I was unknown 
by face to the churches of Judea which 
cwere in Christ. 283But they were ¢hearing 
only, “He who formerly epersecuted us now 
preaches the faith which he once tried to 
destroy.” 24And they fglorified God in me. 


Defending the Gospel 

Then after fourteen years «I went up 

again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and 
also took Titus with me. 2And I went up by 
revelation, and communicated to them that 
gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, 
but >privately to those who were of reputa- 
tion, lest by any means ¢I might run, or had 
run, in vain. Yet not even Titus who was 
with me, being a Greek, was compelled to 
be circumcised. 4And this occurred be- 
cause of ¢false brethren secretly brought 
in (who came in by stealth to spy out our 
eliberty which we have in Christ Jesus, 
fthat they might bring us into bondage), 5to 
whom we did not yield submission even for 
an hour, that 2the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you. 

6But from those "who seemed to be 
something—whatever they were, it makes 
no difference to me; ‘God shows person- 
al favoritism to no man—for those who 


* 1:18 NU-Text reads Cephas. 


would condemn to destruction anyone who taught 
a false gospel. 

1:10 seek to please men. This was neither Paul’s 
motivation nor the source of his authority (v. 1). Paul 
continually sought the approval of God. He did not 
base his decisions on the opinions of other people. 
Instead he single-mindedly aimed at pleasing God 
(Phil. 3:14). 

1:13-14 Judaism. This refers to the Jewish way of 
life, which was based partly on the Old Testament 
and partly on additional traditions (Matt. 15:2). 
1:15-17 separated me... called me through His 
grace. Paul related that God had chosen him to be 
an apostle (v. 1) before his birth, not unlike Jeremiah’s 
call to be a prophet (Jer. 1:5). Paul, like the Judaizers 
in Galatia, had previously tried to earn his salvation 
by works (v. 14). He needed no human validation 
because of the way he had received his message. 
1:19 James, the Lord’s brother. This reference indi- 
cates that the “apostles” were not always restricted 
to the Twelve. 

2:1 fourteen years. This timeframe may refer to 
twelve full years plus fractions of the first and last 
years (1:18). The span could date from Paul's previous 
visit to Jerusalem, but more likely from his conver- 
sion. 

2:3 Titus. One of Paul’s companions was a kind of 
“test-case” Gentile. circumcised. This term intro- 
duces a central topic of the Jewish false teachers, 
one which Paul addresses repeatedly in Galatians 


(5:2-3,6). Unlike Timothy, whom Paul had circum- 
cised because Timothy's mother was Jewish, Titus 
was not circumcised. Circumcising him would have 
been a sign to all other Gentiles that following Jew- 
ish law was required for a person to become a Chris- 
tian. As Paul explains in this letter, circumcising Titus 
would be a rejection of the good news that salvation 
is God's gift to those who believe in His Son. 

2:4 false brethren. This phrase apparently indicates 
that, although these people passed themselves off 
convincingly as Christians, there was reason to view 
their profession as a sham. These pseudo-Christians 
did not announce their purpose, which was to curtail 
Christian liberty (5:1,13). 

2:6 those who seemed to be something. While Paul 
recognized the leadership roles of James, Peter, and 
John, he pointed out that they were in no way supe- 
rior to him in their understanding of the gospel. 
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seemed to be something iadded nothing to 
me. 7But on the contrary, ?when they saw 
that the gospel for the uncircumcised ‘had 
been committed to me, as the gospel for 
the circumcised was to Peter 8(for He who 
worked effectively in Peter for the apos- 
tleship to the circumcised "also °worked 
effectively in me toward the Gentiles), 
9%and when James, Cephas, and John, who 
seemed to be pillars, perceived “the grace 
that had been given to me, they gave me 
and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, 
'that we should go to the Gentiles and they 
to the circumcised. !°They desired only 
that we should remember the poor, sthe 
very thing which I also was eager to do. 


No Return to the Law 

lltNow when Peter* had come to An- 
tioch, I withstood him to his face, because 
he was to be blamed; !2for before certain 
men came from James, “he would eat with 
the Gentiles; but when they came, he with- 
drew and separated himself, fearing those 
who were of the circumcision. And the 
rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite 
with him, so that even Barnabas was car- 
ried away with their hypocrisy. 

M4But when I saw that they were not 
straightforward about vthe truth of the 
gospel, I said to Peter before them all, 
x“Tf you, being a Jew, live in the manner of 
Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you* 
compel Gentiles to live as Jews?* 15yWe 
who are Jews by nature, and not sinners 
of the Gentiles, 16¢knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the law but by 
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed 
in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified 


by faith in Christ and not by the works of 
the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified. 

17“But if, while we seek to be justified by 
Christ, we ourselves also are found 4¢sin- 
ners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? 
Certainly not! 18For if I build again those 
things which I destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor. !9For I ethrough the law ‘died 
to the law that I might 2live to God. 29I have 
been "crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh ‘I live by 
faith in the Son of God, jwho loved me and 
gave Himself for me. 2!I do not set aside the 
grace of God; for ’if righteousness comes 
through the law, then Christ died in vain.” 


Justification by Faith 

O foolish Galatians! Who has be- 

witched you that you should not obey 
the truth,* before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was clearly portrayed among you* as cru- 
cified? 2This only I want to learn from you: 
Did you receive the Spirit by the works of 
the law, ¢or by the hearing of faith? 3Are 
you so foolish? Having begun in the Spir- 
it, are you now being made perfect by cthe 
flesh? 4¢dHave you suffered so many things 
in vain—if indeed it was in vain? 

5Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to 
you and works miracles among you, does 
He do it by the works of the law, or by the 


*2:11 NU-Text reads Cephas. *2:14 NU-Text 
reads how can you. * Some interpreters stop 
the quotation here. *3:1 NU-Text omits that 
you should not obey the truth. ¢ NU-Text omits 
among you. 


2:7-10 uncircumcised . .. circumcised. There were 
not two different gospels. Rather, the primary scope 
of Paul’s apostolic ministry was to the Gentiles (Rom. 
11:13), while Peter's apostleship was, first and fore- 
most, targeted toward the Jews. remember the 
poor. Almost certainly, this is a reference to the poor 
among the church in Judea (Acts 11:29-30). 

2:11-12 Antioch. This city was the largest of the 
Roman province of Syria. It became a center for mis- 
sionary outreach to other Gentile cities in Asia Minor 
and Macedonia (Acts 13:1—3). 

2:14 they were not straightforward about the 
truth. Peter's hypocritical example implied that Gen- 
tiles had to behave like Jews in order to receive God's 
grace. It had already been decided (vv. 1-5) that it 
was not proper to compel Gentiles to live as Jews, 
because salvation was through faith alone. 

2:15-17 We who are Jews by nature. Paul is not 
denying that those who are Jews by birth are sinners, 
as are all Gentiles (Rom. 3:23). Rather he is implying 
that Jews enjoy spiritual privileges (Rom. 9:4—5) 
that should make them more knowledgeable about 
how to be justified before God (3:6; Gen. 15:6). The 
Jews should have been aware that no person can be 
declared righteous or justified by obedience to the 
law of Moses (3:10—21). 

2:17-19 is Christ therefore a minister of sin. Paul 
strongly rejects the erroneous conclusion that being 


justified by faith in Christ actually made Jews sinners. 
Those who attempt to be justified through “the works 
of the law” are “cursed” (3:10). If anyone attempts to 
reassert the “works of the law” as having any part in 
the justification before God, the law itself convicts 
that person. The law itself is not sinful; its purpose 
is to convince individuals of their personal, spiritual 
deadness in sin outside of faith in Christ (Rom. 7:7—13). 
3:1 O foolish Galatians. This phrase does not indi- 
cate lack of intelligence, but lack of wisdom. Paul 
wonders whether something like an evil spell had 
prevented the Galatians from recalling the gospel of 
the crucified Christ. 

3:3 Having begun in the Spirit ... made perfect by 
the flesh. The Galatians were mistakenly trying to 
achieve perfection through their own efforts, espe- 
cially through circumcision. 
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hearing of faith?— %just as Abraham &“be- 
lieved God, and it was accounted to him 
for righteousness.”* 7Therefore know that 
only fthose who are of faith are sons of 
Abraham. 8And &the Scripture, foresee- 
ing that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, preached the gospel to Abraham be- 
forehand, saying, "“In you all the nations 
shall be blessed.”* 9So then those who are 
of faith are blessed with believing Abra- 
ham. 


The Law Brings a Curse 

10For as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curse; for it is written, 
i“Cursedis everyone who does not continue 
in all things which are written in the book 
of the law, to do them.”* But that no one 
is justified by the law in the sight of God is 
evident, for /“the just shall live by faith.”* 
12Yet kthe law is not of faith, but '“the man 
who does them shall live by them.”* 

13mChrist has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having become a curse for 
us (for it is written, "“Cursed is everyone 
who hangs on a tree”*), 4cothat the blessing 
of Abraham might come upon the ?Gen- 
tiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive 
athe promise of the Spirit through faith. 


The Changeless Promise 

Brethren, I speak in the manner of 
men: "Though it is only a man’s covenant, 
yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds 
to it. 6] Now to Abraham and his Seed were 
the promises made. He does not say, “And 
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to seeds,” as of many, but as of sone, ‘“And 
to your Seed,”* who is “Christ. 17And this 
I say, that the law, vwhich was four hun- 
dred and thirty years later, cannot annul 
the covenant that was confirmed before 
by God in Christ,* “that it should make 
the promise of no effect. 18For if xthe in- 
heritance is of the law, Yit is no longer of 
promise; but God gave it to Abraham by 
promise. 


Purpose of the Law 

19What purpose then does the law serve? 
zIt was added because of transgressions, 
till the “Seed should come to whom the 
promise was made; and it was appointed 
through angels by the hand ‘of a mediator. 
20Now a mediator does not mediate for one 
only, “but God is one. 

21Ts the law then against the promises of 
God? Certainly not! For if there had been 
a law given which could have given life, 
truly righteousness would have been by 
the law. 22But the Scripture has confined 
eall under sin, fthat the promise by faith in 
Jesus Christ might be given to those who 
believe. 23But before faith came, we were 
kept under guard by the law, kept for the 
faith which would afterward be revealed. 
24Therefore sthe law was our tutor to bring 
us to Christ, "that we might be justified by 


*3:6 Genesis 15:6 *3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 
22:18; 26:4; 28:14 *3:10 Deuteronomy 27:26 
*3:11 Habakkuk 2:4 * 3:12 Leviticus 18:5 

* 3:13 Deuteronomy 21:23 *3:16 Genesis 12:7; 
13:15; 24:7 *3:17 NU-Text omits in Christ. 


3:6 believed God. There are several reasons for 
Paul’s reference to Abraham's faith as an example: (1) 
Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation (Gen. 
12:1-3); (2) Abraham is the clearest example of jus- 
tification in the Old Testament; and (3) the Judaizers 
almost certainly were pointing back to Abraham, 
probably in connection with circumcision (2:3; 5:2-3). 
The example of Abraham’s faith is also developed in 
Romans 4 and Hebrews 11. 

3:7 who are of faith. These are the spiritual sons of 
Abraham, even if they are not Jews. They are part of 
God's people. 

3:8-9 Scripture. Here, Scripture is personified as a 
preacher who foretells that Abraham and his exam- 
ple of faith (Gen. 15:6) would become a life-changing 
blessing to all nations (Gen. 12:3; Matt. 28:19) as the 
gospel spread. All who have faith, as Abraham did, 
join in his “blessed” status. 

3:10 Cursed is everyone. The quotation from Deu- 
teronomy 27:26 says that those who do not keep the 
whole law are cursed, proving that all are cursed who 
follow the law, because all fall short of the law’s stan- 
dards (Rom. 1:17; 3:10,18,23). 

3:13 the curse of the law. Paul knew that many of his 
readers would perceive that they were actually under 
the curse of the law. For them, as for us, it is incredibly 
comforting to know that Christ became that curse for 
us on the cross (Deut. 21:23). 

3:16 to Abraham and his Seed. Jesus Christ is the ful- 
fillment of the covenant (v. 15) God made with Abra- 
ham. Although in one sense all Jews are the physical 


seed of Abraham, Christ is the final focus of God’s 
promises, the ultimate Seed. 

3:19-20 What purpose then does the law serve? 
The purpose of the law of Moses was not to justify 
man in God's eyes (2:16). Rather, the law was added 
after God's promise to Abraham to clarify the issue of 
sin until Christ, the Seed, came. 

3:21-22 Is the law then against the promises of 
God? The relationship of the law and the prom- 
ises is one of need and fulfillment. The law was not 
designed by God to give eternal life and righteous- 
ness. Rather, the law showed humanity's need for the 
promise of life through faith in Jesus Christ (v. 9; 2:16). 
3:23-25 kept under guard... tutor. Paul gives two 
different illustrations concerning the function of the 
law until Christ came (4:4—5). The law acted as a jailor 
to hold humankind in custody until faith in Christ was 
revealed. But the law also served as a tutor. A tutor in 
ancient Greek culture would accompany the children 
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faith. 25But after faith has come, we are no 
longer under a tutor. 


Sons and Heirs 

26For you ‘are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 27For jas many of you 
as were baptized into Christ ?have put on 
Christ. 28’There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
mthere is neither slave nor free, there is nei- 
ther male nor female; for you are all "one 
in Christ Jesus. 29And °if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s Pseed, and ¢heirs 
according to the promise. 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he 

is a child, does not differ at all from a 
slave, though he is master of all, 2but is un- 
der guardians and stewards until the time 
appointed by the father. 3Even so we, when 
we were children, “were in bondage under 
the elements of the world. 4But »when the 
fullness of the time had come, God sent 
forth His Son, ‘born* ¢of a woman, eborn 
under the law, 5/to redeem those who were 
under the law, sthat we might receive the 
adoption as sons. 

6And because you are sons, God has 
sent forth "the Spirit of His Son into your 
hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7There- 
fore you are no longer a slave but a son, 
iand if a son, then an heir of* God through 
Christ. 


Fears for the Church 
8But then, indeed, ‘when you did not 
know God, *you served those which by 


nature are not gods. 9But now /after you 
have known God, or rather are known by 
God, how is it that you turn again to "the 
weak and beggarly elements, to which you 
desire again to be in bondage? 10°You ob- 
serve days and months and seasons and 
years. lI am afraid for you, "lest I have 
labored for you in vain. 

12Brethren, I urge you to become like 
me, for I became like you. 7You have not 
injured me at all. 13 You know that "because 
of physical infirmity I preached the gospel 
to you at the first. 4And my trial which was 
in my flesh you did not despise or reject, 
but you received me sas an angel of God, 
teven as Christ Jesus. 15What* then was 
the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you 
witness that, if possible, you would have 
plucked out your own eyes and given them 
to me. !6Have I therefore become your ene- 
my because I tell you the truth? 

17They “zealously court you, but for no 
good; yes, they want to exclude you, that 
you may be zealous for them. !8But it is 
good to be zealous in a good thing always, 
and not only when I am present with you. 
19vMy little children, for whom I labor in 
birth again until Christ is formed in you, 
20] would like to be present with you now 
and to change my tone; for I have doubts 
about you. 


*4:4 Ormade_ *4:7 NU-Text reads through God 
and omits through Christ. *4:15 NU-Text reads 
Where. 


in his care, instructing and disciplining them when 
necessary. The law was like a tutor because it both 
corrected and instructed the Israelites in God’s ways 
until Christ was revealed and such a schoolmaster 
was no longer needed (4:1-2). 

3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek. The context 
of this verse is justification by faith in Christ Jesus. 
Racial, social, and gender distinctions that so easily 
divide in no way hinder a person from coming to 
Christ in order to receive His mercy. All people equally 
can become God's heirs and recipients of His eternal 
promises (4:5-7). 

4:1-2 until the time appointed by the father. |n 
ancient society a child had to wait until the proper time 
before he could inherit what was his. Paul uses this 
idea to explain why God delayed Jesus Christ’s coming, 
leaving people with His law as a guide (3:23-25). 
4:4-5 born under the law. This means Christ was 
subject to the Jewish law (Matt. 5:17-19), further 
establishing His identification with all people who are 
subject to the law. redeem. This verb was used in the 
context of buying from a slave market. It describes 
Christ’s supreme and final payment for the sins of 
humanity. His death on the cross frees those who 
believe in Him from the curse of the law and slavery 
to sin. This decisive payment and resulting freedom 
clear the way for Christians to become God's sons. 
4:6 God has sent forth the Spirit. Just as “God sent 
forth His Son” in “fullness of the time” in world history 
(v. 4), so God has also sent the Spirit at just the right 
time for every person who believes in Christ. 

4:9 how is it that you turn again. The Galatians 


had come to know God through faith in Jesus Christ 
(John 17:2-3). He had adopted them as His own sons, 
but they were turning back to the law that had once 
enslaved them. 

4:12 | urge you. To get beyond the present dilemma, 
Paul appeals to the Galatians to follow his example 
(1 Cor. 11:1). He had abandoned the ceremonial rules 
and regulations connected with Judaism so that he 
could freely preach the gospel of Christ to Jew and 
Gentile alike in the cities of Galatia. They too should 
not hinder the gospel of Christ with laws and regu- 
lations. 

4:17-18 they want to exclude you. Paul was strongly 
implying that the false teachers in Galatia were mak- 
ing the same mistake he had made prior to his con- 
version. Their zeal for the law was blinding them to 
the freedom and truth to be found in Jesus Christ. 
4:19 My little children. Paul calls the Galatians 
children because of their lack of spiritual growth 
and depth. The apostle also portrays himself as the 
Galatians’ “spiritual mother.” He was feeling the labor 
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Two Covenants 

21Tell me, you who desire to be under 
the law, do you not hear the law? 22For it 
is written that Abraham had two sons: 
wthe one by a bondwoman, *the other by 
a freewoman. 283But he who was of the 
bondwoman Ywas born according to the 
flesh, zand he of the freewoman through 
promise, 24which things are symbolic. For 
these are the* two covenants: the one from 
Mount ¢Sinai which gives birth to bondage, 
which is Hagar—?for this Hagar is Mount 
Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jeru- 
salem which now is, and is in bondage with 
her children— but the >Jerusalem above 
is free, which is the mother of us all. 27For 
it is written: 


c“Rejoice, O barren, 
You who do not bear! 
Break forth and shout, 
You who are not in labor! 
For the desolate has many more 
children 
Than she who has a husband.”* 


28Now “we, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
echildren of promise. 29But, as fhe who was 
born according to the flesh then persecuted 
him who was born according to the Spir- 
it, even so it is now. 39Nevertheless what 
does "the Scripture say? ‘“Cast out the 
bondwoman and her son, forithe son of the 
bondwoman shall not be heir with the son 
of the freewoman.”* 31So then, brethren, 
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we are not children of the bondwoman but 
of the free. 


Christian Liberty 
5 aStand fast therefore in the liberty by 
which Christ has made us free,* and 
do not be entangled again with a »yoke of 
bondage. 2Indeed I, Paul, say to you that 
cif you become circumcised, Christ will 
profit you nothing. 3And I testify again to 
every man who becomes circumcised ¢that 
he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4¢ You 
have become estranged from Christ, you 
who attempt to be justified by law; fyou 
have fallen from grace. 5For we through 
the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith. 6For "in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircum- 
cision avails anything, but ‘faith working 
through love. 


Love Fulfills the Law 

7You iran well. Who hindered you from 
obeying the truth? 8This persuasion does 
not come from Him who calls you. 9A lit- 
tle leaven leavens the whole lump. !°I have 
confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will 
have no other mind; but he who troubles 
you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 


* 4:24 NU-Text and M-Text omit the. * 4:27 Isa- 
iah54:1 *4:30 Genesis 21:10 *5:1 NU-Text 
reads For freedom Christ has made us free; stand 
fast therefore. 


pains of their birth all over again because they had 
fallen into serious error. 

4:21-22 bondwoman...freewoman. To clinch his 
argument about the bondage of the law and freedom 
found in Christ, Paul uses as examples the two sons 
of Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac. Ishmael was born of 
a bondwoman, Hagar, and Isaac was born of Sarah, a 
freewoman (Gen. 16:15; 21:2). Paul counters the Jew- 
ish false teachers’ zeal for the law with an argument 
based on the Law, the Pentateuch. He uses allegory 
to prove his point because it was a rhetorical tech- 
nique the false teachers used. In other words, Paul 
was demonstrating that he could argue from the law 
just as well as they could, but to prove that the law of 
Moses pointed to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

4:26 Jerusalem above. This phrase represents the 
Jewish hope of heaven finally coming to earth (Rev. 
21-22). Paul was strongly implying that the ques- 
tion at hand was not allegiance to Jerusalem, but 
allegiance to which Jerusalem—the new or the old? 
Would the Galatians follow the shortsighted present 
Jerusalem and its legalism or the liberty of the heav- 
enly Jerusalem? 

4:28-30 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are chil- 
dren of promise. This portion of Paul’s allegory is 
based on Genesis 21:9-10. Isaac was continually per- 
secuted by his older half brother Ishmael. Eventually, 
Ishmael and his mother Hagar were expelled because 
Ishmael had no standing in God's eyes as an heir of 
Abraham. In creating a parallel between the story 
from Genesis and the Galatians’ situation, Paul points 
out that (1) the persecution by the Jewish legalists of 
his day was not unexpected, and (2) it would not go 


on indefinitely because the legalists would soon be 
cast out. 

4:31—5:1 So then. This phrase represents the con- 
clusion of the previous section, while “therefore” sig- 
nals that Paul is going to apply this spiritual truth to 
the lives of the Galatian believers. 

5:2-3 if you become circumcised. The legalistic 
Jewish teachers in Galatia were urging believers to be 
circumcised (6:12—13). Paul points out that circumci- 
sion would change the entire orientation of salvation 
away from God's grace to one’s own actions. One who 
is circumcised in an attempt to gain God’s acceptance 
is obligated to keep the whole law, which history 
has abundantly demonstrated no one can do (Rom. 
3:10-18). 

5:5 hope of righteousness. We can be assured that 
we will be declared righteous before the Lord on that 
last day because we have a foretaste of that righteous- 
ness from the Spirit who lives within us (2 Cor. 5:5). 
5:9-10 leaven. This symbolizes the intruders, with 
their false doctrine and its sinister influence. They 
were taking the gospel of free forgiveness away from 
the Galatians. The one who causes such harm will 
experience God’s judgment (2 Cor. 5:10). 
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UAnd I, brethren, if] still preach circum- 
cision, ‘why do I still suffer persecution? 
Then the offense of the cross has ceased. 
12n] could wish that those °who trouble you 
would even cut themselves off! 

13For you, brethren, have been called to 
liberty; only °do not use liberty as an 4op- 
portunity for the flesh, but "through love 
serve one another. !4For sall the law is ful- 
filled in one word, even in this: *“You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.”* 45But if 
you bite and devour one another, beware 
lest you be consumed by one another! 


Walking in the Spirit 

16] say then: “Walk in the Spirit, and you 
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. !7For 
’the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; and these are con- 
trary to one another, “so that you do not 
do the things that you wish. !8But xif you 
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 

19Now Ythe works of the flesh are ev- 
ident, which are: adultery,* fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, 2%idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts 


of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 
heresies, 2ienvy, murders,* drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 
beforehand, just as I also told you in time 
past, that zthose who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22But “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, ‘goodness, 
afaithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control. 
eA gainst such there is no law. 24And those 
who are Christ’s fhave crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 25sIf we live 
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26hLet us not become conceited, provoking 
one another, envying one another. 


Bear and Share Burdens 

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any 

trespass, you who are spiritual restore 
such a one in a spirit of “gentleness, con- 
sidering yourself lest you also be tempt- 
ed. 2Bear one another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill cthe law of Christ. 3For ¢if anyone 
thinks himself to be something, when ehe 


*5:14 Leviticus 19:18 *5:19 NU-Text omits adul- 
tery. *5:21 NU-Text omits murders. 


5:11 the offense of the cross. The cross is offensive to 
people because it proclaims God's unmerited grace 
and leaves no place for people’s good works. 

5:13 liberty. Christian liberty is the freedom to 
serve one another in love (vv. 5-6). As we grow in 
our knowledge of the Word of God, understand 
and apply its meaning, we should increasingly be 
involved in serving God and our fellow believers. The 
Spirit of God has given us spiritual gifts, but those 
gifts are worthless unless they are used in the service 
of God and His church. Paul often uses the figure of 
the human body to show the importance of each 
part serving the others (Rom. 12:4—5; 1 Cor. 12:12-31). 
While some parts of the body have more prominent 
places of service than others, all are equally impor- 
tant. To maintain strength, health, and vitality, every 
part of the body must function and serve all the other 
parts of the body. This is also true of the spiritual or 
new life. We will grow in the new life, become strong, 
and maintain good spiritual health as we use the tal- 
ents and abilities that God has given us to meet the 
needs of the other parts of the body. 

5:14 all the law. The Christian does not live under the 
law of Moses, but instead under “the law of Christ” 
(6:2). Living in Christ empowers us to love others, 
which is the fulfillment of the law (Matt. 22:36—40). 
5:16 Walk in the Spirit. The only consistent way to 
overcome the sinful desires of our human nature (the 
flesh) is to live step-by-step in the power of the Holy 
Spirit as He works through our spirit. 

5:17 the flesh lusts against the Spirit. The poten- 
tial of the flesh energized by Satan in the life of the 
Christian should not be underestimated. Given free 
rein, the flesh will direct our choices, making us do 
what we know we should not do. This inner conflict 
between the flesh and the Spirit is very real. Although 
the precise meaning of “flesh” is unclear, Paul’s intent 
is plain. The desires of our flesh are at odds with what 
the Holy Spirit desires for us: to be free from sin. 
5:19-21 The Human Condition—The last part of 
Galatians 5 contrasts works of the flesh with fruit of the 


Spirit. The works of the flesh here are represented by 
those kinds of activities that are characteristic of our 
old natures. Without God, our lives are dominated 
by these more obvious sins and less obvious sinful 
attitudes. It is our sinful nature to be this way. Those 
who operate with these sins as a regular part of their 
lives, with no sense of guilt, demonstrate their need 
for salvation. It is the role of the Spirit to change these 
sinful behaviors. Paul points out that, if changes are 
not occurring, then there is a need for the Spirit that 
comes with the gift of salvation. 

5:22-24 The New Nature—While the deeds of 
the flesh portray a disintegrating life, the fruit of the 
Spirit describes a life where things are working har- 
moniously. It points to qualities of personality and to 
behaviors that make us function as better people. It 
points to what God wants to see in us and should see 
in us as we mature in the faith. 

5:22 fruit of the Spirit. This analogy is reminiscent 
of Jesus’ teaching on the vine, branches, and fruitful 
harvest. 

5:24 have crucified the flesh. Those who have mas- 
tered these sinful desires are those who have kept 
their focus on God (Jer. 9:23-24; Dan. 11:32; John 17:3; 
Heb. 12:1-3). 

6:1 restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. A 
believer devastated by sin needs to be approached 
gently by fellow believers. 

6:2 the law of Christ. This phrase is probably refer- 
ring to the summation of the law: “Love your neigh- 
bor” (5:14; Matt. 22:39; John 13:34-35). Bearing the 
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is nothing, he deceives himself. 4But ‘let 
each one examine his own work, and then 
he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and 
snot in another. 5For "each one shall bear 
his own load. 


Be Generous and Do Good 

siLet him who is taught the word share 
in all good things with him who teaches. 

7Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; 
for ‘whatever a man sows, that he will also 
reap. 8For he who sows to his flesh will of 
the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows 
to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap *everlast- 
ing life. 9And let us not grow weary while 
doing good, for in due season we shall reap 
mif we do not lose heart. 1°-Therefore, as 
we have opportunity, °let us do good to all, 
Pespecially to those who are of the house- 
hold of faith. 


Glory Only in the Cross 

USee with what large letters I have 
written to you with my own hand! !2As 
many as desire to make a good showing 
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in the flesh, these would compel you to 
be circumcised, ¢only that they may not 
suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. 
13For not even those who are circumcised 
keep the law, but they desire to have you 
circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh. 4But God forbid that I should boast 
except in the "cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom* the world has been cru- 
cified to me, and ‘I to the world. 15For tin 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor un- 
circumcision avails anything, but a new 
creation. 


Blessing and a Plea 

16And as many as walk according to this 
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and 
upon the Israel of God. 

17From now on let no one trouble me, for 
I bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus. 

18Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 


* 6:14 Or by which (the cross) 


burdens of one another is precisely what Christ 
expects of all believers. The Greek word for burdens 
refers to something beyond the normal capacity to 
carry, as opposed to a “load” (v. 5), which is what a per- 
son could be expected to carry. 

6:7-8 he who sows to his flesh. The principle of sow- 
ing and reaping was known to everyone in a largely 
agricultural society. It would be foolish for Chris- 
tians to think that they could escape the harvest of 
destruction and judgment if they persist in sin. cor- 
ruption. This is a term used for a field in which the 
produce is too rotten to harvest (Heb. 6:8). he who 
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting 
life. This does not mean that everlasting life is earned 
by works. Rather, Paul is saying that everlasting life is 
the glorious end of those who follow the guidance of 
the Spirit (Rom. 6:22). Jesus said that He came so that 
we might have life and have it more abundantly John 
10:10). In this life, through the indwelling of the Spirit, 
Christians are developing a capacity to experience 
Christ to the fullest in the life to come. 

6:9 doing good. The apostle has argued at length 
that such works cannot justify (2:16) or sanctify (3:3) 
anyone. However, good works are, in fact, an impor- 
tant fruit of the life of faith (5:5) that God has planned 
for each believer (Eph. 2:8--10). 

6:12 make a good showing. The Judaizers were try- 
ing to appear spiritual by becoming circumcised and 


demanding that others become circumcised (5:2-12). 
By teaching that all Christians should become circum- 
cised, the Judaizers were trying to make Christianity 
into a sect of Judaism. This would have two advan- 
tages. First, they could counter the persecution that 
they suffered from the zealous Jews. Second, they 
could include themselves with an officially sanc- 
tioned religion of the Roman Empire, Judaism. 

6:13 not even those... keep the law. The Judaizers 
knew that they were unable to keep the entire law 
even though they were required to do so. They still 
attempted to persuade the Galatians to be circum- 
cised so that they could boast about having them as 
their followers. 

6:16 the Israel of God. This probably refers to the 
remnant of believing Jews (Rom. 11:1-2,7). They are 
Abraham's spiritual descendants (3:6-9) because 
they believe in God and rely on His grace. 

6:17 | bear in my body. Paul's scars branded him as a 
slave for Christ (Rom. 1:1). Such marks far outweighed 
the “mark” of circumcision so valued by the false 
teachers in Galatia (vv. 12-15). 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


EPHESIANS 


> AUTHOR: All internal and external evidence strongly supports the Pauline au- 
thorship of Ephesians. In recent years, however, critics have turned to internal 
grounds to challenge this unanimous ancient tradition. It has been argued that the 
vocabulary and style are different from other Pauline epistles, but this overlooks 
Paul’s flexibility under different circumstances (as in Romans and 2 Corinthians). The 
theology of Ephesians in some ways reflects a later development, but this must be 
attributed to Paul’s own growth and meditation on the church as the body of Christ. 
Ephesians was written during his first Roman imprisonment in A.D. 60-62, perhaps 
around the same time as Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. 


> TIME: c. A.D. 60-61 > KEY VERSES: Eph. 4:1-3 


> THEME: Ephesians is like a grand landscape whose subject is the whole world. 
Paul paints a richly textured picture of God's plan to bless the world through Christ. 
God is bringing light to darkness, healing to brokenness and reconciliation to the 
separated. Central to this teaching is the role of the church in the world and the gifts 
God has given it. God will bring about these things through the church. Once we 
understand and believe all that God has done and is doing, it is our responsibility 
to obey and live in light of His actions. Paul gives us much more than the theory 
in Ephesians. He makes critical connections between big-picture theology and the 


practical implications for living the day-to-day Christian life. 


Greeting 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, 
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus: 


2Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Redemption in Christ 

3aBlessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ, 4just as >He chose us in 


Him cbefore the foundation of the world, 
that we should ¢be holy and without blame 
before Him in love, 5chaving predestined 
us to fadoption as sons by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure 
of His will, 6to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, "by which He made us accepted in 
ithe Beloved. 

7ZiIn Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord- 
ing to *the riches of His grace 8which He 
made to abound toward us in all wisdom 
and prudence, having made known to us 
the mystery of His will, according to His 


1:1-2 saints. In the New Testament all believers are 
set apart by God in Christ. Grace to you and peace. 
The salutations in the New Testament epistles follow 
the form of the typical first-century letter. The writer 
is mentioned first and the recipient next, followed by 
a blessing or best wishes for good health. The differ- 
ence here lies in the content of the blessing: pagan let- 
ters mentioned nonexistent gods and goddesses such 
as Diana or Apollo; the apostles call upon the one true 
God and His Son Jesus Christ to bless their readers. 
1:3 every spiritual blessing. God does not guar- 
antee health, wealth, and prosperity to the New 
Testament believer. The blessings of Christianity are 
largely spiritual. 

1:4-5 love. In this instance the Greek agape is used. 
That love is a love that is by choice or one’s will, not 
just a sentimental feeling. having predestined us. 
Predestination is not a cold-hearted determinism or 
set fate, but rather a loving choice on God's part. 


1:6 the Beloved. This title is messianic, referring to 
God's Son, Jesus. 

1:7 redemption. The word means “buy back” or “ran- 
som.” In ancient times, one could buy back a person 
who was sold into slavery. In the same way, Christ 
through His death bought us from our slavery to sin. 
His blood. The blood of Christ is the means by which 
our redemption comes. The Old Testament and the 
New both clearly teach that there is no forgiveness 
without the shedding of blood. 

1:9 the mystery. This is not a puzzle to solve, or 
knowledge only for the few and the initiated, as in 
the mystery religions of Paul’s day. In Paul's use, the 


1:392 Cor. 1:3 1:4°Rom. 8:28 ©1 Pet. 1:2 4Luke 1:75 
1:5 (Rom. 8:29] fJohn 1:12 9[1 Cor. 1:21] 1:6" [Rom. 
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1:9! [Rom. 16:25] 


good pleasure "which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensation of "the 
fullness of the times °He might gather to- 
gether in one Pall things in Christ, both* 
which are in heaven and which are on 
earth—in Him. "aIn Him also we have ob- 
tained an inheritance, being predestined 
according to "the purpose of Him who 
works all things according to the counsel 
of His will, !2sthat we ‘who first trusted 
in Christ should be to the praise of His 
glory. 

13In Him you also trusted, after you 
heard “the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation; in whom also, having believed, 
vyou were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, !4~who* is the guarantee of our 
inheritance xuntil the redemption of ythe 
purchased possession, 2to the praise of His 
glory. 


Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom 
15Therefore I also, ¢after I heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
the saints, 16do not cease to give thanks 
for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers: !7that cthe God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, ¢may give to 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of Him, !8ethe eyes of your 
understanding* being enlightened; that 
you may know what is fthe hope of His 
calling, what are the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints, 1%and what 
is the exceeding greatness of His power 
toward us who believe, “according to the 
working of His mighty power 2°which He 
worked in Christ when "He raised Him 
from the dead and iseated Him at His right 


Ephesians 2:9 @ 1297 
hand in the heavenly places, “1ifar above 
all kprincipality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that which 
is to come. 

22 And 'He put all things under His feet, 
and gave Him "to be head over all things to 
the church, 28"which is His body, the full- 
ness of Him Pwho fills all in all. 


By Grace Through Faith 

And ¢you He made alive, »who were 

dead in trespasses and sins, 2¢in which 
you once walked according to the course of 
this world, according to ¢the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works 
in ¢the sons of disobedience, %famong 
whom also we all once conducted our- 
selves in “the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
hwere by nature children of wrath, just as 
the others. 

4But God, ‘who is rich in mercy, because 
of His great love with which He loved us, 
5keven when we were dead in trespasses, 
Imade us alive together with Christ (by 
grace you have been saved), Sand raised us 
up together, and made us sit together “in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7that 
in the ages to come He might show the ex- 
ceeding riches of His grace in "His kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8°For by grace 
you have been saved ?through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; dit is the gift of God, 
Snot of ‘works, lest anyone should ‘boast. 


*1:10 NU-Text and M-Text omit both. *1:14 NU- 
Text reads which. * 1:18 NU-Text and M-Text 
read hearts. 


word mystery refers to an aspect of God's will that was 
once hidden or obscure, but now was being revealed 
by God (Rom. 11:25). 

1:14 the guarantee of our inheritance. The Greek 
word for guarantee can also be used to indicate an 
engagement ring. As Christ is the bridegroom and 
the church is the bride, so the Holy Spirit is the down 
payment, the earnest money in the long-awaited 
marriage of the two (Rev. 19:7). purchased posses- 
sion. The Old Testament described the nation of Is- 
rael as God's special treasure, one He had purchased 
by His mighty acts of deliverance during the Exodus 
(Ex. 19:5). Here Paul describes Christians as a pur- 
chased possession, bought with the blood of Christ. 
1:18-19 the eyes of your understanding. This 
phrase refers to spiritual understanding. To describe 
this, Paul uses words that picture eyes that have been 
brightened with divine illumination. 

1:21 not only in this age but also in that which is to 
come. The Jews of Christ’s time understood the end 
times to be divided into two time periods, the age in 
which they were living and the coming age. The Mes- 
siah, called “the Coming One,” would rule in the age 
which is to come. 

2:2 you once walked. Walking is a biblical expres- 
sion that pictures a believer's steady normal progress 
with God (Ps. 1:1). Believers are saved so that they can 
have a lifestyle characterized by good works (v. 10). 


prince of the power of the air. This is a reference to 
Satan. 

2:4-7 we were dead in trespasses. Because of 
Adam’s sin, the entire human race is spiritually dead. 
Only God can grant new life and save us from this 
predicament. Out of His mercy, God gave His Son for 
us while we were yet His enemies. He loved us long 
before we loved Him (1 John 4:9-10). 

2:8-10 you have been saved through faith. The 
grace of God is the source of salvation; faith is the 
channel, not the cause. God alone saves. Salvation 
never originates in the efforts of people; it always 
arises out of the lovingkindness of God. the gift of 
God. We cannot do anything to earn our salvation. 
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10For we are ‘His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them. 


Brought Near by His Blood 

11Therefore remember that you, once 
Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 
Uncircumcision by what is called vthe 
Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— 
12that at that time you were without Christ, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of Is- 
rael and strangers from the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 


Christ Our Peace 

14For He Himself is our peace, who has 
made both one, and has broken down 
the middle wall of separation, having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that 
is, the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 
one Ynew man from the two, thus mak- 
ing peace, !6and that He might wreconcile 
them both to God in one body through 
the cross, thereby *putting to death the 
enmity. 17And He came and preached 
peace to you who were afar off and to 
those who were near. !8For »through Him 
we both have access 2by one Spirit to the 
Father. 


Christ Our Cornerstone 

19Now, therefore, you are no longer 
strangers and foreigners, but fellow citi- 
zens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 2°having been “built on 
the foundation of the «apostles and proph- 
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being ¢the chief 
cornerstone, 2!in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, grows into ¢a holy 
temple in the Lord, 22/in whom you also are 
being built together for a ¢dwelling place of 
God in the Spirit. 


The Mystery Revealed 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of 

Christ Jesus for you Gentiles— 2if in- 
deed you have heard of the dispensation of 
the grace of God “which was given to me 
for you, 3bhow that by revelation “He made 
known to me the mystery (as I have briefly 
written already, 4by which, when you read, 
you may understand my knowledge in the 
mystery of Christ), which in other ages 
was not made known to the sons of men, 
as it has now been revealed by the Spir- 
it to His holy apostles and prophets: that 
the Gentiles ¢should be fellow heirs, of the 
same body, and partakers of His promise 
in Christ through the gospel, 7¢of which I 
became a minister faccording to the gift of 
the grace of God given to me by £the effec- 
tive working of His power. 


Purpose of the Mystery 

8To me, "who am less than the least of 
all the saints, this grace was given, that I 
should preach among the Gentiles ‘the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, 9and to make all 
see what is the fellowship* of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the ages has 
been hidden in God who icreated all things 
through Jesus Christ;* 10kto the intent that 
now ‘the manifold wisdom of God might be 
made known by the church “to the princi- 
palities and powers in the heavenly places, 
Unaccording to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, !2in 
whom we have boldness and access °with 
confidence through faith in Him. !8°There- 
fore I ask that you do not lose heart at my 
tribulations for you, ¢which is your glory. 


Appreciation of the Mystery 

M4For this reason I bow my knees to the 
‘Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,* 5from 
whom the whole family in heaven and 


* 3:9 NU-Text and M-Text read stewardship (dis- 
pensation). ¢ NU-Text omits through Jesus Christ. 
* 3:14 NU-Text omits of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


2:14 the middle wall of separation. This was vividly 
portrayed by an actual partitioninthe temple area, with 
asign warning that any Gentile going beyond the Court 
of the Gentiles would receive swift and sudden death. 
2:15 one new man. In the early days of Christianity, 
the church was largely made up of Jews. But, under 
the direction of God's Spirit, the believers witnessed 
to Gentiles (Acts 10), who then soon outnumbered the 
Jewish members. As the two groups learned to work 
together, they became something completely new. 

2:20 the apostles and prophets. The early church 
was established on the teaching and preaching of 
the apostles. They were the foundation of the church. 
2:21 fitted together. This idea pictures the process 
in Roman construction whereby laborers would turn 
huge rocks around until they fit each other perfectly. 
3:5-6 the Gentiles should be fellow heirs. In Old 
Testament times people had only partial knowledge 
of God and His works. While Genesis pointed to the 


fact that God’s grace would come to the Gentiles 
(Gen. 12:3), no one understood that they would also 
be fully equal with the Jews. 

3:10 manifold wisdom. God's ways are not only 
“mysterious,” but also varied. Angels are also learning 
about God's wisdom as they watch His grace working 
in us (1 Cor. 11:10). 
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earth is named, !6that He would grant you, 
saccording to the riches of His glory, ‘to 
be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in “the inner man, !”"that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith; that 
you, “being rooted and grounded in love, 
18xmay be able to comprehend with all the 
saints »what is the width and length and 
depth and height— 1%to know the love of 
Christ which passes knowledge; that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

20Now ¢to Him who is able to do exceed- 
ingly abundantly Pabove all that we ask or 
think, caccording to the power that works 
in us, 2!¢to Him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 


Walk in Unity 
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, be- 
seech you to “walk worthy of the calling 


Ephesians 4:8 ™@ 1299 
with which you were called, 2with all low- 
liness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, 3endeav- 
oring to keep the unity of the Spirit bin the 
bond of peace. 4¢ There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; 5done Lord, ¢one faith, fone 
baptism; 6¢one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and "through all, and in you* all. 


Spiritual Gifts 

7But ‘to each one of us grace was given 
according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
8Therefore He says: 


i“When He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive, 
And gave gifts to men.”* 


*4:6 NU-Text omits you; M-Text reads us. 
*4:8 Psalm 68:18 


3:17 Christ may dwell in your hearts. Christ actually 
resides or makes His home in the believer's heart. 
3:21 The Purpose of the Church—The ultimate 
purpose of the church is to bring honor and glory to 
Jesus Christ. It does this as it fulfills its three purposes 
related to God's plan for the world. 

Worship—As the church worships, it continu- 
ally declares to believers and the world God’s view 
of reality. God is the world’s Creator and Sustainer. 
Through Jesus Christ, God has redeemed the world 
and provided a way of salvation for people who rebel 
against Him. 

Evangelism—The Great Commission in Matthew 
28 clearly points to evangelism as a primary pur- 
pose for the church. “Teaching” implies that there is 
more to evangelism than simply declaring the good 
news. Evangelism should lead to discipleship, which 
involves the work of helping the new believer reach 
full maturity in Christ. This happens much as a parent 
raises children, nurturing them in every way possi- 
ble so that they can grow. Christ makes baptism an 
important element in this process. In baptism, one 
indicates that he has been identified with Christ in 
His death, burial, and resurrection and that he wishes 
to be identified with the church. 

Edification—Ephesians 4:12 points to the fact that 
the saints need to be built up (that is equipped) to 
fully do the work of the church, namely the ministry 
of Christ to the world. This involves making believers 
aware of everything they have in Christ and how the 
Spirit’s gifts enable them to serve the body of Christ 
effectively. 

4:1 therefore... walk worthy of the calling with 
which you were called. The second half of Ephesians, 
like that of a number of Paul's epistles, emphasizes 
the behavior that should result from the doctrines or 
beliefs taught in the first half. 

4:2 lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering. 
These are the attitudes that Jesus demonstrated when 
He was on earth (Phil. 2:5-8). These attitudes do not 
come naturally, but must be cultivated by the determi- 
nation to place others above ourselves. Only the Spirit 
can empower us to treat people this way consistently. 

4:3 The Person of the Holy Spirit—Many people 
make the serious error of thinking of the Holy Spirit 
as only some kind of vague principle or influence. 
On the contrary, the Holy Spirit is as much a person 


(individual existence of a conscious being) as the 
Father and the Son. 

1. The personality of the Holy Spirit. The Bible 
speaks of the mind (Rom. 8:27) and will (1 Cor. 
2:11) of the Spirit. He is often described as speak- 
ing directly to men in the Book of Acts. During 
Paul’s second missionary journey, the apostle 
was forbidden by the Spirit to visit a certain mis- 
sion field (Acts 16:6—7) and then was instructed 

‘0 proceed toward another field of service (Acts 
16:10). It was God's Spirit who spoke directly to 
Christian leaders in the Antioch church, com- 
manding them to send Paul and Barnabas on 
heir first missionary journey (Acts 13:2). 

2. The deity of the Holy Spirit. He is not only a dis- 
inct being, but He is also God. As is God the 
Father, He too is everywhere at once (Ps. 139:7). 
As the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit has also 
existed forever (Heb. 9:14). He is often referred 
o as God in the Bible (Acts 5:34). Finally, the 
Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and Son. 
This is seen during the baptism of Christ (Matt. 
3:16-17) and is mentioned by Jesus Himself just 
prior to His ascension from the Mount of Olives 
Matt. 28:19-20). 

4:7 grace was given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. Like Peter (1 Pet. 4:10), Paul taught that 
all Christians have a spiritual gift or gifts. The gifts are 
given sovereignly by the ascended Christ in order to 
build up the church (1 Cor. 12:11). Thus the body of 
Christ is to function like a machine in which every 
part is essential for getting a job done. But, unlike a 
machine, the body of Christ should maintain itself 
and build every one of its members up so that they 
can do good works (1 Cor. 12:7). 

4:8 When He ascended on high. Paul quotes Psalm 
68:18 to picture the ascended Messiah triumphant 
over Satan and his hosts, distributing spiritual gifts 
to His people. 
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1300 ® Ephesians 4:9 
9k(Now this, “He ascended’—what does 
it mean but that He also first* descended 
into the lower parts of the earth? !©He who 
descended is also the One 'who ascended 
far above all the heavens, “that He might 
fill all things.) 

11And He Himself gave some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evange- 
lists, and some pastors and teachers, !2for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, "for the edifying of °the body of 
Christ, till we all come to the unity of the 
faith pand of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to 4a perfect man, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ; that 
we should no longer be "children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, 
in the cunning craftiness of sdeceitful plot- 
ting, 5but, speaking the truth in love, may 
grow up in all things into Him who is the 
thead—Christ— 1!6-from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by what ev- 
ery joint supplies, according to the effec- 
tive working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love. 


The New Man 


17This I say, therefore, and testify in the 
Lord, that you should vno longer walk as 
the rest of* the Gentiles walk, in the futility 
of their mind, !8having their understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God, because of the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the wblindness of their 
heart; !8xwho, being past feeling, Yhave giv- 
en themselves over to lewdness, to work all 
uncleanness with greediness. 

20But you have not so learned Christ, 
21if indeed you have heard Him and have 
been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
22that you 2put off, concerning your former 


conduct, the old man which grows corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, 23and “be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24and 
that you »put on the new man which was 
created according to God, in true righ- 
teousness and holiness. 


Do Not Grieve the Spirit 

25Therefore, putting away lying, ¢“Let 
each one of you speak truth with his 
neighbor,”* for <we are members of one 
another. 26e“Be angry, and do not sin”:* 
do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 
27inor give place to the devil. 28Let him 
who stole steal no longer, but rather 2let 
him labor, working with his hands what 
is good, that he may have something "to 
give him who has need. 29‘Let no corrupt 
word proceed out of your mouth, but ‘what 
is good for necessary edification, *that it 
may impart grace to the hearers. 3®And 
'do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of re- 
demption. 3!™Let all bitterness, wrath, 
anger, clamor, and "evil speaking be put 
away from you, °with all malice. 32And 
Pbe kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
aforgiving one another, even as God in 
Christ forgave you. 


Walk in Love 

Therefore be imitators of God as dear 

bchildren. 2And ¢walk in love, das Christ 
also has loved us and given Himself for us, 
an offering and a sacrifice to God efor a 
sweet-smelling aroma. 

3But fornication and all funcleanness 
or £covetousness, let it not even be named 
among you, as is fitting for saints; 4"neither 


*4:9 NU-Text omits first. * 4:17 NU-Text 
omits the rest of. *4:25 Zechariah 8:16 
* 4:26 Psalm 4:4 


4:11 apostles... prophets... evangelists... pas- 
tors and teachers. Apostles, meaning “envoys” or 
“ambassadors,” in its strict sense refers to those who 
saw Christ in resurrected form and were specially 
chosen by Christ to tell others about Him from their 
eyewitness accounts. Prophets delivered direct rev- 
elations from God. They foretold God's actions in the 
future and they proclaimed what God had already 
said in the Scriptures. Evangelists play a major role in 
bringing people into the body of Christ. Pastors func- 
tion as shepherds. They feed, nurture, care for, and 
protect the members of the body. The Greek ties in 
teacher with pastor. 

4:12-13 equipping of the saints for the work of min- 
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. Three 
stages of growth are presented here. Leaders are 
responsible to equip. The well-equipped saints do the 
work of the ministry, and the result is that the body is 
built up. The final goal is maturity, truth, and love. 
4:16 every joint... every part. There are no insig- 
nificant parts in the body (1 Cor. 12:14-27). Anything 
that builds up believers and the church can be said 
to be edifying. 

4:22-24 you put off... the old man. Paul compares 


the Christian life to stripping off the dirty clothes of a 
sinful past and putting on the snowy white robes of 
Christ's righteousness. 

4:30 the Holy Spirit of God. We should never push 
away, ignore, or reject the Holy Spirit. If we would 
remember that the One who lives in us is God’s own 
Spirit, we would be much more selective about what 
we think, read, watch, say, and do. 

5:1 imitators of God. Believers are to follow the 
example of God's actions. He loved us when we were 
still His enemies. 
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filthiness, nor ‘foolish talking, nor coarse 
jesting, which are not fitting, but rather 
kgiving of thanks. 5For this you know,* 
that no fornicator, unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, has any 
linheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 
God. Let no one deceive you with emp- 
ty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of dis- 
obedience. 7Therefore do not be ™partak- 
ers with them. 


Walk in Light 

8For you were once darkness, but now 
you are "light in the Lord. Walk as children 
of light 9(for othe fruit of the Spirit* is in 
all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 
10pfinding out what is acceptable to the 
Lord. 1And have ¢no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
expose them. !2'For it is shameful even to 
speak of those things which are done by 
them in secret. !8But sall things that are ex- 
posed are made manifest by the light, for 
whatever makes manifest is light. !4There- 
fore He says: 


t“Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, 
And Christ will give you light.” 


Ephesians 5:25 ™@ 1301 


Walk in Wisdom 


15uSee then that you walk circumspectly, 
not as fools but as wise, 16vredeeming the 
time, “because the days are evil. 

\7xTherefore do not be unwise, but 
yunderstand 2what the will of the Lord is. 
18 And ¢do not be drunk with wine, in which 
is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
19speaking to one another “in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making ‘melody in your heart to the Lord, 
20dgiving thanks always for all things to 
God the Father ¢in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2!/submitting to one another 
in the fear of God.* 


Marriage—Christ and the Church 

22;Wives, submit to your own husbands, 
as to the Lord. 23For "the husband is head 
of the wife, as also ‘Christ is head of the 
church; and He is the Savior of the body. 
24Therefore, just as the church is subject 
to Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
husbands ‘in everything. 

25kHusbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and 'gave 


*5:5 NU-Text reads For know this. *5:9 NU-Text 
reads light. *5:21 NU-Text reads Christ. 


5:12 in secret. This verse effectively bans Christians 
from indulging in the modern preoccupation with 
examining the lurid details of evils such as the occult 
and other perverted practices. 

5:16 redeeming the time. This means taking advan- 
tage of opportunities for service. Paul exhorts us to 
use as much time as is possible for advancing Christ's 
purposes in this world. 

5:18 drunk with wine. Just as a person who is drunk is 
under the control of alcohol, so a Spirit-filled believer 
is controlled by the Spirit. filled. Filling is a step 
beyond the sealing of the Holy Spirit (1:13). Sealing is 
an action God took at the point of our new birth. The 
tense of the Greek word translated filled indicates that 
filling is a moment-by-moment repeatable action. To 
be filled with the Spirit is to be controlled by the Spirit 
and is therefore crucial to successfully living the Chris- 
tian life. The imperative says that the believer is to be 
filled with the presence of the Spirit so that he comes 
to know God in all His fullness, living in relationship 
with Him. Out of this relationship, the believer is able 
to manifest Christlike character. The certainty of being 
filled with the Spirit may be confirmed by the believ- 
er’s faith and life. The believer must, of course, believe 
God's Word that meeting the conditions will result 
in the filling. The Spirit-filled person will exhibit the 
Christlike character described in Galatians 5:22-23 as 
the fruit of the Spirit. Included in that list are all the 
vibrant, attractive qualities desired by all Christians. 
Any Christian may be transformed by the filling of the 
Spirit and possess these qualities. 

5:19 singing and making melody. Most believe that 
these words refer to three larger categories: (1) the 
150 psalms in the Psalter, (2) hymns or compositions 
addressed directly to God, and (3) spiritual songs, 
hymns about the Christian experience. 

5:21-22 submitting. Verse 21 completes the 
thought of the previous verses (vv. 18-20), which 


address how being filled with the Spirit manifests 
itself in the believer's life. It also introduces the next 
section (5:22—6:4), about how members of a Chris- 
tian family should relate to each other. The Greek 
word for submit does not refer to being under the 
absolute control of another but to voluntarily placing 
oneself under the authority of another. 

5:22-24 Wives, submit. Just as Christ is not inferior 
to the Father, but is the second Person in the Trinity, 
so wives are equal to their own husbands. Yet, in a 
marriage relationship, a husband and wife have dif- 
ferent roles. A wife’s voluntary submission arises out 
of her own submission to Christ. 

5:25 Husbands, love. Paul does not emphasize the 
husband's authority; instead, he calls on husbands 
to love self-sacrificially. Husbands are to emulate 
Christ’s love, the kind of love that is willing to lay 
down one’s life for another. Christ also loved the 
church. The relationship between Christ and the 
church was initiated by Christ, who loved the church 
and gave Himself for it. The details of that relation- 
ship are described with seven images: 

1. The Shepherd and the sheep emphasizes both the 
warm leadership and protection of Christ and 
the helplessness and dependency of believers 
(John 10:1-18). 

2. The vine and the branches points out the neces- 
sity for Christians to depend on Christ’s sustain- 
ing strength for growth John 15:1-8). 
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1302 @ Ephesians 5:26 

Himself for her, 26that He might sanctify 
and cleanse her "with the washing of wa- 
ter "by the word, 27othat He might present 
her to Himself a glorious church, Pnot hav- 
ing spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but 
that she should be holy and without blem- 
ish. 28So husbands ought to love their own 
wives as their own bodies; he who loves his 
wife loves himself. 29For no one ever hated 
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes 
it, just as the Lord does the church. 3°For 
awe are members of His body,* of His flesh 
and of His bones. 3!'“For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the ‘two shall be- 
come one flesh.”* 32This is a great mys- 
tery, but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church. 33Nevertheless ‘let each one of you 
in particular so love his own wife as him- 
self, and let the wife see that she “respects 
her husband. 


Children and Parents 
Children, “obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right. 2”“Honor your 
father and mother,” which is the first com- 
mandment with promise: 3“that it may be 


well with you and you may live long on the 
earth.”* 

4And cyou, fathers, do not provoke your 
children to wrath, but “bring them up in the 
training and admonition of the Lord. 


Bondservants and Masters 

5eBondservants, be obedient to those 
who are your masters according to the 
flesh, fwith fear and trembling, #in sinceri- 
ty of heart, as to Christ; not with eyeser- 
vice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart, 7with goodwill doing service, as to 
the Lord, and not to men, ®&‘knowing that 
whatever good anyone does, he will receive 
the same from the Lord, whether he is a 
slave or free. 

9And you, masters, do the same things to 
them, giving up threatening, knowing that 
your own /Master also* is in heaven, and 
kthere is no partiality with Him. 


* 5:30 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 

*5:31 Genesis 2:24 *6:3 Deuteronomy 5:16 
*6:9 NU-Text reads He who is both their Master 
and yours. 


3. Christ as high priest and the church as a kingdom 
of priests stress the joyful worship, fellowship, 
and service which the church can render to 
God through Christ (Heb. 5:1—10; 7:1; 8:6; 1 Pet. 
2:5-9). 

4. The cornerstone and building stones (Matt. 
21:42) accents the foundational value of Christ 
to everything the church is and does, as well 
as Christ’s value to the unity of believers. Love 
is to be the mortar which solidly holds the liv- 
ing stones together (1 Cor. 3:9; 13:1-13; Eph. 
2:19-22; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

5. The head and many-membered body, the 
church is a vibrant organism, not merely an 
organization; it draws its vitality and direction 
from Christ, the Head, and each believer has a 
unique and necessary place in its growth (1 Cor. 
12:12-13,27; Eph. 4:4). 

6. The last Adam and new creation presents Christ 
as the initiator of a new creation of believers as 
Adam was of the old creation (1 Cor. 15:22,45; 
2 Cor. 5:17). 

. The bridegroom and bride beautifully empha- 
sizes the intimate fellowship and co-ownership 
existing between Christ and the church (Eph. 
5:25—33; Rev. 19:7-8; 21:9). 

5:31 the two shall become one flesh. Paul quotes 

Genesis 2:24, which teaches that the special union 

between husband and wife supersedes the original 

family ties. 

5:32 This is a great mystery. A sacred secret 

revealed is that Christian marriage parallels the union 

that exists spiritually between Christ and His bride, 
the church. 

6:1-4 Children, obey ... fathers, do not provoke. 

This paragraph has the beautiful balance we expect 

to find in God's Word: children are to obey their par- 

ents, and parents are to treat their children in sucha 
way that the children will want to obey. 

6:4 Parenting—The father is the parent responsible 


N 


for setting the pattern for the child's obedience in 
the family. The father’s responsibility is set forth in 
two ways: First, what the father is not to do—“do not 
provoke your children to wrath.” He is not to over- 
discipline them or rule the household in such a way 
that the child can only react in a rage. Second, what 
the father is to do—"“but bring them up in the train- 
ing and admonition of the Lord.” “Bring them up” 
involves three ideas: 

a. It is a continuous job. As long as the child is a 
dependent, the father is to be responsible for 
providing for the child so that he becomes what 
God wants him to be. 

b. It is a loving job. To “bring up” means literally to 
nourish tenderly; children should be objects of 
tender, loving care. 

. Itis a job that involves nurture and admonition. 
The child needs to be nurtured physically and 
spiritually. He also needs corrective discipline 
that will be effective in bringing about obe- 
dience to the Word of God (Prov. 13:24; 19:18; 
29:15-17). 

6:5 Bondservants, be obedient. Bondservants 
made up a large percentage of the population of the 
Roman Empire. These people were considered mere 
property and could be abused and even killed by 
their masters with no resulting investigation by the 
state. In the church, wealthy slave owners and their 
slaves broke bread together at the Lord’s Table as 
equals. 

6:6 not with eyeservice. Servants and employees 

should serve faithfully even when no one is looking. 

After all, God sees all that we do. 


a 
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The Whole Armor of God 

10Finally, my brethren, be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His might. "Put 
on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
12For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against "principalities, against 
powers, against "the rulers of the darkness 
of this age,* against spiritual hosts of wick- 
edness in the heavenly places. !80Therefore 
take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand Pin the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 

4Stand therefore, “having girded your 
waist with truth, "having put on the breast- 
plate of righteousness, sand having shod 
your feet with the preparation of the gos- 
pel of peace; !6above all, taking ‘the shield 
of faith with which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. !7And “take the helmet of salvation, 
and vthe sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; !8“praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 


Ephesians 6:24 ™ 1303 
xbeing watchful to this end with all per- 
severance and Ysupplication for all the 
saints— 1%and for me, that utterance may 
be given to me, 7that I may open my mouth 
boldly to make known the mystery of the 
gospel, 2°for which 2I am an ambassador 
in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as 
I ought to speak. 


A Gracious Greeting 

21But that you also may know my af- 
fairs and how I am doing, »Tychicus, a be- 
loved brother and cfaithful minister in the 
Lord, will make all things known to you; 
22dwhom I have sent to you for this very 
purpose, that you may know our affairs, 
and that he may ¢comfort your hearts. 

23Peace to the brethren, and love with 
faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all those 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincer- 
ity. Amen. 


*6:12 NU-Text reads rulers of this darkness. 


6:11 the whole armor of God. This equipment is the 
believer's protection against evil and the devil. Paul 
presented the extended metaphor of the battle dress 
roughly according to the order in which the various 
pieces were put on. 

6:12 For we donot wrestle. The real battle is not with 
human cultists, false religionists, atheists, agnostics, 
and pseudo-Christians, but with the demonic beings 
working through them. 

6:14 truth. This is a reference to integrity, a life of 
practical truthfulness and honesty. breastplate. |n 
Roman times this went completely around the body 
and was made of hard leather or metal. righteous- 
ness. This is not the righteousness of Christ, which all 
believers possess, but the practical, righteous charac- 
ter and deeds of the believer. 

6:15 the preparation of the gospel of peace. This 
may mean either that the gospel is the firm founda- 
tion on which Christians are to stand or that the Chris- 
tian soldier should be ready to go out to defend and 
spread the gospel. 

6:16 shield of faith. The Christian’s shield offers 
protection against all forms of evil. Flaming arrows 


could not penetrate the fireproof shield of the 
ancient Roman soldier, nor can the assaults of Satan 
penetrate to the believer who places his or her faith 
in God. 

6:17 the sword of the Spirit. This is the only offensive 
weapon in the believer's armor. This weapon is not 
necessarily the Bible as a whole, but the specific word 
that needs to be spoken ina specific situation. 
6:21-24 that you also may know my affairs. The 
last verses of Ephesians reveal Paul’s appreciation 
of the ministry of others, especially the ministry of 
Tychicus (Col. 4:7). The fact that this letter does not 
conclude with personal greetings, as Paul’s other 
letters do, may indicate that this was a circular let- 
ter, one intended for a number of churches around 
Ephesus. 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


PHILIPPIANS 


> AUTHOR: The external and internal evidence for the Pauline authorship of Phi- 
lippians is very strong, and there is scarcely any doubt that anyone but Paul wrote 
it. Paul's “Macedonian call” in Troas during his second missionary journey led to his 
ministry in Philippi with the conversion of Lydia and others. Internal evidence sug- 
gests that the epistle was written from Rome (1:3; 4:22), although some commen- 
tators argue for Caesarea or Ephesus. It seems that during the writing of this letter 
Paul’s life was at stake, and he was evidently awaiting the verdict of the imperial 
court (2:20-26). 
> TIME: c. A.D. 62 > KEY VERSES: Phil. 4:4-7 

> THEME: Even though Paul probably wrote this letter while imprisoned in Rome, 
the letter is often called the Epistle of Joy. It gives us valuable insight into key areas of 
the Christian life by helping understand how we should identify with Christ in a vari- 
ety of circumstances. We gain some insight into what Christian relationships should 
look like and what the content of our prayers for each other should be. Philippians 
also provides great insight in setting spiritual direction and determining practical 


priorities. Christians desiring to mature in the Lord will return to study it often. 


Greeting 
Paul and Timothy, bondservants of 
Jesus Christ, 


To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are 
in Philippi, with the bishops* and “deacons: 


2Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Thankfulness and Prayer 

3b] thank my God upon every remem- 
brance of you, 4always in cevery prayer of 
mine making request for you all with joy, 


5dfor your fellowship in the gospel from the 
first day until now, Sbeing confident of this 
very thing, that He who has begun ea good 
work in you will complete it until the day 
of Jesus Christ; 7just as it is right for me to 
think this of you all, because I have youinmy 
heart, inasmuch as both in my chains andin 
the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 
you all are partakers with me of grace. 8For 
God is my witness, how greatly I long for 
you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. 


* 1:1 Literally overseers 


1:1-11 To all the saints. This term means “holy 
ones” (those who are separated to God) and refers 
to all the believers in Philippi. bishops. This refers 
to those who watch over the spiritual welfare of the 
local church. deacons. This is a reference to those 
who serve the congregation in special service capac- 
ities. They were charged with handling the physical 
and material concerns of the church (Acts 6:1-7). In 
the first few verses, Paul reveals his great love for the 
Philippians. He thinks of them often (vv. 3-6), he is 
concerned about them (vv. 7-8), and he regularly 
prays for them (vv. 9-11). 

1:3 | thank. The tense of the Greek verb indicates that 
Paul was continually thankful to God for the Philippian 
Christians. upon every remembrance of you. Every 
time God brought them to his mind, Paul gave thanks. 
1:4 joy. This is the first of five uses of the Greek word 
for joy in the letter (v. 25; 2:2,29; 4:1). Paul also uses the 
Greek word for rejoice eight times in this letter (v. 18; 
2:17-18,28; 3:1; 4:4). 

1:5 fellowship. This term is a commercial term for a 
joint-partnership in a business venture in which all 


parties actively participate to ensure the success of 
the business. In the Christian community, the word 
expresses intimacy with Christ (1 Cor. 1:9). 

1:6 until. This word can also be translated “as far as.” 
It expresses progress toward a goal and indicates that 
a time is coming when God will completely finish His 
work among the Philippian Christians. 

1:7 right. This word conveys a sense of moral 
uprightness and is often translated throughout the 
New Testament as “righteous.” In this context, the 
word indicates that Paul’s thoughts regarding the 
Philippians were in perfect accord with God's will. 
confirmation. Used only here and in Hebrews 6:16 in 
the New Testament, this word is a legal and commer- 
cial term meaning “a validating guarantee.” 

1:8 the affection of Jesus Christ. The word trans- 
ated “affection” literally means the internal organs, 
regarded by the first century reader as the center of 


1:31 Cor. 1:4 
1:6 © John 6:29] 


1:1 7[1 Tim. 3:8-13] 
1:54 [Rom. 12:13] 


1:4¢Eph. 1:16 


§And this I pray, that your love may 
abound still more and more in knowledge 
and all discernment, that you may ap- 
prove the things that are excellent, that 
you may be sincere and without offense 
till the day of Christ, "being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness fwhich are by Jesus 
Christ, ¢to the glory and praise of God. 


Christ Is Preached 

12But I want you to know, brethren, that 
the things which happened to me have ac- 
tually turned out for the furtherance of the 
gospel, !8so that it has become evident "to 
the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, 
that my chains are in Christ; !4and most of 
the brethren in the Lord, having become 
confident by my chains, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. 

15Some indeed preach Christ even from 
envy and strife, and some also from good- 
will: 16The former* preach Christ from 
selfish ambition, not sincerely, suppos- 
ing to add affliction to my chains; !7but 
the latter out of love, knowing that I am 
appointed for the defense of the gospel. 
18What then? Only that in every way, 
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and 
will rejoice. 


Philippians 1:27, @ 1305 
To Live Is Christ 

19For I know that ‘this will turn out for 
my deliverance through your prayer and 
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
20according to my earnest expectation and 
hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, 
but ‘with all boldness, as always, so now 
also Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether by life “or by death. 2!For to me, 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22But if 
I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit 
from my labor; yet what I shall choose I 
cannot tell. 23For* I am hard-pressed be- 
tween the two, having a !desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is ™far better. 
24Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is 
more needful for you. 25And being confi- 
dent of this, I know that I shall remain and 
continue with you all for your progress and 
joy of faith, 26that "your rejoicing for me 
may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by 
my coming to you again. 


Striving and Suffering for Christ 
270nly °let your conduct be worthy of the 

gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and 

see you or am absent, I may hear of your 


* 1:16 NU-Text reverses the contents of verses 16 
and17. *1:23 NU-Text and M-Text read But. 


the deepest feelings. Whereas the heart is the seat of 
reflection, Paul now speaks of his deep feelings for 
the believers. His feelings for the Philippians were 
like those of Jesus Christ, who loved them and died 
for them. 

1:9 love. The kind of love that Paul sought for the 
believers is the highest form of Christian love, based 
on a lasting, unconditional commitment, not on an 
unstable emotion. knowledge. The first of two terms 
on which a directed love is built, knowledge suggests 
an intimate understanding based on a relationship 
with a person. Here the focus of this knowledge is 
God. discernment. Found only here in the New Testa- 
ment, the Greek word means moral or ethical under- 
standing based on both the intellect and the senses. 
1:10 that you may approve. This verb is used in 
ancient literature for the testing of gold to determine 
its purity and for trying oxen to assess their useful- 
ness for the task at hand. 

1:12 furtherance. This phrase could suggest a pio- 
neer beating or cutting a path through a densely 
forested area. Paul's imprisonment was a strategic 
advance in the kingdom of God because it was clear- 
ing the way for the gospel to penetrate the ranks of 
the Roman military. 

1:13 palace guard. This is a reference to the prae- 
torian guard, a force consisting of several thousand 
highly trained, elite soldiers of the Roman Empire 
who were headquartered at Rome. For the one to 
two years that Paul had been under house arrest in 
Rome, different soldiers had taken turns guarding 
him. Although Paul could not go to the world to 
preach, in this way God brought the world to Paul. In 
an ironic twist, they were the captives and Paul was 
free to preach. 

1:18 in pretense or in truth. Whether the preach- 
ing was done for false motives or pure, whether for 


appearance’s sake or for the sake of what was right, 
Paul was pleased that the gospel was being spread. 
1:19 deliverance. In the New Testament this word 
is used for physical healing, rescue from danger or 
death, justification, sanctification, and glorification. 
1:20 be magnified. Paul was committed to ensuring 
that Christ would be made even more conspicuous in 
his own life than ever. He was not relying on himself 
to magnify Christ but looked to the Holy Spirit (v. 19) 
to magnify Christ in him (John 16:14). 

1:21 Christ... gain. Paul would experience gain in 
his own death because he would be with Christ (v. 23). 
In fact, Paul may have been expressing his confidence 
that his imprisonment had furthered the gospel; God 
would also use his death to further His kingdom. 

1:22 what I shall choose | cannot tell. Paul was in 
a dilemma because he clearly saw the advantages 
of both life and death, for the Christian life meant an 
opportunity to minister to people like the Philippians 
(v. 24), while death meant being with Christ his Savior. 
1:25 your progress. Paul was not satisfied that the 
Philippian Christians should simply be saved, but that 
they should advance to maturity in Christ. 

1:27 let your conduct. The word used could refer 
to discharging the obligations of a citizen. Because 
Philippi held the privileged status of a Roman colony, 
its citizens understood the responsibilities associated 
with citizenship. Paul here commanded them to shift 
their perspective from the earthly realm to the heav- 
enly one. They should live in this world as citizens of 
another world, the heavenly kingdom. Their conduct 
should reveal their heavenly citizenship. 
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1:27 ° Eph. 4:1 


1306 ® Philippians 1:28 

affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, 
Pwith one mind “striving together for the 
faith of the gospel, 28and not in any way ter- 
rified by your adversaries, which is to them 
a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation,* 
and that from God. ?9For to you "it has been 
granted on behalf of Christ, snot only to be- 
lieve in Him, but also to ‘suffer for His sake, 
30uhaving the same conflict which you saw 
in me and now hear is in me. 


Unity Through Humility 

Therefore if there is any consolation 

in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any ¢affection 
and mercy, 2fulfill my joy cby being like- 
minded, having the same love, being of 
done accord, of one mind. 3eLet nothing be 
done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but fin lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself. 48Let each of 
you look out not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of “others. 


The Humbled and Exalted Christ 


siLet this mind be in you which was also 
in Christ Jesus, who, ‘being in the form of 


God, did not consider it robbery to be equal 
with God, 7kbut made Himself of no repu- 
tation, taking the form of a bondservant, 
and ™coming in the likeness of men. 8And 
being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and "became °obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross. 9»Therefore God also chas highly ex- 
alted Him and rgiven Him the name which 
is above every name, !°sthat at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those 
under the earth, “and ‘that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 


Light Bearers 

12Therefore, my beloved, “as you have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, 
vwork out your own salvation with wfear 
and trembling; !8for it is God who works 
in you both to will and to do »for His good 
pleasure. 

M4Do all things without complaining 


* 1:28 NU-Text reads of your salvation. 


1:28 terrified. This word is a strong term that is used 
for the terror of a panicked horse. The Philippians are 
not to be terror-stricken in the face of their enemies. 
1:29 to suffer for His sake. Suffering matures us as 
Christians in the present (James 1:2—4) and enables 
us to be glorified with Christ in the future (Rom. 8:17). 
2:1 if... if... if. The conditional clauses in this 
verse indicate certainties, not “maybes.” Each if here 
expresses the idea of “since,” and each following 
clause may be considered to be true. 

2:2 being like-minded. |n this verse the apostle sets 
forth a fourfold appeal that expresses one major 
idea—namely, the unity of the church. Paul is strongly 
emphasizing the unity that should exist between 
believers and how they must single-mindedly strive 
together to advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

2:3 esteem others better than himself. This verb 
indicates a thorough analysis of the facts in order to 
reach a correct conclusion about the matter. In other 
words, each Philippian Christian was to properly 
assess himself or herself. Such an assessment would 
lead to valuing others. 

2:5 Let this mind. All godly action begins with the 
renewing of the mind. Right thinking produces right 
actions. Our actions are the fruit of our deepest 
thoughts. in you. Thinking and being like Christ are 
requirements not only for an individual but also for 
the corporate body of believers. Together, we need to 
think and act like one being, like the Person of Jesus 
Christ. 

2:6 did not consider it robbery. Because Christ was 
God, He did not look on sharing God's nature as “rob- 
bery,” as though He did not already possess it, or as 
“a thing to be retained,” as though He might lose it. 
2:7 made Himself of no reputation. Christ did this 
by taking on the form of a servant. In doing this, He 
did not empty Himself of any part of His essence as 
God. Instead, He gave up His privileges as God and 
took upon Himself existence as a man. While remain- 
ing completely God, He became completely human. 


form. Jesus added to His divine essence (v. 6) a ser- 
vant’s essence, that is, the essential characteristics of 
a human being seeking to fulfill the will of another. 
Paul does not say that Christ exchanged the form of 
God for the form of a servant, involving a loss of deity 
or the attributes of deity. Rather, in the incarnation, 
Christ continued in the very nature of God but added 
to Himself the nature of a servant. 

2:8 He humbled Himself. Jesus willingly took the 
role of a servant; no one forced Him to do it. obedi- 
ent. Although He never sinned and did not deserve 
to die, He chose to die so that the sins of the world 
could be charged to His account. Subsequently, He 
could credit His righteousness to the account of all 
who believe in Him (2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 1:4). even the 
death of the cross. Paul describes the depths of 
Christ’s humiliation by reminding his readers that 
Christ died by the cruelest form of capital punish- 
ment, crucifixion. The Jews viewed death on a cross 
as a curse from God (Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13). 

2:11 confess. The term Paul uses is a strong, inten- 
sive verb, which means “agree with” or “say the same 
thing.” Essentially Paul is saying that everyone will 
unanimously affirm what God the Father has already 
stated (Is. 45:23): that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

2:12 work out. The Greek term speaks of the present 
deliverance of the Philippians. The word translated 
work out is used by a first century author to speak 
of digging silver out of silver mines. Thus, salvation 
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and disputing, that you may become 
blameless and harmless, children of God 
without fault in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world, !6holding fast 
the word of life, so that ‘I may rejoice in the 
day of Christ that 4I have not run in vain or 
labored in ¢vain. 

17Yes, and if I am being poured out as a 
drink offering on the sacrifice and service 
of your faith, "I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18For the same reason you also be 
glad and rejoice with me. 


Timothy Commended 

19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send 
'Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be 
encouraged when I know your state. 2°For I 
have no one ‘like-minded, who will sincere- 
ly care for your state. 2!For all seek their 
own, not the things which are of Christ 
Jesus. 22But you know his proven charac- 
ter, that as a son with his father he served 
with me in the gospel. 23 Therefore I hope 
to send him at once, as soon as I see how it 
goes with me. 24But I trust in the Lord that 
I myself shall also come shortly. 


Epaphroditus Praised 

25Yet I considered it necessary to send 
to you 'Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow 
worker, and fellow soldier, "but your mes- 
senger and °the one who ministered to my 
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need; 26»since he was longing for you all, 
and was distressed because you had heard 
that he was sick. 27For indeed he was sick 
almost unto death; but God had mercy on 
him, and not only on him but on me also, 
lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
28Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, 
that when you see him again you may re- 
joice, and I may be less sorrowful. 29Receive 
him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, 
and hold such men in esteem; 2°because for 
the work of Christ he came close to death, 
not regarding his life, ¢to supply what was 
lacking in your service toward me. 


All for Christ 

Finally, my brethren, “rejoice in the 

Lord. For me to write the same things 
to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe. 

2bBeware of dogs, beware of evil work- 
ers, 2beware of the mutilation! 3For we 
are ¢the circumcision, ‘who worship God 
in the Spirit,* rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh, 4though £1 
also might have confidence in the flesh. If 
anyone else thinks he may have confidence 
in the flesh, I "more so: 5circumcised the 
eighth day, of the stock of Israel, iof the 
tribe of Benjamin, ja Hebrew of the He- 
brews; concerning the law, *a Pharisee; 


* 3:3 NU-Text and M-Text read who worship in the 
Spirit of God. 


can be compared to a huge gift that needs to be 
unwrapped for one’s thorough enjoyment. Note that 
Paul is encouraging the Philippians to develop and 
work out their salvation, but not to work for their sal- 
vation. 

2:15 crooked and perverse generation. Paul de- 
scribes the world as being the opposite of Christian. 
On the one hand, the world is turned away from the 
truth, while on the other hand, it exerts a corrupting 
influence that is opposed to the truth. 

2:17 poured out. Paul was probably saying that he 
was presently being offered as a living sacrifice on 
behalf of the faith of the Philippians. sacrifice. This 
means primarily the act of offering something to God. 
2:19 Timothy. He had accompanied Paul on his 
second missionary journey, during which time they 
had established the church at Philippi. Timothy was 
apparently well loved by the Philippians, and he in 
turn exhibited a great concern for them. 

2:22 as a son with his father. In New Testament 
times a son who served his father did so to learn 
the family trade. Serving in this way meant learning 
all about the business and being willing to obey the 
teacher in order to become as skillful as possible in 
the work. 

2:25 Epaphroditus. He was a Philippian Christian 
sent by the church in Philippi to take a gift to Paul and 
to assist Paul in his ministry. 

2:27 sick almost unto death. Paul was making cer- 
tain that the Philippians understood the effort that 
Epaphroditus had made for the cause of Christ. His 
condition had been far worse than perhaps they had 
imagined. Paul viewed Epaphroditus’s healing as 
God's direct intervention. 


3:2 Beware of dogs. |n New Testament times, dogs 
were hated scavengers. The term came to be used for 
all who had morally impure minds. the mutilation. 
Paul here points sarcastically and specifically to those 
who desire to reinstate Jewish religious practices as 
necessary for salvation. He chooses a term that lit- 
erally means “to cut.” By doing so, he suggests that 
these people do not even understand the truth about 
the Old Testament practice of circumcision. 

3:3 the circumcision. Paul defines this as a matter 
of the heart and not of the flesh. He reveals three 
aspects: (1) worshiping God in the Spirit; (2) rejoicing 
in Christ; and (3) placing no confidence in any human 
honor or accomplishment as a means to reach God. 
3:5 eighth day. Paul’s parents obeyed God's law and 
had Paul circumcised on the appropriate day after 
his birth (Lev. 12:2-3). tribe of Benjamin. This tribe 
was highly regarded because it had produced the 
first king of Israel and had remained loyal to David. 
Hebrew of the Hebrews. This description of Paul may 
indicate that (1) both his parents were Jews, (2) he 
was a model Jew, or (3) he was educated completely 
as a Jew. Pharisee. They rigorously followed and 
defended the letter of the Jewish law. 
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Sconcerning zeal, 'persecuting the church; 
concerning the righteousness which is in 
the law, blameless. 

7But what things were gain to me, these 
I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed 
T also count all things loss "for the excel- 
lence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and count them as rubbish, that 
I may gain Christ 9and be found in Him, 
not having °my own righteousness, which 
is from the law, but Pthat which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is 
from God by faith; that I may know Him 
and the ¢power of His resurrection, and 
tthe fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death, "if, by any means, 
I may ‘attain to the resurrection from the 
dead. 


Pressing Toward the Goal 

12Not that I have already tattained, or 
am already “perfected; but I press on, that 
I may lay hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus has also laid hold of me. !8Brethren, 
I do not count myself to have apprehended; 
but one thing I do, vforgetting those things 
which are behind and “reaching forward 
to those things which are ahead, !4*I press 
toward the goal for the prize of ythe up- 
ward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Therefore let us, as many as are 7ma- 
ture, “have this mind; and ifin anything you 


think otherwise, ’God will reveal even this 
to you. !6Nevertheless, to the degree that 
we have already attained, ‘let us walk “by 
the same rule,* let us be of the same mind. 


Our Citizenship in Heaven 

17Brethren, ¢join in following my exam- 
ple, and note those who so walk, as fyou 
have us for a pattern. !8For many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are “the en- 
emies of the cross of Christ: 19»whose end 
is destruction, ‘whose god is their belly, 
and iwhose glory is in their shame—’who 
set their mind on earthly things. 2°For ‘our 
citizenship is in heaven, ™from which we 
also "eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2!owho will transform our 
lowly body that it may be »conformed to 
His glorious body, “according to the work- 
ing by which He is able even to "subdue all 
things to Himself. 

Therefore, my beloved and ¢longed-for 

brethren, "my joy and crown, so ‘stand 
fast in the Lord, beloved. 


Be United, Joyful, and in Prayer 

2] implore Euodia and I implore Synty- 
che ¢to be of the same mind in the Lord. 
3And* I urge you also, true companion, 


* 3:16 NU-Text omits rule and the rest of the verse. 
*4:3 NU-Text and M-Text read Yes. 


3:7 loss. This word indicates that which is damaged 
or of no further use (v. 8). Those things that Paul 
thought to be important became unimportant after 
confronting the resurrected Messiah. 

3:8 rubbish. This word means anything that is 
detestable or worthless. All things of this world are 
dung compared to Christ. Even our righteousness is 
like filthy rags (Is. 64:6). 

3:10 power of His resurrection. Paul does not say 
the power “in” His resurrection, which would specify 
the power of the one-time event of His resurrection. 
Rather, Paul seeks the ongoing power that is the 
day-to-day experience of being in Christ. fellowship 
of His sufferings. Paul sees the value of participat- 
ing in the persecutions or struggles that naturally 
accompany one who is in partnership with Christ and 
His sufferings. being conformed to His death. Paul 
desires to imitate Christ—even in His death. In other 
words, Paul wants to be completely obedient to God 
the Father, just as Jesus was obedient to His Father's 
will (Luke 22:42). 

3:12 perfected. The Greek term means mature or 
complete, finished. It does not specifically mean a 
moral or sinless perfection. Paul is not speaking of 
moral perfection or righteousness but of reaching 
the state of completion as a Christian. lay hold. This 
phrase adds the idea of overtaking by surprise to the 
sense of seizing some object. Paul urgently wants to 
“grab hold of” God as God had laid hold of him. 

3:13 forgetting. Paul was indicating that it is an 
ongoing process. He might even be implying that he 
wanted to forget everything so that he would not rest 
on his past successes in Christ, but continue to labor 
for the Lord. 


3:16 let us walk. Paul commands the Philippians to 
conduct themselves as soldiers who “march in line” 
together, organized each in his proper position. 

3:17 example. The word indicates an exact repre- 
sentation of the original. The example of Paul's life is 
so evident that one can readily see it and use it as a 
pattern for living. 

3:19 glory is in their shame. The things in which 
they take pride actually are the things that will bring 
disgrace or humiliation to them, things of which they 
should have been ashamed. 

3:20 citizenship is in heaven. Here Paul presents a 
direct contrast to the earthly focus of enemies of the 
cross in verse 19. The eager desire of Christians is not 
earthly things, but a heavenly Person, the Savior. 
3:21 conformed to His glorious body. Our bodies 
now are weak and susceptible to sin, disease, and 
death. But God will change our bodies to resemble 
Christ's glorious resurrection body. 

4:2 Euodia... Syntyche. What is written here is all 
that is known about the two women and their dis- 
pute. Paul does not take sides in the argument, but 
instead encourages them to be reconciled. 
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help these women who ¢labored with me in 
the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest 
of my fellow workers, whose names are in 
ithe Book of Life. 

4sRejoice in the Lord always. Again I 
will say, rejoice! 

5Let your gentleness be known to all 
men. "The Lord is at hand. 

6iBe anxious for nothing, but in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication, with 
ithanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God; 7and the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 


Meditate on These Things 

8Finally, brethren, whatever things are 
true, whatever things are noble, whatev- 
er things are "just, whatever things are 
pure, whatever things are Plovely, what- 
ever things are of good report, if there 
is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 
9The things which you learned and re- 
ceived and heard and saw in me, these do, 
and “the God of peace will be with you. 


Philippian Generosity 

10But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that 
now at last "your care for me has flourished 
again; though you surely did care, but you 
lacked opportunity. !!Not that I speak in re- 
gard to need, for I have learned in whatever 
state I am, sto be content: 124] know how to 
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be abased, and I know how to abound. Ev- 
erywhere and in all things I have learned 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need. 181 can do all 
things “through Christ* who strength- 
ens me. 

M4Nevertheless you have done well that 
vyou shared in my distress. 5Now you Phi- 
lippians know also that in the beginning of 
the gospel, when I departed from Macedo- 
nia, ™no church shared with me concern- 
ing giving and receiving but you only. !6For 
even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and 
again for my necessities. !7Not that I seek 
the gift, but I seek *the fruit that abounds 
to your account. !8Indeed I have all and 
abound. I am full, having received from 
yEpaphroditus the things sent from you, za 
sweet-smelling aroma, “an acceptable sac- 
rifice, well pleasing to God. 18And my God 
bshall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 2°¢-Now 
to our God and Father be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 


Greeting and Blessing 

21Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The 
brethren ¢who are with me greet you. 22All 
the saints greet you, but especially those 
who are of Caesar’s household. 

23The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all.* Amen. 


*4:13 NU-Text reads Him who. 
reads your spirit. 


* 4:23 NU-Text 


4:4 Rejoice in the Lord. The joy of Christians is not 
based on agreeable circumstances; instead, it is 
based on their relationship to God. Christians will face 
trouble in this world, but they should rejoice in the 
trials they face because they know God is using those 
situations to improve their character. 

4:6 Be anxious for nothing. Paul prohibits the Phi- 
lippians from worrying about their own problems. 
Instead, they are to commit their problems to God in 
prayer, trusting that He will provide deliverance. 

4:7 will guard. Paul’s choice of a military term 
“guard” implies that the mind is in a battle zone and 
needs to be protected by a “military guard” since 
the purpose of such a guard in a wartime situation 
is either to prevent a hostile invasion or to keep the 
inhabitants of a besieged city from escaping. 

4:9 learned. This verb conveys not only the concept 
of “increasing in intellectual knowledge,” but also the 
idea of “learning by habitual practice.” In some areas 
of their Christian development, the Philippians had 
been excellent disciples of Paul, practicing what he 
had taught. 

4:11 content. The word literally means “self-suffi- 
cient.” In Stoic philosophy this Greek word described 
a person who dispassionately accepted whatever 


circumstances brought. For the Greeks, this content- 
ment came from personal sufficiency. But for Paul, 
true sufficiency is found in the strength of Christ. 
4:17 account. Paul uses business terminology. The 
Philippians’ gift was producing spiritual profit, just as 
money deposited in a bank account accrues interest. 
But Paul was not as concerned with their gift as with 
the development in the Philippians of the spiritual 
ability to give. 

4:20 Amen. The Jewish practice of closing prayers 
with the word amen carried over to the Christian 
church as well. When found at the end of a sentence, 
as it is here, the word can be translated “so be it” or 
“may it be fulfilled.” At the beginning of a sentence, it 
means “surely,” “truly,” or “most assuredly.” 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


COLOSSIANS 


> AUTHOR: The external testimony to the Pauline authorship of Colossians is an- 
cient and consistent, and the internal evidence is also very good. It not only claims 
to be written by Paul (1:1,23; 4:18), but the personal details and close parallels with 
Ephesians and Philemon make the case even stronger. It is evident from 1:4-8 and 
2:1 that Paul had never visited the church at Colosse, which was founded by Epa- 
phras. On his third missionary journey, Paul devoted almost three years to an Asian 
ministry centered in Ephesus (Acts 19:10; 20:31), and Epaphras probably came to 
Christ during this time. He then carried the gospel to cities like Colosse in the Lycus 
Valley. Epaphras visited Paul in prison (4:12) and his report concerning the church in 
Colosse prompted this epistle. 

> TIME: c. A.D. 60-61 > KEY VERSES: Col. 2:9-10 

> THEME: The problem of the Colossian church was similar to what we experience 
in many churches today. This is often called syncretism, the tendency to regard oth- 
er philosophies and religions as equally valid as Christianity. The people in Colosse 
wanted to believe Christian truth, but they also wanted to hang on to their old beliefs 
by blending them with the gospel. Paul's purpose in this letter is to settle once and 
for all the issue of Christ’s centrality and supremacy. He writes to restore Jesus, the 
Messiah, to the center of these believers’ lives. Here we can see Paul’s unwavering 
confidence in the incomparability of Christ, as it has completely shaped his views on 


all of life. He writes to introduce the Colossians to this same vision. 


Greeting 
Paul, ¢an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, and Timothy our brother, 


2To the saints band faithful brethren in 
Christ who are in Colosse: 


cGrace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.* 


Their Faith in Christ 

3dWe give thanks to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 
for you, 4¢since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of fyour love for all the 
saints; 5because of the hope ¢which is laid 
up for you in heaven, of which you heard 


before in the word of the truth of the gos- 
pel, 6which has come to you, "as it has 
also in all the world, and ‘is bringing forth 
fruit,* as it is also among you since the day 
you heard and knew ‘the grace of God in 
truth; 7as you also learned from *Epaphras, 
our dear fellow servant, who is 'a faithful 
minister of Christ on your behalf, 8who 
also declared to us your ™love in the Spirit. 


Preeminence of Christ 
§nFor this reason we also, since the day 
we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 


* 1:2 NU-Text omits and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
* 1:6 NU-Text and M-Text add and growing. 


1:1 an apostle. Paul calls himself an apostle, a word 
whose root means “to send.” The Greek word was 
first used for a cargo ship or fleet, but later denoted 
a commander of a fleet. The New Testament employs 
the word to signify an approved spokesman sent as a 
personal representative. 

1:2 saints. The Greek term means “holy people.” 
The essence of “holiness” is being set apart to God. 
All believers are saints, not because they are perfect, 
but because they belong to God. in Christ. This is a 
favorite expression of the apostle Paul, used some 80 
times in his letters. 

1:4-8 faith... love... hope. Paul often uses these 
three terms together (Rom. 5:2-5; 1 Cor. 13:13; 


1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8). Faith is in Christ. Love flows from 
faith and proves the genuineness of one’s faith 
(James 2:14—26). Hope refers to the result of faith, the 
treasure laid up in heaven. 

1:9 all wisdom and spiritual understanding. Wis- 
dom is the practical outworking of knowledge (James 
3:17), and that knowledge cannot be separated from 
the spiritual understanding that comes through the 
discernment given by the Holy Spirit. 
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and to ask °that you may be filled with ’the 
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding; !9rthat you may 
walk worthy of the Lord, sfully pleasing 
Him, ‘being fruitful in every good work 
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 
llvstrengthened with all might, according 
to His glorious power, “for all patience and 
longsuffering «with joy; !2ygiving thanks to 
the Father who has qualified us to be par- 
takers of 2the inheritance of the saints in 
the light. He has delivered us from “the 
power of darkness band conveyed us into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love, '4cin 
whom we have redemption through His 
blood,* the forgiveness of sins. 

15He is “the image of the invisible God, 
ethe firstborn over all creation. 16For fby 
Him all things were created that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers. All things 
were created "through Him and for Him. 
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17iAnd He is before all things, and in Him 
jall things consist. 18And *He is the head 
of the body, the church, who is the begin- 
ning, 'the firstborn from the dead, that in 
all things He may have the preeminence. 


Reconciled in Christ 

19For it pleased the Father that "in Him 
all the fullness should dwell, 2%and "by Him 
to reconcile °all things to Himself, by Him, 
whether things on earth or things in heav- 
en, Phaving made peace through the blood 
of His cross. 

21And you, twho once were alienated and 
enemies in your mind "by wicked works, 
yet now He has Sreconciled 22tin the body 
of His flesh through death, “to present you 
holy, and blameless, and above reproach in 
His sight— 23if indeed you continue Vin the 
faith, grounded and steadfast, and are “not 


* 1:14 NU-Text and M-Text omit through His blood. 


1:10 walk worthy of the Lord. Paul wanted the 
Colossians to live in a manner that adequately 
reflected what God had done for them and was 
doing in them. Being “worthy of God” is a phrase that 
occurs in ancient pagan inscriptions throughout Asia. 
It pictures someone's life being weighed on scales to 
determine its worth. 

1:12 qualified us. This means to be able or quali- 
fied for a task. Believers can never be qualified on 
their own; instead, God must make them sufficient 
through Jesus Christ. The tense of the verb points to 
“qualifying” as an act in the past rather than a pro- 
cess. 

1:13 delivered . . . conveyed. God has liberated 
believers from the dominion of darkness. The apostle 
uses the common symbolism of light and darkness 
for good and evil, for God’s kingdom and Satan’s 
kingdom, that is found throughout the New Testa- 
ment. The kingdom from which believers have been 
rescued is the kingdom of darkness. 

1:14 redemption. The Greek word points naturally to 
the payment of a price or ransom for the release of a 
slave. They are freed from bondage to sin by forgive- 
ness through the blood of Jesus (Eph. 1:7). 

1:15 firstborn over all creation. Verses 15-20 are 
thought to be an early Christian hymn celebrating the 
supremacy of Christ. Firstborn could denote a priority 
in time or in rank. The word does not describe Christ 
as the first being created in time because the hymn 
proclaims that all things were “created by Him” and 
that “He is before all things.” Being firstborn referred 
more to rank and privilege than to order of birth. 
1:16 All things were created through Him and for 
Him. Not only did Jesus create all things, everything 
was created for His purposes (Heb. 1:2, where Christ is 
said to be the “heir of all things”). 

1:18 head of the body. No one should underestimate 
the significance of the church, for it is in fact Christ’s 
body. The sovereign Creator of the universe, as Head 
of the church, provides leadership and oversight 
over it. 

1:19 fullness. The opponents of Paul, and later the 
Greek Gnostics, seem to have used this word as a 
technical term for the sphere between heaven and 
earth where a hierarchy of angels lived. The Gnostics 


viewed Christ as one of many spirits existing in this 
hierarchy between God and all people. However, 
Paul used the term fullness to refer to the complete 
embodiment of God. 

1:20-22 Jesus Pays the Price—Salvation is a free 
gift, but it is not a cheap one. It costs us nothing, but 
it cost God dearly—it cost Jesus His life. In physically 
dying on the cross, Jesus sacrificed Himself and sat- 
isfied the debt that we had incurred through sin, so 
that it is possible for God and man to be reconciled. 
As Jesus hung on the cross, He cried, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:46). Jesus 
was separated from God the Father so that we do 
not have to be. This is the heart of the atonement 
(becoming at one with God). The marvel of it all is 
that He did this while we were His enemies: “But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
1:20-21 reconcile all things. This phrase shows the 
significance of Christ’s work on the cross. It does not 
mean that all people will be saved, since many pas- 
sages clearly say that unbelievers will suffer eternal 
separation from God (Matt. 25:46). 

1:22 holy, and blameless, and above reproach. 
We who were once enemies of God and alienated by 
our own wicked works will one day be presented as 
above reproach on account of Christ’s death for us. 
1:23 if indeed you continue in the faith. The perse- 
verance of the Colossians was proof of the reconciling 
work of Christ on their behalf. every creature under 
heaven. Paul uses this exaggeration to illustrate the 
rapid spread of the gospel. Compare Acts 17:6 where 
the apostles are said to have turned the world upside 
down, even though their ministry, up to that point, 
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moved away from the hope of the gospel 
which you heard, *which was preached to 
every creature under heaven, Yof which I, 
Paul, became a minister. 


Sacrificial Service for Christ 

242] now rejoice in my sufferings ¢for 
you, and fill up in my flesh what is lack- 
ing in the afflictions of Christ, for ‘the 
sake of His body, which is the church, 
250f which I became a minister according 
to ¢the stewardship from God which was 
given to me for you, to fulfill the word of 
God, 26ethe mystery which has been hidden 
from ages and from generations, fbut now 
has been revealed to His saints. 27To them 
God willed to make known what are "the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles: which* is ‘Christ in you, ithe 
hope of glory. 28Him we preach, *warning 
every man and teaching every man in all 
wisdom, ‘that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus. 29To this end I also 
labor, striving according to His working 
which works in me "mightily. 


Not Philosophy but Christ 

For I want you to know what a great 

aconflict I have for you and those in La- 
odicea, and for as many as have not seen 
my face in the flesh, 2that their hearts may 
be encouraged, being knit together in love, 
and attaining to all riches of the full assur- 
ance of understanding, to the knowledge 
of the mystery of God, both of the Father 
and* of Christ, 34in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

4Now this I say clest anyone should 


deceive you with persuasive words. ®For 
athough I am absent in the flesh, yet Iam 
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see ¢your 
good order and the fsteadfastness of your 
faith in Christ. 

6sAs you therefore have received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7*rooted 
and built up in Him and established in the 
faith, as you have been taught, abounding 
in it* with thanksgiving. 

8Beware lest anyone cheat you through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according 
to ithe tradition of men, according to the 
ibasic principles of the world, and not ac- 
cording to Christ. 9For in Him dwells all 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and 
you are complete in Him, who is the 'head 
of all principality and power. 


Not Legalism but Christ 

11In Him you were also “circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, 
by "putting off the body of the sins* of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, !2°bur- 
ied with Him in baptism, in which you also 
were raised with Him through Pfaith in the 
working of God, “who raised Him from 
the dead. 13And you, being dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with 
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 
Mrhaving wiped out the handwriting of 
requirements that was against us, which 
was contrary to us. And He has taken 


*1:27 M-Text reads who. *2:2 NU-Text omits 
both of the Fatherand. *2:7 NU-Text omits in it. 
* 2:11 NU-Text omits of the sins. 


had been limited to a small portion of the eastern 
Mediterranean region. 

1:24 my sufferings for you. Paul is making the point 
that a Christian will endure the sufferings that Christ 
would be enduring if He were still in the world (2 Cor. 
1:5; 4:11). 

1:26-27 mystery. In Greek pagan religions, a mys- 
tery was a secret teaching reserved for a few spiritual 
teachers who had been initiated into an inner circle. 
Paul uses the word to refer to knowledge that had 
been “hidden from ages and from generations” but 
was now being revealed by God. The mystery is that 
Christ now lives within Gentile believers. 

2:1 Laodicea. It was a sister city of Colosse about 11 
miles away. The two churches were to share their let- 
ters from Paul. 

2:2-3 the knowledge of the mystery of God. Paul 
reminds the Colossians that true knowledge will be 
acknowledged by bringing people together in Chris- 
tian love in the church. The Gnostics thought only 
certain “knowledgeable” people could join their elite 
group; Paul teaches that every believer has access to 
complete wisdom found in Christ. 

2:8 philosophy. This verse has been used at times 
to teach that Christians should not study or read 
philosophy. This is not Paul’s meaning. Paul himself 
was adept at philosophy, evidenced by his interaction 
with the Stoic and Epicurean philosophers in Athens 
(Acts 17:1-34). Paul was warning the believers not to 
be taken in by any philosophy that does not conform 


to a proper knowledge of Christ. The false teachers 
at Colosse had combined worldly philosophies with 
the gospel. 

2:9 dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. |n 
this verse Paul clearly proclaims the incarnation, the 
fact that God became a man bodily. This contradicts 
the Gnostic idea of the inherent evil of physical bod- 
ies and the claim that Jesus is merely a spirit. 

2:10 you are complete. Paul emphasizes the suffi- 
ciency of Christ in order to refute the Gnostics and 
the Judaizers who respectively believed that special 
knowledge or works were necessary to make a Chris- 
tian complete. 

2:12-13 buried with Him in baptism. Baptism is 
the symbol of the believer's association with Christ's 
death on the cross. Water baptism itself does not 
bring forgiveness of sins, but Paul uses the rite to 
help explain the work of the Spirit. The early church 
would never have understood the idea of an unbap- 
tized Christian. 
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it out of the way, having nailed it to the 
cross. 5sHaving disarmed ‘principalities 
and powers, He made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them in it. 

16So let no one “judge you in food or 
in drink, or regarding a festival or a new 
moon or sabbaths, !7»which are a shadow 
of things to come, but the substance is of 
Christ. 18Let no one cheat you of your re- 
ward, taking delight in false humility and 
worship of angels, intruding into those 
things which he has not* seen, vainly 
puffed up by his fleshly mind, !%and not 
holding fast to wthe Head, from whom all 
the body, nourished and knit together by 
joints and ligaments, xgrows with the in- 
crease that is from God. 

20Therefore,* if you ydied with Christ 
from the basic principles of the world, 
Zzwhy, as though living in the world, do you 
subject yourselves to regulations— 21¢“Do 
not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 
22which all concern things which perish 
with the using—according to the com- 
mandments and doctrines of men? 23-These 
things indeed have an appearance of wis- 
dom in self-imposed religion, false humil- 
ity, and neglect of the body, but are of no 
value against the indulgence of the flesh. 


Not Carnality but Christ 

If then you were “raised with Christ, 

seek those things which are above, 
bwhere Christ is, sitting at the right hand 
of God. 2Set your mind on things above, 
not on things on the cearth. 34For you died, 
eand your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4fWhen Christ who is Sour life appears, then 
you also will appear with Him in "glory. 

5iTherefore put to death ‘your mem- 
bers which are on the earth: *fornication, 


Colossians 3:17. @ 1313 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and cov- 
etousness, 'which is idolatry. ®"Because of 
these things the wrath of God is coming 
upon "the sons of disobedience, 7°in which 
you yourselves once walked when you 
lived in them. 

8pBut now you yourselves are to put off 
all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
filthy language out of your mouth. 9Do not 
lie to one another, since you have put off 
the old man with his deeds, !and have 
put on the new man who 4@is renewed in 
knowledge ‘according to the image of Him 
who screated him, !'where there is neither 
tGreek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircum- 
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, 
ubut Christ is all and in all. 


Character of the New Man 

122Therefore, Yas the elect of God, holy 
and beloved, “put on tender mercies, kind- 
ness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
1B3xbearing with one another, and forgiv- 
ing one another, if anyone has a complaint 
against another; even as Christ forgave 
you, so you also must do. 4y’But above 
all these things zput on love, which is the 
abond of perfection. And let >the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, ‘to which also you 
were called 4in one body; and ¢be thank- 
ful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom, teaching and admon- 
ishing one another fin psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord. !7And “whatever 
you do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through Him. 


*2:18 NU-Text omits not. *2:20 NU-Text and 


M-Text omit Therefore. 


2:15 principalities and powers. These words allude 
to Satan and the fallen angels. Paul is describing 
Christ's victory on the cross over the powers that 
opposed Him and that were against God's faithful 
people. To describe this victory, Paul uses the spec- 
tacle of the military triumph, when prisoners of war 
were stripped and paraded before the populace 
behind the conquering general. 

2:16-19 false humility. People who do not cham- 
pion salvation in Christ alone often appear to be 
humble. But their search for a new spiritual experi- 
ence or advocacy of some work as necessary for sal- 
vation is actually human pride. They do not want to 
submit to God's plan of salvation. 

2:20-23 subject yourselves to regulations. Since 
believers have been released from ritualistic obser- 
vances, why should they let others bind them down 
again (Rom. 6:3-14)? No human work can be added 
to the merit of Christ's death. His work on the cross is 
the only acceptable work in God's eyes. 

3:1-4 Set your mind on things above. The false 
teachers were instructing the Colossians to con- 
centrate on temporal observances; in contrast, 
Paul instructs them to concentrate on the eter- 
nal realities of heaven. The Greek verb for set 
emphasizes an ongoing decision. Christians must 
continually discipline themselves to focus on 


eternal realities instead of the temporal realities of 
this earth. 

3:9-10 old man... new man. These two terms 
do not refer to the Christian’s fleshly and spiritual 
natures. Instead, Paul describes our former unre- 
deemed life as the old man and our life as God’s child 
as the new man. The new man has the image of the 
new creation in Christ, just as the old man bears the 
image of our fallen nature. The old man is under an 
old master, Satan, while the new man has a new mas- 
ter, the Spirit of God living within. 

3:11 barbarian. |n the Roman Empire a person who 
did not speak Greek was despised. Scythian. An 
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The Christian Home 

18h Wives, submit to your own husbands, 
ias is fitting in the Lord. 

19]Husbands, love your wives and do not 
be ’bitter toward them. 

20IChildren, obey your parents “in all 
things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 

2InFathers, do not provoke your children, 
lest they become discouraged. 

220Bondservants, obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh, not with 
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincer- 
ity of heart, fearing God. 23>And whatever 
you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not 
to men, 24¢knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the reward of the inheritance; 
rfor* you serve the Lord Christ. 25But he 
who does wrong will be repaid for what he 
has done, and sthere is no partiality. 

Masters,¢ give your bondservants what 
is just and fair, knowing that you also 

have a Master in heaven. 


Christian Graces 

2bContinue earnestly in prayer, being 
vigilant in it -with thanksgiving; 3¢mean- 
while praying also for us, that God would 
eopen to us a door for the word, to speak 
fthe mystery of Christ, for which I am also 
in chains, 4that I may make it manifest, as 
I ought to speak. 

5hWalk in ‘wisdom toward those who 
are outside, iredeeming the time. 6Let your 
speech always be kwith grace, 'seasoned 
with salt, "that you may know how you 
ought to answer each one. 


Final Greetings 

™Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful 
minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, 
will tell you all the news about me. 8°] am 
sending him to you for this very purpose, 


that he* may know your circumstances 
and comfort your hearts, 9with POnesimus, 
a faithful and beloved brother, who is one 
of you. They will make known to you all 
things which are happening here. 

10aAristarchus my fellow prisoner greets 
you, with "Mark the cousin of Barnabas 
(about whom you received instructions: if 
he comes to you, welcome him), !!and Jesus 
who is called Justus. These are my only fel- 
low workers for the kingdom of God who 
are of the circumcision; they have proved 
to be a comfort to me. 

12sEpaphras, who is one of you, a bond- 
servant of Christ, greets you, always ‘la- 
boring fervently for you in prayers, that 
you may stand “perfect and complete* in 
all the will of God. !3For I bear him witness 
that he has a great zeal* for you, and those 
who are in Laodicea, and those in Hier- 
apolis. 4vLuke the beloved physician and 
wDemas greet you. Greet the brethren 
who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and 
xthe church that is in his* house. 


Closing Exhortations and Blessing 

16Now when Ythis epistle is read among 
you, see that it is read also in the church 
of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise 
read the epistle from Laodicea. !7And say 
to zArchippus, “Take heed to “the ministry 
which you have received in the Lord, that 
you may fulfill it.” 

18)This salutation by my own hand— 
Paul. ‘Remember my chains. Grace be with 
you. Amen. 


* 3:24 NU-Text omits for. *4:8 NU-Text reads 
you may know our circumstances and he may. 

* 4:12 NU-Text reads fully assured. *4:13 NU- 
Text reads concern. *4:15 NU-Text reads Nym- 
pha... her house. 


uncultured person who came from the area around 
the Black Sea. 

3:18-23 submit. See notes at Ephesians 5:19-31. 
3:22-25 the reward of the inheritance. The strong 
motivation to serve someone well is found in the 
future reward that Christ gives to those who are 
faithful in this service. We normally think we receive 
eternal rewards for spiritual practices like reading the 
Bible, prayer, or evangelism. Here, Paul asserts that all 
work done to the honor of Christ will bring an eternal 
reward (1:22—23; 2:18). 

4:5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are out- 
side. Early Christians were often viewed with sus- 
picion, distrust, and disdain. They were considered 
atheists because they would not worship the gods 
of Rome and Greece. Many labeled them as unpa- 
triotic because they would not burn incense before 
the image of the emperor. Some even accused the 
early Christians of participating in orgies because of 
their talk of “love feasts” (Jude 12). Others harbored 
suspicions that Christians were really cannibals who 
ate and drank the blood and body of the Lord. With 
such misrepresentations of Christian belief and prac- 
tice running rampant, it was very important for mis- 
understandings to be dispelled by the virtuous and 
impeccable lives of Christian believers. 


4:9 Onesimus. This slave of Philemon probably 
accompanied Tychicus to Colosse. Paul’s letter to Phi- 
lemon would have been carried along with the letter 
to the Colossians. It dealt with a personal situation 
between Onesimus and his master. 

4:10-15 Mark. This is the author of the Gospel of 
Mark. 

4:18 This salutation by my own hand. The apostle 
dictated his letters to a secretary, but it was his cus- 
tom to give a greeting in his own handwriting at the 
end (2 Thess. 2:1; 3:17). This served to personalize and 
authenticate the letter. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


THESSALONIANS 


> AUTHOR: First Thessalonians went unchallenged as a Pauline epistle until the 
nineteenth century, when radical critics claimed that its lack of doctrinal content 
made its authenticity suspect. But this is a weak objection on two counts: (1) the 
proportion of doctrinal teaching in Paul’s epistles varies widely, and (2) 4:13—5:11 
is a foundational passage for New Testament eschatology (future events). Paul had 
quickly grounded the Thessalonians in Christian doctrine, and the only problematic 
issue when this epistle was written concerned the matter of Christ’s return. Paul 
planted the Thessalonian church on his second missionary journey, and wrote this 
epistle as a response to a good report regarding the church from Timothy in A.D. 51. 
> TIME: c. A.D. 51 > KEY VERSES: 1 Thess. 3:12-13 

> THEME: Since Paul’s time in Thessalonica was cut short, Paul used these letters to 
clarify some of his teaching. After a review of the basics, the primary issues covered 
in 1 Thessalonians are what happens when people die and the timing of the second 
coming of Christ. In that there were so many people around at that time that had 
seen Jesus, the promise of His return was met with anxious expectation. We tend 
to be blasé about it because we have watched so many predictions concerning the 
end times come and go, but this book will help us to sharpen and renew our expec- 


tations. 


Greeting 
1 Paul, ¢Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the >Thessalonians 


in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 


Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.* 


Their Good Example 
2cWe give thanks to God always for you 
all, making mention of you in our prayers, 


3remembering without ceasing ¢your work 
of faith, ¢labor of love, and patience of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our 
God and Father, 4knowing, beloved breth- 
ren, fyour election by God. 5For gour gospel 
did not come to you in word only, but also 
in power, "and in the Holy Spirit ‘and in 
much assurance, as you know what kind 
of men we were among you for your sake. 


* 1:1 NU-Text omits from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


1:1 Silvanus. Silvanus is the Roman form of the name 
Silas. After Paul had separated from Barnabas (Acts 
15:36-40), Silas became Paul’s traveling companion 
on the second missionary journey, and he may have 
served as Paul's secretary. He was a leader of the Jeru- 
salem church (Acts 15:22-23), and he accompanied 
Paul and Barnabas to Antioch to deliver the decree 
of the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:22-23). He and 
Paul suffered a beating at Philippi (Acts 16:22-24), 
and he had helped found the church at Thessalonica 
(Acts 17:1-4). Timothy. Timothy was also with Paul 
on the second missionary journey. Paul considered 
him like a son and loved him dearly (Acts 16:3; 1 Tim. 
1:2). This letter is a response to Timothy’s report from 
the church in Thessalonica. To the church. The Greek 
word ekk/ésia was a familiar term meaning any gath- 
ering or assembly. In its New Testament usage this 
word calls to mind the relationship of believers in 
Thessalonica as a body. 

1:3 patience of hope. The believers at Thessalonica 
fixed their hope solidly on the return of Jesus Christ 


(v. 10). Notice that each of the virtues has Christ as its 
object. Jesus is constantly the focus. This is a good 
standard for evaluating any Christian service. 

1:5 our gospel. Paul had preached the gospel to 
them clearly when he was with them. For three 
weeks he had “reasoned with them from the Scrip- 
tures, explaining and demonstrating that the Christ 
had to suffer and rise again from the dead” (Acts 
17:2-3). This message was far different from the 
messianic expectations that Paul knew from his own 
training as a Pharisee. The Jews of that day were not 
looking for a suffering savior but a conquering cham- 
pion. 

1:5 Sharing Our Faith—In order to share our faith 
successfully, we must keep the following rules in 
mind: 


1:141 Pet. 5:12 © Acts 17:1-9 
1:34 John 6:29 €Rom. 16:6 
16:20 "2 Cor. 6:6 ‘Heb. 2:3 


1:2 Rom. 1:8 


1:4/Col. 3:12 1:59Mark 
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6And /you became followers of us and 
of the Lord, having received the word in 
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spir- 
it, 7so that you became examples to all in 
Macedonia and Achaia who believe. 8For 
from you the word of the Lord ‘has sounded 
forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, 
but also “in every place. Your faith toward 
God has gone out, so that we do not need to 
say anything. 9For they themselves declare 
concerning us "what manner of entry we 
had to you, °and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, 
10and Pto wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus 
who delivers us “from the wrath to come. 


Paul’s Conduct 

For you yourselves know, brethren, that 

our coming to you was not in vain. 2But 
even* after we had suffered before and 
were spitefully treated at *Philippi, as you 
know, we were »bold in our God to speak 
to you the gospel of God in much conflict. 
3cFor our exhortation did not come from 
error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. 

4But as ¢we have been approved by God 
¢to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we 
speak, fnot as pleasing men, but God *who 
tests our hearts. 5For "neither at any time 
did we use flattering words, as you know, 
nor a cloak for covetousness—iGod is wit- 
ness. SiNor did we seek glory from men, 
either from you or from others, when kwe 
might have ‘made demands as apostles of 
Christ. 7But "we were gentle among you, 


just as a nursing mother cherishes her own 
children. 8So, affectionately longing for 
you, we were well pleased °to impart to you 
not only the gospel of God, but also Pour 
own lives, because you had become dear to 
us. 9For you remember, brethren, our “labor 
and toil; for laboring night and day, ‘that 
we might not be a burden to any of you, we 
preached to you the gospel of God. 

10s You are witnesses, and God also, thow 
devoutly and justly and blamelessly we be- 
haved ourselves among you who believe; 
llas you know how we exhorted, and com- 
forted, and charged* every one of you, as 
a father does his own children, !24that you 
would walk worthy of God vwho calls you 
into His own kingdom and glory. 


Their Conversion 

13For this reason we also thank God 
wwithout ceasing, because when you *re- 
ceived the word of God which you heard 
from us, you welcomed it Ynot as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which also effectively zworks in you 
who believe. 4For you, brethren, became 
imitators ¢of the churches of God which 
are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For "you also 
suffered the same things from your own 
countrymen, just as they did from the Ju- 
deans, 5e«who killed both the Lord Jesus 
and “their own prophets, and have perse- 
cuted us; and they do not please God eand 


* 2:2 NU-Text and M-Text omit even. 
Text and M-Text read implored. 


* 2:11 NU- 


First, we must be clean vessels. God reminds Isa- 
iah the prophet of this: “Be clean, you who bear the 
vessels of the Lorb” (Is. 52:11). David prays for for- 
giveness and cleansing, and a willing spirit. He states, 
“Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, and sin- 
ners shall be converted to You (Ps. 51:13). 

We must be able to clearly give out the simple 
facts of the gospel without getting bogged down 
with profound theological concepts. Philip the evan- 
gelist demonstrated how to do this when he dealt 
with the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert. “Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, 
preached Jesus to him” (Acts 8:35). 

We must avoid arguments and stick to the basic 
issues of man’s sin and Christ's sacrifice. 

We must use the Word of God. Paul's tremendous 
success as an evangelist can be linked directly to his 
constant use of God's Word (Acts 17:2; 18:28; 2 Tim. 
2:15; 3:14-17). 

We must depend upon the Spirit of God Yohn 
3:15; Acts 6:10; 1 Cor. 2:4). 

1:6 followers of us. As we focus on Jesus we will 
reflect His image to others (2 Cor. 3:18). 

1:8 sounded forth. Since Thessalonica was a port city 
on the much-traveled Egnatian Way, those who saw 
the virtuous life and persistent faith of the Thessalo- 
nian Christians would spread the word throughout 
the entire region. 

1:10 delivers us from the wrath to come. Because 
Christ endured God's wrath at Calvary, all who are in 
Christ will escape that wrath. They have nothing to fear. 


2:2 at Philippi. Paul and Silas were beaten and put in 
the stocks in Philippi (Acts 16:22—24). 

2:5 flattering words. Far from flattering, Paul 
preached boldly that everyone was a sinner who 
needed to be saved by the grace of God. 

2:9 labor. This word indicates strenuous work that 
produces weariness. Paul made tents to provide for 
his financial needs (Acts 18:3), showing that his min- 
istry was motivated by an unselfish desire to promote 
the well-being of others rather than to advance his 
own needs. 

2:13 effectively works. Gentile Christians in Thes- 
salonica could contrast the pure Word of God, 
with its transforming effect, with the immoral 
pagan religions, which only perverted people 
even more. Likewise, Jewish believers could con- 
trast the love and grace of God in the gospel to the 
legalism and pride often produced by the Jewish 
religion. 
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are contrary to all men, !*fforbidding us 
to speak to the Gentiles that they may be 
saved, so as always “to fill up the measure 
of their sins; "but wrath has come upon 
them to the uttermost. 


Longing to See Them 

17But we, brethren, having been taken 
away from you for a short time ‘in presence, 
not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to 
see your face with great desire. 18Therefore 
we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, 
time and again—but iSatan hindered us. 
19For kwhat is our hope, or joy, or ‘crown of 
rejoicing? Is it not even you in the ™pres- 
ence of our Lord Jesus Christ "at His com- 
ing? 20For you are our glory and joy. 


Concern for Their Faith 

Therefore, when we could no longer 

endure it, we thought it good to be left 
in Athens alone, 2and sent ¢Timothy, our 
brother and minister of God, and our fellow 
laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
you and encourage you concerning your 
faith, 3>that no one should be shaken by 
these afflictions; for you yourselves know 
that we are appointed to this. 4¢For, in fact, 
we told you before when we were with you 
that we would suffer tribulation, just as it 
happened, and you know. 5For this reason, 
when I could no longer endure it, I sent to 
know your faith, elest by some means the 
tempter had tempted you, and four labor 
might be in vain. 


Encouraged by Timothy 
6sBut now that Timothy has come to us 
from you, and brought us good news of 
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your faith and love, and that you always 
have good remembrance of us, greatly de- 
siring to see us, "as we also to see you— 
7therefore, brethren, in all our affliction 
and distress ‘we were comforted concern- 
ing you by your faith. 8For now we live, if 
you Jstand fast in the Lord. 

5For what thanks can we render to God 
for you, for all the joy with which we re- 
joice for your sake before our God, night 
and day praying exceedingly that we may 
see your face kand perfect what is lacking 
in your faith? 


Prayer for the Church 

Now may our God and Father Himself, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, 'direct our way 
to you. 12And may the Lord make you in- 
crease and abound in love to one another 
and to all, just as we do to you, }8so that 
He may establish "your hearts blameless 
in holiness before our God and Father at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all His saints. 


Plea for Purity 
Finally then, brethren, we urge and ex- 
hort in the Lord Jesus “that you should 
abound more and more, »just as you re- 
ceived from us how you ought to walk and 
to please God; 2for you know what com- 
mandments we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus. 
3For this is cthe will of God, ¢your sancti- 
fication: ethat you should abstain from sex- 
ual immorality; 4fthat each of you should 
know how to possess his own vessel in 
sanctification and honor, 5gnot in passion 
of lust, "like the Gentiles ‘who do not know 


2:16 always to fill up the measure of their sins. The 
implication is that God will allow a nation, group, or 
individual to go only so far in sin before He brings 
judgment upon them (Gen. 15:16). 

2:18 Satan hindered us. Satan has a vested interest 
in hindering the spread of the gospel, and we may be 
sure that when we are engaged in the Lord’s work, 
we will experience spiritual attacks and opposition of 
various kinds. 

3:1 Athens. When forced to leave Thessalonica, Paul 
and Silas went to Berea, the next city west of Thessa- 
lonica. The Thessalonian Jews who had opposed Paul 
learned that he was at Berea, and went there also to 
stir up opposition. Paul’s friends then escorted him 
south to Athens (Acts 17:13—15). 

3:3 shaken by these afflictions. The Bible teaches 
that those who live godly lives should expect perse- 
cution (2 Tim. 3:12). In fact, Christ warned His disciples 
that they would experience the same type of rejec- 
tion He had experienced John 15:18-21). But such 
suffering should not make us depressed. Instead we 
should rejoice that we are allied with His name (Matt. 
5:10-12). 

3:12 increase and abound in love to one another. 
Christ had told His disciples that His followers would 
be identified by their love for one another John 13:35). 
3:13 all His saints. The word saints means “holy 
ones” or “those set apart.” It can be used to apply to 


believers, or to holy angels. Angels will participate in 
the second coming (4:16; Jude 14; Rev. 19:14). 

4:1 how you ought to walk. The Christian life not only 
begins with faith, butit continues asa daily walk of faith. 
Christians are not to live like unsaved Gentiles (Eph. 
4:17); instead they are to walk worthy of their calling 
from God (Eph. 4:1). John exhorts Christians to walk in 
the light, that is, in the revealed will of God (1 John 1:7). 
4:3 abstain from sexual immorality. A major prob- 
lem for the early church was maintaining sexual 
purity (1 Cor. 5:1,9-11). Pagan religions often included 
sexual orgies as part of their rites of worship, and 
temple prostitutes were dedicated to various gods. 
In contrast, Christianity taught that the body is God’s 
temple (1 Cor. 6:18-20). The body should be honored 
as created by God and should be sanctified in keep- 
ing with its holy purpose. 
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God; 6that no one should take advantage of 
and defraud his brother in this matter, be- 
cause the Lordiis the avenger of all such, as 
we also forewarned you and testified. 7For 
God did not call us to uncleanness, ?but in 
holiness. 8! Therefore he who rejects this 
does not reject man, but God, ™who has 
also given* us His Holy Spirit. 


A Brotherly and Orderly Life 


§But concerning brotherly love you have 
no need that I should write to you, for "you 
yourselves are taught by God °to love one 
another; and indeed you do so toward all 
the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But 
we urge you, brethren, that you increase 
more and more; "that you also aspire to 
lead a quiet life, 9to mind your own busi- 
ness, and "to work with your own hands, as 
we commanded you, !2sthat you may walk 
properly toward those who are outside, and 
that you may lack nothing. 


The Comfort of Christ’s Coming 
13But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have fall- 
en asleep, lest you sorrow tas others “who 
have no hope. !4For vif we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so God will bring 
with Him “those who sleep in Jesus.* 
15For this we say to you xby the word of 
the Lord, that Ywe who are alive and re- 
main until the coming of the Lord will by 
no means precede those who are asleep. 


16For 2the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with «the trumpet of God. 
bAnd the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17cThen we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 4in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus ewe shall always be with the Lord. 
18fTherefore comfort one another with 
these words. 


The Day of the Lord 


But concerning ¢the times and the sea- 

sons, brethren, you have no need that 
I should write to you. 2For you yourselves 
know perfectly that >the day of the Lord 
so comes as a thief in the night. 3For when 
they say, “Peace and safety!” then ‘sudden 
destruction comes upon them, 4as labor 
pains upon a pregnant woman. And they 
shall not escape. 4eBut you, brethren, are 
not in darkness, so that this Day should 
overtake you as a thief. 5You are all fsons 
of light and sons of the day. We are not of 
the night nor of darkness. 6¢Therefore let 
us not sleep, as others do, but "let us watch 
and be sober. 7For ‘those who sleep, sleep 
at night, and those who get drunk /are 
drunk at night. 8But let us who are of the 
day be sober, ®putting on the breastplate 
of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope 


*4:8 NU-Text reads who also gives. *4:14 Or 


those who through Jesus sleep 


4:10 increase more and more. These believers 
already had a good record of loving one another, but 
Paul desired that love to increase. This was the com- 
mandment of Jesus John 13:34-35; 15:12,17) and is 
an important basis of evangelism. In a world that is 
filled with self-serving individuals, the genuine love 
of Christians should attract others to the faith. 

4:11 aspire to lead a quiet life. This does not refer 
to a lack of activity but rather to an inner quietness 
and peace befitting the Christian faith (2 Thess. 3:12; 
1 Tim. 2:11). work with your own hands. Usually 
people who are busy running other people's affairs 
do not run their own affairs well. A Christian’s house 
should be in order as a testimony to others. 

4:14 those who sleep in Jesus. Some believe this 
phrase indicates that departed Christians are uncon- 
scious until the second coming. But the Bible indi- 
cates that to be absent from our present body is to be 
present with the Lord Jesus (5:10; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23). 
4:16 descend from heaven with a shout. Accompa- 
nying the descent of Christ from heaven will be the 
voice of an archangel, perhaps Michael, who is por- 
trayed as the leader of the army of God (Dan. 10:13,21; 
Jude 9; Rev. 12:7-9). The only other angel named in 
Scripture is Gabriel, who is given a prominent role as 
a messenger of God (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:19,26). the 
dead in Christ will rise. Clearly this will be a physi- 
cal resurrection in which bodily existence will be 
restored, as confirmed in 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. The 
resurrected bodies of Christians will be like the body 
of Christ (1 John 3:2), incorruptible and immortal, 
and yet they will be bodies of flesh and bone (Luke 
24:39-40; John 20:20,25,27). 


4:17 caught up. The English word rapture comes 
from the Latin for “caught up.” 

5:2 the day of the Lord. This expression was familiar 
to those who knew the Hebrew Scriptures. The day 
of the Lord in the Old Testament was characterized 
by two phases: God's judgment against sinful people 
and God's eternal reign over His people. God's judg- 
ment will be a time of darkness and an expression of 
His wrath (Joel 2:1-2; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph. 1:14—-15). 
His reign will also be a time of blessing (Is. 2:1-3; 
11:1-9; 30:23-26; Zech. 14:1,7-11,20-21; Matt. 19:28; 
Acts 3:19-21). 

5:4 not in darkness. Though the day of the Lord will 
overtake the unsaved world unexpectedly, it will not 
overtake Christians, because they will be looking for- 
ward to and expecting it. The fact that Christ could 
come at any moment should motivate unbelievers 
to accept His forgiveness, and believers to live daily 
for Him. 

5:8 sober. A sober life is not only free from drunken- 
ness, but awake to spiritual realities. 
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of salvation. 9For ‘God did not appoint us 
to wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, "who died for us, 
that whether we wake or sleep, we should 
live together with Him. 

Therefore comfort each other and ed- 
ify one another, just as you also are doing. 


Various Exhortations 

12And we urge you, brethren, °to recog- 
nize those who labor among you, and are 
over you in the Lord and admonish you, 
Band to esteem them very highly in love 
for their work’s sake. »Be at peace among 
yourselves. 

14Now we exhort you, brethren, ¢warn 
those who are unruly, "comfort the faint- 
hearted, suphold the weak, ‘be patient with 
all. 5uSee that no one renders evil for evil 
to anyone, but always Ypursue what is good 
both for yourselves and for all. 

16wRejoice always, !7xpray without 
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ceasing, 18in everything give thanks; for 
this is the will of Godin Christ Jesus for you. 

19yDo not quench the Spirit. 292Do not de- 
spise prophecies. 2!<Test all things; "hold 
fast what is good. 22Abstain from every 
form of evil. 


Blessing and Admonition 

23Now may cthe God of peace Himself 
dsanctify you completely; and may your 
whole spirit, soul, and body “be preserved 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24He who calls you is ffaithful, who 
also will £do it. 

25Brethren, pray for us. 

26Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 

27] charge you by the Lord that this epis- 
tle be read to all the holy* brethren. 

28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen. 


*5:27 NU-Text omits holy. 


5:9 did not appoint us to wrath. There will be wrath 
at the day of the Lord, but it will be God’s wrath on 
the unbelieving world that has spurned and mocked 
Christ (Rev. 6:12-17). 

5:12 And we urge you. Significantly, Paul combines 
prophecy with practical teachings for the Chris- 
tian life. God never intended prophecy to just be 
a field for academic debate, but to be a truth that 
would provide believers hope and direction in their 
lives. 

5:16 Rejoice always. Regardless of difficult circum- 
stances, a Christian always has grounds for rejoicing. 
The Lord is a sovereign Ruler and will accomplish His 
purpose. Christian joy is not based on circumstances, 
but on a growing awareness of God and the certain 
future of eternal life with Christ (Rev. 21:1—7). 

5:17 pray without ceasing. To pray without ceas- 
ing seems impossible, but a person can develop an 


attitude and habit of constant prayer. No matter what 
else is going on, we should be aware of God's pres- 
ence with us, and turn to Him with every thought and 
action. 

5:23 spirit, soul, and body. Every part of the Chris- 
tian life should bear evidence that we are set apart 
as holy to God. 

5:26 a holy kiss. A kiss was a customary greeting 
among friends (as it still is in some cultures), some- 
thing like our modern handshake. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE 


THESSALONIANS 


> AUTHOR: The external attestation to the authenticity of 2 Thessalonians as a Pau- 
line epistle is even stronger than that for 1 Thessalonians. Internally the vocabulary, 
style, and doctrinal content support the claims in 1:1 and 3:17 that it was written by 
Paul. This letter was probably written a few months after 1 Thessalonians, while Paul 
was still in Corinth with Silas and Timothy (1:1; Acts 18:5). 

> TIME: c. A.D. 51 > KEY VERSES: 2 Thess. 2:2-3 

> THEME: This letter to the Thessalonians appears to have been written fairly soon 
after the first one. He provides some further clarification on some of the same issues 
he addressed in the first letter. There appears to still be some confusion about the 
events of the end times, which he clarifies. He also wisely encourages the believers 


in the basics he has taught them in his role as a caring pastor. 


Greeting 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 


To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 


2aGrace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


God's Final Judgment and Glory 
3We are bound to thank God always for 
you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your 
faith grows exceedingly, and the love of 
every one of you all abounds toward each 
other, 4so that "we ourselves boast of you 
among the churches of God ¢for your pa- 
tience and faith 4in all your persecutions 
and tribulations that you endure, 5which is 
emanifest evidence of the righteous judg- 
ment of God, that you may be counted wor- 
thy of the kingdom of God, ffor which you 
also suffer; 6¢since it is a righteous thing 
with God to repay with tribulation those 


who trouble you, 7and to give you who are 
troubled hrest with us when ‘the Lord Jesus 
is revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, 8in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on those who do not know God, and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9'These shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the pres- 
ence of the Lord and ’from the glory of His 
power, !°when He comes, in that Day, 'to be 
mglorified in His saints and to be admired 
among all those who believe,* because 
our testimony among you was believed. 

Therefore we also pray always for you 
that our God would "count you worthy of 
this calling, and fulfill all the good plea- 
sure of His goodness and °the work of faith 
with power, !2»that the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and 
you in Him, according to the grace of our 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


* 1:10 NU-Text and M-Text read have believed. 


1:1 Silvanus, and Timothy. Silvanus (Latin for Silas) 
had been Paul’s traveling companion ever since the 
start of the second missionary journey. He had partic- 
ipated in the founding of the church at Thessalonica 
(Acts 17:1-4). Timothy also accompanied Paul on his 
second missionary journey. His report from the Thes- 
salonian church had been the occasion for writing 
1 Thessalonians (1 Thess. 3:6—8). To the church. The 
Greek word ekklésia means “gathering” or “assembly.” 
1:5 counted worthy of the kingdom of God. If believ- 
ers handle their persecutions properly, they will be 
counted worthy of great reward in the coming king- 
dom of God (Matt. 5:12; 1 Pet. 2:19-20). Christians are 
called to endure suffering in this world, for they will 
receive a far greater reward in the next (2 Tim. 2:12). 

1:7-8 when the Lord Jesus is revealed. Presently the 
Lord Jesus is enthroned in glory at the right hand of 
the Father John 17:5). Stephen saw this glory before 


he was martyred (Acts 7:55-56), but one day, and it 
may be soon, “every eye will see Him” (Rev. 1:7). in 
flaming fire. Some believe that this is the fulfillment 
of John the Baptist’s prophecy of the One who would 
“baptize with fire” (Matt. 3:11-12; Luke 3:16—-17). 

1:8 do not know... do not obey. Those who do not 
know are the unbelieving Gentiles, those who do not 
obey are the unbelieving Jews who knew about God 
and rejected His Son (Rom. 10:1,16). 

1:12 glorified in you. Christ will be glorified not only 
among, but also in the saints, for believers reflect His 
glory. 
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The Great Apostasy 

Now, brethren, “concerning the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ ’and our gath- 
ering together to Him, we ask you, 2¢not to 
be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either 
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from 
us, as though the day of Christ* had come. 
3Let no one deceive you by any means; for 
that Day will not come 4unless the falling 
away comes first, and ¢the man of sin* is 
revealed, ‘the son of perdition, 4who op- 
poses and Zexalts himself “above all that is 
called God or that is worshiped, so that he 
sits as God* in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God. 

5Do you not remember that when I was 
still with you I told you these things? 6And 
now you know what is restraining, that he 
may be revealed in his own time. 7For ‘the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 
only He* who now restrains will do so until 
He* is taken out of the way. 8And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, ‘whom the 
Lord will consume ’with the breath of His 
mouth and destroy 'with the brightness of 
His coming. 9The coming of the lawless 
one is “according to the working of Sa- 
tan, with all power, "signs, and lying won- 
ders, and with all unrighteous deception 
among “those who perish, because they did 
not receive Pthe love of the truth, that they 


2 Thessalonians 3:1 @ 1321 
might be saved. "And @for this reason God 
will send them strong delusion, "that they 
should believe the lie, !2that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth 
but shad pleasure in unrighteousness. 


Stand Fast 

1BBut we are bound to give thanks to 
God always for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God tfrom the beginning 
uchose you for salvation vthrough sanctifi- 
cation by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 
ito which He called you by our gospel, 
for “the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, *stand 
fast and hold Ythe traditions which you were 
taught, whether by word or our epistle. 

16Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self, and our God and Father, zwho has 
loved us and given us everlasting conso- 
lation and “good hope by grace, !7comfort 
your hearts “and establish you in every 
good word and work. 


Pray for Us 
Finally, brethren, ¢pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may run swiftly and be 


*2:2 NU-Text reads the Lord. *2:3 NU-Text 
reads lawlessness. *2:4 NU-Text omits as God. 
*2:7 Or he © Orhe 


2:1 concerning the coming. After writing 1 Thessa- 
lonians, Paul had received word that the believers 
in Thessalonica were being misled by false teachers 
who were confusing the believers with erroneous 
ideas about the second coming. gathering together 
to Him. This will be the first time that the whole 
church, including every believer, will be gathered 
before the Lord to worship Him. The phrase seems to 
refer to the event described in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, 
where Paul speaks of meeting the Lord in the air. 

2:2 the day of Christ had come. The false teach- 
ing was that the day of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:2-4) 
had already come, bringing with it the tribulations 
they were experiencing. Thus, some Thessalonian 
believers thought that they had missed the second 
coming. 

2:3 the falling away. The Greek word translated 
“falling away” is the word commonly used to describe 
a military rebellion. In the Scriptures, the word is 
used of rebellion against God. Some have therefore 
interpreted this verse to refer to a general defection 
from the truth, perhaps even by those professing to 
be the church. This rebellious apostasy would pre- 
pare the way for the antichrist. the man of sin. Paul 
does not use the title “antichrist” for this man, but his 
description parallels John’s description of the anti- 
christ (1 John 2:18; Rev. 13). The man of sin will lead 
the world into rebellion against God (v. 10), perform 
wonders through Satan's power (v. 9), and finally will 
present himself as a god to be worshiped (v. 4). 

2:4 he sits as God in the temple. This is the ultimate 
fulfillment of the “abomination of desolation” spoken 
of by Daniel (Dan. 7:23; 9:26; 11:31,36-37; 12:11) and 
Jesus (Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14). 

2:7 is already at work. The evil and deception that 
the man of sin embodies already exist in this world 


(1 John 2:18). Anyone who opposes Christ and His 
church and seeks to deceive others into worshiping 
false gods is against Christ (antichrist). taken out of 
the way. Many believe that this verse refers to the 
rapture of the church (1 Thess. 4:16-17), and the ces- 
sation of the Holy Spirit working through believers 
to restrain the power of sin in this world. There are a 
variety of other interpretations for the identity of the 
restrainer, including the Roman state, or the principle 
of law and government embodied in the state. 

2:8 whom the Lord will consume... and destroy. 
Although the man of lawlessness will be revealed as 
extremely powerful (Rev. 13:7), he will be destroyed 
by Christ and cast into the lake of fire when the Lord 
comes (Rev. 19:19-20). 

2:14 obtaining of the glory. The Thessalonians have 
already been saved (v. 13), and called, but they must 
respond to God’s work in them. Through the power 
of the Holy Spirit (v. 13), believers on this earth pre- 
pare for a future with Christ by living in a holy manner 
(1:10; 1 Thess. 4:1—2). 

2:17 comfort your hearts and establish. It is inter- 
esting to note that Paul uses the singular form of 
these verbs, with the plural subject of “Jesus Christ 
and God our Father,” supporting the trinity and 
equality of God (1 Thess. 3:11). 
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1322 @ 2Thessalonians 3:2 


glorified, just as it is with you, 2and >that 
we may be delivered from unreasonable 
and wicked men; for not all have faith. 

3But ¢the Lord is faithful, who will es- 
tablish you and eguard you from the evil 
one. 4And fwe have confidence in the Lord 
concerning you, both that you do and will 
do the things we command you. 

5Now may the Lord direct your hearts 
into the love of God and into the patience 
of Christ. 


Warning Against Idleness 

6But we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, "that you 
withdraw ‘from every brother who walks 
idisorderly and not according to the tradi- 
tion which he* received from us. 7For you 
yourselves know how you ought to follow 
us, for we were not disorderly among you; 
8nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of 
charge, but worked with labor and toil 
night and day, that we might not be a bur- 
den to any of you, 9not because we do not 
have /authority, but to make ourselves an 
example of how you should follow us. 

10For even when we were with you, we 


commanded you this: If anyone will not 
work, neither shall he eat. "For we hear 
that there are some who walk among you 
in a disorderly manner, not working at all, 
but are ™busybodies. !12Now those who are 
such we command and exhort through our 
Lord Jesus Christ "that they work in quiet- 
ness and eat their own bread. 

13But as for you, brethren, °do not grow 
weary in doing good. !4And if anyone does 
not obey our word in this epistle, note that 
person and Pdo not keep company with 
him, that he may be ashamed. «Yet do 
not count him as an enemy, "but admonish 
him as a brother. 


Benediction 

16Now may ‘the Lord of peace Himself 
give you peace always in every way. The 
Lord be with you all. 

17tThe salutation of Paul with my own 
hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so 
I write. 

18uThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all. Amen. 


* 3:6 NU-Text and M-Text read they. 


3:2 unreasonable and wicked men. These may have 
been the unbelieving Jews in Corinth who were per- 
secuting Paul at the time he wrote this letter (Acts 
18:12-13). Justice in this world may never come for 
Christians, but they can certainly pray for deliverance 
from the wicked. 

3:5 direct your hearts. The heart, the seat of a per- 
son’s will and emotions, is the place where spiritual 
renewal begins. There God plants love and patience, 
traits that will produce a harvest of good works. 

3:6 command. This is not just a friendly suggestion, 
but a binding order with the authority of Jesus Christ. 
withdraw. Among other things, this would include 
not allowing the person to participate in love feasts 
and the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:9-12). 
3:9 not because we do not have authority. It is right 
for the church to financially support those who do the 
Lord’s work (Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:6-14; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 
5:17-18). 

3:11 not working at all. Some Thessalonians, appar- 
ently using the impending return of the Lord as an 
excuse, had refused to work and were expecting oth- 
ers in the church to feed them. In his previous letter, 


Paul had already exhorted them to work (1 Thess. 
4:11-12). Since they had not heeded, the time had 
come to take further steps. While believers must 
always act with gentleness and love toward one 
another, it is wrong to enable another person to con- 
tinue in sin. 

3:12 they work in quietness. The cure for gossips 
and busybodies is hard work. There is much truth in 
the saying “Satan finds work for idle hands.” 

3:15 as a brother. The disobedient one is not an 
enemy, but one who needs compassionate correc- 
tion. 

3:18 our Lord Jesus Christ. Not only is Jesus our ulti- 
mate hope, it is He who lovingly strengthens us to 
endure trials. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 


TIMOTHY 


> AUTHOR: The external evidence solidly supports the position that Paul wrote the 
letters to Timothy and Titus. Only Romans and 1 Corinthians have better attesta- 
tion among the Pauline Epistles. Pauline authorship of the Pastoral Epistles requires 
Paul’s release from his Roman imprisonment (Acts 28), the continuation of his mis- 
sionary endeavors, and his imprisonment for a second time in Rome. Unfortunately, 
the order of events can only be reconstructed from hints, because there is no con- 
current history paralleling Acts to chronicle the last years of the apostle. It is most 
probable that Paul wrote 1 Timothy from Macedonia in A.D. 62 or 63 while Timothy 
was serving as his representative in Ephesus. 

> TIME: c.A.D.62-63 >» KEY VERSES: 1 Tim. 3:15-16 

> THEME: The letters to Timothy and Titus are generally called “the Pastoral 
Epistles.” They are pastoral in tone and in the subject matter they address. While 
covering much of the apostolic instruction on the life and doctrine of the church, 
they also provide some guidelines on how Christians in the church should relate 
to society. One of the overriding concerns of the books is that truth be valued and 
guarded. Too often today, truth is subjective and culturally conditioned to the point 
where people don’t even have problems believing mutually contradictory ideas. 
Paul speaks of the value of truth in his own apostolic role, and he stands against 


false teachers who would distort the truth for their own ends. 


Greeting 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the 
commandment of God our Savior and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope, 


2To Timothy, a true son in the faith: 


bGrace, mercy, and peace from God our 
Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. 


No Other Doctrine 

3As I urged you ¢when I went into 
Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you 
may charge some “that they teach no other 
doctrine, 4enor give heed to fables and end- 
less genealogies, which cause disputes rath- 
er than godly edification which is in faith. 
5Now fthe purpose of the commandment 


is love ¢from a pure heart, from a good 
conscience, and from sincere faith, from 
which some, having strayed, have turned 
aside to “idle talk, 7desiring to be teachers 
of the law, understanding neither what they 
say nor the things which they affirm. 

8But we know that the law is igood if one 
uses it lawfully, 9knowing this: that the law is 
not made for a righteous person, but for the 
lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly 
and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, 
for murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, !for fornicators, 
for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for 
perjurers, and if there is any other thing 
that is contrary to sound doctrine, accord- 
ing to the glorious gospel of the ‘blessed 
God which was ?committed to my trust. 


1:1 apostle of Jesus Christ. The Greek word for 
“apostle” means “sent one.” Paul was an ambassador 
sent by Christ (Acts 9). 

1:2 Timothy. Timothy was a young believer from 
Lystra who traveled with Paul during his second and 
third missionary journeys. 

1:3 that you may charge. Paul's request that Timo- 
thy stay in Ephesus to minister to the believers there 
demonstrates Paul’s confidence in the young man. 
1:4 fables and endless genealogies. The errors that 
Paul left Timothy to correct in Ephesus appear to have 
been primarily Jewish in nature. The Jews tended to 
place a lot of importance on the genealogies and also 
on allegorical interpretations of the law. 


1:6 idle talk. Gossip, speculation, and criticism 
should not come from the lips of believers. 

1:8 law. The proper function of the law is to make sin- 
ners aware of their sinfulness (Rom. 3:20). 

1:10 perjurers. The term “perjure” is more significant 
than simply “lie,” as it deals with false promises. To 
swear an oath and then not carry through is a serious 
thing indeed. 
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1324 @ 1Timothy 1:12 
Glory to God for His Grace 

122AndI thank Christ Jesus our Lord who 
has ‘enabled me, ™because He counted me 
faithful, "putting me into the ministry, 
Balthough °I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and an insolent man; but I ob- 
tained mercy because ?I did it ignorantly 
in unbelief. 44¢4And the grace of our Lord 
was exceedingly abundant, "with faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus. }5sThis 
is a faithful saying and worthy of all ac- 
ceptance, that ‘Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 
16However, for this reason I obtained mer- 
cy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show 
all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who 
are going to believe on Him for everlasting 
life. 17Now to “the King eternal, immortal, 
winvisible, to God xwho alone is wise,* ybe 
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 


Fight the Good Fight 

18This charge I commit to you, son Tim- 
othy, according to the prophecies previ- 
ously made concerning you, that by them 
you may wage the good warfare, having 
faith and a good conscience, which some 


having rejected, concerning the faith have 
suffered shipwreck, 2%0f whom are zHyme- 
naeus and “Alexander, whom I delivered 
to Satan that they may learn not to »blas- 
pheme. 


Pray for All Men 

Therefore I exhort first of all that sup- 

plications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, 2¢for 
kings and Pall who are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and reverence. 3For this is ‘good 
and acceptable in the sight 4of God our 
Savior, 4¢who desires all men to be saved 
fand to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
5For there is one God and "one Mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ 
Jesus, Siwho gave Himself a ransom for all, 
to be testified in due time, 7/for which I was 
appointed a preacher and an apostle—I 
am speaking the truth in Christ* and not 
lying—*a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth. 


* 1:17 NU-Text reads to the only God. *2:7 NU- 


Text omits in Christ. 


1:13 but | obtained mercy. Paul found mercy and 
forgiveness even after his intense persecution of the 
church. God surely offers salvation to all people (2:4). 
1:14 grace. Grace is God's undeserved, unearned, 
freely given favor. 

1:15-16 Believing Jesus—Jesus came to earth 
to save sinners. Paul knew this firsthand. When he 
became a Christian, Paul realized the extent of his 
sin in terms of both his past sins and his current ten- 
dencies. But he also knew exactly where he stood in 
Christ as a believer. The mercy of God can only be 
acquired through belief. Paul reminds Timothy here 
of God's perfect patience and mercy and urges others 
to come to faith and receive the benefit of new and 
everlasting life, as he has. Eternal life can only begin 
with belief. It is an active choice of the individual. We 
must believe that Jesus is the saving Christ or reject 
Him. Paul says, “I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern 
to those who are going to believe on Him for everlast- 
ing life.” If you have never believed in Jesus, take this 
opportunity to tell God how you feel. Believe in Jesus 
as Savior and begin on the path of a new life. 

1:16 believe on Him. As stated over 185 times in the 
New Testament, the sole condition for salvation is 
belief, having faith or trust in Jesus Christ. The gos- 
pel (or “good news”) is that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
gave up His heavenly kingdom for a time to become 
a human. As a man, He died for our sins, was buried, 
and rose on the third day. All who place their trust in 
Jesus will be saved from the coming judgment and 
from the present power of sin. To add any other con- 
dition to faith for salvation is to make it dependent on 
our own works (Rom. 11:6; Gal. 2:16). 

1:20 delivered to Satan. Paul did not have some sort 
of authority over these men to have them “delivered” 
in the sense that they would now belong to Satan. 
Rather, Paul had stopped trying to exhort them, or 
show them the way they should go. They would not 
listen, so Paul had to say, “So be it, go your own way.” 


2:4 desires all men to be saved. God desires that 
all men would be saved, although this does not 
mean that He will force this to happen. Only those 
who believe in Christ will receive salvation (Rom. 
1:16-17; 3:21-26; 5:17). Christ died for the sins of 
the entire world, but only those who believe will 
receive the benefits of His sacrifice. to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. God not only wants our 
salvation (justification), He also wants us to grow in 
truth (sanctification) so that we will not be led astray 
by false teachers. 

2:5 one God. This is the central truth of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. The only living God desires that all should 
be saved. He is the only one to whom our prayers 
should be addressed. Mediator. This is a concept that 
came from the ceremonial worship in the Old Testa- 
ment. In the tabernacle and later in the temple, the 
priests mediated between God and Israel by offering 
sacrifices to atone for the sins of the people. In their 
position of mediator, the priests were the only ones 
eligible to enter into the holy place, the place where 
God had made His presence known. When Jesus 
came, He came as the Mediator between man and 
God. Through Him we can be eligible to enter into 
God's holy presence. 

2:6 ransom. The Greek word translated “ransom” is 
found only here in the New Testament. It specifically 
refers to a ransom paid for a slave. 

2:7 in faith and truth. Paul was called not only to 
preach the gospel to the Gentiles, but also to guide 
their growth in truth. 
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Men and Women in the Church 

8] desire therefore that the men pray 
leverywhere, lifting up holy hands, with- 
out wrath and doubting; 9%in like manner 
also, that the "women adorn themselves 
in modest apparel, with propriety and 
moderation, not with braided hair or 
gold or pearls or costly clothing, 1°but, 
which is proper for women professing 
godliness, with good works. 'Let a wom- 
an learn in silence with all submission. 
122And PI do not permit a woman to teach 
or to have authority over a man, but to 
be in silence. 8For Adam was formed 
first, then Eve. 4And Adam was not de- 
ceived, but the woman being deceived, 
fell into transgression. Nevertheless 
she will be saved in childbearing if they 
continue in faith, love, and holiness, with 
self-control. 


1 Timothy 3:7. @ 1325 
Qualifications of Overseers 

This is a faithful saying: If a man de- 

sires the position of a bishop,* he de- 
sires a good work. 2A bishop then must 
be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
temperate, sober-minded, of good behav- 
ior, hospitable, able to teach; 3not given to 
wine, not violent, not greedy for money,* 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; 
4one who rules his own house well, having 
his children in submission with all rever- 
ence 5(for if a man does not know how to 
rule his own house, how will he take care 
of the church of God?); Snot a novice, lest 
being puffed up with pride he fall into the 
same condemnation as the devil. 7More- 
over he must have a good testimony among 


* 3:1 Literally overseer *3:3 NU-Text omits not 


greedy for money. 


2:8 men. The Greek word translated “men” in this 
verse refers specifically to males as distinguished 
from females. Some believe that this verse means 
specifically public worship, while others believe it 
refers to life in general. lifting up holy hands. This is 
a Hebrew way of praying (1 Kin. 8:22; Ps. 141:2). “Holy” 
means morally and spiritually clean. 

2:9 in modest apparel. Modesty means more than 
just covering up enough. It means not flaunting one’s 
wealth, or one’s jewels, or one’s name brands, as well 
as not flaunting one’s body. propriety. This word 
means reverence and respect, shrinking away from 
what is inappropriate. 

2:10 good works. A Christian woman’s beauty should 
be found in her godly character and her love for the 
Lord as demonstrated in all types of good works. 
2:11 in silence with all submission. These verses 
are not easy to understand, and there are many 
differences of opinion as to their meaning. The 
Scripture here does actually say just what it looks 
like: that women must be silent and submissive. It 
is universally accepted that this is referring to times 
of public worship, although the Bible makes it clear 
that a woman must submit to her husband (Eph. 
5:22; Col. 3:18), but the concept of submission also 
applies to all believers. Philippians 4:5 says, “Let 
your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at 
hand.” Being submissive means not being unruly or 
argumentative. There are times when it is proper for 
a woman to teach, pray, or prophesy (1 Cor. 11), but 
apparently this is not supposed to happen in public 
worship. 

2:12 to teach or to have authority. |t seems best 
to understand this passage as saying that women 
may exercise their spiritual gifts in a variety of min- 
istries in the local assembly, as long as those gifts 
are exercised under the appropriate leadership of 
men. We have problems understanding the roles 
of men and women in the church. Often we want to 
ignore the subject altogether and say that men and 
women are entirely equal, the alternative being that 
men become despotic and tyrannical, while women 
become spiritually weak with no teaching and no 
opportunity to use their God-given gifts. Men and 
women are equal in God’s eyes in terms of their 
value as people and eligibility for spiritual growth 
and relationship with God, but He created this dif- 
ference in roles. Many tend to feel that this role 


difference is because of the fall, but God did create 
men and women to be different. The mess and con- 
fusion we have with our God-given positions is the 
result of the fall. 

2:14 Adam was not deceived. This seems to point 
to the fact that Adam sinned with his eyes open; he 
knew what he was doing. Eve sinned because she was 
deceived. Paul’s arguments from creation and the fall 
seem to indicate that the prohibitions in verses 9-12 
are permanent, not cultural. 

2:15 will be saved in childbearing. This is a very 
difficult verse to understand and no one agrees 
about what it means. We know that it does not mean 
“saved” in terms of receiving eternal life, because the 
Bible elsewhere makes it very clear we are saved by 
faith alone john 3:15-18; Rom. 1:16-17; 3:23-26). 
Some think that it has to do with daily sanctifica- 
tion and the woman's special task of bearing chil- 
dren. Others say it is referring to being delivered 
from the desire to dominate by recognizing one’s 
appropriate place in God's creation order. Still others 
believe that it refers specifically to the birth of Jesus 
Christ, the seed born of woman prophesied in Gen- 
esis 3:15. 

3:1 bishop. This means a person who oversees a con- 
gregation. The words “bishop” and “elder” are used 
interchangeably for the same office (Titus 1:5-7). 

3:2 blameless. The idea is not that an overseer is sin- 
less, but that he displays mature consistent Christian 
conduct that gives no reason for anyone to accuse 
him of anything. husband of one wife. This phrase 
is also subject to much disagreement. Many feel that 
it means “a one-woman kind of man,” indicating a 
lifestyle of fidelity. Others feel that it is more specific, 
and prohibits a divorced and remarried man from the 
elder position. Certainly it is an exclusion of anyone 
who is sexually immoral or a polygamist. 

3:3 violent. An overseer is not to be a quarrelsome 
man. 

3:7 good testimony. An overseer must have a good 
reputation in the community. A non-Christian should 
not be able to reproach or insult an elder because of 
his behavior. The elder’s good testimony avoids the 
traps of Satan. 


2:8!/Luke 23:34 ™Ps.134:2. 2:91 Pet. 3:3 
2:10°1 Pet. 3:4 = 2:12? 1 Cor. 14:34 
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those who are outside, lest he fall into re- 
proach and the 4snare of the devil. 


Qualifications of Deacons 

8Likewise deacons must be reverent, not 
double-tongued, ’not given to much wine, 
not greedy for money, 9holding the mystery 
of the faith with a pure conscience. But 
let these also first be tested; then let them 
serve as deacons, being found blameless. 
llLikewise, their wives must be reverent, 
not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all 
things. !2Let deacons be the husbands of 
one wife, ruling their children and their 
own houses well. !3For those who have 
served well as deacons cobtain for them- 
selves a good standing and great boldness 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


The Great Mystery 

4These things I write to you, though I 
hope to come to you shortly; '5but if I am 
delayed, I write so that you may know how 
you ought to conduct yourself in the house 
of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 
16And without controversy great is the 
mystery of godliness: 


dGod* was manifested in the flesh, 
eJustified in the Spirit, 

fSeen by angels, 

ePreached among the Gentiles, 
hBelieved on in the world, 
‘Received up in glory. 


The Great Apostasy 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in 

latter times some will depart from the 
faith, giving heed ¢to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons, 25speaking lies in 
hypocrisy, having their own conscience 
cseared with a hot iron, 3forbidding to 
marry, and commanding to abstain from 
foods which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by those who believe 
and know the truth. 4For every creature of 
God is good, and nothing is to be refused 
if it is received with thanksgiving; 5for it is 
sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 


A Good Servant of Jesus Christ 

6If you instruct the brethren in these 
things, you will be a good minister of Jesus 
Christ, ¢nourished in the words of faith 
and of the good doctrine which you have 
carefully followed. 7But ¢reject profane and 
old wives’ fables, and fexercise yourself to- 
ward godliness. 8For bodily exercise prof- 
its a little, but godliness is profitable for all 
things, "having promise of the life that now 
is and of that which is to come. 9This is a 
faithful saying and worthy of all accep- 
tance. 10For to this end we both labor and 
suffer reproach,* because we trust in the 
living God, ‘who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of those who believe. These 
things command and teach. 


* 3:16 NU-Text reads Who. 
we labor and strive. 


*4:10 NU-Text reads 


3:8 deacons. Deacons fill a second leadership posi- 
tion in the local assembly. The Greek word for deacon 
means “servant.” not double-tongued. This speaks 
specifically of the dangers of gossip, especially chang- 
ing sides or changing a story to fit the audience. 

3:9 mystery of the faith. The mystery of the faith is 
the coming of God in the flesh (v. 16). The Son of God 
becoming a human in order to serve humanity (Mark 
10:43-45) is the embodiment of service. 

3:11 their wives. Some believe here that Paul is 
speaking of another office in the local body, that of 
“deaconess,” godly women who serve under the 
leadership of the elders. Others, however, believe 
that this verse refers to the wives of the deacons, and 
not to an office. It could be assumed that both are 
true, and that the deacon and his wife are supposed 
to work together as a team, serving the church. The 
original language leaves the verse open to interpre- 
tation, since the Greek uses one word to mean both 
woman and wife. 

3:15 pillar and ground of the truth. Misconduct 
and disorder in the local church weaken the support 
of God's truth in the world. We as believers have a 
tremendous responsibility to keep the name of our 
Lord without spot or criticism from the nonbelieving 
world. 

3:16 manifested in the flesh. This refers to Christ's 
incarnation, the fact that Jesus became man (John 
1:14). Justified in the Spirit. This is the work of the 
Holy Spirit in Jesus’ ministry and resurrection (Matt. 
3:15-17; John 16:7-10; Rom. 1:4). Seen by angels. 
This refers to the angelic witness of Christ’s ministry 
and resurrection. Preached among the Gentiles. 


This refers to the preaching of Christ to the Gentiles 
(Col. 1:23). Believed on in the world. This is the 
response of individuals to God’s plan of salvation (Col. 
1:18-25). Received up in glory. Christ ascended to 
heaven and is seated at God's right hand there (Acts 
1:9; Heb. 1:3-4). 

4:1 the Spirit expressly says. When Paul speaks of 
the Holy Spirit’s words here, he may be referring to 
various prophecies inspired by the Holy Spirit con- 
cerning defection from God's truth (Dan. 7:25; 8:23; 
Matt. 24:4—12), or also he may have been referring to 
a revelation the Spirit had given him. 

4:5 sanctified. Sanctified means “set apart,” or 
“made holy.” Paul is saying that God has sanctified 
all the good things He created, from marriage to the 
food we eat. Nothing is less in accord with God than 
to begin forbidding the good things He made for us. 

4:7 old wives’ fables. This is not to say that such 
fables are appropriate for old women either. Paul is 
merely using the term “old wives’ fables” to describe 
the superstitions and thoughtless beliefs that were 
prevalent. 

4:8 profits a little. This contrasts the short-term 
value of physical exercise with the long-term benefits 
of godliness for all things. 

4:10 Savior of all men. This describes God as the One 
who gives life, breath, and existence to all. 


3:792Tim.2:26 3:8°Ezek.44:21 3:13 ¢Matt. 25:21 
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Take Heed to Your Ministry 

12Let no one despise your youth, but be 
an jexample to the believers in word, in 
conduct, in love, in spirit,* in faith, in puri- 
ty. I8Till I come, give attention to reading, 
to exhortation, to doctrine. 4kDo not ne- 
glect the gift that is in you, which was giv- 
en to you by prophecy ‘with the laying on 
of the hands of the eldership. Meditate on 
these things; give yourself entirely to them, 
that your progress may be evident to all. 
16Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. 
Continue in them, for in doing this you will 
save both yourself and those who hear you. 


Treatment of Church Members 
Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort 
him as a father, younger men as broth- 
ers, 20lder women as mothers, younger 
women as sisters, with all purity. 


Honor True Widows 

3Honor widows who are really widows. 
4But if any widow has children or grand- 
children, let them first learn to show piety 
at home and ¢to repay their parents; for 
this is good and* acceptable before God. 
5Now she who is really a widow, and left 
alone, trusts in God and continues in sup- 
plications and prayers >night and day. ®But 
she who lives in pleasure is dead while she 
lives. 7And these things command, that 
they may be blameless. 8But if anyone does 
not provide for his own, <and especially for 
those of his household, “he has denied the 
faith eand is worse than an unbeliever. 

§Do not let a widow under sixty years old 
be taken into the number, and not unless 


1Timothy 5:20 @ 1327 
she has been the wife of one man, !well 
reported for good works: if she has brought 
up children, if she has lodged strangers, if 
she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has 
relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently 
followed every good work. 

UBut refuse the younger widows; for 
when they have begun to grow wanton 
against Christ, they desire to marry, !2hav- 
ing condemnation because they have cast 
off their first faith. 13And besides they learn 
to be idle, wandering about from house to 
house, and not only idle but also gossips 
and busybodies, saying things which they 
ought not. 14Therefore I desire that the 
younger widows marry, bear children, 
manage the house, give no opportunity 
to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 
15For some have already turned aside after 
Satan. !6If any believing man or* woman 
has widows, let them relieve them, and do 
not let the church be burdened, that it may 
relieve those who are really widows. 


Honor the Elders 

17Let the elders who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in the word and doctrine. !8For 
the Scripture says, f“You shall not muzzle 
an ox while it treads out the grain,”* and, 
“The laborer is worthy of his wages.”* 
19Do not receive an accusation against an 
elder except "from two or three witness- 
es. 20Those who are sinning rebuke in the 
presence of all, that the rest also may fear. 


*4:12 NU-Text omits in spirit. *5:4 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit goodand. *5:16 NU-Text omits man 
or. *5:18 Deuteronomy 25:4 ¢ Luke 10:7 


4:12 be an example. Timothy, in spite of youth, was 
to set an example in five areas: “in word,” meaning his 
speech; “in conduct,” or behavior; “in love, in spirit” 
which is the love of God; “in faith,” meaning trust in 
God; “in purity,” both in thought and action. These 
are qualities every believer should strive after, prac- 
tice, and desire. 

4:16 save both yourself. This is not a reference to 
justification by works, but to sanctification, which 
is the Christian's daily walk of faith (Mark 8:34-38; 
John 12:25-26). Timothy's example and hard work in 
teaching would serve to help others with their walk 
also. 

5:2 all purity. Believing men must respect the purity 
of a young woman as the purity of a sister. 

5:3 really widows. This refers to a woman who when 
widowed is left with no family at all, as opposed to 
those widows who still have living children or other 
relations. 

5:4 show piety at home. Piety is respect, reverence, 
or obligation. Honoring our parents includes caring 
for them physically and financially as they grow 
older. 

5:8 does not provide for his own. A believer is to 
provide for his family and this seems to include any of 
his relatives that need help. Failure to do this denies 
the faith he has said to believe in and smirches the 
name of Christianity. 

5:9 taken into the number. Many believe the list 


referred to here was a list of widows whom the church 
was to assist. Some have maintained that this was an 
official order of widows. These women were to pray 
for the church and practice works of charity (vv. 5,10). 
5:13-14 idle... gossips and busybodies. An old say- 
ing tells us, “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.” Do 
not allow yourself to become so idle that you begin to 
gossip. As odd as it may sound, it will happen. Employ 
yourself with the tasks God has set before you. Look 
around. There are lots of things we as believers 
should be doing. 

5:18 Scripture says. Paul quotes two passages: Deu- 
teronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7. The quotation from 
Luke is especially interesting as it shows that Paul 
considered the Gospels to be Scripture as well as the 
Old Testament. 

5:19 an accusation against an elder. Charges 
against elders are to be factual, not based on a single 
opinion or rumor. 

5:20 Those who are sinning. This seems to refer to 
elders who fail in their leadership, whether in the 
church, in their social relationships, or in their home 
ife. Public rebuke is to serve as a warning to other 
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21] charge you before God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels 
that you observe these things without 
iprejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 
22Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor 
ishare in other people’s sins; keep yourself 
pure. 

23No longer drink only water, but use 
a little wine for your stomach’s sake and 
your frequent infirmities. 

24Some men’s sins are ‘clearly evident, 
preceding them to judgment, but those 
of some men follow later. 25Likewise, the 
good works of some are clearly evident, 
and those that are otherwise cannot be 
hidden. 


Honor Masters 

Let as many “bondservants as are un- 

der the yoke count their own masters 
worthy of all honor, so that the name of 
God and His doctrine may not be blas- 
phemed. 2And those who have believing 
masters, let them not despise them be- 
cause they are brethren, but rather serve 
them because those who are benefited are 
believers and beloved. Teach and exhort 
these things. 


Error and Greed 

3If anyone teaches otherwise and does 
not consent to wholesome words, even 
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, cand 
to the doctrine which accords with godli- 
ness, “he is proud, knowing nothing, but 
is obsessed with disputes and arguments 
over words, from which come envy, strife, 
reviling, evil suspicions, 5useless wran- 
glings* of men of corrupt minds and 
destitute of the truth, who suppose that 


godliness is a means of gain. From 4such 
withdraw yourself.* 

6Now godliness with econtentment 
is great gain. 7For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is fcertain* we can 
carry nothing out. 8And having food and 
clothing, with these we shall be £con- 
tent. 3But those who desire to be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and harmful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition. 
10For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 
from the faith in their greediness, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. 


The Good Confession 

uBut you, O man of God, flee these 
things and pursue righteousness, god- 
liness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 
12Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal life, to which you were also 
called and have confessed the good 
confession in the presence of many wit- 
nesses. 13] urge you in the sight of God 
who gives life to all things, and before 
Christ Jesus "who witnessed the good 
confession before Pontius Pilate, !4that 
you keep this commandment without 
spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s appearing, which He will 
manifest in His own time, He who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, !6who alone has 
immortality, dwelling in ‘unapproachable 
light, iwhom no man has seen or can see, 


*6:5 NU-Text and M-Text read constant fric- 
tion. ¢ NU-Text omits this sentence. *6:7 NU- 
Text omits and it is certain. 


believers. Sin is a serious matter, especially for those 
who are in leadership, setting an example for others 
(1 Pet. 4:14). 

5:22 hastily. This verse is believed to be warning 
against too quickly restoring a leader who has fallen. 
Correction in love and restoration to fellowship 
should occur as soon as possible, but restoration to 
leadership should not be made without time and 
biblical evaluation. Not only does this apply to former 
leaders, it is a caution not to share responsibility for 
someone else’s sins by restoring or appointing some- 
one who is not qualified. 

5:25 evident... cannot be hidden. Unnoticed good 
works always come to light, if not in this life, at the 
judgment seat, but even sins hidden from men can- 
not be concealed from God. 

6:1 bondservants. This serves as an example of 
how believers should act in the workplace. We are 
Christians, who are to represent our faith, and Christ 
Himself. If we do this badly, we minimize not only our 
faith, but the power and testimony of Christ. 

6:2 these things. “These things” probably are best 
understood as the contents of the entire letter to 
Timothy. 

6:9 those who desire to be rich. |nside of every man 
there is a “God-shaped void.” Many unbelievers try to 


fill this inner longing with wealth and possessions. 
Greed drives people to temptation and foolish and 
harmful desires. This is not an ailment of unbelievers 
only. Many believers also try to gain material things 
rather than the imperishable things of righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness 
(v. 11). These are the things we should pursue with all 
of our being. 

6:10 love of money. Money in and of itself is not a 
problem, but the love of money is. Christians can be 
so blinded by greed that they no longer see the need 
for holy living. A life focused on material things brings 
only pain. 

6:12 lay hold on eternal life. Use the hope of ever- 
lasting life with the Savior as your lifeline, your com- 
fort, and your guide. 

6:14 our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing. The immi- 
nent return of Christ should be a motive for godly 
iving (1 John 2:28). 

6:16 immortality. This may also be translated “with- 
out death.” The glorified Christ can never die. 


221! Deut. 1:17 
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to whom be honor and everlasting power. 
Amen. 


Instructions to the Rich 

17Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to trust 
in uncertain riches but in the living God, 
who gives us richly all things 'to enjoy. 
18L.et them do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to give, willing to 
share, !9storing up for themselves a good 


1Timothy 6:21 @ 1329 
foundation for the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life. 


Guard the Faith 

200 Timothy! "Guard what was commit- 
ted to your trust, “avoiding the profane and 
idle babblings and contradictions of what 
is falsely called knowledge— 2!by profess- 
ing it some have strayed concerning the 
faith. 

Grace be with you. Amen. 


6:20 falsely called knowledge. Gnosticism (from the 
Greek word for knowledge) is a heresy that teaches 
that salvation comes through secret knowledge of 
spiritual mysteries. 

6:21 Grace be with you. The Greek word for “you” 
here is plural, including the whole church. God's 
grace to us as sinners is indeed amazing. 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 


TIMOTHY 


> AUTHOR: Fearing for their own lives, the Asian believers failed to support Paul 
after this second Roman imprisonment and his first defense before the imperial 
court (1:15; 4:16). Now he was in a cold Roman cell (4:13) without hope of acquittal 
in spite of the success of his initial defense. Under these conditions, Paul wrote this 
epistle in the fall of A.D. 67, hoping that Timothy would be able to visit him before 
the approaching winter (4:21). 

> TIME: c.A.D.66-67 >» KEY VERSES: 2 Tim. 3:14-17 

> THEME: This is likely the last of Paul’s writings that we have. He writes this letter 
from a prison cell where he is being kept like a common criminal. He knows that his 
work on earth is nearing its conclusion, and these are then his last words of coun- 
sel to his trusted companion in ministry. One can sense his weariness, but also his 
strongly held conviction about what is necessary for the continued growth of the 
church. One can also clearly see the hope that sustains him as he looks forward to 


going home to Christ. 


Greeting 
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ* by the 
will of God, according to the ¢promise of 
life which is in Christ Jesus, 


2To Timothy, a »beloved son: 


Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Timothy's Faith and Heritage 

3] thank God, whom I serve with a pure 
conscience, as my ‘forefathers did, as with- 
out ceasing I remember you in my prayers 
night and day, 4greatly desiring to see you, 
being mindful of your tears, that I may be 
filled with joy, 5when I call to remembrance 
athe genuine faith that is in you, which 
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 
eyour mother Eunice, and I am persuad- 
ed is in you also. Therefore I remind you 
fto stir up the gift of God which is in you 


through the laying on of my hands. 7For 
God has not given us a spirit of fear, "but 
of power and of love and of a sound mind. 


Not Ashamed of the Gospel 
8iTherefore do not be ashamed of ithe 
testimony of our Lord, nor of me ’His 
prisoner, but share with me in the suffer- 
ings for the gospel according to the power 
of God, 9who has saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, ‘not according to our 
works, but “according to His own purpose 
and grace which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus "before time began, !but chas now 
been revealed by the appearing of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel, !!»to which I was 
appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a 


* 1:1 NU-Text and M-Text read Christ Jesus. 


1:1 the promise of life. This message of life stands in 
ironic contrast to the fact that Paul was writing froma 
Roman prison, facing his execution. 

1:3 my forefathers. Paul's forefathers were the patri- 
archs of the faith: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Paul 
had great love for Israel (Rom. 9:1—5). The reason that 
he connects himself to Israel's forefathers may be to 
demonstrate that he is not advocating a new religion 
but one of which the godly of the past are also a part. 
1:5 Lois... Eunice. The prayers, witness, and faith of his 
godly mother and grandmother were central factors 
in the spiritual development of Timothy (1 Tim. 2:15). 
1:8 do not be ashamed of the testimony. Testimony 
is the witness of the Lord; the Greek term is the source 
of the English word martyr. Church tradition says that 
most of the apostles died as martyrs. 


1:9 not according to our works. It is impossible for 
people to earn their way into heaven. Salvation is by 
grace, the unearned and undeserved favor of God. 
1:10 abolished death. Knowing that leaving our 
earthly bodies simply means that we will live forever 
with the Lord effectively robs death of its dread. The 
same gospel that offers us the forgiveness of sins 
and draws us to holy living also announces life and 
immortality. Believing the gospel, we begin to live in 
the power of an endless life (1 John 5:11-13,20). 
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teacher of the Gentiles.* !2For this reason I 
also suffer these things; nevertheless I am 
not ashamed, “for I know whom I have be- 
lieved and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep what I have committed to Him until 
that Day. 


Be Loyal to the Faith 

13rHold fast sthe pattern of tsound words 
which you have heard from me, in faith and 
love which are in Christ Jesus. That good 
thing which was committed to you, keep by 
the Holy Spirit who dwells in us. 

This you know, that all those in Asia 
have turned away from me, among whom 
are Phygellus and Hermogenes. !6The Lord 
grant mercy to the “household of Onesiph- 
orus, for he often refreshed me, and was 
not ashamed of my chain; !7but when he 
arrived in Rome, he sought me out very 
zealously and found me. !8The Lord Ygrant 
to him that he may find mercy from the 
Lord win that Day—and you know very 
well how many ways he xministered to me* 
at Ephesus. 


Be Strong in Grace 

You therefore, “my son, be strong in the 

grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2And the 
things that you have heard from me among 
many witnesses, commit these to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also. 
3You therefore must ‘endure* hardship ¢as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4¢No one en- 
gaged in warfare entangles himself with 
the affairs of this life, that he may please 
him who enlisted him as a soldier. 5And 
also ‘if anyone competes in athletics, he is 
not crowned unless he competes accord- 
ing to the rules. 6The hardworking farmer 
must be first to partake of the crops. 7Con- 
sider what I say, and may* the Lord give 
you understanding in all things. 
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8Remember that Jesus Christ, "of the 
seed of David, ‘was raised from the dead 
jaccording to my gospel, 9*for which I 
suffer trouble as an evildoer, ‘even to the 
point of chains; ™but the word of God is not 
chained. !°Therefore "I endure all things 
for the sake of the elect, °that they also 
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory. 

11 This is a faithful saying: 


For Pif we died with Him, 
We shall also live with Him. 
12 alf we endure, 
We shall also reign with Him. 
‘If we deny Him, 
He also will deny us. 
13 If we are faithless, 
He remains faithful; 
He scannot deny Himself. 


Approved and Disapproved 


Workers 

14Remind them of these things, tcharg- 
ing them before the Lord not to strive 
about words to no profit, to the ruin of the 
hearers. 145uBe diligent to present yourself 
approved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 16But shun profane and 
idle babblings, for they will increase to 
more ungodliness. !17And their message 
will spread like cancer. vVHymenaeus 
and Philetus are of this sort, 8who have 
strayed concerning the truth, saying that 
the resurrection is already past; and they 
overthrow the faith of some. !%Neverthe- 
less *the solid foundation of God stands, 
having this seal: “The Lord yknows those 


* 1:11 NU-Text omits of the Gentiles. *1:18 To 
me is from the Vulgate and a few Greek manu- 
scripts. *2:3 NU-Text reads You must share. 
* 2:7 NU-Text reads the Lord will give you. 


1:12 what! have committed. It is certain that God will 
keep our “deposit” safe. Paul was preparing for immi- 
nent death, but in spite of this he was hopeful. He had 
spent his time, resources, and even his life proclaiming 
the gospel, and this investment in Christ's kingdom 
would bring him an abundant reward in eternity (Luke 
19:15; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; Rev. 11:15,18). 

1:14 That good thing. This is the truth of the king- 
dom of God (Matt. 13:44—45; 1 Tim. 6:20). 

2:1 strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The 
emphasis is on the strength of Christ, not on Tim- 
othy’s own power. If we trust in ourselves, we are 
doomed to fail. 

2:2 commit these to faithful men. Since the time of 
Christ, there has been an endless chain of Christian 
discipleship (Matt. 28:18-20). 

2:8 seed of David. Jesus is the fulfillment of all the 
promises that God gave to David (2 Sam. 7:11-16). 
2:11 if we died... shall also live. Believers are united 
with Christ in His death and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-11). 
2:12 If we endure. Persevering in our faith, even in 
the face of hardship or persecution, will result in a 
reward when Christ returns (Luke 19:11-27; Rom. 
8:17; Rev. 3:21). 


2:13 faithless. This word describes an immature 
believer who lives for self and not for the Savior 
(1 Cor. 3:1-3,15). He remains faithful. For Christ to 
abandon us would be contrary to His faithful nature 
(ohn 10:27-30; Heb. 10:23; 13:5). 

2:15 Be diligent. The position of teaching God’s word 
is a position of great responsibility, not to be taken 
lightly James 3:1). 

2:18 already past. This was probably an early 
form of Gnosticism, a body of teaching which 
emphasized the “spiritual,” and considered the 
physical world and the human body unreal and 
unimportant. 
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who are His,” and, “Let everyone who 
names the name of Christ* depart from 
iniquity.” 

20But in a great house there are not 
only zvessels of gold and silver, but also 
of wood and clay, some for honor and 
some for dishonor. 2!Therefore if anyone 
cleanses himself from the latter, he will be 
a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful 
for the Master, «prepared for every good 
work. 225Flee also youthful lusts; but pur- 
sue righteousness, faith, love, peace with 
those who call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. 23But avoid foolish and ignorant 
disputes, knowing that they generate 
strife. 24And ca servant of the Lord must 
not quarrel but be gentle to all, ¢able to 
teach, ¢patient, 25fin humility correcting 
those who are in opposition, sif God per- 
haps will grant them repentance, "so that 
they may know the truth, 26and that they 
may come to their senses and ‘escape the 
snare of the devil, having been taken cap- 
tive by him to do his will. 


Perilous Times and Perilous Men 
But know this, that ¢in the last days 
perilous times will come: 2For men 

will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 

money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
holy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, 
without self-control, brutal, despisers 
of good, 4>traitors, headstrong, haugh- 
ty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God, 5chaving a form of godliness but 
ddenying its power. And efrom such peo- 
ple turn away! 6For fof this sort are those 
who creep into households and make 


captives of gullible women loaded down 
with sins, led away by various lusts, 7al- 
ways learning and never able “to come 
to the knowledge of the truth. 8*Now as 
Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so 
do these also resist the truth: ‘men of cor- 
rupt minds, idisapproved concerning the 
faith; but they will progress no further, 
for their folly will be manifest to all, kas 
theirs also was. 


The Man of God and the Word 
of God 


10/But you have carefully followed my 
doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
longsuffering, love, perseverance, "perse- 
cutions, afflictions, which happened to me 
mat Antioch, "at Iconium, °at Lystra—what 
persecutions I endured. And Pout of them 
all the Lord delivered me. !2 Yes, and ¢all 
who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer persecution. !3"But evil men and 
impostors will grow worse and worse, de- 
ceiving and being deceived. 4But you must 
scontinue in the things which you have 
learned and been assured of, knowing 
from whom you have learned them, band 
that from childhood you have known ‘the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus. 

16uA1] Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, vand is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, !7that the man of God may 
be complete, *thoroughly equipped for ev- 
ery good work. 


* 2:19 NU-Text and M-Text read the Lord. 


2:21 Master. This is a strong term for God's authority 
over the lives of believers, regardless of their level of 
spiritual maturity. 

2:22 Flee... pursue. When we run toward righteous- 
ness, we are running away from sin. The two are com- 
pletely opposite, and a person cannot follow both at 
once. 

2:25 in humility correcting. The aim of instruction is 
repentance or a change of thinking, not self-justifica- 
tion or the pleasure of argument. 

2:26 come to their senses. False teaching has an 
intoxicating effect that dulls the mind to God’s truth. 
3:5 a form of godliness. This is an outward appear- 
ance of reverence for God. Denying its power 
describes religious activity that is not connected 
to a living relationship with Jesus Christ. This kind 
of religion provokes God's anger (Is. 1:10-18; Matt. 
23:25-28). 

3:8 Jannes and Jambres. They are not named in the 
Old Testament, but according to Jewish tradition, 
Jannes and Jambres were two of the Egyptian magi- 
cians who opposed Moses (Ex. 7:11). 

3:12 will suffer persecution. God does not prom- 
ise deliverance from persecution, but deliverance 
through it. Persecution is one of the means that God 
uses to bring about our growth and sanctification 
(2:12; Matt. 5:10-12; Rev. 2:10). 


3:16 inspiration of God. This is literally “God- 
breathed.” Scripture was freely produced by human 
writers, but the original Author is God Himself. God 
“breathed out” the Scriptures so that they are not 
only human words, but simultaneously and _ulti- 
mately the very utterances of God. Thus, Scripture 
is true in all that it affirms and is completely author- 
itative (1 Pet. 1:20-21). The Bible not only “contains 
God's words,” it is God’s Word. Therefore the Scrip- 
tures are fully consistent and inerrant, authoritative 
and trustworthy. 

3:17 every good work. Paul emphasizes the essential 
link between knowing God’s Word and applying it to 
one’s daily life. Right doctrine should produce right 
practice. 
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Preach the Word 

I “charge you therefore before God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ, "who will judge 
the living and the dead at* His appearing 
and His kingdom: 2Preach the word! Be 
ready in season and out of season. °Con- 
vince, “rebuke, ¢exhort, with all longsuf- 
fering and teaching. 3fFor the time will 
come when they will not endure “sound 
doctrine, "but according to their own de- 
sires, because they have itching ears, they 
will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and 
they will turn their ears away from the 
truth, and ‘be turned aside to fables. 5But 
you be watchful in all things, iendure af- 
flictions, do the work of *an evangelist, 
fulfill your ministry. 


Paul's Valedictory 

6For !I am already being poured out as 
a drink offering, and the time of ™my de- 
parture is at hand. 7"] have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. 8Finally, there is laid up for me 
othe crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
4on that Day, and not to me only but also to 
all who have loved His appearing. 


The Abandoned Apostle 

9Be diligent to come to me quickly; !for 
rDemas has forsaken me, shaving loved 
this present world, and has departed for 
Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Ti- 
tus for Dalmatia. UOnly Luke is with me. 
Get ‘Mark and bring him with you, for he 
is useful to me for ministry. !12And Ty- 
chicus I have sent to Ephesus. !3Bring the 
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cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when 
you come—and the books, especially the 
parchments. 

MvAlexander the coppersmith did me 
much harm. May the Lord repay him ac- 
cording to his works. 5 You also must be- 
ware of him, for he has greatly resisted our 
words. 

16At my first defense no one stood with 
me, but all forsook me. “May it not be 
charged against them. 


The Lord Is Faithful 

I7xBut the Lord stood with me and 
strengthened me, Yso that the message 
might be preached fully through me, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I 
was delivered Zout of the mouth of the lion. 
18a A nd the Lord will deliver me from every 
evil work and preserve me for His heaven- 
ly kingdom. »To Him be glory forever and 
ever. Amen! 


Come Before Winter 

19Greet cPrisca and Aquila, and the 
household of 4Onesiphorus. 29Erastus 
stayed in Corinth, but fTrophimus I have 
left in Miletus sick. 

21Do your utmost to come before winter. 

Eubulus greets you, as well as Pudens, 
Linus, Claudia, and all the brethren. 


Farewell 
22The Lord Jesus Christ* be with your 
spirit. Grace be with you. Amen. 


* 4:1 NU-Text omits therefore and reads and by for 
at. *4:22 NU-Text omits Jesus Christ. 


4:2 longsuffering. Longsuffering and doctrine are 
two necessary components of an effective ministry. 
True spiritual growth occurs over a period of time, 
through consistent teaching and application of God’s 
Word. 

4:6 drink offering. An offering performed by pour- 
ing wine out on the ground or altar (Num. 28:11-31). 
Paul's life was already being poured out in service to 
Christ. 

4:7 fought the good fight. Paul did not make 
these comments until the end of his race, when he 
was about to die. He did not presume or rely on his 
past service. Instead, he persevered, struggled, and 
served God until the end (1 Cor. 9:24—27). 

4:8 loved His appearing. These are the believers 
who have lived faithfully in the hope of His return 
(Titus 2:11-15; 1 John 2:28). 

4:11 Mark. Mark's desertion of Paul in Pamphylia on 
his first missionary journey had led to the separation 
of Paul and Barnabas at the beginning of Paul’s sec- 
ond missionary journey (Acts 15:36-40). Later Paul 
and Mark were reconciled, and Mark served Paul in 
the ministry (Col. 4:10). It is believed that Mark later 
wrote the Gospel of Mark. 


4:12 Tychicus. Tychicus was Paul's faithful co-worker 
(Acts 20:4; Eph. 6:21; Col. 4:7). 

4:14 Alexander. This may be the person named in 
1 Timothy 1:20 or Acts 19:33, who caused harm to 
Paul's ministry in Ephesus. 

4:19 Prisca and Aquila. Prisca is a form of the name 
Priscilla. Paul had met Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth 
on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-3), and 
they had assisted in God’s work in Ephesus (Acts 
18:18-19). 

4:20 Trophimus. Trophimus, a member of the church 
of Ephesus (Acts 21:29), had traveled with Paul to 
Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 


TITUS 


> AUTHOR: Titus was one of Paul’s Gentile converts. He probably worked with Paul 
during his time at Ephesus on his third missionary journey. Later he also worked 
in Corinth and this letter indicates that Paul is commissioning him to work on the 
island of Crete. Paul wrote this letter about A.D. 63, perhaps from Corinth, taking 
advantage of the journey of Zenas and Apollos (3:13), whose destination would take 
them by way of Crete. 

> TIME: c.A.0.63 >» KEY VERSE: Titus 3:8 

> THEME: Paul's instructions to Titus are similar to those he gives to Timothy. He 
gives him instructions about the leadership and organization of the church and 
guidance in dealing with the opposition of those who would contradict his teach- 
ing. His tone is that of a seasoned leader passing on the essential instructions to a 


valued disciple. 


Greeting 

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apos- 

tle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith 
of God’s elect and “the acknowledgment of 
the truth which accords with godliness, 
2in hope of eternal life which God, who 
ccannot lie, promised before time began, 
3but has in due time manifested His word 
through preaching, which was committed 
to me according to the commandment of 
God our Savior; 


4To 4Titus, a true son in our common 
faith: 


Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Fa- 
ther and the Lord Jesus Christ* our Savior. 


Qualified Elders 

5For this reason I left you in Crete, that 
you should eset in order the things that are 
lacking, and appoint elders in every city as 
Icommanded you— if a man is blameless, 
the husband of one wife, fhaving faith- 
ful children not accused of dissipation or 
insubordination. 7For a bishop* must be 
blameless, as a steward of God, not self- 
willed, not quick-tempered, “not given to 
wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 
8but hospitable, a lover of what is good, 
sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 


* 1:4 NU-Text reads and Christ Jesus. * 1:7 Liter- 


ally overseer 


1:2 We Can Trust God—Often Christians will doubt 
our position with God simply because we do not fee/ 
saved. We don’t understand that the basis for our 
standing is the promise of God and not emotional 
feelings. One helpful way to see these promises is in 
relation to the Trinity: 

1. The promise and work of the Father. He has prom- 
ised to graciously accept in Christ all repenting sin- 
ners (Eph. 1:6 and Col. 3:3). This means a Christian has 
the right to be in heaven someday, for he is in Christ. 
God guarantees us that He will work out all things for 
our ultimate good (Rom. 8:28). 

2. The promise and work of the Son. He has prom- 
ised us eternal life John 5:24) and abundant life John 
10:10). This promise covers not only our final destiny in 
heaven, but also our present Christian service here on 
earth. He is, in fact, right now praying for us and min- 
istering to us at His Father's right hand (Heb. 8:1; 9:24). 

3. The promise and work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is said to indwell the believer John 14:16). In 
addition, He places all believing sinners into the body 
of Christ, thus assuring us of union with God's family 
(1 Cor. 12:13). 

1:3 preaching. Paul places the emphasis on the 


message, not on the messenger. Christ is the center of 
our faith, not any one preacher (1 Cor. 9:16; 2 Cor. 4:5). 
1:5 appoint elders. The Greek words for “elder” and 
“bishop” (literally, overseer) seem to have been used 
interchangeably by Paul (v. 7). “Elder” perhaps speaks 
more of the office and its authority, while “bishop” 
may speak more of the person’s function and the 
ministry of oversight (Acts 20:17). 

1:6 husband of one wife. The exact application of 
this phrase is debated; some believe that it merely 
forbids polygamy, while others believe that it also 
prohibits a man who is divorced and remarried. It is 
clearly emphasizing the importance of marital faith- 
fulness (Matt. 19:5). faithful children. The man must 
have a good relationship with his wife, and he should 
also have children who demonstrate faithfulness to 
God. If a man has children who reject the ways of 
God, or who are out of control, this reflects on the 
father’s ability to lead others outside his home. 


1:192 Tim. 2:25 °[1 Tim. 3:16] 


1:2 Num. 23:19 
1:492 Cor. 2:13; 8:23 1:6/1 Tim. 


3:2-4 1:79 Lev. 10:9 


1:5 © 1 Cor. 11:34 


Sholding fast the faithful word as he has 
been taught, that he may be able, by sound 
doctrine, both to exhort and convict those 
who contradict. 


The Elders’ Task 

10For there are many insubordinate, 
both idle "talkers and deceivers, espe- 
cially those of the circumcision, !!whose 
mouths must be stopped, who subvert 
whole households, teaching things which 
they ought not, ‘for the sake of dishonest 
gain. One of them, a prophet of their 
own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 
beasts, lazy gluttons.” 18 This testimony is 
true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that 
they may be sound in the faith, “not giving 
heed to Jewish fables and ‘commandments 
of men who turn from the truth. To the 
pure all things are pure, but to those who 
are defiled and unbelieving nothing is 
pure; but even their mind and conscience 
are defiled. 16They profess to "know God, 
but °in works they deny Him, being abom- 
inable, disobedient, "and disqualified for 
every good work. 


Qualities of a Sound Church 
But as for you, speak the things which 
are proper for sound doctrine: 2that the 
older men be sober, reverent, temperate, 
sound in faith, in love, in patience; the old- 
er women likewise, that they be reverent in 
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behavior, not slanderers, not given to much 
wine, teachers of good things— ‘that they 
admonish the young women to love their 
husbands, to love their children, 5to be dis- 
creet, chaste, “homemakers, good, ’obedi- 
ent to their own husbands, ‘that the word 
of God may not be blasphemed. 

6Likewise, exhort the young men to 
be sober-minded, 7in all things showing 
yourself to be 2a pattern of good works; in 
doctrine showing integrity, reverence, ¢in- 
corruptibility,* 8sound speech that cannot 
be condemned, that one who is an oppo- 
nent may be ashamed, having nothing evil 
to say of you.* 

9Exhort fbondservants to be obedient to 
their own masters, to be well pleasing in all 
things, not answering back, !°not pilfering, 
but showing all good fidelity, that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all 
things. 


Trained by Saving Grace 

llFor the grace of God that brings sal- 
vation has appeared to all men, !2teaching 
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in the present age, !8hlooking for 
the blessed ‘hope and glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 


* 2:7 NU-Text omits incorruptibility. * 2:8 NU- 


Text and M-Text read us. 


1:9 convict. The word convict here means to rebuke 
in such a way as to produce repentance and confes- 
sion of sin (John 16:8). A rebuke can have the positive 
results of producing change in a person's life. 

1:10 those of the circumcision. Apparently there 
were Jewish Christians in the churches of Crete who 
were limiting the Christian freedom of Gentile Chris- 
tians by requiring an adherence to Jewish laws (Gal. 3). 
1:12 Cretans are always liars. Paul is quoting the 
Cretan poet Epimenides, who wrote these words 
around 600 B.c. The Cretans were so much regarded 
as liars in the Mediterranean world that the expres- 
sion “to Cretanize” meant “to lie.” 

1:14 Jewish fables. These were probably legends 
about Old Testament figures, like some that survive 
to this day in non-biblical writings. 

1:15 To the pure... to those who are defiled. Paul 
highlights the mistaken asceticism of the Cretan false 
teachers. They had identified certain foods and prac- 
tices as defiled when in reality it was their minds that 
were defiled and unbelieving. On the other hand, to 
the pure, all things are pure. The Cretan believers 
had placed their trust in Christ, focusing their minds 
on Him, and therefore they would be empowered 
by God's Spirit to lead pure lives. Jesus taught the 
same principle in Matthew 15:11. Physical objects or 
external practices do not defile a person, but a mind 
focused on evil thoroughly corrupts. 

2:1 sound doctrine. “Sound” means “healthy.” Right 
thinking is the raw material for right actions (Ps. 119:11; 
Prov. 23:7; Rom. 12:2; James 1:13-15). Our actions will 
naturally reveal the direction of our thoughts. 

2:2 older men. Maturity is not determined simply 
by age or even by how much a person knows; it is 


determined by how skilled a person is in applying the 
truth to life and in distinguishing good from evil (Heb. 
5:13-14). 

2:4 love their husbands . . . their children. This is 
not just romantic or emotional love, but the commit- 
ment of a woman to the welfare of her husband and 
children. 

2:5 obedient to their own husbands. Women are 
not under the authority of men in general, but rather 
the authority of their own husbands (Eph. 5:21). not 
be blasphemed. The older women are to teach the 
younger women so that their actions will glorify God, 
build His kingdom, and strengthen the family. Failure 
to follow Paul’s instructions will result in the word of 
God being maligned in the pagan community. 

2:6 young men. Young men are to pursue the char- 
acter qualities that older men should possess already. 
2:7 pattern of good works. More people will learn 
from our daily actions than from what we say. 

2:11 appeared. Christ came the first time in grace 
to save men from their sins; the second time He will 
come in glory to reign (v. 13). 

2:13 looking for the blessed hope. Paul reminded 
Timothy that there is a special crown awaiting all who 
“have loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8). great Godand 
Savior Jesus Christ. This is one of the strongest state- 
ments of the deity of Christ in the New Testament. 


1:10/ James 1:26 
1:13 ‘2 Cor. 13:10 


1:12/ Acts 17:28 
1:15 1 Cor. 6:12 


1:11/1 Tim. 6:5 
1:14! Is, 29:13 
1:16” Matt. 7:20-23; 25:12 °[2 Tim. 3:5, 7] PRom. 1:28 
2:541 Tim. 5:14 ©1 Cor. 14:34 ©Rom. 2:24 2:741Tim. 
4:12 @ Eph. 6:24 2:91 Tim.6:1  2:119[Rom. 5:15] 
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1336 @ Titus 2:14 


Miwho gave Himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself 'His own special people, 
zealous for good works. 

15Speak these things, ™exhort, and re- 
buke with all authority. Let no one despise 
you. 


Graces of the Heirs of Grace 

Remind them ¢to be subject to rulers 

and authorities, to obey, ’to be ready for 
every good work, 2to speak evil of no one, 
to be peaceable, gentle, showing all hu- 
mility to all men. 3For cwe ourselves were 
also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, 
serving various lusts and pleasures, liv- 
ing in malice and envy, hateful and hating 
one another. 4But when “the kindness and 
the love of ¢God our Savior toward man 
appeared, *fnot by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through sthe washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, &*whom He poured out on us abun- 
dantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7that having been justified by His grace 
iwe should become heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. 

8iThis is a faithful saying, and these 


things I want you to affirm constantly, that 
those who have believed in God should be 
careful to maintain good works. These 
things are good and profitable to men. 


Avoid Dissension 

But Xavoid foolish disputes, genealo- 
gies, contentions, and strivings about the 
law; for they are unprofitable and useless. 
10[Reject a divisive man after the first and 
second admonition, !!knowing that such a 
person is warped and sinning, being self- 
condemned. 


Final Messages 

12When I send Artemas to you, or "Ty- 
chicus, be diligent to come to me at Nicop- 
olis, for I have decided to spend the winter 
there. 183Send Zenas the lawyer and "Apol- 
los on their journey with haste, that they 
may lack nothing. “And let our people also 
learn to maintain good works, to meet ur- 
gent needs, that they may not be unfruitful. 


Farewell 

15All who are with me greet you. Greet 
those who love us in the faith. 

Grace be with you all. Amen. 


2:14 redeem. “Redeem” means “to purchase.” With 
His death on the cross, Christ paid the price to release 
us from the bondage of sin (Rom. 6:6—7,17,20; Eph. 
1:7). God’s purpose in redeeming us is not only to 
save us from hell; He also wants to free us from sin 
so that we can produce good works that glorify Him 
(Eph. 2:8-10). 

3:1 Remind them. The Cretans notoriously lacked 
the virtue of good citizenship (1:12). Disobedience 
permeated the Cretan’s lifestyle, both in the church 
(v. 10) and in government. Believers who got along 
with civil authorities and who lived peacefully with 
their neighbors would reflect positively on their faith 
and would glorify God. 

3:5 not by works of righteousness. Paul has been 
exhorting Titus to emphasize good works in his min- 
istry with the Cretans, and he wants to make it clear 
that such good works have no value in saving a per- 
son. It is solely on the basis of God’s mercy that we 
are delivered from the penalty of our sin. washing 
of regeneration. This phrase refers to the work of 
the Holy Spirit, in whom we are “born again” John 
3:3,6), given a new nature and cleansed from old sin. 
renewing of the Holy Spirit. There are three works 
performed by the Holy Spirit in preparing nonbeliev- 
ers to become Christians. (1) The Holy Spirit restrains. 
Satan would enjoy nothing more than to destroy 
people before they make their decision to accept 
Christ as Savior. But the Holy Spirit prevents this from 
occurring (Is. 59:19). (2) The Holy Spirit convicts. Man- 
kind’s sin and righteousness are exposed by the Holy 
Spirit John 16:8). Two examples of such conviction 


are Felix, a Roman governor who “trembled” under 
conviction (Acts 24:25), and King Agrippa, who was 
almost persuaded in Acts 26:28. (3) The Holy Spirit 
regenerates. When a repenting sinner accepts Christ 
as Savior, he is given a new nature by the Holy Spirit 
(2 Cor, 5:17). Jesus carefully explained this ministry of 
the Holy Spirit to Nicodemus (John 3:3-7). 

3:7 we should become heirs. God justifies believers 
so that they might become co-heirs with Jesus Christ 
in His coming reign (Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

3:10 Reject a divisive man. A sinner must always be 
given ample opportunity to repent, but if he insists 
on continuing in sin, the church is required to let him 
go (Matt. 18:15-17; 2 Thess. 3:14-15). 

3:12 Tychicus. Tychicus, one of Paul's assistants, is 
also mentioned in Acts 20:4; Ephesians 6:21; Colos- 
sians 4:7; 2 Timothy 4:12. 

3:13 Apollos. Apollos was a fellow worker of Paul's 
(1 Cor. 16:12), an Alexandrian who had been taught by 
Priscilla and Aquila and who had eloquently preached 
the gospel at Ephesus and Corinth (Acts 18:24— 19:1). 
3:14 not be unfruitful. Justification is a free gift from 
God, but we will be rewarded according to what we 
do on this earth (Rev. 22:12). It would be tragedy to 
stand ashamed at Christ’s return (1 John 2:28). 
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO 


PHILEMON 


> AUTHOR: Though some critics deny its authenticity, the general consensus of 
scholarship recognizes Philemon as Paul’s work. There could have been no doc- 
trinal motive for its forgery, and it is supported externally by consistent tradition 
and internally by no less than three references to Paul (Philem. 1,9,19). 


> TIME: c. A.D. 60-61 


> KEY VERSES: Philem. 16-17 


> THEME: Paul wrote this letter to a slave owner in the church at Colosse. Apparent- 
ly, Onesimus, the slave of Philemon had stolen from him and had run away, an act 
punishable by death under Roman law. Onesimus had since met Paul and become 
a Christian. Paul’s letter is a personal appeal in an effort to help them reconcile and 


renew their relationship. 


Greeting 
Pr a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Tim- 
othy our brother, 


To Philemon our beloved friend and 
fellow laborer, 2to the beloved* Apphia, 
bArchippus our fellow soldier, and to the 
church in your house: 


3Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Philemon’s Love and Faith 

4c] thank my God, making mention of 
you always in my prayers, 54hearing of 
your love and faith which you have toward 
the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, 
6that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective “by the acknowledgment of fevery 
good thing which is in you* in Christ Jesus. 
7For we have* great joy* and consolation in 
your love, because the hearts of the saints 
have been refreshed by you, brother. 


The Plea for Onesimus 
8Therefore, though I might be very bold 
in Christ to command you what is fitting, 


Syet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you— 
being such a one as Paul, the aged, and 
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ— 19] 
appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom 
Ihave begotten while in my chains, !!who 
once was unprofitable to you, but now is 
profitable to you and to me. 

12] am sending him back.* You therefore 
receive him, that is, my own heart, 8’whom 
I wished to keep with me, that on your be- 
half he might minister to me in my chains 
for the gospel. !4But without your consent I 
wanted to do nothing, "that your good deed 
might not be by compulsion, as it were, but 
voluntary. 

15For perhaps he departed for a while for 
this purpose, that you might receive him 
forever, !6no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave—a beloved brother, especially 
to me but how much more to you, both in 
the ‘flesh and in the Lord. 


*2 NU-Text reads to our sister Apphia. *6 NU- 
Text and M-Text readus. *7 NU-Text reads 
had. e M-Text reads thanksgiving. *12 NU- 
Text reads back to you in person, that is, my own 
heart. 


1-2 To Philemon ... and to the church. Paul 
addresses the letter to Philemon and the Colossian 
church, but this intensely personal epistle uses the 
singular “I” and “you,” demonstrating that the letter 
is Paul’s personal plea to Philemon. It was written 
at the same time as the letter to the Colossians, and 
doubtless carried by the same messenger. 

2 Apphia... Archippus. Apphia may have been the 
wife of Philemon; Archippus may have been Phi- 
lemon’s son, or perhaps an elder in the Colossian 
church (Col. 4:17). 

6 faith may become effective. Working faith is a 
sharing faith; it is the acknowledgment of what Christ 
has done in the believer's life (Eph. 3:17-19). 

9 Paul, the aged. The apostle is either speaking of his 
old age, or of the office of an elder. 


11 unprofitable... profitable. Paul uses an interest- 
ing play on words here. Having mentioned Onesimus, 
whose name means “useful,” the apostle describes 
him as someone who was formerly useless, but who 
has become useful through the work of Christ in his 
life. 

14 not... by compulsion. Service for Christ is never 
forced. Paul has given Philemon several good rea- 
sons to forgive Onesimus, but here he returns to the 
foundation of his argument: Philemon’s actions must 
proceed from his own love (v. 9). 


54 Col. 1:4 
1442 Cor. 


2°Col. 4:17 
6¢Phil. 1:9 [1 Thess. 5:18] 
9:7 16/Col. 3:22 


4°2 Thess. 1:3 
109 Col. 4:9 


14Eph. 3:1 


1338 & Philemon17 
Philemon’s Obedience Encouraged 

17]f then you count me as a partner, re- 
ceive him as you would me. !8But if he has 
wronged you or owes anything, put that 
on my account. 19], Paul, am writing with 
my own ‘hand. I will repay—not to men- 
tion to you that you owe me even your own 
self besides. 29 Yes, brother, let me have joy 
from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in 
the Lord. 

21kHaving confidence in your obedience, 
I write to you, knowing that you will do 


even more than I say. 22But, meanwhile, 
also prepare a guest room for me, for 'I 
trust that "through your prayers I shall be 
granted to you. 


Farewell 

23nEpaphras, my fellow prisoner in 
Christ Jesus, greets you, 24as do °Mark, 
pAristarchus, 7Demas, "Luke, my fellow 
laborers. 

25sThe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Amen. 


18 wronged you. Onesimus had probably stolen 
something from Philemon when he left. put that on 
my account. This accounting imagery reminds us of 
the theological truth that our sins were charged over 
to Christ even though He had not earned them. For- 
giveness is costly (Is. 53:6). 

19 my own hand. Paul wrote this personal letter 
himself, and therefore it could be considered a legal 
document obligating him to pay the damages that 
Onesimus had caused. 

22 prepare a guest room. It is believed that 
Paul wrote this letter during his imprisonment in 
Rome (Acts 28), and that he was released shortly 


afterwards. He was probably not at liberty for 
very long, but it is possible that he was able to visit 
Colosse before his second imprisonment and execu- 
tion. 

23-24 Epaphras .. . Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 
Luke. These five co-workers are also mentioned in 
Colossians 4:10-14. 


19/1 Cor. 16:21 21*2Cor.7:16 22!Phil. 1:25; 2:24 
™2Cor.1:11 23"Col.1:7;4:12 24° Acts 12:12, 25; 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE 


HEBREWS 


> AUTHOR: The origin of Hebrews is unknown. Uncertainty plagues not only its 
authorship, but also its date and its readership. Hebrews 13:18-24 tells us that this 
book was not anonymous to the original readers; they evidently knew the author. 
For some reason however, early church tradition is divided over the identity of the 
author. Part of the church attributed it to Paul, others preferred Barnabas, Luke, or 
Clement, and some chose anonymity. Some aspects of the language style and the- 
ology of Hebrews are very similar to Paul’s epistles. However, significant stylistic 
differences have led the majority of biblical scholars to reject Pauline authorship 
of this book. 

> TIME: c.A.0.64-68 =» KEY VERSES: Heb. 4:14-16 

> THEME: Hebrews was written for a group of Jewish Christians who were thinking 
about returning to their original faith. The author goes to great lengths to convince 
them to stay with their new faith. Point by point he goes through a whole series of 
arguments showing how Judaism was a foreshadowing of Christ. Everything prom- 
ising about Old Testament Judaism is fulfilled in Christ. The new way is the superior 
way, as Christ and the faith that He established supersedes what has gone before. 
Understanding Jewish faith and practice, and the role of Moses and Aaron in biblical 


history is a prerequisite to understanding Hebrews. 


God's Supreme Revelation 

God, who at various times and in var- 

ious ways spoke in time past to the fa- 
thers by the prophets, 2has in these last 
days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds; 32who 
being the brightness of His glory and 
the express ‘image of His person, and 
dupholding all things by the word of His 
power, ¢when He had by Himself* purged 
our* sins, fsat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, 4having become so 
much better than the angels, as He has 
by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they. 


The Son Exalted Above Angels 
5For to which of the angels did He ever 
say: 


h“You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You”?* 


And again: 


i“T will be to Him a Father, 
And He shall be to Me a Son”?* 


6But when He again brings ‘the firstborn 
into the world, He says: 


* 1:3 NU-Text omits by Himself. ¢ NU-Text omits 
our. *1:5 Psalm 2:7 ¢ 2 Samuel 7:14 


1:2 by His Son. This could be rephrased as “in such a 
person asa Son.” The emphasis rests on the character 
of the revelation. It is a revelation of the Son, a revela- 
tion not so much in what He has said as in who He is 
and what He has done. 

1:3 brightness of His glory. The author of Hebrews 
is emphasizing that this is not a reflected brightness 
like the light of the moon. Instead, this is an inherent 
brightness like a ray from the sun. Jesus’ glorious 
brightness comes from being essentially divine. 
express image. |n Greek literature the word was used 
for stamping a coin from the die. upholding. This 
means to “bear” or “carry,” referring to movement 
and progress toward a final end. The Son not only 
created the universe by His powerful word, but also 
maintains and directs its course. He is the Governor 


of the universe. sat down. This suggests the formal 
act of assuming the office of High Priest and implies a 
contrast to the Levitical priest, who never finished his 
work and sat down (10:11-13). 

1:5 Today I have begotten You. This probably refers 
to the day Christ sat down at the Father's right hand 
after He accomplished His work as the Messiah. 

1:6 when He again brings the firstborn. This is a 
reference to the second coming. “Firstborn” refers 
to rank, meaning one who ranks above all others (Ps. 
89:27). 


1:3 © John 1:14 ©2 Cor. 4:4 4Col. 1:17 
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1:5. Ps, 2:7 


1340 @ Hebrews 1:7 
k“T_ et all the angels of God worship 
Him.”* 


7And of the angels He says: 


!“Who makes His angels spirits 
And His ministers a flame of fire.”* 


8But to the Son He says: 


m“Your throne, O God, is forever and 
ever; 
A scepter of righteousness is the 
scepter of Your kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and 
hated lawlessness; 
Therefore God, Your God, "has 
anointed You 
With the oil of gladness more than 
Your companions.”* 


And: 


o“You, LORD, in the beginning laid the 
foundation of the earth, 
And the heavens are the work of Your 
hands. 
ll pThey will perish, but You remain; 
And ¢they will all grow old like a 
garment; 
12. Like a cloak You will fold them up, 
And they will be changed. 
But You are the same, 
And Your years will not fail.”* 


13But to which of the angels has He ever 
said: 
s“Sit at My right hand, 


Till I make Your enemies Your 
footstool”?* 


M4tAre they not all ministering spirits sent 
forth to minister for those who will “inherit 
salvation? 


Do Not Neglect Salvation 

Therefore we must give the more ear- 

nest heed to the things we have heard, 
lest we drift away. 2For if the word ¢spo- 
ken through angels proved steadfast, and 
bevery transgression and disobedience re- 
ceived a just reward, chow shall we escape 
if we neglect so great a salvation, ¢€which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was ¢confirmed to us by those who 
heard Him, 4fGod also bearing witness 
sboth with signs and wonders, with vari- 
ous miracles, and "gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
iaccording to His own will? 


The Son Made Lower than Angels 
5For He has not put ithe world to come, 

of which we speak, in subjection to angels. 

6But one testified in a certain place, saying: 


k“What is man that You are mindful of 
him, 
Or the son of man that You take care 
of him? 
7 You have made him a little lower than 
the angels; 
You have crowned him with glory and 
honor;* 
And set him over the works of Your 
hands. 
8 lYou have put all things in subjection 
under his feet.”* 


For in that He put all in subjection under 
him, He left nothing that is not put under 
him. But now "we do not yet see all things 


*1:6 Deuteronomy 32:43 (Septuagint, Dead 

Sea Scrolls); Psalm 97:7 * 1:7 Psalm 104:4 

*1:9 Psalm 45:6,7 *1:12 Psalm 102:25-27 

*1:13 Psalm 110:1  *2:7 NU-Text and M-Text omit 
the rest of verse 7. *2:8 Psalm 8:4-6 


1:7 ministers. The Son is superior to angels because 
He is the Sovereign who is worshiped, while the 
angels are ministers, that is, servants of God. The 
author of Hebrews quotes Psalm 104 because that 
psalm places angels in a long list of created objects 
which God sovereignly controls. 

1:9 companions. This term comes from a word that 
means “close associates” or “partners.” The con- 
cept of believers being partners with Christ is key in 
Hebrews (3:1,14; 6:4; 12:8). The term refers to those 
who will be participants with Christ in His reign. 
1:10-12 You, Lorp. The context of Psalm 102 
here indicates that the Lord is the One who would 
appear in the future to Israel and the nations (Ps. 
102:12-16). 

1:14 those who will inherit salvation. Salvation here 
is not justification because it is in the future, not in 
the past. The reference is to believers who inherit the 
kingdom or rule in God's kingdom as a reward for 
their service to the Son (9:28; Col. 3:24). 

2:1 drift away. The author's audience was marked 
by immaturity and spiritual sluggishness (5:11-12). 
The author warned them not to be carried away by 
the popular opinions that surrounded them. Instead, 
they were to hold fast to Christ’s words because they 
were the words of God. 


2:3 how shall we escape. |f the people who heard 
the message delivered through angels were justly 
punished when they disobeyed the law, how can 
believers expect to escape punishment when they 
neglect the even greater message delivered through 
the greater Messenger, the Son? 

2:4 signs and wonders. This phrase refers to the mir- 
acles performed by the Holy Spirit through the Lord 
and His apostles in fulfillment of the ancient promises 
regarding the coming of the Messiah (Acts 2:22,43; 
4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; 15:12; 1 Cor. 12:12). 

2:6-8 set him over the works of Your hands. Since 
the Son’s humanity might appear to be an obstacle 
to the claim of His superiority, the author of Hebrews 
cites Psalm 8, a lyrical reflection on Genesis 1, to 
prove that God has placed humanity over all created 
things, which includes the angelic world. 
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put under him. 9But we see Jesus, "who was 
made a little lower than the angels, for the 
suffering of death °crowned with glory and 
honor, that He, by the grace of God, might 
taste death for everyone. 


Bringing Many Sons to Glory 

10For it was fitting for Him, ¢for whom 
are all things and by whom are all things, 
in bringing many sons to glory, to make the 
captain of their salvation "perfect through 
sufferings. 11For sboth He who sanctifies 
and those who are being sanctified tare 
all of one, for which reason “He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, !2saying: 


v“T will declare Your name to My 
brethren; 
In the midst of the assembly I will sing 
praise to You.”* 


13And again: 
wT will put My trust in Him.”* 
And again: 


x*“Here am I and the children whom God 
has given Me.”* 


M4Jnasmuch then as the children have 
partaken of flesh and blood, He YHimself 
likewise shared in the same, 7that through 
death He might destroy him who had the 
power of «death, that is, the devil, and 


Hebrews 3:6 @ 1341 
release those who "through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
16For indeed He does not give aid to angels, 
but He does give aid to the seed of Abra- 
ham. !7Therefore, in all things He had cto 
be made like His brethren, that He might 
be 4a merciful and faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the people. 18eFor 
in that He Himself has suffered, being 
tempted, He is able to aid those who are 
tempted. 


The Son Was Faithful 

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers 

of the heavenly calling, consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our confession, 
Christ Jesus, 2who was faithful to Him who 
appointed Him, as “Moses also was faith- 
fulin all His house. 3For this One has been 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, 
inasmuch as He who built the house has 
more honor than the house. 4For every 
house is built by someone, but ‘He who 
built all things is God. 54And Moses indeed 
was faithful in all His house as 2a servant, 
Fffor a testimony of those things which 
would be spoken afterward, ®but Christ as 
ga Son over His own house, "whose house 


*2:12 Psalm 22:22 
8:17 ¢ Isaiah 8:18 


* 2:13 2 Samuel 22:3; Isaiah 


2:10 captain of their salvation. The Greek word 
here means “leader” or “originator.” The word 
describes a pioneer or pathfinder. Jesus’ endurance 
of sufferings on this earth makes Him our leader. He 
not only endured them but also triumphed over sin, 
death, and Satan through them. 

2:12 to My brethren. Psalm 22 is quoted here. In it, 
the Messiah refers to “My brethren,” identifying Him- 
self with all those who place their faith in God. 
2:14-16 He might destroy ... release. Having 
established the unity between the Son and believer, 
the author concludes that there are two purposes of 
this close identification. The Son became human so 
that He could destroy the devil and release those who 
were in bondage to sin. 

2:16 seed of Abraham. The author may have used 
the expression because the recipients of this letter 
were primarily Jewish believers. The author is point- 
ing out that Christ came to the aid of Abraham’s sons, 
not the angelic hosts. 

2:17 in things pertaining to God. Jesus participated 
in our nature and in our sufferings on earth so that He 
could be a sympathetic Mediator between God and 
humanity. He understands our weaknesses and inter- 
cedes for us in the presence of God the Father. make 
propitiation. This term refers to the satisfaction of 
the claims of a holy and righteous God against sinners 
who have broken His law. Christ appeased God's righ- 
teous wrath by dying on the cross in our place (Rom. 
3:21-26). Although completely sinless, Christ volun- 
tarily submitted to the penalty of sin, His agonizing 
death on the cross. This voluntary sacrifice of Himself 
for our welfare satisfied the justice and holiness of 
God. The benefits of His sacrifice are applied to all 
who place their faith in Him. 


2:18 He Himself has suffered, being tempted. 
Christ's suffering included temptation. He experi- 
enced the lure of sin, but He never surrendered Him- 
self to it. He knows what it is like to be tempted, so He 
knows how to assist those who are being tempted. 
3:2 in all His house. This phrase is taken from Num- 
bers 12:7. “House” refers to the tabernacle, the cen- 
ter of Israelite worship. Moses had faithfully obeyed 
God's instructions concerning the tabernacle. In the 
same way, Jesus had been obedient to the mission 
the Father had given Him. Through obedience, God 
established a new house of God, the church. 

3:3-4 worthy of more glory than Moses. The impli- 
cation is that the covenant established through Jesus’ 
death is more glorious than the covenant established 
at Mount Sinai. 

3:5 as a servant. The author of Hebrews continues 
the comparison between Moses and Jesus. While 
Moses was faithful as a servant, Christ’s faithfulness 
was greater because it was performed by a Son. 
things which would be spoken afterward. Moses’ 
work pointed forward to Christ (9:10; 10:3). The reg- 
ulations of the law of Moses pointed out both the sin 
of humanity and the need for a perfect sacrifice to 
reconcile people to their holy Creator. 
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1342 @ Hebrews 3:7 
we are ‘if we hold fast the confidence and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.* 


Be Faithful 
7Therefore, as ithe Holy Spirit says: 


k “Today, if you will hear His voice, 
8 Do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion, 
In the day of trial in the wilderness, 
9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried 
Me, 
And saw My works forty years. 
10 Therefore I was angry with that 
generation, 
And said, ‘They always go astray in 
their heart, 
And they have not known My ways.’ 
11 So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest.’”* 


12Beware, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil heart of unbelief in depart- 
ing from the living God; !8but exhort one 
another daily, while it is called “Today,” 
lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 14For we have become 
partakers of Christ if we hold the begin- 
ning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 
while it is said: 


!“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.”* 


Failure of the Wilderness 
Wanderers 

16mFor who, having heard, rebelled? In- 
deed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, 
led by Moses? !7Now with whom was He 
angry forty years? Was it not with those 
who sinned, "whose corpses fell in the wil- 
derness? !8And °to whom did He swear that 
they would not enter His rest, but to those 


who did not obey? 19So we see that they 
could not enter in because of Punbelief. 


The Promise of Rest 

Therefore, since a promise remains of 

entering His rest, “let us fear lest any 
of you seem to have come short of it. 2For 
indeed the gospel was preached to us as 
well as to them; but the word which they 
heard did not profit them,* not being mixed 
with faith in those who heard it. 3For we 
who have believed do enter that rest, as He 
has said: 


b“So I swore in My wrath, 
‘They shall not enter My rest,’”* 


although the works were finished from the 
foundation of the world. 4For He has spo- 
ken in a certain place of the seventh day in 
this way: ¢“And God rested on the seventh 
day from all His works”;* 5and again in this 
place: “They shall not enter My rest.”* 

6Since therefore it remains that some 
must enter it, and those to whom it was 
first preached did not enter because of dis- 
obedience, 7again He designates a certain 
day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a 
long time, as it has been said: 


e“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
Do not harden your hearts.”* 


8For if Joshua had fgiven them rest, then 
He would not afterward have spoken of an- 
other day. There remains therefore a rest 
for the people of God. 1°For he who has en- 
tered His rest has himself also ceased from 
his works as God did from His. 


* 3:6 NU-Text omits firm to the end. *3:11 Psalm 
95:7-11  *3:15 Psalm 95:7,8 *4:2 NU-Text 

and M-Text read profit them, since they were 

not united by faith with those who heeded it. 

*4:3 Psalm 95:11 *4:4 Genesis 2:2 *4:5 Psalm 
95:11 *4:7 Psalm 95:7, 8 


3:7-11 Do not harden your hearts. The author of 
Hebrews quotes Psalm 95:7-11 to warn the Jew- 
ish Christians about hardening their hearts to God 
and the salvation He offers. Moses’ generation had 
refused to trust in God to provide for their needs in 
the wilderness (Ex. 17:1-7), and the readers of this 
letter were also in danger. My rest. This is a key con- 
cept in Hebrews. In the Old Testament, the conquest 
of the Promised Land and the cessation of fighting in 
the land was viewed as a form of rest (Deut. 3:20; 12:9; 
25:19; Josh. 11:23; 21:44; 22:4). In the New Testament, 
“rest” speaks of the believer's eternal home and the 
joy that he or she will experience in Jesus’ presence 
(4:1). 

3:12-13 heart of unbelief. |n essence, unbelief is 
a stubborn refusal to trust in the truthfulness of His 
word. It is a grave sin because it leads us away from 
God. 

3:14 partakers of Christ. This is the same word trans- 
lated companions in 1:9. Believers will be partners 
with Christ in His future kingdom (Rev. 2:26-27). 
3:15-19 with whom was He angry. The Jewish 
Christians to whom this letter was addressed were 
in danger of following in their ancestors’ footsteps. 


They were tempted to doubt the words of Jesus. With 
the rhetorical questions in these verses, the author of 
Hebrews was encouraging them to place their faith 
firmly in Christ. 

4:2 the gospel was preached. This is the translation 
of a single Greek word meaning “the good news was 
announced.” 

4:4 God rested. The theme of rest has its beginning 
in God's own rest after creation. The fact that Gene- 
sis makes no mention of the evening of the seventh 
day of creation provides a basis for some Jewish 
commentators to conclude that the rest of God lasts 
throughout all history. 

4:9 rest. The word used here is different from the 
word used in verses 1, 3, 5, 10-11; 3:11, 18. Jews com- 
monly taught that the Sabbath foreshadowed the 
world to come, and they spoke of “a day which shall 
be all Sabbath.” 
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The Word Discovers Our Condition 

llsLet us therefore be diligent to enter 
that rest, lest anyone fall according to the 
same example of disobedience. !2For the 
word of God is "living and powerful, and 
isharper than any ‘two-edged sword, pierc- 
ing even to the division of soul and spirit, 
and of joints and marrow, and is ’a discern- 
er of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
131A nd there is no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are "naked and open 
to the eyes of Him to whom we must give 
account. 


Our Compassionate High Priest 

M4Seeing then that we have a great 
nHigh Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, °let 
us hold fast our confession. 15For »we do 
not have a High Priest who cannot sym- 
pathize with our weaknesses, but ¢was in 
all points tempted as we are, "yet with- 
out sin. 16sLet us therefore come bold- 
ly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 


Qualifications for High Priesthood 
For every high priest taken from 
among men is appointed for men in 

things pertaining to God, that he may of- 
fer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He 
can have compassion on those who are 
ignorant and going astray, since he him- 
self is also subject to weakness. 3Because 
of this he is required as for the people, so 
also for chimself, to offer sacrifices for 
sins. 4And no man takes this honor to him- 
self, but he who is called by God, just as 
d4Aaron was. 


Hebrews 5:14 @ 1343 
A Priest Forever 

5eSo also Christ did not glorify Himself 
to become High Priest, but it was He who 
said to Him: 


f“You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You.”* 


6As He also says in another place: 


#“You are a priest forever 
According to the order of 
Melchizedek”;* 


7who, in the days of His flesh, when He 
had hoffered up prayers and supplications, 
iwith vehement cries and tears to Him /who 
was able to save Him from death, and was 
heard because of His godly fear, 8though 
He was a Son, yet He learned 'obedience by 
the things which He suffered. 9And ™hav- 
ing been perfected, He became the author 
of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 
10called by God as High Priest “according 
to the order of Melchizedek,” ‘lof whom 
owe have much to say, and hard to explain, 
since you have become Pdull of hearing. 


Spiritual Immaturity 

12For though by this time you ought to 
be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the first principles of the oracles 
of God; and you have come to need ¢milk 
and not solid food. 3For everyone who 
partakes only of milk is unskilled in the 
word of righteousness, for he is "a babe. 
M4But solid food belongs to those who are 
of full age, that is, those who by reason of 
use have their senses exercised sto discern 
both good and evil. 


*5:5 Psalm 2:7 *5:6 Psalm 110:4 


4:11 be diligent to enter that rest. The rest is not 
automatic. Determined diligence is required. The 
danger is that believers today, like the Israelites of the 
past, will not stand, but will fall in disobedience. 

4:13 naked and open. This phrase suggests com- 
plete exposure and defenselessness before God. 
4:15 sympathize. This word means “to suffer with” 
and expresses the feeling of one who has entered 
into suffering. 

4:16 come. This command strongly contrasts with 
God's command at Mount Sinai: “Do not go up to the 
mountain or touch its base” (Ex. 19:12), Because of 
Christ's priestly work, believers can approach God's 
presence. boldly. This word carries with it the idea of 
“fearlessness” or “courageousness.” Believers should 
boldly approach God in prayer because His Son is 
our gracious High Priest who sits at God’s right hand 
interceding for us. 

5:1-4 high priest. He represents the people and 
thus must identify with their human nature. But he 
also represents God to the people and thus must be 
called by God to his office. 

5:2 ignorant, and going astray. This phrase describes 
those who unintentionally sin (Num. 15:30-36). 

5:8 He learned obedience. Jesus experienced all of 
what a person goes through on this earth. He knows 


how difficult it is to obey God completely, just as He 
understands the attraction of temptation (2:18). 

5:9 having been perfected. This phrase does not 
suggest that Jesus had not been perfect before. It 
means that He successfully carried out God's plan for 
Him. He endured suffering and temptation so that He 
could truly function as our High Priest, understanding 
our weaknesses and interceding before God for us. 
5:12 first principles. The phrase refers to the letters 
of the alphabet in writing or to addition and subtrac- 
tion tables in arithmetic. They are principles out of 
which everything else develops. 

5:13 unskilled in the word of righteousness. The 
readers of this letter did not necessarily lack informa- 
tion concerning righteousness; they lacked experi- 
ence in practicing the information they had. 
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1344 @ Hebrews 6:1 
The Peril of Not Progressing 

Therefore, “leaving the discussion of 

the elementary principles of Christ, let 
us go on to perfection, not laying again 
the foundation of repentance from dead 
works and of faith toward God, 2¢of the 
doctrine of baptisms, ¢of laying on of 
hands, ¢of resurrection of the dead, fand of 
eternal judgment. 3And this we will* do if 
God permits. 

4For it is impossible for those who were 
once enlightened, and have tasted ¢the 
heavenly gift, and "have become partak- 
ers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the 
age to come, Sif they fall away,* to renew 
them again to repentance, ‘since they cru- 
cify again for themselves the Son of God, 
and put Him to an open shame. 

7For the earth which drinks in the rain 
that often comes upon it, and bears herbs 
useful for those by whom it is cultivated, 
jreceives blessing from God; 8but if it 
bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and 
near to being cursed, whose end is to be 
burned. 


A Better Estimate 

9But, beloved, we are confident of bet- 
ter things concerning you, yes, things that 
accompany salvation, though we speak in 
this manner. !°For 'God is not unjust to for- 
get ™your work and labor of* love which 
you have shown toward His name, in that 
you have "ministered to the saints, and do 


minister. 11And we desire that each one of 
you show the same diligence °to the full 
assurance of hope until the end, !2that you 
do not become sluggish, but imitate those 
who through faith and patience Pinherit the 
promises. 


God's Infallible Purpose in Christ 

13For when God made a promise to 
Abraham, because He could swear by no 
one greater, ‘He swore by Himself, 4say- 
ing, '“Surely blessing I will bless you, and 
multiplying I will multiply you.”* And so, 
after he had patiently endured, he obtained 
the spromise. !6For men indeed swear by 
the greater, and tan oath for confirmation 
is for them an end of all dispute. !7Thus 
God, determining to show more abundant- 
ly to “the heirs of promise vthe immutabili- 
ty of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 
18that by two immutable things, in which 
it is impossible for God to “lie, we might* 
have strong consolation, who have fled for 
refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 

19This hope we have as an anchor of 
the soul, both sure and steadfast, vand 
which enters the Presence behind the 
veil, 202where the forerunner has entered 
for us, even Jesus, “having become High 
Priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek. 


*6:3 M-Text reads let usdo. *6:6 Or and have 
fallenaway *6:10 NU-Text omits labor of. 
*6:14 Genesis 22:17 *6:18 M-Text omits might. 


6:1 repentance from dead works. This phrase refers 
to a change of mind about the demands of the law of 
Moses (9:14). Even though the law was good (1 Tim. 
1:8), it was weak because of the weakness of our sin- 
ful nature (Rom. 8:3). What is needed for salvation is 
not lifeless works that cannot save, but faith directed 
toward God. 

6:2 laying on of hands. This action was used to 
impart the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17-18,; 19:6). It was also 
used for ordination of the ministry (Acts 6:6; 13:3). 
This practice is also found in the Old Testament in 
commissioning someone to a public office (Num. 
27:18,23; Deut. 34:9) or in the context of presenting 
a sacrificial offering to the Lord (Lev. 1:4; 3:2; 4:4; 8:14; 
16:21). eternal judgment. This refers to the belief 
that everyone will be judged by the great Judge. 
6:4-6 if they fall away. This difficult passage has been 
interpreted in various ways. Some insist that the author 
is speaking of nominal Christians who heard the truth 
and appeared to believe in Christ but were not sincere 
in their faith. Others view these verses as a hypotheti- 
cal argument. In other words, the author is using this 
hypothetical case to warn the spiritually immature. 
These two positions are supported by passages that 
speak of God's consistency in His work, that nothing 
can separate us from His love John 6:39-40; 10:27-29; 
Rom. 8:28-30). But another group of commentators 
insists that the author is speaking of genuine Chris- 
tians who renounce Christ. They point out that those 
who “tasted the heavenly gift” fall away. Passages 
such as 2 Corinthians 11:1—4; 2 Timothy 2:17-18; 1 John 
2:21-25 are in support of this position. Whatever way 


one interprets this passage, it is clear that the author of 
Hebrews has given us a clear warning not to renounce 
Christ or spurn His offer of salvation. 

6:6 renew. This word means “restore.” In other 
words, it is impossible for continuous effort on the 
part of anyone in the Christian community to restore 
an apostate back to fellowship with God. Continuing 
Christian immaturity is dangerous. 

6:13-15 Abraham. Here is an example of faith and 
patience in God’s promise (v. 12). He waited 25 years 
from the time the promise was first made until Isaac, 
the promised son, was born (Gen. 12:3-4; 15:4; 18:10; 
21:5). 

6:18 two immutable things. These things are God's 
Word and God's oath. Since God does not lie and 
since He is all-powerful, He will fulfill all His promises. 
6:20 forerunner. This word was used in the second 
century A.D. for the smaller boats sent into the harbor 
by larger ships unable to enter due to the buffeting of 
the weather. These smaller boats carried the anchor 
through the breakers inside the harbor and dropped 
it there, securing the larger ship. Forerunner also 
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6:2¢ Acts 19:3-5 4 [Acts 


The King of Righteousness 

For this @Melchizedek, king of Salem, 

priest of the Most High God, who met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter of 
the kings and blessed him, 2to whom also 
Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first be- 
ing translated “king of righteousness,” and 
then also king of Salem, meaning “king of 
peace,” 3without father, without mother, 
without genealogy, having neither begin- 
ning of days nor end of life, but made like 
the Son of God, remains a priest continu- 
ally. 

4Now consider how great this man was, 
to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave 
a tenth of the spoils. 5And indeed »those 
who are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the priesthood, have a commandment to 
receive tithes from the people according 
to the law, that is, from their brethren, 
though they have come from the loins of 
Abraham; Sbut he whose genealogy is not 
derived from them received tithes from 
Abraham ¢and blessed ¢4him who had the 
promises. 7Now beyond all contradiction 
the lesser is blessed by the better. SHere 
mortal men receive tithes, but there he re- 
ceives them, “of whom it is witnessed that 
he lives. 9Even Levi, who receives tithes, 
paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 
10for he was still in the loins of his father 
when Melchizedek met him. 


Need for a New Priesthood 
UfTherefore, if perfection were through 
the Levitical priesthood (for under it the 
people received the law), what further need 
was there that another priest should rise 
according to the order of Melchizedek, and 
not be called according to the order of Aar- 
on? !2For the priesthood being changed, of 
necessity there is also a change of the law. 
13For He of whom these things are spoken 


Hebrews 7:24 @ 1345 
belongs to another tribe, from which no 
man has officiated at the altar. 

M4For it is evident that our Lord arose 
from "Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke 
nothing concerning priesthood.* And it 
is yet far more evident if, in the likeness 
of Melchizedek, there arises another priest 
16who has come, not according to the law 
of a fleshly commandment, but according 
to the power of an endless life. !17For He 
testifies:* 


i“You are a priest forever 
According to the order of 
Melchizedek.”* 


18For on the one hand there is an annul- 
ling of the former commandment because 
of jits weakness and unprofitableness, !%for 
kthe law made nothing perfect; on the other 
hand, there is the bringing in of 'a better 
hope, through which “we draw near to 
God. 


Greatness of the New Priest 

20And inasmuch as He was not made 
priest without an oath 2!(for they have be- 
come priests without an oath, but He with 
an oath by Him who said to Him: 


n“The LORD has sworn 
And will not relent, 
‘You are a priest forever* 
According to the order of 
Melchizedek’”),* 


22by so much more Jesus has become a 
surety of a “better covenant. 

23 Also there were many priests, because 
they were prevented by death from con- 
tinuing. 24But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 


* 7:14 NU-Text reads priests. *7:17 NU-Text 
reads it is testified. ¢« Psalm 110:4 *7:21 NU- 
Text ends the quotation here. ¢ Psalm 110:4 


presupposes that others will follow. Thus, Jesus is like 
arunner boat that has taken our anchor into port and 
secured it there. 

7:1 Melchizedek. The name means “king of righ- 
teousness.” Salem means “peace.” The ideal king 
rules in righteousness, which assures peace (Is. 32:17). 
7:3 without father, without mother, without gene- 
alogy. Genesis, a book with many genealogies, has 
none for Melchizedek. The author is not saying that 
Melchizedek was born without a father and mother, 
only that there is no record of his birth in the genealo- 
gies of Genesis. This description of Melchizedek prefig- 
ures the eternal priesthood of Jesus. Like Melchizedek, 
Jesus is both a Priest and a King belonging to a righ- 
teous priesthood that is independent of Aaron's. 

7:4 patriarch. \n the Greek text this word is 
emphatic. The greatness of Abraham, the one who 
possessed the promises of God (v. 6), underscores 
the even greater rank of Melchizedek, the priest of 
righteousness. 

7:8-10 mortal men receive tithes. Melchizedek was 
not only superior to Abraham, but he was also supe- 
rior to the Levitical priesthood in two ways: first, the 


Levitical priests were mortal. In contrast, Melchize- 
dek seems to be immortal. At least, the Old Testa- 
ment does not record his death. Second, in a sense, 
Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek through Abraham's 
gift. Because he was descended from Abraham, he is 
counted as having paid tithes to Melchizedek. 

7:12 changed. This word means removal (12:27). If 
the Melchizedek priesthood removed the Levitical 
priesthood, then the Mosaic law is also removed. In 
short, the believer is not under the law but instead 
relies on the righteousness of Christ (Rom. 6:14; Gal. 
3:24-25). 

7:15-18 according to the power of an endless life. 
This point is proved by Psalm 110:4, quoted in verse 
17. Jesus is a different kind of priest, another indica- 
tion that the law has been changed. There has been 
an annulling, a putting away, of the law. 
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1346 @ Hebrews 7:25 
25Therefore He is also “able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to God through 
Him, since He always lives “to make inter- 
cession for them. 

26For such a High Priest was fitting 
for us, "who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, sand has become 
higher than the heavens; 27who does not 
need daily, as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifices, first for His town sins and 
then for the people’s, for this He did once 
for all when He offered up Himself. 28For 
the law appoints as high priests men who 
have weakness, but the word of the oath, 
which came after the law, appoints the Son 
who has been perfected forever. 


The New Priestly Service 

Now this is the main point of the things 

we are saying: We have such a High 
Priest, ~who is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 
2a Minister of >the sanctuary and of ¢the 
true tabernacle which the Lord erected, 
and not man. 

3For devery high priest is appointed to 
offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore ¢it 
is necessary that this One also have some- 
thing to offer. 4For if He were on earth, 
He would not be a priest, since there are 
priests who offer the gifts according to the 
law; 5who serve ‘the copy and “shadow of 
the heavenly things, as Moses was divine- 
ly instructed when he was about to make 
the tabernacle. For He said, "“See that you 
make all things according to the pattern 
shown you on the mountain.”* ®But now 


‘He has obtained a more excellent ministry, 
inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a ‘better 
covenant, which was established on better 
promises. 


A New Covenant 

7For if that &first covenant had been 
faultless, then no place would have been 
sought for a second. 8Because finding fault 
with them, He says: '!“Behold, the days are 
coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and 
with the house of Judah— not according to 
the covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of the land of Egypt; because 
they did not continue in My covenant, and 
I disregarded them, says the LORD. 1°For 
this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says 
the ™LoORD: I will put My laws in their mind 
and write them on their hearts; and "I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people. 
lloNone of them shall teach his neighbor, 
and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the 
PLORD,’ for all shall know Me, from the 
least of them to the greatest of them. !2For 
I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
aand their sins and their lawless deeds* I 
will remember no more.”* 

13rIn that He says, “A new covenant,” 
He has made the first obsolete. Now what 
is becoming obsolete and growing old is 
ready to vanish away. 


*8:5 Exodus 25:40 *8:12 NU-Text omits and 
their lawless deeds. * Jeremiah 31:31-34 


7:25 He is also able to save. Christ is able to save 
because He is fully God and fully human (2:18; 4:15). 
Since this verse speaks to Jesus’ present interces- 
sion for us, the word save in this verse speaks of our 
sanctification, the continuing process by which we 
are freed from the power of sin. This continuing pro- 
cess of salvation will eventually be completed in our 
glorification, when we are saved from the presence 
of sin. 

7:26-28 daily, as those high priests. The high priest 
offered an annual sacrifice on the Day of Atonement 
for the atonement of the people’s sins (9:7; 10:1), but 
the priests also offered sacrifices every day before 
the Lord (Ex. 29:36). In contrast, Jesus offered Him- 
self once, a perfect, sinless sacrifice for the sins of all. 
Since Jesus is perfect, He did not have to offer sacri- 
fices for His own sins. 

8:2 sanctuary. This word refers to the heavenly 
reality represented by the Most Holy Place (9:2,8,24; 
10:19; 13:11). The reality is the presence of God. Our 
High Priest serves there and desires to bring us there 
(10:19). 

8:8 a new covenant. This covenant is the “better 
covenant” of verse 6. This covenant was made with 
Israel and Judah, yet the church enjoys the spiri- 
tual blessings of this covenant now. The Abrahamic 
covenant was made with Abraham and his physical 
descendants (Gen. 17:7). Yet the Abrahamic cov- 
enant also contained a spiritual promise (Gen. 12:3) 
in which the church participates (Rom. 11:11-27; 


Gal. 3:13-14). The new covenant in fact is a fulfill- 
ment of the spiritual redemption promise in the 
Abrahamic and Davidic covenants (Matt. 26:26-29; 
Luke 22:20). 

8:10-12 after those days, says the Lorp. There 
are four provisions of the new covenant: (1) God’s 
law will be written on believers’ minds and hearts. 
(2) Believers will have a relationship with God ful- 
filling the promise of Leviticus 26:12 (2 Cor. 6:16). 
(3) All will know God. No longer will Pharisees and 
scribes have to teach the intricacies of the law to 
the people. (4) God will forgive the sins of believ- 
ers and remember them no more. The continual 
sacrifice of animals for the atonement of sin will 
cease. 

8:13 obsolete and growing old. At the time the 
author of Hebrews wrote these words, the ceremo- 
nies of the Mosaic covenant were still being con- 
ducted in the temple in Jerusalem. In A.D. 70 the 
Roman general Titus destroyed the temple, fulfilling 
these words. 
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The Earthly Sanctuary 

Then indeed, even the first covenant 

had ordinances of divine service and 
athe earthly sanctuary. 2For a tabernacle 
was prepared: the first part, in which was 
the lampstand, the table, and the show- 
bread, which is called the sanctuary; 32and 
behind the second veil, the part of the tab- 
ernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 
4which had the ‘golden censer and “the 
ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides 
with gold, in which were ¢the golden pot 
that had the manna, ‘Aaron’s rod that bud- 
ded, and #the tablets of the covenant; and 
habove it were the cherubim of glory over- 
shadowing the mercy seat. Of these things 
we cannot now speak in detail. 


Limitations of the Earthly Service 

6Now when these things had been thus 
prepared, ‘the priests always went into the 
first part of the tabernacle, performing the 
services. 7But into the second part the high 
priest went alone jonce a year, not without 
blood, which he offered for *himself and 
for the people’s sins committed in igno- 
rance; 8the Holy Spirit indicating this, that 
Ithe way into the Holiest of All was not yet 
made manifest while the first tabernacle 
was still standing. 9It was symbolic for the 
present time in which both gifts and sacri- 
fices are offered "which cannot make him 
who performed the service perfect in re- 
gard to the conscience— concerned only 
with "foods and drinks, °various washings, 
pand fleshly ordinances imposed until the 
time of reformation. 


The Heavenly Sanctuary 

UBut Christ came as High Priest of ¢the 
good things to come,* with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with 


Hebrews 9:22 @ 1347 
hands, that is, not of this creation. !2Not 
rwith the blood of goats and calves, but 
swith His own blood He entered the Most 
Holy Place tonce for all, “having obtained 
eternal redemption. 13For if vthe blood of 
bulls and goats and “the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the 
purifying of the flesh, 4how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself with- 
out spot to God, *cleanse your conscience 
from Ydead works 2to serve the living God? 
And for this reason “He is the Mediator 
of the new covenant, by means of death, 
for the redemption of the transgressions 
under the first covenant, that >those who 
are called may receive the promise of the 
eternal inheritance. 


The Mediator’s Death Necessary 

16For where there is a testament, there 
must also of necessity be the death of the 
testator. 17For ca testament is in force af- 
ter men are dead, since it has no power at 
all while the testator lives. 18¢Therefore 
not even the first covenant was dedicat- 
ed without blood. !8For when Moses had 
spoken every precept to all the people ac- 
cording to the law, “he took the blood of 
calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, 
and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book 
itself and all the people, 2%saying, *“This is 
the "blood of the covenant which God has 
commanded you.”* 2!Then likewise ‘he 
sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle 
and all the vessels of the ministry. 22And 
according to the law almost all things are 
purified with blood, and ‘without shedding 
of blood there is no remission. 


*9:11 NU-Text reads that have come. 
dus 24:8 


* 9:20 Exo- 


9:2-5 a tabernacle was prepared. These verses 
simply describe the furniture of the tabernacle. The 
tabernacle courtyard contained an altar for animal 
sacrifice and a laver for ceremonial washings. The 
tabernacle was divided into two rooms by a veil. The 
first part was the sanctuary or holy place, housing the 
lampstand, the table for the showbread, and the altar 
of incense. The second room was the Most Holy Place, 
containing the ark of the covenant, in which were 
stored the symbols of the Mosaic covenant. 

9:7-8 once a year. In the provisions of the Mosaic 
covenant, access to God was limited. The fact that 
the high priest had such little access himself indicates 
the striking failure of the Mosaic covenant to bring 
believers into the presence of God. 

9:9 cannot make him who performed the service 
perfect. The Mosaic covenant covered sins of igno- 
rance (v. 7), but not premeditated sins or the sinful 
nature of all people (Ps. 51). In other words, the old 
system was lacking. It did not completely reconcile 
the people to God. 

9:12 with His own blood. Christ obtained eternal 
redemption. His sacrifice never has to be repeated 
because it is perfect. 

9:13 ashes of a heifer. These were mixed with water 


and were used to cleanse a person who had become 
ceremonially defiled by touching a corpse (Num. 
19:11-13). The author of Hebrews points out that 
these ceremonies could purify only a person’s exte- 
rior, not a person’s heart. 

9:14 the eternal Spirit. All three persons of the Trin- 
ity are involved in cleansing. The defilement is inter- 
nal, not external (v. 13). Christ's death has the power 
to purify a person’s mind and soul. 

9:15 redemption. Christ paid the price to free us from 
our own sin. His death substitutes for our death, the 
penalty of our sins. Like the Israelites, believers receive 
an inheritance, but our inheritance is eternal (v. 14). 
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1348 @ Hebrews 9:23 
Greatness of Christ’s Sacrifice 
23Therefore it was necessary that the 
copies of the things in the heavens should 
be purified with these, but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these. 24For 'Christ has not entered 
the holy places made with hands, which 
are copies of ™the true, but into heaven it- 
self, now "to appear in the presence of God 
for us; 25not that He should offer Himself 
often, as °the high priest enters the Most 
Holy Place every year with blood of an- 
other—26He then would have had to suffer 
often since the foundation of the world; but 
now, once at the end of the ages, He has 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of Himself. 27°And as it is appointed for 
men to die once, %but after this the judg- 
ment, 28so "Christ was soffered once to bear 
the sins tof many. To those who “eagerly 
wait for Him He will appear a second time, 
apart from sin, for salvation. 


Animal Sacrifices Insufficient 
1 For the law, having a ¢shadow of the 
good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with 
these same sacrifices, which they offer 
continually year by year, make those who 
approach perfect. 2For then would they 
not have ceased to be offered? For the wor- 
shipers, once purified, would have had no 
more consciousness of sins. 3But in those 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every 
year. 4For cit is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and goats could take away sins. 


Christ’s Death Fulfills God’s Will 


5Therefore, when He came into the 
world, He said: 


4“Sacrifice and offering You did not 
desire, 
But a body You have prepared for Me. 


6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for 
sin 
You had no pleasure. 
7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— 
In the volume of the book it is written 
of Me— 
To do Your will, O God.’”* 


8Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offer- 
ing, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin 
You did not desire, nor had pleasure in 
them” (which are offered according to the 
law), 9then He said, “Behold, I have come 
to do Your will, O God.”* He takes away 
the first that He may establish the second. 
l0eBy that will we have been sanctified 
fthrough the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 


Christ’s Death Perfects 


the Sanctified 

liAnd every priest stands *ministering 
daily and offering repeatedly the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 
12hBut this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down ‘at the 
right hand of God, !3from that time wait- 
ing ‘till His enemies are made His footstool. 
14For by one offering He has perfected for- 
ever those who are being sanctified. 

15But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to 
us; for after He had said before, 

16k “This is the covenant that I will make 
with them after those days, says the LORD: 
I will put My laws into their hearts, and in 
their minds I will write them,”* !7then He 
adds, '“Their sins and their lawless deeds 
I will remember no more.”* 18Now where 
there is remission of these, there is no lon- 
ger an offering for sin. 


* 10:7 Psalm 40:6-8 
M-Text omit O God. 
* 10:17 Jeremiah 31:34 


*10:9 NU-Text and 
* 10:16 Jeremiah 31:33 


9:24 Christ has not entered the holy places made 
with hands. Christ's sacrifice was better than sacri- 
fices made under the Mosaic covenant because Christ 
did not enter a man-made sanctuary, which was a 
copy; instead, He entered the true sanctuary, which 
is in heaven—the very presence of God. 

9:26 but now, once. Christ’s sacrifice was better 
than the sacrifices made under the Mosaic covenant 
because He did not offer an annual sacrifice of ani- 
mals but offered Himself once for all time. 

10:1-4 not the very image of the things. The sac- 
rifices of the Mosaic covenant prefigured Christ's 
ultimate sacrifice of Himself. Therefore, these imper- 
fect sacrifices of mere animals could not completely 
purify the person who offered them. If they had been 
able to, these sacrifices would have ceased. Instead 
of thoroughly atoning for the sins of the people, the 
annual sacrifice on the Day of Atonement was a visi- 
ble reminder of the people’s sins. 

10:5-7 To do Your will. The Old Testament proph- 
ets had warned the Israelites that sacrifices alone 
would not please God. He desired obedience as well 
(Ps. 51:16—17; Is. 1:13-17; Mark 12:33). This messianic 


psalm indicates that Jesus’ obedience to God the 
Father was one of the reasons His sacrifice was better 
than the Old Testament sacrifices. 

10:8-9 He takes away the first that He may estab- 
lish the second. The author is explaining Psalm 40. 
The verb translated “takes away” means “abolishes.” 
The imperfect sacrifices were abolished so that the 
perfect Sacrifice could impart true life. 

10:11-12 sat down. Sitting indicates that His work of 
atonement is finished. His final words on the cross, “It 
is finished,” declare this spiritual reality John 19:30). 
10:16-18 | will remember no more. This phrase 
does not mean to forget, but not to hold sin against 
us any longer. 
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Hold Fast Your Confession 
19Therefore, brethren, having "boldness 
to enter "the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
20by a new and living way which He con- 
secrated for us, through the veil, that is, His 
flesh, 2land having a High Priest over the 
house of God, 22let us >draw near with a true 
heart 4in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 
23Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for "He who promised is 
faithful. 24And let us consider one anoth- 
er in order to stir up love and good works, 
snot forsaking the assembling of our- 
selves together, as is the manner of some, 
but exhorting one another, and ‘so much 
the more as you see “the Day approaching. 


The Just Live by Faith 


26For vif we sin willfully wafter we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there 
xno longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but 
a certain fearful expectation of judgment, 
and ‘fiery indignation which will devour 
the adversaries. 28Anyone who has rejected 
Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testi- 
mony of two or three 2witnesses. 29¢Of how 
much worse punishment, do you suppose, 
will he be thought worthy who has tram- 
pled the Son of God underfoot, ?counted 
the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified a common thing, cand insulted 
the Spirit of grace? 3°For we know Him who 
said, 4“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”* 
says the Lord.* And again, e“The LORD will 
judge His people.”* 31‘It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God. 


Hebrews 11:2 @ 1349 

32But 2recall the former days in which, 
after you were illuminated, you endured 
a great struggle with sufferings: 33part- 
ly while you were made "a spectacle 
both by reproaches and tribulations, and 
partly while ‘you became companions of 
those who were so treated; 34for you had 
compassion on me* jin my chains, and 
kjoyfully accepted the plundering of your 
goods, knowing that 'you have a better 
and an enduring possession for yourselves 
in heaven.* 35Therefore do not cast away 
your confidence, "which has great reward. 
36nFor you have need of endurance, so that 
after you have done the will of God, °you 
may receive the promise: 


37 “For Pyet a little while, 
And 4He* who is coming will come 
and will not tarry. 
38 Now'the* just shall live by faith; 
But if anyone draws back, 
My soul has no pleasure in him.”* 


39But we are not of those swho draw back to 
perdition, but of those who ‘believe to the 
saving of the soul. 


By Faith We Understand 

1 1 Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence “of things not 

seen. 2For by it the elders obtained a good 

testimony. 


* 10:30 Deuteronomy 32:35 ¢ NU-Text omits says 
the Lord. ¢ Deuteronomy 32:36 * 10:34 NU- 
Text reads the prisoners instead of me in my 
chains. * NU-Text omits in heaven. *10:37 Or 
that which * 10:38 NU-Text reads My just 

one. ¢ Habakkuk 2:3, 4 


10:19 Therefore. The author has spent five chapters 
explaining the superiority of Christ’s priesthood to 
the Levitical priesthood and the superiority of the 
new covenant to the Mosaic covenant. Unlike the Isra- 
elites, who approached God at Mount Sinai with fear 
and trembling (Ex. 20:18-21), believers can approach 
God with boldness (3:6; 4:16; 10:35) because we pos- 
sess Christ's righteousness and not our own. 

10:20 His flesh. The Old Testament high priest 
passed through a veil to get to the Most Holy Place. 
Now, believers enter God’s presence through Christ's 
flesh, meaning His sacrificial death. 

10:22 our hearts sprinkled... our bodies washed. 
Our consciences can be cleansed through the blood 
of Christ (9:14). Just as the high priest washed before 
entering the Most Holy Place (Lev. 16:3-4), so believers 
are cleansed before they come before the Holy One. 
10:24-25 stir up love and good works. The Greek 
word translated “stir up” means “convulse.” In this 
context the word speaks forcefully of the tremendous 
impact believers can have on each other. That is why 
the author exhorts the Hebrews to gather together. 
Evidently, some believers had stopped attending the 
worship services of the church, perhaps because they 
feared persecution. 

10:26 sin willfully. The reference here is not to an 
occasional act of sin (which can be confessed and 
forgiven) but to a conscious rejection of God. The Old 
Testament speaks in Numbers 15:30-31 of committing 


willful sin. A person who sinned presumptuously was 
to be cut off from the people. To sin deliberately after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth is apostasy. If a 
Christian rejects God's provision for his or her salvation, 
there is no other remedy for sins, since forgiveness for 
sins can only be found in Christ's perfect sacrifice. 
10:29 Spirit of grace. This is a reference to the Holy 
Spirit, the agent of God’s gracious gift of salvation. A 
believer who commits these offenses will be judged 
with a punishment worse than physical death. 

10:35 do not cast away your confidence. For the 
recipients of Hebrews to return to the safety of Juda- 
ism would mean a loss of eternal reward at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. 

11:1 Now faith is. This verse is not a definition of faith, 
but a description of what faith does. substance. This 
means “essence” or “reality.” Faith treats things hoped 
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1350 @ Hebrews 11:3 

3By faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the word of God, so that 
the things which are seen were not made 
of things which are visible. 


Faith at the Dawn of History 

4By faith “Abel offered to God a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Cain, through which 
he obtained witness that he was righteous, 
God testifying of his gifts; and through it 
he being dead still 4speaks. 

5By faith Enoch was taken away so that 
he did not see death, ¢“and was not found, 
because God had taken him”;* for before 
he was taken he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God. 6But without faith it is im- 
possible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that Heisa 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

7By faith fNoah, being divinely warned 
of things not yet seen, moved with godly 
fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his 
household, by which he condemned the 
world and became heir of "the righteous- 
ness which is according to faith. 


Faithful Abraham 

8By faith ‘Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to the place which he would 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 
not knowing where he was going. 9By faith 
he dwelt in the land of promise as in a for- 
eign country, ‘dwelling in tents with Isaac 
and Jacob, *the heirs with him of the same 
promise; !0for he waited for 'the city which 
has foundations, "whose builder and mak- 
er is God. 

liBy faith "Sarah herself also received 
strength to conceive seed, and °she bore a 
child* when she was past the age, because 
she judged Him faithful who had prom- 
ised. 12Therefore from one man, and him 
as good as 4dead, were born as many as the 
rstars of the sky in multitude—innumerable 
as the sand which is by the seashore. 


The Heavenly Hope 

13These all died in faith, snot having 
received the ‘promises, but “having seen 
them afar off were assured of them,* em- 
braced them and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 4For 
those who say such things “declare plainly 
that they seek a homeland. And truly if 
they had called to mind *that country from 
which they had come out, they would have 
had opportunity to return. !6But now they 
desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed °to be called 
their God, for He has prepared a city for 
them. 


The Faith of the Patriarchs 

I7By faith Abraham, «when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises offered up his only 
begotten son, !80f whom it was said, >“In 
Isaac your seed shall be called,”* 8con- 
cluding that God «was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead, from which he also re- 
ceived him in a figurative sense. 

20By faith 4Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau 
concerning things to come. 

21By faith Jacob, when he was dying, 
eblessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 

22By faith fJoseph, when he was dying, 
made mention of the departure of the chil- 
dren of Israel, and gave instructions con- 
cerning his bones. 


The Faith of Moses 

23By faith Moses, when he was born, 
was hidden three months by his parents, 
because they saw he was a beautiful child; 
and they were not afraid of the king’s 
hcommand. 


*11:5 Genesis 5:24 * 11:11 NU-Text omits she 
boreachild. *11:13 NU-Text and M-Text omit 
were assured of them. * 11:18 Genesis 21:12 


for as reality. evidence. This means “proof.” Faith itself 
proves that what is unseen is real, such as the believ- 
er’s rewards at the return of Christ (2 Cor. 4:18). 

11:4 amore excellent sacrifice than Cain. Evidently, 
Cain offered his sacrifice without faith (Gen. 4). still 
speaks. Abel still speaks to us because his righteous 
deeds have been recorded in Scripture. 

11:6 comes. This word is used repeatedly in Hebrews 
to refer to the privilege of drawing near to God (4:16; 
7:25; 10:1,22). Here, the author of Hebrews explains 
that faith is mandatory for those who approach Him. 
rewarder. God rewards not only those who seek Him, 
but also those who do good works in the Holy Spirit’s 
power (Rev. 22:12). 

11:8 not knowing where he was going. Abraham 
placed his trust in God. Faith means obediently step- 
ping into the unknown (v. 1). Abraham did this, and 
God considered him righteous because of it (Gen. 
15:6; Rom. 4:1-12). 

11:15 opportunity to return. The patriarchs and Sarah 
did not return to Ur, even though they could have if 


they had wanted to. The recipients of Hebrews were to 
follow the patriarchs’ example and refuse to return to 
the religion of their ancestors, a religious system that 
no longer provided atonement for sin (8:7-13). 

11:17-19 Abraham . . . tested. Abraham believed 
that God could raise Isaac from the dead (Gen. 22:5), 
if necessary. The incident is figurative of what God 
has done for us. Isaac was as good as dead, but God 
provided a ram to sacrifice in his place (Gen. 22:9-14). 
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11:3 © Ps. 33:6 


24By faith ‘Moses, when he became of 
age, refused to be called the son of Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to suf- 
fer affliction with the people of God than 
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26es- 
teeming ithe reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in* Egypt; for he 
looked to the *reward. 

27By faith ‘he forsook Egypt, not fearing 
the wrath of the king; for he endured as 
seeing Him who is invisible. 28By faith ™he 
kept the Passover and the sprinkling of 
blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn 
should touch them. 

29By faith "they passed through the Red 
Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, 
attempting to do so, were drowned. 


By Faith They Overcame 

30By faith othe walls of Jericho fell down 
after they were encircled for seven days. 
31By faith >the harlot Rahab did not perish 
with those who did not believe, when “she 
had received the spies with peace. 

32And what more shall I say? For the 
time would fail me to tell of "Gideon and 
sBarak and ‘Samson and “Jephthah, also 
of YDavid and “Samuel and the prophets: 
33who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
xstopped the mouths of lions, 34y»quenched 
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
became valiant in battle, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens. 352Women re- 
ceived their dead raised to life again. 

Others were “tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better resurrection. 36Still others had tri- 
al of mockings and scourgings, yes, and 
bof chains and imprisonment. 37¢They 
were stoned, they were sawn in two, were 
tempted,* were slain with the sword. 


Hebrews 12:6 @ 1351 
dThey wandered about “in sheepskins 
and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented— 380f whom the world was not 
worthy. They wandered in deserts and 
mountains, ‘in dens and caves of the earth. 

39And all these, shaving obtained a good 
testimony through faith, did not receive 
the promise, 4°God having provided some- 
thing better for us, that they should not be 
hmade perfect apart from us. 


The Race of Faith 
1 Therefore we also, since we are sur- 
rounded by so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses, “let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which so easily ensnares us, and Plet 
us run ¢with endurance the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith, ¢who for the joy 
that was set before Him ¢endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and fhas sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 


The Discipline of God 

3For consider Him who endured such 
hostility from sinners against Himself, 
hlest you become weary and discouraged 
in your souls. 4‘You have not yet resisted 
to bloodshed, striving against sin. >And 
you have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaks to you as to sons: 


i“My son, do not despise the chastening 

of the LORD, 

Nor be discouraged when you are 
rebuked by Him; 

6 Forkwhom the LORD loves He 

chastens, 

And scourges every son whom He 
receives.”* 


* 11:26 NU-Text and M-Text read of. * 11:37 NU- 
Text omits were tempted. *12:6 Proverbs 3:11, 12 


11:26 the reproach of Christ. This phrase refers 
to the earthly disgrace Christ received. Like Christ, 
Moses chose to suffer the indignities associated with 
God's people, instead of embracing the worldly plea- 
sures of Pharaoh’s court. 

11:28 sprinkling of blood. God told Moses to sprin- 
kle blood on the doorposts. Moses believed God's 
word and heeded His warning, and, as a result, the 
firstborn of every Israelite family was saved (Ex. 
12:1-13). 

11:35 Women received their dead. This is probably 
a reference to the raising of the son of the widow of 
Zarephath (1 Kin. 17:17-24) and of the Shunammite 
woman (2 Kin. 4:32—37). But the author of Hebrews 
also points out that not all who had faith won victo- 
ries, at least not in the same hour. tortured. This is 
usually understood to be an allusion to the heroic 
martyrs of Maccabean times, who were well known. 
11:40 made perfect. This phrase means “made 
complete.” This completion, the realization of all of 
God's promises in Christ’s coming kingdom, awaits 
all believers. 

12:1 cloud of witnesses. This refers to the people of 
faith mentioned in chapter 11. They are not actually 


spectators watching us; they are witnesses testifying 
to the truth of the faith (11:2,4-6). 

12:2 finisher. Christ has done everything necessary 
for us to endure in our faith. He is our example and 
model. the joy that was set before Him. His atten- 
tion was not on the agonies of the cross, but on the 
crown, not on the suffering, but on the reward. 

12:3 consider. This thought involves the idea of com- 
parison, as an accountant would compare the various 
columns of a balance sheet. Believers should com- 
pare their sufferings to the torture Christ endured on 
their behalf (v. 4). 
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1352 @ Hebrews 12:7 

7]f* you endure chastening, God deals 
with you as with sons; for what ™son is 
there whom a father does not chasten? 8But 
if you are without chastening, "of which 
all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate and not sons. 9Furthermore, 
we have had human fathers who correct- 
ed us, and we paid them respect. Shall we 
not much more readily be in subjection to 
othe Father of spirits and live? !9For they in- 
deed for a few days chastened us as seemed 
best to them, but He for our profit, pthat we 
may be partakers of His holiness. UNow no 
chastening seems to be joyful for the pres- 
ent, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it 
yields “the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
to those who have been trained by it. 


Renew Your Spiritual Vitality 

12Therefore "strengthen the hands 
which hang down, and the feeble knees, 
Band make straight paths for your feet, so 
that what is lame may not be dislocated, 
but rather be healed. 

M4sPursue peace with all people, and ho- 
liness, ‘without which no one will see the 
Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall 
short of the grace of God; lest any vroot of 
bitterness springing up cause trouble, and 
by this many become defiled; !6lest there 
be any “fornicator or profane person like 
Esau, *who for one morsel of food sold his 
birthright. !7For you know that afterward, 
when he wanted to inherit the blessing, 
he was rejected, for he found no place for 
repentance, though he sought it diligently 
with tears. 


The Glorious Company 

18For you have not come to 7the moun- 
tain that* may be touched and that burned 
with fire, and to blackness and darkness* 
and tempest, !%and the sound of a trumpet 
and the voice of words, so that those who 


heard it “begged that the word should not 
be spoken to them anymore. 29(For they 
could not endure what was commanded: 
b“And if so much as a beast touches the 
mountain, it shall be stoned* or shot with 
an arrow.”* 21And so terrifying was the 
sight that Moses said, ¢“I am exceedingly 
afraid and trembling.”*) 

22But you have come to Mount Zion and 
to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, to an innumerable company 
of angels, 23to the general assembly and 
church of ¢the firstborn ¢who are regis- 
tered in heaven, to God /the Judge of all, to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, 24to 
Jesus "the Mediator of the new covenant, 
and to 'the blood of sprinkling that speaks 
better things ‘than that of Abel. 


Hear the Heavenly Voice 

25See that you do not refuse Him who 
speaks. For if they did not escape who re- 
fused Him who spoke on earth, much more 
shall we not escape if we turn away from 
Him who speaks from heaven, 26whose 
voice then shook the earth; but now He 
has promised, saying, '“Yet once more I 
shake* not only the earth, but also heav- 
en.”* 27Now this, “Yet once more,” indi- 
cates the "removal of those things that are 
being shaken, as of things that are made, 
that the things which cannot be shaken 
may remain. 

28Therefore, since we are receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
have grace, by which we may* "serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 
29For Cour God is a consuming fire. 


* 12:7 NU-Text and M-Text read It is for discipline 
that you endure; God.... * 12:18 NU-Text 

reads to that which. ¢ NU-Text reads gloom. 

* 12:20 NU-Text and M-Text omit the rest of this 
verse. © Exodus 19:12,13 * 12:21 Deuteronomy 
9:19 *12:26 NU-Text reads will shake. ¢ Haggai 
2:6 *12:28 M-Text omits may. 


12:8 then you are illegitimate and not sons. In 
Roman society an illegitimate son was one who had 
no inheritance rights. 

12:11 the peaceable fruit of righteousness. This 
phrase suggests that the result of God's discipline is 
peace and righteousness. 

12:18-24 For you have not come to the mountain. 
In these verses, the author of Hebrews contrasts the 
Mosaic covenant with the new covenant by contrast- 
ing two mountains: Mount Sinai and Mount Zion. 
At Mount Sinai, the Israelites received the law from 
God with fear and trembling, for God displayed at 
that time His awesome power (Ex. 19:10—20:26). In 
contrast, Christian believers have come to a heavenly 
Jerusalem on Mount Zion through Jesus’ blood. This 
mountain is a celebration of the Holy One, attended 
by angels, believers, and righteous people. The 
author makes the contrast between the two cove- 
nants vivid and then once again exhorts his readers 
not to reject Christ's offer of salvation (vv. 25-29). 
12:23 just men made perfect. This phrase refers to 
all believers who have died. They are just because 


they have been justified or made righteous and per- 
fect because they are now “complete” in heaven. 
12:25 Him who speaks from heaven. This is a ref- 
erence to Christ, who spoke on earth and is now in 
heaven. 

12:29 our God is a consuming fire. The author con- 
cludes his lengthy warning to those who are tempted 
to abandon the faith (2:1— 12:29) with a vivid descrip- 
tion of God's judgment (Deut. 4:24). The Lord will 
judge His people (10:27,30). 
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Concluding Moral Directions 
1 Let “brotherly love continue. 2/Do 
not forget to entertain strangers, for 

by so doing -some have unwittingly enter- 
tained angels. 34Remember the prisoners 
as if chained with them—those who are 
mistreated—since you yourselves are in 
the body also. 

4eMarriage is honorable among all, and 
the bed undefiled; fbut fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge. 

5Let your conduct be without covetous- 
ness; be content with such things as you 
have. For He Himself has said, £“I will nev- 
er leave you nor forsake you.”* 6So we may 
boldly say: 


h“The LORD is my helper; 
I will not fear. 
What can man do to me?”* 


Concluding Religious Directions 

7Remember those who rule over you, 
who have spoken the word of God to 
you, whose faith follow, considering the 
outcome of their conduct. 8Jesus Christ 
is ithe same yesterday, today, and forev- 
er. 9Do not be carried about* with vari- 
ous and strange doctrines. For it is good 
that the heart be established by grace, 
not with foods which have not prof- 
ited those who have been occupied with 
them. 

10We have an altar from which those 


Hebrews 13:19 @ 1353 
who serve the tabernacle have no right 
to eat. For the bodies of those animals, 
whose blood is brought into the sanctu- 
ary by the high priest for sin, are burned 
outside the camp. !2Therefore Jesus also, 
that He might sanctify the people with 
His own blood, suffered outside the gate. 
13Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside 
the camp, bearing ‘His reproach. !4For 
here we have no continuing city, but we 
seek the one to come. !5kTherefore by 
Him let us continually offer ‘the sacrifice 
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 
lips, giving thanks to His name. 1!6nBut 
do not forget to do good and to share, 
for °with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased. 

17>Obey those who rule over you, and be 
submissive, for ¢they watch out for your 
souls, as those who must give account. 
Let them do so with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be unprofitable for 
you. 


Prayer Requested 

18rPray for us; for we are confident that 
we have ‘a good conscience, in all things 
desiring to live honorably. !9But I espe- 
cially urge you to do this, that I may be 
restored to you the sooner. 


* 13:5 Deuteronomy 31:6, 8; Joshua 1:5 
* 13:6 Psalm 118:6 * 13:9 NU-Text and M-Text 
read away. 


13:2 entertained angels. This is a reference to 
men in the Old Testament who encounter heavenly 
beings. These men included Abraham (Gen. 18), Lot 
(Gen. 19), and Gideon (Judg. 6). The idea is that, when 
you practice hospitality, you may be helping a mes- 
senger of God without realizing it. 

13:5 | will never leave you nor forsake you. This 
quotation is one of the emphatic statements in the 
New Testament. In Greek it contains two double neg- 
atives, similar to saying in English, “I will never, ever, 
ever forsake you.” Jesus uses the same technique to 
express the certainty of eternal life for believers John 
10:28). 

13:9 strange doctrines. This implies ideas foreign 
to the gospel message. Many of the ideas which the 
author was confronting were Jewish in origin—per- 
taining to ritual observances, sacrificial feasts, 
and various laws identifying what was clean and 
unclean. 

13:11 burned outside the camp. The believer has 
a sacrifice, Jesus Christ. He atoned for the sins of 
humanity with His death on the cross. But, unlike 
the high priests from the Old Testament, believers 
receive their sustenance from Christ in a symbolic 
way, by believing in Him (John 6:41-58). 

13:15-16 sacrifice of praise. Although the Old Tes- 
tament sacrifices are now obsolete (8:13), believers 
are to offer spiritual sacrifices which include their 
praise, their possessions, and even their lives (Rom. 
12:1-2). 

13:15 Worship—Since 


worship encompasses 


thought, feeling, and deed, there are many expres- 
sions of it. Worship especially includes praise and 
thanksgiving which may be expressed privately 
or publicly, whether by grateful declarations (Heb. 
13:15) or by joyful singing (Ps. 100:2; Eph. 5:19; Col. 
3:16). Portions of early Christian hymns of worship 
have been preserved in the New Testament (Phil. 
2:5-11; 1 Tim. 3:16; 2 Tim. 2:11-13). One very import- 
ant expression of worship for the church is remem- 
bering the death of Christ through the Lord’s Supper 
(1 Cor. 11:26). The Lord’s Supper was instituted by 
Christ Himself (Matt. 26:26-28) and judged by Paul to 
be taken very seriously (1 Cor. 11:28-32). Since wor- 
ship means giving something to God, the cheerful 
giving of money to God's work is certainly an act of 
worship (2 Cor. 9:7). The exercise of one of the spiri- 
tual gifts in ministry to the body of Christ constitutes 
worship as service (1 Cor. 12) as does faithfully occu- 
pying a church office (Eph. 4:11; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; Titus 
1:5-9). In fact, presenting ourselves (mind and body) 
to God to serve in any context is described as an act 
of worship in Romans 12:1. In this manner our whole 
ives become acts of worship. 
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1354 @ Hebrews 13:20 


Benediction, Final Exhortation, 


Farewell 

20Now may ‘the God of peace “who 
brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, 
vthat great Shepherd of the sheep, “through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
21make you complete in every good work to 
do His will, working in you* what is well 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 


22And I appeal to you, brethren, bear 
with the word of exhortation, for I have 
written to you in few words. 23Know that 
our brother Timothy has been set free, with 
whom I shall see you if he comes shortly. 
24Greet all those who rule over you, and 
all the saints. Those from Italy greet you. 
25Grace be with you all. Amen. 


* 13:21 NU-Text and M-Text read us. 


13:20 great Shepherd of the sheep. Having laid 
down His life for them (John 10:15) and now con- 
tinuing to make intercession for them (7:25), this is 
another description of Jesus’ ministry. 

13:22 word of exhortation. This phrase refers to the 
whole epistle to the Hebrews. It is an exhortation 
not to depart from the living God (3:12), but to go on 
to maturity (6:1) and endure in the faith to the end 
(3:6,14). 


13:24 Those from Italy. This phrase may refer to peo- 
ple living in Italy, or else to people from there who 
were now living elsewhere. Because of its ambiguity, 
this phrase does not reveal the location of the author 
or of the recipients. 
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THE EPISTLE OF 


JAMES 


> AUTHOR: Four men are named James in the New Testament, one of which is the 
Lord’s brother (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3; Gal. 1:19). Tradition points to this prominent 
figure as the author of the epistle, and this best fits the evidence of Scripture. The 
brevity and limited doctrinal emphasis of James kept it from wide circulation, and 
by the time it became known in the church as a whole, there was uncertainty about 
the identity of the James in 1:1. Growing recognition that it was written by the Lord’s 
brother led to its acceptance as a canonical book. 


> TIME: c. A.D. 46-49 > KEY VERSES: James 1:19-22 


> THEME: James is for the practical person. While most of Paul’s epistles have a 
theological and practical section, there isn’t much theoretical or systematic theol- 
ogy in this book. The subject matters covered in James are the issues we face daily 
if not hourly. How do we respond to trials and temptation? What are we doing with 
our money? Do we keep our tongues under control? Are we acting on our faith? 
What are we doing with our prayer lives? The main point of all these questions 


James raises is that saving faith needs to result in changed behavior. 


Greeting to the Twelve Tribes 
James, “a bondservant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 


To the twelve tribes which are scattered 
abroad: 


Greetings. 


Profiting from Trials 

2My brethren, »count it all joy “when 
you fall into various trials, 3¢4knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces patience. 
4But let patience have its perfect work, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing. 5eIf any of you lacks wisdom, ‘let 
him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach, and Sit will be given 
to him. But let him ask in faith, with no 
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of 


the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7For 
let not that man suppose that he will receive 
anything from the Lord; 8he is ‘a double- 
minded man, unstable in all his ways. 


The Perspective of Rich and Poor 

9Let the lowly brother glory in his ex- 
altation, !but the rich in his humiliation, 
because jas a flower of the field he will 
pass away. For no sooner has the sun 
risen with a burning heat than it withers 
the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful 
appearance perishes. So the rich man also 
will fade away in his pursuits. 


Loving God Under Trials 

12kBlessed is the man who endures temp- 
tation; for when he has been approved, he 
will receive 'the crown of life "which the 


1:1 To the twelve tribes. This salutation probably 
means the letter is for Jewish Christians living out- 
side of Palestine. The letter was not intended for one 
specific church but was to be passed around among 
various local assemblies. 

1:2 trials. These are outward circumstances—con- 
flicts, sufferings, and troubles—encountered by 
all believers. Trials are not pleasant and may be 
extremely grievous, but believers are to consider 
them as opportunities for rejoicing. Troubles and dif- 
ficulties are a tool which refines and purifies our faith, 
producing patience and endurance. 

1:3 testing of your faith. The word that is translated 
into this phrase occurs only here and in 1 Peter 1:7. 
The term was used for coins that were genuine and 
not debased. The aim of testing is not to destroy or 
afflict, but to purge and refine. “Patience” here tran- 
scends the idea of bearing affliction; it includes the 


idea of standing fast under pressure, with a staying 
power that turns adversities into opportunities. 

1:5 wisdom. The starting point for wisdom is a gen- 
uine reverence for the Almighty (Ps. 111:10; Prov. 
9:10) and a steadfast confidence that God controls all 
circumstances, guiding them to His good purposes 
(Rom. 8:28). 

1:8 double-minded. This person is literally one with 
“two souls.” If one part of a person is set on God and 
the other is set on this world (Matt. 6:24), there will be 
constant conflict within. 

1:12 will receive the crown of life. The Bible 
describes the believer's reward (2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12. 
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1356 @ James 1:13 
Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am 
tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempt- 
ed by evil, nor does He Himself tempt any- 
one. /4But each one is tempted when he is 
drawn away by his own desires and en- 
ticed. !5Then, "when desire has conceived, 
it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full- 
grown, °brings forth death. 

16Do not be deceived, my beloved breth- 
ren. !7»Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights, ‘with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning. 18'Of His 
own will He brought us forth by the sword 
of truth, ‘that we might be a kind of first- 
fruits of His creatures. 


Qualities Needed in Trials 

19So then,* my beloved brethren, let ev- 
ery man be swift to hear, “slow to speak, 
vslow to wrath; 2°for the wrath of man does 
not produce the righteousness of God. 


Doers—Not Hearers Only 

21Therefore wlay aside all filthiness and 
overflow of wickedness, and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, «which is 
able to save your souls. 

22But Ybe doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23For 
zif anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man observing his natural 
face in a mirror; 24for he observes himself, 
goes away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was. 25But «he who looks 
into the perfect law of liberty and contin- 
ues init, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 
doer of the work, >this one will be blessed 
in what he does. 

26If anyone among you* thinks he is 


religious, and ‘does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his own heart, this one’s reli- 
gion is useless. 27¢Pure and undefiled reli- 
gion before God and the Father is this: ¢to 
visit orphans and widows in their trouble, 
fand to keep oneself unspotted from the 
world. 


Beware of Personal Favoritism 

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, “the Lord of glory, 
with >partiality. 2For if there should come 
into your assembly a man with gold rings, 
in fine apparel, and there should also come 
in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you 
pay attention to the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say to him, “You sit here ina 
good place,” and say to the poor man, “You 
stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 
4have you not shown partiality among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 

5Listen, my beloved brethren: “Has God 
not chosen the poor of this world to be 4rich 
in faith and heirs of the kingdom e¢which 
He promised to those who love Him? 6But 
fyou have dishonored the poor man. Do not 
the rich oppress you Zand drag you into the 
courts? 7Do they not blaspheme that noble 
name by which you are "called? 

8If you really fulfill the royal law accord- 
ing to the Scripture, ‘“You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,”* you do well; 9but if 
you show partiality, you commit sin, and 
are convicted by the law as ‘transgressors. 
10For whoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet ¥stumble in one point, ‘he is guilty 


* 1:19 NU-Text reads Know this or This you know. 
* 1:26 NU-Text omits among you. *2:8 Leviticus 
19:18 


under various vivid images, such as precious metals 
(1 Cor. 3:8-14), garments (Rev. 3:5,18; 19:7-8), and 
crowns (1 Cor. 9:25; Rev. 2:10; 3:11). 

1:13 nor does He Himself tempt anyone. Entice- 
ment to sin does not come from God. God will never 
deliberately lead a person to commit sin because that 
would not only go against His nature, but it would 
also be opposed to His purpose of molding His cre- 
ation into His holy image. Yet, God does sometimes 
place His people in adverse circumstances for the 
purpose of building godly character (Gen. 22:1,12). 
1:19 swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath. 
These three exhortations reveal the outline of this 
letter (1:21—2:26 for “swift to hear”; 3:1—18 for “slow 
to speak”; 4:1—5:18 for “slow to wrath”). 

1:21 receive with meekness the implanted word. 
The believer should have a teachable spirit—without 
resisting, disputing, or questioning. Receiving God's 
Word this way will save the believer's soul. 

1:22 be doers of the word, and not hearers only. 
Believers who hear the Word of God (v. 19) must 
receive it with a teachable spirit (v. 21), applying 
it to their daily lives. To hear and not obey is to be 
deceived. 

1:25 the perfect law of liberty. Loving God and lov- 
ing one’s neighbor sum up the law (Rom. 13:8-10). 


But it is Christ's love (Eph. 3:17-19) which frees us 
from our sins to truly love others John 8:36-38; Gal. 
5:13). 

1:27 orphans and widows. These people were 
among the most unprotected and needy classes in 
ancient societies (Ezek. 22:7). Pure religion does not 
merely give material goods for the relief of the dis- 
tressed; it also oversees their care (Acts 6:1—7). 

2:5 heirs of the kingdom. This inheritance means 
more than entering the kingdom; it also involves rul- 
ing with Christ (1 Cor. 6:9; Gal. 5:21; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

2:9 if you show partiality, you commit sin. James 
alludes to Leviticus 19:15, which prohibits favoritism 
to either the poor or the rich. 

2:10 he is guilty of all. God does not allow selective 
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of all. "For He who said, ™“Do not commit 
adultery,”* also said, "*Do not murder.”* 
Now if you do not commit adultery, but 
you do murder, you have become a trans- 
gressor of the law. !2S0 speak and so do 
as those who will be judged by °the law of 
liberty. 13For pjudgment is without mercy to 
the one who has shown 4no "mercy. sMercy 
triumphs over judgment. 


Faith Without Works Is Dead 

MtWhat does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can faith save him? If a 
brother or sister is naked and destitute of 
daily food, !6and vone of you says to them, 
“Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” 
but you do not give them the things which 
are needed for the body, what does it prof- 
it? 17Thus also faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead. 

18But someone will say, “You have faith, 
and I have works.” “Show me your faith 
without your* works, and I will show you 
my faith by my* works. !9 You believe that 
there is one God. You do well. Even the de- 
mons believe—and tremble! 2°But do you 
want to know, O foolish man, that faith 
without works is dead?* 2! Was not Abra- 
ham our father justified by works ywhen 
he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22Do 
you see 2that faith was working together 
with his works, and by «works faith was 
made perfect? 23And the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, >“Abraham believed 
God, and it was accounted to him for righ- 
teousness.”* And he was called cthe friend 
of God. 24You see then that a man is justi- 
fied by works, and not by faith only. 

25Likewise, ¢was not Rahab the harlot 
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also justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out another 
way? 

26For as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead also. 


The Untamable Tongue 

My brethren, “let not many of you be- 

come teachers, knowing that we shall 
receive a stricter judgment. 2For ¢we all 
stumble in many things. 4If anyone does 
not stumble in word, ¢he is a perfect man, 
able also to bridle the whole body. 3Indeed,* 
fwe put bits in horses’ mouths that they 
may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 
4Look also at ships: although they are so 
large and are driven by fierce winds, they 
are turned by a very small rudder wherev- 
er the pilot desires. 5Even so “the tongue is 
a little member and "boasts great things. 

See how great a forest a little fire kin- 
dles! 6And ‘the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity. The tongue is so set among our 
members that it idefiles the whole body, and 
sets on fire the course of nature; and it is 
set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast 
and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, 
is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. 
8But no man can tame the tongue. It is an 
unruly evil, *full of deadly poison. 9With 
it we bless our God and Father, and with 
it we curse men, who have been made ‘in 
the similitude of God. Out of the same 
mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be so. 


* 2:11 Exodus 20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18 ¢ Exodus 
20:13; Deuteronomy 5:17 * 2:18 NU-Text omits 
your. ¢ NU-Text omits my. * 2:20 NU-Text reads 
useless. *2:23 Genesis 15:6 *3:3 NU-Text 
reads Now if. 


obedience. We cannot choose to obey the parts of 
the law that are to our own liking and disregard the 
rest. Some of the Pharisees were guilty of this. They 
carefully observed some of the requirements of the 
law, such as keeping the Sabbath, and ignored others, 
such as honoring their parents (Matt. 15:1-7). Sin is a 
violation of the perfect righteousness of God, who is 
the Lawgiver. James is saying that the whole divine law 
has to be accepted as an expression of God's will for 
His people. The violation of even one commandment 
separates an individual from God and His purposes. 
2:14 What does it profit. James is implying in this 
verse that faith in Christ will demonstrate itself in love 
for others (John 13:34—-35). 

2:19 Even the demons believe—and tremble. 
While they believe, the demons do not love Him 
(Matt. 8:29). Their kind of belief does not lead to 
love, submission, and obedience; instead, it leads to 
hatred, rebellion, and disobedience. 

2:21 justified. James is using the word justified to 
mean “proved.” We prove to others our genuine faith 
in Christ through our works. But the justification that 
comes through faith is before God, and we do not 
“prove” ourselves to Him; instead, God declares us 
righteous through our association with Christ, the 
One who died for our sins (Rom. 3:28). 

2:22 faith... works. These two should be together; 


there is a close relationship between the two. Faith 
produces works; and works make faith perfect, 
meaning “mature” or “complete.” 

3:1 we shall receive a stricter judgment. James 
does not give the warning of condemnation to others 
without applying it to himself. 

3:7-8 no man can tame the tongue. The instincts of 
animals can be subdued through conditioning and 
punishment, but the sinful nature that inspires evil 
words is beyond our control. Only the work of the 
Holy Spirit within us can bring this destructive force 
under control. 

3:9 we bless our God and Father. James is pointing 
out the inconsistency of blessing God while cursing 
people who are created in His image. 
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Does a spring send forth fresh water and 
bitter from the same opening? !2Cana fig 
tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grape- 
vine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both 
salt water and fresh.* 


Heavenly Versus Demonic Wisdom 

13nWho is wise and understanding 
among you? Let him show by good con- 
duct that his works are done in the meek- 
ness of wisdom. But if you have ebitter 
envy and self-seeking in your hearts, ?do 
not boast and lie against the truth. 4«This 
wisdom does not descend from above, but 
is earthly, sensual, demonic. !6For "where 
envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 
every evil thing are there. !7But sthe wis- 
dom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, ‘without partiality 
4uand without hypocrisy. 18’Now the fruit 
of righteousness is sown in peace by those 
who make peace. 


Pride Promotes Strife 

Where do wars and fights come from 

among you? Do they not come from 
your desires for pleasure “that war in your 
members? 2You lust and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You 
fight and war. Yet* you do not have be- 
cause you do not ask. 35 You ask and do not 
receive, ‘because you ask amiss, that you 
may spend it on your pleasures. 4Adulter- 
ers and* adulteresses! Do you not know 
that ¢friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? eWhoever therefore wants to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an 
enemy of God. 5Or do you think that the 


Scripture says in vain, /“The Spirit who 
dwells in us yearns jealously”? 

6But He gives more grace. Therefore He 
says: 


£“God resists the proud, 
But gives grace to the humble.”* 


Humility Cures Worldliness 
7Therefore submit to God. "Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you. 8‘Draw 
near to God and He will draw near to you. 
iCleanse your hands, you sinners; and 
kpurify your hearts, you double-minded. 
9iLament and mourn and weep! Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your 
joy to gloom. !©~Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 


Do Not Judge a Brother 

lnDo not speak evil of one another, 
brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother 
oand judges his brother, speaks evil of the 
law and judges the law. But if you judge 
the law, you are not a doer of the law but 
a judge. !2There is one Lawgiver,* who is 
able to save and to destroy. 7Who* are you 
to judge another?* 


Do Not Boast About Tomorrow 
13Come now, you who say, “Today or to- 
morrow we will* go to such and such a city, 


* 3:12 NU-Text reads Neither cana salty spring 
produce fresh water. *4:2 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit Yet. *4:4 NU-Text omits Adulterers 

and. *4:6 Proverbs 3:34 *4:12 NU-Text adds 
and Judge. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text read But 

who. ¢ NU-Text reads aneighbor. *4:13 M-Text 
reads let us. 


3:16 confusion. On the other hand, God brings 
harmony and wisdom (1 Cor. 14:33). Anyone who is 
involved in envy and strife is confused. This confu- 
sion corrupts human relationships. It is likely that the 
Jewish Christians to whom James was writing were 
going through turmoil because of sinful acts like the 
ones mentioned here. James wanted his readers to 
set aside their petty attitudes and seek reconciliation. 
4:1 wars and fights. The source of problems is the 
conflict between desires for pleasure and the desire 
for God's will, an attitude that the Holy Spirit has 
placed within us. 

4:3 you ask amiss. Some might have protested 
James's admonition (vv. 1-2) by claiming that they 
had not received an answer to their prayers (Matt. 
7:7). James responds by suggesting that they were 
praying for the wrong things. Instead of praying for 
their sinful desires, they should have been praying for 
God's good will for them. 

4:4 Whoever therefore wants. This verse does not 
speak of God’s attitude toward the believer, but of 
the believer's attitude toward God. The difference 
between the world and God is so vast that, as we 
move toward the world, we alienate ourselves from 
God. In the world, sin is considered acceptable and 
pleasurable. Ultimately the world has lost its aware- 
ness of sin, and thus sin has become habitual. 

4:6 God resists the proud. James quotes from 
Proverbs 3:34 to prove his point. Those who submit 
to divine wisdom will receive the necessary grace 


from God to put into practice the kind of life James 
describes (3:13-18). On the other hand, those who 
elevate themselves will face a formidable foe (v. 4). 
God Himself will fight against their plans, because 
they are not on His side. 

4:9 Lament and mourn and weep. When a believer 
who has fallen into sin responds to God's call for 
repentance, he or she should place laughter and 
joy aside to reflect on the sin with genuine sorrow 
(2 Cor. 7:9-10). In this verse, laughter seems to refer 
to the loud revelry of pleasure-loving people. They 
immerse themselves in a celebration of their sins in 
an effort to forget God’s judgment. A Christian should 
never laugh at sin. However, Christian sorrow leads to 
repentance; repentance leads to forgiveness; and 
forgiveness leads to true joy over one’s reconciliation 
with God (Ps. 32:1; 126:2; Prov. 15:13). 

4:13 we will go... and make a profit. The problem 
here is not the plan or the concept of planning; it is 
leaving God out of the plan (v. 15). 
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spend a year there, buy and sell, and make 
a profit”; 4whereas you do not know what 
will happen tomorrow. For what is your 
life? "It is even a vapor that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes away. 15In- 
stead you ought to say, s“If the Lord wills, 
we shall live and do this or that.” 16But now 
you boast in your arrogance. tAll such 
boasting is evil. 

17Therefore, “to him who knows to do 
good and does not do it, to him it is sin. 


Rich Oppressors Will Be Judged 
Come now, you “rich, weep and howl for 
your miseries that are coming upon you! 

2Your briches are corrupted, and cyour gar- 
ments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and sil- 
ver are corroded, and their corrosion will 
be a witness against you and will eat your 
flesh like fire. 4You have heaped up trea- 
sure in the last days. 4Indeed ¢the wages of 
the laborers who mowed your fields, which 
you kept back by fraud, cry out; and ‘the 
cries of the reapers have reached the ears 
of the Lord of Sabaoth.* 5 You have lived 
on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you 
have fattened your hearts as* in a day of 
slaughter. You have condemned, you have 
murdered the just; he does not resist you. 


Be Patient and Persevering 

7Therefore be patient, brethren, until 
the coming of the Lord. See how the farm- 
er waits for the precious fruit of the earth, 
waiting patiently for it until it receives the 
early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. 

§Do not grumble against one another, 
brethren, lest you be condemned.* Behold, 
the Judge is standing at the door! My 
brethren, take the prophets, who spoke 
in the name of the Lord, as an example of 
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suffering and "patience. "Indeed ‘we count 
them blessed who ‘endure. You have heard 
of kthe perseverance of Job and seen ‘the 
end intended by the Lord—that “the Lord 
is very compassionate and merciful. 

12But above all, my brethren, "do not 
swear, either by heaven or by earth or with 
any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” 
and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judg- 
ment.* 


Meeting Specific Needs 

13Is anyone among you suffering? Let 
him opray. Is anyone cheerful? PLet him 
sing psalms. 4Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, “anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise him up. "And if he has com- 
mitted sins, he will be forgiven. !6Confess 
your trespasses* to one another, and pray 
for one another, that you may be healed. 
sThe effective, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much. !7Elijah was a man ‘with 
a nature like ours, and he prayed earnest- 
ly that it would not rain; and it did not rain 
on the land for three years and six months. 
18And he prayed vagain, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. 


Bring Back the Erring One 

19Brethren, if anyone among you wan- 
ders from the truth, and someone turns 
him back, 2°let him know that he who turns 
a sinner from the error of his way «will 
save a soul* from death and Ycover a mul- 
titude of sins. 


«5:4 Literally, in Hebrew, Hosts *5:5 NU-Text 
omitsas. *5:9 NU-Text and M-Text read judged. 
*5:12 M-Text reads hypocrisy. *5:16 NU-Text 
reads Therefore confess your sins. *5:20 NU- 
Text reads his soul. 


5:2-3 your garments. |n the ancient world, food, 
costly clothing, and precious metals were conspicu- 
ous signs of wealth. James pronounces judgment and 
destruction on all three. 

5:12-13 do not swear. James is not forbidding a 
believer from taking an oath in court or invoking God 
as witness to some significant statement (1 Thess. 
2:5). Instead, he is prohibiting the ancient practice of 
appealing to a variety of different objects to confirm 
the veracity of one’s statement. This practice was 
extremely close to idolatry, for it implied that such 
objects contained spirits. The warning in these verses 
can serve as a reminder to us to watch what we say. 
We should not use God's name in a reckless manner, 
and we should be careful to speak the truth. 

5:14 anointing him with oil. This may refer to medic- 
inal treatment (Luke 10:34). Yet, in this passage, it 
most likely refers to the healing power of the Holy 
Spirit, for verse 15 speaks of prayer saving the person. 


In either case, there is no indication that calling the 
elders excludes the use of a physician or medicine. 
5:15 the prayer of faith. Whether a believer is healed 
through medicine or through miraculous means, 
all healing is ultimately from the Lord. That is why 
prayers should be consistently offered for the sick. 
5:16 The effective, fervent prayer. This can mean 
that (1) prayer is effective when it is used, or (2) fer- 
vent prayer accomplishes great results. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 


PETER 


> AUTHOR: The early church universally acknowledged the authenticity and au- 
thority of 1 Peter. It is likely that Peter used Silvanus as his scribe (5:12). This epistle 
was addressed to Christians throughout Asia Minor, indicating the spread of the 
gospel in regions not evangelized when Acts was written. It was written from Bab- 
ylon (5:13), but scholars are divided as to whether this refers literally to Babylon in 
Mesopotamia or symbolically to Rome. It is probably the latter as tradition consis- 
tently indicates that Peter spent the last few years of his life in Rome. 

> TIME: c.A.0.63-64 >» KEY VERSES: 1 Pet. 4:12-13 

> THEME: First Peter was probably written to the Roman provinces of Turkey at 
the beginning of Nero’s persecutions of Christians. Its primary message is one of 
comfort, hope, and encouragement. He asks the readers to hold fast to the faith in 
the midst of the coming persecution. In these letters we get a picture of a mature 
Peter who has incorporated Christ's crucifixion and death and resurrection into his 
thinking about suffering. He fully understands, and even looks forward to, the glory 
that is to come after the sufferings of this life. 


Greeting to the Elect Pilgrims 
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 


To the pilgrims “of the Dispersion 
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, 2elect ‘according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, 4in sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, for eobedience and 
fsprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 


Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 


A Heavenly Inheritance 

3hBlessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who ‘according to His 
abundant mercy ‘has begotten us again to 
a living hope *through the resurrection of 


Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheri- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
does not fade away, 'reserved in heaven for 
you, "who are kept by the power of God 
through faith for salvation ready to be re- 
vealed in the last time. 

6nIn this you greatly rejoice, though 
now °for a little while, if need be, -you 
have been grieved by various trials, 7that 
athe genuineness of your faith, being much 
more precious than gold that perishes, 
though ‘it is tested by fire, smay be found to 
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, 8twhom having not seen* you 
love. “Though now you do not see Him, yet 


* 1:8 M-Text reads known. 


1:1 pilgrims. This term conveys the idea of being 
dispersed, much like the Jewish exiles of the Old Tes- 
tament who were not living in their homeland but in 
Babylon. 

1:2 sanctification of the Spirit. Sanctification is 
the ongoing process whereby the Holy Spirit works 
in believers, making their lives holy, separated from 
their old ways and to God in order to be more like 
Him. sprinkling of the blood. This concept, the sec- 
ond reason why God chooses us, draws our attention 
to three situations in the Old Testament when the 
Israelites were sprinkled with the blood of animals: 
(1) Moses’ sprinkling of blood on the Israelites at 
Mount Sinai to symbolize their initiation into the 
covenant (Ex. 24:5-8); (2) the sprinkling of Aaron and 
his sons to be the priests of Israel (Ex. 29:19-21); and 
(3) the sprinkling of the blood performed by priests 
over healed lepers to symbolize their cleansing (Lev. 
14:1-9). Any of these three cases could be the one 
that Peter has in mind here. 


1:3 according to His abundant mercy. Our salvation 
is grounded in God's mercy, His act of compassion 
toward us despite our condition of sinfulness. has 
begotten us again. God has given believers a new, 
spiritual life that enables us to live in an entirely differ- 
ent dimension than the one our physical birth allowed. 
1:4 inheritance. The Greek word here suggests both 
a present and a future reality. God has already deter- 
mined what we will one day experience in its totality. 
reserved. God has set aside in heaven a wonderful 
inheritance that is waiting for us even now. 

1:7 that the genuineness of your faith. As the purity 
of gold is brought forth by intense heat, so the reality 
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believing, you rejoice with joy inexpress- 
ible and full of glory, 9receiving the end of 
your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

10Of this salvation the prophets have in- 
quired and searched carefully, who proph- 
esied of the grace that would come to you, 
Usearching what, or what manner of time, 
Ythe Spirit of Christ who was in them was 
indicating when He testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that 
would follow. 12To them it was revealed 
that, not to themselves, but to us* they 
were ministering the things which now 
have been reported to you through those 
who have preached the gospel to you by 
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things 
which “angels desire to look into. 


Living Before God Our Father 
13Therefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully 
upon the grace that is to be brought to you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 4as obe- 
dient children, not conforming yourselves 
to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 
lybut as He who called you is holy, you 
also be holy in all your conduct, !*because 
it is written, “Be holy, for Iam holy.”* 
7And if you call on the Father, who 
awithout partiality judges according 
to each one’s work, conduct yourselves 
throughout the time of your stay here 
in fear; 8knowing that you were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, like silver 
or gold, from your aimless conduct re- 
ceived by tradition from your fathers, !9but 
bwith the precious blood of Christ, cas of 
a lamb without blemish and without spot. 


1Peter2:3 @ 1361 
20dHe indeed was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest 
ein these last times for you 2!who through 
Him believe in God, fwho raised Him from 
the dead and “gave Him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God. 


The Enduring Word 

22Since you "have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit* in 
sincere ‘love of the brethren, love one an- 
other fervently with a pure heart, 23i/hav- 
ing been born again, not of corruptible 
seed but incorruptible, *through the word 
of God which lives and abides forever,* 
24because 


\“All flesh is as grass, 
And all the glory of man* as the flower 
of the grass. 
The grass withers, 
And its flower falls away, 
25m But the word of the LORD endures 
forever.”* 


nNow this is the word which by the gospel 
was preached to you. 

Therefore, “laying aside all malice, all 

deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 
speaking, 2as newborn babes, desire the 
pure ‘milk of the word, that you may grow 
thereby,* 3if indeed you have ¢tasted that 
the Lord is gracious. 


* 1:12 NU-Text and M-Text read you. *1:16 Levit- 
icus 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7 * 1:22 NU-Text omits 
through the Spirit. * 1:23 NU-Text omits forever. 
* 1:24 NU-Text reads allits glory. * 1:25 Isaiah 
40:6-8 *2:2 NU-Text adds up to salvation. 


and purity of our faith are revealed as a result of the 
fiery trials we face. Ultimately the testing of our faith 
not only demonstrates our final salvation but also 
develops our capacity to bring glory to the Lord Jesus 
Christ when He comes into His kingdom and we reign 
with Him (Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 5:9-12). 

1:10 the prophets. Peter indicates that the Old Tes- 
tament prophets knew of the gracious salvation we 
would one day receive and, as a result, studied it care- 
fully and intensively. 

1:12 by the Holy Spirit. Although humans may preach 
God’s message of salvation, ultimately the Holy Spirit 
is the One who proclaims these great truths. Even the 
angels are amazed at what a wonderful salvation God 
has enacted on our behalf (Eph. 3:10). 

1:13 gird up the loins of your mind. Just as people in 
biblical times would gather up their long robes and 
tie them around their waists so that they could move 
quickly and freely, we need to do whatever it takes to 
focus our thoughts on those things that allow us to 
serve God successfully, all the while eliminating any 
thoughts that would trip us up (Heb. 12:1). be sober. 
Peter's concern here is primarily using mentally or 
spiritually sound judgment. hope fully. We need to 
exhibit confidence that God will accomplish all that 
He promised He would do (v. 3; Rom. 8:24-25). 

1:17 in fear. For Christians, this phrase should be 
understood as something between terror and rever- 
ential awe. We need to remember that God is both 


our merciful Savior (vv. 3,18-21) and our holy Judge 
(vv. 15-17). 

1:19 a lamb. Peter describes Christ as the ultimate 
sacrificial Lamb, who is offered in our place to pay 
the price for our sins. The analogy here may be a ref- 
erence either to the Passover lamb (Ex. 12:3-6) or to 
the many lambs without blemish that were offered 
as part of the Old Testament sacrificial system (Lev. 
23:12; Num. 6:14; 28:3). 

1:20 foreordained. God has known (v. 2) the One 
who would bring salvation, even as He has known 
those to whom that salvation is offered and secured 
(Rom. 11:2). but was manifest. This phrase contrasts 
with the first half of the verse. What was known only 
to God before the creation of the world is now made 
known to us. 

1:22 purified your souls. We accomplish the purifi- 
cation of our souls by obedience to God's truth. 

2:2 that you may grow thereby. The purpose of 
studying God's truth is not only to learn more, but to 
become mature in the faith. 
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The Chosen Stone and His Chosen 
People 


4Coming to Him as to a living stone, @re- 
jected indeed by men, but chosen by God 
and precious, ®you also, as living stones, 
are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
6Therefore it is also contained in the Scrip- 
ture, 


f “Behold, I lay in Zion 
A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, 
And he who believes on Him will by 
no means be put to shame.”* 


7Therefore, to you who believe, He is 
precious; but to those who are disobedient,* 


8“The stone which the builders rejected 
Has become the chief cornerstone,”* 


8and 


h“A stone of stumbling 
And a rock of offense.”* 


iThey stumble, being disobedient to the 
word, ito which they also were appointed. 
But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises 
of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; !°'who once were 
not a people but are now the people of God, 


who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. 


Living Before the World 

11Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and 
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts "which 
war against the soul, !2"having your con- 
duct honorable among the Gentiles, that 
when they speak against you as evildoers, 
othey may, by your good works which they 
observe, glorify God in the day of visitation. 


Submission to Government 

13pTherefore submit yourselves to ev- 
ery ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, 
whether to the king as supreme, “or to 
governors, as to those who are sent by him 
for the punishment of evildoers and for the 
praise of those who do good. !5For this is 
the will of God, that by doing good you 
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men— l6aas free, yet not "using liberty as a 
cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 
I7Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear sGod. Honor the king. 


Submission to Masters 
18tServants, be submissive to your mas- 
ters with all fear, not only to the good and 


* 2:6 Isaiah 28:16 
who disbelieve. ¢ Psalm 118:22 


* 2:7 NU-Text reads to those 
* 2:8 Isaiah 8:14 


2:4 living stone. This phrase anticipates the Old Tes- 
tament quotations in verses 6-8. Jesus, as a living 
stone, is superior to the Old Testament temple. 

2:5 stones. Christians are part of God’s great spiritual 
building project. Referenced here are stones that are 
shaped and ready for use in construction, as opposed 
to natural rock. a holy priesthood. Unlike the Old 
Testament priesthood, in which only those who were 
born into a certain tribe could be priests, all who are 
reborn into God's family, that is, all believers, are 
priests who have the privilege and responsibility of 
offering spiritual sacrifices to God (Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 
13:15-16). 

2:6 A chief cornerstone ... precious. Jesus is the 
foundation stone from which the placement of 
all other living stones in the spiritual house (v. 5) is 
determined (Is. 28:16). In ancient buildings, the cor- 
nerstone was first situated on the foundation and 
then all of the other stones were aligned to it. Thus as 
part of the house of God, we need to keep our focus 
on our Cornerstone (Heb. 12:2). 

2:9 a chosen generation. God has not left to chance 
who will be part of a unique body of people, a group 
who will serve Him. a royal priesthood. Believers are 
transformed not only internally (v. 5), which describes 
us as being made into a “holy priesthood” but also 
externally. We are a priesthood that functions in a 
ruling capacity, as kings. a holy nation. Believers are 
a unified group of people who are set apart for God’s 
use. special people. God protects those whom He 
has adopted into His family. 

2:11 sojourners and pilgrims. With these words, 
Peter reminds believers (1:1) that this earth is not our 
home. We are foreigners here, traveling to our eternal 
home, heaven. 


2:12 day of visitation. This term probably refers to 
the final day of judgment when all people, believers 
and unbelievers alike, will fall on their knees and 
acknowledge who Jesus Christ is and what He has 
done through His people. 

2:13 every ordinance of man. This phrase suggests 
that the submission of Christians is not to be exer- 
cised solely in relation to civil authorities (v. 14), but to 
all kinds of rules that Christians encounter (2:18; 3:1). 
2:13 Our Responsibility to Human Govern- 
ment—As children of God, our responsibility to 
human government is threefold: 

1. We are to recognize and accept that the powers 
that be are ordained by God (Rom. 13:1). This 
truth even applies to governments that are 
anti-Christian. If a given law is clearly anti-scrip- 
tural, the believer is required to obey God rather 
than man (Dan. 3; 6; Acts 4:18-20). 

2. We are to pay our taxes to human governments 
(Matt. 17:24; 22:21; Rom. 13:7). 

3. We are to pray for the leaders in human govern- 
ment (1 Tim. 2:1-3). 

2:16 as a cloak for vice. This may be understood 
either as an excuse made up before the fact, or after 
the fact. 

2:18 be submissive ... with all fear. Workers are to 
take their responsibilities seriously, even when serv- 
ing the worst of bosses. 
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gentle, but also to the harsh. !9For this is 
ucommendable, if because of conscience 
toward God one endures grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 2°For vwhat credit is it if, when 
you are beaten for your faults, you take 
it patiently? But when you do good and 
suffer, if you take it patiently, this is com- 
mendable before God. 2!For wto this you 
were called, because Christ also suffered 
for us,* leaving us* an example, that you 
should follow His steps: 


22 “Who Yycommitted no sin, 
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;* 


23zwho, when He was reviled, did not re- 
vile in return; when He suffered, He did 
not threaten, but “committed Himself 
to Him who judges righteously; 242who 
Himself bore our sins in His own body 
on the tree, ‘that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—¢by whose 
stripes you were healed. 25For ¢you were 
like sheep going astray, but have now re- 
turned ‘to the Shepherd and Overseer* of 
your souls. 


Submission to Husbands 

Wives, likewise, be “submissive to your 

own husbands, that even if some do 
not obey the word, »they, without a word, 
may ‘be won by the conduct of their wives, 
2dwhen they observe your chaste conduct 
accompanied by fear. 3¢-Do not let your 
adornment be merely outward—arranging 
the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine 
apparel— ‘rather let it be ‘the hidden per- 
son of the heart, with the incorruptible 
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which 
is very precious in the sight of God. 5For 
in this manner, in former times, the holy 


1Peter3:12 @ 1363 
women who trusted in God also adorned 
themselves, being submissive to their own 
husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
gcalling him lord, whose daughters you 
are if you do good and are not afraid with 
any terror. 


A Word to Husbands 

7hHusbands, likewise, dwell with them 
with understanding, giving honor to the 
wife, ‘as to the weaker vessel, and as being 
heirs together of the grace of life, ‘that your 
prayers may not be hindered. 


Called to Blessing 

8Finally, all of you be of one mind, hav- 
ing compassion for one another; love as 
brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;* 
Sknot returning evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary ‘blessing, 
knowing that you were called to this, "that 
you may inherit a blessing. !9For 


n“He who would love life 
And see good days, 
oLet him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips from speaking deceit. 
ll Let him turn away from evil and do 
good; 
a4Let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the 
righteous, 
'And His ears are open to their prayers; 
But the face of the LORD is against 
those who do evil.”* 


* 2:21 NU-Text reads you. * NU-Text and M-Text 
readyou. *2:22 Isaiah 53:9 *2:25 Greek 
Episkopos *3:8 NU-Text reads humble. 
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2:20 For what credit. There is no advantage to believ- 
ers for successfully enduring a deserved punishment 
for wrongdoing, yet there is great value when we 
honor God with our actions when we are unfairly con- 
demned by others (3:17). take it patiently. Patience 
and perseverance in the face of suffering please God. 
2:24 who Himself bore our sins. The Greek wording 
emphasizes Jesus’ personal involvement in the act 
of paying the price for our sins. having died to sins, 
mightlive for righteousness. The purpose of Christ’s 
bearing our sins is that we might live to please Him. 
2:25 Overseer. No one else is qualified to be the one 
Shepherd and Overseer of our souls—only Christ is. 
For this reason the New Testament regularly describes 
the church and its congregations as having more than 
one leader (Titus 1:5). 

3:1 without a word. A godly wife does not preach to 
her non-Christian husband with words but with the 
Christlike beauty of her daily life. The goal is to see 
that husband become a Christian. 

3:3 merely outward. Christians are to spend more 
time developing their inner character than attempt- 
ing to make themselves look beautiful on the outside 
(1 Sam. 16). Peter is not condemning women who 
wear jewelry. He is emphasizing the importance of a 
woman's character. 

3:4 gentle and quiet spirit. Peter encourages 


Christian wives to exhibit attitudes that do not 
demand personal rights, attitudes that are not harsh 
and grating but are soothing and tranquil. 

3:6 calling him lord. Sarah was not worshiping Abra- 
ham; she was showing him respect. 

3:7 dwell with them with understanding. A Chris- 
tian husband should be intimately aware of his wife's 
needs, her strengths and weaknesses, and her goals 
and desires. He should know as much about her as 
possible in order to respond in the best way to her. 
3:9 evil for evil. Peter encourages Christians to act like 
the Lord Jesus. He endured suffering and ridicule in 
silence, entrusting His just cause to the ultimate Judge. 
3:12 eyes... ears. Peter uses this imagery to remind 
his readers that God knows everything about believ- 
ers, especially their suffering, and that He listens and 
responds to their cries for help (Heb. 4:12—16). 
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Suffering for Right and Wrong 
13sAnd who is he who will harm you 
if you become followers of what is good? 
14tBut even if you should suffer for righ- 
teousness’ sake, you are blessed. ““And 
do not be afraid of their threats, nor be 
troubled.”* But sanctify the Lord God* in 
your hearts, and always Ybe ready to givea 
defense to everyone who asks you a reason 
for the whope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear; 16xhaving a good conscience, that 
when they defame you as evildoers, those 
who revile your good conduct in Christ 
may be ashamed. !7For it is better, if it is the 
will of God, to suffer for doing good than 
for doing evil. 


Christ's Suffering and Ours 

18For Christ also suffered once for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring 
us* to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive by the Spirit, by whom 
also He went and preached to the spirits 
in prison, 20who formerly were disobedi- 
ent, when once the Divine longsuffering 
waited* in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was being prepared, in which a few, that 
is, eight souls, were saved through water. 
2lyThere is also an antitype which now 
saves us—baptism 2(not the removal of the 
filth of the flesh, ¢but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God), through the res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone 


into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, ‘angels and authorities and powers 
having been made subject to Him. 

Therefore, since Christ suffered for us* 

in the flesh, arm yourselves also with 
the same mind, for he who has suffered in 
the flesh has ceased from sin, 2that he no 
longer should live the rest of his time in 
the flesh for the lusts of men, “but for the 
will of God. 3For we have spent enough of 
our past lifetime* in doing the will of the 
Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, 
lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking 
parties, and abominable idolatries. 4In 
regard to these, they think it strange that 
you do not run with them in the same flood 
of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5They 
will give an account to Him who is ready 
bto judge the living and the dead. ®For this 
reason cthe gospel was preached also to 
those who are dead, that they might be 
judged according to men in the flesh, but 
djive according to God in the spirit. 


Serving for God’s Glory 

7But ¢the end of all things is at hand; 
therefore be serious and watchful in your 
prayers. 8And above all things have fervent 


* 3:14 Isaiah 8:12 *3:15 NU-Text reads Christ 
asLord. *3:18 NU-Text and M-Text read you. 

* 3:20 NU-Text and M-Text read when the long- 
suffering of God waited patiently. *4:1 NU-Text 
omits forus. *4:3 NU-Text reads time. 


3:15 sanctify the Lord God in your hearts. Believers 
should acknowledge the eternal holiness of Christ 
by revering Him as the Lord of the universe who is in 
control of all things. to give a defense. Peter assumes 
that the Christian faith will be falsely accused. He 
therefore encourages Christians to have rational 
answers to respond to those false accusations. 

3:17 For it is better. Peter is not encouraging believ- 
ers to seek out situations in which they will experi- 
ence suffering. Instead, he is saying that believers 
should make certain that when they suffer, it is the 
result of having been faithful to God rather than 
because they have done evil (2:19). 

3:19-20 spirits in prison. The Greek term translated 
spirits can refer to human spirits, angels, or demons. 
There are three main interpretations: (1) Some inter- 
pret these verses as describing Jesus as going to 
the place where fallen angels are incarcerated and 
declaring His final victory over evil in His work on 
the cross; (2) others hold that spirits refers to human 
spirits; thus Christ preached to human beings who 
had died in Noah’s day and were in the realm of the 
dead (hell or hades); and (3) another major interpre- 
tation understands this passage as describing Christ 
preaching through Noah to the unbelievers of his day. 
4:1 has ceased from sin. Those who serve God faith- 
fully in the midst of suffering take on a different atti- 
tude toward sin than what they previously held. Sin 
no longer holds the same grip on them. 

4:3 abominable idolatries. The idea here is that 
some forms of idolatry may have been detestable 
even to the civil authorities. Of course, all types of 
idolatry are hateful to God. 

4:5 will give an account. Although unbelievers think 


they are free to do as they please, they are greatly 
mistaken. There are consequences to what they 
do. One day they will stand defenseless before God 
and give an account of all of their wickedness (Rev. 
20:11-15). 
4:6 to those who are dead. There are four main 
interpretations of Peter’s meaning here: (1) Some 
see a connection between the gospel preached in 
this verse and the proclamation of Christ in 3:19-20; 
accordingly, they understand this verse to be about 
Christ offering salvation to those who lived in 
pre-Christian times; (2) another group of commen- 
tators also connects this preaching to 3:19-20, but 
holds that this verse is speaking of Christ preaching 
the gospel only to the righteous people of Old Tes- 
tament times; (3) Peter was speaking of the gospel 
which was preached to believers who are now dead; 
and (4) Peter is referring to the spiritually dead; the 
gospel was being preached to them so that they 
could come alive spiritually. 

4:8 love will cover a multitude of sins. Peter is 
not suggesting that one Christian’s love atones for 
another Christian’s sins. Rather, by introducing this 
proverb from the Old Testament (Prov. 10:12), he is 
reminding us that love does not stir up sins. We can 
demonstrate our love for our fellow believers by truly 
forgiving them and not talking openly about their 
past sins. 
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love for one another, for “love will cover a 
multitude of sins.”* 98Be hospitable to one 
another "without grumbling. As each 
one has received a gift, minister it to one 
another, jas good stewards of *the mani- 
fold grace of God. "If anyone speaks, let 
him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability 
which God supplies, that in all things God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom belong the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 


Suffering for God’s Glory 

12Beloved, do not think it strange con- 
cerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened 
to you; but rejoice "to the extent that you 
partake of Christ’s sufferings, that °>when 
His glory is revealed, you may also be glad 
with exceeding joy. “If you are reproached 
for the name of Christ, »blessed are you, for 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 
you.* On their part He is blasphemed, “but 
on your part He is glorified. 15But let none 
of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evil- 
doer, or as a busybody in other people’s 
matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Chris- 
tian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this matter.* 

17For the time has come "for judgment to 
begin at the house of God; and if it begins 
with us first, swhat will be the end of those 
who do not obey the gospel of God? I8SNow 


‘Tf the righteous one is scarcely saved, 
Where will the ungodly and the sinner 
appear?”* 


19Therefore let those who suffer accord- 
ing to the will of God commit their souls 
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to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Crea- 
tor. 


Shepherd the Flock 

The elders who are among you I ex- 

hort, I who am a fellow elder and a 
awitness of the sufferings of Christ, and 
also a partaker of the »glory that will be 
revealed: 2¢Shepherd the flock of God 
which is among you, serving as overseers, 
dnot by compulsion but willingly,* enot for 
dishonest gain but eagerly; 3nor as fbeing 
lords over £those entrusted to you, but "be- 
ing examples to the flock; 4and when ithe 
Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
ithe crown of glory that does not fade away. 


Submit to God, Resist the Devil 

5Likewise you younger people, sub- 
mit yourselves to your elders. Yes, ®all of 
you be submissive to one another, and be 
clothed with humility, for 


'“God resists the proud, 
But gives grace to the humble.”* 


6Therefore humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you in due time, 7casting all your care upon 
Him, for He cares for you. 

8Be sober, be vigilant; because* your ad- 
versary the devil walks about like a roar- 
ing lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
9Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing 
that the same sufferings are experienced 


*4:8 Proverbs 10:12 *4:14 NU-Text omits the 
rest of this verse. *4:16 NU-Text reads name. 
*4:18 Proverbs 11:31 *5:2 NU-Text adds accord- 
ing toGod. *5:5 Proverbs 3:34 *5:8 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit because. 


4:9 Be hospitable. In New Testament times, hospi- 
tality typically meant housing and feeding travelers 
for two to three days with no expectation of payment 
in return. 

4:10 As each one has received a gift. Every believer 
is gifted to serve. stewards. These are managers or 
trustees who will be held accountable for using their 
gift in the best interest of the One who gave it to 
them. 

4:12 do not think it strange. Apparently Peter's 
readers were astonished that they had to suffer as 
Christians, especially to the extent that they were 
suffering. fiery trial. The Greek word translated here 
was also used to speak of the intense fire that burned 
away impurities in metals. 

4:17 for judgment to begin. Judgment does not 
always imply condemnation in Scripture. When used 
in relation to Christians, it consistently refers to the 
evaluation of a believer’s works for the purpose of 
reward (1 Cor. 3:10-15). 

5:1 partaker. This terms speaks of sharing in 
Christ's reign in the coming kingdom (Rom. 8:17; 
Rev. 2:26-28; 5:9-10). Peter considers himself to be 
already participating partly in the glory that one day 
he will experience fully. 

5:2 Shepherd the flock of God. An ancient Israelite 
shepherd would go before his sheep to lead them; 


he would not drive the sheep in front of him. Church 
leaders should lead the people of God in the same 
way; feeding, protecting, and guiding them (JJohn 
21:15-17). Christian leaders should also remember 
that they have been given responsibility for tending a 
flock that belongs to God, not to themselves. not for 
dishonest gain. Christian leaders need to make cer- 
tain that their work is not motivated by money, but by 
a passion for the good of those believers put in their 
charge (1 Tim. 3:3,8; Titus 1:11). 

5:3 nor as being lords over. Echoing acommand that 
Peter heard directly from Jesus during His earthly 
ministry, Peter reminds all Christian leaders that they 
need to perform the role of servants, not masters, to 
those whom God has assigned to their care (Matt. 
20:25-28; Mark 10:42-45). 

5:8 your adversary. Satan is our avowed enemy. 
He never ceases from being hostile toward us; he is 
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by your brotherhood in the world. !®But 
may* the God of all grace, "who called us* 
to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
you have suffered a while, perfect, estab- 
lish, strengthen, and settle you. !0To Him 
be the glory and the dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 


Farewell and Peace 
LBy PSilvanus, our faithful brother as I 
consider him, I have written to you briefly, 


exhorting and testifying ‘that this is the 
true grace of God in which you stand. 
13She who is in Babylon, elect together 
with you, greets you; and so does "Mark my 
son. 4Greet one another with a kiss of love. 
Peace to you all who are in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 


*5:10 NU-Text reads But the God of all grace... 
will perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle 
you. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text read you. 


constantly accusing us before God (Job 1:9—2:7; 
Zech. 3:1; Luke 22:31; Rev. 12:10). like a roaring lion. 
Satan is both cunning and cruel. He attacks when 
least expected and desires to destroy completely 
those whom he attacks. 

5:10 establish... you. As a consequence of our facing 
the attacks of our enemy, God will build in us a firm 
foundation that makes us steadfast and immovable. 


5:11 dominion forever and ever. God is in control 
of all things both in this world and throughout eter- 
nity. 


5:1071 Cor. 1:9 5:11°Rev.1:6 5:12? 2 Cor. 1:19 
9Acts 20:24 5:13'Acts 12:12, 25; 15:37, 39 


THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 


PETER 


> AUTHOR: No other book in the New Testament poses as many problems of au- 
thenticity as does 2 Peter. But in spite of the external and internal problems, the tra- 
ditional position of Petrine authorship overcomes more difficulties than any other 
option. This epistle was written just before the apostle’s death (1:14), probably from 
Rome. 

> TIME: c.A.0.64-66 >» KEY VERSES: 2 Pet. 1:20-21 

> THEME: While 1 Peter deals with suffering and persecution caused by people 
outside the church, 2 Peter deals more with the need for the true spiritual knowl- 
edge and maturity in the face of false teachers who would distort the faith from 
inside the church. He gives his readers insight into the thinking of the false teachers 
and encourages opposition to them. He also urges watchfulness for Christ’s return 
through all the events at the end of the age. 


Greeting the Faithful 


Simon Peter, a bondservant and ¢apos- 
tle of Jesus Christ, 


To those who have obtained like pre- 
cious faith with us by the righteousness of 
our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 


2cGrace and peace be multiplied to you 
in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord, 3as His ¢divine power has given to 
us all things that pertain to life and godli- 
ness, through the knowledge of Him ¢who 
called us by glory and virtue, 4*by which 
have been given to us exceedingly great 
and precious promises, that through these 


you may be £partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world through lust. 


Fruitful Growth in the Faith 

5But also for this very reason, "giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue 
iknowledge, ®to knowledge self-control, to 
self-control perseverance, to perseverance 
godliness, 7to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness, and ‘to brotherly kindness love. 8For 
if these things are yours and abound, you 
will be neither barren 2nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For 
he who lacks these things is ‘shortsighted, 


1:1 apostle. With this term Peter identifies him- 
self as an authorized spokesman for the truth that 
Christ proclaimed. In verses 1-4 Peter describes the 
resources his readers have that will make growth in 
grace and knowledge possible. His apostleship is the 
first of these resources. like precious faith. Anyone 
who has faith in Jesus has the same access to God 
as any other believer. This access is the second great 
resource that Peter's readers possess. 

1:2 the knowledge of God. The Greek word trans- 
lated knowledge is a key word in this letter. It describes 
a special kind of knowledge, a kind that is complete. 
Since our knowledge of Jesus grows as we mature in 
the faith, we will experience His grace and peace on 
many different occasions in our Christian walk. 

1:3 divine power. This power is identified as the 
“power of resurrection” (Phil. 3:10; 4:13). This power 
is the third resource for godly living that Peter lists in 
this letter. by glory and virtue. These words suggest 
the qualities of Jesus that attract believers to Him. 
The glory that John saw in Jesus John 1:14) was His 
authority and power. 

1:4 exceedingly great and precious promises. 
This phrase refers to the numerous offers of divine 


provision found in Scripture. These promises offer us 
the glory and virtue of Christ as the basis for our grow- 
ing participation in the divine nature. We have Christ 
within us, as He promised (John 14:23), to enable us to 
become increasingly Christlike (2 Cor. 3:18). 

1:5 virtue. This term is the same word used in verse 
3 in reference to Christ's character. We cannot pro- 
duce virtue ourselves; but we can choose to obey the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

1:6 perseverance. A person who exercises self-con- 
trol will not easily succumb to discouragement or the 
temptation to quit. Viewing all circumstances as com- 
ing from the hand of a loving Father who is in control 
of all things is the secret of perseverance. 

1:9 blindness. This kind of person is one who looks 
only at earthly and material values—what is close at 
hand—and does not see the eternal spiritual reali- 
ties. Concerned only with this present life, such a per- 
son becomes blind to the things of God, forgetting 


1:19Gal. 2:8 °Eph.4:5  1:2¢Dan.4:1 1:341 Pet. 
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even to blindness, and has forgotten that he 
was cleansed from his old sins. 

10Therefore, brethren, be even more dil- 
igent ™to make your call and election sure, 
for if you do these things you will never 
stumble; "for so an entrance will be sup- 
plied to you abundantly into the everlast- 
ing kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 


Peter’s Approaching Death 

12For this reason "I will not be negli- 
gent to remind you always of these things, 
though you know and are established in 
the present truth. 13 Yes, I think it is right, 
pas long as I am in this tent, “to stir you up 
by reminding you, "knowing that short- 
ly I must put off my tent, just as sour Lord 
Jesus Christ showed me. !5Moreover I will 
be careful to ensure that you always have a 
reminder of these things after my decease. 


The Trustworthy Prophetic Word 

16For we did not follow ‘cunningly de- 
vised fables when we made known to you 
the “power and vcoming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but were veyewitnesses of His maj- 
esty. !7For He received from God the Father 
honor and glory when such a voice came to 
Him from the Excellent Glory: *“This is My 
beloved Son, in whom IJ am well pleased.” 
18And we heard this voice which came 
from heaven when we were with Him on 
ythe holy mountain. 


19And so we have the prophetic word 
confirmed,* which you do well to heed as 
a Zlight that shines in a dark place, ¢until 
bthe day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your chearts; 2°knowing this first, that 
dno prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation,* 21for prophecy never came 
by the will of man, fbut holy men of God* 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit. 


Destructive Doctrines 

But there were also false prophets 

among the people, even as there will 
be ¢false teachers among you, who will se- 
cretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Lord who bought them, and 
bring on themselves swift destruction. 
2And many will follow their destructive 
ways, because of whom the way of truth 
will be blasphemed. 3By covetousness 
they will exploit you with deceptive words; 
for a long time their judgment has not 
been idle, and their destruction does* not 
slumber. 


Doom of False Teachers 

4For if God did not spare the angels who 
sinned, but cast them down to hell and de- 
livered them into chains of darkness, to be 


*1:19 Or We also have the more sure prophetic 
word. *1:20 Ororigin *1:21 NU-Text reads but 
men spoke from God. *2:3 M-Text reads will not. 


the wonderful sense of cleansing that comes from 
turning oneself over to Christ. 

1:11 entrance... abundantly. Peter distinguishes 
between a just-barely-made-it entrance into the eter- 
nal kingdom and a richly abundant one. The Scripture 
indicates that fruitful and faithful living here will be 
rewarded by greater privileges and rewards in glory 
(Rev. 22:12). 

1:15 areminder... after my decease. Several early 
church fathers took these words to be Peter's promise 
to leave behind a testimony of the truth for his read- 
ers, which they considered to be the Gospel of Mark. 
1:16 cunningly devised fables. Peter countered 
the false teacher's faith claims with an eyewitness 
account. Peter himself had actually seen the power 
and the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. These are 
the twin themes of this letter; the power of Jesus 
available for holy living and the coming of Jesus as 
the glorious hope of each believer. 

1:19 the prophetic word confirmed. As strong as an 
eyewitness account (vv. 16-18) may be, there is an 
even stronger confirmation that Jesus is who He said 
He was. The written Scriptures are even more trust- 
worthy than the personal experience of the apostle 
Peter. 

1:20 of any private interpretation. Although some 
have taken this phrase to mean that no individual 
Christian has the right to interpret prophecy for 
himself or herself, the context and the Greek word 
for interpretation indicates another meaning for the 
verse. The Greek word for interpretation can also 
mean “origin.” In the context of verse 21, it is clear 


that Peter is speaking of Scripture’s “origin” from 


God Himself and not the credentials of the one who 
interprets it. There is no private source for the Bible; 
the prophets did not supply their own solutions or 
explanations to the mysteries of life. Rather, God 
spoke through them; He alone is responsible for what 
is written in Scripture. 

2:1 destructive heresies. Peter is addressing here 
the ethical implication of false teaching. The Greek 
word translated destructive means “shameful” or 
“deliberately immoral.” The false teachers gloried 
in the privileges of Christianity but treated its moral 
demands with indifference. 

2:3 judgment... destruction. Peter turns from the 
description of the false teachers to a description of 
their fate. Verses 4-8 provide examples of judgment 
of false teachers of the past. 

2:4 angels who sinned. There are two main interpre- 
tations of this passage, depending on one’s under- 
standing of Genesis 6:1-6. Some think that Peter is 
referring to “sons of God” in Genesis 6:2. According 
to this interpretation, the “sons of God” were angels 
who rebelled against God and their role in creation. 
They began to engage in forbidden practices with the 
daughters of men. Their conduct was met with imme- 
diate judgment. A second group of commentators 
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reserved for judgment; 5and did not spare 
the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of 
eight people, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood on the world of the 
ungodly; 6and turning the cities of >Sod- 
om and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned 
them to destruction, making them an ex- 
ample to those who afterward would live 
ungodly; 7and ¢delivered righteous Lot, 
who was oppressed by the filthy conduct 
of the wicked 8(for that righteous man, 
dwelling among them, ¢tormented his 
righteous soul from day to day by seeing 
and hearing their lawless deeds)— 9then 
ethe Lord knows how to deliver the godly 
out of temptations and to reserve the unjust 
under punishment for the day of judgment, 
10and especially ‘those who walk accord- 
ing to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness 
and despise authority. They are presump- 
tuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to 
speak evil of dignitaries, "whereas "an- 
gels, who are greater in power and might, 
do not bring a reviling accusation against 
them before the Lord. 


Depravity of False Teachers 

12But these, ‘like natural brute beasts 
made to be caught and destroyed, speak 
evil of the things they do not understand, 
and will utterly perish in their own cor- 
ruption, iand will receive the wages of 
unrighteousness, as those who count it 
pleasure ’to carouse in the daytime. !They 
are spots and blemishes, carousing in their 
own deceptions while “they feast with 
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you, “having eyes full of adultery and that 
cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable 
souls. "They have a heart trained in cov- 
etous practices, and are accursed children. 
1I5They have forsaken the right way and 
gone astray, following the way of °-Balaam 
the son of Beor, who loved the wages of un- 
righteousness; !6but he was rebuked for his 
iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a 
man’s voice restrained the madness of the 
prophet. 

l7pThese are wells without water, clouds* 
carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness forever.* 


Deceptions of False Teachers 

18For when they speak great swelling 
words of emptiness, they allure through 
the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, 
the ones who have actually escaped* 
from those who live in error. 19While they 
promise them liberty, they themselves are 
slaves of corruption; ¢for by whom a per- 
son is overcome, by him also he is brought 
into bondage. 2°For if, after they "have es- 
caped the pollutions of the world through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, they are sagain entangled 
in them and overcome, the latter end is 
worse for them than the beginning. 21For 
tit would have been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, 


*2:17 NU-Text reads and mists. ¢ NU-Text 
omits forever. *2:18 NU-Text reads are barely 
escaping. 


balk at the suggestion of sexual relations between 
angels and women. They consider this verse to sim- 
ply bea reference to those angels who fell with Satan. 
2:5 did not spare the ancient world. Peter's sec- 
ond example of God's judgment is the flood (3:6). 
preacher of righteousness. This is a reference to 
Noah because his righteous life put to shame the 
immoral lives of his neighbors. Noah's building of the 
ark would certainly have given him the opportunity 
to explain the coming judgment and to invite people 
to repent and believe in God. But the entreaties fell 
on deaf ears, just as the truth of Christ’s atonement 
fell on the deaf ears of the false teachers of Peter's 
day. Such indifference and unbelief brought the 
ungodly of Noah’s world to certain destruction. 

2:6 Sodom and Gomorrah. These cities are Peter's 
third example of God's judgment. Genesis 19 makes 
it clear that sexual perversion was the primary cause 
of their destruction. 

2:9-10 presumptuous, self-willed. These words 
describe the character and methods of false teach- 
ers. Their actions are characterized by boldness; they 
recklessly defy both God and man. Behind their pre- 
sumption is a commitment to their own desires. 

2:12 like natural brute beasts. False teachers are 
compared to animals in their behavior because they 
act in ignorance of the realities of death and judg- 
ment. Like animals they also react only to present 
circumstances, without giving thought to the conse- 
quences of their actions. 

2:13 carouse in the daytime. Even pagan societies 


thought it strange and unnatural to hold drunken 
riots in the daylight. However, the false teachers had 
no qualms about practicing their erroneous concept 
of Christian liberty in clear daylight. 

2:14 eyes full of adultery. They could not cease from 
sin because their fantasizing had become habitual. 
As a consequence, they convinced unstable souls in 
the church that adultery was acceptable Christian 
behavior and lured them into sexual immorality. 
2:15-16 following the way of Balaam. The account 
of Balaam in Numbers 22-24 is used here, as well as 
in Jude 11 and Revelation 2:14, to depict the danger of 
forsaking the right way and going astray. 

2:17 wells... clouds. Peter accuses the heretical 
teachers of awakening false expectations, like wells 
that contain no water or storm clouds that darken but 
produce no rain. 

2:20 they have escaped. The subject of this phrase is 
the heretical teachers who are called “servants of cor- 
ruption” in verse 19. This verse seems to indicate that 
the teachers had formerly turned from the pollution 
of the world through a full and experiential knowl- 
edge of Christ. Now, however, they have fallen again 
into immorality, even becoming teachers of sinful 
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than having known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered to them. 22But it 
has happened to them according to the true 
proverb: ““A dog returns to his own vom- 
it,’* and, “a sow, having washed, to her 
wallowing in the mire.” 


God's Promise Is Not Slack 

Beloved, I now write to you this second 

epistle (in both of which I stir up your 
pure minds by way of reminder), 2that you 
may be mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, ‘and 
of the commandment of us,* the apostles 
of the Lord and Savior, %knowing this 
first: that scoffers will come in the last 
days, 4walking according to their own 
lusts, 4and saying, “Where is the promise 
of His coming? For since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were 
from the beginning of ¢creation.” 5For this 
they willfully forget: that foy the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of water and in the water, 
6hby which the world that then existed 
perished, being flooded with water. 7But 
ithe heavens and the earth which are now 
preserved by the same word, are reserved 
for fire until the day of judgment and per- 
dition of ungodly men. 

8But, beloved, do not forget this one 
thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and ¥a thousand years as 
one day. 9!The Lord is not slack concerning 
His promise, as some count slackness, but 
mis longsuffering toward us,* "not willing 
that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance. 


The Day of the Lord 
10But the day of the Lord will come as 
a thief in the night, in which ¢the heavens 


will pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat; both 
the earth and the works that are in it will 
be burned up.* !!Therefore, since all these 
things will be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought you to be "in holy conduct 
and godliness, !2slooking for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will tbe dissolved, being 
on fire, and the elements will “melt with 
fervent heat? !3Nevertheless we, accord- 
ing to His promise, look for vynew heavens 
and a “new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 


Be Steadfast 

4Therefore, beloved, looking forward 
to these things, be diligent *to be found by 
Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 
land consider that ythe longsuffering 
of our Lord is salvation—as also our be- 
loved brother Paul, according to the wis- 
dom given to him, has written to you, !6as 
also in all his Zepistles, speaking in them 
of these things, in which are some things 
hard to understand, which untaught and 
unstable people twist to their own de- 
struction, as they do also the @rest of the 
Scriptures. 

17You therefore, beloved, »since you 
know this beforehand, ‘beware lest you 
also fall from your own steadfastness, be- 
ing led away with the error of the wicked; 
18dbut grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

eTo Him be the glory both now and for- 
ever. Amen. 


* 2:22 Proverbs 26:11 *3:2 NU-Text and M-Text 
read commandment of the apostles of your Lord 
and Savior or commandment of your apostles of 
the Lordand Savior. *3:9 NU-Text reads you. 
* 3:10 NU-Text reads laid bare (literally found). 


lifestyles. the latter end is worse for them than the 
beginning. This phrase is almost certainly taken from 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:45 and probably reflects 
Peter’s memory of that occasion. 

2:22 according to the true proverb. Jews considered 
dogs and pigs among the lowest of animals, so Peter 
chooses these animals to describe people who have 
known the truth but have turned away from it. 

3:2 words which were spoken before. The only 
way Peter’s readers could recognize the errors of 
the heretical teachers was to compare their teaching 
with the teaching of the holy prophets and apostles. 
As Peter had already reminded his readers in 1:21, 
“holy men” spoke words given to them by the Holy 
Spirit, which were therefore utterly reliable. 

3:4 fathers fell asleep. This refers to the Old Testa- 
ment patriarchs. all things continue. The basis for 
denying the supernatural reappearance of Jesus 
is that nothing of that nature has occurred in the 
past. 

3:8 a thousand years. God will surely accomplish His 
purposes and promises, even though it may appear 
that He is slow in doing so. His timing is always per- 
fect. 

3:10 day of the Lord. This phrase describes the 


end-time events, the second coming (Dan. 9:24—-27; 
1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Thess. 2:1-12). Peter's description 
requires the unlimited power of God in dissolving the 
very elements of the universe, from which He will cre- 
ate a new heaven and a new earth (v. 13; Rev. 21:22). 
3:11 what manner of persons. The primary purpose 
of prophetic teaching is not to satisfy our curiosity 
but to motivate us to change our lives. Rather than 
work for things that will ultimately be destroyed, we 
should work for things that are eternal. 

3:16 untaught and unstable people twist. Untaught 
refers to one whose mind is untrained and undisci- 
plined in habits of thought. Unstable refers to one 
whose conduct is not properly established. 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE OF 


JOHN 


> AUTHOR: First John was universally accepted without dispute as authoritative 
by the early church. The internal evidence supports this tradition because the “we” 
(apostles), “you” (readers), and “they” (false teachers) phraseology places the writer 
in the sphere of apostolic eyewitness (1:1-3; 4:14). John’s name was well known to 
the readers, and it was unnecessary for him to mention it. The style and vocabulary 
of 1 John are so similar to those of the fourth Gospel that most scholars acknowl- 
edge these books to be by the same hand. First John was probably written in Ephe- 
sus after the Gospel of John, but the date cannot be fixed with certainty. 

> TIME: c.A.0.89-95 > KEY VERSES: 1 John 1:3-4 

> THEME: Shortly after the church began, people like the Gnostics continually tried 
to recast the gospel in their own terms. Gnosticism made a distinction between the 
material or carnal, which was evil to them, and the spiritual, which was pure. John 
writes as one who was acquainted with Jesus personally, physically, and spiritually. 
He wants the reader to take the Christ he knew at face value. John wants his readers 
to believe the truth of his experience of Jesus and not the philosophical speculation 
of the Gnostics. In these letters we see the same themes as in John’s Gospel—light 
and darkness, truth and falsehood, life and death, love and hate. John weaves these 


themes together with a straightforward skill and fatherly care. 


What Was Heard, Seen, and 
Touched 


That «which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have 
bseen with our eyes, ‘which we have looked 
upon, and ¢our hands have handled, con- 
cerning the eWord of life—2fthe life was 
manifested, and we have seen, "and bear 
witness, and declare to you that eternal life 
which was ‘with the Father and was man- 
ifested to us— 3that which we have seen 
and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our 


fellowship is ‘with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ. 4And these things we 
write to you that your* joy may be full. 


Fellowship with Him and One 


Another 

5IThis is the message which we have 
heard from Him and declare to you, that 
mGod is light and in Him is no darkness at 
all. °"If we say that we have fellowship with 
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do 


* 1:4 NU-Text and M-Text read our. 


1:1-4 the Word of life. These verses emphasize the 
personal experience of the apostles with the incar- 
nate Word. The memory of Jesus Christ burned in the 
mind of John as he reflected on the three and one- 
half years that he and the other disciples were with 
the Lord. Now he wanted to be sure that the churches 
under his care enjoyed fellowship with the resur- 
rected Lord and other disciples. 

1:2 life was manifested. The life was not hidden or 
obscured so that few, if any, could find it. Rather, this 
life was made known openly and had its origin in God 
the Father. God had provided truth about Himself 
in nature and through the prophets of old, but the 
revelation in His Son (Heb. 1:1—2) is God's finest and 
clearest presentation of Himself. 

1:3 have fellowship. The idea of this word carries 
both the thought of a positive relationship that peo- 
ple share and participation in a common interest 
or goal. 


1:5 God is light. This is God's nature, in His essential 
being, just as He is Spirit John 4:24) and love (4:8). 
Light refers to God's moral character. no darkness at 
all. God is holy, untouched by any evil or sin. Because 
God is light, those who desire fellowship with Him 
must also be pure. 

1:6 fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness. To 
walk in darkness means to live contrary to the moral 
character of God, to live a sinful life. To claim fellow- 
ship with God without living a moral life or practicing 
the truth is to live a lie, since God cannot compromise 
His holiness to accommodate sin. 
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1372 @ 1John 1:7 
not practice the truth. 7But if we °walk in 
the light as He is in the light, we have fel- 
lowship with one another, and Pthe blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

8If we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
SIf we 4confess our sins, He is "faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to scleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. !°If we say that 
we have not sinned, we ‘make Him a liar, 
and His word is not in us. 

My little children, these things I write 

to you, so that you may not sin. And if 
anyone sins, ~we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
2And >He Himself is the propitiation for 
our sins, and not for ours only but ¢also for 
the whole world. 


The Test of Knowing Him 

3Now by this we know that we know 
Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4He who says, “I know Him,” and does 
not keep His commandments, is a 4liar, 
and the truth is not in him. 5But ¢whoev- 
er keeps His word, truly the love of God 
is perfected fin him. By this we know that 
we are in Him. 6#He who says he abides in 
Him "ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked. 

7Brethren,* I write no new commandment 


to you, but an old commandment which 
you have had ‘from the beginning. The 
old commandment is the word which you 
heard from the beginning.* 8Again, ia new 
commandment I write to you, which thing 
is true in Him and in you, "because the 
darkness is passing away, and 'the true 
light is already shining. 

§mHe who says he is in the light, and 
hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 
10nHe who loves his brother abides in the 
light, and cthere is no cause for stumbling 
in him. !!But he who vhates his brother is 
in darkness and ¢walks in darkness, and 
does not know where he is going, because 
the darkness has blinded his eyes. 


Their Spiritual State 
12 | write to you, little children, 
Because "your sins are forgiven you 
for His name’s sake. 
13 | write to you, fathers, 
Because you have known Him who is 
sfrom the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, 
Because you have overcome the 
wicked one. 
I write to you, little children, 
Because you have ‘known the Father. 


*2:7 NU-Text reads Beloved. * NU-Text omits 
from the beginning. 


1:8-9 If we confess. To confess is to agree with God, 
to admit that we are sinners in need of His mercy. If a 
believer confesses his or her specific sins to God, He 
will cleanse all unrighteousness from that person. 
Forgiveness and cleansing are guaranteed because 
God is faithful to His promises. Those promises are 
legitimated because God is just. God can maintain 
His perfect character and yet forgive us because of 
the perfect and righteous sacrifice of Jesus, His own 
Son (2:2). 

1:10 His word is not in us. A person who denies com- 
mitting sinful acts does not have the Word of God 
changing his or her life. 

2:1 My little children... that you may not sin. 
John's statements about sin (1:8-10) were designed 
to make believers aware of sin’s ever-present danger 
and to put them on guard against it. According to 
Greek grammar, the if before anyone sins carries the 
added sense of “and it is assumed that we all do.” 
This statement is not an encouragement to sin but a 
warning to all Christians to be on guard against sinful 
tendencies. 

2:2 propitiation. This act brings about the merciful 
removal of guilt through divine forgiveness. In the 
Greek Old Testament, the Greek term for propitiation 
was used for the sacrificial mercy seat on which the 
high priest placed the blood of the Israelites’ sacri- 
fices (Ex. 25:17—22). This practice indicates that God’s 
righteous wrath had to be appeased somehow. God 
sent His Son and satisfied His own wrath with Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross. Our sins made it necessary for 
Jesus to suffer the agonies of the crucifixion; but God 
demonstrated His love and justice by providing His 
own Son. 

2:3 we know Him. The New Testament speaks of 


knowing God in two senses. One who has trusted 
Christ knows Him Vohn 17:3), that is to say, has met 
Him. One who has previously met the Lord can also 
come to know Him intimately (Phil. 3:10). In this verse 
John is talking about knowing the Lord intimately. 
2:6 abides in Him. Abiding is habitual obedience. It 
has the idea of settling down in Christ or resting in 
Him. It is evidenced by a life modeled after Christ. 
ought himself also to walk. The admonition to live 
by the teaching of Jesus reveals that this conformity 
comes from us. The Christian, as a child of God, ought 
to obey God because of a sincere desire to do so. It 
should be a joy to follow in the footsteps of the One 
who died for us. 

2:8 new commandment. This refers to love (v. 10). It 
may be that John is simply repeating the statement 
of Christ in John 13:34. The command to love reached 
its truest and fullest expression in the life of Christ. He 
demonstrated what true love is by coming into our 
world and giving His life for us. 

2:11 he who hates his brother. Hating one’s brother 
opposes the teaching of Christ to love one another. 
The idea that one could hate a brother and yet claim 
fellowship with God shows the utter darkness that 
has blinded the Christian to the truth. 
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4 [have written to you, fathers, 
Because you have known Him who is 
from the beginning. 

I have written to you, young men, 
Because “you are strong, and the 
word of God abides in you, 

And you have overcome the wicked 
one. 


Do Not Love the World 

15vDo not love the world or the things in 
the world. wIf anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. !6For all 
that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
xthe lust of the eyes, and the pride of life— 
is not of the Father but is of the world. 
17And Ythe world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever. 


Deceptions of the Last Hour 

18z]_ittle children, “it is the last hour; and 
as you have heard that >the* Antichrist is 
coming, ‘even now many antichrists have 
come, by which we know “that it is the last 
hour. 1%They went out from us, but they 
were not of us; for ‘if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with us; but 
they went out ¢that they might be made 
manifest, that none of them were of us. 

20But "you have an anointing ‘from the 
Holy One, and ‘you know all things.* 21] 
have not written to you because you do not 
know the truth, but because you know it, 
and that no lie is of the truth. 

22kWho is a liar but he who denies that 
‘Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who 


1John3:1 @ 1373 
denies the Father and the Son. 23™Whoever 
denies the Son does not have the "Father 
either; che who acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also. 


Let Truth Abide in You 

24Therefore let that abide in you ’which 
you heard from the beginning. If what you 
heard from the beginning abides in you, 
ayou also will abide in the Son and in the 
Father. 25"And this is the promise that He 
has promised us—eternal life. 

26These things I have written to you 
concerning those who try to deceive you. 
27But the sanointing which you have re- 
ceived from Him abides in you, and tyou do 
not need that anyone teach you; but as the 
same anointing “teaches you concerning all 
things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just 
as it has taught you, you will* abide in Him. 


The Children of God 

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, 
that when* He appears, we may have Ycon- 
fidence and not be ashamed before Him 
at His coming. 29vIf you know that He is 
righteous, you know that xeveryone who 
practices righteousness is born of Him. 

Behold ¢what manner of love the Father 

has bestowed on us, that we should 
be called children of God!* Therefore the 
world does not know us,* cbecause it did 


*2:18 NU-Text omits the. *2:20 NU-Text reads 
youallknow. *2:27 NU-Text reads you abide. 

* 2:28 NU-Text reads if. *3:1 NU-Text adds And 
weare. ¢ M-Text reads you. 


2:15 Do not love the world. These words may be 
rephrased as “stop loving the world.” John’s readers 
were acting in a way that was inconsistent with the 
relationship with Christ. “World” here is the morally 
evil system opposed to all that God is and holds dear. 
In this sense, the “world” is the satanic system oppos- 
ing Christ's kingdom on this earth (v. 16; 3:1; 4:4; 5:19; 
John 12:31; Eph. 6:11-12; James 4:4). 

2:16 lust of the flesh... lust of the eyes... pride of 
life. The world is characterized by these three lusts, 
which have been interpreted as corresponding to the 
three different ways Eve was tempted in the garden 
(Gen. 3:6), or the three different temptations Jesus 
experienced (Luke 4:1-12). However, the correspon- 
dences are not close enough to make it certain that 
John was alluding to either of these. Instead, John 
was probably making a short list of the different ways 
believers could be lured away from a loving God. Lust 
of the flesh refers to desires of sinful sensual pleasure. 
The lust of the eyes refers to covetousness or material- 
ism. The pride of life refers to being proud about one’s 
position in this world. 

2:17 passing away. John highlights the brevity of 
life. To be consumed with this life is to be unprepared 
for the next. 

2:18 antichrists. This word is a combination of two 
Greek words: anti, meaning “instead of” or “against”; 
and christos, meaning “anointed one.” Antichrists 
most likely means those who seek to take the place 
of Christ. 


2:20 anointing. This is a reference to either the Holy 
Spirit or to Scripture. This unction, or anointing, is the 
protection that believers have against the false teach- 
ers. The true Anointed One, Jesus, also has representa- 
tives who are anointed. One of the main heresies the 
first century church faced was Gnosticism, whose fol- 
lowers claimed to have secret knowledge of the truth 
that led to salvation. Here John was opposing this 
teaching by asserting that all believers knew the truth. 
2:22-23 that Jesus is the Christ. In John’s epistles, 
denying that Jesus came in the flesh is to deny His 
status as the Anointed One. A person cannot worship 
God while denying Jesus’ full deity and full humanity. 
2:28 ashamed before Him at His coming. The 
shame is the result of not having had a lifestyle of 
obedience when Christ returns. 

3:1 what manner of love. John stands in amazement 
of God's love. But the greater amazement and appre- 
ciation is for the fact that God's love is expressed to 
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not know Him. 2Beloved, ¢now we are chil- 
dren of God; and ¢it has not yet been re- 
vealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, fwe shall be like Him, 
for 2we shall see Him as He is. 3"And every- 
one who has this hope in Him purifies him- 
self, just as He is pure. 


Sin and the Child of God 


4Whoever commits sin also commits 
lawlessness, and isin is lawlessness. 5And 
you know ‘that He was manifested %to 
take away our sins, and ‘in Him there is no 
sin. 6Whoever abides in Him does not sin. 
Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor 
known Him. 

7Little children, let no one deceive you. 
He who practices righteousness is righ- 
teous, just as He is righteous. 8"He who 
sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, "that He might 
destroy the works of the devil. 9Whoever 
has been °born of God does not sin, for His 
seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, be- 
cause he has been born of God. 


The Imperative of Love 

10In this the children of God and the 
children of the devil are manifest: Who- 
ever does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor is he who does not love his 


brother. !!For this is the message that you 
heard from the beginning, ¢that we should 
love one another, !2not as "Cain who was 
of the wicked one and murdered his broth- 
er. And why did he murder him? Because 
his works were evil and his brother’s righ- 
teous. 

1BDo not marvel, my brethren, if sthe 
world hates you. 14We know that we have 
passed from death to life, because we love 
the brethren. He who does not love his 
brother* abides in death. 15tWhoever hates 
his brother is a murderer, and you know 
that “no murderer has eternal life abiding 
in him. 


The Outworking of Love 

16vBy this we know love, “because He 
laid down His life for us. And we also ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren. !7But 
xwhoever has this world’s goods, and sees 
his brother in need, and shuts up his heart 
from him, how does the love of God abide 
in him? 

18My little children, Ylet us not love in 
word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
19And by this we know* Zthat we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our hearts before 
Him. 29¢For if our heart condemns us, God 


* 3:14 NU-Text omits his brother. 
reads we shall know. 


* 3:19 NU-Text 


human beings and that Christians are included in His 
family. 

3:2 We Have a New Family—One of the primary 
benefits of becoming a Christian is that we also 
become part of Christ's family. The Bible refers to this 
change as being born again (John 3:3). When an indi- 
vidual places his faith in Christ as Savior, he is born 
again into a new, spiritual, familial relationship with 
God (Gal. 3:26). He gains God as Father (Eph. 4:6) and 
other Christians as brothers and sisters (Heb. 3:1). God 
also adopts us when we become His children (Eph. 
1:5). This image implies a dramatic transformation of 
status from slave to son (Gal. 4:1—5). One is no longer 
in bondage to the master but becomes a free son pos- 
sessing all the rights and privileges of sonship. One of 
these benefits is the right to call God Abba, an affec- 
tionate term meaning “Father” (Rom. 8:15). A marvel- 
ous relationship is possible when one becomes a part 
of the family of God. As in any family, there are also 
responsibilities. The Christian must exhibit the family 
character and grow into spiritual maturity. 

3:3 everyone who has this hope. Knowing that 
Christ is morally pure helps a person pursue purity 
even more. 

3:4 commits sin. This verse is not referring to occa- 
sional sin but a consistent lifestyle of sin. lawless- 
ness. This is active rebellion against the law. 

3:5-6 Whosoever abides in Him does not sin. Habit- 
ually sinful conduct indicates an absence of fellow- 
ship with Christ. Thus, if we claim to be a Christian but 
sin is our way of life, our status as children of God can 
legitimately be questioned. 

3:8 destroy the works of the devil. A person who 
sins is of the devil in the sense that he is participating 
in the devil’s activity (2:19). Thus John is indicating 


that it is possible for believers to do that which is of 
the devil (Mark 8:31—33; James 3:6). 

3:10 children of the devil. Believers who sin are not 
expressing their nature as children of God; instead, 
they are following the devil’s pattern. 

3:14 have passed from death to life. The tense of 
the verb “have passed” indicates that something 
experienced in the past has continuing and abiding 
results in the present. Thus John is saying that Chris- 
tians, who have experienced Christ’s salvation in the 
past, should demonstrate their salvation by loving 
their fellow believers in the present. 

3:18 love in word or in tongue. This phrase means 
to speak loving words but to stop short of doing any- 
thing to prove that love. The opposite of loving in 
word is loving in deed and in truth. 

3:20 our heart condemns us. This will happen when 
we recognize that we do not measure up to the stan- 
dard of love and feel insecure in approaching God. 
Our conscience may not acknowledge the loving 
deeds we have done in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
but God does, and He is superior to our heart. Unlike 
our conscience, God takes everything into account, 
including Christ’s atoning work for us. God is more 
compassionate and understanding toward us than 
we sometimes are toward ourselves. 
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is greater than our heart, and knows all 
things. 21Beloved, if our heart does not con- 
demn us, >we have confidence toward God. 
22And ¢whatever we ask we receive from 
Him, because we keep His commandments 
dand do those things that are pleasing in 
His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: 
that we should believe on the name of His 
Son Jesus Christ eand love one another, as 
He gave us* commandment. 


The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit 


of Error 

24Now fhe who keeps His command- 
ments abides in Him, and He in him. And 
hby this we know that He abides in us, by 
the Spirit whom He has given us. 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 
atest the spirits, whether they are of 

God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world. 2By this you know 
the Spirit of God: ‘Every spirit that confess- 
es that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 
is of God, 3and every spirit that does not 
confess that* Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of 
the Antichrist, which you have heard was 
coming, and is now already in the world. 

4You are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them, because He who is 
in you is greater than ¢he who is in the 
world. 5¢They are of the world. Therefore 
they speak as of the world, and fthe world 
hears them. ®We are of God. He who knows 
God hears us; he who is not of God does not 
hear us. ¢By this we know the spirit of truth 
and the spirit of error. 
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Knowing God Through Love 

7hBeloved, let us love one another, for 
love is of God; and everyone who ‘loves 
is born of God and knows God. 8He who 
does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9In this the love of God was man- 
ifested toward us, that God has sent His 
only begotten ®Son into the world, that we 
might live through Him. !%In this is love, 
'not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. !!Beloved, "if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 


Seeing God Through Love 

l2oNo one has seen God at any time. If 
we love one another, God abides in us, and 
His love has been perfected in us. !8»By this 
we know that we abide in Him, and He in 
us, because He has given us of His Spirit. 
14And 4we have seen and testify that "the 
Father has sent the Son as Savior of the 
world. 45sWhoever confesses that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 
in God. !6And we have known and believed 
the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and the who abides in love abides in God, 
and God “in him. 


The Consummation of Love 

17Love has been perfected among us in 
this: that we may have boldness in the day 
of judgment; because as He is, so are we in 


* 3:23 M-Text omitsus. *4:3 NU-Text omits that 
and Christ has come in the flesh. 


3:24 We Have a Witness—Some of the benefits of 
being a believer are best described as being spiritual 
or even mystical. The whole idea of abiding in Christ 
while He abides in us is one of those concepts. Abide 
is best understood as “remain with.” God doesn’t 
come and go in our lives. He carries on a permanent 
relationship with us because He is always there for us 
and in us. We sense His presence primarily through 
the work of the Holy Spirit, whose role it is to stand 
beside us and comfort us. It happens in our hearts 
and minds and is largely invisible. Yet, it is also 
what most accurately describes the most important 
aspect of our day-to-day life as Christians. As we 
abide in Christ, He nourishes us spiritually the same 
way a vine gives nourishment to its branches (John 
15:16). 

4:1 false prophets. These persons obey evil spirits. 
A true prophet is one who receives direct revelation 
from God. A false prophet claims to have received 
direct revelation from God but in fact promotes erro- 
neous ideas. 

4:2 Christ has come in the flesh. This test seems to 
be aimed at Docetists. They taught that Christ did not 
have a physical body. The test may also be aimed at 
the followers of Cerinthus who claimed that Jesus 
and “the Christ” were two separate beings, one physi- 
cal and the other spiritual. In this letter, John is careful 
to use the name and the title of Jesus Christ together 
to clearly express the complete union of the two titles 
in one person. 


4:4 he who is in the world. This phrase refers to the 
devil. 

4:8 does not know God. The knowledge of God here 
refers to an intimate, experiential knowledge (v. 6; 
2:3) of God, rather than just information about God. 
John never says that those who do not love are not 
born of God (v. 7). Yet it is impossible to know God 
intimately without loving others, for God is love. Any- 
one in whom God dwells reflects His character. To 
claim to know God while failing to love others is to 
make a false claim (1:6). 

4:13 that we abide in Him, and He in us. Mutual 
abiding refers to the fellowship we have with God as a 
result of our salvation. The evidence that God abides 
in us and we in Him is the experience of the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in us. In the remainder of this passage, John 
explains how a believer can know that the Spirit is 
working in his or her life. 

4:15 Whoever confesses. To be a Christian, a person 
must believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
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1376 @ 1John 4:18 
this world. !8There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out fear, because fear in- 
volves torment. But he who fears has not 
been made perfect in love. !8~We love Him* 
because He first loved us. 


Obedience by Faith 

20xIf someone says, “I love God,” and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 
does not love his brother whom he has 
seen, how can* he love God ywhom he 
has not seen? 21And 2this commandment 
we have from Him: that he who loves God 
must love his brother also. 

Whoever believes that 2Jesus is the 

Christ is >born of God, and everyone 
who loves Him who begot also loves him 
who is begotten of Him. 2By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we 
love God and ckeep His commandments. 
3dFor this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments. And eHis command- 
ments are not burdensome. 4For fwhatever 
is born of God overcomes the world. And 
this is the victory that has overcome the 
world—our* faith. 5Who is he who over- 
comes the world, but "he who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 


The Certainty of God’s Witness 

6This is He who came ‘by water and 
blood—Jesus Christ; not only by water, 
but by water and blood. ‘And it is the Spirit 
who bears witness, because the Spirit is 
truth. 7For there are three that bear witness 
in heaven: the Father, *the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit; ‘and these three are one. 8And 
there are three that bear witness on earth:* 
mthe Spirit, the water, and the blood; and 
these three agree as one. 

SIf we receive "the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater; °for this is the 
witness of God which* He has testified of 
His Son. !°He who believes in the Son of 


God Phas the witness in himself; he who 
does not believe God thas made Him a 
liar, because he has not believed the tes- 
timony that God has given of His Son. 
llAnd this is the testimony: that God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in 
His Son. !2"He who has the Son has life; 
he who does not have the Son of God 
does not have life. !3These things I have 
written to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God, that you may know that 
you have eternal life,* and that you may 
continue to believe in the name of the Son 
of God. 


Confidence and Compassion 
in Prayer 

14Now this is the confidence that we 
have in Him, that sif we ask anything ac- 
cording to His will, He hears us. And if 
we know that He hears us, whatever we 
ask, we know that we have the petitions 
that we have asked of Him. 

16]f anyone sees his brother sinning a sin 
which does not lead to death, he will ask, 
and tHe will give him life for those who 
commit sin not leading to death. “There is 
sin leading to death. vI do not say that he 
should pray about that. !7”A1l unrighteous- 
ness is sin, and there is sin not leading to 
death. 


Knowing the True—Rejecting 
the False 


18We know that «whoever is born of God 
does not sin; but he who has been born of 


*4:19 NU-Text omits Him. *4:20 NU-Text reads 
hecannot. *5:4 M-Text reads your. *5:8 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit the words from in heaven 
(verse 7) through on earth (verse 8). Only four or 
five very late manuscripts contain these words 
inGreek. *5:9 NU-Text reads God, that. 

*5:13 NU-Text omits the rest of this verse. 


5:1 born of God. This condition happens when one 
believes or trusts in Jesus Christ. Only correct, sincere 
belief produces spiritual birth. This birth is reflected 
in love for others who also have been born into the 
family of God (2:3-11). 

5:6 by water and blood. This phrase has been inter- 
preted at least four ways: (1) as Jesus’ baptism and 
death; (2) as His incarnation; (3) as the water and 
blood that flowed from His side on the cross; and (4) 
as the baptism of the believer and the Lord’s Supper. 
Most scholars favor the first interpretation. John is 
correcting the false teacher, Cerinthus, who claimed 
that the Spirit came on Jesus at His baptism but left 
Him before His death (4:2—3). 

5:11 this is the testimony. God's witness or testi- 
mony is that He has given us eternal life in His Son. 
Eternal life is not a wage to be earned, but a gift to be 
received from God (Rom. 6:23). 

5:14-15 according to His will. The key to knowing 
that God hears is to pray this way. 

5:16-17 There is sin leading to death. This phrase 
may refer to blaspheming the Holy Spirit, rejecting 


Christ as Savior, rejecting the humanity or deity of 
Jesus, a specific sin such as murder (3:12,15), or a life 
of habitual sin. Whatever it is, the sin seems to be a 
flagrant violation of the sanctity of the Christian com- 
munity (Acts 5:1-11; 1 Cor. 5:5; 11:30). In other words, 
John is encouraging us to help fellow believers who 
are straying; we can be the tools God uses to restore 
an erring brother or sister to the true fellowship. 

5:18-20 We know. This phrase introduces three con- 
cluding absolute truths. The general idea of this con- 
cluding section is that a proper relationship with God 
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God Ykeeps himself,* and the wicked one 
does not touch him. 

19We know that we are of God, and 2the 
whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one. 

20And we know that the ¢Son of God has 
come and Phas given us an understanding, 
cthat we may know Him who is true; and 


1John 5:21 @ 1377 
we are in Him whois true, in His Son Jesus 
Christ. ¢This is the true God eand eternal 
life. 

21 ittle children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen. 


*5:18 NU-Text reads him. 


results in confidence of our position in Christ with a 
hostile world. 

5:21 idols. This term may refer to literal idols, foods 
sacrificed to idols, false ideas in contrast to God’s 
truth, or doctrines of false teachers. John has just 
reminded his readers of the true God (v. 20). It is 


appropriate that he closes by exhorting them to stay 
away from false gods. 


5:18Y James 1:27. 5:192Gal. 1:4 5:20¢1 John 4:2 
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THE SECOND EPISTLE OF 


JOHN 


> AUTHOR: Second John was not widely circulated at first because of its brevity 
and subject matter. Its strong resemblance to the tone and style of 1 John and the 
Fourth Gospel support the early tradition that John was the author of this epistle 


sometime after A.D. 90. 


> TIME: c. A.D. 90-95 


> KEY VERSES: 2 John 9-10 


> THEME: The addressee of 2 John is a woman ina local church that apparently had 
a strong friendship with John. The apostle writes to warn her about showing hos- 
pitality to false teachers. He cautions her against unwittingly aiding these teachers 
who were sowing seeds of heresy and hurting the church. 


Greeting the Elect Lady 
he Elder, 


To the elect lady and her children, 
whom I love in truth, and not only I, but 
also all those who have known “the truth, 
2because of the truth which abides in us 
and will be with us forever: 


3bGrace, mercy, and peace will be with 
you* from God the Father and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in 
truth and love. 


Walk in Christ’s Commandments 

4] crejoiced greatly that I have found 
some of your children walking in truth, as 
we received commandment from the Fa- 
ther. 5And now I plead with you, lady, not 
as though I wrote a new commandment 
to you, but that which we have had from 


the beginning: ¢that we love one another. 
6eThis is love, that we walk according to 
His commandments. This is the command- 
ment, that fas you have heard from the be- 
ginning, you should walk in it. 


Beware of Antichrist Deceivers 

7For many deceivers have gone out 
into the world who do not confess Jesus 
Christ as coming in the flesh. ‘This is a 
deceiver and an antichrist. §iLook to your- 
selves, *that we* do not lose those things 
we worked for, but that we* may receive 
a full reward. 

S\Whoever transgresses* and does 
not abide in the doctrine of Christ does 


*8 NU-Text 
*9 NU-Text 


*3 NU-Text and M-Text read us. 
reads you. ¢ NU-Text reads you. 
reads goes ahead. 


1 The Elder. This is probably the apostle John. 
The title can refer either to an old man, an older 
person deserving respect, or a church leader. the 
elect lady. This may be a specific person, or the 
phrase may be a figurative description of the local 
church. 

4 walking in truth. This phrase means having an 
authentic relationship with God. Our walk with the 
Lord, if genuine, must be based upon His word. 

6 His commandments. God's love is the basis of His 
desire for our obedience, and it is the reason He has 
revealed His will in His word. We prove our obedience 
to Christ by demonstrating love toward one another. 
Love is an unlimited resource readily available to us, 
and it is tremendously effective in furthering the 
work of Christ. 

7 coming in the flesh. These words refer to the 
Incarnation, the fact that Jesus is the God-man. The 
humanity of Jesus provides a test by which false 
teachers can be identified. The Gnostic heresy, 


against which John wrote in 1 and 2 John, included 
a denial of the physical body of Christ. People who 
deny the physical reality of Jesus are not Christians, 
but antichrists. 

8 Look to yourselves. Being seduced by false teach- 
ers is one way that Christians can lose their reward 
at the judgment. With this is mind, John writes that 
the reason to guard against deceivers is our own 
desire not to lose our reward at the judgment seat of 
Christ. 

9 transgresses. This phrase has the strong sense of 
running too far ahead. Departure from Christ into 
doctrinal error indicates that a person does not have 
God. 
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not have God. He who abides in the doc- 
trine of Christ has both the Father and 
the Son. 1°If anyone comes to you and 
mdoes not bring this doctrine, do not re- 
ceive him into your house nor greet him; 
llfor he who greets him shares in his evil 
deeds. 


2John13  @ 1379 
John’s Farewell Greeting 

l2nHaving many things to write to you, I 
did not wish to do so with paper and ink; 
but I hope to come to you and speak face to 
face, that our joy may be full. 

13pThe children of your elect sister greet 
you. Amen. 


10 this doctrine. Jesus is completely human and 
completely divine. A Christian should not only 
refuse to receive false teachers in the sense of sup- 
porting them while they visit the community, a 
Christian should also avoid appearing to endorse 
their teachings. The proper response to deceivers 
is to reject them as unbelievers. This shows how 


seriously we should take the Scriptures and how 
careful we should be in evaluating the teachings of 
everyone. 


10™ Rom. 16:17 
13? 1 Pet. 5:13 


123 John 13, 14 °John 17:13 


THE THIRD EPISTLE OF 


JOHN 


> AUTHOR: Much like 2 John, this letter had a very limited circulation in the early 
church, but was accepted as authoritative on account of its apostolic authorship. 
Its style and vocabulary strongly resemble that of John’s Gospel and other epistles. 


> TIME: c. A.D. 90-95 


> KEY VERSE: 3 John 11 


> THEME: Third John has two main purposes. The first is to commend Gaius for 
being hospitable to itinerant missionaries. The second is to advise Gaius about 
Diotrephes, a man in the church who refuses to help the same kind of missionaries 


and who even gossips about them. 


Greeting to Gaius 
he Elder, 


To the beloved Gaius, ¢whom I love 
in truth: 


2Beloved, I pray that you may prosper 
in all things and be in health, just as your 
soul prospers. 3For I “rejoiced greatly when 
brethren came and testified of the truth 
that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 
4] have no greater ¢joy than to hear that 
amy children walk in truth.* 


Gaius Commended for Generosity 

5Beloved, you do faithfully whatever 
you do for the brethren and* for strangers, 
Swho have borne witness of your love be- 
fore the church. If you send them forward 
on their journey in a manner worthy of 
God, you will do well, 7because they went 
forth for His name’s sake, etaking nothing 
from the Gentiles. 8We therefore ought to 
freceive* such, that we may become fellow 
workers for the truth. 


Diotrephes and Demetrius 


§I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, 
who loves to have the preeminence among 


them, does not receive us. !°Therefore, if I 
come, I will call to mind his deeds which 
he does, ¢prating against us with malicious 
words. And not content with that, he him- 
self does not receive the brethren, and for- 
bids those who wish to, putting them out 
of the church. 

Beloved, "do not imitate what is evil, 
but what is good. ‘He who does good is of 
God, but* he who does evil has not seen 
iGod. 

12Demetrius khas a good testimony from 
all, and from the truth itself. And we also 
bear witness, ‘and you know that our tes- 
timony is true. 


Farewell Greeting 

13m] had many things to write, but I do 
not wish to write to you with pen and ink; 
Mbut I hope to see you shortly, and we shall 
speak face to face. 

Peace to you. Our friends greet you. 
Greet the friends by name. 


*4 NU-Text reads the truth. *5 NU-Text 
adds especially. *8 NU-Text reads support. 
* 11 NU-Text and M-Text omit but. 


2 may prosper... and be in health. John’s greeting 
may imply that Gaius was physically weak though spir- 
itually strong. More probably John is simply following 
the pattern of greetings common to Greek letters. 

4 my children. This is a description Paul uses of those 
he has led to saving faith in Christ (1 Cor. 4:14-17) and 
may indicate that Gaius was one of John’s converts. It 
may also be a term John uses to describe those under 
his pastoral care as reflected in 1 John 2:1,12,18; 3:7,18; 
4:4; 5:21. 

5-12 you do faithfully. \n these verses, John affirms 
Gaius’ responsibility to assist Demetrius despite the 
opposition of Diotrephes and his expulsion of those 
who receive traveling missionaries. 

7 Gentiles. In this case the term refers to unbelievers, 
not to Gentile Christians. The majority of Christians 


in the churches of Asia Minor were Gentile converts 
rather than Jewish. 

11 has not seen God. Our sin is a result of a faulty 
vision of God. Therefore, the Scriptures encourage us 
to look at Christ (2 Cor. 3:18; 4:16-18; Heb. 12:2—3), for 
the day when we see Him perfectly will be the day 
that we will be like Him (1 John 3:2—3). 

12 from the truth itself. Demetrius’ life measured up 
to the teaching of Scripture and Christ’s commands. 
His conduct matched his theology. 
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THE EPISTLE OF 


JUDE 


> AUTHOR: In spite of its limited subject matter and size, Jude was accepted as 
authentic and quoted by early church fathers. It is unlikely that the author is the 
apostle Jude (Luke 6:16), but rather Jude the brother of Jesus and James (called 
Judas in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3). Because of the silence of the New Testament 
and tradition concerning Jude’s later years, we cannot know where or when this 
epistle was written. 
> TIME: c.A.0.66-80 >» KEY VERSE: Jude 3 

> THEME: Jude's letter is hard-hitting, short, and right to the point. False teachers 
are on the loose in the church and Jude wants to make sure his readers understand 
the destructive implications of their teaching. He urges Christians to resist these 
false teachers and to defend the faith and the body of truth received from the apos- 
tles that they have come to know and believe. He finishes by reminding them of the 


hope they have in knowing Christ is coming again. 


Greeting to the Called 
Oh a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and 
abrother of James, 


To those who are “called, sanctified* by 
God the Father, and cpreserved in Jesus 
Christ: 


2Mercy, “peace, and love be multiplied 
to you. 


Contend for the Faith 

3Beloved, while I was very diligent to 
write to you ¢concerning our common sal- 
vation, I found it necessary to write to you 
exhorting fyou to contend earnestly for the 
faith which was once for all delivered to the 
saints. 4For certain men have crept in unno- 
ticed, who long ago were marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the 
grace of our God into lewdness and deny the 
only Lord God* and our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Old and New Apostates 

5But I want to remind you, though you 
once knew this, that sthe Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, 
afterward destroyed those who did not 
believe. 6And the angels who did not 
keep their proper domain, but left their 
own abode, He has reserved in everlast- 
ing chains under darkness for the judg- 
ment of the great day; 7as "Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and the cities around them in 
a similar manner to these, having given 
themselves over to sexual immorality and 
gone after strange flesh, are set forth as 
an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire. 

8iLikewise also these dreamers defile 
the flesh, reject authority, and ispeak evil 


* 1 NU-Text reads beloved. *4 NU-Text omits 
God. 


2 peace. This is the state of a person who rests in God 
completely for salvation and protection. 

3 common salvation. Jude intended to write a 
more general doctrinal letter, but the present crisis 
demanded this short, pointed attack on doctrinal 
error. 

4 turn the grace of our God into lewdness. The 
teaching of grace can be dangerous when perverted 
by false teachers or carnal people who believe that 
because they have been saved by grace they may live 
as they please (Rom. 6:1—2). 

5 destroyed those who did not believe. The Israel- 
ites of the Exodus had a magnificent beginning in 
Egypt but a disastrous ending in the wilderness. That 
we have begun with the Lord does not mean that 
we will have the glorious conclusion we might have 
envisioned at the beginning of our salvation journey. 


The false believers who had infiltrated God’s people 
would be judged, just like the false believers who 
rejected God in the wilderness (Num. 25:1-9). 

6 angels. These are not holy angels of God. Instead 
these angels could be those who had previously 
fallen with Satan. Some think that these angels are 
“the sons of God” of Genesis 6:2, who took on human 
form and married women before the flood. 

8 reject authority. The false teachers even despised 
those who were placed in positions of authority in 
local congregations. They not only preferred error 
to truth but also demeaned and rejected those who 
taught the truth. 
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of dignitaries. 9Yet Michael the archangel, 
in contending with the devil, when he dis- 
puted about the body of Moses, dared not 
bring against him a reviling accusation, 
but said, *“The Lord rebuke you!” !%But 
these speak evil of whatever they do not 
know; and whatever they know naturally, 
like brute beasts, in these things they cor- 
rupt themselves. !!Woe to them! For they 
have gone in the way of Cain, "have run 
greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, 
and perished °in the rebellion of Korah. 


Apostates Depraved and Doomed 

12These are spots in your love feasts, 
while they feast with you without fear, 
serving only themselves. They are clouds 
without water, carried about* by the winds; 
late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, 
pulled up by the roots; !3°raging waves of 
the sea, *foaming up their own shame; 
wandering stars for whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness forever. 

14Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, 
prophesied about these men also, saying, 
“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thou- 
sands of His saints, 5to execute judgment 
on all, to convict all who are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have committed in an ungodly 
way, and of all the sharsh things which un- 
godly sinners have spoken against Him.” 


Apostates Predicted 

16These are grumblers, complainers, 
walking according to their own lusts; and 
they ‘mouth great swelling words, vflat- 
tering people to gain advantage. !7vBut 
you, beloved, remember the words which 


were spoken before by the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: !8how they told you 
that “there would be mockers in the last 
time who would walk according to their 
own ungodly lusts. 18These are sensual 
persons, who cause divisions, not having 
the Spirit. 


Maintain Your Life with God 

20But you, beloved, «building yourselves 
up on your most holy faith, ypraying in the 
Holy Spirit, 2!keep yourselves in the love 
of God, Zlooking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

22And on some have compassion, mak- 
ing a distinction;* 23but «others save with 
fear, "pulling them out of the fire,* hating 
even cthe garment defiled by the flesh. 


Glory to God 
24 dNow to Him who is able to keep you* 
from stumbling, 
And ¢to present you faultless 
Before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, 
25 To God our Savior,* 
Who alone is wise,* 
Be glory and majesty, 
Dominion and power,* 
Both now and forever. 
Amen. 


*12 NU-Text and M-Text read along. *22 NU- 
Text reads who are doubting (or making distinc- 
tions). *23 NU-Text adds and on some have 
mercy with fear and omits with fear in first clause. 
*24 M-Text reads them. *25 NU-Text reads To 
the only God our Savior. ¢ NU-Text omits Who 

... is wise and adds Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. ¢ NU-Text adds Before all time. 


9 disputed about the body of Moses. Jude's descrip- 
tion here is probably taken from an apocryphal book 
called The Assumption of Moses, written in the first 
century A.D. There is no record in the Bible itself of 
the archangel’s encounter with Satan, or a detailed 
account of Moses’ body. 

11 they have gone in the way of Cain. The heretics 
are compared to three Old Testament failures. Cain 
did not place his faith in the Lord. The “way of Cain’ is 
the way of pride and self-righteousness (Gen. 4:3-8; 
Heb. 11:4; 1 John 3:12). Balaam. He was the epitome 
of the sin of greed (Num. 31:16). Korah. This was the 
Levite Korah (Num. 16:1—3,31—35) who resented the 
prominent positions of Moses and Aaron as God's 
representatives. The Lord brought judgment on him 
and his followers for rebelling against those He had 
placed in authority. 

13 raging waves... foaming ... wandering stars. 
These godless people put on a great show but lacked 
any substance. They boasted of liberty but placed the 
people of God in bondage to sin (2 Pet. 2:19). After 
they had done their evil deeds and made their profits, 
they, like wandering stars, moved on to other places 
to exploit God's people again. 

15 ungodly. This word is repeated four times, making 
the verse one of the most striking in the letter. In view 
of the wicked nature of evil persons, how could the 
church allow them to stay in their midst? 


18 there would be mockers. One of the main tactics 
that the false teachers used to gain credibility was to 
tear down godly leaders. 

22-23 some have compassion. We have certain 
obligations to other believers. First, we need to show 
compassion to those in any kind of spiritual or phys- 
ical need. Second, we need to use discernment in 
helping our brothers and sisters in the church. Some 
will require tender care and patience to help them 
grow in Christ. With others we may need to use dras- 
tic action to rescue them from the temptations of sin. 
hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. This 
is a metaphor for staying wary of sin—as Paul says, 
“considering yourself lest you also be tempted” (Gal. 
6:1). 

24 faultless. This is a Greek word used of sacrificial 
animals that had no blemish and thus were fit to 
be offered to God. Only God can save us, cleanse us 
from our sins, and present us to Himself as faultless, 
for God is the Author and Finisher of our faith (Heb. 
12:2). 
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THE 


REVELATION 


OF JESUS CHRIST 


> AUTHOR: The style, symmetry, and plan of Revelation show that it was written 
by one author, four times named “John” (Rev. 1:1,4,9; 22:8). Because of its contents 
and its address to seven churches, Revelation quickly circulated and became widely 
known and accepted in the early church. From the beginning, Revelation was con- 
sidered an authentic work of the apostle John, the same John who wrote the Gospel 
and Epistles. Revelation was written at a time when Roman hostility to Christianity 
was erupting into overt persecution. It is likely that John wrote this book in A.D. 95 or 
96 when the severe persecution of Christians began under the emperor Domitian. 


> TIME: c. A.D. 95-96 > KEY VERSES: Rev. 19:11-15 


> THEME: John wrote this book late in his life while in exile on the island of Patmos 
off the coast of Asia. It is safe to say that no book of the Bible has generated more 
theories of interpretation over the last two millennia. In this context probably one of 
the best approaches to interpreting and understanding Revelation is to concentrate 
on the major themes such as worship. When the reader does that, one finds great 
comfort and assurance in the book. Many scholars think the purpose of the book is 
to provide comfort in the midst of persecution and difficult times, as the form of the 
book is in the tradition of Jewish apocalyptic literature that is designed to commu- 


nicate hope through symbolic imagery. 


Introduction and Benediction 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, ‘which 

God gave Him to show His servants— 
things which must shortly take place. And 
bHe sent and signified it by His angel to 
His servant John, 2-who bore witness to 
the word of God, and to the testimony of 
Jesus Christ, to all things ¢that he saw. 
3eBlessed is he who reads and those who 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written in it; for the 
time is near. 


Greeting the Seven Churches 


4John, to the seven churches which are 
in Asia: 


Grace to you and peace from Him who 
is and hwho was and who is to come, ‘and 
from the seven Spirits who are before His 
throne, ‘and from Jesus Christ, ithe faith- 
ful kwitness, the !firstborn from the dead, 
and “the ruler over the kings of the earth. 

To Him "who loved us °and washed* us 
from our sins in His own blood, Sand has 
pmade us kings* and priests to His God and 
Father, ¢to Him be glory and dominion for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 

7Behold, He is coming with ‘clouds, and 
every eye will see Him, even sthey who 


* 1:5 NU-Text reads loves us and freed; M-Text 
reads loves us and washed. *1:6 NU-Text and 
M-Text read a kingdom. 


1:1 Revelation. The word “revelation,” which means 
“unveiling,” or “disclosure,” indicates that this book 
is a type of literature known as apocalyptic literature, 
or literature which reveals hidden things. of Jesus 
Christ. This revelation is both from Jesus Christ and 
about Him. John. John is the human writer, and Jesus 
is the divine Author. 

1:3 Blessed. The word “blessed” means “spiritually 
happy.” Even though some of the words of this book 
speak of terrifying and solemn times, it is a blessing 
to know how thoroughly the Lord holds all time and 
all times in His hands. Those who take time to read 
and try to understand this book will find themselves 
blessed by the hope of heaven and by the nearness of 
our Lord and Savior. 

1:4 the seven churches. The seven churches are in 


the Roman province of Asia, which today is south- 
western Turkey. Their names are given in order going 
clockwise from the southwest. 

1:5 firstborn from the dead. This phrase refers to the 
resurrection of Christ, the first to come back from the 
dead. This is the basis of the hope of resurrection held 
by Christians (1 Cor. 15:20-24). 

1:7 coming with clouds... every eye. “Coming with 
clouds” recalls Daniel's vision of the Son of Man (Dan. 
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pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth 

will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
8t“T am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End,”* says the Lord,* 

u“who is and who was and who is to come, 

the vAlmighty.” 


Vision of the Son of Man 

9], John, both* your brother and ~com- 
panion in the tribulation and *kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island 
that is called Patmos for the word of God 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 1] 
was in the Spirit on zthe Lord’s Day, and 
I heard behind me 4a loud voice, as of a 
trumpet, Usaying, “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the First and the Last,” and,* “What 
you see, write in a book and send it to the 
seven churches which are in Asia:* to Ephe- 
sus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, to 
Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.” 

12Then I turned to see the voice that 
spoke with me. And having turned °I saw 
seven golden lampstands, !8cand in the 
midst of the seven lampstands 4One like 
the Son of Man, ¢clothed with a garment 
down to the feet and ‘girded about the chest 
with a golden band. His head and shair 
were white like wool, as white as snow, 
and "His eyes like a flame of fire; 15‘His feet 
were like fine brass, as if refined in a fur- 
nace, and /His voice as the sound of many 
waters; 16kHe had in His right hand seven 
stars, ‘out of His mouth went a sharp two- 
edged sword, “and His countenance was 
like the sun shining in its strength. !17And 
nwhen I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. 
But °He laid His right hand on me, saying 


to me,* “Do not be afraid; °I am the First 
and the Last. 184] am He who lives, and was 
dead, and behold, 'I am alive forevermore. 
Amen. And s] have the keys of Hades and 
of Death. 19Write* the things which you 
have tseen, “and the things which are, Yand 
the things which will take place after this. 
20The mystery of the seven stars which you 
saw in My right hand, and the seven golden 
lampstands: The seven stars are “the an- 
gels of the seven churches, and *the seven 
lampstands which you saw* are the seven 
churches. 


The Loveless Church 

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus 

write, 

‘These things says “He who holds the 
seven stars in His right hand, who walks 
in the midst of the seven golden lamp- 
stands: 2c“I know your works, your labor, 
your patience, and that you cannot bear 
those who are evil. And ¢you have tested 
those ¢who say they are apostles and are 
not, and have found them liars; 3and you 
have persevered and have patience, and 
have labored for My name’s sake and 
have fnot become weary. 4Nevertheless I 
have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. 5Remember therefore from 


* 1:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit the Beginning 
and the End. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text add God. 

* 1:9 NU-Text and M-Text omit both. * 1:11 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit I am through third 

and. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text omit which are in 
Asia. *1:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit to me. 

* 1:19 NU-Text and M-Text read Therefore, write. 
* 1:20 NU-Text and M-Text omit which you saw. 


7:13; Matt. 24:30) and the ascension of Christ (Acts 
1:11). “Every eye” indicates that Christ will be univer- 
sally visible at His second coming. 

1:8 the Alpha and the Omega. The Lord's descrip- 
tion of Himself as the first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet means that He is the beginning and the end 
of all creation. 

1:9 tribulation. The apostle Paul said there would 
be many tribulations (Acts 14:22), and John identi- 
fies both the suffering of others and his own exile on 
Patmos as part of the “troubles.” The great tribulation 
is the time when the wrath of God is poured out on 
the earth (Mark 13:14—23); that time is explained in 
greater detail in this book. 

1:12 seven golden lampstands. The seven lamp- 
stands represent the seven churches. 

1:13 One like the Son of Man. The term “Son of Man” 
echoes Daniel 7:13. Comparisons of these two pas- 
sages, along with Jesus’ common use of the name 
“Son of Man” for Himself, indicate that Christ is the 
subject of verses 12-18. 

1:14 white. The white appearance is parallel to the 
description of the “Ancient of Days” in Daniel 7:9, 
and of Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 
17:2). The similarity of descriptions demonstrates the 
purity and eternality of both God the Father and God 
the Son. Overcoming believers will also be “clothed 
in white garments” (3:5; 19:8) in Christ’s presence, 
symbolizing purity. 


1:16 sharp two-edged sword. The sword coming out 
of Christ's mouth is symbolic of the judging power of 
the Word of God (Is. 49:2; Heb. 4:12). 

1:18 keys of Hades and of Death. Christ has author- 
ity over those who have died physically and over 
their present resting place, which will be emptied 
and destroyed at the time of the great white throne 
judgment (20:11-15). Hades is the place where the 
dead rest. 

1:20 angels. Angels are created spirit beings who 
minister to believers (Heb. 1:14). 

2:1 Ephesus. Ephesus was the most important city 
in Asia Minor when Revelation was written. It was 
the center of the worship of Artemis (or Diana; Acts 
19:28), a goddess of fertility. It was a strategic com- 
mercial center and a great seaport. 

2:5 Remember. A generation earlier the same church 
was commended for love (Eph. 1:15; 6:24). 
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where you have fallen; repent and do the 
first works, Zor else I will come to you 
quickly and remove your lampstand from 
its place—unless you repent. But this you 
have, that you hate the deeds of the Nico- 
laitans, which I also hate. 

7h“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give ‘to eat from ithe tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise 
of God.”’ 


The Persecuted Church 

8“And to the angel of the church in 
Smyrna write, 

‘These things says *the First and the 
Last, who was dead, and came to life: 9“I 
know your works, tribulation, and poverty 
(but you are !rich); and I know the blasphe- 
my of “those who say they are Jews and 
are not, "but are a synagogue of Satan. 
100Do not fear any of those things which 
you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil 
is about to throw some of you into prison, 
that you may be tested, and you will have 
tribulation ten days. ?Be faithful until 
death, and I will give you ¢the crown of life. 

11r“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes shall not be hurt by ‘the second 
death.”’ 


The Compromising Church 

12“And to the angel of the church in Per- 
gamos write, 

‘These things says ‘He who has the 
sharp two-edged sword: 13“I know your 
works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s 
throne is. And you hold fast to My name, 
and did not deny My faith even in the days 
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in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, 
who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells. 4But I have a few things against 
you, because you have there those who 
hold the doctrine of “Balaam, who taught 
Balak to put a stumbling block before the 
children of Israel, vto eat things sacrificed 
to idols, wand to commit sexual immorality. 
Thus you also have those who hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate.* 16Repent, or else I will come to you 
quickly and «will fight against them with 
the sword of My mouth. 

17“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes I will give some of the hidden 
ymanna to eat. And I will give him a white 
stone, and on the stone 7a new name writ- 
ten which no one knows except him who 
receives it.”’ 


The Corrupt Church 

18“A nd to the angel of the church in Thy- 
atira write, 

‘These things says the Son of God, «who 
has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet 
like fine brass: 19>“I know your works, love, 
service, faith,* and your patience; and as 
for your works, the last are more than the 
first. 29Nevertheless I have a few things 
against you, because you allow* that wom- 
an* cJezebel, who calls herself a prophet- 
ess, to teach and seduce* My servants ¢to 
commit sexual immorality and eat things 


* 2:15 NU-Text and M-Text read likewise for which 
thingI hate. *2:19 NU-Text and M-Text read 
faith, service. *2:20 NU-Text and M-Text read 

I have against you that you tolerate. ¢ M-Text 
reads your wife Jezebel. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text 
read and teaches and seduces. 


2:6 Nicolaitans. The Nicolaitans were a heretical 
group that troubled the churches at Ephesus and Per- 
gamos (v. 15). Apparently their teaching and practice 
were immoral, perhaps even idolatrous (v. 14). 

2:7 Paradise. Jesus told the believing thief on the 
cross that he would be with Jesus in paradise (Luke 
23:42). Paul uses the term interchangeably with “the 
third heaven” (2 Cor. 12:2,4). 

2:8 Smyrna. Smyrna was an important seaport 35 
miles north of Ephesus. The presence of a Roman 
imperial cult and a large Jewish population made 
life difficult for believers in Smyrna. However, the 
churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia are the only 
two of the seven not rebuked by Christ in some way. 
2:10 crown of life. The Greek crown or garland of 
green leaves was given to winners in athletic events. 
James 1:12 also promises the crown of life to believers 
who persevere under trial. 

2:11 second death. The second death refers to 
the experience of eternal death in the lake of fire 
(20:14-15). No believer will suffer the second death. 
2:12 Pergamos. Pergamos was the ancient capital of 
the province of Asia. It was said to be the place where 
parchment was first used. Pergamos means “citadel” 
in Greek. It was located 50 miles north of Smyrna 
and was situated on a high hill dominating the valley 


below. two-edged sword. The two-edged sword is 
the powerful word of the Lord (1:16; Heb. 4:12). 

2:13 Satan’s throne. This implies that Satan’s 
authority and power were honored either openly 
or in effect. Antipas. Antipas (not Herod Antipas) 
had already suffered martyrdom, thus receiving the 
promised “crown of life.” 

2:14 doctrine of Balaam. The background for this 
teaching is in the Old Testament (Num. 22:1—25:31). 
Balak hired Balaam to turn the hearts of Israel away 
from the Lord. Apparently seduction similar to that 
which Balaam instigated was taking place at the 
church at Pergamos, especially in relation to idols and 
sexual immorality (Acts 15:20). 

2:18 Thyatira. Thyatira was a city with a large mili- 
tary detachment about 30 miles southeast of Perga- 
mos. Recognized for its wool and dye industries, the 
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sacrificed to idols. 21And I gave her time ¢to 
repent of her sexual immorality, and she 
did not repent.* 22Indeed I will cast her into 
a sickbed, and those who commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, unless they 
repent of their* deeds. 23] will kill her chil- 
dren with death, and all the churches shall 
know that Iam He who /searches the minds 
and hearts. And I will give to each one of 
you according to your works. 

24“Now to you I say, and* to the rest in 
Thyatira, as many as do not have this doc- 
trine, who have not known the depths of 
Satan, as they say, "I will* put on you no 
other burden. 25But hold fast ‘what you 
have till I come. 24And he who overcomes, 
and keeps iMy works until the end, to him 
I will give power over the nations— 


27 ‘He! shall rule them with a rod of iron; 
They shall be dashed to pieces like the 
potter’s vessels’**— 


as I also have received from My Father; 
28and I will give him ™the morning star. 

29“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.”’ 


The Dead Church 

“And to the angel of the church in 

Sardis write, 

‘These things says He who ¢has the 
seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: 
“I know your works, that you have a name 
that you are alive, but you are dead. 2Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things which 
remain, that are ready to die, for I have 
not found your works perfect before God.* 
3bRemember therefore how you have re- 
ceived and heard; hold fast and crepent. 
aTherefore if you will not watch, I will 


come upon you as a thief, and you will 
not know what hour I will come upon you. 
4You* have fa few names even in Sardis 
who have not ¢defiled their garments; and 
they shall walk with Me “in white, for they 
are worthy. 5He who overcomes ‘shall be 
clothed in white garments, and I will not 
iblot out his name from the ®Book of Life; 
but 'I will confess his name before My Fa- 
ther and before His angels. 

6m“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.”’ 


The Faithful Church 

7“And to the angel of the church in Phil- 
adelphia write, 

‘These things says "He who is holy, °-He 
who is true, °“He who has the key of Da- 
vid, 71He who opens and no one shuts, and 
rshuts and no one opens”:* 8s“I know your 
works. See, I have set before you ‘an open 
door, and no one can shut it;* for you have 
a little strength, have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name. 9Indeed I will 
make “those of the synagogue of Satan, 
who say they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—indeed YI will make them come and 
worship before your feet, and to know that 
I have loved you. !9Because you have kept 
My command to persevere, I also will 
keep you from the hour of trial which shall 


* 2:21 NU-Text and M-Text read time to repent, 
and she does not want to repent of her sexual 
immorality. * 2:22 NU-Text and M-Text read her. 
* 2:24 NU-Text and M-Text omit and. * NU-Text 
and M-Text omit will. *2:27 Psalm2:9 *3:2 NU- 
Text and M-Text read My God. *3:4 NU-Text and 
M-Text read Nevertheless you have a few names 

in Sardis. *3:7 Isaiah 22:22 *3:8 NU-Text and 
M-Text read which no one can shut. 


city was also noted for its trade guilds. eyes like a 
flame ... feet like fine brass. This is essentially the 
same wording as Daniel 10:6. 

2:24 depths of Satan. The deep things may be 
secrets known by those initiated into the things of 
the devil. When the apostle Paul addressed the sub- 
ject of walking in the Light (the revelation of Christ), 
he not only said not to participate in the unfruitful 
deeds of darkness, but he went on to say that it is dis- 
graceful even to speak of those things done in secret 
(Eph. 5:11-12). 

2:28 the morning star. The morning star is Christ 
Himself in 22:16. For the believer, Christ’s presence is 
the light in the dark and difficult times. The morning 
star (the planet Venus, which can be seen in the sky 
just before sunrise) is the harbinger of day; it is easy 
to see how the return of Christ could be paralleled 
with the morning star. When Satan is referred to as 
the morning star, that is thought to be a description 
of what Satan was like before he rebelled (Is. 14:12). 
3:1 Sardis. Sardis, located 30 miles southeast of Thy- 
atira, had been the capital of Lydia. The worship of 
the Roman Caesar and Artemis, goddess of fertility, 
were active here. 

3:3 as a thief. Christ's warning that He will come as 
unexpectedly as a thief echoes His repeated empha- 
sis in Matthew 24:36—25:13 (see also 16:15). 


3:5 Book of Life. The Book of Life is the list of the 
redeemed (20:11—15; Ex. 32:32-33). 

3:7 Philadelphia. Philadelphia, which means “broth- 
erly love” in Greek, was a small city located about 40 
miles southeast of Sardis. Its location, vineyards, and 
wine production made it wealthy and commercially 
important. key of David. This key represents the 
authority of the One who opens and shuts the door in 
the Davidic kingdom (Is. 22:22), a prerogative that is 
Christ's as the rightful “son of David” (Matt. 1:1). 

3:8 an open door, and no one can shut it. The door, 
in this context, seems to be entrance into heaven and 
“the New Jerusalem” (v. 12; chs. 21-22). 

3:10 keep you from the hour of trial. Christ's 
promise to keep the believers from the hour of trial 
is often considered a promise that He will remove 
them before the period of unparalleled tribulation 
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come upon the whole world, to test those 
who dwell Yon the earth. Behold,* 2I am 
coming quickly! «Hold fast what you have, 
that no one may take »your crown. !2He 
who overcomes, I will make him ¢a pillar 
in the temple of My God, and he shall ¢go 
out no more. ¢I will write on him the name 
of My God and the name of the city of My 
God, the fNew Jerusalem, which comes 
down out of heaven from My God. "And I 
will write on him My new name. 

13i“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.”’ 


The Lukewarm Church 

14“And to the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans* write, 

i*These things says the Amen, the Faith- 
ful and True Witness, 'the Beginning of the 
creation of God: 5™“I know your works, 
that you are neither cold nor hot. I could 
wish you were cold or hot. 16So then, be- 
cause you are lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot,* I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
I7Because you say, “I am rich, have become 
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and 
do not know that you are wretched, miser- 
able, poor, blind, and naked— !8I counsel 
you °to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, 
that you may be rich; and white garments, 
that you may be clothed, that the shame of 
your nakedness may not be revealed; and 
anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you 
may see. 194As many as I love, I rebuke and 
rchasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
20Behold, sI stand at the door and knock. ‘If 
anyone hears My voice and opens the door, 
uJ will come in to him and dine with him, 
and he with Me. 2!To him who overcomes 
vI will grant to sit with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with My 
Father on His throne. 

22w“He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.”’” 


The Throne Room of Heaven 
After these things I looked, and behold, 
a door standing ¢open in heaven. And 
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the first voice which I heard was like a 
btrumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come 
up here, and I will show you things which 
must take place after this.” 

2Immediately ‘I was in the Spirit; and 
behold, 4a throne set in heaven, and One 
sat on the throne. 3And He who sat there 
was* elike a jasper and a sardius stone in 
appearance; fand there was a rainbow 
around the throne, in appearance like 
an emerald. 48Around the throne were 
twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones 
I saw twenty-four elders sitting, "clothed 
in white robes; and they had crowns* of 
gold on their heads. 5And from the throne 
proceeded ‘lightnings, thunderings, and 
voices.* iSeven lamps of fire were burning 
before the throne, which are *the* seven 
Spirits of God. 

6Before the throne there was* 'a sea of 
glass, like crystal. "And in the midst of the 
throne, and around the throne, were four 
living creatures full of eyes in front and in 
back. 7"The first living creature was like a 
lion, the second living creature like a calf, 
the third living creature had a face like a 
man, and the fourth living creature was 
like a flying eagle. 8The four living crea- 
tures, each having °six wings, were full of 
eyes around and within. And they do not 
rest day or night, saying: 


v“Holy, holy, holy,* 
aLord God Almighty, 
‘Who was and is and is to come!” 


9Whenever the living creatures give glo- 
ry and honor and thanks to Him who sits 
on the throne, swho lives forever and ever, 


* 3:11 NU-Text and M-Text omit Behold. 

* 3:14 NU-Text and M-Text read in Laodicea. 

* 3:16 NU-Text and M-Text read hot nor cold. 
*4:3 M-Text omits And He who sat there was 
(which makes the description in verse 3 modify 
the throne rather than God). *4:4 NU-Text 
and M-Text read robes, with crowns. *4:5 NU- 
Text and M-Text read voices, and thunder- 

ings. ¢ M-Text omits the. *4:6 NU-Text and 
M-Text add something like. *4:8 M-Text has holy 
nine times. 


(1 Thess. 4:16-18). Others believe that this means that 
believers will not be removed, but will be protected 
during the trial. The “hour of trial” is another way of 
referring to the unparalleled judgment of the “great 
tribulation” (7:14) predicted in Daniel 12:1 and Mat- 
thew 24:21. 

3:14 Laodiceans. Laodicea was 45 miles southeast 
of Philadelphia and 90 miles east of Ephesus. It was 
a wealthy city with thriving banks, a textile indus- 
try, and a medical school. The city was also known 
for its sparse water supply. All of these character- 
istics are played upon in Christ’s message to the 
church. 

4:4 clothed in white .. . crowns. The white robes 
point to those who are confirmed in righteousness. 
The crowns are for those who possess ruling author- 
ity, and possibly also indicate that the elders have 
already been judged and rewarded. 


4:6 four living creatures. These creatures are 
remarkably similar to the cherubim (angels) that 
Ezekiel saw close to God's throne (Ezek. 1:4—10). 

4:7 lion... calf...man... eagle. This description 
recalls the four cherubim in Ezekiel 1:4-10. 
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10‘the twenty-four elders fall down before 
Him who sits on the throne and worship 
Him who lives forever and ever, and cast 
their crowns before the throne, saying: 


ll “You are worthy, O Lord,* 
To receive glory and honor and power; 
vFor You created all things, 
And by “Your will they exist* and 
were created.” 


The Lamb Takes the Scroll 

And I saw in the right hand of Him who 

sat on the throne 2a scroll written inside 
and on the back, "sealed with seven seals. 
2Then I saw astrong angel proclaiming with 
a loud voice, «Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and to loose its seals?” 3And no one 
in heaven or on the earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll, or to look at it. 

4So I wept much, because no one was 
found worthy to open and read* the scroll, 
or to look at it. ‘But one of the elders said 
to me, “Do not weep. Behold, ¢the Lion of 
the tribe of ¢eJudah, ‘the Root of David, has 
sprevailed to open the scroll "and to loose* 
its seven seals.” 

6And I looked, and behold,* in the midst 
of the throne and of the four living crea- 
tures, and in the midst of the elders, stood 
ia Lamb as though it had been slain, hav- 
ing seven horns and jseven eyes, which 
are *the seven Spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth. 7Then He came and took the 
scroll out of the right hand ‘of Him who sat 
on the throne. 


Worthy Is the Lamb 

8Now when He had taken the scroll, "the 
four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
having a harp, and golden bowls full of in- 
cense, which are the "prayers of the saints. 
9And °they sang a new song, saying: 


p“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; 
For You were slain, 
And “have redeemed us to God "by 
Your blood 


Out of every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, 
10 And have made us* skings* and 
tpriests to our God; 
And we* shall reign on the earth.” 


Then I looked, and I heard the voice of 
many angels around the throne, the living 
creatures, and the elders; and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands, !2say- 
ing with a loud voice: 


“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
To receive power and riches and 
wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 


13And vevery creature which is in heav- 
en and on the earth and under the earth 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them, I heard saying: 


v“Blessing and honor and glory and 
power 
Be to Him wwho sits on the throne, 
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!”* 


14Then the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” And the twenty-four* elders fell 
down and worshiped Him who lives forev- 
er and ever.* 


First Seal: The Conqueror 
Now ¢I saw when the Lamb opened 
one of the seals;* and I heard »one of 
the four living creatures saying with a 
voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2And 
I looked, and behold, «a white horse. ¢He 
who sat on it had a bow; ¢and a crown was 


*4:11 NU-Text and M-Text read our Lord 

and God. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text read 

existed. *5:4 NU-Text and M-Text omit and 
read. *5:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit to loose. 
*5:6 NU-Text and M-Text read I saw in the midst 
...aLamb standing. *5:10 NU-Text and M-Text 
read them. ¢ NU-Text reads a kingdom. ¢ NU- 
Text and M-Text read they. *5:13 M-Text adds 
Amen. *5:14 NU-Text and M-Text omit twenty- 
four. e NU-Text and M-Text omit Him who lives 
foreverandever. *6:1 NU-Text and M-Text read 
seven seals. 


4:10 cast their crowns before the throne. This act 
symbolizes the willing surrender of their authority 
in light of the worthiness of God as Creator. Because 
no one but God can create, He alone should be wor- 
shiped and recognized as sovereign. 

5:1 ascroll. The scroll apparently contains the judg- 
ments and redemption seen in later chapters. It 
may also be the book that was sealed in Daniel 12:4. 
There appears to be an allusion to the scroll the Lord 
handed Ezekiel (Ezek. 2:9-10). sealed with seven 
seals. A scroll cannot be unrolled until the seals have 
all been opened. 

5:5 Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David. 
Both of these titles are messianic titles (Gen. 49:8-10, 
Is. 11:1,10). 

5:7 took the scroll. The Lamb taking the scroll 
from the Father demonstrates that judgment and 


authority over the earth is committed to the Son 
(Dan. 7:13-14). The scroll may be the same one that 
was sealed in Daniel 12:9. 

6:2 white horse . . . conquering. Because the first 
rider is on a white horse and is conquering, some 
take it to be Christ (19:11). If so, His full conquest is 
considerably delayed (19:11 —20:6). Another view is 


4:10 ' Rev. 5:8, 14; 7:11; 11:16; 19:4 4:11 4 Rev. 1:6; 

5:12 YGen. 1:1 “Col. 1:16 5:1 %Ezek. 2:9, 10 ls. 29:11 
5:2¢Rev.4:11;5:9 5:54Gen. 49:9 @Heb. 7:14 fs. 11:1, 

10 9Rev. 3:21 /Rev.6:1 5:6/Uohn 1:29] /Zech. 3:9; 4:10 
kRev. 1:4; 3:1;4:5 5:7/Rev.4:2 5:8 Rev. 4:8-10; 19:4 
"Rev.8:3 5:9°Rev. 14:3 PRev. 4:11 @John 1:29 "[Heb. 
9:12] 5:105Ex. 19:6 ‘Is.61:6 5:13 “Phil. 2:10 “1 Chr. 
29:11 “Rev. 4:2, 3; 6:16; 20:11 6:14 [Rev. 5:5-7, 12; 13:8] 
bRev.4:7  6:2¢Zech. 1:8; 6:3 9Ps. 45:4, 5, LXX @Zech. 6:11 


given to him, and he went out ‘conquering 
and to conquer. 


Second Seal: Conflict on Earth 
3When He opened the second seal, £1 
heard the second living creature saying, 
“Come and see.”* 4hAnother horse, fiery 
red, went out. And it was granted to the one 
who sat on it to ‘take peace from the earth, 
and that people should kill one another; 
and there was given to him a great sword. 


Third Seal: Scarcity on Earth 

5When He opened the third seal, ‘I 
heard the third living creature say, “Come 
and see.” So I looked, and behold, ”a black 
horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of 
'scales in his hand. 6And I heard a voice in 
the midst of the four living creatures say- 
ing, “A quart* of wheat for a denarius,* and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and 
mdo not harm the oil and the wine.” 


Fourth Seal: Widespread Death 


on Earth 

7When He opened the fourth seal, "I 
heard the voice of the fourth living crea- 
ture saying, “Come and see.” 8°So I looked, 
and behold, a pale horse. And the name of 
him who sat on it was Death, and Hades 
followed with him. And power was given 
to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill 
with sword, with hunger, with death, “and 
by the beasts of the earth. 


Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs 
9When He opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under 'the altar sthe souls of those who 
had been slain ‘for the word of God and 
for “the testimony which they held. !9And 
they cried with a loud voice, saying, ““How 
long, O Lord, wholy and true, *until You 
judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” ''Then a »white robe 
was given to each of them; and it was said 
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to them 2that they should rest a little while 
longer, until both the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren, who would be 
killed as they were, was completed. 


Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances 

122] looked when He opened the sixth 
seal, cand behold,* there was a great earth- 
quake; and »the sun became black as sack- 
cloth of hair, and the moon* became like 
blood. !8cAnd the stars of heaven fell to the 
earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when 
it is shaken by a mighty wind. 4¢Then the 
sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled 
up, and ¢every mountain and island was 
moved out of its place. And the ‘kings of 
the earth, the great men, the rich men, the 
commanders,* the mighty men, every slave 
and every free man, £hid themselves in the 
caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 
16hand said to the mountains and rocks, 
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him 
who isits on the throne and from the wrath 
of the Lamb! !7For the great day of His 
wrath has come, jand who is able to stand?” 


The Sealed of Israel 

After these things I saw four angels 

standing at the four corners of the earth, 
aholding the four winds of the earth, >that 
the wind should not blow on the earth, on 
the sea, or on any tree. 2Then I saw another 
angel ascending from the east, having the 
seal of the living God. And he cried with 
a loud voice to the four angels to whom 
it was granted to harm the earth and the 
sea, 3saying, ““Do not harm the earth, the 
sea, or the trees till we have sealed the 
servants of our God 4on their foreheads.” 


*6:3 NU-Text and M-Text omit and see. 

*6:6 Greek choinix; that is, approximately one 
quart ¢ This was approximately one day’s wage 
foraworker. *6:12 NU-Text and M-Text omit 
behold. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text read the whole 
moon. *6:15 NU-Text and M-Text read the com- 
manders, the rich men. 


that this is a spirit of conquest and delusion (Matt. 
23:3-6). The bow suggests that the rider is a warrior. 
The crown suggests that he is a ruler. 

6:8 pale. The color of the pale horse is the color of a 
corpse. It is fitting that this pale horse is ridden by a fig- 
ure named “Death.” This fourth judgmentis the inevita- 
ble consequence of the first three. sword... hunger... 
death. These plagues are the same means that God 
used to bring the nation of Israel to repentance (1 Kin. 
8:33-39; 1 Chr. 21:12), and in Revelation a godly nucleus 
does arise as a result of these judgments (7:3-8). 

6:9 under the altar. Sacrificial blood was poured 
beside the base of the altar in the temple (Ex. 29:12). 
6:12-13 sun... moon... stars. The effects of the 
great earthquake on the sun, moon, and stars are 
worded similarly to Matthew 24:29, placing these 
events in proximity to the coming of the Son of Man 
(Matt. 24:30). 

6:14 receded ... rolled up. When the sky is rolled 
back, the people on earth can see “Him who sits on 
the throne” (v. 16). They will suddenly see that God is 


not far away or nonexistent and they will have to be 
accountable to Him. 

6:17 who is able to stand. This rhetorical question is 
answered in the surrounding context. The unbelievers, 
no matter how strong, cannot stand. Those who are 
protected by the Lord are enabled to stand, whether on 
earth (7:1-8) or in God's presence in heaven (7:9-17). 
7:3 sealed. The seal was a mark of ownership or 
authority. In ancient times a seal was fixed to a doc- 
ument by pressing a carved stamp or signet into a 
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4eAnd I heard the number of those who 
were sealed. fOne hundred and forty-four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children 
of Israel were sealed: 


5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand 
were sealed;* 
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand 
were sealed; 
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand 
were sealed; 
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand 
were sealed; 
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve 
thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve 
thousand were sealed; 
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand 
were sealed; 
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand 
were sealed; 
of the tribe of Issachar twelve 
thousand were sealed; 
8 ofthe tribe of Zebulun twelve 
thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand 
were sealed; 
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve 
thousand were sealed. 


A Multitude from the Great 


Tribulation 

9After these things I looked, and behold, 
ha great multitude which no one could 
number, ‘of all nations, tribes, peoples, and 
tongues, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, saying, ?“Sal- 
vation belongs to our God 'who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” "All the angels 
stood around the throne and the elders and 
the four living creatures, and fell on their 
faces before the throne and "worshiped 
God, !2°saying: 


“Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom, 


Thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might, 

Be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen.” 


13Then one of the elders answered, 
saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in 
Pwhite robes, and where did they come 
from?” 

4And I said to him, “Sir,* you know.” 

So he said to me, ¢“These are the ones 
who come out of the great tribulation, and 
rwashed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. !5Therefore they 
are before the throne of God, and serve Him 
day and night in His temple. And He who 
sits on the throne will sdwell among them. 
16tThey shall neither hunger anymore nor 
thirst anymore; “the sun shall not strike 
them, nor any heat; !’for the Lamb who is 
in the midst of the throne Ywill shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains of 
waters.* wAnd God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.” 


Seventh Seal: Prelude to the Seven 
Trumpets 

When2 He opened the seventh seal, 

there was silence in heaven for about 
half an hour. 2/And I saw the seven an- 
gels who stand before God, cand to them 
were given seven trumpets. Then anoth- 
er angel, having a golden censer, came 
and stood at the altar. He was given much 
incense, that he should offer it with ¢the 
prayers of all the saints upon ¢the golden 
altar which was before the throne. 4And 
fthe smoke of the incense, with the prayers 
of the saints, ascended before God from 
the angel’s hand. ®Then the angel took the 
censer, filled it with fire from the altar, 
and threw it to the earth. And sthere were 


*7:5 In NU-Text and M-Text were sealed is stated 
only in verses 5a and 8c; the words are understood 
in the remainder of the passage. *7:14 NU-Text 
and M-Text read My lord. *7:17 NU-Text and 
M-Text read to fountains of the waters of life. 


lump of clay or wax at the point where the document 
was opened and closed. 

7:4 One hundred and forty-four thousand. Those 
sealed are all the children of Israel, fulfilling the prom- 
ise that when the “fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in” all Israel will be saved (Rom. 11:25-27). 

7:5-8 Judah. Judah is placed first in this list of the 
Israelite tribes because Christ, the Messiah, is the 
“Lion of the tribe of Judah” (5:5; Gen. 49:8-10). 
Reuben. Reuben is next as Jacob’s firstborn (Gen. 
49:3-4). Dan and Ephraim are omitted, perhaps 
because of their gross idolatry during the period of 
the judges, demonstrated by the incident in the ter- 
ritory of Dan (Judg. 18). Joseph. Joseph and his son 
Manasseh are both included, bringing the number of 
tribes to twelve. 

7:14 great tribulation. This vast multitude has come 
out of the great tribulation, referring to “the hour of 
trial which shall come upon the whole world” (3:10). 


In view of the great loss of life during this time period, 
martyrdom is most likely the means of their escape. 
Tribulation was already being experienced by the 
church in John’s day (2:10; Acts 14:22). However, the 
great tribulation, predicted in Daniel 12:1, will be of 
an intensity “such as has not been since the begin- 
ning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be” 
Matt. 24:21). 

8:1 seventh seal. When the seventh seal is broken, 
the book can finally be opened. 
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noises, thunderings, "lightnings, ‘and an 
earthquake. 

6So the seven angels who had the seven 
trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 


First Trumpet: Vegetation Struck 

7The first angel sounded: jAnd hail and 
fire followed, mingled with blood, and they 
were thrown *to the earth.* And a third !of 
the trees were burned up, and all green 
grass was burned up. 


Second Trumpet: The Seas Struck 
8Then the second angel sounded: ™And 
something like a great mountain burning 
with fire was thrown into the sea, "and a 
third of the sea “became blood. 9»And a 
third of the living creatures in the sea died, 
and a third of the ships were destroyed. 


Third Trumpet: The Waters Struck 
10Then the third angel sounded: ¢And a 
great star fell from heaven, burning like a 
torch, ‘and it fell on a third of the rivers and 
on the springs of water. !!sThe name of the 
star is Wormwood. tA third of the waters 
became wormwood, and many men died 
from the water, because it was made bitter. 


Fourth Trumpet: The Heavens 
Struck 

12uThen the fourth angel sounded: And 
a third of the sun was struck, a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a 
third of them were darkened. A third of the 
day did not shine, and likewise the night. 

13And I looked, vand I heard an angel* 
flying through the midst of heaven, saying 
with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth, because of the re- 
maining blasts of the trumpet of the three 
angels who are about to sound!” 
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Fifth Trumpet: The Locusts 


from the Bottomless Pit 

Then the fifth angel sounded: “And 

I saw a star fallen from heaven to the 
earth. To him was given the key to "the 
bottomless pit. And he opened the bottom- 
less pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like 
the smoke of a great furnace. So the ‘sun 
and the air were darkened because of the 
smoke of the pit. Then out of the smoke 
locusts came upon the earth. And to them 
was given power, “as the scorpions of the 
earth have power. 4They were command- 
ed enot to harm ‘the grass of the earth, or 
any green thing, or any tree, but only those 
men who do not have £the seal of God on 
their foreheads. 5And they were not given 
authority to kill them, "but to torment them 
for five months. Their torment was like the 
torment of a scorpion when it strikes a 
man. §In those days ‘men will seek death 
and will not find it; they will desire to die, 
and death will flee from them. 

7iThe shape of the locusts was like hors- 
es prepared for battle. On their heads were 
crowns of something like gold, ‘and their 
faces were like the faces of men. 8They had 
hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were 
like lions’ teeth. 9And they had breastplates 
like breastplates of iron, and the sound of 
their wings was "like the sound of chari- 
ots with many horses running into battle. 
10They had tails like scorpions, and there 
were stings in their tails. Their power was 
to hurt men five months. And they had as 
king over them °the angel of the bottomless 
pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but 
in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 

22pOne woe is past. Behold, still two 
more woes are coming after these things. 


*8:7 NU-Text and M-Text add and a third of the 
earth was burned up. *8:13 NU-Text and M-Text 
read eagle. 


8:7 hail... fire... blood. This blend of destruction and 
horror sounds like a combination of the first and sev- 
enth plagues of God upon Egypt (Ex. 7:19-20; 9:22-25). 
8:11 Wormwood. Wormwood is a plant found in 
the Middle East, known for its bitter taste. Here and 
elsewhere (Lam. 3:19) the term is figurative for bit- 
terness. Normally wormwood is not poisonous, but 
the plague of the third trumpet involves effects far 
more potent than the taste of this bitter plant: many 
men die from the water. 

8:13 Woe, woe, woe. The “woes” refer to the impact 
of the three remaining trumpet judgments on the 
unbelieving inhabitants of the earth. The first woe is 
the fifth trumpet (9:12); the second woe is the sixth 
trumpet (11:14). The third woe comes quickly and 
may be the same as the seventh trumpet (11:15-19), 
although that is not stated. If not, the final woe may 
be focused on Babylon, the great harlot, because of 
the climactic use of “woe” in 18:10, 16, and 19. 

9:1 star fallen from heaven. The star may be a 
demon (v. 11), Satan himself (12:9), or an angel serv- 
ing God (20:1). bottomless pit. The pit is the interim 
jail for some demons (Luke 8:31). It is also the place 


of origin of the beast (11:7; 17:8). Furthermore, it will 
be the place where Satan will be imprisoned during 
Christ's reign (20:2-3). 

9:3 locusts. Locusts, or grasshoppers, were greatly 
feared in agricultural societies because they devoured 
crops. In Exodus 10:12-15, a plague of locusts wiped 
out what was left of Egypt's crops. Joel 1:2 tells of an 
invasion of locusts that the Lord used to judge unre- 
pentant Judah, which was a foreshadowing of the day 
of the Lord. scorpions. Scorpions sting with their tails, 
causing great pain and even death (v. 10). 

9:11 angel of the bottomless pit. The angel is 
demonic and controls the demonic locusts (3:10). If 
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Sixth Trumpet: The Angels 


from the Euphrates 

BThen the sixth angel sounded: And 
I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
agolden altar which is before God, “saying 
to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Re- 
lease the four angels who are bound ‘at the 
great river Euphrates.” 15So the four angels, 
who had been prepared for the hour and 
day and month and year, were released to 
kill a sthird of mankind. !6Now tthe number 
of the army “of the horsemen was two hun- 
dred million; vI heard the number of them. 
17And thus I saw the horses in the vision: 
those who sat on them had breastplates 
of fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yel- 
low; “and the heads of the horses were like 
the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
came fire, smoke, and brimstone. !8By 
these three plagues a third of mankind was 
killed—by the fire and the smoke and the 
brimstone which came out of their mouths. 
19For their power* is in their mouth and in 
their tails; xfor their tails are like serpents, 
having heads; and with them they do harm. 

20But the rest of mankind, who were not 
killed by these plagues, ydid not repent of 
the works of their hands, that they should 
not worship zdemons, “and idols of gold, 
silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can 
neither see nor hear nor walk. 21And they 
did not repent of their murders Por their 
sorceries* or their sexual immorality or 
their thefts. 


The Mighty Angel with the Little 


Book 


1 I saw still another mighty angel com- 

ing down from heaven, clothed with 
a cloud. ¢And a rainbow was on Phis head, 
his face was like the sun, and Chis feet like 
pillars of fire. 2He had a little book open in 
his hand. ¢And he set his right foot on the 
sea and his left foot on the land, 3and cried 


with a loud voice, as when a lion roars. 
When he cried out, ¢seven thunders uttered 
their voices. 4Now when the seven thunders 
uttered their voices,* I was about to write; 
but I heard a voice from heaven saying to 
me,* f“Seal up the things which the seven 
thunders uttered, and do not write them.” 

5The angel whom I saw standing on the 
sea and on the land “raised up his hand* 
to heaven 6and swore by Him who lives 
forever and ever, "who created heaven and 
the things that are in it, the earth and the 
things that are in it, and the sea and the 
things that are in it, ‘that there should be 
delay no longer, 7but jin the days of the 
sounding of the seventh angel, when he is 
about to sound, the mystery of God would 
be finished, as He declared to His servants 
the prophets. 


John Eats the Little Book 

8Then the voice which I heard from 
heaven spoke to me again and said, “Go, 
take the little book which is open in the 
hand of the angel who stands on the sea 
and on the earth.” 

9So I went to the angel and said to him, 
“Give me the little book.” 

And he said to me, *“Take and eat it; and 
it will make your stomach bitter, but it will 
be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 

10Then I took the little book out of the 
angel’s hand and ate it, ‘and it was as sweet 
as honey in my mouth. But when I had eat- 
en it, "my stomach became bitter. UAnd 
he* said to me, “You must prophesy again 
about many peoples, nations, tongues, and 
kings.” 


*9:19 NU-Text and M-Text read the power of the 
horses. *9:21 NU-Text and M-Text read drugs. 

* 10:4 NU-Text and M-Text read sounded. * NU- 
Text and M-Text omit tome. *10:5 NU-Text and 
M-Text read right hand. *10:11 NU-Text and 
M-Text read they. 


this angel serves God, this is another instance where 
the activity of Satan or his demons is under the Lord’s 
sovereign control (2 Cor. 12:7,9). 

9:14 great river Euphrates. This river is the eastern 
boundary of the land promised to Abraham for his 
descendants (Gen. 15:18), as well as the geographic 
area from which powerful enemies like Assyria and 
Babylon came to invade Israel (Is. 8:5-8). It may repre- 
sent the seat of Satan's former victory (in the garden 
of Eden). 

9:18 a third of mankind. A third of mankind could 
number in the billions. Coupled with the former 
destruction of one-fourth of humanity (6:8), over 
one-half of the world’s population will have been 
killed. 

10:1 mighty angel. This mighty angel could be 
the “strong angel” of 5:2 or the angel “having great 
authority” of 18:1. It is unlikely that this is Michael, 
who is referred to by name elsewhere (12:7; Dan. 12:1) 
or Christ, since He is never called an angel in the New 
Testament. Furthermore, unlike Christ, this angel 
comes to earth before the time of tribulation is over. 


10:2 little book. The little book is not the same as the 
book that was unsealed in 6:1—8:1. It is more like the 
scroll eaten by Ezekiel (Ezek. 2:9—3:3), although this 
scroll caused John’s stomach to become bitter (vv. 
9-10), not just his spirit (Ezek. 3:14). 

10:10 sweet... bitter. The Word of God is always 
sweet, but the soberness of the judgments and what 
this will mean to the “peoples, nations, tongues, 
and kings,” to whom John must prophesy is enough 
to turn John’s stomach. It is a terrible thing to 
contemplate the fate of those who refuse to repent 
9:21). 
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The Two Witnesses 
1 Then I was given 2a reed like a mea- 
suring rod. And the angel stood,* 

saying, >“Rise and measure the temple 
of God, the altar, and those who worship 
there. 2But leave out cthe court which is 
outside the temple, and do not measure it, 
4for it has been given to the Gentiles. And 
they will ¢tread the holy city underfoot for 
fforty-two months. %And I will give power 
to my two £witnesses, "and they will proph- 
esy ‘one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days, clothed in sackcloth.” 

4These are the ‘two olive trees and the 
two lampstands standing before the God* 
of the earth. 5And if anyone wants to harm 
them, *fire proceeds from their mouth and 
devours their enemies. ‘And if anyone 
wants to harm them, he must be killed in 
this manner. ®These “have power to shut 
heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of 
their prophecy; and they have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to strike 
the earth with all plagues, as often as they 
desire. 


The Witnesses Killed 

7When they "finish their testimony, °the 
beast that ascends Pout of the bottomless 
pit ¢will make war against them, over- 
come them, and kill them. 8And their dead 
bodies will lie in the street of "the great 
city which spiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt, ‘where also our* Lord was cruci- 
fied. 9tThen those from the peoples, tribes, 
tongues, and nations will see their dead 
bodies three-and-a-half days, “and not al- 
low* their dead bodies to be put into graves. 


Revelation11:16 @ 1393 
10vAnd those who dwell on the earth will 
rejoice over them, make merry, Wand send 
gifts to one another, *because these two 
prophets tormented those who dwell on 
the earth. 


The Witnesses Resurrected 

llyNow after the three-and-a-half days 
2the breath of life from God entered them, 
and they stood on their feet, and great fear 
fell on those who saw them. !2And they* 
heard a loud voice from heaven saying to 
them, “Come up here.” “And they ascend- 
ed to heaven Yin a cloud, ‘and their ene- 
mies saw them. !3In the same hour ¢there 
was a great earthquake, ¢and a tenth 
of the city fell. In the earthquake seven 
thousand people were killed, and the rest 
were afraid ‘and gave glory to the God of 
heaven. 

i4gThe second woe is past. Behold, the 
third woe is coming quickly. 


Seventh Trumpet: The Kingdom 
Proclaimed 

Then "the seventh angel sounded: 
iAnd there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdoms* of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ, and He shall reign forever and 
ever!” 16And 'the twenty-four elders who 


* 11:1 NU-Text and M-Text omit And the angel 
stood. *11:4 NU-Text and M-Text read Lord. 

* 11:8 NU-Text and M-Text read their. *11:9 NU- 
Text and M-Text read nations see ... and will not 
allow. *11:12 M-TextreadsI. * 11:15 NU-Text 
and M-Text read kingdom... has become. 


11:1 reed like a measuring rod. John's measuring 
rod is much like that used by Ezekiel (Ezek. 40:3-5) in 
his vision of measuring the temple. 

11:3 two witnesses. The two unnamed witnesses are 
strikingly similar to Elijah (vv. 5—6; 1 Kin. 17; Mal. 4:5) 
and Moses (v. 6; Ex. 7-11), who appeared together 
with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration (Luke 
9:29-32). one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days. Forty-two months (v. 2) is the same length of 
time as twelve hundred and sixty days (12:6). Almost 
certainly “a time and times and half a time” (12:14) is 
also a period of three and a half years made up of 42 
thirty-day months. These expressions draw from the 
prophecies in Daniel (Dan. 12:6—7,11-12). sackcloth. 
Sackcloth is a sign of mourning. 

11:4 two olive trees ... two lampstands. The wit- 
nesses are described as olive trees and lampstands, 
linking them to the vision in Zechariah 4 of “the two 
anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the 
whole earth” (Zech. 4:14). The passage in Zechariah 
refers to Zerubbabel and Joshua the priest. But the 
overarching principle for these and all other witnesses 
for the Lord is that their testimony to the truth is “Not 
by might nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech. 4:6). 
11:6 no rain... waters... blood... plagues. The 
power to prevent rain identifies the witnesses with 
Elijah (James 5:17), and turning the water into blood 
and striking the earth with plagues is reminiscent of 
Moses in Egypt (Ex. 7:11—-21). 


11:7 bottomless pit. The beast, who emerges as 
the satanically empowered world ruler (chs. 13; 17), 
comes from the bottomless pit, as did the demonic 
locust plague of the fifth trumpet (9:1-10). 

11:8 great city. The great city in Revelation is often 
Babylon (14:8), which possibly represents Rome 
(1 Pet. 5:13), But the further description “where also 
our Lord was crucified” seems to refer to Jerusalem. 
Sodom and Egypt. Sodom is the prototype for the 
moral degeneration of this great city (Gen. 19) and 
Egypt was the prototype for its rampant idolatry. 
11:14 second woe. The second woe includes the 
sixth trumpet (9:12-21) and a second interlude 
(10:1—11:13). third woe. The third woe is apparently 
the seventh trumpet (vv. 15-19), since it “is coming 
quickly” and 8:13 relates the woes to the last three 
blasts of the trumpet. The final woe may extend fur- 
ther since the word “woe” recurs in 12:12. 
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sat before God on their thrones fell on their 
faces and "worshiped God, !’saying: 


“We give You thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, 

The One "who is and who was and 
who is to come,* 

Because You have taken Your great 
power °and reigned. 

18 The nations were Pangry, and Your 
wrath has come, 

And the time of the ¢dead, that they 
should be judged, 

And that You should reward Your 
servants the prophets and the 
saints, 

And those who fear Your name, small 
and great, 

And should destroy those who destroy 
the earth.” 


19Then 'the temple of God was opened in 
heaven, and the ark of His covenant* was 
seen in His temple. And sthere were light- 
nings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, 
tand great hail. 


The Woman, the Child, and 


the Dragon 

1 Now a great sign appeared in heaven: 
a woman clothed with the sun, with 

the moon under her feet, and on her head a 

garland of twelve stars. 2Then being with 


child, she cried out “in labor and in pain 
to give birth. 

3And another sign appeared in heaven: 
behold, ¥a great, fiery red dragon having 
seven heads and ten horns, and seven dia- 
dems on his heads. 4¢His tail drew a third 
dof the stars of heaven “and threw them to 
the earth. And the dragon stood fbefore the 
woman who was ready to give birth, ¢to de- 
vour her Child as soon as it was born. 5She 
bore a male Child "who was to rule all na- 
tions with a rod of iron. And her Child was 
icaught up to God and His throne. Then 
ithe woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she has a place prepared by God, that they 
should feed her there Xone thousand two 
hundred and sixty days. 


Satan Thrown Out of Heaven 

7And war broke out in heaven: ‘Michael 
and his angels fought "with the dragon; and 
the dragon and his angels fought, 8but they 
did not prevail, nor was a place found for 
them* in heaven any longer. 9So "the great 
dragon was cast out, °that serpent of old, 
called the Devil and Satan, »who deceives 
the whole world; che was cast to the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him. 


* 11:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit and who is to 
come. *11:19 M-Text reads the covenant of the 
Lord. *12:8 M-Text reads him. 


11:17-18 We give You thanks. The 24 elders 
(4:10-11; 5:8-10) praise God’s power and wrath, and 
the corresponding distribution of reward and judg- 
ment. This stanza of heavenly thanksgiving seems 
to reflect on the fulfillment of the great messianic 
prophecy in Psalm 2. 

11:19 ark of His covenant. The ark of the covenant 
made by Moses disappeared at the time of the Bab- 
ylonian captivity (2Chr. 36:18-19). The ark repre- 
sented God's presence, leadership, and protection of 
Israel (Num. 10:33-36; Josh. 3:3,15—-17). 

12:1 woman clothed with the sun. The woman is the 
nation Israel. To Israel belongs the covenant and the 
promises. If Satan can make even one of those prom- 
ises fail, he will have “won.” This is why the dragon 
stands over the woman in such a predatory manner 
(v. 4). 

12:3 great, fiery red dragon. The sign of the dragon 
is interpreted in verse 9 as Satan, who first appeared 
in Scripture as the serpent in the garden of Eden (Gen. 
3). The imagery is in keeping with Old Testament and 
extrabiblical usage (Is. 27:1). seven heads... ten 
horns... seven diadems. The dragon with the seven 
heads and ten horns refers to Satan and the empire 
over which he rules during the course of time. The 
seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems refer to 
Satan’s brilliance, power, and glory as “god of this 
age” (2 Cor. 4:4). This description is almost identical to 
that of the beast from the sea in 13:1. 

12:4 a third of the stars. This image may refer to 
the rebellion of a third of the angelic host following 
Satan. devour her Child. The attempt of the dragon 
to devour the newborn Christ Child reveals that the 
strategy of Herod to kill the baby Jesus (Matt. 2:3-16) 
was satanically inspired. 


12:5 male Child, who was to rule. The male Child 
who will rule with a rod of iron is the messianic figure 
of Psalm 2:8-9; however, there is no earthly rule over 
all nations at this point. From the perspective of this 
heavenly scene, the Child-ruler is soon caught up to 
the throne of God, apparently referring to the ascen- 
sion of Christ (Acts 1:9). 

12:6 one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 
The detailed way in which this same length of time is 
expressed (“a time and times and half a time,” v. 14), 
suggests half of a literal seven-year tribulation period 
(Dan. 9:27). 

12:7-8 Michael. Michael is an archangel (Jude 9). 
According to Daniel 12:1, he is a special guardian 
angel for the nation of Israel. Apparently he com- 
mands an army of angels. Michael and the heavenly 
forces are victorious, making heaven off-limits to 
Satan and his demons. (In Job 1 and 1 Kings 22:22 
it is clear that at one time Satan did have access to 
heaven.) 

12:9 to the earth. The devil's expulsion from heaven 
to the earth means that this world becomes his base 
of operations, and that his anger is vented toward the 
remaining inhabitants of the earth (v. 12). It is likely 
that the end times will be the greatest period of spiri- 
tual warfare (Eph. 6:10-18) in history. 
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10Then I heard a loud voice saying in 
heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, 
and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of His Christ have come, for the ac- 
cuser of our brethren, swho accused them 
before our God day and night, has been 
cast down. And 'they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony, “and they did not love their 
lives to the death. 12Therefore vrejoice, O 
heavens, and you who dwell in them! “Woe 
to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! 
For the devil has come down to you, hav- 
ing great wrath, because he knows that 
he has a short time.” 


The Woman Persecuted 

13Now when the dragon saw that he had 
been cast to the earth, he persecuted ythe 
woman who gave birth to the male Child. 
14zBut the woman was given two wings 
of a great eagle, “that she might fly "into 
the wilderness to her place, where she is 
nourished ¢for a time and times and half 
a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
15So the serpent ¢spewed water out of his 
mouth like a flood after the woman, that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the 
flood. 16But the earth helped the woman, 
and the earth opened its mouth and swal- 
lowed up the flood which the dragon had 
spewed out of his mouth. !7And the dragon 
was enraged with the woman, and he went 
to make war with the rest of her offspring, 
who keep the commandments of God and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.* 


The Beast from the Sea 
1 3 Then I* stood on the sand of the sea. 
And I saw ¢a beast rising up out 


Revelation 13:10 @ 1395 
of the sea, "having seven heads and ten 
horns,* and on his horns ten crowns, and 
on his heads a cblasphemous name. 2Now 
the beast which I saw was like a leopard, 
his feet were like the feet of a bear, and 
his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The 
ddragon gave him his power, his throne, 
and great authority. And I saw one of his 
heads as if it had been mortally wounded, 
and his deadly wound was healed. And fall 
the world marveled and followed the beast. 
4So they worshiped the dragon who gave 
authority to the beast; and they worshiped 
the beast, saying, ¢“Who is like the beast? 
Who is able to make war with him?” 

5And he was given "a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue* for ‘forty-two 
months. Then he opened his mouth in 
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His 
name, /His tabernacle, and those who dwell 
in heaven. 7It was granted to him *to make 
war with the saints and to overcome them. 
And lauthority was given him over every 
tribe,* tongue, and nation. 8All who dwell 
on the earth will worship him, ™whose 
names have not been written in the Book 
of Life of the Lamb slain "from the founda- 
tion of the world. 

Solf anyone has an ear, let him hear. 
10»He who leads into captivity shall go into 
captivity; he who kills with the sword 
must be killed with the sword. "Here is the 
patience and the faith of the saints. 


* 12:17 NU-Text and M-Text omit Christ. 

* 13:1 NU-Text reads he. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text 
read ten horns and sevenheads. * 13:5 M-Text 
reads make war. * 13:7 NU-Text and M-Text add 
and people. 


12:11 blood of the Lamb. . . word of their testi- 
mony... didnot love their lives. The heavenly defeat 
of Satan (vv. 7-9) is followed by reference to his 
earthly setbacks, including the crucifixion of Christ, 
the verbal witness of believers, and the martyrdom of 
some of the believers. The fact that these witnesses 
were willing to die for their testimony showed that 
they knew that Christ had defeated death. 

12:14 a time. A “time” probably equals one year, so 
the period of protection here is three and a half years, 
which corresponds to the length of the two wit- 
nesses’ testimony in 11:3. It is also equivalent to the 
period of the beast’s authority (“forty-two months” 
in 13:5), which includes his ability to “make war with 
the saints and to overcome them” (13:7; Ps. 122:7; 
Dan. 7:25). 

12:17 the rest of her offspring. The rest of the chil- 
dren are believers in Christ. 

13:1-2 beast. The parallel to the four beasts (espe- 
cially the fourth) in Daniel 7, and the explanation 
of the beast given in 17:8-11 make it seem that the 
beast symbolizes both a revived Roman Empire, 
which exercises universal authority, and a specific 
ruler, whom John calls the antichrist (1 John 2:18). 
13:1 a blasphemous name. The blasphemous name 
may be the common claim of ancient Roman emper- 
ors to be divine, or blasphemy against the name of 


the true God (vv. 5-6) as Daniel predicted of the will- 
ful king during the tribulation period (Dan. 11:36). 
13:3 mortally wounded . . . deadly wound. The 
apparently fatal wound that was healed is a satanic 
attempt to mimic the wounds of Christ from His cruci- 
fixion, which Christ still carries after the resurrection. 
This is part of the fulfillment of the prophecy of the 
“power, signs, and lying wonders, and ... unrigh- 
teous deception” that accompany the “lawless one” 
(2 Thess. 2:8-12). 

13:4 worshiped the dragon...and... the beast. 
Any false worship or idolatry is ultimately demonic 
and satanic (1 Cor. 10:20-22). 

13:5 forty-two months. Forty-two months is the 
duration of the beast’s worldwide supremacy, in 
keeping with the prophecy of Daniel 7:25. 

13:9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. This phrase 
is used frequently in the Bible. It seems to imply that 
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1396 @ Revelation 13:11 
The Beast from the Earth 

Then I saw another beast scoming up 
out of the earth, and he had two horns like 
a lamb and spoke like a dragon. !2And he 
exercises all the authority of the first beast 
in his presence, and causes the earth and 
those who dwell in it to worship the first 
beast, ‘whose deadly wound was healed. 
13uHe performs great signs, vso that he 
even makes fire come down from heaven 
on the earth in the sight of men. 4~And 
he deceives those* who dwell on the earth 
xby those signs which he was granted to 
do in the sight of the beast, telling those 
who dwell on the earth to make an image to 
the beast who was wounded by the sword 
yand lived. 5He was granted power to give 
breath to the image of the beast, that the 
image of the beast should both speak Zand 
cause as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast to be killed. !®He caus- 
es all, both small and great, rich and poor, 
free and slave, “to receive a mark on their 
right hand or on their foreheads, !7and that 
no one may buy or sell except one who has 
the mark or* >the name of the beast, cor the 
number of his name. 

18dHere is wisdom. Let him who has ¢un- 
derstanding calculate fthe number of the 
beast, 2for it is the number of a man: His 
number is 666. 


The Lamb and the 144,000 
1 Then I looked, and behold, a* “Lamb 
standing on Mount Zion, and with 


Him Yone hundred and forty-four thou- 
sand, having* His Father’s name ¢written 
on their foreheads. And I heard a voice 
from heaven, “like the voice of many wa- 
ters, and like the voice of loud thunder. 
And I heard the sound of eharpists play- 
ing their harps. ?They sang as it were a 
new song before the throne, before the four 
living creatures, and the elders; and no 
one could learn that song fexcept the hun- 
dred and forty-four thousand who were 
redeemed from the earth. 4These are the 
ones who were not defiled with women, 
*for they are virgins. These are the ones 
hwho follow the Lamb wherever He goes. 
These ‘were redeemed* from among men, 
ibeing firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 
5And kin their mouth was found no de- 
ceit,* for ‘they are without fault before the 
throne of God.* 


The Proclamations of Three Angels 
6Then I saw another angel “flying in the 
midst of heaven, "having the everlasting 
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the 
earth—°to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 
people— saying with a loud voice, »“Fear 
God and give glory to Him, for the hour of 
His judgment has come; ¢and worship Him 


* 13:14 M-Text reads my own people. _* 13:17 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit or. *14:1 NU-Text and 
M-Text read the. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text add 
Hisnameand. * 14:4 M-Text adds by Jesus. 

* 14:5 NU-Text and M-Text read falsehood. * NU- 
Text and M-Text omit before the throne of God. 


what has just been said has a wider context, or a 
significant present application. The statement is not 
just for future reference. Therefore, widespread spir- 
itual delusion and blasphemy, as well as persecution 
and martyrdom, should not surprise believers at any 
point in history. 

13:11 another beast. This beast’s actions described 
in verses 12-17 make it virtually certain that he is the 
false prophet spoken of in 16:13; 19:20; 20:10. The two 
beasts may symbolize the intermingling of religious 
power and of secular, political power during the 
Roman period and during the last days. lamb. This is 
the only place in Revelation where “lamb” does not 
refer to Christ. The lamb with two horns is an emblem 
of Jewish worship and religious authority. 

13:12-15 great signs. Calling fire from heaven and 
giving speech to the image of the first beast are 
persuasive signs of power. These signs are similar to 
those performed by the two witnesses (11:5-6). The 
performance of great signs and the power of Satan 
is part of the mass deception prophesied by Paul in 
2 Thessalonians 2:8-12. 

13:16 to receive a mark. The mark is some sort of 
identifiable proof of ownership and loyalty, an evil 
counterfeit of the seal on the foreheads of the ser- 
vants of God (7:3; 14:1). 

13:18 Let him who has understanding calculate... 
666. No one knows exactly what this means. It is the 
number of the beast, and the number of a man, so 
the beast is merely a man, not a god. We can be sure 
that this “man’s number” will someday be under- 
stood in relation to the number 666, and that when 


the people who are living at the time of the fulfill- 
ment of the prophecies in this book need to under- 
stand this clearly, the Lord will make it plain. In the 
meantime, the warning is enough for all that will 
hear. 

14:5 they are without fault. This statement is not 
a reference to sinless perfection, but it is stating that 
they are considered pure before God. They have been 
sealed by God because of their belief in Christ (v. 1; 7:4). 
14:6-7 angel... everlasting gospel. The angel who 
preaches the gospel to “every nation, tribe, tongue, 
and people” helps to fulfill God’s promise that the 
gospel “will be preached in all the world as a witness 
to all the nations” (Matt. 24:14) before Christ returns. 
The word “gospel,” which literally means “good 
news,” is used in Revelation only once. Even at this 
late stage in God’s judgment He continues to offer 
everlasting life to the world (John 3:16). The gospel 
message at this point beseeches unbelievers to fear 
God and give glory to Him, and to escape the hour 
of His judgment. 
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who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
springs of water.” 

8And another angel followed, saying, 
™Babylon* is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because sshe has made all nations drink of 
the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

9Then a third angel followed them, say- 
ing with a loud voice, “If anyone worships 
the beast and his image, and receives his 
umark on his forehead or on his hand, !he 
himself vshall also drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is ~poured out full 
strength into *the cup of His indignation. 
YHe shall be tormented with 2fire and brim- 
stone in the presence of the holy angels and 
in the presence of the Lamb. And ¢the 
smoke of their torment ascends forever and 
ever; and they have no rest day or night, 
who worship the beast and his image, and 
whoever receives the mark of his name.” 

12bHere is the patience of the saints; 
chere are those* who keep the command- 
ments of God and the faith of Jesus. 

13Then I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing to me,* “Write: 4‘Blessed are the dead 
ewho die in the Lord from now on.’” 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may 
rest from their labors, and their works fol- 
low #them.” 


Reaping the Earth’s Harvest 

4Then I looked, and behold, a white 
cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son 
of Man, having on His head a golden crown, 
and in His hand a sharp sickle. And an- 
other angel "came out of the temple, cry- 
ing with a loud voice to Him who sat on the 
cloud, ‘“Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for 
the time has come for You* to reap, for the 
harvest jof the earth is ripe.” 16So He who 
sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the 
earth, and the earth was reaped. 


Reaping the Grapes of Wrath 

17Then another angel came out of the 
temple which is in heaven, he also having 
a sharp sickle. 


Revelation 15:4 @ 1397 

18And another angel came out from the 
altar, ?who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the 
sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp 
sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” 19So 
the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it 
into ™the great winepress of the wrath of 
God. 20And "the winepress was trampled 
ooutside the city, and blood came out of the 
winepress, Pup to the horses’ bridles, for 
one thousand six hundred furlongs. 


Prelude to the Bowl Judgments 
1 Then ¢I saw another sign in heaven, 
great and marvelous: "seven angels 

having the seven last plagues, cfor in them 
the wrath of God is complete. 

2AndIsaw something like 4a sea of glass 
emingled with fire, and those who have the 
victory over the beast, fover his image and 
over his mark* and over the number of his 
name, standing on the sea of glass, "having 
harps of God. ?They sing ‘the song of Mo- 
ses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
iLamb, saying: 


k“Great and marvelous are Your works, 
Lord God Almighty! 
‘Just and true are Your ways, 
O King of the saints!* 
4 mWho shall not fear You, O Lord, and 

glorify Your name? 

For You alone are "holy. 

For °all nations shall come and 
worship before You, 

For Your judgments have been 
manifested.” 


* 14:8 NU-Text reads Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, which has made; M-Text reads Babylon the 
great is fallen. She has made. * 14:12 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit here are those. * 14:13 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit tome. * 14:15 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit for You. *15:2 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit over his mark. * 15:3 NU-Text and M-Text 
read nations. 


14:8 Babylon. Babylon is first mentioned in Reve- 
lation here, and it becomes the focus of God's judg- 
ment in the following sections (chs. 16-18). 

14:13 Blessed. “Blessed” signals the second of seven 
beatitudes in Revelation (1:3; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14). 
Six of the seven are clustered in the latter third of the 
book, perhaps as promises to encourage exemplary 
Christian response in the extremely difficult circum- 
stances of the end times. 

14:16 thrust in His sickle. The power of the Son of 
Man (Jesus Christ) is shown in that, with one swing 
of His sickle, the harvest of the earth is reaped. This 
pictures the events of chapters 16-19 as parts of one 
rapid succession of judgment, which is experienced 
by the inhabitants of the entire world. 

15:1 another sign. The previous sign was about the 
woman clothed with the sun (12:1). This sign is “great 
and marvelous” because it deals with the seven last 
plagues sent by the Lord. The plagues, “the bowls 
of the wrath of God” (16:1), are much stronger and 


more widespread than the trumpet judgments in 
8:2— 11:19. The wrath of God is complete with the 
seven last plagues (15:1— 19:5). They are immediately 
followed by the second coming and the marriage 
supper of the Lamb (19:6-21). 

15:3 song of Moses. The song of Moses is a refer- 
ence to Exodus 15:1-18 in which Israel celebrated 
its deliverance from Pharaoh's army (Ex. 14). This 
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1398 @ Revelation 15:5 

5After these things I looked, and be- 
hold,* »the temple of the tabernacle of the 
testimony in heaven was opened. 6And out 
of the temple came the seven angels having 
the seven plagues, ¢clothed in pure bright 
linen, and having their chests girded with 
golden bands. 7'Then one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels seven 
golden bowls full of the wrath of God swho 
lives forever and ever. 8tThe temple was 
filled with smoke “from the glory of God 
and from His power, and no one was able 
to enter the temple till the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were completed. 
1 6 Then I heard a loud voice from the 

temple saying ¢to the seven angels, 

“Go and pour out the bowls* of the wrath 
of God on the earth.” 


First Bowl: Loathsome Sores 

2So the first went and poured out his 
bowl cupon the earth, and a foul and 4loath- 
some sore came upon the men ewho had 
the mark of the beast and those ‘who wor- 
shiped his image. 


Second Bowl: The Sea Turns 


to Blood 

3Then the second angel poured out his 
bowl Zon the sea, and "it became blood as 
of a dead man; ‘and every living creature 
in the sea died. 


Third Bowl: The Waters Turn 


to Blood 

4Then the third angel poured out his 
bowl jon the rivers and springs of water, 
kand they became blood. 5And I heard the 
angel of the waters saying: 


You are righteous, O Lord,* 
The One ™who is and who was and 
who is to be,* 
Because You have judged these things. 


6 For "they have shed the blood °of 
saints and prophets, 
PAnd You have given them blood to drink. 
For* it is their just due.” 


7And I heard another from* the altar 
saying, “Even so, ¢4Lord God Almighty, 
rtrue and righteous are Your judgments.” 


Fourth Bowl: Men Are Scorched 

8Then the fourth angel poured out his 
bowl son the sun, ‘and power was given 
to him to scorch men with fire. 9And men 
were scorched with great heat, and they 
ublasphemed the name of God who has 
power over these plagues; Yand they did 
not repent wand give Him glory. 


Fifth Bowl: Darkness and Pain 

10Then the fifth angel poured out his 
bowl xon the throne of the beast, vand his 
kingdom became full of darkness; zand 
they gnawed their tongues because of the 
pain. 11They blasphemed the God of heav- 
en because of their pains and their sores, 
and did not repent of their deeds. 


Sixth Bowl: Euphrates Dried Up 
122Then the sixth angel poured out his 
bowl ¢on the great river Euphrates, band 
its water was dried up, ‘so that the way of 
the kings from the east might be prepared. 
13And I saw three unclean ¢spirits like 
frogs coming out of the mouth of ¢the drag- 
on, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of 
the mouth of fthe false prophet. 4For they 
are spirits of demons, “performing signs, 
which go out to the kings of the earth and* 


* 15:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit behold. 

* 16:1 NU-Text and M-Text read seven bowls. 

* 16:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit O Lord. * NU- 
Text and M-Text read who was, the Holy One. 

* 16:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit For. *16:7 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit another from. *16:14 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit of the earth and. 


song was sung by Jews in their Sabbath gatherings, 
as well as by early Christians at Easter. song of the 
Lamb. The song of the Lamb celebrates the finished 
work of God, when all of His righteous acts have been 
revealed, from creation to atonement to judgment. 
16:6 saints. Saints are those who are set apart because 
of their relationship with Jesus Christ. prophets. The 
prophets are God’s spokesmen. Probably this passage 
is referring both to the saints and prophets (11:3-18) 
who have been killed and persecuted during the tribu- 
lation as well as those from past history. Jesus referred 
to the pattern of killing prophets (Matt. 23:35) when 
He spoke to the Pharisees of the coming judgment. 
16:8 fourth... bowl. The fourth bowl and the fourth 
trumpet both affect the sun, but in the bowl judgment 
the sun's heat is intensified instead of diminished. 
16:9-10 did not repent. They cannot argue against 
the existence or power of God, but even so they will 
not repent and give glory to God. The good news 
of Christ is still in effect even just before His return 
(19:11-21), though it is apparently rejected by all 
unbelievers who are still alive. 


16:12 sixth... bowl. The sixth bowl involves the 
Euphrates River, as does the sixth trumpet (9:14). Both 
judgments deal with demonically inspired military 
forces. The army of two hundred million (9:16) will 
kill a third of all humankind (9:18); the army of verses 
12-14 will do battle against God (19:19-21). 

16:13-14 unclean spirits... go out to the kings. The 
kings of the earth recoil in fear before the judgment 
of the Lamb (6:15-16), yet because of the deceptive 
words of the demons, they are willing to wage war 
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Busse soe te 


of "the whole world, to gather them to ‘the 
battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

15i“Behold, I am coming as a thief. 
Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his 
garments, lest he walk naked and they see 
his shame.” 

161And they gathered them together to 
the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon.* 


Seventh Bowl: The Earth Utterly 
Shaken 

17Then the seventh angel poured out his 
bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out 
of the temple of heaven, from the throne, 
saying, ™“It is done!” 18And "there were 
noises and thunderings and lightnings; 
oand there was a great earthquake, such 
a mighty and great earthquake Pas had 
not occurred since men were on the earth. 
19Now 4the great city was divided into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And 
rgreat Babylon swas remembered before 
God, ‘to give her the cup of the wine of 
the fierceness of His wrath. 2°Then vevery 
island fled away, and the mountains were 
not found. 21And great hail from heaven 
fell upon men, each hailstone about the 
weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God 
because of the plague of the hail, since that 
plague was exceedingly great. 


The Scarlet Woman and the Scarlet 


Beast 
1 7 Then ¢one of the seven angels who 
had the seven bowls came and talked 
with me, saying to me,* “Come, ?I will show 
you the judgment of ‘the great harlot 4who 
sits on many waters, 2ewith whom the kings 
of the earth committed fornication, and ‘the 
inhabitants of the earth were made drunk 
with the wine of her fornication.” 


Revelation 17:9 @ 1399 

3So he carried me away in the Spirit sinto 
the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting 
hon a scarlet beast which was full of ‘names 
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten 
horns. 4The woman iwas arrayed in pur- 
ple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls, ‘having in her 
hand a golden cup "full of abominations 
and the filthiness of her fornication.* 5And 
on her forehead a name was written: 


"MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS 
OF THE EARTH. 


8] saw °the woman, drunk with the blood 
of the saints and with the blood of ¢the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I 
marveled with great amazement. 


The Meaning of the Woman and 
the Beast 

7But the angel said to me, “Why did you 
marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the 
woman and of the beast that carries her, 
which has the seven heads and the ten 
horns. ®The beast that you saw was, and 
is not, and "will ascend out of the bottom- 
less pit and sgo to perdition. And those who 
tdwell on the earth “will marvel, v,whose 
names are not written in the Book of Life 
from the foundation of the world, when 
they see the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is.* 

§w“Here is the mind which has wisdom: 
xThe seven heads are seven mountains on 


* 16:16 M-Text reads Megiddo. *17:1 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit tome. *17:4 M-Text reads 
the filthiness of the fornication of the earth. 

* 17:8 NU-Text and M-Text read and shall be 
present. 


against God. The difference seems to be their confi- 
dence in the power of the beast, since they reason, 
“Who is able to make war with him?” (13:4). great 
day of God. The battle of that great day takes place 
at Armageddon (Mount of Megiddo) (v. 16; 19:17—21). 
16:15 Blessed. This is the third of seven beatitudes 
in Revelation (see note at 14:13). Jesus warned believ- 
ers to be vigilant because of the unexpected timing 
of His return (Matt. 24:43-44). The warning to watch 
is a reminder of the parable of the ten virgins (Matt. 
25:1-13): “Watch therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour.” 

16:17 It is done. The seventh bowl is the climax of all 
of Revelation’s judgments. This is God’s final act of 
judgment before Christ comes. 

16:19 Babylon. Babylon may refer to the rebuilt 
ancient city, or it may be a symbolic name for Rome 
(17:9). It may also be a way of referring to any proud 
human society that attempts to exist apart from God. 
Babylon's classic manifestations of rebellion against 
God are the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1—9) and the Bab- 
ylonian Empire under Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:30). 
17:1 judgment of the great harlot. Babylon is called 
“the harlot” in verses 1,5,16, and 19:2. Her habit- 
ual immorality was introduced in 14:8, as was her 


imminent and well-deserved judgment. Both the 
kings of the earth and the inhabitants of the earth 
are seduced into committing spiritual adultery with 
Babylon. The indication is that she made them drunk 
with power, material possessions, false worship, 
and pride. The wine of Babylon's immorality (14:8) is 
judged forcefully and finally by God in the “wine of 
the fierceness of His wrath” (16:19). 

17:9 seven mountains. The word that is translated 
“mountains” can also be translated “hills.” Most inter- 
preters understand this as a reference to the seven 
hills along the Tiber River, a well-known designation 
of the city of Rome. 


16:14/4 Luke 2:1 /Rev. 17:14; 19:19; 20:8 16:15/ Matt. 
24:43 k2Cor.5:3 16:16/Rev. 19:19 16:17 Rev. 
10:6;21:6 16:18"Rev. 4:5 Rev. 11:13 P Dan. 12:1 
16:19 7 Rev. 14:8 "Rev. 17:5, 18 5 Rev. 14:8; 18:5 ls. 51:17 
16:20 Rev. 6:14; 20:11 17:14 Rev. 1:1; 21:9 5 Rev. 16:19 
CNah. 3:4 @Jer.51:13 17:2 Rev. 2:22; 18:3,9 fJer. 
51:7. 17:39 Rev. 12:6, 14; 21:10 “Rev. 12:3 ‘Rev. 13:1 
17:4/ Rev. 18:12, 16 ‘Dan. 11:38 /Jer. 51:7 ™ Rev. 14:8 
17:5"2 Thess. 2:7 17:6 ° Rev. 18:24 P Rev. 13:15 7Rev. 
6:9,10 17:8'Rev. 11:7 5Rev. 13:10; 17:11 tRev. 3:10 
“Rev. 13:3 “Rev. 13:8 17:9”Rev. 13:18 * Rev. 13:1 


1400 @ Revelation 17:10 
which the woman sits. !°There are also 
seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and 
the other has not yet come. And when he 
comes, he must Ycontinue a short time. 
11 The Zbeast that was, and is not, is himself 
also the eighth, and is of the seven, and is 
going to perdition. 

12a“The ten horns which you saw are ten 
kings who have received no kingdom as 
yet, but they receive authority for one hour 
as kings with the beast. !8These are of one 
mind, and they will give their power and 
authority to the beast. !4/These will make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will 
covercome them, ¢for He is Lord of lords 
and King of kings; ¢and those who are with 
Him are called, chosen, and faithful.” 

15Then he said to me, /“The waters which 
you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, 
multitudes, nations, and tongues. !16And 
the ten horns which you saw on* the beast, 
hthese will hate the harlot, make her ides- 
olate jand naked, eat her flesh and *burn 
her with fire. !7/For God has put it into their 
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be of one 
mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, 
muntil the words of God are fulfilled. 18And 
the woman whom you saw “is that great city 
owhich reigns over the kings of the earth.” 


The Fall of Babylon the Great 

1 After¢ these things I saw another an- 
gel coming down from heaven, having 

great authority, band the earth was illumi- 

nated with his glory. 2And he cried mighti- 

ly* with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the 

great is fallen, is fallen, and “has become 


a dwelling place of demons, a prison for 
every foul spirit, and ¢a cage for every un- 
clean and hated bird! 3For all the nations 
fhave drunk of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication, the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth have become rich 
through the abundance of her luxury.” 

4And I heard another voice from heav- 
en saying, ’“Come out of her, my people, 
lest you share in her sins, and lest you re- 
ceive of her plagues. 5'For her sins have 
reached* to heaven, and iGod has remem- 
bered her iniquities. ®*Render to her just as 
she rendered to you,* and repay her double 
according to her works; 'in the cup which 
she has mixed, "mix double for her. 7"In 
the measure that she glorified herself and 
lived luxuriously, in the same measure give 
her torment and sorrow; for she says in her 
heart, ‘I sit as “queen, and am no widow, 
and will not see sorrow.’ 8Therefore her 
plagues will come "in one day—death and 
mourning and famine. And she will be 
utterly burned with fire, ‘for strong is the 
Lord God who judges* her. 


The World Mourns Babylon’s Fall 
9s“The kings of the earth who committed 

fornication and lived luxuriously with her 

twill weep and lament for her, “when they 


* 17:16 NU-Text and M-Text read saw, and the 
beast. *18:2 NU-Text and M-Text omit mightily. 
* 18:5 NU-Text and M-Text read have been heaped 
up. *18:6 NU-Text and M-Text omit to you. 

* 18:8 NU-Text and M-Text read has judged. 


17:10 Five have fallen. The five that have fallen 
would be past kingdoms, perhaps Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. one is. The 
Roman Empire was the current power at the time of 
this writing. has not yet come. People speculate that 
the future kingdom may be a revived Roman Empire. 
17:11 the eighth, and is of the seven. The beast is 
related to the seventh king, but also has a separate 
identity. It seems that the eighth world empire may 
be some form of a revived Roman Empire over which 
the antichrist establishes the imperial authority of 
a dictator. He will overcome three horns, or nations 
(Dan. 7:20), and will claim universal authority. 

17:12 one hour. The time frame for these events may 
coincide with 16:14, in which the preparations for the 
battle at Armageddon are described. 

17:14 make war with the Lamb. The Lamb (Christ) 
will easily overcome the ten kings at His second com- 
ing (19:19-21). The beast and his forces are allowed 
by God to “make war with the saints and to overcome 
them” (13:7). Many of those whom the beast defeated 
and even killed are now numbered in the conquering 
army of the Lamb. The Lord’s army is composed of the 
called, chosen, and faithful, probably the heavenly 
soldiers of 19:14. 

17:16-17 ten horns .. . will hate the harlot. Since 
this description is similar to God’s judgment on Bab- 
ylon in 18:8, it seems that the Lord uses the forces of 
the beast as His instrument of judgment on the king- 
dom of antichrist (ch. 18) before they themselves are 


destroyed (19:19-21). With the advent of the beast 
as a supreme ruler given to self-deification (Dan. 
11:36; Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2), Satan has originated an 
entirely new order. This order is so radically different 
from the great harlot (vv. 1-6) that the beast, or per- 
haps the political aspect of Babylon, turns upon and 
destroys the religious aspect of Babylon. 

17:18 that great city. The woman in John’s vision 
is the great city Babylon (16:19), yet she is also the 
ancient “mother of harlots” (v. 5). The satanic influ- 
ence of this city over the world’s leaders has contin- 
ued from Babel through Babylon to Rome (vv. 9-10), 
its classic manifestation in the first century A.D. 

18:4 Come out. The command echoes Isaiah 52:11 
and especially Jeremiah 51:45, prophecies pro- 
claimed at a time when the Babylonian Empire was 
ripe for judgment. 

18:9-19 weep and lament for her. This section is 
framed like an ancient lament and is especially similar 
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see the smoke of her burning, !°standing at 
a distance for fear of her torment, saying, 
vAlas, alas, that great city Babylon, that 
mighty city! wFor in one hour your judg- 
ment has come.’ 

11“And *the merchants of the earth will 
weep and mourn over her, for no one buys 
their merchandise anymore: !2ymerchan- 
dise of gold and silver, precious stones 
and pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and 
scarlet, every kind of citron wood, every 
kind of object of ivory, every kind of ob- 
ject of most precious wood, bronze, iron, 
and marble; and cinnamon and incense, 
fragrant oil and frankincense, wine and 
oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, 
horses and chariots, and bodies and Zsouls 
of men. !The fruit that your soul longed 
for has gone from you, and all the things 
which are rich and splendid have gone 
from you,* and you shall find them no more 
at all. 5 The merchants of these things, who 
became rich by her, will stand at a distance 
for fear of her torment, weeping and wail- 
ing, 16and saying, ‘Alas, alas, *that great 
city >that was clothed in fine linen, purple, 
and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 
precious stones and pearls! !7<For in one 
hour such great riches came to nothing.’ 
dEvery shipmaster, all who travel by ship, 
sailors, and as many as trade on the sea, 
stood at a distance !8eand cried out when 
they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, 
f*What is like this great city?’ 

19s“They threw dust on their heads and 
cried out, weeping and wailing, and say- 
ing, ‘Alas, alas, that great city, in which all 
who had ships on the sea became rich by 
her wealth! "For in one hour she is made 
desolate.’ 

20i“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you 
holy apostles* and prophets, for iGod has 
avenged you on her!” 


Finality of Babylon's Fall 

21Then a mighty angel took up a stone 
like a great millstone and threw it into the 
sea, saying, “Thus with violence the great 
city Babylon shall be thrown down, and 
'shall not be found anymore. 22™The sound 
of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trum- 
peters shall not be heard in you anymore. 
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No craftsman of any craft shall be found 
in you anymore, and the sound of a mill- 
stone shall not be heard in you anymore. 
23nThe light of a lamp shall not shine in you 
anymore, °and the voice of bridegroom and 
bride shall not be heard in you anymore. 
For Ppyour merchants were the great men 
of the earth, ¢for by your sorcery all the 
nations were deceived. 24And "in her was 
found the blood of prophets and saints, and 
of all who swere slain on the earth.” 


Heaven Exults over Babylon 
1 After these things «I heard* a loud 
voice of a great multitude in heaven, 

saying, “Alleluia! >Salvation and glory 
and honor and power belong to the Lord* 
our God! 2For ¢true and righteous are His 
judgments, because He has judged the 
great harlot who corrupted the earth with 
her fornication; and He 4has avenged on 
her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 
3A gain they said, “Alleluia! “Her smoke ris- 
es up forever and ever!” 4And the twenty- 
four elders and the four living creatures 
fell down and worshiped God who sat 
on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 
5Then a voice came from the throne, say- 
ing, ’“Praise our God, all you His servants 
and those who fear Him, ‘both* small and 
great!” 

6iAnd I heard, as it were, the voice of a 
great multitude, as the sound of many wa- 
ters and as the sound of mighty thunder- 
ings, saying, “Alleluia! For *the* Lord God 
Omnipotent reigns! 7Let us be glad and re- 
joice and give Him glory, for ‘the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and His wife has 
made herself ready.” 8And to her it was 
granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and bright, "for the fine linen is the righ- 
teous acts of the saints. 

5Then he said to me, “Write: “Blessed 
are those who are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, 
p“These are the true sayings of God.” And 


* 18:14 NU-Text and M-Text read been lost to 

you. *18:20 NU-Text and M-Text read saints and 
apostles. *19:1 NU-Text and M-Text add some- 
thing like. ¢ NU-Text and M-Text omit the Lord. 
*19:5 NU-Text and M-Text omit both. *19:6 NU- 
Text and M-Text read our. 


in content to Ezekiel’s lament over the destruction of 
Tyre (Ezek. 27). 

18:20 Rejoice ... heaven, and you holy apostles 
and prophets. This call to rejoice is a compressed 
introduction to the longer praise hymn in 19:1-5. 
Judgment for killing God’s prophets is mentioned 
in 16:6, but this is the only place in Revelation other 
than 21:14 where Christ's apostles are mentioned. If 
specific apostles are in mind here, Peter and Paul's 
deaths at the hands of the state in Rome probably 
apply. If Babylon is the symbol of all the enemies of 
God and His people, and not just the Babylonian or 
Roman manifestations, even the killing of James in 
Acts 12:1-2 is being avenged here. 


19:9 Blessed. This is the fourth of the seven beatitudes 
in Revelation (see note at 14:13). marriage supper. The 
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q] fell at his feet to worship him. But he said 
to me, “See that you do not do that! 1am 
your sfellow servant, and of your brethren 
twho have the testimony of Jesus. Worship 
God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spir- 
it of prophecy.” 


Christ on a White Horse 

llvNow I saw heaven opened, and be- 
hold, wa white horse. And He who sat on 
him was called xFaithful and True, and Yin 
righteousness He judges and makes war. 
12zHis eyes were like a flame of fire, and 
on His head were many crowns. “He had* 
a name written that no one knew except 
Himself. 85He was clothed with a robe 
dipped in blood, and His name is called 
ceThe Word of God. 4¢And the armies in 
heaven, ¢clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean,* followed Him on white horses. 
15Now fout of His mouth goes a sharp* 
sword, that with it He should strike the 
nations. And He Himself will rule them 
with a rod of iron. "He Himself treads the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 16And ‘He has on His robe 
and on His thigh a name written: 


iKING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS. 


The Beast and His Armies Defeated 

17Then I saw an angel standing in the 
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, say- 
ing to all the birds that fly in the midst of 
heaven, “Come and gather together for the 
supper of the great God,* 8that you may 
eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, 
the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses 
and of those who sit on them, and the flesh 
of all people, free* and slave, both small 
and great.” 


19mAnd I saw the beast, the kings of the 
earth, and their armies, gathered together 
to make war against Him who sat on the 
horse and against His army. 29"Then the 
beast was captured, and with him the false 
prophet who worked signs in his presence, 
by which he deceived those who received 
the mark of the beast and °those who wor- 
shiped his image. pThese two were cast 
alive into the lake of fire *burning with 
brimstone. 2!And the rest "were killed 
with the sword which proceeded from the 
mouth of Him who sat on the horse. sAnd 
all the birds ‘were filled with their flesh. 


Satan Bound 1,000 Years 
20 Then I saw an angel coming down 
from heaven, “having the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his 
hand. 2He laid hold of >the dragon, that 
serpent of old, who is the Devil and Sa- 
tan, and bound him for a thousand years; 
3and he cast him into the bottomless pit, 
and shut him up, and ¢set a seal on him, 
dso that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must be released 
for a little while. 


The Saints Reign with Christ 1,000 
Years 

4And I saw ¢thrones, and they sat on 
them, and ‘judgment was committed to 
them. Then I saw £the souls of those who 
had been beheaded for their witness to 
Jesus and for the word of God, "who had 


* 19:12 M-Text adds names written, and. 

* 19:14 NU-Text and M-Text read pure white linen. 
* 19:15 M-Text adds two-edged. *19:17 NU- 
Text and M-Text read the great supper of God. 

* 19:18 NU-Text and M-Text read both free. 


marriage supper of John’s day would begin on the eve- 
ning of the wedding, but the celebration might con- 
tinue for days. The marriage supper here is a time of 
joyous feasting to be enjoyed by the saints. 

19:15 sharp sword. The sharp sword that comes out 
of Christ’s mouth is the two-edged sword spoken of 
in 1:16. rod of iron. Christ will rule with a rod of iron 
in fulfillment of the messianic prophecies in Psalm 
2:8-9 and Isaiah 11:4. 

19:20-21 beast... false prophet... cast alive into 
the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the eternal destiny 
of all unbelievers (20:10,14-15). They are apparently 
the first to suffer the torment of the lake. The rest 
of the beast’s allies are killed by the word from the 
mouth of the victorious Christ. Apparently all those 
who now suffer death go to hades (Matt. 16:18), to 
which Jesus has the keys (1:8), until death and hades 
are emptied and cast into the lake of fire (20:13-15). 
20:1 angel. The angel here may be the same one 
who had the key to the bottomless pit in 9:1-2. 
20:2-3 bottomless pit... shut him up... till the 
thousand years. The abyss, or bottomless pit, is 
presently the place of imprisonment of some demons 
(Luke 8:31) and will be the place from which the beast 
ascends (17:8). Thus, it is fitting that the devil will be 


held there for a thousand years. The dragon of 12:3,9, 
known as Satan, was in control of the serpent in the 
garden of Eden (Gen. 3). God has a plan for Satan. He 
will be shut up in the abyss for a thousand years and 
then will be briefly released to deceive the nations 
one final time (vv. 7-9) before being cast into the lake 
of fire (v. 10). must be released. This phrase indicates 
that Satan will not escape from the pit but instead will 
be allowed to go forth from the pit to fulfill God’s plan. 
20:4 thrones... reigned. This may be a partial fulfill- 
ment of Daniel 7:18,27. The aspect of judgment in rul- 
ing is referred to in 1 Corinthians 6:2—4. At the onset 
of the kingdom, authority is officially transferred 
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not worshiped the beast ‘or his image, and 
had not received his mark on their fore- 
heads or on their hands. And they ‘lived 
and Fkreigned with Christ for a* thou- 
sand years. ®*But the rest of the dead did 
not live again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first resurrec- 
tion. 6Blessed and holy is he who has 
part in the first resurrection. Over such 
'the second death has no power, but they 
shall be ™priests of God and of Christ, 
nand shall reign with Him a thousand 
years. 


Satanic Rebellion Crushed 

7Now when the thousand years have 
expired, Satan will be released from his 
prison 8and will go out °to deceive the 
nations which are in the four corners of 
the earth, "Gog and Magog, “to gather 
them together to battle, whose number is 
as the sand of the sea. 9’They went up on 
the breadth of the earth and surrounded 
the camp of the saints and the beloved 
city. And fire came down from God out 
of heaven and devoured them. The 
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devil, who deceived them, was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone swhere* the 
beast and the false prophet are. And they 
twill be tormented day and night forever 
and ever. 


The Great White Throne Judgment 
11Then I saw a great white throne and 
Him who sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away. vAnd 
there was found no place for them. !12And 
I saw the dead, wsmall and great, stand- 
ing before God,* and books were opened. 
And another Ybook was opened, which 
is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged zaccording to their works, by the 
things which were written in the books. 
13The sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, ¢€and Death and Hades delivered up the 
dead who were in them. »And they were 
judged, each one according to his works. 
4Then ‘Death and Hades were cast into 


* 20:4 M-Text reads the. 
M-Text add also. 
read the throne. 


* 20:10 NU-Text and 
* 20:12 NU-Text and M-Text 


from angels to men (Heb. 2:5,8). Christ, as the second 
Adam, fulfills God’s original purpose for the earth. A 
new world order is established with the overcoming 
saints of the church age ruling together with Christ in 
His kingdom (Rom. 8:17). Incredible as it may seem, 
with a perfect Ruler who is totally just, totally kind, 
and totally wise, there will still be men who will rebel 
(vv. 7-9). 

20:5 did not live again. The resurrection of the dead 
will not encompass all people at the same time (Dan. 
12:2; John 5:29). This passage indicates that there will 
be a first resurrection of dead believers before the 
thousand years of Christ’s reign (1 Cor. 15:23,52) and 
a final resurrection after the millennium is finished, 
before the great white throne judgment (vv. 11-13). 
It is generally considered that this is the time of res- 
urrection of the Old Testament saints as well as those 
martyred in the great tribulation. 

20:6 Blessed. This is the fifth of the seven beatitudes 
in Revelation (see note at 14:13). All look forward 
to life with Christ beyond the first resurrection (v. 
5). Resurrection is assured for all believers. But the 
blessedness mentioned here belongs more precisely 
to those martyrs who will have a part as rulers with 
Christ in the first resurrection. second death. The 
second death is the everlasting death of torment in 
the lake of fire for unbelievers who face the great 
white throne judgment (vv. 11-15). John has previ- 
ously stated that the one who overcomes will not be 
hurt by the second death (2:11). 

20:8 Gog and Magog. Gog and Magog was a com- 
mon rabbinical title for the nations in rebellion 
against the Lord, and the names recall the proph- 
esied invasion of Israel in Ezekiel 38:39. Some hold 
that the battle of verses 8-9 is the one spoken of in 
Ezekiel, but there are major differences as well as sim- 
ilarities in the two passages. 

20:9 beloved city. The beloved city may symbolically 
refer to the home of God’s people. However, the New 
Jerusalem is commonly called “the city of My God” 
(3:12) and “the holy city” (21:2). The city here may be 


the renewed earthly Jerusalem, ready to give way to 
the everlasting sinless glory of the New Jerusalem 
(21:1—22:5). 

20:11 great white throne. The great white throne is 
a picture of God’s holy rule and judgment. The One 
occupying the throne may be God the Father (1 Cor. 
15:24-28) or both the Father and the Lamb (Christ), 
as in the New Jerusalem (22:1—-3). the earth and 
the heaven fled away. There is no place for this sin- 
polluted creation in the new heaven and new earth 
(21:1—22:5). The earth and all of its works will be 
burned up (2 Pet. 3:10-13). 

20:12 the dead. The dead, called “the rest of the 
dead” (v. 5), are raised and made to stand before 
God's throne of judgment. books. The books are 
thought to refer to the record of all works done in 
this life. Since all have sinned and fall short of God's 
standard (Rom. 3:23), the opening of these books 
will certainly lead to eternal sentences in the lake of 
fire. Book of Life. The Book of Life is God’s register of 
those who have believed in Jesus (17:8). Although no 
one can be judged acceptable based on works (Eph. 
2:8-9) many will be saved by God's grace received by 
faith in Jesus Christ. 

20:14 Death and Hades. Death and Hades refers 
not only to dying, but to existence beyond the grave 
(1:18; 6:8). If one considers “death” as a place, it would 
be the place where the body lies, and Hades would 
be the place for the soul. The picture here is of all 
human bodies being given up to God’s judgment. 
While unbelieving humanity is judged according to 
its works, Death and Hades, the Lord's final enemy 
1 Cor. 15:26), is also destroyed by being cast into the 
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the lake of fire. ¢This is the second death.* 
15And anyone not found written in the 
Book of Life ¢was cast into the lake of fire. 


All Things Made New 


2 Now ¢I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, >for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away. Also there 
was no more sea. ?Then I, John,* saw ¢the 
holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared 4as a 
bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 
heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 
“Behold, ethe tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people. God Himself will 
be with them and be their God. 4fAnd God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
“there shall be no more death, "nor sor- 
row, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed 
away.” 

5Then ‘He who sat on the throne said, 
i“Behold, I make all things new.” And He 
said to me,* “Write, for *these words are 
true and faithful.” 

6And He said to me, '“It is done!* ™I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the Be- 
ginning and the End. "I will give of the 
fountain of the water of life freely to 
him who thirsts. 7He who overcomes 
shall inherit all things,* and oI will be 
his God and he shall be My son. 8But 
the cowardly, unbelieving,* abomina- 
ble, murderers, sexually immoral, sor- 
cerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have 
their part in ¢the lake which burns with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.” 


The New Jerusalem 

9Then one of "the seven angels who 
had the seven bowls filled with the seven 
last plagues came to me* and talked with 
me, saying, “Come, I will show you sthe 
bride, the Lamb’s wife.”* 10And he car- 
ried me away ‘in the Spirit to a great and 
high mountain, and showed me “the great 
city, the holy* Jerusalem, descending out 
of heaven from God, !vhaving the glory 
of God. Her light was like a most precious 
stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 
12A]1so she had a great and high wall with 
wtwelve gates, and twelve angels at the 
gates, and names written on them, which 
are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel: 13xthree gates on the 
east, three gates on the north, three gates 
on the south, and three gates on the west. 

14Now the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and Yon them were the 
names* of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
15And he who talked with me zhad a gold 
reed to measure the city, its gates, and its 
wall. 16The city is laid out as a square; its 
length is as great as its breadth. And he 
measured the city with the reed: twelve 
thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and 
height are equal. !7Then he measured its 


* 20:14 NU-Text and M-Text add the lake of fire. 

* 21:2 NU-Text and M-Text omit John. *21:5 NU- 
Text and M-Text omit tome. *21:6 M-Text omits 
Itisdone. *21:7 M-Text reads overcomes, I 
shall give him these things. *21:8 M-Text adds 
and sinners. *21:9 NU-Text and M-Text omit to 
me. ¢ M-Text reads I will show you the woman, 
the Lamb’s bride. * 21:10 NU-Text and M-Text 
omit the great and read the holy city, Jerusalem. 

* 21:14 NU-Text and M-Text read twelve names. 


lake of fire. second death. The second death is spiri- 
tual and eternal, the just punishment of the wicked. 
The first death is physical dying. Both are included 
in the overall meaning of the death that came upon 
the human race because of Adam and Eve’s sin (Gen. 
2:16-17; 3:1-19; Rom. 5:12). 

20:15 not found written in the Book of Life. Only 
those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior 
will be found in the book. The rejection of the eternal 
gospel results in eternal condemnation (14:6-7). 

21:1 new. “New” here suggest freshness, not just a 
second beginning. This is the fulfillment of the proph- 
ecies of Isaiah 65:17; 66:22 and 2 Peter 3:13. Signifi- 
cantly, this eternal renewal has already begun in the 
life of the believer because, using the same term, Paul 
says, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Cor. 
5:17). passed away .. . no more sea. The present 
heaven and earth, including the sea, were burned up 
in the great white throne judgment (20:11-13). There 
will be a continuation of some features of the present 
creation in the new heaven and new earth, yet the 
drastic difference in the new eternal state is obvious 
from the fact that there will be no more sea, which 
was a major part of the original creation (Gen. 1:6-10). 
21:2 bride. Christ's bride (v. 9) is the New Jeru- 
salem, the redeemed inhabitants of the holy city 
(vv. 3-7,24-27). 

21:6 It is done. For the third time, it is done. The 


first statement of “finishing” was on the cross John 
19:30), the second was at the end of God’s wrath 
(16:17), and the third is when there is no more death, a 
new heaven and a new earth. water of life. The water 
of life may be recalling Jesus’ references to living 
water in John 4:14 and 7:38, in connection with eter- 
nal life and life in the Holy Spirit. This water is further 
described in 22:1. A similar offer of God’s grace to him 
who spiritually thirsts is repeated in 22:17. 

21:12 twelve gates... twelve tribes. The description 
of the high wall and the twelve gates echoes Ezekiel 
48:30-35. It is a glorious picture of the place that Is- 
rael holds in the New Jerusalem when the new cov- 
enant with Israel is at last fulfilled. 

21:14 twelve foundations ... apostles. This picture 
calls to mind Paul’s imagery of the apostles as the 
foundation of the house of God in Ephesians 2:20. 
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wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, 
according to the measure of a man, that 
is, of an angel. 18The construction of its 
wall was of jasper; and the city was pure 
gold, like clear glass. 19¢The foundations of 
the wall of the city were adorned with all 
kinds of precious stones: the first founda- 
tion was jasper, the second sapphire, the 
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 2°the 
fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the sev- 
enth chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth 
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 2!The 
twelve gates were twelve pearls: each in- 
dividual gate was of one pearl. -And the 
street of the city was pure gold, like trans- 
parent glass. 


The Glory of the New Jerusalem 
22dBut I saw no temple in it, for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
23eThe city had no need of the sun or of the 
moon to shine in it,* for the glory* of God 
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24fAnd 
the nations of those who are saved* shall 
walk in its light, and the kings of the earth 
bring their glory and honor into it.* 25sTts 
gates shall not be shut at all by day “(there 
shall be no night there). 26:And they shall 
bring the glory and the honor of the na- 
tions into it.* 27But ‘there shall by no means 
enter it anything that defiles, or causes* an 
abomination or a lie, but only those who 
are written in the Lamb’s ®Book of Life. 


The River of Life 


2 And he showed me 2a pure* river of 

water of life, clear as crystal, pro- 
ceeding from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. 2/In the middle of its street, and on 
either side of the river, was the tree of life, 
which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding 
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its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. 3And 
ethere shall be no more curse, ‘but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, 
and His £servants shall serve Him. 4”They 
shall see His face, and ‘His name shall be 
on their foreheads. 5’There shall be no night 
there: They need no lamp nor *light of the 
sun, for 'the Lord God gives them light. 
mAnd they shall reign forever and ever. 


The Time Is Near 

6Then he said to me, "“These words are 
faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the 
holy* prophets °sent His angel to show His 
servants the things which must ?shortly 
take place. 

7a“Behold, Iam coming quickly! "Blessed 
is he who keeps the words of the prophecy 
of this book.” 

8Now I, John, saw and heard* these 
things. And when I heard and saw, SI fell 
down to worship before the feet of the an- 
gel who showed me these things. 

§SThen he said to me, “See that you do 
not do that. For* Iam your fellow servant, 
and of your brethren the prophets, and of 
those who keep the words of this book. 
Worship God.” 1%And he said to me, “Do 
not seal the words of the prophecy of this 
book, vfor the time is at hand. "He who is 
unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is 


* 21:23 NU-Text and M-Text omit in it. ¢ M-Text 
reads the very glory. * 21:24 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit of those who are saved. ¢ M-Text 
reads the glory and honor of the nations to 
Him. * 21:26 M-Text adds that they may enter 
in. *21:27 NU-Text and M-Text read anything 
profane, nor one who causes. * 22:1 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit pure. *22:6 NU-Text and M-Text 
read spirits of the prophets. * 22:8 NU-Text 
and M-Text read am the one who heard and saw. 
* 22:9 NU-Text and M-Text omit For. 


21:19-20 all kinds of precious stones. The exact 
color of some of the stones is uncertain, but it is 
probable that jasper is colorless, sapphire is blue, 
chalcedony is green or greenish-blue, emerald is 
bright green, sardonyx has layers of red and white, 
sardius is blood red, chrysolite is yellow, beryl is blue 
or blue-green, topaz is golden, and amethyst is pur- 
ple or violet. 

22:2 tree of life. The tree of life in the original cre- 
ation was in the middle of the garden of Eden (Gen. 
2:9), from which all of humanity was excluded after 
sin entered the world (Gen. 3:22-24). Ezekiel’s apoc- 
alyptic vision included trees bearing fruit every 
month with medicinal leaves (Ezek. 47:12). Since only 
one tree of life is mentioned here, even though it is 
on both sides of the river, it is probably meant as a 
parallel to Genesis 2, implying that a new, better, and 
everlasting Eden has come. 

22:3 no more curse. The affliction of sin, especially 
on the human race and creation (Gen. 3:14-19), will 
be erased. As God had fellowship with Adam and Eve 
before their fall into sin (Gen. 3:8), so the Lord will 
again be with His servants eternally. In turn, His ser- 
vants will worship and serve Him (Rom. 12:1). 

22:4 see His face. The believer's hope today is to see 


the Lord face to face (1 Cor. 13:12), something neither 
Moses nor any other human was previously allowed 
to do (Ex. 33:20). 

22:7 Blessed. “Blessed” begins the sixth of seven 
beatitudes in Revelation (see note at 14:13). And 
indeed, those who pay attention to this book will be 
blessed. The Lord has shown the things that must 
come to pass, the things that His servants must pay 
attention to, the ultimate fate of unbelievers, and a 
beautiful glimpse of eternity, which leaves all believ- 
ers with an eagerness for the return of the Lord. 
22:11 unjust... filthy... righteous... holy. This 
verse, on the surface, seems to be a statement that 
believers and unbelievers will live out their lives true 
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filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righ- 
teous, let him be righteous* still; he who is 
holy, let him be holy still.” 


Jesus Testifies to the Churches 

12“A nd behold, Iam coming quickly, and 
wMy reward is with Me, xto give to every 
one according to his work. }3yI am the Al- 
pha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End, the First and the Last.”* 

M4zBlessed are those who do His com- 
mandments,* that they may have the right 
ato the tree of life, "and may enter through 
the gates into the city. }But* coutside are 
ddogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral 
and murderers and idolaters, and whoever 
loves and practices a lie. 

16e“], Jesus, have sent My angel to testify 
to you these things in the churches. fl am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, “the 
Bright and Morning Star.” 

17And the Spirit and "the bride say, 
“Come!” And let him who hears say, 
“Come!” ‘And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the water of 
life freely. 


A Warning 

18For* I testify to everyone who hears 
the words of the prophecy of this book: ‘If 
anyone adds to these things, God will add* 
to him the plagues that are written in this 
book; !%and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, *God 
shall take away* his part from the Book* of 
Life, from the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book. 


| Am Coming Quickly 

20He who testifies to these things says, 
“Surely Iam coming quickly.” 

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 

21The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you all.* Amen. 


* 22:11 NU-Text and M-Text read do right. 

* 22:13 NU-Text and M-Text read the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and the End. * 22:14 NU- 
Text reads wash their robes. * 22:15 NU-Text 
and M-Text omit But. * 22:18 NU-Text and 
M-Text omit For. ¢ M-Text reads may God add. 

* 22:19 M-Text reads may God take away. * NU- 
Text and M-Text read tree of life. * 22:21 NU-Text 
reads with all; M-Text reads with all the saints. 


to their nature until the final judgment (20:12-15). 
However, because this book is to be read before the 
events it foretells take place, it is almost certainly an 
implied, indirect evangelistic appeal based on the 
continuing offer of the gospel (v. 17; 14:6-7). 
22:12-13 My reward is with Me. The rewarding of 
each believer according to his or her works is taught 
in 2 Corinthians 5:10. Christ's rewards are meant to 
provide a powerful incentive for an obedient life. 
Little wonder that the apostle Paul rigorously disci- 
plined himself so that he would not be disqualified 
from the prize (1 Cor. 9:24-27; Phil. 3:10-14). The 
judgment seat of Christ can be a time of great regret 
(1 Cor. 3:5-10), or it can be an occasion of supreme joy 
(2 Cor. 5:9-11). After Christ comes again, He will give 
rewards to His own. This can be counted on because 
Christ is in control of all history and all eternity. 

22:14 Blessed. This is the last of the seven beatitudes 
in Revelation (see note at 14:13). This beatitude is 
speaking of those justified by faith who express that 
faith in obedience (Eph. 2:8-10). 

22:15 dogs. According to the context of Deuteron- 
omy 23:18 a “dog” is a male prostitute. 

22:16 the Root and the Offspring of David. Jesus is 
both the Source and Son of David, echoing the words 
of Isaiah 11:1,10. Jesus is both greater than David and 
the rightful heir to the throne of David. 

22:17 Come. This book, so full of the pictures of the 


fulfillment of God’s righteous judgment, still closes 
with the sweet and compelling invitation to come to 
Christ. This is one of the reasons it is “blessed” to read 
this book. 

22:18-19 add to... take away. The Book of Revela- 
tion was intended to be heard and obeyed (v. 7; 1:3), 
not tampered with. The person who either adds to or 
takes away from its contents will receive from God 
the strictest punishment, a punishment with eternal 
consequences. 

22:20 | am coming quickly. The fact that Jesus is 
coming quickly within the scope of God's overall plan 
for this creation is a repeated theme in Revelation 
(3:11; 22:7-12). John adds the hope of all believers to 
the declaration of Christ with his prayer, “come, Lord 
Jesus.” 

22:21 grace. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
begins and concludes the Book of Revelation (1:4), 
implying that the message of grace and the free 
gift of eternal life in Christ (Eph. 2:8-9), not merely 
the message of judgment upon unbelievers, can be 
found in this book. 
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BECAME 

b a living being 
to the Jews I b. 
BED 

I remember You on my b....Ps 63:6 
if I make my b in hell.. 
“Arise; take up your b. 
be two men in one b. 
and the b undefiled 


BEFOREHAND 
up, do not worry b........ Mark 13:11 


«2 Sam 1:19 


Ps 27:4 
-Is 33:17 


“Luke 17:34 
..Heb 13:4 


told you all things b...... Mark 13:23 
when He testified b........... 1 Pet 1:11 
BEG 

b you as sojourners.......... 1 Pet 2:11 
BEGGAR 

there was a certain b.....Luke 16:20 
BEGGARLY 

weak and b elements... Gal 4:9 
BEGINNING 


b God created the.. -Gen 1:1 
In the b was the W John 1:1 
a murderer from the b..... John 8:44 
True Witness, the B.. Rev 3:14 
and the Omega, the B Rev 21:6 


BEGOTTEN 

Thave b You... 
glory as of the only b. 
loves him who is b 
BEGUILING 

b unstable souls............... 2 Pet 2:14 
BEGUN 

Having b in the Spirit........... Gal 3:3 
BEHALF 

you on Christ’s b............. 2 Cor 5:20 
BEHAVE 

does not b rudely ............ 1 Cor 13:5 


BEHAVED 

blamelessly we D......... 1 Thess 2:10 
BEHAVIOR 

of good b, hospitable . 
BEHEADED 

and had John D.............. Matt 14:10 
BEHOLD 


B, the virgin shall.... 
Judah, “B your God 
“B the Lamb of God 
to them, “B the Man 


1 Tim 3:2 


Is 7:14 
.Is 40:9 
. John 1:36 
. John 19:5 


B what manner of... -1 John 3:1 
BEHOLDING 

with unveiled face, b...... 2 Cor 3:18 
BEING 


move and have our b. 
who, b in the form of. 


BELIEVE 

tears, “Lord, I b. 
have no root, wh 
slow of heart to b 
to those who b...... 
this, that they may 
that you may b..... 
the Lord Jesus and b. 
Christ, not only to b 
comes to God must b. 
b that there is one... 
Even the demons b. 


BELIEVED 

And he b in the LORD 
Who has b our report 
seen Me, you have b 
“Abraham b God. 
whom I have b 
BELIEVERS 
example to the D.............. 1 Tim 4:12 


BELIEVES 


The simple b every ........ Prov 14:15 
that whoever b in Him.... John 3:16 
“He who b in the Son....... John 3:36 
with the heart one b....... Rom 10:10 


BELLY 
On your b you shall go......Gen 3:14 


-Acts 17:28 


John 20:31 
.. Rom 10:9 
-Phil 1:29 
-Heb 11:6 

James 2:19 
.. James 2:19 


and Jonah was in the b......Jon 1:17 
whose god is their b........... Phil 3:19 
BELOVED 

so He gives His b. «PS 127:2 


My bis mine. “Song 2:16 
“This is My b. 
us accepted in the B 


Luke the b physician. 


“This is My b 

BESEECH 

b you therefore................. Rom 12:1 
BESIDE 

He leads me b the wPs 23:2 
“Paul, you are b... .Acts 26:24 
BEST 

GESITE ThE Di. scccssscsssssaeese 1 Cor 12:31 
BESTOWED 

love the Father has b...... 1 John 3:1 
BETRAY 

you, one of you will b.....Matt 26:21 
BETRAYED 

Man is about to be b....... Matt 17:22 
BETRAYING 

“Judas, are you b............ Luke 22:48 
BETRAYS 

who is the one who b.... John 21:20 
BETROTHED 

to a virgin b to a man...... Luke 1:27 
BETTER 


b than sacrifice . 
It is b to trust in 
For it is b to marry.. 
Christ, which is far b. 


.Phil 1:23 


-Heb 1:4 
-Heb 6:9 


b than the angels... 
b things concerning. 
BEWARE 

“B of false prophets .......... Matt 7:15 
BIND 

and whatever you D........ Matt 16:19 
‘B him hand and foot......Matt 22:13 
BIRD 

soul, “Flee aS a D .........eeeeeeee Ps 11:1 
BIRDS 

b make their nests. 


“Look at the b.... 
have holes and b 


BIRTH 


“Matt 6:26 
“Matt 8:20 


the day of one’s b.. sie Eel 7:1 
Now the b of Jesus ..Matt 1:18 
will rejoice at his b. -Luke 1:14 


conceived, it gives 


BIRTHRIGHT 

Esau despised his b.. 
BISHOP 

the position of a b.... 
b must be blameless 
BITE 

A serpent may b 
But if you b and. 
BITTER 

b herbs they .... 
and do not be b 
But if you have 
BITTERLY 
And Hezektah wept b.... 


2 Kin 20:3 
went out and wept D....... Matt 26:75 


BITTERNESS 

you are poisoned by b...... Acts 8:23 
b springing up cause....... Heb 12:15 
BLACK 

one hair white or b 
AD NOTSC s.c.cscssssecess 
and the sun became 
BLADE 

FUSE TN]: D iesicscccsteesensesecsezess Mark 4:28 


BLAME 
be holy and without b.......... Eph 1:4 


BLAMELESS 

and that man was b. 
body be preserved b... 
BLASPHEME 

b Your name forever 
compelled them to b 
b that noble name.... 
BLASPHEMED 


who passed by b Him.....Matt 27:39 
great heat, and they D........ Rev 16:9 


..Matt 5:36 


.. James 2:7 


BLASPHEMER 

I was formerly a b........... 1 Tim 1:13 
BLASPHEMES 

b the name of the.. . Lev 24:16 
“This Man b ...Matt 9:3 
BLASPHEMIES 

is this who speaks D......... Luke 5:21 
BLASPHEMY 


but the b against. 
was full of names 
BLEMISH 

be holy and without b. 
as of a lamb without b. 
BLEMISHED 

to the Lord what is b... 


BLESS 

b those who b you. 
You go unless You 
“The Lorb b you and.. 
b the LorD at all.... 
b You while I live.. 


b His holy name.... 
b those who curse. 


B those who......... Rom 12:14 
Being reviled, we b... 1 Cor 4:12 
BLESSED 

B is the man who walk.......... Ps 1:1 


B is the man to whom. 
B is the nation whose 
B is he who comes... 
rise up and call her b 
“B are the poor in. 
B are those who mourn. 
B are the meek........... 

B are those who hunger.. 
B are the merciful . 
B are the pure in... 
B are the peacemakers. 
B are those who are.. 
B is He who comes 
‘It is more b to give 
B be the God and.. 
“B are the dead who. 


BLESSING 
And you shall be a b.......... Gen 12:2 
before you today a b...... Deut 11:26 
shall be showers of b.....Ezek 34:26 
and you shall be ab. Zech 8:13 
that the b of Abraham. 
with every spiritual b.. 


BLIND 

To open b eyes. 
His watchmen are b.. 
b leads the b........ 
to Him, “Are we b. 
miserable, poor, b. 


BLOOD 

of your brother’s b 
b shall be shed 
b that makes... 
hands are full of b. 
And the moon into b 
For this is My b..... 
“His b be on us and 
covenant in My b.. 
were born, not of b 
b has eternal life. 
with His own b... 
propitiation by Hi: 
justified by His b 
through His b...... 
brought near by the 
against flesh and b 
peace through the b.. 
with the precious b 
b of Jesus Christ His. 
our sins in His own b 
us to God by Your b. 
them white in the b... i Hy 
overcame him by the b...Rev 12:11 


‘Matt 21:9 


Joel 2:31 
Matt 26:28 
Matt 27:25 
..Luke 22:20 


a robe dipped in b. Rev 19:13 
BLOODTHIRSTY 

The Lorp abhors the b........... Ps 5:6 
BLOSSOM 

and b as the rose..........c0 Is 35:1 
BLOT 


from my sins, and b.. Ps 51:9 
and I will not b : 
BLOTTED 

your sins may be D............ Acts 3:19 
BOAST 


puts on his armor D...... 1 Kin 20:11 


and make your D... Rom 2:17 
lest anyone should b. ...Eph 2:9 
BOASTERS 

God, violent, proud, b...... Rom 1:30 
BOASTING 

Where is b then...........0.. Rom 3:27 
BODIES 


b a living sacrifice............ 
not know that your b 
wives as their own b.... 


BODILY 
b form like a dove. 
of the Godhead b... 


BODY 

of the b is the eye Matt 6:22 
those who kill the -Matt 10:28 
this is My b 


.Matt 26:26 
of the temple of His b...... 
deliver me from this b 
redemption of our b 


members in one b... «Rom 12:4 
But I discipline my b.......1 Cor 9:27 
b which is broken... 1 Cor 11:24 
baptized into one b. 1 Cor 12:13 
are the b of Christ 1 Cor 12:27 
though I give my b.. .1 Cor 13:3 
It is sown a natural 


1 Cor 15:44 


in the b of His flesh.... 
our sins in His own b 


BOILS 

Job with painful b................. Job 2:7 
BOLDLY 

therefore come D..........0005 Heb 4:16 
BOLDNESS 


in whom we have D............Eph 3:12 


that we may have b... 1 John 4:17 
BOND 

love, which is the b............. Col 3:14 
BONDAGE 


-Ex 13:14 
.-Gal 5:1 


out of the house of b 
again with a yoke of 


BONDSERVANTS 
B, be obedient to. 
Masters, give your 


BONE 
b clings to my skin.. 


BONES 
I can count all My b... 
and my b waste awa’ 
I kept silent, my Db... 
the wind, Or how the 
say to them, ‘O dry b. 
of dead men’s b... 
b shall be broken 


BOOK 

are written in the b. «Gal 3:10 
in the Lamb’s B... «Rev 21:27 
the prophecy of this bD..... Rev 22:18 


BORDERS 
and enlarge the b............... Mati 


BORE 

And to Sarah who b 
b the sin of many 
b our sicknesses .. 
Himself b our sins 
ba male Child who was . 


BORN 

A time to be b 
unto us a Child is b. 
b Jesus who is called. 
unless one is b again. 
“That which is b.. 
having been b agai . 
who loves is b of God..... ‘1 John 4:7 


Ps 22:17 
Ps 31:10 


‘Matt 23:27 
John 19:36 


Rev 12:5 


BORROWER 

b is servant to the............. Prov 22:7 
BORROWS 

The wicked b and does....... Ps 37:21 
BOSOM 


to Abraham’s b 
Son, who is in the b 


BOTTOMLESS 
ascend out of the b.. 


-Rev 17:8 


the key to the b.... .-Rev 20:1 
BOUGHT 
b the threshing floor....2 Sam 24:24 


all that he had and b.......Matt 13:46 
For you were b at a.........1 Cor 6:20 
denying the Lord who b...2 Pet 2:1 
BOUND 

on earth will be b.... 
And see, now I go b 


-Matt 16:19 
-Acts 20:22 
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Rom 7:2 


who has a husband is b...... 
Are you b to a wife.. 
Devil and Satan, and b 
BOW 

“You shall not b..... 
let us worship and b 
who sat on it had a b... 

BOWED 

stood all around and b......Gen 37:7 
And they b the knee........ Matt 27:29 
BOWL(S) 

and poured out his b.... 
Go and pour out the b. 
BRANCH 


raise to David a B......... oa 
forth My Servant the B 


b that bears fruit He........ John 15:2 
BRANCHES 

vine, you are the b........... John 15:5 
BRASS 

become sounding D.........1 Cor 13:1 
BRAVE 

in the faith, be b............ 1 Cor 16:13 
BREAD 


brought out b 
shall eat unleavened b. 
not live by b alone 
b eaten in secret is 
B gained by deceit is 
Cast your b upon the 


"Prov 20:17 
«Bech. 11:1: 


for what is not b....... «Ts 55:2 
these stones become Matt 4:3 
not live by b alone... Matt 4:4 
this day our daily b ..Matt 6:11 
eating, Jesus took b. Matt 26:26 
“Tam the b of life .. . John 6:48 
betrayed took b .1 Cor 11:23 
BREAK 

covenant I will not b a Ps 89:34 
together to b bread... .. Acts 20:7 


BREAKING 

in the b of bread - 
b bread from house to...... 
BREASTPLATE 
righteousness as a b 
having put on the b.. 
BREASTS 

Your two b are like.. 
b which nursed You 
BREATH 

nostrils the b of life.. 


that there was no b 
Man is like a b....... 


everything that has Db. 

. Ezek 37:5 
gives to all life, b Acts 17:25 
power to give b.. ...Rev 13:15 


BRETHREN 
and you are all b... 
least of these My b 
among many b....... 
thus sin against the b 
over five hundred b. 
perils among false b 
sincere love of the b. 
we love the b...... 
our lives for the b.. 


BRIBE(S) 


. Rom 8:29 
1 Cor 8:12 
1 Cor 15:6 
-2 Cor 11:26 

.1 Pet 1:22 
.1 John 3:14 
.1 John 3:16 


you shall take no b wee EX 23:8 
b blinds the eyes. .. Deut 16:19 
hand is full of b. «Ps 26:10 


BRICK(S) 

people straw to make b.. 
“Come, let us make b 
BRIDE 

I will show you the b 
the Spirit and the b.. 
BRIDEGROOM 


And as the b rejoices... Is 62:5 
mourn as long as the b.....Matt 9:15 


‘Rev 22:17 
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went out to meet the b.....Matt 25:1 
the friend of the b............ John 3:29 
BRIDLE 

b the whole body.............. James 3:2 
BRIGHTER 

a light from heaven, b....Acts 26:13 
BRIGHTNESS 


And kings to the b 
who being the b..... 
BRIMSTONE 

the lake of fire and b....... Rev 20:10 


BRING 

b back his soul 
b My righteousness. 
Who shall b a charge Rom 8:33 
b Christ down from.. Rom 10:6 
even so God will b...... 1 Thess 4:14 
BROAD 

b is the way that. 
BROKE 

b them at the foot of. 
He blessed and b 
b the legs of the.. 
BROKEN 

this stone will be b 
Scripture cannot be 
body which is b............. 
BROKENHEARTED 

He heals the b And............. Ps 147:3 


BRONZE 


So Moses made a b... 
b walls against the 


Job 33:30 
-Is 46:13 


-Matt 7:13 


a third kingdom of b......... Dan 2:39 
BROOD 

“B of vipers. ...Matt 12:34 
hen gathers her b ..Luke 13:34 
BROTHER 


“Where is Abel your b......... Gen 4:9 
b offended is harder...... 
b will deliver up..... 
how often shall my b 
b will rise again..... 
b goes to law against 


"John 11:23 
.1 Cor 6:6 


Whoever hates his b.....1 John 3:15 
BROTHERHOOD 

LoVe the Di ssssssssiscnessssteseess 1 Pet 2:17 
BROTHERLY 

b love continue ...........000 Heb 13:1 
BROTHER’S 


Am I my b keeper 
at the speck in your b 
BROTHERS 

is My mother, or My b... Mark 3:33 
b are these who hear....... Luke 8:21 
BRUISE 

He shall b your head 
the LORD to b Him.... 
BRUISED 

He was b for our... 
b reed He will not.. 
BUCKLER 

be your shield and D............. Ps 91:4 


BUILD 
b ourselves a City ............... 
“Would you b a house. 
labor in vain who b... 
down, And a time to b. 
‘This man began to b 
What house will you 
“For if I b again 


BUILDER 
foundations, whose b...... Heb 11:10 
BUILT 

has b her house......... 


to a wise man who b 
having been b on the... 


«Gen 3:15 
..Is 53:10 


-Acts 7:49 
.-Gal 2:18 


..-Prov 9:1 
-Matt 7:24 
Eph 2:20 


BUNDLE 

man’s b of money............. Gen 42:35 
BURDEN(S) 

Cast your b on the.. «Ps 55:22 
easy and My bis lig! .Matt 11:30 
we might not be a b 1 Thess 2:9 
on you no other b.... .Rev 2:24 


“For they bind heavy b.....Matt 23:4 
Bear one another’s b............ Gal 6:2 
BURIAL 

she did it for My b... 
for the day of My b. 
BURIED 

Therefore we were b..........Rom 6:4 
and that He was b... .1 Cor 15:4 
b with Him in baptism ....... Col 2:12 
BURN 

the bush does not b.... 
“Did not our heart b .. 
BURNED 

If anyone’s work is b...... 1 Cor 3:15 
my body to be b... .1 Cor 13:3 
BURNING 

b torch that passed . 
b fire shut up in my 
plucked from the b.. 
BURNT 

lamb for a b offering . 
delight in b offering... 
BUSH 

from the midst of a b............. Ex 3:2 
BUSYBODIES 

at all, but are b............. 2 Thess 3:11 
BUTTER 

were smoother than b......... Ps 55:21 
BUY 

Yes, come, b wine and.. 


“I counsel you to b 
and that no one may b.. “Rev 13:17 


Cc 


.Matt 26:12 
.. John 12:7 


Luke 24:32 


CAKE(S) 
Ephraim is a c 
and love the raisin c 


CALF 
and made a molded c 
bring the fatted c 


CALL 
C upon Him while He. 
c His name JESUS. 
c the righteous.. 
Lord our God will c 
c them My people 
c and election sure.. 


CALLED 

c the light Day 
c his wife’s name Ev 
I have c you by your. 
“Out of Egypt Ic. 
city c Nazareth. 
For many are c. 
to those who are the c 
these He also c..... 
c children of God 


CALLING 

the gifts and the c Rom 11:29 
For you see your c.. .1 Cor 1:26 
remain in the same c...... 1 Cor 7:20 
CAPTIVE(S) 

and be led away c... 
He led captivity c 
and make c 
CAPTIVITY 
every thought into c........ 2 Cor 10:5 
CARE 


“Lord, do You not c 
how will he take c... 


eee 


Luke 21:24 


Luke 10:40 
«1 Tim 3:5 


CARELESS 

But, he who is C.............. Prov 19:16 
CARES 

No one c for my soul 
for He c for you 
CARNAL 

c mind is enmity.................. Rom 8:7 
CARPENTER 
“Ts this not the c 
CARRY 

for you to c your bed 
it is certain we can c.... 
CASSIA 

myrrh and aloes and c......... Ps 45:8 
CAST 

Why are you c down 
whole body to be c. 
My name they will c 
by no means c out.... . John 6:37 
c their crowns before ........ Rev 4:10 
the great dragon was c...... Rev 12:9 
CASTING 

c down arguments 
c all your care 
CASTS 
perfect love c out........... 1 John 4:18 


Ps 142:4 


.John 5:10 
..1 Tim 6:7 


.Ps 42:5 
..Matt 5:29 
-Mark 16:17 


-Mark 12:13 


now on you will c.. ...Luke 5:10 


CATCHES 
and the wolf c the. 
c the wise in their.. 


CAUGHT 

him was a ram ¢.... 
her Child was c up 
CAUSE 

hated Me without a c..... John 15:25 
For this c I was born...... John 18:37 
CEASE 


and night Shall not c 
He makes wars c 


tongues, they will Cor 13:8 
CEASING 

pray without c............. 1 Thess 5:17 
CEDAR 

dwell in a house of c. .2 Sam 7:2 
CELESTIAL 

but the glory of the c....1 Cor 15:40 
CHAFF 


be chased like the c. As 17:13 
He will burn up the c ..Matt 3:12 
CHAIN(S) 

pit and a great c Rev 20:1 
And his c fell off «Acts 12:7 
am, except for these c....Acts 26:29 
CHAMBERS 

brought me into his c........ Song 1:4 
CHANGE 

now and to c my tone......... Gal 4:20 
there is also ac 

CHANGED 


.. Rom 1:23 


c the glory of the... ' 
-1 Cor 15:51 


but we shall all be c. 


CHARIOT(S) 
that suddenly ac 
Some trust in c.. 


CHARITABLE 


you do not do your c 
c deeds which she.... 


CHARM 
C is deceitful and........... Prov 31:30 


CHARMS 
who sew ma$ic C............ Ezek 13:18 


CHASTE 
present you asac. 


CHASTEN 
a father does not c 
I love, I rebuke and 


CHASTENED 
cus as seemed best ......... Heb 12:10 


CHASTENING 
do not despise the c..... 
Now no c seems to be ..... Heb 12:11 


CHASTISEMENT 
The c for our peace... 
CHATTER 

c leads only to..............4. Prov 14:23 
CHEAT 

Beware lest anyone C........... Col 2:8 
CHEEK(S) 


on your right c 
His c are like a bed 


«2 Cor 11:2 


. Heb 12:7 


. Is 53:5 


-Matt 5:39 


CHEER 

“Son, be of 200d C.......... Matt 9:2 
CHEERFUL 

for God loves a C.......000 2 Cor 9:7 
CHEERFULNESS 

shows mercy, with c........ Rom 12:8 
CHERISHES 

but nourishes and c........... Eph 5:29 
CHERUBIM 

above it were the c.............. Heb 9:5 
CHIEF 


of whom I am c 
Zion a c cornerstone. 


CHILD 
Train up a c in the. 
For unto us aC... 
virgin shall be with c 
of God as a little c. 
So the c grew and. 
When I was ac... 


-Matt 1:23 
.Mark 10:15 
Luke 1:80 
1 Cor 13:11 


She bore a male C. Rev 12:5 
CHILDBEARING 

she will be saved in c.....1 Tim 2:15 
CHILDBIRTH 

pain as a woman in C¢............ Is 13:8 
CHILDLESS 


give me, seeing I goc 
this man down as c... 
CHILDREN 


care a heritage.......... 
crise up and call her 


“Jer 22:30 


Ps 127:3 
.. Prov 31:28 


and become as little c.......Matt 18:3 
“Let the little c....... Matt 19:14 
the right to become John 1:12 


now we are c of God....... 1 John 3:2 


CHOOSE 
therefore c life 
“You did not c. 


CHOSE 

Just as He c us in Him........ Eph 1:4 
CHOSEN 

servant whom I have c........ Is 43:10 


. John 13:18 
1 Cor 1:27 
.. James 2:5 


whom I have c 
c the foolish things 
Has God not c the. 


CHRIST 
Jesus who is called C 
“You are the C.... 
a Savior, who is C. 
It is C who died... 

to be justified by C 
been crucified with C 
C is head of the. 
to me, to live is 
which is C in you 
C who is our........ 
Jesus C is the same 


«Eph 5:23 
«Phil 1:21 


COMMENDABLE & 


C His Son cleanses us....1 John 1:7 
that Jesus is the C........... 1 John 5:1 
CHRISTIAN(S) 

anyone suffers as a C...... 1 Pet 4:16 
were first called C........... Acts 11:26 
CHURCH 

rock I will build My c.....Matt 16:18 
c daily those who were.... Acts 2:47 


Himself a glorious c 
as the Lord does the 
body, which is the c 
assembly and c 


CIRCUMCISED 
among you shall be c 
who will justify the c. 


-Eph 5:27 


Gen 17:10 
.. Rom 3:30 


if you become c Gal 5:2 
CIRCUMCISION 

c is that of the heart «Rom 2:29 
C is nothing and .1 Cor 7:19 
Christ Jesus neither c ..Gal 5:6 
CIRCUMSPECTLY 

then that you walk c.......... Eph 5:15 
CITIES 


He overthrew those c......Gen 19:25 
three parts, and the c....... Rev 16:19 


CITIZEN(S) 
But I was born a c... 


-Acts 22:28 


but fellow c with the ..Eph 2:19 
CITIZENSHIP 

For our c is in heaven........ Phil 3:20 
CITY 


shall make glad the c.... Ps 46:4 
c has become a harlot 
How lonely sits the c. 
c that is set on a.. 
He has prepared a c. 
have no continuing c. 
John, saw the holy c.. 


“Heb 11:16 
“Heb 13:14 
Rev 21:2 


CLAY 

pit, out of the miry c Ps 40:2 
We are the c......... -Is 64:8 
blind man with the . John 9:6 
have power over the c..... Rom 9:21 
CLEAN 


He who has c hands and. 
make yourselves c.. 
c out His threshing . 
You can make me c 
“You are not all c 
“You are already c.. 


CLEANSE 

C me from secret........ 
And c me from my sin.. 
How can a young man c....Ps 119:9 
might sanctify and c.. -Eph 5:26 


us our sins and to c.........1 John 1:9 
CLEANSED 

“Were there not ten c....Luke 17:17 
CLOAK 


let him have your c. 
using liberty as a c.. 


CLOTHED 
of skin, and c them. 
Aman c in soft. 
naked and you c.. 
legion, sitting and c 
desiring to be c. 
that you may be 


CLOTHES 

c became shining 
many spread their 
a poor man in filthy c...... James 2:2 
CLOTHING 


c they cast lots 
do you worry about c 
to you in sheep’s c.. 
c they cast lots 


CLOTHS 
in swaddling C ............60 Luke 2:12 


.Matt 25:36 
. Mark 5:15 
2 Cor 5:2 
Rev 3:18 


John 19:24 
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CLOUD 
My rainbow in the c 
day in a pillar of c.... 
He led them with the c 
behold, a bright c 
of Man coming in a c. 
c received Him out of... 
by so great ac 


CLOUDS 
Man coming on the c......Matt 24:30 
with them in the c. 1 Thess 4:17 


are c without wate: Jude 12 
He is coming with c. .Rev 1:7 
CLOVEN 
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on the things of the f 
to the f you will die 
f should glory in His. 
“shall become one 
For the f lusts...... 
have crucified the f 
may boast in your f. 


. Rom 16:18 
.. Jude 16 


.. James 4:7 


Joel 2:28 
-Matt 19:5 


the lust of the f.... .1 John 2:16 
has come in the f .. 1 John 4:2 
FLESHLY 

f wisdom but by the 2 Cor 1:12 
f lusts which «1 Pet 2:11 
FLOAT 

and he made the iron f.....2 Kin 6:6 
FLOCK 

lead Joseph like a f «Ps 80:1 


He will feed His f... 
you do not feed the f. 
my God, “Feed the f.. 
sheep of the f....... 
“Do not fear, little f 
there will be one f. 
Shepherd the f of G 
examples to the f 
FLOOD 
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